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International Criminal Court1

Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 12

Situation:  Central African Republic3

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/084

Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and Judge Kuniko Ozaki5

Trial Hearing6

Wednesday, 17 October 20127

(The hearing starts in open session at 1.33 p.m.)8

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.9

The International Criminal Court is now in session.10

Please be seated.11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good afternoon.12

Could, please, court officer call the case.13

THE COURT OFFICER:  Thank you, Madam President.  Situation in the Central African14

Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, ICC-01/05-01/08.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you.16

I welcome the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims, Defence team,17

Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo.  Good afternoon and welcome to our interpreters, court18

reporters.19

We will start today with the testimony of Witness CAR-D04-PPPP-0057, called by Defence.20

Before that, I ask please, Prosecution, since I see new faces, to introduce the Prosecution21

team.22

MR ZENELI:   Thank you, Madam President.  For the Prosecution this afternoon we23

have in the team Massimo Scaliotti, trial lawyer; Eric Iverson, trial lawyer; Ms Horejah24

Bala-Gaye, associate trial lawyer; Lynette Kiprotich, trial support assistant; Sanyu Ndagire,25
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legal assistant; and myself, Shkelzen Zeneli, legal officer.1

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much.2

Before the witness is brought into the courtroom, the Chamber has an oral decision to3

deliver on the request for in-court protective measures for the witness.4

Court officer, could we please go into private session.5

*(Private session at 1.35 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session6

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, Madam President.7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much.8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

*(Closed session at 1.45 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session25
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THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in closed session, your Honours.1

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I ask please, court usher, to bring the witness in.2

(The witness enters the courtroom)3

WITNESS:  CAR-D04-PPPP-00574

(The witness speaks French)5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, we can turn into open session, please.6

(Open session at 1.48 p.m.)7

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.8

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good afternoon, Mr Witness. Mr Witness, can you hear9

me?10

THE WITNESS:  (No interpretation)11

THE INTERPRETER:  Message from the interpreters --12

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Madam President, I can hear you.13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good afternoon, Mr Witness.14

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Good afternoon, Madam President.  I had expressed15

the request to speak French, but if you prefer I can continue in Sango, but I had expressed16

the preference to speak in French.17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo, it appears that Defence had informed that18

the witness would testify in Sango, but the witness is saying that he prefers to testify in19

French.  What does the Defence have to say about that?20

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Madam President, it is true that it would be preferable to21

follow the preference of the witness.  We always spoke in French, but we thought that he22

might be more comfortable in his mother tongue, but if he himself prefers to speak French23

we have no problem with that.24

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, it's up to you to decide whether you prefer25
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to be questioned in Sango or in French?1

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Madam President, I prefer to speak French.2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  The headphones for the French channel, please.3

Mr Witness, can you hear me now in French?4

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, I can hear fine.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, there is somewhere in front of you a card6

with the wording of the oath.  Could you please be so kind in reading the oath for the7

record, please?8

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Thank you very much.  "Solemn undertaking:  I9

solemnly declare that I will speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth."10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.11

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, madam.12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  The oath means that you must give answers to the13

questions asked of you that are true and accurate to the best of your knowledge and14

belief.15

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, I've understood.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, as must have been explained to you by the17

Victims and Witnesses Unit during the familiarisation process, you will be questioned18

first by the Defence, then by the Prosecution and then by legal representatives of victims,19

if authorised to put questions to you, and finally the Defence may put some follow-up20

questions to you once more.21

As you know, the Chamber has put in place measures to protect your identity from the22

public and you will therefore be referred during the course of your testimony as23

"Mr Witness," or as "Witness 57".  Your voice and your image that are broadcast outside24

the courtroom are being distorted so that the public cannot identify you by your face, or25
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by your voice.1

In order, Mr Witness, to keep the protection of your identity from the public, it is2

important that during public sessions you don't give any information that could lead to3

your identification.  For instance, your name, name of family members, the position you4

occupied previously, people with whom you talked in private meetings, all this5

information can identify you and therefore, if you need to give this information, you let us6

know in advance and we will go into private session.  In private session you can feel free7

to speak because the public cannot hear what is said inside the courtroom.8

The Defence and the Prosecution and legal representatives and the Chamber as well will9

contribute to this protection, informing you or asking you whether it's necessary to go into10

private session.11

Do you understand the protective measures, Mr Witness?12

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, that was explained to me quite a lot.  I was13

informed of that issue.14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, as you can see, we speak different languages.15

For that reason we have interpreters in the courtroom and we have court reporters that16

provide the Chamber and the parties with real-time transcripts.  In order to allow them17

to do their job properly, it is important that you speak slower than normal, as I'm doing18

now.  We know that it may seem unnatural and it's likely that sometimes you start19

speeding up.  In that case, Mr Witness, I will have to interrupt you and ask you to slow20

down.  Please don't take offence.  This is just for practical reasons.21

Do you understand that, sir?22

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, I understand perfectly well.23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  And finally, Mr Witness, another practical rule is that24

after any question is put to you, before you start answering please wait five seconds,25
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count to five, in order to allow the interpreters to conclude the translation of the question.1

We call that "the five-seconds golden rule" and it is also very important in order to2

facilitate the interpreters' and court reporters' work.3

Is that fine with you, sir?4

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, I understand quite well.  I would also -- I would5

like to -- just a moment.  Well, there are some things that I am not to mention in public6

and according to the question I must ask you, Madam President, for permission to go into7

private session.  Is that it?8

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Of course, Mr Witness.9

Court officer, please turn into private session.10

*(Private session at 2.00 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session11

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Please, Mr Witness.13

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Yes.  I'm asking -- I'm waiting for the questions and14

I want to talk directly, but I'd like to speak directly in private session.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  We are in private session.  Private session means that16

the public cannot hear what you say.  Is that what you want?17

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Yes.  Yes, that's it.  I'm waiting for someone to ask18

me questions and then I will provide some explanations.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Yes, Maître Kilolo?20

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Your Honour, I have the impression there's some sort of21

misunderstanding.  I thought that the witness was just drawing your attention to the fact22

that, well, depending on the various questions put to you, he feels that he may not be able23

to give an answer and -- in public and so of his own initiative he will request to go into24

private session.  I think that's what he is trying to tell us.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I think you are right.  It was maybe my1

misunderstanding.  In any case, we were about to go into private session in order for the2

Chamber to address the witness.3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation) (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation) (Redacted)7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Now we can turn very briefly into open session, please.8

(Open session at 2.06 p.m.)9

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you.11

Mr Witness, now I'll give the floor to the Defence.  Maître Kilolo will start questioning12

you.13

Maître Kilolo, you have the floor.14

QUESTIONED BY MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)15

Q. Good afternoon, Witness.16

A.   Good afternoon, Counsel.17

Q.   I've already had an opportunity to meet you and once again I'll introduce myself.  I18

am Mr Aimé Kilolo, one of the Defence counsel of Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba.  I'm the person19

who will be putting questions to you on behalf of the Defence.  Do you understand?20

A.   Yes, I understand.21

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Your Honour, could we briefly go into private session?22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.23

*(Private session at 2.08 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session24

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.25
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MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)1

Q.   Witness, we are in private session and that means that we can speak freely.  Only2

the various people that you see here in this courtroom will be able to hear the questions3

and answers, but not the public.  Do you understand?4

A.   Yes, I understand.5

Q.   Let me reassure you as well that all the people here are bound by confidentiality6

provisions, and their professional commitments are such that they cannot disclose any7

information that is shared in the courtroom.8

Now, Witness - Mr Witness - could you please introduce yourself?9

A.   Yes, my name is (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

Q.   And what is your nationality?12

A.   I am from the Central African Republic and I also have (Redacted).13

Q.   What country are you currently living in?14

A. (Redacted)15

Q.   When did you leave the Central African Republic?16

A.   I left the Central African Republic in (Redacted).17

Q. (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

A. (Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

Q.   Were you a civilian, or were you part of the armed forces?22

A. (Redacted)23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître, sorry to interrupt you.24

Just because you and the witness speak the same language, it appears, Mr Witness, that25
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you forgot the five-seconds golden rule.  So I would ask you please, before you give your1

answer --2

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Sorry.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  It's normal.  As I said, it's normal that you start4

speeding up and that's why I'm interrupting you and I ask you not to take offence.  So it's5

just to remind you and Defence counsel.6

Maître Kilolo, you can proceed.7

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour, for that reminder.8

Q.   Indeed, Mr Witness, each time I put a question to you please wait five seconds9

before you answer, and I'll have to do the same thing when going in the other direction.10

Now, here is my question. (Redacted)11

A. (Redacted)12

Q. (Redacted)13

THE INTERPRETER:  Interpreter correction: (Redacted).14

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation) (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)19

Q. (Redacted)20

A. (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

Q. (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

A. (Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)9

Q. (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

A. (Redacted)15

Q. (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

A. (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

Q. (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

A.   Well, Counsel, if you don't mind, even if I can even mention military authorities?4

Q.   Yes, of course.  There's no problem with that.  You can give their names.  But if at5

one particular point you have any doubt, you can ask the Presiding Judge to go into6

private session to provide an answer and clarify matters, and then, while in private7

session, we can clear up the whole matter.  It goes without saying that I'll also be here to8

help you, but if at one particular time I think that you might mention a name that9

shouldn't be mentioned in public, I will ask to go into private session immediately.10

Would that be fine by you?11

A.   Yes, that would be fine.12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Maître Kilolo.13

Court officer, please turn into open session.14

(Open session at 2.19 p.m.)15

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.16

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)17

Q.   Witness, we are in open session now.  That means the public is listening, and it's18

important to avoid items of information, avoid mentioning items of information that19

might identify you.  My question is:  To your knowledge, what was the mission of the20

Presidential Security Unit under the regime of President Patassé?21

A.   Yes.  The mission of the Presidential Security Unit was to ensure the protection of22

the Head of State and the institutions of the republic.23

Q.   I'd like to focus on the situation in the Central African Republic, first of all in 200124

and then in 2002.  I'd like to begin, briefly, by asking you questions about 2001.  To your25
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knowledge, was there any particular event that was quite significant in the history of the1

CAR during that year, during 2001?2

A.   Yes.  In 2001 there was a military coup d’état.  It was on 28 May 2001.  That is3

when the coup took place.4

Q.   And exactly what happened?5

A.   In 2001 -- I'd like to ask the Presiding Judge if I could go into private session.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please.7

*(Private session at 2.22 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session8

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.9

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

You see, one group of people remained loyal to President Patassé. President Patassé saw7

that the situation was very serious and so he asked for assistance.  He asked Mr Bemba8

for help and, indeed, Mr Bemba did send him soldiers.  Mr Bemba sent him a number of9

soldiers to help him drive back these people who had attempted this coup d’état, and10

indeed that is what happened.11

Q.   I was going to suggest that we go back into open session so that I could continue12

asking you a number of questions about this attempted coup in 2001.  Would that be all13

right?14

A.   If you wish.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into open session.16

(Open session at 2.28 p.m.)17

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.18

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)19

Q.   Witness, when the MLC troops arrived in the Central African Republic at the time of20

this attempted coup in 2001, what happened in the town of Bangui?21

A.   That's a very important question.  If we could go into private session?22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, do you think that information you are23

giving in answering this question cannot be given in public session, because the question24

is on what happened in Bangui during the period of the coup d’état?  Are you sure that25
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we cannot have it in public session?1

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Yes, but I'm going to give the names of some2

authorities; higher authorities.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.4

*(Private session at 2.30 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session5

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.6

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Thank you for the question.  In 2001, when7

Mr Bemba's troops arrived in Bangui, they were placed under the authority of the national8

defence.  There was a Minister for Defence in place.  There was a Chief of Staff - a Chief9

of General Staff - in place, who took charge or took care of these troops.  I can give you10

the names of the authorities if you so desire, but if you don't I'll keep the names to myself?11

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)12

Q.   Please.  Please do, Mr Witness.13

A.   Can I mention the names?14

Q.   Yes.15

A.   At that time, the Minister of Defence was Mr Jean-Jacques Demafouth.  His code16

during the events was Tata Makunzi (phon).  The Chief of Staff was General Bozizé and17

his code-name was Akila (phon).  The other MLC official officers were Khaki (phon)18

1 -- Khaki 1, Khaki 2, Moto 1 and Moto 2.  They were thus placed under the authority of19

the national army of the Minister of Defence and of the Chief of General Staff.  They then20

went to the ground and manoeuvred towards the Ouango neighbourhood in Bangui.21

Q.   Witness, I would like to get you to understand that these things that you have just22

said could have been said in open session and that would not have been a difficulty to the23

extent that no one would have known that this information is coming from you.  Now,24

maybe you want us to proceed for a while in closed or private session so that you may25
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become familiar with this manner of proceeding and then we could revert to open1

session?2

A.   Yes, that is possible.3

Q.   What are you most comfortable with, Witness?  Do you want us to go into open4

session so that you can provide this entire story in open session, or would you like to5

work a little bit for a while in private session before we go into open session?6

A.   Well, if it is okay for me to mention the names of officials, then we can go into open7

session so that the public can follow our hearing.  Otherwise, there is no difficulty.  We8

continue in private session.9

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, it's just to explain to you that the rule is that10

we have public sessions.  The private sessions are supposed to be an exception and we11

can go into private session whenever it's necessary to protect your identity, or for instance12

the identity of family members of yours, or places where your family live, or you live.13

The fact that you mention names that are of public knowledge is not a problem, it can be14

done in public session, so the names of the chef d'état, the ministers, the commanders.15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted) Otherwise, we should continue18

in public session because this is the main principle of the proceedings.19

We will try again going into public session, but in any case, if you have any doubt, you20

just ask and we turn into private session 'til you are familiarised with the proceeding, as21

Maître Kilolo said.22

Court officer, please turn into open session.23

(Open session at 2.36 p.m.)24

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.25
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MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)1

Q.   Witness, once again we are in public or open session and I will put the question to2

you again.  Can you tell the Court how things unfolded in 2001 in the Central African3

Republic when the MLC troops arrived there?4

A.   In 2001, there was a coup d’état and the late President Patassé asked Mr Bemba to5

help him.  That is how it happened that MLC troops came to Bangui.  They were placed6

directly under the authority of the Ministry of National Defence.  The Minister for7

National Defence at the time was Mr Jean-Jacques Demafouth.  His Chief of General Staff8

was General Bozizé.  The MLC soldiers were under their orders.  They manoeuvred in9

Ouango neighbourhood and drove out our brothers who had carried out the coup d’état10

against President Patassé.11

Q.   Witness, how did you become aware of this information?12

A.   I am aware of these things because I saw them with my own eyes.  I saw the troops13

with my own eyes.  They were not under the control of security forces.  They were14

under the direct control of the General Staff.15

Q.   When you say that you saw them I can agree with you, but how did you get to know16

that they were under the orders or under the control of the General Staff of the Central17

African army?18

A.   Why would I not know that?  When neighbours or people come to help our19

country, I should be aware of that.  I had intelligence and information to that effect and20

people talked about it as well, and I even saw them with my own eyes.21

Q.   Do you have any information on the nature of the relations between the civilian22

population in Ouango in that area of conflict and the MLC troops?23

A.   The people of Ouango were satisfied.  They were all on the other side of the river24

and they were under the protection of the MLC.25
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Q.   What does that mean, exactly?1

A.   You see, it was at the time when the Ministry of the Defence and the MLC were2

mopping up the soldiers who were involved in the coup d’état.  It was at that time that3

the people - the inhabitants - fled to Zongo, and there were MLC troops in that part of the4

territory and so the inhabitants were under their protection.  You see, the president sent5

me with a helicopter and we were able to overfly the area to see the people in Ouango, in6

Zongo, while others were on the mountains.  And they were happy.  They were7

satisfied with the situation.8

Q.   Do you know why the civilians of Ouango neighbourhood fled to Zongo in the9

DRC?10

A.   Oh, I'm sorry, five seconds.  Well, you know, we're not talking about soldiers here.11

We're talking about civilians.  They were scared, they were frightened, they felt that they12

may be struck by bullets and, you know, that when there is a coup d’état, you have bullets13

flying all over the place.  That is why the people, all the inhabitants of Ouango, did not14

remain in their neighbourhood.  They fled to Zongo and to a number of hills.15

Q.   Do you know what happened to the inhabitants of the city who went to Zongo?16

A.   They were under the protection of the MLC.17

Q.   How did you become aware of that information at the time?18

A.   You know that there are informants who talk, who inform.  There are informants19

who always inform the President of the Republic.20

Q.   Do you think that we should move into private session so that you can provide the21

source of this information?22

A.   If you so wish.23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.24

*(Private session at 2.43 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session25
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THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.1

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)2

Q.   Witness, we're in private session.  Can you now tell us the source of your3

information; the information to the effect that the civilian inhabitants, or part of the4

Central African civilian inhabitants, went to seek refuge in Zongo in 2001?5

A. (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted) Many inhabitants had moved to8

Zongo.  Many of them were in Zongo under MLC protection. (Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted) to the effect that our inhabitants12

were fine on the other side of the river and that they were under the protection of the13

MLC, and that is it.14

Q.   Can we then return into public session?15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please can we turn into open session.16

(Open session at 2.46 p.m.)17

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.18

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)19

Q.   Witness, do you have any information regarding what happened to the soldiers who20

were behind that coup d’état in 2001?21

A.   Please kindly repeat your question.22

Q.   Do you have any information about what happened to the soldiers who were on the23

other side, that is of the rebellion, following the attempted coup d’état in 2001?  I'm24

referring here to the soldiers who supported the rebels, who were fighting on the side of25
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the rebels.  Do you know what happened to them?  Do you know where they went after1

the coup d’état, or the attempted coup d’état?2

A.   The soldiers who were involved in the coup d’état were chased off, chased away.3

Some went to the DRC, towards Zongo.  Some went towards Congo-Brazzaville and4

others still went by canoes to -- along the river.5

Q.   Do you know what happened to those who went to Zongo in 2001?6

A.   No, I do not know.7

Q.   Do you know who was the leader of the attempted coup d’état in 2001?8

A.   Yes.  The leader of the attempted coup d’état is late President André Kolingba.9

Q.   Do you know what happened to him after that attempted coup d’état?10

A.   Yes.  After the attempted coup d’état, late president -- the late president fled to11

Uganda.  He sought refuge in Uganda.12

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  I will now put a number of questions to you which will focus13

specifically on the year 2002.  To your knowledge, was there any significant event that14

happened in the Central African Republic in the year 2002?15

A.   Your Honour, Madam President, can we move into private session?16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.17

*(Private session at 2.50 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session18

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.19

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Yes, your Honour, Madam President. (Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, could we please turn back into open10

session.11

(Open session at 2.53 p.m.)12

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.13

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)14

Q.   Witness, we are in open session, and you may want to be more careful now and15

avoid mentioning any information that could lead to your being identified.  Now, can16

you tell us, as far as you know, why General Bozizé and his troops descended on Bangui17

on 25 October 2002?18

A.   General Bozizé and his troops descended on Bangui in order to perpetuate a coup19

d’état.  He wanted to be the President of the Republic.20

Q.   We are on 25 October 2002.  Can you tell us what happened exactly, how -- what21

really took place?22

A.   On 22, 25 October, rather, 2002, when President Bozizé and his troops entered23

Bangui, we had FACA troops at PK18 on the road to Damara.  They attacked them.24

There was a warrant officer who was there with his troops.  They arrived, attacked them,25
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and killed all of his troops.  Then they came to PK12 and fired gunshots, and then came1

through to Bangui from PK12 to Gobongo, through Fouh, 4th district, Boy-Rabé, and2

others went towards the airport while others remained in the 4th district, which they3

captured as well as the 8th district or 8th arrondissement.4

Some of their troops also went to the Marabena stadium in the 4th district, where they5

killed the nephew of late President Ange-Félix Patassé.  They killed him point blank.6

His friend who was with him, now, I don't know how many shots he received but he7

received a number of bullets in his thigh and was evacuated to France for medical8

attention.9

Q.   Do you remember the name of the president's nephew?10

A.   Yes.  The president's nephew's name was Ongakutu (phon) Charles, and the person11

who was struck by bullets in the thigh was known as Hervé Twaboyer (phon).12

Q.   Those two people, were they part of the soldiers who were in combat?13

A.   No, no, not at all.  They were in their vehicle and came under attack.  One was14

killed, while the other was shot in the leg.15

Q.   Can you give us the names of all the neighbourhoods that were occupied by General16

Bozizé' rebel troops from 25 October 2002?17

A.   President Bozizé's troops occupied the 4th district, or 4e arrondissement, Boy-Rabé,18

Fouh, Gobongo going towards PK12, and then the 4th district going towards the 8th19

district.  They also captured the 8th district.20

Q.   What was the most forward battle-front of the rebels from PK12 towards Bangui21

centre?22

A.   Could you please repeat your question?23

Q.   If one were to go from PK12, as General Bozizé's troops moved towards Bangui,24

what was the most remote area that they reached?25
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A. When Bozizé's troops captured the two districts, some wanted to head for the1

airport and capture it, but the troops at the airport warded them off.  They also wanted2

to go down towards the residence of President Patassé and then move to the palace, but3

the security forces stopped them.  At that time President Patassé was at the Palais de la4

Renaissance.  Since he had been informed of the situation, the security forces hurried and5

had him go back to his residence.6

Q.   Do you know how long General Bozizé's rebels occupied the various7

neighbourhoods; that is starting from PK12 all the way through the 4th district?8

A.   If I remember correctly, they -- it took five to six days, approximately.  Five to six9

days.10

Q.   During that period of five to six days, how was the resistance organised?11

A.   Well, you know, at that time I can tell you that there were 60 to 70 per cent of the12

army that supported Bozizé; that is most of the soldiers.  On Patassé's side there was his13

own security force and some loyalists who were from the FACA, that is the loyalist14

soldiers who joined the security, and then others in Camp Béal and in other regions.15

Q.   Do you know who belonged to the rebel troops of General Bozizé at that time?16

A.   Well, when Bozizé was Chief of Staff, he recruited a lot of his own men and in doing17

that his people followed him.  They joined forces with him.  And on Patassé's side you18

had the security forces and the loyalists and a few higher officers who co-ordinated the19

operations.20

Q.   Do you know where those rebel troops came from that were following General21

Bozizé?  What was their nationality?22

A.   Yes.  Sorry, I was a bit too quick.  I beg your pardon.  They were from -- they23

were Central African soldiers and young people from Boy-Rabé, Fouh, Bobo24

neighbourhoods, et cetera.  There were also mercenaries from Chad.  There were25
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mercenaries from Chad as well.  And amongst those soldiers there were also some1

Congolese, and the Congolese who came to Bangui we called them the cireur, and Bozizé2

recruited them as well.  He recruited them.  So, you see, there were Central Africans,3

Chadians and some Congolese.4

Q.   What languages did those different soldiers speak that were following General5

Bozizé?6

A.   They spoke Sango, some of them.  Others spoke the Chadian language.  Others7

spoke Lingala.8

Q.   Where do you -- where did you get that information?9

A.   Well, I had a position of responsibility and people knew me and informants gave me10

information as was necessary.11

Q.   Well, if you prefer we could go into private session if you think you would be able12

to give us the names of individuals, or to give us more precise information as to the source13

of the information you've just given to us; that is the origin of the -- General Bozizé's rebel14

forces.  Do you think you could give us names in order to identify your source of15

information as to the composition of General Bozizé's rebel forces?16

A.   You're asking me for names?  Well, they were soldiers I worked with.  We were all17

together and now everything's divided.  I still have intelligence.  Even amongst those18

who followed Bozizé, I sent out individuals to collect intelligence as well.19

Q.   What do you mean by that; you sent soldiers who were with General Bozizé?20

A.   No, I mean before they -- before they followed Bozizé, you know before that, we21

worked together.  Some of them were -- went out to gain intelligence.  Sometimes they22

would tell me directly.  They would tell the chief -- the director, the DGA.23

Q.   When you refer to the "DG" and the "DGA," could you give us a name24

corresponding to that abbreviation?25
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A.   Well, perhaps it would be preferable to go into private session and I can give you1

the names?2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.3

*(Private session at 3.10 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session4

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.5

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  The DG was General Bombayake and the DGA was6

the late Colonel Ouadal (phon).  He died recently.  It was through those two individuals7

that the President of the Republic obtained intelligence regarding these various events,8

and there was a person in charge of intelligence on the FACA side who also provided9

intelligence to the Head of State.  That's the way it worked.  We referred to them as "B2."10

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)11

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  Now, in more precise fashion, when you refer to the12

Congolese who were part of General Bozizé's troops, which Congo are you referring to?13

Which country are you talking about?14

A.   Well, you know, people want money.  It was the Congolese from the Democratic15

Republic of Congo to work, to find work.  You know, it was a border area and, when16

people want to make money, how can we not recruit them to go off to battle?  You know17

that in the Central African Republic there are a lot of Congolese; that is both from the DRC18

and from the Congo-Brazzaville.  The countries are very close and there are very many of19

them in the Central African Republic.  For that matter there are many people from Chad20

as well, and if they are unemployed they accept a job as a mercenary.  Obviously, they21

don't do it for free.  They're paid.22

Q.   Have you ever been to the DRC or to Congo-Brazzaville yourself?23

A.   Yes, I went there (Redacted).24

Q.   Could you tell us about (Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

A. (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

Q.   Witness, in order to be able to provide additional precision regarding the Congolese5

who were members of Bozizé's force, since we are now in private session could you tell us6

more precisely what your source of information is?  How did you actually learn that7

there were Congolese soldiers recruited amongst the ranks of Bozizé's rebels in 2002?8

A.   Well, I was saying that (Redacted), and they provided9

intelligence when they would come by.  We would talk amongst ourselves and they10

would say, "Well, there's this and there's that," and that's how we found out these things.11

Q.   Could you be so kind as to tell us exactly who (Redacted) who12

provided information to you?13

A.   I beg your pardon?  I can't tell you.  It's confidential.  I can't reveal their names.14

Q.   I understand perfectly well that you may have worries but again, I would like to15

reassure you, we are all bound by confidentiality here.  Whatever you say in this16

courtroom will never leave this courtroom.  Can you help the Chamber understand what17

your source of information is?  Give us at least some relevant information as to how you18

found out these things, so the Judges can understand what your source was that you19

learned that there were Congolese recruited in Bozizé's forces.20

A.   Counsel, I said a moment ago that I can't give the names, but I told you that there21

were many, many, many young Congolese.  They were shoe-shiners.  They22

weren't -- not all the Congolese were with the MLC.  Some of them wanted money.23

They weren't under the orders of the MLC.  They needed money and so they joined the24

rebellion.  This is the intelligence that we obtained.  I told you a moment ago that I25
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cannot give you their names.  I'm very sorry.1

Q.   Do you know where these young shoe-shiners, which neighbourhood they were2

recruited in?3

A.   It was close to Kilometre 5.  There were lots of young people from Chad, from the4

Congo, and that's where they were recruited.5

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Madam President, can we return to open session?6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  We will turn into open session.  Just in order to help the7

witness to understand the limits of identifying information, just as an example, the name8

of General Bombayake and other officials from CCOP, et cetera, have been already9

mentioned in public session so, in principle, there is no problem at all in mentioning their10

names because there is no implication in relation to your own security.11

Court officer, please turn into open session.12

(Open session at 3.18 p.m.)13

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.14

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)15

Q.   Witness, a moment ago you mentioned that there were young people, in addition to16

the former FACA members who followed General Bozizé's rebellion.  Can you tell us17

more about these young people?  Who exactly were they?18

A.   Well, before Bozizé launched the rebellion, there was a group called Karako, near19

Boy-Rabé, and during the events -- well, formerly they were with Patassé, and as soon as20

Bozizé's soldiers divided, they joined General Bozizé.  We called them the Karako.21

Q.   Were they soldiers?  Were they in the military?22

A.   They were young civilians.23

Q.   Earlier you told us that General Bozizé's troops occupied various different24

neighbourhoods in Bangui for a few days, and can you tell us what happened then?  In25
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other words, what were the circumstances that put an end to the occupation of these1

various neighbourhoods, after a number of days?2

A.   Yes.  General Bozizé's troops occupied the two districts for five to six days,3

approximately, and you know, the late President Ange-Félix Patassé was elected4

democratically.  He had been elected President of the Republic.  So he had been5

attacked by his former Chief of Staff, and that's why he asked for Mr Bemba's help.  He6

asked Mr Bemba to help him, and that is indeed what happened.  Mr Bemba accepted to7

help the President Patassé, who had been elected democratically.  And that's why8

between 30 October and 1 November, between 30 October and 1 November, that's when9

the MLC troops arrived, and the Central African Republic authorities welcomed them,10

and they were under the protection of the Minister of Defence.  They were billeted in the11

support -- with the support regiment in Bangui.  That's not very far from the Ministry of12

Defence, and that's where they were billeted, and they were under the authority of the13

Central African Republic authorities.  The Deputy Chief of Staff, General Mazi, who has14

just died, there was General Bombayake, who was the security DG, and there was Colonel15

Thierry Lengbe, so the MLC was under their control.16

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Your Honour, I believe it's now time for the break before17

we continue.18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Maître Kilolo.19

Mr Witness, we'll have a short break, half-an-hour break.  You can take some rest, take a20

cup of coffee or tea.  It's almost 3.30.  We will be back at 4 o'clock.21

I ask, please, the court officer to turn into closed session for the witness to be taken outside22

the courtroom.23

In the meantime, we'll suspend and resume at 4 o'clock.24

*(Closed session at 3.26 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session25
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THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in closed session, your Honours.1

(The witness stands down)2

THE COURT OFFICER:  All rise.3

(Recess taken at 3.27 p.m.)4

*(Upon resuming in closed session at 4.03 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session5

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.6

Please be seated.7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Welcome back.8

Court usher, please bring the witness in.9

(The witness enters the courtroom)10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into open session.11

(Open session at 4.04 p.m.)12

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, welcome back.14

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Good afternoon.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Are you ready to continue with your testimony, sir?16

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  I am -- yes, I am available to the Court.17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I will give the floor to the Defence.18

Maître Kilolo.19

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)20

Q.   Witness, a few moments ago before the break you specified that the MLC troops21

arrived in Bangui on 30 October 2002, or on 1 November.  Could you tell us the22

source of that information?23

A.   If you don't mind, I don't understand.  The source of what information?24

Could you refresh my memory?25
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Q.   How did you know that the MLC troops arrived in Bangui on 30 October 2002,1

or 1 November 2002?2

A.   I learned about that over the walkie-talkie and I went myself to the side of the3

river, alongside the river, to meet them.4

Q. Who else was there with you on the riverbank, as you waited for them?5

A.   That day I wasn't on duty.  There were two of us and it was the other fellow6

who was working.  I was resting, but I had my walkie-talkie with me and as soon as7

I heard, since I have a car I went to the bank of the river.  I saw them.  I even said8

"Hello" to them.  Others, some of them had weapons, were holding weapons, others9

didn't, and I also saw a few of them who had military uniforms.  The others didn't.10

And so from that the officers in charge collected them and had them housed or11

billeted at the support regiment.12

Q.   And do you know how their logistics were arranged, or managed?13

A.   They came under the responsibility of the President of the Republic.  It was the14

President of the Republic who was the supreme commander of the armed forces, so15

he gave orders to the Minister of Defence and the Minister of Defence passed on those16

orders to those reporting to him.  So the people who took care of the MLC soldiers17

were the three officers that I mentioned, whose names I gave earlier.  If you wish,18

I can give you those three names?19

Q.   Yes, go ahead.20

A.   Well, they came under the command of General -- the late General Mazi,21

General Bombayake and Colonel Lengbe.  It was Colonel Lengbe who had been22

designated co-ordinator, so in -- from a military point of view the CCO, namely the23

Operations Command Centre, they were the ones who co-ordinated everything and24

reported back to the Head of State.25
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Q.   How do you know this?1

A.   Well, I know. I was an official within that institution, so I know.2

Q.   But very specifically, you gave the names of three high-ranking officers of the3

CAR armed forces and you say that they were the ones who were managing the MLC4

troops when they arrived in the Central African Republic.  Could you help the5

Chamber understand exactly how you came to know this?  If necessary, we can go6

into private session and you can provide names.7

A.   Counsel, please repeat your question.8

Q.   How did you know that the MLC contingent came under the command and9

control of General Bombayake, Mazi and Lengbe?  How did you know that?10

A.   Yes.  Well, I'm telling you that the MLC soldiers came under the orders of the11

Central African Republic authority, because we housed them, we billeted them in a12

military camp, namely the support regiment, not far from the Ministry of Defence,13

Camp Béal.  That is where they were billeted.  They were given new uniforms, they14

were given weapons and they were given ammunition.  What's more, they also got15

the PGA that General Bombayake took care of and he gave that to their officials.16

Q.   And what is the PGA?17

A.   The PGA is the money that is given to soldiers either when they're in the field,18

or they want to go on mission for a month, two months, three months, so it is called19

the comprehensive subsistence allowance; namely, the money that is given to the20

soldier in the field, or the money is given to the soldier's superior and that money is to21

be used to buy food or provide for other requirements, other necessities.22

Q.   Now, do you know how the MLC soldiers travelled about Bangui, what means23

of transport?24

A.   They had military vehicles and actually, they even requisitioned vehicles from25
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the ministry so that they could travel about.1

Q.   Who did the military vehicles belong to?2

A.   The Ministry of Defence owned the vehicles, and also the security people.3

Vehicles were taken from them as well.4

Q.   So when the MLC troops arrived on 30 October, or on 1 November 2002, what5

other units were present on Patassé's side at that time?6

A.   Yes, the soldiers supporting the late President Patassé were soldiers belonging7

to the security forces, a few related soldiers and, well, his driver also had some8

soldiers, some other soldiers who beefed up the security of -- the presidential security.9

There was also General Miskine's men, who also were supporters of President10

Patassé.11

Q.   And what was the name of this driver who also had a number of soldiers12

supporting President Patassé?13

A.   Mr N'Doubabe Victor was his name.  He was killed on the same day that they14

came back in and they took power on 15 March 2003.15

THE INTERPRETER:  Interpreter correction:  The witness made mention of Fox16

soldiers, F-O-X.17

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)18

Q.   Now, the MLC detachment that came to the Central African Republic, did they19

have a leader of some kind who was with them in Bangui?20

A.   Yes, they had a leader.  His name -- his name was General -- I'm sorry, if you21

could just wait while I try to remember his name.  I'm sorry, I can't remember his22

name right now.  I don't remember.23

Q.   Witness, while you're trying to remember, I'll continue with my questions.24

Please don't hesitate to interrupt me if that name does come back, unless you wish to25
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describe the person physically?  My question is as follows:  When the MLC1

detachment arrived on 30 October, how did things work out with the other units that2

were on the field?  How were the troops deployed in the field?3

A.   You must realise I've said that there were various security people, Fox soldiers4

and Miskine's soldiers.  They came together and formed a common front.  They5

went into the field.  Well, the tactics that they used, well, it wasn't for me.  I was in6

Bangui.  I don't know what tactics they used to go into the field, but they were often7

together.  According to the intelligence that I received, they were always together.8

Q.   According to your information, did the MLC contingent have communication9

devices of any kind?10

A.   Yes, in Bangui they had -- from Bangui to PK12, moving towards -- moving11

ahead, they used walkie-talkies.  After that point, it was difficult to monitor the12

events, but they used Thuraya devices to report directly to the authorities in question13

who were monitoring them as they moved in the field.14

Q.   Who were those authorities?15

A.   The ones I mentioned earlier.  The three people I mentioned earlier.16

Q.   Now, you're telling us that once they had moved past PK12, it was difficult to17

know what was going on.  What do you mean exactly by that?18

A.   Well, you see, the walkie-talkies only have a certain range.  Beyond 10019

kilometres, you can't receive the signal, so that's why they used the Thurayas.20

Q.   In very practical terms, could you tell us about the frequencies that were used21

by the troops who were in the field at that time?22

A.   I don't know what frequencies they used, but they had Thurayas and they23

reported directly to the relevant authorities.  They reported directly to the relevant24

authorities.25
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Q.   Could you tell us, throughout the course of all these operations from the centre1

of Bangui to PK12, who had access to the communication systems used by the MLC?2

A.   From Bangui to PK12, they used walkie-talkies.  That's what I've been telling3

you.  They used walkie-talkies and then Motorolas -- and Motorolas.  Beyond PK12,4

moving forward, they used Thurayas; Thuraya devices.5

Q.   Well, if we focus just on the period or, correction, the area from Bangui to PK12,6

when they were using the walkie-talkies, do you know which authorities had access7

to the communications systems that the MLC troops were using who could hear their8

conversations?9

A.   Yes, during the operations they reported directly to the Director-General of10

Security and the co-ordinator, General Mazi and Colonel Thierry Lengbe.11

Q.   In very practical terms about this aspect of things, how did you know that?12

Since they weren't reporting to you directly, how did you learn that they were13

reporting to those three authorities?14

A.   I'm in a bit of a hurry.  I'm sorry for replying so quickly.  There are at least15

five channels on the Motorola, 1 to 5, and we heard them.  We, the responsible16

officials, we had those devices, so we heard.  They were moving about and we17

listened, but beyond that point we didn't -- we couldn't hear them any more, and they18

used Thurayas then and we couldn't hear them past that.19

Q.   During that point in time when they were at PK12 and you were listening to20

them, or hearing, what did you hear exactly?  Do you remember anything that you21

could tell the Chamber about?22

A.   Yes, as they were moving forward, they would announce directly to the23

responsible officials until they arrived at PK12.  As they were moving, they would24

report back to the relevant authorities.25
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Q.   Now, when they changed communication devices, once they were past PK12, at1

that time which authorities had access to the communications with them once they2

started to use the Thuraya devices?3

A.   You see, it was all very complicated.  At PK12 -- if you don't mind, I beg your4

pardon.  You see, it's been nine years.  I don't know the exact date, the exact date of5

Mr Bemba's coming to Bangui.  It was nine years ago.  I no longer remember the6

exact date, but one day Mr Bemba came from the other side of the river.  He came7

from Zongo and he came to pay a visit to President Patassé.  I was at the residence8

and President Patassé gave the order, and he had a four-by-four vehicle.  It was grey9

in colour.  It was President Patassé's armoured vehicle, a four-by-four, grey.  He10

gave the order to go and fetch Mr Bemba, and that was done.  So they went.11

Mr Bemba crossed over on the ferry-boat.  He came from the other side.  He arrived12

in Bangui, they went and got him and they brought him to the residence.13

He spoke with President Patassé.14

When the soldiers supporting Patassé drove out General Bozizé and his soldiers at15

PK12, they abandoned two large vehicles filled with all kinds of materials and he16

gave the order to go and bring back the vehicles to Camp Béal to the Ministry of17

National Defence.  Once Mr Bemba had arrived, President Patassé said to him to go18

with him to the Ministry of National Defence and see the two vehicles, these19

suspicious vehicles full of all sorts of materials, and so Mr Bemba went with the20

President of the Republic.21

They went to Camp Béal.  They saw the two vehicles and the responsible officers22

were also there.  Colonel Lengbe and others were there.  They greeted Mr Bemba23

and President Patassé and then we returned to the presidential residence.  At the24

president's residence, the president ordered the ambassador, you understand the25
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ambassador, and General Bombayake to escort Mr Bemba to PK12 and that was done.1

The ambassador was there.  We went with Mr Bemba to PK12.  We got there, the2

troops were in place, and Mr Bemba gave them some advice.  Mr Bemba told his3

troops the following:  "You have come to help the people of the Central African4

Republic because they have some problems.  You must obey all the authorities under5

whose orders you are here.  You must respect them and abstain from misconduct."6

After providing that advice to his troops, the ambassador, Bombayake and the others,7

we went or we accompanied Mr Bemba to the bank of the river and he crossed over in8

a ferry to the DRC.  That is what happened.9

Q.   Witness, when Mr Bemba asked his troops to obey the authorities, which10

authorities was he referring to?11

A.   On that day General Bombayake was there and he said, "You should obey him."12

Colonel Thierry Lengbe was also there and he was present at that event, so Mr Bemba13

was asking his troops to obey those competent authorities, such as General14

Bombayake and Colonel Lengbe, because they were the ones co-ordinating the15

activities.16

Q.   As far as you know, how many times did Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba come to Bangui17

during the period of the conflict; to be specific, that is between October 2002 and18

March 2003?19

A.   I do recall clearly that Mr Bemba came only once during the events when we20

went along with him to PK12 and then took him back to the bank of the river.  Only21

once.22

Q. (Redacted)23

A. (Redacted)24

Q. (Redacted)25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.1

*(Private session at 4.36 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session2

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) (Redacted)6

Q. (Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

A. (Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

Q. (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

A. (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

Q. (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

A. (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

Q.   Now, if we were to speak only about the four-by-four vehicle that took7

Mr Bemba, how many people were in that vehicle, in a nutshell?8

A.   It was an armoured four-by-four vehicle for the President of the Republic.9

Only Mr Bemba was in that vehicle alone, a driver and the aide-de-camp.10

Q.   Do you know to which branch of the army the aide-de-camp belonged?11

A.   No, he was within the services of the ambassador.12

Q.   What about Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba's bodyguards?  Did he have bodyguards13

himself and did those bodyguards go with him?14

A.   He must have had some bodyguards, but I don't know their names.  I did not15

know their names.16

Q.   Now, who was in charge of Mr Bemba's security during that stay in Bangui?17

A.   He was there only for a few hours.  He was not there for the whole day, just a18

few hours.  After he met the president, then we -- or rather they went to Camp Béal19

and then to PK12.  It must have lasted three to four hours, so he was not there for the20

whole day.21

Q.   Now, to be more specific, how much time did he spend at PK12?22

A.   Not much time.  Ten to 15 minutes.  Not much time.  Ten to 15 minutes, at23

which time he gave advice to his troops and then he was taken to the banks of the24

river.25
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MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Can we return to open session?1

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn back into open session.2

(Open session at 4.44 p.m.)3

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.4

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)5

Q.   Witness, when Mr Bemba got to President Patassé's residence in 2002, did his6

bodyguards enter the residence of the president with him; that is did they enter7

President Patassé's residence with Mr Bemba?8

A. No, they did not enter the residence with him.  They remained outside with the9

other soldiers.10

Q.   Between the president's -- President Patassé's residence and PK12, along that11

itinerary did you notice anything special, or any special occurrence?12

A.   What do you mean, Counsel, by "special occurrence"?13

Q.   Things like dead bodies along the road as you drove along, or as you went14

along.15

A.   I never saw a single dead body along the road, never.16

Q.   I'm talking here about the segment between President Patassé's house and PK12.17

Now, what about the other stretches that were covered by Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba18

during his stay in Bangui?19

A.   I've told you that from President Patassé's residence to PK12, there was no dead20

body along the road.  Now, from President Patassé's residence, to go in that direction, the21

rebels were not on that side of the town.  They were on the other side of PK12.22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

Q. (Redacted) when they left PK12, where did25
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Mr Bemba go immediately after leaving from PK12?1

A.   I've already said that, when he left PK12, the ambassador and General2

Bombayake accompanied Mr Bemba to the riverbank of the River Ubangi.  In fact,3

they accompanied him right to the ferry.4

Q.   According to some information, when Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba left PK12, he went5

through a check-point to another area.  Does that tally with the information you6

have?7

A.   Well, we have to be coherent and consistent in what we say.  I am speaking8

here under oath.  When we got to PK12 and the advice was given, we did not go to9

the residence.  We went straight to the river, to the banks of the River Ubangi, to take10

the ferry and cross to the other -- cross over to the other side.11

Q.   During the period of the 2002 conflict, would it have been possible for12

Mr Bemba to come to the Central African Republic (Redacted)?13

A.   I have already told you that Bemba came to Bangui only once.  The14

ambassador is an official.  He was an official.  How could Mr Bemba have come to15

Bangui without the ambassador being aware of it?16

Q.   According to some information, Mr Bemba is said to have gone as far as17

Damara during the time of the conflict.18

A.   No, those are lies.  Those are lies.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo, if you will allow me.  Yesterday,20

during the questioning of the previous witness, when Mr Bifwoli put some questions21

to the witness saying that, according to some information, Mr Haynes was on his feet22

saying that this information, the source or the reference, should be given.  So -- and if23

we are to follow equity, when you mention that "according to some information," you24

should as well give the reference of the information.  Same rules.  Same rules for25
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both parties.1

OTP.2

MR ZENELI:  Thank you, Madam President.  We are taking note of the fact that we3

have been advised not to interrupt as much as possible, and I simply wanted to echo4

the Madam President's concern, because it's not the first time that counsel is not5

providing sources of the evidence and information cited, and on top of that, the6

Prosecution also would like to note for the record that the counsel is leading the7

witness during its examination-in-chief; namely - I would only mention the last8

example - when he was asking about any -- if you allow me, your Honours, I would9

like to find the exact reference.  When he asked the witness about what he observed10

during the road from the president's palace to PK12 and he specifies "things like dead11

bodies along the road as you drove along," or "as you were going along," which is12

very much leading a question.  So we would like that to stop during the13

examination-in-chief, as well as of course echoing your concern that we get references14

to all the evidence and information.15

Thank you, Madam President.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Mr Zeneli.  We -- your concerns are17

now on the record and, again, I would like to remind Maître Kilolo that the rules are18

for both parties in the proceedings, so next time you want to refer to some19

information, please, you are supposed to give the reference of the information.20

You can continue.21

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Thank, you Madam President.  The references will22

be provided as soon as possible through the legal assistant, because the reference may23

not directly concern the witness, but I could also say that Madam Kneuer when she24

examined previous witnesses also used the same format "according to some25
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information."  So, well, I guess that if the Prosecution were coherent, they would1

know what their case is, they would know that they brought witnesses here who2

claim that Mr Bemba went to Damara, they would know that they called witnesses3

who claimed that Mr Bemba on the way, along the way --4

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître.  Sustained.  I don't think it's convenient5

that you just open for the information that was given by other witnesses in front of6

the witness to whom probably you are going to direct questions in the very same7

sense.  This is leading.  It's not a very, very proper way of leading questions, of8

preparing for leading questions.  Maître Kilolo, I ask for your attention for that,9

please.10

Is there anything else you want to say, Mr Zeneli?11

MR ZENELI:  Thank you, Madam President.  I simply do not want to turn this into12

a debate with learned colleague, but the Prosecution is aware of its case.  What we're13

simply asking is references to evidence and information, as Prosecution has always14

done and will continue to do so.  It's inappropriate.  I think that at this stage the15

counsel makes, for lack of a better phrasing, allegations towards what the Prosecution16

has always followed, which is the proper procedure.  We have always been careful17

with citing the evidence and giving the relevant information with the references.18

Thank you, Madam President.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo, let's leave the debate apart and20

proceed with the questioning of the witness, please.21

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, Madam President.  I am almost done22

with the examination of this witness and that is why I wanted to reply briefly to what23

the Prosecutor was saying.  In any event, we will provide the references as soon as24

possible, but I could also tell you that we are referring to the statement of25
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Witness -- or, rather, the testimony of Witness 0D13 (sic).1

Q.   And so, Witness, I would like to find out from you -- before we conclude in the2

next hour or so, I would like to find out from you about or regarding the leader of the3

MLC contingent who came to the Central African Republic with his contingent.4

Would you know whether that leader met other authorities within the structure or5

hierarchy of the Central African Republic, apart from the three authorities whom6

you've already mentioned?7

A.   Yes, I saw that officer on three occasions.  Three times I saw him at meetings8

with the Central African authorities and the President of the Republic.9

Q. Did you have any idea or are you aware of the nature of those meetings?10

A.   You know, I did not have access or the right to.  It was not my job.  It was a11

matter for the President of the Republic and the competent authorities.  They were12

the ones who talked about what they had to do.  It was none of my business.  It was13

a matter for the President of the Republic and the relevant competent authorities.14

Q.   Do you know the location at which those meetings took place?15

A.   The meetings took place at the residence of the Head of State.16

Q.   Do you remember the names of the other officials or figures of authority who17

attended those meetings?18

A.   A short while ago I gave you the list of the names of the authorities who took19

care or who attended to the MLC people.  They are the ones who were summoned20

by the president to have discussions on these matters.21

Q.   Very well, Witness.  I would now like to discuss with you the issue relating to22

the presence of General Bozizé's forces between 25 and 30 October, their presence in23

various neighbourhoods in Bangui, that is between the 4th district and beyond -- up24

to and beyond PK12.  Do you have any information regarding what may have25
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happened during that five to six day period when Bozizé's rebels occupied those1

various neighbourhoods?2

A.   Yes.  You know, the capital city Bangui is a city full of rumours.  Everybody3

knows everything.  Everybody talks about everything.  Even if it isn't true, people4

say it's true, and times the truth is in fact the opposite.  I wasn't there out in the field5

but, based on what I heard, based on what I heard, sometimes they accused6

Mr Bemba's soldiers, they said they did this, that, and on the other side they said that7

it was Mr Patassé's men who committed certain acts.  I didn't say anything.  I'm8

telling you what I heard, the way that everybody did at the time.  They said Bozizé's9

men stole things from the stores, they used force to do so.  I was -- I heard10

accusations against the MLC as well, but I did not see these things myself, so this is11

based on what people said, public rumour.  That's what I can say to that.12

Q. (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

A. (Redacted)15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)16

*(Private session at 5.02 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session17

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.18

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-256-Red-ENG WT 17-10-2012 46/62 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-256-Red2-ENG WT 17-10-2012 46/62 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0057

17.10.2012 Page 47

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Page 47 redacted13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-256-Red-ENG WT 17-10-2012 47/62 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-256-Red2-ENG WT 17-10-2012 47/62 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0057

17.10.2012 Page 48

(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Can we return to open session, Madam President?2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please.3

(Open session at 5.13 p.m.)4

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.5

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)6

Q.   Witness, I would like to complete this examination-in-chief, but before, for7

reasons of clarification.  Without mentioning his name, the officer who said "We did8

a lot of bad things.  We killed.  We raped," when he said "we," "We did those9

things," who was he referring to when he said "we"?  Who committed those crimes?10

A.   Well, the officer was clear.  When he said "we," he meant himself and his11

colleagues; that is the members of the rebellion.  He and his colleagues.  When he12

says "we" he wasn't alone, there were many of them, many of them who committed13

those atrocities, and at a certain point in time those men who had freed the area died.14

Q.   Did he tell you when those atrocities were committed, or exactly where?15

A.   No, he mentioned -- he said collectively out in the field and he said, "If we're16

here today, it's thanks to God."  It was -- he told me what had happened out in the17

field and, according to the explanations that I gave you a moment ago.18

Unfortunately, he has died since, so I'm not going to lie on his behalf.19

Q.   The actual perpetrators of these crimes that this officer was referring to, who20

exactly were they?  Which rebellion?21

A.   It was on General Bozizé's side.  He was part of Bozizé's rebellion.22

Q.   To conclude, Witness, you see here in this courtroom that there are two parties23

on the left-hand side.  This is the Defence on your right-hand side.  It is the Office of24

the Prosecutor and there are also other participants; that is the legal participants of the25
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alleged victims who are in the second row to your right.  My question is as follows:1

Other than the contacts that you've had with the Defence, did you have any contact2

with any other party or participant in this case; that is the Prosecutor against3

Jean-Pierre Bemba?4

A.   Yes.  No, I didn't have any contact with anybody.  You know, I left the country for5

reasons of my own security.  I left the country for my own security, so I really can't say6

just anything.  I -- you know, here in Europe everybody is afraid of their shadow.7

You're not going to trust just anybody.  So before I came here the only person that I8

spoke to, that I explained things to, was my wife.  I told my wife I was going on a9

mission and I will be back. (Redacted)10

(Redacted) That's what I told11

my family.  I did not speak to anyone, and I don't trust anyone and I don't want to have12

any contact with other Africans.  I just am not going to trust anyone.  Other than the13

ones I worked with, I trust them, but they don't trust me and they hurt me a14

lot. (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

Q.   Thank you very much, Witness.  Before you met with the Defence that17

contacted you to come here to testify before this Court, did you have any contact with18

the Office of the Prosecutor in the years before we were in contact with you?19

A.   Yes, when I went back to my country of exile in 2006, and then in 2008 two20

people were sent from that country, a man and a woman came to meet with me from21

the ICC.  I know who gave them my phone number.  They called me and they22

asked to meet with me in the centre of town where I live.  I went to see them.  It23

was in a small cafe.  We went to that cafe and they told me that, "Well, we come from24

the ICC and we've come to meet you," and I said, "Oh, you're from the ICC and25
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you've come to meet with me.  What for?"  And they said, "Well, we just want to1

ask you some questions relating to the events that occurred in the Central African2

Republic."  I said, "Well, I don't want to disappoint you," so I accepted.  The -- we3

decided on a meeting the next day, and the next morning I went to meet with them.4

They asked me some questions and I answered.  I answered politely.5

Q.   What kind of -- what questions did they ask you at the time?6

A.   They asked me questions about President Patassé, about Bemba and all those7

things.  They asked me my date of birth and all those things.  I think we talked for8

at least an hour, or an hour-and-a-half.  Well, it dates back to 2008, so -- but they9

asked me a lot of questions and I answered.10

Q.   What kind of questions did they ask you at that time?11

A.   They asked me questions about President Patassé, why he had the MLC troops12

come.  I told them that the national army had been distracted from its mission since13

part of the army was supporting the present president and that's why at the time14

President Patassé asked Mr Bemba to help him, to help him fight against the rebellion,15

and that's what happened, and they asked me questions about Mr Bemba's soldiers16

and I answered.17

Q.   Did they ask you who commanded the MLC soldiers in the Central African18

Republic?19

A.   Well, you know, the questions you're asking me are different from their20

questions.  Each one has their own way of asking questions.  The questions they21

asked me, well, I answered them; that is regarding Bemba's troops, they were under22

the authority of the Minister of Defence and, well, they were under the authority of23

the Minister of Defence and the Minister of Defence was Jean-Jacques Demafouth,24

and General Bozizé, the Chief of Staff.  It was they who welcomed them and they25
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fought towards Ouango.1

Q.   Do you mean they asked you questions about what occurred in 2001 as well in2

the CAR?3

A.   I don't remember that.  I don't remember any more.  I think they asked my4

name, my date of birth, all those things, and they asked about the events that5

occurred in 2002.  I don't -- I don't remember whether they asked me questions about6

the events that took place in 2001.  I don't remember.  I don't remember.7

Q.   Do you know why the Office of the Prosecutor did not contact you again8

thereafter to ask you to testify before this Court, having already met you?9

A.   No, they took my statement and they didn't say anything else.  They didn't tell10

me anything.  I don't even know their names.  I don't know their names.  They11

didn't give me a copy of the statement that I made.  I didn't get a copy of my12

statement.  At the end they said, "Okay, thank you.  Goodbye," and we shook hands13

and we parted company.14

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Witness, I have no further questions.  I have now15

completed this examination-in-chief.  Thank you very much for having answered16

our questions.17

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Thank you very much.18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Maître Kilolo.19

I just, Mr Witness, would like to put a follow-up question in relation to this last20

answer you gave to Maître Kilolo.  According to the transcript, and it is page 67 as21

from line 15, "They didn't give me a copy of the statement that I made.  I didn't get a22

copy of my statement."  While these two persons from the Prosecution were23

interviewing you, were they taking notes, or writing something, or was it just a24

conversation?  How it happened?25
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THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Madam President, once I met them, the woman1

had a computer and so the man asked me questions and the woman typed directly on2

her computer.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you for the clarification.4

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  I'd also like to thank you, Madam President.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Zeneli, is the Prosecution ready to start?6

MR ZENELI:  Always, Madam President.7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, the Prosecution now will start8

questioning you.  We still have half-an-hour.9

Mr Zeneli, you have the floor.10

MR ZENELI:  Thank you, Madam President.11

QUESTIONED BY MR ZENELI:12

Q.   Mr Witness, good afternoon.13

A.   Good afternoon.14

Q.   Briefly today, and I informed you I am one of the lawyers working for the Office15

of the Prosecutor and in that capacity I will be asking questions to you; questions16

which may also address information that, as Madam President and also counsel17

opposite made clear to you, could be used by others to identify you.  So I would like18

you to be very careful with the answers, so that you don't identify yourself or19

members of your family, and that whenever you consider that that might be the case20

feel free to ask that we move in private session.21

I'm not certain, Madam President.  Are we in private session, or open session?22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  We are in open session.23

MR ZENELI:  Thank you, Madam President.  In that case, can we briefly move to24

private session?  I would like to ask some questions.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.1

*(Private session at 5.31 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session2

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.3

MR ZENELI:4

Q.   Mr Witness, am I correct to understand that you live in (Redacted)?5

A. (Redacted)6

Q.   Since when has (Redacted) been your home?7

A. (Redacted)8

Q.   And before that date where were you?9

A.   Before that date?  Well, I told you earlier, when President Bozizé took power10

on 15 March 2003, he issued an order and several officers were appointed to positions11

of --12

MR ZENELI:  May I interrupt the witness?13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I'm not really in favour of interrupting the witness,14

but if you deem it strictly necessary.15

MR ZENELI:  I do so, Madam Witness -- Madam President.16

Q.   Mr Witness, I would like you to be very focused in your answers.  I do not17

want you to repeat information unless I ask you to do so.  I want you to listen very18

carefully to what I ask and simply give me an answer on my questions.  Is that clear?19

A.   I beg your pardon, sir.  I'm getting there.  You asked me a question and I'm20

answering.21

Q.   I --22

A. So you said to me, before I went to (Redacted), you asked me where I was and so23

I'm explaining to you I was (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

Q.   Thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, if I understand correctly what you just said,10

you spent about (Redacted)11

(Redacted)?12

A.   That's right.13

Q.   Did you travel or went to any other country besides (Redacted)?14

A.   Me?  Before the change -- before the regime change in (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

Q.   I think I have to apologise, Mr Witness.  Maybe I wasn't quite clear on my18

question.  I'm following the same events that we're talking about, so your journey19

from (Redacted), and if I understood you correctly that was20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

A. (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

Q. (Redacted)5

A. (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

Q. (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

A. (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

Q. (Redacted)14

A. (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

Q. (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

A. (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

Q. (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)15

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)25
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MR ZENELI: (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I think it's -- if the question is just in a very general10

way and on which grounds it was granted, the question could be put and answered11

with that limitations, but in -- I think the Defence is right that the details of (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted), so I would like you to put14

the question in a very, very general way.  Otherwise, the question cannot be allowed.15

MR ZENELI:  Very well, Madam President.  I will rephrase the question.16

Q.   Mr Witness, on what basis did you leave Central African Republic?  Or to17

make it even more simple, (Redacted)18

A. (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

Q.   That is very clear.  Thank you, Mr Witness, I have my answer.  Now, I'll move4

on to a few more questions and then we perhaps -- well, I wanted to move back to5

open session, but it seems like we don't have the time for that.6

Mr Witness, what do you do currently?  How do you make your living?7

A.   I was telling you that (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

Q.   So my understanding is at the moment you are currently unemployed; is that4

correct?5

A.   Yes, I'm unemployed, but I'm given money at the end of each month.  I get6

unemployment benefits.  Well, not unemployment benefits, because I had worked.7

When you work in a country, when you no longer have work, you're given money.8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

MR ZENELI:  Madam President, I see it's time for our break.14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Mr Zeneli.15

Could, please, court officer turn into open session.16

(Open session at 5.57 p.m.)17

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, it is time now for you to take some rest.19

It has been a long day.  We will adjourn for today.  We wish you have a very, very20

restful night.  We will resume tomorrow morning at 9 in the morning, 9 sharp.21

I thank very much the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims, the Defence22

team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo.  I thank very much our interpreters and court23

reporters.24

I will ask the court officer to turn into closed session for the witness to be taken25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-256-Red-ENG WT 17-10-2012 61/62 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-256-Red2-ENG WT 17-10-2012 61/62 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0057

17.10.2012 Page 62

outside the courtroom.  In the meantime, we will adjourn and resume tomorrow1

morning at 9.2

*(Closed session at 5.58 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session3

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in closed session, your Honours.4

(The witness stands down)5

THE COURT OFFICER:  All rise.6

(The hearing ends in closed session at 5.59 p.m) Reclassified as Open session7

RECLASSIFICATION REPORT8

Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and9

ICC-01/05-01/08-3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public.10
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