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Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0002

International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 1

Situation: Central African Republic

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/08
Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and

Judge Kuniko Ozaki

Wednesday, 12 June 2013

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.06 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning.

Could, please, court officer call the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: Thank you, Madam President. Situation in the
Central African Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre
Bemba Gombo, ICC-01/05-01/08.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

Good morning. I welcome Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims,
Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. Good morning to our
interpreters, our court reporters.

Good morning, Mr Rojas.

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): (Interpretation) Good morning,
Presiding Judge.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Today we will start with the testimony of

Defence witness CAR-D04-PPPP-0002, meaning Witness 02, and in accordance
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with the Chamber's decision of 31 May 2013 - it's decision 2646 - the testimony
of Witness D04-02 will be heard by means of video technology.

In addition, pursuant to the Chamber's decision of 10 June 2013 on in-court
protective measures - it's decision 2663-Conf - the Chamber has authorised the
use of continued -- the continued use, I'm sorry, of a pseudonym, image and
voice distortion and the use of private or closed session in order to protect the
witness's identity.

Before we bring the witness into the transmission room the Chamber has a
short oral decision to deliver, and it is the oral decision on the applications to
question Witness D04-02 by legal representatives of victims.

On 29 May 2013, the Chamber received an application from Maitre Douzima
Lawson on behalf of the victims that she represents to question Witness D04-02,
filing 2639-Conf. The application contains a list of 26 questions.

Similarly, on the same date the Chamber received an application from Maitre
Zarambaud on behalf of the victims that he represents, filing 2641-Conf. The
application contains a list of 19 sets of questions.

Having considered the reasons given by both Maitre Douzima and Maitre
Zarambaud as to why the personal interests of the victims they represent are
affected, the Chamber allows the respective applications to question Witness
D04-02.

Turning to the questions, both legal representatives are allowed to put all of
their proposed questions as set out in their aforementioned filings.

I now ask, please, Mr Rojas to bring the witness into the transmission room.
THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour,

I'm going to get the witness.
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(The witness enters the video-link room)

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): (Interpretation) We are ready, your
Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, Mr Witness.

WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0002

(The witness speaks French)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Can you see me and can you hear me?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I can see and I can hear you very well, your
Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, you have in front of you a card
on which is printed the solemn undertaking. Could you please be so kind and
read out the words on the card?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) "Solemn undertaking: Isolemnly declare
that I will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth."
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, can you confirm that you
understand what the oath means?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I confirm thatIunderstand this statement.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Do you understand it to mean that you must
give answers to questions asked of you that are true and accurate to the best of
your knowledge and belief?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I can do that.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, as must have been explained to

you by Victims and Witnesses Unit during the familiarisation process, you will
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be questioned first by the Defence, then by the Prosecution, then by legal
representatives of victims that were authorised to put some questions to you,
and finally by the Defence in case Defence still wishes to follow up on some of
your answers. Also, the Chamber can at any time put questions to you.

As you know, the Chamber has put in place measures to protect your identity
from the public, and you will therefore be referred to as "Mr Witness" or
"Witness number 2." Your image and your voice that are broadcast outside
the courtroom are being distorted so that the public cannot identify you by
your face or by your voice. But in order to keep your identity protected,

Mr Witness, it's very important that you help us; that during open sessions or
public sessions, you don't mention any information that could lead to your
identification. For instance, where you live, what were/are your functions
now or at the time of the events, conversations or meetings that you had with
one or two persons that, if mentioned, can identify you. Such kind of
information, Mr Witness, if need be, we go into private session. In private
session, you can speak freely because nobody outside this courtroom can hear
what you say. So you need to help us in identifying what kind of answer
could include this kind of information. So you let us know and we go into
private session.

The Defence, the Prosecution, the legal representatives, and the Chamber will
help you in this exercise, but you also need to be very, very careful and inform
us if you presume that one of your answers will lead to your identification.
Do you understand the protective measures, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Iunderstand them.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, it's also very important for you to
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have in mind that because we speak different languages we have interpretation
so that we can understand each other. Because of the interpretation, and due
to the fact that you are testifying by video link, it is very important, Mr Witness,
that you speak slower than normal, as I'm doing now, in order to allow the
interpreters to do their job.

It is also important, Mr Witness, that after a question is put to you, that you
wait five seconds, you count to five before you start giving your answer, in
order to allow the court reporters to finish with the interpretation and
transcript of the question.

We need to avoid overlapping speakers, so please give the five seconds before
you start saying anything. Because it seems unnatural, it's likely that you will
start speeding up or that you will forget the five-seconds rule. In that case,
Mr Witness, I have to interrupt you and ask you to slow down. Please don't
take offence. It should not discourage you from speaking. It is just for
practical reasons.

Mr Rojas, the court officer that is at your side, can also from time to time make
some gesture to remind you that you have to slow down.

Is that fine with you, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, itis, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I ask, please, court officer to turn briefly into
private session.

*(Private session at 9.21 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we are in private session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: You see, Mr Witness, now we are in private

session, so nobody outside this courtroom can hear to what we say.

12.06.2013 Page 5



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-321-Red-ENG WT 12-06-2013 6/60 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
26

Trial Hearing

Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0002

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

THE WITNESS:
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

THE WITNESS:
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:

12.06.2013

(Private Session)

(Interpretation) (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Interpretation) (Redacted)
(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted).

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted).

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please could we go back into
open session.

(Open session at 9.27 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we are in open session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you. Mr Witness, for your

information, we have today and the following days three sessions of two hours
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each; two sessions in the morning and one session in the afternoon. If for any
reason you need a break, you just let us know. As ]I told you in the beginning,
you will be questioned first by counsel for the Defence, and I suppose it's

Mr Haynes. And since we are with the video link session, counsels are
authorised to remain seated during their questioning.

So, Mr Haynes, you have the floor.

MR HAYNES: Thank you, your Honour, and good morning. And I will
accept your kind invitation to remain seated.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning.

QUESTIONED BY MR HAYNES:

Q. Good morning to you, Mr Witness. You know that my name is Peter
Haynes because we met the other evening through this same television screen,
didn't we?

A. Yes, I remember.

Q. And have we ever met before?

A.  Just the day when I was having the familiarisation session.

Q. Okay. WhatI was asking was whether that was the first time that you
and I had met?

A.  Well, I met you on the day that I had the familiarisation and now I am
meeting you today.

Q. Thank you. Ithink you met some other Defence lawyers some months
ago. Do you remember who they were?

A. Yes, I doremember. I met Mr Kilolo, Aimé, the first time in March,
March last year, and then I met him this year when he introduced the team

from the ICC that came here to Africa.
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Q. Thank you very much. Now, I'm going to establish for formality exactly
who you are and it's important that we keep that confidential, so we're now
going to go into private session so that I can ask you a few questions about
who you are. Do you understand?

A. Yes, I do understand.

MR HAYNES: And, Madam President, can we go into private session please?
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 9.32 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we are in private session.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, we're now in private session and so nobody other than the people in
this courtroom can hear what you say. What is your full name?

A. (Redacted).

Q. And when and where were you born?

A. (Redacted)

Q. And what are the names of your mother and father?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. And are you a single or a married man?

A. (Redacted).

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted).

Q. Okay. Can you tell us a little bit about what you have done in life after

your education?
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1 A. (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4 Q. (Redacted)
5 A. (Redacted)
6 (Redacted).
7 Q. (Redacted)
8 A. (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 Q. (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 A. (Redacted)
13  (Redacted).
14 Q. (Redacted)
15 A. (Redacted).
16 Q. (Redacted)
17 A. (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 Q. (Redacted)
21  (Redacted)
22 A. (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)
25 Q. (Redacted)
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1 A. Yes, thatis the role that I played during those events that occurred in
2 2002 and 2003.
3 Q. (Redacted)
4 A. (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7 (Redacted)
8 THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 MR HAYNES:
11 Q. (Redacted)
12 A. (Redacted)
13 Q. (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 A. (Redacted)
16 Q. (Redacted)
17 A. (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 Q. (Redacted)
21 A. (Redacted)
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24  (Redacted)
25 Q. (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)
2 A. (Redacted).
3 Q. Thankyou very much. Now I'm going to ask the learned Judge if we
4 can move into public session in a minute, which means that people outside the
5 court will hear what you say, and my questions are going to be about the
6 general structure of the Karako and the Central African Army. Do you
7 understand?
8 A. Yes, Iunderstand.
9 Q. And will you please answer them without referring to who you are or
10  what you did during the events?
11  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
12 (Open session at 9.46 a.m.)
13 THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we are in open session.
14 MR HAYNES:
15 Q. Mr Witness, who or what is the Karako?
16 A. Karako was the name of this military training base that was set up in
17 Boy-Rabé, in one of the neighbourhoods north of Bangui.
18 Q. Do you know when it was set up?
19 A. Idon't know when it was set up.
20 Q. Okay. And isthe Karako a unit of the Central African Army, or is it a
21  separate military organisation?
22 A. Karako was set up at one particular point in time when the CAR was
23 going through troubles. It was an initiative of the late President Ange-Félix
24  Patassé.

25 Q. And how many people, approximately, were at the Karako training base?
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1 A. Well, the number would depend on --
2 THEINTERPRETER: Inaudible.
3 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) A few moments ago -- correction, at one
4 point 500; at another point, a thousand people would have to be trained.
5 MR HAYNES:
6 Q. And for how long did the inhabitants at Karako receive training?
7 A. Usually, the training in Karako would be for three months, but when
8 people did not perform well, they would get further training, further months of
9 training. As Isaid, it was six months.
10 Q. And where did the conscripts at Karako come from?
11 A. Would you be so kind as to repeat your question?
12 Q. Yes. Where did the trainees at the Karako base come from?
13 A. Most of the people who were trained at the Karako base came from the
14  region of the president, Ange-Félix Patassé. Others were party supporters,
15 supporters of the MLPC.
16 Q. Thankyou. We haven't heard before in this case where Ange-Félix
17  Patassé came from. What region was that?
18 A. President Ange-Félix Patassé came from Paoua.
19 Q. And what part of the Central African Republic is Paoua?
20 A. Paoua is aregion northwest, in the northwest of the CAR.
21 Q. Thank you very much. What sort of training was given at the Karako
22  base?
23 A.  Well, the Karako base operated like other military training centres. It
24 was military training of a practical nature, provided to all those who came to

25 the base.
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Q. And were the trainees there provided with uniforms and equipment?
A.  Yes, the people who were trained at Karako received equipment.

Q.  What uniforms and equipment did they receive, and who provided
them?

A. Camouflage military uniforms and the uniforms were provided by the
General Staff.

Q.  What about weapons?

A.  The Karako base would receive weapons from the General Staff, the
headquarters.

Q.  What sort of weapons?

A. Kalashnikovs, MAS-36s, shells; in short, everything that the CAR Army
used was provided to the Karako base for training purposes. Everyone who
was trained there then went on to the CAR Army?

Q. Thank you. Sorry if this seems a little detailed, but what did they wear
on their feet?

A.  They wore Pataugas or Ranger boots.

Q. And what languages were spoken by the trainees at Karako?

A. All of the ones who were trained there were from the CAR, and I think
you'll realise that in the CAR there is a national language. Sango is spoken
throughout nearly the entire country. Along with that there are vernacular
languages, in other words, languages that are spoken by our family members.
People from the Gbaya group speak Gbaya. People from the Banda group
speak Banda. People who are Kaba speak Kaba. People who are Daba speak
Daba, but nearly everyone speaks Sango.

Q. If you feel uncomfortable answering this question in open session say,
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1  but would you mind telling us what languages you speak?
2 A. Ispeak Sango. Ispeak French fluently, as you can hear. Ispeak Gbaya,
3 (Redacted). Ispeak it fluently, and also Ngulu, which is
4 (Redacted), also fluently. So I think you could call me a polyglot.
5 Q. You're certainly very talented. What do you know about the structure
6 of the Central African Army itself?
7 A.  Well, when you talk about the structure of the CAR Army strictly
8 speaking, what would you like me to tell you exactly?
9 Q. Well, in October 2002 who was the commander-in-chief?
10 A. In October 2002, the Chief of General Staff, general of the CAR Armed
11  Forces, was the late General Betibangui.
12 Q. Thankyou. And who was the Minister of Defence?
13 A. The Minister of Defence at that time was Mr Pierre Angoa.
14 Q. And do you know through what organs the Chief of General Staff
15 commanded the army?
16 A. The Chief of General Staff at the time had his deputy, General André
17 Mazi, who had the powers to give orders which he received from his
18  hierarchical superior.
19 Q. Okay, well we'll come back to that in a little while. What function
20  during the time that you were being trained at Karako did General Bozizé
21 have?
22 A. General Bozizé was the person who was the Chief of Staff of the army,
23 but afterwards he was replaced because of the events that you know about.
24 Q. Well, Imight know about them, but I want you to tell us about them.

25 You've told us in private session something about the sort of work you were
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involved in before you -- throughout your life. What was the source of the
disagreement between General Bozizé and President Patassé, according to your
understanding?

A.  Well, there were multiple reasons. Idon't know if I can tell you them
now, but they had a discussion about diamonds and -- which were diamonds
which were found in the house of the late General Kolingba, André Kolingba,
and the diamonds were divided up.

Q.  When did this take place?

A.  General André Kolingba had carried out a coup d'état, and so General
Bozizé, who at the time was Chief of General Staff, in his reprisal actions went
to the domicile of General Kolingba and so he managed to get hold of these
diamonds. When he went back to present his report to the late President
Ange-Félix Patassé, according to the intelligence (Redacted) the late

president wanted him to give back all the diamonds and General Bozizé didn't
accept that, so the problem started which destroyed the relationship which had
been solid between these two men.

Q.  Where was the domicile of the late General Kolingba?

A.  The late General Kolingba lives in -- lived in Ouango. That's towards
the south, south-east, of the town of Bangui.

Q. And what happened to the diamonds?

A.  Some of these diamonds were given to the late President Ange-Félix
Patassé, and the others - the other diamonds - to General Bozizé, or General
Bozizé kept them for himself and that was because he had problems and he'd
fled and that's why he thought about coming back to get the diamonds.

According to the intelligence, his return to get the diamonds created all these
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problems because he didn't have a domicile himself, he was staying with his
older sister and these diamonds were with his older sister.

Q. Where did his older sister live?

A.  The older sister - his older sister - lived next to the hospital in Fouh;
Hospital Amitié in Fouh. That's a neighbourhood in the 8th arrondissement.
Q. Thank you. Now, in October 2002, can you describe to us what
happened and what your perspective of events was?

A.  Between 25 October and 30 October 2002, General Bozizé and the troops
who were loyal to him, the Zaghawa from Chad, they entered into Bangui, the
capital. At that time, during at least for at least five days, all the north
neighbourhood of the Central African Republic in Bangui, particularly north of
Bangui the capital, were paralysed. I'm speaking about PK12, the northern
exit, the theatre of major events. I can also speak about Gobongo, Boy-Rabé in
the 4th -- Combattant and part of Miskine. That's a neighbourhood.

Miskine's a neighbourhood.

During these events, we saw the Paoua was in the streets because the army was
in disarray. This imminent entry of General Bozizé had routed the army
which was -- had already been weakened, and at that time the president,
Ange-Félix Patassé, no longer trusted his army, no longer had confidence in his
army, and that's why he called upon the MLC, who arrived on 29 October.
And when these troops arrived they were made available for the Central
African Army, which was in disarray, and it was only on 30 October, the next
day, that they started the joint operation which would drive back Bozizé.

I would like during this time also to make you aware that it was during this

period that there was very wide-scale pillaging and, when I speak about
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pillaging, I would like to divide it up into three different groups according to
the intelligence that we received. There was pillaging of goods, furniture and
property, because the goods of some people were taken during this time.
Houses were ransacked. There were killings, murders, because some people
did not want to give over their property and they had to die. They paid with
their lives. And, finally, there were cases of rapes - rapes of women - during
this period.

Q. Did you see with your own eyes any acts of pillage during that period of
time?

A. (Redacted). Ican onlysay whatIsaw

and heard. Other than that, it's not the truth.

Q. What happened to the people at the Karako training base on 25 October
20027

A.  On Karako base, there was a total rout because the troops who had
followed General Francois Bozizé, the Zaghawa who were with him, they burst
into that neighbourhood and the whole neighbourhood was paralysed. So the
Boy-Rabé neighbourhood, which was one of the northern neighbourhoods of
Bangui, where there was the training camp, was overrun. If you know the -- a
map of Bangui, General Bozizé and all the others, the Zaghawa and the soldiers
who were loyal to him, arrived to the -- where the PAM was situated, the food
programme, and there was -- indescribable pillaging took place there, and in
that place, they were not far from the Boy-Rabé neighbourhood which I
referred to a moment ago. And in the meantime, the loyalist forces and the
MLC soldiers were based at the National Assembly. If you have a map of

Bangui, if you know Bangui, then you will know approximately what distance
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separates these groups, or what distance separates General Bozizé's troops and
the Karako troops who were in Boy-Rabé.

Q. Okay. You were telling us about information you had about the
commission of crimes during that period of time. What information did you
have about crimes of murder, or did you see any murders with your own eyes?
A. Idon't know if that's what I said, that I saw murder being committed.
That's not what I said.

Q. No, I wasn't suggesting you had said it, but I was asking whether you
had or not seen any murders committed, with your own eyes?

A.  Yes, I saw with my own eyes bodies of people on the ground. Isaw
bodies in the hospitals and it was known by everybody. Nobody can say that
you have gun-fire and men don't fall. In Bangui, I saw bodies of people who
had died.

Q. And were they the bodies of civilians, or soldiers, or both?

A.  There were bodies of civilians. There were also some bodies of soldiers.
Q. Thank you. What evidence can you give this Chamber of the
commission of rapes during that period of time?

A.  Tthink that -- I think that a former prime minister of the Central African
Republic living in a northern neighbourhood of Bangui was a victim. His
wife, who was an expatriate, was raped, and thereafter she went back to

her -- went back home to commit suicide. I know, for example, a prefect

who -- whose family was raped because he had a lot of daughters.

I also heard that his wife had been with the children when they were raped.
That was also in the northern part of Bangui.

Q. How do you know about these cases of rape?
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Just one moment, Mr Witness. Court officer,
2  please turn very briefly into closed session -- into private session, I'm sorry.
3 *(Private session at 10.22 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session
4 THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we are in private session.
5 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Sorry to interrupt, Mr Haynes, (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8 (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted).
12 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)
13  (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21  (Redacted). Is that fine with you, sir ?
22 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour, that's fine.
23  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: So, court officer, we can --
24 MR HAYNES: Can we stay there?
25 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes.
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(Private Session)

MR HAYNES: Can I take advantage of it, please?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Of course, Mr Haynes.

MR HAYNES: Thank you very much.

Q. Iwas going to ask the Judge if we could go into private session for these
questions. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- (Redacted)
MR HAYNES:

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  Just two more things before we go back into public session. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
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(Private Session)

A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MR HAYNES: Thank you. Well, I'm now going to ask the Presiding Judge if
we can go back into open session, but please do heed her warning that you
should not refer to the job you were doing at the time, okay?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
(Open session at 10.30 a.m..)

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we are in open session.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, who was committing the acts of pillage in the northern parts of
Bangui at this time?

A. A few moments ago I said that General Bozizé and the soldiers who
followed him were the ones responsible for the paralysis of the
neighbourhoods in the northern parts of the town of Bangui, so I think you can
realise that, when an army shuts down a zone, that zone becomes its own area
of jurisdiction and the opposite side will have problems getting through
because between the two there is a line that cannot be crossed.

Q. And who was responsible for the cases of rape you have told us about?

A. At that time I would say it was the people who were in that area, because
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they were the ones who had control over that particular place. The looting,
the rapes and the other acts could only be perpetrated by them.

Q. And who do you mean by "them"?

A.  General Bozizé, the Zaghawa, they are the ones who were responsible for
what happened in that area, in their area of jurisdiction.

Q. You've mentioned some areas of northern Bangui. Was the airport also
paralysed during that period?

A.  The office of the World Food Programme, where a great deal of damage
had been done, that place is at the entrance, the road that leads towards the
airport, and when I mentioned earlier Combattant, the airport -- to get to the
Bangui airport, you have to go through that neighbourhood. You have to go
through Miskine, you have to go through Combattant, to get to the airport.

At that specific point in time, what aircraft could land?

Q. Do you know if the airport was closed during the period that General
Bozizé's troops occupied the northern districts of Bangui?

A. Thave no information about an official closing of that airport.

Q. Okay, well we'll move on. You've told us a little about the arrival of the
MLC troops. Did you see that happening?

A. Iwasnot at that place to see them arrive, because they were not under
my -- part of my group or anything like that. The CAR had relevant or
competent people who were designated for that, so I did not take part in the
welcome of the MLC troops.

Q. Do you know who did take part in the welcome of the MLC troops?

A. At that time there was General Xavier-Sylvestre Yangongo, who was

Associate Minister of Defence at the time.
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Q. And do you know how he welcomed them, what he did, where he went
to?

A.  We learned that when the MLC troops crossed over, once they were
welcomed they stayed at Port Beach in the former compound that is part of the
navy base. That is where they stayed until they were taken to Camp Kasai to
receive clothing and other things, exactly like the CAR soldiers.

Q. Ithink we know where Port Beach is, but can you tell us where Camp
Kasai is?

A.  Well, if you're familiar with Port Beach, when you go up towards Safari
Hotel, heading south-east, towards the south-east of Bangui, midway you will
find the N'garagba neighbourhood, where the central prison is located, and
you go just beside that point to the left and then you take the road that goes
directly to Camp Kasai.

Q. And what is at Camp Kasai?

A. At Camp Kasai, well, a number of soldiers are housed there and there's
also the military school and the guards' camp on the other side. It's a military
camp. Camp Kasai is a military camp.

Q. And do you know who was normally based there before the events?

A.  Some of the CAR Army live there, as well as the officers. So some
people were lodged there, and I believe that there were CAR soldiers and some
officers, along with their families. The MLC troops must have been received
there.

Q. Okay. Mr Witness, please feel free to say you don't know, if you don't
know, but do you know which officers were at Camp Kasai to receive the MLC

troops in October 2002?
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A. Ican't provide you any answer.

THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: In the previous reply, the
witness did mention that the troops of the MLC received at Camp Kasai were
there to receive clothing as well.

MR HAYNES:

Q. Okay. Sorry, I paused there to hear something from the interpreter.
What clothing was received by the MLC troops at Camp Kasai?

A.  They received military uniforms, in accordance with -- well, the same
uniforms as those worn by the CAR soldiers, as well as Ranger boots. Most of
them had boots, were wearing boots, but their clothing was not proper, so they
had to be clothed in the same way as the CAR soldiers.

Q. Okay. Iwantyou to tell us now about Camp Béal. What happened at
Camp Béal? What was its function?

A.  Well, Isaid that Camp Béal was the headquarters of general intelligence,
and Commander Emmanuel Ngboya was there. He managed the general
intelligence unit.

Q.  During the events of October 2002 to March 2003, was any sort of
command or co-ordination organ situated at Camp Béal?

Yes, there was the CCOP, the operational command centre.

And who was in charge of that?

As I told you, Commander Emmanuel Ngboya.

O

Who commanded the operation to fight General Bozizé's rebel forces?
A. General André Mazi. He was the Chief of General Staff responsible for
land operations.

Q. Do you know what size of unit was provided by the MLC?
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A. Idon't have information about the size of the MLC unit, but according to
intelligence, there were two platoons from the MLC and, in addition, they
added one platoon of FACA, and vice-versa, and the group was led by an
officer, either from the Congo or from the CAR.

Q. Do you know who commanded the unit provided by the MLC?

A.  The unit provided by the MLC was led by Commander Moustapha.
According to intelligence, there was Commander Mbila, as well as another
commander, M16 was his pseudonym, and he helped Commander Moustapha.
Q. Mbila and M16, according to your understanding, were they Congolese
officers?

A. Yes. Mbila and M16 were from the Congo.

Q. Okay. Again, if this is outside your knowledge, please say so. But do
you know what systems of communication were used by the loyalist forces
during the events of October 2002 to March 2003?

A. TI'dlike to draw your attention to one thing: Once the MLC troops
arrived and once the troops were mixed together, they used walkie-talkies,
radio equipment worn on the back, and when they were past PK12, at that time
the walkie-talkies were replaced by Thurayas.

Q. Okay. Who provided the walkie-talkies?

A. TItold you a few moments ago that those troops were made available to
the CAR Army. Consequently, although they arrived with some weapons
and some equipment, they were provided with equipment by the CAR Army.
So they had the same frequency and they operated together. There was no
distinction between, no fundamental difference between the MLC troops and

the loyalist forces.
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Q. Ijustwant to try and understand the communication system. You've
explained about the walkie-talkies, but was there a centre with which all the
loyalist forces communicated?

A. Thave noidea, but according to intelligence, it was the elements that they
had on hand, the walkie-talkies, the Thuraya, and all the information that they
received or that they were supposed to provide had to be managed by the
General Staff, and when I speak of the General Statf of the CAR Army, I'm also
referring to this structure, namely, the CCOP.

Q. Okay. The answer to this is probably obvious, but I'll ask you anyway.
Why was it necessary for them to have Thurayas after PK12?

A. Because the frequency after PK12, either the -- either the frequency wasn't
there or the signal was mediocre. So as they moved forward, they needed the
Thurayas more so that they could communicate better.

Q. Okay. Justone last thing on this, and that is logistics, and in particular,
food, fuel and transport. How were the loyalist forces fed and moved during
the operation?

A.  The loyalist forces were fed through General André Mazi, Bombayake,
and Lionel Gan-Befio. Furthermore, they were provided with an ambulance
in the case of illness. So that is how they were fed. So those three people I
mentioned, General André Mazi, General Bombayake, and Lionel Gan-Befio.
Q. Okay. You've mentioned two names for the first time. Who is General
Bombayake?

A.  General Bombayake was the commander of the USP, the Presidential
Security Unit.

Q.  And the last name you mentioned, which appears in the transcript as
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Gan-Befio, who was he?

A. Lionel Gan-Befio, I don't know what his true role was, but he was an
expatriate, who had taken CAR citizenship and he said he was Gbaya from
Bossangoa and he was very closely linked to the former president, Ange-Félix
Patassé.

Q. Butdo you know what his position was within the Central African
Army?

A.  No, because he was involved in everything.

Q. Okay. Justbefore we go to the break, I want to try and cover with you
one other topic, and that is other forces which comprised the loyalist force.
What happened to all the trainees at the Karako camp? How were they
accepted into the loyalist forces?

A. In the same way, just as (Redacted), the

elements, or the soldiers, rather, were added to the various units of the CAR
Army, and for the most part they were part of the events. They were trained
soldiers, taking part in the events. ~Although, when they left, they left as
militia. And as to the question of -- or what the composition of the loyalist
forces was, I'd like to specify one thing. There were FACA soldiers, people
from the Central African Republic Armed Forces. There was the Karako that 1
just referred to. Then there was the USP, the Libyans, who were also involved,
who also took part. There were a group of people who had been recruited by
the driver of Mr Vicky, the driver of the former president. His pseudonym
was CPS. Idon't know what it meant, but he was referred to as "CPS." And
all those people together, with the assistance of Abdoulaye Miskine, with the

assistance of Lieutenant Paul Barril, they together made up the loyalist forces.
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Q. Thank you very much, Mr Witness. You've covered all that in one
question and saved me a lot of time. I think we will go to the break now, with
her Honour's leave.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Haynes.

Mr Witness, it's almost 11 o'clock. We will have a half-an-hour break, time for
you to take a cup of coffee or tea and some rest. We will be back at 11.30.

The hearing is suspended.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Welcome back.

Welcome back, Mr Witness. Mr Witness, can you see me? Can you hear me?
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I can see you and I can hear you,
Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your
testimony, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I'm ready, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes, the floor is yours.

MR HAYNES: Thank you very much, your Honour.

Q. And welcome back, Mr Witness.

A.  Yes, good morning again, Counsel.

Q.  Mr Witness, just before we had our half-hour break, you were telling us

about all the other units that comprised the loyalist forces in 2002. Again, if
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you don't know, please say so, but can you help us as to the size of each of
those units, how many men they contained?

A. Itold you that I don't know how many soldiers there were in each unit.
Q. Okay. And can you help us as to the way in which those forces were
co-ordinated during the events?

A. Igave you an example earlier in my testimony, when I referred to the
mixture between the FACA, the MLC, and I explained that there were two
platoons, either the FACA plus some MLC men or maybe two platoons of MLC
and one from the FACA. So it was the same combination that applies to the
others that I referred to, because they were together and they worked together
and they did their manoeuvres together on the ground.

Q. Okay. Justso thatitis explicit on the Court record, how were the forces
of Abdoulaye Miskine co-ordinated within the loyalist forces?

A.  Colonel Abdoulaye Miskine, I believe I mentioned his name earlier in my
testimony. He had a number of men under his orders and, as regards the
co-ordination with the other men, I -- I don't know, I don't have clear
information about that, but what I do know is that Colonel Abdoulaye Miskine
had a number of men under his orders in parallel and that enabled him to
operate in the loyalist camp.

I can give you an example. In the manoeuvres, in the manoeuvres out in the
field, we saw them closer to PK12 and PK13, where there were massacres,
because in that zone there was the cattle market, and the cattle market - the
livestock market - was managed by Central African Muslims and, as I told you
earlier, when General Bozizé came into Bangui, he was with the Zaghawas,

who are -- they're Zaghawas from Chad, and Colonel Miskine thought that the
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Muslims at the livestock market were also amongst those who came with
General Bozizé. And at that particular place there were massacres as well,
and at that place there was a mass grave that was dug and bodies were rolled
up in canvass and buried there.

According to the information (Redacted), there was

also a mass grave near Zila, which was a village after PK9. This is the
southern zone, rather south-west, of -- south-west of Bangui, the city of Bangui,
and in this village called Zila, after PK9, there were also mass graves. These
Muslims were buried. They had been massacred near there and they were
buried. And the chief himself who had -- he had buried so many people that
he had to flee because each time he had to bury these people.

So, you see, that although Colonel Abdoulaye Miskine had a number of men
under his orders and that they were on the side of the loyalists, but he also met
up with General Mazi, who was the tactical Chief of Staff on the ground.

Q. Okay, thank you. That's very helpful. Just one clarification from that
answer. When you said, "the chief had to flee," to whom were you referring?
A. Imean the chief of the Zila village neighbourhood, because when you
bury someone, you need to have his permission before you dig the grave, and
during that period he no longer had the right to play the role of chief. He was,
in fact, receiving orders, and they came in with the dead bodies and he
received instructions whereby these bodies had to be buried.

Q. Okay, thank you. How was intelligence provided to the loyalist units in
the field?

A. Itold you earlier that we used walkie-talkies and Thurayas, that is when

we went beyond the barrier, beyond the check-point, and all of the information,
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all of the intelligence, was to come from the Central African Chief of Staff. No
information could -- could not go through the General Staff. It was a very
strict policy; a co-ordinated policy.

MR HAYNES: Thank you.

Out of an abundance of caution, your Honour, could we just drop briefly into
private session?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 11.45 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we're in private session.

MR HAYNES: Thank you very much.

Q. Now, Mr Witness, I'm going to ask you some questions about your work.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  Well, that's what I propose to do, unless you would prefer to be in private
session to do that? Would you?

A. Ithink perhaps it's better to be in private session. If it's important for
you, and in order to be able to help the Court, if that's necessary, go ahead.

Q. Okay. Well, it won't be for very long. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)
2 Q. (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4 A. (Redacted)
5 (Redacted).
6 Q. (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8 A. (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 Q. (Redacted)
13 A. (Redacted)
14  (Redacted).
15 Q. (Redacted)
16 A. (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21 Q. (Redacted)
22 A. (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)
2 Q. (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4 A. (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7 Q. (Redacted)
8 (Redacted)
9 A. (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 Q. (Redacted)
13  (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 A. (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 Q. (Redacted)
21  (Redacted)
22  (Redacted)
23  A. (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Okay.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes, I'm sorry. If in -- it appears that
if the witness just mentions information received (Redacted)

(Redacted), it could be -- could be given in open session.

MR HAYNES: Well, your Honour, I do agree with you. Iwas hoping that
we could put it all in (Redacted), but it was the witness's expression that
made me more cautious, but --

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)-- we will try to go back into open session, if that's

agreeable to you?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). That's what I was

trying to say. Idon't know if I misspoke?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: No, Mr Witness, it's very clear and that's why

I think we can go back into open session (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted). That's why, in my view, we

can go back into public session.

Is that fine with you, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) That's not a problem. We can resume.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into public session.
(Open session at 12.00 p.m..)

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we're in open session.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, you were telling us about the information that was received about
crimes committed in areas outside Bangui. Do you recall now whether that
information identified the alleged perpetrators of those crimes?

A. TIbelieve that the question you just put -- well, I haven't understood it
very well. Could you please rephrase your question?

Q. Certainly. Did the information received say who it was alleged had
committed the crimes?

A. Inall those areas that I just mentioned a few moments ago, the
information received demonstrated that General Bozizé and all his followers,
as they withdrew - well, perhaps I should call it a tactical withdrawal or
retreat - did a number of things that affected the lives of people. There were
casualties. There was gun-fire exchanged. (Redacted)

(Redacted). So those towns were towns where a

great deal of looting took place.

Q. Can you remember the detail of any of the information received in

relation to those towns?
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A.  For example, when there were these exchanges of gun-fire, the local
people in the towns needed to leave the town and flee to the bush. Corpses
were strewn about on the ground. Some people did not want to flee at that
time and they were tortured, and I don't know whether or not the reports that
the Court has in its possession show this or not. It is true that the people in
these locations did go through such acts, because the information that came to
us indicated that people lost relatives, family members, goods, property.

Q. Okay. Are you talking about any town in particular when you say that,
or are you just talking generally?

A. I'm speaking generally, but also specifically. Take the example of
Bossangoa. Up until now, you will still find buildings that had been
ransacked. You will see people who lost family members during those events.
Not everyone died. And today, as I speak, right now this town or some of
these towns are being rebuilt, but it's very difficult to rebuild them and to
restore them. That is the information I can give you about -- or a few
examples that I can give you, Counsel.

Q. Okay. Was any information received alleging loyalist forces committed
crimes?

A. Idon'treally have any tangible evidence that I can base myself upon to
tell you here in the hearing to the effect that loyalist forces were guilty of
anything, but going by their actions and considering the gun-fire that was
exchanged and considering the deaths that were seen in the enemy camp.

Q. Okay, I'm not asking you to be judge and jury. Ijust want to know if
information was received alleging that loyalist forces had committed crimes.

A. Tjust told you a few moments ago that I have no evidence, Counsel. 1
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have no information that would indicate that.

Q. Okay, thank you. I want to come to the end of the events now. Can
you tell us a little bit about what happened on March 15, 2003?

A. A number of years have gone by, Counsel. Idon't remember what
happened, but if you could remind me?

Q. Well, I don't think it's in any dispute. March 15, 2003 was the date on
which General Bozizé came back to Bangui. What happened that day and the
following days?

A.  Are you referring to General Francgois Bozizé's taking of power? He
came back on 15 March to assume power.

Q. And what happened in Bangui at that time and in the following days?
A.  Once he had taken power, massive destruction occurred, companies,
property. As well, people died, because when one government yields and
another government comes in, you see. Automobiles, trucks, household
appliances, stoves. Some people were destabilised during that period. Many
people lost their lives, Counsel, during that period.

Q. Be careful, because I'm going to ask about you. Did you stay in Bangui
when General Bozizé took power?

A.  Counsel, when General Bozizé took power, I was afraid. Why?
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

So, when the government fell, I couldn't stay in the town so I went away. I

went into the back country, close to Bangui, not too far from Bangui, and I
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reflected upon my life.

Q. Did many people flee at that time?

A.  Many people did flee.

Q. Idon't want you to tell me where you live, but do you live in the Central
African Republic any more?

A.  When Bozizé was coming in, that was the question? Was that the
question?

Q. Areyou in the Central African Republic now? Don't tell me where you
are.

A. At the present time, I am not in the CAR. I am opposite you.

Q. That's true. How long is it since you lived in the Central African
Republic?

A.  Ileft the CAR late in 2006, or early in 2007.

MR HAYNES: Okay. Well, Mr Witness, thank you very much for answering
all my questions. There's nothing else I want to ask you but, as of course you
know, the Prosecution will want to ask you some questions and then the legal
representatives for the victims will ask you some questions, so stay focused
and answer their questions, would you? But for my part thank you very
much.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much, Mr Haynes.

Mr Witness, now the Prosecution - the representative of the Office of the
Prosecutor - will question you.

I suppose it's Maitre Badibanga.

Maitre Badibanga, since we are listening to the witness by video link, if you

prefer to make your questioning while seated it's your choice. You have the
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floor.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. Good
afternoon, your Honours. Like Mr Haynes, I will follow your suggestion and
question the witness while being seated.

QUESTIONED BY MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

Q. Good afternoon, Mr Witness.

A. Good afternoon, Counsel, Mr Prosecutor.

Q. Ithink you'll remember that we met a few days ago via video-conference.
We met over a computer screen, so to speak, along with my colleague, and I
introduced myself to you. I will reintroduce myself to you. Iam
Jean-Jacques Badibanga and it is my honour to put a number of questions to
you on behalf of the Prosecutor.

A. Yes, I do remember, Mr Prosecutor.

Q.  Witness, perhaps we could begin with a number of topics that have to do
with you directly. For example, your career path. Could we begin with a
number of questions in private session? We'll deal with them and then we
will move into open session, if that suits you?

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Your Honour, could we please go into
private session?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 12.19 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we're in private session.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

Q. Witness, I've just realised from what you've said in response to a question

from the Defence counsel that you are no longer living in the CAR. Could
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1 you tell us what you were doing, what your job was, when you left the country?
2 What was your last position before you left the CAR?
3 A. (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 Q. (Redacted)
7 A. (Redacted)
8 (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13  (Redacted)
14 Q. (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17 A. (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 Q. (Redacted)
20 A. (Redacted)
21  (Redacted)
22 Q. (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 A. (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted).
Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
A. (Redacted).
Q. (Redacted).
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1 (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 A. (Redacted)
4 Q. (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 A. (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8 (Redacted).
9 Q. (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 A. (Redacted).
13 Q. (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 A. (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17 Q. (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 A. (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21  (Redacted)
22  (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)
2 Q. (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 A. (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8 (Redacted)
9 Q. (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16 A. (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21  (Redacted).
22 Q. (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 A. (Redacted).
25 Q. (Redacted)
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1 A. (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)

4 Q. (Redacted)

5 A. (Redacted).
6 Q. (Redacted)
7 A. (Redacted).
8 Q. (Redacted)

9 A. (Redacted)
10 (Redacted).
11 Q. (Redacted)
12 A. (Redacted)
13  (Redacted)
14  (Redacted).
15 Q. (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21  (Redacted)
22  (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted).
Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted).
Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted).

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
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(Private Session)

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted).
(Redacted)

I don't remember the precise date, Mr Prosecutor.

o > QO > 0O

Witness, I have not had the opportunity to remind you of this, but we
both speak the same language. We both speak French and this is an
advantage for us to understand each other, no doubt about that, as regards

the -- compared to the questions that were put to you by the Defence, but the
fact is we run the risk of speaking too fast and therefore sometimes it's difficult
for both the interpreters and the court reporters to follow what we are saying,
so we both need to be very careful and to apply the five-second rule before
answering, because I see that in the French transcript there are certain passages
that are missing. So please do wait a few seconds, five seconds, before you
answer my questions.

(Redacted)
A. (Redacted).

12.06.2013 Page 48



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-321-Red-ENG WT 12-06-2013 49/60 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing ICC-01/05-01/08

Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0002

(Private Session)

Q. Could you remind us what year it was when you left the CAR?
A.  TIleft the CAR at the end of 2006/early 2007.

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Madam President, we can go back into
open session, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
(Open session at 12.52 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we're in open session.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

Q. Witness, you have understood that we were in private session to protect

your identity and avoid that you be identified. We are now in open session,

so please do continue the way you did this morning, to be cautious not to give
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any identifying information. If you have the impression that, in order to
answer one of my questions, you need to be precise and speak about yourself,
and therefore run the risk of identifying yourself, please do ask that we go back
into private session and I'm sure that the Presiding Judge will authorise that.
So based on the exchange we had in private session a moment ago we have
understood that you didn't spend much time with the Karako, but I would like
to ask you some questions about that group. Witness, during the conflict in
2002 and 2003, was the Karako supporting President Patassé, or rather did they
support General Bozizé because he was General at that time? So I'm referring
to the period of conflict. 'Who -- who were the Karako supporting? Who
were they associated with, Patassé or Bozize?

A.  During the conflict the Karako were affiliated with the President,
Ange-Félix Patassé.

Q. Isit correct to say, Witness, that the neighbourhood that the Karako come
from, or where they were based, is the Boy-Rabé neighbourhood? Is that
correct?

A. Yes, that's correct, Mr Prosecutor.

Q. Isthat neighbourhood known as being a neighbourhood that supports
President Patassé, or rather a neighbourhood that supported General Bozizé
during the time of the conflict?

A.  They, that neighbourhood, supported the President, Ange-Félix Patassé.
Q. And did the Karako continue to support Ange-Félix Patassé throughout
the conflict; that is from October 2002 until March of 2003?

A. Yes,indeed. That's correct, Counsel.

Q. Did the Karako play a role of any kind during the 2001 events in the
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1 CAR?
2 A. Counsel, the Karako were part of the loyalist forces.
3 Q. That's not really the answer to my question, Witness. My question was:
4 Did the Karako play a role in the 2001 events in the CAR?
5 A. Counsel, the Karako played a role. Their existence was useful.
6 Q. Could you describe briefly the role that they played and what they
7 actually did during the 2001 conflicts?
8 A. You're talking about the conflicts - the events - that took place in 20017
9 Youdid say "2001." Idon't understand the meaning of your question,
10  Prosecutor, when you talk about the conflicts that occurred, the clashes, in
11 2001.
12 Q. Yes,indeed. My three or four last questions referred to the clashes that
13  took place in 2001, so perhaps we need to go over that again. When were the
14  Karako militia created? What year? Do you know that?
15 A. TIhave no knowledge of that, Counsel.
16 Q. Butyou yourself joined the Karako in 2001; is that correct?
17 A. Yes, that's correct.
18 Q. Areyou aware of the fact that there were political events that occurred in
19 the CARin 20017
20 A. Yes, Counsel.
21 Q. This brings me to the question I asked you earlier on: What was the role
22 of the Karako in those events that took place in 20017
23 A. Thave no knowledge of that, Counsel.
24 Q. You have no knowledge of this because you were not yet a member of the

25 Karako, or because the Karako did nothing at the time? Why is it that you
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were in the country at the time, but you are not familiar with the role played by
the Karako?

A.  Prosecutor, the events of 2001, involving or featuring the conflict between
various authorities within the country, provoking a failed take-over of the
government, a coup d’état, the activities that Karako were involved in, I really
was not a position to know about that.

Q. Very well. Perhaps we will return to this issue when we're in private
session later. Witness, do you know what role was played by General Bozizé
during the events of 2001?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, Mr Bozizé, as I said a few moments ago, was the Chief of
General Staff of the army.

Q. Do you know whether in 2001, as Chief of General Staff, whether General
Bozizé called upon the Karako as a loyalist force at that time? Do you know?
A.  What I heard was that there were two recruitments organised at that time
and under his leadership as Chief of General Staff, but the activities that they
carried out, I have no information about such activities.

Q.  Witness, another witness who appeared here before the

Chamber -- Witness 119, your Honour, transcript 86, page 12, lines 25 to 27.
Now, that particular witness said that the Karako were unemployed for the
most part, the jobless who had been recruited and trained. Would you be in
agreement with that assertation about the kind of person that joined the
Karako?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, I would agree insofar as I myself did not have a job at that
time and it was the Karako who trained me, so most of the people who were

trained within the Karako were people who did not have any trade.
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[ —

Q. Now, this time, Witness, another witness - a Defence witness, actually,
2 Witness 53 -- your Honour, reference transcript 229, French version, page 38,
3 lines9to14. Irealise, your Honour, that unfortunately I did not provide the
4 exact English reference. Iapologise to the Chamber, and I will provide that
5 information by the end of the afternoon.
6 Now, Witness, this witness was saying that the Karako in actual fact were
7 young people who were recruited to boost the numbers of those available and
8 in actual fact they had secondary duties, because they really hadn't had very
9 much military training and basically they were asked to serve as guards at
10 certain sensitive locations in front of the government ministries, that sort of
11  thing. Would you agree with that statement regarding the duties or the role
12 played by the Karako?
13 A.  Mr Prosecutor, not everyone was used for such duties. Those who had
14  greater education or a better background might have been given
15 responsibilities in accordance with their level of schooling. Some of the
16  people, some of them had a baccalauréat or even a licence, but since they didn't
17 have any work and the militia was recruiting, they were obliged to join because
18 it was really the only way to find employment so they really had to accept.
19 They had to join the militia. That is what I'm -- I'm telling you what I know.
20 This is binding only upon myself.
21 Q. Witness, please don't give any details that might identify you, but you
22  yourself, what level of schooling have you reached? Did you stop with
23 primary schooling, secondary? Did you go to university?
24 A. Igotauniversity degree and -- well, a bacc, and I went on to study at

25 university.
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Q. Witness, how many people - how many men - were within the Karako?
I'm speaking about 2002 and 2003.

A. Tdon't remember the exact number, Mr Prosecutor.

Q. Do you know how many FACA troops there were in 2002/2003; how
many men were amongst the rank and file within the FACA?

A.  No, Prosecutor. With all the instability, no, I really couldn't tell you how
many men were in the FACA at that time.

Q. Do you know how many MLC soldiers arrived in the CAR in 2002/2003;
how many people made up the MLC contingent at that time?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, I don't know how many people made up the MLC
contingent at that time.

Q. Before I move on to another topic, Mr Witness, I'd like to put a question
to you once again, a question I've already put to you. It has to do with the
alliance between the Karako and General Bozizé, or President Patassé.
Another Defence witness, Witness 57 -- and the reference once again only in
French, I apologise, transcript 256, edited version, page 32, lines 11 to 16. This
witness, 57, said the following: "You know, before Bozizé rebelled, there was
a group called the Karako around the Boy-Rabé area during the events. Well,
before they backed Patassé. However, once the events broke out they joined
up with Bozizé and they were called the Karako."

Witness 119, who I mentioned a few moments ago, Mr Witness, said that the
Karako were made up of the unemployed and he said exactly the same thing.
This witness, 119, and you agreed with that witness about the composition of
those troops, said, "The Karako were unemployed people who had no work.

Many of them followed or rallied or backed President Bozizé."
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So I'll put the question to you once again, Mr Witness. Do you still maintain
that during the entire conflict the Karako remained allies of President Patassé,
or is it correct to say that some of them joined Bozizé's movement?

A. Mr Prosecutor, that is true. When General Bozizé was to flee, it was an
uprising - a military uprising - and those who had been recruited at that time
and who were to be trained, they followed him.

Q.  So, Witness, I just want to make sure I've understood you. So you're
confirming - and this is contrary to what you said a few moments ago - that the
Karako followed General Bozizé during the conflict? Have I understood you
correctly?

A.  Yes, Mr Prosecutor, some of them, because even within the CAR Army,
within the loyalist forces who were recognised as such, there were some people
who followed him as well. So those who had been trained by Karako, under
his authority at this time, also followed him.

Q.  Witness, I would now like to turn to another topic, the co-ordination
centre. You mentioned that co-ordination centre located at Camp Béal; is that
correct?

A. Yes, Mr Prosecutor.

Q. Could you remind us of the name of the person who led the
co-ordination centre?

A. Itold you a few moments ago that it was Commander Emmanuel
Ngboya.

Q. Were there units or smaller units within this co-ordination centre?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, I have no information about that.

Q. I'mnot so sure I've understood your answer. It seems to me that this
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morning, when Mr Haynes was asking you about the co-ordination centre, you
were able to provide us with some information about how the centre operated.
Have I misunderstood what you said earlier this morning?

A.  Mr Prosecutor, could you please repeat your question?

Q. Iwanted to make sure there was no misunderstanding, Mr Witness.

I had the impression that, when the Defence counsel was asking you questions
this morning about the co-ordination centre, you seemed to be familiar with
that centre's operations. Have I understood correctly, or have I
misunderstood something?

A.  Counsel asked me the question whether -- well, he asked me who led the
centre and where it was located and I provided that information.

Q. Well, if you can't answer me in open session, just tell me so and we'll go
into private session.

Now, my next question is this: Now, you -- how did you come to know who
was leading the centre and how it was run?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn briefly into private
session.

*(Private session at 1.16 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we're in private session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

Just to play on the safest side, Maitre Badibanga.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) I thank you, your Honour.

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted).
2 Q. (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4 A. (Redacted).
5 Q. (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted).
8 A. (Redacted).
9 Q. (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11 A. (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted).
16 Q. (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 A. (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21 Q. (Redacted)
22 A. (Redacted)
23 Q. (Redacted)
24 A. (Redacted).

25 MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Your Honour, fellow participants and
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parties, we weren't planning to present this particular document, but the
document that I'm basing myself is CAR-OTP-0042-0237. This is a document
that has been discussed on several occasions before this Chamber and, unless
I'm mistaken, it has been tendered into evidence. Itis a document that shows
us where the CCOP was located within the CAR Army and it also shows the
various units and sub-units. So I'd like to make use of this document to
provide further support for my questioning.

Q. Now, Mr Witness --

MR HAYNES: Ihave absolutely no objection if Mr Badibanga wants to show
the witness the document.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Haynes.

Would you like the document to be displayed, Maitre?

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) It will depend on the answer that I get
in just a few moments. If I could last -- if I could ask a final question and,
depending on his answer, we'll see.

Q.  Witness, I asked you which units and sub-units were included within the
co-ordination centre and first you said you didn't know and then, when I asked
you which sub-unit (Redacted), you said that it was the strategy sub-unit,
unless I'm mistaken. Is that correct?

A. Yes, Mr Prosecutor.

Q.  Well, Witness, on this document we do not see a strategy sub-unit within
the operations centre. Was this just an oversight? Did you forget? Could
you try to be more specific, or are you sure that there was a strategy sub-unit
within the centre?

A. It's been more than ten years since that time, Mr Prosecutor. Ican't
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remember exactly.

Q.  You are correct, Witness, and we will come back to this whole issue of
one's memory and one's memory after a lapse of ten years. Now, if I could
just spend the last five minutes to a few minor points for private session.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted).

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted).

Q. Very quickly, in the few moments remaining. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- (Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Could I ask you to think about this and we will revisit the issue later this
afternoon?

Your Honour, I do see that we have run out of time.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
(Open session at 1.28 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: Madam President, we're in open session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, we'll have now our lunch-break,
time for you to have lunch, take some rest. It's 1.30. We'll be back at

3 o'clock.

The hearing is suspended.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

(Recess taken at 1.29 p.m.)

(Transcription of the hearing continues in Transcript:
ICC-01/05-01/08-T-321bis-CONF-ENG)
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