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Judge Olga Herrera Carbuccia7

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 18

Monday, 25 September 20179

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.33 a.m.)10

THE COURT USHER:  [9:33:26] All rise.11

The International Criminal Court is now in session.12

Please be seated.13

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:33:45] Good morning.  Good morning to14

everybody.15

(Interpretation)  Good morning, Mr Witness.  I do not hear anything.16

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:34:29] The witness's microphone is not on.17

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:34:32] Is my voice coming through?18

WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-000919

(The witness speaks French)20

THE WITNESS:  [9:34:49] (Interpretation)  Good morning, Mr President.21

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:34:51] Before giving the floor to the Office of22

the Prosecutor first and then later on to the Defence teams, and before starting the23

witness questioning, I would ask you first to give us your complete name, place and24

date of birth, citizenship and everything, every information identifying you.  Thank25
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you very much.1

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:23] (Interpretation)  Thank you, Mr President.  I'm General2

Philippe Mangou, former chief of staff of the army of Côte d'Ivoire.  I was born on 263

January 1952 in Abidjan Treichville of the late Reverend Pastor François Mangou and4

of the late Yepi~(phon) Sophie, both of which hail from the village of5

Yopougon-Kouté, which gave its name to the commune that you have often heard6

speak of.7

I am therefore of Ivorian nationality, Mr President.  I am a soldier.  I did my8

primary school studies in Dahomey at the time which is now Bénin, because my9

father was a pastor in schooling there.  And then I continued with my primary10

studies in Akoupé and in Adzopé, where I still was following my father.11

And then I went on to my secondary school studies at the moderne du Plateau school12

and at the Lycée classique in Abidjan, and then at university in Abidjan where I got a13

DEUG 2.14

And then, as there was a strike that left us at the Akouédo camp in the company of15

the soldiers for nearly two weeks, I was very impressed by their way of doing things,16

by their uniform, and to such an extent that when we were released from Akouédo, I17

then signed up to take the army to enter -- to take the test in order to enter the army,18

and I entered the army and spent in Bouaké two years as a non-commissioned officer,19

subsequent to which as a trainee.20

Then I went to France -- this is already in the years 1980 -- to the school of the calvary21

armoured school.  I essentially worked on the AMX-30, the 10 RC, on the EBR, on the22

mythical tank that some of the French officers have not had --23

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:38:00] Message from the interpreter:  The witness is going24

far too fast, far too dense.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:38:09] Can you go a little bit slower because1

we have interpretation.  Thank you.  Just slow down a little bit.  Thank you.2

THE WITNESS:  [9:38:17] (Interpretation)  Thank you, Mr President.  As I was3

saying, I had the luck to study the EBR, the reconnaissance armoured vehicle, which4

is a mythical vehicle that never turns around and that when it goes off in one5

direction, when the chief orders it to reverse, it goes off in another direction.6

I also studied the AML-60, the AML-90, the 10 RC, and I went back to Côte d'Ivoire7

where I essentially served in the armoured battalion for nearly 20 years.  I served as8

a chief of platoon, as a squadron commander, as the head of training, as the second in9

command, commander second in command, as the commanding officer before being10

transferred to the Republican Guard, where I occupied the position as the second in11

command.  And then I went off to the school in Bouaké, the military school, as an12

instructor, where I taught officers.13

I am today a very happy general, because some of my students are also occupying14

positions of generals.  Let me provide you with the example of Doumbia, the brigade15

general who was one of my students and who is currently the chief of staff or the16

deputy chief of staff of the armed forces of Côte d'Ivoire.  There are others that can17

be mentioned in other countries, such as Gabon; there are also some in Togo.18

So after the EFA, I was then posted to the ministry of defence, where I occupied the19

position of deputy director of doctrine and employment, subsequent to which I20

unfortunately was thrown in jail, Mr President.  And if you ask me why that was, I21

might like to explain this to you, but I spent a year in prison.  And as soon as I was22

released from prison, in the year 2000, let's say 2001, in Côte d'Ivoire there was the23

crisis.24

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:41:24] Excuse me if I interrupt you.  We have25
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not yet started your testimony.  I'm very happy if you resume shortly what is your1

career because this was also a topic which the Office of the Prosecutor and probably2

the other parties want to know, but without going into details which then will be3

probably part of the questioning.4

So if you just tell us the steps you did within the army to arrive to the position of the5

CEMA, that is okay.  And then we continue with these preliminary issues which I6

have to deal with, and then we start the questioning, okay?7

THE WITNESS:  [9:42:20] (Interpretation)  Yes, I was getting to that, Mr President.8

It wasn't with a view of talking of the crisis of 2000, but what I wanted to say was that9

subsequent to the crisis I was appointed as commander of the theatre of operations,10

and I was in command of the theatre of operations from 2000 to -- 2002, correction,11

to 2004.  I was then appointed as chief of staff of the army on 13 November 2004.12

So the successive ranks, I was a second lieutenant from 1978 to 1980, say.  In 1980 I13

was a lieutenant.  Four years later, in 1985, I occupied the position of captain.14

Seven years later, I was a commander.  Seven years later once again, I was lieutenant15

colonel.  Three years later, I was promoted to the rank of colonel.  And at that rank,16

I was appointed as chief of staff of the army, so there was a regularisation.  And17

from colonel I went to colonel major.  And I was then appointed brigadier,18

subsequent to which I was appointed major general.  And then in August 2010, I was19

promoted to the rank of lieutenant general.20

Now, Mr President, I hold a number of distinctions.  I am an officer of the national21

order.  I am chevalier of the national order.  I have an order of merit as officer.  I22

also have a commander of merit.23

Thank you.24

Commander of merit of the national education.  I also obtained the bronze medal25
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from the French Defence and also silver and gold.  And I have the AMICI medal.  I1

am married, Mr President, and I have six children.2

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:45:08] Thank you very much.  I think this was3

quite -- you have pictured your career quite broadly, so testifying on your education,4

qualification and training.5

Now we continue with this preliminary information.  Near you is sitting Ms6

Penelope Blake.  She's your Rule 74 counsel which has been assigned to you for7

self-incrimination issues.8

Mrs Blake is present with you, and if any concerns arise during your testimony, she9

will be able to advise you and to raise concerns with the Chamber what you yourself10

can also do if you think it will touch or go close to possible self-incrimination.11

In any case, the Chamber gives you the assurance pursuant to Rule 74(3) of the Rules12

of Procedure and Evidence that your testimony will not be used either directly or13

indirectly against you in any subsequent proceedings before by this Court except14

under Article 70 and 71, which are the offences against the Court in case of false15

testimony.16

Accordingly, if any question is asked that could lead to your self-incrimination, your17

answer will be heard in private session, and this answer will be kept confidential.18

All parties, the questioning parties, are responsible for requesting private sessions19

prior to asking questions that could lead to such a self-incrimination.20

But of course, as I said before, you yourself should be also alert and eventually ask for21

private session if you want to give an answer in private session.22

Now, as I told you before when I asked you to speak a little bit slower, it is because of23

interpretation.  This trial is bilingual, is held in French and in English.  I'm speaking24

English, probably some others will speak English and put questions to you in English25
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and, therefore, it is necessary that we understand each other.  Especially, this1

becomes even more important when you are asked in French and you respond in2

French, which would lead you to immediately reply without pausing and without3

waiting until the interpretation is concluded.4

So I would ask you to speak slowly and to avoid to overlap with your interlocutors.5

And if I give you a sign, it is because I hear from the booths the protests in my ear.6

So just slow down if I give you a sign.7

Now I come to your testimony.  Of course, you know that this Chamber has been8

established to try the case of the Prosecutor against Mr Gbagbo and Mr Blé Goudé.9

And you are here as a witness.  And as a witness, your obligation is to tell the truth,10

to respond truthfully to the questions which will be put to you by the lawyers here in11

the courtroom and maybe also by the Chamber.12

Your testimony will not be very short, so if you have any concerns at any time, please13

raise these concerns with the Chamber and we will address them as appropriate.14

So now before giving the floor to the Office of the Prosecutor, I would ask you to15

make the solemn undertaking requested by law that you will speak the truth.  You16

read please the formula.17

THE WITNESS:  [9:50:23] (Interpretation)  I solemnly declare that I shall speak the18

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.19

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [9:50:37] Thank you very much.  The last20

information is that false testimony is an offence against the Court and therefore I21

really ask you to say all what you have to say truthfully.22

And I would now give the floor to the Office of the Prosecutor.  Yours, the floor.23

You have requested 16 hours.  By Thursday, the 16 hours are far over.  So it should24

be, I would say, in four days we can reach this, the end of the questioning by the25
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Office of the Prosecutor.  Thank you very much.  The floor is yours.1

MR MACDONALD:  [9:51:30] Thank you, your Honour.2

QUESTIONED BY MR MACDONALD:  (Interpretation)3

Q.   [9:51:48] Good morning, Mr Mangou.4

A.   [9:51:50] Good morning, Mr Prosecutor.5

Q.   [9:51:55] Just to start with, because before swearing you in you, well, you6

mentioned quite a number of things before you were sworn in.  And one of those7

things was that you said that you were familiar or you said something to the effect8

that you were familiar with proceedings here.9

Have you followed proceedings as transmitted over the Internet or in western Africa10

over Africa 24?11

A.   [9:52:37] I have followed a number of sessions, but not all, in view of my12

obligations, just a few sessions.13

Q.   [9:52:48] And when following these sessions, who was testifying?14

A.   [9:52:58] I saw testify, I saw a young Liberian gentleman testifying, not in its15

entirety.  I also followed the testimony of General Kassaraté, not in its entirety, but16

also the General Guiai Bi Poin's testimony, but not in its entirety either.17

Q.   [9:53:23] Very well.  Thank you.18

I would like to hark back, just for this to be put on the record, to the meetings that you19

had with the Office of the Prosecutor.  So I'm going to be suggestive on this point, on20

the items that are known to all and sundry of course.  I understand that from at least21

August 2011 you met with investigators of the OTP on at least two encounters for22

what we refer to in our jargon as preliminary encounters.  Do you remember?23

A.   [9:54:11] Yes, I did meet.24

Q.   [9:54:14] I'm sorry to interrupt you.  Without naming the individuals, please,25
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because we are in open session.  We can go into private session if need be in order to1

name them.  Please continue.2

A.   [9:54:29] Be assured or reassured, I do not know their names.  I was indeed3

questioned on 9 August 2011 and on 23 August 2011.4

Q.   [9:54:46] And subsequent to that you gave statements, what we refer to as5

statements.  The first was on, once again, this was recorded in October 2011, more6

specifically, on 7 and 9 October.  Can you confirm that?7

A.   [9:55:04] Yes, I can confirm that, Mr Prosecutor.8

Q.   [9:55:07] In the days following that first statement made to the Office of9

Prosecutor, were you questioned by the military tribunal?10

A.   [9:55:23] Yes, I was questioned by the military tribunal, but it wasn't questioning11

as such.  I just made a statement; they noted down my statement without putting12

any questions to me.13

Q.   [9:55:41] And in July 2012, we met for the first time.  And once again for a14

discussion with the Office of the Prosecutor; can you confirm that?15

A.   [9:55:57] Yes, I can confirm that we had nearly four sessions in July 2012 with16

the Office of the Prosecutor.17

Q.   [9:56:07] And finally, we met again in June 2013 for what we shall call today was18

the second statements, that is, June -- oh, I do apologise.  September 2013.  Do you19

remember?20

A.   [9:56:26] Yes, it was indeed in September 2013.21

Q.   [9:56:31] I understand that between our meeting of July 2012 and22

September 2013, you also drafted a report for the attention of the Ivorian authorities.23

What date was that?  The document was not dated, and secondly, why?24

A.   [9:57:06] We should note that President Alassane, newly elected to the position25
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of president of Côte d'Ivoire, had formed his government, and when I went to the1

Golf on 12 April 2011 to pledge my allegiance, the president subsequent to the2

ceremony of allegiance received me in his office in the company of Mr Amon Tanoh3

who at the time was his directeur de cabinet, and he said that he would have me4

sworn in once again to the position of chief of staff of the army.5

And once he had set up his government, Mr Koffi Koffi Paul, was the minister of6

defence.  And it was he who requested that I provide him with a report on the chain7

of command on the armed forces of Côte d'Ivoire in times of peace and crisis.8

So it was Mr Koffi Koffi Paul, minister of defence, to whom I handed over that report.9

Q.   [9:58:20] Do you recall the approximate date?10

A.   [9:58:26] It certainly would have been the 19 June 2011, if I am not mistaken.11

Q.   [9:58:36] Very well.  I would like with your leave -- one second, please.12

(Counsel confer)13

MR MACDONALD:  [9:58:59] (Interpretation)  Just for the record, Mr Mangou, the14

report in question, the one we were referring to, Mr President, is numbered 0047-0113,15

number 249 on our list of elements, on our list of evidence for this witness.16

So, Mr President, I might request that this be shown rapidly to the witness for him to17

be able to confirm.18

Now, madam court officer, could we please show this on the screen.  This would19

enable us to get into the swing of things with regard to the system.  So please be20

patient for a few moments.  It can be shown in public session.21

Q.   [10:00:12] Your counsel can assist you.  You have to press the button evidence 122

on your console.23

It is preferable to do that now, Mr President, in order to make progress.24

I believe you can see the document.  Do you recognise it?  Very well.  Just to25
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confirm, did anyone at all assist you in drafting this document?1

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:01:35] Witness's microphone.2

THE WITNESS:  [10:01:45] (Interpretation)  No, this document was drafted by3

myself.4

MR MACDONALD:  [10:01:49] Very well.  Mr President, I would like this5

document to be tendered into evidence.6

Q.   [10:02:06] Mr Mangou, I have been informed that obviously when your7

microphone is switched off, you cannot be heard.  So unless you want to discuss8

with your counsel, I would suggest that you leave your microphone permanently9

switched on.  Are we agreed?10

A.   [10:02:31] Yes.11

Q.   [10:02:34] On the first part, you referred to many biographical elements, and I12

understand that when you were interviewed the first time by the OTP, that is the first13

time you gave a statement in October 2011, you brought with you your CV.  Can you14

confirm that?15

A.   [10:03:15] Yes.16

Q.   [10:03:18] We will display it.  It is CIV-OTP-0006-0166.  And it can be17

displayed publicly.  The initials were initially redacted and cannot be read.18

Do you recognise the document?19

A.   [10:04:11] Yes.20

Q.   [10:04:12] Who prepared that document?21

A.   [10:04:16] I, myself.22

Q.   [10:04:21] Did you have that document prepared?23

A.   [10:04:24] I'm not a good typist.  It was typed, but the data is from me.24

Q.   [10:04:32] And is the information on the document correct?25
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A.   [10:04:37] Yes, the information is correct.1

Q. [10:04:41] Very well.  So if I understand very well, what did you study in2

university?3

A.   [10:04:51] I did law to the second year.4

Q.   [10:04:55] And after that?5

A.   [10:04:57] I went to the armed forces school in Bouaké.6

Q.   [10:05:04] You also studied in the Lycée Classique of Abidjan?7

A.   [10:05:10] Yes.8

Q.   [10:05:10] Can you tell us the years you studied in that lycée?9

A.   [10:05:17] I was admitted in 1970 and left in '73, I believe.10

Q.   [10:05:30] Very well.  So the important thing is that you joined the army11

in 1978?12

A.   [10:05:40] Yes.13

Q.   [10:05:42] Do you remember the precise date when you were appointed chief of14

staff?15

A.   [10:05:47] 13 November 2004.16

Q.   [10:05:51] Until when?17

A.   [10:05:54] I occupied that position right up to July 2011.18

Q.   [10:06:05] And currently, what is your occupation?19

A.   [10:06:12] I am ambassador of Côte d'Ivoire to Gabon and São Tomé et Principe.20

Q.   [10:06:23] And since when have you been ambassador?21

A.   [10:06:26] Ever since May 2012.22

MR MACDONALD: [10:06:35] Mr President, I would like to apply for the CV to be23

submitted into evidence.24

Q.   [10:06:58] And now I would like to continue with your responsibilities as chief25
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of staff during the post-election crisis of 2010, 2011.  And to do that, when I say "post1

election", I'm referring to 28 November 2010 right up to the arrest of Mr Gbagbo, that2

is 11 April 2011.  So when I refer to the post election period, that is the period to3

which I am referring to.  If I refer to another period, I will make it clear.  And if I4

refer to more specific periods during the post-election crisis, I will make that clear to5

you.6

I see you have a pen and some paper.  Now, what was the role of the chief of staff?7

What was your role during the post-election crisis?8

A.   [10:08:21] During the post-election crisis we had two major entities, the units9

that were in the field of operations, the commander of the theatre, that is Captain10

Konan Boniface, and the units that had been trained and deployed in all of Abidjan,11

including Abobo, to provide security in Abidjan, and for intervention in Abobo.12

And these units were under the full responsibility of Brigadier General Detoh Letho13

Firmin.14

So these two officers were on the ground with their men.  Each person planned and15

conducted their operations.  I, as the chief of staff, I was at an operational centre at16

the general staff, that is the CPCO, which is the centre for planification and17

coordination of operations, not conduct of operations as indicated here.18

So I was at the general staff and I conducted the war on the maps depending on the19

information given to me by Konan Boniface and General Detoh Letho when it came to20

the management of units in Abidjan.  So I coordinated their actions.21

And what does this mean?  When the units are on the ground, it is good for the chief22

to know what each person is doing.  If Konan is attacked, it is up to me to inform23

Detoh of what is happening in his zone and to inform Konan on what is happening in24

Detoh's area.  And if needed, I will inform them on developments in the field.  That25
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is what I did.1

But in order for me to do that, it was necessary for Konan and Detoh to provide to me2

precise information, that is why in the army the reports given to the commander have3

to be precise and clear.4

So I had red and green butterflies; the red represented the enemies and the green5

represented the friends.  So I used that and on the basis of their reports I would issue6

instructions.7

Q.   [10:12:00] Who did you report to?8

A.   [10:12:15] I should point out that the deployment of all those units, in order to9

deploy those units we were requisitioned, so it was upon the requisition of the10

president of the republic that the units were deployed both in the theatre of11

operations and in Abidjan and Abobo.12

Mr President, your Honours, I will not insult you by explaining that a requisition is a13

formal order of the public authority.  It is an express order that cannot be refused.14

It has a pre-emptory character.  So upon reception of an order, we have to comply15

with it, and we report to the initiator of the requisition, that is the president of the16

republic.17

But there is, however, a hierarchy.  There is the minister of defence and the president18

of the republic.  In my case, since we were in the heat of the action, and given the19

urgency, I reported both to the minister of defence and the president of the republic to20

ensure that both of them had all the necessary information.21

Q.   [10:14:04] During the post-election crisis, you had operational control of all the22

branches of the defence and security forces?  Explain that to us, please.23

A.   [10:14:40] I did not have operational control over all the units or branches of the24

security forces.  In the army, there are four major entities:25
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You have the ground forces, who has a commander, and that was General Detoh1

Letho Firmin; you have the air force, and it is a abbreviated as COMAIR and the2

general was Aka Kadjo Marc; you have the navy, the abbreviation for the commander3

is COMAIR, who was Admiral Vagba; then you have the national gendarmerie with4

its various units under the command of General Tiapé Kassaraté.  Those were the5

entities that made up the armed forces.6

But let me speak a little bit about the police because we worked with them.  It is a7

militarised corps, a first category force which was under the command of the director8

general of the national police, commissaire général Brindou.  But he reported to the9

minister of the interior who was Mr Émile Guiriéoulou.  We also had two entities10

which were created during the 2002 crisis.11

I talked about the theatre commander.  But on 2 July 2005, another entity was created12

and this is CECOS, which was commanded by General Guiai Bi Poin.  It was made13

up of joined elements from the police force, from the gendarmerie, from the army.14

And its mission was the fight against banditry.15

So I told you that I was not in command of all the units because some elements were16

detached from those units and then assigned to the field.  They were under the17

responsibility of Detoh.  But the elements who were not detached because the chief18

of staff cannot take the entire gendarmerie, the police, the ground forces and the Navy19

and assign them to the field.  So those who were selected and sent to the field were20

under the authority of Detoh.  But those who were not detached stayed in a situation21

of reserve under the responsibility of their own commanders.22

The police who were not detached were under the authority of Brindou.  The23

gendarmes who were not sent to the field were under the responsibility of Kassaraté.24

I have heard some chiefs say here that they were at home and they did not follow up25
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Kassaraté.1

The elements were under the command of Koloubla, Colonel Koloubla, those who2

were not detached from his command.3

Q.   Now, what about the Republican Guard?4

A. [10:19:38] The decree creating the Republican Guard placed the Republican5

Guard under the responsibility of the chief of army staff.  However, considering that6

the commander of the Republican Guard was at the same time commander of the7

Republican Guard and military commander of the palace, he met with the president8

all the time, so he was a privileged interlocutor.  So he had two chiefs, that is, the9

president and the chief of army staff.  And in this case when you have an angel and10

God, you tend to favour God, to go in the direction of God.11

Q.   [10:21:02] In this case, when you talk of God, you are referring to Mr Gbagbo?12

A.   [10:21:08] Yes, I'm referring to the president of the republic.  When you gave13

instructions to the commander, he would say, well, I am in a meeting with the14

president.  And if you insisted, it would be as if you did not want to ensure the15

security of the president.  So we were a bit restricted.  So in seven years of my16

duties as chief of staff, Dogbo assisted in the meeting only twice.  He sent17

representatives, and I even had to send away one of the representatives because he18

was a lieutenant and I told him he did not have enough rank to take part in the19

meeting.20

Q.   [10:22:17] Just to explain, we wait for the English transcript before moving on to21

the next question, so that is why we pause for about 5 seconds.22

I would like to come back to CECOS in particular.  Why was it created in 2005?23

A.   [10:23:04] You will realise that Côte d'Ivoire was already in a situation of crisis.24

There were arms circulating all over the place.  There was robbery, armed robbery.25
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And President Gbagbo was on a state visit one day and then he asked me to propose1

a unit that would be capable of fighting against major crimes or banditry.2

So I called General Guiai Bi Poin, who is a gendarme, a judicial police officer, so that3

we should be able to carry out this work.4

As far as the proposals that I made, given that a president had asked us to fight5

against banditry, major robbery, we set up a unit composing gendarmes, policemen6

and soldiers, but who were armed with assault rifles; that is, the AKs and also PAs.7

Q.   [10:24:55] I would like to interrupt you for immediate clarification and also to8

make it possible to facilitate interpretation and transcription.9

The AK is the AK-47, the Kalashnikov, is that correct?10

A.   [10:25:20] Yes.11

Q.   [10:25:21] And what is a PA?12

A.   [10:25:25] An automatic pistol, a handgun.13

Q.   [10:25:28] Please proceed.14

A.   [10:25:30] It was also proposed that a command of that unit, given its joint15

composition including the police, the gendarmerie and the army, that unit, it was16

proposed that it should be commanded by a gendarme and placed under the17

responsibility of the superior commander of the gendarmerie.18

That is what I proposed to the president.  But when the decree was issued, the19

president appointed Guiai Bi Poin, who was both the commander of the gendarmerie20

school and commander of CECOS.  I proposed to the president that he should only21

be the commander of CECOS, but my proposal was not accepted.22

In addition, in the decree creating CECOS, CECOS was placed under the23

responsibility, the direct responsibility, of the minister of defence, not under the chief24

of staff or the superior commander, but under the direct authority of the minister of25
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defence.1

And in the course of the missions, we even realised that CECOS was provided2

with 12.7 heavy machine guns, machine guns that can fire up to a range of 1,2003

metres.  CECOS was allocated RPGs.  And RPGs are used to launch unguided4

rockets, and they even had both offensive and defensive grenades.5

Q.   [10:28:43] During the crisis, the post-election crisis, did CECOS deviate from its6

primary mission?7

A.   [10:29:12] In order to be clear with you, the primary mission of CECOS was to8

fight against major banditry, but given the materials allocated to CECOS, we used to9

CECOS.  So if you refer to the creation decree, CECOS had deviated from its mission.10

Q.   [10:29:51] What had this framework become?  What was this deviation?11

A.   [10:30:04] CECOS was no longer fighting against banditry and that12

responsibility had become the responsibility of the police and the gendarmerie, who13

were also qualified to cover that type of activity.14

Q.   [10:30:30] I would like to now move forward with this introduction with the15

DMIR.  I'd like to talk about the DMIR.  Could you please explain to us when this16

entity was set up, who headed it up, why it was set up, what its role was, what its17

function was, the function of this entity, that is?18

A.   [10:31:03] Now, we should note the fact that this was a unit of the national19

marine.  And within the national navy, you have a specialised unit that was called20

the FUMACO, the FUMACO, fusiliers, marines, commandos.21

And the DMIR was a unit of that larger entity.  The DMIR is the mobile detachment22

for rapid intervention.  So there are marines who are out on the water and then there23

are those who are members of the commando on the ground.24

Now, this DMIR in the 2002 crisis played a very, very important role, and I think that25
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the DMIR should be commended for what it did during the 2002 crisis, and all the1

men within that entity should be commended for what they did in the context of that2

crisis.3

Q.   [10:32:39] Please remind us of its role.4

A.   [10:32:48] Well, as I was saying to you, the DMIR is a specialised commando5

that fights on the ground.  It has multiple missions according to the situation at hand,6

according to the terrain.  You might give over to the DMIR a mission, for example, of7

reconnaissance of major roads, a destruction of enemy mission or a mission.  And8

this entity can fulfil missions that infantry entities can fulfil and other entities, in fact.9

Q.   [10:33:39] During the crisis, during the same period, the period that I outlined to10

you at the outset, who was at the head of the DMIR at the time?11

A.   [10:33:59] I would not be able to tell you precisely because we should note that12

in the army, the chief of staff does not go down to such a level.  I had three people13

under my command whom I know very well.  I know General Detoh, I know14

General Aka, I know Admiral Vagba, and in the context of the crisis, I knew two15

individuals, Detoh and Konan.  Anyone under this at inferior ranks is not of the16

remit of the chief of staff of the army.17

Q.   [10:34:48] Now, to be certain, you do not know who was at the head of the18

detachment as such?  You do not know who was in charge of this detachment?19

A.   [10:35:02] The first person responsible for the detachment when I was in the20

position of the commander of theatre of operations was Konan Boniface.  Konan21

Boniface, who was appointed as commander of theatre of operations was in22

command, was the commander of the chief of the DMIR.  And I do not have the23

information as to who that was.24

Q.   [10:35:30] I would like for us to now talk about the chief of staff of the president25
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during the crisis, the post-election crisis, that is.  First of all, who was that?  And1

what was this individual's role?2

A.   [10:35:56] The chief of staff of the president of the republic was General Touvoly3

Bi Zogbo, Touvoly Bi Zogbo.  So the role of the personal military chief of staff was to4

report back to the head of state everything to do with military security, and, really, he5

is the military connection with the head of state, if you like.  But he might occupy6

other roles within the palace that I'm not familiar with, because I was never a personal7

military chief of staff.8

Q.   [10:36:51] And what about the security group of the presidency of the republic,9

the GSPR?  And once again, I'm putting the same question to you: Who headed it10

up and what was their role, once again, during the post-election crisis?11

A.   [10:37:15] Well, I might answer, but we should note that these elements were not12

under the responsibility, the direct responsibility, of the chief of staff of the army.13

Everything that is on the side of the presidency, well, the chief of staff of the army14

doesn't really have much of a look-in.  But what I do know is that the commander of15

the GSPR was the late Colonel Major Ahouman Brouha.  As to what his role was, as16

his name suggests, the GSPR was the presidential security unit.  So these are17

individuals who are there to provide security for the president of the republic.18

Q.   [10:38:38] We have made mention of this, but I just want to be certain that I have19

understood correctly.  Once again, during the post-election crisis, which commander20

or general would report to you?21

A.   [10:39:21] During the post-election crisis, there were two individuals under my22

orders in the theatre of operations:  Captain Konan Boniface, Captain Konan23

Boniface and General Detoh Letho Firmin.  Those were the two individuals who24

worked with me whom I knew.25
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Q.   [10:39:54] And, now, the army was requisitioned by the DFS.  And which1

commanders were the ones who reported to you at that moment in time?  Which2

generals, commanders, chief of units, which ones reported back to you?3

A.   [10:40:29] Now, the army had been requisitioned, and those elements that were4

out in the theatre of operations which were designated to make Abidjan secure, they5

were working out in the field.  As I said, those that were not designated and who6

remained as reserves given over to intervention back in the barracks were under the7

responsibility of their commanding officers.8

And on the side of the ground forces, Detoh Letho was out in the field himself.9

There was his deputy, Colonel Koloubla.  On the air force side, there was General10

Aka Kadjo Marc.  And as far as the national navy is concerned, there was Admiral11

Vagba.  As far as the national gendarmerie was concerned, there was General Tiapé12

Kassaraté.  And as far as the national police was concerned, there was General13

Brindou M'Bia.  As far as the CECOS was concerned, there was General Guiai Bi14

Poin.  Those are the people who were with me and the individuals with whom we15

had meetings at the operational centre.16

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [10:42:15] I would like just a clarification because,17

clarification question.  What is the difference, if there is a difference, between the18

Garde Républicaine and the GSPR?  Because they provide security to the president19

and to the presidential palace.  But why?  Are they different units or is it somehow20

the same?21

THE WITNESS:  [10:42:50] (Interpretation)  You are correct in so saying, Mr22

President.  The Republican Guard is a large unit with its men, and within its23

missions you find missions given over to protecting the president of the republic,24

senior personalities of state.  There are protection missions for the institutions, the25
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major institutions of the republic.1

But also within the Republican Guard there can be some good individuals given over2

to the presidential security group, and those are the individuals who provide the3

president of the republic with close security.4

So the presidential guard can give over troops to honour ceremonies, et cetera, et5

cetera, those kind of missions.6

Now, the security group is a core group of individuals who have been chosen for7

their competence but also who provide the personal security detail for the president8

of the republic.9

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [10:44:12] Thank you very much.10

Mr Prosecutor.11

MR MACDONALD:  [10:44:16] (Interpretation)12

Q.   [10:44:29] What about the Republican Guard, subsequent to the requisition?13

A.   [10:44:39] Well, after the requisition, it had been requisitioned.  But it remained14

within its domain of action, that is to say, providing security for the president of the15

republic, for major figures within the state and the institutions of the state themselves.16

But I would like to point out that within the units that were cherry picked, those units,17

the Republican Guard provided seven individuals within an armoured vehicle.  And18

those units -- I can tell you which they are again if you would like, and I can tell you19

precisely where those elements were positioned.20

Q.   [10:45:27] We have taken note of that.  Please be assured that we shall come21

back to this.22

So you spoke and you mentioned the question of requisitioning.  I'm now going to23

be showing a document to you, and this is CIV-OTP-0018-0047, and if we might go24

more specifically to the page, the following page, that is to say 0048, please.  It is25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-193-ENG ET WT 25-09-2017 21/85 NB T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0009

25.09.2017 Page 22

number 86 on our list of evidence for this witness.1

So we can see that this is an official journal making mention of decrees.  I would like2

to refer you to page 0048, the right-hand column.  Might it be possible for us to see3

the document in its entirety, please.4

Now, could we please go down the right-hand column.  Very well.  "Decree5

number 2010-306 dated 14 November 2010 requisitioning the national armed forces of6

Côte d'Ivoire," in brackets, "the FANCI."  And here we can see what is written.  I'm7

going to ask that you read it, and then we'll move on to the next page once you finish8

reading the first article.9

Please, can you go on to the next page, 0049, and could you please zoom in on10

articles 2 and 3.11

Is this one and the same decree to which we have referred or which you have referred,12

that is, a requisitioning?13

A.   [10:48:48] No, it is not the same decree.14

Q.   [10:48:54] Mr Mangou, this requisition was also broadcast over RTI on 1715

November, and it was read out over the RTI on 17 November 2010.  Do you16

remember that?17

A.   [10:49:18] Well, this is the decree for making secure the election process.  You18

should note that there were a number of different decrees.  As this was evolving19

within the context of the political agreement of Ouagadougou that was signed on 420

March 2005 by President Laurent Gbagbo, Prime Minister Guillaume Soro, the21

facilitator Blaise Compaoré, and the President Laurent Gbagbo at the time as we were22

working with the CCI, which is the integrated command centre.  And in said centre23

there were two chiefs of staff, General Bakayoko and General Mangou with, as head24

of the integrated command centre, the General Kouakou Nicolas.  So already at said25
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centre, the president entrusted a mission to us via the decree, number 2007/821

dated 16 March 2007.2

Q.   [10:51:07] We do have the Ouagadougou agreement.  I was going to broach3

that.  However, this is a presidential decree and it is requisitioning the army, the4

FANCI is being requisitioned; is it not?  Can you confirm that?5

A.   [10:51:30] Yes, I can.6

Q.   [10:51:31] Very well.  Now, for us to understand well and to make sure that7

this is not one and the same requisition that you mentioned previously earlier this8

morning?9

A.   [10:51:46] No.10

Q.   [10:51:52] So this requisition of the army during the post-election crisis, do you11

recall the date at which this requisition was made?12

A.   [10:52:11] This requisition came into being on 5 January 2011 during a meeting13

at the residence of the president of the republic in Cocody in the presence of the14

generals, the minister of the interior, Émile Guiriéoulou, the minister of defence,15

Mr Alain Dogou, the secretary-general of the presidency, Mr Tagro, secretary-general16

of the Presidency, Mr Tagro, and other individuals.17

The decree was signed at said location and handed over personally to the chief of staff18

of the army.  We should also note that this decree --19

MR MACDONALD:  One moment, please.  There is somebody.20

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER: [10:53:39] Okay.  Let's go ahead.21

THE WITNESS:  [10:53:47] (Interpretation)  It should be noted that this decree was22

released to the press, and so it is not this one.23

MR MACDONALD:  [10:54:07] (Interpretation)24

Q.   [10:54:11] So during a meeting at the presidential residence, apart from yourself25
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in your capacity as chief of general staff, were there any other generals present?1

A.   [10:54:22] Yes.2

Q.   [10:54:23] Who were they?3

A.   [10:54:24] There were General Kassaraté, General Detoh, General Aka Kadjo4

Marc, Admiral Vagba, the director general of the police, General Guiai Bi Poin,5

General Dogbo Blé, Colonel Major Ahouman, plus the civilian personalities whom I6

mentioned at an earlier stage.7

Q.   [10:55:19] And this meeting happened at approximately what time of day, could8

you please tell us?9

A.   [10:55:26] Yes.  This meeting took place in the evening at approximately 9.3010

p.m.11

Q.   [10:55:44] Do you remember how long the meeting lasted approximately?12

A.   [10:55:51] The meeting?13

Q.   [10:55:52] Yes.14

A. [10:55:55] Well, let me put this back in context.15

Q.   [10:56:03] No.  Just at the time, you know, just tell us how long it lasted.  We'll16

come back to the context at a later time.17

A.   [10:56:11] I can't tell you how long it lasted.  I didn't look at my watch to see18

how long it lasted.19

Q.   [10:56:18] Very well.  During the post-election crisis, still between 2820

November 2010 and 11 April 2011, who was it who gave you instructions, orders,21

missions, whatever term we might use, who was that individual or those individuals?22

A.   [10:56:53] President Laurent Gbagbo.23

Q.   [10:56:58] I understand that one of the duties of the president was to be the24

supreme commander of the armies?25
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A.   [10:57:10] Yes, he is indeed the supreme commander.1

Q.   [10:57:13] And this is outlined in the constitution?2

A.   [10:57:16] Indeed, it is outlined in the constitution.3

Q.   [10:57:21] During the post-election crisis, how did you communicate with the4

president?  Well, firstly, were you in contact with him?5

A.   [10:57:38] Yes.6

Q.   [10:57:39] You gave us the example of 5 January.  So in addition, personally, on7

a personal level, how did you communicate with him?8

A.   [10:57:49] You mean means of communication?  Well, there were two means of9

communications.  Either he would call me to meet with him, or I would request to10

meet with him; however, often one would report back over the telephone.11

Q.   [10:58:11] That's the cell phone then?12

A.   [10:58:15] Yes, as far as I was concerned, it was a cell phone.  But as far as he13

was concerned, I would call him on his landline and then he would be handed to me14

on the landline.15

Q.   [10:58:30] Did you also reach him on his cell phone ever?16

A.   [10:58:35] No.  I never reached him on his cell phone.17

Q.   [10:58:41] And when the meetings were conducted face to face --18

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  Yes.19

MR MACDONALD:  (Speaks English)  Could you instruct the Defence team to20

keep their interventions, such as this one, to a minimum, including with the accused,21

because I'm trying to concentrate on the examination.  And when their laughs or22

such things -- first of all, we feel at the Prosecution side that it's inappropriate in a23

court of law, since the seriousness of the matters and the questioning of this witness.24

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [10:59:35] Yes, we are well aware of the25
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seriousness of these matters.  I think we all know about it and we are all behaving as1

we should and if sometimes it goes a little bit outside of this, I mean, we try all very2

hard to do so.  But now it's 11 o'clock.3

MR MACDONALD:  [10:59:55] You'll allow me one more question --4

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [10:59:59] Yes, yes, of course, of course.5

MR MACDONALD:  [11:00:00] -- to go for the 2 minutes remaining?6

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:00:02] Yes, okay.7

MR MACDONALD:  [11:00:03] Thank you.8

Q.   [11:00:08] (Interpretation)  Mr Mangou, these face-to-face meetings with9

Mr Gbagbo, could you please tell us where they took place during the post-election10

crisis?11

A.   [11:00:27] During the post-election crisis, I met on 11 March 2011 at12

approximately 16.30, 17.00 hours, I met with the president of the republic at the small13

palace of the presidency of the republic.14

On 10 December 2011, I met him at the palace of the republic at approximately 1.30 in15

his office in the company of the late Minister Tagro.16

On 24th or 25th or 26th, around that date, we gave him a situation report with regard17

to the situation prevailing in Abobo at the grand palais of the Presidency.18

Now, as far as the residency is concerned, there were a number of meetings convened.19

I can't tell you the number of times we were convened.20

Q.   [11:01:56] Thank you.21

MR MACDONALD:  With your leave, Mr President, I would suggest that we now22

take the break.23

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:02:06] Yes, let's take the break. Now we24

have a half an hour break and then we come back for a second session of the25
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questioning by the Office of the Prosecutor.1

So you can rest for half an hour.  The hearing is adjourned to 11.30.2

THE COURT USHER:  [11:02:22] All rise.3

(Recess taken at 11.02 a.m.)4

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.)5

THE COURT USHER:  [11:33:33] All rise.6

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:33:38] Good morning.  Good morning once7

again to everybody and to you, Mr Mangou.8

Just would like to ask the parties, all the parties, to behave properly and not to9

comment with laughings anything which happens in here.  Thank you.10

Mr Prosecutor.11

MR MACDONALD:  [11:34:25] Thank you, Mr President.12

Q.   [11:34:34] (Interpretation)  Good morning once again, Mr Mangou.13

A.   [11:34:40] Good morning, Mr Prosecutor.14

MS KADJI:  [11:34:51] (Interpretation)  Mr President, sir.  Since this morning I've15

been observing, well -- yes, Mr President, since this morning, maybe it is something16

that has changed since I was absent.  I've been observing that the Prosecutor has17

been calling the witness all the time Mr Mangou.  Otherwise, so far the witness has18

always been referred to as Mr Witness.  Is there something that has changed?  I'm19

sorry, I just wanted to know.20

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:35:41] Well, I'm fine with Mr Mangou.  Just21

please continue.  If it's changed or not changed, the Chamber is fine if the witness is22

called Mr Mangou.  And I think also Mr Mangou is fine with this.23

MR MACDONALD:  [11:36:04] (Interpretation)24

Q.   [11:36:08] Usually, Mr Mangou or Mr Witness, I cannot call you general, that is25
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because of that.1

I would like to go back to the meetings with President Gbagbo at the time, but let me2

deal with a different period.  Between 1 October 2010 and 28 November, that is the3

date of the second round of the elections, so we can refer to that as the electoral4

period.5

Were you in contact with Mr Gbagbo?6

A.   [11:37:19] Yes, I was in contact with President Gbagbo.7

Q.   [11:37:28] Was it using the same means, by telephone and face-to-face meetings?8

A.   [11:37:38] Yes, face-to-face meetings and by telephone.9

Q.   [11:37:45] Just a clarification.  During this electoral period and during the10

post-election crisis, were there also any written communications that were sent to the11

presidency?12

A.   [11:38:10] No, I do not remember any written communications.  You are talking13

about the period after the results?14

Q.   [11:38:21] No.15

Let us take an example from 28 November to 11 April during the post election period,16

and we will come back to that.  Which messages did you send to the presidency?17

A.   [11:38:52] Perhaps if I see the message and the subject of the message and why it18

was, I would be able to say why it was sent.19

Q.   [11:39:05] During the electoral period, that is, early October to 2820

November 2010, did you have any meetings with Mr Gbagbo in the presence of the21

chiefs of the army corps, the generals?22

A.   [11:39:27] We were frequently summoned.  So as I said a short while ago, I23

cannot tell you the precise dates, but we were often summoned or convened.24

Q.   [11:39:46] Now let us look at a handwritten note to this effect.  And for the25
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record, it is CIV-OTP-0088-0863, number 547 on our list of materials for that witness.1

And please, we can go to page 0929 and 0930.  If we can display them side by side.2

But if that is not possible, we can start with 0929.3

Columns 12, 13 and 14, please, that is those entries.  And Mr Mangou, while this is4

being done, it is a logbook of visitors to the residence of the president of the republic5

during the period under consideration.6

And you can see this logbook entries number 12, GL Mangou, and he went there to7

see the PR, entry 13.14, exit 15.10.  Then number 13, General Kassaraté also to see the8

president, 13.52 to 15.10.  Then you have General Bi Poin, he was there to see the9

PR, 14.01 to 15.10.  And the date is 19 November 2010.10

First question, do you remember having gone to the residence?11

A.   [11:42:47] Yes, on the 19th, yes.12

Q.   [11:42:52] Do you remember who you met there?13

A.   [11:42:58] When I go to the residence, it is to meet with the president of the14

republic.15

Q.   [11:43:03] Very well.  So this is one of the meetings that you had during the16

electoral period with the president?17

A.   [11:43:15] That is highly likely.18

Q.   [11:43:19] Very well.  During that same period, that is, the electoral period -- I19

can even be more specific.  After those entries of the 19th 2011, did you have20

face-to-face meetings with the president without the presence of your FDS colleagues?21

A.   [11:43:58] As I have said before, there were several of such meetings, and if the22

subject is not indicated, it would be difficult for me to see with whom I was there.23

Q.   [11:44:13] Very well.  Let us begin by going to page 0088-0945 to begin by24

showing the date.25
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If we can scroll down to the middle of the page to see the date, please.  Please scroll1

back up.  Yes, right there.2

We can see that the date indicated is 25 November 2010.  Can we go to the next page.3

That is page 0947.  Entry numbers 23, 24, 25 and 26.  There once again in that4

logbook, 25 November, to go and see PR, 19.45 to 20.55.  Then there is Mr Hervé5

Siaba who appears to have arrived at 19.45.  That is at the same time as the previous6

one.  And then he left at 02.20.7

Now, number 26, Maître Baï to see the president of the republic, 20.26 to 20.40.  Just8

to place this in context, at the bottom of the page, if we scroll down there, under9

"Events during service:  21 hours televised broadcast face to face between10

Mr Gbagbo and Mr Ouattara."  And then "RAS:  Nothing to report."11

If you scroll back up again:  "Departure of the convoy."  Please go back down to the12

bottom of the page.13

Before my colleague makes any remark, can I be allowed to finish my question.14

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:48:07]  I think the remark would be that you15

are putting into the mouth of the witness a lot of things instead of going, to focus in16

on the question, I would understand.17

MR N'DRY:  [11:48:21] (Interpretation)  Mr President, that is exactly correct.  In18

order for me not to come back to this remark, I would like the Prosecutor to ask the19

witness questions instead of reading the logbook or register.  As you have said often,20

all of us in this room know how to read.  So he should ask questions and not make21

comments.  I don't want to come back to this again.22

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:49:06] No, no.  I would ask you to put23

questions.  We all are able to read.  And the same will apply then to the opposite24

side when it comes to question them -- put questions.  Thank you.25
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MR MACDONALD:  [11:49:20] Very well, your Honour.1

Q.   [11:49:23] (Interpretation)  My question is as follows:  Do you remember2

meeting President Gbagbo before the debate of the leaders?3

A.   [11:49:42] No.  I did not meet President Gbagbo before the debate.  What I can4

tell you is that if my name is in this logbook, it means I was indeed at that location.5

There is also Mr Siaba and Mr Baï, those are people who frequently went to the6

presidency.  And it is possible for them to arrive at the same time as myself.  It does7

not mean that we came for a meeting.  They are at the presidency and they8

frequently see the president.9

But before the debate, this was an unprecedented event in Côte d'Ivoire.  There had10

been elections before, but this type of debate had never been organised.11

So any concerned Ivorian made it a point of following that debate.  I was at home12

and it was in my home over the television that I followed the debate between13

President Gbagbo and President Alassane.  I was not at the residence.14

Q.   [11:51:12] A point of clarification.  Who is Maître Baï?15

A.   [11:51:26] Maître Baï, I know him.  And he is referred to that, to "Maître"16

because he is a martial arts practitioner and he has a black belt.  I think he is part17

of -- he was part of the presidential group.18

Q.   So he entered at 20.26 and left at 20.40.19

Now, do you remember having visited the residence before or at the time of the20

departure of the presidential convoy to the location of the debate?21

A.   [11:52:26] No.  I confirm that on that day I was at my home and I followed the22

debate at home.23

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [11:52:39] Just for, in the English version, they24

have the question of the Prosecutor is within the answer of the -- given by the witness25
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at line, at page 39, line 14.  The last word "so", it should be the first word of the1

question.  Yes, right.  Corrected.  Thank you.2

Please go ahead.3

MR MACDONALD:  [11:53:21] (Interpretation)  Very well.4

Q.   [11:53:26] What was your relationship with Mr Gbagbo?  Can you describe it to5

us, please?6

A.   [11:53:42] No particular relationship with Mr Gbagbo.  The first time that I saw7

President Gbagbo was at the Lycée Classique of Abidjan.  He was a teacher and I8

was a student there.  And just like all students, the students know their teachers by9

name and sometimes visually.  So I knew that he was a teacher at the Lycée10

Classique.11

I remember that during that time we even organised a strike because the president12

was giving a course and it was not well appreciated by the ambassadors.  So that13

was why there was a strike. We did not greet each other.  We did not converse.14

Q.   [11:54:58] How old were you when Mr Gbagbo was a teacher and you were15

there at the lycée as a student?16

A.   [11:55:10] I cannot really say.  I was in lower sixth, the lower sixth class.17

Q.   [11:55:26] 16, 17, 18?18

A.   [11:55:29] 17, that would mean you are very intelligent.  I am not as intelligent19

as that.  A little older.  I was young, but we didn't speak to each other.  Otherwise,20

I should say that I do not have any specific, any particular relationship with the21

president.  It is the relationship between the chief of staff and the president of the22

republic, that is the boss and his collaborator.23

Q.   [11:56:06] Please proceed after the lycée.24

A.   [11:56:11] After the lycée, there was the crisis of 2002.  I was in the field.  And25
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maybe the president appreciated what me and my men were doing, so he summoned1

me one day and said that he would assign me to a major responsibility in the army2

without specifying what it was.3

Then I left.  After the events in Alangouassou, during which all the troops were4

positioned in relation to the zone of confidence, there was Captain Abéhi who came5

alone with a tank and went into that zone.  He was almost killed.  It created6

problems between our force and the impartial forces.7

On that day the president arrived by helicopter to Alangouassou to try to intervene8

because our men wanted to fight with those who had come from Abidjan and wanted9

to create problems.  So in Abidjan, I was following news and I realised that I had10

been appointed colonel major and at the same time appointed chief of staff of the11

armed forces.12

Q.   [11:58:12] So officially you heard about your appointment through the13

television?14

A.   [11:58:23] Yes, the Ivorian television.15

Q.   [11:58:26] The RTI?16

A. [11:58:27] Yes, the RTI.17

Q.   [11:58:31] Did you ever attend a religious service with Mr Gbagbo?18

A.   [11:58:49] Yes.  As you know, I am the son of a pastor.  So everything that19

happens in my life, as far as I'm concerned, is because of God.  And each time I20

thank God, I glorify God for everything that he does for me.21

When I was appointed brigadier general, I wanted to thank God for that, and I invited22

the president of the republic to come and support me.  And on that day he came to23

the church and we prayed together.24

Q.   [11:59:41] Was the president the only person invited?25
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A.   [11:59:49] No.  The president was not the only invitee.  I had invited all my1

colleagues of the impartial forces.  I also invited some of my collaborators, family2

members and members of my church.  I think that's about it when it comes to those3

who were in attendance.4

Q.   [12:00:16] You referred to collaborators.  Did you have any other chiefs of the5

army corps in attendance and, if yes, which ones?6

A.   [12:00:26] This happened a long time ago.  Other chiefs of army corps, are you7

referring to commanders or chiefs?8

Q.   [12:00:41] I'll be more specific.  Other generals of the FDS.9

A.   [12:00:45] Yes.  They were there because I had invited them.  And as a matter10

of fact, it was practically a duty for them to come and support their chief.  They were11

there.12

Q.   [12:00:58] Do you remember the date of that event?13

A.   [12:01:03] I don't have the date for the thanksgiving service, but I know that I14

was appointed general, I was appointed on 1 July 2010 to the rank of lieutenant15

general.16

Q.   [12:01:30] We will deal with this later on and look at various dates and decrees.17

Now, Madam Gbagbo, Madame Simone Gbagbo, during the post-electoral crisis, did18

you have any contact with her during the post-election crisis?19

A.   [12:01:52] Only once.  Once only.  When there were some events in20

Anonkoua-Kouté, she summoned me.  And when I arrived, General Kassaraté was21

already on the spot.  And I met the village chief of Anonkoua-Kouté.  So she asked22

what measures we were taking, and I answered that we knew what needed to be23

done because some people had been injured and some people had died, and that at24

the general staff, we were already looking at evacuating the injured persons.  This is25
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what I told her and then I left.1

Q.   [12:02:49] Where did you meet her?  Where did she summon you to?2

A.   [12:02:55] To the residence at Cocody.3

Q.   [12:02:59] At the presidential residence?4

Now, the incidence at Anonkoua-Kouté -- I'm sorry if I don't pronounce the name5

properly.  Sometimes I struggle with these names.  When did this incident take6

place?  On what date did the incident relating to Anonkoua-Kouté take place?7

A.   [12:03:36] The incident occurred in the month of March, I believe, March 2011.8

Q.   [12:03:49] Apart from that face-to-face meeting with Madam Simone Gbagbo,9

did you have any other manner of communication with her before that contact?10

A.   [12:04:06] Are you referring to the period before the post-electoral period?11

Q.   [12:04:12] I'm referring to the period before the incident at Anonkoua-Kouté.12

A.   [12:04:17] No.13

Q.   [12:04:19] During the post-electoral period, were you in contact with Madam14

Gbagbo?15

A.   [12:04:27] I know that we were often convened to meetings at the residence, and16

on such occasions she would come in, greet us and then leave.  And quite often the17

president would say, "Simone, please let us work, let us work; or give us an18

opportunity to work."  So I cannot refer to that greeting as a meeting with her.19

Q.   [12:04:55] For the record, the Anonkoua-Kouté village, is it a village, an Ébrié20

village?21

A.   [12:05:06] Yes, correct.22

Q.   [12:05:08] Are you Ébrié yourself?23

A.   [12:05:10] Yes, I am Ébrié, a native from Anonkoua-Kouté.24

Q.   [12:05:21] During the post-electoral crisis, did you have any contact with Mr25
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Charles Blé Goudé?1

A.   [12:05:27] Yes.  During the post-electoral crisis, I probably told you already that2

we met two or three times.  But when I looked at the dates again closely, I realised3

that Charles Blé Goudé and myself met five times and I can give you the dates and4

the circumstances in which we met.5

Q.   [12:05:51] If you can give us the dates, that will be fine.  We will look at the6

circumstances later.7

A.   [12:06:00] First meeting was on 20 January 2011 at the general staff headquarters.8

Second meeting, 23 January 2011, at the stade Champroux.  Then the third meeting9

was when he went to the TV to broadcast a message.  I told him, I told him that I was10

not happy, and so in order to explain things to me, he came to my residence, and that11

was on 20 March 2011.  And then on 21 March 2011, at the general staff stadium.12

And then on 11 March 2011 at the general staff headquarters in my office.13

Q.   [12:07:14] Have you attended any meetings at the presidential residence at14

which Mr Blé Goudé was present during the post-election crisis period?15

A.   [12:07:41] No.  I never attended any meeting at the residence of the president.16

I was always summoned there either individually or I requested to meet the president17

one on one, or we would meet the president with the other generals to deal with18

military issues, but never with Blé Goudé.19

Q.   [12:08:08] What about meetings at the presidential palace during the same20

period?21

A.   [12:08:17] A meeting with Blé Goudé at the presidential palace?  Well, it took22

place on 11 of March 2011, when the panel of heads of state -- is that what you are23

referring to?24

Q.   [12:08:44] I'm just putting questions to you.  I'm not seeking any specific thing.25
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I'm simply asking you whether you have ever attended any meetings with1

Mr Blé Goudé and the president during the post-election crisis at the presidential2

palace.3

A.   [12:09:04] No.4

Q.   [12:09:07] But you have said that you met with him on 11 March alone?5

A.   [12:09:21] At the general staff headquarters.6

Q.   [12:09:25] General staff headquarters, very well.  Now, as far as you know,7

what was the relationship between Mr Blé Goudé and Mr Gbagbo?  What was the8

nature of that relationship?9

A.   [12:09:46] That's difficult to define.  What I can say is that he is very close to10

President Gbagbo.  Blé Goudé is the founder of COJEP, the Congress of Young11

Patriots, which is somewhat of an appendix, so to speak, of the pro-Gbagbos.12

One must say that from 17 August 2017, they decided that COJEP will become a party13

and will no longer be an appendix of the FPI.14

What I know, however, is that in his various rallies, he would often meet with15

President Gbagbo, with whom he was in a very close relationship.  That's what I can16

say.17

Q.   [12:10:46] As far as you know, what about the relationship between18

Mr Blé Goudé and Madam Simone Gbagbo?19

A.   [12:11:01] The same thing, the same thing.  I think that he also had a very good20

relationship with the wife of the president.21

Q.   [12:11:15] Very well.  I would now like to talk about the high command of the22

RDS -- rather, of the FDS.  You said that General Detoh Letho was the commander of23

the land forces of the army.  Who appointed him to that position?24

A.   [12:11:47] It is the chief of general staff who designates among the various25
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commanders of the forces an officer to the position of forces commander.1

I therefore am the one who designated him.  Now, upon that designation, I reported2

to the president of the republic and to the minister of defence accordingly.3

Q.   [12:12:23] Ultimately, who decides?4

A.   [12:12:28] The chief of general staff.5

Q.   [12:12:32] How is the appointment done, the official appointment?6

A.   [12:12:37] It is by message, by an official message entitled appointment of a7

commander.  And the text would be as follows:  I have honour to inform you that8

Colonel Detoh Letho Firmin is appointed troops and forces commander.9

So this is the kind of message which we would issue.  And the issuing authority10

would be an FM, FOX MIKE, and then in TANGO OSCAR, that would be the11

addressee of the message, would be minister of defence.  And then for information,12

the message is sent to the other force commanders for information accordingly.13

Now, when this message trickles down into the army, it is then read out at various14

assemblies to all troops.  That is how it happens.15

Q.   [12:13:52] Are there any decrees issued in that connection to confirm such a16

designation?17

A.   [12:13:57] No.  At that level there is no decree.  The decree is signed at the18

level of the major command positions, whereby such a decree is required.  But when19

it comes to commanding forces, there is no decree required.20

Now, regarding the comthéâtre, or the field commander who mans the forces, the21

chief of general staff makes a proposal to the president -- no, sorry, to the minister,22

and the minister endorses the selection and such a person is designated to become the23

comthéâtre, according to that procedure of designation.24

Q.   [12:14:46] Now, the major command offices are your position, for example, the25
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gendarmerie and the police commanders; is that correct?1

A.   [12:14:55] Yes, that is correct.2

Q.   [12:14:59] What was the nature of your relationship with Mr Detoh Letho?3

A.   [12:15:09] We had a relationship of a senior and a junior.  When I was a4

lieutenant with the armoured battalion, Detoh Letho, we were in Akouédo.  At the5

time, he was a non-commissioned officer and we got to know ourselves very well.6

So it was basically a relationship of friendship and professional relationship.7

Q.   [12:15:44] Now, with General Vagba, commander of the navy, what was the8

nature of your relationship?9

A.   [12:15:54] The navy commander was more senior than myself, but at a lower10

rank.  Now, when you look at the marine, what I must say is that I sincerely did not11

know him before becoming chief of general staff.  It is only when I became chief of12

general staff that I came to know him and that we got to know each other.13

Q.   [12:16:25] What was the nature of his relationship with Mr Gbagbo, as far as you14

know?15

A.   [12:16:32] They had very good relationship.  They knew themselves very well16

and from time to time they will joke, they would joke with each other; they would17

exchange a few kind words.  They are from the same area; he's from Gagnoa and the18

president from Mama.  But that is no reason for the relationship to exist between19

them.  What I believe is that they had known themselves for quite some time.20

Q.   [12:17:03] What about General Aka Kadjo?21

A.   [12:17:23] General Aka Kadjo of the air force, I also got to discover him upon my22

appointment as chief of general staff, but we had not met before.  However, his wife23

was raised or brought up by my father.  But I didn't know that she was General24

Aka's wife.  I only became aware of that when the general took up office.25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-193-ENG ET WT 25-09-2017 39/85 NB T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0009

25.09.2017 Page 40

Q.   [12:17:53] Just to clarify things, you are not the one who appointed1

General Vagba or General Aka?2

A.   [12:18:05] No.  I am not the one who designates them.  They were appointed3

by decree.  The force commander and the supreme commander of the gendarmerie,4

as well as the general director of the national police are appointed by presidential5

decree.6

Q.   [12:18:34] Can you tell us, the question might appear stupid, but can you tell us7

which president appointed those two generals?8

A.   [12:18:48] All of us were appointed by President Laurent Gbagbo.9

Q.   [12:18:54] General Guiai Bi Poin?10

A.   [12:19:12] General Guiai Bi Poin is also a senior to me.  He -- you see, those11

who are senior in the army, we have a lot of respect for them.  We don't go too close12

to them. Guiai Bi Poin and myself, well, in the discharge of our individual duties,13

we were able to meet and that's how I got to know him.  But he was senior to me,14

General Guiai Bi Poin.15

Q.   [12:19:40] Do you know who appointed him?16

A.   [12:19:45] General Guiai Bi Poin, when it comes to the command of the17

gendarmerie academy, he was appointed by General Tiapé Kassaraté, who had the18

duty to appoint such officers within the gendarmerie.  But his appointment to the19

position of CECOS commander was by way of presidential decree, and that decree20

was issued by President Laurent Gbagbo.21

Q.   [12:20:21] What was the nature of your relationship with him?22

A.   [12:20:26] General Guiai Bi Poin, well, we did not meet often.  I was at the23

general staff, while his command post was in Cocody.  So we didn't see each other24

much.  And as I told you already, the decree creating CECOS placed him under the25
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responsibility of the minister of defence.  So Guiai Bi from his operational centre was1

conducting various planning and conduct of operations independently.2

But he would send messages to inform me, simply to inform me, because if you look3

at the general context of the messages, you see Tango Oscar, which is the from,4

Foxtrot Romeo Oscar Mike, that is the source of the message.  Then you have the5

Tango Oscar, which is the authority to whom the message is sent, namely the minister6

of defence who is expected to react.  Then you have for info India November Foxtrot7

Oscar.  I would appear under info, meaning that I was simply being informed about8

what was happening.9

So from time to time and since he was an officer who had under his command police,10

gendarmes and soldiers and who also had the requisite and powerful resources, so he11

would attend our meetings at the level of the general staff.  And as I indicated before,12

although his initial mission was to fight major banditry, we however had to use him13

for some missions as well, some other missions.14

Q.   [12:22:46] What was his relationship with the president at the time?15

A.   [12:22:53] Now, with the president the impression was that they knew16

themselves from before.  They must have known themselves from before.  And17

their relationship was good, was good.18

Q.   [12:23:08] General Dogbo Blé, who appointed him to his position?19

A.   [12:23:22] General Dogbo Blé was appointed by the president of the republic.20

Dogbo Blé is my junior, one must say.  I knew Dogbo from the 80s.  At that time I21

was a young captain in the armoured battalion when Dogbo joined from Cyr (phon).22

I was his chief, both in relation to the squadrons that we were commanding and in23

relation to my command duties.  So we worked together in the same corps and we24

used to, he used to work with me.25
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However, what I would like to tell you is the following.  When Dogbo arrived, now,1

my appreciation or assessment of him is that he was a very intelligent and2

well-educated officer, an officer who showed a lot of determination and courage in3

whatever he undertook.  But at the time, Dogbo was completely invisible.  He4

barely was visible.  He could barely be seen.  But I adopted him.  I made him my5

son.  I was witness to his marriage, to his wedding.6

But let me say very clearly that later on I could not recognise his conduct.  I no7

longer recognised his behaviour.  And I'm not saying this because he's absent.  I8

have already told him this in person at the Golf.  He was appointed commander of9

the Republican Guard, military commander of the palace.  He suddenly grew wings.10

He grew wings to the extent of arresting his former colleagues, such as General11

Coulibaly Abdoulaye, the PCA of Air Ivoire, because when he came out of the Golf,12

he seized his mobile telephones.  And that was horrible.  He had no respect for13

anyone.  And he put himself on a pedestal.14

And unfortunately it happens that we have some officers who can adopt that kind of15

conduct simply because they're working with the president of the republic, with a16

minister or with presidents of certain institutions.  And they have no more respect17

for their former colleagues simply because they're no longer in service.18

However, such officers forget that these senior officers are the ones who paved the19

way for them.  This is the kind of conduct that we deplore, that anyone who would20

put themself on such a pedestal and have no regard for their former colleagues.21

One day, they should remember that one day it may be possible that they come down22

and be in the same situation.  And I already pointed this out to him, and I believe23

that he understood.  I pointed this out to Dogbo.24

Q.   [12:26:52] Well, that's very clear.  We understand that.  But please slow down.25
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A.   [12:26:59] Yes.  I am sorry.  I tend to speak rather fast.  And I'll try to slow1

down.2

Now, this is what we decried, this sudden change in behaviour and attitude which we3

could not understand.  But otherwise, initially when I got to know him, he was a4

very low profile, a very quiet, a very humble person.  But again, unfortunately, when5

some people come to positions of power they lose their own very nature and that can6

become extremely dangerous.7

Q. [12:27:33] Can you specify for the Court, and I have an expression here in8

English, but you must know it well, you said that you were a witness at his wedding.9

Now, when did you notice this change in behaviour?10

A.   [12:27:55] When he was appointed military commander at the palace.  We were11

no longer able to recognise him when he was appointed military commander at the12

palace.13

You see, it's difficult for me to understand how a general can go after his senior to the14

point of assassinating him.  Because the rule in the army, the cardinal rule in the15

army is to respect your seniors.  That's a cardinal rule in the army.  Now, but when16

you see a senior, regardless of your own rank, there must be a minimum attitude17

toward your senior.18

Take my example.  I am general of the armed forces.  Now, if I see General19

Coulibaly today, who is the PCA or the board chair of Air Côte d'Ivoire, he is a senior20

to me, once I see him, I adjust my position and I must be respectful when I move21

towards him.22

MR ZOKOU:  Monsieur le Président.23

MR MACDONALD:  [12:29:13] (Interpretation)24

Q.   [12:29:16] Now, further clarification --25
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Now, Mr President, I believe that my colleague opposite wants to say something.1

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:29:24] Maître Zokou.2

MR ZOKOU:  [12:29:26] (Interpretation)  Mr President, thank you.  I did not want3

to interrupt my learned colleague, but I feel obliged to do so because the line of4

questioning leads me to wonder whether we are dealing with the character witness or5

are we doing some kind of psychological exercise here?6

The witness has been consistently questioned about the conduct and relationship with7

such and such a person.  But I think that the witness is here, he has been called to8

testify to facts, facts that we are all aware of.  That's all I wanted to say, Mr President.9

Thank you.10

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [12:30:13] Thank you, Maître Zokou, but I think11

also that the witness, due to his position in the state, is able to respond also to12

questions as long as they are not opinions but facts which, along the lines of the13

questions put by the Prosecutor.14

Please go ahead.15

MR MACDONALD:  [12:30:36] Thank you, your Honour.16

Q.   [12:30:39] (Interpretation)  Can you just clarify, when was he appointed17

military commander at the palace, do you remember the year?18

A.   [12:30:55] It was in 2000 -- no, 2002.  2002.19

Q.   [12:30:58] Are you able to tell the Court whether it was before or after 1920

September 2002?21

A.   [12:31:07] I know that towards the end of September 2002 when he was already22

on the field he was the military commander of the palace already at that time.23

Q.   [12:31:36] The acronym in PCA?24

A.   [12:31:39] PCA is the chairman of the board of directors.25
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Q.   [12:31:47] And this incident with Mr Coulibaly, when was that?1

A.   [12:31:59] It was during the post-election period.  The general was coming out2

of the Golf when his cell phones were grabbed.  The general could not reach me3

because he did not have my contacts.  He passed through one of his drivers or pilots4

to inform me, and I gave the instructions to the general to hand back the cell phones.5

And he handed back the cell phones.  That is General Dogbo.6

Q.   [12:32:45] Can you be more specific about the dates, at least the year, 20107

or 2011?8

A.   [12:32:51] 2010.9

Q.   [12:32:56] To your knowledge, what was his relationship with President10

Gbagbo?11

A.   [12:33:07] I do not know whether the president knew him before appointing him.12

But I know that he was appointed to that position because of his competence and13

know-how.  I do not think his attitude was dictated by the president, no.  It is an14

attitude adopted by certain people.  When they occupy certain positions, they15

change.16

Q.   [12:33:48] Mr Mangou, I had left out the attitude of Mr Dogbo to talk about17

instead the relationship between Mr Dogbo Blé and Mr Gbagbo.18

A.   It must be a relationship between a boss and his collaborator or subordinate.19

Q.   [12:34:18] Commander Konan Boniface.20

A.   [12:34:26] Yes.21

Q.   [12:34:26] To begin with, who appointed him to that position?22

A.   [12:34:32] I appointed him as the commander of the theatre of operations, and I23

can tell you that Konan Boniface is a very highly qualified officer with exemplary24

conduct, who is a great patriot and very disciplined in his work.  That is what I can25
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say about Konan.1

Q.   [12:35:06] What was your relationship with him?2

A.   [12:35:14] I discovered Konan Boniface in the theatre of operations when I was3

commander of the theatre of operations.  Maybe I will have the opportunity to come4

back to that, but when Côte d'Ivoire was attacked, we went practically empty handed5

to the frontline.  When Konan arrived, there was a certain degree of disorganisation.6

And in combat, in principle, when you have your men and you have trained them7

well together during a time of peace, sometimes in the field and in the heat of action,8

you do not even need to speak.  Just by looking at them and using gestures, they9

know what you are looking for.10

And Konan came with his people that he had trained during a time of peace, and so11

he was excellent in the field.  On the other hand, there were others who fought with12

a lot of determination who were available.  The difference is that when the crisis13

started, the staff was disorganised.  A policeman, for example, was taken from14

Denbokro (phon), four or five NCOs from Daloa, so there was a lot of disorganisation15

initially.  But I can say that towards the end things came together.16

Q.   [12:37:13] What was your relationship with Mr Detoh Letho?17

A.   [12:37:18] I said it a while ago, we met at Akouédo.  I was an officer.  He was18

an NCO.  We were living in the same camp.  So we were sort of friends even19

though the relationship was that of a boss and his subordinate.20

Q.   [12:37:49] The chief of the personal military staff of the president, General21

Touvoly Bi Zogbo, who appointed him to that position?22

A.   [12:38:02] The president of the republic.23

Q.   [12:38:05] What was your relationship with that person?24

A.   [12:38:14] That general was very senior to me.  We were not familiar at all.25
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We met each other during ceremonies.  So he was much more senior than me.1

Q.   [12:38:30] What was your relationship with General Kassaraté?2

A.   [12:38:41] General Kassaraté is also a senior.  Things went well, but we had3

moments of friction during the crisis, because when we needed personnel to work in4

the field, I should say that General Kassaraté and the director general of the police5

were not fair.6

It's not that the police and the gendarmes did not want to work, no, not at all.  We7

worked together with them.  They were constantly in the field.  But the problem8

was with their commanders, who did not want to provide personnel.9

At the general staff headquarters, I was compelled to organise a meeting so that each10

person should provide the state of his personnel.  Out of about 15,000 gendarmes,11

General Kassaraté made available to me 500 men.  Out of a total of 20,000 policemen,12

General Brindou made available to me 1,200 people.13

So I was wondering, what is going on?  To such an extent that President Gbagbo felt14

that something was wrong, and he would ask me:  Do you really trust such a person?15

Do you trust Kassaraté?  Do you trust Brindou?16

One day I was a bit exasperated by the questions put to me by the president and I told17

the president remove them; remove them so that we should put other people who are18

ready to work.  And he said:  Well, no, I don't have other people to replace them.19

So they were not really frank.  It is not that they were on the other side, but they20

were really stuck to their positions, and I do not want to mince words here.21

Q.   [12:41:31] You have said the DGPN, the director general of the national police.22

What was your relationship with him, apart from what you have just mentioned?23

A.   [12:42:01] I never met him before my appointment as the chief of staff of the24

armed forces.  It is when he replaced Commissioner Yapo as DGPN that we had our25
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first contacts.  So since we had frequent meetings, we developed a friendly1

relationship, and there was also just the relationship between the chief of staff and the2

director general of the police.3

Q.   [12:42:41] Very well.  I would like to discuss briefly the integrated command4

centre, the CCI.  We have already touched on that.5

The Ougadougou accords are already on the record, 0051-2167, and that is CIV-OTP.6

So the person responsible, that is, at the head of the CCI, you mentioned the name7

previously.  Was it Colonel Kouakou?8

A.   [12:43:50] No, General Kouakou Nicolas was not at the head of this unit.  Those9

who were heading this unit were General Bakayoko and myself.  We were both10

chiefs of the CCI.  It is a sort of an operational centre.  And the person responsible11

was General Kouakou Nicolas who was answered to Bakayoko and myself and we12

issued instructions to him.13

Q.   [12:44:37] And before being responsible for all the operations of the CCI, so to14

speak, what was his position?15

A.   [12:44:49] He is a gendarme and he was working in the gendarmerie unit.16

Q.   [12:44:56] Who designated him?17

A.   [12:45:00] I was the one who designated him.  But since this was a structure18

that was working within the framework of the political Ouagadougou accords, we19

asked the president that it should be formalised through a decree because it was an20

organ that enabled us to work jointly with our friends of the other forces of Côte21

d'Ivoire.22

Q. [12:45:39] So the Forces Nouvelles as they were known at the time?23

A.   [12:45:44] Yes.24

Q.   [12:45:47] What was the role of the CCI during the electoral period?25
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A.   [12:45:58] I should point out that the missions of the integrated command centre1

were defined to us by President Laurent Gbagbo in a decree.  And I mentioned that2

decree a short time ago.  It is decree 2007-82 dated 16 March 2007, creating the3

integrated command centre.4

We had a meeting at the presidency of the republic with Bakayoko and the president,5

and he asked us to jointly manage the military issues to implement the PNDDR,6

which is the national disarmament demobilisation and reintegration plan.  The7

decree also required us to provide security for the mobile courts, to ensure operation8

of military tasks, to provide security during the elections and to protect people and9

property throughout the national territory.10

So these were the missions conferred upon us in that decree.  If you do not have it, I11

have a copy of that decree here with a photograph in which the president was12

handing that decree to us.13

Q.   [12:48:08] You have just described sections 3.1 and 3.2 of the Ouagadougou14

accords.  To your knowledge, what about the civic service?15

A.   [12:48:34] While we were working as part of the Mbeki agreement, because16

points 3, 2 and 1 of the agreement demanded that the forces should disarm in17

compliance with the operational plan adopted on 9 January 2005 and updated on 618

March 2006.  So when we were working on these points, the soldiers who had been19

recruited thought that they were going to be abandoned.  So many of them sat the20

test for the police, gendarmerie, the forestry and water resources and so on.21

So that given that there was a high number of unemployed people, President22

Laurent Gbagbo had decided to create the civic service.  He even asked me to23

present to him samples of uniforms.24

We had a meeting with the president in his residence because he had designated25
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people to reflect on it.  And the main coordinator was Minister Oulaï, I believe.  So1

we had a meeting.  The idea was good, but unfortunately this civic service never2

materialised.3

Q.   [12:50:35] So Minister Hubert Oulaï was responsible for the civic service?4

A.   [12:50:47] No.  For the preparations in view of setting up that civic service.5

Q.   [12:50:54] Can you tell us when did the work of the CCI end?  Can you give us6

a date and time?7

A.   [12:51:15] Yes.  The CCI stopped working after the proclamation of the results8

of the second round, because it was responsible for ensuring security during the9

electoral process, that is, from the election campaigns right up to the proclamation of10

the results.11

Q.   [12:51:48] And which date are you referring to or which of the two results that12

were proclaimed are you referring to?13

A.   [12:51:59] There were two proclamations:  2 December 2010, in favour of the14

RHDP candidates; and the proclamation of 3 December 2010, in favour of the15

candidate of the LMP.16

But there was a decision taken by the international panel.17

Q.   [12:52:32] 10 of which month?18

A.   [12:52:36] 10 March 2011.19

So after that, the mission of the CCI came to an end.  But it should be mentioned that20

the new president of the republic, the one who was elected, President Alassane21

Ouattara, continued working within the framework of the Ouaga awards to carry out22

a merger of the two armies.23

Q.   [12:53:09] So the end of the work of the CCI was 10 March 2011.  Did your24

exchanges with the members of the CCI, including Mr Bakayoko, continue during25
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that entire period, 28 November right up to 10 March?1

A.   [12:53:41] Well, let me not hide anything from you.  After the results of the2

second round, as the chief of staff of the CCI, we asked that General Kouakou Nicolas3

should prepare for us a report of the elections.  He prepared that report, and after4

that we met in order to come up with a joint plan of operations.5

I'm sorry, Mr President.6

We did it together with the commanders of the impartial forces.  So we had a7

meeting with the commander of the impartial forces in a hotel in Abidjan that I will8

not mention.  And at the end of that meeting, General Bakayoko approached me and9

told me that since we were working within the CCI, we should prepare a statement to10

say that President Alassane Ouattara had won the elections.11

I told him that I'm aware of it, but as soldiers it is not our duty to make such a12

statement that President Gbagbo had disputed the results, and the heads of states13

were working so that we should wait for the work of that heads of states to end14

before making a statement.15

Q.   [12:55:48] That meeting that you are referring to, when did it take place?16

A.   [12:55:54] It took place in December after the proclamation of the two results,17

December 2010.18

Q.   [12:56:12] Can you be more specific?  The first part of December or the second19

part of December?20

A.   [12:56:24] Shortly after the 3rd of December.21

Q.   [12:56:32] A few points of clarification.  The general staff, where was it located?22

A.   [12:56:45] It is located at Camp Galliéni at the Plateau, in fact, between the23

Plateau and Adjamé, opposite the administrative quarters.24

Q.   [12:57:10] Can you describe briefly the structure of the general staff, excluding25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-193-ENG ET WT 25-09-2017 51/85 NB T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0009

25.09.2017 Page 52

the CPCO for the time being?1

A.   [12:57:30] At the general staff headquarters, you have the chief of staff, and, Mr2

President, I would like to point out here that I never had a deputy.  I had two -- three3

heads of bureau who assisted me.  There was the head of the human resources4

division, Alla; there was the head of the employment operations division, late Babri5

Hilaire; and then there was a head of orders division, Colonel Seri.  Then there was6

the CPCO, headed by Colonel Sako.  And then there is a garrison service which was7

responsible for several duties when there are punishments, funeral services; they8

organise those.  They do a bit of everything.  And then we have an officers' mess, a9

mess of the armed forces where food is prepared, and usually the civilians who work10

at the Plateau like to come and eat there.  We have a large conference room at the11

general staff headquarters. And the divisions that I've mentioned to you, they have12

officers.  And so it is all those officers working together that make up the general13

staff.  And they are the ones who generally make proposals to the chief of staff who14

in turn takes the decisions.15

Q.   [12:59:56] One last question on this matter before the lunch break.  In total on16

any given day, how many people would be working at the general staff headquarters,17

approximately?18

A.   You can say 100, 120 people.  And I'm excluding the guard service, which19

belongs to another unit.  It is the command and service battalion which provides the20

guards.  But the general staff itself, there are 100 to 120 people.21

Q.   [13:00:59] Thank you.22

Mr President, I would propose that we take the lunch break now.23

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [13:01:03] Thank you.24

Thank you also to you.25
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Now we have the lunch break.  We come back at 2.30 for the third and last session1

for the day.  Thank you very much.  The hearing is adjourned to 2.30.2

THE COURT USHER:  [13:01:17] All rise.3

(Recess taken at 1.01 p.m.)4

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.32 p.m.)5

THE COURT USHER:  [14:32:10]  All rise.6

Please be seated.7

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:32:30]  Good afternoon.8

Good afternoon also to you.  Mr Mangou, now I give again the floor to the Office of9

the Prosecutor for his questioning.10

MR MACDONALD:  [14:32:46]  Thank you, your Honour.11

Q.   [14:32:53]  (Interpretation)  Mr Mangou, I would like to continue briefly on the12

role of the CPCO.  And you had stated that Colonel Sako was in charge of the CPCO.13

And in your own words, can you state more briefly?14

A.   [14:33:31]  The CPCO is the centre for planning and coordination, not conduct15

of operations.  It is the centre, the operational centre of the general staff of the army.16

It plans organisations and organises orders around the operations.  And once the17

orders are in place, they are forwarded to the commandant du théâtre or the18

command in charge of security in Abidjan city, who in turn translates them into19

orders, carries out his own planning and then effectively carries out the operation on20

the ground.21

The CPCO also designates units upon instructions, intervention units for intervention.22

Once the units have been identified or designated, they are then placed under the23

various unit commanders on the ground.24

Q.   [14:34:40]  During the post-electoral crisis, and I'm referring to the same period,25
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what was your specific involvement for yourself?  Let's talk about that first and then1

we will speak about the involvement of others later.  But what was your2

involvement as chief of general staff?3

A.   [14:35:01]  My involvement at what level, please?4

Q.   [14:35:05]  Under the title of CPCO, what was your interaction with the CPCO?5

What was your role and your involvement with the CPCO?6

A.   [14:35:20]  My role was still one of coordination.  When the orders have been7

translated into missions and transmitted to the operational chiefs who are on the8

ground, my role then is one of coordination, because I work from a map, and the map9

is located at the CPCO.  And based on the intelligence that I receive from the field, I10

am able to move the buttons around.11

Q.   [14:35:53]  How do you receive information from the field?12

A.   [14:36:00]  Maybe I'll disappoint you really, because, you see, we were in a state13

of absolute denial.  Now, I want to -- if I tell you today that the chief of general staff,14

who I was at the time, did not have any transmission facilities, I'm sure you will not15

believe me.16

Now, whether we were at the battlefront or whether when I became chief of general17

staff of the army, everything was transmitted uncoded openly.  And this is a great18

risk for units that are at the battlefront.  You see, even with a cellphone there are a19

number of discomforts in ordinary times, more so in times of war.20

Let me give you a small example.  Do you know how we were able to bombard with21

the M-24s?  We didn't have any land-air contact with the pilots.  We had the pilots22

come in --23

Q.   [14:37:11]  Now, let me just stop you there.  We will come back to the 2004,24

but my question was simple.  During the electoral crisis, how did orders come from25
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the base to you as chief of general staff?1

A.   [14:37:30]  It was by our cellphone.  We communicated by cellphone.  Detoh2

and Konan had cellphones, they would call me on the cellphone and communicate3

orders to me.4

Now, when we knew that we had been infiltrated and that this was not reliable, we5

would call them up and they would come and receive instructions before going.  So6

they had to call us on the phone and our communications was by cellphone.7

Q.   [14:38:10]  Did you have any working sessions at the general staff headquarters8

with Mr Detoh Letho and Colonel Boniface?9

A.   [14:38:25]  Specifically with Detoh, who was in Abidjan, who was in Abidjan,10

Detoh was in Yamoussoukro, which is quite remote, you can't call them meetings as11

such, but they were operational centre meetings.  And when orders were issued, we12

would meet at the operational centre with the generals who were not involved in the13

manoeuvres proper, but I insisted on the generals being there so that we would all be14

in a position where we are receiving the same information at the same time.15

Colonel Sako would receive all the information and then provide a situation16

summary to us based on all the intelligence that he would have received.  He would17

provide us with a situation report on the ground, and then it would be I would give18

room to all generals to make comments, and then I would make the final decision,19

which will then be conveyed as an order to the Detoh Letho.20

Q.   [14:39:35]  During the post-electoral crisis, are you saying that there were21

meetings of generals at the CPCO?22

A.   [14:39:43]  Yes.  During the post-electoral crisis there were meetings which23

took place at 8.30 in the morning and at 18 hours in the evening.24

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [14:40:06]  Every day?25
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THE WITNESS:  [14:40:08](Interpretation) Every day, Mr President.1

MR MACDONALD:  [14:40:28]  (Interpretation)2

Q.   [14:40:30]  Briefly, and during that period, I understand that the CPCO was3

called something else at that time, can you tell us the name of that entity before it4

became the CPCO?5

A.   [14:40:46]  It was the CCO.6

Q.   [14:40:55]  When was it created?7

A.   [14:40:57]  The CCO was created under General Doué.  Now, when I took up8

office, we changed the name of the structure so as to avoid confusion, to avoid being9

referred to as the CCO issuing the same documents.  And it's in 2004 that we10

changed the name to CPCO.11

Q.   [14:41:35]  Was the CCO -- when was the CCO created and why?12

A.   [14:41:47]  One will say that it is only the name that changed. The fact is that it13

was the operational centre.  CCO was the centre for conduct of operations, and we14

changed the name to centre for planning and coordinating operations. It is an15

operations centre simply.16

Q.   [14:42:08]  During the electoral period, was there -- well, we have the CPCO,17

but was there a CP élection?18

A.   [14:42:27]  No.  During the electoral period we all worked within the CCI, the19

integrated command centre, the CCI, pursuant to the Ouagadougou political20

agreement which asked us to work jointly with our brothers from the Force21

républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire.  It is for that reason that the rules pertaining to22

conduct and elections were drafted.23

It was a joint plan, by the way, since we worked with the two chiefs of general staff,24

Bakayoko and myself, and the two commanders of the impartial forces,25
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General Palasset for ONUCI and General Amoussou for ONUCI.1

Q.   [14:43:32]  Where was the command post of the CCI located?2

A.   [14:43:36]  The command post of the CCI was in Yamoussoukro in3

Dioulabougou neighbourhood.4

Q.   [14:43:51]  Let us hark back to the 8.30 and 6 p.m. meetings of the generals.5

Which generals attended those meetings?  And did they come in person?  And how6

did things work?7

A.   [14:44:08]  The generals came in person, but it was not only a meeting of the8

generals, it was a meeting of the operational centre.  General Letho had within the9

operational centre a number of officers helping him in his work.  There was an10

officer in charge of the conduct of operations.  There was another officer in charge11

friendly manoeuvres.  Then there was an officer in charge of enemy manoeuvres.12

There was an officer in charge of logistics.  Then there was an officer in charge of13

intelligence.14

Ordinarily, at the CO you would also have an officer in charge of signalling or15

transmissions.  But we didn't have radio facilities to enable us to transmit messages16

to our units, and that's why there was no focus on that particular position, that is the17

officer in charge of transmissions.18

It is all that group that would work at the end of the day to gather intelligence, to19

cross-check it, to see what the enemy manoeuvres were, what the friendly20

manoeuvres were.  And then when these officers met together, the officer in charge21

of conduct then would give us a summary when we met on the situation per day.  In22

such a such a zone this is what happened, this is what we did, this was our reaction,23

this was what the enemy did.  Then a report is given as to the number of people24

injured, the number of deaths and so on and so forth.25
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Then at the end of all that they would simulate a number of hypotheses, generally1

three.  We would say, for example:  General, for scenario one or hypothesis one, this2

is what it is; scenario two, this is the solution we propose; and hypothesis three, this is3

what we propose.4

And then the chief of general staff, based on the intelligence and on all the5

suggestions can now say:  Let us opt for scenario number two.  And that's what is6

adopted, instructions are issued and then everybody continues from there.7

So each participant provides a viewpoint and then the final decision is taken by the8

chief of general staff.9

Q.   [14:46:51]  Did you receive intelligence from any other sources or government10

agencies?11

A.   [14:46:58]  No, I never received any intelligence from a government agency.12

You see the chief of general staff has within the structure of the general staff an officer13

in charge of intelligence who tries to glean intelligence from here and there and14

reports accordingly to the chief of general staff.  But I never, never had any15

intelligence from a national agency or organisation, never.16

Q.   [14:47:33]  When those daily reports were filed at the end of the day, were the17

major command bodies represented?  Did you receive intelligence from all the18

command bodies?19

A.   [14:47:49]  Yes.  This was the forum for everybody to provide information20

they had received.  We would look at it, draw up a list, cross-check the veracity and21

then determine what conduct to adopt and inform our troops accordingly.22

Q.   [14:48:07]  I would like to call up a document, CIV-OTP-0043-0391.  I'm sorry,23

let me correct the ERN number.  0071-0520.  I'm sorry.  This document can be24

found on our list and has already been entered into evidence, 0071-0520.  I'm sorry.25
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(Speaks English) Can we see the document?  Not yet?  Okay.1

(Interpretation)  Can we please scroll down.2

You have already described the FM, TO and Info and what those mean.  Now, here3

ATCR, does that mean "as report"?4

I'm sorry.  Please, let's go to the top of the document.  I'm sorry, I wanted the top of5

the document.6

Now I'm looking at this part.7

A.   ATCR stands for a report, informed on the report.8

Q.   [14:50:28]  So you are informed and notified?9

A.   [14:50:30]  Yes, that's correct.10

Q.   [14:50:31]  Let's go down a little bit and look at the subject which reads as11

follows in relation to a number of numbers that are written out.  Am I to understand12

that this is a document from the CPCO chief of general staff, decision of 2513

February 2011 relation to subject above?14

A.   [14:50:59]  Yes, that's correct.15

Q.   [14:51:00]  Can you tell us what the purpose of this document is?16

A.   [14:51:07]  This document comes from the deputy to General Detoh Letho.  A17

short while ago I explained to you that the units that had not been selected to be18

deployed on the ground were under the command of their chiefs, and these were the19

land forces, and the commander who was heading up the troops on the ground was20

replaced by his deputy.  In this case, the chief of the CPCO drafted this message to21

inform the unit commanders that the meeting hall at the headquarters had become22

the hall for the operational centre, which was not usually the case.  But, you see,23

when you're conducting operations there are a number of things that have to be done24

in secret, and this room had not been used previously for that purpose, so the25
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message was issued to inform battalion commanders that this is what had happened.1

Now, generally, this type of message is read out to all the soldiers in their assembly so2

that they're warned to stay away from the operational centre.3

Q.   [14:52:23]  So we see here that the badges will be issued by the chief of the4

CPCO upon instructions of the chief of staff?5

A.   [14:52:34]  Yes, the same as you would do here.  You don't get in without your6

badges.  So we did the same at our level.  So at our own level we also issued badges7

and people could only come into the hall upon presentation of their badges.8

Q.   [14:52:52]  I have a small question for you.  Now, before 21 February, the9

CPCO met in its usual room; is that correct?10

A.   [14:53:08]  No, before 21 February we had the general staff, which had its11

operational centre.  Now, Detoh was the commander of the operational centre and12

his operational centre was created then at the headquarters so that he would be closer13

to the chief of general staff; otherwise, the operational centre would have remained at14

Akouédo.15

And so I told you, for example, that we didn't have any resources to code our16

transmission signals.  That is why he was much closer to me, and if we needed to17

have any discussions he would come easily and we would have those discussions.18

That's the reason.19

Q.   [14:53:56]  So the CPCO remained at its location.  And the operational centre20

then was located at -- in this room, the conference room; is that correct?21

A.   [14:54:10]  Yes.22

Q.   [14:54:10]  As far as you know, how did Mr Detoh Letho receive those reports23

on the ground?24

A.   [14:54:22]  Detoh Letho and his men are right there in -- where the action is25
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taking place and when you are in the midst of the situation proper, things must be1

done with a matter of urgency, so he has direct contact with troops on the ground.2

He reports to them and issues instructions to them as to what conduct to -- is to3

obtain.4

Q.   [14:54:59]  I want to look at a document of 26 October 2010.  And it's5

CIV-OTP-0043-0391.  It's the document that has already been admitted into evidence6

by a decision of the Chamber.  Can we please display the first page of this document.7

Very well.  We see here a message from the superior commander of the gendarmerie.8

"To," and then "Info," among others, "MINIDEF," that's ministry of defence; correct?9

"CEMA/CPCO."  So you were informed?10

A.   [14:56:30]  No, not me, I'm not informed.  The information is to the CPCO.11

Now, when I am informed all that is entered is CEMA.12

Q.   [14:56:46]  We also see "CEMP/PR."  What is that?13

A.   [14:56:53]  Chief of general staff personal to the president of the republic.14

Q.   [14:56:57]  We have also "Chef CCI-DGPN."15

A.   DGPN stands for director general of the national police.16

Q.   Very well.  So we see that this document refers to an operational order of the17

gendarmerie, on the second page.18

Can we go to the second page, please.  That's not the right page.  Maybe we don't19

have the right document.  0043-0392.20

Now, that's the second page, Mr Mangou.  You see here "presidential elections21

operational order 001."  And my question is as follows:  You see the -- there is the22

CCI in Yamoussoukro, then there's a joint organisation involving the New Forces and23

the FDS, and then there's a CNO.  Can we talk about that in relation to the first24

round.25
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The troops of the Ivorian Côte d’Ivoire national forces, were they present in the CNO1

of the first round of the elections?2

A.   [14:59:26]  During the first round of elections -- I, I hope memory doesn't fail3

me.  I think we were working within the framework of the Ouagadougou agreement,4

the Ouagadougou political agreement, which asked us to provide 8,000 men.  The5

Republican Forces were to provide 4,000, and FANCI -- rather and then FDS, 4,000.6

So these troops were to be taken from various units. And once I got to the figure7

of 4,000 I would make those troops available to the chief of the CCI, who then would8

position them in polling stations in the CNO zone, which is what Bakayoko also had9

to do, and they would be positioned accordingly.  And that's how we got to work10

jointly.11

Q.   [15:00:30]  So the Ivorian army troops that were under our command were12

made available to the north for the first round of elections?13

A.   [15:00:39]  They were no longer under my command.  They were handed over14

to the chief of the CCO who then proceeded accordingly.  Not CCO, rather, but CCI15

who would then do that job.16

Q.   [15:00:53]  Very well.  Now if we could just return to the issue of intelligence.17

During the crisis, did you receive intelligence from international organisations?18

A.   [15:01:14]  No such intelligence.19

Q.   [15:01:23]  From other military forces?20

A.   [15:01:25]  Yes.  We often worked with the impartial forces as part of the21

quadripartite initiative.  So four generals would meet, and this was often the case;22

they often met at the CCI.23

Q.   [15:01:50]  Now, after 28 October 2010.24

A.   [15:01:55]  After 28 October 2010, there was no contact amongst ourselves.  We25
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merely spoke by telephone.  General Palasset and myself, we spoke by phone, but1

there was no other contact because, you see, to ensure the safety of the process, that2

was the task of the Republican Forces of Côte d’Ivoire, the FDCI.  They were the3

ones in charge of ensuring security.  The impartial forces came to provide us support4

in the event of an incident.  And everything went well and we did not have to use5

the impartial forces.6

Q.   [15:02:55]  Now, during the post-election crisis, how would you send -- well,7

how were your messages distributed, the ones from the chief of general staff?  How8

were the messages distributed?9

A.   [15:03:25]  From the chief of general staff to the men in the field?  Well, in10

Abidjan it was a simple matter because there was the operational centre right beside11

me, so we would give instructions.  Konan was a bit more complicated because we12

had a system of messengers.  So one person would receive a message and then it13

would be sent out to others in the field.14

Q.   [15:04:03]  And General Detoh Letho, who became responsible for operations15

in the field, can you tell us what date that was?  When did he become the person in16

charge of this?17

A.   [15:04:16]  General Detoh Letho did support the command of -- well, of the18

various men and equipment made available to him as of 22 February 2011.  2219

February 2011.  No, wait.  No, not 22 February, January, because the police began,20

the police began on the 11th, 11 January to the 21st, 21 January, I believe, and then21

after that when responsibility was handed over from 22 January to 20 March.22

Q.   [15:05:14]  And before that, who could issue operational orders to the FANCI23

forces?24

A.   [15:05:35]  I don't understand your question.25
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Q.   [15:05:39]  Before 21 January or 22 January, he --1

A.   [15:05:52]  Oh, I see.2

Q.   [15:05:54] -- gave the operational orders.3

A.   [15:05:56]  When we received the requisition, for example, a request for forces4

to deploy in the field and take action in Abobo, we had a meeting on 6 January 2011 at5

army headquarters.  And at that meeting, the director general of the national police6

was present, the chief of general staff, the superior command of the gendarmerie,7

General Detoh, General Aka, General Vagba, General Guiai Bi Poin, to analyse the8

situation and see how we were going to deploy in the field.9

At this meeting the director general of national police told us that what was going on10

in Abobo was within his area of responsibility, and it was a law enforcement11

operation, and he could deal with it.  So he conducted that operation within his12

operational centre, the PC Minox, that is to say the police centre of the ministry of the13

interior.14

Q.   [15:07:16]  That meeting -- well, I realise we're going backwards in time, we are15

backtracking.  I acknowledge that.  Now, how were your orders, how were your16

orders distributed?17

A.   [15:07:37]  Well, before that the chief of general staff would issue a message18

and the message would be intended to the force commanders who were in the field,19

the land forces as well as the air force and the national navy.20

MR MACDONALD:  [15:07:58]  (Interpretation)  I'd like to ask for21

CIV-OTP-0071-0152 to be displayed on the screen.  This is number 408 on our list22

and this item has also been placed on the case file.  Now here we see, if we could23

scroll down slightly.  Thank you very much.24

Q.   Now, this is the message from you, supreme command of the gendarmerie, the25
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director general of the national police, COMTER, and also copied for information1

purposes.  And we see the date, 11-12-2010.2

If we could have a look at the entire document, if that is possible, otherwise we can3

provide a hard copy to the witness.4

Now, if you could look at the other side.5

A.   [15:09:56]  Yes, I can see.  So, well, this document indeed is a message, and the6

aim is to make some adjustments to the security provisions or the security system.7

You must realise that at that particular place before the message was prepared, there8

was only one police officer handling traffic at the intersection, Riviera Golf, hôtel du9

Golf.  There was but one policeman there who was handling traffic.10

And later, when security was provided during the election because, you see, in the11

joint operational plan that we had within the CCI, the FDI were supposed to be in the12

CNO zone to ensure the security of elections operation, and the New Forces were to13

go to the south to ensure the safety of the elections, and afterwards each unit was14

supposed to go back to its base.15

We withdrew our men from the north, but the republic forces of Côte d’Ivoire had16

some men leave while others were sent to the Golf.17

Thus, equipment was set up, including one machine gun, to monitor the movements18

of our comrades in arms.  And so the equipment was set out, and Muro was leading19

these fellow soldiers.  They came out, they removed the weapon, they removed the20

weapon and they left for the Golf Hotel with the equipment.21

I called General Gueu, who I knew very well, and after speaking to him, he took the22

weapon back, he withdrew it.23

And then I made a report back to President Gbagbo and I said, "Our brothers, rather24

than going up to the north, have gone to the Golf Hotel."25
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The president gave instructions, he said, "See to it that they not come out.  The1

soldiers in there should not come back out."2

And thus I took that instruction and I turned it into military commands.3

The observation post was re-adjusted and it became a checkpoint.  UNOCI was also4

copied.  And, you see, they sent us one officer, General Niang, and he himself came5

and saw us and said, "Well, the south checkpoint, put it there, the north checkpoint,6

put it at that spot."7

And so everyone was informed, you see.  So there was this readjustment to the8

security system so that our brothers should not leave the Golf to carry out any crimes9

or anything else within the centre.  And so, you see, that is why the adjustments10

were made to the security system.  ONUCI was informed, they sent us an officer to11

help us set up the control post, the checkpoint.12

Q.   [15:13:53]  Very well.  I'd like to make one correction to the date.  In French,13

line 19, I was talking about the year 2010, not 2011, 11 December 2010.14

Now, was that the beginning of what some people called the blockade?15

A.   [15:14:24]  Well, I'll be frank with you.  To our mind, it never was a blockade.16

It never was a blockade.  This post that was set up, and I'll be very specific, this was17

a checkpoint, it was to ensure control, to oversee.18

First of all, to ask our men not to allow soldiers there to go into the city with their19

weapons and do anything, we did not want blame to be put on our shoulders.20

Secondly, they were to ensure that armed people did not -- yes, thank you -- to ensure21

that people with weapons should not go into the Golf Hotel to commit any crimes,22

and we would not want to bear the responsibility for any such crimes.23

You see, when you give an order, often people have a certain interpretation of an24

order.  Let us say a vehicle would come in with some foodstuffs for people at the25
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hotel, Golf Hotel.  There would be an attempt to block the vehicle.  But once I was1

informed, I would say, "Let the vehicle go through."2

And on the other hand, there might be an instruction to not allow the vehicle to go in3

to deprive people of food.4

The cardinal of Abidjan himself, just before Christmas 2010, came to see me at5

headquarters and he asked me for permission to allow a priest to go and celebrate6

mass.  And I said to him, "Cardinal, you're flattering me.  He can go very well.7

They need spiritual nourishment.  That it is not necessary to ask for permission.  I'm8

not trying to deprive them of everything."9

But, you see, that is what we were trying to do better, better.10

I even said to President Gbagbo, "Mr President, the people who are there are11

authorities, and they should be asked to go back to their home and we are ready to12

ensure their safety if they opt for that."  But that wasn't done.  That request was not13

made.14

Q.   [15:17:04]  It wasn't done by whom?15

A.   [15:17:06]  Well, I reported to the president, but I wasn't the one to make16

contact, but I suggested, I made the suggestion, and the request I made was not17

looked upon favourably, so I suppose nothing ever came of it.18

Q.   [15:17:25]  Very well.19

I'd like us now to talk about the various means, the organic means of the National20

Armed Forces of Côte d’Ivoire.  And I'd like to ask you about two specific points,21

vehicles, armoured vehicles, and mortars.22

So what kind of armoured vehicles did the army have during the post-election crisis?23

A.   [15:18:15]  During the post-election crisis, on the MACA side, we had two24

engines, pieces of equipment, and those were South African-built vehicles.  They are25

ICC-02/11-01/15-T-193-ENG ET WT 25-09-2017 67/85 NB T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/11-01/15
WITNESS:  CIV-OTP-P-0009

25.09.2017 Page 68

personnel carriers, and they can hold 12 people, 12 people per vehicle.1

Q.   [15:18:50]  What kind of horse power or strength -- correction, what kind of2

force?3

A.   [15:18:56]  Armoured battalion.  Now, on that side we had --4

Q.   [15:19:03]  On what side where?5

A.   [15:19:06] I'm still talking about the MACA side.  Once again, I'm still talking6

about the MACA.  So we had two mortars 60 CS.7

Q.   [15:19:22]  What does CS stand for?8

A.   [15:19:26]  Cloche spécial.  So just a bit of an anecdote.  Now, you see, during9

the two world wars, they would put a kind of pot, so to speak, into one weapon, and10

to allow everyone to be informed that the enemy was arriving, they would shoot and11

the people would be informed, and it was referred to as a special kind of bell, cloche12

spécial.  And when units were deployed to the Abobo roundabout, the BAE men on13

RG12s, these are also armoured pieces of equipment, we had those men from the14

armoured gendarmerie on the VABs, the forward unit armoured vehicles, forward15

armoured vehicles.16

Q.   [15:20:34]  What kind of armoured vehicle?17

A.   [15:20:36]  The VABs.18

Q.   [15:20:38]  Just VABs?19

A.   [15:20:41]  Just VABs.20

Q.   [15:20:43]  Where do they come from?21

A.   [15:20:45]  From the gendarmerie's armoured battalion.22

Q.   [15:20:59]  So the GEB, the GEB, and what country did --23

MR GBOUGNON:  [15:21:08]  (Interpretation) Your Honour.  Your Honour.24

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:21:10]  Maître Gbougnon.25
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MR GBOUGNON:  [15:21:13]  (Interpretation)  The witness made mention of the1

armoured squadron, and now all of a sudden we're talking about the GEB.  I don't2

believe there was any correction made.3

MR MACDONALD:  [15:21:34]4

Q.   [15:21:34] (No interpretation)5

A.   [15:21:34] Indeed, I gave the meaning, the GEB, that does mean the -- it's the6

acronym.7

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:21:41]  Overlapping speakers.8

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:21:42]  Please, Maître Gbougnon.  Don't9

overlap, just wait until one has finished to speak and then speak.10

Yes, please.11

MR GBOUGNON:  [15:21:56]  (Interpretation)  Yes, your Honour, in the future, in12

the future, I believe -- well, I think it would be a good idea to put questions and13

receive answers because I think we are hearing a lot of commentary, and a lot of14

words are being put into the witness's mouth.  I think it would be better if the15

witness would provide answers without -- with all his considerable knowledge, not16

necessarily having him repeat commentary.17

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:22:27]  Maître Gbougnon, I think we are here18

hearing questions and answers from, questions from the Prosecutor and hearing19

answers, so I don't think there is much commentary by the Office of the Prosecutor20

today.21

So please, Mr MacDonald, go ahead.  Thank you.22

MR MACDONALD:  [15:22:48]  Thank you, your Honour.23

Q.   [15:23:01]  (Interpretation)  Now, the VAB vehicles, where were they from?24

A.   [15:23:07]  Well, they were French-built, from France, as well, there was one25
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vehicle from the Republican Guard.  It was a BTR-80, BTR-80, and there was also1

two 60 guns, mortar guns, and the 120 mortar that came during the second phase of2

the operation.  So in terms of armoured vehicles and other equipment, that's what3

we had at that time.4

Now, as for the RTI, the RTI and -- well, there was a number of items and staff in5

place.  There was an armoured group; there was one section of commandos; there6

were gendarmes, and then there was a BASA dual-barrelled gun at the RTI.  So that7

is what there was at the RTI in terms of armoured equipment.8

Q.   [15:24:28]  The BTR-80, where was that from?9

A.   [15:24:32]  The BTR-80, as you can tell from the name, BTR, that is a Russian10

name, Bronetransportyor.  It's an armoured -- it's Russian.  Brone is written up -- oh,11

okay.  I see.  I see.12

Q.   [15:24:57]  That's fine.  That's fine.  Indeed, indeed.13

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:25:03]  From the acronym, we could not14

know that it's Russian, but okay we believe that.15

THE WITNESS:  [15:25:11](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.16

MR MACDONALD:  [15:25:14]  (Interpretation)17

Q.   [15:25:14]  Now, to your knowledge, when did you receive the BTR-80?18

A.   [15:25:19]  The BTR-80 arrived at the very beginning, during the very first19

manoeuvres, when we began the first offensive, but it had to have two wheels, you20

see.21

Q.   [15:25:36]  No.  Dates, dates, please.  You said the first offensive, when was22

that?  I understand what you're saying, but for the benefit of the Chamber.23

A.   [15:25:46]  Very well.  Well, the 24th, the 24th of January.  24 January, we24

received the BTR, and the BTR had to be sent back because two of the wheels were25
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flat.  They had been struck by bullets and so the equipment could not be used.1

Q.   [15:26:08]  And when did you obtain -- when did the Republican Guard get the2

BTRs --3

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:26:19]  Overlapping.4

THE WITNESS:  [15:26:21](Interpretation) The BTR were bought in 2003 before the5

crisis.  All the armament that we received was in the year 2003.6

MR MACDONALD:  [15:26:31]  (Interpretation)7

Q.   [15:26:33]  How many BTR-80s were purchased?8

A.   [15:26:37]  Six, I believe. For the army of Côte d’Ivoire, six, I believe.9

Q.   [15:26:43]  And during the post-election crisis, how many were there that were10

operational?11

A.   [15:26:51]  Well, you should realise that they were second-hand vehicles and12

they did not last a long time. The one purchased -- well, the, for the -- one was13

working.  The armoured battalion, but the national gendarme, one or two, but those14

vehicles didn't last a long time.15

Q.   [15:27:19]  During the crisis?16

A.   [15:27:20]  No, we just had one.  Just one. There was the one that had a flat17

tyre, but it never came back.18

Q.   [15:27:29]  Very well.  Which units had mortars, 120 millimetre mortars,19

during the post-election crisis?20

A.   [15:27:49]  The BASA had the 120 millimetre mortar.  That stands for21

ground-to-air armoured battalion.  Surface to air.22

Q.   [15:28:03]  Well, according to the legislation in effect during the post-election23

crisis, before using 120 millimetre mortar, was it necessary to receive authorisation to24

use such a piece of equipment?25
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A. [15:28:22]  Well, we already had the authorisation.  We were acting within the1

framework of a requisition, thus we had the authorisation.  We had authorisation.2

Once the army has been requisitioned, the army comes with all its resources, and3

when you subtract the RPGs or the -- once you subtract the mortars, the tanks, the4

aircraft, you're no longer dealing with an army.  All that is left is basically just5

category 1 force.6

And, you see, the impartial forces intervened in Abidjan.  They were requisitioned,7

they used the tanks.  I can tell you, I am a specialist in Sagaie with laser telemetry8

and with a firing range of 2200 metres, the sub-machine gun has a certain range.9

You can even use a tele-guided or remote-guided missile.10

So, you see, the army had been requisitioned with all its resources, with everything.11

Before you requisition the army, you really have to think about it, because once the12

army has been requisitioned, the army comes with the heavy weaponry and then a13

first-category force is not able to deal with the danger.  When the army comes in, it14

is -- well, you're making a decision; it is to make the decision for you.15

Q.   [15:30:17]  As the chief of general staff -- what about the use of 120 millimetre16

mortars in urban areas?17

A.   [15:30:35]  The use of 120 millimetre mortars in urban areas, it all depends on18

the objective and the goal.  I may surprise you now by saying that you don't19

necessarily shoot to kill with 120 millimetre guns.  You can shoot in a number of20

ways; for example, you can engage in destructive shooting.  You destroy shelter,21

personnel.  You provide covers so friendly troops can go by, or you can conduct22

neutralisation shooting; namely, you hit a living target and you take that target down.23

You have the time to carry out the manoeuvre you want to do.  You may engage in24

shooting to halt someone or something, so you shoot very close to the friendly target.25
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The enemy has to stop.  Or you can engage in harassment shooting, for example, the1

Banco forest.  You're not sure if enemy personnel are in there or not.  You may2

shoot to force the enemy to fire back and thus you -- or, you can engage in blind3

shooting, and you might throw a smoke bomb in there; the enemy can see nothing.4

So you see, there are different kinds of shooting, not just shoot to kill.  That's not the5

only kind of shooting that exists.6

Q.   [15:32:38]  I'm waiting for the transcript.7

And I'd like to clarify my question.  What about the use of the 120 millimetre mortars8

in urban environments where non-combatants live?9

A.   [15:33:08]  Our mission is to defend the population.  Our mission is not to kill10

the population, that is why we didn't succeed in our mission in Abobo because those11

who were shooting at us, who were firing at us, were dissimulated within the12

population, so when you are shot at, you are expected to shoot back.  But if there are13

no combatants in a public area, you cannot use mortars in those circumstances.14

Q.   [15:33:48]  Let me continue and put some more questions to you on the15

spokesperson of the FDS.  We know that at that time the spokesperson was late16

Colonel Babri Hilaire.  Can you explain to us his role as a spokesperson:  How did17

he work; what was the process; how was communication conducted?18

A.   [15:34:31]  He played the same role as the role played by the spokesperson of19

the ICC who regularly informs people about what is happening, the decisions that20

have been taken and what will be done.  This is the same thing that happens at the21

general staff.22

When there is a problem on which the chief of general staff has to express views, he23

sends his spokesperson.  So that can be in relation to a current situation or an24

ongoing situation which may call for a statement.25
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Now, if I'm expected to make such a statement, I call him, I report to the minister on1

the prevailing situation, and from time to time the minister of defence will tell me,2

"Please, make or issue a press release."  And I'll call the spokesperson and inform3

him accordingly, and the minister would say  President Gbagbo would be informed.4

Now, from time to time the president would also ask that the passage of the release be5

read out to him.  And when that is done, the press release is issued, and then the6

reports are forwarded down to the authorities accordingly.7

Q.   [15:36:02]  So before the FDS spokesperson's communiqué is released, it is8

cross-checked by the president of the republic; is that correct?9

A.   [15:36:19]  No, not all of them.  I know that once or twice I have reported to10

the president and he has said, "Please read that back to me" and then he has given his11

approval, once or twice only.  Most of the time it's been the minister of defence who12

approves.  And then I will call the president to tell him we are issuing a press release13

tonight, and then he will say, "Okay, I will watch on TV and see what you say."14

But in any event, in all cases before a communiqué is read out, we report to the15

minister of defence.16

Q.   [15:36:54]  Your consultations with the president about press releases, which17

communiqués were those specifically?18

A.   [15:37:05]  These things happened a long time ago and I don't remember19

everything.  I cannot tell you which ones it was.  I didn't consult the president on all20

the communiqués.  He asked me once or twice to read out a short excerpt here and21

there and I did, so -- but I can't remember.22

It is with the minister that we had this constant exchange.  But if you were to23

mention a particular release, I might be able to recall.  I cannot address a specific24

communiqué.25
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Q.   [15:37:38]  Now, we're talking about the press releases during the electoral1

crisis.  If we were to show you some of these releases, will you be able to point out2

which ones are those on which you consulted the president?3

A.   [15:37:56]  Yes.4

Q.   [15:37:57]  Very well.  Now, how were those releases or communiqués5

broadcast?  What media carried them?6

A.   [15:38:11]  We had only one TV channel, the RTI, and it was during prime time7

that we would broadcast the communiqués or during the newscasts.  But it is not the8

RTI journalists who would come to the general staff to receive the communiqués or9

releases.10

What happened is that we had an army press unit at the headquarters, at the army11

headquarters, and the army press unit would record the statement by the12

spokesperson and then dispatch the cassette to the RTI, which will then broadcast the13

communiqué, which would then also be played over the national radio.  And you14

may hear the same communiqué as well or read it in the written press.15

Q.   [15:39:13]  Did the RTI come to the general staff, or was it the general staff that16

went to the RTI, or the spokesperson who would go to the RTI?17

A.   [15:39:24]  No, no, two possibilities.  The spokesperson could go to the RTI18

and read out the communiqué there, or the army press service could record the19

statement and then take the statement to the RTI.20

Q.   [15:39:44]  So you had an audiovisual system that would record these messages21

and then send them forward; correct?22

A.   [15:39:53]  Yes, as would be the case with any army worthy of that name.23

Q.   [15:39:59]  Now, besides Colonel Babri, well, we saw that you yourself had24

issued some communiqués.25
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A.   [15:40:08]  Yes, yes, I issued some releases myself, Babri as well.1

Q.   [15:40:20]  Apart from Colonel Babri and yourself, were there any other2

spokespersons of the FDS during the electoral crisis but before 28 March 2011?3

A.   [15:40:37]  Babri was the spokesperson designated by the general staff, and4

beside him I don't think there was any other person who issued a press release.5

Q.   [15:41:03]  Let me now turn to the training for FDS in international6

humanitarian law.  Let's start with the FANCI.  Was there anyone at the FANCI in7

charge of international humanitarian law?8

A.   [15:41:30]  Yes.  Not within FANCI, but within FANCI there were people who9

had been trained by persons in charge of humanitarian law who provide such10

training to our troops, and then our officers would then in turn train the rank and file,11

telling them what was essential, what is authorised, what they could and could not do12

during war.  So that type of training was provided.13

Q.   [15:42:07]  During the post-electoral crisis, was there anyone specifically in14

charge of that aspect?15

A.   [15:42:17]  During the post-election crisis, one must say that given that troops16

had been deployed to the field in Yamoussoukro and in Abidjan, there was no time17

for such training to be provided in the barracks.  The training -- or in the garrisons.18

The training had been provided well before those events occurred.19

You see, since 2002, our troops were in the field all the way to the end of the20

post-election crisis.  And on that point I want to pay special tribute to them.  These21

were difficult times, but they stayed in the field, they remained in the field.  And so22

there was no time for such training to be provided at that time.23

Q.   [15:43:10]  A few details, please.  While you were at the helm of the general24

staff, and in relation to the training of new recruits, was there any training in25
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international humanitarian law?1

A.   [15:43:40]  Well, recruits received three months' training.  And here mention2

has been made of six months.  No, not six months.  The training for recruits lasted3

three months.4

Let me be specific.5

At that time when we needed soldiers who were strong and well-built and physically6

strong, we would -- people were selected regardless of their brain power.  They were7

simply selected and the training included FCB.8

Q.   [15:44:20]  I'm sorry to interrupt you, but my question is as follows:  While9

you were at the helm of the general staff, were recruits trained in international10

humanitarian law?11

A.   [15:44:38]  No, no, and that's what I was trying to explain to you.  No.12

Q.   [15:44:46]  Within the FANCI, while you were at the helm of the general staff,13

you talked about officers who were being trained.  But that's not what I'm14

addressing now.  What I want to ask you is whether you had any reference material,15

documents, books that were available to the forces.16

A.   [15:45:08]  I told you that, yes, indeed there was training in international17

humanitarian law by these experts in the area who provided training to the officers,18

who then would train, in turn train the rank and file soldiers.  But with the crisis we19

didn't have the opportunity to conduct that training.20

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  Maître Gbougnon.21

MR MACDONALD:  [15:45:31]  Your Honour, just that the witness is still on the22

stand, if ever there are any issues on this.23

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:45:36]  Yes, I know.24

Maître Gbougnon.25
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MR GBOUGNON:  [15:45:46]  (Interpretation)  Mr President, the witness has quite1

unusually been interrupted when he has tried to provide some explanation.  He had2

started to offer an answer to the question on training and he was interrupted.  I think3

this approach should not obtain, because the witness by speaking might say things4

that would be interesting to all parties in the courtroom.  So let him have the5

freedom to express himself.6

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [15:46:26]  Well, I think the witness knows7

perfectly that he has the freedom to express himself fully and to say what he thinks8

useful to this trial.  And if he does not know, I assure you that you can say what you9

deem necessary, okay?  Thank you very much.10

Mr MacDonald.11

MR MACDONALD:  [15:46:47]  Thank you, your Honour.12

Q. [15:47:04]  (Interpretation)  Were there any books within the FANCI, reference13

material that was mandatory?14

A.   [15:47:14]  The FANCI did not have a library.  Our luck was that when our15

officers go on training abroad they would bring back books, but which quite often16

were disconnected from our local reality.17

Now, when they bring such documents back, we use them to develop flash cards or18

things of that nature for our own use.19

Now, those who come to do international humanitarian law come back home with20

booklets, and then we could run photo copies and use them in our troops, in our21

army.22

Someone here talked about FETA -- or TTA, which is material that is used in the23

French army.  We don't have the TTA in the army of Côte d’Ivoire.  Our instruction24

manuals are very old and we are only now trying to update them.25
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Q.   [15:48:31]  I would now like to address with you the matter of the1

administration of justice within the FDS.  Are you able to describe to us the process2

by which any complaints can be raised in relation to any criminal offence committed3

by a member of the FDS?  What is the procedure in place?4

A.   [15:48:58]  I must confess that I'm not an expert in this area, but within the5

ministry of foreign -- oh, I'm sorry, ministry of defence, there is a military tribunal or6

military court which can hear all matters pertaining to offences committed by soldiers.7

That's what I can say.8

So when there is a problem or a matter in that area, those who have been offended9

can then seize the tribunal which will deal with the cases accordingly.  That's all I can10

say in that connection.11

Q.   [15:49:41]  Who was the government commissioner during the post-election12

crisis?13

A.   [15:49:48]  It was Commissioner Ange Kessy.  He was there before I became14

chief of general staff of the army.  And after I left that position, he was still in the15

same position, and he is still in that position today, Commissioner Ange Kessy.  I16

had known his predecessor, who was Commissioner Bedha Sica, who is of blessed17

memory, but currently is Commissioner Ange Kessy, who is the current18

commissioner.19

Q.   [15:50:20]  Who did he report to?20

A.   [15:50:21]  To the minister of defence.21

Q.   [15:50:30]  Were you informed in your capacity as chief of general staff of any22

convictions on criminal grounds of any members of FANCI?23

A.   [15:50:47]  The military tribunal is located somewhat within the premises of the24

general staff.  The court actually sits in the conference hall of the general staff, so, yes,25
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we are informed when they are convicted of criminal offences.  And then we go on1

to issue press releases to inform the maximum number of people about such conducts2

so that most -- or, as high a number of soldiers as possible is dissuaded from3

committing the same offence.4

Q.   [15:51:30]  Were you informed that a complaint had been authorised -- or what5

I mean is, were you informed that -- or, were you informed when there was an6

intention to prosecute someone through that system by the minister of defence?7

A.   [15:52:00]  Yes, because all those who would be prosecuted in that manner8

were soldiers who would belong to the army, and since that soldier would no longer9

be in the army, then the unit commander has the duty to report on the position of the10

person concerned.  And so that report comes all the way to the general staff, and11

then we get to know that such-and-such a person is being prosecuted.12

Q.   [15:52:36]  When it comes to disciplinary breaches of the military code, can you13

explain to us the process and how it works?14

A.   [15:52:48]  We also have our bible.  Our bible is the general discipline manual15

which contains the duties and obligations of all soldiers.  We also have an inventory16

of the various offences, and a person may be punished either by a simple detention or17

detention with hard labour, or even dismissal from the army.18

So we teach our soldiers the types of offences to avoid, offences involving discipline,19

honour, absence and non-commitment, and what have you.  They're aware of these20

offences.  And whenever a soldier commits such an offence, it is his immediate boss21

who would punish the soldier accordingly.22

You see, at each level there is a superior.  Let me take an example.  The superior in23

the case at hand can maybe issue a punishment for two days and informs hierarchy24

accordingly.  Maybe if the corporal forwards such a request to the captain, or to the25
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commander, or to the chief of general staff, the sanction can be aggravated from one1

level to the other.  And if the chief of general staff believes at his level that the2

sanction is appropriate, he can stop the process at that level, but if he thinks that more3

needs to be done, the file can be forwarded to the minister of defence and beyond that4

level to the president of the republic for assessment.  Well, this has never really5

happened, but generally, the disciplinary matters end at the desk of the minister of6

defence.7

Q.   [15:54:59]  So you were informed of the disciplinary measures that were taken8

against each soldier?9

A.   [15:55:08]  Well, this is when the immediate superior feels that the punishment10

should be increased, then he can forward the complaint, but you see, if the superior11

thinks the punishment is enough, he can stop the process at that level but still12

forward the file for information.13

Now, for example, in the army if you are punished in the year in which you expect to14

be promoted, then you will not get your promotion that year.  If, for example, you're15

supposed to be promoted after every three years and it happens in your third year,16

then you will not be promoted.17

Q.   [15:55:50]  Now, I was looking at your -- your answer and do I understand,18

then, that if a disciplinary measure taken by a lieutenant is sufficient and there is no19

need to aggravate the penalty, what happens then is that the file is, in any event,20

forwarded to you for information; is that correct?21

A.   [15:56:14]  Yes, because the soldier's file has to contain that punishment.  Yes.22

Q.   [15:56:25]  Very well.  Well, I have five more minutes, and I'll use them.23

Mr President, can I have a moment?24

(Counsel confers)25
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MR MACDONALD:  [15:57:23]  (Interpretation)1

Q.   [15:57:24]  According to the Ivorian laws in force at the time of the post-election2

crisis, was it possible for one or more parts of the territory of Côte d’Ivoire to be3

declared as war zones?4

A.   [15:57:47]  I can see what you're talking about and I will give you my specific5

idea on this point.6

Q.   [15:57:57]  I'm sorry.  Now only in relation to facts, your ideas, not7

impressions, not opinion, just facts.8

A.   [15:58:17]  Okay, yes.  I'll say yes because there was a situation in Abobo, a9

war situation, a war situation, and the war zone -- it's not because it's referred to as a10

war zone, it's not because, as I've heard it said here, that it's a war zone that11

everybody would be killed, no, no.  Take the example of Raqqa, take the example of12

the crisis we had in Côte d’Ivoire.  The French army asked us to grant it 48 to 7813

hours for it to take out its population.  And that's what happened.  So the idea was14

to provide security for the population and not to kill the population.15

So when it comes to war zone, in similar circumstances, where people are firing at16

you while being dissimulated in the population, there must come a time when you17

take out the population in order to be able to see clearly who your enemy is in order18

to be able to deal with the enemy.  That's the Raqqa situation.19

Even when it comes to shelling, you take time to take the population out.  You see, I20

said "yes" because there was a crisis situation in Abobo which put the population in21

the line of danger, and that's why they had to be taken out of that zone.22

Q.   [15:59:49]  During the post-electoral crisis, was the withdrawal of civilians from23

Abobo possible?24

A.   [16:00:00]  Yes.25
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Q.   [16:00:02]  How?1

A.   [16:00:04]  Well, let me tell you, the president said it, it has been said that this2

was part of a plan, no, no.  I am the one, I am the one who went to talk to the3

minister of defence in relation to the second phase of operations.  The first phase we4

went, it was difficult, we were not able to deal with the enemy because the enemy5

was infiltrated in the population.  But when we went back, following the mission6

from the president, and in order to avoid the same -- making the same mistakes, I7

went to the minister and proposed to him that Abobo be declared a war zone so that8

we would be able to discharge our mission.9

Now, why a war zone?  For us, the idea was to secure one or two neighbourhoods10

behind our population -- our forces and enable the population to leave the area11

within 48 hours or so and to come to the secure area so that we would be able to12

determine who was firing at us.13

The benefit of this -- there is a benefit and a disadvantage to this approach.  The14

disadvantage is that it would require more time and things will slow down. The15

benefit is that we provide security for the people.  But then the Commando Invisible16

is there.  When they noticed that the population is leaving, they can do two things;17

the first thing is, do what the population is doing and come to our side, which is most18

unlikely.  And then the second solution is, since everybody was moving out to our19

side, then the Commando Invisible would retreat to Anyama with its weapons.  And20

this is what happened.  When they heard that Abobo became a war zone they21

withdrew.  That is what I can say.22

Q.   [16:02:12]  Did you discuss this matter with the president of the republic?23

A.   [16:02:18]  I reported to the minister of defence who talked about it to the24

president and the president's answer was "no."  And he said in his -- he said that in25
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his speeches he had often said that there was no more war in Côte d’Ivoire and that if1

he went ahead to declare Abobo a war zone, that would lead to confusion, and that's2

why that was not done.3

Q.   [16:02:48]  So Abobo and the neighbours within the -- neighbourhood within4

that area were never declared a war zone?5

A.   [16:02:57]  Never.6

Q.   [16:02:59]  And the discussions were with the minister, and I'll put my question7

again just so I'm quite sure.  Was this a direct response, a direct discussion, with the8

minister or was it --9

A.   [16:03:13]  No, I went to see the minister and I suggested that to him.  The10

minister called the president.  They talked about it.  And he got the president's11

reply and he reported back to me.  So how was it leaked?  Now, you see, before, I12

was the one who went to the operations centre, and I said we are going to begin the13

second phase of the operation; we are going to have the same problems because I14

asked Abobo to be declared a war zone, but that was not allowed.  And, you see, we15

were infiltrated.  Abobo was not declared to be a war zone.  But, you see, there was16

never any planning, and it wasn't the president who said that; I was the one who17

made the suggestion.18

MR MACDONALD:  [16:04:07]  If you allow me one last question, your Honour,19

and then we should be done for today considering the hour.20

Q.   [16:04:20]  (Interpretation)  Before making this suggestion to the minister who21

talked about it with the president, within the major command with those generals,22

did you talk about --23

A.   [16:04:31]  No.  Once we were back and we had to head out again for the24

second phase.  That is when I said, okay, we're going to go back out, we're going to25
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have the same problems.  To avoid those problems, I suggested Abobo be declared a1

war zone but that was a no go, so we went back out on manoeuvres again, and then2

people started talking about Abobo like it was a war zone.  But no, there was never3

any discussion.4

Q.   [16:05:04]  Thank you.5

(Speaks English)  Those are my questions for today, your Honour.6

PRESIDING JUDGE TARFUSSER:  [16:05:06]  Thank you very much.7

Thank you, Mr Mangou.  Now we have finished for today.  We will continue with8

the questioning by the Office of the Prosecutor tomorrow morning at 9.30.9

The hearing is adjourned.  Thank you.10

THE COURT USHER:  [16:05:23]  All rise.11

(The hearing ends in open session at 4.05 p.m.)12
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