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(Open session at 9.42 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:42:39] We are in open session, your Honour.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:42:41] Thank you very much.

So now, Mr Witness, we are in open session. That means that you are heard also

outside this courtroom. I would start with your identification, complete
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identification. Please can you tell us your complete name, the date of birth and the
place of birth.

THE WITNESS: [9:43:07] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. But before I
give my name, with your leave, I would like to provide a bit of a preamble, if you
don't mind.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:43:22] Yes, the preamble, but not in the
identification. Then you can make the preamble, but please, first identification,
name, profession, date of birth, and the place of birth.

THE WITNESS: [9:43:40] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. My name is
Colonel Kouaho Amichia Edouard, born *on 1 January 1963 in Guitry. And I am
currently the commander of the Republican Guard and that has been the case since
11 January 2011.

Now, that being said, your Honour, I would like to thank you for leave to address the
Court. And I would like to say that today, that I see today as a blessing, this is

a blessing, an opportunity that the commander of the land forces has allowed me this
opportunity to come before the Court and tell the truth, because I will be giving
testimony without any feelings or emotions. But I do wish to pray to the Lord, to
God, and God shall be my inspiration and leads me in what I think, in what I do.

I would also like to bring greetings to the Court and to all those assembled here, in
particular greetings to President Laurent Gbagbo. I would also like to express the
fraternal greetings of my country, Cote d'Ivoire. And we hope that peace shall
emerge. And I speak here before the Court in the spirit of brotherhood and
fraternity.

I am now ready to begin giving testimony.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:45:53] Thank you very much. So I have some
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preliminary things to address to you in order before giving the floor to first the Office
of the Prosecutor to put questions to you.

So, first of all, you have been assigned a lawyer, which is beside you, which provides
you with all the legal advice in case of possible self-incrimination.

The Prosecutor has indicated that these assurances, that Rule 74 assurances are
appropriate in your case, and Mr Karembe is present with you.

If any concerns arise during the course of your testimony, just you can consult and he
will be able to advise you and eventually raise concerns with the Chamber.

In any case the Chamber gives you assurance pursuant to Rule 74(3) of the Rules of
Procedure and Evidence that your testimony will not be used either directly or
indirectly against you in any subsequent proceedings by this Court, except under
Article 70 and 71, this would be false testimony.

Accordingly, if any question is asked by either party that could lead or you think
could lead to self-incrimination, we will hear your answer in private session in order
to keep this inside here and therefore confidential.

The party who puts questions, such questions to you is responsible for requesting
private sessions prior to asking questions which could lead you to self-incriminate
yourself. And obviously also the duty counsel, Mr Karembe, should be alert and
intervene as appropriate. This is the first thing.

The second thing I have to tell you is about the language. You are speaking French
and I'm speaking English. You will be questioned probably in French or in English,
but in any case I would ask you to speak slowly, as I am speaking slowly, and to
maintain between the end of the question and the beginning of your answer a little
time space in order to give the possibility to the interpreters and the court reporters to

properly interpret and write down what you are saying. So this is important,
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speaking slowly and clearly.

And now we come to your testimony. As you are, as you said before, you are
perfectly aware that this Chamber has been established to try the case

of The Prosecutor against Mr Laurent Gbagbo and Mr Charles Blé Goudé.

You as a witness are called to assist us all and the Chamber in particular in our search
for the truth. So therefore you will be asked questions by the Prosecutor and by

the Defence of Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé and eventually also by the Judges, and
if at any point you have concerns, just raise your hand and speak to me, ask me.

In order for you -- you have to make a solemn undertaking, a solemn undertaking
that you will as a witness, you will say the truth, nothing but the truth and, therefore,
you have I think in front of you the formula you have to read out. I think you have
it in front of you; is that right?

THE WITNESS: [9:50:56] (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:50:57] So please read this formula.

THE WITNESS: [9:51:00] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. I solemnly
swear that I shall tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:51:19] So thank you very much. The last
thing I have to tell you, but this is I think you should know it, but I have to tell you,
that obviously not to tell the truth has consequences and is punishable because it is an
offence against the Court and as such punishable. This is clear to you, right?

THE WITNESS: [9:51:53] (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [9:51:53] Okay. Now I think we are ready. We
have always three sessions of one hour and a half a day. And we start now with the

Office of the Prosecutor, who has for the first session a little bit less than one hour and

a half.

22.09.2016 Page 6



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-77-Red2-ENG CT WT 22-09-2016 7/87 EP T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347

Mr Prosecutor, yours the floor.

MR GARCIA: [9:52:17] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
QUESTIONED BY MR GARCIA: (Interpretation)

Q.  [9:52:31] Good morning, Witness.

A.  [9:52:34] Good morning.

Q.  [9:52:34] My name is Mr Lucio Garcia, and we met briefly during the courtesy
meeting, and I will be asking you a number of questions on behalf of the Prosecution
today.

Now, just before we get going I would like to say that if at any point any of my
questions seem unclear or if you don't understand something, don't hesitate to stop
me and I will rephrase my question. That way we will be able to work together
effectively. Do you understand?

A. [9:53:01] Understood.

Q.  [9:53:01] Another thing that's very important, and I myself will have to be
careful to abide by this rule, is that we have to allow three, four, five seconds between
question and reply.

A.  [9:53:17] Thank you.

Q.  [9:53:19] First of all, first of all, you mentioned to the Court that you are
currently the commander, the chief commander of the Republican Guard; is that
correct?

A. [9:53:41] That is correct.

Q.  [9:53:42] And could you tell us -- well, you mentioned a date. When were you
confirmed in this position?

A. [9:53:54] Ever since 11 December 2011.

Q.  [9:53:58] And before 11 December 2011, what position did you occupy?
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A.  [9:54:06] Before that date, I was the commander of groupement number 1 of the
Republican Guard.

Q.  [9:54:19] Were you acting chief, acting commander in chief of the

Republican Guard?

A, [9:54:28] Yes.

Q.  [9:54:30] Just so that we're clear on this point, after the post-electoral crisis and
up until the time you were confirmed as official commander in chief of the
Republican Guard, during that period you were, you were acting?

A.  [9:54:51] No.

Q.  [9:54:52] Could you tell us when you were acting commander in chief of the
Republican Guard?

A.  [9:54:59] Well, generally speaking, that was during the state visits of the
president. During state visits the commander of the Republican Guard and his
deputy would travel with the president and, thus, I would serve on an acting basis.
Q.  [9:55:28] Very well. Could you tell us when you were first assigned to the
Republican Guard?

A. [9:55:36] That was in 2004.

Q. [9:55:44] And what military rank did you hold when you were assigned to the
Republican Guard in 2004?

A. [9:55:55] I was a battalion leader, head of a battalion.

Q.  [9:56:05] Before you were assigned to the Republican Guard, what did you do?
A.  [9:56:14] I was assigned to the national emergency preparedness office, and

I was the head of a unit that looked at various risks.

Q.  [9:56:33] And how long did you do that for?

A.  [9:56:40] I was assigned to the national office in 2002.
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Q.  [9:56:55] Thank you, Witness. Let us hark back to the Republican Guard, and I
would like to ask you a number of questions about the hierarchy within the
Republican Guard at the time of the post-election crisis and before that period.

But before I begin that series of questions, could you explain to us what the mandate
of the Republican Guard is?

A.  [9:57:21] The mandate of the Republican Guard is as follows, to ensure the
protection of the president of the republic and high-placed authorities as well as the
institutions and, upon request, we may be called upon to maintain order. On a very
exceptional basis the president can designate or, rather, ask the head of the
Republican Guard to ensure the safety of certain VIPs.

Q.  [9:58:05] Just so that we're sure on this particular point, regarding the
maintenance of order or law enforcement, would that be upon the orders of the
president?

A.  [9:58:20] That is what the legislation says. But at the time I was not the
commander of the Republican Guard. It was my boss who would be in a position to
answer that question.

Q.  [9:58:35] I understand, Mr Witness, but just to avoid any confusion I'm asking
you the question now about the mandate of the Republican Guard. ButI do realise
that at the time you were the commander of groupement number 1; is that correct?
A. [9:58:50] Yes, that is correct.

Q.  [9:58:54] Tell us, Mr Witness, you are now the commander in chief of the
Republican Guard, what are your duties exactly?

A.  [9:59:05] Thank you. My duties are related to the very mandate of the
Republican Guard. At all times, at all places I see to it that the president's security is

ensured when he travels, I'm also responsible for the security of the palace. Ialso
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coordinate all the various activities of the Republican Guard with a view to ensure the
smooth operation, the smooth functioning of the Republican Guard. And I also
carry out orders related to the training and instruction of Republican Guard members
and staff.

Q.  [10:00:06] Mr Witness, let us go back to the post-election crisis in Cote d'Ivoire.
You said that you were commander of the groupement number 1 of the

Republican Guard; is that correct?

A. [10:00:34] Yes.

Q. [10:00:37] And during that period was there another groupement of the
Republican Guard?

A.  [10:00:53] Yes. When you come to the organisation chart of the

Republican Guard, you have the general staff, which is made up of the commander of
the Republican Guard, his deputy and his immediate office. Then you have two
groupements, groupement number 1 in Abidjan and I was the commander there, and
groupement number 2, which was based in Yamoussoukro.

Q. [10:01:32] Thank you, Mr Witness, for that organisation chart. I want to know
a little bit more about that. You said that you were the commander of the
groupement number 1. Where was it located specifically in Abidjan?

A.  [10:01:58] I think I should say there were three sectors. There was the
command post of the groupement number 1, which was in Treichville commune.
Then there was one company in the Plateau commune where the palace is located.
And the mandate of that company was to provide security for the palace.

There was another company in Cocody and their mission was to secure the residence,
because the general staff of the groupement number 1 itself was in Treichville.

Q. [10:02:56] We are going to go one by one. Just for the record, Treichville is in
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Abidjan sud, is that correct?

A. [10:03:10] Yes.

Q. [10:03:10] And it is also linked to Abidjan north by two bridges, the
Houphouét-Boigny bridge and the President de Gaulle bridge; is that correct?

A, [10:03:27] Yes.

Q.  [10:03:29] Now, still regarding Treichville, during the post-election crisis there
was a barracks where you were; is that correct?

A. [10:03:40] Yes, that is correct.

Q. [10:03:48] How many members of the Republican Guard were in that Treichville
barracks during that post-election crisis?

A.  [10:04:06] In Treichville there were two companies as well as one support
company, so there were three companies in total. So there were about 300 people at
that location.

But I should point out that with regard to my mandate, we had members who were
detached to protect security for certain officials, so we had about 300 people at that
location but others had been detached to provide security for certain officials.

Q.  [10:04:59] We are going to come back to that, but now let us talk about the
companies that were in Treichville. Were those companies under your orders?

A.  [10:05:10] Yes.

Q.  [10:05:13] Can you give me the names of the commanders of each of those
companies? I believe you talked about a second company.

A.  [10:05:29] For the second company it was Lieutenant Tétéhi Gérard, that was his
name, Lieutenant Tétéhi Gérard, and then Lieutenant Guibehi Kacou.

Q. [10:06:24] The two people that you mentioned, those were the commanders of

the two companies under your orders in Treichville; is that correct?
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A. [10:06:32] Yes, that is correct.

Q.  (No interpretation)

MR O'SHEA: [10:06:35] I'm sorry. Can we just have the spellings for the transcript,
please, your Honours?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:06:39] Yes, please, could these names be
spelled out.

MR GARCIA: [10:06:53] G-U-I-B-E-H-U and --

THE INTERPRETER: [10:07:07] Can the prosecutor repeat? He went too fast.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:07:10] The Prosecutor went too fast, could he
repeat?

MR GARCIA: [10:07:19] Your Honour, there was a list that was sent to the
interpreters and the names are likely there and so they will be correctly transcribed
probably later. But if the Court wishes us to do that now?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:07:50] Yes.

MR GARCIA: [10:07:52] (Interpretation) We sent the list of all the locations.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:08:00] Well, this seems to be confirmed by
what I see from the booths. So please go ahead. Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [10:08:10] (Interpretation) Thank you.

Q. [10:08:13] Mr Witness, we were talking about the two companies who were
under your orders in Treichville. Did you have a deputy yourself?

A.  [10:08:31] Yes, at that time there was Captain Blé Urbain, who was my deputy.
Q. [10:08:44] Is it Blé Urbain Kouassi?

A.  [10:08:52] Yes.

Q. [10:08:57] Did Captain Blé Kouassi Urbain have other functions other than to be

your deputy?
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A. [10:09:10] No, he did not have other duties.

Q. [10:09:15] And when you state that he was the deputy in Treichville, what were
his duties?

A. [10:09:21] He was my deputy and he stood in for me when I was absent, he
would be the interim commander.

Q. [10:09:30] And when you were present and there were operations, were there
any particular duties that he had to perform?

A.  [10:09:51] When it came to operations the orders came from the general staff at
the Plateau, and then I would transmit, I would transmit them based on the missions
to be accomplished.

Q. [10:10:04] Did you transmit the orders yourself, or maybe your deputy or
someone else would act in your stead, maybe the commander of your company or the
section commander?

A. [10:10:25] It must be said that there are two levels. Before the crisis itself,
before the battle of Abidjan, I received orders directly. And there came a time when
I no longer received orders from my hierarchy. The hierarchy worked directly with
Captain Blé Kouassi, that's what I would like to say.

Q. [10:10:58] Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness. We will come to that
point, but for the time being we are talking about the time just before the crisis, before
the battle that you have mentioned.

So how did the hierarchy function normally? Regularly we will discuss whether
there were any changes thereafter, but you have just said that orders were sent
directly to Blé Kouassi. But before that, when you received orders from the general
staff of the Republican Guard, how did you transmit those orders to your elements?

Was it your deputy, for example, who would transmit those orders?
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A.  [10:11:59] When I received orders I would send them on to the deputy
commander. And the officers who were on duty would be contacted and sent those
orders which they would implement.

Q. [10:12:22] And when you say that the orders came to you from the hierarchy,
who are we talking about? Who was the person in the general staff who was giving
orders?

[10:12:38] General Dogbo Blé.

[10:12:43] Is it Dogbo Blé Brunot, just to be more specific?

[10:12:50] Yes, that is correct.

[10:12:57] And what was the exact rank of this person? I know he was general.

[10:13:07] He was a brigadier general.

o o> 0 > 0o >

[10:13:12] Now let us return to Treichville. You mentioned a certain Blé
Kouassi. I would like to know whether there was a location for the training of the
recruits of the Republican Guard at the time? Was there any location where young
people were trained?

A. [10:13:41] Yes, there was a training centre of the Republican Guard known as
Akakro and which was in the Bingerville region east of Abidjan.

Q. [10:14:02] I believe those names are also on the list. There was Akakro,
A-K-A-K-R-O. And you said Bingerville also, that is where it was located.

Was there anyone who acted on behalf of the Republican Guard as the director of or

chief of the training centre in Akakro?

[10:14:36] Yes.
Q.  [10:14:36] Who was that person?
A. [10:14:40] I cannot remember the name, but if I remember it I will tell you.
Q.  [10:14:59] Did Mr Blé Kouassi act in relation to the training of recruits as far as
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you can remember?

A.  [10:15:07] Yes. Ishould say that he came into the training division at the last
moment, that is in December. Otherwise, he was not the one who was responsible
for the training centre. But it was in December 2010 that there was a training
operation which was initiated and he was assigned to be responsible for that training.
Q. [10:15:49] Let us go into that issue now. You said that Mr Blé Kouassi was not
the chief of that training centre before December, that it was someone else. Do you
remember that person's name?

A. [10:16:15] I do not remember the name, but I will tell you if I remember.

Q. [10:16:20] Thank you, Mr Witness.

You have also said that it was in December, and I believe you are referring to
December 2010, that Mr Blé Kouassi became the de facto chief of the training centre
for recruits; is that correct?

A. [10:16:45] That is correct.

Q. [10:16:47] Do you know how this happened that Captain Blé Kouassi, who was
under your command in Treichville, suddenly became the chief of the training centre
in December 2010?

A. [10:17:14] What I do know is that a decision had been taken to train recruits.

I was not involved in that decision. One afternoon I was in my office and the deputy
commander, Colonel Aby Jean, called me and told me that I would receive young
people coming for training, which would take place at Akakro. Thatis how I
learned that there was training to be carried out. From that moment on -- well, he
told me since you were not aware, you can call the commander of the corps himself.
So I called General Dogbo Blé Brunot and he confirmed to me that there was training

which was scheduled, and then he said he would come and see me.
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He came to Treichville. He was with his chef de cabinet, Commander Kipré Yagba.
And so when he came he told me that training had to take place in Akakro. And
Commander Kipré told me: But we are the ones who asked Commander Kouassi
Blé not to inform you about that training.

So that is how I came to learn about the scheduled training.

Q.  [10:19:52] During that period, Mr Witness, who had the authority to order that
Mr Blé Kouassi be responsible for the training in Akakro?

A.  [10:20:16] In principle for any training, this is conducted or directed by the
general staff. It authorises the training and then messages would arrive, the general
staff of the Republican Guard, the training department, and the training will take
place under the responsibility of the training department of the Republican Guard.
Q. [10:20:54] Thank you, Mr Witness, for that explanation. We are going to come
back to that later on.

But for the time being let me go back to the military hierarchy. We started with
Treichville. You talked about the people under your orders in Treichville. You also
talked about Captain Blé Kouassi Urbain.

Was there an armoury in Treichville at the time?

A. [10:21:30] Yes, there was a weapons store or armoury, and this is where the
weapons were kept.

[10:21:44] Can you tell us the person who was responsible for that armoury?
[10:21:51] It was a warrant officer. I cannot remember his name.

[10:22:05] The name of Béd¢, does that ring a bell?

[10:22:21] Yes, Warrant Officer Bédé.

[10:22:24] Are we talking about a chief warrant officer here?

> o > O » 0O

[10:22:29] I think he was a warrant officer, but I don't know whether he was
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promoted to chief warrant officer.

Q. [10:22:59] Do you remember the names of other chief warrant officers in your
camp at that time?

A. [10:23:07] Yes. There was Chief Warrant Officer Kokobo.

Q. [10:23:20] Kokobo, was his name also Goku Matthias?

A.  [10:23:28] Yes.

Q. [10:23:29] Did he have any special duties in the camp, according to what you
remember?

A. [10:23:38] He was the head of the technical services.

Q. [10:23:43] Can you tell me briefly what the chief of the technical services did?
A.  [10:23:54] That is the person who is responsible for the maintenance of vehicles,
for the repairs and all the components necessary for the rolling stock to be
operational.

Q.  [10:24:23] In your Treichville barracks, did you have any armoured vehicles or
armoured tanks during that period?

A. [10:24:31] Yes, we had a squadron, a squadron made up of three platoons, and
the platoons were located at the three locations that I have mentioned earlier, that is
Treichville, Plateau and Cocody.

Q.  [10:25:09] Do you remember approximately how many armoured tanks that you
had? Iknow that was a long time ago.

A.  [10:25:24] About nine, because a platoon is made up of three vehicles, so I would
say approximately nine.

Q.  [10:25:34] If I understand you correctly, you didn't have nine at a particular
location, but they were at three locations?

A.  [10:25:46] Yes. This was for purposes of efficiency. The platoons were located
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at the three locations and they rotated.

Q. [10:26:03] Can you tell us which type of armoured vehicles were in Treichville?
A.  [10:26:10] We had the Russian type tanks, BRVMs and then we had the Mamba,
which is a South African armoured vehicle.

Q. [10:26:29] You mentioned BRVDM. How many -- those had how many
wheels?

A.  Six.

Q. [10:26:40] And the Mambas?

A. [10:26:45] The Mambas were four wheels.

Q. [10:26:50] Now, you said three armoured tanks in Treichville were there at that
time?

A. [10:27:01] Yes.

Q. [10:27:01] You also mentioned that when you were the commander of the
groupement, there was Treichville, Cocody and Plateau. If I understand you
correctly, the presidential residence was in Cocody?

A.  [10:27:32] I will say that yes, indeed, it was in Cocody where the residence of the
president was.

Q. [10:27:43] Can you tell us who was the commander at Cocody at that time?

A.  [10:27:53] It was the Major Chief of Squadron Kouame Bi Jean Luc.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:28:04] The rule applies also to you.

MR GARCIA: [10:28:09] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [10:28:13] You told us about Mr Jean Luc Kouame Bi. Can you tell us what was
his military rank at the time?

A.  [10:28:29] He was a squadron chief, that is major.

Q. [10:28:35] So he was responsible for the armoured vehicles that you mentioned
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to us a short while ago; is that correct?

A. [10:28:42] Yes, that is correct.

Q.  [10:28:45] And just to be clear, you as the commander of groupement number 1,
this person was your hierarchical subordinate; is that correct?

A. [10:29:04] That is correct.

Q.  [10:29:09] Can you tell us what were the responsibilities of this person? Was
there a company in Cocody?

A.  [10:29:26] Yes. There was more than a company at Cocody. People talked
about a sub-groupement in Cocody and Major Kouame Bi was both the commander
of the fourth company and the commander of the squadron.

Q.  [10:29:56] Thank you for that clarification.

So you said it was a sub-groupement and Commander Kouame Bi was under your
command at the time. Now, what were his duties in Cocody? Did he have any
particular responsibilities?

A.  [10:30:21] Yes, as I said a short while ago, for purposes of efficiency, the three
locations, Cocody and Plateau also had forces to provide security, the palace at
Plateau and the residence in Cocody. So his mandate was to provide security for the
residence in Cocody.

Q. [10:30:58] Let's move to the Plateau now. *There was also a company at the
Plateau; is that correct?

[10:31:09] Yes.

[10:31:11] And apparently it was the first company that was there?

[10:31:15] Yes.

[10:31:24] And who was the commander of the first company at the Plateau?

> O > 0O

[10:31:32] Captain Sidibet Samba.
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Q. [10:31:40] I know you mentioned this earlier briefly in your response, but just to
be clear, what were the duties or what was the job of this company there at the
Plateau?

A.  [10:31:53] First of all, ensure daily service, that is to say day-to-day security of
the palace, check people as they went in, as they went out, guard the buildings, the
various buildings around the palace. And the main, really their main responsibility
was to ensure that the palace was safe.

Q.  [10:32:22] How many people were stationed there approximately? I believe
you gave a number in your testimony for the Treichville location. But
approximately how many Republican Guard members were at le Plateau at the time?
A. [10:32:41] Between 125 and 150.

Q. [10:32:45] Now, I didn't ask you about Cocody, but at the time how many
people were there stationed at Cocody?

A.  [10:32:54] The same, the same numbers. There was the platoon as well, in
addition. *So, all together around thirty people.

Q.  [10:33:04] Just to be sure that it's perfectly clear, captain, Captain Sidibet Samba
was someone who reported to you, he was under your command; is that right?

A. [10:33:20] Yes, that's right.

Q. [10:33:24] And now let us move on to the headquarters of the Republican Guard
at the time. You have mentioned the headquarters several times during your
previous replies. Initially you said that there was Dogbo Blé Brunot, brigadier general,
who was holding the position that you now hold, namely, he was commander in chief
of the Republican Guard; is that correct?

A. [10:33:56] Correct.

Q. [10:33:59] Did he have any deputies to assist him in his work?
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A. [10:34:12] Yes, Colonel Aby Jean.

Q. [10:34:21] Was that the only deputy or did he have another deputy?

A.  [10:34:29] He was the only deputy.

Q. [10:34:35] Now, you say that he was a deputy. Exactly what were his duties?
What did he do exactly?

A.  [10:34:50] He was responsible for discipline, in particular discipline of the rank
and file and, well, everything that had to do with operations throughout the area, all
the various travel or movements of the president, he was the one in the field and he
was responsible for coordinating all those various operations.

Q. [10:35:14] You mentioned as well during your testimony Mr Yagba Kipré.

Who was this person?

A. [10:35:26] Yagba Kipré, Commander Yagba Kipré was the deputy or he was the
head of staff, so to speak, to the person, to the person in charge of the entire
Republican Guard. He was like a private secretary in a way.

Q.  [10:35:50] So there were two people and one -- and it was Mr Yagba Kipré who
was in --

A.  (No interpretation)

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:36:03] A little bit more order. Finish your
question, then start the response, because otherwise we are getting confusion here.
THE INTERPRETER: [10:36:18] Many thanks from the interpreters.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:36:21] More discipline. Thank you.

THE WITNESS: [10:36:24] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

I was saying -- well, let me be specific. The deputy of General Dogbo Blé Brunot, he
was like the second in command, that's the exact term. And then the other deputy,

well, that was another name, and this person was in charge of the secretariat, so to
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speak.

MR GARCIA: [10:36:55]

Q. [10:36:55] Thank you. If I have understood correctly, sir, basically you are
saying that Colonel Jean Aby was second in command; is that correct?

A. [10:37:11] That is correct.

Q. [10:37:11] And Yagba Kipré, there was an office for Mr Dogbo Blé Brunot, and
he was the chief of staff, is that it?

A. [10:37:27] Yes.

Q. [10:37:40] At that time within the Republican Guard, was someone in charge of
operations?

A. [10:37:48] Yes, Lieutenant Colonel Ohoukou Mody.

Q. [10:38:06] Just so that we understand this particular position, could you explain
to us what the chief of operations did?

A.  [10:38:22] The person in charge of operations was the officer who implemented
the various manoeuvres, the strategies to ensure security during an event. He was
the person who would be the conductor of the orchestra, so to speak.

Q. [10:38:52] Very well. I think I understand. But just so that it's perfectly clear
for the case record, let us say, for example, that a mission order is issued by General
Dogbo Blé Brunot. Who would pass on that order? Who would give you that
order? How would that order be passed on to you and then you, in turn, would
pass it on or transmit the order to your staff?

A.  [10:39:28] When a mission was scheduled the head of the corps would give us
the agenda. As for the actual implementation at the operational level, there was an
operational order drawn up by the operations office, by the head of operations to

assign the various tasks to people. In other words, the mission order, the mission
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order would be signed by the head of the corps, and those operational orders would
be broken down and attributed officially and, in turn, the various orders would be
implemented.

Q. [10:40:25] Very well. If I've understood correctly, you are telling us that it is
General Dogbo Blé Brunot who would first issue an order, and then after that the
various tasks, well, the order would be transmitted on and the tasks would be
assigned, correct?

A. [10:40:46] Correct.

Q.  [10:40:48] So as the chief of operations, you mentioned Mr Ohoukou Mody.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Maitre N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [10:41:08] (Interpretation) Your Honour, I certainly realise what

the Prosecutor is attempting. But I would hope, I certainly would hope -- and please
forgive me because, well, generally speaking we are familiar with the allegations put
forward for the Prosecution. Iwon't belabour the point. But I would hope that
questions put by the Prosecutor would be somewhat more impersonal and general in
nature. [really would hope that he take such an approach.

The Charles Blé Goudé Defence team wishes to make that point. Questions such as
"When Mr Dogbo Blé gave instructions," no, I would hope, I would hope that

the Prosecutor would ask more open-ended questions, for example, how were orders
carried out within the Republican Guard? And that would allow the witness himself
to respond, because questions, leading questions such as "When Mr Dogbo Blé gave
instructions,”" I'm afraid that in two or three years such questions may be used for
other purposes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:42:47] Well, the only thing is no leading

questions. Then I think if you -- as long as you put no leading questions, I mean, it's
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up to you how you question. Obviously try to be as precise as possible.

MR GARCIA: [10:43:07] Yes, your Honour, I was simply going back on certain
things that the witness has himself stated. But I'm alive to the preoccupations of the
Defence. And with your permission I'll continue the questions.

Q.  [10:43:29] (Interpretation) Witness, I'd like to ask you a question about
Lieutenant Colonel Ohoukou Mody. You said that this person was the chief of
operations, if I've understood you correctly. What were these duties? What did he
do when an order was actually issued by Republican Guard headquarters? Please
explain this to us.

A.  [10:43:55] I should specify that he wore two hats. On the one hand, he was in
charge of transmissions within the Republican Guard and also *in charge of 18
operations.

Thus, as I was saying earlier, when the order given by the head of the body was
issued, it was his task to write down the actual operational order. And asI was
saying, this is an order that allows for the allocation of various tasks to people in the
tield. And once the people are deployed to the field at that level, he too is the one
who coordinated operations in the field. Sometimes he would be at the command
post, a bit behind the line, so to speak, managing operations in the field.

Q. [10:45:13] Now, you said that he would put the orders down on paper. He
would write them down. Were the orders sent by fax or exactly how were the orders
sent within the Republican Guard at that time?

A. [10:45:34] When an operational order was prepared, let's say Treichville or
Plateau, a messenger service would send us, would bring us the order; and
sometimes, if it was urgent, we would receive the order by fax.

Q.  [10:45:56] So either by messenger or by fax. Were there any other ways of
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transmitting orders within the Republican Guard?

A. [10:46:08] Yes. The orders, in actual fact, if they were sort of one-time orders
for a specific thing, sometimes they were sent by radio, over the radio.

Q. [10:46:26] I would just like to know about these operational orders that would
come from the Republican Guard headquarters. So this is a document, and was
there some kind of seal or stamp or other identifying mark on the document showing
that the order came from headquarters?

A. [10:46:49] Yes. The seal was the seal of the commander of the

Republican Guard.

Q. [10:46:59] So it was the seal of General Dogbo Blé Brunot; is that correct?

A.  [10:47:05] Yes.

Q. [10:47:08] I would also like to know, you mentioned operational orders, mission
orders if you want to put it that way. Now, afterwards, once you had accomplished
the mission, carried out the order, would there be a report back to headquarters?

A.  [10:47:45] Yes, naturally we would have a debriefing after the operations to tell
others what had worked, what had not worked.

Q.  [10:47:58] Just so that we know, this debriefing would be -- how was the
debriefing conducted? What did you do exactly?

A.  [10:48:07] Well, the chief of operations, the commander of the groupement and
all the officers who took part in the mission would gather, and we would look at the
strong points, the weak points and then we would adjust our approach for the next
mission.

Q. [10:48:40] Was some kind of document sent on or was it just an oral debriefing
such as the one you've just described?

A.  [10:48:50] It would be an oral briefing.
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Q. [10:48:53] And was it a systematic kind of thing? Each time an operational or
mission order was issued, would there be a debriefing afterwards?

A.  [10:49:01] It was not a systematic thing. When we had time we would do it,
because, you see, the activities of the Republican Guard were fast and furious, and
when we had the time we would have a debriefing, and if we didn't, we wouldn't.

Q. [10:49:27] You mentioned debriefings. And were there any other kind of
meetings involving yourself and the members of the general staff to explain exactly
what was going on in the field?

A.  [10:49:47] Yes, we had meetings, and we had corps meetings, that was our
in-house jargon. We would talk about matters, and during these gatherings or
meetings we would take stock of operations within all the various units, everything
that was working well, things that were not working well.

And when something, when there was some -- for example, if it was something
operational, the person responsible for our operations would say a few words, what
the concerns were, the problems and how he planned to deal with the problems, how
he would correct the problems, how he could improve the work of his unit.

Q. [10:50:54] And who would attend these meetings, these monthly meetings that
you mentioned?

A. [10:51:03] All the officers would be there and the non-commissioned officers
who had responsibilities within the Republican Guard. So it was a broad gathering,
so to speak, and the head of the Republican Guard would issue directives at the end.
Q. [10:51:34] Now, Mr Witness, just so that we can understand, so you have told us
that the head of the Republican Guard would give directives. Directives about
what?

A.  [10:51:52] About how the Republican Guard should operate smoothly, discipline,
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operations, training and so on and so forth, directives at the beginning of the year
regarding the plans.

Q. [10:52:16] Now, were these meetings held during the post-electoral crisis? Did
they continue?

A.  [10:52:25] No, no, no. Such meetings were not held during that period of time.
Q. [10:52:34] Were there any other kinds of meetings during the post-election crisis,
other meetings amongst officers within the Republican Guard?

A.  [10:52:48] Not to my knowledge, because I was in Treichville, you see. And1
never was summoned to headquarters for any meetings, so I really can't say whether
there were any meetings. Perhaps within the very core of the general staff, perhaps,
yes. ButIreally can't say yes or no, because I never was asked to attend any such
meetings, if there were any such meetings.

Q.  [10:53:27] Mr Witness, if I could go back to one point. You said it was
Lieutenant Colonel Ohoukou Mody who was head of operations. Now, at your level,
in your area in Treichville, was there someone who also had that kind of position but
within the camp itself, head of operations within the camp?

A. [10:53:57] Yes. What is more, in addition to the role of second in command that
Captain Blé had, he also handled that task, namely he was also head of operations.

Q.  [10:54:15] I'm still talking about that period of time just before the post-electoral
crisis.  When your men in Treichville would go out and conduct missions or
operations following the orders that you yourself had received, was there any kind of
report back? Did you report back yourself after operations, a report of what had
happened during the operations?

A.  [10:54:49] Yes, yes. In actual fact when my men would go out on patrol and

ensure order, when they would come back, sometimes they would come back with
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some young people, back to the Treichville camp. And so once they were there, our
role was to take these youths and send them to the police prefecture or to the search
brigade.

And so there would be a report back, and they would say something like, "Nothing to
report other than these young people seating tyres on fire" and the like. And then
these young people would be taken to the search brigade or to the police station.

Q. [10:56:01] Now, regarding these young people who were detained before the
crisis, when your men were out conducting missions, was there some kind of report
back orally or in writing?

A.  [10:56:20] It was just an oral report *provided to me, but I also followed over the
radio. And if there were any problems in particular, I would try to deal with them.
And sometimes I would listen from a distance, and when the officers would come
back they would provide a report.

Q. [10:56:41] And was it the officers themselves participating in the mission who
would report back or did someone else have that task of reporting back to you at the
camp in Treichville, reporting back to you about what had happened?

A.  [10:56:58] There was an officer in charge of each mission and that officer would
come back and give the report.

Q. [10:57:15] And then after that, Mr Witness, we will now turn to the
post-electoral crisis itself, that period of time. Did you continue to receive reports --
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:57:25] Can we stop here now that you are
changing period?

MR GARCIA: [10:57:28] Yes, your Honour, we can.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:57:30] So it's nearly 11. So we stop here and

have the break. We have now a half an hour break. So you can rest. And then we
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continue for one hour and a half until 1 o'clock, when we have the lunch break. So
just for you to know. So the hearing is adjourned to 11.30.

THE COURT USHER: [10:57:57] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.57 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.34 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [11:34:40] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:35:06] Good morning once again. Good
morning, Mr Witness.

I will give immediately the floor to the Office of the Prosecutor for his questioning.
MR GARCIA: [11:35:19] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

Q. [11:35:25] Good morning once again, Mr Witness.

A.  [11:35:40] Good morning,.

Q. [11:35:44] Mr Witness, before the break we were talking about the reports that
were made inside the Treichville camp itself. My last question was to know whether,
after the beginning of the post-election crisis, your soldiers or elements in the
Treichville camp, did they continue sending reports to you after their operations?

A.  [11:36:39] Yes, my elements continued sending reports to me.

Q. [11:36:46] And I would like now to talk about the period after the second round
of the elections, that is 28 November 2010. Were there any soldiers in your camp
who carried out missions without your knowledge?

A. [11:37:10] Yes. Isaid some time ago that when it came to the training of
soldiers, I had not been involved in that. And Captain Kipré told me that they were
the ones who had ordered Captain Kouassi Blé not to inform me about it, because I

was not to be trusted. And so as from that moment on, Captain Blé Kouassi Urbain,
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chief warrant officer Kokobo, those two received orders directly from the commander
of the corps. From that moment on I was excluded by my superior.

Q.  [11:38:34] Let us discuss this in greater detail so as to better understand the
substance of your answer. Now, talking about that training, you mentioned in your
testimony that you were not aware of that training. Do you remember the date of
the training, the dates?

A. [11:39:06] I believe 22 and 23 December.

Q. [11:39:14] Was this training for recruits, people who were just joining the
Republican Guard?

A.  [11:39:26] Yes, this was the training of recruits for the Republican Guard.

Q. [11:39:37] Based on what you learnt afterwards, were these recruits to be
assigned to specific units in the Republican Guard?

A.  [11:39:49] I have to point out that after their training, all those recruits were
assigned to the Republican Guard.

Q. [11:40:03] And how long did that training last in principle?

A.  [11:40:08] In principle, three months. But in this particular case it was
expedited and it was not up to three months.

Q. [11:40:22] You said it was expedited, do you know approximately how long it
lasted?

A. [11:40:28] I believe about two months.

Q.  [11:40:32] Just to better understand, when a recruit undergoes such a training, at
the end of the training, is there something given to that recruit? Do they receive

a certificate?

A. [11:40:53] Yes. After the end of the training, all those elements received

a matricule number, they were matriculated.
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Q.  [11:41:14] You said it was Colonel Aby Jean who informed you; is that correct?
A.  [11:41:19] Yes.

Q. [11:41:20] You also said that Colonel Aby Jean informed you that you were
supposed to receive young people coming for training; is that correct?

A. [11:41:33] That is correct.

Q. [11:41:34] Let me understand you better. In your testimony you said that the
training took place in Akakro. How is it that it was planned for the recruits to come
to your camp in Treichville? Can you explain that?

A.  [11:41:58] The fact is that there was a gathering point for the recruits, which was
just behind the Treichville barracks near the cultural centre. So it was at that point
that the recruits gathered and from there they were taken to Akakro.

Q. [11:42:35] Just to be clear, was this something that was done systematically, that
is when recruits turned up for the Republican Guard, they would gather behind your
Treichville barracks and then they would go to Akakro? Is that how it functioned
normally?

A. [11:42:55] No.

Q.  (No interpretation)

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:43:00] Please, I remind you not to overlap.
Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [11:43:05] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [11:43:09] Mr Witness, so what was the usual procedure during normal times?
How did these recruits gather?

A.  [11:43:25] During ordinary times there is announcement that is made from the
general staff, and it is the training division of the general staff that conducts the

training. However, in this case the training was directed by or initiated by the
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commander of the corps so as to increase the strength of that corps. So it was under
the direct responsibility of the commander of the Republican Guard.

Q.  [11:44:26] How did you conclude that it was under the direct control of the
commander of the Republican Guard?

A.  [11:44:37] I suppose that as the commander he must have discussed this with the
chief of general staff, I venture to say. Iam not certain, but I can say that this
training was done under his command.

Q. [11:45:02] You said that normally there is a communiqué or an announcement.
Now, regarding this training in December, was there any communiqué to that effect
that that training would take place?

A.  [11:45:18] No.

Q.  [11:45:24] If I understand your testimony correctly, the first time you heard
about the training of those young recruits, it was from Colonel Aby Jean directly; is
that correct?

A. [11:45:45] Correct.

Q. [11:45:45] Now, when Colonel Aby Jean called you and informed you of that
training, what was your reaction?

A.  [11:45:54] I will admit that I was surprised that I had not been involved in the
initiation of that training. He was surprised himself. "Is it actually correct that
you are not aware of this?" And I said, "No."

And this is how he told me, "Please call the commander." I called the commander of
the Republican Guard, and he confirms to me indeed that a training was being
prepared. And then he said I should come and have some more information.

I said, "Okay, I am waiting."

Then after he said, "Please stay put, I will come and see you myself."
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:47:05] Let the translator finish to interpret, the
interpreters to finish to interpret, please. Thank you.

THE INTERPRETER: [11:47:13] From the interpreters: Much obliged,

your Honour.

MR GARCIA: [11:47:19]

Q.  Mr Witness, this conversation that you had with the commander, can you
remember approximately when it took place? You said the training was on the 22nd,
started on the 22nd, if I am not mistaken.

A.  [11:47:37] If I remember correctly, I think it was around 15 December that I got
that information.

Q.  [11:47:51] Just to be clear on the record, this was a phone conversation, not an
in-person conversation; is that correct?

A. [11:48:02] Yes, that is correct.

Q. [11:48:05] You also stated that you were surprised not to have been involved
with the initiation of that training. Were you involved in the past when it came to
the recruitment and training of those young people?

A.  [11:48:31] Ever since I took up service in 2004, there was never any recruitment.
So as far as I know that was the first recruitment while I was there.

Q.  [11:48:51] Now, you talked with the commander, what happened thereafter?

A. [11:48:57] When he arrived Treichville, he informed me that there was an
ongoing training session. It was at that time that Captain Kipré Yagba told me that it
is a decision that had been taken, and that since I was not to be trusted, they had
decided not to inform me of the training as a precautionary measure.

Q. [11:49:46] If I understand you correctly, General Dogbo Blé Brunot and Captain

Kipré Yagba, the two of them were there to meet with you; is that correct?
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A.  [11:50:06] Yes.

Q.  [11:50:09] You said that they told you that you were not to be trusted?

A.  [11:50:23] That is what Captain Kipré told me, "We do not trust you, and that is
why we ordered Captain Blé not to inform you."

Q. [11:50:38] And how did you react to that?

A. [11:50:43] I was hurt. My pride was hurt, because that is after they gave me
that answer.

Q. [11:51:11] Did you tell them anything in response?

A. [11:51:21] I did not say anything.

Q. [11:51:24] Why?

A.  [11:51:26] Because I did not find it necessary, because this was a decision that
had been taken by my hierarchy, and I suppose that they had a reason to take that
decision.

Q. [11:51:50] You were told that you were not to be trusted. What did you
understand by that?

A.  [11:52:03] I understood that from that point on it was highly likely that I would
no longer be involved in the decision-making process and subsequently I was proven
correct. When we entered into the decisive period, it was Captain Blé and Chief
Warrant Officer Kokobo who received direct instructions.

Q.  [11:52:48] But to your knowledge why were you asked, why were you told that
you were not to be trusted?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:52:55] Mr O'Shea.

MR O'SHEA: [11:52:57] Your Honours, The full conversation has been given
between Dogbo Blé, Kipré and the witness and, therefore, this question is asking the

witness to speculate as to what was in their minds.
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MR GARCIA: [11:53:12] Actually, your Honour, this is the, one of the most
important questions, and it's to know why the witness wasn't being considered as

a person of confiance.

That's an important question in this debate. It is not speculation, it is the witness to
explain to this court what are the facts or the ideas that he based his conclusion on,
and that's quite important.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:53:42] Maitre N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [11:53:44] (Interpretation) I would like to subscribe to what my learned
colleague Maitre O'Shea has said. I'm sorry to tell the Prosecutor this, but the way
he asked that question is inappropriate. Perhaps he should ask him is there
anything that you did --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:54:18] Let him -- let him formulate the
question. I don't think you should be the one who formulates the question for

the Prosecutor.

Mr Prosecutor.

MR GARCIA: [11:54:27] Perhaps, your Honour, we can let as well the witness
respond to the question. It's a simple question.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:54:32] Yes, yes.

Is there a fact on the basis of which you think you were not trusted? Do you know
why this happened?

THE WITNESS: [11:54:57] (Interpretation) As I said a short while ago, my hierarchy
never told me what they had against me and why they adopted that attitude.
However, I heard that because of my ethnicity I was not to be trusted. And I insist
that this is just something I heard. I do not have any facts other than that.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:55:41] But, what you heard from whom?
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THE WITNESS: [11:55:46] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. That is the
soldiers, the people around me, they are there.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:56:00] Mr Prosecutor.

MR GARCIA: [11:56:03] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [11:56:08] Mr Witness, you have testified that you received information to the
effect that owing to your ethnicity. Now, to begin with, what ethnic group do you
belong to?

A. [11:56:30] I am from the south of Cote d'Ivoire, Apollonien, from Grand-Bassam.
Q. [11:56:40] And why is it that because of your ethnicity you were not to be
trusted? Can you explain that to us in greater detail.

MR KNOOPS: [11:57:00] Mr President, this question is not correct, because the
witness said that he heard from people around him.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Yes.

MR KNOOPS: The Prosecution put it as a fact that, "Due to your ethnicity you are
not to be trusted." That that's different from the answer of the witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:57:15] Yes, but it's not the question

of The Prosecutor which is the evidence but what the -- the answer to the question by
the witness.

So please, Witness, respond to this question. Thank you.

THE WITNESS: [11:57:36] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. Let me point
out that my wife is also from the Dioula ethnic group, so I told myself that either way
one of those aspects could probably explain that exclusion. But I reiterate that my
hierarchy never told me why they had taken that position. I told myself that there
are reasons, there are definitely reasons why the general took that decision, but he

never called me to say this is the reason why. I simply realised that I had been
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excluded. That is whatI can say.

MR GARCIA: [11:58:55]

Q.  [11:58:55] Did you learn any other thing from the people around you which
might explain why you were excluded?

A.  Tomy knowledge, no.

Q. [11:59:10] You have said that you are from the Apollonien ethnic group. Can
you tell me the ethnicity of General Dogbo Blé Brunot?

A.  [11:59:45] He is a Bété.

MR N'DRY: [11:59:51] (Interpretation) Your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [11:59:52] Please, Maitre N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [11:59:57] (Interpretation) I'm sorry, the question put by the Prosecutor
right now: "Did you learn anything else from the people around you relating to the
reasons why you might have been excluded?" I think we should be faithful to the
witness's testimony. He talked about trust. Excluding, exclusion, I think it is not
entirely the same thing.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:00:37] Yes, excluded from the trust, I would
have interpreted this this way. But excluded from a certain circle where you are in
only if you are trusted, this is -- would be my interpretation.

MR GARCIA: [12:00:59]

Q.  [12:00:59] Well you told us what the ethnicity of Dogbo Blé Brunot was, could
you please tell us the ethnicity of Captain Blé Kouassi Urbain?

[12:01:11] He is a Dida.

Q. [12:01:19] And the lieutenant Ohoukou Mody, his ethnicity?
A. Heisan Abidji. Léopold Ohoukou Mody, an Abidji.
Q. [12:01:45] You also talked to us about warrant officer Kokobo, could you please
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tell us what his ethnic group is?

A.  [12:01:53] He is a Bété.

Q. [12:01:56] Could you tell us at that moment in time when the post-election crisis
broke out what the perception of those people who were in detention of Dioula
ethnicity was?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:02:20] The perception is not good. The
perception is not a fact.

MR GARCIA: [12:02:39] (Interpretation) You mentioned the ethnicity of certain
individuals to us. According to you, Mr Witness, was there anything or something
with regard to this question of ethnicity that would have explained the reason why
you were excluded?

MR ALTIT: [12:02:59] (Interpretation) Objection, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:03:01] But I think we have understood.

MR GARCIA: [12:03:11] (Interpretation) Very well, Mr President. I shall move on
to another question.

Q. [12:03:15] With regard to this question of training, Mr Witness, was there -- were
the results made public at a given moment in time?

A. [12:03:31] Yes. There was a publication of the results at a certain moment in
time --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: What do you mean by "results"?

A.  --over which he -- I was chairman for those results.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:03:50] What do you mean by "results"?

MR GARCIA: [12:03:53] I understand it, your Honour, as a point in time when the
(Interpretation) we could put the question to the witness, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Yes.
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MR GARCIA: (Interpretation)

Q. Now, for things to be clear, Mr Witness, the announcement of the results, could
you please tell us precisely what this consisted of?

A.  [12:04:11] At the end of each military training there is a, an announcement of the
results in order to ascertain those who have passed and those who have failed. And
this is done during an official announcement of the result in the presence of the
authorities, subsequent to which there is a cocktail or a drink party, drinks party in
order to celebrate the end of the training.

Q.  [12:04:52] And could you please tell us when this announcement of the results
took place?

A.  [12:05:01] I do not recall precisely.

Q. [12:05:12] Could you please tell us who requested that you took part in said
announcement of the results?

A.  [12:05:20] It was general Dogbo Blé himself who requested that I preside over
the announcement of these results.

Q.  [12:05:39] Are you in a position to tell us today, in terms of ethnicity, was there
a majority of these recruits that came from a specific ethnic group or was it a mixture?
A.  [12:05:56] Most of these recruits came from the Krou ethnic group, that is to say
the Bété, the Dida, Abbey, it was that group in the majority.

Q. [12:06:24] And I don't know whether I put this question to you before, how
many recruits were there in all?

A.  [12:06:30] I believe approximately 60. Between 60 and 80, if my memory serves
me correctly.

Q. [12:06:40] And you told us during your testimony that those recruits were

subsequently assigned to the Republican Guard. And can you remember precisely
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where they were assigned to?

A.  [12:06:54] They were shared out amongst the various companies, and others
were assigned to the security detail as bodyguards for certain personalities or figures
of authority.

Q. [12:07:10] Now, Mr Witness, you also testified to the effect that at a given
moment in time the orders came directly from the general or captain Blé Kouassi; is
that correct?

A. [12:07:30] That is correct.

Q. [12:07:31] Could you explain to us in which context you ascertained that there
were such orders going straight to captain Blé Kouassi?

A.  [12:07:50] It was during the battle of Abidjan itself. And captain Kouassi and
the chief warrant officer were in charge of operations, so they were the people who
were in charge of the vehicles that went in and out. And no report was provided.
Q.  [12:08:20] Now for us to be certain of the time frame during which this occurred,
approximately when was this, which month?

A. [12:08:35] It was after the second round, I believe, of the elections in
November/December.

Q. [12:08:42] Apologies. So the second round was 28 November and you say that
it was subsequent to this. Was it weeks after, a month after, approximately, if this
comes to mind?

A.  [12:08:59] No, I can't really place this in time. I can't provide you with the
period.

Q.  [12:09:13] So you say that captain Kouassi and the chief warrant officer were in
charge of operations. When we talk about the chief warrant officer are we talking

about Kokobo or somebody else?
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A.  [12:09:28] It was Kokobo.

Q. [12:09:32] And when you say that they were in charge of operations, factually
speaking what did they do exactly?

A.  [12:09:44] Those two individuals went out with the vehicles and they went to
destinations that had been given to them and then they would come back from their
mission. So I saw the vehicles come -- going out and coming back again.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:10:09] And which, excuse me, just for the
understanding, but in the English transcript it is written "those two individuals."
Who are the two individuals?

MR GARCIA: [12:10:19] Your Honour, I believe we're still speaking about Blé
Kouassi and Kokobo. But I can ask the question to confirm it on the record.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:10:28] Yes, but then we make confusion.
You know, if we -- sometimes we do not refer specifically to names or to dates or to
circumstances, because I think we should really try to, while my questioning and
while answering, always mention also names not just making generic references to
times or persons. Otherwise it will be different to read in the future.

MR GARCIA: [12:10:53] I will confirm it for the record.

Q. [12:10:59] (Interpretation) Now, Mr Witness, when we make mention of these
two individuals we are talking about Blé Kouassi Urbain and we are talking about
warrant officer Kokobo; are we not?

A. [12:11:14] That is correct.

Q. [12:11:14] And you said that they went out to conduct operations. Did any
other troops accompany them? How did things unfold?

A.  [12:11:27] There were indeed elements from the Republican Guard and there

were also associated elements.
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Q.  [12:11:44] Were there any elements from the Republican Guard from your own
camp that went with them on mission with captain Blé Kouassi and Kokobo?

A, [12:11:57] Affirmative.

Q. [12:12:08] And you, at a given moment in time, were you consulted with a view
to seeking your approval for the conduct of these missions?

A.  [12:12:17] No, I was not consulted at any moment in time.

Q.  [12:12:23] And generally speaking was this something that should have been
done? Could captain -- should captain Blé Kouassi who was inferior to you, should
he have obtained your permission to go on mission?

A.  [12:12:43] Affirmative. Generally speaking I was the one to receive the
instruction and then give it to the captain. However, were there an emergency, the
instruction could -- or, the orders could directly have been given to the captain, who
would then report to me and say what instructions he received. So those are the two
cases that can arise.

MR N'DRY: [12:13:17] (Interpretation) Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:13:19] Maitre N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [12:13:21] (Interpretation) I do apologise, Mr President. I would like to
ask, in the French transcript, page 52, line 23, I would like to request from

the Prosecutor, was he talking here about Kouassi or Dogbo BI¢, because in the
transcript they put "Dogbo Blé" but I thought I heard "Kouassi."

MR GARCIA: [12:13:54] (Interpretation) Indeed I said "Blé Kouassi." I don't think
"Dogbo Blé" should be in there. It should be corrected.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:14:05] Taken, thank you. But may I also
recall too, we know a little bit of hierarchy, that normally how is the line, the chain of

command, so just to -- sometimes I think we have questions with the response is
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a given response inside or it should be the what's not normal, we should point out to
what is not normal, not to what is the normal line of command or chain of command.
Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [12:14:44] Thank you, your Honour, I am not basically taking
anything for granted during my questioning. But I will bear that in mind in my next
questions.

Q.  [12:14:56] (Interpretation) So, Mr Witness, you said that there were also
associated elements who accompanied captain Blé Kouassi and Kokobo on these
missions. Now who were these associated elements?

A.  [12:15:35] These elements, well I was surprised to see them in my camp, because
I was not informed of their presence. I saw one evening several elements in civilian
attire, approximately a hundred in my barracks. So there we haveit. Iwas putin
front of the fait accompli. I was notinformed. And one evening I realised that the
barracks had some people who had been invited and they were not part of my
manpower.

Q. [12:16:32] Now let us broach that question in a few moments. But before doing
so I would like to put the following question to you: At that moment in time when
you saw that captain Blé Kouassi was going out on mission with Kokobo to an
unknown destination, destination unknown to you, and you are the commander and
nobody has been informing you of this, and you had not given any order to this effect.
Did you make a complaint to anybody about this behaviour or did you go about
punishing him in some way?

A.  [12:17:09] No, I did nothing. Quite simply, the atmosphere that reigned in the
camp meant that I immediately understood that I was not in a situation where I could

request an explanation. So I remained as I was, I continued to implement the
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mission, notably of making the barracks secure. There we are.

Q. [12:18:06] So if I understand your answer correctly, you never reproached -- or,
rather, punished captain Blé Kouassi or Kokobo for their mission which they had
conducted without any authority?

A.  [12:18:30] I did not mete out any punishment. But there was an official above
me and this official was giving instructions.

Q. [12:18:43] And who was that official?

A.  [12:18:47] It was general Dogbo Blé, the chef de corps.

Q. [12:19:02] Mr Witness --

MR KNOOPS: [12:19:03] Sorry. Sorry to interrupt. Mr President, the line of
questioning by the Prosecution implies that there was a reason for punishment and,
therefore, underlying X, which was not in accordance with legality. So the question
is, I think, without proper foundation. The first question should I think be whether
there was any reason for so-called punishments. In a way the question is also
leading because it implies that something illegal would have been done.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:19:39] No, it was clearly started with a
behaviour which could have been complained and the question was if he had

a complaint, if he made a complaint or not. And that was the -- and all the other
questions were follow-up questions.

So please, Mr Prosecutor, can you go ahead.

MR GARCIA: [12:20:02] (Interpretation)

Q.  [12:20:02] Mr Witness, you said that you found yourself in a situation where you
felt that you could not request any explanation. Could you please explain to us what
that situation was for us to understand.

A.  [12:20:26] I was, as I said, in a situation where it had been clearly pointed out to
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me that I was not worthy of trust. And in addition to that, the elements of my close
guard of Dioula ethnicity had left the camp. Because quite simply, when I called
some of them they said that their lives were in danger and that they felt threatened.
So I only had my bodyguards around me who were not of that ethnicity. And in
seeing the atmosphere that reigned, I immediately understood that I needed to be
prudent.

Q.  [12:21:32] And what did you fear at that moment in time, because you said that
you had to be prudent? What were you fearful of?

A.  [12:21:44] I would say, quite simply, that I was fearful for my life. Quite
simply.

Q. [12:21:58] And at that moment in time did you have any incidents with your
own elements in the camp?

A.  [12:22:10] Yes. We should note that the day before the attack upon my camp I
had given my computer and my personal belongings to my driver and asked him to
go and put them in a safe place at the house of a friend. I myself was at the barracks
when my driver returned to tell me that he was not able to fulfil his mission and he
had come back to the barracks. And Isaid, "All right."

Just after that some of the soldiers closed the main gate to the camp. And a short
time after that I saw in a tank the chef de corps arriving at the camp. He parked the
tank outside and entered the barracks and said to me, "Let's go into your office." We
went into my office and he said, "What's going on here?" To which I said, "Nothing,
general. I quite simply gave my driver a mission to fulfil that he was unable to fulfil
and he returned.”

He then requested that we go to a location where all of the personnel was gathered.

And then he gave the soldiers the possibility to talk and the soldiers said that the
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officers wanted to flee. And that is how the general addressed the soldiers, saying as
follows, "If you see an officer fleeing, kill him." And then he pulled himself together
and he said, "You tie him up and you send him to me." Then he pulled himself
together once again and he said, "No, you just grab hold of him and you call me."
And just after that he got in his tank and went back to the palace. So that is
something that led me to understand that the situation had really changed and that I
needed to be careful.

Q. [12:25:46] And how did you feel after the visit of the general and after he had
expressed himself in such terms?

A.  [12:25:56] I found what he had to say somewhat regrettable. And, once again, I
felt that we had not been treated with respect.

After his departure I once again gathered my men together and I said to them the
following, "We have a common mission to fulfil. We need to focus on this mission
and that it is not obvious whether somebody is from one side or another. They don't
have a tee shirt with it written on it." So that the -- it was not the objective. The
objective was not to kill each other, and I asked my men to be reasonable. So we
needed to really focus on the direction of the mission.

Q. [12:27:19] Now, Mr Witness, when you uttered those words before your
elements, were there still in the midst of these elements any soldiers who were of
Dioula ethnic origin?

A.  [12:27:43] They had virtually all left.

Q. [12:27:47] You said beforehand that they felt threatened. Can you explain to us
who felt threatened by whom?

A.  [12:28:07] Today the person responsible for my security had left the camp

because he had come under threat. And there were certain individuals who had
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even gone to his home. And luckily for him he wasn't home, so those individuals
said to the family members that he was being actively searched for and that if they
found him they would finish him off. And luckily for him he wasn't home.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:29:03] Excuse me, but in English said "today."
"Today the person responsible for my security had left" et cetera. Today means
today, 22 September 2016.

MR GARCIA: [12:29:21] (Interpretation)

Q. [12:29:23] Now, Mr Witness, just for things to be clear, when you started to
testify you said, "Today," that "the person in charge of my safety had left the camp
because he was under threat." Should we understand that at that moment in time he
was under threat?

A. [12:29:44] That is correct, it was at that moment in time. Not now.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:29:48] Yes, I understood it that way. But
that's why I say we have to be a little bit more precise, because this will be read also at
a later point in time and then we might not have this clear idea. Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [12:30:11] (Interpretation)

Q. Thank you, Mr Witness. Now, Mr Witness, your chief of security at that
moment in time was of which ethnic origin.

A.  [12:30:22] That security chief, he was not the chief of my security at that time.
He is my chief of security now. And I appointed him when I took up service. So at
that time he was not the chief of my security. So it was someone who told me that.
Q. [12:30:50] At that time who was carrying out those threats, who threatened
elements from the Dioula ethnicity?

A. [12:31:03] I do not have any formal answer for you, I cannot say it was X or Y.

Q.  [12:31:10] But did you receive any information about that?
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A. [12:31:13] Yes. WhatI can say is that in light of the political situation at the

time and what was happening there were two camps. You had one camp, including

the Dioulas and the Akans, and then there was the other camp, and they -- people

were even conducting themselves in a hostile manner towards each other, even

within the barracks. And the consequence was that the elements in my camp from

the Dioula ethnic group preferred to leave the camp for their own personal reasons.

So I cannot state with any certainty the precise reason why.

Q. [12:32:27] I understand you, Mr Witness. But you testified that they told me

they felt their lives were at risk, that they felt threatened; is that correct?

A.  [12:32:42] Yes.

Q.  [12:32:45] You also said that you feared for your own life; is that correct?

A. Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:32:58] If he said so it is correct.

MR GARCIA: [12:33:02] (Interpretation)

Q. [12:33:05] And who were you afraid of at that time?

A.  [12:33:14] Danger could come from any direction. I cannot say who exactly.

Q.  [12:33:23] Very well, Mr Witness. But in that particular context that you

described to us a short while ago, in your mind who were you afraid of?

A.  [12:33:39] In light of what I have just said, and with what my superior told me, I

had reasons to believe that I had to be careful, that is in relation to my superior,

vis-a-vis my superior.

Q.  [12:34:05] And you personally, Mr Witness, during that period and given the

prevailing situation, did you -- were you involved in any incidents with your own

elements?

A. [12:34:21] I can mention one incident.
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to speak to the troops.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:34:34] Mr N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [12:34:36] (Interpretation) Your Honour, dear learned friend, page 57,
line 12.  Your question: "During that period were there any incidents that you had
with your own elements?" That question has already been asked.

MR GARCIA: [12:35:03] (Interpretation) Can he give us the reference to the question,
when it was put the last time, and the answer?

MR N'DRY: [12:35:18] (Interpretation) French transcript, page 57, line 12.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:35:23] Says Mr N'Dry.

MR GARCIA: [12:35:27] (Interpretation)

Q. It was simply to clarify the issue, Mr Witness. I will be much more specific.

In that context, during that period, did you have any problems, that is when your
Dioula elements left, did you have any problems with the elements who remained
there? Did they still continue to obey you?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:35:59] But still I think we are always turning
around the same, the same question. I think it's quite answered, all these questions.
Or you have something very specific which you are referring to, but.

MR GARCIA: [12:36:19] But, your Honours, I did ask the question. The witness
gave me an answer which is more of a general question -- a general answer. Now

I am trying to focalise a bit more the question to see if indeed the witness will respond
and see if it does refresh his memory in certain regards. So that's why I am making
a more pointed question in this regard. I think the witness was just about to answer.
I don't think this needs to be belaboured any more, necessarily.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:36:47] I don't know, but we'll see.

MR O'SHEA: [12:36:49] My difficulty, your Honours, is that the question is
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absolutely not pointed. It is extremely general, apart from its leading nature.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:37:00] It's not the leading nature, it's that it's
quite general.

Maitre N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [12:37:06] (Interpretation) Maybe my learned friend is expecting an
answer which is not coming, otherwise the reference that I gave is clear. The witness
was quite concrete. He even gave an example. So if my learned friend refers to that
excerpt, he will see that the witness's reply was quite clear.

MR GARCIA: [12:37:41] And it is in the circumstances, your Honour, a new
question.

It is in the circumstances, your Honour, a new question, it is not the same question, it
is not a question that has already been answered. I am asking a more focused
question. The witness was about to answer. Let's just hear what he has to say, if
indeed he is reminded of any incident.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:38:02] Please put the precise question and
then we will see if it's -- what the witness says.

MR GARCIA: [12:38:19] (Interpretation)

Q.  [12:38:19] Mr Witness, I simply wish to know whether during that period of
time you had any problems with your own elements? Did they continue to obey you?
Did anyone threaten you? Was there any incident at all?

A, [12:38:39] At that time --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:38:45] Excuse me, but when we talk always
"at that time", sometimes we should say "at that time and I'm referring to this period".
And what are your elements, the subordinates? It's always all a little

bit -- Maitre N'Dry.
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MR N'DRY: [12:39:01] (Interpretation) Mr President, my apology to intervene.

But -- and I don't really want to interrupt my learned friend -- but I'm bit disturbed,
because sometimes we stay quiet because we don't want to intervene too much. But
the question as phrased by my learned friend is concerning when he uses words like
"subordinates”, "obedience" and so on, there is something he expects and I think those
are leading questions. He should ask direct questions and allow the witness to
answer.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Yes, but --

MR N'DRY: (Interpretation) I think there is a foundation, the witness should place
the bricks himself.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:40:08] Yes, but there is no problem in saying
subordinates in a military environment. I mean he is the commander of
subordinates. I think this is quite clear and quite focused. The questionis: Have
you had problems with your subordinates? In that period which I would like you to
define. Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [12:40:32] (Interpretation)

Q.  [12:40:35] Mr Witness, just to be clear, when I say "that period" it concerns the
period that you described when there was a complicated situation, when members of
your camp who were Dioula left --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:41:01] Can you not just make a time frame,
that period, and say from to about.

MR GARCIA: [12:41:05] Your Honours, that is the issue. The question of the time
period has not been completely identified, so obviously what I am doing with the
witness is just reminding him of a certain fact which he has given us. This is the

thing that I want to put him in context with.
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:41:21] I think the witness is perfectly able to
understand the context.

Could you please answer my question which I put just before. Thank you.

THE WITNESS: [12:41:33] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. If I understood
your question well, it is to be specific about the dates or to answer the Prosecutor's
question. If you want me to answer the Prosecutor's question, I would say, yes, I
would say during that period before the battle of Abidjan, when general Dogbo Blé
came to the barracks, before he arrived the soldiers closed the gates and I went towards
them and asked them why was this happening. Captain Blé Kouassi told me, "Colonel,
it is not worth it to approach them because they are up against you and allow me to go
and resolve the issue." *I was surprised. So, it’s the only moment, really, when I
clearly saw that some of my soldiers were ready, maybe at any moment, to refuse my
orders because, as I said earlier, it was rather nuanced. So, that’s what I can say.

Q. [12:43:03] Thank you, Mr Witness. You also talked about the speech given to
the soldiers, the elements who were still there. Now, can you tell us what was the
ethnicity of those soldiers who had stayed back when you gave that speech after the
departure of the general?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:43:32] Maitre Altit.

MR ALTIT: [12:43:36] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. Ireally do not
want to interrupt you. I believe that a foundation has to be laid for that question.
The witness should be able to say whether he was able to determine the ethnicity of
those soldiers and whether he knew those people he was addressing himself to. So
we really have to have this go in stages.

MR GARCIA: [12:44:12] Well, your Honours, what Defence counsel is suggesting is

a question of weight of the answer that the witness will give. And I can reassure
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already Defence counsel that I will be asking the necessary questions. But we should
not forget that I am asking questions to the commander of the groupement number 1
of Treichville at the time and these people are his subordinates. That's why I am
asking the question. He is a person who should have this information, should know
his troops. This is under the assumption that I am progressing --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:44:41] In any case he is able to say "I don't
know." Imean. So please, Counsel, go ahead.

MR GARCIA: [12:44:51] (Interpretation)

Q.  [12:44:54] If you remember the question, Mr Witness, what was the ethnicity of
the people who had stayed in the camp when you gave that speech?

A.  [12:45:09] It was the Bétés, the Didas, the Abbeys and Attiés, and -- as well as
some people from other groups such as myself, of course.

MR O'SHEA: [12:45:29] Sorry, can I just, because my transcript is not clear, as is
yours, your Honour, I just want to -- I would just like my friend to just say what those
groups were, because we don't have it in front of us.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:45:43] Well, we have something which
probably in the future will be corrected but not, not yet. Now we have --

MR O'SHEA: Yes,  understand. It'sjust that I'd like to know what was said.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Yes, of course.

MR GARCIA: I think it appears on the transcript.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:45:56] Yes, but it doesn't appear in a way
which is intelligible to us.

MR GARCIA: [12:46:02] I can do that, your Honour, it shouldn't take much time.
(Interpretation)

Q. [12:46:06] Mr Witness, we have difficulties transcribing everything. You said
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there were people from certain ethnic groups. You mentioned the Didas, the Bétés,
the Abbeys. Did you mention another group?

A.  [12:46:27] I said, yes, of the Akan group such as myself.

MR ZOKOU: [12:46:37] (Interpretation) Mr President, he said the Attiés. There is
a group that is lacking, he said the Attiés. And then he concluded with the Akans
referring to himself. It is not in the transcript.

MR GARCIA: [12:47:02] Thank you, Counsel.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:47:04] But this is always the problem when
the counsel makes a summary instead of making the same question. I mean that's
why this happens. So, thank you.

MR GARCIA: [12:47:19] (Interpretation)

Q. [12:47:30] Mr Witness, when you were giving this speech, the speech that we
were talking about shortly, approximately how many soldiers remained in your
barracks?

A.  [12:47:46] To be frank, I cannot give you a number, because this was a difficult
situation. I cannot really give you a precise number. What I can say is that most of
the Dioula soldiers had gone, had left, almost all of them, practically all of them. So
maybe I can say 200, 250. I cannot give you a precise number.

Q.  [12:48:36] And when the general left did you think, did you believe that you
were free to leave the Treichville camp, to get out of the camp?

A.  [12:48:50] In relation to the moral ethics of the soldiers, of the military, I could
not abandon my men. I was the commander of that Republican Guard unit and so
one could not leave a sinking ship, so I had a moral obligation to stay with my men,
and I stayed.

Q.  [12:49:26] I would like to ask you questions on those new elements, those new
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elements that you saw at one time. But before that, let me backtrack a little bit.

You said that there were missions conducted by Captain Blé Kouassi and warrant
officer Kokobo. Do you know what was the purpose of the missions that they
undertook?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:50:10] What again, Mr N'Dry?

MR N'DRY: [12:50:14] The witness said that these two people never told him
anything. He has already said that. So the question was: "Do you know what was
their mission, what was their objective, what they were doing?" So I think the
witness had already said that they did not tell him anything. So this is asking him to
speculate.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:50:52] But he could have other, he could have
also other sources. They never told him but he could have other sources.

MR GARCIA: [12:50:59] Indeed, your Honour, and I think it's basically an objection
to the fact that I am seeking to clarify with the witness, so.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:51:06] No, no. Without going into polemics,
just put the question.

MR GARCIA: [12:51:17] (Interpretation)

Q. [12:51:18] Mr Witness, I will repeat the question just to be clear. Did you learn
about, did you know what they did during their missions, that's Blé Kouassi and
Kokobo?

A.  [12:51:33] Thank you, Mr President. It is true that I was not told anything by
them, but that does not mean that I did not have other sources of information. And
unless I am mistaken, our general staff received information relating to the positions
of the rebel groups at X, Y, Z locations, for example.

And so based on that information their mission was to go out and see whether it was
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true or not and then engage in combat, so if there was enemy gunfire they would be
compelled to react. So these were the types of missions that captain Blé Kouassi and
Kokobo carried out with some of the elements when they went out.

Q. [12:52:46] Now, just to clarify another thing, you said that the orders were not
transmitted by you but that the orders came directly from the general to captain

Blé Kouassi. My question is as follows: Did you subsequently learn, and I'm
talking about the legality of their missions, the authority that they used. Now, did
you learn that the general gave sanctions, issued sanctions against Kouassi Blé and
Kokobo for going out on missions without informing you?

MR O'SHEA: [12:53:46] I'm sorry to interrupt again. But that questions really
doesn't make a lot of sense in the context of the answers of the witness, because the
witness has already said --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:53:47] I didn't get it because you didn't wait.
MR O'SHEA: [12:53:50] Oh, sorry. Sorry.

Yes, I apologise for getting up again. But the question just put doesn't really make

a lot of sense in the context of the answers which have been given, because this
witness has said that the authorisation came from Blé Dogbo and, therefore, if it came
from the general, the authorisation came from the general, how is the general going to
sanction them? The question doesn't make sense.

MR GARCIA: [12:54:24] Well, your Honour, it's not for Mr O'Shea to be presenting
evidence in the case.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Yes. No, no.

MR GARCIA: It is for the witness, I believe. So I'm asking him a precise question.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:54:32] Let me please, let me please answer.

I think if it makes sense or not, I think it's not in this moment that we have to decide
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what makes sense or not.

MR O'SHEA: [12:54:43] That's -- that's not the point. The point is that the witness
has already said that the general authorised it. So I'm not giving evidence, it's the
evidence of the witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:54:54] Yes, yes. 1do understand. But

I think the question, the answer should be a logical consequence of that.

So please, answer the question. Answer the question, please.

THE WITNESS: [12:55:16] (Interpretation) Thank you.

Obviously, considering that the orders came from the general since -- who is my
superior there were no sanctions. If I, for example, took orders that were against the
general's position, then he would sanction me. But since this was the superior officer
of the Republican Guard who gave the orders, naturally there were no sanctions.

Q.  [12:55:55] And just to conclude on this small matter, during normal times,
during the -- that is before the post-election crisis, if in fact one of your elements had
gone on mission without prior authorisation or approval, would there be sanctions or
consequences against such conduct?

A.  [12:56:22] Yes, absolutely. If an element or a soldier went out without
receiving instructions from the general or from me, this would have been an
unfortunate initiative on the part of that person. That is to go out without
authorisation. So sanctions would be implemented.

Q. [12:56:48] And at your level would such sanctions have been endorsed by the
general?

A.  [12:57:00] *Ah! No. If I take disciplinary action I apply a level according to my
rank, but the General cannot ask me to postpone my punishment, because it is in my

capacity as an official, also, that I take a decision to punish an element. He also has his
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level that he can apply. So in a normal situation if I take a decision to sanction
someone, that sanction would be validated or endorsed. That is what I can say.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:57:41] Can we suspend?

MR GARCIA: [12:57:44] Yes, Mr President.

Thank you, Mr Witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [12:57:49] Thank you. Now I suspend for
lunchtime. We have an hour and a half lunch and then we meet again at 2.30 here.
Thank you, the hearing is adjourned.

THE COURT USHER: [12:58:01] All rise.

(Recess taken at 12.58 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.34 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [14:34:42] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:34:58] Good afternoon.

Good afternoon, Mr Witness. Iimmediately --

THE WITNESS: [14:35:07] Bonjour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:35:09] -- give the floor to the Prosecutor for
his questioning.

Please, yours the floor.

MR GARCIA: [14:35:15] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [14:35:24] So hello again, Witness.

A.  [14:35:28] Good afternoon.

Q.  [14:35:30] Now, Mr Witness, you spoke to us at a given moment in time during
your testimony about the fact that one evening you were surprised to note the

presence of elements, approximately 100 elements in your camp. Were these people
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that you had already seen in the past?

A. [14:36:06] No. Ihad never seen them beforehand.

Q.  [14:36:15] And for us to be able to situate this event in time, on that evening
when you noted the presence of these individuals, was that before or after the battle
of Abidjan?

A. [14:36:33] It was before.

MR ALTIT: [14:36:47] (Interpretation) Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:36:48] Maitre Altit.

MR ALTIT: [14:36:50] (Interpretation) I thank you, Mr President. I do apologise
for interrupting you.

From the outset of this testimony, we're talking about the battle of Abidjan as a
temporal reference, as before or after. It might be a good thing to put the question to
the witness as to when the battle commenced and ended, because I'm a little bit lost, I
must say.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:37:15] Me too. And I was going to put this
question, but I didn't want to interrupt the Prosecutor. But we should really say
when this battle, this so called battle of Abidjan took place. Thank you.

Could you tell us, Mr Witness, when this battle took place?

And by the way, you said before in questioning about hundred, if I recall well, it were
about 80, just -- this is my recollection.

MR GARCIA: [14:37:42] Your Honours, just on that particular point, I reference the
100 to page 54 in the transcript, and it says, line 27: (Interpretation) "Approximately
100 in my barracks." (Speaks English) So I can ask -- I am going to be asking
clarification questions in that regard.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:38:02] Okay, then I must be wrong. It must
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be me is wrong. Sorry.

So please, could you tell us when these battle of Abidjan took place? Thank you.
THE WITNESS: [14:38:13] (Interpretation) I thank you, Mr President. If my
memory serves me correctly, I believe that it was in the second half of the month of
March.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:38:27] Thank you.

Mr Prosecutor.

MR GARCIA: [14:38:30] (Interpretation)

Q.  [14:38:34] Now, Mr Witness, you say that you were surprised to see those
people. Are you in a position to tell us or to give us an approximate number of
elements that you saw on that evening? How many people?

A.  [14:38:51] I said approximately 100 people.

Q.  [14:38:58] I understand that these were men. Approximately how old were
they?

A, [14:39:09] Well, they were aged between 25 and 30, 35, approximately.

Q.  [14:39:19] Could you please explain to us, these people came into your camp
without you being warned; is that the case?

A.  [14:39:34] Yes, that is indeed the case.

Q.  [14:39:39] And at a given moment in time, did you come to find out who
allowed them to enter the camp?

A.  [14:39:56] I can't tell you in a peremptory fashion who allowed them to enter.
But with regard to the people that they obeyed, I'm talking about Captain Blé and the
warrant officer Kokobo, I presume that it was they who had them come into the
camp.

Q.  [14:40:23] And on that evening you noted their presence for the first time. Did
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you put any questions to Captain Blé Kouassi or to any other people, attempting to
ascertain who those individuals in your camp were?

A.  [14:40:43] No, I did not put any questions of that type. But as regards their
accent, by virtue of the fact that I had visited the west of the country because of the
Liberian crisis, I noticed by virtue of their accent and what they were saying, in
English that they were additional men coming from Liberia.

Q.  [14:41:24] And did you have the opportunity to speak to them?

A.  [14:41:31] No.

Q.  [14:41:31] So you say, from what I understood from your testimony, that they
were speaking in English; is that the case?

A. [14:41:43] Yes, that is the case.

Q.  [14:41:45] Now, amongst those troops or elements, did you note the presence of
any Ivorians?

A.  [14:42:00] I was not able to note that. But what I saw in my barracks was that
they did not have the accent or the profile of Ivorians, from what I could hear. I
didn't know those people, and so I was able to note when I heard them speaking
when I was walking around the barracks was that they had a Liberian accent.

Q. [14:42:36] And when you noted the presence of this group of individuals, what
did you do subsequently when you noted that there were men in your barracks who
did not belong to your barracks and from whom -- for whom you had not provided
the authorisation for them to be present in your barracks?

A.  [14:43:00] I just noted the state of affairs, that's all I could do.

Q.  [14:43:04] Did you report this fact back to the general staff of the Republican
Guard?

A.  [14:43:24] I did not report this fact because, as I said, I had already been
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sidelined or excluded, and I knew that this was additional manpower, from what I
could glean from my sources of information, information that had come from above.
And they could not have found themselves in the camp at the behest of the captain
and the warrant officer, so I presumed that they had come with the blessing of the
chef de corps.

Q. [14:44:07] And when you noted their presence on that evening, what precisely
were they doing in the barracks at that time?

A.  [14:44:16] Well, they were gathered or huddled in little groups, waiting for the
orders of the captain and the chief warrant officer who were present and who were
giving orders. And they were in charge of their presence with regard to their food,
and all of this was really managed by the captain and the warrant officer.

Q.  [14:44:50] For this to be clear on the record, you yourself noted that captain Blé
Kouassi Urbain and warrant officer Kokobo were somehow in charge or were taking
care of those men who were in the barracks?

A. [14:45:10] That is correct.

Q.  [14:45:26] Are you in a position it tell us how long they stayed in your barracks?
A.  [14:45:30] They stayed in the barracks until we came under fire in the barracks,
where everything had been placed out of order. And it was the next morning that
the barracks started to empty and everybody left.

Q. [14:46:13] Mr Witness, are you in a position to tell us when approximately those
strikes on the barracks occurred?

A.  [14:46:24] If my memory serves me correctly, I believe it was at the end of March,
beginning of April, I believe.

Q.  [14:46:40] So between the time when you noted their presence for the first time

and the time at which they left, what were they doing in the camp? What were their
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activities?

A. [14:46:58] As I said at an earlier stage, their main activity was to go out with the
captain and the chief warrant officer to conduct missions, either reconnaissance, or
whenever they received information saying that there were rebels present in such and
such a sector, they would go out and note or ascertain whether, yes or no, this
information was correct.

Q. [14:47:42] Did those elements wear standard uniform?

A.  [14:47:55] No, they did not wear standard uniform. Some of them were in
civilian attire and some of them were wearing just a military jacket, and some were
not in military attire.

Q.  [14:48:12] Were they armed?

A.  [14:48:17] Yes, they were armed.

Q.  [14:48:24] Now, for things to be clear, I'm wondering where, or do you know
where those new elements who arrived in your barracks got their weapons from?

A. [14:48:36] No, I do not know.

Q. [14:48:41] What I'm driving at is that I believe that this morning you testified to
the effect that there was an arms depot at your barracks. Is it possible that those
weapons came from that arms depot or are you not certain?

MR GBOUGNON: [14:49:02] (Interpretation) MTr President --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:49:03] I would just rephrase. Do you know
from where these arms came from?

MR GARCIA: [14:49:12] (Interpretation) With your leave, Mr President. Thank
you, I will rephrase.

Q.  [14:49:18] First of all, what weapons did those new elements have?

A.  [14:49:25] They had individual, they had Klash and AKs, principally.
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Q.  [14:49:38] And in your arms depot in Treichville, what types of weapons were
there?

A.  [14:49:42] We had individual weapons, AK-type weapons, semiautomatic
weapons, mortars, that's what we had.

Q. [14:50:01] And were you aware of what happened with regard to the armoury
or the arms depot? Were weapons given out to new recruits? Was that information
you were privy to at the time?

A.  [14:50:24] No, I was not informed, but the weapons that were in the arms depot
were weapons that belonged to my men, to the soldiers, and these were the weapons
that they used to ensure security and to fulfil their mission.

Q.  [14:50:45] Was there -- were there any --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:50:48] Please. Please, the pause. Thank
you.

MR GARCIA: [14:50:50] Thank you for reminding me, your Honour.

Q.  [14:50:53] (Interpretation) So let me say that again, Mr Witness. Are youina
position to tell us whether, apart from the weapons used by the elements in the
barracks, were there any other weapons, any other Kalashnikovs?

A. [14:51:16] Yes, there were reserves.

Q.  [14:51:19] So you told us that they went out on mission. Are you able to tell us
whether there was any training, or was there no training for these new elements?

A.  [14:51:40] Not to my knowledge. Those men, to my knowledge, did not receive
any training. Ididn't know them. I donotknow whether before arriving in the
barracks they had received any training, but I am not able to confirm that fact.

Q. [14:52:10] You told us that those new elements went out with Captain Blé

Kouassi and Captain Blé Dogbo. And did they report back to you after their mission
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during that period of time that you made mention of?

A.  [14:52:33] No, they did not give me any report, because of course I was not
giving them any orders. They received their orders from my hierarchy and, as a
result, I was not reported back to.

MR N'DRY: [14:53:03] (Interpretation) Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:53:04] Maitre N'Dry.

MR N'DRY: [14:53:06] (Interpretation) I believe that in the French transcript -- or,
rather, in the English transcript, rather than "Kokobo" I see written "Dogbo Blé."
That's in English.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:53:20] Blé Dogbo, Captain Blé Dogbo in
English, line 25.

MR GARCIA: [14:53:27] If it is the case, then once again I think the name of Blé
Kouassi has been replaced by Dogbo Blé Brunot, and it's not the case. I specifically
mentioned Captain Blé Kouassi.

And I thank Defence counsel for bringing that to my attention.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:53:45] Thank you. Please go ahead.

MR GARCIA: [14:54:29] (Interpretation)

Q.  [14:54:30] Now, Mr Witness, once again with regard to these new elements, did
you come to know where they came from? Was this something that was -- that you
were told about at a given moment in time?

A.  [14:54:50] With regard to their accent, and basing myself on the fact that I had
also been in the western part of the country during the Liberian crisis, this was an
accent that I knew. And for me, I deduced that they came from Liberia.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:55:15] This was already said. I don't know

why we come back to the same questions all the time.
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MR GARCIA: [14:55:25]

Q.  [14:55:29] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, during that period of time that you
mentioned when you first noted the presence of those men and until they left, were
there any other missions that they embarked upon? Were there any other people
who left your camp in Treichville to go and conduct missions elsewhere outside?

A. [14:55:48] No. It was those missions in the main. But in addition to those
missions, during the crisis period, as I said, we also had some law enforcement or
patrol missions that we conducted between the two rounds.

Q.  [14:56:08] Now, I would like to put questions to you with regard to those other
missions, those law enforcement missions that you have just mentioned. IfI
understood you correctly, were these missions that occurred before or after the
second round of the elections, the second round of the elections being on 28
November 20107

A.  [14:56:35] These missions took place before the second round.

Q. [14:56:41] Now, those missions that took place before the second round, are you
in a position to tell us in what month, approximately, they took place?

A.  [14:56:54] The second round took place on 28 November. So even before the
tirst round on 31 October, we were already conducting those patrols.

Q.  [14:57:12] And could you explain to us what the aim of those patrols was?

A.  [14:57:18] The aim of those patrols was to restore public order, because in
Treichville there were some youths that were setting up roadblocks, closing the roads
off and setting alight to tyres. So this was somewhat, it was troubling. So it was up
to them to go and take away those roadblocks for the situation to be restored to
normal.

Q.  [14:58:00] Are you in a position to tell us whether it was those youths who took
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part in those demonstrations, were they supporters for one side or the other?

A.  [14:58:19] I'm not in a position to make such a statement. They had their
reasons for being there, and I did not put the question to them. I was at a rear base.
I didn't ask them whether they were doing this for political reasons or --

THE INTERPRETER: [14:58:43] Overlapping speakers.

MR O'SHEA: [14:58:45] Your Honours, can I just caution my learned friend against
distorting the words of the witness when he asks his follow-up questions? Because
the witness spoke about burning tyres and setting up barricades, and that became
"demonstrations" in the next question.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [14:59:04] Yes, but I think we -- well, of course,
we do understand that these demonstrations were then these demonstrations he was
talking about. But it's better to use the same words. But we do under -- we are able
to put things together. But it is better if you use the same words. Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [14:59:27] (Interpretation)

Q.  [14:59:27] Mr Witness, were there any demonstrations in Treichville during that
period of time, that is to say just before the first round of the elections?

A.  [14:59:38] There were indeed demonstrations. The last of which took place,
that was the women who wanted to go to the Golf Hotel in order to liberate the Golf
Hotel according to their claims.

And with regard to that women's demonstration, we received the order to stop that
demonstration from taking place. And that was done in association with the police.
So it was together that we stopped these ladies from crossing the bridge, and that is
what happened.

Q. [15:00:41] Now, this particular demonstration, when did it occur, in

approximate terms?
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A.  [15:00:49] Between the two rounds of voting, between the 31st and the 28th.

Q. [15:00:56] Now, you said that you received orders to halt the demonstration, to
shut it down. Where did you get the -- who sent you those orders?

A.  [15:01:26] My hierarchy, General Dogbo Blé.

Q. [15:01:30] Now, what about these other demonstrations, were any orders issued?
Were people allowed to demonstrate freely in Treichville during that period between
the two rounds of voting?

A.  [15:01:50] It was not an easy thing to demonstrate freely because, you see, the
demonstrations led to disturbances. And so there was a request to prohibit all
demonstrations so as to restore public order. So unauthorised demonstrations were
not allowed.

Q. [15:02:23] Now, when you speak about reestablishing public order and
demonstrations that were not authorised, what did you do exactly?

A.  [15:02:32] As I said earlier, it was the police who had the authority to deal with
this sort of thing. And we provided support or a backup to protect police officers in
their primary mission.

Q.  [15:02:53] So I understand that this was your mission, but in actual fact, did any
authorities -- correction, were there any occasions when you or -- when you detained
or arrested people who were demonstrating and took them back to Treichville, back
to the camp?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: MTr O'Shea.

MR O'SHEA: [15:03:19] That's a pretty leading question.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:03:36] (Microphone not activated)

THE INTERPRETER: Microphone, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: "So I understand that this was your mission, but
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in actual fact, did any authorities -- correction, were there any occasions when you

or -- when you detained or arrested people who were demonstrating and took them
back to Treichville, back to the camp?"

I think that the question in fact is a bit confusing because I would not understand
what it means. So if you rephrase, I don't see any leading thing by this transcript.
MR GARCIA: [15:04:13] Unfortunately the translation is not that correct, but I'm just
going to simplify the question actually for the benefit even of the witness.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:04:22] And then I would like also to ask,
because always reading the translation, on page 83, just a few lines up, line 10, the
witness said:

"And so there was a request to prohibit all demonstrations so as to restore public
order."

Request by whom? If request is the right word used. There was a request. But
who requested?

MR GARCIA: [15:04:57] (Interpretation)

Q. [15:04:59] We will begin with the question put by the Presiding Judge. Now, in
the transcript you made mention of a request to prohibit demonstrations; is that the
case?

A.  [15:05:14] Yes. Isaid earlier that I received the order from the hierarchy to stop
the demonstration from --

Q.  [15:05:29] Thank you for the answer, Witness.

My question was this: You explained to us that it was the police who were detaining
people. Did any of your men stop or detain the demonstrators?

A. [15:05:48] Yes. Ithink yes. Isaid so during the first session, yes, yes. Some

of my men while patrolling would round up some of these young people who were
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burning tyres, causing destruction to property and bring them back to the barracks in
Treichville. And once they were back at the barracks, some of my men inflicted
certain treatment upon these young people. They mistreated them indeed. And I
put a stop to that because I did not think that was part of our mission.

Our mission was clear, if we detained any demonstrators or people causing
disturbances, they were to be taken to the police, to the police station or to the search
brigade.

So each time these young people who had been troublemakers were brought to the
Treichville base, systematically I would send them on their way to the police station
or to the search brigade, who would deal with them.

Q. [15:07:13] You spoke of mistreatment. What happened? What did they do?
A. [15:07:23] They would kick them, slap them around a bit. That's what I meant
by mistreatment. That's what my men did.

Q. [15:07:35] Now, to your knowledge, can you tell us why they did this with the
demonstrators who had been detained?

A.  [15:07:50] I must acknowledge that I can't really say clearly why they did that.
But sometimes they would say, well, they shouldn't be creating these disturbances,
and they need to be taught a lesson.

And I'said "No." To our mind, we were there to protect the people and, thus, once
we had collected these young people, we should take them to the police or to the
search brigade. It really wasn't our matter, our business.

Q. [15:08:42] And when you would see such incidents, would you punish the men
who had engaged in this behaviour, who had been lacking in discipline?

A.  [15:08:58] When I observed such things, I would suspend those men because, as

I said earlier, this was a period of time when punishment didn't really have much of
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an effect. SoIwould tell them to stop everything that I saw that went beyond our
mission.

Q.  [15:09:24] Now, Mr Witness, you say that you found yourself in a period of time
when punishments did not have much effect. Could you explain why the
punishments did not have much of an effect?

A.  [15:09:45] Well, it was the environment that we were operating in, because when
I took that attitude with regard to the young people who were brought to my base,
the information went up the chain of command, up the ladder, so to speak, to my
hierarchy, and then it was said that I was keeping the men from engaging in such
mistreatment, so I wasn't on their side, so to speak. So that was the conclusion that
they came to.

So in that environment, a punishment was not going to be going anywhere because,
really, my direct superior was saying that it should not be done during that period of
time and, well, they didn't trust me already. I was no longer within the chain of
command. Ihad been sidelined. So what authority did I have?

Q. [15:11:07] Mr Witness, you said that the information would go up in the
organisation to the general's level. What do you mean? And now the fact that you
kept the men from conducting or engaging in such misconduct --

A.  [15:11:32] Yes, exactly, exactly.

Q. [15:11:34] How did you find out about that, that the information had gone up,
higher up in the organisation to the level of the general?

A. [15:11:45] I found out about that, I learned about that because, you see, there
was a company at le Plateau. Ihad a company there as well. And at the Plateau,
that's where the information came back to me.

Q. [15:12:08] And apparently you've told us that as well, well, you said "I was not
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with them. I was not on their side."

What do you mean exactly? Who are you talking about when you say you weren't
"with them"? I will be more specific.

A.  [15:12:42] Okay.

Q.  [15:12:42] So you said you "weren't with them." What person were you
referring to?

A.  [15:12:45] I'm referring to General Dogbo Blé.

Q. [15:12:50] Who else?

A.  [15:12:58] Within the general staff, there was General Dogbo Blé, his head of
staff, Captain Kipré, who had -- well, he had said that I could not be trusted.
Lieutenant Colonel Ohouko Mody, you see, those people, that group of officers.

Q. [15:13:27] And when you learned about this, did your behaviour change? How
did you react?

A.  [15:13:40] Well, that information spread amongst the men that I saw, and they
started to challenge my authority. They really didn't -- well, they could see that I
was not aligned with my hierarchical leader.

Q.  [15:14:13] Now, if you could be more specific, Witness, just one other question.
Now, the demonstrations that occurred just before and during the two rounds of
voting, the demonstrators who were in Treichville, could you tell us in general terms
to the best of your knowledge, were these people supporters of some political party or,
well, what were the demonstrations about actually?

A.  [15:14:55] Well, in relation to the information that came my way, well, these
demonstrators were supporters of the group opposed to the government of the day.
What I mean by that is the RHDP group, they were RHDP supporters.

Q.  [15:15:35] Thank you for making that point, for specifying that point,
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Mr Witness.

In the previous session you made mention of the fact that the General Dogbo Blé
came to your camp at one time. And I would just like to ask you so the case record
is clear, could you give us a time frame, when did he come to the camp? Do you
remember when that happened, approximate dates?

A.  [15:16:23] Well, there was the press conference on 15 December, and it was after
that press conference. That is when he came to my base.

Q. [15:16:51] Very well. You just mentioned a press conference. What was this
press conference all about?

A. [15:16:58] He had invited some local journalists, and for the most part, basically,
he gave an account of, well, saying that the Golf Hotel was to be liberated and that if
ever some people were seen around the barracks loitering about, trying to recruit
some soldiers, that type of thing, those people were to be seized and brought back.
And also he said that he was willing to begin the battle of Abidjan, so basically that
was his message.

Q. [15:18:01] And were you there during the press conference?

A, [15:18:07] Yes.

Q. [15:18:11] Were other officers present?

A.  [15:18:21] Other officers from the general staff were there. His deputy, Colonel
Aby, Colonel Mody, all the officers, all the officers were there.

Q. [15:18:56] You said that he stated that the Golf Hotel was to be liberated.

Could you elaborate?

A.  [15:19:02] To my mind the way I understood what he said, the Golf hotel was
the stronghold of the RHDP members. So we were to go there and drive them out of

the hotel. That is what I understood from his remarks.
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Q.  [15:19:37] Simply put as best you understood, when you heard that, that was a
call, a call to whom? To the local people, to the military, to whom?

A.  [15:19:51] It was a call intended for the Republican Guard. It was intended for
them, because he held this press conference as the commander of the Republican
Guard.

Q.  [15:20:09] Where did the press conference take place?

A.  [15:20:15] On my base in Treichville.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:20:28] May I put a question? You said
before that the general in this press conference talked about -- and I'm always reading
the English transcript -- you will start -- where is it? That he made a call to start the
battle of Abidjan. Now I can't find it exactly. But did he use this wording? Did
you know what this meant?

MR GARCIA: [15:21:26] I have the exact words in the French transcript, your
Honour, if that might help.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:21:30] Yes, please.

MR GARCIA: [15:21:31] (Interpretation)

Q.  [15:21:32] Witness, just so that we can respond or clear up the point raised by
the Chamber, you said that he was ready to engage in the battle of Abidjan?

A.  [15:21:48] Well, he said that if the battle of Abidjan was to take place, he was
ready for that battle. That's exactly what he said.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:22:02] Did you understand what he meant
with this? What is the battle of Abidjan?

THE WITNESS: [15:22:07] (Interpretation) The battle of Abidjan? That is what we
experienced after my barracks were bombed. We were in Treichville, and we had to

defend our base, our positions. And so to do so, if we had enemy opposite us who

22.09.2016 Page 74



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-77-Red2-ENG CT WT 22-09-2016 75/87 EP T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347

were wanting for -- wanting other things or calling for other things, we had to protect
our base, and so there you have it. That is what I mean when I speak about the
battle of Abidjan and also the context that we were within.

Your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:23:13] Please go ahead.

THE WITNESS: [15:23:15] (Interpretation) I was saying that in Abidjan, you see,
this was the last stronghold still under the -- under the control of the president,
President Laurent Gbagbo. And thus if the general thought that they needed -- that
we needed to fight, that we could not allow the battle, we could not capitulate to the
enemy who were advancing upon Abidjan and, thus, we had to stand together and
stand strong and be ready to respond to fight back.

MR ALTIT: [15:24:07] (Interpretation) Your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:24:08] Maitre Altit.

MR ALTIT: [15:24:09] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. Just for the
transcript, I believe it might be useful to specify that the witness used two expressions
in French that are completely opposite. He said that the person who had held the
press conference set about engaging the battle of Abidjan, starting, commencing it.
And then he said, he said no, it was to defend.

But I want it to be absolutely clear so that at some later stage we don't, we don't want
to be told that it's the same thing.

And I think the expression "engager la bataille d'Abidjan" is the key phrase here.
And I think what he said is the complete opposite.

MR GARCIA: [15:25:13] Your Honours, then if I may just for the record, that is in
my opinion an inappropriate intervention by Defence counse], it's not an objection to

questions and it's matters that he can handle in cross-examination if indeed he expects
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that there is a contradiction between two terms. But that's nothing that should be
said in front of the witness at this time.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:25:33] Let's not engage in a dialogue between
the counsel.

And I will ask the witness, I think it's quite relevant, and I go back to the English
transcript, of course, and we have the problem with the original, but the English
transcript said, "And also he said, the general at the press conference, that he was
willing to begin the battle of Abidjan. So basically that was his message."

So can you please clarify what was said in that press conference and what you
understood from the words of the general?

THE WITNESS: [15:26:20] (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. I said that
the general had said that if the battle of Abidjan was to begin, he was ready to begin
the battle. Thatis whatIsaid. Ireiterate, if the battle of Abidjan was to take place,
he was ready to engage in battle. That is what he said.

MR ALTIT: [15:26:58] (Interpretation) With your leave, your Honour?
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:27:00] Maitre Altit.

MR ALTIT: [15:27:01] (Interpretation) An observation regarding the point just
raised by my learned friend opposite. I think it is particularly important to make
things utterly clear if we are navigating between two languages, and I think we really
need to clear this up, otherwise we will not know what the witness meant.

If the questions are not put properly, it's the other parties that ultimately need to clear
matters up. And that is an appropriate thing.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:27:39] I think you are right. But the OTP,
counsel of OTP is always right -- also right in saying that you can clarify your position

when it's your time to examine the witness.
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But I wonder if there is something at the press conference, normally the day after we
have the press reporting about this press conference, so I wonder if there is something,
some document, some press document which reports about this press. And I'm
obviously addressing this to the Office of the Prosecutor.

MR GARCIA: [15:28:19] There is, your Honour, and we intend to submit it. I'm
looking for the right time obviously. I don't want to cut the witness during his
testimony to address documentary evidence.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:28:28] Okay.

MR GARCIA: That's the only reason. But indeed to answer the question, there is
an item of evidence, and it's item of evidence that is at tab 12 that we intend to submit
following the or during the testimony of this witness. Perhaps it will be at a time
when we have a little bit of extra time to do this.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:28:47] Okay. So please now go ahead.

MR GARCIA: [15:28:49] (Interpretation)

Q.  [15:28:50] Sir, you also said that General Dogbo Blé Brunot also made mention
of recruitment, the possibility that someone might be loitering about trying to recruit?
A.  [15:29:20] Let me be more specific. It wasn't recruitment. You see, during that
period some people would come to return the soldiers. So he asked and he said
anyone who might be, anyone who might be trying to, shall we say, lead one of the
soldiers of the Republican Guard down the garden path, that such a person should be
dealt with.

Q.  [15:30:01] Thank you very much.

Mr Witness, do you know whether this -- whether there were any newspapers who
repeated what General Dogbo Blé Brunot had to say at that press conference on that

day?
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A.  [15:30:21] Yes, indeed. There were newspapers who printed that. But I do not
remember the names of those newspapers. But indeed all of the press that were
present repeated those words in the press on the next day.

Q.  [15:30:41] (No interpretation)

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Maitre O'Shea.

MR O'SHEA: [15:30:45] Just a technical issue, your Honours.

In the English transcript, page 95, lines 6 and 7:  "So he asked, and he said anyone
who might be, anyone who might be trying to, shall we say, lead one of the soldiers of
the Republican Guard down the garden path, such a person must be dealt with."

I'm just wondering --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:31:27] What that means? And me too.

MR O'SHEA: [15:31:30] Well, because the thing is that I heard in French "d'étendre,
d'étendre."” And I won't, so as not to upset anybody, I won't give my own translation
of that word. But perhaps the translators could give an appropriate English word to
the word "d'étendre."

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:31:46] Yes. Imustsay I didn't understand
what this whole sentence meant, but I didn't want even to interrupt continuously.

MR O'SHEA: [15:31:57] Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:31:58] So we probably should, we should give
a meaning to this sentence.

MR GARCIA: [15:32:03] (Interpretation)

Q.  [15:32:04] Mr Witness, I'm going to go back to what you heard General Blé
Dogbo saying, and I'm referencing lines 14 to 17 of page 91. "If there were ever any
people seen loitering around the camp attempting to recruit, in attempting to recruit

some soldiers, those people needed to be seized hold of, and they were to be brought
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back to him," end of quote.

I'just wanted to make sure that this is exactly what you said?

A. [15:32:50] Yes. Thatis correct. When I talk about recruiting, in fact, the
objective was to lead people astray. And the cause was not the cause that you are
defending, but you need to be on their side, you need to be -- so those people who
came to come and lead the people astray, and lead them astray to their cause is what I
meant.

Q. [15:33:19] So if I understand you correctly, you mean lead astray to join another
group?

A. [15:33:24] That is correct.

Q. [15:33:25] And what was that other cause?

A.  [15:33:27] It was to tell the soldiers that they should no longer fight, that the
cause was lost and that they should not fight anymore, it's clear.

Q. [15:33:53] And you mentioned that, well, the general said that those people
needed to be seized and that they needed to be brought back to him?

A. [15:34:04] That is correct.

Q.  [15:34:05] And what do you mean by that?

A.  [15:34:06] Well, whenever we saw an individual leading a soldier astray, and if
that was what that person heard, if that person was then taken, then he requested that
that person be taken to him.

Q.  [15:34:38] And to your memory, were there any incidents when people
attempted to lead soldiers astray?

A.  [15:34:50] No, I have no memory of that.

Q. [15:34:52] Now, Mr Witness, we're going to somewhat change subject matter.

During your testimony you talked to us about the fact that you communicated over
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the radio; is that true? Ijust wanted to know a little bit more about that. When
your elements went out on mission, were you able to communicate with them whilst
they were elsewhere, whether it be in Treichville itself, on the other side of the
bridge?

A. [15:35:47] Yes, that is correct. I did have the possibility to communicate with
them over the radio.

Q.  [15:35:57] And did they have the opportunity also to communicate with you?
A.  [15:36:04] Yes, that is correct, they did have the possibility because we had
receivers and emitters, so this was a tool that enabled us to communicate.

Q. [15:36:20] Do you remember the type of radio that you had at the time in order
to communicate?

A. [15:36:28] These were Motorola radios.

Q. [15:36:41] In order for me to understand, when a mission went out, was it you
yourself who spoke to the elements who went out on mission or was it somebody
else?

A. [15:36:56] As far as coordination was concerned, there was a superior officer on
duty, and the general staff could or the staff headquarters could follow what was
going on and everybody could know what was going on.

And as this was my area, this was my area of responsibility, I was the first person to
solve any problems were any to arise. But in realtime the hierarchy could follow
what was going on.

Q. [15:37:44] And to communicate over the radio, did certain individuals have
aliases? Were they called by any code names?

A.  [15:38:00] Yes, we did have call signs to communicate with.

Q.  [15:38:09] Now, I know I'm going to be making your memory work somewhat,
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did you have a call sign for General Dogbo Blé Brunot?

[15:38:22] His call sign was Atlas.

[15:38:27] And for Lieutenant Colonel Ohoukou Mody?

[15:38:34] It was Cosmos.

[15:38:38] And for Lieutenant Yoro Doukoré?

[15:38:52] I believe that it was Zephir 1 or 2 if my memory serves me correctly.

O T S

[15:39:01] We might cut this short, but at a given moment in time, were you
requested to specify what those call signs were? Was there a judicial request made
to you to obtain this information?

A.  [15:39:21] Yes. Iwasrequested to provide the call signs for the main officers,
that is to say the commander of the Republican Guard, his deputy -- myself, I wasn't
on it -- but some of the officers who were in positions of responsibility and I did
provide that list.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:39:44] To whom?

MR GARCIA: [15:39:47] (Interpretation)

[15:39:48] And who did you provide this information to?

[15:39:52] To the justice of my legal system in my country.

[15:39:59] So this was a judicial request?

[15:40:01] Indeed.

o > 0 > O

[15:40:03] So I would like to call up document, it is in fact tab 13, and the ERN is
CIV-OTP-0012-0257.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:40:28] It's public?

MR GARCIA: [15:40:31] (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.
PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:41:03] It's a public document?

MR GARCIA: (Interpretation) Yes.
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: Are you sure? Because the court officer said
that somewhere there is an annotation of confidentiality.

MR GARCIA: [15:41:10] If the Court permits me a couple of seconds.

(Counsel confers)

MR GARCIA: [15:41:19] Your Honours, we'll have it confidential for the moment
but it can be, I'll discuss afterwards, but it can be that it can be publicised afterwards.
I don't see -- at first glance, I don't see anything confidential on it.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:41:35] Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [15:41:53] (Interpretation)

Q. [15:41:54] Now, Mr Witness, can you see the document before you?

A. [15:42:01] Yes, indeed.

Q. [15:42:03] Very well. Ishall ask you to look at it briefly. Idon't think it will
take you too long. But was it you yourself who signed this document under the seal
of the general staff of the Republican Guard? Is that your signature?

A. [15:42:25] That is correct.

Q. [15:42:26] And is this indeed the document that you handed over in response to
a judicial request of 21 October 20117

A. [15:42:39] That is correct.

Q. [15:42:40] And is the information there incorrect? Please take the time to read it.
A.  [15:42:55] It is correct.

THE INTERPRETER: [15:42:57] Correction from the English booth: The date of the
judicial request is 17 October 2011.

MR GARCIA: (Interpretation)

Q. [15:43:05] I would like to put a question to you, that, at the bottom of the page to

the right, this is the seal of the general staff of the Republican Guard, is that correct?
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A. [15:43:11] Yes, that is correct.

Q. [15:43:14] And is this a seal that you append to outgoing documents from the
Republican Guard on a systematic basis?

A. [15:43:25] Yes, indeed.

Q.  [15:43:32] Thank you, Mr Witness.

MR GARCIA: [15:43:34] I'd like to have this document submitted, your Honour.
And it can go public, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:43:45] Thank you.

MR GARCIA: [15:43:48] (Interpretation)

Q. [15:45:19] Now, Mr Witness, I'd like to once again change subject. During your
testimony you spoke to us of the fact that you had a bodyguard; is that correct?

A. [15:45:29] Yes, indeed.

Q.  [15:45:31] Do you know whether at the time, I'm talking at the time just before
the two election rounds and subsequently, did elements of the Republican Guard
serve as bodyguards for any individuals who were not linked to the government?
A. [15:45:58] Yes, indeed. We had elements who had bodyguards, but under the
mission of the Republican Guard, at the special request of the president, people could
be provided with bodyguards.

Q.  [15:46:32] Could you recall or do you recall who benefited from a bodyguard
from the Republican Guard at that moment in time?

A.  [15:46:40] Well, there were the ministers, the presidents of the various
institutions, some individuals from the *galaxie des patriotes *some opinion leaders
also had bodyguards.

Q. [15:47:21] You mentioned the* galaxie des patriotes. Can you tell us who

specifically within that group benefitted from the services of bodyguards from the
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Republican Guard?

A.  [15:47:35] Well, there was Mr Blé Goudé who had a bodyguard. There was
some individuals such as Ahoua Stalone and Dakouri. Those are the leaders,
opinion leaders, who had bodyguards.

Q.  [15:48:03] Now, in the transcript you mentioned Ahoua Stalone. Could you
spell the name of that individual?

A. [15:48:09] It is A-H-O-U-A, I believe, Ahoua.

Q. [15:48:23] And you also mentioned the family name Stalone?

A.  [15:48:27] Stalone, I don't know whether it's his family name. I don't know.
S-T-A-L-O-N-E.

[15:48:33] And you also mentioned an individual by the name of Dakouri?
[15:48:48] Yes, I said that.

[15:48:49] Is it D-A-K-O-U-R-I?

[15:48:51] Yes, that's correct.

[15:48:52] And those two people -- Ahoua Stalone, who was that?

> O » O »

[15:49:03] As I said, these were opinion leaders. They were on President
Gbagbo's side.

Q. [15:49:09] Let us start with Charles Blé Goudé. When did he benefit from the
services of a bodyguard from the Republican Guard? Can you remember in which
month that was?

A.  [15:49:29] I can't answer that question, to the extent that I arrived in 2004 and he
was already there, his guard was already there. And I can't answer that question.
Q. [15:49:40] Was it before or after the elections of 2010 that he had --

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:49:47] Can we slow down a little bit in the

sequence of the questioning and the answering.
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Maitre Gbougnon.

MR GBOUGNON: [15:49:59] (Interpretation) I believe that the witness clearly
answered the question. He said that he can't answer it.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:50:08] Yes, this is not an opposition. He
can't answer it because he was already there in 2004, but then now we go into the
tuture from 2004. Please.

MR GARCIA: [15:50:21] (Interpretation)

Q. [15:50:23] So, Mr Witness, quite simply for things to be clear, was it before or
after the elections of 2010 that Mr Blé Goudé had a bodyguard from the Republican
Guard?

A. [15:50:40] No, it was before 2010 because I arrived in 2004 as commander of the
Republican Guard, and he already had bodyguards. So I do not know when those
bodyguards were assigned to him.

Q. [15:51:14] You also mentioned a Mr Ahoua Stalone. I put the same question to
you: Was this before or after the elections of 2010 that this individual had
bodyguards?

[15:51:29] It was before the elections of 2010.

[15:51:33] Now, Mr Witness, does the name Navigué Konaté ring a bell?
[15:51:48] Yes, indeed.

[15:51:49] Could you explain to us who that individual is?

> o > O »

[15:51:52] He was also part of the opinion leaders.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:52:14] Can I ask what is an opinion leader?
THE WITNESS: [15:52:27] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. These were
individuals, personalities who were conveying the ideas of the President of the

Republic, President Laurent Gbagbo. So they were individuals whose mission it was

22.09.2016 Page 85



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-77-Red2-ENG CT WT 22-09-2016 86/87 EP T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS: CIV-OTP-P-0347

to convey, to my mind, the ideas of the president. So that's what I mean by opinion
leaders.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:53:09] Convey to whom?

THE WITNESS: [15:53:11] (Interpretation) To the youth.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:53:24] Mr Prosecutor.

MR GARCIA: [15:53:25] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [15:53:28] Mr Witness, do you know or to your knowledge did this individual,
Mr Konaté Navigué, at any moment in time benefit from the services of a bodyguard
from the Republican Guard?

A. [15:53:47] Yes, indeed.

Q.  [15:53:53] Do you recall who within the Republican Guard was the bodyguard
of Mr Navigué?

A.  [15:54:08] Unfortunately not. It's a long time ago.

Q. [15:54:16] I would like you to explain to us, because I think you started
explaining but then we went off on another tack, for an element of the Republican
Guard to be made bodyguard to an individual or personality, where does that order
come from?

A.  [15:54:45] I receive the order from General Dogbo Blé.

Q.  [15:55:02] And if I understand your testimony correctly, this morning you said
that that order normally came in the form of a document, a letter?

A. [15:55:12] Yes. Generally speaking, when an element is seconded as a
bodyguard, there is a note de service, which is signed by or a memorandum which is
signed by the general attesting to the status of this individual as seconded.

MR GARCIA: [15:55:45] Now, Mr President, I wanted to show a document to the

witness, but in view of the advanced hour I do not believe that I will have the time to
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look into this in any depth. So I'm in the hands of the Chamber. If you want, we
could continue tomorrow?

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:56:04] I think we continue tomorrow. Idon't
know how long it will take you. You have out of the 4 hours, 3 hours and 40 about
done. So more or less can you give an estimate, just also for the benefit of the
Defence of course.

MR GARCIA: [15:56:26] Certainly, your Honours, I should not take more than 30
minutes tomorrow morning. I'm going to try to keep it very tight.

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [15:56:31] Okay. So we immediately continue
with the Defence. Thank you very much.

So now we break for today. We resume at 9.30 tomorrow morning. Thank you,
Mr Witness, for your time here and see you tomorrow morning 9.30.

The hearing is adjourned.

THE COURT USHER: [15:56:57] All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.57 p.m.)
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