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International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 1

Situation: Central African Republic

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/08
Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and

Judge Kuniko Ozaki

Trial Hearing

Friday, 19 October 2012

*(The hearing starts in closed session at 9.03 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session
THE COURT USHER: All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning.

Could, please, court officer call the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: Thank you, Madam President. Situation in the Central
African Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo,
ICC-01/05-01/08.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.

Good morning. I welcome Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims,
Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. Good morning our interpreters, court
reporters.

We will continue, and I hope conclude today the testimony of

Witness -- Defence Witness D04-57, and for that purpose I ask, please, court usher to
bring the witness in.

(The witness enters the courtroom)
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WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0057 (On former oath)

(The witness speaks French)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We can turn into open session, please.

(Open session at 9.06 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, Mr Witness.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you very much, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We hope you had a restful night and that you are
ready to continue with your testimony?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, I need to remind you that you are still
under oath. Do you understand that, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I understand perfectly well, thank you.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I also need to remind you about our rules, that you
are supposed to speak slower than normal and to give the five seconds before you
start answering to a question put to you, in order to facilitate the work of our
interpreters and court reporters. Is that fine with you, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I understand, thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.

Mr Zeneli, you have the floor.

MR ZENELI: Thank you, Madam President.

QUESTIONED BY MR ZENELI: (Continuing)

Q. Good morning, Mr Witness.

A.  Good morning, Counsel.

Q.  Mr Witness, during the time that you were contacted with -- by the Defence,
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were you ever paid or received any money by them or anyone else on their behalf?
A.  Mr Prosecutor, what work would I have done in order for me to be paid money?
Q. CanIhave the answer once again?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, what -- well, if someone does a job, they are to be paid for it, but
what work are you referring to? What job are you referring to for which I would
have received money to pay me for something? No one gave me any money.

Q.  Mr Witness, just to make sure we understand each other, I didn't ask about a
particular job. I only asked whether you had received any money by the Defence, or
anyone else on their behalf, at the time you were contacted from them?

A.  Yes, Counsel, I did not receive any money.

Q. Mr Witness, yesterday, at transcript 256, page 21, lines 10 to 11, you stated that
each country has an intelligence service which reports directly to the Head of State.
My questionis: Did you have access to the reports directly addressed to Patassé?

A. No.

Q.  Soit would be fair to state that you did not know what those reports stated; is
that correct?

A. Tjust answered your question: No.

Q. Mr Witness, you also told us that you have a very specific role, role of the
ambassador, as we have been talking about, and correct me if I'm wrong, but does
this not mean that you were geographically limited in your movements? If you
don't understand my question, with the leave of the Honourable Judges, we might
move into private session. So do not provide any information that might identify
you.

A.  Well, Mr Prosecutor, as ambassador, I was not allowed to read a document sent

to the highest authority, the supreme authority. I was a subordinate and I did not
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(Private Session)

have the same rank as the President of the Republic. The files are sent to him

directly, and I was not to know what was in those files. That was for him. Iwasa
subordinate, a mere subordinate.
MR ZENELIL: Madam President, can we move briefly into private session? Only

one question there.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 9.14 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

MR ZENELI:

Q. Mr Witness, I will rephrase my question. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MR ZENELIL: Madam President, I think we can move back to open session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
(Open session at 9.18 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

MR ZENELI:

Q.  So, Mr Witness, did Patassé travel or visited or went to the field during the
operations from 25 October until 15 March 2003?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, I never saw a president during such events go out into the field.
I never saw that. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) I never saw President Patassé go out to the

field.

Q.  Asthe ambassador and based on the evidence you've provided, you were
during the time in question, that is again 25 October 2002 to 15 March 2003, always
located in Bangui; is that right?

A. Yes, Counsel.

Q.  Soit would be fair to conclude that you had no idea what was happening in the

tield between the troops, either between the two opposing sides or between the loyal
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forces; is that correct?

A.  Yes, Mr Prosecutor. Ibelieve I was clear yesterday. Yesterday I told you that
as ambassador I was not allowed to go out into the field. There were other
individuals, higher authorities in the army, whose responsibility it was to do that. In
fact, I gave you their names. Each person has their own responsibility, their own
skills. Ihad certain responsibilities and they had theirs. Inever went out in the
field.

Q. Thank you, Mr Witness. Let's talk about Bemba's visit, the only one that you
remember him being present there in Bangui during the time in question. Now,
correct me if I'm wrong, you stated that Bemba had his bodyguards with him whilst
he was visiting; is that right?

A.  Yes, there were soldiers who accompanied Bemba, but they did not go inside
the residence. They stayed outside because they were not allowed to go inside the
presidential residence.

Q. Do you know any of Bemba's bodyguards by name? And please don't give the
name. We can go back to private session for that. So my question at the moment is
whether you know them, or not?

A. No.

Q. Now, you told us that you don't remember the exact date Bemba visited, but
that it was some time in November 2002; is that right?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, yesterday I told you I did not know the precise date. He came
in November, but I don't know the date. That's what I said yesterday.

Q. Do you remember whether it was early November, or mid-November, or late
November? Approximately, what do you remember?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, I was clear. Isaid I do not know the precise date.
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Q.  Other than the two vehicles that they talked about which you told us about, did
they to your knowledge talk about anything else?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, who are you referring to, Mr Bemba and the President of the
Republic? I don't understand your question.

Q. That's precisely who I'm referring to. So Patassé and Mr Bemba you said met,
they talked about the two vehicles at the Ministry of the Defence and so my question
as a follow-up to that evidence coming from you is whether you know of any other
subjects that they covered, that they discussed?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, you know, as the ambassador (Redacted)

(Redacted). President Patassé informed Mr Bemba of the situation

regarding those two suspicious vehicles. After showing him the vehicles, there were
Central African officers who were there, who stayed there. In fact, they even came
to say "Hello" to the president and to Mr Bemba and then they left for the residence.
Q. Now, Mr Witness, the Defence asked you whether you saw anything along the
road to PK12; that is at the time you were accompanying Mr Bemba. I'm going to
ask you the same question, but for the time that you were accompanying both of them,
that is Mr Bemba and Mr Patassé, did you notice anything along the road?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, I understand fully, but I believe I was clear yesterday. We did
not accompany Mr Bemba and the president to PK12. The president lives not very
far from Camp Béal, where those two vehicles were positioned. In fact, he lives less
than a kilometre from there. The president lived about a kilometre from Camp Béal.
Q.  Mr Witness, I know that you said you did not accompany both of them to PK12,
and if you listen carefully to my questions I was talking about the segment of the road
and that time at which you accompanied both of them to the Ministry of the Defence.

So at that time did you notice anything along the road?
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A. No.

Q.  So you sent back Mr Patassé to his palace and then proceeded with only

Mr Bemba to PK12. Tell us, at PK12, who were you with? What exactly happened
there?

A. (Redacted) On the way to

PK12, I never saw a body along the road. Once we got there, Mr Bemba's soldiers
were gathered together at a school at PK12. The official in charge of them gathered
them together. As soon as we got there, the ambassador was not alone. There was
the director-general of security, Colonel Lengbe.

Mr Bemba got out. The soldiers greeted him. They were singing songs, and after
they sang their songs, Mr Bemba said to them -- he spoke to his soldiers. He said,
"You have come to the Central African Republic to help your Central African
Republic brothers and you are under the authority of the Central Africans." He even
showed General Bombayake, pointed to him and said, "You must show him respect."
And at that time Colonel Lengbe was there as well. And after giving them advice,
Counsel, we escorted Mr Bemba to the riverside right beside the ferry-boat.

Q. And you told us, Mr Witness, that this visit lasted about ten to fifteen minutes;
is that right?

A. Yes. Mr Bemba did not spend a lot of time there. That's what I told you
yesterday.

Q.  Other than -- other than what you just told us he said to his troops, did he say
any other thing?

A. No, Ididn't hear anything else. He gave them counsel, advice. That's all.
And then we went back with him to the riverbank.

Q. Were you close to him when he was speaking to the soldiers?
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A. Weaccompanied him. We were with him. (Redacted)

Q. Canyou tell us approximately how far away you were from him? When you
mean beside him, like right next to him, or a few metres away, on the side, behind, in
front of him? Just give us your physical location at that time.

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  Who were you with behind Mr Bemba?

A. Ispecified that there was General Bombayake, Colonel Lengbe who was there as
well, (Redacted).

Q. What language did Mr Bemba speak to his troops?

A.  He spoke in French, and one of his officers -- he spoke in French and the
officers -- officer, correction, passed on the information to his troops.

Q. He passed on the information to Mr Bemba's troops in what language?

A. Itold you before that Mr Bemba was speaking in French and his officer
translated in Lingala to the soldiers.

Q.  So here we have Mr Bemba, who we know speaks Lingala, addressing his
troops in French through an interpreter. Is that what you're telling us?

A. TI'vebeen clear, Counsel. Mr Bemba was speaking in French and the officer
was translating into Lingala. I can't tell you a lie or say something wrong. I'm
telling you the truth.

Q. Thank you for that, Mr Witness. Just so that we are clear on the testimony
you've provided for us, you told us Mr Patassé who, based on your testimony, was
the authority, commander-in-chief, if you like, of the MLC troops, never went to the
tield. This commander did not even bother to go and see the troops at PK12.

Instead, he leaves Bemba, Mr Bemba, to go there alone and he heads back to his
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palace. How can we make sense of that, Mr Witness?

A. Counsel, I can tell you that the President Patassé was very brave, very brave,
more than a soldier. He was a civilian, but he was brave. As President of the
Republic, he had soldiers who reported to him, even though he asked for a group of
soldiers to come from another country and to join them. He was -- he was the
President of the Republic, but that didn't mean he needed to go into the field. There
were soldiers from another country, but some couldn't even go into the field in
relation to a civilian.

Q. TI'll just pick up from the last sentence of what you just told us. "There were
soldiers from another country but some couldn't even go into the field in relation to a
civilian."  What do you mean by "in relation to a civilian"? Are you referring to

Mr Patassé?

A.  Counsel, I was talking about President Patassé. President Patassé, he was a
civilian, not a military man. AsIjust told you, he was a civilian, plus -- and more, he
was more. He had the relevant military authorities under him and they had to
monitor events in the field and then report back to him.

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

MR ZENELI:

Q. Butyou also told us that Mr Patassé was the commander of FACA. You also
told us that he was the highest authority, therefore, of the MLC who arrived in CAR.
So he cannot just be a civilian, can he?

A. Counsel, I'm being very clear. Mr Patassé, as President of the Republic, was
the supreme commander of the armed forces. Ididn't say that Patassé was a
commander. He was the chief. He commanded all the armed forces of the Central

African Republic. There was a hierarchy that reported to him, the Minister of
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Defence, and Patassé gave order to him, and around that minister, well, that minister
in turn would give orders to his subordinates, so that's what was done, Counsel.

Q. Let'sjust try and wrap it up, Mr Witness. Because Mr Patassé was the
commander-in-chief, because he was the one who commanded Lengbe, Bombayake,
as well as Mazi, are you still standing by your testimony that he also commanded the
MLC troops?

A. Counsel, I've told you several times that Patassé was the chief commander of
the armed forces. All the people that you've just mentioned, they took direct orders
from the supreme chief of the armed forces. They took orders from President
Patassé.

Q. Did Patassé command the MLC forces, yes or no?

A. Counsel, I think I've been very clear. Patassé was the President of the Republic.
He was a democratically-elected president, and if he had problems, he would ask for
help. He would ask someone for help. And if the person sent something, or troops,
those troops came under the orders of the person who made the request. So the
MLC soldiers took orders from Patassé. President Patassé was the one who asked
Mr Bemba to send him troops.

Q.  During those 15 minutes that he talked to his troops at PK12 in French, with an
interpreter in Lingala, other than what you said he told his troops, meaning they are
now under the authority of Central African Republic military officers, did he say
anything else?

A. Counsel, I was clear. I've given you information, the information that

Mr Bemba -- I said that Mr Bemba had given advice, counsel, to the soldiers saying,
"You have come to help your CAR brothers, who are having trouble, and you owe

respect to the Central African Republic authorities and you are under their orders."
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He even gestured at General Bombayake and Colonel Lengbe was beside him.

That's what I've told you. He spoke in French and the officer transmitted the
information in Lingala.

Q. Mr Witness, we have heard testimonies, received evidence, in this trial which
states, contrary to what you tell us, that at the time Bemba went to PK12 with

Mr Patassé, Mr Bemba and Mr Patassé were witness to bodies of civilians along the
road, that Mr Patassé even confronted Mr Bemba, having seen bodies of civilians of
his own citizens, asking him in tears, "But why have your soldiers done this?" And,
your Honours, for the Defence the reference to that evidence is transcript 187 and
transcript -- that is line -- page 21, line 8, to page 23, line 14.

Now, my question to you, Mr Witness, based on the evidence that I just quoted, that I
just cited, that I just referred to, what do you have to say? And I would like to
specify that that evidence, Mr Witness, came from eyewitnesses; witnesses who saw
that themselves, witnesses who were present there. What do you have to say?

A.  You've got things mixed up, Counsel. I've told you that Patassé was sleeping a
kilometre away. The residence -- the residence at Camp Béal was a kilometre away.
They were not together on the PK12 road. Patassé's residence was a kilometre away.
The rebels weren't there. The rebels -- well, from the Boganda lycée, I think that at
Camp Béal -- from Camp Béal to lycée Boganda, I would say that would be two
kilometres approximately, not all that far from Camp Béal. But if you're saying that
Mr Bemba and Bemba -- and Patassé saw bodies along the road, that surprises me
because the rebels were not at Camp Béal, not even at the ONAF building. So if
you're saying to me that when Mr Bemba and Patassé went to Camp Béal they saw
bodies along the road, that is not true. That's a lie.

Q.  Mr Witness, at transcript 256, page 30, lines 8 and 9, you told us that MLC
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troops arrived between 30 October and 1 November 2002. You also told us that that
day was your day off and that you were resting, but you decided to go by the river
and see the arrival of the MLC troops. How long did you stay by the river?

A. Counsel, as soon as the MLC troops arrived, I learned of that over the Motorola.
(Redacted) and I had

a walkie-talkie, and some brothers arrived. I couldn't go and see them -- well, I went
to see them. Ispent a few minutes there and then I left. I didn't stay there with
them for very long.

Q.  You told us that the MLC troops, some of them, had weapons and uniforms; is
that correct?

A. Of course. When they arrived, some of them had individual weapons.

Others didn't. Some had uniforms. Some were in civilian clothing.

Q.  Other than that, did you notice any other thing that they were carrying? TI'll
give you an example. Did you see them carrying radios, any communication
equipment?

A. No, I didn't notice that.

Q. And how long did you stay there? How many times did you see the ferry
bringing soldiers from the other side of the river to Bangui?

A. Justonce. Justonce, andItold youlwasn't on duty. Iwassomewhere in
town. Assoon as I heard about their arrival I went, I spent a few minutes there and
then I left again.

Q. To your knowledge, do you know whether the ferry did that trip only once, or
many times?

A.  Counsel, you know, what I know is -- well, it was their first arrival when I went

along the side of the road to see them. The person -- the person who is in a position
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to answer your question is General Bombayake. He is the one who received them.
That wasn't my area of responsibility.

Q.  Well, that's fine, Mr Witness. I simply wanted to know whether you knew
how many times the ferry did that trip, and if I understand you correctly you said
you only witnessed one time and so you did not witness the other times that the ferry
brought MLC soldiers to Bangui; is that right?

A.  Counsel, I told you I went just once to the side of the river to meet our brothers
from the MLC. They crossed how many times? That's not my area of responsibility.
You should ask the question to General Bombayake. He was the one who was in
charge.

Q.  You also told us, Mr Witness, that MLC purchased two vehicles from the
Ministry of Defence; is that correct?

A.  Counsel, please repeat the question.

Q.  Yesterday, Mr Witness, you told us that two vehicles of the Ministry of the
Defence were bought - were purchased - by the MLC. Is that true?

A. Please, Counsel, when I said that the MLC soldiers bought vehicles, when did I
say that, or maybe someone else said that? I said yesterday that as soon as the MLC
troops arrived a few vehicles were made available to them, military vehicles, and
some other vehicles were requisitioned and given to them, but I didn't say that they
had bought two military vehicles. I disavow that.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: MTr Zeneli, do you have the reference, because I don't
remember as well this assertion that MLC had bought vehicles? I would like to have
the reference, please.

MR ZENELI: Ihave asked the team members to help with that particular reference

and I would like to with your leave continue, or we can just pause until we find it.
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Q. Now, Mr Witness, about the time of the arrival of the MLC troops in Bangui,
which as you said was from 29 October or 1 November -- I'm sorry, 30 October or

1 November 2002, would it surprise you to hear that evidence presented in this trial
tells a completely different story, tells us that the MLC troops were in fact present in
Bangui before that date, 25 October even or 27 October? In fact, one of these
documentary evidence comes from the Defence directly. It's a letter that Mr Bemba
himself signed, which says MLC arrived in Central African Republic on 27 October.
Would you like to correct the statement that you made, based on that information?
A. Counsel, that is false information. That is incorrect.

Q. Mr Witness, let's focus a bit on the topic of the MLC structure. Now, is it fair to
state that in your position and function as an ambassador, you didn't really know
how the CCOP functioned?

A.  Counsel, yesterday I told you that the CCO was the centre for the command of
military operations and it is based at Camp Béal under the orders of the competent
officers whose names I have already provided.

Q.  Yes, but other than that limited information, are you now telling us that you do
know how it works?

A.  Counsel, in my capacity as ambassador, (Redacted). I told

you clearly that there are competent officials who were in charge of that. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q.  Mr Witness, do you know the structure that the MLC had whilst they were in
Central African Republic?

A. Counsel, this is what I know: I know of one senior officer of the MLC, the
senior officer of the MLC whom I know, whose name I forgot, but I was prompted to

remember his name yesterday by you and I'm referring to Colonel Moustapha. That
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is the only senior officer whom I knew who, from time to time, came to meet with the
Head of State. I think I was very clear on that in my testimony yesterday or the day
before yesterday. As for the other people or officers, if they were, I do not know
their names. (Redacted)

Q.  Mr Witness, do you know whether Mr Moustapha reported back to his
commanders, superiors, of the MLC?

A. Counsel, no. Moustapha reported directly to General Bombayake and it was
General Bombayake who would then report to President Patassé. Moustapha had
no right to report directly to his superior. He was under the authority of -- or under
the orders of the Central African Republic authorities.

Q. Tasked you whether you know if Mr Moustapha reported to his superiors of the
MLC, not whether he reported to CAR authorities. Do you know, Mr Witness, if the
commander of the MLC troops in CAR, Moustapha, reported to the MLC superiors?
A. No, Counsel.

Q.  Would it surprise you to know that the evidence tells us that he did do so,
actually, very often? He reported to Mr Bemba, who was the chief, the
commander-in-chief of the MLC, almost on daily basis, the evidence tells us.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo.

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) Madam President, I wonder what the relevance of this
question is? The question is whether the witness will be surprised to learn that
Colonel Moustapha reported to his authorities in his country of origin. What is the
relevance of this question? The idea would only simply be to ask the witness to
speculate, I think.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Zeneli.

MR ZENELI: It is unfortunate where the witness, at a very critical question is about
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to respond, the flow of his testimony is once again in an ill-based and ill-timed
fashion interrupted by the Defence.

As to the relevance, I cannot think of any other question that can be of more relevance
to these proceedings for us to know if the witness, (Redacted)

would be surprised to hear that that was the fact, that Mr Moustapha, the leader of
the MLC troops in CAR, reported back to his authorities, the MLC authorities.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Idon't see any prejudice to the Defence, so I will
allow the witness to answer to the question. I think it will be better maybe if you
repeat the question, Mr Zeneli.

MR ZENELI: Thank you, Madam President.

Q.  Mr Witness, you told us that Moustapha was reporting to CAR authorities, so
that's not what I'm asking you about. What I'm asking you about is whether, to the
best of your knowledge, you know if Moustapha, the commander of the MLC troops
in Central African Republic, reported back to his superiors of the MLC; that is

Mr Bemba or others? Do you know that?

A.  Counsel, I know nothing about that. I do not know whether Colonel
Moustapha reported directly to his chief or not. I know nothing about that.

Q. AndifItell you, Mr Witness, that there is evidence which says that he did do so
almost on daily basis, that Moustapha, that is, reported back to Bemba and that is
what the evidence says, what is your reaction to that?

A.  Counsel, I told you that I did not see Moustapha on any occasion, not once, I
never saw him reporting to his chief. And by the way, (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Now, whether he reported or he did not report, that I do not know.

Q. Okay, let me try this a different way. As a man at your position, with your
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functions, do you think that that could have been the case?

A. Counsel, I have told you that I do not know. I cannotlie. I cannot testify that
I saw Moustapha reporting to his chief. Ihave told you that I never saw him, not
once. I'm speaking under oath, and I can't just tell you any kind of thing because
what I want to do is tell the truth.

MR ZELENI: Before I move on, Madam President, I simply wanted to give the
reference about the two vehicles. It's transcript 256, page 33, line 23 to page 34, line 4.
And I actually did use the wrong word. Isaid "bought or purchased" when in fact it
was" requisitioned" vehicles.

With your leave, your Honours, I'd like to move on to a different topic with the
witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Zeneli, you, of course you can move on to
another topic. Ijust would like to remind Prosecution that Prosecution has been
already questioning the witness for five -- more than five hours, which means more
than the double of the time used by Defence for questioning. So we expect that
Prosecution is close to concluding.

You can proceed, Mr Zeneli.

MR ZENELI: Thank you, ma'am. Iunfortunately have taken a bit of time. It was
initially thought that the Prosecution will only have four hours for this witness, and
I've tried to be as concise as possible with my questions. So I will, taking into
account completely your concern, finalise with one last topic.

Q. Mr Witness, remember that you told us about the colonel who informed you on
the victims? Remember that you told us that he said that he had raped and killed,
along with his colleagues, many civilians and that a year later he was also murdered?

Do you remember that?
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A.  Counsel, I think I am testifying here under oath and I took the solemn
declaration the day before yesterday. If I were to tell you that, in my capacity as an
ambassador, I was a very well-loved (Redacted). Let me even tell you that the
ambassador is very well-known (Redacted). The ambassador had (Redacted)
(Redacted) and even within the FACA, the Central African

Republic Armed Forces, so the ambassador is a very well-known person. What I
have told you is accurate and it is the truth. I told you that when the stripes were
being awarded at the Presidency of the Republic --

Q.  So this former Bozizé rebel --

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Zeneli, the witness is still answering. He was
waiting for you to pay attention to what he's saying, so please allow him to conclude.
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, Madam President. I think that I provided
an explanation to this problem yesterday. I can explain this to the public again, but
maybe we should go into private session, but if you want me to explain this to the
public I can do so?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: If you're not mentioning names, you can explain in
public session, Mr Witness.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. Yesterday I told you
that at the award ceremony for stripes and insignia at the Presidency of the Republic,
the freedom soldiers were broken down into three groups. Those of a lower rank,
private, corporal, lance-corporal, they received the stripes of second lieutenant.
Now, those who had been non-commissioned officers, that is sergeants, warrant
officers, that category was moved up to the rank of lieutenant with two stripes.
Then those who were lieutenants and captains were promoted to the ranks of major,

or commander. (Redacted)
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That officer whom I talked to you about (Redacted). He was a very

competent soldier. During the events he joined the rebellion, but thanks be to God
during that ceremony he came to me and confessed an honest truth. He was a
second lieutenant at that time and he told me the following, "Ambassador, as you see
us here today, it is thanks to God. Had it not been for God we would not be here, so
what I am telling you is the truth. We did many bad things. We killed, we raped
and we did incredible things, but as you see us here today really I know that among
us there are many people who are not going to live long because of the evil that we
have done -- the much evil that we have done."

This is what I told you yesterday, or the day before yesterday, and then I went on to
say that unfortunately less than one year after that conversation that officer died.
Not only him, many other freedom soldiers also died, many of them died, and you
can gather intelligence on that, if you wish?

MR ZENELI:

Q.  Mr Witness, I simply asked you whether you remember to having said that and
you go on for - and I noticed the time - seven minutes, repeating all over again the
accounts you have provided when you could simply have said, yes, you remember
that that was the case.

My question is whether this person that you said told you that he and his colleagues
had raped and killed, which again as you said and you called him a good man - he
was a good man, you said, although he had raped and killed - is on the victims of the
Central African Republic, whether you have heard of any crimes committed against
them by the MLC troops? Focus your answer to my question and then we'll finish
sooner.

A.  Counsel, I heard people talk about the crimes committed by the MLC. In my
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capacity as ambassador, I did not see anything with my own eyes. I did not see
anything with my own eyes.

Q.  Soyou heard that MLC killed people from Central African Republic. You
heard that only from other people. Did you hear it from any other source?

A.  Counsel, I heard that the MLC had killed people and I have already told you
that I did not see anything with my own eyes. Yesterday I told you something that
President Patassé used to say, a wise word that he used to utter, and I don't know
whether there are any Central Africans in the public gallery. I think they would
understand the truth.

You see, in the Central African Republic I cannot say that there were no incidents, but
I also tell you that people lie. People lie extensively. People who have not seen a
thing talk about it and talk about this and that (Redacted). That is my country
from the time of my birth. I know my country inside out. I know the mentality of
people who live (Redacted). Too many lies, Counsel.

MR ZENELIL: Mr Witness, I have no further questions for you. Ido have to remind
you and put to you, perhaps if you don't have already knowledge of that, of the fact
that over 5,000 applications - over 5,000 accounts - reached this Chamber, this
Honourable Court, in which victims, citizens, from Central African Republic stated
that they were raped, pillaged, killed, tortured, or subjected to other maltreatments
from the MLC forces, and with all due respect, Mr Witness, that is not the testimony
we heard from you just now. You cannot possibly expect us to believe that 5,000
Central African Republic civilians would be lying.

Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo?

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) Madam President, can Mr Zeneli spare the Court his
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personal comments and remarks?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I think Mr Zeneli has concluded his testimony -- his
questioning.

Mr Witness, before I give the floor to legal representatives of victims, who were
authorised to put some questions to you, I have a few clarifications or follow-up
questions, Judge Aluoch as well.

Just my first clarification and to make it sure that I understood your evidence, you
received information, or intelligence, or by any means, about some atrocities
committed by Bozizé's soldiers. You even gave us some examples. As an
ambassador, you'd never -- during the period of October 2002 to March 2003, have
you ever received any information or intelligence about atrocities allegedly
committed by MLC troops? You received only from Bozizé troops?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour. Ido not
take sides with the MLC, nor with President Bozizé. Iam testifying here under oath
about what I saw and what I learned. This is the information I am providing to the
Court.

Regarding the MLC, when they were on the ground or in the field, their opponents,
that is President Bozizé's opponents, were the aggressors or the attackers. They are
the ones who attacked the capital city, and we have evidence about what happened
because of that attack and I've explained that to the Court.

The MLC troops -- regarding the MLC troops, they manoeuvred towards the north of
the country. I was not there with them to see what actually happened, so I cannot
tell you a lie. I cannot tell you that the people from the MLC killed such-and-such a
person, or here and there.

That is the explanation I can provide to you, your Honour, and I'm available to field
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any other questions.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I understand that you were in Bangui so you could
not see what was going on in the north of the country. My question was whether
you received intelligence, information, on what was happening in the north of the
country. You say that you received lots of conseignement, and this is what I am
asking. You never received any information, intelligence, on atrocities committed by
MLC against civilian population?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. This is what I just
explained. Iknow that there may be things, there may be information about the
MLC or Bozizé's troops having killed. We received such intelligence but we did not
see it with our own eyes. And amongst the intelligence we received, there were lies
about some things, claims that some did certain things, et cetera, but we don't know
exactly what occurred. We just have that intelligence; in other words that the MLC
killed or raped, that Bozizé's men killed or raped, but we were not there. We
received this information. Whether or not it's true, that's -- that's all I know. We
received the information.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: May I understand that you're saying that it's not
possible to know which information was correct or not, was true or not?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Your Honour, you know, in Bangui, there are
people who tell things, who say things about events that they've never seen.
Yesterday or the day before, I told you that (Redacted) information is never a hundred per
cent. There's too many lies.

Yes, I know there may have been victims who were killed. There may have been
rapes. Iam not going to contradict that, your Honour, but as -- in fact the

information was not 90 per cent certain; that's all, your Honour.
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Witness. I still have one
clarification from you.

On the transcript 256, starting from page 47, and I'm not going to quote, just to give
the idea, you said, and you repeated, that Mr Bemba came from the other side of the
river, he came from Zongo, to pay a visit to President Patassé. Mr Bemba crossed
over on the ferry-boat. He came from the other side. He arrived in Bangui. They
went and got him and they brought him to the residence. He spoke to President
Patassé.

And then later, then some military accompanied Mr Bemba to the bank of the river
and he crossed over in a ferry to the DRC. And on page 49 you emphasise that you
recall clearly that Mr Bemba came only once during the events, when he went along
with him to PK12 and took him back to the bank of the river. Only once. You
confirm that, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, that is the truth, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: The problem I am facing, Mr Witness, and I would
like you to try to clarify, is that on transcript 254, the edited version, as from page 39,
another witness that was also under oath was also a military and was also a loyalist,
told us that Mr Bemba, when he went to Bangui to visit President Patassé, he came by
plane and he was escorted from the airport to the residence of Mr Patassé. And after
PK12 he was escorted back to the airport, to go back to DRC. Is that possible that we
are talking about two different occasions, although you said that Mr Bemba was there
only once?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Your Honour, thank you very much. Yes, as
regards what you've just said, on this earth, you know, everyone is not equal. As

ambassador, I cannot lie to you. Iam someone who always speaks the truth, and I
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took an oath here before this Court and I promised to speak the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but truth. What that other person said is just a lie, and I cannot lie to
you, your Honour.

AsIexplained, I was in the residence. I was at the residence as ambassador. The
chief, the man in charge, received instructions from the Head of State to go get

Mr Bemba at the riverbank. Mr Bemba came in a vehicle. He left his vehicle on the
other side of the Ubangi River. He took the ferry, and that's why the President sent
General Bombayake and a few soldiers to go get him. At that time I was at the
residence and they accompanied Mr Bemba to the residence, and I was there.

As ambassador, I was there. After having spent a few minutes with President
Patassé, I told you yesterday that they went to Camp Béal because Patassé lived less
than a kilometre from Camp Béal. I'm sure there are people in this courtroom who
have been to Bangui and they know that that's the case: Patassé's residence was
roughly a kilometre from Camp Béal. It'snot far. We accompanied the Head of
State and Mr Bemba to Camp Béal, to go examine those two large suspicious vehicles
that had been retrieved after the rebellion. We went there and they examined the
two vehicles, and there were also some officers there who came along and who also
came to greet the President of the Republic and also they greeted Mr Bemba. And
then from there we took them back to the presidential villa.

That's when the Head of State gave orders to accompany Mr Bemba to PK12, and that
is indeed what happened. We accompanied him to PK12. He met with his soldiers.
He spoke French, and one of the NCOs translated into Lingala. Having discussed
with his soldiers, once he gave them some advice, I can repeat, I can repeat the exact
sentence that he stated. He spoke for about 15 minutes, as I said yesterday, and then

we escorted Mr Bemba to the riverbank and then he took the ferry to go back to the
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other side and we returned to the presidential residence. That is exactly what
occurred, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, you said today to the Prosecution that
you worked on turns, 48 hours per 48 hours. Is that possible that this trip of

Mr Bemba by plane, arriving at the airport, occurred when you were not on duty?
You worked on shifts of 48 hours. Is that possible that there had been another visit
of Mr Bemba to Mr Patassé at one point that you were not there and this visit

Mr Bemba came by plane, as the witness, the other witness, mentioned? Or it's not
possible?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Your Honour, thank you, thank you very much.
I cannot lie here before you. Before the events, Mr Bemba did come by plane. He
stayed at the airport.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We know that, waiting for his family. I'm talking
about a second time that the witness said he came to see President Patassé and he
came by plane. I'm talking about a possible second time. I'm not talking about
when Mr Bemba came to wait for his family.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Your Honour, I have told you here what I know.
As ambassador, I had a walkie-talkie and I followed the events directly. I'm not
certain when Mr Bemba came by plane to go see Mr Patassé. I know nothing about
that. Ididn't hear about it on the walkie-talkie. What I told you is what I know,
that is, he came once, we took him back to PK12, we took him back to the river bank
to take the ferry and he waited for his family. I'm not sure where his family came
from when he was at the airport, but when that occurred he picked up his family and
went back home, wherever that was. That's all I know, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Witness.
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Judge Aluoch.

JUDGE ALUOCH: Thank you, Mr Witness. I think in the course of giving your last
answers from page 31 you did actually clarify what I was going to ask you, because
when I read the testimony on pages 14 and 15 it was not clear to me, but I now read
page 31, lines 9 and 10, and it's clear that it is only Mr Bemba and not Mr Bemba and
President Patassé, according to you, who went to PK12 to meet the soldiers. That's
what I get from you, that President Patassé did not accompany Mr Bemba. I think
you have clarified it. Just confirm to me that that's your testimony, please?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I can confirm that President Patassé did not
accompany Mr Bemba to PK12. Mr Bemba went alone, or rather we took Bemba
alone to PK12, we escorted him, and once we finished at PK12 we escorted him back
to the river, near the ferry-boat.

JUDGE ALUOCH: Thank you. It was not clear earlier, but now it's clear that that's
your testimony.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you very much.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: That brings me another -- the need for another
follow-up question. You mentioned that, when Mr Bemba arrived, he arrived with
two bodyguards. Did these bodyguards go with Mr Bemba to PK12?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. It's been a long time.
You know, I think it's nine/ten years. As ambassador, I don't know whether on that
day those men went on board, if you will. There were three vehicles. There was
General Bombayake's vehicle, there was the four-by-four that transported Mr Bemba
and in the back the ambassador's vehicle. Ihad some soldiers at the back. Ibeg
your pardon, but I don't know exactly whether we took those soldiers to PK12 or

whether they waited at the residence. I'm very sorry. I don't remember that.
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: So it is possible, in your view, that Mr Bemba went
to PK12 without his bodyguards? This is what you are saying?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes. Well, what I'm saying is I don't remember
exactly. Idon't remember precisely. Idon't remember.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Judge Aluoch.

JUDGE ALUOCH: Mr Witness, just one last clarification. Now, Mr Bemba, the
position he held as at that time, would he normally be in a vehicle by himself without
any bodyguard?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Your Honour, you know, I have travelled a lot, a
lot in Asia, in Europe, in America, and when a President of the Republic sets foot in
another country, it is no longer his own bodyguards that accompany him. So

Mr Bemba arrived in the country (Redacted) who were to

provide his security until he went back, and that is what happened, your Honours.
JUDGE ALUOCH: Mr Witness, the reason I have asked that question is because the
testimony that was -- the transcript, the testimony from the transcript that Mr Zeneli
referred to, came from a witness who said (Redacted).

That's why I put that question to you.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Your Honour, that's alie. How can Mr Bemba
come to another country and it's his own soldiers who provide his security? I've
never seen such a thing. I've travelled a lot and I've never seen that. Mr Bemba
was under the protection of the ambassador's soldiers and General Bombayake until
he went back to the riverbank of the Ubangi River.

JUDGE ALUOCH: That is all from me.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We have a little bit more than five minutes left, so I

would suggest if it is agreeable to the parties and participants we could suspend now
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and start with the questioning by legal representatives at 11.25. Is that agreeable to
the parties and participants? So therefore --

(Trial Chamber confers)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We will suspend now and resume at the regular
time at 11.30.

I ask, please, court officer to turn into private session - into closed session, I'm
sorry - in order for the witness to be taken outside the courtroom. In the meantime,
we will suspend and resume at 11.30.

*(Closed session at 10.53 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.

(The witness stands down)

THE COURT OFFICER: All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.54 a.m.)

*(Upon resuming in closed session at 11.34 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session
THE COURT USHER: All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Welcome back.

Could, please, court usher bring the witness in.

(The witness enters the courtroom)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
(Open session at 11.36 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, welcome back.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your testimony?
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THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I'm ready, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: The legal representatives of victims were authorised by
the Chamber to put some questions to you and therefore I'll give the floor to Maitre
Douzima.

Maitre Douzima, please.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

QUESTIONED BY MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation)

Q. Good morning, Witness.

A.  Good morning.

Q. Witness, I'll introduce myself. Iam Marie-Edith Douzima Lawson. I'm from the
Central African Republic and I'm a lawyer and I belong to the Bar of the Central African
Republic, and in this particular trial I am representing a number of victims who have been
given leave to be participants in this trial. Your statements are of interest to the victims
that I represent who wish the truth to be known in this case and that is why I have asked
for leave to put a number of questions to you.

Witness, I'd like to draw your attention to the fact that I am from the Central African
Republic just as you are, but as I was saying a few moments ago, I am here representing
the victims so my questions are not for my information, I am asking for information for
the benefit of the Chamber. They are attempting to determine exactly what happened in
the Central African Republic between October 2002 and March 2003.  So just as you have
done with the Defence and the Prosecution, we ask you merely to answer my questions.
If you know something, please say so and tell us what you know, and if you don't know
something, you just have to say that you don't know, whatever it may be.

Of course, you and I will try and because we are speaking the same language to each

other, we shall try to respect the five-second golden rule so that the interpreters can
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translate what you and I are saying and, finally, I'd like to reassure you that just because
we are from the Central African Republic, this does not mean that we are going to disclose
what you say here because, after all, you enjoy protective measures. Everything you say
here shall remain within the courtroom. We have all sworn an oath and we are bound
by professional secrecy, by rules of confidentiality; have you understood?

A.  Yes.

Q. Thank you, Witness. Now, I was going to ask you what the rule of the USP is but
at the hearing of 17 October - reference, edited version, page 16, lines 7 to 9 - regarding the
mission of the Presidential Security Unit during the time of President Patassé, you replied
and you said that the mission of the USP was to ensure the safety and security of the Head
of State and of the institutions of the republic. (Redacted) protect the institutions of

the republic?

A. Thank you, Counsel. You see, in each African country, and in American countries
as well, there are always rules. For instance, in the Central African Republic, there was a
president of the republic, and he has his ministers, so each minister has his duties, his
functions.

Consequently, there is the Ministry of National Defence, and the armed forces receive
orders from the commander-in-chief, the supreme commander of the armed forces, and
there is one particular unit, one specific unit, that must ensure the protection of the Head
of State and the institutes of --

THE INTERPRETER: Correction, the institutions.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- of the Republic, and this was called the Presidential
Security Unit, or the Presidential Guard, or the Presidential Security; it's all the same unit.
You must realise that in Bangui, presidential security handles, first of all, the protection of

the Head of State, the Renaissance Palace, of the radio station. Our soldiers are
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everywhere. Central African Republic radio, all the way towards PK12, our soldiers are
stationed all along there. Towards Boali, we have soldiers as well, stationed in that area.
Sometimes our soldiers travel. For example, if the president wishes to go to a particular
province, or prefecture, members of the Presidential Security Unit go in advance, two or
three days before the President of the Republic actually comes.

Q.  Witness, if I've understood correctly, regarding the protection of the institutions of
the Republic, you are saying (Redacted) soldiers guard these institutions; is that correct?
A.  Yes, that's what I've told you. That's right.

Q. Witness --

A. If youdon't mind, Counsel, I'd like to add something? And as well we have a unit
that is called the Lightning Bolt Unit, and let us say the Central African Republic people in
Bangui, when they have problems in a neighbourhood, this unit intervenes rapidly. I
think you're familiar with that service. It's called the Lightning Bolt service, right by the
gendarmerie, Quebec Road. If something serious happens, they're the ones who go first
to secure the area. For example, if there's an accident, or if there's been fighting, or if
something bad has happened, they intervene before the police and the gendarmerie
arrive.

Q. Before we go on, Witness, I'd just like to remind you of something I said a few
moments ago. There's no point saying that, "Oh, you know ...", or -- but, as I was saying
earlier, the questions I am putting to you are for the benefit of the Court, and what's more
I may not be familiar with what you're talking about, so please don't think that when you
provide me with a reply that I already know certain things.

Now, Witness, your answer leads me to the following question: What is the role of the
FACA?

A.  Counsel, the FACA troops don't come under my orders. They are under the orders
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of the Ministry of National Defence. We do not have the same, how should I put this?
These are not the same units. Myself, as ambassador, well I think I've explained my
situation to you. I think you know where I work.

The national army takes orders directly from the Minister of National Defence and the
Chief of General Staff, and within the General Staff there are various units.
Consequently, if an event occurs somewhere in the country, it's the army that is supposed
to be deployed quickly if a serious event occurs in the country. Mainly the role of the
army is to go and secure the hinterland, the back country, if something serious occurs. I
don't know if I've answered your question?

Q.  Witness, now according to your explanations, isn't there some overlap between the
role played by the USP and the role played by the FACA, because they too ensure the
safety and security of the country?

A.  They too ensure the safety of the country, but within Bangui it is the Presidential
Security Unit that has the -- that has jurisdiction. They're the ones that ensure the safety
of Bangui.

Sometimes we have soldiers based in Boali. They are based in Boali, at PK12, at PK22.
Some members of the Presidential Security Unit work in those -- at those posts, but the
role of FACA is not to stay in Bangui. They go out and ensure the safety of the
hinterland. They have no role to play in the capital. Their role is to go out into the
provinces and ensure the safety of the hinterland. They are not allowed to stay in the
capital.

Q. Thank you, Witness. Is there some sort of legislation that provides for the role
played by the USP?

A.  Yes, Counsel, there already alwaysis. There is an order that has been issued

by the supreme authorities. The USP - the Presidential Security Unit - is not just a
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fewyearsold. Itold you yesterday, or the day before that, the ambassador worked (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

is a unit that has been around for a long time. Thank you.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Witness, now since you said that there is
legislation or a -- well, you spoke of a decree, an order. With the leave of the Court, I
would like -- the Chamber, rather, I would like to ask the court officer order 0063-0134.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Am I correct that is document 5 of Maitre Douzima's list
of documents?

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) It's number 6, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: In my list it's document 5, unless I'm wrong?

THE COURT OFFICER: Maitre Douzima, could you please confirm the level of
confidentiality?

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Itis a public document.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Douzima, could you please give the ERN number
of the document?

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) CAR-V20-0001-0134.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Then it's document 5 of your list.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Perhaps you do not have the updated list
of my documents?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: You can proceed. With the ERN number, that makes

life easier.
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MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) As ]I was saying a few moments ago, it's
CAR-V20-0001-0134.

Q.  Witness, could you please read the title of this order, beginning at the words
"Portant nomination"?

A. Counsel, I think was clear. I said that this unit has -- there was an official
government order. Isn't this -- is that not so?

Q. Witness, you don't even know what sort of question I'm going to be asking you,
after you read out this document.

A. Counsel, it's your job to read the document, not me. It's your job to read the
document to shed light on the matter for the public, or for the people here.

Q.  Witness, you are the witness and I would like you to read this so that, when I ask
you questions about this document, you will be fully familiar with it.

A.  Very well, I can help you. Idon't have my glasses with me. "Order number 00163
appointing to positions of responsibility within the Central African Republic Armed
Forces, Security unit responsible for the protection of the President of the Republic
(USCPPR)."

Q. Thank you, Witness. My questionis: Is this the exact title of the Presidential
Security Unit?

A.  Yes, Counsel, this is what I was just explaining to you. The Presidential Security
Unit is a unit within the national army. Now, since within Presidential Security, the USP,
there are soldiers from FACA who are assigned to the USP. There are people from the
gendarmerie who are assigned to the USP. There are people from the police who are
assigned to the USP. So it is a -- it is a unit that comes under national defence, but it is in
charge of the protection of the Head of State.

Q. Now, if you say that this is the official name of the USP, why then is it that reference
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is not made there to the protection of state institutions?

A. I'msorry, Counsel, butI don't think that every detail can be written down in one
document. Maybe you would have wished it to be that way, but unfortunately, on 15
March 2003, all that I had was taken away from me, all my documents. Everything I had,
I'lostit. They destroyed my home, my house and took everything away. Otherwise, I
would have been in position to give you some documents. Unfortunately, I do not have
them.

However, you can raise this question with anybody. There are documents which are
very clear on this point; namely, that the Presidential Security Unit is in charge of
providing protection and security for the Head of State and the institutions of the
republic.

Unfortunately, I don't have those documents with me. All my documents were taken
away during the crisis.

Q. Thank you, Witness. I also wanted to ask you who the commander of the USP was,
but at page 35, lines 17 to 18, on the hearing of the -- during the hearing of the 17th, you
said that Mr Bombayake was the leader of the USP; he was the general director of the USP.
Is that correct?

A.  Yes.

Q. What were his duties? What role did he play in that capacity?

A.  The Presidential Security Unit has a direct chief known as the DG, or the general
director of security, and at that time it was General Bombayake. He had a deputy who
was in charge of intelligence, Commander Ouandane, who unfortunately has just passed
away about a month ago. Commander Ouandane was the person in charge of
intelligence and he is the one who provided intelligence to the Head of State. Now,

General Bombayake was the overall commander of the security units. He is the one who
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gave orders. Some orders came from the Head of State, which he would then execute.
That was his role.

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Now, let me explain this to you. He was in charge of security as a whole, and within that
service he was in charge of security in general, and there was a unit, a service, which was
under the ambassador, and then there is other services as well. We had Eclaire (phon),
or the Lightning Bolt Service, or unit. We also had the Al Asad Unit, which was a joint
service of the police and the gendarmerie, and which conducted investigations. So there
were several services within the security department. There were also various sections
under the leadership of different individuals. I don't know whether that is clear enough.
Q. You've been very clear on that point, Witness, but let me now move to another line
of questioning regarding Bozizé's rebels. When Bozizé's rebels attempted to overthrow
Patassé's regime, who pushed them out? Who warded them off?

A. Ithank you, Counsel. Ithink I -- well, yesterday, I said that -- I said that the plot
against President Ange-Félix Patassé -- now, if I attempt to explain the whole thing to you,
I am sure that there are many -- there are people who were -- yesterday I told you that
President Patassé was challenged by Bozizé's rebels, and even before then Patassé had
asked Colonel Gaddatfi to send him some troops, and Colonel Gaddafi had accepted to do
so. He had sent some support, some troops, to President Patassé. So, this plot, at the
very beginning, it is the President of Chad who was helping Patassé, and then at some
point he was no longer able to support him because the plot had taken on more serious

dimensions.
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Now, for President Bozizé to be chased off, or chased away, during the first attempt,
Libyan forces were firing missiles, while other persons from the Presidential Guard
moved on the ground to chase Bozizé's rebels out of PK12. That is what happened.

Q.  According to you, the MLC troops arrived on 30 October 2002, transcript, edited
version, 19 October, page 3, line 2. So, I want to find out from you, before the arrival of
the MLC troops, who was it, in practical terms, that drove out Bozizé's soldiers?

A. Counsel, I think my answer was very clear: Libyan troops and part of the
Presidential Guard and allies who drove Bozizé out of PK12, because his base was at
PK12.

Q.  When they were driven out of PK12, where did they go?

A.  They took several vehicles and went on the Damara road towards Chad, to seek
refuge in Chad. As they drove away, and according to information available to me, they
took some hostages, and they forcibly took fuel from fuelling stations.

Q. Going by the intelligence available to you, which towns did they go to? Did they
just fall back directly to Chad, or did they pass through a number of Central African
towns?

A.  They fled towards Chad. They fled to the border with Chad. That is around Sido.
You see, they stopped at Kabo, and while there, the loyalist forces also drove them out.
Then they went to Sido, around Chad, and at that time President Bozizé was in
N'Djamena.

When I was on an official mission, at some point they showed me his residence, where he
used to stay. Iknow the city of N'Djamena, and all those who were his guards, I knew
all of them. I'm sorry, by the way, even when they were fleeing, some of President
Gaddafi's soldiers wanted to kill Bozizé, but Patassé said, "No." Categorically, he did not

want Bozizé to be killed, and I'm aware of that. Iknow that he refused to have Bozizé
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killed.

Q.  When the MLC troops arrived on 30 October, when the Libyans pushed the rebels
up to the border with Chad, what did the MLC troops do?

A. Counsel, what I am telling you about is things that happened before 27 October. 1
was talking to you about the first time, when Patassé's loyalist forces chased Patassé --
THE INTERPRETER: Says the witness.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- out of PK12, and they went towards Chad.

Now, on 27 October -- on 25 October, therefore, that is when Bozizé returned a second
time with his troops, and it is then that President Patassé was on a mission to the
Francophonie summit in Lebanon.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation)

Q.  Witness, you have just said that Bozizé's witnesses (sic) arrived on 25 October. Was
it in 20027

A.  Yes,indeed. They came in on 25 October 2002.

Q. Now, from 25 October 2002 'til 30 October 2002, that is the date on which the MLC
soldiers arrived, who fought them off during those five days?

A. Counsel, yesterday or the day before, I told you that the MLC troops arrived
between 30 October and/or 1 November. I cannot be very specific as to the date. I think
that was my testimony yesterday, or the day before.

Upon their arrival, some loyalist forces, that is loyalist or loyal to President Patassé, as
well as troops of the Presidential Security Unit and the driver of President Patassé, had a
protection unit with -- which was referred to as "The Fox," and I cannot tell you -- one
thing I know is that the president's driver was part of it, but I don't know whether they
were a special unit for the president. Ireally can't be more specific on that point, but The

Fox were loyalist troops who worked with the security forces and their brothers of the
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MLC to then fight off President Bozizé's troops to PK12, and it is from there that they
again fled towards Chad.

Q.  Witness, please listen to my questions very carefully. You said that Bozizé's troops
arrived on 25 October. Now, I want to find out from you, when they arrived on

25 October, who fought them off before the arrival of the MLC on 30 October or

1 November?

A. Thank you, Counsel. When Bozizé's troops arrived, they captured the 4th district,
the 8th district and part of Miskine neighbourhood. I think I gave those details
yesterday.

Now, when they came on the 27th, they took positions - they took up their positions - and
they were there until the MLC troops arrived. They were on the ground. They weren't
driven out. They were there. And, as I told you, part of the army moved away from
their normal duties and joined the rebel movement with President Bozizé, so the
presidential security, loyalist troops and their brothers from the MLC then came together
to push back Bozizé's troops towards PK12 and then later towards Chad.

Q.  When they arrived on 25 October, no one chased them out. It is only when the
MLC forces came in that Bozizé's troops were pushed out of Bangui to PK12 and then
from PK12 to the border with Chad. Is that your testimony?

A.  Counsel, I think I have been rather clear enough.

Q. Thank you, Witness. On 17 October, during the hearing, you stated that the MLC
troops were under the control of Central African authorities, including Deputy Chief of
Staff Mazi, General Director of Presidential Security Bombayake and Colonel Lengbe;
transcript reference 17 October, page 33 and 35 -- pages 33 and 35.

Now, Mr Witness, can you explain to the Court how all of this worked out, given that

Mr Bombayake was the director of presidential security while Mr Mazi was the, according
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to you, Deputy Chief of General Staff of the FACA? How did those two people and
Colonel Lengbe issue orders, or how did they control the MLC troops?

A. Thank you, Counsel. Itold you that, when the MLC troops arrived, they were
billeted at a military camp near Camp Béal. The name of that camp was the support
regiment camp. It is at that camp that the MLC troops were billeted.

Now, they were at a military camp and were therefore under the control of the Deputy
Chief of Staff and Colonel Lengbe. They also had contact with the director-general for
security. I do not know whether I should go any further, because those three officers
worked together and formed what could be referred to as a co-ordination body. They
were like co-ordinators.

Q.  Witness, if that is what you know, then we will move on to something else.

Now, Witness, I want to revisit the issue of the Bozizé troops, and I refer you to the
hearing of the 17th on page 28. This is what you said. You said that, "Amongst Bozizé's
soldiers, there were some Congolese who were referred to as shoe-shiners and who spoke
Lingala." You said that this was according to information that had become available to
you. Does this mean that you yourself you did not see them; that you did not see those
Congolese who were part of Bozizé's troops?

A. Counsel, my answers the day before yesterday were very clear. At that time I told
you that I had received specific information, or intelligence, to the effect that at PK5 there
were some young Congolese who had been recruited to fight with General Bozizé's troops.
They were not the only ones who had been recruited. Some Chadian mercenaries were
also recruited; mercenaries who used to live in Bangui. That is the information I
provided to the Court the day before yesterday. Following intelligence that was
available to me, I was aware that there were some young Congolese who had been

recruited into General Bozizé's forces, alongside some Chadian mercenaries.
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Q. Thank you, Mr President -- rather, Mr Witness. Now, talking about information or
intelligence, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that a Defence witness, a
Central African national, had been captured by Bozizé's rebels when they arrived on

25 October 2002. That witness talked to this Court about the composition of Bozizé's
rebel group. I am referring here to the transcript of 14 September 2012, page 36, lines 4 to
12.  This witness said that, yes, indeed there were some Chadians in that rebel group, but
he also said that some of the members were soldiers from the territorial defence unit, the
RDOT, which was located at PK11, and that General Bozizé had captured that area or had
taken them over before fleeing to Chad, so those soldiers lived in Boy-Rabé, Colombo and
Fouh and what have you.

Now, Witness, I want to point out to you that this witness, who had been captured by
Bozizé's rebels as they arrived on 25 October -- I want to point out to you that this witness
never made mention of any Congolese soldiers as being part of Bozizé's rebel group.
What is your reaction to that?

A.  You just mentioned, Counsel, that there were Chadian mercenaries. Ihave been
very clear. I stated that some FACA soldiers joined Bozizé. There were Chadian
mercenaries and young Congolese who were recruited. I said that very clearly, Counsel,
didn't I?

Now, I even forgot, I even forgot to mention, I forgot to mention, your Honour, I forgot to
tell you, Madam President, yesterday or the day before, that when Bozizé troops came

in -- well, I can only speak with your leave, your Honour.

Thank you. Now, immediately General Bozizé's troops came in, and I forgot to mention
this, they took one of President Patassé's advisers - one of President Patassé's
communication advisers - hostage. Now, with your leave, maybe in private session or I

could talk about this person now, I can mention his name?
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MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Witness, this is the person I'm referring to.
He testified in open session. I don't know whether the Presiding Judge will allow the
witness to mention his name, given that he testified in open session?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I would rather go into private session.

Court officer, please.

*(Private session at 12.28 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Your Honour, the person I was referring to, that is
the communications adviser to late President Ange-Félix Patassé, was Mr Prosper
N'Douba. He was captured and taken towards Chad. Well, I don't know exactly what
the rebels did to him, but maybe he is in a better position to explain exactly what
happened to him to the Court. He may have had a more detailed view of the positions of
these rebels towards Chad, so personally I would not know more than that.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation)

Q.  Witness, still at the hearing of the 17th, transcript page 48, line 26, you testified that
according to rumour Bemba's troops were accused of having committed crimes, and
Bozizé's troops are said to have committed crimes as well.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo appears to be anxious to say something.
MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) Ijust want to find out whether we must still remain in
closed session.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) We can go to open session.

(Open session at 12.30 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation)

Q.  Witness, I'm going to repeat my question: On the 17th, during our hearing, you
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stated that according to what you heard, Bemba's soldiers were accused that they had
done things, but also Bozizé's men as well were accused of having done things. You
stayed in the country for about two years before leaving the Central African Republic, and
I'd like to know whether during that period you were aware of any complaints on the part
of victims of atrocities committed, either by the MLC or by Bozizé's rebels.

A. Tomy knowledge, the complaints, the -- well, that took place after I left, after I had
left the country, when I left the country togoto Y. AsIsaid, Counsel, and I believe I was
clear, there were events that occurred, and one party accuses Bemba's men, the other party
accused Bozizé's men. Based on what I saw and I heard, I told you in public session
what I know. Iexplained all of that the day before yesterday, what I know, but as to
what I don't know, well, I simply cannot lie. It seems to me that it's clear.

Q.  Witness, my question is also very clear. According to the intelligence that you had,
did any individuals complain about the behaviour of either Bozizé's rebels or the MLC, on
the basis of what you heard and on the basis of what you stated on the 17th?

A.  Onthe 17th, I told you there were complaints. You know, whenever an event takes
place, there are rumours, all kinds of information going around. What I know as regards
President Bozizé, I explained it here. Asregards Bemba, I explained everything I knew.
What else do you want me to tell you? What else do you want me to add?

Q.  Well, this is the first time that I'm asking you this question. You told us about what
you had learned. You were very precise. You stated that you hadn't seen anything
yourself, but your intelligence people informed you that there had been atrocities on both
sides, on the part of the MLC soldiers as well as on the part of Bozizé's rebels. The
question here is, after March 15th, did you learn -- I'm referring to the period when you
remained in the Central African Republic, did you learn about any particular complaints

against either or -- either one or the other, or against both? That is my question, Witness.
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A. Thaven't the slightest idea who would have complained against the MLC or against
Bozizé's men. Ihaven't the slightest idea.

Q. Thank you, Witness. I see that you didn't see anything, you don't know exactly
what happened, and I thank you for your co-operation. Ihave no further questions,
Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much, Maitre Douzima.

I will now give the floor to Maitre Zarambaud, in order for Maitre Zarambaud to put the
questions authorised by the Chamber, and any follow-up questions, if necessary.

You have the floor, Maitre.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President, your Honours.
QUESTIONED BY MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation)

Q. Good morning, Mr Witness.

A.  Good morning, Counsel.

Q. Am going to introduce myself. My name is Maitre Zarambaud. Iam a member of
the Central African Republic Bar Association and here I am one of the two legal
representatives of victims alongside my colleague, Maitre Douzima Lawson. I'm going
to once again repeat the recommendations that have been stated to you already by the
Chamber and by the other counsel who have questioned you before me. In particular,
what we are saying here is being transcribed in French as well as in English and also
interpreted. And since the two of us speak French, obviously, you understand my
question immediately, you don't have to wait for a translation, and the same applies when
you answet, I don't have to wait for the translation of your answers so we might have a
tendency to respond too quickly. So please do remember to apply the five-second rule
before you respond.

In addition, given the fact that we are being interpreted and transcribed, we need to speak
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slowly so that the specialists can do their job, and this also -- I also need to remind you
that anything that could lead to your identification needs to be stated in private session.
So I'm now going to ask you a few questions that have been authorised by the Chamber.
I'm not going to ask the full list. Ihad a number of questions regarding the USP's
mission, questions relating to the composition and the number of USP members, but you
have already responded to those questions. Therefore, I'm not going to go back over
that.

I also had some questions about the institutions that USP was in charge of protecting.
Well, I'm not going to ask you the question as to whether or not USP participated in the
tighting because you've already answered that as well. For the benefit of the Chamber, I
will start right away with question 7. Did the director-general of the USP personally take
place in the fighting?

A. No, Counsel. The director of security did not participate in the fighting. He
stayed in Bangui to co-ordinate, to co-ordinate things.

Q. My next question is in relationship to what you've just stated. You said that the
director-general of the USP remained in Bangui to co-ordinate things. So here is my
question: At a given point in time, did the general director of the USP have the
responsibility of co-ordinating the actions of all of the loyalist forces? In other words,
either USP itself, the FACA, the MLC forces, and the militias that I'll come back to you
later, did he have the responsibility of co-ordinating all of those forces?

A.  Counsel, you know, yesterday and today I gave you some names. Those officers
worked together, and I stated that they were the ones who co-ordinated things, so they
communicated amongst each other. They communicated amongst each other in order to
carry out their mission. They communicated amongst each other.

Q. Thank you. You see, I'm asking that question because, in principle, USP was
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separate and reported directly to the Head of State. In fact, you've stated that, and had a
director-general at its head. But then there was also the FACA, the Central African
Armed Forces, who had a General Chief of Staff, so what I'm asking you is whether there
was co-operation between the two, or whether at a given point of time one or the other,
either the Chief of Staff or the director-general of USP, was asked to co-ordinate the action
of those two bodies, or whether it was a sort of agreement between them to co-ordinate
things, whereas each individual kept the control, so to speak, of their own unit? Havel
put it clearly to you?

A. Counsel, what I've said is that all of those people communicated amongst each other.
Now, as for the FACA, the late General Mazi, and Colonel Lengbe, reported directly to
their hierarchy; that is the General Chief of Staff, and sometimes they were also in direct
contact with their colleague, General Bombayake. They were in contact and Bombayake
also reported directly to the chief of state, to the Head of State.

The Deputy Chief of General Staff and the deputy reported to their hierarchy, and it was
the Chief of Staff who reported to the Head of State, and the deputies had to go through
Bombayake to report to the Head of State.

Q. Thank you. Iunderstand better. Thank you for that answer, which satisfies me
completely.

As regards the various forces, the various groups, could you give us the details of what
we refer to as "the loyalist forces"; that is aside from the MLC that we've already referred
to and also the FACA, the USP you've also mentioned, but it would appear that there
were other forces? In answering Maitre Douzima's questions, you referred to the
soldiers and the driver of the President of the Republic. Could you tell us about the
other militias other than that of the president's driver, if you can do that?

A. Counsel, I already stated here that the president's driver had set up The Fox, and
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during the events I don't know whether it was the President of the Republic who asked
him to do that, or whether those troops were to reinforce the security forces. Idon't
know. There was another group, General Miskine's militia, which came as well, as well
as -- well, they came to help President Patassé.

Q. Soyou've referred to the men with the driver. You've referred now to the Miskine
militia. Did they have war faring weapons?

A.  Counsel, you know that when events occur like that, Bozizé recruited civilians as
well and he gave weapons to them. On the Patassé's side as well there were militias who
had weapons on both sides. On both sides they had weapons. The Karako, the Miskine,
they all -- they had weapons on both sides. They recruited young people who joined
them and they had weapons. I was very clear about that, Counsel.

Q. Thank you. As regards these militia, have you heard about the Balawa and the
Karako?

A. Ibelieve that the day before yesterday I was very clear. I said when there was no
problem between General Bozizé and President Patassé, the Karako were on Patassé's side.
You know that the Boy-Rabé, Fouh, Gobongo, PK12, the 8th district, Combattant area, all
those neighbourhoods worked with Patassé, but -- and even President Bozizé had been
with the president, but as soon as the rebellion started, well, a number of groups joined
them. That's why indeed the militia -- some militia supported Patassé to drive out the
rebellion.

I don't understand. After all, we're talking here about a democratically-elected president.
What do you expect him to do? A man who has been elected by the Central African
people, someone comes in and attacks. Idon't understand. That person has to take the
necessary measures. He was attacked and that's why he asked Mr Bemba to come and

help him, and there were various militias - the loyalist militias - who helped him.
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Have I been clear? Have you understood what I'm saying, Counsel?

Q.  Witness, I've understood what you're saying. I'm not criticising President Patassé,
or supporting the fact that these militias existed and perhaps you're aware of my personal
opinion regarding the situation in the Central African Republic, but here my purpose is to
ask questions in order to enable the Chamber to understand these events. Whether or
not recruiting militia is legitimate, that's not my question. You've referred to the Karako
and you explained that before Bozizé's rebellion the Karako supported President Patassé,
so what you're saying is that the Karako existed before Bozizé's rebellion?

A.  The Karako group was set up before Bozizé's rebellion and they were based in
Boy-Rabé. I'm abitataloss. President Patassé, when he came to power, he was
attacked several times. In '96/'97, for two years he was the victim of attacks. 2001 again
he was attacked, and then in 2002/2003 again he was attacked. It's a very serious
situation. It wasn't a good thing. Everybody wanted to take power.

Q. Thank you, Witness. Again, I would like to reassure you I -- my questions are not
at all intended to represent one or the other opinion, be it negative or positive, regarding
the fact that President Patassé was attacked and the fact that he felt it was a good thing to
recruit militias. I'm not giving any value judgment on that matter. My questions are
merely intended to enable the Chamber to understand what forces were there, both on the
side of the rebellion and on the side of the democratically-elected president. You have
spoken about those militia. You didn't say anything about the Balawa, Witness?

A. Idon'treally know the Balawa. Aren't they the same as Miskine, Miskine's militia?
I think the Balawa are the same as Miskine. I think they were near Combattant and the
Karako were in the 4th district and Boy-Rabé areas.

Q. Thank you, Witness. Were you yourself present when the MLC troops arrived in

Bangui?

19.10.2012 Page 49



ICC-01/05-01/08-T-258-Red2-ENG CT WT 19-10-2012 50/60 SZ T

Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0057

*A.  Yes Counsel. I was clear when I told the court about the day on which the MLC
arrived in Bangui. (Redacted) I

was somewhere in town when I heard over the walky talky. I went to the river side myself
to see them. You know our brothers from the DRC also speak French. When I go there, I
greeted them and then thereafter entered my car and left. I did not maintain further
contact with them

*Q.  Yes indeed witness, you have already talked about those troops. You said that
some of them were in military uniforms while others were in civilian clothes. I will not
belabour that point. I just want to ask you whether there were any women and children
among those troops

THE INTERPRETER: The question was, "Were there any women and children amongst
those troops?"

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I did see some women, but I didn't see any
children. Isaw some women, but no children. A child cannot take a weapon to go off
towar. Idid see some women and some men, but I did not see any children.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation)

Q. Thank you, Witness. We are not speaking about principles here. We're speaking
about what you actually saw. We all know that it's illegal to steal and yet thefts do exist,
and even though enrolling children is against the law it does exist as well. So you said
there were no children. You told us you did see women. Did you see any women with
babies?

A. Idon'tknow. Ididn'tsee that. If there were women with babies, I didn't see them.
How could they come to fight with their children and what about their children's lives? I
mean, I didn't see. I'm very surprised. No, I didn't see. Ididn't see that.

Q. Thank you, Witness. That's a very important matter. If women were to come
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with their babies what about the lives of their children, but my task here is not to answer
such questions.

You've just stated that, when the MLC troops arrived, they were taken to the support
regiment. Did you learn about the occurrence of incidents at that regiment - that support
regiment - when the troops were stationed there?

A.  Yes. Oneday—itsbeenyears. Well, it's been nine years, almost ten years now, (Redacted)
(Redacted) go meet with our brothers from the

MLC. We went to pay them a courtesy visit, and afterwards, I went back to my place of
work. After, one of my staff said, "Ambassador, you've learned that the director of B2
was killed." And I said to him that I wasn't aware of that. And this person explained to
me that the director of intelligence of President Patassé was together with his colleagues.
He was -- he stayed right beside the UNDP building, perhaps 500 metres away from
Camp Béal. Soit's really -- it wasn't very far away at all. As soon as he explained this to
me, well, he said, "No, it's the MLC soldiers who killed him." And I said, "How did MLC
soldiers kill him?" And that was a serious problem. How could someone be with
fellow officers, comrades-in-arms, and say, "I'm just going to go home and have
something to eat quickly," and then die?

I couldn't understand it. That really surprises me. There must have been some kind of
little plot. There must have been some kind of plot. So ask the relevant officers at
Camp Béal to find out about this problem, but I was unable to tell you about the death of
this fine man, this director.

Q. Thank you. Now, according to statements made, this colonel that you've
mentioned had called for the gendarmerie to come and investigate. They came to the
camp, to the support regiment, and said he saw some signs of someone -- that someone

had been dragged along the ground, and that he found the director of intelligence who
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had been buried, and they were looking for the body when the MLC soldiers drove them
away. Have you heard of this?

A. Thave not heard about that, but the -- it would have been the competent authorities
at Camp Béal whose job it would have been to investigate this.

Q. Thank you, Witness. Now still regarding the support regiment, according to the
head of the CCOP, as soon as the MLC soldiers set up operations at the support regiment,
they looted everything to be found there: musical instruments; computers; tools used to
repair weapons; did you hear anything about such looting?

A.  Counsel, what happened within the Ministry of Defence, I couldn't know anything
about that. I'm not aware of that. I'm not aware of them stealing things, or looting.

I'm not aware of that.

Q. Ibeg your pardon, I'm asking you this question because since you were an
ambassador, I thought that you would have been at your post and you would have been
aware of a great many things. I see that that is not the case, but once again, let's stay with
the support regiment. At the support regiment, and once again talking about this colonel,
it was said that the MLC soldiers had stripped and molested 30 FACA members and
taken their weapons away from them, including two lieutenants, and they had to go and
palaver with them in order to gain their release, the release of these 30 CAR soldiers
whose clothes had been taken off, who had been molested and their weapons had been
taken away from them, and when they were found, they were found without clothing,
without weapons. Did you ever hear about such incident?

A. Twasnot told about such situation. It's just now that I learn of this. What did the
FACA troops do for the -- in order for the MLC troops to take their clothes off? There
were 30 FACA soldiers, you say? That's a serious matter. I think there must be

something here.
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Q. Ididn't want to get into the details because we legal representatives of victims do
not have a lot of time, but according to the information that was provided by the colonel,
it's because snipers had shot at some people and a soldier, an MLC soldier, had died, and
the colonel said that this sniper was one of Bozizé's men, and had also shot at President
Patassé's residence, but thanks to the Libyans he had been taken out. But in the eyes of
the MLC it was a betrayal, and to get back at them, they did what I've just told you about.
Those were the reasons given by the Colonel.

Now, if we could now turn our attention to PK12. Did you learn that at PK12, two CAR
soldiers who had gone to have a coffee had been stopped by MLC troops and they were
forced to take off their clothes, they were molested and their weapons were taken away
from them, and the colonel went with Colonel Mazi -- General --

THE INTERPRETER: Overlapping speakers.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation)

Q. He had to go and beg, that was the word used by the witness, he had to go and beg
the MLC troops to hand over these two soldiers. Did you ever hear about this incident?
A. No, Idid not hear about that, but you see, the two parties, well, they also did things
that were wrong. Those soldiers said to the MLC soldiers, what would they have said
for them to be forced to remove their clothing? No one was there. I'm telling you that
sometimes rumours in Bangui are false. People talk alot. People say all kinds of things.
Now, this story about the MLC soldiers forcing the FACA troops to take off their clothes,
there must be something to it. Perhaps they insulted them, or there must be something
behind all of this.

Q. Now, if I've understood your reply, you say there must have been something behind
all of this. Do you think it -- would it have been legitimate for them to molest these

soldiers, force them to take off their clothes, take their weapons away from them? Is that
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a normal military behaviour?

A.  Counsel, I realise you haven't understood me, according to this information that you
received. Iwas saying, well, I don't know what happened exactly during this event.
Why did the MLC soldiers undress FACA soldiers and what did the FACA soldiers say to
the MLC soldiers? Iwasn't there. Really, I don't know. It mightbe the truth, it might
be lies, I have no idea because I didn't see this with my own eyes.

Q. Thank you. Now, these events were reported by the head of the CCOP himself,
who co-ordinated the actions, so you think that it could be the truth or it could be a lie?
A. It might be true, it might be a lie. I'd like to tell you something. This young
colonel, a very competent fellow, he had a future, and, you know, when he was
co-ordinating activities amongst these soldiers, including the MLC, this poor colonel was
subject to intense pressure, I tell you, intense pressure, and this officer, this officer fled to
the Cameroon. IfI am lying, ask for explanations. I don't know whether you realise
that that officer fled and went to Cameroon.

When President Bozizé came and took power, this officer returned. He was subject to
pressure. It was very serious.

Q. Thank you, Witness. Indeed, I am aware of that. I know that that officer did take
refuge in a neighbouring country, and he gave some reasons but he did not mention
pressure. He said he could no longer bear people coming, allegedly, to help them but
instead undressed those soldiers, molested them and even tied them up.

Now you said, Witness, that since the MLC soldiers were stationed at the support
regiment, they thus took orders from the CAR officers, and you mentioned Mazi, Lengbe,
and Bombayake. That's what you said, isn't it?

A. It was clear, Counsel.

Q. Now, if they were taking orders from these three officers, did they have to obey the
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orders of those three military leaders?

A.  Counsel, I think I've been clear with the Court. When Mr Bemba spoke to his
soldiers -- well, I don't want to go back to that again. He gestured at General Bombayake
and Colonel Lengbe was there too. He said, "You owe respect to these authorities. You
owe respect to them," and he even gestured at Bombayake. "You owe them respect," so
they had to obey those authorities.

Q. I'veunderstood that, Witness. Mr Bemba said some things at PK12 and we have
heard varying accounts and you say that the soldiers had to obey and that is what he had
said, but what I want to know is did Colonel Moustapha, or other MLC leaders, obey the
orders of the three military leaders whom you named? In actual fact - in actual fact - did
Moustapha and the other MLC leaders obey the orders of Bombayake, Mazi and Lengbe?
A.  Yes, Colonel Moustapha obeyed their orders. There were some FACA people and
there were appointments and then there were some appointments given to the
presidential security people, or rather supplies, supplies of ammunition, clothing and so
on and so forth, but if there wasn't any co-ordination, so why was there a meeting with
President Patassé? General Mazi comes, Bombayake comes, Colonel Moustapha as well,
to contact the Head of State -- to be in contact with the Head of State.

Q. Thank you. That's your point of view. To my mind, if you receive certain
supplies, clothing or shoes, that's not what I would call obeying orders. In any event,
that's not what Colonel Lengbe thought. He said this. He said the following, transcript
182, page 42, as of line 10, starting at line 10, "To obtain the release of the soldiers who had
been tied up, weapons taken away from them, undressed and then I left with the brigade
commander to palaver with Moustapha. I got there and I called General Mazi. Isaid
T'm there' and he reached me. He joined me. I spoke with Moustapha and negotiated.

The soldiers were all tied up. 1said, 'No, these are soldiers who work together with us
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and this is the army headquarters and they are in the custom of coming here and having
coffee," and Moustapha said, 'No, no, no, they are spies, so there's no question of that.’
The Colonel concluded by saying, 'I didn't see any solution. I couldn't spend nearly all
my time going there. That was not my role, to go each and every day and beg. That
was no longer possible." So according to him, in actual fact those people did not obey
his orders?

A.  Counsel, you know, I wasn't at PK12 that day. I was saying I don't know whether
it was according to, or depending on what. Amongst the soldiers at Camp Béal, or
somewhere, there must have been some pawns of the rebellion, some pawns, or maybe
they did something wrong. Maybe they went and looked at the positions of the MLC
soldiers, or wanted to know what they were trying to do. That's why they had problems
with Moustapha's troops. Ireally don't know exactly what happened. Idon't know
exactly what happened, but if Colonel Lengbe told you that perhaps he saw that, but I
didn't see that.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Zarambaud, we have not more than five minutes,
even because of the tape, so I would kindly ask you to concentrate on the most important
remaining questions you still have, because the Chamber would like to conclude the
testimony of this witness today.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) I thank you, your Honour. I'm sorry that]I
don't have all the time that was allocated to me. I will just ask the witness about this.

Q. Now, what I'm talking about, these are very serious occurrences. We've heard
about soldiers being tied up, disobeying orders from the leaders who were co-ordinating
things, and you say you didn't know aboutit. So I must say you weren't aware of many
important events, even though according to your own statement you were an authority

yourself?
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A.  Counsel, I told you I was not aware of this problem. Whether it's true or not, well,
I wasn't aware.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Thank you, Witness. I find myself obliged to
end now.

Your Honour, in the future, if I have an hour, I do hope I actually am granted an hour.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Zarambaud, the Chamber has issued a decision
stating that legal representatives would have together two hours to question a witness.
Even because since legal representatives are the last one to put questions, many times the
questions have been already answered and so there is no need for repetition.

I can assure you that the two hours that would be provided by legal representatives
would expire in exactly four minutes, so we are not taking substantial time from legal
representatives.

Of course, the Chamber can be flexible. If you convince the Chamber that the remaining
questions you have are substantial for the interests of the victims you represent, we will
keep the witness during the weekend and we will ask him to come back on Monday
morning to continue.

My only recommendation was whether it's really necessary that we keep the witness for
two more days in The Hague, if you have only one or two more questions to put.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Notatall. Ileave it entirely up to you and your
handling of the hearing. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much, Maitre Zarambaud.

Maitre Kilolo, would you intend to redirect?

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) Not at all, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Therefore, Mr Witness, that concludes your testimony

before this Court.
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Before you leave the Court, Mr Witness, I would like on behalf of the Chamber to thank
you very much for the time and trouble you take to come to The Hague, to stay here for so
many days and to offer to give your evidence before this Chamber for so many hours.

In order for the Judges, Mr Witness, to find the truth, it is critical that witnesses such as
yourself are prepared to come and to give evidence to assist us in the relevant issues of the
case. We are aware that this may have been inconvenient for you, and therefore you
leave us with our thanks and we wish you have a very calm trip, travel, back to your
home country.

Before you leave, Mr Witness, I would like to ask you whether there is anything that you
would like to address to the Chamber? If you so wish, that's the opportunity. You have
the floor.

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Your Honour, I thank you very much. All the staff
here have been very kind to me. Really, I'm very happy. Ithank you and in legal terms
I don't know quite how to put it, but I thank you and all your colleagues. I thank the
Office of the Prosecutor. I thank the Defence team and the people representing the
accused. I thank all of you, and I thank very much the unit that takes care of witnesses.

I thank you, ma'am.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much, Mr Witness.

I ask, please, court officer to turn into closed session for the witness to be taken outside the
courtroom.

*(Closed session at 1.29 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.

(The witness is excused)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Can we turn into open session, please.

(Open session at 1.30 p.m.)
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THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I just want to thank very much the Prosecution team, the
legal representatives of victims, the Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. I
thank very much our interpreters, court reporters, our court officer, court usher. I wish
you all a nice weekend.

We will adjourn for today and resume on Monday at 9 in the morning, when we'll start
with the testimony of Defence Witness 64. The hearing is adjourned.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 1.31 p.m.)

CORRECTION REPORT

The Court Interpretation and Translation Section has made the following corrections

in the transcript:

*Page 50 line 1

“A. (No interpretation) ” is corrected by “A. Yes Counsel. I was clear when I told the
court about the day on which the MLC arrived in Bangui. (Redacted)

(Redacted) I was somewhere in town when I heard over

the walky talky. I went to the river side myself to see them. You know our brothers from
the DRC also speak French. When I go there, I greeted them and then thereafter entered
my car and left. I did not maintain further contact with them”

*Page 50 line 2

“Q.  (No interpretation)” is corrected by “Q.  Yes indeed witness, you have

already talked about those troops. You said that some of them were in military
uniforms while others were in civilian clothes. I will not belabour that point. I just

7

want to ask you whether there were any women and children among those troops’
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