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International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber V

Situation: Central African Republic II

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard
Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and

Judge Chang-ho Chung

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1

Monday, 7 March 2022

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.31 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [9:31:49] All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:12] Good morning, everyone.

Could the court officer please call the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:32:20] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
And for the record, we are in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:34] I ask for the appearances of the parties.
The Prosecution first, please.

MS STRUYVEN: [9:32:39] Thank you, Mr President. For the Prosecution today we
have Yassin Mostfa, Kweku Vanderpuye and myself, Olivia Struyven.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:51] I turn to the representatives of the victims.

MR FALL: [9:32:56](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President. The other
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victims are represented by Mr Narantsetseg and myself, Yaré Fall.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:05] Thank you.

MR SUPRUN: [9:33:09] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.

The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the
Office of Public Counsel for Victims. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE: [9:33:17] Thank you.

I turn now to the Defence. Ms Dimitri first, please.

MS DIMITRI:  [9:33:21] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,

your Honours. Good morning, everyone. Mr Yekatom, who is present in the
courtroom, is represented today by Ms Daniela Mvoungou Police, Ms Lena Casiez,
and myself, Mylene Dimitri. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:36] I think everything was all right, at least so
far as we have gone at the moment.

Mr Knoops, then.

MR KNOOPS: [9:33:47] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,

your Honours. Good morning, everyone in the courtroom. The Defence team of
Mr Patrice Ngaissona appears before the Chamber today with Ms Sara Pedroso,
Barbara Szmatula, Despoina Eleftheriou, Alexandre Desevedavy. And Mr Landry is
following the proceedings from the field office. ~And the Defendant is present, of
course, in the courtroom.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:11] Thank you.

And, most importantly, we have a witness here. This is Mr Aboubakar.

Good morning, Mr Aboubakar. Do you understand and hear me well?

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1595

(The witness speaks Sango)
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(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: [9:34:32](Interpretation) Good morning. Good morning. Thank
you. Iwould like to say good morning to you also.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:38] Thank you.

On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to welcome you to the courtroom. You are
called to testify to assist this Chamber in the case of Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaissona.
Mr Aboubakar, I will now read the solemn undertaking to you. Iask you that you
please repeat it slowly after me.

I solemnly declare.

THE WITNESS: [9:35:19](Interpretation) I solemnly declare.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:28] That I will speak the truth.

THE WITNESS: [9:35:31](Interpretation) That I will speak the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:34] The whole truth.

THE WITNESS: [9:35:40](Interpretation) The whole truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:42] And nothing but the truth.

THE WITNESS: [9:35:47](Interpretation) Nothing but the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:56] Thank you, Mr Witness.

You are now under oath. You may be seated, please.

Mr Witness, before we start with your testimony, I would like to address some
practical matters. Everything we say here in the courtroom is written down and
interpreted in various languages. It is, therefore, important to speak clearly into the
microphone and at a slow pace. And, please, only start speaking when the person
asking you the question has finished, otherwise, there would be an overlap and the
interpreters cannot follow.

Thank you very much. And we will start now with your testimony. We start with
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the questioning by the Prosecution.

Ms Struyven.

MS STRUYVEN: [9:37:06] Thank you, Mr President.

QUESTIONED BY MS STRUYVEN: (Interpretation)

Q.  [9:37:13] Good morning, Mr Witness. We met briefly last week. My name is
Olivia Struyven, and I'm going to ask you some questions on behalf of the Office of
the Prosecutor. It will not be long. Ihave just a few questions for you.

As the President has already indicated, it is very important for us to speak slowly
because everything we are saying is interpreted into two languages. Sometimes you
will observe that I pause between sentences to ensure that everything is on the record.
The second point is that, if my questions or other questions put to you today are not
clear, do not hesitate to point it out to us, and then we will try to rephrase.

To begin with, I would like to ask questions about your identity. For the record, can
you tell us your complete name.

A.  [9:38:40] My name is Imam Aboubakar Diakite. Iam the imam of the town of
Mbeaiki.

[9:39:01] Is it correct that you were born on 25 August 1959?

[9:39:16] That is correct.

[9:39:19] Could you tell the Chamber what is your ethnic group.

[9:39:39] I am a Peuhl, Fulbe, Mbororo. The ethnicity is Peuhl, Fulbe, Mbororo.

o o> 0>

[9:39:55] Mr Witness, I will ask you questions about your statement. Is it
correct that you gave a statement to the OTP in March 2019?

A.  [9:40:19] Yes, that is correct. I was interviewed by the OTP in the month of
March 2019.

Q.  [9:40:33] For the record, it is CAR-OTP-2104-026 -- 74.
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Mr Witness, did you make that statement voluntarily?

A.  [9:41:01] Yes. No one compelled me. I decided myself to give my statement,
so I did it voluntarily.

Q. [9:41:20] And is it correct that last week you were able to reread your statement
and you made certain corrections?

It is CAR-OTP-2135-2397.

Is it correct that you made some corrections to your statement?

A.  [9:41:51] Yes. Iobserved a few minor errors in my statement when it was
reread to me, and so I made corrections.

Q.  [9:42:10] In your statement with the corrections, do the contents reflect faithfully
what you told the representatives of the OTP during your interview?

A.  [9:42:35] Yes, I made corrections to my statement, and they noted down the
corrections. And I believe everything is correct now.

Q. [9:42:54] I have two questions. Now, your statement with the corrections, is it
true and accurate?

A.  [9:43:17] Yes, it is true. My statement was reread to me. Imade corrections.
They took the corrections into account, and I believe everything is true now.

Q.  [9:43:43] One last question. Do you have any objections for your statement to
be tendered into evidence? This means, would you agree that the Chamber can use
your statement as evidence in this case?

A, [9:44:08] Yes, that'sit. If I had had any objections, I wouldn't have appeared
here before you. And if I'm present here, that means I agree that my statement can
be taken as evidence in this case.

MS STRUYVEN: [9:44:33] I think, Mr President, the conditions of Rule 68 are met.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:44:35] It actually makes sense, what the witness
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says, absolutely. So the requirements for his statement with the corrections for a
Rule 68(3) are fulfilled, I think. Please continue.

MS STRUYVEN: [9:44:55](Interpretation)

Q.  [9:44:57] Mr Witness, your statement is quite complete. So I will put to you
only a few questions and ask for clarifications of what you said before. I will use the
French statement, and it is at tab 5, and it is -- translation is CAR-OTP-2118-1159.
And, Mr Witness, I will explain to you what you said, especially in paragraph 73.
You describe the arrival of Rambo, that is, Yekatom, in Mbaiki. And you said that
the non-Muslim and Anti-Balaka population went and welcomed him. And in
paragraph 73, you specify that the Muslim community did not go to welcome Rambo
because he was known for having killed people.

My questionis: Can you elaborate on this.

A. [9:46:45] Yes. Thank you. Ithank you for giving me this opportunity to
appear before this Court to tell the truth.

The arrival of Rambo in Mbaiki town, well, that was preceded by the arrival of the
Anti-Balaka, who was circulating in the town and threatening here and there. We
were hearing about the Anti-Balaka, but we did not know who was really their leader.
We had been hearing about Rambo, Rambo, but we did not really know who was
their leader.

I, as the imam of the Central Mosque of Mbaiki town -- the arrival of Rambo in
Mbaiki town, I saw that he was acclaimed and cheered by the Anti-Balaka and the
non-Muslims. Those of us Muslims were afraid, but -- because we had heard that
this gentleman was harming people. That is why we were very afraid.

I asked my community to keep calm and to have faith in God. When we came to

know that Rambo was the leader of the Anti-Balaka of Mbaiki, he came around 4 p.m.
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in the afternoon. He was on -- in a vehicle escorted by two pickups, one in front and
one behind. I was inside my mosque, and I was afraid.

And when they arrived close to my mosque, they slowed down. He glanced in my
direction, and he waved at me. I saw him raise and wave his hand as a greeting.
That reassured me a little bit, because I had been told that Rambo was never joking
and that he was dangerous.

So I saw that he could smile a little bit, and that calmed me a little bit. So after he
passed, I asked my community to calm down because I saw this man, he passed by
and greeted me, and he smiled at me. So I calmed my community.

So after the arrival of Rambo, I think he went directly to the -- to his base, and he
stayed there. The following morning, there was a meeting convened at the Catholic
mission with the bishop, Rhino, and people were sent to fetch me. I was with the
neighbourhood chief.

I was told that I had been convened with the gendarmes to the Catholic mission and
Rambo would be present in the meeting. So I was reassured. I asked my brothers
to accompany me because it was a good initiative.

The main imam, Anagamba (phon), and Imam Issa went there, and another member
known as Abdul Karim and Issa Nadie (phon), as well as the neighbourhood chief,
and Diakite. We went to the meeting in the presence of Bishop Rhino. We arrived
there, we sat down, and everything went well.

Sometime later on, he came with his elements, that is, the Anti-Balaka. They were
very happy. He made speeches. And, fortunately, when the meeting started, there
was a prayer. Later on, Rambo took the floor, and this is what he said:

"I do not have any problem with the Mbaiki Muslims." And that is what he said

with his own mouth. "I am here to fight against the Seleka, but since they have
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already left, I do not have any hatred against the Muslim population. I would like to
ask the Anti-Balaka in Mbaiki to withdraw so as to leave the inhabitants of the town
in peace. Myself, Rambo, I grew up amongst Muslims. All those who want to
harm them must withdraw. I do not want the population to be touched." That is
what he said with his own mouth.

Later on, the deputy mayor took the floor, and he said, "Mr Rambo, following what
you have said, can we go back to the trading centre?” And he said, "There is no
problem, you can go there." So all of us went to the trading centre.

And before the entire population of Mbaiki, Mr Rambo took the floor once again. He
said that, since the Seleka had left, there was no problem, that the entire population of
Mbaiki should not be disturbed. They should be in peace. That is what he
declared.

Subsequently, there was peace. There was calm. It is true that there were a few
incidents here and there, but it was not serious.

A few days later, I learnt that the embassy of Chad called the delegates of the Arab
traders. The embassy told them that there was a vehicle on the way to come and
fetch them. I said there was no problem, "We do not have any forces here."

The following day, we saw Chadian soldiers enter the town. And when those
soldiers arrived, they asked the Chadians to board the vehicles and they left. There
was no incident on that day. There were no injuries and no one died.

So they took their compatriots and took them back to Bangui. And those of us, the
Central African Muslims and the West Africans, we stayed in Mbaiki town for a week.
We cohabited with the Anti-Balaka. The Anti-Balaka did not kill Muslims. It is
true, there were threats, but no attacks.

One day, when I -- I arrived at the mosque, after the prayer, everyone had left. Iwas
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alone in the mosque praying. And when I was praying, the Anti-Balaka surrounded
the mosque and said this: "And you, we have asked you to abandon your work, and
you are continuing to do it. Leave this place. Get out of there."

And later I left through the imam's door. They did not see me leave.

While they were still in front of the mosque, another Anti-Balaka went to their base
there to tell the others that there were Anti-Balakas in front of the mosque, despite
Mr Rambo's speech not to harm the population. Shortly afterwards, the Anti-Balaka
arrived and chased them away from there. And they told the other ones, "You, you
didn't listen to Mr Rambo's statement," and peace was restored. So we remained
with the Anti-Balaka in Mbaiki town.

One day, some of them asked me, "We have not had any coffee. Can you help us?"
And I gave them some money for their coffee.

Apart from that, there was no threat. And thanks to God, a white journalist, a lady
journalist, arrived, and she went to see the head of the neighbourhood. She brought
us together, and we were in a meeting. And during that time, an Anti-Balaka passed
by. He alighted from his vehicle and addressed himself to me. And he said, "In
any case, do not speak about us. You must not speak about us. Okay?"

And I told him, "No problem." And he left. "No problem, my son." And he left,
and he continued on his way.

The journalist talked to us about the situation in the town. We explained to her what
had happened. Later on, she left. We stayed in the town of Mbaiki for a week.

We could send the children to the market.

Unfortunately, the Anti-Balaka aggressed them to look for money. There were
minor reactions, but I calmed down my elements and told them, "No, you have to

leave them alone. They are hungry."
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We could call the Aladji, the chief of the quarter. We came back and told them this:
"For the time being, our situation is precarious. We have to go to MISCA and

help the -- ask them to help them, because we could not move about, not to the farms
or the market." And thank God they accepted our proposal, and we went back to the
farms.

I talked to the Congolese contingent member, and I said, "Thank you." He asked me
to make a list of the elements, and so I drew up a list, 103 people. And the following
day, he sent a vehicle. There was a first convoy, and then there was a second convoy.
He said there would be a second convoy. We went to the house, and later on, the
MISCA vehicle arrived with the elements, and they provided security.

While we were boarding the vehicles, some people came and took the property of the
imam to put in their vehicles. Some of the inhabitants were happy to see us leave,
while others were rather sad.

As you know, we were all together. We had lived together for 40 or 50 years in
Mbaiki town. We were living in perfect harmony. Many were sad to see us leave.
Many were crying. They were helping us to put our property in the vehicle. And
when we were leaving Mbaiki, we were greeting the population. Some of the
inhabitants were very happy to see us leave, while others were sad.

And when we arrived Bangui, we were settled with the Congolese contingent. We
were given food and water. Later on, we were taken to the Central Mosque of
Bangui.

Upon arrival there, the imam of the Central Mosque welcomed us, and we handed to
him the list of everyone who was with me. He asked us to go to our families, our
respective families, and that we had to remain at the mosque. He said that those

who did not have family members in Bangui could remain in the mosque.
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So that is what I can say about Mr Rambo. That is what I know about this man,
when he came to Mbaiki.

Later on, an Anti-Balaka, known as Coeur de Lion, that is how he was called, but I
don't know his real name.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:02:54] Thank you for the moment, Mr Witness.
Perhaps we take a short breath, so to speak, here, in order -- normally, I'm in favour of
him doing a narrative, but this was quite some narrative.

I don't think there are so many questions left, Ms Struyven.

Mr Knoops.

MR KNOOPS: [10:03:18] Yeah, sorry, Mr President. It would be very helpful if the
Prosecution could ask the witness to put these events in a timeline for us. It would
save us much time also in our own examination if we could get from the witness
through the Prosecution a specific time frame of the events he describes.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:03:40] Let's give it a try, or the Prosecution may
try.

MS STRUYVEN: [10:03:54](Interpretation)

Q. [10:03:56] Thank you, Mr Witness, for your full testimony.

At the very beginning you said that, with the arrival of Mr Rambo, you were scared
because you heard that he was harming people. My first question is: Could you
explain to the Court what you heard about that. Why did you think that he was
harming people, and what sort of people are you referring to?

A.  [10:04:46] If I said that, it's because we got information of this nature. We
learnt that the Anti-Balaka killed Muslims. You know, an incident of that type in a
village -- in a village called Boukanga, the Anti-Balaka went there and killed a

gentleman with his child. It was a gentleman who had lived for more than 47 years
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in that village. I went to Boukanga to collect the body. I myself went to Mbaiki,
and I collected the body and carried out the burial. Who killed that person? It's the
Anti-Balaka.

We were absolutely terrified, and we learnt that the chief was called Rambo. That's
why I spoke like that. We really, really lived in fear.

Q. [10:05:55] Thank you. And this would be my second question: In your
statement, in paragraph 99, page 1178, you said that the Muslims, be they from Chad
or if it was yourself, you ultimately left Mbaiki because you had -- you were scared
that you would be killed by the Anti-Balaka. Was that, indeed, the case?

A. [10:06:32] Yes, that is how it was. We were scared. We fled the town of
Mbaiki because of the Anti-Balaka. We were scared that we would be attacked. We
were frightened. We really were frightened.

There's an Anti-Balaka who said to us, "No. Stay. Don'tleave." ButI told him I
couldn't stay. Itold him that we were too scared, that we couldn't stay in Mbaiki. I
told him that we would go to Bangui until peace came back, and it's only after peace
that we would return to Mbaiki.

So I repeat that we were very scared, and that is why we fled.

Q.  [10:07:28] Thank you very much. Another question on this: You explained
that you make a distinction between the Chad Muslims, in inverted commas, and the
Central African Muslim, and also from Western Africa. At the same time, you said
40 or 50 years you were living together.

So these Muslims who were evacuated from Mbaiki, were they Muslims who resided
for many, many years in Mbaiki or in the surrounding villages?

A. [10:08:19] No, that wasn't how it was. What I said, that the Anti-Balaka killed

people in a small village next to Mbaiki called Boukanga, I as the imam, I went to
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collect the bodies from there so that I could bury them properly. We were scared. I
said to you that we were scared. They had killed Muslims, not in Mbaiki but at
Boukanga, in a small village close to Mbaiki. That is why we were scared.

Q. [10:09:12] Thank you. My question might be of more general in nature. The
Muslims which you talked about who found themselves in Mbaiki, which in your
statement you said that the Muslims who were in the surrounding villages found
themselves in Mbaiki, and then ultimately they were evacuated from Mbaiki to
Bangui or other places. My questionis: The Muslims who were going to be
evacuated, were they people who lived in CAR for a long time? Do you know at all?
A. [10:10:06] Yes, they lived for a long time in the town of Mbaiki. They were
born in Mbaiki. They married in Mbaiki. They had children in the town of Mbaiki.
As the situation became confused, they only talked about killings, murder, deaths,
and, therefore, the soldiers came to look for them in order to take them to Bangui.
When they left, me, as imam, as well as the Central African Muslims and the Western
African Muslims, we remained in the town of Mbaiki.

Q. [10:11:02] Another question about this. I don't know if you heard the Defence
counsel say -- asking whether we could place these events in time. Now, you've
already referred to Djotodia, and in your testimony you also referred to the killing of
a man called Djido Saleh. These are perhaps two deaths which you could perhaps
position in time.

Where did the evacuation take place vis-a-vis these times? Could you perhaps be
more specific as regards these two events.

A.  [10:11:53] Well, you know, I am illiterate. I cannot remember the dates, the
precise dates. During this time of confusion, no one can remember anything. I

made my testimony. Perhaps through that you can find the timeline. During these
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events, everybody was totally confused and upset.

I would like to stress that when Djotodia left and when the Seleka army left, it is at
that moment that all these events happened.

When I was in Bangui, I could call -- there was a young person called Amina who
usually called me to tell me about the situation in Mbaiki. He told me that after we
had left, the Anti-Balaka attacked the compound of a person.

THE INTERPRETER: [10:13:12] The Sango interpreter couldn't catch the name.

THE WITNESS: [10:13:15](Interpretation) And I sent this person money so that he
could buy airtime, to use his telephone to phone me. He spoke about the death of
Saleh who was killed. According to him, in the morning, on a Friday, a certain
Friday, they attacked Saleh Djido in his compound, in the presence of his wife and his
children.

You know, there were some people in the town, some young people of good character,
who also tried to help the wife of Saleh leave. His wife was pregnant. And
through the -- they were taken through the bush to the Catholic mission station.

And at that moment, when the wife of Saleh Djido and the children were handed over
to the monsignor, I was asked whether we were aware of the situation of the father of
Saleh. This young person didn't know. He didn't know. They attacked the
compound of Saleh, and there was fighting. I asked him to call me in order to find
out who the attackers were. He told me that the people who attacked the Saleh
compound were the residents largely of Mbaiki.

There were also some Anti-Balaka amongst them, but the attack was -- the aim of the
attack was pillaging, to take his possessions. And Saleh wanted to seek refuge
amongst the MISCA troops. He was going there; he was walking there. He wanted

to go towards MISCA, and it's at that moment, my correspondent said that they
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stoned him in the legs. He fell, and then he was killed.

That's how it happened, your Honour. That's the information I got through this
person.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:16:10] Ms Struyven, for all counsel, I think

we -- also, Mr Knoops, you rightfully addressed the issue of the timeline, but with
regard to the answer of the witness, I think we simply have to accept this,

Ms Struyven, OTP and also others, if we want to establish a timeline, it would have to
be from other sources, or we have to -- we would have to put things together. I think
we can accept that. And, again, the witness has told us a lot of what is in the
statement, which is okay, but I simply flag it.

MS STRUYVEN: [10:16:52](Interpretation) I think the name that wasn't caught by
the interpreter was Djido Saleh.

Q. [10:17:07] Thank you, Mr Witness, for explaining the situation, this very tragic
event.

Do you know whether the chiefs of the Anti-Balaka or Mr Rambo, did they react?

Do you know whether they reacted to this killing of Djido Saleh? Was there a
statement made afterwards as regards this killing?

A. [10:17:52] There was no reaction. No. No reaction from Mr Rambo. He
didn't condemn. He didn't welcome the killing.

Q. [10:18:16] Some questions. After your evacuation to Bangui, did you stay in
Bangui, or did you go somewhere else?

A. [10:18:37] We stayed in Bangui. Some individuals were evacuated, went to
West Africa, but me, as imam, I remained in Bangui.

After a certain amount of time, I did what I could to get back to Mbaiki. I even went

back there three times, and nothing happened. Ididn't go abroad. Ialways
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remained in the Central African Republic, in particular, in Bangui.

Q. [10:19:35] Another question as regards your testimony. In paragraph 101, page
1181, you describe that some Christians placed palm leaves in front of their houses.
Could you tell us, was it once that this happened? And if yes, when? Or did it
happen several times, regularly, over the years?

A.  [10:20:25] You talked about farm -- palm leaves. We see Christians, and they
often plant palm trees to announce the death of a person. We don't know why they
do this, but that's how it is in their practices.

One day, I went to the fields, and I saw one individual planting a palm tree. ButlI
didn't -- palm leaf, and I didn't ask them why they were planting this palm leaf, but I
saw it for myself. But I didn't ask why they are doing this.

Q. [10:21:20] And when you saw this, was it in the period where the Anti-Balaka
were in Mbaiki or was that before?

A.  [10:21:42] I saw these palm leaves before the arrival of the Anti-Balaka. You
know, after they arrived, I didn't go to the fields anymore. But I started to see that
these palm leaves were around when I went to the fields, and I saw all the signs that
they were using.

Q. [10:22:19] Thank you, Mr Witness. It's the end of my questions. Ihave no
further questions for you. But thank you very much for your testimony.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:22:31] Thank you, Ms Struyven. And also,
Mr Witness, until so far.

So how do we proceed now? Who wants to start, and when do you want to start,
and do we have an estimate?

Excuse me. I was too quick here. Apologies.

Representatives of the victims, of course. Ihave to apologise for that. Do you have
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any questions for the witness?

MR FALL: [10:23:03](Interpretation) No, no, no, your Honour, we have no
questions.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:08] Thank you very much.

I assume, Mr Suprun, likewise.

MR SUPRUN: [10:23:13] I have no questions for this witness, Mr President. Thank
you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:16] Thank you. It was premature, but not
wrong, simply.

Ms Dimitri and Mr Knoops.

Ms Dimitri, what's your --

MS DIMITRI:  [10:23:25] Thank you, Mr President.

So we had estimated about four hours, and we had discussed with the Ngaissona
team that we would start. What I suggest is, we might substantially reduce in light
of what was said this morning. So, with your leave, if we could start after the lunch
break, with the assurance that both teams will be done by 4 o'clock tomorrow.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:48] Yeah. I think we can trust you on that, I
would assume. And also it's, of course, always up to the parties, but I also would
have been surprised if you had now questions for four hours.

Mr Knoops, what do you say? Are you fine with that?

MR KNOOPS: [10:24:11] Yes, Mr President, we are fine. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:24:14] Of course this is quite, quite a break, but
let's say lunch break, let's say at least at perhaps 2 o'clock, that we can start at 2 o'clock,
so that's not 2.30.

So, Mr Witness, we have now a break and then -- a longer break. And in the
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afternoon, the Defence will start to put some questions to you. Thank you.

THE COURT USHER: [10:24:36] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.24 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.03 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [14:03:02] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:03:22] Good afternoon, everyone.

Good afternoon, Mr Witness.

I take it that the Defence of Mr Yekatom will start with the examination. Then -- and
I assume Ms Casiez, you have the floor.

MS CASIEZ: [14:03:46] Thank you very much, Mr President, your Honours.
QUESTIONED BY MS CASIEZ: (Interpretation)

Q.  [14:03:54] Good afternoon, Mr Aboubakar. We met each other last week, but I
am going to reintroduce myself. I'm Lena Casiez and I'm on the Defence team for
Alfred Rombhot Yekatom. Iam going to have a lot of questions for you today and
it's on different subjects. Each time that I change subjects, I will let you know so that
you can follow what's going on as we develop. Do you understand?

A. [14:04:35] I understand.

Q.  [14:04:39] Well, my first question relates to the period when the Seleka are in
Mbaiki. Iknow that the Seleka attacked your brother - I'm sorry about that - and I
also know that you perceive them as your enemy. You say in your testimony, in
paragraph 24, I'm going to mention the reference, I will only do it once, it's 5 in the
Prosecution binder, CAR-OTP-2118-1159.

So in your statement, you said that some individuals were victims of the Seleka.

Could you elaborate why people were victims of the Seleka in Mbaiki?
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A.  [14:05:48] Thank you. When the Seleka arrived in Mbaiki, the commander, the
person who led the Seleka was called "colonel". Idon't know his name. He had the
ranking of a colonel and he committed a lot of exactions on the population of Mbaiki.
I heard it said that he had done lots of things, and whatever happened to my brother,
who was the head of the neighbourhood of Baguirmi, the colonel beat my brother
who was the chief of the neighbourhood, and we don't know why.

This time when the colonel led the Seleka, we couldn't ask for explanations, we
couldn't come close to him to talk to him. It was a risk to do so.

My brother was heavily beaten. Once at the risk of my own life, I tried as imam of
the town of Mbaiki, I went to meet the colonel and I told him, "My brother, what is
happening here? Look what you are doing to my brother. Also, he is a prominent
tigure. He's the head of this neighbourhood, he represents the authority of the state,
he's a mayor here, and on top of that, he represents the sub-prefecture as well as being
the mayor. So as leader of the neighbourhood, he is representing the ministry of the
interior."

He answered me that all people that I mentioned, he has nothing to do with them,
and he threatened me, so I went back home and asked God for guidance. I think he
committed a lot of exactions, a lot of exactions.

One day, forces arrived from Bangui, who stopped and transferred him to Bangui.
When he was transferred to Bangui, all the town was relieved. Then we thanked
God. Both the Christians and the Muslims were relieved.

Another colonel was appointed, that is, Colonel Anour. Peace was restored to
Mbaiki, and when the new colonel arrived, he came, and on some Fridays, he prayed
in my mosque or the next time he would go to the Haoussa neighbourhood to the

mosque and the imam gave him advice, said be careful to him. This is a military
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man, you can give him some advice. However, the situation was much better. My
brother was evacuated to Bangui. We carried out investigations to see whether he
had any fractures or not, and, fortunately, that was not the case, he was taken care of
and we returned together to Mbaiki.

That is the first thing which I personally suffered as far as my family's concerned, and
that is what I have already told you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:10:33] Ms Casiez, it's the same with Ms Struyven,
with regard to the witness and the long answers, we get a lot of Rule 68(3) evidence in,
it's difficult to avoid that, but perhaps if you can try to put as closed questions to him
as possible. I know it's very difficult so, but at least we can give it perhaps a try.

MS CASIEZ: [14:11:02] Of course, Mr President, that was the first question that was
a bit open, just to make also the witness comfortable.

Q.  [14:11:13](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Aboubakar, for your answer, your
specific answer.

Now I am going to try and ask you questions which are more closed so we can make
headway in our questions and move rapidly.

In this case, a witness of the Prosecution said that the first evening when the Seleka
arrived, they noticed that they occupied all the administrative buildings and they
attacked personal possessions in order to loot them and to pick -- collect all the booty
and put it into their trucks.

Does that correspond to your recollections?

A. [14:12:06] Thank you. That describes the reality. The goods of the state were
taken by the Seleka. They looted everything. Well-off people, some who had
televisions or computers, they took everything. Motorbikes belonging to the

population - and, this, I can confirm. I saw that some looting was taking place and
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others I heard talk about it, some I saw for myself.
Q. [14:13:06] Thank you. You talked about vehicles and goods of people.
Another witness said they've taken cars from the police, the gendarmerie. Do you
also remember that?
A.  [14:13:29] As regards the vehicles from the police and gendarmerie,  haven't
heard anything about that. Idon't know about that. But they looted a lot of goods,
but I didn't see that particular event. Ididn't see that incident.
Q. [14:13:58] Thank you. Another witness in this case said that even the hospital
of the prefecture of Mbaiki was looted. Is that something that you know anything
about?
A.  [14:14:19] Yes, I didn't see it myself, but I received that information about the
hospital, it was completely looted. As an imam, I heard talk about that, I received
information about that.
Q. [14:14:42] Thank you. Another witness of the Prosecution, which I already
mentioned, says that women were raped in Mbaiki by Seleka men and that amongst
these women, (Redacted)
(Redacted). Is that something you know

about, that women were raped by the Seleka?
A.  [14:15:13] Yes, I got that information as regards (Redacted), I did receive that
information. The person who talked to me about it is someone I advised, so that
they should pass on information to the victim that we have no means or power to do
anything about it.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Ms Struyven.
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) And, therefore, we had to put it in the hands of

God.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:15:48] Excuse me for the overlap. Ms Struyven
now.

MS STRUYVEN: [14:15:51] I'm sorry to interrupt, but I just want to make sure, we
don't have the reference of the statement that my colleague is citing to and I'm not 100
percent sure that this information is public, and, especially, I'm not sure whether the
name of the rape victim that was just mentioned was public. So I don't know,

but -- because we haven't received the reference of the statement --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:16:12] We are in open session --

MS STRUYVEN: [14:16:13] Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:16:14] -- and of course, if you have any doubts
here, any concerns, please try to figure it out in between this 20 to 30 minutes that we
have, and, otherwise, reference - yes or no - the witness has given an answer. So I'm
tine with the question and with the answer.

Please, Ms Casiez.

MS CASIEZ: [14:16:41] Thank you, Mr President. And, of course, we won't oppose
the redaction request.

Q. [14:16:47] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Aboubakar.

You talked about your brother who was brutalised, a witness -- my

apologies -- a witness of the Prosecution says that the Seleka treated people like
animals, tied them up and beat them. Iunderstood that was the case for your
brother.

Is this something you heard about for this type of person?

A. [14:17:34] Yes. Many had problems because of -- it's called arbatachar. The
way in which they were tied up -- the way that they were tied up caused a lot of

individuals problems.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:18:03] May I?

Mr Witness, what does this concretely mean? Can you describe what this kind of
tying up means so that the Court understands it.

THE WITNESS: [14:18:18](Interpretation) Yes. This is what I learnt, they did this to
other people, but I didn't see it myself. But when they did it to my brother, I
understood that that is something they normally did. Once untied, I saw the marks
of the rope. He was beaten, he was hit. I saw that for myself. Even those with me
in the mosque saw that, on his arms, everywhere, we saw the marks. My brother
endured this, so I confirm that this is true. This is what they tended to do.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:19:25] Thank you.

Please continue.

MS CASIEZ:  [14:19:32]

Q.  [14:19:34] The same Prosecution witness said that the police and the
gendarmerie did not protect the population because they were scared and they hid
amongst the population. Had you noticed that people hid or fled because they were
scared of the Seleka?

A.  [14:20:02] In the beginning, when the Seleka arrived, it was difficult to see
people outside. If you were a gendarme or a police or a prefect or

sub-prefect -- everybody was trying to hide. Everybody was scared. The
population hid in the fields; that's the truth. Many people went to hide in the fields.
Q. [14:20:45] Thank you. AsIunderstand correctly, when you say everybody fled,
at least at a certain point of time, outside the Seleka, no one was maintaining order.
Seleka was maintaining order?

A.  [14:21:11] Yes. It's true, you've said it all. It is they who behaved as if they

were the authorities. The authorities had no power. The prefect's authority, the
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police, the gendarmerie's authority was no longer recognised.

Q. [14:21:41] Thank you. Was the Seleka erecting roadblocks at all the outlets of
Mbaiki, and the people behind those barriers carried out extortion measures?

A.  [14:22:12] What you say is true, that's the truth. At the entrance of Mbaiki, or
before exiting from Mbaiki, if you were in a vehicle or on a motorbike, you had to
give something before you were allowed through.

Q. [14:22:40] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. I'm going to move topics now. In
paragraph 26 of your testimony, you talk about the Seleka who threatened you and
the fact that Monsignor Rhino said that you should tell your people to stop shooting.
Who was he referring to? What was Monsignor Rhino referring to when he was
saying "your people"?

A.  [14:23:15] At that time, there was a wedding that was organised in Baguirmi, my
neighbourhood. A Seleka element past this woman, and during that festival
occasion, they shot -- they shot -- there were -- there was gunfire. So the population
was really worried, and then Monsignor Rhino sent someone, a priest, to see me and
to ask me to go to the Seleka elements to ask them to stop with their firing.

At that time, the colonel -- the first colonel had already left. It was during the time of
Colonel Anour. And when I went to the bases, I met another person. Isaid to them
that, really, they are exaggerating with all their shooting, so they had to stop. We
have to respect the law, and I noticed he changed his attitude, even I was scared and
left and returned home.

So when the colonel returned to Mbaiki, I went to him to tell him that, really, it was
too much. The colonel in question said to me that he understood and that he would
take the necessary steps.

Q.  [14:25:30] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. A witness of the Prosecution in this case
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says that the Muslims from Chad - who were installed and established in Mbaiki for
a long time - joined up and worked with the Seleka and directed the Seleka to the
shops and houses which they then proceeded to loot.

Is that something you noticed as well?

A.  [14:25:59] That type of information was circulating in the town of Mbaiki, but
personally I didn't see that. It's true, I'm Muslim from CAR, but originally I came
from Western Africa. Because of my grandfather, I was born in Mbaiki. What you
have just said is something I heard. Iheard that there were Muslims that indicated
the houses, that pointed out the houses of some traders. But that's not something I
saw myself, but I heard people talking about it.

Q. [14:27:05] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. In paragraph 33, you say that you heard
it said that the Seleka were distributing guns within the city. Now, I know you don't
know exactly who was given these guns, but did you hear it said that it was given to
Chadian Muslims?

A.  [14:27:40] Yes. Imyself heard talk about this. There was a group which was
made up and they had a meeting, and during that meeting, there was the mayor and
other authorities and the mayor got up and said publicly that, "You, the Muslims,
received arms and guns from the Seleka." That was said during that meeting.
MISCA's leader - who was at the meeting - asked me whether I saw this myself and I
said, no, personally I didn't see it, but I've heard it said. Everybody was talking
about it in the town of Mbaiki that the Seleka were distributing guns.

I'm a Muslim, I've never touched a weapon, not even a knife. Idon't normally walk
around with a knife. These were rumours that were circulating in the town.

Q.  [14:28:52] Thank you. You've just talked about the mayor. Are you talking

about the mayor of Mbaiki, Mr Raymond Mongbandi, is that correct?
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A.  [14:29:14] Yes, he was part of the meeting group or he -- he was in the meeting
hall. You did mention the name of that person.

Q.  [14:29:39] To continue on the same subject, a witness in this case confirms that
when the Seleka arrived in the town, these men selected some traders, which -- who
had more influence and sold or gave them weapons and automatic rifles.

Is that something which you also heard?

A.  [14:30:15] Yes. Iheard a lot of things, what you're saying now -- but since I'm
an imam, I got a lot of information from all sorts of directions. Now, it's true I don't
speak French, I don't understand French, but sometimes I can write in Arabic; so
everything you say is true. People talked to me about it in Mbaiki. Iheard people
talk about this.

Q.  [14:30:49] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. Well, it is indeed because of your
position that you already mentioned in your statement that people came to see you to
tell you all these things and that is why I'm asking you questions about the things you
heard.

Let me continue on this point. You have just mentioned that you heard these things
about trusted influential traders, and that Seleka allegedly gave them weapons.
Would you know who these people would be, for example?

A.  [14:31:26] No, I do not have any names for you. Ido notknow. And God can
bear me out, I just received information, but I don't know these people.

Q.  [14:31:56] Thank you. At paragraph 28 of your statement, you say that you
were ashamed because of the animosity that had settled in between Mbaiki Christians
and Muslims in Mbaiki, but that you could not do anything, even for your in-laws
who were Christians and who had come to complain to you.

Can you explain to us what your parents in-law were complaining about?
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A.  [14:32:32] Yes, I received some complaints. A young man complained that the
Seleka had come to his house and had stolen his TV set as well as a small amount of
money. So I asked, "Which Seleka?" And he said he didn't know any names. I
asked if he would be able to recognise the individual and he said yes. And my road
is along -- my house, rather, is along the roadside and so he was able to point out an
individual. So I called that Seleka element in and asked him whether he's the one
who had done what was being reported, and he said yes. So I said to him, "If you do
acknowledge that God exists, please return those goods to me or to him." So he said,
"No problem", and he left. Then he returned with money, with some money, the
amount, 45,000, and then he asked me to wait for darkness to fall, and so in the
evening he brought back the TV set.

So that's one of the complaints that I received, and, indeed, in the evening, that TV set
was brought back. He brought back that TV set. Furthermore, he gave 5,000 francs,
and he said it's because he had fired shots and destroyed the roofing sheets, because
he had shot at the roof. So the young person when he came back, I handed back his
TV and the money and the 5,000 to him. It was important for his family for the TV to
be there because the family used it to watch matches and what have you.

So when the young man came to complain, I intervened to ensure that his property
was returned to him.

But there were so many other complaints, but people were scared. People were very
afraid. We didn't sleep at night. Sometimes I myself, I went to the mosque, but I
was also scared. It was difficult for me to pray. I could not sleep well at night. I
couldn't pray normally. It was quite a difficult time.

Q. [14:35:17] Thank you. You have just referred to a young man who -- whom

you mentioned in paragraph 31 of your statement. I understand that you advised
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him not to mention this to anyone. Would it be because the situation was explosive
that you advised him to keep these things to himself?

A.  [14:35:45] Absolutely, yes. Iasked him not to mention it to anyone. I asked
him not to mention this to anybody and to keep the information as a secret. Even the
young Seleka element told me to keep it as a secret and I haven't talked about it to
anyone until this day.

Q.  [14:36:21] Thank you. So you were scared or afraid that this event might
trigger reprisals by Christians on Muslims who would be accused of having -- or of
supporting the Seleka, is that a proper understanding?

A. [14:36:47] Yes, indeed. There was a lot of fear. In fact, at some point in time, I
even asked those people who wanted to come and complain to me, I asked them to
come at night because if everybody knew that I was receiving complaints from
victims, that would have entailed great risk for me.

So whenever somebody complained, I asked them to keep it secret because there was
no state authority in place. It was ajungle. People did whatever they wanted to
and things were very difficult.

Q. [14:37:51] Thank you. So that links quite nicely with my next question. At
paragraph 43 of your statement you say that at the time, the conflict was between
Christians and Muslims and vice a versa. Can you explain to the Court what you
meant by that? And, if I understood properly, it was such that you were ashamed
and overwhelmed by the situation, so to speak?

A.  [14:38:34] Yes, during the events, or at the time of the events, there was really no
problem between Christians and Muslims. At the time, they used to live in harmony
and cohesion with good understanding, no conflicts, no fighting, no one ever pulled

a weapon against the other. People lived as one family. But when the Seleka
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arrived, that cohesion was broken and there was a distinction between Christians and
Muslims.

And who was behind it? It's because of the Seleka. So this made all of us sad and
ashamed because when I turn here, it's a matter of shame. When I turn there, it's
also a matter of shame. And as an imam, I -- I was an imam, I think that this then is
the reason why we were forced to create the Siriri movement. The Siriri movement
was created in collaboration with the Catholic church. We distributed some tracts in
all the mosques and in all the churches and we did everything. Everything. But the
situation was out of control. I tried to calm down my community and all persons
whom I met, whether they were Christians or Muslims. I asked them to continue to
maintain peace and I said that God was going to take care of this situation until we all
came out of it.

Q.  [14:40:43] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. Let me continue to talk about Christians
and Muslims. Not about Anti-Balaka and Seleka, but about the population of
Mbaiki. In paragraph 30 of your statement, you say that after Anour arrived, some
of the Seleka victims continued to harbour anger.

Now, with what you have just said and now in your statement, this confirms the
feeling -- it confirms the idea that the feeling -- this feeling remained, even after the
departure of the Seleka?

A.  [14:41:44] Thank you very much. When the Seleka left, there was a lot of joy,
and, as an imam, some people would come and greet me. People were happy and
relieved because the Seleka had left. So when they spoke to me about these things, I
would tell them, "We needed to hand these things over to God. God has saved us.
He has taken us out of it. Thanks be to God."

Q.  [14:42:34] Thank you. I've understood from your previous immediate
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statement that the situation had gone out of control. Now, after the departure of the
Seleka, did the Muslims in Mbaiki continue to share their fears and anger against
Mbaiki Christians with you?

A.  [14:43:24] Yes. After the Seleka left, I personally, along with a pastor friend,
Sengueteli Apollinaire, he's a pastor of the Mbaiki Apostolic church, well, Muslims
had accused him at the time after the departure of the Seleka. But after the Seleka
left, he came, we walked together - because he was angry against Muslims, he's my
friend, we have been friends for a long time, 10 -- 10 years and more - so we decided
to walk around the neighbourhood hand in hand, greeting everybody. And this was
meant to be a symbol, a symbol that he no longer had any feelings against Muslims
and that I myself did not have any feelings against Christians. His name is
Sengueteli Apollinaire. He's a pastor of the Apostolic church in Mbaiki. So we
worked together -- we walked around together in an effort to make cohabitation a lot
easier.

So after the Seleka left, activities resumed. Those who went to the farms, went back
to the farms, those who were trading, continued to trade and thanks be to God, there
was no major concern.

Q. [14:45:14] Thank you. At the same paragraph, you say that the idea was in the
mind of some Christians, namely, that the Muslims were in charge of what -- or were
responsible for what had happened to them.

Why were the Christians in Mbaiki saying that the Muslims in Mbaiki were
responsible for what had happened to them? If you know the answer.

A.  [14:46:02] It is true that people talk, but it is not all Muslims who were thinking
in that way. Seleka has nothing to do with Islam. If you look only at their conduct

and behaviour, it has nothing to do with Islam. They caused loss of life, loss of

07.03.2022 Page 30



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

|CC-01/14-01/18-T-106-Red-ENG WT 07-03-2022 31/41SZ T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1595

property, and, so, quite honestly, the conduct of the Seleka elements does not reflect
Muslim practices. Anyone who fears God does not behave like that.

So that is how we were all put into the same pot, we were all accused as being Seleka
accomplices. But in the end, Seleka left and we remained. Some of them went back
to Mbaiki. But let me say that the things that Seleka did really do not represent the
conduct of any Muslim. No Muslim would do that or behave in that way.

Q. [14:47:17] Am I to understand -- and you'll tell me whether this is true or not,
am I to understand that even though Seleka has nothing to do with Islam, Christians,
all the same, confused issues and blamed the Muslims for their sufferings, is that
correct?

A.  [14:48:04] Yes, yes. That is what they thought. For them, since the Selekas
were speaking Arabic and the Muslims in Mbaiki were also speaking Arabic, that is
how they considered the Mbaiki Muslims as accomplices of the Seleka. And yet
there were some Muslims who did not want the Seleka to come to their area in Mbaiki.
So Christians thought that because the Seleka and the Muslims were speaking the
same language, they felt that there was some complicity between them; whereas that
was not the case.

Q.  [14:49:00] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. And I have understood that not all
Muslims supported the Seleka of course, but did the Muslims in Mbaiki express to
you any fears that Christians may take out vengeance upon them?

A.  [14:49:32] Yes. They were afraid and that is why we decided to set up the Siriri
group. We drafted a tract, which we distributed in all the churches, so that
tomorrow we would avoid looking at each other with -- with these types of ideas of
vengeance. So we wrote this tract and distributed them in the churches, in the

mosques and even to the authorities, including the gendarmerie and the police with
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a bid for calm to return within the population.

Q.  [14:50:35] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. You have just talked about the tract and
you have mentioned Siriri and that it was in relation to peace and not to security as
you corrected in your statement.

Now that you're talking about this tract, I understand that the tract called on people
to stop doing evil. Does this mean that some Muslims were already attacking
Christians at that time? Is that correct?

A.  [14:51:21] No, that was only in relation to Seleka. The Muslims were afraid and
they were worried and they were concerned about their future, about what would
happen to them tomorrow. So at the time, well, I never saw any Muslims joining up
with the Seleka to commit those abuses. We were afraid of the behaviour of the
Seleka because we felt that vengeance on the population was going to follow, and that
is why we did everything to ensure that peace returned to our community.

Thank you.

(Overlapping speakers)

Q. [14:52:19] Je vous remercie.

MS CASIEZ:  [14:52:20] (Speaks English) Mr President, may I have just one

minute -- oh.

(Pause in proceedings)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:21] Now, please.

(Counsel confers)

MS CASIEZ: [14:53:05] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [14:53:11](Interpretation) Mr Aboubakar, in spite of that initiative for peace
which you initiated, at paragraph 36 of your statement, you say that after Djotodia's

departure you noted that people's attitude had changed.

07.03.2022 Page 32



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

|CC-01/14-01/18-T-106-Red-ENG WT 07-03-2022 33/41SZ T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1595

You were an imam and you were perceived to be a Seleka supporter, so Christians
began to avoid you, and, you're talking here about people in Mbaiki who knew you
well. Is that correct?

A.  [14:53:51] Yes, that is correct. But even before that, we were practising Islam,
but some people accused me, but then later on they understood the thrust of my
struggle. I worked on both sides to stop what was happening. We must note that
after Djotodia and the Seleka left, some people came back to tell me that they had not
understood the reasoning behind my struggle. They said that they had seen how I
had fought for peace to return, and that initially although they didn't understand it,
they had now understood and then they had come back to thank me. So I --1did not
link up or associate myself with the Seleka in the commission of any abuses
whatsoever. Iam animam, and I limited myself to my religious duties. That is
what I did.

Q.  [14:55:20] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. I do understand that you are a figure of
peace in Mbaiki and that you tried to bring down the tensions as much as possible. I
have also understood that there was a lot of confusion and that because you were

a Muslim, some of the Mbaiki inhabitants thought or perceived you to be a Seleka
supporter. So it is not only you who were the subject of this type of confusion, but
that other Muslims also were perceived in that manner and there was a lot of
confusion, is that correct?

A.  [14:56:08] Yes, you have said it all. It was not only the imam who was accused,
Islam, in general, was accused. They thought and saw all Muslims to be accomplices
because we belonged to the same religion. But all those who came to see me, I
provided them with advice, regardless of which side they came from, from body sides,

so -- but at the time, whatever you said, it was very easy, you would be taken for an
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accomplice. You see, some young Muslims in Mbaiki, who were born in Mbaiki and
who grew up in Mbaiki, did not want those types of things to be happening in our
city or in our town.

Q. [14:57:10] Thank you. A Prosecution witness asserted that Christians insulted
Muslims and said that they did not want any Muslims in the sector. Does this tally
with your recollections; namely, that Christians in Mbaiki were insulting Muslims?
A.  [14:57:36] Yes, that is true. Itistrue. Atsome point they even wanted the
Seleka out for good.

MS CASIEZ: (Microphone not activated)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:58:15] No problem.

(Counsel confers)

MS DIMITRI:  [14:58:25] Mr President, just a slight correction from Sango to French.
He said: "IIs ... Ils voulait méme, a un moment donné, que tous les musulmans partent pour
de bon” and not tous les Séléka.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:58:38] I was actually a little bit -- I thought it
strange the answer. Thank you for this correction. Thank you very much.

Please, continue.

MS CASIEZ:  [14:58:56](Interpretation)

Q.  [14:58:58] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. A Prosecution witness also testified that
the youth in Mbaiki would stop and search Mbaiki Muslims who were going from the
market to various neighbourhoods in Mbaiki. I think they were seeking to provoke
them and to do any opportunity to also loot or pillage them. Does this correspond
with what you observed concerning the youth in Mbaiki?

A.  [14:59:41] When the Anti-Balaka arrived in Mbaiki, I didn't see any such thing

with my own eyes, whereby a Muslim or a trader would be searched or extorted.
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No, I did not see that with my own eyes. So I have been talking to you about the
things that the Anti-Balaka did. Now, after the Chadians left ...

Yes?

Q. [15:00:19] Sorry, I could no longer hear you, but in any event, you have already
answered my question by saying that you have no such recollection; so I will move on
to another question.

A Prosecution witness said that at a certain moment, all the young Christians in the
looting took machetes and started to chase the Muslims and take their goods.

Did you hear or see that yourself? I'm talking about young Christians in the villages
who took machetes and who started chasing the Muslims and taking their goods.

A.  [15:01:25] No, that didn't happen in the town of Mbaiki. Using machetes to
chase the Muslims or steal their goods, no, in Mbaiki, there was no incident of this
nature.

Q. [15:01:50] I'm talking about the surrounding villages, did you hear something
like that about the surrounding villages?

A. [15:02:06] No. No, I don't know exactly what happened in -- I only know what
happened in Mbaiki, I only can talk about two places. I spoke about the death of
two people in Boukanga. It was a village where a father and his son were killed, and
the second incident in a village in Bagandou, which is about 25 kilometres from
Mbaiki, an imam was killed. He was beheaded and his head was stuck on a piece of
wood with a cigarette in his mouth.

Apart from these two incidents, I can't provide you with any information.

Q.  [15:03:09] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. I'm now completely going to change the
subject.

In your statement, I saw the word "rumour" appeared 11 times, "Some of my

07.03.2022 Page 35



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

|CC-01/14-01/18-T-106-Red-ENG WT 07-03-2022 36/41 SZ T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1595

colleagues in -- Central African colleagues talked about the 'pavement radio’, and I
suppose Mbaiki also had that, the gossiping. So do you think a lot of the
information, be it true or false, circulated very swiftly during that time?

A. [15:03:46] Yes. There were lots of rumours. There was information that had
to be verified, but others were unfounded rumours. There were -- there was the
truth and also rumours. Not everything that was said was true and some of it was
not incorrect. There were lots of rumours. As an imam, I was informed of what
happened a little bit everywhere and I just had to pray. Ididn't have anything else I
could do.

Q.  [15:04:51] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. I'm going to change the subject again
and talk about the meeting at the Catholic mission with the -- Archbishop Rhino,
which you mentioned this morning, and it's paragraph 75 to 79 in your statement.
You've already given a lot of information about the meeting, but I think you have

a good memory, so I'm going to see if we can find out more information.

Are you following me?

A.  [15:05:29] Yes, I am following.

Q.  [15:05:33] You talk about Habib and Abdul Karim, Yakoub Souleymane, Issa
Langaba and Diakite who were present at the meeting. Do you agree with me that at
this meeting, it's not only the imam and pastors who were present, but also Muslim
traders and the representatives of the Muslim community, is that correct?

A. [15:06:14] That's correct. There were the imams, Issa Langaba was one of the
imams of the mosque. It was Yakoub Souleymane who was an imam of the Yérima
neighbourhood. They have all left for Chad. According to the information I
received, given that they left and I was present, I can say what happened. There was

also the leaders of the neighbourhood, Diakite, and during these events I was the only
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one who remained.

Q. [15:07:12] Thank you. And you said the prefect was also present in paragraph
75, you talk of Alexandre Kouroupe-Awo?

A. [15:07:27] Yes. That's correct. There was also the mayor. The mayor of the
town of Mbaiki. He was present as well.

Q. [15:07:46] Do you remember whether there was somebody present from
Sangaris?

A. [15:07:57] Yes, there were representatives of Sangaris as well.

Q. [15:08:12] Since we are talking about the Sangaris, do you agree that the
Sangaris arrived in Mbaiki before the Anti-Balaka, is that correct?

A.  [15:08:24] That's correct, the Sangaris arrived before the arrival of the
Anti-Balaka. They entered the town to restore peace. They held a meeting to pacify
us so that we wouldn't have any conflicts. They also patrolled the town of Mbaiki.
At a certain moment, they also came into contact with the Anti-Balaka.

Q.  [15:09:08] Thank you. If you can go back to the meeting at the Catholic mission.
Do you remember whether there were representatives of NGOs like DRC, Danish
Refugee Council, it's a Danish NGO for refugees?

A.  [15:09:50] Yes. Inoticed they were there. Idon't know what they were
doing -- no, I saw whites, but I don't know what nationality they were. At that
moment, everybody was scared, so we didn't want to find out who was who. There
was really some fear, so we didn't try to investigate or to ask too many questions
about people who were there.

Q.  [15:10:35] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. A witness from the Prosecution states
that the departure of the Muslims to Chad on the 6th of February 2014 was discussed

during that meeting. Can you remember that this subject was discussed at that
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meeting?

A. [15:11:13] Yes. Iremember that subject. It was discussed and the prefect
spoke about it. There was a discussion between the prefect and the imam, Langaba.
He's -- what I heard being said, "Go back home. Leave us in peace." And

that -- that is what the prefect said and that's what I heard with my very own ears.

Q. [15:11:57] Can you remember whether during the meeting, the mayor of Mbaiki,
Mr Mongbandi said that the return of the Chadians to Chad was requested by the
Chadian embassy?

A.  [15:12:32] I didn't understand your question. Could you please repeat it,
please.

Q.  [15:12:41] Of course, Mr Aboubakar. During the meeting, Mr Mongbandi said
that the return of the Chadians was requested by Chad, by the Chadian ambassador?
A. [15:13:11] No, no. Idon't know, was it the ambassador? Was it the
government of Chad? Idon't know. We heard it said that the Chad ambassador in
Bangui called to say that there was a vehicle that was going to leave at 5 o'clock to
repatriate them. That's all I know on this subject. And two vehicles arrived, two
trucks and they were evacuated. That's all I know.

Q. [15:13:51] Thank you. Iknow you already explained what Mr Yekatom said
during that meeting, and I imagine it's difficult for you to remember the entire
statements, but I'm going to try and suggest some sentences, which Yekatom might
have said, and perhaps you can say whether he did say these things or not.

Do you remember that Mr Yekatom said that he came to Mbaiki with the
authorisation of the Sangaris during the meeting?

A. [15:14:50] Yes. He said that he didn't come under his own initiative. He came

to re-establish peace in the town of Mbaiki. ButI didn't hear the word "Sangaris"
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come out of his mouth. He said he came to Mbaiki to restore peace, and I think
everything he said after that is in my statement. I've already talked about this.

Q.  [15:15:34] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar.

I'm going to try and refresh your memory on two questions, and then I'll move on to
something else. Do you remember that Mr Yekatom said that he *would go find the
Muslims hidden in the forest so that they could come back to their villages?

A.  [15:16:19] Yes, I do remember that. It's true. He did say something like that.
Q. [15:16:33] Do you remember that Mr Yekatom said that he wanted to work with
the imams and the priests because the police and the gendarmerie were not enough to
protect the population, and, by working together with the imams and the priests or
the pastors, he could help protect the population?

A.  [15:17:11] Yes. It'strue. He did say that. He arrived one morning and the
next evening, he called for a meeting and during that meeting, he said just what
you've just said.

Q. [15:17:43] Thank you. Do you remember that a Christian mother said that the
Muslims who *she used to live with had weapons and they should surrender them?
A.  [15:18:20] No, I don't remember that. Ididn't hear something of that sort. It
doesn't appear in my statement either.

Q.  [15:18:35] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar.

I'm going to put forward some statements because your memory is very sound. Do
you remember that a representative of the Danish Refugee Council, the person you
mentioned previously, said that there were an enormous number of people who were
benefiting from all the problems to -- to loot and to settle scores?

A.  [15:19:34] Your Honour, that happened often, looting. There were many

lootings that took place. You know, the youth of today, if you compare them to the
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youth of former times, there's a big difference as regards their behaviour. Some of
these young people were ready to steal from -- in -- in the NGOs, they sometimes
stole their vehicles; that happened regularly.

Q. [15:20:21] Thank you. Do you remember that the representative of youth,
Abdoul Salam Amousamil, welcomed Yekatom's proposal in Sango, but I'm going
to say it in French, "My big brother, Rambo, spoke well"?

A. [15:20:55] Abdoul Salam is alive. He did welcome that, it's true. He did
welcome what his big brother, Yekatom, said, because Yekatom made it possible that
peace is restored in Lobaye, in the 16 provinces of ...  The first one that got peace
was Mbaiki because the vehicles came from Bangui and arrived in Mbaiki and that's
thanks to Yekatom. So when *Yekatom was preparing his candidacy to be deputy,
he criss-crossed that locality to fight against thugs. And he said: "Be careful, those
who harm someone, they will have to deal with me. All those who will touch

a Muslim, they will die before me."

Q.  [15:22:25] I've finished with my questions as regards the meeting. Now I'm
going to go to another subject, which you mentioned this morning, and just now
again, you talked about a son and his father who were killed in a village near
Boukanga. I'm going to read out a document to you. It's 9 of the Defence binder,
CAR-D29-0026-0056.

Mr Aboubakar, I'm going to explain to you about this document, which will be
displayed, but let me explain it to you. This is a report for Bangui-Bouchia

and Boukanga made by CARITAS Central Africa on 11 October 2013.

In the middle of the first page, you can read:

"It was during the night on Wednesday 2 October 2013, that two armed men heard an

eruption in the village of Bangui-Bouchia and the beating of two Chads,
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Messieurs -- Mr Zacharia Hamid and Mr Abdoulaye Tair.

Is that the event that you were talking about, this morning and just now?

A. [15:24:18] That's correct. That is the event, that is the two deaths. We left
Mbaiki to collect the bodies and then we returned to Mbaiki in order to bury them.
Abda (phon) Zacharia.

Q.  [15:24:45] Thank you, Mr Aboubakar. Iknow that you went to (Overlapping
speakers)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:24:51] Overlapping, sorry.

THE WITNESS: [15:24:56](Interpretation) I would like to ask something, please, if
you allow me. Please, your Honour, may I get up to relieve myself, please,

your Honour?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:25:11] Of course you can do that, and, I think we
are close to the end of the session. It would make sense, I think, to stop here.

I assume that you don't have so many questions left.

THE WITNESS: [15:25:25](No interpretation)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:25:26] Yes, okay.

MS CASIEZ: [15:25:28] Yeah, I think I still have like 30 minutes, 35 minutes. We
can -- tomorrow.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:25:37] Yes, okay.

And I would be surprised again if Mr Knoops or if Ms Pedroso - whoever is
questioning - would have -- would fill three or four hours. No.

Okay, so then we conclude for today and continue tomorrow at 9.30.

THE COURT USHER: [15:25:57] All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.25 p.m.)
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