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International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber I

Situation: Republic of Cote d'Ivoire

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Laurent Gbagbo and Charles Blé Goudé
ICC-02/11-01/15

Presiding Judge Cuno Tarfusser, Judge Olga Herrera-Carbuccia and

Judge Geoffrey Henderson

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1

Monday, 26 September 2016

(The hearing starts in closed session at 9.34 a.m.)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Open session at 9.35 a.m.)

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:35:36] So good morning, good morning
everybody here in the courtroom.

Good morning, Mr Witness.

WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347 (On former oath)

(The witness speaks French)

THE WITNESS: [9:35:46] (Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:35:49] We are here for the continuing of the
questioning by the Defence of Mr Gbagbo. I would just ask the courtesy so to have a

sort of an outlook so that we can organise ourselves on where we stand and where we
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go and how long it will take about.

Maitre Altit, please, and then Mr Knoops. Thank you.

MR ALTIT: [9:36:28] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. The questioning by
Laurent Gbagbo's defence will last for two sessions today. We might encroach on
the third session, but we are not very sure, it will depend on how the witness answers
the questions, but at least two sessions and definitely will end before the end of the
day. But there is a little bit of uncertainty regarding the third session.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:37:19] Well, thank you very much. We hope
very much in the two sessions.

Mr Knoops?

MR KNOOPS: [9:37:25] Good morning, Mr President. Your Honours, good
morning. The Defence of Mr Blé Goudé wishes to examine the witness for a
maximum one session and the examination will be led by Mr Zokou. And he just
informed me that over the weekend he has reviewed his questions and he might
tinish, and that's the expectation, in one session maximum.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:37:56] Well, This is good news. So, Mr Altit,
you are requested to finish in two sessions and so we will finish today the witness.
MR KNOOPS: Well, Mr President, my observation was not meant to pressure

Mr Altit.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:38:10] No, no, no, no. And mine was not to
pressure you.

MR KNOOPS: Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: But I try to streamline as far as possible because
then we have also the re-questioning --

MR KNOOPS: Thank you, sir.
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: -- probably by the Prosecutor. But you can't
know yet how far you go because you don't have listened to the whole questioning by
the other parties, right?

MR GARCIA: [9:38:31] That's correct. Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Good morning.

MR GARCIA: AllI can say is as of today, I don't have any questions for redirect yet.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:38:38] Good. Thank you very much.

So I give the floor to Mr O'Shea for his questioning. Thank you.

QUESTIONED BY MR O'SHEA: (Continuing)

Q. Good morning, Colonel. Ihope you had a restful weekend.

A, [9:39:02] Thank you. Good morning, Counsel. Yes, indeed, I had a good rest.
Q.  [9:39:13] I will begin by asking you, if I may, about these vehicles you were
asked about. You were asked about two vehicles which the Republican Guard had,
one which you said was Russian and another which you said was South African, the
Mamba. Can you tell me, apart from the Republican Guard, did other units have
such vehicles?

A.  [9:39:46] The answer is yes, other units had other vehicles also.

Q.  [9:40:00] I just want to be clear that you understood my question because of the
way it came through on the English transcript. My question is, those specific
vehicles that you were asked about, the Russian vehicle and the South African vehicle,
do you know if other units other than the Republican Guard also had those specific
types of vehicle?

A.  [9:40:41] Yes, my answer is yes. Certain units also had the Russian type of
vehicle. Regarding the South African vehicle, if I remember correctly, it was the

Republican Guard who had those vehicles.
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Q.  [9:41:03] And on the vehicles which the Republican Guard had, would there be
an indication on the vehicle that it belonged to the Republican Guard?

A. [9:41:20] Yes. There are two elements which would indicate that. There is,
tirst of all, the licence plate number, each corps has a registration number. And the
Republican Guard had vehicles, all their vehicles started with the number 51.

In addition to that, there was "GR" written on the vehicle, meaning

Republican Guard.

Q. [9:42:11] And if you remember, the Prosecution when they interviewed you
before these court proceedings, they showed some videos and asked you about some
vehicles. Do you remember whether or not when you were shown those videos you
saw the GR symbols at all?

A. [9:42:47] Yes, I believe I saw it.

Q.  [9:42:53] I just refer to your interview, CIV-OTP-0057-1430 and the page is
CIV-OTP-0057-1455, and I will read from lines 125 to 130, and I quote, in French:
(Interpretation) "We had them, it is true. ButI do not know whether we were the
only ones who had them or not because, as I said, we were not the only ones in Abobo,
there were other units. The Mambas, yes, the Mambas would go with the elements.
But regarding the tanks, we had tanks like those also. But now since there is nothing
indicated on it, in fact, I cannot see the abbreviation 'GR' to mean that it was one of
our tanks, but we had tanks like those."

(English spoken) Would you like to reconsider your answer in the light of what you
said to the Prosecutor?

A.  [9:45:30] If that is what was said, then apparently in my mind I believe I saw
"GR." But when I had been answering the questions I had not yet seen the video

footage. But when I saw the footage I believe I saw "GR" in white paint on the
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vehicles.

Q.  [9:45:58] Well, why would you be expressing yourself in that way, I don't really
see the symbol "GR," if you hadn't been shown a video at that part of your interview?
A.  [9:46:19] I saw the video, I believe three or four years ago. I believe -- I said
that I believed I saw "GR" painted on the side of the vehicle.

Q. [9:46:45] Well, we may come back to that, but let's move on.

If I can just show you again a video which the Prosecution showed you,
CIV-OTP-0048-1651, time code 00 minutes and 22 seconds to 00 minutes and 45
seconds. And this is the video where you were shown what you described as
munitions.

THE COURT OFFICER: Could you please confirm if it's public?

MR O'SHEA: [9:48:10] Yes, sorry, it is public. Yes.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

MR O'SHEA: [9:48:49]

Q.  [9:48:51] In this image, Colonel, we see these boxes which have been shown to
you, which appear to have gathered some dust on the top. So I want to ask you to
help us, to the extent you can, in perhaps dating these munitions, if that's what they
are. Would it be correct that that store was created in 1960? Is that something you
would be aware of?

A.  [9:49:39] Unfortunately not. Ido notknow.

Q.  [9:49:43] And between 2004 and 2010, did the Republican Guard receive new
supplies or not?

A.  [9:50:12] When it came to supplies, it is managed by the chief or commander of
the corps. Now, during that period in the Republican Guard, we did not receive any

additional weapons and ammunition, given that during that period I was not the one

26.09.2016 Page 5



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-79-Red2-ENG CT WT 26-09-2016 6/64 MP T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347

responsible, and as you saw in a document signed by the commander of the squadron
asking for hand -- individual weapons, that request was addressed to the commander
of the corps, General Dogbo Blé.

Q. [9:51:38] Now, when the Prosecution was asking you about weapons in the
hands of individuals who you saw but did not recognise, did these individuals come
into the camp with these weapons?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:52:07] You're referring to these hundred, more
or less hundred -- no, no, because if you just refer to the Prosecutor said, we have

the Prosecutor asking back during the investigation and now, so just to be more
precis.

MR O'SHEA: Yes, you're quite right, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Because otherwise we will still have difficulties
to understand --

MR O'SHEA: Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  -- the transcript.

MR O'SHEA: [9:52:30] Your Honour is quite right. I am referring to these
proceedings when the prosecutor asked about the hundred men who were in civilian
clothes or semi-civilian clothes and this gentleman didn't recognise who they were.
Q. Now, my questionis: Did they come into the camp with the weapons that they
were holding?

A.  [9:53:01] Thank you, Counsel. Idid not even see them arrive, that is those
additional elements, because at the barracks you have the main entrance, and there
was a small gate on the side overlooking the lagoon where people could come in
easily, I believe that it is true that small gate that they came in. And on the first day

that I saw them was when I came out of my office one evening and I saw that
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unexpected view.

Q.  [9:54:02] Now, the weapons that you had in the camp for your men, the men
under your command, you obviously had a degree of control over those weapons,
would that be correct?

A.  [9:54:30] Yes, I had responsibility for them. But effective control was the
responsibility of the person in charge of the armoury, who was Warrant Officer Bédé
Koffi, so he was the one *ultimately responsible for the number and the manner in
which those weapons were used.

Q.  [9:55:05] And can you confirm that those weapons were only used by your men?
A.  [9:55:19] Yes. These weapons were used by my men, that is those who were at
the base with me. But also by the soldiers who had been sent on secondment to act
as bodyguards to certain authorities, they also used some of those weapons.

Q.  [9:55:53] All right, thank you.

Now, I'm just going to read you a sentence in one of your answers to the

Office of the Prosecutor which you gave in your interviews. And it relates to these
young people who were burning tyres. And it's CIV-OTP-0057-1463, and the page is
CIV-OTP-0057-1466.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:56:57] And you are now referring to another
argument, not these young people, the hundred coming in, because it's about the
confusion. These young people -- we were talking about these hundred young
people.

MR O'SHEA: [9:57:11] Yes. Well, I didn't use the word "young" and I don't think
the witness did either.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:57:16] No. '"I'm going to read you a sentence

in one of your answers which you gave in your interviews and it relates to these
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young people.”

MR O'SHEA: Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: It's written here.

MR O'SHEA: [9:57:28] It's nothing to do with the --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:57:31] With the hundred, yes.

MR O'SHEA: [9:57:33] -- the hundred, nothing to do with the hundred.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:57:34] So we change completely scenario.
MR O'SHEA: [9:57:37] Yes, yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Okay.

MR O'SHEA: It will become clear when I read the sentence, your Honour.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Yes. I'm sorry.

MR O'SHEA:

Q. AndIquotein French: (Interpretation) "This can be summarised in two words.
It should be said that the young people of Treichville demonstrated. They carried
out street demonstrations. They burned tyres and did a certain number of things.
The Republican Guard --"

(Speaks English)  All right, I'll move on to something else.

I'm going to go to another part of your interviews, and this is a different subject.
And this is at CIV-OTP-0057-1430, page CIV-OTP-0057-1448. And it is at, starting at
line 673, and I quote in French: (Interpretation) "Very well. And you had that
sentiment from what moment in time or what period? Notably, that it was not
possible to discipline people or punish them for the offences that you saw."

And you answered, "No, it was during that, well, you see, during the period where
the training had been conducted.

Interviewer: Mm-hmm."
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(Speaks English) You say, (Interpretation) "Captain Kipré told me in an open way
that we were the ones who had said to the captain that you should not be informed,
Colonel.

Well, that's it.

Mm-hmm.

That's it."

(Speaks English) You then say, (Interpretation) "Okay. Well, what I did not
understand is that I could have been assigned if people thought that I was not up to
the task, but then at the same time I thought to myself that if you're there, well, they
have their reasons but you need to be careful." (Speaks English) End of quote.
And my question is this: Why at that point in your interview did you not say what
you said in court, which is that you were told that they had lost confidence in you?
A.  [10:02:19] I do not understand the question. Could you please rephrase it?
Because you have just read an excerpt and then you have asked a question. Idon't
understand. Could you repeat, please.

Q. [10:02:44] All right. Fair enough. The point is this, that you're telling the
interviewers here that Captain Kipré is telling you openly that they had told the
captain to not inform you. But you failed to state the most important part of that
conversation which you've asserted here in court, which is the fact that they stated
they had lost confidence in you.

Why didn't you say that when you're telling them that Captain Kipré told you in an
open manner that they had told the captain not to inform you, why didn't you add
that very significant point that they had said they'd lost confidence in you?

A. [10:03:55] Thank you. Well, it may be that the question was not put to me, and

that would be an explanation. You know, I think that there are certain things that
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can be said today and then you might add or withdraw something the next day. But
as I was not -- as the question was not put to me, I didn't say anything.

MR O'SHEA: [10:04:24] Those are all my questions, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:04:29] Thank you very much.

Maitre Altit.

MR ALTIT: [10:04:36] Thank you, Mr President. We have a little question of
organisation that will take about 10 seconds and then I'll start.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:04:48] You have 15 seconds.

MR ALTIT: [10:05:49] Thank you, Mr President.

QUESTIONED BY MR ALTIT:

Q.  [10:05:55] (Interpretation) Good morning, Colonel.

A. [10:06:11] Good morning, counsel.

Q. [10:06:12] My name is Emmanuel Altit and I am lead counsel for Laurent
Gbagbo.

A.  [10:06:18] Thank you.

Q. [10:06:20] And I'm now going to be putting questions to you, and I would be
grateful if you were to answer them in a concise and precise manner, all right?

A. [10:06:31] I shall do as best I can.

Q.  [10:06:34] Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:06:35] And the interpreters would be grateful
if you could speak slowly and keep the pause, interpreters and court reporters, of
course.

MR ALTIT: [10:06:50] (Interpretation)

Q. So we're going to be making little pauses between my questions and your

answers, and in such a manner the interpreters will be able to switch from one
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language to the other.

A. [10:07:06] Very well.

Q. [10:07:08] Good. So, Colonel, you talked to us about the battle of Abidjan, do
you recall?

A. [10:07:17] Yes, indeed.

Q. [10:07:20] You said that it took place during the second half of March 2011, do
you recall?

A. [10:07:29] Yes, indeed.

Q. [10:07:32] Are you able to tell us anything more about that battle? What was it
and who were the protagonists, from your viewpoint, of course?

A.  [10:07:48] Thank you, Counsel. With regard to the battle of Abidjan, there
were the Defence and Security Forces who had *since decree number 10306 dated

14 November 2010 on the Constitution of the forces, the national forces, and since that
decree the entire army had as a mission to secure and protect the town of Abidjan, so
we, the Security and Defence Forces, had armed groups non-identified, which were
referred to either as rebels or there were also RHDP youths who were conducting
incursions into the police stations in order to act against the Security and Defence
Forces.

So there was on one side the Forces of Defence and Security and then on the other
side there were those defence groups that were non-identified, whether it be rebels or
young people who had subscribed to the ideas of the RHDP. That's what I can tell
you about this, counsel.

Q. [10:09:58] Very well. And from what moment in time did those armed groups
that you've just described as -- well, you have reminded us that they were described

as rebels. From which moment in time did they start to attack the police stations as
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you just said?

A.  [10:10:24] If my memory serves me correctly, it was already in January and
February that such attacks started to occur.

[10:10:39] And were there any deaths amongst the policemen?

[10:10:45] Yes, there were deaths.

[10:10:48] And did they only attack police stations?

[10:10:54] In the main, yes.

o > 0 > O

[10:11:00] Very well. Do you remember the name or names of some of these
groups?

A. [10:11:11] Thank you, Counsel. People were speaking about the

Invisible Commando within Abobo commune, for example.

Q. [10:11:25] And do you have another example in mind?

[10:11:28] No.

[10:11:31] And who headed up the Invisible Commando?

[10:11:37] T have no idea, Counsel.

[10:11:40] No idea?

[10:11:42] Yes, indeed.

o o> 0 > 0o >

[10:11:44] Very well. You speak of armed groups within the town. And from
what you just said to us, and from what you just said, they were conducting attacks
from the month of February. Were there any armed troops at the hotel du Golf who
were opposed to the regime of President Gbagbo?

A. [10:12:20] Yes, indeed.

Q. [10:12:21] And were they numerous?

A.  [10:12:23] I was not there, so I am not in a position to know how many they

were.
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Q.  [10:12:29] But you are a high-ranking soldier with other responsibilities and at
that time you were a high-ranking soldier with responsibilities. You have no idea
about the people who were at the Golf?

A.  [10:12:42] You were asking me about manpower. Isaid to you when you put
the question to me that they were RHDP soldiers who were at the hotel du Golf.
Now as to their number, I'm not in a position to tell you, despite my high rank at the
time.

Q. [10:13:06] And who was in charge of those soldiers at the hotel du Golf?

A.  [10:13:15] Thank you, Counsel. I do not know who commanded that group or
those soldiers who were present at the hotel du Golf, because I myself was not at the
Golf, so I am not in a position to say.

Q. [10:13:40] To your knowledge did they have any heavy weaponry?

A.  [10:13:46] I didn't see any, because I was not at the hotel du Golf. However, by
way of the media I saw that they did have heavy weaponry, through the media that
is.

Q. [10:14:12] And those soldiers who were at the hotel du Golf with heavy
weaponry, did they conduct any attacks against the security forces?

A. [10:14:24] I would say, rather, that there was fighting between those two factions.
Now, as to whether it was they who started the attack, I'm not able to say.

Q. [10:14:47] And when was there any fighting between those two factions, as you
say?

A.  [10:14:55] Well, I can just give you the period as I said, but I can't provide you
with precise dates. It was in the period from January to March, but I can't provide
you with a precise date, because I do not recall.

Q.  [10:15:17] Were there any deaths?
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A.  [10:15:20] I was not part of those up front in that fighting, and at our level I did
not glean any information as to whether there were any deaths on our side and any
deaths on the enemy side.

Q. [10:15:48] Very well. You spoke to us of the attack launched against your
barracks where you were to be found. Could you please tell us a little bit about what
happened?

A.  [10:16:09] Thank you, Counsel. Those attacks took place from 4 to 5 April, and
it took place overnight. And we came -- we were shelled until dawn. And all our
means of defence and combat were destroyed. The kitchen was also destroyed, as
were all of our vehicles and the building. So this is what happened. This is what
met my eyes or what I noted when dawn broke.

Q. [10:17:17] And how were you shelled? What kind of weapon was used to
bomb you?

A. [10:17:28] Thank you, Counsel. It was -- we were shelled from the air. These
were fighter planes or helicopters, so from the air, this was not over land.

Q. [10:17:49] So these were fighter planes or helicopters of what nationality?

A.  [10:17:56] It occurred overnight as I said, and I did not have any infrared
binoculars in order to see the characteristic traits of those aircraft. So, Counsel, I am
really not in a position to answer that question.

Q.  [10:18:21] For things to be clear, you did not know of what nationality those
tighter planes or helicopters were, did you?

A. [10:18:30] I told you that I did not see the planes or helicopters at night. But by
virtue of the information that I received, I believe that it was ONUCI and Licorne, and
that is the information that we received under UN mandate.

Q. [10:19:01] And the Licorne is what?
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A. [10:19:03] The French forces.

Q. [10:19:05] So the nationality of the fighter planes and helicopters in all
probability were?

A.  [10:19:10] There was the UN, there was France, so it might have been planes or
helicopters from the UN, from other countries or also from France.

Q. [10:19:24] And to your knowledge were there any helicopters or fighters planes
that were neither French nor from ONUCI?

A.  [10:19:36] No, that is not what I was saying. I was saying that those were the
two forces that attacked.

Q. [10:19:42] And that attacked your barracks; is that correct?

[10:19:44] Yes, indeed.

[10:19:45] Were there any deaths?

[10:19:50] Thank the Lord, I did not within my personnel note any deaths.

S

[10:20:02] When I ask you, sir, who were the protagonists in the battle, why do
you not talk about the French forces and the ONUCI forces?

A.  [10:20:20] Well, initially, it was an Ivorian Ivorian battle. These were the forces
whose mandate was to attempt to maintain peace in Cote d'Ivoire. So that is why I
did not -- well, I didn't talk about them. But now that you've been putting far more
precise questions to me, I, you know, fine-tuned my answer.

Q. [10:20:50] And their peacekeeping mandate comprised the possibility of firing
upon the Ivorian forces of security?

A. [10:21:01] No. Well, their main mandate was to maintain peace, and there was
a second mandate authorising I believe this, because as they were under a UN
mandate, they could not go on to a next stage without the authorisation of the UN.

That was the interpretation that I made.
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Q.  [10:21:32] So to come back to my question as to the protagonists of the battle of
Abidjan, do you accept the fact that amongst those protagonists there were French
forces and ONUCI contingents?

A. [10:21:47] To my mind, as I said to you, the protagonists were the FDS and the
rebellion at the time and the ONUCI. And the Licorne forces, they acted under UN
mandate in order to --

Q. [10:22:05] I'm sorry, I do apologise for interrupting you. Let's concentrate on
the word "protagonist." Protagonist, and this is the meaning I am giving to it, is
somebody who takes part in something. So maybe I should rephrase this in order
for you to answer it more easily.

Would you accept that amongst those who were taking part in the battle of Abidjan
there were the French forces and the ONUCI contingents?

A. [10:22:36] Yes, indeed.

Q. [10:22:38] Very well. So you came under attack in the night of the 4th to the 5th
by air?

A. [10:22:50] Yes, indeed.

Q. [10:22:51] And were you attacked over land?

A. [10:22:56] No.

Q. [10:23:02] Were you at that moment in time under siege by other forces or
besieged by other forces?

A.  [10:23:13] No. Iwas not part of a besieged camp, a camp besieged by other
forces. But in view of the intense shelling that we were coming under, I was not able
yet to realise at that time whether there were any other terrestrial forces who might
have been besieging us. So I am not in a position to be able to confirm that.

Q. [10:23:48] And up to then your barracks had not come under attack?

26.09.2016 Page 16



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-79-Red2-ENG CT WT 26-09-2016 17/64 MP T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347

A.  [10:23:53] No.

Q. [10:23:57] Tell me, on that same night, the members of the Republican Guard
who were stationed at the Plateau and in Cocody, did they also come under attack?
A.  [10:24:16] It was mainly Treichville that came under attack, quite simply because
Treichville was the base, and it was in Treichville that I had some weapons. And so
as it was the base within Abidjan, everything focused on Treichville.

Q.  [10:24:50] Let me put the question to you somewhat differently. To your
knowledge, the armoured vehicles that you mentioned to us during your testimony,
you spoke to us about nine armed -- armoured vehicles spread over three sites; is that
correct?

A. [10:25:14] Yes, indeed.

Q. [10:25:15] So those armoured vehicles at Treichville, were they destroyed during
the bombing?

A.  [10:25:22] Yes, they were put out of order or placed out of order.

Q. [10:25:27] Very well. The armoured vehicles at the Plateau and at Cocody, did
they at every given moment in time, not necessarily that night, before or after, were
they put out of commission?

A. [10:25:48] No, not on that night. But later on, during the attack on Cocody,
those armoured vehicles were also placed out of commission.

Q. [10:26:06] And the attack on Cocody, what is that? What do you mean by that?
A. [10:26:13] This was from the 4th until the 11th, when there was an attack
directed against the residence which gave rise to the arrest of the President on

11 April.

Q. [10:26:36] And that attack was led by whom?

A.  [10:26:40] This attack was led by the rebellion forces.
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Q. [10:26:54] Nobody else?

A. [10:26:57] From what we could see, latterly, when President Gbagbo was
arrested, I only saw soldiers from the Forces Nouvelle.

Q. [10:27:15] And where did you see that?

A. [10:27:17] On the television.

Q. [10:27:22] And today, do you have any more detailed information as to who
attacked the residence?

A.  [10:27:29] Thank you, Counsel. Yes, today, indeed this is information, as you
say, yes, information also in the media, information that said that the Nouvelles
Forces or the Forces Nouvelles had the support of the Licorne, and I, as everybody
else, heard that piece of information.

But as I was saying to you earlier over the -- with the images of the arrest of Laurent
Gbagbo, I only saw soldiers from the Forces Nouvelles.

Q. [10:28:16] Tell me, there were soldiers from the Republican Guard at the
residence of the president, were there not?

A. [10:28:21] Yes. There was the fourth company, whose mission was to make
secure the residence. And they were also in Cocody. So I had some of those
soldiers at the president's residence in Cocody.

Q. [10:28:41] Very well. And were there any deaths during the attack upon the
residence that you just spoke to us about? I'm talking about your men.

A.  [10:28:54] There were no deaths amongst my men.

Q. [10:28:59] And why was that? Because they were no longer there when the
attack took place?

A.  [10:29:09] Not necessarily. They were supposed to be there. They were at

their position. But, you know, under enemy fire, one might take measures to protect
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oneself and avoid dying. And then you prepare yourself, and if there is time, you
can retort and react.

Q. [10:29:41] So under enemy fire, who was firing on them? Who was the enemy?
A.  [10:29:47] I told you at an earlier stage that that battle was led by the soldiers of
the Forces Nouvelles.

Q. [10:30:03] Very well. Amongst the soldiers or officers or the members of the
Republican Guard who were defending the residence, were there still some of them
who belonged to the Republican Guard?

A.  [10:30:16] Those at Cocody, no. But other soldiers from other barracks are still
working with the Republican Guard as I speak to you.

Q. [10:30:46] What happened to them, that is the members of the Republican Guard
who were defending Cocody and were not killed?

A.  [10:31:17] Today, during transfers in the army, those soldiers were assigned to
other units.

Q. [10:31:25] Nobody disappeared?

A.  [10:31:28] Not to my knowledge, and that is simply because, after an appeal
from the new authorities, and when all the soldiers answered the call and then
arrived, we did realise that some of them were absent. For example, Lieutenant
Colonel Ohoukou Mody, he did not show up, and he said that he could not answer
that call.

There were other soldiers also who are in exile currently, for example, Major Tapeko
Kipré, who was the commander of groupement number 2.

So apart from those people, I did not hear about soldiers, other soldiers, except that
with the setup of the new Cote d'Ivoire forces and with the transfers as some of the

soldiers have been transferred to other corps.
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Q. [10:33:19] Now, these soldiers sent to other corps, did you not speak with them?
Did you not try to find out what had happened?

A.  [10:33:30] *It happened within the normal context of assignments and transfers.
Q. [10:33:47] I will rephrase clearer. Now, these soldiers who transferred
elsewhere, who previously had been posted to the residence in Cocody, so they know
what happened, since then did you never speak with them to try to learn more about
these tragic events, how they had reacted from a military or personal point of view?
You never spoke with them?

A.  [10:34:16] As I have said, when the new authorities launched their appeal, many
of them came. I spoke to the troops and I asked them whether they had any
information to give me. There were no soldiers who came to contact me. So that is
what I can say.

Q. [10:34:53] Very well. Now, on the morning of the 5th, if I understand you
correctly, your camp had been attacked during the night and your equipment
destroyed; is that correct?

[10:35:14] Yes.

[10:35:17] And then you left; is that correct?

[10:35:21] No, that is not correct.

[10:35:23] So what happened then?

> O » O »

[10:35:28] The day following that bombing, Captain Blé asked me whether I had
spoken with General Dogbo Blé on the phone, and I told him yes. Isaid I had
spoken with the general and had given -- I had briefed him on the situation of the
equipment and the staff. So I gave him a report. And then he told me that was
duly noted.

Shortly after that Captain Blé came back to me and asked me to call General
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Dogbo Blé. Itold him that I had already called him.

He told me, "No. You have to call him again."

I tried to call the general. But in the meantime he had to receive a unit -- an ONUCI
general in his office, so I was not able to speak with him.

For that reason I tried to contact Commander Kipré, who was his officier adjoint, and
this is what Commander Kipré told me. "Colonel, on behalf of the general, he has
said that the fighting is finished and that President Laurent Gbagbo recognises the
victory of President Alassane and that at the end he will make a statement."

So there was an announcement made that the president will give a statement.

Now, given that answer that I received from Commander Kipré, I was called once
again by Captain Bl¢, who was already at the Locodjoro naval base without my
knowledge, he was already there, and he called me and told me "Come and meet me
at the landing at the Treichville."

Q. [10:38:23] Very well. So it was at Captain's Blé's request that you went to the
naval base; is that correct?

A.  [10:38:32] Yes, because based on the information received, as I have told you, he
was in direct contact with the general. *In Treichville the General had already
fought with him. Because I had already said that I had been excluded from the chain
of command. So he was the one who gave me the information and said that we
should go to the Locodjoro naval base. And when I went there I met Lieutenant
Colonel Konan Boniface, Attombré and Gbamelan Charles.

Q. [10:39:24] What you are telling us you already said before, but I'm interested in
something else. You have told us that you tried to call General Dogbo BIé; is that
correct?

A.  [10:39:34] Yes.
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Q.  [10:39:38] But you were not able to speak to him, you spoke with Kipré; is that
correct?

A, [10:39:43] Yes.

Q.  [10:39:49] Why didn't you try to find out further information from your
superiors instead of following other people? You have said that he was in contact
with the authorities. Ihave understood that. But why didn't you insist, why didn't
you insist to speak to General Dogbo Bl¢, who was your superior? Why did it seem
to you to be normal?

A.  [10:40:22] It is quite simple, because after that shelling or bombing, the situation
was confusing. So Kipré talked to me, and Blé told me that the next, the next
location was Locodjoro.

I tried to call General Dogbo BI¢, I couldn't reach him. But after I was told that the
tighting had ended, I tried to go to Locodjoro, because Captain Blé had told me that
they were there. So -- but once I got there, he didn't tell me anything new.

Q. [10:41:18] I have fully understood you, but my question is a bit different. You
have said it was Kipré who told you that the fighting was finished?

A.  [10:41:29] On behalf of the general.

Q. [10:41:31] But he was the one who told you, right? But this is a crucial piece of
information, exceptional information, and this is information that you have to
cross-check, especially a higher-ranking soldier like you with responsibilities?

MR GARCIA: [10:41:52] I object, your Honour. This is becoming argumentative.

I think it's the third time we are going around the same type of question, it's just the
question rephrased. The witness has already answered a couple of times that
question

MR ALTIT: [10:42:09] Monsieur le Président.
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Yes, Maite Altit.

MR ALTIT: (Interpretation) Thank you. We are trying to get an answer from the
witness that could shed light on the situation. And I don't think it is argumentative.
We are trying to have a fact, we are trying to understand what happened and
specifically what the witness was able to do at that particular time.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:42:35] So please put the question directly, we
will have a straightforward answer and then we will see. Without commenting and
saying how important or not important it is, just put the question. Thank you.

MR ALTIT: [10:43:03] (Interpretation)

Q. [10:43:03] Very well. On that day you spoke with General Dogbo Blé?

A.  [10:43:07] Yes, I spoke with him to report on the situation after the shelling.
And I have already answered that question.

Q.  [10:43:20] Thank you for drawing my attention to that.

Did he tell you that the fighting had ended?

A.  [10:43:31] When I called him it was to report on the situation. He was saying,
he told me "Duly noted." But on the second occasion, I was not able to reach him by
telephone. And it was Kipré who gave me this information on his behalf.

Q. [10:43:52] We have understood. But can you simply answer my question by
"yes" or "no"?

A.  [10:43:58] Which question?

Q. [10:44:05] I am observing a pause for the interpreters.

My question was: Did he tell you that the fighting had ended?

A.  [10:44:18] No.

Q.  [10:44:20] No?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:44:21] And this was clear, and this was clear
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from the answer. SoI don't know why we go always -- it was absolutely clear.

MR ALTIT: [10:44:29] (Interpretation)

Q. [10:44:32] Very well. During your testimony you said that Abidjan was the last
bastion. Do you remember using that term?

A, [10:44:44] Yes.

Q. [10:44:45] What did you mean by that?

A.  [10:44:52] What I meant is that the Forces Nouvelles had progressed, advanced
from the north right up to Abidjan, so they had captured the various regions in
between. So they were at the entrance into Abidjan. Abidjan was still under the
responsibility of the Defence and Security Forces.

Q.  [10:45:31] Where did they come from, these New Forces?

A. [10:45:34] From the north.

Q. [10:45:37] To your knowledge, were they well armed?

A. [10:45:43] Yes, based on the information that we had, apparently they were well
armed.

Q.  [10:45:55] Heavy weaponry?

A.  [10:45:57] Based on the information, yes.

Q. [10:46:00] Very well. And based on your information, did they perpetrate
massacres as they advanced from the north to Abidjan?

A. [10:46:14] Based on my information, I would say no, because the fact is that
there was really no fighting from the north right up to the gateway to Abidjan.
There was fighting in Duékoué, yes. But apart from that, they simply advanced
without any obstacles.

Q. [10:46:58] What happened in Duékoué?

A.  [10:47:02] There was an attack and there was fighting in Duékoué, that is against
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the former FDS soldier.

Q. [10:47:16] No massacres of civilian populations?

A. [10:47:29] I cannot confirm, because I was not there, so I cannot confirm whether
those massacres were perpetrated by camp X or Y.

Q. [10:47:53] So you went to the naval base on 5 April?

A. [10:47:57] Yes.

Q. [10:47:58] Was the naval base attacked during that period?

A.  [10:48:05] Not to my knowledge. I did not see any destroyed buildings. Idid
not visit the entire base. When I came out of the office, and the assembly had been
called, I went to a room in Locodjoro to rest.

Q. [10:48:43] You were at that base on 5 April. You arrived early, you rested and
then you left again; is that correct?

A.  [10:48:53] I stayed there for the entire day. I spent the night at the base and I
left the following day back to my home.

Q.  [10:49:04] And up until when did you stay at your home?

A.  [10:49:09] When I arrived my home, I took a shower, I had a change of clothes
and then I went to my junior brother's house in Cocody. And that is where I stayed
until the new authorities asked us to return to our positions.

Q. [10:49:40] Very well. So you resumed service still in the Republican Guard
sometime afterwards. How long afterwards?

A.  [10:50:00] I believe one week after President Gbagbo was arrested.

Q. [10:50:07] Very well. He was arrested on 11 April, so are you confirming to us
that you were once again responsible for the Republican Guard on 18 April; is that
correct?

A.  [10:50:27] I was not the commander of the Republican Guard. I was the
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commander of groupement number 1. And it was as commander of groupement
number 1 and the most senior officer that I started trying to put together all the
elements, all the soldiers to resume work.

Q. [10:50:58] Very well. But you confirm that even though you were the
commander of groupement number 1, on 18 April or thereabouts, you were acting as
the de facto interim commander of the Republican Guard?

A.  [10:51:19] Yes, because I have told you that I was the most senior officer. ButI
will clarify. Commander Kipré Yagba also answered the call. We met at the
Plateau, he came to resume work and he told me, "Colonel, we are at your disposal.
You command and we will execute.”

Q. [10:51:53] Very well. And this particular Kipré, is he still in the

Republican Guard?

A.  [10:52:02] Unfortunately, he is in the Abidjan prison, the MACA.

Q. [10:52:15] Why?

A.  [10:52:16] I believe that the justice or the judicial authorities of my country can
tell you precisely why. But as far as I am concerned, I was called by someone from
Niger, which is a neighbour to Cote d'Ivoire, because one of his relatives had been
arrested and sent to the Republican Guard. So he told me that he had one of his
brothers at the Republican Guard. And I told him not to my knowledge, there is no
one like that at Treichville.

And he told me: No, it is at the Plateau.

I called Commander Kipré, and he confirmed that he had that person in his custody.
And I asked him why had that person been taken in or detained by the

Republican Guard?

He told me he was simply taken in for checking and identification and after that we
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would release him.

Shortly afterwards that foreigner called me again to tell me that his compatriot had
not been released. I once again called Commander Kipré and then he shot back at
me, said it was not my business.

So now I cannot tell you what happened to that person. Maybe other elements
probably testified and which led to his presence at the MACA. Thatis whatI can tell
you.

Q. [10:54:45] Very well. You confirmed to us that on the morning of 5 April the
Republican Guard stopped fighting?

A. [10:54:57] Yes.

Q.  [10:54:59] Do you confirm that on the morning of 5 April the other units of the
Ivorian Armed Forces also stopped fighting?

A.  [10:55:11] Based on the statement of Colonel Gbamelan, I can tell you that after
5 April, all the units in position in Abidjan were in-operational, so they were not in

a position to fight, so as far as I'm concerned there was no longer fighting. Colonel
Gbamelan at the air base said that he received from his superior the rear admiral that
the fighting -- information that the fighting was continuing. That is what I can tell
you at that level.

MR ALTIT: [10:56:27] (Interpretation) Mr President, we have two minutes left.

I think it is a good time to stop.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:56:35] Okay. Now we break and we resume
in half an hour at 11.30.  So the hearing is adjourned. Thank you.

THE COURT USHER: [10:56:43] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.56 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.)

26.09.2016 Page 27



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-79-Red2-ENG CT WT 26-09-2016 28/64 MP T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347
THE COURT USHER: [11:33:45] All rise.
Please be seated.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:34:02] Good morning once again.
Good morning, Mr Witness.
The floor is immediately to Maitre Altit for his questioning.
MR ALTIT: [11:34:18] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.
Q.  [11:34:31] Hello again, Colonel.
A.  [11:34:35] Good morning, Counsel.
Q. [11:34:36] Now, Colonel, you were saying to us at an earlier stage or you were
recounting the attack that you came under in your barracks. Were you warned as
person in charge that the attack was going to occur?
A.  [11:34:59] I was not warned. But by mere anticipation I felt it was coming
because attacks had started at Akouédo camp. And after Akouédo I thought to
myself *that the Republican Guard was a core unit -- I thought there was a distinct
possibility that our Forces of Defence and Security *would be put out of service. It
was mere foresight that enabled me to predict that

[11:35:43] Do you mean that the Akouédo camp was the first one to come under attack?

[11:35:49] Yes, indeed.

Q

A

Q. [11:35:50] And during what period approximately?

A.  [11:35:52] I believe it's the same period, in the afternoon, and we were at night.
Q. [11:36:04] Very well. Were they attacked by the same means, by air?

A.  [11:36:09] Yes, indeed. I believe that all the heavy weaponry and ammunition
were destroyed.

Q. [11:36:23] By the helicopters and the aeroplanes; is that correct?

A. [11:36:28] Yes, indeed.
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Q. [11:36:30] And the other military camps in Abidjan town, did they also come
under attack?

A. [11:36:37] I believe also that Agban camp came under attack.

Q. [11:36:44] And their means were destroyed as well?

A. [11:36:46] I do presume so, because I was not in Agban.

Q. [11:36:50] So subsequent to the bombings in the night of the 4 to 5 April 2011,
would it be correct to say, according to what you claim, that the Ivorian defence
forces do no longer have any heavy weaponry by virtue of the fact that they have
been destroyed?

A. [11:37:10] Yes, indeed.

Q. [11:37:11] Very well. And was it after that date, to your knowledge, that the
military positions or military camps still in Abidjan came under attack over land by
the rebels?

A. [11:37:36] To my knowledge, after that attack by air, there was no longer any
units in combat.

Q. [11:37:49] I'm just going to interrupt you. You know, we are going to be
reading through everything, we need to be specific. We need for everything to be
clear.

There were no longer any combatting units in the Ivorian combatting forces?

A.  Yes, at my level.

Q. [11:38:07] I would like to ask for us to go into private session, with the leave of
the Presiding Judge.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:38:17] Let's go into private session.

Yes, Maitre?

MR KAREMBE: [11:38:23] (Interpretation) My client would like to go into private
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session, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:38:36] We are in private session, I think, yes,
we are.

(Private session at 11.38 a.m.)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Open session at 11.40 a.m.)

MR ALTIT: [11:41:02] (Interpretation)

Q. [11:41:04] Now, Colonel, I was asking you whether you had been warned of the
attack. Yousaid no. My question now is more general in nature. Were you --
THE COURT OFFICER: [11:41:17] We are now in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:41:21] Thank you.

Mr Altit.

MR ALTIT: [11:41:24] Thank you, Mr President. And thank you also to the
courtroom officer.

Q.  [11:41:33] Colonel, were you in one or another as person in charge,
senior-ranking person in charge, in contact with officers or civilian, French civilian
people in charge during that entire period or in contact with leaders of the RHDP,
rebel leaders -- and when I say "the entire period," I mean before the attack on your
barracks or during or after the attack on your barracks until 11 April 2011?

THE INTERPRETER: [11:42:08] Message from the English interpreter: Counsel
needs to be requested to slow down.

THE WITNESS: [11:42:12] (Interpretation) No, not at all.

MR ALTIT: (Interpretation)
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Q. [11:42:13] Not atall. Very well.

You said last time that your current deputy is called Wattao; is that correct?

A. Yes, indeed, Wattao Issiaka.

Q. [11:42:36] Wattao Issiaka, very well. What is his grade at the

Republican Guard?

A. [11:42:43] Lieutenant colonel.

Q.  [11:42:45] Very well. And more specifically, what is he in charge of?

A.  [11:42:53] He is in charge of replacing me and he is actually acting in my
absence.

Q. [11:43:03] Very well. Does he know that you are here?

A. [11:43:08] of course.

Q. [11:43:14] Now, this gentleman, your current deputy, did he have a role,
a political or military role from 2002 to 2010?

A. [11:43:30] I do believe that he was number 2 in the Forces Nouvelles.

Q. [11:43:41] Number 2 behind whom?

A.  [11:43:44] Behind the current general Bakayoko, the current chief of general
staff.

Q. [11:43:50] Very well. And who was the chief of the Forces Nouvelles?

A.  [11:43:54] I said General Bakayoko. He was the --

Q. [11:43:59] There was nobody above him?

A.  [11:44:01] Military speaking, it was him.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:44:04] Slow, please.

THE INTERPRETER: [11:44:05] Things are being missed because of the speed.
Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:44:09] Slow, please. Otherwise we miss part

26.09.2016 Page 32



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-79-Red2-ENG CT WT 26-09-2016 33/64 MP T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347

of your questions or answers.

MR ALTIT: [11:44:31]

Q.  [11:44:31] So he was number 2 in the organisational chart, the military
organisational chart of the Forces Nouvelles; is that what you're saying?

A. [11:44:40] I can't confirm it. That is the information that [ had. I was not with
the Forces Nouvelles and, as such, I can't confirm it, but that is according to the
information that I had, he was number 2.

Q.  [11:44:57] And today you are not in a position to confirm either that at the time
he was number 2?

A. [11:45:05] I asked him and he said that he was indeed number 2.

Q. [11:45:10] Very well. Where was he based during, Mr Wattao, that is, during
the post-election crisis? So to simplify, and you can pick me up on this if you want
to specify a more interesting period of time or during the first round of the elections,
end of October 2010 till April 2011, where was he based?

A.  [11:45:42] I was not aware of his position. I was not in contact with him to
know where he was based. I can't answer that.

[11:45:50] Was he in Abidjan?

[11:45:53] Thank you.

[11:45:57] Was he in Abidjan?

[11:45:59] I don't know that either.

[11:46:03] Did he take part in the battle of Abidjan?

> O » O »

[11:46:12] The FRCI entered Abidjan on 31 March. And they were part of the
Forces Nouvelles at the time, so I suppose that they must have been in Abidjan too.
Q. [11:46:31] Very well. And to your knowledge did he directly have command

over troops during that period, is what I mean?
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A. [11:46:46] Yes, he was in charge of an area and, as such, he had soldiers under
his responsibility.

Q. [11:46:59] An area, do you mean a geographical area in the north of the country;
is that what you mean?

A.  [11:47:07] Well, in Abidjan he was in charge of making secure, and he started in
Treichville until the southern frontier.

Q. [11:47:20] Very well. So what you are saying is that he was in charge of
Treichville?

A. [11:47:24] Yes, or the area.

Q. [11:47:26] And from Treichville into the entire zone that covers --

THE INTERPRETER: [11:47:34] Overlapping speakers, Mr President. We can't
interpret.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:47:38] Yes. Imean, you're exchanging as if it
was a dialogue among the two of you, but there are a lot of people involved, so you
have to take care about this.

MR ALTIT: [11:48:03]

Q.  [11:48:03] So I shall put the question to you again. When you say "the southern
frontier," what are you talking about?

A.  [11:48:12] I am talking about Noé towards Aboisso.

Q. [11:48:18] Very well. And if  understand you correctly, and please stop me if
I am wrong, you said that there were some of his men who were in that area, men
who during the period where he was responsible to him reported back to him; is that
correct?

A.  [11:48:36] Yes, naturally.

Q. [11:48:37] Very well. To your knowledge were there any massacres from
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April 2011 in that area?

A.  [11:48:50] No.

Q.  [11:49:04] Let me come back a few moments, with your leave, to the issue of the
ammunition but from another angle. You said that you had taken part in what you
called a cleaning-up operation?

A.  [11:49:19] I did not say that I took part, unless I'm wrong.

Q.  [11:49:24] Oh, mm-hmm. But well, let's check together. Then we'll be sure
about what we're saying and what we're doing, all right?

A.  [11:49:43] All right.

Q. [11:50:00] Now in the French transcript dated 23 September at page 22, and I
read, in response to a question put to you by the Presiding Judge, in response to

a question put to you by the Presiding Judge, this is line 27, and I'm going to start by
quoting the entire excerpt here, it is line 25, and I quote you -- can you hear me?

A.  [11:50:42] I can hear you.

Q. [11:50:43] "As acting commander of the Republican Guard, as acting
commander of the Republican Guard, so my offices are to be found at the palace and
in the basement also of the palace. And it was before me that this cleaning operation
took place. It was before me that this cleaning operation took place."

So that was before you, was it?

A. [11:51:26] When I say "before me" it means to say that I was acting.

Q. [11:51:32] I apologise for interrupting you once again. I think that we will,
and this is -- because you didn't answer me directly. So let things -- you need to let
a little bit of time go by before you answer me, all right? I think you can answer
now.

A.  [11:51:56] Well, it was during whilst I was acting commander at the palace that
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the cleaning operation took place, so it was with regard to it happening before me.

So let me rectify.

Q. [11:52:17] Let me put the question to you somewhat differently.

A. [11:52:21] I'm all ears.

Q.  [11:52:22] Now, all those boxes of ammunition, did you see them?

A.  [11:52:28] Yes, a long time afterwards, because the person in charge of
ammunition who reports to me, that is Warrant Officer Yah Jules (phon), he is the
person who reported back to me as to the presence of those boxes. But I said that
most of that ammunition had been taken away from the palace with a view to being
stored in other depots that were far more adequate in order to avoid any drama
occurring with the presence of that ammunition in the basement of the palace.

Q. [11:53:12] And do I understand you correctly when I say that those boxes of
ammunition were transferred but theyre still within the palace?

A. [11:53:24] I said that those boxes of ammunition, because this was ammunition
that had been removed by the logistics office of the Licorne forces of the general staff,
the UNMAS, and all of that ammunition was removed and placed in far larger depots
that were, you know, specialised and adequate for receiving this type of ammunition.
Q. [11:54:01] And where are those depots to be found?

A.  [11:54:07] In Akakro, there is an arms depot that was newly created, and that is
where we dropped off some ammunition; and also in Yamoussoukro there is further
ammunition. And other ammunition had been destroyed because it was out of date,
I believe.

Q.  [11:54:36] And at that moment in time you were in charge of the security of the
palace, amongst other things; is that correct?

A.  [11:54:43] Yes, I was acting during that period of the cleanup.
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Q. [11:54:50] Very well. So if I understand you correctly, from what you say, you
saw part of the boxes in situy, if I may say, in the basement before they were
transferred, and then you saw part of the boxes elsewhere in other depots; is that
right?

A.  [11:55:10] That's not correct. During the cleaning-up process I was not present
when the ammunition boxes were taken away.

Q.  [11:55:21] Let me rephrase my question. Did you see those boxes before they
left the basement, before this infamous cleaning up operation?

A. [11:55:34] I did not see those boxes.

Q. [11:55:36] Very well. Second question, you saw them after the cleaning up
process in another place; is that correct?

A. [11:55:47] Indeed, because when the basement was cleared out, they were put in
the garden before being transferred to secure places that I mentioned before.

Q. [11:56:04] So you saw them in the gardens?

A.  [11:56:08] Yes, when we were conducting the cleanup operation.

Q. [11:56:15] Very well. That's crystal clear.

If you saw the boxes, then you saw the little stickers on the boxes, did you not?

A. [11:56:24] I am not able to tell you whether I have any memory of what was
written on them.

Q. [11:56:33] Well, that's a little bothersome because that's precisely the question

I was going to put to you as to what was written on those stickers. Don't you recall?
A.  [11:56:46] No.

Q. [11:56:47] It didn't strike you in any way?

MR GARCIA: [11:56:49] I'm going to object, your Honour. That's argumentative.

The witness was already -- this is the third time we are asking the question, whether
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the witness does remember or not on.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:56:57] Excuse me, but I am always fascinated
by these questions where we have photographs, what is written on there. I think we
have photographs, documents where we see what's written on them. Why should
now the witness say something about it, what we can prove with the document?

And the witness said, "I don't know, I don't remember."

MR ALTIT: [11:57:31] (Interpretation) For quite a simple reason, Mr President.
Firstly, that we do not have the photographs for each of the boxes, and then we do not
know what might have been written before such and such a date. What we do have
are photographs taken at a certain date, and it might be that the witness may or could
have been able to shed light upon things that were important.

However, Mr President, you are right in saying, and with your leave let us move on
to the photographs.

Q. [11:58:06] Now, Mr Witness, I'm going to show to you very rapidly, be
reassured, a document that was shown to you prior, CIV-OTP-0048-1651, and I'm
going to be showing you two very brief excerpts. The first, and we're in charge here,
so the first, the time code is as follows, 1:53 to 2:05.

MR ALTIT: [11:59:51] (Interpretation)

[11:59:59] Mr Witness, can you see the photograph?

[12:00:05] Not yet. Yes.

[12:00:21] Can you see the photograph?

> O >

[12:00:22] I can see it.
Q.  [12:00:25] This is what is known as a screenshot, that is a photograph taken from
the video footage which was shown to you by the Prosecutor last time. Do you

remember?
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A.  [12:00:40] Yes.

Q. [12:00:42] Can you look at that sticker and tell me whether there is anything
unusual, significant on there?

A. [12:01:00] No.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:01:11] A mistake, you mean?

MR ALTIT: [12:01:16] Oui.

Q.  [12:01:23] (Interpretation) Yes, that is precisely what the Presiding Judge is
referring to, Mr Witness. Can you see the errors in the address of -- the spelling
errors for the addressee?

A.  [12:01:42] There is an "E" which is missing. In fact, from Cote they have put
"D" instead of "T," and then they have written "Evoire," not "Ivoire." That is not the
name of Cote d'Ivoire.

Q. [12:02:11] Yes, that is not the name of Coéte d'Ivoire.

My question to you is as follows, as a military leader, I believe you have already seen
boxes of ammunition before?

A.  [12:02:25] Yes.

Q.  [12:02:28] Did you see any boxes of military equipment or ammunition coming
from this Israeli company, "Ramat, Israel Military Industries" indicated there?

A.  [12:02:51] No.

Q. [12:02:53] Have you seen any boxes of weapons, ammunition or military
equipment during your career with so many errors on the label?

A.  [12:03:09] No.

Q. [12:03:15] Very well. To your knowledge, from which country did most

of -- did most of the ammunition in the basement of the palace, from which country

did they come from?
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A.  [12:03:35] Thank you, Counsel. AsIsaid a short while ago, I was not
responsible for procurement. It was General Dogbo Blé who was responsible for
procurement, so he is the one who can tell you about the provenance.

Q. [12:03:54] Very well. Now let me rephrase. As far as you know, in the garden
or yard where you saw the cases or boxes, the cases that you saw, where did they
come from?

A.  [12:04:16] I believe I have already answered that question. I did not have any
real interest on the provenance of those boxes, so I really cannot help you here.

Q.  [12:04:41] But you are helping us. You have said during your testimony that
the Dioula elements of your close protection had left the barracks; is that correct?
[12:05:03] Yes.

[12:05:05] Do you remember when they left?

[12:05:10] In March, in March.

[12:05:23] Very well. Did they leave with their weapons?

[12:05:30] No.

o > 0 > O

[12:05:33] And where did they go to?

A.  [12:05:41] They went to their various homes, that is some of them. Some of
them went to unknown destinations, because I have said that one of them had been
visited unexpectedly by unidentified persons that had broken into his home. But
fortunately for him, he was absent.

Q. [12:06:18] To your knowledge, did some of them go to the Golf hotel?

A.  [12:06:26] Not my men, particularly because they did not say that they were at
the Golf.

Q. [12:06:48] And subsequently did you ever learn that some of your men went to

the Golf?
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A.  [12:06:55] After the crisis, when I was dropped off to my junior brother's house
in Cocody, I had a driver and two bodyguards who went to park the vehicle in the
park of the naval base, because those were the instructions I had given them.

On their way, they were stopped and taken to the Golf. It was afterwards that the
wife of one of the bodyguards told me where they were. So it was well after that,
that is after the shelling of 4 and 5 April.

Q.  [12:08:03] On two occasions you also mentioned the approximately 100 people,
some of whom were speaking English and you saw them inside your barracks; is that
correct?

A. [12:08:23] Yes.

Q. [12:08:26] My question is simple. You told us a short while ago that the battle
of Abidjan started in the second half of March. That is a time frame. Now, that
could serve as a reference. That is in reference to that. Approximately when did
you see those people?

A.  [12:08:56] It was precisely during that period that they arrived.

Q. [12:09:00] Very well. You have told us that we heard some of them speaking
English; is that correct?

A. [12:09:14] That is correct.

Q.  [12:09:16] But amongst themselves which language were they speaking?

A.  [12:09:27] It was a vernacular, a dialect of Liberia. I said in my prior statement
that as a second lieutenant I had worked in the western area during the Liberian crisis,
so I was familiar with these people, so it was the way those people spoke English that
I concluded that these were people from that area.

Q. [12:10:22] To your knowledge what was their ethnic group, these particular

people?
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A.  [12:10:37] I cannot tell you. It was their accent and their vernacular languages.
When I was at the border, when they crossed over into Cote d'Ivoire, it was those
dialects, that manner of speaking their dialects, and when they spoke English it was
as if they were speaking their local languages.

Q. [12:11:15] Colonel, isn't it more common from people coming from the same
village, the same area, the same town, to speak their own language rather than

a patois or lingua franca.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:11:41] I was just waiting for the -- I don't
know. This is a speculation, you are not requesting a fact.

MR ALTIT: [12:11:54] (Interpretation) Mr President, we are trying to clarify a certain
number of complicated points within a specific context and we have to know what
happened. And I have understood your point, but I think the question is quite
legitimate because it makes it possible, well, I don't want to say what I'm thinking
because the witness is listening. But it allows us to just better understand the way it
worked, if I can put it that way.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:12:34] But we are drawing the conclusions.
Not the witness. The witness is telling us facts, if he knows, and we are drawing the
conclusions out of that. So now you are requesting the witness that he gives an
estimation of what he thinks, what he can speculate, but for sure not a fact. Sol
would ask you to continue. Thank you.

MR ALTIT: [12:13:03] (Interpretation) Very well, Mr President.

Q. [12:13:17] Now, regarding these people, you stated, I believe, that you did not
speak with them; is that correct?

A, [12:13:29] Yes.

Q. [12:13:35] So you only heard a few of them speaking this dialect that you refer
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to?

A.  [12:13:47] I should say that there were a lot of people, a lot of groups in the
Treichville area. So they were in groups, so you really didn't need to be very close to
them to hear them speak. The camp was packed full with people so it's possible to
hear people speaking.

Q. [12:14:24] Very well. Would it be correct to say that these are the same two
ethnic -- the same ethnic groups on both sides of the border between Liberia and
Cote d'Ivoire?

A.  [12:14:45] Yes, it's practically the same ethnic groups.

Q. [12:14:49] Is it correct to say that those ethnic groups have their own languages?
A.  [12:14:56] I think the question is complicated. Groups, ethnic groups, but
within the major groups there are other different groups. But we can say that it is
possible for some to be related, but when you listen to their pronunciation and the
tone of language, you can know that one is from the Cote d'Ivoire side and the other
is from the Liberian side, because of the accent. So you can be -- identify their
origins based on the accent.

Q. [12:15:50] Very well. Now can you tell us when you were appointed to this
extremely important position that you occupied during the crisis?

A.  [12:16:05] I became the commander of groupement number 1 on

4 December 2004.

Q. [12:16:23] Very well. And you remained as commander of groupement
number 1 and you had to secure and provide security for the presidency of the
republic and the residence from 2004 to 2011, before the new administration; is that
correct?

A. [12:17:02] That is correct.
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Q. [12:17:07] Very well. Would you say that in your job description, to put it that
way, the element of trust was important, that is trust in you on the part of the
authorities? This was a very sensitive position and you stayed there for more than
Six years.

A. [12:17:35] Yes, the element of trust is important or was important.

Q. [12:17:45] Very well. And that same trust, and that same trust given to you by
your hierarchy, and the Gbagbo administration, that same trust was given to you
immediately by the Ouattara government a few days later; is that correct?

A.  [12:18:21] When you are talking about granted immediately are you talking
about trust? Well, I do not believe so. Isaid that I was the acting commander for at
least about nine months before being confirmed in that position. ~After the events,
given that I was the most senior remaining officer who had answered the call of the
authorities of the republic, the administration had to continue. So I had to assume
the responsibilities at the level of the palace because a new administration was in
place. So a document was needed to enable me, authorising me to assume those
duties and it started with the message designating me as acting commander.

Q.  [12:19:42] And during that interim period your responsibilities were the same as
under the Gbagbo government, that is security of the palace and the residence?

A.  [12:19:55] *That is the Republican Guard’s mission.

MR ALTIT: [12:20:00] Thank you, Mr Witness.

Mr President, I have no further questions.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:20:07] Thank you very much. I think it's
good, good news for all of us. I would, as we have 40 minutes, I would ask now
the Defence of Mr Blé Goudé to start and then we will see how -- we go until 1 and

then we continue after lunch.
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MR KNOOPS: [12:20:31] Thank you, Mr President. Mr Séri Zokou will lead the
examination on behalf of our team. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:20:43] Yes. Thank you very much. Now,
Mr Witness, it's time for the Defence of Mr Blé Goudé. The Defence of Mr Gbagbo
has terminated. But I can say that you will finish today with very --

THE WITNESS: [12:21:01] (Interpretation) Thank you. Thank you, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:21:16] It's very likely that you will finish.
THE WITNESS: Thank you, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Maitre Zokou.

MR ZOKOU: [12:21:38] (Interpretation) Your Honour, I am ready to begin. But it is
just that I had wanted not to truncate my questioning, so if it can be arranged in such
a way that I start and finish at once I would be able to finish in a reasonable time. It
is just a practical aspect.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:22:10] Yes, but the Chamber would prefer to
finish earlier this evening than have now a longer timing, so I think, as far as we have
nearly 40 minutes to go, I think we can for sure start now and then interrupt at

1 o'clock. Thank you.

MR ZOKOU: [12:22:59] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

QUESTIONED BY MR ZOKOU:

Q. [12:23:06] Good afternoon, Mr Witness.

A. [12:23:13] Good afternoon.

Q. [12:23:15] I am Maitre Séri Zokou, a member of the team, the Defence team of
Mr Charles Blé Goudé. We have talked a lot about Treichville. I can tell you that

I am also a child of Treichville and the Appolo neighbourhood is a neighbourhood

where I was born in 18 February 19 -- I was there in 1992.
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I will begin by some additional information on military information -- military
organisation, because you are a high-ranking officer.

Once again, can you confirm to us who is the current chief of general staff in
Cote d'Ivoire?

[12:24:28] I have already said it.

[12:24:33] Mr Bakayoko?

[12:24:36] General Soumaila Bakayoko.

[12:24:41] From which region does General Bakayoko hail?

[12:24:49] The north.

Can you tell us who is the commander of the ground forces currently?
[12:25:00] General Gahoussou.

[12:25:07] And where is he from?

[12:25:09] He is also from the north.

[12:25:11] And the navy commander?

[12:25:18] Rear admiral Djakaridja Konaté.

c o> 0 » 0 >» 0 » 0 > 0 »

[12:25:36] From which region? And who is the commander --

THE INTERPRETER: [12:25:42] Mr President, there is no pause at all. We cannot
get the questions and the answers.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:25:49] Alors, there is no pause at all between
question and answers, so you make work of the translators very difficult. Please.
MR ZOKOU: [12:26:03] (Interpretation) Thank you.

A.  [12:26:14] The supreme commander of the gendarmerie has two deputies;
Brigadier General Bamba and Brigadier General Kouassi Nicolas.

Q. [12:26:32] Can you tell us where they come from.

A. [12:26:38] Vako comes from the north and Nicolas from the centre.
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[12:26:42] Very well. And the commander of the special forces?

[12:26:48] General Lassina Doumbia.

[12:26:53] And where does he come from?

[12:26:57] Bouaké.

o > 0 > 0O

[12:27:08] Very well, Bouaké. And the name, his name is from which area,
which region?

A.  [12:27:18] The name is a name from the north. You have one of my officers,
Kouassi Rodrigue, he had a name from the centre but he came from the Gagnoa
region, so we have to be careful about the provenance of names.

[12:27:44] He came from Bouaké?

[12:27:46] Yes. He did all his studies in Bouaké.

[12:27:51] Very well. And at the GSPR, who is the deputy commander?
[12:28:00] Lieutenant colonel Chérif Ousmane.

[12:28:12] And from which region?

[12:28:15] Also from Bouaké.

e o> 0 > O > 0

[12:28:16] And concerning Commander Chérif Ousmane, before Mr Ouattara
acceded to power, he was in which unit, which force?

A. [12:28:36] He was a member of the Forces Nouvelles.

Q. [12:28:49] Very well. Still regarding lieutenant colonel Chérif Ousmane, are
you aware that there are proceedings, judicial proceedings against him initiated by
the Ivorian government?

A.  [12:29:08] Yes, he was contacted for preliminary investigations.

Q.  [12:29:15] Very well. Last but not least, who is the current commander of the
battalion for the security of the southwest?

A.  [12:29:35] Lieutenant Colonel Pallet Jammy (phon).
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Q.  [12:29:43] And who did Lieutenant Colonel Pallet Jammy replace?

A.  [12:29:51] It is true that there were transfers. *It was Lossoni who was there, I
think.

Q. [12:29:59] What about Dirrassouba Youssouf?

[12:30:02] Yes, Dirrassouba, that name rings a bell; yes, that’s right.

[12:30:07] And of which ethnic origin are both of them, Mr Witness?

[12:30:13] They are from the north.

S

[12:30:16] And with regard to the security, the battalion for the security of the
east, do you have any idea who is the current commander and who was the previous
commander, if possible?

A.  [12:30:34] The preceding, no, but the current is the chef de battalion Moriba
Kaba and he was one of my soldiers.

Q. [12:30:45] And of which ethnic origin is he?

A. [12:30:49] He is also from the north.

Q. [12:30:55] Thank you. I will wrap up this point. Mr Fofié, I would ask you to
tell me, he was in charge of the Korhogo fourth battalion; is that correct?

[12:31:19] That is correct.

[12:31:21] That's correct, then. And Mr Fofié, of which origin is he?

[12:31:27] He hails from the east.

[12:31:29] I'd like to thank you, Colonel.

Thank you.

o > 0 > O

Colonel, let's go forward with a further sequence of questions. Now, I'd like to
elicit clarification with regard to information that you furnished as to some of the
officers that you came across towards the end of the battle in Abidjan. And as to the

number of those -- as among those officers you have Lieutenant Colonel Attoungbré,
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these officers were indeed officers from the FDS, we do agree?

A. [12:32:08] That is correct.

Q. [12:32:15] Could you tell me the ethnic origin of Lieutenant Colonel Attoungbré,
please?

A. [12:32:26] He is a Baoulé.

Q. [12:32:34] Thank you. We also talked about Boniface Konan, colonel major.
Konan Boniface, could you please tell us what his functions were within the hierarchy
of the FDS?

A.  [12:32:53] Latterly he was the commander of the theatre in -- theatre of
operations in Yamoussoukro.

Q. [12:33:06] Was he not also the chief of the DMIR, D-M-I-R, at a given moment in
time?

A.  [12:33:12] Of course. He had the DMIR and it was from the DMIR that he got
this position, he became the commander of theatre of --

THE INTERPRETER: [12:33:22] Overlapping speakers, impossible to interpret.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:33:26] Again. I'm the one who is blamed.
Only because you are not disciplined, I am blamed. Okay, please.

MR ZOKOU: [12:33:55] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [12:34:00] Now with regard to colonel major Boniface Konan, with regard to the
functions that you have just described, could we say that he was one of the most
important officers amongst the FDS?

A. [12:34:17] Yes, indeed.

Q.  [12:34:22] Now with regard to colonel major Boniface Konan, of what ethnic
origin is he?

A. [12:34:40] He is a Baoulé.
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Q.  [12:34:57] So I'm going to move ahead, seeking specific clarification with regard
to these FDS members, and come to lieutenant colonel Ohoukou Mody whom

I believe you already mentioned. With regard to his ethnic origin, you said that he is
an Abidji; is that correct?

A. [12:35:21] Okay. Yes, that's right.

Q. [12:35:37] And with regard to colonel Aby who was the deputy to Dogbo Bl¢,
the commander of the corps, the commanding officer, do you have any idea as to his
ethnic origin?

A. [12:35:53] I believe he is M'Batto, I believe.

Q. [12:36:01] Now maybe for the transcript we might spell it, M-B-A-T-T-O?

A.  [12:36:15] M apostrophe, in fact.

Q. [12:36:18] Yes, indeed, M apostrophe. Now Colonel, you, on a number of
occasions talked about these ethnic origins of these people involved in the combat. I
would like to summarise with regard to these ethnic groups with your leave, in order
for us to clearly define things?

A. [12:36:51] I did answer questions with regard to ethnic groups.

Q. [12:36:54] Yes, indeed. Thanks for clarifying that. Now, taking into account
the various answers provided, I note, as ethnic groups, that there was Attiés, there
were some Abbey, there were some Baoulé, there were some Abidji, as we have just
seen, there were some M'Battos, and some Dida and some Bété. And then you said
there were some Akan like yourself, some Apollon.

So in order for us to situate ourselves with regard to all of these ethnic groups and
understand things clearly I would like to present to the Chamber a document, and
this document is under reference CIV-D25-0014-005.

I apologise, 0005.
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THE INTERPRETER: [12:39:31] Microphone please, Counsel.

MR ZOKOU: [12:39:34] (Interpretation)

Q.  [12:39:36] Mr Witness, can you see this map?

Two seconds please, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:40:06] This was the document added, right?
This was the document added after I said that it's not the right thing to do to have so
many documents, then we arrived in the office and I saw a new email coming in
with -- relating to the documents. And instead of what I thought, that they have cut
to half, other two were added. No, just this is for the record.

MR ZOKOU: [12:40:39] (Interpretation) But, Mr President, we'll be using only one
document. That's what I just wanted to reassure you about.

Q. [12:40:53] Now, Mr Witness, with regard to the ethnic groups that we have
mentioned, you can confirm that these ethnic groups were mentioned in what you
had to say?

A, [12:41:07] Yes.

Q.  [12:41:10] Now this map places the main ethnic groups that we mentioned on
a map, and it's is quite visible to the naked eye. If I take the example of the Baoulé,
where would you locate them?

[12:41:44] They re in the centre.

[12:41:44] In the centre. If I take the example of the Abbey?

[12:41:52] Well, they're somewhat towards the south, towards Abidjan.
[12:41:58] And the Attié?

[12:42:02] The same thing applies.

[12:42:05] And I think that just below that there are the Abidji?

> o > O » 0O »

[12:42:15] Yes, I can see that.
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Q.  [12:42:17] And where are they located? We can see it, but can you tell us?
A.  [12:42:21] They are further south.

Q.  [12:42:28] The M'Battos are not on there, but could you tell us where they are?
You know where they are.

[12:42:42] I think it's towards the south, the south.

[12:42:45] Very well. Of course, I need to ask you where the Bétés are?
[12:42:59] Somewhat to the southwest when we look at the map.

[12:43:07] But generally they're said to be where?

[12:43:10] To the west.

[12:43:11] To the central-western part of the country?

[12:43:15] Well, the central-western part, halfway, if you like.

e o> 0 » 0 > 0 »

[12:43:20] Very well. Now that we have located these various ethnic groups,
could you tell me, apart from the Bété and the Dida, and the other ethnic groups I
mentioned, Baoulé, Abidji, M'Batto, Attiés, Abbey, to which ethnic and linguistic
group they belonged to?

A.  [12:43:55] Are you talking about the Abbey and the Attié?

Q.  All of those groups, to which large ethnic group did they belong to?

A.  [12:44:05] To the Akan group.

Q.  [12:44:19] And with regard to the Bété and the Dida, which group did they
belong to -- so that's fine, the president has read the map and the groups are indeed
well indicated. But it was necessary for to us hear the witness confirming that.
Now, Colonel Amichia, Mr Witness, with regard to the explanation that you have
provided us with, would it be correct to say that, culturally speaking, geographically
speaking, the Krou group or the ethnic group belonging to that ethnic group and the

others belonging to the Akan group are different, from the view point that I have just
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stated, and that they are not related.

MR GARCIA: [12:45:29] Your Honour, I object to this question. I'm not quite sure
if the witness understands, but there's one thing --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:45:32] No, but I don't understand, if the
witness is a military person or an ethnologist, or is an expert in ethnology, I don't
know.

MR GARCIA: [12:45:42] There is one more matter as well, your Honour. Imean
this is Defence counsel, it's for him to lead his questioning as he sees fit. But I was
expecting at one point he would ask the witness if he agrees with the inscriptions on
this, on this map as to where the different groups are. I think that should have been
the opening question. Because we've been actually working along that presumption,
and we're just asking to question to the witness as to what he sees on a map, which
we can all do without the witness.

So I'm not here to give any instructions to Defence counsel, but this is what, these are
the notices that I'd like to put on the record.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:46:15] No. And I like to say that we had
difficulties to find an agreement on the map of Abidjan, which I think is more easy to
find an agreement on. And now we are working on a map where somebody put
some names on. I really have a hard time to understand how we can work on, on
this map.

But, first of all, I would like to say I think that the witness is not an ethnologist, but

a military person. And why should he answer questions about the ethnic groups.
And I don't know what -- in which capacity he is asked and answered this question.
MR ZOKOU: [12:47:12] (Interpretation) Mr President, I am really referring to the

statement of the witness, to his initial testimony, to his testimony before the court.
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And I even recall that the Prosecutor, when talking about the ethnic origin of the
witness himself, said that it was one of the most important points and that this
ethnicity was considered to be at the origin of a certain number of things. And there
is the entire reasoning with regard to what the witness has been saying as to the
reasons for him being excluded which call upon this notion. So I think it's very
important to make the most of his presence here, because he has shown us his very
clear knowledge, he comes from this country and he is in a position to be able to shed
light on matters for the Chamber.

This is the underlying idea, but let us not dwell on the matter. It's just something
that we wanted to visit. However, I was asking the witness to quite simply state, for
us to understand things correctly, that the Akan and the Krou groups were two
distinct ethnic groups.

Q. Can you confirm that fact?

A.  [12:48:52] As the map shows, I can indeed make that statement.

Q.  [12:49:01] I thank you, Mr Witness.

MR N'DRY: [12:49:20] (Interpretation) Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:49:23] Maitre N'Dry, now you are opposing
the question of your colleague, it seems. Maitre N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [12:49:33] (Interpretation) No, Mr President. This is not an objection
by Defence against Defence, but in fact I need to explain something. Because we
need to understand what's going on. Maitre Altit at an earlier stage spoke about
cultural information and we believe that it is important for you to understand the
approach here.

The approach is to make a parallel between the document containing the charges.

The document containing the charges has important information that does not
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comply with the important sociological data of Cote d'Ivoire, it is not in keeping with
it. Notably, that those who comprised the loyalists, the forces of defence and
security, those in charge were in the main people of Bété ethnic origin and from
related, from their related group.

So what my learned colleague Maitre Zokou is attempting to do is present to the
Chamber the reality of the composition of the Ivorian army. That is why I am
intervening, so that your Chamber can follow this demonstration that Maitre Zokou is
providing you with.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:51:28] Maitre N'Dry, excuse me, but do you
think we don't understand, we don't follow, we have not understood yet things, how
they unfold, or do you think we have understood only at the end of the trial?

So, please, I think we do understand. We are here, we are following and we do
understand what is going on. Therefore, I think to continuously go back to the same
things with each and every witness, with every questioner, I think it's too much. I
mean we do understand.

So please, Maitre Zokou, please go ahead, keeping in mind that we are -- first,

the Chamber is following, thinking and understanding things. Okay, thank you
very much.

MR N'DRY: [12:52:23] (Interpretation) Mr President, we are delighted that you are
understanding. But the difficulty for we, Defence counsel, is that we cannot
presume that so we are obliged to come back and belabour certain things. But if you
say that you are understanding things then we are delighted, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:52:44] Sometimes, but sometimes you should
presume some things. Thank you.

Mr Zokou, please.
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MR ZOKOU: [12:52:54] (Interpretation) I am equally delighted as Maitre N'Dry.
Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [12:53:02] Now, Mr Witness, we can move on to another point now. So let us
come to it, Mr Witness, Colonel Amichia, in order to accede to the position of
command of the Republican Guard in Treichville, did you have to pass an exam?

A.  [12:53:27] No.

Q. [12:53:33] And how did you manage to get to the top then, how did you manage
to get to that position?

A.  [12:53:42] Thank you, Counsel. Before that I was at the national office of civil
protection. And one morning, I believe that it was at the end of the month of
November, I received a phone call from General Dogbo Blé saying that he needed an
officer to replace Colonel Adolphe Kéké, who is the commander of groupement
number 1. And that is how I then said, "Yes, General, but do allow me the time to
get to you."

And I went to his office in order to provide him with my agreement. Even though
I am a military man, when you receive an assignment you execute it. And as you
said to me at an earlier, asked me whether I passed an exam or not, I said no.
However, there is the professional progression and there is the information that one
can glean about a given officer that one wants to recruit. So I believe that the general
had seen Colonel René Sako who had said to him, I believe, that he thought that
colonel Amichia might be the right man. And that's how he approached me.

Q.  [12:55:54] Now, once General Dogbo Blé had made this proposal for you to be
assigned to that position, who then backed up that suggestion by decree?

A.  [12:56:22] It was the chief of general staff who then confirms that assignment,

because the general staff manages all of the assignments and the assignments come
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from the general staff, notably that such-and-such an individual has been posted from
such-and-such a corps to another.

Q. [12:56:47] So this posting was not subsequently confirmed by some form of legal
instrument?

A.  [12:56:59] Well, it is a message that is sent with a decision for assignment for the
post within the groupement number 1 by the Ministry of Defence, I believe.

Q. [12:57:16] You're talking about a nomination decision coming from the

Ministry of Defence. Is there no decree?

A. [12:57:27] It is a decision, an arrété.

Q. Taken by the ministry, an order taken by the ministry?

A.  [12:57:39] Yes, an order taken by the ministry.

Q. [12:57:43] So could we then consider that this nomination was for you an
honour, a promotion?

A.  [12:57:57] Yes, in this instant case it was, because this was my first post in
command and it was an honour that was being bestowed upon me. That is what it
was.

Q.  [12:58:26] So at the time of this nomination, following the process that you have
just followed through, going through the commanding officer, all of those people who
proposed your name to that post of command did not know what your ethnic origin
was, or could they have been in the dark?

A.  [12:58:58] They couldn't have been in the dark, in view of the fact that within the
general staff they had the CV of all the officers so they know this fact upfront.

Q.  [12:59:14] Colonel, you stated on a number of times that the reasons or reasons
for you being excluded, to your mind, was your ethnic origin. Do we agree that that

is what you stated?
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A.  [12:59:49] Yes. But I said that it was a phenomenon.

Q.  [12:59:55] I can read your statement to you if you like.

A.  [12:59:57] I know that that's what I say -- said. But, you know, when you get to
a certain stage, my wife came from the north, I was also an Akan. There was the
RHDP and the LMP, but if you find also Bétés in the RHDP you also find Apolloniens
and Akans on the other side, so you are not going to make a major phenomenon out
of a reality.

Q. [13:00:47] Nevertheless, if I stick to the statement that you made on

22 September, page 45 of the transcript of that date, lines 20 to 21, you stated: "I was
told that by view of my ethnic group I was not a man to be trusted." End of quote.
So let's limit ourselves to this statement as to whether you stated this or not.

A. [13:01:26] Yes. And, if possible, I can elaborate.

Q. [13:01:34] You are an Appolo or N'Zima, so are you saying that the N'Zima
people, to which group you belonged, did not support Laurent Gbagbo?

A.  [13:02:07] Whatever I belong to I'm still an Akan. Obviously, this was a people
based on perception. In the area of Grand-Bassam you have the Apollo people near
the bridge. Then you have the Zabouré (phon) on the Moossou area. And this was
the origin, the place of origin of the first lady. So based on personal circumstances,
those groups would find themselves in one camp or the other.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:03:03] Excuse me. Justa question, we are
over time. Now if it takes you very long, tell me, please.

MR ZOKOU: [13:03:15] (Interpretation) Five minutes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:03:17] Okay. So we go over and -- the time.
We have five minutes. Okay, please go ahead.

MR ZOKOU: [13:03:29] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.
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Q.  [13:03:34] Mr Witness, so since you have mentioned the Grand-Bassam area

in -- within this region, that should allow us to understand how this was reflected.

In reality, you know that during the presidential election of 2010 candidate Laurent
Gbagbo won 68 per cent in Grand-Bassam and in the other area in 63 -- 63 per cent, so
he defeated all his opponents there?

A.  [13:04:25] Yes.

Q.  [13:04:28] Thank you. You have mentioned all these points, all these areas, the
first lady, and you said it was from Grand-Bassam, just like you.

A. [13:04:46] Yes, I confirm.

Q.  [13:04:50] Thank you for your assistance in the ascertainment of the truth. And
I wish you a safe return to our country.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:05:06] Thank you very much. Maitre N'Dry.
MR N'DRY: [13:05:08] (Interpretation) Mr President, page 63, line 14 of the French
transcript, when Mr Zokou asked a question you are the one who gave the answer.
You said "Krou." And it was inaudible.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:05:37] I gave the answer because I was
reading the map. No, just to, for the record, because --

THE INTERPRETER: [13:05:48] From the English interpreter, your microphone was
actually off when you gave the answer. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:05:53] I'm sorry. Okay. Thank you.

Thank you very much. I think now we have finished the questioning by the Defence.
And I ask now the Prosecutor if he has some further questions to put to the witness.
MR GARCIA: [13:06:14] Your Honours, the Prosecution has no further questions for
this witness. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:06:18] Thank you very much. So I think the
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last -- you had already the last word. So what -- what I have to do now is to say
thank you very much to the witness for having been here and having responded to
the questions put by the parties.

You want the floor and I give it to you. Qui?

THE WITNESS: [13:06:48] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. At the end of
this hearing I would like to thank the Almighty who made it possible for everything
to go well, the assembly which made it possible for everything to happen, and to
salute the Court, particularly the Presiding Judge, the Prosecutor, the Defence teams,
all parties and participants present, and also President Laurent Gbagbo.

I can say that I have come here to perform my duty as a citizen, but also to seize the
opportunity to give you my own version of the difficult period that I lived through.

I was expecting a question from the Defence, but fortunately, because of their sense of
courtesy, that question was not put. But that is not always the case, and I am talking
about my appointment to the post of commander of the Republican Guard. Many
things have been said, Mr President. There is a lack of communication sometimes
which has catastrophic consequences. I simply wanted to say that authority comes
from God. And there are three ways of acceding to authority; either competence,
contacts, or something that cannot be controlled by human beings, and that would be
the will of God.

And there is a saying that when you don't like a hare, you complain that he runs fast
and has long ears.

So the president of the republic appointed me based on my CV.Iam a graduate from
the Bingerville Military Academy, which is an excellent school. I also completed --1
graduated as the first in my batch in the officers' academy, and I also graduated from

the university. So my CV should make it possible for everyone to understand that if
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I am in that position it is because of the will of God. And he had to use someone to
appoint me and that is the president of the republic.

So I sincerely thank everyone. And if whatever I said here hurt anyone I would
really frankly want to apologise and to say that I simply came here to tell the truth in
this forum.

Mr President, thank you most sincerely. That is what I had to say.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:10:36] Thank you very much. And just for
completeness, you have saluted everybody here but not Mr Blé Goudé. So just to tell
you that also he is here.

Okay. Thank you very much.

THE WITNESS: [13:10:51] (Interpretation) My mistake, my mistake. Mr Blé Goudé,
brother, it is my mistake.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:11:01] Thank you very much. Now have

a safe trip home and I will ask the court usher to accompany you outside.

THE WITNESS: [13:11:17] (Interpretation) Thank you very much, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:11:20] Thank you, too.

(The witness is excused)

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:11:39] Also of course I -- goodbye also to
Maitre Karembe. Sorry. Ihad forgotten you. Thank you very much.

MR KAREMBE: [13:11:48] Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:11:52] Now, just two minutes before closing
and going to tomorrow morning with Witness 238, I think, the oral ruling on

the Prosecutor's application for protective measures for this witness.

On 8 September 2016 the Prosecutor requested that in-court protective measures in

the form of use of pseudonym, voice and image distortion be granted for Witness 238,
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and that in camera proceedings be adopted for identifying portions of his testimony
with a view to preventing his identity from being disclosed to the public.

Detailed information supporting the application was submitted to the Chamber in the
application and in confidential ex parte, annex D to the filing 662 I'm referring to.

On 19 September 2016 the Defence for Mr Blé Goudé and the Defence for Mr Gbagbo
both responded objecting the application.

On 23 September 2016 the VWU informed the Chamber, one, that the witness had
expressed significant concerns for his and his family's safety, with particular reference
to the circumstances of his current professional assignment, his family's current
whereabouts and the limited support he and his family would be able to rely upon
and that, accordingly, he had requested to benefit from in-court protective measures.
The VWU finds that the witness concerns are valid and that it is likely that he could
be exposed to retaliation if his role were to become public. And in-court protective
measures might also avoid for more intrusive protective measures after completion of
the testimony and, therefore, the unit recommends the granting of such measures
requested by the Prosecutor.

The Chamber, having considered the information provided by the Prosecutor, the
objection submitted by both Defence teams, and the assessment by the VWU and its
recommendations, finds that the requested measures are warranted in light of the
specific and objective circumstances of the witness and his family's current situation.
In light of the above and pursuant to paragraph 56 of the direction of the Conduct of
the Proceedings, the Chamber is satisfied that the request -- that protective measures
are warranted and therefore grants the Prosecutor's application.

This concludes the Chamber's oral ruling, and concludes also today's hearing, which

is adjourned to tomorrow morning at 9.30 with the starting of the questioning by
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Witness 238.

I thought -- please, Mr Knoops.

MR KNOOPS: [13:15:39] Mr President, I'm sorry, just one minute. It's a matter of

I think also the organisation of the next witness. Can the prosecutor already indicate
whether the fourth witness will be P-578? Because it's been scheduled, well,

Mr MacDonald announced that it could be intertwined with other witness on 4 and

5 October. And I say this to the Chamber because 3 October, it's a Jewish holiday
which I at least have to observe for my family. And I know the Court didn't accept

3 October as a holiday for the Court; just 12 October, Yom Kippur. I cannot be here
on 3 October and I also would ask the Court to consider, out of respect for this
holiday, to have no session on 3 October.

If the court wishes to continue on 3 October, I already announced that if

the Prosecution wishes to continue with P-578 directly after this witness, that might
overlap also the Monday, 3 October. And I'm doing the examination for P-578. Sol
already announce to the Court that I'm really not able to attend the hearing on the 3rd
because of this religious obligation. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:17:14] Thank you. I think it's 25 -- the next
oneis -- can I -- 257.  Well, we'll come back to this tomorrow morning.

Maitre Altit.

MR ALTIT: [13:17:53] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. Just to tell your
Chamber that we subscribe to that request concerning 3 October, to the effect that
there shouldn't be a hearing on that day.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [13:18:13] Thank you very much. Idon't ask,
this was -- okay, thank you very much.

THE COURT USHER: [13:18:19] All rise.
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1 (The hearing ends in open session at 1.18 p.m.)
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