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Further to Trial Chamber VI (“Chamber”)’s 28 December 2017 “Order providing directions 

related to the closing briefs and statements” (“Chamber’s Decision”),
1
 Counsel representing 

Bosco Ntaganda (“Defence”) hereby submits its: 

Defence Closing Brief 

INTRODUCTION  

1. Pursuant to the Chamber’s Decision, the Defence hereby submits its Defence Closing 

Brief enclosed as Confidential Annex 1, along with the following confidential annexes: 

Annex A – Detailed Table of contents; 

Annex B – List of abbreviations and acronyms; 

Annex C – Table of authorities; 

 Annex D – List of Trial Transcripts; 

Annex E – Requests for corrections to transcripts; 

Annex F – Photographs/screenshots drawn from audio visual exhibits in evidence; and 

Annex G – Satellite images. 

PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND   

2. On 2 September 2015, the Chamber heard the Parties and Participants’ opening 

statements and Mr Ntaganda’s unsworn statement.
2
 

3. On 16 March 2018, pursuant to Rule 141 of the Rules of the Court (“RoC”), the 

Chamber declared the end of the evidentiary phase of the proceedings.
3
 

4. On 20 April 2018, the Prosecution submitted its “Final Closing Brief” (“PCB”);
4
 and 

the Legal Representative of the Former Child Soldiers (“CLR1”) and the Legal 

                                                           
1
 Order providing directions related to the closing briefs and statements, 28 December 2017, ICC-01/04-02/06-

2170. 
2
 T-23;T-24. 

3
 Decision closing the presentation of evidence and providing further directions, 16 March 2018, ICC-01/04-

02/06-2259. 
4
 Prosecution’s Closing Brief, 20 April 2018, ICC-01/04-02/06-2277. 
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Representative of the Victims of the Attacks (“CLR2”) respectively filed their Closing 

Briefs (“CLR1 Closing Brief”
5
 and “CLR2 Closing Brief”

6
).  

SUBMISSIONS  

5. In the interests of clarity, the Defence deems necessary to address the following 

issues:  

Trial transcripts (Annex D) 

6. Annex D provides a list of all trial transcripts in this case including the transcripts that 

have been cited in the Defence Closing Brief.  

Request for corrections to transcripts (Annex E) 

7. When discrepancies were identified between the French and the English trial 

transcripts for a particular citation and the French version is considered to be accurate, 

the French version is cited and underlined in the relevant footnote, accompanied by 

the words “Annex E”. In addition, a request for a correction to the trial transcript was 

sent to CMS Court Management Transcript, copy of which is included in Annex E. 

8. When discrepancies were identified such that neither the English nor the French trial 

transcripts correspond to the audio recording, the English version is cited and 

underlined in the relevant footnote, accompanied by the words “Annex E”. In 

addition, a request for a correction to the trial transcript was sent to CMS Court 

Management Transcript, copy of which is included in Annex E.  

9. When discrepancies were identified in the corrected translation of the logbooks in 

evidence, the entry cited is underlined in the relevant footnote accompanied by the 

words “Annex E”. In accordance with the Chamber’s 5 June 2018 “Decision on the 

Defence request to submit further translation corrections,”
7
 no request for correction 

has been submitted but the details of the discrepancy identified is set out in Annex E. 

Only three such discrepancies were identified.  

 

                                                           
5
 Closing brief on behalf of the former Child Soldiers, 20 April 2018, ICC-01/04-02/06-2276. 

6
 Closing Brief of the Common Legal Representative of the Victims of the Attacks, 20 April 2018, ICC-01/04-

02/06-2275.  
7
 Decision on the Defence request to submit further translation corrections, 5 June 2018, ICC-01/04-02/06-2295. 
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Photographs/screenshots drawn from audio-visual exhibits (Annex F)  

10. Annex F to the Defence Closing Brief contains photographs/screenshots drawn from 

audio-visual exhibits in evidence. 

 Satellite imagery (Annex G)  

11. Annex G to the Defence Closing Brief contains screenshots of satellite imagery 

admitted through Witness P-0810. The relevant ERNs and geographical coordinates 

of the images are indicated above the screenshots.  

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED ON THIS 2
ND

 DAY OF JULY 2018 

 

 

Me Stéphane Bourgon, Counsel for Bosco Ntaganda 

The Hague, The Netherlands 
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