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Monday, 15 January 20187

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.33 a.m.)8

THE COURT USHER:  [9:33:05] All rise.9

The International Criminal Court is now in session.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:25]  Good morning, everyone.  And I think11

on 15 January I may be allowed to wish everyone on behalf of the Chamber a happy12

New Year, still be allowed on 15 January.13

Could the court officer please call the case.14

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:55]  Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.15

The situation in the Republic of Uganda, in the case of the Prosecutor versus16

Dominic Ongwen, case reference ICC-02/04-01/15.17

And for the record, we're in open session.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:12]  Thank you very much.19

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  For the Prosecution, please.20

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [9:34:19]  Good morning, your Honour.21

I'm appearing today with Ms Beti Hohler, Mr Ben Gumpert, Julian Elderfield,22

Jasmina Suljanovic, Ramu Fatima Bittaye and Agnese Valenti.  And my name is23

Pubudu Sachithanandan.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:35]  Thank you very much.25
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And for the Legal Representatives of the Victims, Ms Massidda first.1

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:34:40]  Good morning, your Honours.  I think that we are also2

allowed then to wish the Chamber and other people in courtroom a happy New Year.3

For the common Legal Representative team today appearing in courtroom,4

Orchlon Narantsetseg, Caroline Walter and myself, Paolina Massidda.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:58]  Thank you.6

And Mr Manoba.7

MR MANOBA:  [9:35:01]  Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.8

Mr James Mawira and myself, Joseph Manoba.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:08]  Thank you.10

And for the Defence, Mr Obhof.11

MR OBHOF:  [9:35:10]  Good morning, your Honour.  Also a happy New Year to12

everyone.  Today here for the Defence is our co-counsel, Chief Charles13

Achaleke Taku; one of our assistant counsels, Ms Abigail Bridgman; of course our14

client, Mr Dominic Ongwen; and myself, Thomas Obhof.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:24]  Thank you very much.16

The Prosecution is now calling Witness 250 as the next witness.  Before commencing,17

the Chamber notes briefly that protective measures are granted to this witness by18

virtue of decision 612 and that the VWU recommends no further protective measures.19

Mr Witness, welcome to the Court.  On behalf of the Chamber, of everyone, welcome20

here in the courtroom.  I will now read the solemn undertaking to tell the truth that21

every witness who testifies before this Court must agree to.  So please listen to me22

and I ask you afterwards if you understand and agree.  So please listen:23

I solemnly declare that I will speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the24

truth.25
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Mr Witness, do you understand?1

WITNESS:  UGA-OTP-P-02502

(The witness speaks Acholi)3

THE WITNESS:  [9:18:00]  (No interpretation)4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:35]  Do you agree?5

THE WITNESS:  [9:36:37] (Interpretation)  Yes, I have understood and I do agree.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:40]  Thank you very much.7

We will continue then.  I will first explain to you now the protective measures that8

the Chamber has put in place for your testimony.  First of all, face distortion.  That9

means that no one outside the courtroom can see your face during your testimony.10

Second, we will use a pseudonym.  In accordance with that, we refer to you only as11

"Mr Witness", as I am doing at the moment, not with your real name.  That is to12

make sure that the public does not know your name.13

When your answers will not give away who you are, we will do that in open session,14

which means that the public can hear what is said in this courtroom.  When you are15

asked to describe anything that relates specifically to you, or you are asked to16

mention facts that might reveal your identity, we do this in what we call private17

session.  And private session means that there is no broadcast and no one outside the18

courtroom can hear your answer.19

I also have a few practical matters for you that you should have in mind when you20

give your testimony.  Everything we say here in the courtroom is written down and21

interpreted.  It is therefore important for everyone to speak clearly and at a slow22

pace.  I would ask you to speak into the microphone and only start speaking when23

the person asking you the question has finished.24

If you have any questions yourself, you can raise your hand so that we know that you25
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want to address the Chamber and I will give you then the word.1

I assume that you have understood all that?2

Then we can start your testimony.3

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [9:38:43]  Your Honour, could we go into private4

session for two questions.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:48]  Yes, private session.6

(Private session at 9.38 a.m.)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Open session at 9.40 a.m.)22

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:40:06]  We are back in open session, Mr President.23

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [9:40:12]24

Q.   [9:40:13]  Mr Witness, I'll give you a very brief road map of how I'm going to25
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ask you questions today.  I'm going to begin by asking you about a person named1

Tabuley and we're going to spend a few minutes discussing that man.  After that,2

we're going to go to the very beginning of your time in the LRA and we will discuss3

in detail the time you spent in the LRA.4

So now I will begin with the first section.  Have you heard of anyone called Tabuley?5

A.   [9:41:05]  Yes, I heard of Tabuley.6

Q.   [9:41:07]  Is he currently alive?7

A.   [9:41:11]  No.  He died.8

Q.   [9:41:21]  Could you please tell -- describe to this Court how Tabuley died.9

A.   [9:41:29]  Could you assist me with a pen, please?10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:48]  Yes, why not, I think.  If you want to11

draw something that can be shown to everybody in the courtroom and that might12

make it for us more visible, so to speak, then why not?  Any idea how we can13

manage to do that?  I think that should be possible.  You know, we have analogue14

ways and we have digital ways to do that.15

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [9:42:13]  Your Honour, from prior experience, I think16

Mr Witness likes to scribble when he's thinking and then speak.  Not necessarily --17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:22]  So you have more -- I know that you18

have interviewed him before so you have more experience.  So why not do that?19

Simply give him a pen and paper and then let him speak.20

So we do it this way, Mr Witness.  You receive a paper and a pen and then you21

simply describe.  And if you want, if it assists you that you scribble at the same time22

for yourself, this is fine with us.23

THE WITNESS:  [9:43:00] (Interpretation)  Thank you.  And I want to thank you24

for the question about the death of Tabuley.  As I introduced myself already,25
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Tabuley is no longer alive.  He has since died.1

At the time I was abducted, I was distributed into groups.  I was taken under a2

brigade which was commanded by Tabuley.  So this is how Tabuley died.  It was in3

Soroti.  He was shot from there.  We were surrounded by the soldiers.  The4

soldiers surrounded us from all directions in four different locations.5

So usually when something wrong is about to happen, he usually sense -- I think he6

has some sense, extra sense that will let him know of something which is about to7

happen.  So at some point he had gone out to ease himself and he was able to see8

some strange soldiers.  He wanted to shoot, fire at them.  But he tried to fire three9

times, but it could not -- the gun could not work.  So after that three attempts but10

failed, the other soldier on the other side shot him and he died.  And that's how he11

died.12

Q. [9:44:47]  And what happened after Tabuley died?13

A.   [9:44:58]  After he died, this is what happened.  The government soldiers, the14

government soldiers were very many in number.  There were reports that -- the15

escorts said Tabuley has been shot, and this report went to senior commanders of the16

Holy and the report came down to the lower ranks.17

So we were told to go and carry his body, and we went and there was fierce exchange18

of gunfire.  Radio call was set up and Kony was informed that Tabuley has been shot.19

So what should we do?  Kony said, "We give you four days to bring -- to carry and20

bring Tabuley's body up to Sudan."  Then the commander on the ground agreed and21

we started fighting.  It was fierce fighting and we were able to retrieve the body.22

The helicopter gunship was also hovering up, and the soldiers, foot soldiers on the23

ground were also firing at us.  So while the gunship was firing at us, the foot soldiers24

were also firing at us.  But we were told to fight and ensure that the body was25
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retrieved.1

But this information was supposed to be kept in secret.  It should not reach the2

newly abductees.  People struggled, we struggled to carry his body so that we could3

go with it to Sudan.  The battle was too fierce.  The gunship was firing all over.4

And then again communication was sent to Kony that this fighting is really serious,5

so what should we do?  Then he said what should be done, "Let the head be cut, let6

him be cut in the neck, and the head should be brought to us.  So what you should7

do, there are some houses in that house, so you should check the fifth house in that8

area and put the head of Tabuley in the house, in the fifth house.  Then once that is9

done, then you can carry the body after four days to bring it to me."10

Indeed, this instruction was followed and five houses were got.  All the rest of the11

houses were burnt, but the fifth house was left and the body was put in the fifth12

house.  Some of us, some of us who were selected remained in that area, but the rest13

of the people went to where they were told to go.14

Q.   [9:48:13]  I'm sorry to stop you.  I just wanted to ask a few questions about15

what you've already said.16

Who took over command of the troops at the time, after Tabuley died?17

A.   [9:48:39]  Okay.  At that time, the person who took over from18

Tabuley -- because there were other brigades.  There was Otti; then it came to19

Tabuley, and the other brigades now I do not remember, but the person who took20

over was called Odomi Dominic Ongwen.  After Tabuley's death, Dominic Ongwen21

took over from him.22

Q.   [9:49:14]  And how do you know that Dominic Ongwen took over from23

Tabuley at this time?24

A.   [9:49:32]  This is how I came to know:  I was abducted in 2002 on the 1st.25
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When I was abducted, I spent quite a long time in the bush.  In that long stay,1

Dominic Ongwen, in the bush, he was commonly referred to as Odomi, Odomi.  So2

when this boss died, order came from Kony that since Tabuley is dead, Dominic3

Ongwen should go and replace him and take over the role.4

Indeed, immediately Dominic Ongwen came and took over from him.  Then we5

were informed that since Tabuley is no longer alive, the commander who was to6

replace him is now Dominic Ongwen.7

Q.   [9:50:48]  Now, is this something that you saw with your own eyes or is this8

something you learned in some other way?9

A.   [9:51:00]  How I knew, at the time when Tabuley was still alive, when they10

send you fight and you will fight and nothing wrong will happen to you.  But at the11

time when Dominic Ongwen took over, it was different.  We were fighting, and12

people -- the government soldiers would really attack us very frequently.  Then I13

started asking, is this Dominic Ongwen?  Is this person moving, is this the one called14

Dominic Ongwen?  Then I was told, yes, he is the one.15

Q.   [9:51:49]  When Dominic Ongwen took over in the way you described, what16

did Dominic Ongwen do?17

A.   [9:52:09]  At that point there were very many things that happened, very many18

bad things that happened.  Very, very many indeed.  First, people were abducted,19

houses were burnt, people were killed, cattles and other household items were looted.20

Q.   [9:52:40]  Yes, now that's quite a general statement, but I'm asking quite a21

specific question.  Immediately after Tabuley's death, when Dominic Ongwen took22

over, what did you see, if anything, him doing?23

A.   [9:53:08]  What I saw was that children from the age of 10 would be abducted.24

When you are abducted you would be told you will be recruited into the army.  He25
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would order.  He does not do it by himself, but he would order that a child who has1

been captured should be beaten 50 strokes of the cane as a way of recruiting him into2

the army.  So the other soldiers would put this into action.  He would order that,3

"Now I want people to go and collect food."  Indeed, the soldiers under his4

command would go to collect food.5

Q.   [9:53:54]  And after the death of Tabuley, how long did you stay with the6

group of Dominic Ongwen?7

A.   [9:54:28]  At that time I did not take a long time.  We were taken from there.8

I was selected amongst other people.  By then, there was one commander called Acel9

Calo Apar -- was shot from there.  He was actually one of the battle-hardened Holy10

soldiers.  So we were taken to a place called Lacekocot in Pader.  We left Soroti to11

come to Lacekocot.  So when we arrived at Lacekocot, we separated with the other12

group until when I returned home.  I never saw him again, because when you are in13

the bush, you could stay in a place for like a month, sometimes a week or so.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:55:20]  May I, shortly, please.15

Mr Witness, I would also like to ask you a question.  You said you were informed16

that Dominic Ongwen had taken over command.  Who informed you, if you recall?17

THE WITNESS:  [9:55:44] (Interpretation)  The commander with whom I was by the18

name Okema.  I was his -- I was soldier under him, so Okema was the one who told19

us that we should go to a place called Kitgum.  So his role is to lead the group by20

walking ahead.  So it was him who told us about this information.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:56:14]  Please continue.22

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [9:56:16]23

Q.   [9:56:17]  In fact, I just want to follow up on the question His Honour asked.24

When Dominic Ongwen took over, is this something you saw with your own eyes or25
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is this something you just heard about?1

A.   [9:56:35]  When Okema told me, indeed, I saw by myself that this is the person2

called Ongwen.3

Q.   [9:56:50]  All right.  We'll come back now to what you were saying about Acel4

Calo Apar.5

When people were being selected to carry Acel Calo Apar, who was the in the6

commander in charge of your group?7

A.   [9:57:13]  When the selection was being done, Ongwen, Ongwen was the one8

leading the group.  He said at this time from coy A, from coy B and coy C, two9

people should be selected from each coy. He gave orders to commanders like10

Okema.  And Okema came and told us that, "Right now we have received11

information from our commander that we should select some people.  Not only we12

should select people to carry not only Acel Calo Apar but all other injured13

commanders who should be taken to the place where they should go."14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted), another, another boy called Komakech.  He's a bit tall.16

He comes from Lira Palwo.  We were six in number.  There was also Odong from17

Kitgum; there was also Okwera.  Their home is in Odek.  And there were some18

other people.  Now I cannot recall all their names.19

Q.   [9:58:47]  At the time Odong was selected to carry Acel Calo Apar, how old20

was Odong?21

A.   [9:59:03]  I guess that Odong was about 16 to 17 years old.22

Q.   [9:59:13]  How old was Okwera?23

A.   [9:59:18]  Odong and Okwera were almost of the same age.24

Q.   [9:59:23]  How old was Komakech?25
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A.   [9:59:38]  Komakech was a bit older than all of us.  He was 18 years old.1

(Redacted) see Dominic2

Ongwen again?3

A.   [10:00:07]  When we left I never saw Dominic Ongwen again.4

Q.   [10:00:15]  Thank you, Mr Witness.5

That brings us to the end of the first section that I described to you of the questions6

I'm going to ask you.  And now we're going to go back to discuss your time in the7

LRA.8

And can we please all turn to tab 20.  That is ERN UGA-OTP-0282-0219. Not to be9

shown to the public.  And perhaps the witness can be assisted with looking at tab 2010

on the binder.  I'm just wondering --11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:01:54]  The information that you want to refer12

to you read to the witness.13

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:02:01]  This should be the document which is14

entitled Caritas Pader.  Is that the document?15

Q.   [10:02:14]  Mr Witness, now without mentioning your name or any other16

details, can you tell us whether you recognise this document?17

A.   [10:02:33]  That's my document.18

Q.   [10:02:37]  Can you tell us what it is?19

A.   [10:02:46]  It is a document that, when I came out of the bush, I went to a place20

known as Lagile.  From Lagile I was sent to Achol-Pii.  From Achol-Pii I was sent to21

Pajule mission, and at Pajule mission I stayed there for a while.  From Pajule mission22

they told us that "As you have stayed here for a while we will take you back home,23

and in order to send you back home we are going to give you some clothes, we are24

going to give you beddings, we are going to give you some food and other necessities25
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in addition to this document.  This document will confirm that when you came out1

of the bush you stayed with us, with the Caritas.  When you came out we took care2

of you at Caritas, and if there is anything that you need or if there is any information3

that is needed, the information will be found on that paper."  And this is what the4

document represents.5

Q.   [10:03:57]  Okay.  And the picture on this document on the top right, whose6

picture is that?7

A.   [10:04:07]  This is my photo.8

Q.   [10:04:10]  Now, Mr Witness, I'm going to read out part of this document and9

then ask you some questions about that.10

Now, this document says, it mentions your name and then it says that this is to11

inform that the above named is a resident and it mentioned where you, where you12

live.  And then it continues, "He was abducted by LRA rebels on 24 February 200313

until 5 March 2004."14

Now, Mr Witness, I'm going to ask you some questions about this period of15

abduction.16

Can you tell us, please, how you were abducted without mentioning the names of any17

of the persons you were abducted with.18

A.   [10:05:28]  I was abducted in this way:  In 2002, on the 1st, exactly on the 1st,19

at the time the Holy, the Holy was - the insurgency was at its height, the government20

was encouraging people to go to the centres.  We went to Pajule centre.  When we21

got to Pajule centre there is an old man who I would refer to as "my father" was22

taking care of giving us some food, some beans, some sorghum and other things to23

take.  My father was on his own.  My mum is already deceased.  When we got24

there, I started courting some girl and the girl became pregnant.  When the girl came25
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to me, we went to him on the 1st, we went to Pajule, and I went and introduced the1

girl to my father.  Then we started going to the village, to Piaula.  When we left the2

place to go to Piaula, I went there.  We went with the girl, I went and found my3

father at home.  My father told me, "(Redacted), is this you?" And I told him "Yes,4

father.  I've come, I've come to introduce this girl to you.  She's pregnant and5

I've -- she's been with me for about a week so I thought I should come and introduce6

her to you and get some foodstuff as well."7

My father told me that, "Well, we have a problem of water.  We do not have water.8

Could you please go to the well and fetch some water."  We went to collect water9

from the well.  While we were coming back home, at the corner, at some junction we10

saw somebody.  The person was coming, the person indicated, asking me to come11

over.  The person is known as (Redacted) and Ocen.  The person said, (Redacted)12

come, come.  So I went, I went to these people.  When I got to these people I saw the13

person and I said -- I tried to put -- shake the person's hand and there was an LRA14

who was with them.  The person held my hand, he got hold of my hand, he got me,15

he threw me down, he stamped on me, he beat me, and he started asking me "Where16

is your home?"17

(Redacted) said, "This is the way to his home.  If you follow this road all the way,18

you will get to their home."19

I started moving with these people, I took them where I was.  When we got home I20

found that my father possibly heard when they were beating me and they had left.  I21

put the water down and they started walking with me.  They took me and went with22

me to an area known as Lakoklil.  They took me to a place, someone's place known23

as LC1.24

THE INTERPRETER: Could the witness please be asked to slow down.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:08:52]  Mr Witness, you are speaking a little bit1

too quick, so the interpreters have difficulties to follow.  So we would ask you to2

speak a little bit slower.  And perhaps I use this short mini break to ask you a3

question myself:4

What you are telling us now is your abduction, as I understand.  And can you please5

tell us again, it escaped my attention a little bit obviously, when this was exactly,6

when did this happen what you are telling us now?7

THE WITNESS:  [10:09:29] (Interpretation)  I was abducted in 2002.  Around the8

1st.  That's when I was abducted.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:09:40]  Do you mean by "the 1st", 1st of10

January?11

THE WITNESS:  [10:09:46] (Interpretation) No.  The 1st of February.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  The 1st of February.13

THE WITNESS:  The 1st of February 2002.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:09:55]  Okay.  Please continue.15

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:10:01]16

Q.   [10:10:02]  Right, you mentioned that you were taken to near the home of the17

LC1.  Please continue from there.18

A.   [10:10:12]  When we got to this place it was in the evening.  It was at19

approximately 6 p.m.  We stayed there.  There were other people who had been20

abducted, a number of people, approximately 10 people who had also been abducted.21

When we got to that place, I saw somebody come with a goat, with a chicken, with22

people, and came with other things like beans and peas.23

That evening at around 7 to 8 p.m. we were told, "Do you know somebody called24

(Redacted) And I said, "No, I do not know (Redacted)."  And they said, "Okay,25
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right now we want you to dance, we want you to dance like (Redacted), you and your1

wife."  And I said, "No, I do not know (Redacted) I do not know how to dance with2

it."  But I had to get up and dance.3

In the morning they took me and went with me.4

Do you want me to explaining everything until the day I came back?5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:25]  I think we can shorten that a little bit,6

I would say.  And we have of course recognised what has happened and I think we7

can now perhaps, as I said, shorten this part of the narrative, I would say.  We don't8

need every detail what happened.9

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:11:46]  Of course.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:47]  We have already asked the witness11

what he knows in relation to Mr Ongwen.  If there are other things, this would be12

perhaps of interest, that are more related to our incidents here, our charged incidents.13

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:12:01]  Yes, your Honour.14

Q.   [10:12:03]  Mr Witness, have you heard of a place called Wang Ogali?15

A.   [10:12:22]  Yes, I do know a place called Wang Ogali.16

Q.   [10:12:25]  During the process of your abduction and movement did you ever17

encounter this place called Wang Ogali?18

A.   [10:12:34]  Yes, I did go to Wang Ogali.19

Q.   [10:12:39]  At the time you were at Wang Ogali - now you remember we20

discussed earlier this morning the person known as Dominic Ongwen that you saw21

that took over after the death of Tabuley.  Now, at the time that you were at Wang22

Ogali, where was this person you later discovered was Dominic Ongwen?23

A.   [10:13:16]  At the time I had just been abducted.  I think I had only been in the24

bush for approximately three days so I did not know a lot of the people there, I had25
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not seen many of them before.1

Q.   [10:13:41]  Right.  Does this mean you know - well, let me rephrase that2

question.  The man that you later found out was Dominic Ongwen, do you know3

where that man was when you were at Wang Ogali or do you not?4

A.   [10:14:03]  When we were at Wang Ogali I had only just been sent to that place.5

We had been abducted and we had been distributed while we were at Wang Ogali,6

and the number of Holies was extremely numerous.  I was taken and handed over to7

Okema. I'd only been there for three days and I did not know all the names of the8

people that were there.9

Q.   [10:14:32]  Did you see any LRA leaders in Wang Ogali or did you not?10

A.   [10:14:46]  I saw some commanders in Wang Ogali.  I saw them while we11

were walking, while we were going towards Latanya, and that's when I saw because12

there were so many people.  At the time I'd only just been abducted and I think I'd13

only been there for about week and I knew some people, but I did not know that14

many.  But most of the commanders, I'd actually seen them but I did not know, I15

could not identify each and every commander.  Because when you are newly16

abducted and you are young, you are placed in the hands of one commander, you17

know that commander but you do not know every other commander.  Unless they18

take you from that commander and they distribute you to other commanders, then19

you get to know who they are.20

Q.   [10:15:43]  Now, do you know a place called Amuria?21

A.   [10:15:50]  Yes, I do know a place called Amuria.22

Q.   [10:15:54]  During your time in the LRA did anything of significance happen in23

Amuria?24

A.   [10:16:03]  Yes.  I do know Amuria.  I know it very well.  And I know what25
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happened at Amuria very well.1

Q.   [10:16:20]  Please tell us what happened at Amuria.2

A.   [10:16:32]  What happened at Amuria was a selection of soldiers.3

Once - when they selected Holy soldiers they selected the recruits and we went -- they4

went to Amuria.  When they went to that place they went to attack the place.  When5

they attacked the place, there was one commander known as Ocitti from Amuria.6

That commander, whenever there was a battle he was the one who would always7

lead.  When he went Ocitti was shot, he was shot at Amuria, he was shot at that8

place.  Once Ocitti was shot we engaged in heavy battle in that place.  They9

engaged in battle until they managed to pick Ocitti's body and bring it back.  After10

that they went to Amuria to fight.  They attacked Amuria centre.  They attacked the11

place, they burnt the place, they killed a number of people, they looted a number of12

things, they took so many things from Amuria.13

Many houses were burnt.  They committed a number of atrocities in that place.14

Q.   [10:18:04]  Now, once Ocitti died, who, if anyone, took over command of LRA15

troops at Amuria?16

A.   [10:18:18]  When Ocitti died, that's when I saw somebody known as Odomis,17

the person was referred to as Odomis (phon), Odomis, Odomis.  And it was when18

we got there the recruits were responsible for hitting jerrycans, and when people are19

injured, people carrying the injured people or taking things, and it was while we were20

at Amuria, that was when I became to realise that the next commander, the person21

who took over from Ocitti, was that person.22

Q.   [10:19:07]  This commander called Odomi, does he have any other names?23

A.   [10:19:19]  Odomis, Odomis is Dominic Ongwen, is Dominic Ongwen, because24

while we were in the bush, he did not like to be referred to as Ongwen, so he used to25
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be referred to as Odomi, Odomi, Odomi.  It was later on that I realised, when Okema1

informed me that, right now, if you refer to Dominic as Dominic Ongwen and he2

hears that you're calling him as Dominic Ongwen, you will be killed.  So the only3

way you can refer to him is Dominic or Odomi, and that's when I came to realise that4

this Odomi is Dominic Ongwen.5

Q.   [10:20:06]  What did Dominic Ongwen do in Amuria after the death of Ocitti?6

A.   [10:20:21]  Following Ocitti's death, as I explained earlier, they killed people;7

they burnt houses; they abducted young children; they pillaged things; they looted8

things like beans, peas, goats, chickens and clothes as well.9

Q.   [10:20:44]  You mentioned abductions of young children.  What was the age of10

the youngest child that you saw abducted at Amuria?11

A.   [10:21:10]  The youngest child I saw abducted was known as Okot; he was12

10 years old.  There were also some young girls and, well, older boys as well, but the13

youngest boy I saw was Okot and he was 10.  And Tabuley asked, "Why did you14

abduct this little boy, this little boy like Okot?"15

Q.   [10:21:45]  Was Tabuley present at Amuria or was he not present at Amuria?16

A.   [10:21:53]  He sent orders, but he himself was not present.17

Q.   [10:22:00]  You mentioned that some girls were abducted.  How old was the18

youngest of the girls you saw abducted?19

A.   [10:22:19]  Most of the girls were approximately 15 years and younger.20

Q.   [10:22:28]  What happened in Amuria after these people were abducted?21

A.   [10:22:43]  After Amuria we started going back to Tabuley.  They informed22

him, they reported back to him regarding the events.  As recruits, we were on the23

sidelines.  We did not know what took place inside because the only thing that I saw24

was Okot and another young girl being sent back to where we were.  Okot was25
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somebody's escort, but I do not recall the name of that person.  And the girl also1

came to Okema's homestead, so the girl came and stayed there.2

Q.   [10:23:31]  At the time that the Amuria abductions were happening, where was3

Tabuley located?4

A.   [10:23:45]  When people were abducted from Amuria, Tabuley was also in5

Amuria.  But at the time that we were in the battlefield, he was not present.  He6

only issued orders.  He was close by but he was not at the battlefield.7

Q.   [10:24:04]  What happened to the girls who were abducted?8

A.   [10:24:32]  The girls who were abducted, I stated earlier that a number of girls9

were abducted; very many girls were abducted.  Most of them were school children.10

The school children were abducted from a boarding school.  They were all11

distributed, and one, that's why I said one, was brought to us.  They abducted12

beautiful girls, and all the girls would be distributed among the commanders.  They13

would distributed to the commanders as their wives.  One person -- when they sent14

somebody to go and make a bed, then that meant that the person became the15

commander's wife.  I was told that.  I did not see it, but somebody told me that.16

Q.   [10:25:23]  Did you see any of the abducted girls at Amuria?17

A.   [10:25:38]  Do you mean the girls who came to us, to our coy?  I saw the18

person -- the girls who came to A coy, to our coy.19

Q.   [10:25:54]  Yes.  Do you remember the names of any of these girls?20

A.   [10:26:04]  No, it's been a long time.  I cannot remember.  I cannot remember21

the names of the girls.  No, I can't.22

Q.   [10:26:14]  Now, you said that when Ocitti died, that Dominic Ongwen took23

over.  During the movement from where the fighting was in Amuria, to go back to24

Tabuley, until you reached Tabuley, who was the commander in charge of the troops25
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that you were moving with?1

A.   [10:26:53]  It was Dominic Ongwen.2

Q.   [10:27:04]  And what happened when everybody met Tabuley again?3

A.   [10:27:19]  When we met Tabuley again, as I stated earlier, everything and all4

the people were sent before Tabuley.  When everything was sent in front of Tabuley,5

the rest of us as recruits or the younger -- the younger people or the foot soldiers were6

not allowed to go close to them.  We were on the sidelines.  But I heard that the7

girls, all the young girls, were distributed, were distributed to the senior commanders.8

One girl, one girl was brought to Okema from the person who was taken from A coy9

and brought there, and one boy, Okot, the boy I named earlier as Okot, was also10

brought to A coy to Okema, but the rest of the people were distributed, and I do not11

know where they were distributed to till I left.12

Q.   [10:28:20]  When troops came back from fighting at Amuria and came back to13

Tabuley, did anyone report to Tabuley, if you saw?14

A.   [10:28:33]  If you are sent as a commander, if a superior commander sends you15

as a commander, issues instructions, it is you, the person who has been sent, who16

comes and reports to your superior commander and informs him that:  This is how17

the mission went, this is what we did, and this is what happened.18

Q.   [10:29:04]  Right.  And what I'm asking for is essentially what you may have19

seen with your eyes.  Did you see anyone reporting to Tabuley or did you not?20

A.   [10:29:23]  Well, I have to tell you the truth.  As I stated earlier, all the junior21

soldiers, the recruits and people from Okema's coy, we were left behind.  They are22

the ones who went and issued the reports as commanders.  So as the most23

high-ranking commander there, it was Ongwen, so I believe it's Ongwen who actually24

went and reported back.25
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Q.   [10:29:53]  Now we've discussed Dominic Ongwen quite a bit up to now.1

Around this time, around the time of Amuria, if you know, what was the relationship2

between Dominic Ongwen and Tabuley?3

A.   [10:30:19]  They were not related.  There was no blood relation between them,4

or I do not know if they were related in that manner.5

Q.   [10:30:28]  Yes.  I think I wasn't particularly clear.  I don't mean a blood6

relation, I mean in terms of working relationship, do you know of what the working7

relationship was between them professionally?8

A.   [10:30:48]  Yes.  There was some working relationship between them.9

Q.   [10:30:56]  And what was that relationship, if you can describe it to us.10

A.   [10:31:08]  This is how the relationship was:  If they send you to go and do11

something, you go and do it.  It means your supervisor likes you, because when you12

are sent to do it you do what you have been sent to do.13

Q.   [10:31:31]  Now, you mentioned abductions from a school.  Can you please14

tell us what you know about these abductions from a school.15

A.   [10:31:44]  At the school in Amuria, as I said earlier, some children were16

captured from a boarding school, many, very many children were captured.  Some17

of those children, I said, were brought to the A coy was I was, and one Okot came18

together with another girl to A coy where Okema was leading.  I think it was close to19

about 30 children, in my guess, that were abducted from that school.  There were20

quite many.21

Q.   [10:32:36]  Do you know who were the persons involved in the abductions22

from the girls' school?23

A.   [10:32:47]  The person that I very well know, Okema, is one of them.24

Dominic Ongwen is also one of them.  And some other soldiers, like Lapwony Okot,25
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because they were mostly referred to as lapwony, lapwony, lapwony.  So there were1

so many other lupwonye who were taken from B coy, but I do not recall everyone2

because it is something that has happened in the distant past.3

Q.   [10:33:30]  You said Dominic Ongwen was one of the people involved.  How4

is it that you know that?5

A.   [10:33:38]  I knew this because after the death of Ocitti, an order had been6

given that Ocitti should take all the orders and do actions.  But when he died, orders7

were now given to Lapwony Odomi, and that was the name he was referred to.  And8

when he took over, that's when I indeed realised that, okay, this is the person who9

was being referred to as Odomi Odomi and that -- just as I explained before.10

Q.   [10:34:37]  I'm going to move forward a bit.  Have you heard of a place called11

Omot?12

A.   [10:34:47]  I know Omot.  I heard of it.13

Q.   [10:34:57]  Did anything of significance happen at Omot?14

A.   [10:35:04]  Omot was the place where -- when I had just been abducted, when15

we had left Wang Ogali, I -- we came to Omot and I started realising many things,16

because in Omot there was water in the vicinity, there was a plantation of cassava and17

there was quite a lot of food.  There were other smaller, smaller centres nearby.  So18

we stayed at that place for quite some time and that is how I came to know of that19

place called Omot.20

Q.   [10:35:48]  This man that you later discovered was Dominic Ongwen, at the21

time you were at Omot where was Dominic Ongwen?22

A.   [10:36:03]  At the time I was here, at that time I did not yet quite well know23

Dominic.  I did not see him while we were at Omot.24

Q.   [10:36:30]  When you were travelling after Amuria, can you tell us where your25

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-141-Red2-ENG WT 15-01-2018 22/64 NB T



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                       ICC-02/04-01/15
WITNESS:  UGA-OTP-P-0250

15.01.2018 Page 23

group went?1

A.   [10:36:59]  When we left Amuria, we went to Katakwi and then to Teso.2

Q.   [10:37:15]  And during your journey to Katakwi and then to Teso, where was3

Dominic Ongwen?4

A.   [10:37:27]  I did not see Dominic Ongwen in those places.5

Q.   [10:37:40]  Have you heard of a place called Otuke?6

A.   [10:37:55]  Yes, I know Otuke.7

Q. [10:37:59]  Can you tell us what, if anything, happened at Otuke?8

A.   [10:38:08]  Many things happened in Otuke.  What the Holy soldiers would9

do, one of them was abduction; secondly, shooting at the government soldiers; and10

thirdly, looting of food items like flour, sugar, chicken, and even killing someone who11

has refused to give his or her item.  So these are the things, these are some of the12

things that happened in Otuke.13

Q.   [10:38:56]  Have you ever heard of an ambush that took place in Otuke?14

A. [10:39:08]  Yes.  There was an ambush in Otuke.15

Q.   [10:39:16]  Around the time of this ambush, where was the person you later16

discovered was Dominic Ongwen?17

A.   [10:39:33]  At that place I did not see Dominic Ongwen.  That time it was18

Tabuley who was in charge.19

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:39:51]  Your Honour, may I refresh the witness's20

memory?21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:54]  Yes.22

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:39:55]  Tab 12, that is UGA-OTP-0243-1484.23

MR TAKU:  [10:40:16]  Your Honours, before my colleague proceeds to this, I want24

just to restate, and I don't want to interrupt, but most of this is not in the charges,25
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especially ambushes and things like that, and Otuke, Amuria, and things like that.1

These are not the charged locations.  If he's leading evidence about something else,2

it's okay.  But I just want to say that you've already ruled about this one we're3

contesting, but it is appropriate that every time we get up and put this on the record.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:40:48]  Yes, we have decided on that before,5

and I think Mr Sachithanandan will soon also approach a charged incident, I would6

assume.  Please continue.7

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:40:59]  Yes, your Honour.  I'd like us to turn to8

page 1500 in tab 12.9

Q.   [10:41:33]  Mr Witness, I'm going to read out to you a passage from your10

interview where we're talking about Otuke.  Now, at line 559 the interviewer asks:11

"Did you see the big man ... you later found out was Ongwen, or not?"  Question.12

And you respond:  "They passed together with Tabuley."13

Now, could you help us understand, Mr Witness, was -- yes, now you've said that14

you did not see Dominic Ongwen at Otuke.  So could you please help us understand15

this possible discrepancy with your interview?16

A.   [10:42:43]  I would respond to this in this way:  You know, when something17

happened in the past, many things happened.  I did not know that this kind of issue18

would come in a case like this.  But as I was questioned at that time, indeed because19

Tabuley had his seasoned soldiers and, as I said earlier, in Amuria, Ongwen was20

there.  But the two of them, both of them were there, but the person who was the21

overall commander was not Ongwen, it was Tabuley.22

Q.   [10:43:48]  Right.  And I understand that.  I'm not asking you who was the23

overall commander at Otuke.  What I'm asking you is:  This man you later24

discovered was Dominic Ongwen, was he present in Otuke or was he not?25
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A.   [10:44:13]  He was there.  He was present.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:44:20]  Does that mean -- excuse me,2

Mr Witness, does that mean that you saw him or that you heard of him?  Could you3

describe a little bit why you come to say that you know he was there?4

THE WITNESS:  [10:44:38] (Interpretation) I say this because when a commander is5

going to a place, his escorts would follow him.  Wherever he is going, the escorts6

would be there, because every commander has their own soldiers and when there is7

any engagement, those soldiers around him would be with him.  So maybe he went8

as an escort to see that nothing wrong happens to his boss, so that if his commander9

asks him to do something, then he would do it accordingly.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:27]  I think we should move to another point.11

It was enough information, I think, on that point.12

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:45:35]13

Q.   [10:45:37]  Mr Witness, have you heard of a place called Pajule?14

A.   [10:45:48]  Yes.15

Q.   [10:45:57]  Please tell us what happened at Pajule.16

A.   [10:46:08]  Okay.  In Pajule -- as I said earlier, I am born from Pajule.  Even17

up to now, I live in Pajule.18

So this is what happened:  It was on 9 October 2002, we received report.  We were19

in Teso.  While in Teso before, before we came to Lira Palwo, we were informed that20

Pajule would be attacked, so from every battalion they should select 20 fighters, and21

luggage carriers, 30, 30, 30 from each group.22

Otti was the overall commander, and after about a month, when we received this23

information from Tabuley, people were selected.  We had moved closer.  Ongwen24

was not there.  At that time Ongwen was no longer with Tabuley.25
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Indeed, we came, we reached Lira Palwo, and we were told, "Today you are all1

required to be in Pajule.  The people who were selected are required to be in Pajule."2

We in Pajule, we were six in number.  We were told we are required to go to Pajule3

to attack and burn Pajule.  Everything in Pajule should be destroyed.  So we left4

Lira Palwo to come and moved -- and came closer to Pajule in the area of Piaula.5

When we reached the area of Piaula, we heard bombs being fired.  We continued6

moving.  We were told as we come we should only follow the road coming from7

Ojile and we enter from Laloyo's direction, from the direction of Laloyo's home,8

because when we arrived a certain area, a place called Tejingi, there was an ambush.9

Around 4 to 5 p.m, that's when we reached Pajule centre.  So when we reached10

Pajule, the fighting was very heavy.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:13]  May I shortly interrupt.  I think when12

it comes to a possible involvement of the witness, we would have to go to private13

session.  So you are vigilant of that, Mr Sachithanandan.14

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:49:24]  Yes, your Honour.  For the moment I don't15

think we need to.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:29] No, I'm just reminding everybody here,17

especially you, of course, that we are vigilant in that respect.18

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [10:49:39]  Absolutely.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:40]  Excuse me for interrupting, Mr Witness.20

Please continue.21

THE WITNESS:  [10:49:47] (Interpretation)  So from there we reached Pajule.  We22

found there was heavy fighting.  All of us who came were under heavy attack.  We23

found several houses burning, some people were shot and killed.  And things that24

were looted, including foodstuff, the foodstuff were given to people to carry.  So we25
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ask ourselves, those of us who come from Pajule, what is wrong?  Why should this1

kind of thing be done in Pajule?  Indeed, we were very annoyed, and that attack was2

very serious.  Many people were killed.  A lot of items were looted.  People were3

abducted on that day, were very many.  I can estimate in the range of 100 to 3004

people who were abducted.  One of those that I do recall was abducted was5

Rwot Oywak.  Another person, Omona, Lokela, many people.  My relatives, my6

other siblings were also abducted.7

Q.   [10:51:11]  Thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, without mentioning your role in8

any detail in Pajule, can you describe to us, please, these people who were shot and9

killed.10

A.   [10:51:42]  The people who were shot and killed, you would find that maybe11

the head is cut off, maybe the arm is cut off or some you find the limbs are cut off.12

As long as you failed to carry the luggage, sometimes you are just beaten to death.13

Some people, they would have their limbs chopped off, and, for instance, for younger14

children you might find that you are given heavy load, for instance, one sack of sugar15

to carry and on top they would add for you another full sack of salt and even maize16

grains.  So indeed what happened in Pajule was really serious.  People died in large17

numbers.  Things that were burnt, bombs that destroyed things and killed people,18

quite a number of people were killed.  And if there was a film that was taken of the19

incident, you would really see and would be very, you know, sympathetic with the20

situation.21

Q.   [10:53:04]  Right.  Now, it's very important for the Court to understand what22

of this you saw with your own eyes and what of this you may have learned in some23

other way.  Did you see any people killed or dead in Pajule with your own eyes?24

A.   [10:53:34]  I am talking about what I saw with my own eyes.  People, dead25
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people whose head were cut off.  People were shot with bullets.  I saw with my1

own eyes.  People who are cut into half, I saw with my own eyes.  And those that2

were forced to carry items, I even saw.  My own sister who was captured was taken3

and she came with a child.  My father was also beaten; I saw with my own eyes.4

My own house which I had built for my father, I found, I saw was burnt; I saw with5

my own eyes.  Things that happened in Pajule are really terrible and ugly.  And if I6

try to talk about it, it brings back my -- the old memory.  Because my father is no7

longer alive as a result of the attack in Pajule.  Because if this attack had not8

happened, my father would still be alive, and I would continue with my education.9

So things that happened in Pajule are quite terrible and quite many.10

Q.   [10:54:54]  I'm very sorry to upset you, Mr Witness.  Your Honour --11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:58]  Wouldn't it perhaps be a good idea to12

have now, after this the last few sentences and what the witness told us, to have the13

break so that everybody can relax a little bit, until 11.30, please.14

THE COURT USHER:  [10:55:16] All rise.15

(Recess taken at 10.55 a.m.)16

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.)17

THE COURT USHER:  [11:33:34] All rise.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:33:56]  I think Mr Sachithanandan has still the19

floor.20

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [11:34:00]  Thank you, your Honour.  Two new faces,21

Ms Colleen Gilg and Mrs Adesola Adeboyejo.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:14]  Mrs Adeboyejo, you were a little bit23

hidden behind Mrs Gilg, so because of that I did not see you immediately.24

MS ADEBOYEJO:  [11:34:22]  I apologise, your Honour.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:24]  You don't have to apologise for that.1

Mr Sachithanandan.2

And perhaps first, Mr Witness, do you feel well now after, after we had a break and3

you also had a break.4

THE WITNESS:  [11:34:37] (Interpretation)  Yes, I do.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:38]  So, very much appreciated that you are6

available here in the courtroom and we continue with your examination by7

Mr Sachithanandan.8

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [11:34:46]9

Q.   [11:34:47]  Mr Witness, I'm sorry to have to ask you upsetting questions like10

these, and it will not be for much longer.  I think perhaps for about five more11

minutes.  So please bear with me.  But also please feel free to stop me if you feel too12

upset.  All right?13

You mentioned people being killed at Pajule and you mentioned that it was quite a14

number of people.  Could you please describe to us one example of a killing that you15

saw in Pajule with your own eyes?16

A.   [11:35:41]  Thank you for your question.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:55]  Mr Obhof is rising.18

So, Mr Obhof.19

MR OBHOF:  [11:35:56] Yes.  Could we please go into a private session very20

quickly, your Honour.  I can explain it once -- or not a private, a -- yeah, private21

session.  I can explain it to you in one second.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:06]  Then shortly private session, yes.23

THE WITNESS:  (No interpretation)24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:15]  Please wait a moment, Mr Witness.25
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(Private session at 11.36 a.m.)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Open session at 11.38 a.m.)22

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:38:19]  We're back in open session, Mr President.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:38:22]  Thank you very much.24

So sorry for the interruption, Mr Witness.25
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And perhaps, Mr Sachithanandan, you shortly repeat the question so that everybody1

knows what we are talking about now.2

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [11:38:35]3

Q.   [11:38:35]  Mr Witness, I'm just going to repeat the question:  Can you4

describe to us, please, a killing you saw in Pajule, in detail, that you saw with your5

own eyes.6

A.   [11:38:56]  Okay.  With regard to the killings in Pajule, as I stated earlier, when7

I was talking about it it really upset me because the events that occurred in Pajule8

were very sad and tragic.  But one of the things that I did see was my uncle's child,9

the child was killed.10

Secondly, I also saw my uncle's child who was also killed on that day, on 9 October.11

The child was killed and I witnessed the death.  My father was beaten; he was beaten12

on the chest.  He was beaten, he became ill, and eventually succumbed and died.13

As far as I'm concerned he was killed on that same day.  There were also other14

relatives, there are some relatives and other people that I do not know.  People were15

killed, people were decapitated.  Their hands were taken off, their heads were16

decapitated.  There are so many people I can mention all their names.  If I do, it's17

just going to cause me upset.18

Q.   [11:40:20]  I completely understand.  But permit me just one or two questions.19

You said your uncle's child was killed.  Can you please tell us who killed your20

uncle's child.21

A.   [11:40:44]  The person who killed my uncle's child is unknown to me, because22

when I found the body, the person had already been - the child had already been23

chopped up.  I do not know even know the person who beat my father, because if I24

knew the person who beat my father then that person would have had trouble25
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with me.1

Q.   [11:41:14]  Where did you see the body of your uncle's child?2

A.   [11:41:23]  I saw this with my own eyes in Pajule.3

Q.   [11:41:29]  Of course.  What I'm trying to understand is inside the town,4

outside the town, near the centre?  A rough location.5

A.   [11:41:39]  Within the camp, next to a house that was burnt in Pajule centre6

itself.  Right now I refer to it as "the centre", but previously it was Pajule camp.7

Q.   [11:42:06]  How old was your uncle's child at this time?8

A.   [11:42:13]  That was a young child, five years old, only five years old.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:42:23]  Could you, could you tell us, if you10

know, how the child was killed?11

THE WITNESS:  [11:42:35] (Interpretation)  As I stated, I saw - well, let me try and12

explain. When you are in the bush you are given a name; for example, I was referred13

to as (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

While we were in the bush, sometimes there was enmity between people.  So if, for16

example, you go to Pajule, people in Pajule would be killed and they would also state17

that that person, for example, me, I'm from Pajule, they would go to Pajule, kill many18

people from Pajule with expectation that next time they attacked Gulu and I went to19

Gulu I would also assert the same kind of revenge.  But at the time that I saw that20

child the child had been chopped, the child had been chopped right here, right across21

the midriff.22

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [11:43:55]23

Q.   [11:43:55]  Thank you, Mr Witness.24

Now, you mentioned burning huts or houses.  Were these huts empty or were there25
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people in them?1

A.   [11:44:19]  The houses that were burned, first of all, there were things in the2

houses, there were a lot of things in the houses, because at the time people were in the3

camp and they would distribute food, they would distribute beans, they would4

distribute flour, they would distribute peas and give it to people.  And at the time5

they had given people things for independence, so all the things that had been6

brought for independence preparations were all burned.  I actually witnessed this.7

I saw these things were burned.  My father's house was also burnt and I saw this8

with my own eyes.9

Q.   [11:45:01]  I want to maybe clarify my question:  When I said were these huts10

empty or not, I meant were there people in these burning huts or were there not?11

A.   [11:45:23]  First of all, there were beans.  There was another house that I saw12

burning that was empty.  I did not see what was in the house.  In the third house I13

saw a child, a child about five years old.  The burning house was about to fall on the14

child and some of us Holies who were walking close by brought the child out of the15

house.16

Q.   [11:45:54]  Do you know what happened to this five-year-old child?17

A.   [11:46:05]  Later on, when I came back I asked, I asked about the child and I18

asked about the events on 9 October, about everything that happened.  I asked19

people in that area because, you know, when you're there, when you're in the bush,20

when you come and attack a certain place where you're from, there are some21

traditional, Acholi traditional rituals that they have to perform, so if you go back you22

would be shot.23

So when I went back I did not immediately go home.  But when I came back, then I24

went and I asked, I asked about that child.  I said there was something that25
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happened to this child, the child was about to be burnt in the house and we took the1

child out of the house.  And I asked is the child still alive and they said, no, the child2

died because the child got burnt on the back, sustained severe burns on the back and3

the child did not survive, the child died.4

Q.   [11:47:23]  Was this the only person you saw in a burning hut or did you see5

anyone else?6

A.   [11:47:37]  This is the only child that I witnessed or the only person that I7

witnessed in the house, burning house.  But there were so many houses that got8

burnt, I did not see every single thing or every single thing in that house.9

Q.   [11:47:56]  You mentioned briefly that goods were being taken.  Can you tell10

us what sort of goods were taken from Pajule?11

A.   [11:48:12]  They took beans.  First of all, they took beans; secondly, maize;12

thirdly, cooking oil; fourthly, clothes, clothes that had been -- that people had; fifth,13

goats from -- goats tied outside the house, chickens, and so many other things.14

Q. [11:48:53]  When you say "they took", can you tell me who were the people15

who were taking these things?16

A.   [11:49:06]  It was LRA soldiers.17

Q.   [11:49:14]  Where were these things being taken from?18

A.   [11:49:22]  The things were being taken from Pajule camp.19

Q.   [11:49:30]  And could you give us a little more specificity?  Are we talking20

about houses or shops, or what locations are we talking about?21

A.   [11:49:46]  All right, then.  Some of the things were taken from the22

grass-thatched huts, from people's houses where people -- people's residence.  They23

took these things with people.  Secondly, they took certain things from shops, where24

they sell things.  The goats were taken from outside people's houses.  Sometimes if25
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they found goats, they would take the goats.  If they found chickens, they would1

take the chicken.  If they found a cow, they would take the cow.  And that's what2

they did.3

Q.   [11:50:25]  And I'm sorry to be repetitive, but is this something you saw with4

your own eyes or is this something you learned of in some other way?5

A.   [11:50:37]  This is something that I personally saw.6

Q.   [11:50:44]  All these goods you mentioned, the foodstuffs, et cetera, who7

carried these goods?8

A.   [11:51:00]  The people who carried those things, for example the clothes, if they9

found nice clothes, then those would be taken by the LRA soldiers.  They would take10

those clothes and put them on their back.  Secondly, they would take11

somebody -- they would take things from your house and put those things on your12

head and force you to carry those things.  So they would go to each house, take13

something from your house, put it on your head and force you to carry it and take it14

for them.15

Q.   [11:51:38]  So just so I understand, is it only LRA soldiers who carried things?16

Or did other people also have to carry things?17

A.   [11:51:54]  As I stated, the LRA soldiers made people that were abducted,18

forced the abducted people to carry the things.  They would tell the person, "I want19

you to carry these things and walk in front of me.  Carry these things and walk in20

front of me."  So the people that were abducted were the ones that were forced to21

carry those things and walk in front of the soldiers.22

Q.   [11:52:26]  And tell us, if you know, what would happen if a person who was23

being forced to carry these things dropped these goods or was walking too slow?24

A.   [11:52:45]  If you're carrying something, if you're given something to carry, for25
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example if you're given a sack of beans to carry, if you indicate that it's difficult for1

you to carry, you would be beaten, you would be beaten seriously or killed, and they2

would find somebody else, to take somebody else.  And if the person that was given3

the load to carry saw that they killed somebody who perhaps showed them that he or4

she was not able to carry, then you would actually force yourself to be strong, carry5

the thing and take it to the place where they wanted you to take it.6

Q.   [11:53:29]  Now, this phenomenon of people being beaten seriously or being7

killed if they cannot carry something, is this something that you saw with your own8

eyes at Pajule or did you learn this in some other way?9

A.   [11:53:51]  I actually saw this personally.  I saw this personally in Pajule.10

Q.   [11:53:58]  Please describe what you saw.11

A.   [11:54:05]  I saw in Pajule, I said earlier that people were beaten, people were12

killed, people who had been chopped, people who were abducted and other things.13

So many other things happened in Pajule on that day.14

Q.   [11:54:37]  I understand, Mr Witness, and I'm sorry for the repetition, but I'm15

trying to get at a very specific point.  You said you saw people, if I understand you16

correctly, being beaten or being killed for failing to carry things.  Where did you see17

this?  Was it inside Pajule centre?  Was it outside Pajule centre?  Where did you18

see that?19

A.   [11:55:04]  That was in Pajule centre, which was Pajule camp.20

Q.   [11:55:13]  And was the person being beaten or was the person being killed, or21

are we talking about both?22

A.   [11:55:22]  They are all different incidents.23

Q.   [11:55:33]  What was the person or persons, what were -- what were they24

beaten with?25

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-141-Red2-ENG WT 15-01-2018 36/64 NB T



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                       ICC-02/04-01/15
WITNESS:  UGA-OTP-P-0250

15.01.2018 Page 37

A.   [11:55:48]  The people that were beaten were beaten using the butts of the gun.1

Sometimes they would find any stick or -- any stick the size of my hand, beat you2

with it.  If they found a pistol, they would use it and beat you.  If they found any3

log, any stick, they would beat you.  Sometimes they would remove sticks from the4

houses that had not yet been completed and use those sticks to beat you because you5

refused to carry the luggage.6

Q.   [11:56:30]  And the people who were killed for failing to carry luggage, how7

were they killed?8

A.   [11:56:39]  First of all, they would be stabbed.  They would be stabbed with9

the bayonet of the gun, because there's some guns that have a knife stuck on it.  So10

they would use that knife, the bayonet, and use that to stab the person.  They would11

use it to stab, stab, stab the person.  They would stab the person like this.  That's12

one way.13

Secondly, they would also beat the person.  They would beat the person on the head,14

they would beat the person on any part of their body.  If you exhibited any signs of15

weakness, they would beat you.  If they beat you and they destroyed the load that16

you were carrying in the meantime, they would leave it there.  If it's not, they would17

find somebody else to take over.18

Q.   [11:57:30]  Speaking approximately or very roughly, how many people did you19

see being beaten in this way?20

A.   [11:57:42]  First of all, I saw some guy, there was a guy, he's known as Okwera.21

He had a shop in -- he used to sell stuff in Pajule.  He had a shop next to Samuele.22

He was beaten next to Laloyo's house.  He was beaten, beaten.  As I stated earlier,23

they took sticks and they beat him, beat him, beat him, as I stated earlier.24

There was another guy from Lapul area.  He's from a place known as Awere.  He25
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was weak.  He was a little bit lame, and they told him, they asked him, "Why are you1

trying to be funny?  Why are you trying to pretend that you're lame?"  So they beat2

the person.  There were other people that were also beaten along the way, so many3

people that were beaten.  There were some that I did not actually see.4

Q.   [11:58:50]  Now, in the same way, speaking approximately or roughly, how5

many people did you see being killed in this way?6

A.   [11:59:06]  On the 10th, as I witnessed, as I personally witnessed, there were six7

people that were killed that I personally saw.  But when I came back, the people that8

I did not personally see, I found out that so many people had died in Pajule, so many9

people.10

Q.   [11:59:33]  Now, without mentioning anything that you were doing, could you11

please tell us how these six people were killed.12

A.   [11:59:50]  First of all, I stated earlier that people were beaten, people were13

beaten.  Secondly, as I stated, people were chopped into half, as I stated earlier.  I14

also stated that people were stabbed.  So it depends.  It depends on the size of the15

person.  Sometimes if you're, if you're a big person, they would push you to the16

ground, stomp on you and then pierce you with the bayonet.  But if you're small,17

they would just cut you.  So it would depend.  It depends on what the person18

looked like or their size.19

Q.   [12:00:38]  Now, without discussing any of the people you've mentioned20

already, do you remember the names of any of these six people who were killed?21

A.   [12:00:55]  No, I cannot recall their names.  First, I stated earlier that there was22

Okwera.  My father was among them.  Third, my uncle's children.  And there were23

so many other people, I cannot recall every single person that was killed.24

Q.   [12:01:16]  I completely understand, Mr Witness, and this is not a memory test.25
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If you don't remember, you don't remember.  That's fine.1

We are going to talk now about the people who were abducted from Pajule.  Can2

you give us an approximate number for the people who were abducted?3

A.   [12:01:38]  There were very many people abducted from Pajule.  I guess4

roughly to be upwards of 150.  It was not possible to count, but it was quite a5

number.  This made Rwot Oywak to tell Otti and ask him, "Why do you collect6

everyone from Pajule?  What is the problem?"  Because the number was quite huge.7

Q.   [12:02:13]  Can you describe these abductees to us?  Were they male, were8

they female, were they mixed?9

A.   [12:02:24]  The abductees were mixed, males.  There were girls, there were10

boys.  There were women and there were children.  All the categories were11

abducted, because when these people come to an area, they do not discriminate.12

Q.   [12:02:48]  You mentioned girls, boys and children.  What was the age of the13

youngest girl, boy or child that you saw being abducted?14

A.   [12:03:08]  The youngest, the youngest of all, was 10 years old.  At least from15

10 years upwards, as long as you can carry luggage.16

Q.   [12:03:27]  And what happened to these approximately 150 people that were17

abducted?18

A.   [12:03:47]  Some of the people from what I heard after I left, because at that19

time there was already a kind of conflict between us who come from Pajule and the20

others, because we were now many.  Those of who come from Pajule were many and21

were asking why should this kind of thing take place in Pajule?  So those people who22

came from Otti's group were asked to go back and were selected to go.  But when23

I was still there, when I heard Oywak was saying, "Otti, why do you capture all the24

children from Pajule?  Give me some of them so that I go back with them."25
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So I do not know whether they were given after I left or not.1

Q.   [12:04:42]  In what location did you see these 150 abductees?2

A.   [12:05:05]  I first saw them at the place called Laloyo's home.  Then from there3

we went to a place called Wangduku.  Then from Wangduku there were quite many4

people, people were very many.  That was the point at which I separated from them.5

Q.   [12:05:30]  What happened to the abductees at Wangduku?6

A.   [12:05:46]  What happened there, as I was informed later, that some people7

went and never returned.  For instance, (Redacted)8

(Redacted) Then some people, the elderly from the age of 45 upwards,9

were released but the rest of the young ones were taken.10

Q.   [12:06:18]  Tell us, if you know, why is it that the young ones were taken?11

What is the significance of the young ones?12

A.   [12:06:39]  The young ones, when you are abducted, if you are a girl, first13

they're referred to as ting ting, ting ting.  You are taken to the home of a particular14

commander.  There you become a babysitter.  They may pick you to carry luggage15

like saucepans or beddings.  That is as far as the girls were concerned.  As for the16

boys, you would be taken for training.  So if you complete two to three weeks, you17

are recruited into the army.  You are caned 50 lashes.  That is why they pick the18

young ones.  Once you are recruited into the army, you officially become a soldier19

and you continue; you begin working with them.20

Q.   [12:07:34]  Now, you mention the phrase "young ones".  When you say "young21

ones", what is the youngest person you saw being processed in this way?  What is22

the age of the youngest person you saw?23

A.   [12:08:03]  The youngest person I saw was 10 years.24

Q.   [12:08:13]  Now, was this something that -- this abduction of young people, is25
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that something that only happened at Pajule or was that a more general thing, if you1

know?2

A.   [12:08:31]  It happens anywhere, wherever the LRA soldiers passed.  It doesn't3

discriminate whether you are old.  As long as they find that you are still strong they4

will take you.5

Q.   [12:08:50]  Now, at Pajule and the locations you went to shortly after Pajule like6

Wangduku, did you see any LRA commanders present there?7

A.   [12:09:12]  Immediately, we were brought from Lira Palwo; we were8

introduced to all the commanders.  They mentioned all their names, that the person9

who is going to command is so and so.  So by the time they took us I knew all the10

commanders.11

Q.   [12:09:35]  And who are these commanders that were involved in the attack on12

Pajule?13

A.   [12:09:48]  The commanders who attacked Pajule were three different14

commanders.  The way I was told, the overall commander was Otti.  After Otti was15

another commander and after that person -- after that there was Dominic.  I even16

heard his name that, when we were being told that in the attack in Pajule, there will17

be four different commanders, because by the time we were coming to Lira Palwo I18

did not see Ongwen in Tabuley's group.  So immediately the names were read; I19

immediately heard his name there amongst that list.20

Q.   [12:10:50]  And from whom did you hear these names about Otti and Dominic21

and other commanders?22

A.   [12:11:05]  When we were at the polling (phon), when we were being23

addressed, as we were preparing to come to Pajule.24

Q.   [12:11:20]  And who was the person speaking these names?25
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A.   [12:11:29]  The first was from the commander with whom we came.  His name1

is Ojok.  He comes from Gulu.2

Q.   [12:11:45]  What is Ojok's full name?3

A.   [12:11:50]  He is mostly referred to a Lapwony Ojok, Lapwony Ojok.4

Q.   [12:12:01]  You said the first was from the commander whose name is Ojok.5

Did you hear these names from anyone else?6

A.   [12:12:18]  As I explained earlier, the attack on Pajule, the information came7

much earlier.  The information had spread to all the commanders in the Holy, and8

the commanders who supposed to be involved were all mentioned, as I explained9

earlier.10

Q.   [12:12:42]  And could you give us a name other than Ojok?  Who else told you11

that it was going to be Otti and Dominic and other commanders at Pajule?12

A.   [12:13:02]  I heard it from Okema.13

Q.   [12:13:08]  And who is Okema?14

A.   [12:13:12]  Okema was my commander while I was still in the bush.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:13:21]  Shortly, please, one question.16

Mr Witness, did you see one of these commanders at Pajule?17

THE WITNESS:  [12:13:34] (Interpretation)  The person I saw with my own18

eyes -- the people I saw with my own eyes were three.  First, I saw Otti; secondly, I19

saw Dominic Ongwen; and third was called Lapwony Papa.  We would refer to that20

third person as Lapwony Papa.  He's an elderly, he's a bit old, but he comes from21

Gulu.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:08]  And I asked you which of these23

commanders you saw in Pajule and you said several names.  And where in Pajule24

did you see them?  Can you describe this more in detail?25
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THE WITNESS:  [12:14:24] (Interpretation)  The best location and point where I1

clearly saw them was when we were in Wangduku.  That's where I saw all of them,2

one after the other.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:44]  And in Pajule camp?4

THE WITNESS:  [12:14:54] (Interpretation)  From Pajule camp these commanders5

sent people.  When they sent people, they -- for them, they remained at a place called6

Labot Olwo (phon).  Their main role was to coordinate on walkie-talkie.  "How is7

operation going?"  So all these commanders, they were basically talking on8

walkie-talkie.  They were talking and monitoring.  But as it was night and coming9

to the morning, I do not know exactly at which point they were, whether they were10

on the upper side or the lower side, but at least they were all there.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:15:39]  Would I understand you correctly if I12

said that you saw -- did not see these commanders in Pajule camp or would this be13

incorrect?14

THE WITNESS:  [12:15:58] (Interpretation)  They came to fight.  But maybe my15

understanding -- according to the Holy, the person who gives the order is the16

commander, and if you do not follow that order, you will be beaten.  For instance, if17

you're asked to kill so and so, if you do not follow that order, you might also be killed.18

So the structure of the LRA organisation is that once the person orders you to do19

something, you have to do it.  So he would be the one who could have ordered.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:16:39]  I may not have made myself clear21

enough.  I simply wanted to know if, in Pajule centre, Pajule camp, you saw one of22

these commanders, as you see, for example, the people who are in this room at the23

moment.  Only this information I would like to know from you.24

THE WITNESS: [12:17:08] (Interpretation)  Let me see.  Can I stand up and look25
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around?1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:18]  No, no.  Obviously, you have2

misunderstood me.  At the time we are speaking about, the 9th or 10th October 2003,3

and we try to figure ourselves what happened in Pajule.  And you said you were4

there.  And my question is:  Did you in Pajule centre or Pajule camp see one of these5

three commanders that you mentioned with your own eyes?6

THE WITNESS:  [12:18:04] (Interpretation)  To tell the truth, when we just arrived, I7

did not see.  When we were leaving, that's when I saw them, and on our way to8

Wangduku.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:21]  Yes, you said that.  Thank you very10

much.11

Please continue.12

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [12:18:24]13

Q.   [12:18:27]  Mr Witness, how long did it take for you to get from Pajule camp to14

Wangduku?15

A.   [12:18:49]  It took us about four to five hours.16

Q.   [12:18:59]  Now, you mentioned that you saw Mr Otti and Mr Ongwen and17

some other commanders on the way to Wangduku. Once you arrived at Wangduku,18

what was Mr Otti doing?19

A.   [12:19:24]  He was not doing anything in particular, he was just walking about.20

Q.   [12:19:34]  What was Dominic Ongwen doing in Wangduku?21

A.   [12:19:43]  As we were moving, what happens is that usually the commanders22

go ahead, then the luggage carriers would follow them.  Then us, the rest of us, the23

soldiers, would be behind.  But I did not see anything he was doing at that time.24

Q.   [12:20:13]  You mentioned that the abductees were also at Wangduku.  What25
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was the distance between the commanders and the abductees, the physical distance1

when you were at Wangduku?2

A.   [12:20:40]  I can estimate, the distance is not very far, usually it's close by.3

Q.   [12:20:55]  Now, if we use this courtroom as a measure, is it further than4

between you and the Presiding Judge; is it twice that distance, three times that5

distance, approximately?6

A.   [12:21:13]  It could double that, could be thrice the distance.7

Q.   [12:21:21]  Mr Witness, at Pajule did you see any UPDF forces?8

A.   [12:21:35]  From Pajule, when we were now leaving, that's when we would9

hear gunshots coming from the direction of Alim.  We did not see the soldiers, the10

government soldiers, but we only heard gunfire.  That was when we were now11

going.  But while from within the centre I saw dead bodies of government soldiers.12

Let me say, both, on both sides there were, people were shot, the LRA and also the13

government soldiers were shot and their bodies were in the centre, just like the14

civilians.15

Q.   [12:22:19]  Were UPDF troops only on the ground or did they have any support16

from the air?17

A.   [12:22:34]  At about 7 in the morning on the ground the government soldiers18

were present and they were very strong.  They are those coming from Porogali.19

Then there were those coming from the direction of Alim.  Then, those who were20

coming from the upper side, there was an ambush put at that point.  So the21

government soldiers were quite many.  Then there was helicopter gunship referred22

to as Lalila, so these Lalila fires only the small guns.  So it was firing the guns from23

the sides; because there were very many people, it was firing the guns from the, from24

the sides.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:23:29]  May I shortly.1

Back to Wangduku, I have one more question in that respect, or several questions.2

Did anybody address the abductees there?3

THE WITNESS:  [12:23:51] (Interpretation)  As I said earlier, Rwot Oywak asked4

Otti that, "You have captured everyone from Pajule, what is the problem?  Give me5

some of them so that I would go back with them."  So it was Otti who spoke with6

him.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:24:17]  What I meant was if anybody addressed8

the whole group of abductees, not only that Otti spoke with Rwot Oywak?9

THE WITNESS:  [12:24:42] (Interpretation)  Well, when I was still present it did not10

take place.  Maybe it took place after we had left, and that I wouldn't know.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:24:50]  Yes.12

Please continue.13

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [12:24:53]14

Q.   [12:24:55]  Mr Witness, you mentioned that you and some other people were15

upset about the attack on Pajule.  What did you do in light of this feeling that you16

had?17

A.   [12:25:20]  When we left for Wangduku we were six people from Pajule.18

These were the ones who were with Otti, in Otti's group.  Like I said earlier, at that19

time it was said that if you come from Pajule you have to work in Pajule.  So indeed20

we were saddened of that attack in Pajule but could not express this to the21

commanders.  We only showed our anger to the lower-ranking soldiers.  So when22

this report went to the commanders, we were told that we should all lie down and we23

were beaten six lashes.  That's when we were picked and taken, we were told to go24

away.  But the rest remained back.  Myself and the other members, we went25
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towards Lira Palwo and we continued on our way to Teso.1

Q.   [12:26:31]  Who were these other people who were beaten, if you know their2

names?3

A.   [12:26:47]  I was there.  Second person was Kilama David.  The third person4

now I do not recall.  Because much as you are from Pajule but you all come from5

different places, like maybe from Pajule or from Lapul, so I would not know each one6

of them.7

Q.   [12:27:22]  Who is the person who beat you?8

A.   [12:27:33]  I do not know the name of the soldier.9

Q.   [12:27:37]  Where did this beating take place?10

A.   [12:27:42]  It took place at Wangduku.11

Q.   [12:27:49]  Now, you said you left Wangduku.  Please tell us where you went12

after this.13

A.   [12:28:00]  From Wangduku we went back to our location where we were; we14

went towards Lira Palwo.15

Q.   [12:28:12]  Who did you meet when you came to Lira Palwo?16

A.   [12:28:22]  From Lira Palwo we met many members of the Holy, because in17

Lira Palwo, that place I mentioned as Omot, there were very many LRA.  So we went18

towards Omot, we continued towards Omot and to Lira and we just continued19

moving.20

Q.   [12:28:53]  Who was the most senior commander, LRA commander, at Lira21

Palwo?22

A.   [12:29:05]  At the time the person who was the most senior was still Tabuley.23

Q.   [12:29:22]  Okay.  So tell me if I have understood you correctly:  Before the24

Pajule attack you are with Tabuley in Lira Palwo, then you leave Tabuley to go to25
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Pajule for the attack, and then you come back to Tabuley.  Have I understood you1

correctly or am I wrong?2

A.   [12:29:46]  Correct.3

Q.   [12:29:51]  Have you heard of a place called Soroti?4

A.   [12:29:59]  We spent a long time in Soroti.5

Q.   [12:30:05]  Have you heard of an attack that happened at Soroti centre?6

A.   [12:30:12]  I heard about the attack at Soroti.7

Q.   [12:30:24]  Did you participate in that or is this something that you just heard8

of?9

A.   [12:30:30]  I was present, I participated in it.10

Q.   [12:30:35]  Who are the LRA commanders who were involved in the attack on11

Soroti centre?12

A.   [12:30:50]  There was Tabuley.13

Q.   [12:31:10]  Do you remember the names of any other commanders or was it14

only Tabuley?15

A.   [12:31:21]  To my recollection it was only Tabuley, Tabuley was the overall16

commander.17

Q.   [12:31:28]  From the time of the attack on Soroti centre how much time elapsed18

before the death of Tabuley?19

A.   [12:31:54]  I believe perhaps, perhaps about two, two months -- I mean three20

months -- well, between two to three months.  In the past.21

Q.   [12:32:17]  Now, we discussed in detail how Tabuley was killed and how you22

were assigned to Acel Calo Apar.  Do you know how Acel Calo Apar was injured?23

A.   [12:32:35]  Yes, I do know how he was injured.24

Q.   [12:32:45]  Please tell us.25
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A.   [12:32:51]  Well, it's easy to explain something that you have actually witnessed.1

But if you do not witness something happening, then it's difficult to explain, because I2

saw him after his leg was broken, but I do not know; I wasn't there at the attack where3

he was injured, but I saw him after he sustained the injuries.  I do not know the exact4

location and where the attack was, but I saw him after the event.5

Q.   [12:33:29]  How long did you stay with Acel Calo Apar, roughly?6

A.   [12:33:42]  It's difficult for me to hazard a guess, but I stayed with him for a7

while.8

Q.   [12:33:53]  Who was the most senior person in the unit of Acel Calo Apar?9

A.   [12:34:08]  The most senior person was Tabuley.10

Q.   [12:34:23]  No, I don't mean, I don't mean in Tabuley's unit.  I mean after11

Tabuley's death when you were assigned to Acel Calo Apar, who was the most senior12

person under Acel Calo Apar.13

A.   [12:34:41]  All right.  After Tabuley's death, the next senior ranking officer was14

Dominic Ongwen because he took over from Tabuley.15

Q.   [12:34:59]  Now, we're going to come to your escape from the bush, Mr Witness.16

Could you please tell us how you escaped from the bush.17

A.   [12:35:12]  Well, this is how I escaped from the bush.  When you're in the bush18

you do not know -- you lose concept of time and dates.  But when we went to19

Lacekocot, when we got to Lacekocot, you would stay in one location, perhaps20

sometimes for one month, maybe two weeks or three weeks, depending on the21

activity or depending how we are being pursued by the soldiers.  When we got to22

Lacekocot, we would stay there for a while.  We would go to places, bring food, stay23

in that place.  And on one day, this particular day, something happened.  I heard24

this thing. I told myself, "(Redacted), get up and leave."  I immediately got up.  That25

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-141-Red2-ENG WT 15-01-2018 49/64 NB T



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                       ICC-02/04-01/15
WITNESS:  UGA-OTP-P-0250

15.01.2018 Page 50

was at around 10 to 11 p.m. when people were sleeping.  I got up, I left.  I started1

running.  I ran, ran, ran, ran, ran.  I ran.  When I got close to the centre, to Lacur2

centre, I heard soldiers speaking.  I squatted down.3

I squatted down there, stayed there till around about 5.  I saw soldiers on patrol;4

soldiers were moving by; soldiers were walking by.  I squatted and stayed there.5

At around 7, I saw some old man.  He had a hoe on shoulder; he was passing by.  I6

stopped him.  I said, "Old man, I've escaped.  Can you please take me somewhere?7

Can you take me to somebody?"  He was afraid.  He started running.  I stopped8

him.  I said, "Old man, help me.  I've escaped.  Please help me."9

So he took me to this place.  They took the gun away from my hands.  They took10

me to Lacur barracks.  When I got to Lacur barracks, I stayed there for about four11

days.  After four days, I was taken from there and taken to a place known as12

Achol-Pii barracks.  When we got to Achol-Pii barracks, I stayed at Achol-Pii for13

about two months, and then I was taken from Achol-Pii and taken to Pajule mission14

to Caritas.  I stayed at Pajule for a while.  People came; my family came; they15

visited me; they saw how I was, and then after that I was taken home.16

And that is how I escaped.17

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [12:38:26]  Your Honour, could we go into a private18

session for a question or two?19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:31]  Private session.20

(Private session at 12.38 p.m.)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Open session at 12.42 p.m.)9

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:42:25]  We are back in open session, Mr President.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:42:27]  Yes, thank you.11

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [12:42:28]12

Q.   [12:42:29]  Mr Witness, you've given us a great deal of detail about your time in13

the bush, how you were abducted and how you went to all these places, and then14

afterwards how you participated in the attack on Pajule, and then how you escaped.15

I want to show you a document and ask you a few questions about this document16

which may have relevance for the same period.17

Can we please turn to tab 21.  That is ERN 0278-0468, not to be shown to the public.18

The document will have the title "Application for Individual Victims Participation."19

Mr Witness, I'm going to read out a few lines from this document.  Now it says20

"name of victim" and it provides your name, and then there is some written21

information immediately below.  And it states:  "It was on 10 October 2003 at22

around 5 a.m. I was in my hut in Pajule camp.  I heard gunshots, shouting in the23

camp.  The LRA came to my hut and abducted me."24

Now, Mr Witness, you've told us extensive detail about how you were in the LRA25
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before the Pajule attack, but in this victim's application, which bears your name, it1

mentions that you were living in Pajule camp when it was attacked.  Now, without2

any fear of judgment, could you please help us understand the discrepancy between3

what you have told us today and what is in this victim's application?4

A.   [12:45:41]  Okay.  Thanks for that question.  The information is like this:  At5

the time that they brought this form they asked how many people were abducted6

from Pajule or how many people from Pajule were victims.  People raised their7

hands and so did I.  I explained clearly what happened in Pajule.  When I explained8

what happened in Pajule, I received a phone call.  I was told they wanted to come to9

Gulu.  I left.  I went to Gulu.  I went and found that this application form had10

already been filled out.11

Your Honours, I ask you to excuse me because it is -- I'm not the one who completed12

this form.  I do not know who completed the form.  The information that I gave you13

at the beginning is the correct information.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:46:57]  I think we can move on then with that15

information.  And there is no point in addressing that on this victims application,16

there is, on the first page, there is the date 3 November 2003, because this simply17

seems to be a miswriting, which you can see that the form is, the form from 2015,18

which could not have been there in 2003 normally.  I just mention it so we don't have19

to address that.20

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [12:47:32]  Could we please turn to tab 18.  That is21

UGA-OTP-0263-2316 and is a document which bears the title "Certificate of Amnesty",22

and is not for public display.23

Q.   [12:48:15]  Mr Witness, this is a document which says "Certificate of Amnesty",24

and it mentions your name, and it says issued on the 19th day of March 2004, as far as25
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I can see.  Can you please tell us what this document is?1

A.   [12:48:47]  This document is -- well, when we came and stayed at Pajule2

mission, at the time Pader was not a district.  The district was Kitgum.  We were3

taken by car, taken to Kitgum.  When we got to Kitgum, they took the photograph.4

When they took the photograph, I was informed that we were going to be taken home.5

We should wait for a certain document and if the document comes, they would send6

it to us.  I waited and waited and waited and waited for this document until that day7

when I was issued with this document.8

MR SACHITHANANDAN:  [12:49:48]  Thank you, your Honour.  No further9

questions.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:52]  Thank you very much.11

For the further planning, I would like to ask you, Mrs Massidda:  First of all, I would12

assume you have questions; secondly, how long it will take.13

MS MASSIDDA:  [12:50:01]  Thank you very much, your Honour.  It will take14

approximately 30 minutes, I would say.  I'm cutting some of my parts following the15

Prosecution questioning, so I would say a maximum of 30 minutes.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:50:18]  So then I would simply suggest that we17

finish, because I would also suggest that the Defence only starts - and perhaps you18

would agree with me, Mr Obhof - with the questioning tomorrow, so you have19

enough preparation time also.20

MR OBHOF:  [12:50:35]  That will be perfectly fine, your Honour, as long as the21

lengthening of the session is okay with the interpreters.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:50:45]  This has a sort of a precondition.23

MR OBHOF:  [12:50:47]  I definitely --24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:   [12:50:48]  When I say "precondition", this is in25
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brackets, it's a little bit with a twinkle in my eye, that you would be able to tell us that1

you finish the questioning of the witness tomorrow.2

MR OBHOF:  [12:51:00]  I can guarantee that, your Honour.  I can guarantee we3

will definitely finish the witness tomorrow.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:51:07]  Thank you very much.  Then we5

complete today's sessions with the questioning by Mrs Massidda.6

You have the floor.7

MS MASSIDDA:  [12:51:17]  Thank you very much, your Honour.8

QUESTIONED BY MS MASSIDDA:9

Q.   [12:51:24]  Good afternoon, Mr Witness.  We know each other and it's now my10

turn to put you some questions.  I will try to be as brief as possible, but I would like11

to ask you some personal questions in relation to your abduction and your staying in12

the bush.13

Mr Witness, can you tell us which were your feelings when you were abducted?14

A.   [12:52:16]  When I was abducted, I was extremely saddened.15

Q.   [12:52:23]  And why was that?16

A.   [12:52:35]  First of all, first of all, it was going to ruin my home.  Secondly, it17

would not look good or it wasn't good for me to be abducted and taken to the bush18

because what happens in the bush is bad.19

Q.   [12:53:15]  I understand, Mr Witness, that at the time of your abduction, your20

family was left behind.  Is that correct?21

A.   [12:53:36]  That's correct.22

Q.   [12:53:37]  And did you fear about the fate of your family?23

A.   [12:53:46]  Yes, I was afraid about the fate of my family.24

Q.   [12:53:53]  During the time of your abduction, were you forced to walk for long25
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distances?1

A.   [12:54:14]  Yes, extremely long distances.2

Q.   [12:54:23]  And did these long walks have a consequence on your health?3

A.   [12:54:33]  Yes, it all had consequences.4

Q.   [12:54:43]  Can you explain to us which kind of consequences?  Did you suffer5

any injuries?6

A.   [12:54:58]  Yes.  First of all, first of all, there was hunger.  Secondly, there was7

thirst.  We did not have water.  Thirdly, we had to walk for long distance,8

extremely long distances.  My feet were all swollen and I could not walk properly.9

I also had injuries on my feet that gave me pain in my groin area.  I could not move.10

I could not walk.  There was a lot of pus that came out of my groin area.  When I11

came back home, I found my father had died, my relatives had died.  There were so12

many relatives.  Even my wife, my wife was no longer there.13

Q.   [12:55:58]  Thank you, Mr Witness.  I will try to put you some questions in14

order for us to understand a little bit more concretely what happened to you.  Now,15

did you -- were ever beaten during your stay in the LRA, during your abduction?16

A.   [12:56:32]  Yes, yes, I was.  I was beaten.17

Q.   [12:56:39]  Could you tell us if these beatings was something which was regular18

or exceptional?19

A.   [12:56:52]  The beatings, first of all, when I was abducted, when we went to a20

place known as Wang Ogali, I was given a goat to carry and the goat was bleating,21

maa, maa.  They took a pick axe and they hit me on my leg.  I could not walk for a22

few months.  I had to keep on dragging my leg.  I was beaten 50 lashes, beaten on23

my buttocks and beaten on my back as well.24

If you look at my chest right now, I have a problem on my chest because I was25
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accustomed to carrying heavy loads.  I would carry beans, I would carry maize.  So1

when you look at me, my chest is a little bit hunched over.  It's not that straight.2

I would also be forced to carry -- I would be forced to carry food while it was cooking.3

I would be forced to carry heavy saucepans on my back, and I have scars and I4

have -- my back was burned.5

When you lie down or when you go to sleep, we would all sleep in one row.  They6

would bring a carpet, throw the carpet all over us.  So if you are lying down, they7

would bring a carpet and throw it on it.  Then they would bring bags of beans and8

put it all around us.  You do not get fresh air because you are in that condition.9

There is a lot of humidity, so I always had rashes.  So if you look at my body right10

now, I have a lot of marks from that.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:49]  You know, the gesture, Mr Witness,12

from Mrs Massidda is that you please slow down a little bit.13

Although the interpreter has not complained yet, she has to fulfil an enormous task.14

You're sitting on the left.  I have to get accustomed to this.  But I can see you better15

on the left side, frankly speaking, than on the right side.  So you have not16

complained yet, but I assume it's quite a tough job today.17

So please try to speak a little bit slower.18

Mrs Massidda, continue.19

MS MASSIDDA:  [12:59:19]  Thank you, Mr President.20

Q. [12:59:23]  Mr Witness, thank you for all this information, and please take your21

time.  Take your time so that the interpreters can easily understand you and we can22

also understand you.23

Now, you mentioned that you suffer beatings during your stay in the bush.  How24

were you hit?  Can you describe for us the circumstances of one beating, for instance?25
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Thank you.1

A.   [12:59:57]  First of all, when I was recruited into the army, I was beaten 502

lashes.  Secondly, as I stated earlier, they used a pick axe to hit me on my hip and I3

could not walk or could not walk properly for about four months.4

Q.   [13:00:21]  Can you describe for us the consequences that you still have because5

of your abduction in your daily life?6

A.   [13:00:44]  I do have these consequences.7

Q.   [13:00:54]  And which one?  Could you describe to us?  Do you have pain?8

Do you have -- do you experience nightmares?  Which kind of consequences do you9

have?10

A.   [13:01:08]  First what I'm going through, which is really difficult, which is what11

I am experiencing now, both sides of my ears, I do not hear clearly.  If I sit in a place12

which is so noisy, I have a problem with the ears.  Even at the time when I was in the13

plane coming here, I was not comfortable.14

Secondly, there is a lot of stigma.  I'm stigmatised at all levels while at home.15

Always people are told, "You have to be careful with (Redacted) He will kill you to16

death, he will beat you to death."17

And also when I returned from the bush, I did not find my father.  My sister, whom I18

trusted the most and had hope in her, she came back with a child, and even now I'm19

the one responsible for them.  So I have to start life afresh.  There are quite a lot that20

I'm going through, if I'm to explain.21

Q.   [13:02:24]  And, Mr Witness, you also mentioned some injuries.  Were you22

able to get some medical treatment when back from the bush?23

A.   [13:02:44]  At that time there were quite many people.  Yes, indeed I got good24

treatment, but I still have a problem with my ears, which is the most - one thing25
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which is really disturbing me.1

Q.   [13:03:03]  You also mentioned few minutes ago that you have to take care of2

your family.  How many dependents do you have?  For how many people you have3

to care?4

A.   [13:03:20]  Yes.  Currently I have dependents.5

Q.   [13:03:34]  Can you tell us how many?6

A.   [13:03:44]  Let me say I have seven children.  My sister has one child together7

with herself, those are two people.  In addition my younger brother, who is followed8

by that sister of mine.  Then my other brother, if I compute seven plus two plus one9

plus one, these come to 11 people.  If you include me, myself, that's a total of 1210

people that I have to look after.11

Q.   [13:04:29]  And how are you able to sustain them today?  Do you have any12

professional activity?  A job?13

A.   [13:04:47]  Mostly I do farming.  Then I also have some business which I do,14

fabrication.  So sometimes I fabricate.  Sometimes I go to dig.15

Q.   [13:05:05]  And you mentioned, Mr Witness, few minutes ago that you had to16

restart a life, I think you, you said something, "I have to rebuild my life."  How much17

time did it take you to rebuild your life?18

A.   [13:05:32]  Yeah, first, at the beginning this case was silent.  Whilst in the19

village there were some films that were being shown in the villages, films about20

atrocities by the Holy, and these film again gave me memories of what we went21

through.  So with that it makes me feel that I still have the same problem and22

because we are going through, so the memory comes back alive and I have that23

feeling of, you know, of discrimination and stigmatisation.24

Q.   [13:06:22]  So it would be correct, Mr Witness, to summarise that you are still25
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struggling to rebuild your life?1

A.   [13:06:38]  Yes, correct.2

Q.   [13:06:42]  I have now few questions in relation to the Pajule attack and in3

relation to what happened to your family.  Are you okay, Mr Witness?4

A.   [13:06:59]  Could you say the question again.5

Q.   [13:07:02]  This morning you answered some questions by the Prosecution in6

relation to the Pajule attack and what happened to some members of your family.  Is7

my understanding correct that at the time of the Pajule attack you had several8

members of your family staying in Pajule?9

A.   [13:07:40]  Yes.  There are many people in Pajule.10

Q. [13:07:52]  Is my recollection correct that at the time of the attack you11

mentioned that you had three brothers, one sister, one uncle, one cousin and your12

father staying in Pajule?13

A.   [13:08:21]  Yes.  As I said earlier, at the time I was abducted all these people,14

as we were going to Piaula when I was abducted, all those people were living15

together.  But when I returned I found everything was messed up, as I explained16

earlier.17

Q.   [13:08:47]  I will not ask you again about what happened to the different18

members of your family, I will only ask you:  You mentioned the property of your19

father this morning which was looted.  Did you remember that?20

A.   [13:09:09]  (Overlapping speakers)21

Q.   [13:09:20]  Was that the house in which you also lived when staying in Pajule?22

A.   [13:09:28]  Yes, before my abduction I was living in that house in Pajule23

because that house, I built it myself.24

Q.   [13:09:47]  And I understand that that house was looted and destroyed during25
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the Pajule attack, correct?1

A.   [13:10:02]  Yes.2

Q.   [13:10:05]  Did you manage to rebuild that house?3

A.   [13:10:14]  Yes, upon my return I was able to reconstruct so I restored it.4

Q.   [13:10:26]  Without mentioning the name of your younger sister who was5

abducted, can you please tell us how old was she when she was abducted.6

A.   [13:10:51]  Apart from my sister?7

Q.   [13:10:58]  Sorry, Mr Witness, probably my question was not clear.  You told8

us this morning that your sister was abducted during the attack in Pajule.  How old9

was your sister?10

A.   [13:11:22]  Okay.  Now I get the question.  I wasn't getting the question11

clearly.  If I do recall, I said that my sister was 16 years old.12

Q.   [13:11:39]  And you also mentioned this morning that when she was back from13

the bush she came with a child.14

A.   [13:11:56]  Correct.15

Q.   [13:12:00]  How old is the child today?16

A.   [13:12:07]  Let me do the calculation.  Currently he's, he's 14 years old.17

Q.   [13:12:52]  Mr Witness, do you remember how old was the child when your18

sister came back home with him?19

A.   [13:13:16]  She returned in 2004.  At that time I think the child was about four20

to five months old.  So when I do my calculation from 2004.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:13:30]  That's perfectly --22

MS MASSIDDA:  [13:13:31]  Thank you, yes.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:13:33]  Perfectly possible, Mrs Massidda.  We24

would not have to enquire further I think.25
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Mr Witness, you said you yourself still feel and are stigmatised.  What about the1

now 14 year old as I understand, a son of your sister?2

THE WITNESS:  [13:14:03] (Interpretation)  Yeah, you said correctly.  The stigma is3

the same, because they refer to him that this is not a child of Piaula.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:14:16]  Please continue.5

MS MASSIDDA:  [13:14:19]  Thank you for anticipating.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:14:22]  Excuse me, excuse me for --7

MS MASSIDDA:  [13:14:26]  That's absolutely fine.  Thank you very much, your8

Honour.  No problem at all.9

Q.   [13:14:30]  I'm almost done, Mr Witness.  Thank you for your patience.  You10

also mentioned that your life changed after your abduction and that you could not11

continue to go to school.  When you came back from the bush, were you able to12

continue your education?13

A.   [13:15:04]  Yes, I was about to go back to school, but I did not have someone14

who could pay my fees.  That's where it ended.15

Q.   [13:15:15]  Are you able today to pay the fees for the school of your children?16

A.   [13:15:34]  I do not have that ability.  I only pray for good health because if I17

couldn't go to school, I was unable to go to school, then the children will also not be18

able to go to school.19

Q.   [13:15:56]  Mr Witness, what are hoping for the future?  Which are your hopes20

for the future?21

A.   [13:16:17]  My hope for the future in terms of what?  My life, my education,22

what exactly?23

Q.   [13:16:29]  I would like simply to understand what are you expecting for the24

future?  What would you like to have from the future?  How do you imagine your25
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future?1

A.   [13:16:51]  Well, in my own feeling my future could be good if this kind of2

insurgency that happened in Acholi does not continue.  Then my future and the3

future of Acholi would be good, because right now I can farm, there's nothing that4

can spoil it, so I think it will improve our life.5

Q. [13:17:24]  And my last question, Mr Witness:  Do you have any expectations6

from these proceedings?7

A.   [13:17:43]  Expectation in terms of what in relation to this case, now that this8

case is like here?9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:17:58]  No.  To you personally.  For you10

personally.  Not in relation to the case or what you think about the case but for you11

personally.12

THE WITNESS:  [13:18:12] (Interpretation)  First, my aim is, we want to see changes13

in the lives of us, the Acholi.  We do not want to see a similar thing happen again.14

We want to stay together, just like we are now living together.  And development.15

That's all I want to see.16

Q.   [13:18:40]  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.17

MS MASSIDDA:  [13:18:42]  Thank you, your Honour.  This concludes my18

questioning.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:18:47]  Thank you, Mrs Massidda.20

Thank you, Mr Witness, for the moment only.  And thank you to madam for21

assisting.22

And we adjourn the hearing for today and continue tomorrow at 9.30.23

THE COURT USHER:  [13:19:01] All rise.24

(The hearing ends in open session at 1.19 p.m.)25
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