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1. The Prosecution does not, in principle, object to the Defence’s request for an extension 

of time to file its appeal brief on the remaining grounds of appeal to one week following the 

Registry’s provision of the Kinyarwanda translation of the judgment (“Request”),
1
 provided 

the Prosecution remains entitled to 60 days thereafter to file its response in accordance with 

Regulation 59(1) of the Regulations of the Court.
2
  

2. That said, given the Registry’s advice that the draft Kinyarwanda translation will be 

completed by 17 February 2020,
3
 a revised briefing schedule accommodating the Request 

will result in the Chamber being briefed on the Defence’s appeal against the Conviction 

Decision by late April 2020 (subject to any Defence request to reply) after it has been briefed 

on the Defence’s appeal against the Sentencing Decision.
4
 The Prosecution considers that it 

would be preferable to address the Defence appeal against the Conviction Decision prior to its 

appeal against the Sentencing Decision. In this context, and noting that the Defence has 

already had over six months to-date to draft its conviction appeal brief after several 

extensions of time,
5
 if the Defence is in a position to file its appeal brief before receipt of the 

Kinyarwanda translation, and without prejudice to any request the Defence may seek to make 

to amend the appeal brief once the translation is received, the Prosecution would not object to 

an earlier deadline for the filing of the Defence appeal brief and corresponding filing of the 

Prosecution response within 60 days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 ICC-01/04-02/06-2453, para. 8. 

2
The Prosecution’s position is consistent with the briefing schedule originally ordered by the Chamber. See  ICC-

01/04-02/06-2415 (“Page and Time Limit Extension Decision”), p. 4 (ordering the Defence to file its appeal 

brief in relation to the remaining grounds of appeal by one week following the provision of the Kinyarwanda 

translation by the Registry, and ordering the Prosecution to file its response in accordance with the 60-day time 

limit afforded under the Regulations of the Court). 
3
 ICC-01/04-02/06-2456 (“Registry Submissions”), para. 4. 

4
 ICC-01/04-02/06-2448 (“Defence Notice of Appeal against Sentencing Judgment”) (given that the Notice of 

Appeal was filed on 9 December 2019, the Defence appeal brief against the Sentencing Decision will be due on 

6 February 2020 and the Prosecution’s response due on 7 April 2020). 
5
 See ICC-01/04-02/06-2426 (“Reconsideration Decision on Page and Time Limit Extension Decision”), p. 3 

(where the Appeals Chamber granted a further extension of time to the Defence to file the first two grounds of 

appeal and to first file the third ground of appeal instead of the second ground of appeal). See also Page and 

Time Limit Extension Decision, para. 13 (where the Appeals Chamber noted that the extension of time requested 

by Defence was only “partially contingent on his stated need to have sections of the Conviction Decision in 

Kinyarwanda”) (emphasis added).  
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_____________________ 

Fatou Bensouda, Prosecutor 

 

Dated this 14
th

 day of January 2020 
 

At The Hague, The Netherlands 
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