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I. Introduction 

1. Pursuant to Trial Chamber V (“Chamber”)’s  order communicated by way of email, 

dated 17 January 2024 (“Order”)1, the Victims and Witnesses Unit (“VWU” or 

“Unit”) submits the present Observations on the “Response of the Common Legal 

Representative of the Former Child Soldiers to the Registry’s Submissions (No. 

ICC-01/14-01/18-2290-Conf, dated 8 January 2024) and Urgent Request for an order 

to the VWU to complete [REDACTED]. 

 

II. Classification 

2. In accordance with regulation 23bis (2) of the Regulations of the Court, the present 

Observations are classified as confidential ex parte, only available to the Common 

Legal Representative of the Former Child Soldiers (“CLR1”) as they refer to the 

Response which has the same classification.  

 

III. Observations 

A. Preliminary remarks 

3. The VWU submits that [REDACTED] was conducted in accordance with its 

mandate, neutrality, and internal procedures [REDACTED].  

4. The VWU came across [REDACTED] in the course of the performance of its 

protection mandate.2 [REDACTED].  

5.  [REDACTED], respectively on 9 and 12 November 2023.  

 

B.  [REDACTED]  

6. The Unit received the referrals for protection for both Witnesses as submitted by 

the CLR1 on 11 August 2023 followed by a corrigendum on 18 August 2023. 

 
1 Email from Trial Chamber V Communications, 17 January 2023 at 12:13. 
2 Registry, “Registry’s submission regarding material obtained by VWU in the course of the execution 

of its mandate” (ICC-01/14-01/18-2290-Conf) 8 January 2024. 
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7. The interviews of both Witnesses in the field were concluded at the end of 

September 2023. The interviews took place in accordance with VWU’s professional 

guidelines and standards. While the Witnesses were both reminded of the 

confidential nature of the process, no request was made to them for the content of 

the meetings not to be shared with their counsel, contrary to what theCLR1 argued.   

8. At the time of the assessments, no objective threats or risks were identified that 

would have justified [REDACTED]. 

9. [REDACTED]. 

10. [REDACTED]  

11. [REDACTED]. 

12. [REDACTED].   

 

                                                                                             

Marc Dubuisson, Director Division of Judicial Services  

on behalf of  Osvaldo Giler Zavala 

 

 

 

 

Dated this 29 February 2024 

At The Hague, the Netherlands 

p.p.
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