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(The hearing starts in open session at 9.31 a.m.)10

THE COURT USHER:  [9:31:55] All rise.11

The International Criminal Court is now in session.12

Please be seated.13

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:32:15] Good morning.  Good morning,14

Witness.15

I give immediately the floor to the Office of the Prosecutor so your questioning can be16

continued.  Madam Pack, please, yours, the floor.17

MS PACK:  [9:32:49] Thank you, Mr President.  Good morning, your Honours.18

WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0316 (On former oath)19

(The witness speaks French)20

QUESTIONED BY MS PACK:21

Q.   [9:32:59] Good morning, Mr Witness.22

A.   [9:33:01] Good morning, madam.23

Q.   [9:33:02] Now, I'm just going to continue today where we left off yesterday.24

And if you remember, we were talking about recruitment in 2010 in Akouédo old25
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camp.  And specifically, we were talking about when your nephew and his friends1

came to Akouédo old camp with a Young Patriot called Zambi.  So that was2

yesterday.3

A.   [9:33:46] Yes.4

Q. [9:33:48] So taking it up from there, do you recall when it was, what month it5

was, that your nephew and his friends came to Akouédo old camp?6

A.   [9:34:03] Yes, I think it was in the month of December, just after the results of the7

second round of the elections were announced.8

Q.   [9:34:29] And just one thing from yesterday.  You mentioned that they came in9

a vehicle.  Did you know who that vehicle belonged to?10

A.   [9:34:44] I really don't know to whom it belonged.  The vehicle was a11

four-by-four Mitsubishi.  But I don't know who it belonged to.  It was Zambi who12

came, so maybe it was his.13

Q.   [9:35:05] And the weapons that were inside, were you told to whom they14

belonged, not where they came from originally, but to whom they belonged at the15

time?16

A. [9:35:26] Well, as to the weapons, they must have belonged to Zambi, because17

he was the one who went back with them.  They were in his vehicle.  And when the18

command decided not to let him stay, so they remained in his vehicle and he went19

back with them.20

Q.   [9:35:46] And do you know where he then went?21

A.   [9:35:51] Yes, but at the time, the Young Patriots had several places where they22

went, either the cité universiaire, the university, or the parliament or the agoras.  I23

don't know exactly where he went with them.24

Q.   [9:36:11] Now, going back again to your testimony yesterday, you told us that25
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there were two amongst the group, your nephew and his friends, who joined the1

army and then came a few weeks later with a rank corporal, weapons, and a uniform.2

And this was in the French transcript realtime page 88, lines 25 to 27.  Don't worry3

about the reference, but that's what you said yesterday. Now, let me just ask you4

about that.  So far as the two who went to join the army were concerned, do you5

recall the names of those two men?6

A. [9:36:56] One whose first name was Serge, that's what I remember, and the other one, I7

really don't know his name. But anyhow, they came together with my nephew; these two8

young people came together with my nephew. They spent the first night at *my house.9

*Then, the next day, when they went to the new Akouédo camp again they joined up.10

And several days later, I think it was *one or two weeks later, they came back. And the11

other one was corporal. *I asked him, “but you haven’t even finished your training and12

you are already a corporal?” He told me, “No, it’s because he is such a strong element13

that the authorities made him corporal.” That's the one who was called Serge.14

Q.   [9:37:40] Now, of these two young people, you said that one of them said he hadn't15

been fully trained.  To your knowledge, had they been trained at all, these young people?16

A.   [9:37:55] Well, at that time they were trained, and you just had to be there, be17

present, and maybe they were given some notion of how to pull a trigger on a18

weapon, and that was enough, and they joined up.19

Q.   [9:38:23] And do you know where it was they were trained?20

A.   [9:38:31] It's Akakro, Akakro. *It's behind Bingerville. It’s a former antenna, I21

believe, -- I think it was part of the CITELCOM, and then General Dogbo Blé took it as22

a training centre for the Republican Guard, and then it became a training centre for23

*nearly all the recruits who arrived.  It was in Akakro.24

Q.   [9:39:02] And how do you know that that's where they were trained, Akakro?25
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A.   [9:39:06] Well, in the military, that's not a secret.  That's how I know.1

Q.   [9:39:23] Again, so far as these two young people were concerned, you said they2

came back with weapons.  Can you describe what weapons they had?3

A. [9:39:34] Kalash, Kalashnikov.  It was Kalash.4

Q.   [9:39:48] And what sort of uniforms were they wearing?  Could you describe5

the uniforms?6

A.   [9:39:56] It's the same camouflage that we wore.  They were wearing the same7

things that we were.  At the time, it was the same as the Ivorian soldiers wore.8

They were wearing the same.9

Q.   [9:40:11] And do you know whether these two young people were assigned to a10

unit?11

A.   [9:40:14] Well, were they part of a specific unit?  They were some of the -- they12

belonged to the new recruits, the young recruits at the time, who were called up by13

the Young Patriots to join the army, to join their forces, rather.  Whether they were14

part of a special unit or not I cannot say.  But they were young people who were15

called by the Young Patriots to join up.  They didn't have a specific label.  They16

were Young Patriots.17

Q.   [9:41:05] Now, yesterday, again, you described the recruitment in 2010, this18

particular recruitment.  You described it as a sort of, in French I quote, "clandestin19

recrutement", and that's in page 85, line 20.20

What do you mean by that?21

A.   [9:41:39] When I use that term, "clandestine", well, military recruiting, when it22

comes about, it's announced in the media of the State, whether it's the television, the23

radio, the printed press, the Fraternité Matin of the Côte d'Ivoire, that sort of24

newspaper.  There is an announcement that there is going to be a recruitment.  And25
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there is a given number specified.  They'll say a certain number of people will be1

recruited into the Côte d'Ivoire armed forces, and that's when people start to come in.2

But in this particular instance, there were young people who went into the regions3

and enlisted, local young people brought them back to Akakro where they were4

trained.5

There was one who deserted, Akobe is his name, and his son, we learned later, came6

and he's now a soldier; in fact, he's still a soldier today.  And he was recruited during7

that period of December 2010.  And he was trained at Akakro.8

Q.   [9:43:08] And apart from your nephew and his friends and this other person that9

you mentioned, the son of this particular soldier you've mentioned, apart from those10

people, did you see any other recruits at that time, see any other of these new11

recruits?12

A.   [9:43:32] Yes.  Some were allocated to the 1st BCP.  And then later, when the13

new authorities were set up, we demobilised.  I think it was about 75 to 10014

individuals who were in the 1st BCP unit and they were demobilised subsequently.15

Q.   [9:44:04] And by subsequently, you're talking about which period?  Is this the16

period after April 2011?17

A.   [9:44:13] Yes, demobilisation, it was after April 2011 that they were demobilised;18

that's correct.19

Q.   [9:44:23] And so you said you were aware of 75 to 100 who were assigned to20

the 1st BCP.  Were you aware of any other recruits apart from the ones assigned to21

the 1st BCP at this time?22

A.   [9:44:42] Yes, at the time there were some assigned to the 1st battalion, and the23

people in charge of the units, the commanding officers of the units, unanimously24

decided to demobilise them, so they were demobilised.25
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Q.   [9:45:02] And do you know the ones who were in the 1st BCP, let's just take1

those, do you know where they came from, whereabouts in Côte d'Ivoire?2

A.   [9:45:14] Well, it's a bit difficult for me to say.  I didn't contact them3

individually to talk to them, so I don't know where they came from.  But what I do4

know is that those who came with my nephew, they all came from Sinfra.  As for5

those subsequently demobilised after April 2011, saying which region they came from,6

honestly, I'm not in a position to say.  I just don't know.7

Q.   [9:45:52] And so far as just finishing up on this topic of recruitments in 2010, the8

BCP recruits, the 75 to 100, do you know where those recruits were trained?9

A.   [9:46:13] Yes.  I was saying just before, they were trained at Akakro, just after10

the town of Bingerville.  It's a former site of the CITELCOM Akakro.11

Q.   [9:46:37] Okay.  I'm going to move on to another topic, and I'm just going to go12

back to the time of the elections in 2010.  Where was it that you voted during13

the 2010 elections, which location?14

A.   [9:47:28] I voted, well, there is a primary school at the former camp at Akouédo.15

That's where the polling station was for me, so that's where I voted.16

Q.   [9:47:39] Do you recall, when you voted, any incidents at the polling station at17

the primary school where you voted during the election time?18

A.   [9:48:02] Yes, yes, indeed.  On that day Commander Kipré Yagba came with a19

vehicle and there were soldiers in it wearing second-class GR uniforms.  We20

recognised them because of the military stripes on their soldiers and we knew that21

they were second class, and the uniforms were new, so we could see that they were22

new recruits.  And when they came -- Kipré Yagba's big brother was a representative23

of the polling station for the LMP.  So he was there on behalf of the LMP.  And he24

let them through.  So they came in.  We were watching.  They came in.  They25
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voted.1

But what really struck us was that the other parties at the polling station said no; they2

refused to put their fingers in the ink, which goes to show that it was so they could go3

and vote somewhere else.  And I saw that with my own eyes.  I was a witness, yes.4

Q.   [9:49:29] Just breaking this down a bit, Yagba Kipré who you mentioned, can5

you tell us who he was?6

A.   [9:49:36] Yagba Kipré, well, he was an officer of the 1st BCP.  He led the unit.7

Well, we were, first of all, together at M'Bayakro, and I was repatriated because of a8

misunderstanding between the chiefs and myself and was transferred to Tiebissou.9

He was responsible for the Tiebissou zone.10

And from there he was transferred to the Presidency.  I think it was under the orders11

of General Dogbo Blé.  So that's what he did.  He worked at the president's office of12

the republic.13

Q.   [9:50:39] Just to clarify, the events you are talking about there, the early events,14

that was in 2002-2003, was it, in relation to Yagba Kipré?15

A.   [9:50:51] 2002, yes.16

Q.   [9:50:53] Right.  And so during the crisis, can you tell us which unit he17

belonged to during the post-electoral crisis, 2010-2011?18

A.   [9:51:03] In 2010-2011 he was a member of the Republican Guard, the GR.19

Q.   [9:51:14] Do you happen to know where he lived at this time during this election20

time, in particular 2010?21

A.   [9:51:24] Yes, I know where he lived; he lived at the old camp, the Ancien camp.22

His house was at the old camp.  He was amongst the officers who lived at the old23

camp, yes.24

Q.   [9:51:45] Akouédo?25
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A.   [9:51:46] Yes, Akouédo, Akouédo.1

Q.   [9:51:48] Just staying with the officers who lived at the old camp, can you name2

some of the other officers to your knowledge who lived at the old camp in the3

period 2010 around the election time?4

A.   [9:52:09] Yes, the officers there were Zadi Clément, Atsin Aké, Kipré Yagba,5

Commander Mel.  All of them lived at the camp.6

Q.   [9:52:32] I think we've had all those names before.  But perhaps if you can just7

repeat slowly, because they haven't come up here in the transcript in front of me.  So8

we've had Mel, and just name the others slowly, please.9

A.   [9:52:49] Okay.  Commander Mel, at the time, Commander Kipré Yagba,10

Captain Atsin Aké Thierry, Captain Siahé Degohouo, Captain Tindé Gabin.  There11

were an awful lot of officers who were living at the old Akouédo camp.12

Q.   [9:53:24] Now going back to this incident that you described, was it on the day13

of the first round of the elections or the second round, do you recall?14

A.   [9:53:30] I remember very well.  It was the second round of the elections.15

Q.   [9:53:42] You described the men who were with Yagba Kipré as new recruits,16

and you mentioned their uniforms and also that they were second class.  Is that the17

most junior of ranks upon immediate entry into the military?18

A.   [9:54:04] Yes, it's the rank that you have when you've just finished the basic19

training.20

Q.   [9:54:14] Now, you told us that you were -- about what happened and you said,21

in particular, that the other parties at the polling stations said that these men refused22

to put their fingers in the ink, which goes to show that it was so that they could go23

and vote somewhere else.24

What is the point of having voters put their fingers in ink?25
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A.   [9:54:49] Yes, I can explain that.  When you go to the polling station, the party1

representatives at the polling station, the first thing they do is to take a look at your2

fingers to check to see whether you haven't already voted elsewhere.  And if you3

haven't voted elsewhere, then they take a look at your ID card, your voter's card, and4

they look for your name on the list.  And once they've found it, you're given the5

voting slips, you go behind the curtain, and you do your duty and you come out6

again.  And before coming out, you have to put your finger in some ink, and that7

shows and that means that you've already voted.  But if there is no ink on your8

finger, then you could come back and vote and nobody would challenge you.9

Q.   [9:56:00] Do you recall how many of these new recruits were voting on this10

occasion?11

A.   [9:56:09] Giving you an exact number, well, I couldn't do that.  But there were12

more than 10 and under 20.  It was quite a number.  They were all in one vehicle.  I13

think that it was at least an 18-seater.14

Q.   [9:56:36] Did you see Kipré doing anything in particular as this was going on,15

the voting was going on?16

A.   [9:56:52] Well, doing something else that I remember?  Well, he was17

accompanying those young men.  He's the one who got down first and came into the18

polling station first, and he was followed by the young men to go and vote.  But as to19

whether he was doing anything specific, I really can't say.20

Q.   [9:57:14] Would you expect members of the -- I should have asked you in fact,21

were you aware from their uniforms which unit these young recruits belonged to?22

A.   [9:57:35] Yes, in the Côte d'Ivoire army, each unit has got its own uniform, it's23

military green.  They were wearing a uniform and a beret that showed that they24

were members of the GR, the Republican Guard.25
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Q.   [9:57:58] What does the beret look like?1

A.   [9:58:06] It's purple in colour.2

Q.   [9:58:11] And the uniforms, can you describe the colour?3

A.   [9:58:17] Yes.  The uniform is grey.4

Q.   [9:58:26] Now, so far as these men then were concerned who were members of5

the Garde Républicaine, would you expect them to be voting at old Akouédo camp?6

MR KNOOPS:  [9:58:44] Mr President, I think this is a question which calls for7

speculation.8

MS PACK:  [9:58:52]9

Q.   [9:58:52] Let me ask another question first.10

Yes, where is it in principle that members of the military vote in Côte d'Ivoire?11

Where do you vote as a soldier?12

A.   [9:59:03] Well, the military, they have a polling station at the place where they13

were enlisted.  But if they're on mission, they might not be able to go to that polling14

station, so they'd vote at the place where they're on mission.  They can be authorised15

to do that, but they'd have to show their voter's card and also the national ID card.16

In that way it's possible to vote anywhere.  That is possible.17

But if the soldier is not on mission, then he votes at the place where he enlisted.  But18

it doesn't mean that after you voted you don't have to put your finger in ink.19

Certainly not.  Wherever you vote, you still have to place your finger in the ink.20

Other than that, a soldier can vote anywhere, because on the election day, well, he21

might have been deployed 48 hours beforehand, so wherever he is, he can vote.  But22

after he's voted he has to place his finger in the ink.23

Q.   [10:00:25] Were you aware of where these recruits were enlisted?24

A. [10:00:30] That's really very difficult for me to say, because I didn't know them25
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beforehand.  And in fact, I just saw them that day.  And if it hadn't been for the fact1

that I saw that they didn't put their fingers in the ink, I wouldn't have known that2

they had been enlisted in our voting station, our polling station.  It was because I3

saw them refuse to put their finger in the ink that I realised there was a problem.4

And so I realised they'd come from somewhere else to vote there.5

You can be in the GR and be enlisted in the 1st BCP and be in the 1st BCP and be6

enlisted in gendarmerie camp.  That's not a problem.7

Q.   [10:01:32] Did you, yourself, take any steps after this incident that you recall,8

this voting that you observed?9

A.   [10:01:53] Well, any measures?  Well, I wasn't happy about the behaviour of10

Kipré Yagba, my chief, but since I was his subordinate, I really didn't have much to11

say as to what he did, but I did show my discontent to his brother, who was in charge12

of the LMP in the polling station.  I told him what they were doing there was not13

right because he had made that possible.  And once the commander and his men left,14

that's when I said what I had to say.  That's it.15

Q.   [10:02:49] Now, just shifting topics again, yesterday you talked about someone16

called Fulgence Akapea.  And I want to ask you about him.  And this was in answer17

to a question of mine.  For the record, it's in the French realtime at page 69, lines 918

to 26.19

Now, I'll just remind you of what you said in that, in your testimony yesterday, just20

some parts of what you said there.21

You, in answer to a question from me about who was the commander of the 1st BCP22

during 2010-2011, you told us at one point that Mel Brice told the 1st BCP that23

everyone should stay at home, and you said this was, and I quote, line 11:24

(Interpretation)  "He discovered that the situation that we were in there because,25
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indeed, all of the cities in Côte d'Ivoire had already been taken over and perhaps just1

a few communes of Abidjan."2

(Speaks English) And then you said, and this is at line 16 you said of Brice Mel, you3

said, quote:4

(Interpretation)  "He asked all the soldiers, all the military from the 1st BCP to stay5

home, and it was at that point in time that the man Fulgence came to be the chief of6

the 1st BCP along with his militiamen."7

(Speaks English) And then you go on a bit later, line 22, you say:8

(Interpretation)  "So indeed, until the arrest of Mr Gbagbo, it was Akapea Fulgence9

who passed off as the leader of the 1st BCP, because Commander Mel had given the10

order to each soldier to stay home."11

(Speaks English) Now I'm going to ask you a bit about that.  First, Akapea, you say12

he's a -- you said he was a former soldier.  Can you just describe him, please, from13

what unit and what he was doing immediately before he came to the camp?14

A.   [10:06:22] Yes.  Captain Fulgence Akapea, when he was in the military, I was15

still a civilian.  I wasn't in the army yet.  I believe it was in 1987 that he deserted16

when the Ivorian army was under the control of Baroan.  That's when he left and17

went to Europe.18

But he came back around 2001.  The name was General Zézé Baroan.  When I came19

back, I found him in Akouédo.  And the unit where I was, that is the 1st BCP, he was20

the commander of that unit at the time, and so there was a lot of talk about his name21

in the unit.  So I was more or less introduced to him at a distance.  I was told that's22

Captain Akapea.23

And we were all wearing uniforms.  And he knew that we were talking about him.24

And he came up to us and we talked.  And it's from that period, about 2003, that I25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-183-Red2-ENG CT WT 30-08-2017 12/102 GM T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0316

30.08.2017 Page 13

can say that I know him.  He had a little place, a maquis, a bar that was called1

Maquis de la Plage in Akouédo.  People would go and sit there in the afternoon2

*from 4 p.m. until X o’clock and then he would go home.3

So he used to drive a four-by-four at the time.  But during the period of the crisis he4

no longer had the four-by-four.  Some people said, and I don't have the proof of5

what I'm saying here, but there were rumours about him that he was working at the6

presidency, but that things didn't work out, and that's why he ended up setting up7

this little maquis bar.  And so, but I have to say that I don't have proof of that last8

comment.9

So Captain Akapea, when Commander Mel Brice gave orders to the members of10

the 1st BCP for everyone to stay home given the scope of the situation, it was him,11

that is Akapea who was in charge of the unit.  He opened up the office, the chief's12

office and he settled in there.  And he had a considerable number of militiamen with13

him.  Some of them wore camouflage.  Others wore jeans.  And some of them had14

a full uniform, but not all of them.15

So each one was dressed in a different way.  And then there were others, other16

soldiers who remained faithful in the camp in spite of Brice Mel's order, they stayed17

in the camp.  And you know, when young people learned that there was recruiting18

that was taking place, they would come in.  So there were more young men coming19

in.  And Akapea disregarded the orders of the person in charge of the 1st BCP, that is20

at the time when Commander Mel Brice gave the order for each soldier to stay home.21

That's it.22

Q.   [10:10:35] Just some clarification on what you've said.  Now, I think it may be23

the transcript, but I just want to check, was he, Akapea, was he ever commander of24

the 1st BCP before he came after Mel had told the soldiers to leave, before that time,25
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had he been commander of the 1st BCP?1

A.   [10:10:58] Before that date? *Yes, but that was at the time way back in 19872

before he deserted, he was chef de corps.  It wasn't called the 1st BCP.  It was called3

the 1st airborne division.  That's when he was chef de corps.  But he deserted the4

army and left.  And you know, when you desert you can't come back to be a5

commander once you've deserted.  It's -- that's it.6

So his last period as a commander, that was way back then, and therefore no official7

authority appointed him there.  That's what I was trying to say.8

Q.   [10:11:45] And so far as him setting up a maquis was concerned, was this9

immediately before he then became commander of the 1st BCP?  He was running a10

maquis, was he, in Akouédo?11

A.   [10:12:00] Yes.  His maquis existed before the events of 2010.  He already had12

the maquis.  It was already there.13

Q.   [10:12:16] And was the maquis, was it in the camp or was it in Akouédo village?14

A.   [10:12:24] The maquis was in the village of Akouédo.15

Q.   [10:12:32] And Akapea, did he arrive -- in relation to Mel and his instruction to16

the soldiers to stay at home, did Mel then leave the camp himself, the old camp of17

Akouédo?18

A.   [10:12:45] Yes.  It was after Mel told the soldiers to stay home that Akapea19

came.  And, of course, as long as Commander Mel was still in his post, Akapea20

couldn't come there.  It was after Mel told the soldiers to stay home and the soldiers21

no longer came to the camp, that's when Akapea came to the camp.  So because, in22

spite of the orders given, some soldiers stayed in the camp.  And that's when Akapea23

came.  So perhaps they wanted to show their faithfulness, whatever, and that's when24

Akapea set up his camp.25
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Q.   [10:13:38] Do you recall which month this was?1

A.   [10:13:44] Yes.  It was probably in January 2011, because it was after the2

proclamation of the results of the second round of elections.  That's when all these3

things started to happen.  So it was in January 2011.4

Q.   [10:14:13] Now, when you -- Akapea comes to -- came to Akouédo old camp,5

where were you at this time?  Were you, yourself, present at the old camp?6

A.   [10:14:34] No, I didn't live in the old camp.  I lived in the village of Akouédo.7

So when things began to get complicated, I had some friends who lived in Yopougon,8

in Abobo, and since they couldn't go home to their own towns, to their own commune,9

they all came to my place.  There were about 18 people in my house.  And, well, we10

didn't have enough food.  So we managed to get into the camp to get some cassava11

from the camp and have come food to eat because everything was getting difficult.12

We didn't have anything left to eat.13

Twice I walked to Bingerville to get some supplies, but at one point I no longer had any14

money to buy anything.  And since there was cassava and -- we went out to the fields15

and found the cassava growing there.  And when we were doing that, a friend and I,16

going to get the cassava from the fields, we found ourselves face to face with Akapea.17

And *he asked us what we were doing, *why we had fled the camp and what we were18

looking for. We were a little bit afraid of answering,*as we didn’t want things to19

degenerate. So, we listened to him, and he told us what he wanted to say. Our only goal20

was to find some cassava and go back with it. So when those events were taking place, I21

was in Akouédo village. That's where my house was. And that's where I was living.22

Q.   [10:16:41] You said, just mentioned now, that you met Akapea at this time and23

he told you what he wanted to say.  What did he say to you?24

A.   [10:16:52] He said we were running away, and he said we'd run away from our25
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camp, and he treated us like cowards.  We didn't answer, because we didn't want1

things to go bad, because a lot of people were very nervous in those days.  There2

were young people who were trigger happy, if you will, and they had weapons.3

And so anything could happen.  You could be shot at.  We didn't dare say anything.4

We didn't say a word.  We just listened to what he had to say.5

And all we wanted was to go and get some cassava to eat from the fields.  That's all.6

Q.   [10:17:39] And at this time were you in service any longer at the 1st BCP?7

A.   [10:17:46] Well, I suppose you could interpret it like that, because the person in8

charge of the unit had given us the order to go home and to stay home.  So yes, we9

were still under his command.10

Q.   [10:18:05] The men who were living with you at this time, you told us just a11

moment ago that they couldn't return.  You said they lived in Yopougon and Abobo12

and they couldn't go home to live there at that time.  Why were they not able to go13

back to their homes at this time?14

A.   [10:18:29] Well, there were several reasons why they couldn't go home.  First of15

all, there was the militia and, secondly, there was the Young Patriots, and thirdly,16

there were those who had come from the north to take over the city of Abidjan.17

So there was a lot of confusion, total confusion.  At any time you could be taken for18

someone else and your life is over and, therefore, they felt it was better not to run the19

risk.20

And also, there were not enough vehicles.  There were very few vehicles or21

automobiles to travel in.  And if you didn't have a vehicle, well, you could undergo22

the humiliation of the Young Patriots because they had become all powerful, and if23

they discovered that you were a soldier, you would be even more humiliated.24

So for all those reasons, they simply preferred to stay in Akouédo village.25
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Q.   [10:19:39] So just to understand at this time the soldiers from the north had1

come to Abidjan already to take over the city?2

A.   [10:19:51] Yes, because there were a lot of soldiers in Abobo.  They were3

already talking about the Invisible Commando at the time that was roaming the4

streets.  And they talked about people on the GESCO side.  And within Abidjan, the5

Young Patriots were also working full time.  They searched everything, everyone.6

Q.   [10:20:28] Let me then just ask you about who was at the camp at this time.  On7

how many occasions did you go to the old camp Akouédo in this period when8

Akapea was there?9

A. [10:20:44] At the old Akouédo camp when Akapea was there, there was a certain10

Konan N'zi *and Touré Lamine, may he rest in peace, because in the very last moments,11

they had to come out of the camp. There was a staff sergeant, Semené Oupou, he spoke12

into a megaphone to announce: "You, the RHPD, we can see you. And today everything13

is going to come to an end between us." And that's when *Touré Lamine and, may he rest14

in peace, Konan N’Zi took the decision, because they had understood that because15

Konan N’Zi is baoulé, and Touré Lamine is tawana, so they said to themselves that the16

message was meant for them. And Touré Lamine was in for a surprise when he tried to17

get out, Captain Zadi threatened him and said, "*No, where are you going? Where are18

you going?" And he was shaking. And he said, no, he was going to get something at19

Akouédo village and he was coming back, but in fact he was really moving his -- he was20

moving. And he came to our place and he told us what had happened.21

Q.   [10:22:35] Okay.  So you're talking there about Konan N'Zi, who is one of the22

men who was staying with you at this time?23

A.   [10:22:45] Yes, Konan N'zi lived at my place when he left the camp.  Today,24

unfortunately, well, he died in 2012, so he is deceased.25
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Q.   [10:23:03] Now, let's just go back to the people who were there at the camp1

rather than the ones who left and the soldiers who were with you.  So going back to2

the camp itself, the old camp of Akouédo, you mentioned earlier that there were3

militia there and that some soldiers remained, and that more young men came in, and4

this was after Akapea arrived.  Can you first just describe, please, well, just start with5

the -- at the militia.  Can you tell us, were you able to tell where these militia came6

from?7

A.   [10:23:45] Yes.  Well, there were young Liberians amongst the militiamen.  We8

could recognise their accent.  They have an accent.  They're English speakers and so9

they have a particular accent.  And we'd been at the border of Liberia for many years,10

since 1989, and so we were able to recognise their accent.  And there were young11

Liberians with them, but also young Ivorians, young Guéré.  Sometimes the12

Liberians speak almost the same language as the Ivorian Guéré, but you can tell the13

difference because of the accent.  So I can say there were young Liberians.14

Others were from -- they were at the elementary school.  Others were in the camp.15

They with all over.  The camp was invaded.  Even all the dogs, the animals that16

were in the camp, they killed them to eat them because they didn't have enough food17

either.  That's it.18

Q.   [10:25:00] The Liberians in particular, where were they based then in the camp?19

A.   [10:25:11] Well, when they didn't have any particular activity with their20

commanders, some of them were in the courtyard of the elementary school; others21

were in the foyer.  There were many areas within the camp where they could group22

together.  So they were all over in the camp.  Some of them were at the two23

entrances of the camp, because in those days the various gates of the camp were used24

to check who came in and who went out.25
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I remember once when I was going into the camp, as I said, I was looking for some1

cassava, one of them stopped me and asked me where I was going.  And there was a2

certain Agbré from Akouédo who knew me and said, "No.  He's a good guy.  Let3

him go."4

And so I went through and I went to get the cassava roots that I needed.  But he5

stopped me in a violent manner, "Where are you going?"  And somebody said, "No,6

he's an old guy.  He's okay.  Let him go."7

And that's how I was able to go through and get the cassava that I needed.  So, you8

see, the Liberians were right inside the camp. This is the truth.  There were9

Liberians in the camp.10

Q.   [10:26:46] The Liberian, was this -- on this occasion, how were you able to tell us11

that he was Liberian?  How could you recognise him as a Liberian?12

A.   [10:26:55] Well, you know, they have a particular accent.  And once you've13

gone by, they speak in their own brand of English, you know, with the other guys.14

So you don't need a microscope to discover that the person is a Liberian.  You can15

hear it.16

Q.   [10:27:25] And when you were stopped at one of the entrances to the camp as17

you've described, on that occasion, was the Liberian -- can you describe the Liberian18

who stopped you?  Can you describe what he was wearing?19

A.   [10:27:39] Well, the one who asked me where I was going, he was wearing20

camouflage, but not a regular uniform.  I think the pants were camouflage and the21

shirt wasn't, and he was -- he had a Kalashnikov.  He was holding a weapon.22

That's it.23

Q.   [10:28:07] And which entrance was -- did this occur?  Was this the primary24

entrance or the secondary entrance to the camp?25
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A.   [10:28:20] It was the secondary entrance, that is -- I told you that it was the back1

entrance where the village was only about 500 metres from the camp, because we2

were going to get cassava from the camp, and so we didn't want to take the long way.3

We would go through the shorter, back entrance so it was what you call the4

secondary entrance.  But they were at the main entrance as well.  They were also5

checking people coming and going.  They were all over the camp.  They were6

controlling the camp.  They were the masters of the camp.  And Captain Fulgence7

Akapea was in control.8

Q.   [10:29:02] And were you able to say, estimate, about how many Liberians there9

were at the camp at this time?10

A.   [10:29:09] Well, it's difficult to estimate exactly how many there were, but there11

were many of them, many of them.  And, you know, if there had been like a meeting12

or something, I could give you an idea of how many.  But they were in groups13

positioned here and there throughout the camp.  So it's very difficult to give you an14

estimate.  But what you need to know is that there were many of them.  That's it.15

Q.   [10:29:51] And the other Liberians at the camp, can you describe what they were16

wearing and if they were armed?17

A. [10:29:56] Well, many of them had weapons.  They had RPGs, Kalashnikovs.18

They had all those weapons.  And one young Guéré fellow, usually he lived at his19

brother's place, and he was living in the camp with a relative of his, and that day I20

saw him with an RPG, yeah.  He was there and he had an RPG hanging on his21

shoulder.  He pretended he didn't see me so I wouldn't recognise him, but I saw him.22

He was a civilian living in the camp with a relative, and there he was carrying an RPG.23

And he had a proper uniform with camouflage uniform.  In fact, he was better24

dressed than some others, and he was carrying an RPG.25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-183-Red2-ENG CT WT 30-08-2017 20/102 GM T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0316

30.08.2017 Page 21

Q.   [10:31:06] Just to clarify, how many times did you go to the camp at this time to1

go and get cassava to eat?2

A.   [10:31:17] No more than three times, I would say.  At one point I was no longer3

going because Captain Akapea met with us and asked us what we were looking for.4

And so I stopped going.  My friend Siapo Yao who was doing that chore later on, he5

was the one who then was going to go and get some cassava roots with another6

fellow.7

Q.   [10:32:04] Before the Liberians came with Akapea, when Akapea came to the8

camp, had you seen Liberians at Akouédo old camp before then?9

A.   [10:32:17] No, no, no.  Before he came, when we were working, there weren't10

any Liberians; there weren't any Liberians.11

Q.   [10:32:37] Now, in this period that you're describing, when Akapea is at camp,12

the old camp of Akouédo, did you in relation to the -- you've described militias at the13

camp and then you said there were some more young men coming in, did you see the14

young men engage in any particular activities in the camp?15

A.   [10:33:10] What kind of activity?  What do you mean?16

Q.   [10:33:23] Well, the young men who came to the camp, were they so far as you17

were aware, the young men who came at this time, were they trained?18

A.   [10:33:35] Well, I don't know.  You see, others, some others already had19

weapons, so I don't know whether they had already undergone training somewhere20

else before they got there, because, you see, they already were bearing weapons.  So21

you can't really hand out a weapon to someone who hasn't had at least some22

rudimentary training.  So I don't know whether they had training and where they23

might have had training, but a lot of young people were coming into the camp, yes, to24

join the forces in the camp.  So that they were coming in and some training was25
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being given to them by Désiré and Koudou; they were taking care of that kind of basic1

training.2

Q.   [10:34:41] Let me -- the two people you've mentioned, are they FDS personnel,3

Désiré and --4

A.   [10:34:57] Yes.  They belonged to the FDS.5

Q.   [10:35:00] Which unit?6

A.   [10:35:04] They were from the 1st BCP.7

Q.   [10:35:08] You told us that there had been an instruction for the 1st BCP to leave8

the camp.  What about the other units?  At this time there was the UCS, you told us,9

was there, and also the ground forces command was also based at the old camp.10

Can you tell us where they were at this time, after Akapea came to the camp?11

A.   [10:35:39] Yes.  UCS, that's a unit, it's a command unit, command and support12

unit, that brings together many soldiers who are not doing well.  They're ill, they're13

injured.  So for quite a long time, those people were not coming to work.  But the14

tactical sub-unit under Captain Zadi, they were always in the camp.  The proof of15

that is as follows.16

When the soldiers from the Daloa 2nd battalion left their base and got to former17

Akouédo camp, they came and they parked in the yard, close to the tactical sub-unit,18

and they left the weapons in the vehicles.  The weapons that they came with19

remained in the vehicles.  They changed and they each one took up a position.20

But those weapons, you see, Captain Zadi gave the order that the young people who21

were with Captain Akapea, that they take one of those weapons; each one should take22

one of those weapons.23

I received that information in relation to Konan N'zi.  So Captain Zadi ordered that24

those young people should take up a weapon that the soldiers from Daloa had left in25
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the vehicle.  So those young people did indeed take all those weapons and that1

strengthened them.  They were in a stronger position, you see, and they were in the2

camp.  The tactical sub-unit didn't leave.  They were right there to the bitter end.3

Q.   [10:37:51] So let me just clarify in relation to this.  This is something, an4

incident, that you were told about by Konan N'zi; is that right?5

A.   [10:37:59] Yes.6

Q.   [10:38:01] And it involves some and vehicles, weapons in vehicles, that were left7

at Akouédo old camp by soldiers from the Daloa 2nd battalion; is that right, is that8

what you said?9

A.   [10:38:23] Yes, that's right.10

Q.   [10:38:28] And that's after they left the base in Daloa?11

A.   [10:38:31] Yes, when they cleared out of their base there.12

Q. [10:38:38] So in relation to the location where these vehicles were situated in the13

camp, you say it was close to the tactical sub-unit.  Is that close to where you14

described earlier the command of the forces terrestres was based in the camp?15

A.   [10:38:58] Yes, that place.16

Q.   [10:39:02] And at this time was there anyone from the command of the forces17

terrestres remaining in the camp, to your knowledge?18

A.   [10:39:13] No one was left at all there.  The proof of that is that the commander19

of land forces himself was at the Golf.20

Q.   [10:39:35] Okay.  Now, let me just ask you just a few more questions just to21

finish up on this topic.  You were -- you've mentioned a few FDS soldiers who were22

also present at the camp at this time.  Do you recall seeing any FDS23

commanders -- you've mentioned Zadi, but you yourself seeing any FDS commanders24

at Akouédo old camp at this time when Akapea was in charge?25
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A.   [10:40:17] Well, I have to be quite clear with you.  I told you that I went to the1

camp at least three times.  And the third time, that is when I ran into Akapea.  And2

the way he talked to us, well, you know, when someone talks to me like that, I answer3

back.  But I couldn't answer back because I felt that I was in a rather weak position.4

So I was not really encouraged to go back to the camp, so I didn't go back to the camp.5

So I can't say.  So how could I have seen someone?  I didn't go there after that time.6

Otherwise, well, I have described to you what I saw when I did go there.7

Q.   [10:41:02] All right. Well, we'll go now to the period after the arrest of8

Mr Gbagbo.  Did you, very briefly, did you at any time then return to Akouédo old9

camp?10

A.   [10:41:18] Yes.  That was 24 hours later.  Let's say the arrest occurs today.11

The following day, tomorrow, I knew, I knew that there wasn't a problem.  So yes, I12

went back to the camp.  Yes, I went back to the camp.  I was with a friend, and we13

went back to the camp, yes.  That day indeed we found them there, Akapea -- well,14

the next day we no longer saw him at the camp.  He no longer went back.  We no15

longer saw him there.  I saw those young people and I said, "If you're smart, you'd16

better clear out of here.  You should go back home, because what you were thinking17

about, that's not going to happen."18

Indeed, I did go back to the camp after the arrest of Mr Gbagbo.19

Q.   [10:42:19] And did you see Liberians still at the camp at this time when you20

went back after the arrest of Mr Gbagbo?21

A.   [10:42:27] Yes, there still were a lot left.22

Q.   [10:42:32] Did you speak to any of them?23

A.   [10:42:39] Well, I didn't really talk to them, but we told them to go back to where24

they had come from, to leave and to go back to where they had come from.25
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Q.   [10:42:53] Now, in this period you've described that there was soldiers who1

were coming to live with you in your house who couldn't return to their own homes,2

and one you described who had fled the incident you described where he had fled3

from his home.4

Do you recall in this time approximately when it was that soldiers were -- what sort of5

time it was, what month it was that soldiers were coming to live in your home in6

Akouédo village?7

A.   [10:43:35] Yes.  It was at the beginning, early in March, because they did spend8

quite a -- well, they stayed at my home until Mr Gbagbo was arrested.  And once the9

arrest occurred, then I think 48 hours, two days later, all of them went back home.10

Otherwise they stayed in my home in Akouédo village from early March until after 1111

April.  So there you have it.12

And other than *Konan N’Zi, all the others are still alive. Konan N’Zi was the only13

one who died.14

The others are all still alive. *Only Konan N’Zi died. Ahoutou, N’Zi Arnold,15

everybody is around.16

MS PACK:  [10:44:36]17

Q.   [10:44:36] Yes.  I just want to check the transcript.  The name you said was18

Konan N'Zi for the one who died; is that right?19

A.   [10:44:49] Yes.20

Q.   [10:44:53] Now, in this period where you had soldiers who were staying with21

you, do you recall any incidents at your home or around your home?22

A.   [10:45:05] Well, there were many incidents, actually, quite a few incidents.23

Because these young fellows, these young militiamen, they had been told that I had24

some attackers hiding out at my place.  But when they came and saw me, they25
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would always find me in front of my door with my weapon.  And I just stopped1

there right in front of my door with my weapon.  And some of the soldiers amongst2

them recognised me.  And when they went by, they saw me, they saw me there3

standing in front of my house with my weapon.4

But at night, a group of them separated from the others and came towards us.  You5

see, we're in a -- in an area where there is a couple homes, eight doors, let's say.  So6

they went behind the house and they fired some shots throughout.  They shot for7

quite a long time.  I don't know if they were trying to traumatise us, what they were8

trying to do, but they were behind our house and they were shooting repeatedly.9

And I'll even tell you one thing, they -- they looted all the shops in Akouédo except10

the one in front of my house, because whenever they went by they would see me11

standing in front of my door.12

So they looted all the shops, all the shops in Akouédo except for the shop that is in13

front of my house, which was not looted.  Yes, other than that, they looted all the14

shops in Akouédo.  So yes indeed, that was a major incident because it traumatised15

our children because all night long people were firing shots behind the house.  And16

the children were with us, yes.17

At one particular time, someone came and reported to me that, he said "My name has18

been written down in Akouédo at the office and it has been recorded somewhere that19

I was sheltering attackers.  But, you know, if the government had not changed,20

maybe I would not be alive.  I may not have been alive to tell you this tale."21

I can tell you our names had been recorded in Akouédo as having sheltered attackers.22

Our names were written down somewhere.  And if the government hadn't changed,23

we could have been -- I was accused of sheltering attackers.  But they weren't24

attackers, they were soldiers, just like me, who were not able to get back to their own25
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homes.  But people were saying that they were attackers.  And if the government1

hadn't changed, I could have lost my life.2

Q.   [10:48:28] You've described these men as militias.  The young militiamen who3

came outside of your home, can you describe them, what they were wearing, whether4

they were armed?5

A.   [10:48:49] Yes.  There were militiamen and there were soldiers, even from the6

Blé Goudé contingent.  So soldiers from the Blé Goudé contingent as well amongst7

them, they were the ones who came at night and fired shots behind our houses.8

But during the daytime when they would go by, they would see us and we had9

weapons with us, so they were deterred.10

Q.   [10:49:28] And about how long did this go on for, do you recall?11

A.   [10:49:36] It was -- it lasted from early March until April, when Mr Gbagbo was12

arrested.  So the entire period of time during which these people were staying with13

me.  And I can tell you it was quite regular, nearly every night the same thing would14

occur.15

Q.   [10:50:03] And I asked a moment ago, but I -- let me just check, the militiamen,16

can you describe what they were wearing?17

A.   [10:50:14] They weren't exactly dressed as civilians or dressed as soldiers.  They18

might have a pair of jeans and then wear a shirt, like, from their combat uniform, or19

they might be wearing strange footwear.  So they weren't wearing a proper military20

uniform, not at all.  They might wear a military hat, but not the rest, that sort of21

thing.22

Q.   [10:50:58] Were they armed?23

A.   [10:51:02] Yes, they did have weapons.  Yes, they did have weapons.  Yes,24

they did have weapons.25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-183-Red2-ENG CT WT 30-08-2017 27/102 GM T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0316

30.08.2017 Page 28

Q.   [10:51:09] What weapons did they have?1

A.   [10:51:13] Kalashnikovs.2

Q.   [10:51:18] Now, the men you described from the Blé Goudé contingent, how3

were you able to say that there were also men outside your house from the Blé Goudé4

contingent?  How did you know that?5

A.   [10:51:36] Well, they worked together with me in the 1st BCP.  I knew them6

and they knew me.  So I know which contingent they were from.  And they knew7

which contingent I was from.  They knew me.  I knew them.  It wasn't necessary to8

have a particular description.9

You see, if today you were to put me in front of them or if I were to be working with10

them in the same unit, I would know which person so and so is from this contingent,11

the other fellow is from that other contingent.  No particular description was12

necessary.  I knew them.13

Q.   [10:52:29] Mr Witness, I'm almost finished with questioning.14

Your Honour, I wondered if I could -- if we could just perhaps break early, just if I15

could have a request that we break early and then come back after the break.  I don't16

think I've got much more of any questions left, it would be 10 minutes or so, but if I17

can just take half an hour just to gather my thoughts and check if there is anything18

I've missed?19

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [10:53:08] Okay.20

MS PACK:  [10:53:09] Thank you.21

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [10:53:10] We break now and we come back22

at 11.30 with a little bit of time to the Office of the Prosecutor and then we start with23

the Defence.24

Thank you very much.  The hearing is adjourned to 11.30.25
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THE COURT USHER:  [10:53:25] All rise.1

(Recess taken at 10.53 a.m.)2

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.31 a.m.)3

THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:41] All rise.4

Please be seated.5

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:31:57] Good morning once again.  The floor6

goes immediately to Ms Pack, who will update us and then continue to question the7

witness.8

MS PACK:  [11:32:07] Thank you.  I'll only be a few minutes.  Just a couple of dates9

I wanted it clarify and a name.10

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:32:12] Okay.11

MS PACK:  [11:32:13] Thank you.12

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:32:14] Thank you.13

MS PACK:  [11:32:14]14

Q. [11:32:15] Mr Witness, hello again.  I have a few more questions for you just to15

finish up your questioning by me on behalf of the Prosecution.16

You told us earlier today that Akapea came to the old camp of Akouédo in17

January 2011 and that's when the Liberians and the militias came.  And I want to18

make sure we get this date right.19

Let me seek some clarification from you.  The arrest of Mr Gbagbo that you've been20

referring to, referencing, 11 April 2011, can you recall how long before Mr Gbagbo's21

arrest Akapea arrived at Akouédo old camp and took charge?22

A.   [11:33:27] Yes.  I think that Commander Mel Brice, when he saw that the FSC23

had pretty well occupied all towns in Côte d'Ivoire and some communes in Abidjan, it24

was already in the month of January, early January, and it's at that precise moment25
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that he decided that the 1st BCP soldiers should stay at home, and after that decision1

was taken in January, the former Captain Akapea occupied the camp.2

Q.   [11:34:25] We have evidence on the record in this case that the battle of Abidjan3

started on the 31st of March 2011.  So in relation to the battle of Abidjan, can you tell4

us when Akapea arrived at the old camp of Akouédo?5

A.   [11:34:54] Well, perhaps I can't recall the precise dates, but the period I recall6

was when Commander Brice, knowing that all of the towns in the Côte d'Ivoire had7

been taken by the FSC and some of the communes of Abidjan, it's at that particular8

moment that he decided to say to the soldiers that they should stay at home.9

And it's when he took that decision that the soldiers stay at home, it's at that moment10

that Mr Akapea came to occupy the camp.  Because as regards dates, the risk is11

getting confused.  But let me say that it's after the decision was taken by the12

Commander Brice that Akapea occupied the camp.13

Q.   [11:35:54] And there is one other -- just to make sure that we have the date as14

accurately as we can.  Mr President, your Honours, there is a document that my15

friends representing Mr Gbagbo have on their list of evidence.  It's disclosed as16

Rule 77, and it's a document generated by the FDS.  It's one of those documents, and17

it's signed by Mel, who is the commander who left, and obviously there is a date on18

the document.19

If your Honours would permit me, in terms of just making sure we just get this20

framework right, the date when Mel leaves, if I could show it to the witness or just21

have it submitted, with your Honours' leave, simply for the date.22

MR ALTIT:  [11:36:44] (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.  Could we have23

the number of the document from our learned colleague, please?24

MS PACK:  [11:36:53] Yes.25
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MR ALTIT:  [11:36:53] (Interpretation)  And I might well have a comment to make1

on the document.2

MS PACK:  [11:36:57] Forgive me, of course.  It's tab 65 of Mr Gbagbo's list of3

material, and it's CIV-OTP-0071-0579.  And as I say, it's just to help situate us in4

relation to that date.5

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:37:29] Maître Altit.6

MR ALTIT:  [11:37:30] (Interpretation)  Your Honour, I'd like to make a comment7

that's not on the same point, but we haven't had a French transcript since the start of8

the hearing unless I'm mistaken, if I could check with my team.  No, nothing in the9

French transcript since the start of the hearing.  You know that we're going to be10

cross examining immediately afterwards, so it really is urgent that we have this11

available to us.12

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:37:56] I'm told that the eCourt team is13

assisting the French court reporters on this issue and, therefore, it should come up14

quickly, I presume, the issue should be solved.15

(Pause in proceedings)16

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:39:41] Two more minutes.  So I suspend for17

five minutes and I ask you also to think about the request by the Office of the18

Prosecutor.  I don't think that the issue of a date should be a big issue and, therefore,19

I would be very favourable to let this in.  Thank you.  Five minutes.20

THE COURT USHER:  [11:40:12] All rise.21

(Recess taken at 11.40 a.m.)22

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.44 a.m.)23

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:45:07] I'm informed that the realtime24

transcript is now working, from now on, but you will not have the French transcript25
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from the beginning of this session to now, which will then be obviously in the edited1

version corrected.2

So if this is okay with you, I would ask you to go ahead and to answer to the request3

of the Prosecutor to use the document for the limited purpose of the date.4

MR ALTIT:  [11:45:49] (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.  We have no5

objection.6

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:45:53] Thank you very much, Maître Altit.7

So please, go ahead, Madam Pack.8

MS PACK:  [11:45:59] Thank you very much, Mr President.  Can I just ask then for9

CIV-OTP-0071-0579 to be shown.10

Q.   [11:46:14] Now, I just wanted to show you a document, just to see if this helps11

you on the date that we've been talking about, which is the date when Mel left the12

camp.  And if you just take a look and take your time.  And if it doesn't help, then13

just please just tell us.  I don't know if you can read it.  But if we can just scroll14

down this first page gradually.  And if we look at perhaps, once you've just had a15

chance to read that first page --16

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:47:03] Madam Pack, let him read.17

MS PACK:  [11:47:05] Yes, sorry.18

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:47:07] Otherwise ...19

MS PACK:  [11:47:10] Forgive me, your Honour.20

Q.   [11:47:47] Could we just go over to the second page, just so you can read that.21

In fairness, I won't show you the attachments, but just to the second page, just again.22

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:49:54] Mr Witness, have you difficulty to read?23

Are you through now?24

THE WITNESS:  [11:50:02] (Interpretation)  Yes, I've finished reading.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:50:07] Madam Pack.1

MS PACK:  [11:50:08] Thank you, Mr President.2

Q.   [11:50:13] Now, Mr Witness, just a couple of questions about this document:3

Do you recognise the signature at the bottom there.  If we look back on that page,4

there is a signature.5

A.   [11:50:27] Really, I don't recognise the signature.6

Q. [11:50:30] Thank you.  We'll just go back, please, to the first page.  And then,7

just looking there, the date at the top there is 9 March, and we see, and I quote in8

French, "rédacteur chef de battalion Mel Brice".  (Interpretation) Drafter, battalion9

leader, Mel Brice.10

A.   Yes, I see this, battalion leader, Mel Brice; I can see it.11

Q.   [11:51:03] (Speaks English) And this is just like I said, just to -- just to clarify the12

date when Mel told the soldiers of the BCP to leave, and when he left himself, was13

he -- to your recollection, does this help you with your recollection as to when Mel14

Brice left his position?15

A.   [11:51:27] With what I see before me, I think indeed that it was in March.  So16

perhaps I went further down.  When he decided to leave, that was when Akapea17

took over the camp.  That, I do know.  But as to the precise date, I might have got it18

wrong.19

Q.   [11:51:58] Thank you very much for answering my questions, Mr Witness.20

There was one other question, your Honour, it was just -- I've been asked by the21

transcribers, actually, to ask for a village name to be spelt, and if I could just find the22

communication.  I'll just ask.23

Mr Witness, I've been asked if you could spell a village.  And let me just remind you24

of your testimony.  It relates to an earlier part of your testimony and the people25
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writing up what we're -- your evidence -- need some help with the spelling.  You1

talked about the village where Zambi and -- went -- had gone to get the young people2

and your nephew to come down to Akouédo to be recruited.  And this was at page3

91 of the English transcript at line 22.  You told us the name of the village.  It was in4

Sinfra, you said.  But could you tell us, repeat the name of the village slowly?5

A.   [11:53:01] It's the department that's Sinfra, S-I-N-F-R-A, Sinfra.  That's the6

department.  And the village is called Progouré.  That's the tribe's name,7

P-R-O-G-O-U-R-É, Progouré, and the village is called Kouéntifla,8

K-O-U-É-N-T-I-F-L-A.  Kouéntifla.9

Q.   [11:53:49] Thank you very much for helping us with that.  I have no further10

questions for you.11

But you will now have questioning from my colleagues for the Defence.  Thank you.12

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:53:58] thank you very much, Madam Pack.13

Thank you to the witness.14

Mr Witness, now it is time for the Defence teams to question you on the issues they15

deem necessary, and therefore I give the floor to Maître Altit.  Okay, to Maître Altit16

from the lead counsel of Mr Gbagbo.17

You have the floor, Maître Altit.18

MR ALTIT:  [11:54:31] (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.19

QUESTIONED BY MR ALTIT:  (Interpretation)20

Q.   [11:55:11] Good day, Mr Witness.21

A.   [11:55:12] Good day.22

Q.   [11:55:13] My name is Emmanuel Altit.  I'm lead counsel for Laurent Gbagbo.23

A.   [11:55:18] I'm delighted to meet you.24

Q.   [11:55:21] I'm going to be putting questions to you and I'd ask you to answer25
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them precisely and succinctly, please.1

A.   [11:55:29] And if I can answer them, yes.2

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:55:34] And truthfully, I would add.  Thank3

you.4

MR ALTIT:  [11:55:37] (Interpretation)5

Q.   [11:55:38] Witness, I want to go back over a number of things you went over this6

morning in answering the questions put by the Prosecutor.  I noted inter alia that7

you said, and you'll tell me whether you recall this, that the ground forces8

commander was at the Golf.  Do you remember having said that?9

A.   [11:56:09] Yes, of course I remember saying that.10

Q.   [11:56:12] Could you tell us a bit more?  Who was the commander of the11

ground forces?  How did he arrive at the Golf, and at what time did he arrive there?12

A.   [11:56:25] Thank you.  The ground forces commander at that time was General13

Detoh Letho.  Now I'll tell you exactly at what moment he was at the Golf, and why14

he was there, I cannot tell you.  But yes, at a particular time, General Detoh Letho15

was at the Golf hotel, yes.16

Q.   [11:56:51] To check that we understand, are you saying that he deserted his post17

and joined the Ouattara camp leaders who were at the Golf; is that what you are18

saying?19

A.   [11:57:02] Yes, of course.20

Q.   [11:57:03] Very well.  I'm moving on to something different.  You explained to21

us that some soldiers, some soldiers, had left the Akouédo camp and had come to live22

with you, and if I've understood correctly, from the start of March 2011, early23

March 2011 to 11 April 2011; is that correct?24

A.   [11:57:39] Up until or just after 11 April 2011, yes, that's correct.25
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Q.   [11:57:47] Thank you.  I think, and you'll correct me if I am wrong, that you1

said there were 18?2

A.   [11:57:53] Yes.3

Q.   [11:57:53] Very well.  You said to us that you were denounced as somebody4

who was -- who had in his home some of the attackers; is that correct?5

A.   [11:58:15] Yes, it is.6

Q.   [11:58:16] Do you mean that you were denounced as a member of a rebel group7

or member of an armed opposition group?8

A.   [11:58:24] Yes, but that was common at the time.  In other words, if people9

were not on the LMP side, they were accused of being attackers.  So yes, I mean, I10

was watching the TC television at home.  I wasn't on the LMP side.  So yes.  And11

people did come to live with me, those colleagues there.  Some came from the 1st12

BCP, where I was as well; others came with the Daloa group, *of which some Zin-Zin13

Bahéfouê.  Some came through my friends, and they came to live there *too.  And14

that means there was a total of 18 of us.15

Q.   [11:59:12] Very well.  Why did they go to your home?  I know that you told us16

that your house was in the Akouédo village.  So there were probably practical17

reasons.  Why specifically to your home?  What did they know they would find at18

your home?  Do you understand my question?19

A.   [11:59:34] Yes, I understand your question.  Why my house in particular?20

Well, there was no specific reason.  The others who were there before them said to21

them that they'd be comfortable in my home, and that's why they came.22

Other than that, there is no specific reason as to why they were there.  They were23

looking for somewhere where they could live and wait for the end of the difficulties24

before they could go back home.25
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So if there was room for them made available, well, they would come, and that's what1

they did.2

Q.   [12:00:09] Very well.  You said "comfortable."  Is that because of your political3

commitment?4

A.   [12:00:20] My political commitment doesn't explain that, because those who5

came to live with me, some of them were LMP, but they didn't know where they6

could go and sleep.  That was the problem.  Some of them were LMP.  They fought7

up until a certain moment before they stopped and looked for somewhere to go.8

Q.   [12:00:49] Very well.  You told us that -- and of course correct me if I am wrong,9

you said you spent the evenings in front of your door with your weapon in hand?10

A.   [12:01:06] No.  I said that during the day I would stop and sit down in front of11

my door with my weapon to discourage any potential Young Patriots who wanted to12

loot.  Because there was a shop just across the street, and they looted all the shops in13

Akouédo, and the one across from my house was the only one that was not looted.14

Q.   [12:01:32] Very well.  What kind of weapon was it?15

A.   [12:01:39] My weapon was a Kalashnikov.  I was a soldier.  I had received a16

weapon.  So I went home with my weapon, with my official weapon.17

Q.   [12:01:50] Very well.  It was your regulatory weapon?18

A.   [12:01:54] Yes.  It was the weapon that I had been given as a soldier.19

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:01:57] May I ask you to slow down and wait20

before you give the answer, okay.  Thank you.21

THE WITNESS:  [12:02:10] (Interpretation)  Very well, yes.22

MR ALTIT:  [12:02:14] (Interpretation)23

Q.   [12:02:15] So you had your official weapon.  Did you have any other weapon,24

like a pistol, for example, a handgun?25
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A.   [12:02:25] No, I didn't have a pistol.  I had a Kalashnikov.  I had.  I don't have1

it anymore.  I had it at the time.2

Q.   [12:02:33] Fine.  What about the 18 soldiers that were staying at your house that3

you had taken in, did they also have their weapons, their official weapons?4

A.   [12:02:51] Let's correct something.  When I say 18 people, I was including my5

wife and children.  So it was the total of people staying in my house, not 17 soldiers6

who came to stay at my house.  I was counting the total number of individuals7

sleeping in my house at the time, including my wife, my four children and my niece.8

That's it.9

Q.   [12:03:24] So how many soldiers were there?10

A.   [12:03:28] Well, if you subtract.  I said my wife, four children and my niece,11

that's six.  So there were 11 soldiers.12

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:03:48] Twelve, with you?  Twelve with you?13

THE WITNESS:  [12:03:52] (Interpretation) Well, including -- well, I'm the 12th, yes,14

I'm the 12th.15

MR ALTIT:  [12:04:05] (Interpretation)16

Q.   [12:04:07] So, let me ask you the question.  The soldiers who had found refuge17

in your house, did they have their official weapons with them?18

A.   [12:04:17] Yes.  Konan N'Zi, who -- came with his weapon, Konan N'Zi, and19

there was also Ahoutou as well.  So there were at least three weapons in the house.20

Q.   [12:04:37] Three Kalashnikovs?21

A.   [12:04:38] Yes, three Kalashnikovs.22

Q.   [12:04:44] And you as soldiers, were you allowed to take these weapons that23

belonged to the state, were you allowed to take them home with you?24

A.   [12:05:00] Well, you're right, if we were in normal times, in a normal military25
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context, but this was a period where everybody needed to provide for their own1

safety.  So you would have had me abandon the weapon that had been given to me2

and find myself unarmed in my home?  No.3

So the weapon in those days, I had it with me all the time.  It was, I used it for my4

work, if you will.5

So at a given point in time, we didn't return our weapons to the storage place.6

Everybody took their weapons home.  That was common since 2002.  Everybody7

took their weapons home with them.8

And you would have me leave my weapon and then have somebody come and force9

me to kneel down in front of them in my own home?10

Q.   [12:06:02] Okay.  My question is perhaps theoretical.  But technically speaking,11

to take a weapon that you're not supposed to take home, regardless of the reasons,12

you've just given the reasons but, technically speaking, isn't that the equivalent of13

theft of military equipment?14

A.   [12:06:28] Not at all.  I just told you that ever since 2002 every single soldier in15

Côte d'Ivoire would take his weapon home.  I was not the only one.  We stopped16

returning the weapons to the storage room.  Everybody would go home with their17

weapons, and the next day they would come back with their weapon.18

And again, I emphasise, this was going on since 2002, since the events that started on19

September 19, 2002.  Everybody was taking their weapons home with them.  I'm20

not, I'm not the only one.21

But indeed, you're right that, in theory, a soldier is supposed to return the weapon at22

the end of his duty period and return it to the weapons storeroom.  But that was the23

rule that applied from 1989 up until *2000, that was the rule, indeed.24

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:07:27] Maître Altit, I would just -- we know25
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both that it's not a theft.  It could be an irregularity, but not a theft.  Okay.  We1

know it both, huh.  Okay.2

MR ALTIT:  [12:07:52] (Interpretation)3

Q.   [12:07:52] Witness, you stated in response to a question from the OTP that you4

didn't go more than three times back to the camp at that time.  Do you remember5

saying that?6

A.   [12:08:14] Yes, I recall very well.7

Q.   [12:08:16] Fine.  If I understood correctly, the three times it was to go and get8

cassava; is that correct?9

A.   [12:08:25] Yes, that's correct.10

Q.   [12:08:26] To be absolutely certain that we understand, the cassava you're11

talking about, did you collect it outside the camp or inside the camp?12

A.   [12:08:40] The actual field is inside the camp.  If you like, I can describe the13

camp.  You know, there was housing and there was a bush area where the soldiers14

had cassava fields, corn fields, and that's where we went to pick it.15

Q.   [12:09:04] Very well.  So if I've understood correctly, you more or less did that16

in hiding; is that correct?17

A.   [12:09:14] Well, we were hiding.  That's a bit exaggerated to say that.  But we18

had to go through the gate.  And that's where that young Liberian fellow asked me19

where I was going.  And the young Ébrié said, "No, no, he's our elder.  Let him go."20

And to say that I was doing it in hiding that's a bit of an exaggeration.  But the truth21

is the field did not belong to us.  We went there to pick the cassava.  And each of us22

would go to a particular area and we would go and pick the cassava so that we'd23

have something to eat.  So it's not quite true to say that we were doing it in hiding.24

Q.   [12:09:57] When you bumped into Captain Akapea, we got the impression you25
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didn't want him to see you; is that correct?1

A.   [12:10:24] Well, we weren't really hiding from him, but we were distrustful of2

him because when we came from the house we didn't bring our weapons because of3

the presence of the Liberians.  And we left our weapons at the house.  We didn't4

have them with us.  So when you don't have any weapons and you're face to face5

with someone who is bearing weapons, you have to be cautious because you never6

know, they might shoot at you inadvertently.  So we were cautious.  We weren't7

hiding but we were cautious.  It's more a question of caution than hiding.8

Q.   [12:11:07] Very well.  But when you bumped into Akapea and when he spoke9

to you, if I understood you correctly, you left immediately without asking for10

anything else, you just left; is that correct?11

A.   [12:11:25] No.  We let him speak, but we didn't answer.  We didn't react to12

what he said.  He perhaps wanted to get us to react, but we didn't react.  So that13

way he didn't go any further and we parted ways.14

Q.   [12:11:47] Very well.  So then you said you went back to the camp after April15

11 and you spoke to the soldiers and to the Liberians who were there; is that correct?16

A.   [12:12:08] To the militiamen and the Liberians, yes.  Not soldiers, militiamen.17

Q.   [12:12:17] Didn't you say earlier that there were Liberians but also soldiers from18

the 1st BCP?19

A.   [12:12:27] Perhaps I was misinterpreted.  What I said was that when I was20

sitting in front of my house the group of militiamen who were going by and looting,21

there were members of the Blé Goudé contingent of soldiers, but I didn't say that after22

April 11th when I went to the camp that there were soldiers from the 1st BCP.  I said23

there were militiamen and Liberians.  That's what I said.24

Q.   [12:12:55] Very well.  So you went back to the camp and you spoke to the25
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persons who were there?1

A.   [12:13:06] Yes.2

Q.   [12:13:08] And were you alone?3

A.   [12:13:09] No.  My friend *Monnais Yapi was there.  There were two of us.4

Q.   [12:13:15] Weren't you afraid?5

A.   [12:13:16] No.  I wasn't afraid because they were in a position of weakness at6

that point.7

Q.   [12:13:25] But weren't they the same people who frightened you the day before?8

A.   [12:13:35] Well, it's a bit exaggerated to say they frightened me.  By nature, I'm9

not the kind of guy who is easily frightened, but I was cautious, because that10

particular time I didn't have a weapon with me, so I wasn't in a position, the same11

position as they were.  But it's not a question of being afraid.12

Q.   [12:14:00] Very well.  The cassava field in the camp, was it the only place where13

you could dig up cassava?  Weren't there other places that were more -- that were14

easier to access because you weren't inside the camp?  Weren't there other places15

where you could have gone to dig up cassava without going to the camp?16

A.   [12:14:31] Well, if I had gone some place else to dig up cassava, I would have17

been treated as a thief because that field belonged to somebody that I didn't know.18

But the field within the camp, that belonged to the military, so I felt more comfortable.19

I couldn't go anywhere else other than the camp therefore.20

Q.   [12:14:58] Very well.  Is it fair to say that when you went to dig up the cassava21

you didn't waste any time, you didn't spend too much time in the camp, you went22

directly, you dug up the cassava and you left immediately?23

A.   [12:15:30] Yes, because that was the purpose of going to the camp.  So as soon24

as I got the cassava, I went back.25
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Q.   [12:15:35] Very well.  A moment ago in answer to a question by the1

representative of the OTP, you referred to a period of total confusion.  Do you2

remember saying that?3

A.   [12:15:53] Well, go on first before I answer.4

Q.   [12:15:57] Okay.  You were referring to total confusion, and you mentioned a5

number of protagonists involved.  To explain, you said there were people coming6

from the north to take over Abidjan.  Do you remember saying that?7

A. [12:16:12] Yes.8

Q.   [12:16:15] My question is who were those individuals who came from the north9

to take over Abidjan?10

A.   [12:16:22] It was the *FRCI.11

Q.   [12:16:27] Was that an army?12

A.   [12:16:33] Well, yes.  I can say yes because in 2006 and also 2007, if I remember13

correctly, Mr Laurent Gbagbo legalised them and they became legitimate.  When Mr14

Soro was appointed prime minister *in 2007, they made them legitimate and *yes it is15

an army and they called them Forces Nouvelles, *Forces Armées *des Forces16

Nouvelles, and then it became *FRCI.  So yes, I can say it was an army.17

Q.   [12:17:10] Was there a hierarchy?18

A.   [12:17:12] Yes.  They had a chief of staff.  It was General Soumaïla Bakayoko19

and, yes, *it was Mr Gbagbo himself who granted him the rank of general.20

Q.   [12:17:25] Okay.  So the FRC who came from the north to take over Abidjan,21

who was the commander?22

A.   [12:17:34] Well, they had *their staff.  There was General Soumaïla Bakayoko23

and *General Gueu Michel (phon.) and other officers. General Bakayoko and *General24

Gueu Michel (phon.) were made general by *Mr Gbagbo himself.  And the other war25
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leaders were made commander by Gbagbo himself.  So they were soldiers.  It was1

an army, and it was a perfectly well constituted army.2

Q.   [12:18:16] Very well.  Well, did they have heavy weapons as well?3

A.   [12:18:21] Well, to describe the weapons of an army, you have to be inside it.  I4

wasn't in there, so I really don't know what weapons they had.  But an army that is5

moving forward is ready.  That's it.6

Q.   [12:18:40] Very well.  Were there any Dozos people with them?7

A.   [12:18:48] Counsel, I'm not going to get into that.  If I'm talking to you, I use8

what I can.  But I'm not going to go there talking about Dozos.9

Q.   [12:19:08] If I may, I'd like to understand what you are saying.  Are you saying10

that you know whether or not there were Dozos, but you don't want to answer, or11

that you don't know whether or not there were Dozos?  Can you answer that12

question?13

A.   [12:19:25] Let me just say that I want you to know that when you are face to face14

fighting for something, talking about Dozos is taking us away from the subject.  I15

have no way of knowing whether or not there were Dozos, because I wasn't in the16

theatre of combat to know.  I didn't know who composed that army, and so I really17

can't go into those details.  That's what I'm saying to you.18

Q.   [12:20:05] Very well.  To your knowledge did the FRC forces that came from19

the north and perhaps additional forces that we're not going to learn any more about20

because you don't know whether or not there were Dozos, did they commit any21

abuses either when they arrived on their way to Abidjan or in Abidjan?22

A.   [12:20:35] Well, now you are giving me the opportunity to clarify something.23

You know, when you yourself have decided to organise elections, it means you accept24

the results regardless.  Mr Gbagbo in the year 2006 --25
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Q.   [12:21:09] I beg your pardon, Witness.  I'm interrupting because my question1

was a very precise one and I would like you to give us a precise answer.2

You've told us a lot of things and we've taken account of all of those things.  It's been3

transcribed into the record, and we know a lot of those things.  We don't need to4

repeat those aspects.  I just want you to answer my question if you don't mind.5

A.   [12:21:34] Well, in order for me to answer that question, I need to say what I6

want to say.  I have to say it.  I have to say what I want to say.  That's why I'm7

here.8

Q.   [12:21:46] You're here to answer our questions, Witness.9

A.   [12:21:51] Would you repeat your question, please?10

Q.   [12:21:56] It's a very simple question.  The FRC, the army that you mentioned a11

moment ago and/or any additional forces, when they were marching towards Abidjan12

in 2011 or within the city of Abidjan in 2011, did they commit any atrocities, abuses,13

to your knowledge?14

A.   [12:22:28] I'm a soldier.  In my training as a soldier, if I'm moving forward15

toward a particular goal and if I run into an obstacle, I'm going to destroy the obstacle16

to move forward.17

So to ask me whether or not they committed atrocities, well, it was an army moving18

forward.  If they ran into opposition, if they ran into obstacles, it's perfectly normal19

that they destroy them.  I don't know why you want me to tell you whether they20

committed atrocities or not.  Really, this is an army moving forward.21

Q.   [12:23:15] Very well.  Perhaps I can make the question a little bit more precise22

to avoid there being any misunderstanding.  I'm referring to crimes, when I referred23

to atrocities a moment ago, I mean crimes against civilians, basically that's my24

question.25
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A.   [12:23:36] But to answer that question, you refuse to let me give you an1

important detail which for me is necessary in order for me to answer your question,2

and that's a problem.  You're refusing to let me give you this detail.3

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:23:51] Mr Witness, give this detail and then4

respond to the question, please.5

THE WITNESS:  [12:23:59] (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.6

Mr Gbagbo, who appointed Soro as prime minister was in view of the elections.7

And the elections took place, the first round, Gbagbo came in first; the second round,8

he came in second.  And the TV showed us his representative who was tearing up9

the electoral list, Mr Pickass.10

But, you know, when you take a child to school and they get grades, yes, it's like a11

little kid who tears up a paper when he's gotten a bad grade, and that's basically what12

happened.13

And for the ordinary citizen, you know, we don't look at things in quite the same way.14

The fact that we saw Mr Pickass tear up the election results, for us it was proof that,15

yes, Gbagbo lost.16

And if I'm talking to you and I say I've won, what are you going to do? *That I17

forcefully take it from you. And Mr Gbagbo instrumentalised a lot of his compatriots,18

because the people of Côte d'Ivoire was illiterate for the most part, and they were led19

to believe that there were people coming from Burkina Faso or from Mali who were20

trying to take over our country, and that was false. And that's why some21

people -- people went out into the street because they thought that the Malians were22

going to take over their country and they would come and block the road.23

So you had an army moving forward and they had to move forward, and so yes, they24

did some harm.  That's the reason.  And Mr Gbagbo decorated a young fellow,25
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Agboville, on the pretext that he had damaged a French tank or something, and he1

was decorated on behalf of Côte d'Ivoire, things like that.2

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:26:09] Mr Witness, now here I block you.3

We have understood you, but I just want to remind you that we are not here to do4

politics and to do propaganda.  We're here to talk about facts.  And in this case the5

Defence for Mr Gbagbo is asking you questions and you're answering to these6

questions.  We are not here to relive the whole thing from a political point of view.7

But we have understood what you meant.8

Maître Altit.9

MR ALTIT:  [12:26:45] (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.10

Q.   [12:26:50] Would you be so kind, Witness, as to answer my question.  To your11

knowledge did the FRCI coming from the north or either on the way to Abidjan or in12

Abidjan, themselves or the others that were along with them, did they commit any13

crimes against the civilian population?  If you have knowledge of that, tell us; if not,14

just say so.15

A.   [12:27:14] I don't know.16

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:27:19] In any case, I think the witness said17

they did some harm.  That was the translation.  So somehow he responded and we18

can obviously interpret what that means also through other things we already have19

on the record.  So please, go ahead.  Thank you.20

MR ALTIT:  [12:27:40] (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.21

Q.   [12:27:50] The men of the 1st BCP, did they fight against the forces coming from22

the north at the time of the post-electoral crisis, of course?23

A.   [12:28:02] At the time of the post-electoral crisis, the BCP had a post, a camp at24

the RTI in Abobo, at Abobo and at the RTI.  So yes, the 1st BCP was involved25
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infighting in the initial phase.1

But then, well, in fact, one of our officers died in Abobo, Captain MacDonald, and a2

non-commissioned officer, Sergeant Lingbein (phon).  They died in the fighting in3

Abobo.  They lost their lives.  Captain Abib still is suffering from the effects of4

injuries. *He is the BOI at the 1st BCP.5

So yes, the 1st BCP was involved infighting.  But once they realised that all of the6

cities in Côte d'Ivoire had been taken over, then a commander, Commander Brice Mel7

told them to stay home.8

Q.   [12:29:11] Well, both the first and second part of your comment, you've already9

told us this.  So they were involved in the fighting.  You referred to fighting in10

Abobo, and you mentioned officers who were killed or injured.  Who killed or11

injured them in Abobo?12

A.   [12:29:32] Well, in Abobo, that's where everything started at the time.  There13

was an Invisible Commando that I'm not familiar with.  There was a group that we14

called them the Invisible Commando, and they were attacking all men in uniform.15

Q.   [12:29:52] Who was the commander of the Invisible Commando?16

A.   [12:29:56] Well, if I'm not familiar with the group, how can I know who17

commands them?  It was before the present regime came into power.  IB, Ibrahima18

Coulibaly, was said to be in charge of the Invisible Commando.  We read that in the19

newspapers.  But I didn't know who was in charge of the Invisible Commando.20

Q.   [12:30:25] Very well.  So you are telling us that in Abobo there was an armed21

group called the Invisible Commando and they were attacking soldiers and police22

officers, right?23

A.   [12:30:37] Yes, right.24

Q.   [12:30:38] Very well.  So in actual fact, we're trying to understand, so the FRCI25
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was descending downwards towards Abidjan and before, in Abidjan itself and Abobo1

to be specific, there was one or several armed groups who were attacking security2

forces; is that what you are telling us?3

A.   [12:31:02] Yes, I think so.4

Q.   [12:31:03] Very well.  And you know nothing about the Invisible Commando?5

A.   [12:31:14] I'm not in a position to know anything about them.  I don't know6

who they are.7

Q.   [12:31:22] But you went to the camp from time to time in Akouédo during the8

crisis, at least a few times.  You told us that.9

A.   [12:31:31] Yes, before the crisis worsened, before Commander Brice had told the10

soldiers to stay home.  Yes, during that period, I did go to the camp, yes.11

Q.   [12:31:47] Very well.  And when you were at the camp you didn't speak to the12

soldiers, the soldiers who had fought against the Invisible Commando?13

A.   [12:31:54] Yes.  But I've told you that my friend Lingbein (phon) died there.14

And yes, indeed, I did hear under what circumstances.  And the young people, I15

talked to the young people who were part of the mission.  I asked what the16

circumstances of the death were. And *to date, his body has never been seen.17

Apparently, *however, Captain MacDonald, he was taken to the *HMA hospital and18

it was actually at the hospital where he passed away. *I did ask. But, you see, his19

soldiers, they refused to talk about it.20

Q.   [12:32:42] And was any mention made of ambushes?21

A.   [12:32:49] Well, I didn't talk to anyone about ambushes.  I don't know.  I don't22

know.  I don't know exactly what kind of fighting they were engaged in with the 1st23

BCP.  I don't know exactly what kind of fighting occurred.24

Q.   [12:33:12] Now, you at that time, if I've understood what you told us yesterday,25
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during the entire post-election crisis you were on sick leave, weren't you?1

A.   [12:33:22] Yes.  I had been told to take rest for medical reasons.2

Q.   [12:33:26] Very well.  And you told us, stop me if I am wrong, that this period3

of rest ended in 2010 and began at one point and ended at the time of the arrest of4

Mr Gbagbo.5

A.   (No interpretation)6

Q.   Wait, wait.  Just listen carefully to the question.7

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:33:56] Just ask him again when did it start8

and when did it end.9

MR ALTIT:  [12:34:01] Oui, oui.10

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:34:03] When did this period start and when11

did it end?  When did you get back to your military duties again?12

THE WITNESS:  [12:34:10] (Interpretation)  I went back to work in May or June of13

the year 2011.  That is when I went back to work.14

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:34:23] Interpreter correction:  The beginning of the period15

of medical rest was August 2010, August 2010.16

MR ALTIT:  [12:34:29] (Interpretation)17

Q.   [12:34:33] Very well.  So this period of sick leave, this time off work for medical18

reasons was from August 2010 to May 2011?19

A.   [12:34:48] I believe so.20

Q.   [12:34:48] Very well.  But from time to time you did go to the camp?21

A.   [12:34:57] Yes.  I've said that.22

Q.   [12:34:58] Wait.  How many times per month, once a month, more than that,23

less than that?  Could you give us some idea, during that period of time, during the24

post-election crisis, how many times did you go to the camp?25
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A.   [12:35:16] Well, truly I can't -- I'm really not in a position to tell you how many1

times I went.  I might have gone -- I live in Akouédo village and the camp is at2

least 500 metres away. So I might have gone when I felt like it.  I didn't count the3

number of times I went to the camp.4

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:35:41] Yes.  Excuse me.  But did you go5

quite often or just very rarely?6

THE WITNESS:  [12:35:49] (Interpretation)  I'd say fairly often I would say, fairly7

often.8

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:35:54] Okay.9

MR ALTIT:  [12:36:10] (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.10

Q.   [12:36:12] Now, when you would go to the camp during this entire period and11

you would talk to your military colleagues, and you would hear that they had been12

attacked, some had been killed and so on and so forth, didn't you want to take part in13

the fighting with them?  Didn't you have -- I mean, you're a professional soldier.14

You didn't want to go out and fight?15

A.   [12:36:43] Honestly, fight for what cause?  That battle was meaningless.  On16

the television we saw that one person representing the LMP tore up the ballots.  And17

I knew, I knew what -- well, I knew what the out -- I knew.  I wasn't going to fight18

for that, sorry.19

Q.   [12:37:12] Very well.  Now, if we've -- now, so you went on sick leave to avoid20

having to fight because it was against your convictions; is that it?21

A.   [12:37:28] Well, I think you might be trying to interpret my --22

Q.   [12:37:34] Let me put it to you in a simpler form.  These periods of sick leave,23

once the sick leave was coming to an end, you would have it extended?24

A.   [12:37:44] Of course.25
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Q.   [12:37:45] So you would have your sick leave extended.  It was a way of1

avoiding going off to fight, wasn't it?2

A.   [12:37:52] Counsel, I fought in M'Bayakro in 2002.  I'm one of those soldiers.  I3

know what's what.  In 2002 I was one of the soldiers who was part of the M'Bayakro4

subgroup number one.  And I did not want to -- well, some people died there.5

Their families remained alone.  And those men died for absolutely nothing.  I knew6

that the cause was in vain.  So I wasn't going to fight for that.  I'm sorry.7

Q.   [12:38:40] Very well.  Thus, these requests for sick leave?8

A.   [12:38:46] Well, if you want to put it that way, yeah.9

Q.   [12:38:49] Very well.  Now, in 2002, you mentioned one thing in 2002 and you10

spoke of an attack by rebels in 2002; is that what you were talking about?11

A.   [12:39:02] September 2002. Indeed, there was an attack by these assailants. And we12

came and we repelled them and drove them out of Abidjan. But you see, Counsel, there13

are many things you don't know about the minister of defence of the day*, Mr Lida14

Kouassi- Moïse. He, himself, tampered with weapons from the 3rd region of Bouaké, the15

2nd region of Daloa and the fourth region of Korogho, under the pretext that the Zin-Zins16

and Bahéfoué, General Guéï Robert’s militia, so they should be taken out of Abidjan, they17

should be put in the interior of the country. He himself tampered with, that is to say he18

removed the firing pins from the weapons of those barracks. So, there was a first attack19

on 7 and 8 January 2001, when we drove the rebels, the assailants out of Abidjan. Upon20

arrival in that zone, they were accompanied, they weren’t able to stop. But on that21

occasion Mr Lida Kouassi Moïse himself tampered with the weapons from those regions.22

So when they left Abidjan, they had space to set themselves up in Bouaké et al. There we23

are. So I am not going to put my life on the line for something like that *again, sorry.24

Q.   [12:40:27] Very well.  Now, a few moments ago you said, let's make sure we've25
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got it right, you mentioned January 2001 when the rebels -- when you drove out the1

rebels, that was before September 2002.  So what was that incident all about when2

you drove out -- first of all, which rebels?  Secondly, were you a soldier or part of a3

unit?  And thirdly, where did those events occur?4

A.   [12:40:59] Okay. The 7th and 8th of January *2001, I said attackers. I didn't say5

rebels. You mustn't use the wrong words. I said attackers, assailants. In January 2001 on 76

and 8 of January, I was part of the BASA, the surface to air artillery battalion, the BASA.7

And yes, indeed the attackers did launch an attack. They even put something on the8

television. And indeed, we were deployed. Around Côte d'Ivoire people were watching9

television. And thanks to God we were able to repel them and they fled. But you see, in10

Bouaké, there were weapons, the weapons situation was okay. And the people from11

Bouaké, they provided assistance, and they helped drive these people out. And I do12

remember an aircraft took off, Alpha Jet I think it was, and there was -- the black13

Mercedes, do you remember that? Do you remember the incident with the black14

Mercedes? In any event, we were able to drive them out of Côte d'Ivoire.15

Q.   [12:42:21] Very well.  Now, let's make sure everything is clear.  These16

attackers, these assailants, who were they?  Where did they come from?17

A. [12:42:30] These assailants, well, the minister of the interior of Mr Gbagbo, Mr Émile told us,18

may he rest in peace, he told us that that was just after the attack of the 7th and the 8th of19

January. He said that he knew where those attackers had taken the bus and where they were20

training. He knew where they were located in Burkina Faso. *So, it’s not me who is going to21

now say “yes they left” or…Mr Emile Boga Doudou, that’s what I say, I am specific. After that22

attack there was a call amongst diplomats, and the leaders of the two countries spoke and23

Émile went on the television, the national television, and he even knew exactly which stop24

those men took the bus from. And I can tell you, I can stare at you right in the eyes and I can --25
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Q.   [12:43:34] Very well.  All of this is clear.  Now, we're trying to understand1

who did what.  Could you give us some names, the leaders of these assailants, these2

attackers so we know which people we're talking about?3

A.   [12:43:57] Yes, but it's not a secret.  At that time you couldn't know what the4

names were in 2001, you couldn't know who these people were.  You couldn't know5

that.  Otherwise, well, the command of Côte d'Ivoire at the time had a better idea6

than me.  I didn't know.  But it's now after, after 2002.  You see, there was a7

meeting in Togo.  The current speaker of the national assembly said that he was8

responsible for those things.  So I don't know, at that time in 2001 I didn't know who9

was behind all of that.10

Q.   [12:44:41] Very well.  Very well.  So these attackers led by Soro Guillaume and11

then a new attack in September 2002, was it the same people, the same attackers still12

led by Soro Guillaume?13

A.   [12:45:01] I think you've got it wrong.  No, I didn't say that.  That is not what I14

said.  I'm telling you these attackers at that time, I didn't know who was their leader.15

How could I have known?  People I had never seen.  It was only when *it was said16

that our gunfire killed Coulibaly Kadiomoko (phon.), who was a former FIRPAC17

soldier, that is when we found out that *it might be the deserters may be, because,18

you see, *Coulibaly Kadiomoko (phon.)was killed at the RTI, may he rest in peace.19

But to say that in 2001, to say it was Soro Guillaume, no, I didn't say that.20

Q.   [12:45:52] Very well.  Let's try to simplify and clarify things.  So you told us21

there was an attack in 2002, right?22

A.   [12:46:03] Yes, 19 September 2002.23

Q.   [12:46:04] And you were in Bouaké?24

A.   [12:46:07] I was at the national school for non-commissioned officers doing some25
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training.1

Q.   [12:46:22] Wait.  In Bouaké?2

A.   [12:46:24] Yes, in Bouaké.3

Q.   [12:46:26] Who attacked?  Please try to say it simply and give us the name of4

the leaders of these attackers, rebels, assailants, whatever you want to call them.  If5

you don't know who, just say you don't know.6

A.   [12:46:44] The 19th, when the attack came, we were first told that it was a7

mutiny, a *Zin-Zin and Bahéfouê mutiny.  So initially, that's all we knew about the8

attackers.  Later, you see, now, when the president came from the Vatican in Rome,9

and exiting the plane, well, you see, if someone embraces me, I embrace that person.10

If someone attacks me, I take up my sword.11

And so later we learned that it was not those people.  It was actually soldiers who12

had deserted; deserters, they did it.13

Q.   [12:47:37] Led by whom?14

A.   [12:47:41] Well, during that time of desertions, if you could say -- I think it was15

IB.16

Q.   [12:47:48] Very well.  Now, the 1st BCP fought IB in 2002 and fought against IB17

a second time in 2011; is that what you are telling us?18

A.   [12:48:07] Well, if you interpret it that way, yes.19

Q.   [12:48:11] Well, is it that or is it not that?20

A.   [12:48:14] Yes, yes, it's that.  That's it.21

Q.   [12:48:17] Very well.  Now, earlier you told us that during the post-election22

crisis you would listen to the TCI.  What's that?23

A.   [12:48:29] It's a television station that was set up at the Golf.24

Q.   [12:48:33] Okay.  Right.  Was it pro-Gbagbo, pro-Ouattara?25
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A.   [12:48:39] It was a television station at the Golf hotel, and the pro-Ouattara1

people were there.2

Q.   [12:48:46] Now, this television, did it transmit orders to go out and3

demonstrate?4

A.   [12:48:54] Against whom?  I didn't hear any instructions to go out and5

demonstrate.  I didn't, I didn't spend the whole day sitting in front of the television.6

When I was at home, I might have turned on the television to listen for a while.7

Q.   [12:49:10] Very well.  But you watched the news?8

A.   [12:49:12] Yes, I watched the news.9

Q.   [12:49:18] Regarding the Golf, were you in contact with anyone who was there10

during the entire post-election crisis?11

A.   [12:49:29] Well, to tell you the truth, no.  But just there were people, prominent12

people, that I went with who had been, who were at the Golf and I had been with13

them.  But during that period of time I was not in contact with them.  But they14

would call me.  I didn't call them.  But when they needed me, they would call me.15

And since they didn't call me, I would say that there wasn't any contact.16

Q.   [12:50:02] Very well.  I think we should move on to something else, and let's try17

to clear up a few points.  This account you have given us of the recruiter by the name18

of Zambi, a recruiter.19

A.   [12:50:26] Zambi, he was a Young Patriot, a Young Patriot.  Indeed, at one time20

Zambi was a Young Patriot.21

Q.   [12:50:38] Very well.  I'm interrupting you, and I'm sorry about that, but you've22

already explained all of that.  We're not going to start all over again.23

I'm going to ask you some questions on the basis of what you've already said.  So24

wait for the question.25
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So in response to a question from the OTP, they asked you whether the two people1

who were enlisted -- you mentioned two people?2

A.   [12:51:10] Yes, of course.3

Q.   [12:51:12] These two people, did they get any training?  And I believe you said4

yes.  Did you say yes?5

A.   [12:51:22] I said that it was very lightweight training, very sketchy.6

Q.   [12:51:30] My question to you is this, how did you know that?7

A.   [12:51:34] Well, given the amount of time.  When they came to where I was and8

the period of time when they didn't come, and then all of a sudden they come back9

wearing combat dress and they have a weapon.  So I was considering the amount of10

time between the time they left and the time they came back with the rank of colonel.11

Q.   [12:51:57] Very well.  But what were they doing at your house?  They were12

soldiers, weren't they in barracks?13

A.   [12:52:09] Yes.  But sometimes soldiers are allowed to go out.  They're not14

prisoners.15

Q.   [12:52:16] Very well.  So you saw them.  They saw you.  And you spoke,16

right?17

A.   [12:52:27] They even came to my home with their weapons.  So I discouraged, I18

discouraged all of them.  I wanted them to go back, but they were stubborn.  They19

wanted to go and enlist.  So they came back and showed me that, yes, that they now20

had military uniforms.  That's how I interpreted what they did.21

Q.   [12:52:49] Very well.  Now, since you're talking since -- they must have told22

you where they were going to be assigned to.23

A.   [12:53:00] They had already been assigned to the new camp, the 1st battalion of24

Akouédo.25
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Q.   [12:53:08] Very well.  Because I think, I thought you had said that you didn't1

know whether they had been assigned to a specific unit.  Now you're saying --2

A.   [12:53:19] No.  The 1st infantry battalion, the 1st infantry battalion.3

Q.   [12:53:25] Oh, very well.  Very well.  You also said in response to a question4

from the OTP that this recruitment was sort of under the radar or sort of hidden,5

because the usual process had not been followed, right?6

A.   [12:53:46] Yes, that's right.7

Q.   [12:53:48] But these were difficult times.8

A.   [12:53:52] Yes.9

Q.   [12:53:53] Times of war.10

A.   [12:53:55] Yes.11

Q.   [12:53:57] Well, isn't it normal to follow a different --12

A.   [12:54:05] Well, I'm afraid I have to laugh.  I mean, Côte d'Ivoire is a large13

country.  And if you want to recruit young people, you make a general14

announcement.  You don't just announce this item of news in regions that are15

favourable to you.16

Q.   [12:54:25] Very well.  Now, in relation to this event, you have told us that17

Zambi spoke to some young people and tried to convince them, and then he left the18

area in his car, and he had been stopped at a roadblock, and weapons were found in19

his vehicle.20

A.   [12:55:01] That is when he came to Akouédo, when he came to Akouédo.21

Q.   [12:55:07] I'm afraid I'm not quite following you.  You said he was trying to22

recruit some people, not soldiers.  So why did he come to Akouédo?23

A.   [12:55:16] No.  You've misunderstood me.  I said Zambi came with some24

young people from Sinfra department.  That is to say he recruited them there from25
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the village.  He brought them to Akouédo in his vehicle.  Once they got there, it was1

already nighttime.  So each evening at 6.30 or 7, a roadblock would be set up at the2

entrance and the exit of Akouédo.  And it was there at that roadblock that they were3

halted, and when they searched the vehicle they found the weapons in Zambi's4

vehicle.5

And so they were brought to the camp.  That is what I said.6

Q.   [12:56:02] So you mean that there was a roadblock at the entrance to the camp or7

at the exit?8

A.   [12:56:09] Yes, on the paved road.9

Q.   [12:56:13] Very well.  Very well.  And you were there when Zambi was10

halted?11

A.   [12:56:20] In the group of people that Zambi was leading, my nephew was one12

of them.  I was encouraging these young fellows to go back to the village.  You see,13

the fellow, his father had died.  He was supposed to go back to his father's father14

farm.  And then he's part of this group.  And then he's saying, "Oh, my uncle.  He15

lives in Akouédo.  We can stay with him.  We can stay there."16

And when the guard discovered the weapons in their car, the guard took control of17

the situation.  And the next day, my nephew called me and told me about this18

problem. And so I went to the camp.  That's what happened.  I've told you that;19

that's what I explained.20

Q.   [12:57:06] Very well.  So you weren't there.  It was your nephew who called21

you?22

A.   [12:57:13] Yes.23

Q.   [12:57:13] And you very quickly scurried down there?24

A.   [12:57:17] Yes.25
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Q.   [12:57:17] And why did you go?1

A.   [12:57:19] Because my nephew was in trouble.  I didn't even know that there2

were a lot of them.  I thought it was just him.  I didn't even know that it was a3

number of people, a large number of people.  I had no idea.  It was on the phone.4

He called me on the phone.5

Q.   [12:57:46] Very well.  And you've told us quite clearly that you discouraged6

these young people from enlisting; is that right?7

A.   [12:57:54] I discouraged them.  I didn't want them to enlist.  I encouraged8

them to go back home to their village.  That's what I said.  I said to them, "This9

commitment, this enlistment is not normal.  This is risky.  You could lose your lives.10

Go back to the village."  That's what I told them.11

Q.   [12:58:21] But isn't that somewhat strange, that a soldier would discourage12

people who want to enlist in the army?13

A.   [12:58:29] No, not at all, not at all strange, because, you see, it wasn't the normal14

procedure for becoming a soldier.  The results were proclaimed, the government was15

being challenged, the supporters of the government were enrolling young people and16

we knew that the entire country was already in the hands of the other party.  And17

you're going to let your kid brothers sign up?  Sorry.18

Q.   [12:59:02] Very well.  Now, when you explained to us, when you explained to19

the OTP what the normal procedure was, you were talking about a form of20

conscription?21

A.   [12:59:15] Conscription?  I don't understand.22

Q.   [12:59:17] Well, if I've understood, in Côte d'Ivoire all the young people aged 1823

must be registered and then after that there is a call-up of some of them, and so they24

are enlisted into the army.25
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A.   [12:59:34] Yes, right.1

Q.   [12:59:35] Very well.  That's one thing.  That's for all young people, right?2

A.   [12:59:37] Yes.3

Q.   [12:59:39] But what you're talking to us about, I'm asking you, this is quite4

different, this other thing.  This is more a, well, telling someone:  Go enlist5

voluntarily.  So it's not conscription.  It's voluntary.  Isn't that so?  Isn't there a6

difference?  Isn't this the difference between conscription on the one hand, and you7

explained that to us yesterday, and then this other thing, this Zambi and --8

A.   [13:00:13] Well, Counsel, what authority issued that call to enlist?  What9

authority?10

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  Maître Altit.11

MR ALTIT:  [13:00:33] (Interpretation)  Yes, your Honour.12

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  It's one o'clock.13

MR ALTIT:  Indeed, indeed, your Honour.  We can stop at this point.14

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  If you want to finish, five minutes.15

MR ALTIT:  No, no, no.  We can halt at this point.16

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [13:00:42] Okay.  So we make the break now for17

the lunch, and we come back in at 2.30 for the third session.  Thank you.  The18

hearing is adjourned.19

THE COURT USHER:  [13:00:55] All rise.20

(Recess taken at 1.00 p.m.)21

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.31 p.m.)22

THE COURT USHER:  [14:31:12]  All rise.23

Please be seated.24

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:31:34]  Good afternoon.  Good afternoon,25
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Mr Witness.1

THE WITNESS:  [14:31:44](Interpretation) Good afternoon.2

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:31:45]  Before giving the floor to Maître Altit,3

I would just to ask him for the benefit also for the Blé Goudé team if he needs the4

whole third session or whatever the outlook is?5

MR ALTIT:  [14:32:06]  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.  Yes, I think6

that I will need the one and a half hour session.  I don't think I'll need to go beyond7

that, Depending on a number of factors, but broadly speaking it should be pretty8

much within one and a half hours.9

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:32:29]  Okay.  So we take it that you will10

finish today and then tomorrow probably we'll give the floor to the Blé Goudé team.11

Thank you.  The floor is yours.12

MR ALTIT:  [14:32:41]  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.13

Q.   [14:32:44]  Good afternoon, Witness.14

A.   [14:33:13]  Good afternoon, Counsel.15

Q.   [14:33:15]  We are going to resume.  I'd like to put a number of questions to16

you very quickly about the incident that you described to us around the elections17

of 2010.18

You said, and I hope we can agree on this, you said that you were either at the polling19

station, I'm not too sure I got this, or just outside the polling station when you saw a20

Commander Kipré arrive with, and I think you said 18 soldiers; is that correct?21

A.   [14:34:17]  I didn't give any figures.  I said there were more than 10 of them,22

but fewer than 20.23

Q.   [14:34:26]  Fewer than?24

A.   [14:34:28]  Fewer than 20.  But the vehicle was an 18-seater.  Other than that,25
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I didn't give a precise number as regards the number of soldiers.1

Q.   [14:34:38]  Very well.  Can you then tell me precisely where you were, were2

you inside the polling station or outside the polling station?3

A.   [14:34:49]  I was in the courtyard.  It was a primary school, so I was in the4

playground area.5

Q.   [14:34:55]  Very well.  So in actual fact the instant that you describe where6

some or all of the soldiers who'd allegedly refused to put their fingers in the ink, that's7

not something you saw?8

A.   [14:35:13]  Well, I wasn't in the room, but the people who were in charge of9

monitoring the polling station, they were representatives of the candidates there, they10

came out and said those soldiers have voted, but they didn't put their fingers in the11

ink.  That's how I knew.  But I wasn't actually inside the polling station.12

Q.   [14:35:40]  Very well.  So you're repeating to us what somebody told you.13

But you, yourself, did not witness the incident and you cannot say that some of them14

did not put their fingers the ink or that others did.  You're quite simply repeating15

what you heard; is that correct?16

A.   [14:36:02]  No.  I said I was in the playground of the school where the polling17

station was organised in the different classrooms.  And the group of soldiers when18

they arrived, they went into a classroom, and one of the representatives of the other19

candidate who was there came out and complained that not only did they vote, but20

they didn't put their fingers in the ink.  That's how it was.21

Q.   [14:36:26]  Very well.  But it was just one representative who complained, the22

others didn't; is that correct?23

A.   [14:36:35]  Yes, but at the time there were, there were two candidates.24

Q.   [14:36:40]  Very well.  So it's because he complained to all and sundry that you25
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can now tell us the story today; is that correct?1

A.   [14:36:50]  I said I was in the school playground.  I was not in my home where2

someone came to tell me there.  I saw Colonel Kipré and the soldiers who came with3

him.4

If I'd been at home or somewhere else and someone had come to tell me, that would5

have been different, that would have been as you say.  But I was actually in the6

school playground, and I saw them go in.7

Now, the fact that they didn't put their fingers in the ink, that was what I was told by8

the representative of the other candidate who came out to complain, saying not only9

were they there, but they didn't put their fingers in the ink.  So that's how it was.10

Q.   [14:37:37]  Very well.  But, Witness, Commander Kipré, if I've understood11

correctly, he lived at the former camp at Akouédo; is that correct?12

A.   [14:37:49]  Yes.13

Q.   [14:37:49]  So it is perfectly normal that he should be voting there?14

A.   [14:37:54] I'm not challenging that., Even for the other soldiers, it's perfectly15

normal for them to vote there.  I don't know where everybody was on the electoral16

rolls, so I can't say that it's normal or not that X or Y should vote here or there.17

But what I was struck by is the fact that they refused to put their fingers in the ink.18

The ink is indelible, which means that wherever you are, you can show people that19

you have already voted, and they refused to do that, and that's what I'm denouncing.20

I'm not saying that X voted here and Y voted there, whatever.  I wasn't involved in21

organising the electoral rolls.  I didn't know who was to vote at the primary school in22

the village or who shouldn't.  That's not what I'm saying.  I'm denouncing the fact23

that they voted and they refused to put their fingers in the ink.24

But their votes had been counted.  The fact that there is no ink on their finger meant25
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that they could go and vote somewhere else.  That's what I'm criticising.  That's1

what I'm denouncing.2

Q.   [14:39:02]  But in actual fact you have no idea, you don't know whether they3

went to vote anywhere else, do you?4

A.   [14:39:12]  No, I cannot say that.  But the fact that they refused to put their5

fingers in the ink would imply that it's something that could be possible.6

Q.   [14:39:25]  And did you spend a long time in the school playground?7

A.   [14:39:33]  Once they left, when I was talking to Kipré's big brother, who was8

the representative of the LMP at the polling station, I went back home, I went to my9

house.10

Q.   [14:39:52] Very well.  And the school was in the camp; is that correct?11

A.   [14:39:57]  Yes, the school's in the camp.12

Q.   [14:40:01]  Fine.  The ground forces, the tactical subgroup, you recall talking13

about that?14

A.   [14:40:30]  Yes, of course.15

Q.   [14:40:31] What was the mission of the tactical subgroup?16

A.   [14:40:35] You know, the soldier can't always know the mission of the group,17

other than when he's in the group himself. Those in the tactical subgroup received18

orders from the commander of the *ground forces.  The subgroup wasn't something19

new, it had been *created since the late General Adou Akafou and General Detoh20

followed on from his predecessor. *It was just the faces that each COMTER changed.21

Q.   [14:41:09]  Very well.  I think that's something you already told me.  My22

question is very straightforward.  Perhaps we can put it different slightly.  What23

type of mission was to be carried out by the tactical subgroup?  If you know, please24

tell us, and if you don't, please say so.25
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A.   [14:41:29]  When the tactical subgroup was set up, it was like a special force1

unit, receiving the orders from the terrestrial commander, so I could only answer that2

question if I were a member of the group myself.  But I've never been a member of3

the tactical subgroup. So I can leave it at that.  And telling you what specifically4

their mission was, it is not something that I can tell you, I just don't know.5

Q.   [14:41:54]  Very well.  Earlier on you were talking about the black Mercedes6

coup d'état, do you remember that?7

A.   [14:42:16]  Yes.8

Q.   [14:42:17]  To whom did it belong, the black Mercedes?9

A.   [14:42:20]  How am I supposed to know?  I just don't know.10

Q.   [14:42:25]  Fine.  You mentioned Émile Boga Doudou, the minister who had11

died.  But when did he die?12

A.   [14:42:36]  He died during the attack on 19 September 2002.13

Q.   [14:42:42]  Who killed him?14

A.   [14:42:43]  I don't know.15

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:42:45]  Could the speakers be asked to mark a pause16

between question and answer, please.17

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:42:51]  Slowly, and pause.  Don't overlap.18

Thank you.19

MR ALTIT:  [14:43:03]  (Interpretation)20

Q.   [14:43:05]  Please go ahead.21

A.   [14:43:07]  I was saying I don't know.  I don't know who killed him.  To22

know who killed whom, well, you have to be there in the theatre of operations, so I23

don't know.24

Q.   [14:43:20]  You don't know whether he was killed by assailants?25
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A.   [14:43:25]  What I can say is that it was the day when the assailants attacked.1

That was the day that he was killed.  But saying whether it was X or Y or Z who2

killed him, I could get it wrong.  So I don't know.3

Q.   [14:43:43]  Fine.  When you're in Bouaké you were there during the attack in4

September 2002 carried out by the assailants.  On the first day or the following days5

or the following weeks, did the assailants commit any crimes?  Did they murder6

people; did they kill civilians?  Can you tell us that?7

A.   [14:44:15]  In the time when I was in Bouaké because it was 19 September it8

was -- it was the night of Wednesday to Thursday.  First of all, in the morning when9

I -- we heard the shooting, we went out, and until the early morning we were told10

that it was a mutiny.  In the middle of the day, where I was at the national school for11

NCOs, it was Zin-Zin Bahéfouê's group who came in a vehicle with a small12

contingent that we referred to as the Godobé.  Those are the ones who came along13

and they were in front of our camp, the camp where I was following the training14

course.  That's where we saw them.15

And it was later, in other words, because that was on the Thursday during the day, so16

Thursday to Friday, Friday to Saturday.  It was Saturday where we saw Zakaria,17

Colonel Zakaria who came and who left with the commanding officer.  That's what I18

saw.19

Q.   [14:45:42] To your knowledge, the assailants, did they commit any crimes?20

A.   [14:45:46]  Well, I was in Bouaké.  I didn't hear about any specific crimes being21

committed by the assailants.  I stayed in Bouaké, and the group, my colleagues from22

Akouédo, in other words, from the 1st BCP, the 1st battalion, the armoured battalion23

and BASA, went to Bouaké right up to ENSOA .  That was in the night of Sunday to24

Monday.25
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And I understood it was them because that night the shots that I heard, well, I went to1

Belleville 1 district, which is not very far from the national school for the NCOs.  I2

have a friend, Boni is his name.  He's also a soldier.  And I said to him in the early3

morning that the shots that we heard overnight, I'm convinced that it's the Abidjan4

soldiers that have arrived, so we have to join them.  Will you come with me up until5

a certain point, and then you can -- there were three of us actually.  And then I said6

you can stay, you can wait there, and I'll go out towards the monastery.  And when I7

see the road, if you no longer see me coming back, then run; that means I've been8

killed.  And if it's not the case, then it means it is our friends and we'll come back9

and get you.  And that's how I came to go to the monastery.10

And I saw, in fact, that there was a fairly lengthy column of our military vehicles, the11

VLRA.  So I immediately understood that it was the Abidjan military.  And I put12

my hands up and I moved towards the vehicles.  After 300, 400 metres, people were13

shining a torch at me, and I moved according to the light, to the left, to the right,14

following the light of the torch.  And as I moved up, a lot of them started to15

recognise me.  Said, oh, it's Bob.  And that's how I joined the group and I said I was16

with friends.  But they'd gone the long way around through the girls' school, and17

then we all met up with the group that had come from Abidjan.18

Q.   [14:48:19]  Fine.  So we're going to move on to something else now.19

Yesterday, you told us and I'll read out to you what you said.  This is what you said,20

French transcript, page 182 -- no, sorry.  French transcript from yesterday, page 61.21

And I quote, and this is a question that the OTP put to you.  And I quote:22

"So aside from what you did particularly recently within the 1st BCP before the 201023

elections, did you also have any private activity or occupation?"  That was the24

question put to you.  And your answer, I quote.25
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"Before 2010, indeed, we had been contacted by Mr Elligan."  I don't know if I'm1

pronouncing it correctly, who was, and this is not very clear, "who was the Aboisso2

mayor -- who was the mayor in Aboisso, rest his soul, and the PDCI leaders, when3

they were in difficulties they got in touch with us to come and reassure them or we4

would often accompany them when we were moving around." The mayor of5

Aboisso.6

Do you recall having said that?7

A.   [14:50:18]  Yes, of course.8

Q.   [14:50:19]  So to make sure we've understood correctly, what you were saying9

yesterday, and I'm putting the question to you, is that in parallel to your military10

activities.  But when the question was put to you whether you had a private11

occupation, you said you had a private occupation which was, if I've understood12

correctly, the role of bodyguard in order to guarantee the security and safety for13

meetings of those in charge of the PDCI; is that correct?14

A.   Well, I didn't use the term "meeting."  I didn't refer to that.  I said, indeed, that15

when I wasn't in active service and they got in touch with me -- because there were16

quite a lot of us.  I'm not the only one.  If I'm not on duty for the 1st BCP, then, yes,17

indeed, I did accompany these gentleman moving around or I went to their residence.18

That's what I said.  I didn't say that I provided security at any meetings.19

Q.   [14:51:20]  Very well.  I've noted that.  Thank you.20

So when you talk about gentleman, you're talking about the people in charge of the21

PDCI; is that correct?22

A.   [14:51:31]  Yes, of course.23

Q.   [14:51:31]  Very well.  And you say that you went on your own.  So if we24

understand correctly, there was a group of soldiers from different units who were in25
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charge of the security for people in charge of the PDCI; is that correct?1

A.   [14:51:46]  Yes, that's correct.2

Q.   [14:51:47]  Very well.  What was the common feature between these soldiers3

that we're taking about, the soldiers from the different units, what did they have in4

common?  What did they have to share?  Was it their political commitment, for5

instance?6

A.   [14:52:10]  Political commitment?  Well, no, I can't say anything on that to you.7

In actual fact, you know that Ivorian soldiers, if they're in -- well, they're facing8

difficulties.  It's difficult for them to survive financially.  So these people that we9

accompanied, they gave us a little bit of cash to help us through, so it's nothing to do10

with political commitment.  So when we were doing this, we were paid a bit.  That11

was the main reason.12

Q.   [14:52:48]  Very well.  How much did they pay you?13

A.   [14:52:52]  I really can't say.14

Q.   [14:52:56]  Fine.15

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:52:59]  You can't say or you don't remember?16

Approximately.17

THE WITNESS:  [14:53:08](Interpretation) There wasn't a fixed amount that was18

given.  So if you went with somebody, he might give you 30,000; he might give19

you 50,000; he might give you 20,000, so it's not possible to say there was a specific20

amount that was given.  And that's why I said I can't say.21

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:53:28]  Yes, and how much did you get?22

THE WITNESS:  [14:53:33](Interpretation) Well, I did this several times over, so23

whenever I did it, I got, say, 30,000 or 50,000 or 20,000.  Several times.  There isn't a24

specific amount that I got, but I did do this several times.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:53:50]  Thank you.1

Maître Altit.2

MR ALTIT:  [14:53:52]  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.3

Q.   [14:53:58]  Why did you decide to guarantee the safety and security of the -- of4

this group and not others?5

A.   [14:54:07]  I told you earlier on the -- the people in charge of the PDCI didn't6

know me before.  It's through a journalist that one of my friends knew that we were7

introduced because we were together and we were introduced to Mr Ellingan, and8

that's how the activities started.  Other than that, I'd say we were there to -- well, you9

can't say that we were there to follow particular politicians.  That's not what it was,10

but we did this because it meant that we could earn a bit of extra cash.11

Q.   [14:54:43]  Very well.  When did you begin this activity, protecting the PDCI12

leaders?13

A.   [14:54:58]  I think it went back to 2004 when there were the events at the14

Hôtel Ivoire.  That's when it started.  Just after the events at the Hôtel Ivoire in 2004.15

I can't remember if it was November or maybe December.  It was around about that16

time.17

Q.   [14:55:23]  Very well.  I'm going to read to you, Mr Witness, an excerpt from18

your statement to the OTP with the following reference, CIV-OTP-0043-0461-R04,19

page 0502.  So let me wait until everyone's found it. And I'm referring to20

paragraph 169.  I'm going to quote what you said to the OTP investigators, if you21

agree, sir.22

A.   [14:56:55]  Yes.23

Q.   [14:56:56]  I'm going to read out what you said, and I see you're already24

looking at the screen.  And I quote, and this is you speaking:25
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"There are PDCI leaders that I've known for a long time.  They were at the Golf1

during the crisis.  In 2003 a journalist friend, a young Yacouba, whose name I don't2

remember, introduced me and some of my colleagues to Ellingan Etche, the mayor of3

Aboisso.  He was a member of the PDCI.  It was on the occasion of the funeral of4

Etche's mother that we met the leaders of the PDCI, and then the leaders of the PDCI5

would call us up if they had a security problem."6

Do you agree?  So my first question is, does this refresh your memory?  You were7

talking about 2004, and this says 2003.  So what do you recollect now?8

A.   [14:58:06]  In fact, 2003 -- the question you put to me was when did I start the9

missions for them and I said it was 2004.  In 2003, yes, that's when we met.10

Q.   [14:58:24]  Very well.  And you say, as regards the PDCI leaders that you'd11

know known for a long time, they were at the Golf during the crisis.  So can you tell12

us who the PDCI people were at the Golf during the crisis?13

A.   [14:58:43]  During the crisis, the Minister Guikahué was at the Golf.  Minister14

Aka Aouélé, he was at the Golf.15

Q.   [14:59:02]  Very well.  And these ministers or the ministers you were16

protecting?17

A.   [14:59:10]  Yes, yes, I moved around quite a lot with them.18

Q.   [14:59:13]  Very well.  So, as you said, you began your protection activities19

in 2004?20

A.   [14:59:25]  Yes.21

Q.   [14:59:27]  Very well.  And if I understand what you said yesterday, you22

continue this throughout the crisis; is that correct?23

A.   [14:59:33]  No, I didn't say I did it throughout the crisis.  I said during the24

crisis when they were at the Golf, there was no longer any specific mission or moving25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-183-Red2-ENG CT WT 30-08-2017 72/102 GM T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0316

30.08.2017 Page 73

around, so we didn't have any contact.  That's what I was saying yesterday.1

Q.   [14:59:50]  Very well.  I'm going to read the French transcript to you from2

yesterday, page 62, line 12.  The representative of the OTP asked you roughly the3

same question and I'm going to quote from the transcript:4

Question:  "And you continued that after the 2010-2011 election elections, or did you5

stop?"6

And this is the answer you gave on line 14:  "Well, after the first and the second7

rounds of the election, I accompanied Mr Maurice Kakou, and we even went to his8

village where we had an" -- I beg your pardon.  There's something that's not perfectly9

clear in the transcript, because it's the rough draft.  Well, there was a roadblock and10

you got out of the vehicle.  End of quote.11

My question here is that you continued at least during the first round of the elections12

to provide security for people; isn't that correct?13

A.   [15:01:35]  Yes, during the first round of elections, it wasn't anyone else.  It14

was Minister Duékoué during the first and second rounds, but during the period of15

crisis -- you just asked me about the crisis, whether I was with him, and I said no.  At16

that time he was at the Golf.  But during the elections, I already said this, I said that I17

was With minister Duékoué.18

Q.   [15:02:07]  Very well.  Including during the second round?19

A.   [15:02:10]  Yes, including the second round.20

Q.   [15:02:12]  Very well.  And you were at the Akouédo camp as well as with21

him?22

A.   [15:02:20]  At the Akouédo camp I was no longer there because I was on -- I23

was taking a rest period.  And so I wasn't at the camp.  But if I'm going to go with24

someone to Gagnoa, how can I be with someone at the same time?25
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Q.   [15:02:42]  Very well.  And we're talking about the elections, right?1

A.   [15:02:47]  The day of the elections, the -- well, let me clarify.  We're no longer2

talking about the campaign, but the day of the elections I didn't go anywhere for the3

simple reason that I went to vote.  So don't try to put words in my mouth.4

Q.   [15:03:07]  Very well.  Can you tell us rapidly who the Minister Maurice5

Kakou Guikahué -- who was he exactly?  In fact, what was his role during the 20106

electoral campaign?7

A.   [15:03:27]  Well, the presidential campaign in 2010, he was a member of8

the -- he was the deputy campaign director.9

Q.   [15:03:42]  Who's campaign director?10

A.   [15:03:46]  Mr Alassane Ouattara, the RHDP.11

Q. [15:03:51]  Very well.  What about General Ouassenan Koné, did you provide12

security for him?13

A.   [15:04:16]  Yes, General Ouassenan Koné, as they were known by the PDCI14

leaders, when he was appointed as coordinator of the PNDDR, in order to show15

recognition, he called us all into the PNDDR and we guarded his residence, and some16

of them also -- some of us also provided security in his office at the PNDDR.  So to a17

certain extent, yes, you can say I provided security for him.18

Q.   [15:04:57]  Very well. What became of him, General Koné?19

A.   [15:05:03]  He became the coordinator of the national programme for20

disarmament, demobilisation and reinsertion, the PNDDR.  It's demobilisation,21

disarmament, and reinsertion; that's what it is, the PNDDR.22

Q.   [15:05:28]  Very well.  Was he elected as a deputy?23

A.   [15:05:32]  Yes, he was.24

Q.   [15:05:34]  What party?25
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A.   [15:05:36]  PDCI.1

Q.   [15:05:39]  Yesterday, you told us that after Alassane Ouattara's victory in2

April 2011, it was no longer necessary to provide protection to the individuals that3

we've just spoken about; is that correct?4

A.   [15:05:53]  Yes.5

Q.   [15:05:54]  Very well.6

MS PACK:  [15:06:04]  Sorry, can we have the reference for that?  I don't recall a7

reference to that being the point at which the protection ceases, April 2011, on the8

transcript of yesterday.9

MR ALTIT:  [15:06:28]  (Interpretation) Of course, yes.  I'm referring to page 62 of10

the French transcript, line 27.  And if you like, I can read it out and that would save11

time rather than for everyone to look for it.12

I quote.  The witness was answering your question, the question of the OTP saying,13

and I quote:14

"Today, those gentlemen no longer had any difficulties so there were no problems, so15

I am simply involved in my activity as a boxer."16

And if you want a reference, what we were talking about just before that, slightly17

above, on page 62 of the French transcript, line 21, the witness stated, and I quote:18

"But after the elections once the results were announced, all of those leaders, they19

were all at the Golf and so we were home.  That's it."20

Thank you, your Honour.21

Q.   [15:07:57]  Witness, I believe I asked you earlier whether or not you'd been to22

the Golf and I think you said no; is that correct?23

A.   [15:08:04]  That's what I said.24

Q.   [15:08:05]  Very well.  Why didn't you go to the Golf?25
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A.   [15:08:12]  Well, I told you right from the start, I had about 11 friends who were1

staying at my house along with my family, my wife and my children.  I couldn't just2

leave all of those people to go off to the Golf.  If I was at the Golf, I wouldn't know3

what was going on at home, especially since there was fire all around my house.4

Every night, if I had gone to the Golf Hotel, I wouldn't know what was going on.  So5

that's why I didn't go.6

Q.   [15:08:44]  Very well.  Did you have any telephone contacts with anyone you7

knew at the Golf?8

A.   [15:08:53]  Really, no.  Nobody can say that they called me or that I called9

them, no.10

Q.   [15:09:00]  Very well.  And yet, in your statement to the OTP investigators,11

you stated -- and I will quote the sentence, and I'm going to give the references:  It's12

CIV-OTP-0043-0461*_R04, page 0502.  It's paragraph 172, and I quote:13

"One day during the period of the blockade of the Golf, Minister Aka Aouélé called14

me so that I would go to help him get out of the Golf.  I didn't go because it would15

have put me in danger."16

And yet you just told us what you have just said.  So the truth is, you received at17

least one phone call from the Golf.18

A.   [15:10:14]  Yes, perhaps I had forgotten that.  But the truth is I didn't go to the19

Golf.20

Q.   [15:10:22]  Very well.  Did any of the soldiers, the members of the military that21

you knew, were any of them at the Golf, regardless of their names?22

A.   [15:10:39]  Well, those whom I knew personally, well, you know you had to be23

at the Golf to know who was there.  So it's very difficult for me to tell you who was24

there and who wasn't because I wasn't there myself.  And if I'd gone, well, then I25
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would have known; I might have recognised X, Y or Z who was there, but I didn't go1

there, so how am I supposed to know whether there were any soldiers who were2

there?3

Q.   [15:11:10]  Very well.  What about the name Patrice Kouassi, does that mean4

anything to you?5

A.   [15:11:19]  Yes, he's a colonel.6

Q.   [15:11:20]  Do you know him well?7

A.   [15:11:22]  I knew him at the PNDDR.8

Q.   [15:11:26]  Do you know where he was during the crisis?9

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:11:31]  Can we please slow down.  Thank10

you.11

MR ALTIT:  [15:11:36]  (Interpretation)12

Q.   [15:11:39]  Do you know where he was during the crisis?  We're talking about13

Patrice Kouassi.14

A.   [15:11:44]  Well, Colonel Patrice Kouassi, he was amongst the people at the TCI,15

that's how I know he was at the Golf.16

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:12:00]  Correction:  He was on TV on the TCI.  That's17

how I know he was there.18

MR ALTIT:  [15:12:08]  (Interpretation)19

Q.   [15:12:12]  (Microphone not activated)20

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:12:23]  Excuse me.  You have the21

microphone.22

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:12:26]  Sorry.  The question was:23

MR ALTIT:  [15:12:31]24

Q.   Did any leaders of the PDCI at the Golf or elsewhere during the crisis, did they25
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ask you to carry out any particular mission, for example, to tell you about the1

comings and goings of the governmental groups?2

You may answer the question.3

A.   [15:12:52]  Would you repeat the question, please?4

Q.   [15:12:55]  I'll repeat.  The leaders of the PDCI who were any -- anywhere,5

whether it was the Golf or elsewhere, did any of the leaders of the PDCI, during the6

crisis, did they ask you to accomplish missions for them to give them information, for7

example, about the movements of the governmental troops.  I'm referring to the8

post-electoral crisis period?9

A.   [15:13:19]  To my knowledge, no.10

Q.   [15:13:25]  Very well.  Did any members of the pro-Ouattara military11

hierarchy ask you to carry out any missions for them, that is, to provide information12

about the movements of the governmental troops?13

A.   [15:13:48]  Well, the military hierarchy at the time, I had no contact with them.14

Q.   [15:13:53]  Very well.  Let's go a step further.  During the crisis, that is, the15

post-electoral crisis, did you provide any kind of information at all to anyone16

regarding what was taking place at the Akouédo camp, in particular, in the 1st BCP?17

A.   [15:14:21]  Well, I -- well, you know, during that crisis period, I was not in18

contact with any of the authorities, whether it's military authorities on the Ouattara19

side or the military authorities, I really didn't have any contacts at all.  So no one20

asked me to provide information or intelligence, no.21

Q.   [15:14:49]  Very well.  Did you try to convince any of these soldiers that you22

knew to desert?23

A.   [15:15:03]  Well, I don't -- I have no idea.  I can't imagine whom I would have24

spoken to.  No, no, no, I never did.25
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Q.   [15:15:13]  Very well.  Yesterday you spoke about a speech and I think you1

referred to it again today, a speech given by Commander Mel Brice during the crisis.2

This is page 69 of the French transcript, lines 9.  And I'm going to quote you.  You3

stated:4

"During the election period, the commander of the 1st BCP was Commander Mel5

Brice.  At a given point in time when he discovered that the situation that we found6

ourselves in there -- because, in fact, all of the cities of Côte d’Ivoire had already been7

taken over, and perhaps just a few communes in Abidjan remain.  So when8

Commander Mel Brice made -- realised this, he asked the members of the 1st BCP to9

stay home."10

My first question is, how did you know that Mel Brice made such a speech?11

A.   [15:16:36]  Well, it wasn't a secret; it took place in the main square of the camp.12

He called for everyone to go home.  It's not something that happened in secret and13

behind closed doors.  It wasn't a secret.  So to ask me how I knew, well, I wasn't14

present at the meeting, but there were soldiers who came from Akouédo who talked15

about it.  It wasn't a secret.16

Q.   [15:17:06]  In other words, you said you weren't present at that meeting.  So if17

I've understood you correctly, I want to be absolutely certain I've understood18

correctly, there were soldiers who were there who then went to Akouédo village and19

told you about it; is that correct?20

A.   [15:17:23]  Yes, of course.21

Q.   [15:17:24]  Very well. And how long after did they tell you about this?22

A.   [15:17:34]  Well, you know, when you give soldiers leave you send them home23

to rest, they're quite happy about it.  So it is the kind of news that spreads quickly.24

How long after?  I don't know.  It was the same day.  It was the same day that I25
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found out.1

Q.   [15:17:56]  But you were already at home on rest leave; is that not correct,2

since 2010?3

A.   [15:18:02]  Yes, I was at home since August of 2010, and I have nothing to hide4

about that.5

Q.   [15:18:11]  And did you think that this was a normal order?6

A.   [15:18:15]  Yes, of course because he wanted to protect the lives of his soldiers.7

Q.   [15:18:20]  Very well.  And when you say that he stated that since the cities of8

Côte d’Ivoire had already been taken over, who had taken over the cities?9

A.   [15:18:35]  Well, those who were trying to take over power.10

Q.   [15:18:41]  Who was that?11

A.   [15:18:43]  The FRCI.12

Q.   [15:18:48]  And was this after the power -- was there any fighting?13

A.   [15:18:56]  No.  Well, that's why the various leaders had to be informed14

because, in fact, these cities weren't taken over after fighting.  It was like picking up15

snails lying on the road.  And so basically what they were saying is the battle is lost.16

Q. [15:19:20]  So you're saying that the FDS avoided fighting, and that was, as you17

said, to protect people's lives?18

A.   [15:19:33]  Well, in 2002 we fought many battles.  In 2002 there were battles19

that were fought, but in 2011 there were no battles as such.  The cities were simply20

taken over.  They moved forward quietly.  There was nobody in front fighting21

against them.  I don't understand your question, perhaps, but --22

Q.   [15:20:00]  My question is simple:  Was it the fact that there was nobody23

fighting against them that the people in charge of the FDS, the men on the ground,24

they wanted to protect the lives of the population?25
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A.   [15:20:17]  Well, if that's your interpretation, that could be a factor that can be1

taken into account, but in truth there was no fighting and they just moved forward.2

Q.   [15:20:29]  So what you're saying is that there was no fighting but you don't3

know why?4

A.   [15:20:33]  Well, I didn't know why.5

Q.   [15:20:35]  Very well.  Commander Brice's order, when he said that the6

soldiers were to go home and to stay home and no longer carry out your missions and7

no longer defend the camp or the city, is that a legal order, in your opinion?8

A.   [15:21:08]  Counsel, I know you're playing your own role, but, frankly, once the9

battle is lost, you want people to come and get themselves killed?  In my opinion, it10

was a question of common sense.  And that's my position.  And even today I thank11

him for having that grand idea.12

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:21:36]  Maître Altit, you're talking about13

orders, but when you quote, or when you quoted before from the witness statement,14

he said he asked the members to stay home, not ordered the members to stay home.15

Which is different in the military language, I would say.16

MR ALTIT:  [15:21:56]  (Interpretation)  Of course, your Honour, you're right, but17

let's try to clarify this point.18

Q.   [15:22:02]  When you refer to Brice's order, Brice Mel's order the way you19

describe it, was he saying to his soldier, I order you to go home and stay home, or was20

he saying, you can go home and stay home; in other words, was there a distinction21

made?22

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:22:25]  May I recall that he was not there.23

MR ALTIT:  [15:22:29]  Yes.24

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:22:34]  So, "what was told you about this25
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from your source" is the question.1

MR ALTIT:  [15:22:39]  (Interpretation)  Yes.2

Q.   [15:22:41]  Well, could you answer the question, Witness?3

A.   [15:22:46]  Could you please repeat the question?4

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:22:49] The question is:  As far as you know5

from people, from your sources, did -- was it an order to stay home or were the6

people asked to stay home?  Was it a military order or was it just an invitation to7

stay home?8

THE WITNESS:  [15:23:27](Interpretation) The commander asked the soldiers to stay9

home.  That's what he said, "Stay home."10

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:23:40]  Maître Altit.11

MR ALTIT:  [15:23:41]  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.12

Q.   [15:24:19]  Throughout that period when your comrades from the 1st BCP were13

fighting, you mentioned that there were men killed and injured amongst their ranks.14

Were you never criticised by your superiors for not having participated in these15

missions and not having participated in the fighting?16

A.   [15:24:37]  Never.17

Q.   [15:24:37]  Very well.  And the security protection missions that we discussed18

earlier, remember?19

A.   [15:25:00]  Yes.20

Q.   [15:25:00]  For the leaders of the PDCI.  How long did those missions take and21

how much time did it occupy?  Was it several days a month or one day a week?22

Can you give us an idea?23

A.   [15:25:19]  Well, it wasn't something that occupied me every day.  Maybe24

for 48 hours and then another time 24 hours, and maybe a month later or several25
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weeks later.  It wasn't a day-to-day activity.  It was on and off.1

Q.   [15:26:02]  Okay.  Let me ask you the following question:  Does the Ivorian2

military code forbid this kind of activity when you're an active soldier, that is, during3

your duty hours, but also during any point of time while you are an active soldier?4

A.   [15:26:28]  Well, that's a whole different discussion.  You have -- some say the5

military code forbade that, but you have to be caught.  And nobody would see me6

while I was doing this, so I don't see what the problem was.  I don't see it as having7

gone against the rules.8

Q.   [15:26:51]  Very well.  But if you'd been caught, you'd have been sanctioned; is9

that what you're telling us?10

A.   [15:26:59]  Yes, yes, if I had been caught I would have been sanctioned.11

Q.   [15:27:04]  Very well.  Did you inform your chief that you were involved in12

providing security for politicians?13

A.   [15:27:18]  Well, did I report to my chief?  You just asked me if it was legal14

and I said no, so how can you imagine I would ask permission from my chief, from15

my superior?16

Q.   [15:27:33]  Very well.  You mentioned the Invisible Commando earlier today.17

I'm going on to a different topic.  Do you know when the Invisible Commando18

began attacking?  You mentioned that they attacked the soldiers the gendarme,19

et cetera.  Do you know what date, from what point in time, what period in time20

they began attacking?21

A.   [15:28:07]  Well, the term "Invisible Commando" started being used after the22

second round of the elections, but I can't give you a precise date, but I know it was23

after the second round of the elections, after the proclamation of the results of the24

second round.25
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Q.   [15:28:40]  Very well.  Earlier you mentioned that the 1st BCP -- and I'm1

speaking from memory.  Correct me if I'm wrong, but the 1st BCP you said was in2

charge of protecting the RTI office in Abobo; is that correct?3

A. [15:29:21] No, I said that the 1st BCP had a post *in front of the town hall of Abobo,4

UNICAFE, and then in Abobo -- *at the monastery, around Abobo Baoulé, then there was5

Anyama in Zadié, but Anyama in Zadié was removed at a given moment in time. There we6

are. So, it was in Abobo…how do you call it… at the roundabout in front of the town hall.7

Q.   [15:29:52]  So it wasn't at the RTI?8

A.   [15:29:56] Well, the RTI was added, if you will, because at one point I was no longer9

participating in those missions, so perhaps the RTI office was added.  It was after I left.10

Q.   [15:30:14]  Very well.11

Just a moment, if you don't mind.12

A.   [15:30:40]  I'm entirely at your disposal.13

(Pause in proceedings)14

MR ALTIT:  [15:31:20]  (Interpretation)15

Q.   [15:31:21]  I'm just going to return to one thing that you said earlier about your16

presence in Bouaké in September 2002.  Do you remember whether some time17

thereafter there was a massacre of family members of various gendarmes?18

A. [15:31:44] *Well, in the period when…because I did Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday;19

on Monday I joined the group that came from Abidjan, and we fought until the 1700 hours.20

And what's more, at the time, the Commander Detoh Letho began -- he asked for troops to21

withdraw because he saw that we were short of ammunition and we ended up at Daoukro.22

And from there, to say that, during that period of time when I was in Bouaké, I did not have23

any knowledge of family members of gendarmes being massacred, no.24

Q.   [15:32:31]  Very well.  It seems to me that I've put this question to you.  I25
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apologise if I'm repeating myself, but the person who was leading these attackers who1

attacked, you do you know his name?2

A.   [15:32:50]  Well, at that time I told you that we were told that it was a mutiny of3

some Zin-Zin people.4

Q.   [15:33:01]  So you don't know the person's name?5

A.   [15:33:03]  No.6

Q.   [15:33:05]  We are now going to read something from the statement that you7

gave to the OTP investigators.  CIV-OTP-0043-0461-*R04, page 0469, paragraph 29.8

We'll just wait for a moment until it comes up on the screen.  I'll quote from the9

statement.  You were the one speaking:10

"As I mentioned earlier, on 18 September 2002, I was at the ENSOA in Bouaké when11

the crisis broke out.  There were the soldiers from the north who had deserted the12

army after Gbagbo's victory in the year 2000, and they reappeared early on in the13

conflict in September 2002.14

For example, Koné Zakaria came to the ENSOA in September 2002.  He spoke to the15

recruits and reassured us that he and his men were not against us.  Then it was he16

and his men who took control of the town of Bouaké."17

So at that time, if I've understood you correctly, you remembered quite well who the18

leader was of the rebels, it was Koné Zakaria.  Does that refresh your memory?19

A.   [15:34:57]  Well, I couldn't say that he was the one leading the group that20

attacked.  I didn't say he was the leader.  You're asking me who was the leader of21

the attackers.  I didn't specify that he was the leader; I said he is the one who came to22

see us at the ENSOA.  I didn't say that he was the leader, but he was the one leading23

a small group of people who had come.  I was talking about that small group.  I24

didn't say that he was the leader of all of those people who had attacked in Bouaké.25
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Q.   [15:35:34]  Very well.  Let's make sure we're on the same wavelength.  And1

then you said:2

"He and his men were the ones who took control of the town of Bouaké."3

So doesn't that mean that he was the leader?4

A.   [15:35:50]  I don't know the town of Bouaké.  He and his men, the men that he5

came with, they couldn't have taken control of the entire town of Bouaké.  So I6

couldn't describe him as being -- as the leader of the men who took control of the7

town.  I said he came to see us with a few other people.  And I said the same thing8

this morning.  I didn't say that -- I didn't designate him, I didn't say specifically that9

he was the leader.10

Q. [15:36:26]  Very well.  And was he a Dozo leader?11

A.   [15:36:34]  He was from the same year as me.  He's not a -- the leader of a12

Dozo -- of Dozos, no.13

Q.   [15:36:45]  So you knew him before?14

A.   [15:36:47]  I knew him before.  I said he was from my same class.  We did our15

basic training together.16

Q.   [15:36:54]  Very well.  And you stayed in touch after?17

A.   [15:36:57]  No.  After the training each person was assigned to a different unit,18

but when we would see one another the friendship remained.19

Q. [15:37:08]  Very well.  Sir, we'll move on now to something else.  You20

explained to us yesterday that before the election of President Gbagbo there was a21

committee that had power, the committee for public health.22

A.   [15:38:16]  Yes.23

Q.   [15:38:17]  Who were these people, were they military men, civilians?  Who24

made up this committee?25
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A.   [15:38:26]  Can you be a bit clearer in your questioning, because that committee1

formed a government.  I don't know if you're talking about that, or could you2

rephrase, put your question better?3

Q.   [15:38:40]  Well, then we'll go in order.  This national committee of health,4

when did it take power?5

A.   [15:38:47]  You're asking when?  The 25th *December 1999.6

Q.   [15:38:58]  Very well.  And whom did they take power from before that time7

25 December 1999?8

A.   [15:39:09]  Henri Konan Bédié.9

Q. [15:39:12]  Very well.  And he was the president now, wasn't he?10

A.   [15:39:16]  Yes, he was the president of the republic.11

Q.   [15:39:19]  He had been elected?12

A.   [15:39:22]  Yes, in 1995 he was elected president.13

Q.   [15:39:25]  Very well.  Just to be perfectly clear, we're talking about -- are we14

talking about a military coup d'état?  Did they overthrow the government?15

A.   [15:39:37]  Yes, it was a military coup d'état, yes.16

Q.   [15:39:41]  Yes.  And you took part in that?17

A.   [15:39:43]  No.18

Q.   [15:39:49]  Very well.  Did you --19

A.   [15:39:51]  No.20

Q.   [15:39:52]  Did you support this committee for public safety or well-being?21

A.   [15:40:01]  Well, I followed the orders that were given.  I was doing my job22

just like everyone else.  I was following orders like everyone else.23

Q.   [15:40:13]  Let's try to make sense of this.  So were your leaders in favour of24

the committee?25
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A.   [15:40:21]  Well, it was a military group.  I mean, you had to be in favour.  It1

was a military group.2

Q.   [15:40:31]  And who led this committee?3

A.   [15:40:35]  General Robert Guéï.4

Q.   [15:40:40]  Very well.  And then did you take part in a mutiny in the weeks or5

months following?6

A.   [15:40:46]  Yes, I did take part in a mutiny; on the 4th and 5th of *July 2000--7

Q.   [15:40:55]  What was the purpose of that?8

A.   [15:40:58]  Well, you see, we had been promised something.  We had received9

a promise.  In actual fact, the mutiny was owing to many problems.  When you see10

someone wearing a uniform you think that they might be doing well, but in actual11

fact they might be having a hard time of it.12

We were promised 6,000, and in the back rooms and the like we heard that generals13

got that money, so -- the 6 million, and so we organised a mutiny to demand that we,14

too, receive this money.15

Q.   [15:41:38]  Very well.  And if I've understood correctly, that was the -- it was16

the election of President Gbagbo and the return of an elected civilian to power that17

ended the military period?  Can we put it that way, can we say that?18

A.   [15:41:59]  Honestly, I believe that -- well, I don't know what you're talking19

about really.20

Q.   [15:42:10]  Well, I'll rephrase to be very clear.  This committee, the committee21

for national health or salvation, took power.22

A.   [15:42:21]  Yes.23

Q.   [15:42:21]  And stayed in power, correct me if I'm wrong, until the election of24

President Gbagbo; right?25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-183-Red2-ENG CT WT 30-08-2017 88/102 GM T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0316

30.08.2017 Page 89

A.   [15:42:28]  Yes.1

Q.   [15:42:29]  Yes, I didn't --2

A.   [15:42:31]  Indeed, because, you see, President Gbagbo himself said he received3

that power under very difficult situation.4

Q.   [15:42:43]  Just answer the question, please.  So these soldiers -- I'm putting a5

question to you.  The soldiers, the military, kept power until the election of6

President Gbagbo; right?7

A.   [15:42:57]  Yes.  Up until then it was the committee and then it was Gbagbo.8

Q.   [15:43:03]  As a soldier, you, did you think it was a pity that the military9

government was no longer in place?10

A.   Well, I wouldn't say that I thought it was a pity or I regretted it.  I don't think I11

said anything like that.  I don't think I said anything about regretting that.12

Q.   [15:43:36]  Well, you see -- just one moment, if you don't mind.13

(Counsel confers)14

MR ALTIT:  [15:43:48]  (Interpretation)15

Q.   [15:43:51]  We're trying to understand.  So yesterday you said something, and16

I quoted what you said, French transcript, page 85, line 8.  You said this:17

"Yes, yes, but that is to say" -- you were the one speaking -- "that is to say, in the18

year 2000 before Mr Gbagbo took power, the national committee of public safety held19

power.  And when Mr Gbagbo said that he had won and the entire people" -- I think20

there's a few typos here -- "we soldiers, we left that place, that space, and so they,21

when they got there, when they came in, we were nothing in comparison to them.22

That's what they were giving us to understand."23

And then you were talking about the new recruits.  So it seemed to us, when you24

said that, that in a way there was a kind of -- how should I put this -- a clash,25
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antagonism between the old soldiers and then the newer soldiers who were -- is that a1

fair --2

A.   [15:45:22]  No, no.  No, don't try to put such words in my mouth.3

Q.   [15:45:28]  Tell us, tell us, wasn't there some kind of antagonism between the4

two?5

A.   [15:45:36]  What I was trying to say, the young recruits from the Blé Goudé6

contingent, when they were recruited, indeed, they had no respect for the old-timers,7

people like us, yes, because they saw us as being unable in -- and that's what I was8

trying to say.  But there wasn't any true animosity between us.9

Q.   [15:46:12]  Very well.  Sir, you also told us yesterday that the new10

recruits -- we're talking about the year 2003 -- were not good recruits -- if I could put it11

that way -- not good recruits because some of them were disabled, some just had one12

eye, some of them were disabled.13

A.   [15:46:45]  Well, those two people -- those two cases, those were people who14

were -- they were disabled; they could not be soldiers.15

Q.   [15:46:56]  And then you said that some had one foot longer than the other?16

A.   [15:47:01]  Yes.17

Q.   [15:47:22]  Mr Witness, your entire career has been in the army.  And if I've18

understood correctly, you joined the army in 1989?19

A.   [15:47:39]  Yes, *on 4 January 1989.20

Q.   [15:47:40] And then you were appointed sergeant *in 2005 and then later chief21

sergeant *in 2012?22

A.   [15:47:47]  Yes.23

Q.   [15:47:49]  Would you say that you had had a normal career, was it a normal24

career progression?  Was it the normal career that most people would have?25
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A.   [15:48:05]  No, no.  I had many problems with the leaders.  And each time1

you are punished, that puts you three years behind.  Otherwise, by 1990, one year2

service, I'd already done training for corporal, but because of the punishment, I was3

only appointed corporal much later.  So, you see, even now I'm just a staff sergeant.4

I have all the diplomas and that sort of thing to have a higher rank.5

Q.   [15:48:45]  Very well.  And your participation in the mutiny that we6

mentioned earlier, did that slow down your career progression?7

A.   [15:48:56] A great deal, actually.  That mutiny, after, once the mutiny was8

over, I was arrested by the people in -- well, the people from the national committee9

for public *security.  And what saved me was -- well, you see, in Côte d’Ivoire there10

is an alliance between *the gouro and yacouba ethnic groups.  And you see, there11

was a time when I was doing boxing and often General Guéï was coming to the12

boxing matches.  And I think that's what saved me.  Otherwise, I think *it would13

have ended badly for me. There we are. So when I came before him he said, “Ah!14

Champion, is that you?” I think that alleviated the situation for me somewhat.15

Q.   [15:49:59]  So you came to General Guéï's attention.  And then on the other16

hand, did someone slow down your career?17

A.   [15:50:06]  Yes.18

Q.   [15:50:06]  Who did that?19

A.   [15:50:09]  Well, he became a colonel, Colonel Major Koloubla.  Indeed,20

in 2001, I was at a roadblock at the GESCO area.  And at the time I still smoked21

cigarettes.  And after -- it might have been 1 in the morning, and I said to the head of22

the post that -- well, he was a -- I was a corporal, he was a sergeant, and I said, "Boss,23

since I can't sleep, I'm going to go and get some cigarettes."24

And then I found out that in the GESCO market there's a bar that's still open and25
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there's someone selling cigarettes there.  So I took my weapon and I headed in that1

direction.2

And along the way I came across four police officers who were just along the way.3

So I greeted them politely, but no one paid attention to me.  And just behind me4

there was a large truck with coal.  And they had to check it.  They were -- there was5

some money in there maybe.  And no one really paid any attention to my greeting.6

And I went along my way.7

I bought my cigarettes and then I went back.  And then the truck went by.  And8

then I got to where they were and one of them came up to me and said, "Where are9

you going with that your weapon?  What are you up to?"10

And I really didn't pay much attention to him.  I wanted to continue along my way.11

He blocked me.  And then I hit him with the butt of the rifle.  And that scared them.12

They fled.  And I said to them, "Well, I'm at the corridor."13

And once I got there I reported back to Trojean, the leader, and I said I'd gone to buy14

some cigarettes and I'd had some hassles along the way.  Then I went back to the15

lookout point above; I went back up there.  And they were talking to the chief.  And16

you see, the report back was so that the chief would know.  And then, then they17

were saying, "Oh, he's a bandit, he's a drug addict."18

And I saw the police officer, I went back down.  And so that did not suit me.  And I19

did the same thing.  And the police officers got in their vehicle and off they went.20

The next day, Trojean, Sergeant Trojean, reported back to the commander, Koloubla21

Dakouri.  And when he reported back to him, the commander, instead of listening to22

my side of the story, automatically he punished me.  That did not suit me.23

And I said it was unfair of him to punish me; he should listen to my side of the story24

first because I was the one who was subjected to that.  As if those police officers had25
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been able to catch me and put me in their vehicle and bring me in front of1

the -- wouldn't that have been a humiliation.2

So, for all of that, I ended up getting a punishment, and I left the BASA, and I went to3

another unit.  And that incident has followed me throughout my entire career.4

Q.   [15:53:53]  Very well.5

A.   [15:54:02]  That punishment, that reprimand ended up with -- well, actually the6

actual document, if you -- the radiation had been signed by the general, but what7

saved me was -- well, later on the -- the being expelled or discharged -- ultimately, I8

didn't -- I was not discharged.9

Q.   [15:54:43]  Very well.  How long did Brice Mel stay at the BCP?10

A.   [15:54:51]  Well, first of all he was the deputy to Commander Toualy.  And11

when he came from the second battalion, he came as second in command.  He was12

the deputy to Toualy, and that was his position.  And then when Toualy had13

problems with his counterpart, Brou, and there was that problem.  Then Brice got the14

job.  But I can't tell you the exact time.  Initially he was deputy, and then he was15

appointed to first in command.16

Q.   [15:55:25]  But how long was he the top commander there?17

A.   [15:55:30]  Until the day he asked.  Even after, after 2011, he stayed there for a18

while before someone else came in and took over from him.19

Q.   [15:55:40]  Very well.  And this other fellow, who was he?20

A.   [15:55:48]  Colonel Ouassenan Jean Hubert.21

Q.   [15:55:54]  Very well.  And he was the son of whom?22

A.   [15:55:57]  The son of General Ouassenan.23

Q.   [15:56:03]  Very well.  Who is the second in command of the 1st BCP at that24

time?25
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A.   [15:56:21]  Honestly, during that period when Commander Brice was the head1

of the unit, it was Tindé Gabin.2

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:56:34]  Overlapping speakers.3

THE WITNESS:  [15:56:37](Interpretation) When Colonel Jean Hubert was appointed4

his deputy, it was Diarassouba.  And then he was promoted to become commanding5

officer of -- I might be getting two people mixed up, in any event.6

Now, after him, I, at that time, I -- by then I was assigned in 2013 to the BCS, Galliéni,7

and that's where I am now.8

Q.   [15:57:10]  But before that, if I were to say to you Gahoussou Koné, alias Jah9

Gao, does that ring a bell?10

A.   [15:57:21]  Yes, yes.  Oh, yes.  Well, at that time I was already, already at the11

PCS.  Yes, Jah Gao, he was based in Abobo, but he was second --12

Q.   [15:57:39]  Who was this person?  What was he doing before that time?13

A.   [15:57:45]  What do you mean what time?  Be specific.14

Q.   [15:57:50]  Before Ouattara's victory what was this man doing?15

A.   [15:57:56]  He was one of those from the FRCI.  He was -- he was a FRCI16

member.17

Q.   [15:58:03]  Very well.18

A.   [15:58:05]  The New Forces, le Forces Nouvelles, the armed forces, the Force19

Nouvelles.20

Q.   [15:58:12]  Very well.  Was he a comzone?21

A.   [15:58:14]  Yes, he was a comzone.  He must have been in the Touba zone or in22

another one.  I can't be more specific than that.23

Q.   [15:58:23]  Was he accused?24

A.   [15:58:26]  What?25
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Q.   [15:58:27]  Was he accused of any crimes?1

A.   [15:58:30]  I don't know.2

Q.   [15:58:31]  Did he take part in the coup d'état against Bédié?3

A.   [15:58:37]  Yes, he was a soldier, but to say that he took part, well, I couldn't4

say that, but he was a soldier at that time.5

Q.   [15:58:45]  Very well.  And who was the commander of the 1st BCP as of6

January 2017, since recently?7

A.   [15:59:01]  Colonel Shérif Ousmane.8

Q.   [15:59:04]  Is he a comzone?9

A.   [15:59:06]  Yes, he's a comzone.10

Q.   [15:59:11]  Was he charged or accused of crimes?11

A.   [15:59:13]  I don't know.12

Q.   [15:59:31]  And the CCAS, who's running that now?13

A.   [15:59:35]  Where?  Which one?  Which unit?  Because the CCAS, that's a14

company within a unit.15

Q.   [15:59:46]  The one attached to the 1st BCP.16

A.   [15:59:49]  I don't know.  I'm far from the 1st BCP now.  I don't know.17

Q.   [15:59:54]  Very well.18

MR ALTIT:  [16:00:00]  (Interpretation)  So, your Honour, I still have some19

questioning, perhaps 12 minutes worth of questioning; 15 minutes at the most.20

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [16:00:09]  I think we can continue 1521

minutes, 10, 15 minutes -- is that possible -- so that we finish with the questioning22

with the Defence of Mr Gbagbo.  So please go ahead.  If it's 12, it is better than 15, of23

course.24

MR ALTIT:  [16:00:29]  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.25
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Q.   [16:00:30]  Witness, we're going to move on to something else.  What was the1

date of your first meeting with the investigators of the OTP?2

A.   [16:00:39]  I think it was in 2013.  I believe it was 2013 because I was at the3

camp and I received a convocation, a call up from the military tribunal.  It's not that I4

stood up because I know a lot and went off to see them, no.  I was at the camp and I5

received a convocation from the tribunal.  But I think it was in 2012, 2013, around6

about then, and I received this from the military tribunal.7

When the command received this convocation, they said, "Balo Bi, you'll be the only8

one because your name is there and your brother is Bolo Bi.  And here it says Balo Bi,9

Bolo Bi Balo, so it had been switched around, the Bi, so obviously that's for you; you10

have to go."11

So I went to the military tribunal where they received me.  There was Captain Dosso,12

the magistrate, who received me there.  And I said, "No, that's not the -- how you13

write my name."  And he said, "No, no, this is you we're talking about."  And he14

came up with items, elements, that proved that it was me, and I said, "Who gave you15

my name?"  He didn't want to say.  So that's how it happened.16

Q.   [16:01:57]  Very well.  And it was shortly afterwards, I suppose, that you had17

contact with people from the OTP.18

A.   [16:02:07]  Yes, that's correct.19

Q.   [16:02:09]  How often did you see them, how many times?20

A.   [16:02:12]  I saw them quite a lot, many times.  I can't, can't tell you how many21

times exactly but quite a lot.22

Q.   [16:02:21]  Give us a rough idea.23

A.   [16:02:22]  I really can't say.  I saw them a lot, many times.24

Q.   [16:02:27]  Very well.  The last time was when?25
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A.   [16:02:37] The last time I think must have been in 2017, where they came to tell1

me that soon I would appear before the International Criminal Court.  It was this2

year, 2017, I think; that was the last time.3

Q.   [16:02:57]  Fine.  So to make sure we understand, it's the people from the4

tribunal who asked your superiors to send for you to see them and for them to tell5

you that the OTP was interested in you and for you to say that you were available?6

A.   [16:03:25]  Well, I don't really know.  I don't know about these details.  I7

didn't try to check up on them.  I arrived at the captain's office, and he said no, no,8

go to door number whatever; there are people there who are waiting for you.  They9

are expecting you.  When I arrived, I stood to attention, and they gave their names,10

as I had as well.  They said that they were from the OTP and their responsibility was11

to put questions, and I said I'm at your disposal, and that's how it went.12

Q.   [16:03:54]  Fine.  So you're saying that it was at the military base that you had13

the interview?14

A.   [16:03:59]  No, no, the first interview was at the military tribunal.15

Q.   [16:04:06]  Okay.  Were any promises made to you to encourage you to16

cooperate with the OTP?17

A.   [16:04:14]  No, absolutely.18

Q.   [16:04:18]  For instance, did you sign any agreement promising that you would19

not be prosecuted if you cooperated with the Prosecutor?20

A.   [16:04:25]  They said, yes, I would have a guarantee of safety if it -- if I were to21

risk any problems, yes.22

Q.   [16:04:34]  Okay.  Have you ever received any money from the OTP?23

A.   [16:04:46]  You're asking whether they gave me any money?  No, I didn't24

receive any money from them.25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-183-Red2-ENG CT WT 30-08-2017 97/102 GM T



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                       ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0316

30.08.2017 Page 98

MR ALTIT:  [16:04:56]  (Interpretation)  Your Honour, could we go very quickly1

into private session, please.2

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [16:05:02]  Can we go into private session.3

Thank you.4

(Private session at 4.05 p.m.)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Open session at 4.09 p.m.)21

THE COURT OFFICER:  [16:09:07]  We're back in open session, Mr President.22

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [16:09:17]  Maître Altit.23

MR ALTIT:  [16:09:18]  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.24

Q.   [16:09:22]  Sir, did you discuss your testimony with your hierarchy before you25
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came to The Hague to testify before the Court?1

A.   [16:09:34]  You know that I'm a soldier.  I can't just go off like that.2

Q.   [16:09:38]  So that means yes?3

A.   [16:09:41]  "Discuss" is perhaps going a bit too far, but those who need me in4

the Court here did everything to make sure that I could be here.5

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [16:09:52]  Excuse me.  The question is:  Did6

you discuss the merit of your testimony with your hierarchy?7

THE WITNESS:  [16:10:05](Interpretation) When I -- well, I told my superior that I8

was coming to The Hague, Colonel Dounia Daouda; I told him.9

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [16:10:15]  Okay.10

MR ALTIT:  [16:10:16]  (Interpretation)  Very well.11

Q.   [16:10:18]  Did you give the names of any potential witnesses to the OTP, any12

names of other potential witnesses to the OTP?13

A.   [16:10:30]  When I speak, I give names; I refer to names.  Now, I don't know14

whether people intend to use those names and ask them to be witnesses.  I don't15

know.  But I mention names, but I've not given any specific names saying, go and16

ask so-and-so to be here to testify.  But I do mention people's names.17

(Counsel confers)18

MR ALTIT:  [16:11:10]  (Interpretation)19

Q.   [16:11:12]  Thank you.  I have a slightly different question, sir.  We've been20

talking about different contingents in the army and the state of mind of the soldiers21

and so on.  Could you explain to us, there have been recent mutinies in the Ivorian22

armed forces, why is that; can you explain?23

A.   [16:11:32]  I can tell you.24

Q.   [16:11:33]  Quickly, please.25
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A.   [16:11:34]  Yes.  There's the money that Mr Gbagbo didn't give us and that's1

why people were clamoring for it.2

Q.   [16:11:46]  Who was?3

A.   [16:11:49]  The FAFN, the older ones.4

Q.   [16:11:53]  FAFN, is that the former rebels; is that correct?5

A.   [16:11:56]  I refuse to use that term.6

Q.   [16:12:00]  Very well.  If I say pro-Ouattara, is that better?7

A.   [16:12:06]  Why don't you want to use the correct military term?8

Q.   [16:12:10]  We're trying to work out who's who.  So the former FAFN, is that9

the former FRCI?10

A.   [16:12:18]  FRCI is a term that includes FDS and FAFN.11

Q.   [16:12:24]  Very well.  What do they want?12

A.   [16:12:29]  The money that Mr Gbagbo didn't give us, that's what they were13

asking for.  Mr Gbagbo promised to give us money and that's what they were asking14

for and they got it.15

Q.   [16:12:46]  Hang on a minute.  Let's be clear about this.  The former FAFN,16

FRCI, pro-Ouattara, whatever you want to call them, were clambering for money,17

were insisting that who give them money, the government?18

A.   [16:13:05]  I don't go into such details.19

Q.   [16:13:07]  They were asking for such money; is that correct?20

A.   [16:13:10]  Yes.21

Q.   [16:13:10]  And they got it?22

A.   [16:13:13]  Yes.23

Q.   [16:13:13]  Fine.  And you're saying that the former soldiers of the government24

army, those that were not FAFN, didn't get anything; is that right?25
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A.   [16:13:23]  Yes.1

Q.   [16:13:23]  Very well.  Thank you.2

MR ALTIT:  [16:13:26]  (Interpretation)  Your Honour, thank you for having3

granted me these extra minutes.4

And thank you, Witness, and your indulgence and having been good enough to5

answer my questions.6

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.7

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [16:13:41]  Thank you.  Now we have8

concluded the questioning by the Defence for Mr Gbagbo.  We suspend now and9

will resume tomorrow morning at 9.30 when the Defence for Mr Blé Goudé will start10

its questioning.11

So I have just to adjourn the hearing to tomorrow morning.  Have a good rest and12

see you tomorrow morning at 9.30.13

THE COURT USHER:  [16:14:08]  All rise.14

(The hearing ends in open session at 4.14 p.m.)15
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