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International Criminal Court1

Trial Chamber IX2

Situation: Republic of Uganda3

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen - ICC-02/04-01/154

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and5

Judge Raul Cano Pangalangan6

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 37

Monday, 17 July 20178

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.29 a.m.)9

THE COURT USHER:  [9:29:48] All rise.10

The International Criminal Court is now in session.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:30:10] Good morning, everyone.12

Good morning, Mr Witness, especially.13

WITNESS: UGA-OTP-P-0054 (On former oath)14

(The witness speaks Acholi)15

THE WITNESS:  [9:30:15] (Interpretation) Good morning.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:30:16] Could the court officer please call the case.17

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:30:19] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.18

The situation in Uganda, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Dominic Ongwen, case19

reference ICC-02/04-01/15.20

And for the record, we are in open session.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:30:33] Thank you.22

And I ask for the appearances of the parties.23

MR BRADFIELD:  [9:30:37] Good morning, Mr President and your Honours.24

Appearing today for the Prosecution are Beti Hohler, Benjamin Gumpert,25

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-94-Red-ENG WT 17-07-2017 1/50 EC T



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-02/04-01/15
WITNESS: UGA-OTP-P-0054

17.07.2017 Page 2

Pubudu Sachithanandan, Yulia Nuzban, Adesola Adeboyejo, Ramu Fatima Bittaye,1

Shahriar Yeasin Khan, Yya Aragon, and myself Paul Bradfield.2

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:30:58] Thank you, Mr Bradfield.3

And for the Legal Representatives of the Victims.4

MR MANOBA:  [9:31:01] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.5

Joseph Manoba and James Mawira for the first team.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:07] Good morning.7

Mrs Massidda.8

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:31:10] Good morning, your Honour.  For the Common Legal9

Representation team, Paolina Massidda and Orchlon Narantsetseg.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Thank you very much.11

And not finally, because we have Rule 74 counsel, for the Defence, please.12

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:31:22] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Abigail13

Bridgman is my name, together with co-counsel Chief Charles Achaleke Taku and my14

colleague Tibor Bajnovic.  And our client Mr Ongwen is in court.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:34] Thank you.16

And, Mr Edwards, I think I can greet you in the courtroom and simply say for the17

record that you are also present.18

Thank you very much.19

And now it's the turn of the Defence to question the witness.  I sense that it could be20

Mrs Bridgman.21

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:31:56] Yes, indeed, your Honour.  Thank you.22

QUESTIONED BY MS BRIDGMAN:23

Q.   [9:32:08] Good morning, Mr Witness.24

A.   [9:32:09] Good morning.25
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Q.   [9:32:13] Now, Mr Witness, I would like to ask you a few questions regarding1

what you discussed with the Prosecution earlier, late last week, and some of the2

statements you made during the interviews with the investigators.  Do you recall the3

person you discussed on Friday called "boy number 1"?4

A.   [9:32:50] Yes, I do.5

Q.   [9:32:55] Now, you said that you were in charge of him, if I remember well; is6

that correct?7

A.   [9:33:05] That's correct.8

Q.   [9:33:07] And you also told him a few skills on how to survive while in the bush;9

is that correct?10

A.   [9:33:23] That's correct.11

Q.   [9:33:25] During your interviews with the Prosecution, do you recall telling12

them that you were an instructor in the LRA?13

A.   [9:33:46] Well, that happened.14

Q.   [9:33:51] In particular -- and, your Honours, I'm referring to tab 3 of the binder,15

UGA-OTP-0221-1757, starting from page 1766 to 1767.16

So, Mr Witness, you trained quite a bit of people in Sinia; is that correct?17

A.   [9:34:39] Yes, that happened.18

Q.   [9:34:43] Now, when you were talking about the attack on Abok, you mentioned19

in the courtroom about the child that you rescued who was being kicked and beaten20

around.  Now, as a former instructor within the Sinia brigade -- okay, let me ask it21

this other way:  You stopped those children from kicking and beating that -- you22

stopped your soldiers from kicking and beating that child, if I recall correct.  Is that23

all right?  Is that --24

A.   [9:35:32] Exactly.25
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Q.   [9:35:34] So as an instructor within Sinia brigade you taught your soldiers not to1

mistreat civilians; is that correct?2

A.   [9:35:54] Exactly.3

Q.   [9:35:55] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Now I would like to take you back to your4

time of abduction.  On Friday you testified that at some point, sometimes when5

people went out you would be praying.  Mr Witness, are you familiar with the yard6

in the LRA?7

A.   [9:36:33] Well, I witnessed that but I was not part of the yard.  I was only8

praying. I only kept on praying.9

Q.   [9:36:40] Was praying part of your duties as an LRA soldier?10

A.   [9:36:53] Well, we kept on doing that while we were still young.11

Q.   [9:37:02] So you say you heard of the yard but you were not part of it.  Did you12

also hear what it was all about, what were the responsibilities of the yard?13

A.   [9:37:15] These were people who were concerned with the prayers within the14

LRA.  I was not part of them.15

Q.   [9:37:23] Why were they in charge of prayers?  What kind of prayers were16

they?17

A.   [9:37:32] It would be difficult for me to know, because I would see whenever18

people would go for an operation they would keep on praying the entire day until19

evening, sometimes they would even pray until the next day.  I think that was part20

of their duty.21

Q.   [9:37:50] Now you mentioned earlier that when you were kids you used to pray,22

was that a personal prayer or was it part of the LRA prayer?23

A.   [9:38:09] All the children would be gathered together.  They would pick some24

people and take them to the yard, you would come together and then the leaders of25
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the yard would put you down so you can pray for a definite period of time.1

Q.   [9:38:23] Do you recall what kind of prayers you prayed?2

A.   [9:38:32] Well, I do not recall that now because I was still young.3

Q.   [9:38:37] Now, Mr Witness, you were also an (Redacted) for a very long4

time; am I correct?5

A.   [9:38:48] Yes, I was.6

Q.   [9:38:51] As a matter of fact it was for about five years; isn't that correct?7

A.   [9:39:01] That -- it was exactly that way.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:04] Mr Bradfield.9

MR BRADFIELD:  [9:39:06] I am sorry to interrupt my learned friend, your Honours,10

but I think if we are going to discuss the personal role of the witness it should really11

be in private session.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:14] I think we can agree to that and we go to13

private session shortly.14

Mrs Bridgman, yes.15

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:39:19] Your Honour, I am done with that.  I just wanted to16

clarify that he was within the security, but nothing more about his personal role.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:25] No, this is of course also agreed to.  Then18

we don't go to private session, there is no need then.  Then we stay in open session.19

Please continue.20

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:39:38] Thank you.21

Q.   [9:39:39] Now, Mr Witness, while you were with or around Kony, do you22

remember him being possessed by the spirits?23

A.   [9:39:54] For that, (Redacted), he would call or summon his24

officers when he wants to talk.  So I have not witnessed a situation where he gets25
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possessed.1

Q.   [9:40:25] Mr Witness, did you ever hear about the spiritual elements within the2

LRA?3

A.   [9:40:40] In the LRA you would definitely hear about that.  I personally heard,4

but I did not witness to confirm that, but I heard about that.5

Q.   [9:40:52] Can you share with the Court what you heard.6

A.   [9:40:59] I, I heard that Joseph Kony had spirits and spirits that would foretell7

that there is an impending war.  I never witnessed one occasion where he would tell8

us directly, but I would only hear that from his commanders.9

Q.   [9:41:20] Did some of these commanders also tell you when his -- instances10

when his predictions came true?11

A.   [9:41:36] I am not aware of that. I wasn't told that.12

Q.   [9:41:52] Now, Mr Witness, you said that after you were abducted you moved13

between Control Altar and Stockree before moving to Sinia.  And that was from real14

time transcript at page 11, your Honours.15

Who made these deployment orders to move from one unit to another?16

A.   [9:42:23] I don't know the commander of Stockree, but as a junior soldier they17

would tell you to go and do this or that.  Like I was assigned as an escort, I was left18

to stay there because he was coming to Uganda and it was difficult for me to know19

who was the overall.20

Q.   [9:42:44] Did you ever come to learn who was the overall of the LRA?21

A.   [9:43:00] When I was transferred to Control Altar, that was when I came to22

know that Kony was the overall leader of the LRA.  That was when I learned of.23

Q.   [9:43:12] Now, you related to us the story where you had a disagreement with24

your commander.  Do you remember that?25
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A.   [9:43:26] It was exactly that way.1

Q.   [9:43:29] Now, you also mentioned that Kony intervened in one way or another2

in that disagreement; am I correct?3

A.   [9:43:47] Correct.4

Q.   [9:43:48] Is he also the one who sanctioned your punishment?5

A.   [9:44:00] It is difficult for me to know because I went to Otti Vincent's household.6

That was when they started punishing me.  He was the second in command.  So it7

was difficult for me to know whether it was from Kony or himself, because Otti was8

the person who was in charge at that time.9

Q.   [9:44:21] But Kony was aware of that disagreement with your commander; is10

that correct?11

A.   [9:44:34] That happened within his household, so he was aware.12

Q.   [9:44:43] Now, Mr Witness, you were a lieutenant at the time of your defection;13

is that correct?14

A.   [9:44:51] Correct.15

Q.   [9:44:52] How did you earn your promotions?16

A.   [9:45:01] Within the LRA, or even within any military organisation, sometimes17

you are highly disciplined.  If you show respect for the commanders you can be18

given ranks because of your discipline or respect, they would give you the rank of19

a lieutenant or a second lieutenant.  It's difficult for me to know whether I carried20

out outstanding activities or not, but I only discovered that I was given that rank.21

Q.   [9:45:35] Who gave you that rank?22

A.   [9:45:40] That was at the time when we were within Tabuley's brigade and23

Tabuley summoned me, together with other commanders who were under him.  He24

said that now we have received information that (Redacted) is a lieutenant. I don't know25
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where he received the order from, whether it came from Kony or anywhere else.  But1

I was only called forward and then that was it.2

Q.   [9:46:14] But he mentioned having received information from someone else, so3

the order did not come from him; is that my understanding?4

A.   That is correct, because he told his officers that, "Now I received an order that5

(Redacted) is a lieutenant, and that's why I summoned you officers." So I think the order6

came from Kony that (Redacted) should become a lieutenant.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:46:50] It's, it's clear, Mr Edwards, what we have8

to do.  And if we -- perhaps we can -- I think it is better not to point it directly out.9

At the next adequate point I will address the witness.  Yes, we will do it perhaps this10

way.11

Please continue, Mrs Bridgman.12

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:47:15]13

Q.   [9:47:16] Now, Mr Witness, you have just told us that some people would get14

promotions by -- because they had -- they were highly disciplined or showed respect15

for commanders.  Can you try to help me understand what discipline or respect for16

commanders meant within the LRA?17

A.   [9:47:53] What I know is that respect is not only within the LRA.  Even in18

schools, if you are respectful, you are not stubborn, you are not aggressive, you show19

respect to your parents, and even other parents, they would say this person is20

a disciplined person and can take up responsibilities.  That is what I know about21

discipline.22

Q.   [9:48:25] Now, Mr Witness, from your experience, did people sometimes get23

promotions just so they could stay in the LRA?  Some kind of an inducement?24

A.   [9:48:52] I am not aware of that.25
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Q.   [9:49:08] You remember, Mr Witness, we listened to a radio interview that you1

presented on Friday, do you recall that?2

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:16] May I shortly, only just you can3

immediately continue with your questioning.4

Whenever such a question is put to you, Mr Witness, don't mention your name,5

if -- just do not mention how you were called.  So if you, you see, so be yourself also6

aware to that, that you don't reveal your identity.7

Please, Mrs Bridgman, continue.8

THE WITNESS:  [9:49:48] (Interpretation) I have understood.9

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:49:53] Your Honours, I'm relying on the Prosecution transcript10

of the audio and that is tab 26, UGA-OTP-0277-0834.  And I think for the Acholi11

booth it would be tab 25.12

Q.   Now, Mr Witness, I am going to read a portion for you and see if you remember13

this.14

And, your Honours, that is at page 0839, from lines 141 to about 145.15

Mr Witness, I am going to read for you what you stated:16

"Each one of you starting from private, don't listen to all those!  All those are politics17

to keep hold of you, and you see how currently people are given ranks; 'Oh, this18

person is a captain, this is one is a lieutenant,' all those are lies, to persuade you to19

remain there; to let you stay in the bush ..."20

Does this sound about right, what you stated to the radio?21

A.   [9:51:42] You need to repeat the question, because I have not understood it.22

Q.   [9:51:50] Mr Witness, what I have just read to you, do you remember saying23

that?24

A.   [9:52:08] I said you should read the script again.25
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Q.   [9:52:16] I'm sorry, I understood you.1

"Each one of you starting from private, don't listen to all those!  All those are politics2

to keep hold of you, and see how currently people are given ranks; 'Oh, this person is3

a captain, this one is a lieutenant,' all those are lies, to persuade you to remain there;4

to let you stay in the bush ..."5

A.   [9:52:54] Well, what I understand from that is -- well, I don't know whether I6

said that the other time around.  Maybe it was read out differently.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:53:13] Mr Witness, perhaps just again to inform8

you, this is the transcript of one of the radio interviews that has been given.  So it is9

not far-fetched, to put it cautiously, that you have indeed said this at the time.  And10

listening to that, what would you say today in this courtroom about answering the11

questioning, answering the question that Mrs Bridgman has put to you:  Was it sort12

of an inducement, or could it have been an inducement to stay in the LRA to be13

promoted?  This was the question.  And listening to what she has read to you,14

which seems to be a transcript of what you have earlier said, what would you say15

today?16

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:18] (Interpretation) On that one, what I know is they would17

give ranks on two bases; either they would give you for aggression or for discipline.18

Sometimes they would give you ranks because you work hard and you carry out a lot19

of atrocities, but in the other event you would be given ranks because of discipline.20

I think that's why I mentioned that.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:52] I think you can continue, Mrs Bridgman.22

It is on the record what has been said, I think.23

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:54:58] Yes, I am not going to pursue that any further.24

Q.   [9:55:02] Now, Mr Witness, on Friday you told this court that you did not know25
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how Sinia was organised.  But you only knew that there were three battalions.  But1

I just want to clarify from you, when you were transferred to Sinia, was Tabuley your2

brigade command at the time?3

A.   [9:55:29] Exactly.4

Q.   [9:55:32] Do you remember who replaced Tabuley as brigade commander?5

A.   [9:55:44] It's difficult for me to know.6

Q.   [9:55:55] You mentioned Ocan Nono during your testimony.  Before you had7

moved to Sinia do you recall Ocan Nono as part of Kony's security?8

A.   [9:56:19] At the time I was there Ocan Nono was not there, because when I was9

transferred in the year 2000 to move to security, he was in Stockree.10

Q.   [9:56:34] At some point Ocan Nono was brigade commander for Sinia; is that11

correct?12

A.   [9:56:47] I am not aware of that.13

MS BRIDGMAN:  [9:56:53] Your Honours, I am going to tab 3, UGA-OTP-0221-1757,14

starting from page 1785 to 1786.15

Q.   [9:57:22] Mr Witness, I am going to read some excerpts of things you told16

the Prosecution investigators during your interview.17

You said that Ocan Nono "... was BC.  He was in charge of Sinia brigade."  And that18

is line 923.  And then you were asked:19

"He was a brigade commander or he was then ... a different job?"20

You said "Acting."  You were asked: "Why was he acting?"21

You answered:  "Because Buk had gone back to Sudan."22

Then they asked you:  "But he didn't become the brigade commander at first, later23

you said Ongwen became brigade commander.  Was that right?"24

You answered:25
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"He was also the second brigade commander.  Ok.  There were two brigade1

commanders?  Ocan Nono and Dominic Ongwen?"  You answered: "Eh."2

Does this refresh your memory at all?3

A.   [9:58:51] From what I know, Ocan Nono was transferred from Control Altar to4

Sinia just for a short period.  But I didn't witness Ocan Nono being the brigade5

commander.  The brigade commanders I know of are Tabuley; Buk, who replaced6

him; after Buk Lapaicho came on board for a short while, and then he left.7

Thereafter Odomi came in charge.  But to say Ocan Nono was the brigade8

commander, well, it's difficult to say, that because Ocan could not have been9

a brigade commander.10

Q.   [9:59:34] Was he acting brigade commander?11

A.   [9:59:48] Ocan, no, he was not.  He was only transferred there as a prisoner in12

Sinia.13

Q.   [9:59:57] Why then did you tell the investigators that he was another brigade14

commander in Sinia, can you explain this to the Court?15

A.   [10:00:15] Well, I have just told you right now that Ocan Nono was never16

a brigade commander.  Only that he was transferred as somebody who had17

committed a crime and he was taken to Sinia brigade, but he was never a brigade18

commander.19

Q.   [10:00:38] Did you ever know what kind of crime he had committed before20

being brought to Sinia?21

A.   [10:00:47] I have no knowledge about that, because they were in the Sudan and I22

wasn't aware of what crime he had committed, but I just saw him being put there.23

Q.   [10:01:01] So, for the entire duration that you were with him in Sinia he was in24

prison; is that correct?25
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A.   [10:01:11] I used to see him there, but it was difficult to say whether he was1

a prisoner or not, because in the Holy movement if you are transferred to some other2

place actually what that means is that you are a prisoner.3

Q.   [10:01:34] Did he take part in operations when he was a prisoner in Sinia?4

A.   [10:01:45] The other day I said clearly that Ocan Nono went with Ocaka to5

Lukodi, not so?6

Q.   [10:01:54] Yes, I remember that, Mr Witness.  And I would like to clarify from7

you that as a prisoner in Sinia he was appointed to be second in command to Ocaka;8

is that correct?9

A.   [10:02:15] A prisoner who was in the bush is not like in an ordinary prison.10

Even if you were a prisoner you would still be deployed to do some work.  That's11

why he went together with Ocaka.12

Q.   [10:02:47] Now, to follow up on questions of prison and detention in the LRA,13

you testified on Friday that at some point Lapaicho was also in prison, as well as Buk.14

And that's real time transcript page 14 for Lapaicho, and page 37 for Buk.15

Now, you have mentioned today that prison in the LRA was different from how we16

could understand it.  Can you help me explain what prison was like in the LRA?17

A.   [10:03:30] According to my observation, if, for example, someone does18

something bad, that person will be removed from there and transferred to another19

brigade.  Once you arrive there you would be told to remain there as a prisoner.20

When you arrive there you may have been transferred with your whole family so you21

would still be doing some duties.  So when you are transferred sometimes you are22

transferred with the whole family.  And when there is work to be done you may be23

deployed.  Or at least one of your soldiers would go for that duty.  That's how I24

know about what used to happen in the LRA.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:22] May I shortly, Mrs Bridgman?1

Just one question, Mr Witness:  Would I be correct to say that being as a so-called2

prisoner transferred to another unit was to have this person under observation and to3

deploy him would be a sort of a probation measure, or would this be incorrect when I4

said that?5

THE WITNESS:  [10:04:47] (Interpretation) Sometimes that's how it would happen.6

Because you, as a leader, you don't respect your supervisor, your superior or you7

could have done, committed some offence, so therefore you would be transferred to8

a different place so that -- until you, that person changes his behaviour and he would9

all the time be observed.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:05:16] Thank you.11

Mrs Bridgman, please.12

MS BRIDGMAN:  [10:05:21]13

Q.   [10:05:21] So, Mr Witness, for that period that you transferred to another unit,14

would you still have your powers as a commander or you would be under the15

command of the person under whose unit you have been deployed?16

A.   [10:05:43] According to my understanding, when one is in a prison, even if he17

were a brigade commander, that means that actually your ranks have been -- you18

have been demoted and you are under someone else who has the power to deploy19

you and do some work, because you no longer have the authority.20

Q.   [10:06:10] Did you ever come to learn what Lapaicho or Buk had done wrong21

that warranted their punishment?22

A.   [10:06:20] I didn't have any knowledge about that because I did see that23

Lapaicho was in Gilva and then he was transferred to Sinia.  I do not know what he24

had done.25
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Q.   [10:06:43] Now, Mr Witness, what if I told you that Buk was never detained1

under Sinia and, as a matter of fact, was transferred to lead division, what would you2

say to that?3

A.   [10:07:00] That is not true.  Sinia is -- wasn't a division.  A division is -- was4

being headed by Tabuley.  And Buk came from Sinia and then when -- afterwards5

Buk replaced Tabuley.  After that Buk committed other offences and then he was6

brought back to Sinia but he was not transferred to the brigade.7

Q.   [10:07:31] Mr Witness, I think there was a miscommunication.  My question8

was that -- my proposition was that Buk was moved to division to replace Tabuley as9

its leader?10

A.   [10:07:48] That's true.11

Q.   [10:08:16] Mr Witness, while you were in Sinia, did you ever hear of a period12

when Dominic Ongwen was detained and punished?13

A.   [10:08:33] I didn't have any knowledge about that?14

Q.   [10:08:36] Did you ever hear of a time when he received a mobile phone and15

some money from General Salim Saleh?16

A.   [10:08:49] I wasn't aware about that.17

Q.   [10:08:54] Do you recall a time -- were you aware of a time when18

Dominic Ongwen was injured?19

A.   [10:09:04] I do remember that Dominic Ongwen was injured in Sudan when we20

were together.  But here in Uganda I wasn't aware of that?21

Q.   [10:09:24] Now, Mr Witness, you were talking -- we were discussing with22

the Prosecution about some of the positions that Mr Ongwen held in Sinia and you23

said that he moved from Oka to the operations room and that at that time Kidega was24

responsible for the battalion.  And that is real time transcript page 14.25
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You also said that people were being moved around because they did not have senior1

commanders.  And I believe at some point you said that senior commanders had2

been killed; is that correct?3

A.   [10:10:10] Not only in the senior.  In the LRA, when there are no leaders they4

get other leaders.  Even if you are a sergeant you may be appointed to replace5

someone.  That normally happens in the LRA, people would be transferred from one6

place to another.7

Q.   [10:10:30] Now, can you help me understand when you say "they", the people8

who change or who make orders to deploy, who are you referring to?9

A.   [10:10:50] From the rank of brigade commander up to the CO.  The brigade10

commander gives the order in the operation room and then this order is forwarded to11

the CO, to the battalion CO.  That's what I know.12

Q.   [10:11:08] So, for instance, who was giving the orders for Mr Ongwen to move?13

A.   [10:11:19] I have no -- I don't have any idea about that.14

Q.   [10:11:24] Now, can you help us shed some light on who this Kidega was?15

A.   [10:11:32] Kidega was an IO.16

Q.   [10:11:37] What was his rank?17

A.   [10:11:42] Kidega was a lieutenant.18

Q.   [10:11:59] Now, Mr Witness, can you give us a general time frame around the19

period when senior commanders were being killed?20

A.   [10:12:17] It depends upon whatever kind of battle which took place, and at any21

time fighting might erupt and if it is your time to go you would be killed.22

You cannot have any specific time about when you may be killed.23

Q.   [10:12:40] Would it be fair for me to say that this generally happened post24

Operation Iron Fist?25
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A.   [10:12:52] I know that Operation Iron Fist took place in the Sudan.  But even in1

Uganda some of the commanders died, but in the Sudan I am not aware of what2

happened, but in Uganda I know that there were high-ranking commanders who3

died.4

Q.   [10:13:16] Mr Witness, during the period that these high-ranking commanders5

were killed, was this after Operation Iron Fist when LRA troops had moved back to6

Uganda?7

A.   [10:13:27] That's true.8

Q.   [10:13:30] So would I be correct to conclude that junior commanders were being9

rapidly promoted because LRA was losing high-ranking officers in a short period?10

A.   [10:13:48] That used to happen.  For example, when Tabuley died, Buk11

replaced him.  Even at the level of the brigade, if someone is killed then someone12

else replaces that person.13

Q.   [10:14:22] Mr Witness, I would like to ask you about Lukodi.  You said that you14

did not go to Lukodi yourself and I would like to confirm from you that every15

information -- every piece of information you had was from the radio; is that correct,16

about Lukodi?17

A.   [10:14:50] There was information from the radio when helicopter gunships were18

firing and there were people talking on radio.19

Q.   [10:15:07] Now, you said that --20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:15:13] I would have to say microphone not21

activated, but it is activated, actually.22

So I don't know if we have any problems with the acoustics here.  Perhaps try it23

again, Mrs Bridgman.24

MS BRIDGMAN:  [10:15:28] Thank you, your Honour.25
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Q.   [10:15:32] You said that before the attack on Lukodi you were with1

Dominic Ongwen; is that correct?2

A.   [10:15:43] That is correct, we were at the foothills of Atoo Hills.3

Q.   [10:15:54] Mr Witness, do you know a place called Gwengdiya?4

A.   [10:16:04] Yes, Gwengdiya is in Patiko.  I know that place.5

Q.   [10:16:12] Did you fight at Gwengdiya?6

A.   [10:16:18] I have no knowledge about that.7

Q.   [10:16:30] Now, for the information that you heard on the radio, you testified8

before the Court that you overheard some of the people who fought at Lukodi but9

you did not ask them any particulars; is that correct?10

A.   [10:17:01] That is correct, because people were fleeing.11

Q.   [10:17:04] Now, Mr Witness, I just want to confirm that the radio you heard12

about -- you heard the news of this attack is the same radio you spoke at when you13

returned from the bush; is that correct?14

A.   [10:17:27] Yes, that was Mega Radio station.15

Q.   [10:17:29] What else did you hear on that radio regarding the Lukodi attack?16

A.   [10:17:39] I heard that Lukodi was attacked. And that many people were killed17

and all houses were burnt.  That is the only thing I heard, nothing different from18

that.19

Q.   [10:17:54] And did you also hear the radio pronounce that it was the LRA who20

had done all these things?21

A.   [10:18:04] Yes, all that.22

Q.   [10:18:07] Did the radio specify which unit of the LRA went to Lukodi?23

A.   [10:18:18] You know, at that time it was only the Sinia brigade which was24

around the, around the foothill of Atoo Hills.  Then they said the LRA came there25
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and killed people and burnt houses.  But no mention was made of Sinia brigade.1

Q.   [10:18:43] Were you aware, Mr Witness, that Gilva brigade under Tulu was also2

operating in the Lukodi area at the time?3

A.   [10:18:56] I wasn't aware of that.  In my own understanding Lukodi was under4

Dominic.  But for Gilva, I didn't have any knowledge about that.5

Q.   [10:19:14] Mr Witness, what would you say if I told you that as a matter of fact6

Gilva was in charge of the Lukodi attack?7

A.   [10:19:29] I say that is not true, that is a lie, because the people who came from8

us, from Dominic, those are the people who arrived.  If you send your people, your9

soldiers to work, and if they arrived in that place, doesn't it mean that they are the10

ones who carried the attack?  According to me Gilva was not there, but I know it was11

Sinia brigade.12

Q. [10:20:12] Now, Mr Witness, I just mentioned the name Tulu to you.  Do you13

know who Tulu was?14

A.   [10:20:22] Yes, that commander, I saw him a long time ago.  But during the15

Iron Fist operation I never saw him till I came back.16

Q.   [10:20:57] Now, Mr Witness, regarding Odek, you said -- is it true that there was17

no RV point before the Odek attack?18

A.   [10:21:20] I did not see an RV point apart from that of Sinia.19

Q.   [10:21:31] Where was that RV point?20

A.   [10:21:39] I said there wasn't any RV point.  It was only Sinia which was21

together and an order was issued that food should be collected.  There was not any22

other meeting apart from that.23

Q.   [10:22:09] And you told the investigators that all -- the whole of Sinia went to24

Odek.  Was it moving together before the Odek attack?25
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A.   [10:22:27] Sinia brigade was all together.1

Q.   [10:22:36] Can you estimate for us how many people were in Sinia brigade at2

that time?3

A.   [10:22:45] I don't know, because to be able to know the number of people you4

must be having the numbers of these people.  But people like us, we cannot have5

that kind of information.6

Q.   [10:23:02] Can you make an estimate of how many people.  Was it 200, was it7

a hundred, was it 500?  Just a rough estimate.8

A.   [10:23:18] It's difficult to make an estimate, but there were many people.9

Q.   [10:23:28] Do you remember which unit you were in at the time of the Odek10

attack, the particular unit you belonged to?11

A.   [10:23:43] At that time I was in, I was in Siba.12

Q.   [10:23:51] Do you remember who was your commander for Siba at the time?13

A.   [10:23:58] At that time the commander for Siba was a captain who died in the14

area of Lango.  I don't remember very well, because there were the junior soldiers15

who were taking over the battalion.16

Q.   [10:24:29] Mr Witness, do you know where Loyo-Ajonga is?17

A.   [10:24:38] We used to live there in that place Loyo-Ajonga, as Sinia brigade.18

Q.   [10:24:49] Was this around the time that Odek was attacked or at a different19

point of time?20

A. [10:25:01] At the time when Tabuley died the Sinia brigade used to stay around21

the foothills of Atoo and around Odek.  They would, if they crossed the river, they22

would be going towards Pajule.  They didn't go to any other places apart from those23

ones.24

Q.   [10:25:22] Mr Witness, how far is Loyo-Ajonga from Odek?  If you can give an25
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estimate.1

A.   [10:25:36] Loyo-Ajonga, according to my understanding, is rather far away2

towards Cwero, while Odek is down south and Loyo-Ajonga is far away.3

Q.   [10:25:57] How long would it take you to walk from Loyo-Ajonga to Odek?4

A.   [10:26:09] I would walk for about six hours.5

Q.   [10:26:16] How long did it take you to walk from Orapwoyo to Odek?6

A.   [10:26:31] When we left Orapwoyo around 2 to 3 p.m. and around 7 p.m., that7

was the time when we reached Odek.8

Q.   [10:26:46] So this was about a four-hour walk; is that correct?9

A.   [10:26:54] That is correct.10

Q.   [10:26:59] And you were with Mr Ongwen during that walk from Orapwoyo to11

Odek; is that correct?12

A. [10:27:09] Everybody was together.13

Q.   [10:27:18] Do you remember at what point you split up for the group to go to14

the barracks and the other one to go to the centre?15

A.   [10:27:30] The other day I said that some people went to the centre and it is the16

brigade commander who went to the centre, and for us we went to the barracks.  I17

do remember the time and the day.18

Q.   [10:27:53] What time did the group split?19

A.   [10:27:54] I said we reached at around 6.30 p.m. because the fighting took place20

very fast and it started raining and it started becoming dark, so it didn't take so long.21

Q.   [10:28:11] Mr Witness, do you know anyone called Ben Acellam?22

A.   [10:28:22] Ben Acellam was in Control, but his presence in the Sinia, I wasn't23

aware of that, but I know he belonged to Control.24

Q.   [10:28:37] Do you recall if he was at Odek with you?25
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A.   [10:28:44] I don't remember.1

Q.   [10:28:47] Do you know someone called Oyenga?2

A.   [10:28:55] Oyenga was not in Odek because he had already died.  And my3

superior was the head of the commander of Siba but he was no longer there.4

Q.   [10:29:12] What was Oyenga's role?  Not during the attack, but before he died?5

A.   [10:29:22] Oyenga was at first a CO of a battalion, that was it?6

Q.   [10:29:31] What was the name of that battalion?7

A.   [10:29:34] Siba.8

Q.   [10:29:49] Now, Mr Witness, you stated that Abongomek went to Odek and9

fired an RPG at the commander's house.  Was Abongomek in support or was he10

holding another role at that time?11

A.   [10:30:06] Abongomek actually all this time worked with support.12

Q.   [10:30:20] What would you say, Mr Witness, if I told you that Abongomek was13

about 15 miles, 15 kilometres northeast of Odek at the time of the Odek attack, that in14

fact he did not go to Odek?15

A.   [10:30:40] That is a lie.16

Q.   [10:30:49] Now, Mr Witness, you also told the Court about the UPDF that17

countered the attack on the centre.  Did you go to the centre yourself?18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:06] I think we have now to be careful to not19

go into areas where we would have the Rule 74 assurances.  You know better what20

you want to question next, so perhaps there might be now at least a certain form of21

consciousness of the problem that we could have.  So this question of course, to22

answer it in the abstract is not a problem, but then if you would continue in that way23

perhaps we would have to go to private session.24

MS BRIDGMAN:  [10:31:37] Thank you, your Honour.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:40] So the question was if you did go to the1

centre.2

THE WITNESS:  [10:31:47] (Interpretation) I did not go.3

MS BRIDGMAN:  [10:31:51]4

Q.   [10:31:52] So you did not see the UPDF fighting the LRA at the centre, did you?5

A.   [10:32:04] Well, the centre was kind of clear and we were able to see them from6

the other side of the river, from the area of the school, because the school was on the7

other side and it was up, I could see.  But I didn't reach the centre.8

Q.   [10:32:21] Was it at this time that you saw the Mamba at the school?9

A.   [10:32:31] Yes, it was at that time when fighting had begun, then the Mamba10

started firing from the other side of the river.11

Q.   [10:32:42] Do you remember which direction the Mambas were firing, was it12

towards the barracks or towards the camp?13

A.   [10:32:57] Well, the way I saw, they were firing at those who were -- who had14

gone to the centre.  Because we had chased away the soldiers and they started15

shooting at the centre because other people were collecting food items from the centre,16

so they were firing at the centre.17

Q.   [10:33:21] So when you chased the soldiers from the barracks, is my18

understanding correct that they went towards the centre?  They ran away from your19

own side towards the centre?20

A.   [10:33:42] They did not run towards the centre.  They fled into the bushes?21

Q.   [10:33:54] Now, help me understand here, if they fled into the bushes where did22

the ones who were firing at the centre come from?23

A.   [10:34:09] None of the soldiers went to the centre, because the centre was kind of24

down and the barracks was up.25
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Q.   [10:34:22] So were the soldiers with the Mamba at the centre different from the1

soldiers at the barracks?2

A.   [10:34:36] There were no soldiers at the centre.  They were on the other side of3

the river, at the school, together with the Mamba, and they were firing from there4

towards the centre, but they were not at the centre.5

Q.   [10:34:55] Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness.6

So moving on to the time you left, you said that a helicopter opened fire on you the7

following morning. Do you recall exactly where you were at this time?8

A.   [10:35:23] I do not recall the exact area, but we had not yet reached where we9

were going and we spent the night because it was raining.10

Q.   [10:35:48] Where was Mr Ongwen at this time?11

A.   [10:35:59] At the time -- could you please repeat the question.  Are you talking12

about the morning?13

Q.   [10:36:09] Yes, I am, Mr Witness.14

A.   [10:36:15] The commander was at the headquarters.  When the helicopter15

gunship starting firing at us he instructed every battalion to move on their own.  He16

was there.17

Q.   [10:36:42] When you say the headquarters, you mean the headquarters of Sinia18

brigade, correct?19

A.   [10:36:52] Correct.20

Q.   [10:36:56] So where were the headquarters at that time?21

A.   [10:37:04] The headquarters was in the middle at the centre and the battalions22

would circle around the headquarters.23

Q.   [10:37:16] Do you remember where your battalion went?24

A.   [10:37:23] We went towards Atoo foothills.25
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Q.   [10:37:29] Do you know where the other battalions went in the headquarter?1

A.   [10:37:37] I don't know that.2

Q.   [10:37:44] Mr Witness, what would you say to my proposition that Mr Ongwen3

was not physically present at Odek?4

A.   [10:37:59] I would just tell you that is a lie, because I was there in person.  Sinia,5

the entire Sinia was there.6

Q.   [10:38:41] And, Mr Witness, what would you say to a proposition that only7

about 40 soldiers went to Odek and not the entire Sinia brigade?8

A.   [10:38:58] I would respond that that was a lie.9

Q.   [10:39:07] Now, Mr Witness, regarding Abok, you told the investigators that10

there was a river which people ran across after the fight with the UPDF; is that11

correct?12

A.   [10:39:31] Correct.13

Q.   [10:39:34] How would you -- no, let me put it this way:  Is river that you found14

in Abok the same size as the river in Odek?15

A.   [10:40:01] When, when we went to Odek we did not cross the river.  It was only16

the soldiers who were on the other side of the river.  But for Abok, when we were17

going we crossed three bridge, but when we were retreating we crossed from the18

bushes, it was a papyrus swamp.19

Q.   [10:40:30] I just want to clarify from you, Mr Witness, is there a river in Abok or20

is it a swamp?21

A.   [10:40:41] It was not a swamp, it was a river, but full of papyrus reeds.22

Q.   [10:40:56] Now back to my earlier question:  Is it the same size, for instance, as23

the Odek river or is it smaller, can you compare the two?24

A.   [10:41:12] Odek River was more narrow, the other one was much wider.25
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Q.   [10:41:29] Mr Witness, have you been back to Abok since you came out of the1

bush?2

A.   [10:41:40] I, I reached Abok for the first time when we went to attack it.  Since3

then I never went back.4

Q.   [10:41:51] Does it surprise you then, Mr Witness, to hear me say that there are5

no rivers in Abok and that perhaps you are mistaken about where you went?6

A.   [10:42:11] That surprises me, because I crossed the river, that's how I got to7

know that there was a running water point.8

Q.   [10:42:55] Mr Witness, was Dominic Ongwen with you at Abok?9

A.   [10:43:07] As I mentioned earlier, he sent Kalalang to go and carry out the10

operation.  He did not go there himself.11

Q.   [10:43:20] Do you know where he was?12

A.   [10:43:27] He stayed back on the other side of Orapwoyo, near Loyo-Ajonga.13

Q.   [10:43:51] Was this the same Loyo-Ajonga that you stayed with while you were14

still with Tabuley?15

A.   [10:44:07] I did not say Tabuley was there.  Tabuley was in Kitgum.  He was16

a commander of Sinia, but he was not there. I think that's what I said.17

Q.   [10:44:25] Again, Mr Witness, I apologise for the miscommunication.  I should18

not -- I should have asked that question a little more specifically.19

You said that for the Abok attack Dominic stayed around Loyo-Ajonga.  And earlier20

you had said that you know about Loyo-Ajonga because you had previously stayed21

around that place when you were with Tabuley.  And I wanted to confirm from you22

if that was the same place.23

A.   [10:45:06] According to what I know, we did not stay with Tabuley at24

Loyo-Ajonga.  When Tabuley left Sudan we went and stayed in Pader, but there was25
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no instance where he stayed at Loyo-Ajonga.  In Sinia, those who were in1

Loyo-Ajonga was Lapaicho and not Tabuley.2

Q.   [10:45:35] Thank you for the clarification.  So is it still the same place where3

you left Dominic Ongwen to go to Abok?4

A.   [10:45:50] Exactly.5

Q.   [10:45:58] Now, Mr Witness, on Friday you discussed with the Prosecution6

about abductions generally.  And at page 27 of the transcript you said that7

abductions were taking place and gave the age ranges of the children from about 10 to8

20 years old.  Now, Mr Witness, this strikes me as the general age range during your9

own abduction in 1992; is this correct?10

A.   [10:47:07] Correct.11

Q.   [10:47:09] And were these target age ranges the same that were used when the12

LRA were still based in Sudan before Operation Iron Fist?13

A.   [10:47:29] I was abducted in 1992, the LRA were in Uganda.  In 1993 was when14

the LRA left to go to Sudan.  These kind of abductions had started taking place much15

earlier.16

Q.   [10:47:47] So before you even were abducted the LRA were targeting civilians17

from about 10 years to 20 years.  Is my understanding correct?18

A.   [10:48:05] (Overlapping speakers)19

Q.   [10:48:15] Who ordered the abductions?20

A.   [10:48:28] These orders came from any brigade commander.  They would give21

instructions that you should go and abduct people.  Most times when they are giving22

the orders they would give orders after receiving instruction from Kony.  And when23

they move the orders within themselves then people will eventually have to go out24

and begin abductions.25
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Q.   [10:48:55] Was it also Kony that decreed the ages that should be abducted?1

A.   [10:49:09] I am not aware of that.2

Q.   [10:49:17] Was the LRA still targeting the same age ranges when you left the3

bush?4

A.   [10:49:34] At that time when I left the LRA was still abducting, but after a short5

while they moved to the Sudan and there thereafter moved forward to Garamba.6

I am not aware whether they continued with their abductions.7

Q.   [10:49:56] My question is:  Just before you left the bush, after you moved back8

to Uganda, they were still abducting the same age ranges that you found before you9

were abducted, correct?10

A.   [10:50:16] When we left Sudan to come to Uganda, yes, there were such11

abductions, they continued abducting.12

Q.   [10:50:27] Do you remember a time when Kony ordered for the abductions to13

stop?14

A.   [10:50:36] I don't recall that because I was still young, so whatever15

communication they were sharing I didn't know, I didn't know of that.16

Q.   [10:50:54] When you were discussing the abduction of girls and their17

distribution, you said at page 46 and 47 of the transcript from Friday, real time18

transcript 93, that this did not begin with him.  And I assume that you were talking19

about Mr Ongwen at the time.  And you also said but all senior LRA commanders20

were doing it; is that correct?21

A.   [10:51:35] Well, there was a question that I did not understand, whether it22

started with him or not, that element I did not understand.  But what is true was that23

all the commanders carried out abductions.24

Q.   [10:51:51] Was Joseph Kony aware of these abductions?25
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A.   [10:52:02] I am not aware of that.1

Q.   [10:52:22] Mr Witness, when you were abducted and taken to Sudan, did you2

ever meet Kony?3

A.   [10:52:34] I do not meet Kony, but I saw him, I kept on seeing him whenever4

he -- I called people for meetings.  I would not be able to meet him because he was5

far above me, there was no way I could have gone to meet him.6

Q.   [10:52:52] Did he ever address a group in which you belonged?7

A.   [10:53:04] I remember, as I was a member of Control, yes, he would address the8

entire LRA members.  But I didn't have any other occasion in another group where9

he addressed people.10

Q.   [10:53:22] During those addresses, what did he say?11

A.   [10:53:35] I wouldn't stay near him because we were ordinary soldiers.  We12

would stay behind.13

Q.   [10:53:42] So you did not attend any of the meetings that he addressed; is that14

correct?15

A.   [10:53:52] No, I did not attend, except -- well, he would be talking to or16

addressing the entire brigade and I would be there, but I would be a bit far off.17

Q.   [10:54:11] So you would be present but you would not hear what was being said;18

is that correct?19

A.   [10:54:19] It's not correct.20

Q.   [10:54:23] Did you hear what Kony said during any of these addresses?21

A.   [10:54:39] Well, I did not hear any of the messages he would convey, but22

sometimes I would hear him tell his commanders or I hear from his commanders who23

will be saying Kony has ordered that the soldiers should move to Uganda.  And that24

was whenever he issued instructions for these soldiers to go to Uganda, that was all.25
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Q.   [10:55:08] Now, Mr Witness, without going into the specifies of your particular1

role, since you said you were in the (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:55:32] Mr Edwards.4

MR EDWARDS:  [10:55:33] Yes.  It may be safer, I would suggest, that we go into5

private session for this. I know that my learned friend's question is asking about6

generalities, but nevertheless there is a risk, I would submit, that specifies will, will be7

adduced.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:55:55] Yes, I think I agree.  And it won't be too9

many questions, I would assume, so we go shortly to private session.  Thank you,10

Mr Edwards.11

(Private session at 10.56 a.m.)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Open session at 10.58 a.m.)13

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:58:39] We are back in open session, Mr President.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:41] Thank you.15

And we will have now the morning break, so to speak, until 11.30.16

THE COURT USHER:  [10:58:50] All rise.17

(Recess taken at 10.58 a.m.)18

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.30 a.m.)19

THE COURT USHER:  [11:30:39] All rise.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:30:59] You have still the floor, Mrs Bridgman.21

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:31:04] Thank you, your Honour.22

Q.   [11:31:08] Mr Witness, when you returned from the bush did you apply for23

amnesty?24

A.   [11:31:20] Yes.  I have the amnesty certificate.25
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Q.   [11:31:25] Do you recall how soon after your return you applied -- you made1

that application?2

A.   [11:31:38] Well, I am not the one who produced the document.  It was3

produced by the Government of Uganda that issued the certificate to me.4

Q.   [11:31:49] Did they just give it to you or you applied for it?5

A.   [11:31:57] I did not apply for it.6

Q.   [11:32:04] Can you tell us the process and how you came to acquire this7

document?8

A.   [11:32:17] Returned from the bush, I arrived and I was taken to the office of the9

Amnesty Commission, and I was issued with a certificate of amnesty.  And this is10

the document that shows that you have been pardoned.11

Q.   [11:32:41] Did they ask you any questions when you were at the office?12

A.   [11:32:50] No, no questions were asked.13

Q.   [11:32:59] Did you have to sign anything before you received that certificate?14

A.   [11:33:11] I didn't sign anything.15

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:33:20] Your Honours, I'm referring to tab 45.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:33:25] Forty-five, yes, of course.  But you17

would have to, if you want to put it to the witness you would have to help witness.18

We should not ask him to read something out loud himself, so you would have to19

help him in that regard, so to speak.20

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:33:56] Yes, your Honour.21

The ERN number of the document is UGA-OTP-0278-0446.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:11] Not to be displayed of course, just to be23

certain, not to be displayed for the public.24

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:34:17] Yes, your Honour.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:29] It is obviously -- I am informed that the1

item is not in eCourt, so what we would have to do is simply to show it to the witness.2

Does the witness have a binder?3

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:34:43] No, your Honour, but I can --4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:45] But I think there would be one helpful5

hand here in the courtroom who could provide the witness with a binder.6

And it would have been to show him perhaps by court usher, please, if you could do7

that.8

MR EDWARDS:  [11:34:59] Your Honour, forgive me for rising.  I haven't had the9

advantage of seeing this document, it wasn't provided to me along with the other10

documentation.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:08] Then -- absolutely, I understand that.12

Then another helpful hand would have perhaps an additional binder and could give13

it to counsel.  I think that should be possible.14

MR GUMPERT:  [11:35:22] Yes.  It is the Defence binder, not ours, but I am sure that15

Mr Bradfield will hand over his.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:27] You know, when I speak of helpful hands17

I do not refrain myself to any of the parties or participants.  And of course18

Mr Edwards, if he wants to conduct his duties properly, he has to look at this too.19

So thank you very much to everybody at the moment.20

And I think you can continue now, Mrs Bridgman.21

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:35:55] Your Honours, may I have a second to extract a digital22

binder for myself?23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:02] Yes, that makes absolutely sense.24

So, Mr Edwards, you have seen enough?  Okay, good.25
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MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:36:17] Thank you for your indulgence, everyone.1

Q.   [11:36:25] Mr Witness, do you see that document that has been placed in front of2

you?3

A.   [11:36:30] I have seen it.4

Q.   [11:36:32] Do you recognise that picture on that document, the very first page?5

A.   [11:36:39] That's my photo.6

Q.   [11:36:42] Mr Witness, may I remind you not to mention your name or anything7

that could identify you.  Do you remember when you received this document, is that8

the same document you said you received from the Amnesty Commission?9

A.   [11:37:04] Yes, it is.10

Q.   [11:37:07] Now, at the very bottom of the first page where your name is, do you11

see something that looks like a signature?12

A.   [11:37:25] This is my signature.13

Q.   [11:37:36] And would I be correct to say that the date that is on that document is14

the date that you applied for this document or that you received this document,15

22 March 2005?16

A.   [11:37:54] That's correct.17

Q.   [11:38:00] Now, Mr Witness, you just told the Court that you were not asked any18

questions when this document was being prepared.  Is this still correct?19

A.   [11:38:18] I do not know where this document was prepared, but when I20

reached they asked me, they told us that "You have been pardoned", and therefore21

that's what they were telling me.22

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:38:51] Your Honours, perhaps out of caution we should go23

into private session.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:38:54] I also -- I think I would also feel more25
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comfortable with that.1

Private session.2

(Private session at 11.39 a.m.)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Open session at 11.40 a.m.)17

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:40:56] We are back in open session, Mr President.18

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:41:17]19

Q.   [11:41:18] Mr Witness, still on that document and without mentioning names or20

anything, at question number 54 I believe you were asked what could or should the21

Government of Uganda do to improve or accelerate the implementation of the22

Amnesty Act, and your answer was to promote dialogue and reconciliation; is that23

correct?  Is that your position today?24

A.   [11:42:06] Since I came back from the bush I have been saying this, even at25
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a radio station.1

Q.   [11:42:15] So you truly believed in amnesty for all; is that correct?2

A.   [11:42:24] Yes, that is correct.3

Q.   [11:42:28] Now, Mr Witness, when you appeared on the radio, when you4

volunteered to go to Mega FM, had you already filed for your amnesty?  Had you5

already received this document or not yet, do you remember?6

A.   [11:42:47] When I went to the radio station this document was not yet given to7

me.8

Q.   [11:42:57] And at that time you were staying at CPU; is that correct?9

A.   [11:43:08] That's correct.10

Q.   [11:43:08] Can you help tell this Court what CPU is and what you were doing11

there?12

A.   [11:43:22] It's difficult for me to explain what CPU is, but what I do know is that13

children who come out of the bush and who would like to work as soldiers are taken14

to CPU.15

Q.   [11:43:43] Do you remember how long you spent at CPU before going back16

home?17

A.   [11:43:53] I didn't take so long at the CPU, I think about six months, then I went18

back home.19

Q.   [11:44:02] For the six months at CPU what were you doing there?20

A.   [11:44:12] The CPU, I didn't have any particular assignment, but they used to21

ask me how I have found home and what is the difference between the life at home22

and the life in the bush, they wanted me to tell them if there is any difference.23

Q.   [11:44:44] And while you were at CPU were you still listening to Mega FM?24

A.   [11:44:53] I didn't have any radio.25
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Q.   [11:45:11] Was it at CPU that you met former LRA?1

A.   [11:45:20] At that time we were many.  There were those who didn't want to be2

soldiers and there were those who wanted to be soldiers, and women were kept at3

GUSCO and at World Vision.4

Q.   [11:45:48] Was it at CPU that people like Captain (Redacted)5

(Redacted) came to visit you?6

A.   [11:46:02] Well, these commanders, at the time I arrived (Redacted)7

(Redacted)was not at the CPU.  And many other8

commanders like Lieutenant Odongo or Okwonga Alero, I didn't get them at the9

CPU.10

Q.   [11:46:33] Now, this Lieutenant Odonga -- no, Lieutenant Odongo, is he also11

Cowboy?12

A.   [11:46:43] Lieutenant colonel. Lieutenant Colonel Odongo Acellam.13

Q. [11:46:55] Thank you, Mr Witness, for clarifying.14

Now, who was this Lieutenant Colonel Acellam in the bush?  What was his role?15

A.   [11:47:10] This commander was heading the brigade, but before he was part of16

Kony's security at the time I was kidnapped.  But by the time he came back home he17

was a brigade commander.  And it appears he was shot in the leg, and I am not very18

sure about that.19

Q.   [11:47:33] So these top commanders that you have mentioned that you found or20

you saw at CPU, were they also staying at CPU or they came to visit every now and21

then?22

A.   [11:47:48] As I said, the person I found at the CPU (redacted), but the other23

commanders I named were not staying there.24

Q.   [11:48:07] Now, back to those statements that you made at Mega FM, you told25
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the Court on Friday that you volunteered to go and speak on the radio.  Did you1

make those statements in the hopes that it would be help demonstrate to the2

government that you really wanted forgiveness and that amnesty should be granted?3

A.   [11:48:38] I didn't do it because of that.  Because I thought about the suffering4

of the people, that's why I went to talk at the radio station, the atrocities being5

committed, those are the reasons why I went to the radio station.6

Q.   [11:49:03] Now, Mr Witness, from your testimony, would it be a fair conclusion7

on my part that overall you did not work very closely with Mr Ongwen during your8

time in the bush?9

A.   [11:49:26] I think that's a big lie, because I was with Ongwen together and, if I10

wasn't with him, how would I know all this information?11

Q.   [11:49:40] Were you close with him?12

A.   [11:49:46] I said I was in the same brigade with him.13

Q.   [11:49:52] I understand that, Mr Witness, and I am not trying to antagonise you.14

I just want to get a clearer picture of how close you worked with Mr Ongwen.  So15

when you say you were in the same brigade with him, were you in the same -- okay,16

for instance, when he was brigade commander, were you in headquarters or were you17

in a battalion?18

A.   [11:50:21] While Mr Ongwen was a brigade commander, you know, in the LRA19

people are replaced; sometimes you remain as a commander, at times, no.  When20

I was at the brigade, most of the time I was in the battalion.  I was at the21

headquarters for a short time.  But with the Sinia brigade most people normally stay22

together because there were not many people.23

Q.   [11:50:59] So I think I had asked this question earlier, but I will try to ask it again24

in another way.  When you say there were not that many people, would you say you25
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were about 60 people then?  Did you know everyone in the Sinia brigade?1

A.   [11:51:24] I said I don't know the number of people.  I didn't have any book or2

where I was recording the number of people.  But a brigade is about 500 people3

upwards.  That is for the LRA.  But it could be more for the government army.  But4

I don't have any clear number about the number of people in the brigade.5

Q.   [11:51:51] So let us take the estimate of the 500 people in the brigade.  How6

many would you say would be in a battalion, of the 500?7

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:52:25] Your Honour, sorry, can I ask the witness to repeat?8

My microphone was not on.  Sorry.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:52:32] Yes, I have seen it.  And obviously we10

haven't heard the interpreted.11

Mr Witness, it's of course not your fault, could you repeat your answer.  The12

microphone of the interpreter was not activated and so we did not get the13

interpretation of your answer. So please repeat it.  Thank you.14

THE WITNESS:  [11:52:52] (Interpretation) I said I do estimate that it could be15

around 50 people, and the biggest number would be about 100 for a battalion, not16

many people.17

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:53:14]18

Q.   [11:53:16] So, for instance, when you said that all of the Sinia brigade went to19

Odek and Abok, we are estimating about 500 people for the attack; is that correct?20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Mr Bradfield.21

MR BRADFIELD:  [11:53:34] I'm sorry to interrupt my learned friend, but I think that22

may be a misrepresentation of what he has said, at least in relation to Abok.  It may23

be helpful for the witness if something that he has said is being put to him, he would24

be quoted directly, and, for us, the transcript reference.  Thank you.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:50] I have it in mind, so to speak, that this1

morning the witness said everybody went, but this was with relation to Odek, I think.2

So simply start with Odek and I think we would not have to have now really the exact3

citation.  But I have it in my ear, so to speak, that he said this.  So perhaps from that4

starting point leave Abok for the moment and perhaps start with Odek.5

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:54:18] Thank you, your Honour.6

And thank you, Mr Bradfield, for that.7

So I will just stick to Odek, for sure.8

Q.   [11:54:23] When you are speaking about the Sinia brigade and you said they all9

went to Odek, are we assuming the 500 or so members of Sinia went to Odek?10

A.   [11:54:39] I said I estimate about 500 people.  But I don't think they even11

had -- they had that number, 500.  But everybody went to Odek.12

Q.   [11:55:01] Now, Mr Witness, while you were still in the bush, for instance, when13

you were listening to Mega FM about Lukodi, was it allowed in the bush to listen to14

the radio?15

A.   [11:55:21] At times it was not allowed.  But some other officers would listened16

to the radio, but generally it was not allowed.17

Q.   [11:55:39] Do you know why it was not allowed?18

A.   [11:55:46] I don't know why.19

Q.   [11:55:51] Do you know who forbid the people from listening to the radio?20

A.   [11:56:00] According to me it was Kony who gave that order.21

Q.   [11:56:30] Now, Mr Witness, you also talked about the women in Mr Ongwen's22

household and in particular you mentioned someone called Abwot.  Do you23

remember if she was present for the Odek and Abok attacks?24

A.   [11:56:51] I didn't say that the women went to Abok.  I only said that Sinia, all25

ICC-02/04-01/15-T-94-Red-ENG WT 17-07-2017 40/50 EC T



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                       ICC-02/04-01/15
WITNESS: UGA-OTP-P-0054

17.07.2017 Page 41

the women went to Odek.  So that means they went.1

Q.   [11:57:11] Do you remember if you left Abwot in the bush at the time of your2

escape?3

A.   [11:57:21] When I escaped I was no longer with Ongwen.  I was in a different4

battalion in Pader.  So I am not sure whether he was there or not, I have no idea.5

Q.   [11:57:40] Which battalion were you with in Pader?6

A.   [11:57:47] At that time when we were in Pader I was in Terwanga battalion.7

And most of the commanders were no longer there, so I was there with an officer8

called Abola.9

Q.   [11:58:14] And, Mr Witness, just to be clear, Terwanga was part of Sinia; is that10

correct?11

A.   [11:58:23] That's correct.12

MS BRIDGMAN:  [11:58:36] Your Honours, may I seek to go into private session for13

a --14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:58:43] Private session.15

(Private session at 11.58 a.m.)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Page redacted-Private session13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
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23

24

25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Open session at 12.04 p.m.)16

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:04:23] We are back in open session, Mr President.17

MS BRIDGMAN:  [12:04:32]18

Q.   [12:04:32] Mr Witness, do you know of a time when Joseph Kony ordered that19

women and children should be released?20

A.   [12:04:51] That was in the year -- let me see -- well, I think I was still very young,21

because there was some battle around Atiak, that was when I heard about that.  But22

I don't recall the exact year.23

Q.   [12:05:14] Was it around the same time that he released his own wives and24

children, some of them?25
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A.   [12:05:32] Well, at that time I was no longer with him.  I am not sure whether1

he released his wives and children, but I learned that he ordered for the release of2

women.3

Q.   [12:05:53] Now, again to that radio show that you went to, do you recall4

mentioning something about wives in the bush?5

A.   [12:06:26] Well, I, I am -- I am not very sure about marriages in the bush.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:06:41] Perhaps you simply put it to him, or read7

it to him, I think would be the best, from tab --8

MS BRIDGMAN:  [12:06:48] Twenty-six.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:06:49] Twenty-six, yes.10

MS BRIDGMAN:  [12:06:51] And it's at page 0839, from lines 149 to 151.11

Q.   [12:06:59] Mr Witness, I am going to read you part of what you said during that12

radio show:13

"So anyone, if you come with your sister, if you had an understanding with her from14

the bush there well, you will live with her even here, this is a reality; but not that she15

would be taken, that is a lie!"16

My question, Mr Witness, when you say a "sister" what do you mean?17

A.   [12:07:43] That would be somebody, your sister with whom you share biological18

parents, or somebody you know so well.19

Q.   [12:08:01] Is that a sister that you are referring to in this context?20

A.   [12:08:13] Could you repeat that?  Are you talking about "sister" or21

(Redacted)22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:08:23] I think, Mr Witness, counsel simply wants23

to know -- she read this portion, these two sentences to you, and what kind of idea24

did you have when you used the word "sister"?  Did you mean biological sisters or25
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did you mean sister in a broader sense, meaning in the community, women in the1

community that you know?2

THE WITNESS:  [12:08:57] (Interpretation) Well, the issue about sisters surprises me.3

It's a bit difficult for me to even comprehend it, and that means I cannot answer it4

appropriately.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:09:15] You can read it -- perhaps give it another6

try, otherwise we would have to move to another point.7

MS BRIDGMAN:  [12:09:28] Let me try to ask it another way.8

Q.   [12:09:31] Mr Witness, were wives in the bush sometimes called sisters?  You9

know, would you say "my sister" when you meant your wife?10

A.   [12:09:48] No, that was not possible.11

Q.   [12:09:52] Can you help explain to Court why you were trying to assuage the12

fears about sisters being taken away, in this context, in the radio show?13

A.   [12:10:22] I am responding to this issue, but I do not clearly understand the14

concept of sister in this case.  It makes it very difficult for me to answer this.  Are15

you talking about nurses?  Who exactly are you talking about?  I cannot answer this16

well because I don't understand it.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:10:43] I think we won't come too far with that18

one.19

MS BRIDGMAN:  [12:11:01]20

Q.   [12:11:02] Mr Witness, yesterday -- no, Friday you talked about propaganda that21

was being told to you in the bush to discourage you from escaping.  Can you give22

the Court examples of the things you were told would happen to you if you left the23

LRA?24

A.   [12:11:33] In the LRA, what would happen was that, yes, they would talk; they25
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would tell you that if you escaped and went home the government will kill you.1

And if you also escaped and you are captured again, you will also be killed.  That2

was what was happening.3

Q.   [12:12:06] So you would be killed if you went back home by the government4

soldiers, or you would be killed if the LRA recaptured you; is that correct?5

A.   [12:12:22] The LRA would tell you that if you escaped and went home the6

government soldiers would kill you.  In the same vein, if you escaped and before7

you arrive home you are captured by the LRA, you will also be killed.  That was8

what was happening.  That was what they would talk about and that was exactly9

what they were also doing.10

Q.   [12:12:48] Did you witness people being killed after they had been recaptured11

by the LRA?12

A.   [12:13:02] Well, in -- yes, I witnessed that.  I witnessed when somebody was,13

was being killed.14

Q.   [12:13:27] Did the LRA also tell you that if you escaped and came back home the15

UPDF might force you to become a soldier?16

A.   [12:13:47] The LRA would say if you returned home the government soldiers17

would take you to the radio, but while holding you a gunpoint, they would require18

you to speak only what they would want you to communicate out.  They would not19

necessarily force you into becoming a soldier.  Personally, I came back home because20

I decided -- I decided to become a soldier because of my own security, because I21

feared that if I went back home they would possibly abduct me again.22

Q.   [12:14:51] Now let's take what you have said step by step.  The LRA told you23

that if you came home they would force you to talk on the radio.  Is that the same24

radio that you spoke at?25
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A.   [12:15:13] Yes, it was that radio.  But I discovered that that was all falsehood.1

I went on my own to speak on radio, I didn't see anybody with a gun, so they were2

deceiving people.3

Q.   [12:15:29] But while you were in the bush you would have no way of knowing4

that people were not being forced to speak on that radio, would you?5

A.   [12:15:42] Well, I was not aware, because they would say they would force you6

to speak, and I knew that if I came back they would force me to do that.  But when I7

came back home I discovered that was a lie.8

Q.   [12:16:01] So, Mr Witness, would it be fair for me to say that for you it was9

a chance, you just took a chance, not knowing what to really expect when you10

returned home?11

A.   [12:16:21] Well, it wasn't necessarily a chance, because ordinarily I would not12

have found the other people who escaped earlier.  It was not luck, it was not luck13

that I came and found other LRA members who -- they had already decided that14

these LRA fighters who are coming back should be given amnesty.  So what was15

being said was a lie.16

Q.   [12:16:52] My question, Mr Witness, was that considering what you had heard17

from the LRA side about the being forced to speak on the radio, and you have just18

said that "I knew that if I came back they would force me to do that.  But when I19

came back I discovered that was a lie."20

My question is that: Before you came back and you saw for yourself the treatment21

you received you had no assurances that you were not going to be forced to become22

a soldier, that you were not going to be forced to speak on the radio; is that correct?23

A.   [12:17:45] Well, I was not sure about that, because these are things we are only24

hearing and there was no way we could confirm, so we thought they were telling us25
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the truth.1

Q.   [12:17:59] Now, you also mentioned -- you also mentioned that you decided to2

become a soldier for your own security.  Did you actually become a soldier?3

A.   [12:18:37] I said I stayed for six months, then my father -- well, one of my4

brothers, one of my twin brother, when I returned home he had been abducted, he5

was abducted and killed.  So my father came to the government soldiers and6

requested that I should be released because he was alone and there was no one else7

taking care of him.  I was then discharged.8

Q.   [12:19:27] In relation to the propaganda that you were being told in the bush,9

were you also told that when you came back home your wives would be taken away10

from you?11

A. [12:19:49] Well, they were saying that.  But, you know, a woman you were just12

given and not a woman who you got through courtship, it would be very difficult13

when you came home to stay with such a woman, because it's possible that it was not14

in her plan or she didn't accept to stay with you but she was only forced to do so.15

Q.   [12:20:25] Now, among the people that you met at CPU, your colleagues from16

the bush, did you ever learn if any of them had their wives who came from the bush17

with them?18

A.   [12:20:47] Well, I found even Major Acellam had some of his wife, but those who19

were still very young at that time had left.  But the other older ones with whom they20

had many children were still living with him, even up to now is still living with them.21

That depended on the major agreement between the woman and the man.22

(Counsel confer)23

MS BRIDGMAN:  [12:21:28] Your Honours, the Defence rests and has no further24

questions.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:21:33] Thank you very much, Mrs Bridgman.1

This concludes the testimony of Mr Witness.2

Mr Witness, on behalf of the Chamber I would like to thank you for having yourself3

made available as a witness in this case,  for coming to this Court and for helping the4

Court to establish the truth.  Thank you very much and we wish you a safe trip back.5

I have a few remarks --6

THE WITNESS:  [12:22:04] (Interpretation) Thank you very much.7

(The witness is excused)8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:22:04] I have a few remarks directing at the9

Prosecution.10

As the Presiding Judge has previously indicated, the Prosecution has done11

commendably in organising the efficient presentation of its evidence thus far.12

Indeed, the Prosecution has consistently been proceeding faster than its original13

witness estimation -- examination, excuse me, estimates.  This has been particularly14

apparent with these last two witnesses, for the Prosecution has taken less than half its15

original estimate, though no criticism at all in that.16

For trial purposes, nevertheless, it would be appreciated if the Prosecution could17

present revised examination estimates, to the extent it is able to do so of course only.18

Any such revisions could be communicated in the course of the monthly witness list19

provided pursuant to paragraph 16 of decision 497.  To make it clear, Mr Gumpert20

especially, what I said is not to push Prosecution or put anybody under pressure, it is21

simply to encourage to adjust these estimates if and where this is possible.  The22

judges are aware that any planning has to be realistic, meaning especially it has to be23

manageable, and we also understand that parties need a certain timely, I would -- let24

me word it this way, security buffer, when planning the sequence and needed time of25
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the questioning of witnesses.1

So it is simply about that, simply encouraging to adjust, where this is possible,2

according to your assessment of the situation.3

MR GUMPERT:  [12:23:42] Your Honour, yes.  Thank you for the kind words, and4

we take the words encouraging us to look again at the schedule in the spirit I am sure5

they are intended in.  And we shall do so.  I think we owe you another schedule in6

two or three weeks' time, at the end of this month, beginning of next.  And by that7

time we will have had a careful look at the future and try to be more accurate in our8

future predictions.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:24:12] Thank you very much.10

And the last short remark, it's of course always better to err with the result of11

a reduction than with the result of an increase of the estimated time.12

So thank you everybody.  For the moment we abate the proceedings.  We all know13

that the recess is now coming and we meet immediately after the recess, on the first14

day after the recess, on 14 August, Monday, 9.30 with Witness P-245.15

THE COURT USHER:  [12:24:43] All rise.16

(The hearing ends in open session at 12.24 p.m.)17
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