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International Criminal Court1

Trial Chamber IX2

Situation: Republic of Uganda3

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen - ICC-02/04-01/154

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and5

Judge Raul Cano Pangalangan6

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 37

Tuesday, 20 June 20178

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.31 a.m.)9

THE COURT USHER:  [9:31:12] All rise.10

The International Criminal Court is now in session.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:36] Good morning, everyone.12

Good morning, Mr Witness.13

WITNESS: UGA-OTP-P-0252 (On former oath)14

(The witness speaks Acholi)15

THE WITNESS:  [9:31:40] (Interpretation) Good morning.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:42] Could the court officer please call the case.17

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:31:45] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.18

The situation in Uganda, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Dominic Ongwen,19

case reference ICC-02/04-01/15.20

And for the record, we are in open session.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:59] Thank you.  I ask for the appearances of22

the parties.  Mr Zeneli first.23

MR ZENELI:  [9:32:05] Good morning, your Honours.  For the Prosecution,24

Beti Hohler, Ben Gumpert, Pubudu Sachithanandan, Paul Bradfield, Hai Do Duc and25
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Ramu Bittaye, and myself, Shkelzen Zeneli.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:19] Thank you.2

And for the Legal Representatives of the Victims, Mr Cox.3

MR COX:  [9:32:22] Good morning, your Honour.  Mr James Mawira and myself,4

Francisco Cox.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:27] Thank you.  And for the Common Legal6

Representative.7

MR NARANTSETSEG:  [9:32:30] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.8

Orchlon Narantsetseg.  Thank you.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:31] Thank you.  And for the Defence finally,10

Mr Obhof.11

MR OBHOF:  [9:32:35] Good morning, your Honour.  Today we have counsel,12

Ayena Odongo; our assistant counsel, Ms Abigail Bridgman; our associate counsel,13

Chief Taku; our consultant, Ms Eniko Sandor; our client, Dominic Ongwen; and14

myself, Thomas Obhof.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:50] Thank you.16

And you can remain standing, so to speak, because you still have the floor, Mr Obhof.17

MR OBHOF:  [9:32:58] Thank you very much, your Honour.18

QUESTIONED BY MR OBHOF: (Continuing)19

Q.   [09:32:59] Good morning, Mr Witness.20

A.   [9:33:03] Good morning.21

Q.   [9:33:03] Mr Witness, yesterday we talked briefly about your birth.  Could22

the Court usher please pull up the Prosecution tab 14, which is confidential, not to be23

shown to the public, UGA-OTP-0272-1018.24

Right now I am just waiting for it to be pulled up on to the screen.25
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Now, Mr Witness, without saying any of the names on here, is this your short birth1

certificate?2

A.   [9:34:20] Yes, it's mine.3

Q.   [9:34:23] And do you see in the top right-hand corner where it says "Registration4

Number"?  Do you see that, Mr Witness?5

A.   [9:34:40] Yes, I have seen.6

Q.   [9:34:43] Do you see that space is empty?7

A.   [9:34:51] Yes.8

Q.   [9:34:56] Now, Mr Witness, in order to receive one of these short birth9

certificates, is it not true all you have to do is go to your local councillor and swear10

that is your birth-date?11

A.   [9:35:13] I am not the one who told him.  But I think earlier it's possible that my12

parents are -- went back there and they could have got some documents that would13

indicate the period I was born.14

Q.   [9:35:39] Now, Mr Witness, if your birth was actually registered with them,15

would it not have your actual birth-date and not just your estimate of (Redacted)16

A.   [9:35:59] I feel as if nothing was just guessed.17

Q.   [9:36:13] Now on to the day of the Odek attack, Mr Witness.  Do you remember18

if it rained the day before the attack?19

A.   [9:36:30] Could you please repeat your question?20

Q.   [9:36:34] Do you remember if it rained the day before the attack at Odek?21

A.   [9:36:43] It had not rained.22

Q.   [9:36:49] Do you remember if it rained during the attack, Mr Witness?23

A.   [9:36:58] Yes, it did.24

Q.   [9:37:04] And in fact you stated that there was a downpour just after the attack;25
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is that correct, Mr Witness?1

A.   [9:37:17] Correct.2

Q.   [9:37:20] Now, Mr Witness, starting from around the time when the attack starts,3

in which you says it rained during the attack, how long did it rain afterwards?4

A.   [9:37:40] It rained for a while, because before the onset of the fighting, when the5

rebels were just at the edge of the camp, there was no rain yet.  But when they6

attacked the barracks and -- that was a time when it started raining.7

Q.   [9:38:06] Do you remember if it rained the whole time whilst you were walking8

and when you arrived to Binya?9

A.   [9:38:20] We started walking from the camp and we went up to Lakim while it10

was still raining.  It rained for about two hours.11

Q.   [9:38:34] Thank you, Mr Witness.12

Now, you also stated that you were attending Odek Primary School, and in your13

statement to the Prosecution you said that there were some children younger than14

you and some children that were older than you in your grade; is that correct,15

Mr Witness?16

A.   [9:38:57] That's correct.17

Q.   [9:39:01] So from your experience being in school, it is correct to say that the18

grade in school of a person does not necessarily refer to their age but a range of19

maybe four to six years?20

A.   [9:39:21] I have not understood the question.  Please repeat it.21

Q.   [9:39:30] I will give an example.  Say, Mr Witness, if you were in grade 4,22

would it not normal for there to be students between the ages of maybe 9 or 10 years23

old, all the way up into 14- or 15-year-olds inside of primary 4?24

A.   [9:39:57] Correct.25
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Q.   [9:40:00] Could the Court usher please pull up tab 2 in the Defence tab.1

The Prosecution has provided a copy which may be made to the public.  It is2

UGA-OTP-0243-0455, the first page of page 0455.3

I am just still waiting for the image to --4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:20] No problem.  Mr Witness, we are just5

waiting that it appears on the screen.  And when it appears, it should be a drawing,6

to put it in more general terms.7

Now I think it should be on the screen.  So you can continue, Mr Obhof.8

MR OBHOF:  [9:41:41]9

Q.   [9:41:43] Now, Mr Witness, do you see the map in front of you which is labelled10

"Odek Annex 1"?11

A.   [9:41:54] Yes, I have seen.12

Q.   [9:41:59] Now, on the very top of the map you have a river drawn there.13

Which river is that, Mr Witness?14

A.   [9:42:12] That is a river in Odek.15

Q.   [9:42:18] Now, which is the Odek river, correct?16

A.   [9:42:23] Correct.17

Q.   [9:42:28] Now, just for orientation, that river there you see is to the east of the18

trading centre; is that correct?19

A.   [9:42:41] Correct.20

Q.   [9:42:49] Now, this river ranges from anywhere from about 10 to 25 metres wide,21

is that correct, around the area of the trading centre and the former camp?22

A.   [9:43:11] Well, the river is wide, because there is a wide bridge that is23

constructed across it.24

Q.   [9:43:21] So does the bridge make the river wide or does the natural erosion25
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make the river wide, Mr Witness?1

A.   [9:43:36] Could you please repeat that question?2

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:39] A little bit unclear, natural erosion and --3

MR OBHOF:  [9:43:44] Well, the question is whether or not a bridge makes the river4

wide, your Honour.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:47] I don't think that the witness meant that6

when he answered that, frankly.  I think he simply doesn't know exactly how wide it7

is but he thinks, it is in general terms, a wide river because there is a necessity to have8

a bridge.  I understood it this way.  Perhaps we take it simply --9

MR OBHOF:  [09:44:01] Well, I'll help him out too because I (Overlapping speakers)10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [09:44:03] Yes, yes, you can do, but this, I think, was11

the understanding that at least reached me.12

MR OBHOF:  [9:44:10]13

Q.   [9:44:10] Mr Witness, if I told you the bridge right there at the Odek river is 1114

metres wide, does that help you further understand how wide the river is?15

A.   [9:44:29] Eleven metres is really wide.16

Q.   [9:44:35] Mr Witness, during the rainy season this river can reach to be about17

2 metres to 2 and a half metres deep; is that correct?18

A.   [9:44:49] When it is during wet season, yes, that river is a bit deep, actually19

deeper than two metres.  Sometimes it even overflows the bridge and -- to crosses to20

the road.21

Q.   [9:45:07] And, Mr Witness, is Odek school on the opposite side of the river in22

relationship to the Odek trading centre?23

A.   [9:45:28] Odek school is on the other side of the river.  The centre is on the24

western side, the school is on the eastern side, on the other side of the road.25
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Q.   [9:45:46] So it would be correct to say that Odek school is approximately1

2 kilometres northeast of the trading centre, Mr Witness?2

A.   [9:46:07] If, if you say in the direction of Sudan, I do not understand, but if you3

say from the centre going to the school -- well, maybe you rephrase the question so4

that I can comprehend it.5

Q.   [9:46:28] Sorry about that, Mr Witness.  There might have been a problem in6

interpretation.  I didn't mention Sudan.  Would the school be northeast of the7

trading centre then, Mr Witness?8

A.   [9:46:54] It's on the eastern side.9

Q.   [9:47:01] Mr Witness, Lakim is northwest of Odek trading centre; is that correct?10

A.   [9:47:14] Correct.11

Q.   [9:47:21] And the first shots that you heard that day when Odek was attacked12

were in the direction of Lakim and Odek Primary School; is that correct?13

A.   [9:47:39] Correct.14

Q. [9:47:43] Now, Mr Witness, on that day did you attend school?15

A.   [9:47:54] Yes, I went to school on that day.  I mentioned that very clearly, that16

at the time of the attack I had just come back from school.17

Q.   [9:48:10] There was no spring recess or holidays at that time, were there,18

Mr Witness?19

A.   [9:48:19] People were not for holidays.20

Q.   [9:48:27] Mr Witness, when you heard several gunshots from the direction of the21

barracks -- or, sorry, when you heard the gunshots from the direction of the barracks,22

the group of people you were with split up and you ran towards the direction of the23

barracks; is that correct, Mr Witness?24

A.   [9:48:54] Well, what I can say about that is that that is not the case, because25
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when they started firing from the barracks, each and everyone ran in the direction1

they thought they could.  I did not run towards the barracks.  Only that our home2

was near the barracks, where we lived was near the barracks, but I did not say that I3

ran towards the barracks.4

Q.   [9:49:28] But you did run from place one to place two, which is on this map; is5

that correct, Mr Witness?6

A.   [9:49:39] Correct.7

Q.   [9:49:51] And without saying any names, you hid in a place, a different place8

from your home, until somebody told you it was okay to come out; is that correct?9

A.   [9:50:08] We had taken refuge in a home.  But the owner of the home had fled,10

though for us we had already entered that house.11

Q.   [9:50:28] But while you were hiding during that hour, didn't eventually12

somebody at the very end ask you to come out and that the soldiers have run away13

from the barracks, Mr Witness?14

A.   [9:50:47] Well, when the fighting had intensified and the rebels had overrun the15

barracks, the person whose name I will not mention, a lady, was running about the16

camp and was calling out her husband to come out because the rebels had overrun17

the barracks and people were fleeing.  So when we heard that, we also took off.18

Q.   [9:51:19] Now, Mr Witness, when you came out you were quickly spotted by19

a person and chased, by the name of Onen Kamdulu; is that correct?20

A.   [9:51:33] Correct.21

Q.   [9:51:35] And at that time you were physically within the IDP camp, Mr Witness;22

is that correct?23

A.   [9:51:44] Correct.24

Q.   [9:51:48] Besides shooting at you, did Mr Onen Kamdulu shoot at anybody else25
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in the IDP camp?1

A.   [9:52:02] There were gunshots everywhere.  At the time when he was trying to2

apprehend me, he was also firing.3

Q.   [9:52:14] Did you witness Onen Kamdulu abduct anyone else besides you?4

A. [9:52:24] Yes, he did abduct.5

Q.   [9:52:29] Did you witness him taking and looting any foodstuff from the stores?6

A.   [9:52:41] At the time he abducted the mothers I mentioned earlier of, yes, they7

were looting food items.8

Q.   [9:52:55] Now, Mr Witness, the homes in the IDP camps were grass thatched9

huts and bricks, brick huts; is that correct?10

A.   [9:53:08] Correct.11

Q.   [9:53:14] And the homes were separated by approximately 1 metre; is that12

correct?13

A.   [9:53:25] One metre is even wide.14

Q. [9:53:28] So the homes were even closer than 1 metre apart, Mr Witness; is that15

correct?16

A.   [9:53:42] Correct.17

Q.   [9:53:45] And your average home that they would have in the IDP camp is18

between 2 metres and 2 and a half metres in diameter; is that correct, Mr Witness?19

A.   [9:54:07] Not necessarily that.20

Q.   [9:54:15] Well, could you please tell Court how -- what the diameter is of the21

average home in the IDP camp?22

A.   [9:54:33] The diameter of the huts in the camp, well, you'd construct your house23

basing on your capacity to get the grasses to thatch.  You -- they would range from24

about 6 to 7.5 feet.  The biggest would be about 8 feet.  That would be the biggest in25
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the camp.1

MR OBHOF:  [9:55:04] If it helps the Court out, I am 5 foot 9.2

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:55:07] In the course of these proceedings, I think3

even those who are more familiar with metres and centimetres have learned a little bit.4

I was advised last time by Mr Gumpert, I think.5

MR OBHOF:  [09:55:20]  Yes.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [09:55:21] So I think we can now put it into7

perspective, what is meant.  Thank you.8

MR OBHOF:  [9:55:26] You're welcome.9

Q.   [9:55:28] Now, Mr Witness, these homes that were inside of the IDP camp, they10

were built randomly, and by that I mean they were not built in a straight line; is that11

correct?12

A.   [9:55:42] Yes, they were arranged haphazardly.13

Q.   [9:55:53] So when you're standing in one location, it would be hard to see more14

than 4 or 5 metres in front of you without your view being obstructed by another15

home; is that correct?16

A.   [9:56:13] I want to respond to your question in this way.  I now know the17

direction you are taking.  Let me say, when the camp -- the camp that was18

established earlier for the people who came -- who were the first people to come to19

the camp, the camp was zoned into A, B and C zones.  Camp A was fairly highly20

squeezed and it's -- just a small portion of the camp was fairly highly populated.21

But on the upper side, towards the health unit and near the barracks, the buildings22

were a bit more spaced.  Each would range from about 1 to 1.5 metres from the other.23

They were not as squeezed as the buildings in camp A.24

Q.   [9:57:12] So towards the health centre, which is towards the bottom of the map25
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that's still on the screen, that's where you had more space and more room, Mr Witness;1

is that correct?2

A.   [9:57:23] Correct.3

Q.   [9:57:25] And right there where you have the word -- in the very centre where it4

shows the shop and then where you see the two large trees, that would be more5

densely -- the houses would be more densely made; is that correct?6

A.   [9:57:41] Correct.7

Q.   [9:57:47] Now, Mr Witness, last Friday - and this is from the edited transcripts,8

page 12, starting at line 14 - you said:9

"One LRA soldier had seen me.  When he saw me he stopped, he told me to stop.10

But luckily there were many houses in the camp and I believe that also helped me.11

When the soldier told me to stop, I kept running.  I was holding a carpet in my hand.12

We had just been given that carpet.  He was shooting after me, but I was running13

between the houses, so the bullets did not catch me."14

Now, Mr Witness, when you said that, is that to mean that the bullets would hit the15

houses that were in there and not hit you because of how dense the houses were right16

there around the shop, garden, and right around your home?17

A.   [9:58:45] That statement is very correct, because you also mentioned that I was18

running about, because if I was not trying to dodge, I would have been caught by19

a bullet.  I was running the way God was guiding me, not that -- because of the20

denseness of the, the camp.  Sometimes you can become lucky and survive just like21

that.22

Q.   [9:59:21] And just to be sure on this map, your home is identified by number 1;23

is that correct?24

A.   [9:59:31] Correct.25
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Q.   [9:59:34] Now, during your adduction, Mr Witness, you discussed about seeing1

a person, a woman, allegedly being shot by LRA, from about 25 metres away at2

position 5 here on tab 2.  Now especially noting that you said this was a very dense3

area and that the houses were built less than a metre apart, how would you be able to4

see somebody at position 5 being shot from 25 metres away, Mr Witness?  And the5

reference I'm speaking to is from tab 1, UGA-OTP-0243-0428, page 0433,6

paragraph 27.7

So, Mr Witness, how could you, with the densely built area in the Odek camp, how8

could you witness somebody being shot from 25 metres away inside of the camp?9

A.   [10:00:40] I -- I can answer your question like this.  You know, there are routes10

that pass in between the houses.  It's not true that all the houses are so squeezed that11

there are no pathways in between.12

Q.   [10:00:58] I am not saying that there are no pathways in between, but you are13

telling this Court that you had an unobstructed view with -- inside of the IDP camp at14

25 metres away, Mr Witness?15

A.   [10:01:19] Correct.16

Q.   [10:01:24] Now, Mr Witness, according to your best estimate, how many LRA17

fighters were at Odek?18

A.   [10:01:37] The LRA soldiers were quite many.  And even the movement,19

we -- the group was moving in three lanes, this in addition to the civilians who were20

abducted.  So if you look at three lanes, then you can estimate the number of soldiers21

that came to the camp.  It was actually a big number. I cannot estimate.  But it was22

quite a large number.23

Q.   [10:02:12] And you also talked on Friday about a man named Opio that grew24

sugarcane; is that correct?25
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A.   [10:02:23] Correct.1

Q.   [10:02:25] Now, in your statement to the Prosecution, that's at tab 1,2

UGA-OTP-0243-0428, at page 0434, paragraph 32, you stated:3

"Opio looked like he was dead but I did not see any wounds.  Opio was lying on his4

side and partially on his back at that time.  I say he was dead because people were5

running and bullets were still being fired at this time and I later heard he died on this6

day."7

Now, last Friday you added two more ostentatious facts, that you saw him from8

a distance and that blood was flowing from underneath him.  Now, Mr Witness,9

why this drastic change from assuming that he was dead until you heard later on that10

night to now see that blood was flowing from underneath him?11

A.   [10:03:35] I did not change my statement.  I made it very clear that Opio, who12

was having his sugarcane, I saw him lying down and blood was flowing from13

beneath him.  But I did not see the wound that he sustained, but I could see that that14

was Opio lying down.15

Q.   [10:04:13] Now, Mr Witness, in the same tab, tab 2 in the map, how far away is16

position 11 from the Odek trading centre?17

A.   [10:04:43] The distance is about 2 metres.18

Q.   [10:04:53] So position 11 is 2 metres --19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:54] I think there must be --20

MR OBHOF:  [10:04:56] -- or kilometres?21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:57] -- there must be a misunderstanding,22

I think.23

MR OBHOF:  [10:05:00] Yes.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:05:01] Mr Witness -- first of all, I think we have25
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to be sure that he really understands what -- where 11 is.1

Perhaps, Mr Witness, the position 11 is at the extreme left side, where there is2

underneath written "Road to Lakim", and this is where is marked 11, and this is what3

Defence counsel is referring to.  And the question was how far away this position on4

the far left of your drawing is from the trading centre, I think you asked.  Yes.5

MR OBHOF:  [10:05:35] That's correct, your Honour.  Thank you.6

THE WITNESS:  [10:05:44] (Interpretation) Could you say the question again?  Are7

you referring to the distance from the centre towards Lakim or from the camp to go to8

which direction?  I am not clear on that.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:06:02] I think it is meant from the trading centre,10

from the centre to this position which is marked 11.  That is at -- also at the far end of11

this red arrow on the left side.12

THE WITNESS:  [10:06:28] (Interpretation) From the centre to the road going to13

Lakim is quite a distance.  The centre is on the lower side, but Lakim is up towards14

the -- on the upper part.  There is some -- quite a distance between the two points.15

MR OBHOF:  [10:06:48]16

Q.   [10:06:48] Now, does number 11 represent Lakim, Mr Witness?17

A.   [10:06:59] Yes, that's the direction to Lakim.18

Q.   [10:07:04] But it's not actually the town Lakim or the village Lakim.  It's just the19

direction towards Lakim, correct, Mr Witness?20

A.   [10:07:18] That is the road to Lakim.21

Q.   [10:07:29] Now, Mr Witness, a quick question from earlier.  Now, if you see22

where the shop is at on the map, where it's labelled number 8, was it raining by the23

time that you reached spot 8, Mr Witness, by the time you reached the shop before24

leaving Odek?25
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A.   [10:08:01] I said that when the fighting began, it was already raining.  All1

through the time that these people were within the camp, the group was within the2

camp, it was already raining.  Even when we were leaving the camp, it was still3

raining.4

Q.   [10:08:23] Mr Witness, how far is Lakim from the Odek trading centre?5

A.   [10:08:35] It's about 4 miles.6

Q.   [10:08:47] And when you were brought to the area around Lakim, did you7

actually go to the village, Mr Witness?8

A.   [10:09:01] There was no village.  People had already fled Lakim areas and they9

had all come to Odek.  So that area was all bushy.10

Q.   [10:09:14] Do you know how long you stayed in the area of Lakim that day?11

A.   [10:09:30] The day we were at Lakim, when we were abducted, it was the same12

day.  We reached at night and we spent a night.  Then the following day we started13

our movement and we went past that rocky area.  There's a kind of a forest around14

that area, so that's where we went to.15

Q.   [10:10:05] Now, just to be clear, Mr Witness, did you spend the night around16

Lakim or did you spend the night in Binya?17

A.   [10:10:18] We spent the night at Binya.  It was in the morning, that's when18

we -- the -- the women were selected to return.19

Q.   [10:10:56] Now, Mr Witness, do you know how far Binya is from Odek?20

A.   [10:11:13] The distance between Odek and Binya is quite a distance.  I'm not21

sure how many miles it is.22

Q.   [10:11:26] If I said it was around 6 miles or 10 kilometres northwest of Odek,23

would that sound correct, Mr Witness?24

A.   [10:11:45] I cannot estimate.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:51] And as I always say when it comes to1

distances, there might be sources where we can verify it exactly.2

MR OBHOF:  [10:12:00] I just always like to hear or see if the witness knows himself3

first.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:12:05] I know, of course.  It was just a remark.5

I know the purpose of this exercise.6

MR OBHOF:  [10:12:10] Yes, it's a judicial, but ...7

Q.   [10:12:15] Now, Mr Witness, during this time when you were walking, going8

from Odek through the Lakim area into Binya, did the abductees carry flour and salt,9

Mr Witness?10

A.   [10:12:30] Yes, they carried.11

Q.   [10:12:34] And how were these soluble items protected from the rain,12

Mr Witness?13

A.   [10:12:49] I find that the salts are packed in a polythene which is protected, and14

also the flour has a thin covering which prevents it from -- the inner circle of the flour15

prevents it from being soaked with -- by rain.16

Q.   [10:13:17] Now, you just told us, Mr Witness, that you arrived in Binya at night.17

Do you know how long it took you to walk from Odek through the Lakim area and18

all the way to Binya?19

A.   [10:13:40] We moved from Odek to Binya.  It took us about two to three days20

because of the distance.21

Q.   [10:13:57] You mean from Odek to Binya, Mr Witness?  It took you two to three22

days to travel to Binya; is that correct?23

A.   [10:14:08] Correct.24

Q.   [10:14:13] Between that distance between Odek and Binya, where else did you25
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sleep during the other nights?1

A.   [10:14:30] We slept at a certain forest which is in the areas of Binya.2

Q.   [10:14:42] And it was on the first morning when you slept in the area, in the3

forest in Binya, in which the women and children were released to go back to Odek; is4

that correct?5

A.   [10:15:02] This is what I said.  The women were released from Lakim area, from6

the forest, after we had passed the forest where the women were selected from.  So7

when we started our journey to Binya, the women did not follow us, they did not8

reach Binya.9

Q.   [10:15:30] Now, Mr Witness, was it around the Lakim area where the women10

were let go or was it at Binya when you first saw the person you later came to know11

as Odomi?12

A.   [10:16:00] I started knowing this army commander from Lakim, at the time13

when we were all lined up in a -- in the line.  That's when I started knowing him.14

Q.   [10:16:26] Now, Mr Witness, when you were being led away from the Odek15

trading centre all the way to Binya - this is at paragraph 42 of tab 1 - you told16

the Prosecution investigators that, and I quote:17

"The LRA led us along the stream called Agweno towards Agweno area and crossed18

the Agweno stream."19

Now, Mr Witness, I'm having trouble finding a stream called Agweno in and around20

the Agweno area that comes -- any stream other than the Odek stream that comes21

near the IDP camp.  Could you please explain to this Court where this stream is at?22

A.   [10:17:21] The Agweno stream, when I say a stream, it is not a very big stream.23

It is not a very large or wide stream.  It's just a small and narrow stream, and that24

area is called the Agweno stream or kulo Agweno.  That's the area.25
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Q.   [10:17:48] And on your way up to Lakim and then through to Binya, which is1

always heading in the direction of northwest, where did you meet up with this2

Agweno stream, especially considering Agweno is about 1 to 2 kilometres east of3

Lakim?4

A.   [10:18:20] The Agweno stream is not far away.5

Q.   [10:18:27] Thank you, Mr Witness.6

Now, during this time between Odek and the first night you slept, were you paraded7

at all while in the rain?8

A.   [10:18:49] No, we were not paraded.9

Q.   [10:18:54] Were you lined up at all during this time?10

A.   [10:19:07] Could you say the question again?11

Q.   [10:19:09] Were you ordered to stand in a line while it was raining during that12

first evening or night after being abducted?13

A.   [10:19:24] I said that it rained for close to two hours by the time we reached.14

Q.   [10:19:38] But were you forced to stand in a line at all while it was raining on15

that first, first afternoon, evening, night, however you'd like to call it?  Were you16

forced to stand inside of a line?17

A.   [10:19:58] Yes, we were told to line up and we did line up.18

Q.   [10:20:04] Was it raining at the time, Mr Witness?19

A.   [10:20:12] No, it wasn't raining.  I said we were lined up very early in the20

morning, at dawn.  So when first -- when we reached Agweno forest, we just passed21

over the rocky areas, we sat down, we -- our shirts were removed and we were lined22

up.  Even the girls had their blouses removed and the adults also had their shirts23

removed.24

Q.   [10:21:01] Now, Mr Witness, during the following few days after your abduction,25
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did you ever go to a place called Loyo-Ajonga?1

A. [10:21:16] Yes, we went.2

Q.   [10:21:23] And in relationship to Odek, do you know where Loyo-Ajonga is?3

A.   [10:21:37] I know Loyo-Ajonga but I do not know the distance in terms of miles.4

Q.   [10:21:45] If I stated it was approximately 22 kilometres northwest of Odek, does5

that sound about reasonable, Mr Witness?6

A.   [10:22:01] I am not able to know.7

Q.   [10:22:08] How long after you were abducted did you arrive in Loyo-Ajonga,8

Mr Witness?9

A.   [10:22:26] It did not take a long time before we reached there.10

Q.   [10:22:41] Two days, three days, four days, Mr Witness?  I mean, you have11

already said that you spent two to three days in and around the area of Binya.  So12

would you say it was on day three when you arrived in Loyo-Ajonga?13

A.   [10:23:06] This is what I want to say.  I find I am being confused, but I want to14

clarify to the Court that when we reached Binya, the elders who were abducted, we15

were all led towards the foot of Atoo Hills.  As we were going towards the foothills,16

those elders were already -- not with us, they had already been killed.  So we were17

just moving -- we were not moving in a straight line; we were just moving around18

and about.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:23:43] Just a second, Mr Obhof.20

These questions are not, I would assume, there to confuse you.  It is just that we can21

try at least to picture for ourselves the movements in the bush, and of course it might22

be difficult for you to, to remember everything and to remember distances.  And like23

you did during your testimony, if you, if you don't recall it exactly, just say it.  So24

there is nothing here that -- nobody here who wants to confuse you.  It is just that we25
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have the information that we can follow or at least try to follow what has happened at1

the time.2

Please continue, Mr Obhof.3

MR OBHOF:  [10:24:26]4

Q.   [10:24:26] Mr Witness, on your trip through -- from Odek to the foothills of the5

Atoo Hills, did you go through the area or the town called Minja?6

A.   [10:24:46] No, I did not hear about that.7

Q.   [10:24:51] Did you go through Lalogi during those first few days, through the8

town of Lalogi, Mr Witness?9

A.   [10:25:00] We, we, we shall have left Lalogi down to the south because we went10

northwards.11

Q.   [10:25:09] Thank you, Mr Witness.12

Now, during this time with your trip from Odek to the foothills of the Atoo Hills, did13

you meet up with any senior commanders from any other groups?14

A.   [10:25:33] No.15

Q.   [10:25:37] Did the entire group that -- which left Odek leave and meet up with16

Odomi's group?17

A.   [10:25:54] Apart from Odomi's group, there was not any other group that came18

from Odek.  It was that same group that we went with.19

Q.   [10:26:15] Now, Mr Witness, how long did it take you to travel from Odek to20

Atoo Hills?21

A.   [10:26:29] I can say that it took us close to four to five days to reach the foothills22

of Atoo.23

Q.   [10:26:41] Thank you, Mr Witness.24

Mr Witness, in your statement to the Prosecution you also very briefly discussed the25
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attack on Lukodi.  Mr Witness, do you remember when you first heard about this1

attack?2

A.   [10:27:04] About Lukodi, I heard when I was still in the bush, but I do not recall3

the exact date.4

Q.   [10:27:18] Do you remember who was talking about the attack, Mr Witness?5

A.   [10:27:25] Yes, I heard.6

Q.   [10:27:30] Could you please tell this Court who you heard it from?7

A.   [10:27:41] Yes, I can mention.8

MR OBHOF:  [10:27:46] Your Honour, maybe it might lead to his identification, so9

maybe going into private session for this one answer.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:27:51] Then to answer this question, we go into11

private session.12

MR OBHOF:  [10:27:53] Yes.13

(Private session at 10.27 a.m.) *Reclassified entirely in public14

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:28:00] We are in private session, Mr President.15

MR OBHOF:  [10:28:07] Thank you, Mr President.16

Q.   [10:28:08] Mr Witness, we're now in private session so nobody outside can hear17

you.18

Who was it that told you about the attack on Lukodi?19

A.   [10:28:23] When I was still in the bush with Odomi, with his soldiers, sometimes20

from that group, the soldiers in that group would actually talk about what they21

would do when they go to attack a camp.  Some would say, "I abducted people".22

Some would say, "I killed".  Some, some would say, you know, they would mention23

whatever kind of thing they did which would enable them to get kind of a leadership24

role in the group.  So I heard when they were saying that the kind of operation they25
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did in Lukodi was very similar to the one of Odek.1

Q.   [10:29:16] Thank you, Mr Witness.2

Who was the person who told you this?3

A.   [10:29:25] It was Onen Kamdulu and Peleng.  Because those were the people4

that I would find that they were more senior within the group where I was.  They5

were actually -- they were higher in rank and I think they were more seasoned than6

me.  So sometimes they would be exchanging or discussing some things between7

themselves.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:55] Can we go back to open session?9

MR OBHOF:  [10:29:59] Yes, we can, Mr President.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:01] And of course with respect to the answer,11

it would not have been absolutely necessary to go to private session for that but that's12

not --13

MR OBHOF:  [10:30:11] We can always reclassify.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:13] Indeed.  There is no problem with that.15

So we go back to open session.16

(Open session at 10.30 a.m.)17

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:30:20] We are back in open session, Mr President.18

MR OBHOF:  [10:30:35]19

Q.   [10:30:36] Now, Mr Witness, by the description you just gave us, is it correct to20

say that you did not hear Odomi give the orders to attack Lukodi?21

A.   [10:30:53] I didn't say he did not give the order, but at the time when that area22

was attacked, I was not yet in the bush.  But his foot soldiers were the ones narrating23

their stories.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:13] I think you can move to another point,25
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Mr Obhof, because we have already talked about shortly that he has no own1

knowledge of what has happened at Lukodi, and he just again confirmed that he was2

not yet in the bush at the time.3

MR OBHOF:  [10:31:35]4

Q.   [10:31:35] Mr Witness, during your discussion with the Prosecution and in your5

statement at paragraph 84, you discuss a bull and that some soldiers, while you were6

at Atoo Hill, went to collect food from Lango; is that correct?7

A.   [10:32:04] Correct.8

Q.   [10:32:07] And, Mr Witness, from your perspective, is it the best idea to collect9

food in an area which is between 20 and 25 kilometres north -- or, sorry, 20 to10

25 kilometres south of where you are at?  Meaning Lango was about 25 kilometres11

south of the Atoo Hill region?12

A.   [10:32:42] If you, if you are to look at Lango from the foothills of Atoo, it's not13

far, because it's actually in the same line.14

Q.   [10:33:03] But considering that places like Unyama and Paicho are all within15

10 kilometres away, from your thoughts, from your own understanding, wouldn't it16

be easier to get food from closer away than some place which is a day-and-a-half to a17

two-day walk one way?18

A.   [10:33:33] I did not say we left the foothills and moved for two days to go to19

attack Abok.  That's not what I said.20

Q.   [10:33:50] Let me read to you what was stated in your statement in21

paragraph 84:22

"I recall when we were in the area of possibly Atoo Hills we were moving and it was23

coming towards evening.  Some soldiers were sent to collect food from Lango.  I24

then saw the soldiers return with a man who had his shirt remove and his bull."25
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Now, Mr Witness, even possibly in the area of Atoo Hills is still quite a distance away1

for somebody to leave in the -- to go to Lango to get food.  You would be walking all2

night.  Is it possible that you are mistaken about this area, Mr Witness?3

A.   [10:34:52] I mentioned that in Lango, we went to Abok in Lango, we left during4

day.  I did not mention that later I saw people come back with a man who5

was -- whose shirt was removed and he was coming from Lango.  That man was6

abducted from Opit area.  He had a cattle.7

Q.   [10:35:19] Still, Mr Witness, Opit is about 20, 20 kilometres also from the area8

around Atoo Hill.  Opit is right next to the border of Lango.  It is stated that you9

were possibly around the area of Atoo Hill, Mr Witness.  But I will move on.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:42] I think so too.  We just have to take it as11

it is and try to picture it for ourselves at one point in time.12

THE WITNESS:  [10:35:52] (Interpretation) I want to admit to that answer, because13

when you say "the foothills", I want people to understand what that means.  You14

cannot go and live right at the foothills. For instance, if I say I am in Omoro, you15

should be aware of which area exactly.  You will not be at the very base; you could16

be somewhere around the centre.17

MR OBHOF:  [10:36:23] Thank you, Mr Witness.18

Q.   [10:36:27] Mr Witness, you told this Court that you were abducted by a person19

named Onen Kamdulu and that because he was the one who abducted you, you20

worked under him; is that correct?21

A.   [10:36:42] I was not working under him, but I, I could be hearing whatever he22

was talking about.23

Q.   [10:36:55] So you worked around him but not under him, Mr Witness; is that24

correct?25
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A.   [10:37:03] Well, I cannot respond to that.1

Q.   [10:37:14] Did you work with Onen Kamdulu the entire time you were in the2

bush?3

A.   [10:37:28] I worked with him.4

Q.   [10:37:32] And was he the one who would issue orders to you, Mr Witness?5

A.   [10:37:42] Yes, he would.  But it's not that because I was with him, I would6

always get orders only from him.  I would also receive orders from other people as7

well.8

Q.   [10:37:56] But sometimes you receive orders from persons like Opio Korea,9

correct?10

A.   [10:38:07] It is not Opio Korea.  He was being referred to as Korea, and11

sometimes, yes, I would receive orders from him.12

Q.   [10:38:21] And you worked with Korea and Onen Kamdulu the entire time you13

were in the bush until you escaped near Loyo-Ajonga; is that correct?14

A.   [10:38:36] I worked with all these soldiers until the time I left.  I left them in the15

bush.16

Q.   [10:38:50] Was Kamdulu still an escort to Odomi when you left or had he been17

promoted?18

A.   [10:39:00] He had not yet been promoted.19

Q.   [10:39:10] Now, this is again at tab 1, pages 0441 to 0442, paragraph 78.20

Mr Witness, you told the Prosecution:21

"I recall we moved to the following areas during my abduction in the LRA, namely22

Odek, to the areas around Atoo Hills, Wii-Aceng, Opit, back to Atoo Hills, Binya,23

back to Opit, Lalogi, back to Opit, Abok in Lango, Acet, Binya, Koch, Wii-Aceng,24

Layoko to Lalogi.  During this time we also passed through the areas of Paicho,25
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Orapwoyo, Loyajonga, Idure, Atede, Ogul and Laminadera."1

So during your time in the bush, Mr Witness, you never made it to Sudan; is that2

correct?3

A.   [10:40:36] I did not reach there.4

Q.   [10:40:46] Now, Mr Witness, would it surprise you if I stated that Mr Ongwen5

was in Sudan from the end of 2004 through most of 2005?6

A.   [10:41:10] I would be very surprised.7

Q.   [10:41:13] Actually, I'm sorry, I will correct it:  Back and forth, not within the8

whole time, but back and forth.  I'll let you re-answer.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:41:20] He said he would be very surprised.  So10

we have the answer.11

MR OBHOF:  [10:41:28]12

Q.   [10:41:28] Mr Witness, about all these locations I have -- been listed here, and I13

want to speak very briefly on each one.14

Now, Mr Witness, one of the places you talked about going was Atoo Hills, and that15

is in Paicho sub-county; is that correct?16

A.   [10:42:00] Correct.17

Q.   [10:42:04] And within Paicho sub-county you have places like Paicho, of course,18

and areas like Ogul, which is around 7 kilometres from the Atoo Hill; Atede, which is19

between 9 and 10 kilometres southwest of Atoo Hill; Laminadera, which is around 720

to 8 kilometres south of Atoo Hill; and Idure, which is around 8 to 9 kilometres south21

of Atoo Hill.22

Now, Mr Witness, these are all in close proximity to Atoo Hill, as I have just laid out,23

and these are all areas in which you said you have gone to; is that correct?24

A.   [10:42:54] Correct.25
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Q.   [10:43:03] Now also, Mr Witness, we have the locations of Loyo-Ajonga,1

Orapwoyo, Binya and Layoko.  These four locations are all within a few kilometres2

of a direct line from Odek to Atoo Hill; is that correct, Mr Witness?3

A.   [10:43:37] Correct.4

Q.   [10:43:46] And we also have places such as Opit, Lalogi and Acet, which are all5

along the way from Odek to Abok; is that correct, Mr Witness?6

A.   [10:44:06] Correct.7

Q.   [10:44:14] Agweno, as I recently discussed, is right there near Lakim; is that8

correct, Mr Witness?9

A.   [10:44:27] Agweno is near Lakim.10

Q. [10:44:29] And Wii-Aceng, that is also in the area of Odek in Omoro; is that11

correct, Mr Witness?12

A.   [10:44:36] Wii-Aceng is further down.  It's far.13

Q.   [10:44:41] So it would be on your way to Abok?14

A.   [10:44:49] Yes.15

Q.   [10:44:56] Now, of all these places, Mr Witness, you can go from Abok to Odek16

and then up to Atoo Hill, and you didn't travel much further than those straight lines.17

Now, how is it that you say that you went to Koch on your way -- went to Koch,18

Mr Witness?  How does that fit into every single other location that you gave us?19

A.   [10:45:34] The way we moved to Koch, I need to clarify this, that the Koch20

area -- well, I didn't know that was Koch.  But, well, I had heard about a place called21

Koch some time back, and where we, we were, they said there -- Koch had -- there22

were a lot of yams in Koch.  But how we walked to go to Koch, well, I cannot explain23

here.24

Q.   [10:46:16] It's okay, Mr Witness.  Maybe people just told you and you weren't25
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actually there.  So I'm going to walk you through a little bit so we can help the Court1

understand.2

And, Mr Witness, does it help you to understand if you were in Koch or not if I say3

that Koch is about 20 to 25 kilometres southwest of Gulu town?4

A.   [10:46:49] What I know is that Koch is far.5

Q.   [10:46:55] And that it's also very far from Atoo Hill and from Odek, Mr Witness,6

correct?7

A.   [10:47:06] Correct.8

Q.   [10:47:09] And from Odek it's almost completely -- it's almost directly west by9

about 50 or 60 kilometres; is that right?10

A. [10:47:24] I cannot estimate that.11

Q.   [10:47:30] So would it seem logical, Mr Witness, that you would go through12

Koch in order to travel to Sudan?13

A.   [10:47:49] I don't know whether we were going to Sudan, but I know we14

reached Koch.15

Q.   [10:48:06] This is from paragraph 112, your Honour, from page 0447.  You said:16

"We were on our way to Sudan in Koch -- in Koch area but were engaged by UPDF17

infantry and then retreated back to the areas we had come from."18

So is this part of your statement incorrect, Mr Witness, that you do in fact not know if19

you were going to Sudan?20

A.   [10:48:34] Correct.21

Q.   [10:48:40] And, Mr Witness, when you were in Koch, do you remember crossing22

a large tarmacked road in order to get there?23

A.   [10:48:51] Yes, we did.24

Q.   [10:48:53] And do you know which road it was?25
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A.   [10:48:58] I don't know.1

Q.   [10:49:09] Mr Witness, do you know the road from Kampala to Gulu?2

A.   [10:49:19] Yes, I do.3

Q.   [10:49:21] So when you were told that you went to Koch, you did not cross this4

road, did you?5

A.   [10:49:31] I have not understood that.  Could you please repeat?6

Q.   [10:49:35] Well, you stated that you didn't know the road, the large tarmacked7

road, that you crossed, but yet you do know the Kampala-Gulu road.  So is it correct8

to state that you did not cross the Kampala-Gulu road when you went to the place9

that people told you was Koch?10

A.   [10:50:01] I don't know whether that was the Gulu-Kampala road.  I was still11

young and I didn't know these locations we were at.12

Q.   [10:50:15] Do you know if around that time if there were any other tarmacked13

roads in northern Uganda?14

A.   [10:50:26] No, I didn't know.15

Q.   [10:50:33] Mr Witness, we briefly discussed your first meeting with Odomi.16

Now, when you first met him, he walked with a limp; is that correct?17

A.   [10:50:47] Yes, he was walking with a limp.18

Q.   [10:50:51] And his hair was short, maybe 5 -- or 4 to 5 centimetres in length,19

correct?20

A.   [10:51:05] Correct.21

Q.   [10:51:08] So he did not have dreadlocks in his hair at that time; is that correct?22

A.   [10:51:17] If I say he had long hair or he had dreadlocks does not mean that he23

had very long dreadlocks like those of the other soldiers.24

Q.   [10:51:32] So did he have dreadlocks, Mr Witness?25

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-89-Red-ENG WT 20-06-2017 29/60 NM TICC-02/04-01/15-T-89-Red2-ENG WT 20-06-2017 29/60 NB T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber’ IX's instructions, ICC-02/04-01/15-497, dated 13 July 2016, the public reclassified and redacted version of this transcript is filed in
the case



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                       ICC-02/04-01/15
WITNESS:  UGA-OTP-P-0252

20.06.2017 Page 30

A.   [10:51:38] At the time I saw him or at the time I was with him, his hair1

sometimes would be kempt; he would brush and organise it well.2

Q.   [10:51:55] Okay.  I just want to see if what I read here, which is paragraph 513

from page 0437 of his statement:4

"I would describe Dominic as being light skinned, medium height, he walked with5

a limp and his hair was not quite as long as the investigators (about 5 centimetres) but6

he did not have dreadlocks."7

Is that still your statement today, Mr Witness?8

A.   [10:52:31] Could you please repeat that question?9

Q.   [10:52:39] No problem.  In your statement to the Prosecution when describing10

Dominic, you said:11

"I would describe Dominic as being light skinned, medium height, he walked with12

a limp and his hair was not quite as long as the investigators (about 5 centimetres) but13

he did not have dreadlocks."14

Is that still correct today, sir?15

A.   [10:53:07] Correct, because growing hair or turning it into dreadlocks would not16

take hours, I found, when he had organised his hair well.17

Q.   [10:53:25] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.18

You also mentioned a child that would follow Odomi around somewhat like19

a shadow.  Do you remember what this child's name was?20

A.   [10:53:41] That was his child.  I remember the child.21

Q.   [10:53:45] And that child's name was Back, correct?22

A.   [10:53:54] He was called Back.23

Q.   [10:53:59] Now, do you know if Back was born in the LRA or if he was abducted24

into the LRA?25
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A.   [10:54:08] He was born in the LRA.1

Q.   [10:54:16] Do you know who Back's mother was?2

A.   [10:54:21] I don't know Back's mother, but she was, was in the bush.  She was3

a part of our group.4

Q.   [10:54:34] Do you know when Back's mother left the LRA?5

A.   [10:54:41] I don't know.6

Q.   [10:54:45] Do you know when Back left the LRA?7

A.   [10:54:51] I left Back in the bush.  I don't know when he left, and I'm not even8

sure whether he left or he is still there.  But I left him in the bush.9

Q.   [10:54:59] Thank you, Mr Witness.10

MR OBHOF:  [10:55:02] Your Honour, right now would be a perfect time for a pause,11

for the break.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:55:07] Then we have the break until 11.30.13

THE COURT USHER:  [10:55:11] All rise.14

(Recess taken at 10.55 a.m.)15

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.30 a.m.)16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:30:56] Mr Obhof, you still have the floor.17

MR OBHOF:  [11:30:59] Thank you, your Honour.  And for a little housekeeping18

right now, I do not suspect that we will need a third session today, but it's close.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:08] Thank you.  We are flexible.  If we20

come near the end of this session you indicate, for example, if there would be a need21

for some minutes, probably we could extend it, but take your time and we'll see how22

it works.23

MR OBHOF:  [11:31:23] Thank you, your Honour.24

Q.   [11:31:24] Again good morning, Mr Witness, and I hope you had a restful break.25
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A.   [11:31:32] Yes, I had.1

Q.   [11:31:36] Now, Mr Witness, when you were abducted you underwent a ritual2

within the first two days, is that -- within the first few days; is that correct?3

A.   [11:31:52] Correct.4

Q.   [11:31:56] Can you explain what happened to you, Mr Witness, and to the5

people around you?6

A.   [11:32:15] The ritual that is performed or that was performed, we had left the7

area from which the group was selected, the first ritual was I was smeared with oil,8

they started with my front forehead, and, and somewhere in my stomach was9

smeared with the sign of the cross.  And my, my leg and my back was also smeared10

with the oil.11

Q.   [11:33:02] Now was this done to both males and females, Mr Witness?12

A.   [11:33:13] That ritual was not performed on women.13

Q.   [11:33:21] After undergoing the ritual, Mr Witness, how did you feel?14

A.   [11:33:31] When that oil is being smeared you feel cold, it's cold.15

Q.   [11:33:43] Did you believe that there was a true spiritual aspect that was16

bestowed upon you with this ritual?17

A.   [11:34:04] I do not know that.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:11] May I shortly, just one addition.19

Mr Witness, you said when you were asked how you felt, you said that it felt cold.20

And more from -- did it something to your mind?  At the time, try to picture yourself21

to the time when this was performed on you.  Was there something beyond the22

notion that it was cold that impressed you, so to speak?23

THE WITNESS:  [11:34:53] (Interpretation) That oil which is smeared, sometimes,24

depending on how they were completed the process, at the time when it is being25

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-89-Red-ENG WT 20-06-2017 32/60 NM TICC-02/04-01/15-T-89-Red2-ENG WT 20-06-2017 32/60 NB T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber’ IX's instructions, ICC-02/04-01/15-497, dated 13 July 2016, the public reclassified and redacted version of this transcript is filed in
the case



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                       ICC-02/04-01/15
WITNESS:  UGA-OTP-P-0252

20.06.2017 Page 33

applied I would feel it, it's cold.  Then after they have completed the smearing1

process, they told me that that oil will prevent me from thinking about home, not to2

escape, and to confuse me to completely disorient me of anything that would be3

going on.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:35] And was that true at the time?5

THE WITNESS:  [11:35:42] (Interpretation) Yes, it was happening.6

MR OBHOF:  [11:35:44] Thank you, your Honour.7

Q.   [11:35:47] Thank you, Mr Witness.8

Mr Witness, during your time in the bush did you see other sorts of rituals or prayers9

being performed?10

A.   [11:36:01] Yes, there were prayers.11

Q.   [11:36:09] How often were the prayers held, Mr Witness?12

A.   [11:36:18] When we were calm, when we are stable, there is no movement, there13

is no running up and down.  In the evening we would pray, but not always.14

Q.   [11:36:29] Who would conduct these prayers, Mr Witness?15

A.   [11:36:38] There is a leader, there is a prayer leader who most times is with16

Dominic.17

Q.   [11:36:52] Do you remember the name of the prayer leader that was with18

Odomi?19

A.   [11:37:01] I do not recall.20

Q.   [11:37:04] Now these prayers, Mr Witness, which type of prayers were they?21

Were they Catholic prayers, were they Christian prayers, were they Muslim or Jewish22

prayers?23

A.   [11:37:26] What I found there I do not know what kind of prayers they pray.24

Q.   [11:37:37] Did you see any type of prayers being related to Acholi rituals and25
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beliefs and not to the other major religions of the world?1

A.   [11:37:57] During the prayers I saw there is water which is in a cup and the2

water is sprinkled so the prayer leader moves around and sprinkled that water on the3

people, so I don't know what kind of prayer that is.4

Q.   [11:38:15] Now during these prayers, Mr Witness, did you kneel or did you bow5

your head or face a certain direction?6

A.   [11:38:33] In that prayer people would sit down, but also kneel.7

Q.   [11:38:43] During that prayer would you respond, would the people respond in8

chants?9

A.   [11:38:57] When they are praying as the way it is being said is also the way you10

respond. The one that you don't know you also keep quiet.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:39:18] Mr Witness, which religion do you have?12

THE WITNESS:  [11:39:24] (Interpretation) I am a Catholic.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:39:30] And you were educated, so to speak, and14

introduced into this religion as a child from your parents; is that correct?15

THE WITNESS:  [11:39:48] (Interpretation) To be introduced I was not, but I had16

registered to -- for the instructions.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:39:58] Now what I wanted to ask you is when18

you were in the bush and these prayers were done with a prayer leader, did you19

recognise any of the words that had been spoken from the time when you were still20

with your parents and, for example, went to church with them?21

THE WITNESS:  [11:40:21] (Interpretation) That -- the prayers there does not -- is not22

similar to the ones that is prayed from home.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:33] Thank you.24

MR OBHOF:25
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Q.   [11:40:35] Now, Mr Witness, these prayers, do you remember any of the words1

from these prayers?2

A.   [11:40:48] I remember only one word in the prayer.  The prayer is said so that3

when you go for battle you should not or you would not be shot at.  But if you get4

shot at and a bullet gets you, that would be by bad luck.5

Q. [11:41:18] So it is correct to say that the LRA soldiers would pray before every6

battle, Mr Witness, right?7

A.   [11:41:34] Could you say the question again?8

Q.   [11:41:39] So is it correct to say that the LRA fighters would pray before going9

into battle?10

A.   [11:41:51] Yes, they would pray.11

Q.   [11:41:59] Do you remember the words used at the very beginning when you12

started to pray?  Which words were in the very beginning of the prayers?13

A.   [11:42:10] I do not recall.14

Q.   [11:42:23] Now, Mr Witness, you just mentioned about how, if a bullet hits you15

after when going into battle it was just bad luck.  When you first entered in the LRA16

did they give you any set of rules of which you must live by?17

A.   [11:42:52] Could you say the question again, please?18

Q.   [11:42:58] The short version of it, were there any rules outlined or told to you19

after you were abducted about how to live in the LRA?20

A.   [11:43:17] The rules that was given to me, one, respect your superior, when he is21

passing refer to him as "lapwony".  When they call you, you should respond while22

calling the name of that person and say -- when you mention the name, make sure it23

accompanies with the word "lapwony".  When you are sent to do something, ensure24

that you do it and you do it quickly.25
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Q.   [11:43:51] Were you told that you were supposed to live by the1

10 Commandments?2

A.   [11:43:59] No, it was not mentioned.3

Q.   [11:44:05] Were you ever outlined about how you had to treat women while in4

the bush?5

A.   [11:44:21] Women, we were not given instructions on how we should respect6

them, but what was clearly mentioned was that when you abduct any girl,7

bring -- you have to bring her to the commander to see her.  So if you want a wife,8

then he will determine whether you are now ready to have a wife, and then he will9

call you and will also call the girl and then he will appoint -- will point to the girl that10

you should take.11

Q.   [11:45:16] Mr Witness, when someone was given a wife would there be any12

specific rituals that they would have to go through?13

A.   [11:45:30] If someone is given a girl, a wife, I do not know of any other ritual.14

Maybe when they are -- they have now been sent to their homes, I do not know if the15

commander goes to do something from there.  I don't know.  But what I heard is16

that if you try to have a wife in the bush when you are not given, then you will be hit17

by a bullet.18

Q.   [11:46:10] Mr Witness, to the best of your knowledge was it always someone19

requesting to have a woman or would one just be given to somebody?20

A.   [11:46:25] It's given, you are given a wife.  And the wife that you are given you21

will have spent some good number of years in the bush and you must be seasoned22

and they will have judged that you are now ready to have a wife.23

Q.   [11:46:57] Now, Mr Witness, moving on to Abok.  Now, when you were talking24

to the Prosecution in your interview with the investigators, you stated that before the25
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Abok attack the group that you were in, which included Odomi, was in Lango, even1

though you said that you left him in Opit right before the attack; is that correct?2

A.   [11:47:40] I did not say like that.3

Q.   [11:47:48] Now from paragraph 86 of your statement on page 0443, you stated4

that "Prior to the Abok attack we had moved from Lango to around Opit.  At Opit5

there was a parade during the day and soldiers were selected from the parade to6

attack Abok."7

Is that correct, Mr Witness?8

A.   [11:48:21] As I explained, I said there were two attacks on Abok camp.  The9

first attack I was not present, but the second time I was present.  But all the two10

attacks were attacked -- were conducted by Odomi's soldiers and he was the one who11

gave the orders for the attack.12

Q.   [11:48:56] So in this quote which I just read, was that referring to the first Abok13

attack or the second Abok attack?14

A.   [11:49:12] What I said the other day when I was asked, the first, as I said, were15

actually the foot soldiers, sometimes they talk and they want to show off and16

sometimes when they are talking they would say this is what we did and they would17

give examples of the attack that is similar to a similar one or is similar to an attack18

which was done in another place.  So they were actually talking about it amongst19

themselves.20

Q.   [11:49:58] I am going to read you a line from the next paragraph, paragraph 8721

on the same page of 0443, in which paragraph 86 you discuss a parade.  And in22

paragraph 87 you said:23

"I was also in this parade with young children.  I was selected during the parade to24

be a carrier but I did not know what we were supposed to do."25
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So I ask again, Mr Witness, the earlier sentence I read about you being -- moving from1

Lango to around Opit before the Abok attack, that was during for the second attack in2

Abok; is that correct, Mr Witness, or is it written incorrectly in your statement?3

A.   [11:50:45] It was incorrectly written, because I did not say that we first came4

from Lango and then we went and attacked Abok.  That's not what I said.5

Q.   [11:50:58] Do you remember where you were right before the Abok attack,6

Mr Witness?7

A.   [11:51:09] Yes, I recall.8

Q.   [11:51:14] Could you please tell the Court where you were at maybe the9

preceding week before the Abok attack?10

A.   [11:51:29] I want to tell the Court that the areas in the foothills of Atoo is very11

wide, up to the areas of Binya it is quite a wide area.  So we came from the areas of12

the foothills of Atoo, the parade was made from there and the people were selected to13

come to Abok camp because it wasn't far from Opit.14

Q.   [11:52:04] So the place that you were chosen and left from to go to Abok was in15

the area of Binya and not Opit; is that correct?16

A.   [11:52:19] We had -- we were not in Binya.  We had left Binya.17

Q.   [11:52:27] Do you remember in which area the actual parade was in which you18

were selected to be a carrier at Abok?19

A.   [11:52:45] In the foothills of Atoo.20

Q.   [11:52:52] And so you went from the foothills of Atoo to Abok with your group;21

is that correct, Mr Witness?22

A.   [11:53:03] Correct.23

Q.   [11:53:06] Now, referring back to this first Abok attack that you said you were24

not present for and that you were not in the LRA, did you ever come to learn when25
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this first attack on Abok was?1

A.   [11:53:25] The attack on Abok I do not -- I did not understand the exact period of2

the attack, but when Odek was attacked, that was after the attack on Abok.  So when3

I was in the bush, after the Odek attack, that's when I heard.  One of the senior4

commanders called Tito sent me to get the oil for cleaning the gun, and so he was5

talking about that.  So what he said, he told me that I should complete washing the6

clothes so that it is packed into the bag.  So I asked him, "You want me to dismantle7

this gun, but I do not know how to do it?"8

So he told me that first, such kind of questions -- that such kind of questions were the9

reasons that made him to work on a certain Lango person.  So he ordered me to10

dismantle the gun.  And he said, "If you want me to do what I did on this Lango11

person, if you want me to do it to you, then I will do it."  So he started showing me12

what to do, how to dismantle the gun.13

So the operation that they did in Abok, it was actually serious atrocities.  They14

committed very serious killing in Abok.15

In addition, Onen Kamdulu, together with Peleng, Kamdulu sent me to go and wash16

his gumboots, clean it and ensure it is dry.  I did that and Peleng told me that "You17

should also come and wash my shirt."  Then Onen said, "Why did you not abduct18

yours from Abok as I did mine and he is helping me, why did you not abducted19

yours?"  Then Peleng said, "If I had not helped you from Abok I think you would20

have died."  Even Onen had injuries, and -- although he got healed from the injury.21

So that is why I was able to confirm that they indeed attacked Abok.22

Q.   [11:56:25] Thank you, Mr Witness.23

Now, Mr Witness, the rest of the questions I will be asking about Abok will deal with24

the second attack on Abok, okay?25
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Mr Witness, for the second attack on Abok, did you actually enter into the IDP camp1

or into the town where the military barracks was at?2

A.   [11:57:00] When we -- there were two groups.  One was for the soldiers and3

one were the group that were to carry luggage so the soldiers from already actually4

divided up.  So as we reached it was actually getting dark and at that time the5

soldiers were already in their adaki.  So the items that were looted at that time were6

not many, actually, it was -- the situation now was messed up, because according to7

information available, those of us who came back with a few items, they said that the8

soldiers were aware that they were present and the soldiers that were in the camp, if9

you compare with the first attack, the soldiers at this time were actually quite many in10

the camp.11

Q.   [11:58:13] So you never actually entered, you yourself never actually entered12

into the camp; is that correct, Mr Witness?13

A.   [11:58:27] Only a few civilians entered the camps, but the luggage that I was14

given to carry were maize and cooking oil.  And just after a short while we retreated15

and the soldiers that went to fight in the barracks retreated, but we did not enter16

inside the camp itself.17

Q.   [11:58:59] And you stated that "and just after a short while we retreated".  How18

long did this entire engagement at Abok last, Mr Witness?19

A.   [11:59:17] The attack in Abok did not take a long time, because the soldiers20

realised our presence.21

Q.   [11:59:38] Did you see or hear about the UPDF mamba arriving at Abok?22

A.   [11:59:51] Yes, I heard about a mamba in the first instance.23

Q.   [11:59:57] In the first attack in Abok or the second attack in Abok, Mr Witness,24

just to be clear?25
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A.   [12:00:05] During the first attack.1

Q.   [12:00:12] Now, Mr Witness, during the second attack on Abok were there any2

commanders injured?3

A.   [12:00:27] There were no persons who were injured.4

Q.   [12:00:39] Was Kalalang at the second attack for Abok?5

A.   [12:00:46] He was there.6

Q.   [12:00:51] I'm sorry for repeating this question, Mr Witness, but was Kalalang7

injured during this attack?8

A.   [12:01:01] I do not recall that.  I want to say this:  You know, as a civilian, to9

come to realise or to get to know that a prominent soldier has got injured is very10

difficult, you will not easily get to know about that, you won't even know that11

somebody was killed unless you saw the body or the injured person being carried on12

a stretcher, you will not be able to know.  And they do not want the rest of the13

civilians to know that some of them were injured.14

Q.   [12:01:49] But, Mr Witness, if you were with the group that attacked Abok and15

that left and went back to meet Odomi, would you have not seen at one point16

someone being carried on a stretcher if they were injured?17

A.   [12:02:11] I did not witness that at that time.18

Q.   [12:02:17] Do you remember approximately how many weeks or months it was19

after you were abducted that the second attack on Abok happened?20

A.   [12:02:35] If I can recall it was around two months later.21

Q.   [12:02:43] Were you still a civilian at this time?22

A.   [12:02:50] I did not have anything at that time and, well, I could say they had23

already removed the civilian mentality from me.24

Q.   [12:03:06] Mr Witness, after the Abok attack, where did you meet back up with25
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the main group?1

A.   [12:03:22] We went and found the other group had moved a little far away from2

where we had divided ourselves.  They had moved a little far and we met them3

in -- right there.4

Q.   [12:03:37] Now, when I say "main group", Mr Witness, I mean the group with5

Odomi inside of it.  Do you remember the location to where the group that went to6

Abok met back up with Odomi?7

A.   [12:03:55] That was Odomi's group, but I am talking about the standby that is8

selected from the main group.  But all these were part of a big group.9

Q.   [12:04:09] Thank you, Mr Witness.  How long did it take after the Abok attack10

was finished, where did the standby group meet back up with Odomi?11

A.   [12:04:29] To go and join them?12

Q.   [12:04:35] Yes, where did you go and join them?13

A.   [12:04:44] It took about an hour or two hours, because where we left them was14

a little far or the place from where we set off to go to Abok was a little far.15

Q.   [12:05:01] I am going to read paragraph 98 from his statement at 0445, page 0445.16

You state that:17

"From the meeting place we then remained as one group and moved back to18

Atoo Hills where Dominic was located with the group from Opit."19

So after the carriers and the fighters met back up, did you head to meet with Dominic20

at Atoo Hills?21

A.   [12:05:47] I did not meet any group of soldiers in Opit other than our own group,22

we did not meet up with any other group from Opit.23

Q.   [12:05:57] But did your group that went to Abok, both the fighters and the24

carriers, did they meet up with Dominic at Atoo Hills after the second attack on Abok25
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was over?1

A.   [12:06:13] Right.  That was the place I mentioned that we were selected from.2

We went back and met there and we moved a little further away from the first3

position, we moved to a nearby position.  They moved a little forward.4

Q.   [12:06:31] Now, Mr Witness, do you remember how long it took you to walk5

from Abok to where you met Dominic and the rest of the group?6

A.   [12:06:47] Approximately two hours.7

Q.   [12:06:56] Now, Mr Witness, on Friday you mentioned that Abok, Odek and8

Lukodi were unreachable.9

And that's from T-87 edited transcripts page 81, lines 18 to 23.10

What did you mean by the word "unreachable", Mr Witness?11

A.   [12:07:22] I have not understood that well.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:07:28] Perhaps he can have a quote that is a little13

bit more extended than this one.14

MR OBHOF:  [12:07:36] I'm sorry, your Honour, give me 30 seconds to pull it up.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:08:32] Perhaps there might also be a translation16

issue in that respect.  "Unreachable" really is hard to understand what might be17

meant.  Because of that I asked you, Mr Obhof, to --18

MR OBHOF:  [12:08:45] Yeah, that's why I'm going to read the full --19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:08:50] Yes, help us a little bit with that so that20

we can put it into perspective there and into context especially.21

MR OBHOF:  [12:08:53] Which is actually why we asked that question because we22

weren't really sure.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:09:13] It is not a problem.  You can also pick it24

up perhaps a little bit later on again.  Or if you have it now, perhaps you can25
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continue; otherwise, you could simply move on with another point and then come1

back.2

MR OBHOF:  [12:09:34]3

Q.   [12:09:35] Mr Witness, last Friday you stated, starting at line 18, page 81:4

"I need to say this, when I was abducted from Odek camp I heard so many things5

which were said to me by the soldiers; that Odek was unreachable and they would6

say Odek could not be compared to other camps where we attacked.  They would7

mention places that they think were not -- you could not reach include Odek, Lukodi8

and Abok camps.  Those are the things that I used to hear from the soldiers."9

Could you please explain to the Court what you meant by that statement,10

Mr Witness?11

A.   [12:10:30] This is what I can explain to the Court:  I said that the LRA soldiers12

used to say that they could not believe that Odek camp could be attacked like any13

other camp.14

Q.   [12:10:48] So by that the LRA soldiers believed that no one was allowed to attack15

Odek camp, correct, Mr Witness?16

A.   [12:10:59] I don't know what they meant by that.17

Q.   [12:11:14] Now, Mr Witness, would -- in your opinion, would fighters or would18

soldiers be saying that about a town which had been attacked at least two times19

before you were abducted?20

A.   [12:11:34] Could you please repeat that question, I think I have not understood21

it.22

Q.   [12:11:39] It's okay, I'll ask it in a simpler way.  Do you know that Odek was23

attacked in 1996, Mr Witness?24

A.   [12:11:57] If you say in 1996, well, I just don't know that.  I don't know.25
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Q.   [12:12:06] Do you know that Odek was attacked again in late '99 or 2000,1

Mr Witness?2

A.   [12:12:21] What I know was that Odek was attacked in 2004, unless it was3

attacked during the days when I was still very young and I could not recognise.4

Q. [12:12:46] So, Mr Witness, you are only stating that other soldiers have said this5

and you have no way of knowing if what they said is true or false, or even what they6

actually truly meant; is that correct, Mr Witness?7

A.   [12:13:11] I am not just guessing which soldiers talked about that.  They were8

Odomi's soldiers and they were comparing that in the sense that Odek had invincible9

soldiers and that camp could not be attacked like they were able to attack other camps.10

They thought there were so many soldiers that Odek could not be attacked.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:13:39] I think this is an answer, I think.12

MR OBHOF:  [12:13:44]13

Q.   [12:13:44] Now on to Acet, Mr Witness.  How long after the second Abok attack14

did the attack on Acet allegedly happen?15

A.   [12:14:05] I want to begin by saying this:  It wasn't long after Odek was16

attacked that Acet was also attacked.17

Q.   [12:14:20] And during this time you and the group were around the area of18

Binya; is that correct, Mr Witness?19

A.   [12:14:34] (Overlapping speakers) there.20

Q.   [12:14:38] I don't know if I heard that all properly.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:41] I think perhaps for the interpreters could22

you just repeat the last sentence because it did not reach us properly.23

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:14:45] The witness said, the witness said: "We were there".24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:52] Thank you.25
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MR OBHOF:  [12:14:55] Thank you very much.1

Q.   [12:15:00] And, Mr Witness, that attack failed; is that correct?2

A.   [12:15:05] Yes, it failed.3

Q.   [12:15:08] And the fighters went to attack the barracks and were immediately4

repulsed by the UPDF, correct?5

A.   [12:15:24] Correct.6

Q.   [12:15:25] And neither the fighters nor the carriers came back with anything to7

the group, right?8

A. [12:15:38] They came back because they were recognised before they could9

attack.10

Q.   [12:15:44] Sorry, I might have said that wrong.  You did not come back with11

any foodstuffs or any weapons from Acet; is that correct?12

A.   [12:15:56] They came with nothing.  They came back without anything.13

Q.   [12:16:05] Now, Mr Witness, you state that after Acet the group stopped14

planning attacks and starting conducting ambushes; is that right?15

A.   [12:16:19] Correct.16

Q.   [12:16:21] And you list ambushes at Binya, Wii-Aceng, an area crossing the17

Aswa river and Layoko.  Do those all sound correct, Mr Witness.18

A.   [12:16:44] Correct, but you first clarify on the Aswa river?19

Q.   [12:17:07] I will come back to that one when we find the exact location.20

Mr Witness, this area of Binya, Layoko and Wii-Aceng, they are all within 10 or so21

kilometres, 10 to 15 kilometres of the area where you grew up at, namely Odek; is that22

right?23

A.   [12:17:35] Correct.24

Q.   [12:17:41] And all of these ambushes were LRA fighters ambushing UPDF25
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soldiers; is that right?1

A.   [12:17:59] Right.2

MR ZENELI:  [12:18:10] Your Honour, may I, only with regard to the --3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yes.4

MR ZENELI: -- last proposition put by my learned friend.  I don't think the5

reference is correct.  If he's referring to paragraph 122 of the statement, it is clear6

from the first sentence that that's not the case.  The proposition put to the witness7

was not correct.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:38] I don't see, I don't see really further9

conduct of the question, I don't see a problem.  The question was, and it was drawn10

out of a question that had opinion asked before, if these were ambushes on UPDF11

soldiers, and the witness has said it's correct.  And I think we can --12

MR OBHOF:  [12:19:00] Maybe I could reword and ask a different question, I think13

might help the Prosecution.14

Q.   [12:19:07] Were they ambushes between LRA fighters and UPDF soldiers?15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:11] Also, so to speak.  I think this is what16

you want to ...17

MR OBHOF:  [12:19:31]18

Q.   [12:19:31] Now, Mr Witness, you stated to the Prosecution in your interview that19

you were leaving Atoo hill and heading towards Loyo-Ajonga when you escaped; is20

that correct, Mr Witness?21

A.   [12:19:50] That's correct.22

Q.   [12:20:00] How far away were you from Loyo-Ajonga when you escaped?23

A.   [12:20:11] The time I escaped we had gone far, far away from Loyo-Ajonga.24

Q.   [12:20:32] So were you closer to Atoo Hills or closer to Loyo-Ajonga when you25
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escaped?1

A.   [12:20:44] When we were ambushed from Binya, the soldiers were so conversant2

with that area and we were just walking around Binya, Layoko and Wii-Aceng.  All3

these places we were moving about were places we thought would be a little more4

secure for us.  But it reached a point when we crossed the Loyo-Ajonga road and we5

were going downwards.6

Q.   [12:21:21] I am going to read from paragraph 142 and 143 of his statement found7

on page 0452:8

"Sometime in late 2005 or early 2006 we were near Atoo Hills and constantly moving9

because of the constant attacks by the government forces and the helicopters.  At this10

time I was carrying a back for Korea that contained bombs for the mortar, bullets for11

the AK, a mosquito net, clothes and a can of body oil.12

We came to a road to Loyo-Ajonga but instead crossed the road heading back to13

where we had come from."14

Now, Mr Witness, is it today that you're saying you were not coming from Atoo Hills15

but you were in fact coming from Binya going to Loyo-Ajonga when you escaped?16

A.   [12:22:28] You know, sometimes my headset is not working well, because17

sometimes I am not getting the messages clearly.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:22:40] That's no problem, Mr Witness.  It's fine19

that you are telling it to the Court and I would ask Mr Obhof to repeat it and then you20

can answer the question.21

MR OBHOF:  [12:23:01]22

Q.   [12:23:01] Again starting from paragraph 142:23

"Sometime in late 2005 or early 2006 we were near Atoo Hills and constantly moving24

because of the constant attack by the government forces and the helicopters."25
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A.   [12:23:28] I, I have understood that clearly.  And it should be noted that1

something that happened quite some time ago would be very difficult for me to recall.2

The soldiers who were attacking us are frequently around the Atoo foothills.3

Because there were a series of attacks around that time, you look at the area of Acet,4

Lalogi, Opit, there was still some foodstuff in gardens near the camp.  We would try5

with our level best to go and harvest some of those items from the gardens and we6

were going for the same, we left the foothills and we had moved for some time, for7

quite some while, some time, we did not have foodstuff, we did not have water to8

drink because we had gone so far away.9

Q.   [12:24:41] So, Mr Witness, is it your statement today that when you were10

heading towards Loyo-Ajonga you were actually coming from the area of Binya and11

not from the Atoo Hills?12

A.   [12:25:00] That is not my statement only for today.  It's -- that statement13

is -- well, I can say sometimes I can forget.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:25:14] I think we have to -- we have to take it15

now as we have it on the record.16

MR OBHOF:  [12:25:19] Yes.17

Q.   [12:25:20] Mr Witness, noting that you are still saying you are in the18

Loyo-Ajonga area, why did you head to Lalogi barracks when there would have been19

a barracks in Loyo-Ajonga and several in between Loyo-Ajonga and Lalogi?20

A.   [12:25:50] You know, Loyo-Ajonga is far off in the bush and there are no people21

there, there is only a school there, but -- and people all fled from there and came to22

Lalogi camp.  It's only in Lalogi camp that there is a barracks and it's just near, near23

Lalogi forest and near the main road.  There was no barracks in Loyo-Ajonga.24

Loyo-Ajonga was a place that was deserted by the people who eventually came to25
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settle in the camps.1

Q.   [12:26:31] So you are saying that where you were at that the Lalogi barracks was2

the closest place from Loyo-Ajonga at the time you escaped?3

A.   [12:26:47] Not that it's just near.4

Q.   [12:26:55] So Lalogi is near Loyo-Ajonga, correct?5

A.   [12:27:05] Lalogi, if I could estimate from the barracks where I stationed,6

Loyo-Ajonga is on the lower side, Lalogi is on the side of the road.  The road is next7

to the barracks.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:27:25] So simply state that he has been going to9

Lalogi, so --10

MR OBHOF:  [12:27:31] Yes.11

Now I would like, for this next section I would appreciate the Court usher to turn to12

Defence tab 19 which is confidential, not to be shown to the public, it is13

UGA-OTP-0269-0722 at page 0723.14

Q.   [12:28:24] Now, Mr Witness, does this -- is this a photocopy or a picture of your15

amnesty card?16

A.   [12:28:41] This is the original copy that you are viewing there.  The photocopy17

remained with me back at home.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:28:55] I think you can direct, directly address19

what you want to address, what I would assume you want to address, put it this way.20

MR OBHOF:  [12:29:07]21

Q.   [12:29:07] Now, Mr Witness, did you make an amnesty application while at22

Lalogi or Opit barracks before going to the rehabilitation centre?23

A.   [12:29:31] Repeat the question.24

Q.   [12:29:36] Mr Witness, did you file an application for amnesty while you were at25
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the Lalogi barracks or Opit barracks before you were taken to the rehabilitation centre1

in Teboke?2

A.   [12:30:01] You do not get these certificates from the barracks.  They are got3

from GUSCO.4

Q.   [12:30:09] So is this to say once you arrived at the rehabilitation centre, you filled5

out the application for amnesty, Mr Witness?6

A.   [12:30:20] I was registered from there.7

Q.   [12:30:28] Did you do it right after your arrival, Mr Witness?8

A.   [12:30:40] On arrival I stayed for a day or two, then they invited a photographer9

to come and take my photograph, together with the photos of the other children who10

hadn't yet taken theirs.11

Q.   [12:30:59] Do you remember how long it took you to receive your amnesty12

certificate, this photograph, the document in this photograph after arriving at the13

rehabilitation centre, Mr Witness?14

A.   [12:31:18] When I arrived and after two days of stay I was asked and I only saw15

when the letters or the certificate came.  And when the photograph was taken it was16

fixed onto the form and I was invited to the office and I was shown the document.  I17

had already been interviewed.18

Q.   [12:31:46] In relationship to the time in which you arrived at the rehabilitation19

centre, when did you receive this document?  Was it one week, two weeks, three20

weeks, Mr Witness?21

A.   [12:32:09] I cannot now recall well.  I do not know the exact date that I received22

it.  Sometimes the instructors that receive this -- the children, the children are invited23

one by one to go to the office, but I do not know the exact date when I was called to24

the office.25
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Q. [12:32:43] Now, Mr Witness, were you still in the centre, in the rehabilitation1

centre when you received this document, or had you already left the rehabilitation2

centre?3

A.   [12:32:56] Yes, I was there.4

Q.   [12:33:14] And you said the time in which you left the rehabilitation centre was5

around August; is that correct, Mr Witness?6

A.   [12:33:30] I said that when I just arrived the children at the centre were asking7

me and they told me that if they ask you how long did you take in the bush and you8

gave a longer time, then it means you will stay longer at the centre.9

Q.   [12:34:12] Now I'm reading from the real time transcripts of yesterday, starting10

at page 63, line 25 and the question was:  "You mean it was around August when11

you left the rehabilitation centre, whether it is GUSCO or Caritas; is that correct?"12

At line 3 on page 64 the witness answered:  "Yes, that is correct."13

So, Mr Witness, you left the rehabilitation centre, regardless of the year, during the14

month of August; is that correct, Mr Witness?15

A.   [12:35:00] When I mentioned that I did not differentiate, I did not differentiate16

and I did not mention the month, but I remember I said August but I did not mention17

the month in which I left the centre.18

MR OBHOF:  [12:35:21] Your Honours, I won't go on questioning it, but the19

preceding paragraph before that is where he voluntarily supplied the information, so20

I won't bother to re-ask him again, I will just leave it be.21

Q.   [12:35:35] Now, Mr Witness, you also said you were in the bush until late 200522

or early 2006, so approximately 19 or 20 months; is that correct?23

A.   [12:35:54] My return from the bush, I was abducted in 2004, I returned in 2005.24

So as I mentioned, if there is something that is not correctly written, then the25
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problems started from the centre because the children who were at the centre, I was1

getting a lot of difficulty from the centre.  So what they told me is actually what you2

see I have indicated in the document.3

Q.   [12:36:45] Again from paragraph 142 of your statement at tab 1 you state4

"Sometime in late 2005 or early 2006", that is the time of you leaving.  So you would5

have left, so is that correct, Mr Witness -- and we can use late 2005 and even scratch6

out '06 -- so sometime in late 2005 is when you left the bush; is that right, Mr Witness.7

A.   [12:37:24] Yes, exactly at the end of the year.8

Q.   [12:37:31] Now, Mr Witness, when the Prosecutor asked you yesterday about9

this -- about your amnesty certificate -- and, court usher, please just leave the amnesty10

certificate up for the rest of the time -- it states inside of there at page 0723, "Issued11

under my hand", and it further -- it discusses and it gives a very specific date, July 1,12

2004 -- I'm sorry, 1 July 2004.  And I'm going to ask a similar question as13

the Prosecutor did:  Can you explain this anomaly, this problem with your amnesty14

certificate of why it says it's issued more than 16 to 18 months after you came back15

from the bush or before you came back from the bush?16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:33] Before.17

MR OBHOF:  [12:38:36] yes, sorry.18

THE WITNESS:  [12:38:40] (Interpretation) I did not receive this certificate while19

I was still in the bush.  There was confusion because -- which actually came from my20

colleagues that I found at the centre.  For them, they were already used to the area,21

so when you are still new you will actually work with what they tell you.  So that is22

why there is a problem with my certificate.23

MR OBHOF:  [12:39:14]24

Q.   [12:39:15] Now, Mr Witness, the date here doesn't say, this part "Issued under25
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my hand this", it says, "Issued under my hand this 1st day of July 2004."  It does not1

state that the witness or that the person applying for amnesty said he left the bush2

this date.  This is the date on which the Amnesty Commissioner signed this3

document.4

Now I ask you again, Mr Witness, can you explain why this document which was5

signed on July 1, 2004 could have been given to you if you didn't leave the bush until6

late 2005?7

A.   [12:40:18] I mentioned it very clearly that in my document, according to what8

the children told me, sometimes it could be that this document which was prepared9

before I was actually called to be notified of the production of my letter, the children10

that I found them at the centre already knew the kind of questions that I would be11

asked.  So they told me that if they ask you this is how you should respond, if they12

ask you have you taken long or how long you have taken, then you have to say like13

this so that your stay in the centre is reduced.14

Secondly, the instructors who take care of the children at the centre did not15

discriminate, but the children themselves were very segregative.  If you speak16

a language which is different from the one they speak, then they will not like you.17

So maybe they did that so that I, you know, I give them time and I will leave the18

centre earlier than them.19

Q.   [12:41:46] Mr Witness, this document has no relationship to what you say about20

how long you were in the bush.  This document is issued when somebody returns21

and is granted amnesty.  So regardless of what you told people at GUSCO or Caritas22

or any rehabilitation centre, this document is not issued by the rehabilitation centre.23

This document is issued by the government of Uganda.24

Now, Mr Witness, could it be that you are mistaken about when you came back and25
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in fact came back after being in the bush for only two months instead of being in the1

bush until late 2005?2

A.   [12:42:43] Well, it, it's -- how to differentiate between the years, the date and the3

time, I actually know.4

Q.   [12:42:56] Mr Witness, when you requested your amnesty, when you filled out5

your application, did you describe the actions or crimes that you committed while in6

the bush?7

A.   [12:43:14] I did not tell them the crimes that I committed.8

Q.   [12:43:20] Did you tell them the length of time that you were in the bush when9

you filled out your amnesty application?10

A.   [12:43:32] I said very loudly and clear that at the time of filling the form I did not11

mention the number of years I spent in the bush.  But the month, according to how12

the children were telling me, is what I filled in the form.13

Q.   [12:43:53] So you were dishonest on your form, you did not tell the truth when14

you filled out your application for amnesty, Mr Witness?15

A.   [12:44:07] The children made me -- influenced me to, to lie.  On my side, I knew16

I was telling the truth, but how they were instructing me to, to respond to the forms, I17

think they were actually telling me to lie.18

Q.   [12:44:29] Mr Witness, I only have a final -- a few final questions.19

Mr Witness, you stated that you escaped during mango season and you told20

the Court yesterday that mango season was around April to June; is that correct?21

A.   [12:44:53] Correct.22

Q.   [12:44:58] Now, is late 2005, i.e. October, November, December mango season of23

April through June?  Or even early 2006 of January and February?  So looking at the24

times, Mr Witness, is late 2005 mango season?25
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A.   [12:45:40] No.1

Q.   [12:45:47] Now, Mr Witness, you also told the Court today that you were with2

Mr Onen Kamdulu during your time in the bush.  And with him during the entire3

time.  And that you left him there.  Now, Mr Witness, how would you react if I told4

you that person returned on September 4, 2004 and that person left the bush long5

before you alleged you came back?  Would do you say about that, Mr Witness?6

A.   [12:46:33] I do not agree to that.7

Q.   [12:46:38] Finally, Mr Witness, this boy Back you left in the bush, does it8

surprise you to know that he died during the summer of 2005 and you could not have9

left him in the bush if you left in late 2005?10

A.   [12:47:05] Could you mention, could you clearly mention the word, the name.11

I am not getting the name clearly.12

Q.   [12:47:15] His name is Back, as in Back to God, Odomi's adopted son. Does it13

surprise you to learn that that young boy died in the summer 2005, which would have14

been before you stated you escaped and you left him in the bush?15

A.   [12:47:52] That child, I left the bush when he was still alive in the bush.16

Q.   [12:48:04] And respectfully, Mr Witness, I put it to you that you did not spend17

some 19 or 20 months in the bush and in fact you spent less than two months and that18

your amnesty certificate here is in fact correct and that you returned from the bush19

before July 1, 2004.  What do you say to that, Mr Witness?20

A.   [12:48:38] What I mentioned clearly was that the children that I found at the21

centre made my filling of the certificate form difficult.  In addition to that, I was new,22

I was young and I was scared, so whatever they were telling me is what I was actually23

following.24

MR OBHOF:  [12:49:02] Your Honours, counsel will ask a few follow-up questions.25
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And, Mr Witness, I wish you a safe journey back home and a speedy recovery.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:10] Thank you, Mr Obhof.2

Then Mr Ayena, I think you would have some questions, I understand.  Do you have3

already an estimate how long it will take you?  (Microphone not activated)4

MR AYENA ODONGO:  [12:49:34] I think I will be done within 11 minutes.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:38] Very good.  Please continue.6

MR AYENA ODONGO:  [12:49:45]7

QUESTIONED BY MR AYENA ODONGO:8

Q.   [12:49:45] Mr Witness, first of all, I want to thank you for your contribution so9

far.10

Now, Mr Witness, the, the greyest area seems to be when -- the length of time you11

spent in the bush and when you actually left -- you came back.  But you have been12

very useful to give indicators about when you actually came back.  I will now13

concentrate on that area vis-à-vis the date when you were abducted.14

Now, Mr Witness, given that you were allegedly abducted on 29 April, and given that15

you reported to Lalogi and Opit barracks within the mango season, that is between16

April and June, and in view of the fact that your amnesty certificate indicates that it17

was -- I mean indicates the date of 1 April -- or, July, could it easily have been that the18

amnesty certificate was processed between -- was processed between 29 April and19

1 July?  What do you say about that?20

A.   [12:52:30] You gave a very long question and I cannot recall some of them,21

maybe you put them one by one.22

Q.   [12:52:41] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Let me be short.23

Twenty-ninth you were abducted, that was April.  Within that period of April and24

June usually it is a mango season, and you stated this clearly to Court.  On 1 July you25
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received the amnesty certificate.  Could it therefore be possible that you processed1

the amnesty certificate between 29 April and 1 July, yes, July?2

A.   [12:53:57] I will respond to your question like this: When I reported at Lalogi3

barracks it was mistake number one on the side of the army, because they should4

have asked that question.  Secondly, was when I went to Opit it -- I was not asked5

and any -- my statement was not written down.  I think that was the second problem.6

And then it was a mistake on my part to go to GUSCO or Teboke in Lira and to listen7

to what the children were saying, were telling me to go and say this to my instructors.8

But personally, what I know is that the children who were abducted from Odek, all of9

them escaped and left me in the bush.10

Q.   [12:55:04] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, you said something very useful11

which reminds me of your interaction with -- can we go to private session, briefly?12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:55:24] Yes, private session.13

(Private session at 12.55 p.m.) * Reclassified partially in public14

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:55:27] We are in private session, Mr President.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:55:32] Perhaps a short remark before we16

continue.  It's perfectly clear that, from the documents that we have on the record17

and what the witness has said, it is clear that we will have to draw our conclusions18

from -- it might be difficult to get another answer now from the witness who has been19

asked about this possible time he spent in the bush several times by Prosecution and20

also by Mr Obhof and by you, it's -- the answer does not change, but the conclusions21

that have to be drawn from all what we have on the record are of course, like always,22

up to the Chamber.23

MR AYENA ODONGO:  [12:56:16] I am much obliged, your Honours.  I am asking24

something slightly different.25
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Q.   [12:56:24] When you interacted with (Redacted), or, for that matter,1

(Redacted), is it your testimony that they just let you free to move within2

(Redacted) eating mangos without being questioned?3

A.   [12:57:09] I was not questioned.  I was only questioned when I had just4

returned, but I do not know whether they wrote it down.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:57:22] And I recall I think he has already said6

that he could move freely.7

MR AYENA ODONGO:  [12:57:29] Yes.  Yes.  Thank you, that's all.  We can move8

back to open session.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:57:39] Then we go back to open session.10

(Open session at 12.57 p.m.)11

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:57:44] We are back in open session, Mr President.12

MR AYENA ODONGO:  [12:57:54] My lords, that now ends the Defence13

cross-examination of the witness.  We can only wish him safe journey back to14

Uganda.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:08] Okay.  Thank you very much,16

Mr Ayena.17

And you have heard, Mr Witness, that this finishes the examination by the Defence.18

That means that this finishes also your testimony in this courtroom.  On behalf of the19

Chamber I would like to thank you for your contribution for helping us to establish20

the truth, and on behalf of the Chamber we also wish you a safe trip back home.21

THE WITNESS:  [12:58:44] (No interpretation)22

(The witness is excused)23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:48] And this concludes the hearing for today.24

And not only, this concludes also a -- I use the word evidence block, so to speak,25
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meaning that we reconvene only on 10 July at 9.30 with P-218.1

THE COURT USHER:  [12:59:07] All rise.2

(The hearing ends in open session at 12.59 p.m.)3

RECLASSIFICATION REPORT4

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber’ IX's instructions, ICC-02/04-01/15-497, dated 13 July5

2016, the public reclassified and redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.6

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-89-Red-ENG WT 20-06-2017 60/60 NM TICC-02/04-01/15-T-89-Red2-ENG WT 20-06-2017 60/60 NB T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber’ IX's instructions, ICC-02/04-01/15-497, dated 13 July 2016, the public reclassified and redacted version of this transcript is filed in
the case


