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International Criminal Court1

Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 12

Situation:  Central African Republic3

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo -4

ICC-01/05-01/085

Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and6

Judge Kuniko Ozaki7

Trial Hearing8

Wednesday, 20 November 20139

(Witness enters court via videolink)10

*(The hearing starts in closed session at 9.41 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session11

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.  The International Criminal Court is12

now in session.  Please be seated.13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good morning and welcome.  Please,14

court officer, call the case.15

THE COURT OFFICER:  Thank you, Madam President.  Situation in the16

Central African Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus17

Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, case reference ICC-01/05-01/08.18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much.  I welcome the19

Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims, Defence team,20

Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, good morning to our interpreters, our court21

reporters.  Good morning Ms. Bossette.22

THE COURT OFFICER: (VIA VIDEOLINK) Good morning, Madam23

President.24

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  And good morning, Mr Witness.  How are25
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you this morning?1

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning, Madam President.2

Good morning to all.  I feel fine this morning and I'm ready to continue3

our work.4

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  So5

just before I start, I need to remind you that you are still under oath.6

Do you understand that, sir?7

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, Madam President.  As has been8

the case since the beginning of the questioning, I realise that I am9

under oath.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, I also want to remind you11

that you are expected to speak slower than normal.  You don't need to12

speak giving stops as you did yesterday.  It's just enough that you speak13

slower than normal and that you wait for the five seconds about before14

you start giving your answer.  I'm sure we can count on you, Mr Witness,15

can't we?16

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) As I've said, Madam President of17

the Chamber, in general, I tend to speak quickly.  I will, however, it18

continue to make the necessary effort and improve upon myself for the19

remainder of the questioning.20

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  We thank you very much.  You are doing21

quite well, Mr Witness.  I'm sure that our interpreters are quite happy.22

So I will -- we will continue with your questioning.  It's still23

with the office of the Prosecution.  Then I give the floor to24

Maître Badibanga.25
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WITNESS:  CAR-CHM-PPPP-00011

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) thank you, Madam President.  Good2

morning, good morning to the Chamber.3

QUESTIONED BY MR BADIBANGA: (Continuing)4

Q.   Good morning, Witness.5

A.   Good morning, Counsel.6

Q.   I hope you had a good night's rest, as the President of the7

Chamber has asked you, and if you're ready, we will continue with what we8

were dealing with yesterday, and we will endeavour to speak slowly and to9

keep to the five-second rule.10

We can speak fairly normally, albeit a bit more slowly than11

usual.  The important thing is to pause between the question and the12

answer, the five-second rule, which helps the court reporters and the13

interpreters.14

Yesterday, Witness, at the end of the day, at the end of15

yesterday's hearing, you responded to one of my questions regarding the16

withdrawal of the troops.  My question was the following:  Are we to17

understand --18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Could, please the court officer --19

okay.  I just wanted to check that we still had the video.20

(Trial Chamber and registrar confer)21

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I'm so sorry, Maître Badibanga.  Could22

you please restart?23

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.24

Q.   Mr Witness, as I was saying when I spoke about the withdrawal of25
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the troops yesterday I finished with the following question:  Are we to1

understand from what you've said that it wasn't the Central African2

authorities who requested that the Congolese troops leave the territory?3

And this is what you answered:  No, because the rebels they were fighting4

had -- came into the entire country and, in particular, into Bangui.5

This is transcript 354.  I have the real time version.  It was at the6

very last page or virtually the last page, page 78 in the French version.7

Witness, if I look at your answer again, you said no, because the8

rebels who were fighting had invaded the country and had moved into9

Bangui.  What exactly did you mean by that answer?  Could you explain it10

a bit further because my question was did the Central African authorities11

ask the Congolese troops to leave the territory?12

A.   As I declared, the situation was totally confusing during those13

last moments.  The positions of the rebel troops in the various cities14

that I listed on the roads that I also indicated, they had moved forward15

throughout, and there was general confusion, total confusion.  The MLC16

troops, as I said, who were at the front began disconnecting and the fact17

that they were giving up was amplified during the last days by the fall18

of Bangui, when the rebels moved into the city of Bangui.  That is how19

I would answer your question.  There was confusion, total confusion, as20

the rebels moved in toward Bangui.21

Q.   Perhaps we can examine that from a different angle.  The22

Central African authorities had called for help; that is, they called the23

MLC troops to resist the rebellion.  Are we to understand or draw the24

conclusion that it was in their interest to maintain the presence of the25
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MLC troops in the Central African Republic or on the contrary, from a1

given point of time, they might have wanted the Congolese troops to2

leave?3

A.   Let me repeat once again that the operations on the front had4

begun to turn to the disadvantage of the MLC troops who were supported by5

the USP.  And secondly, in the last moments, I remember quite well, on6

the 13th and 14th, the Central African head of state was not in the7

country itself.  He was not in the Central African Republic.8

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Madam President, if you will allow9

me I'd like to show the witness a document, CAR-DEF-0001-0634.  This is10

document number 46 on the updated Prosecution list.11

THE COURT OFFICER: (VIA VIDEOLINK) (Interpretation) The document12

has been shown to the witness.13

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)14

Q.   Witness, as you can see, this document is dated September 19th,15

2008.  There is no heading, but it was provided to us by Mr Bemba's16

Defence.  It is a memo drafted by a former -- a person in charge of the17

MLC, and it describes the ALC, the Army for the Liberation of the Congo.18

As you know this was the around branch of the MLC as it is explained in19

the very first paragraph of this document, but the reason I'm showing you20

this document is because at a given point of time, there is mention of21

the intervention in the Central African Republic.  I would like to ask22

the court officer to show you first of all the last page, the signature23

page, which is the page 0643.24

THE COURT OFFICER: (VIA VIDEOLINK) (Interpretation) The document25
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has been shown to the witness.1

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Fine.2

Q.   I just wanted to show you that this document has been signed by a3

brigade general, Mougapa Sumi.  Please show the witness page 640.4

THE COURT OFFICER: (VIA VIDEOLINK) (Interpretation) Could you5

please tell us how that page starts because the copy we have does not6

have the ERN number at the bottom.7

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) This is the right page.  It starts8

indeed with words, "Une brigade" in French.  It is the second portion9

that I'd like to show the witness, Roman numeral 2, intervention,10

et cetera.  So it's the second part of this page.11

THE COURT OFFICER: (VIA VIDEOLINK) (Interpretation) The witness12

has the document before him now.13

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)14

Q.   Witness, could I ask you to read the first paragraph, which15

finishes, "After the intervention of General Gambi in 2002," in other16

words that first paragraph?17

A.   Yes, Counsel.18

"It is not necessary to recall here that the ALC had crossed the19

Ubangi river on two occasions.  The first time in July 2001, and the20

second time from October 2002 to March 2003.  These two interventions21

were made upon the request, the outright request, made by the authorities22

of the Central African Republic who -- in particular by its president23

Mr Patassé, and with first of all Mr Bozizé, who is the president of --24

president of the Central African Republic, as chief of staff in 2001, and25
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then General Gamby as Chief of General Staff in 2002."1

Q.   Thank you.  Let's take it from the beginning.  In the second line2

of this text, there is mention made of the first intervention in July of3

2001.  Do I remember correctly in saying that the attempted coup d'état4

led by General Kolingba took place in May of 2001?5

A.   Yes, yes, Counsel, the attempted coup d'état led by6

General Kolingba took place at the end of May 2001.  It was Mother's Day,7

the end of May 2001.8

Q.   Let's take a look at the end of the paragraph.  Do I remember9

correctly in saying that according to your testimony the individual who10

was Chief of General Staff in 2002, October 2002, was General Bétibangui?11

Am I correct?12

A.   Yes, that's correct, Counsel. * After General Bozizé, when he13

entered into rebellion and was dismissed, General Bétibangui was14

appointed Chief of General Staff.15

Q. (Redacted) could16

you tell us (Redacted) whether General Gambi was Chief of General Staff17

at any given point in time?18

A.   Yes, yes, Counsel. (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

Q.   I know that this is something that has been dealt with time and24

time again.  You've explained it on numerous occasions.  I just wanted to25
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hear it again clearly since we are reading this text together. (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

I'd like to go on to the next page and perhaps begin at the end3

of the page, and I will perhaps read it out for you.  First of all, the4

very last line at the bottom of this page.  Let me start again.5

"The ALC troops sent to the central -- were placed under the6

direct command of the military authorities of the Central African armed7

forces, referred to as FACA, that being the acronym.  In other words --"8

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) I hear some odd sounds in my head9

set.  I don't know whether that's coming from the booth or whether there10

is a problem with the witness.11

THE COURT OFFICER: (VIA VIDEOLINK) Could you tell us which page12

we are on?  Is this the following page?13

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Yes.  I started at the page where14

we were at, and then I just continued on to the following page.  I'm at15

the top of the page.16

THE COURT OFFICER: (VIA VIDEOLINK) (Interpretation) Very well.17

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)18

Q.   That page begins with the following:19

"Were placed under --"20

THE INTERPRETER:  Overlapping speakers.21

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)22

Q.   I will resume:  "The ALC troops sent to the Central African23

Republic were placed under the direct command of the military authorities24

of the Central African armed forces, referred to as FACA, that being the25
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acronym.  In other words, everything was provided to them by the FACA, be1

it logistics, all arrangements necessary, and also in terms of2

operations.  The ALC troops who were deployed there were provided with3

weapons, munitions, clothing, and other supplies by the Central African4

army."5

I will stop at that particular point and ask you this, Witness:6

Witness, could we focus on what the document is saying here; namely, the7

role of the FACA?  On several occasions you've explained to us that if8

there was to be some coordination, it was to be with the USP, but this9

document seems to single out the FACA troops, and their role.  What was10

the role of FACA in this regard?  Now, do you have any general comment to11

make about the structure or the operations that seem to be indicated in12

this particular paragraph?13

A.   Yes, Counsel.  In particular, when it mentions "were supplied14

with weapons and munitions," because I have said that in light of the15

constant disturbances and difficulties that the country had been going16

through, particularly within the CAR national army, I'm speaking of17

mutinies, attempts to overthrow the government, the places where weapons18

and ammunitions were kept had been looted.  There were no weapons, there19

were no munitions to supply the ALC troops with, those ALC troops that20

were in the field.  However, it seems to me that it might be possible21

that they were provided with foodstuffs because those soldiers were22

within the country, they were on the soil of the23

Central African Republic.  I've already made that point.  I've already24

said that.25
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Q. Allow me to continue reading from this document.  I will resume1

at the point where I had left off.2

"Thus they (the troops) were on the same footing as their3

Central African Republic colleagues.  Their transportation to the various4

operational zones was provided fully and exclusively by FACA because they5

did not know the terrain, nor did they know the positions that were being6

held by the enemy."7

So I had asked questions about logistics and supplies.  Now let8

us turn our attention, Witness, to transportation, the transportation of9

soldiers and, you see, according to what I've just read out to you, the10

transportation was provided fully by the FACA, only by the FACA, and that11

these soldiers were really on the same footing as the Central African12

Republic soldiers.  Can you clear things up for us?  Can you give us your13

take on the situation?14

A.   Counsel, the troops that had arrived were not on the same footing15

as the local troops.  Let me reiterate.  The troops that came in were not16

the same or on the same footing as the local troops.  I also said that,17

in terms of the operating modes, the MLC troops tended to travel by foot18

more.  In other words, if there had been some transportation, well, they19

would not have gone by vehicle, they would have walked.  I also have said20

that the coordination of all of that was handled by the presidential21

security unit, which, in this those days, still had a few vehicles to22

take those soldiers close to combat zones so that they could then walk,23

move forward, and attack the towns that were being held by the rebels.24

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Your Honour, yesterday I said that25
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I was going to provide the Chamber with some references regarding the1

mixing of the troops, and I think this is my opportunity to do so.  Now,2

Defence Witness 06, transcript 328, edited English version, page 19, made3

reference to the mixing of soldiers.  He spoke of a unit that was made up4

of a mixture of soldiers.5

Witness -- Defence Witness number 4, transcript 325, part 2,6

edited English version page 25, made reference to the mixing of platoons7

saying that there was one MLC platoon to every two FACA platoons and vice8

versa.9

Q.   Witness, now you've answered this question and you seemed quite10

surprised, and I've given the two references and I read this point out,11

that the troops were together or they were on the same footing so to12

speak.  Was that the case?13

A.   Counsel, I've explained that when the MLC troops arrived, army14

green uniforms were provided.  They were provided by the presidential15

security unit and they had been -- they were given to those soldiers.16

I also said that, for example, within certain units, for example, the17

USP, there were some indications -- you see, there were armbands that18

were worn.  For example, there were yellow, green, white armbands, and19

that made it possible to distinguish the various units from one another.20

For example, a particular company might have a yellow armband, another21

company would have a blue armband, another company would have a green22

armband or a red armband.  So that is how it was possible to distinguish23

amongst the various units.  There were those signs.  And here, the24

document here says that the troops were all together or combined.  I'm25
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not so sure.  I'm unable to piece this together.  The coordination and1

the support of the MLC troops in the field was handled by the members of2

the presidential security unit.3

Q.   I'm going to continue reading from this document.  Simply put, in4

2001, these troops came directly under General Bozizé, who at the time5

was the Chief of General Staff of the FACA, who managed them and6

commanded them on a daily basis.  Then, in 2002, they were under the7

direct command of General Gambi, Chief of General Staff, with the8

assistance of General Bombayake who at the time was the commander of the9

republican guard."10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

A.   Yes, Counsel.  As I have said, there is a chain missing, rather,16

there is a link missing within the chain here.  There is a link missing17

in this particular paragraph.  I said, and allow me to reiterate so that18

the Court can better understand, General Bozizé began a rebellion in19

2001.  He was replaced as Chief of General Staff of the joint forces by20

General Bétibangui.  So within this paragraph, the name doesn't appear,21

and General Bétibangui remained in that position until December 2002.  He22

was in that position when the October 2002 attacks occurred, when the MLC23

troops arrived to help drive off the rebels.  General Bétibangui died in24

December 2002, and he was replaced in January 2003 by Colonel Gambi,25
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Antoine.  Colonel Gambi, Antoine was never Chief of General Staff in1

2002.  What's more, he was never appointed brigadier-general in 2002.  He2

was appointed brigadier-general in May 2003.  So there you have it,3

Counsel.4

As I've been saying, there is one particular element missing5

here, a link that is missing in this paragraph.  It's not said who was6

the Chief of General Staff who replaced General Bozizé when he rose up7

and became a rebel.  In this document, his name appears but in this8

report, oddly enough, his name disappears.  So this means, Counsel,9

that can we attribute credibility to this document or should we conclude10

that many things are not said here and should we conclude -- well, let me11

return to this particular point.  Gambi was not the Chief of General12

Staff in 2002.  Gambi was not promoted to the rank of brigadier-general13

in 2002.  Gambi held the rank of colonel in January 2003 when he was14

appointed Chief of General Staff (Redacted),15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted).  So there you have it, Counsel.  That's the clarification17

that I would like to provide to you.18

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  I feel the need to give you an explanation.19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted) That is the21

only objective of this exercise that we are engaged in right now.22

You said, transcript 353, transcript from two days ago, Monday,23

page 56 in the English version, line 26 until the following page, and24

French version page 51, lines 10 to 14, let me repeat the references.25
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English version, 3 -- transcript 353, page 56, line 25 to page 57, line1

4.  French version, page 51, lines 10 to 14.  The Presiding Judge was2

asking you a question.  She asked you to describe the structure, the3

command structure, of the MLC, and you answered saying that you were4

unable to describe it because the modes of operation were not the same.5

What did you mean exactly when you said that the operating modes were not6

the same?7

A.   I was answering that question in relation to operations in the8

field, in relation to movements in the field.  I said, and I make this9

point once again, Counsel, the MLC troops were moving on foot, as a10

general rule, to attack their target.  That is what I meant when I was11

talking about their mode of operation.  Even within the country, people12

knew that the MLC troops were walking to their destination; namely, the13

places where they were going to be fighting.  That's what I meant when14

I spoke about modes of operation.15

Q.   I'd like to make reference now to Defence Witness 53, transcript16

230, edited version, page 53, line 14.  I'm giving the English transcript17

references.  Now, Witness, this person, who testified on behalf of the18

Defence as a military expert, I might add, said that the MLC troops were19

integrated, came under the command and control of the Central African20

Republic army headquarters, and the MLC troops received orders and21

reported to the CCOP which was located at Camp Béal.  Also, according to22

the same witness, the joint troops, MLC and CAR, had been stationed by23

the CCOP with the approval of the army headquarters, and they were put24

under the command of the CAR authorities, with support from the CAR army25
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in terms of logistics and food.1

Now, since this point bears directly upon your testimony, can you2

give us your take on this particular assessment provided by the Defence3

witness?4

A.   Counsel, you make mention of a military expert.  Was that expert5

actually in the field?  Was that expert there?  Did he experience what6

happened?  I say that because I am saying that experts may be sitting in7

their offices compiling reports and then coming to give testimony, and8

you see the people who actually were in the field, who actually9

experienced the events, they can come and give testimony, and that is my10

case today. (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

Q.   Thank you.13

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Could we show the witness the last14

page of the document that is currently on the screen?  And I believe it15

begins with -- yes, that's it.  This is CAR-DEF-0001-0643.16

Now, I showed you the previous page, Witness, and you saw what17

was there.  It was part of the conclusion of the report.  I would just18

like to read out the second point here because the first point was a19

summary of the organisation of the ALC, generally speaking, whereas the20

second point summarises the position of the report's author concerning21

the deployment in the Central African Republic.  Here we see:22

"Deployed in the Central African Republic.  At each level, from23

the company level to the battalion level, to the operational command, at24

each level these troops had a commander and a coordinator who were all25
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under the direct command of the General Staff of the FACA."1

That was the first point.2

"B) These troops, who did not -- who were not familiar with the3

terrain, the ground, and had not brought anything, were completely --4

everything was provided to them by the FACA authorities.  They paid them,5

they fed them, they provided them with weapons and ammunition and6

transported them to the various positions aboard FACA vehicles.7

"(C) These troops did not engage in murder, nor did they organise8

any systematic looting because that flies in the face of reason.9

"(D) Certain individual troops guilty of looting were punished in10

accordance with the code of conduct."11

So, Witness, could we discuss points C and D a little bit later?12

We will set them aside for right now because these are crimes, you see,13

and I do have a series of questions for you about the actual crimes14

committed by MLC troops.  What I thought is that at this point we could15

focus on points A and B, and, you see, points A and B are a summary of16

the report's author, his position on the command and the integration of17

MLC troops, and I think you can see each time here mention is made of18

FACA.  So that's what I'd like to ask you about, ask you to comment on?19

A.   Yes, Counsel.  As for paragraph A, as I stated, I can once again20

repeat that the commander of the MLC troops in the CAR was21

Colonel Mustapha.  He provided the coordination of the troops and was22

there regularly, and if possible, on a daily basis he went to visit the23

various fronts in order to follow through on the operations.  I also24

stated that the MLC troops, when they arrived, were supported by the25
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presidential security unit, the USP.  I also stated previously, in my1

previous statements, that, whether it's here or in my country,2

Colonel Mustapha went to see people at Camp Béal to obtain information3

as to how the operations on the ground were being carried out.4

So what I'm saying here is that the troops were in no way under5

the command of the FACA.  Perhaps during a certain period, but certainly6

not during the period of time (Redacted)7

(Redacted).  As regards provisions8

and supplies for the troops in the field, or regarding weapons and9

ammunition, I can repeat once again here today that the troops arrived in10

the zone with their own weapons and ammunition, and therefore, you cannot11

send troops out in the field, and all the more so, to a foreign country,12

you cannot send soldiers without weapons and ammunition, given, as I've13

already stated, given the events, the series of events that had occurred14

and given that our own military arsenals, our munitions and weapons15

storage places had been pillaged.  So I know that supplies, food, in16

particular, had been supplied, in particular beef was provided to feed17

these troops who were manoeuvring in the area, and also they received the18

PGA allowance that was given to them by the USP through the president of19

the republic.  That is what I can tell you, Counsel, as regards what is20

stated in both subparagraphs A and B.21

Q.   This establishes a good link with an exchange you had with the22

Presiding Judge, but also with Judge Aluoch.  This is transcript 353 in23

English, page 57, lines 13 until the next page, 58, on line 6.  In the24

French edited version, it's on page 51, lines 55 until page 52, line 14.25
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Let me reread it to you.  The Presiding Judge asked you the following:1

"Witness, could you clarify something for me?  You have just2

stated in your previous answer that Colonel Mustapha was the director,3

the chief, the commander of the MLC detachment in the CAR.  He was the4

one who provided the coordination for all of the operations.  What5

exactly do you mean by the word 'coordination,' coordination of all the6

operations?"7

And your response to that question was as follows:8

"That means that he was the one that followed the MLC troops, the9

operations in the field, on the various roads, and in the various areas,10

the various zones.  He was the one, and practically on a daily basis he11

came and went to see how things were going in the field."12

And then Judge Aluoch asked you:13

"And when you say he came under the chief of the MLC, who are you14

referring to?"15

And your answer was:16

"We all knew at the time that the head of the MLC was Mr Bemba."17

A further question was put to you:18

"Can you tell the Chamber what was the position of19

Colonel Mustapha compared to Mr Bemba, since you've said that he was the20

head of the MLC, the chief of the MLC?  What was the interaction between21

the two and the nature of the interaction?"22

And your response to that question, Witness, was:23

"I believe if he was the chief of the MLC detachment operating in24

the CAR, then he had to report to the chief of the MLC."25
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The reason I'm going back to that exchange, Witness, is because1

I would like to clarify one point one more time.  In the various2

documents we have received from the Defence and that I have shown you3

(Redacted).  According4

to your statements that I've just read out, you state that5

Colonel Mustapha was under the orders of Mr Bemba.6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

A. (Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted) Again,15

once again, the MLC troops were supported by the USP, that is the16

presidential security unit.  And let me add something, if I may, as17

regards this question.  There were a series of events, there was disorder18

in the CAR, disturbances had taken place, and the authorities, as I said19

a moment ago, there had been weapons warehouses and ammunition20

warehouses had been pillaged.  We had no weapons.  And therefore we had no21

weapons to provide to troops coming, coming in to support us, to help us push22

down the rebellion.  So that's how you need to understand the situation.23

We did not have weapons.  We did not have ammunition to provide, to give24

to those who were coming in to help us.  So if I may repeat once again,25
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those troops did not come empty-handed.1

So, Counsel, I believe I have answered your question.  Number 1,2

we didn't have weapons, we didn't have ammunition to provide. (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  If you will allow me just a follow-up5

question.6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted) My question is:  Do you know or do you heard or were9

you informed that Colonel Bétibangui, (Redacted), was giving orders to10

Colonel Mustapha (Redacted) of the presence of MLC in your11

country?12

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted) So I can't tell you what happened under the command of16

General Bétibangui, as regards his relationship with Colonel Mustapha.17

I simply cannot tell you.  I don't know. (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

Maître Badibanga.14

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)15

Q.   To finish off on the matter of authority and who gave orders to16

Colonel Mustapha or, rather, who Colonel Mustapha reported to, (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

A. (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted) Now, as regards the concept of command or, rather, who depended2

on whom, or rather whom Colonel Mustapha reported to, Colonel Mustapha3

came under the MLC authorities, and I personally don't know how the MLC4

was organised precisely but I do know that Colonel Mustapha came under5

the authority of the MLC.6

Q.   A moment ago I said that we were going to concentrate on A and B,7

and now I would like to take a look at subparagraphs C and D of the text8

that is on the screen before you.  Let me reread them.9

"Those troops did not commit murder, nor did they organise any10

systematic pillaging, as it is claimed against all logic."11

"(D) Certain -- some soldiers who were guilty of pillaging were12

punished in keeping with the code of conduct."13

For clarification, I'm referring here to page CAR-DEF-0001-064314

of the document which is now on the screen which is number 46 on the15

Prosecution list the reference of which is CAR-DEF-0001-0634.16

Witness, I have prepared some questions in order to go into17

further detail regarding crimes that might have been committed by the18

MLC, but perhaps you could give us your general impression.  If we read19

this text, it states that the MLC troops did not commit murder nor did20

they organise any systematic looting.  What is your testimony regarding21

this matter?22

A.   As regards this matter, there was looting.  There was looting in23

the cities and villages where the events took place.  There was pillaging24

and looting in the various towns.  And there were crimes committed.25
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There was looting, pillaging, crimes, and even rapes.  That is what I can1

say by way of testimony regarding these two subparagraphs.2

Q.   In subparagraph D, it states that certain soldiers who were3

guilty of pillaging had been punished. (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted) throughout the period of the conflict, did you yourself hear6

about the fact that certain MLC soldiers had been punished or had7

committed pillaging?8

A.   Yes. (Redacted)9

certain soldiers, who had perpetrated crimes or pillaging or other acts,10

had been withdrawn and had been sent back to Zongo to be punished.11

(Redacted)12

Q. (Redacted) any numbers? (Redacted) how many soldiers13

were sent to Zongo for that reason?14

A.   No, (Redacted) any numbers but frequently, when that type15

of situation occurred, (Redacted) the guilty individuals had been16

sent back to Zongo.  I don't know whether they were actually punished in17

Zongo because that was not in the Central African Republic.18

Q.   What were the circumstances around which (Redacted)19

(Redacted) about this?  Had there been complaints lodged by the20

Central African Republic authorities or on the part of the population, or21

was it simply because there had been information in the press, or was it22

on (Redacted) without anyone having raised the issue, (Redacted)23

or any other source of information?24

A.   Counsel, it was following complaints that had been lodged.  We25
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received complaints from the local population, complaints from the1

authorities who were living through these events in the field, (Redacted)2

(Redacted) about the measures that had been taken.3

However, I was not in a position to check (Redacted) because, as4

I told you, the guilty parties were sent back to Zongo in the DRC.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga, Judge Aluoch wants a6

clarification.7

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Mr Witness, a few minutes ago, you made this8

statement.  This is page 22, from line -- lines 17 and 18 of the9

transcript.  You were answering questions being posed by Mr Badibanga as10

he was reading some paragraphs.  This is what you said:11

"There were crimes committed.  There were lootings, pillaging,12

crimes and rape."13

And then you said:14

"That is what I can say by way of testimony."15

I would like you to clarify, how did you become aware of this?16

How do you know there were crimes committed?  What is your source of17

information, please?18

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, as I was saying a19

moment ago to Prosecution, the abuses, the acts of violence and the20

pillaging, as well as other crimes that were committed, the authorities21

and the public in the Central African Republic knew, people were22

complaining, and I -- I stated already that the women who had been raped23

talked about it.  The women who had been raped in front of their very own24

husbands and children talked about it.  And there was even an association25
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of victims of those events that was set up, and the information came as1

far (Redacted), and therefore, your Honours, the local2

authorities, the village chiefs were talking about it, the mayors,3

everyone.  It was not something that was done in hiding.  It was not4

secret.  So that's the answer that I can give to you as -- in order to5

clarify what happened.  These were matters that were known to the public.6

These were matters that were known to the population in the various towns7

and villages where the troops went through and carried out operations in8

those various places.9

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) I believe it's time for the break10

this morning.11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Yes, Maître.12

Mr Witness, it's 11.00.  It's time for a cup of coffee, take some13

rest.  We will suspend and resume at 11.30.  The hearing is suspended.14

(Recess taken at 11.01 a.m.)15

*(The hearing resumes in closed session at 11.35 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session16

THE COURT USHER:  Please be seated.17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Welcome back.  Welcome back,18

Mr Witness.19

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.20

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  May we continue with your testimony,21

sir?22

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.  We can continue.23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga.24

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.25
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Q.   Witness, earlier you said that (Redacted)1

(Redacted) about measures that had been taken in relation to crimes allegedly2

committed by MLC soldiers, and you said that the MLC soldiers had been3

sent to Zongo in the DRC. (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

A. (Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted) those acts11

were irresponsible, that acts of violence and abuses had occurred, and12

that the people in question had been sent back to their base in Zongo in13

any event, Counsel. (Redacted)14

(Redacted) didn't know what was going on,15

what was happening when those soldiers were sent to Zongo.16

Q. (Redacted) deny that the crimes had really17

occurred? (Redacted) challenge the fact that those crimes had occurred?18

Is that what you're saying?19

A.   What I'm saying is that (Redacted) the abuses and20

violent acts that some soldiers were guilty of, and that those soldiers21

had been sent back to their base in Zongo.22

Q.   I think you'll realise, sir, that this is an important question.23

(Redacted), and it's24

important for the Chamber to be informed correctly. (Redacted)25
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that those crimes occurred?  That -- I'm really stressing this point1

because I think it's important for the Bench to know (Redacted)2

(Redacted) of this reality of those crimes.3

A.   Counsel, must I remind you that the MLC troops, during that4

period, were already in the field as of October 2002, (Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

but before that, but before, when those soldiers were in the field, and12

during the operations, towards the north, chasing after those rebels,13

yes, abuses and violent acts did occur.14

That is my answer to you, Counsel. (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted) regarding the operations18

in the field and how they were unfolding because it was those soldiers19

who were at the front and who were the subject of those complaints that20

we received from the local population, from the community leaders who21

were there.  So, you see, Counsel, that is my answer to you, my answer to22

your question.23

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  I think you've done well to remind us of the24

golden rule when giving testimony, namely that you should only speak25
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about what you know yourself, what you've experienced or what you heard1

directly from a source.  So I'm not going to ask you to speculate about2

earlier periods of time or about things you don't know about.  If you3

don't know, you're quite right to say that you don't know.  A few moments4

ago you said that during the operations in the north, as the soldiers5

chased after the rebels, abuses and violent acts occurred.  Could you6

tell us what places, where the MLC soldiers committed abuses and acts of7

violence?  Did you have reliable reports about such abuses and acts of8

violence by MLC troops?9

A.   Well, first of all, in the northern neighbourhoods of Bangui, at10

PK12 in particular, where MLC soldiers were stationed for a long time,11

for a while.  That is where they organised themselves before continuing12

operations towards the north along the main roads that I mentioned13

earlier.  So the northern neighbourhoods of Bangui, PK12, Bakongo,14

et cetera, Boy-Rabé, the northern neighbourhoods, until the rebels15

arrived, before they withdrew.  But those -- but that -- those16

detachments were stationed primarily at PK12.  Then, you see, along the17

main roads that led to the north, the villages along those roads.  I'll18

mention the towns.  Boali on the western road, Boali, Bossembélé, the19

road towards Bossembélé, where there is a crossroads, there is the road20

that comes from Cameroon by Bouar and then going to Bangui, so Bossembélé21

was an important town, Bossembélé.  And then there is a road that goes to22

the centre-north, Bossangoa, Bossangoa.  There was violent fighting23

there, Bossembélé, but also Bossemptélé, Bossemptélé, and then heading up24

towards Bozoum.  From Bossembélé, Bossemptélé, Bossemptélé to go towards25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-355-Red-ENG WT 20-11-2013 28/72 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Witness: CAR-CHM-PPPP-0001 (On former oath) (Open Session) Page 29
Questioned by Mr Badibanga (Continuing)

Case No. ICC-01/05-01/08 Wednesday, 20 November 2013

Bozoum, there was fighting towards Bozoum, and in the Boayie (* phon)1

region, in that region.  I'm speaking of the major locations where2

fighting occurred.  Bossangoa and from Bangui.  To the east, Damara.  And3

if one goes up from Damara to the north, Bossangolo (* phon), Bouka,4

Batangafo, Kabo.  I think that the fighting occurred at Bouka, also still5

Damara moving east, Sibut.  There is a road, you see, that goes from6

Sibut to the north, Dekoa-Kaga-Bondoro.  But you see the main areas where7

fighting occurred Bozoum, Bossangoa, Bossemptélé, Bossembélé, PK12,8

Damara, Sibut, and in those northern areas.  So basically, Counsel, how9

do I explain what happened during that time?10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Judge Aluoch wants a clarification.11

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Mr Witness, (Redacted),12

(Redacted) the abuses to the rebel soldiers, the FACA rebel13

soldiers? (Redacted) attribute14

those abuses to the rebel soldiers?15

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Counsel, your Honour, the rebels16

were on the other side. (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)23

Q.   Witness, I asked you in what other towns in the north did MLC24

soldiers commit abuses and violent acts, as far as you know.  If25
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I haven't put it clearly, well -- well, I asked you about these acts of1

violence and abuses, and in your reply you mentioned the northern2

neighbourhoods of Bangui and you mentioned a number of roads, and you3

mentioned a number of towns.  You said, and rightly so, that you weren't4

going to mention the villages, you were going to focus on the towns, but5

in actual facts when you listed those towns you said that is where6

fighting had occurred.  So I would like to ask you this, to make sure7

that the transcript is entirely clear and that we've understood your8

testimony, could you identify the towns where you heard about -- for9

which you heard reports that there had been abuses and acts of violence?10

Was it all the towns in question or just some of those towns?11

A.   Counsel, I said earlier, I'm not sure if I've made myself12

understood or not.  Initially I was talking about the northern13

neighbourhoods of Bangui, in particular PK12.  That is at the exit from14

the town of Bangui.  That is where MLC soldiers were located.  That's15

where they set up their base.  That's where they organised themselves in16

order to deploy along the various main roads going after the rebels, the17

northern neighbourhoods of Bangui.  I mentioned PK12 in particular, where18

those soldiers remained for a long time.  They continued to advance and19

moved to a number of towns where there were clashes, skirmishes, fighting20

with the rebels.  They went all the way up to Bossangoa and there was21

violent fighting there between the MLC soldiers and the rebels.22

Similarly, there was violent fighting in Bozoum between MLC soldiers and23

rebels.  I said so.24

Then, see, as the rebels advanced the MLC soldiers withdrew.25
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From Bossangoa they moved back and the town that was closest was1

Bossembélé, and so they regrouped there once again to begin a possible2

counteroffensive.  Similarly after Bozoum, they went down to Bossemptélé3

for a counteroffensive, a possible counteroffensive.  And so on and so4

forth.  Along the Damara road, the road towards Bouka, Bongolo, they5

withdrew to Damara, and those who were along the Bouka road withdrew to6

Sibut.  So you see there you have it, Counsel.  That is how matters7

unfolded.  There was an offensive, then resistance was met with,8

fighting, withdrawals, and you see they withdrew progressively in the9

north, as I said, Bozoum, Bossangoa, and you see there were skirmishes in10

Bossembélé, Bossemptélé, Sibut, Damara, and when the rebels gained the11

upper hand from the towns of Bossemptélé centre-north, Bossemptélé,12

Sibut, Damara, they withdrew, those soldiers withdrew and crossed over to13

the Congo.  That is what happened, Counsel.14

Q.   For your information, Witness, when I speak of abuses and violent15

acts, I'm speaking of abuses and violent acts perpetrated on local16

populations.  I'm not talking about soldiers engaging in combat or17

fighting one another.  I'd particularly like to know whether, in the18

towns where fighting occurred.  And that perhaps came under MLC control,19

did the civilian population endure abuses and violence?  Rather than20

going over this yet again, perhaps the court officer beside you, I would21

imagine she has a map of the Central African Republic beside her.22

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) This in actual fact is the 21st23

document on our list, your Honour, CAR-OTP-0030-0154.  Unless I'm24

mistaken, this is a map of the entire Central African Republic.25
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Q.   Is that what you have before you, Mr Witness?1

A.   Yes, indeed.  That's what I have right here.2

Q.   I'd like to ask the court officer beside you if she could give3

you a pen. And I'd like to ask you, perhaps if you could just circle the4

names of the towns where, to your knowledge or according to what you were5

told, the MLC committed crimes upon the local population.  I'm not asking6

you where they fought the rebels.  It may be the same places.  But what7

I'd like to ask you is this:  Please focus on the towns where crimes were8

committed upon the local population.  Just those towns.  Could you circle9

those towns for us?  As for PK12, I would suggest you just draw a little10

circle around the town of Bangui and if you could just write PK12 beside11

that circle and we will know what is meant.  Is that all right by you?12

Do you think you could do that with us?13

A.   Counsel, I will do so.  That's what I'm doing right now,14

actually.15

Q.   Well, while you are making comments -- while you circle the names16

of the towns, could you perhaps give us some comments?  That way in the17

transcript of the hearings, we'll know exactly what you're doing.18

A.   Yes, Counsel.  There is the city of Bangui, PK12, there is19

Bossembélé, in the centre-north western direction there is Bossangoa,20

Bossangoa.  In the northern part of the centre.  Then we have Bozoum at21

about the same latitude as Bossangoa.  But you see there is another town22

that does not appear here.  Above Bozoum, near Boulala (* phon) and23

that's Bossemptélé.  Bossemptélé.  That is towards the west, the24

centre-north -- it's northwest.25
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Q.   Now, for Bossemptélé, with the leave of the Chamber, please just1

insert a cross at the approximate level where there city near Bossemptélé2

may be located.3

A.   That is done, Counsel.  Then we return to Bangui, where we4

mentioned Damara and Sibut.5

Q.   Are you done, Mr Witness?6

A.   I am trying to read the map.  It is rather small, but, Counsel,7

those I would say were the main towns.8

Q.   Thank you.  Now, this map before you may be in the A4 format and9

might be too small for you, but you could also use the screen and zoom in10

to provide any further information were that to be useful, Witness.11

A.   Bangui, Bossembélé, that's it.  Bozoum, yes.  Bossangoa, yes.12

Then there is Damara, yes.  Sibut, yes.  Then as you go towards Dekoa,13

from Sibut towards Dekoa, then there is Damara, yes, Damara towards14

Bouka.  That's it.  So those are the locations,15

Bangui-Bossembélé-Bossangoa, Bossangoa-Bozoum, but Bossemptélé is located16

here; that is, below Bozoum.  Bossemptélé is here.  This is Bozoum and17

then there is Bouka and then towards Sibut and then again towards the18

north, that is towards Dekoa to the north.19

Q.   Witness, have you mentioned all the locations you wanted to talk20

about on the sheet of paper before you, Mr Witness?21

A.   Yes.  That is correct.  I have tried to the extent possible to22

identify the various locations.23

Q.   Now, just above the democratic republic, there is an open space24

which you could use to date and sign the map before you, and also enter25
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your name.  Today is 20 November, and I would like you to sign the1

date -- to sign and date the document, but I do not want you to sign on2

any part of the map that is the Central African Republic.  There is an3

open space just above the Democratic Republic of Congo between Boango and4

Bolo.  Within that space, can you please sign?  But if it's easier for5

you, go towards where the word "Sudan" is written and sign in that area6

so that you do not write anything on the Central African Republic as7

such.8

A.   Yes, 20th.9

Q.   Witness, once you are finished, please hand over the map to the10

court officer who is next to you, who will then inform you that this is11

done.12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Before the map is given to the court13

officer, I would like to put one question.  Mr Witness, during this14

trial, the Chamber received information, and I can give the parties the15

references in due time, about a specific fact that when MLC troops were16

leaving the country, some FACA soldiers have arrested MLC soldiers that17

were trying cross the river from Mongoumba in the direction of DRC, and18

in retaliation the MLC soldiers attacked Mongoumba and committed all19

sorts of misbehaviour against the civilian population.  Have you received20

any information about these events?21

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, the facts that we22

are discussing today, or the events, happened more than ten years ago,23

about 11 years ago.  We were experiencing times of confusion then, and24

transition so to speak.  Things were happening everywhere, all over,25
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everywhere, things were happening.  It would appear to me, although I am1

not certain of it, that such a thing may have happened, but2

Madam President, these things happened 11 years ago and I do not have a3

recollection of everything that transpired throughout the Central African4

Republic at that time with precision.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I'm asking, Mr Witness, because these6

events, if they occurred, would have been motivated by an action taken by7

FACA soldiers. (Redacted)8

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, what I have said9

is that during that period of transition and change, there was some10

confusion.  The army corps and units had to be reconstituted in an effort11

to bring back order to the country.  You have reminded me properly, and12

I could say that it is possible that those events may have happened in13

Mongoumba, and troops of the military region in that area may have14

reacted.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Just for the record, this information16

on the attack on Mongoumba by the MLC soldiers motivated by an arrest and17

seizure of property made by FACA soldiers, we can find it in transcript18

80, page 25 to 27, 40 to 49, 50, and transcript 81, pages 6 to 13,19

transcript 136, page 33, 34, 38 to 41, and transcript 137, pages 49, 50.20

As well, testimony of Witness 178, transcript 150, 151, and Witness V20,21

transcript 220, 221, among others.22

Yes, Mr Haynes?23

MR HAYNES:  Is this the only virgin copy of this map that's24

available to the witness in the remote location?  Because if it is,25
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I might ask him to mark it now before it's passed on because I won't be1

able to ask him to mark another one because there isn't one.  So can we2

inquire if there is another virgin copy of the map, your Honour?3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I don't know whether Maître Badibanga4

is aware of the existence of another map, another clean map.5

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Madam President, what I can tell6

the Court is that Defence can proceed in the same manner as we have done.7

If the court officer is informed in time, they would be in a position to8

print out another copy of the map.  What we did was simply to ask the9

court officer to print out that map for us this morning, and it was done.10

I believe that the Defence can proceed in a similar manner.  My11

preference would be that examination by the Prosecutor should be entered12

on a different map from that which Defence would like to use.13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Could, please, the court officer,14

Ms Bossette, inform whether it's possible that during the break another15

copy of the clean map is made?16

THE COURT OFFICER (VIA VIDEOLINK): (Interpretation) That is17

entirely possible.  We can obtain a black and white copy and a colour18

copy of the map.  The witness has worked on a colour copy of the map.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  A clean colour copy of the map in due20

time for this afternoon or tomorrow?21

THE COURT OFFICER (VIA VIDEOLINK): (Interpretation) That is22

possible, Madam President.  All I need is the ERN number of the document23

which Mr Haynes would like to print out.24

MR HAYNES:  Excellent.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  It's the same one, Ms. Bossette.1

THE COURT OFFICER (VIA VIDEOLINK): (Interpretation) Very well.2

That will be done and should be ready at the next break.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Is that good for you, Mr Haynes?4

MR HAYNES:  Your Honour, that's very good indeed.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga.6

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.7

Now, just for the record, let us say that the court officer is8

referring to the fact that Defence did not indicate that they will be9

using this document, so maybe it is for the Chamber to determine whether10

this is something that they want to take into consideration; namely, that11

the Defence did not indicate that they intended to use this document,12

thank you.13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Are you objecting to the use by Defence14

of a map, Mr Badibanga?15

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) No, Madam President.  Just to be16

formal, we are saying that the Defence did not make a request to use a17

document from the OTP's list, but I'm not objecting.  If such a request18

were made, I would have no difficulty with it.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I think we can proceed, unless20

Mr Haynes wants to --21

MR HAYNES:  It's probably best that I don't.22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga.23

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)24

Q.   Witness, were you able to date and sign the document and also25
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enter your name?1

A.   Counsel, I have done so.2

Q.   Thank you.  I hope you have handed the document over to the court3

officer.  Is that the case?4

A.   Yes.  That is correct, Counsel.5

Counsel, can I object to something?6

Q.   Yes, Witness, you're free to make any comments that you want to.7

A.   Counsel, what I'm trying to say is that I have been asked in the8

middle of an examination to fill out and sign a document.  I do not know9

whether this is the normal practice of the Court.  This is a proceeding10

in a rather off-handed manner, so to speak.  It is rather cavalier to do11

so.  I have been asked to annotate a map to indicate where some events12

took place, where some crimes of pillaging and rape may have taken place,13

where such things may have happened.  I have been asked to annotate such14

a map.15

Why is it that in my previous statement, when I was in better16

circumstances, why is it that statements were taken from me twice or17

thrice?  Why was I not asked to provide such annotations on the basis of18

material that was available to me at the time?  I have been asked to do19

so here and now in the courtroom, and, Counsel, this is the objection20

that I wanted to raise because I've been asked to sign a document, I've21

been asked to fill out and to annotate a document, on the spot, whereas22

for three days we have been examining this situation.23

So Madam President, that is the nature of my objection.  Is this24

normal practice for a witness to be asked to proceed in this manner?  If25
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that is not normal practice, let me say that I had already indicated that1

I have provided sufficient explanations with names of cities on a number2

of maps that were provided and which are in the possession of the Court.3

Those cities exist.  That material exists.  It can be used.  So that is4

the nature of my objection, Madam President.  Thank you.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, it's normal.  It happened6

many times throughout this trial, that witnesses are asked to draw7

something in a blank piece of paper, or to post marks in maps, in8

photographs.  This is a normal proceeding.  It's not something that is9

asked for any special reason only from you.  This is just to give to the10

Chamber, together with the transcript of your testimony, a clear view of11

the different locations of these places that you mentioned.  Just for12

your knowledge, we may have now six or ten or 12 maps of CAR,13

Central African Republic, with different marks provided by different14

witnesses.  So don't worry, this is a normal procedure.15

And I take the opportunity to ask, please, the court officer to16

assign an ERN number to this document, and the document has to be17

classified as confidential.18

THE COURT OFFICER:  Thank you, Madam President.  The map19

annotated by the witness will bear the following number:20

CAR-ICC-0001-0102.21

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  And classified as confidential.22

Are you satisfied with the answer that I gave to you, Mr Witness?23

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, if such is the24

case, and that this is the normal practice at the Court, then I will25
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comply.  However, I would like to add Mongoumba on the map, as was1

mentioned by counsel from the OTP, so I have added Mongoumba.  What I can2

say, however, is that all of this exercise is only an indication of what3

may have happened in relation to all the other areas where the MLC troops4

were deployed.  They were not deployed to Mongoumba.  The other areas5

that I mentioned are areas where the MLC troops were deployed during the6

conflict and during the operation.  Thank you.7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Mr Witness.  Just for the8

record, there was no reference by the Prosecution to Mongoumba.  The9

reference was put -- the question was put by me, by the Presiding Judge.10

In any case, it's clear from your testimony, and at the transcript, that11

the areas that you mentioned are areas where the MLC troops were deployed12

during the conflict and during the operation, and that there were no13

troops deployed to Mongoumba; is that correct?14

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, yes.  That is15

correct.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga.17

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.18

Q.   Mr Witness, maybe we could have avoided this misunderstanding if19

I had explained these things to you, so I take it that at the time I was20

showing you the maps, I should have explained to you that this is the21

normal procedure that obtains during a testimony.  What we have actually22

done is to ask you to represent your thoughts on a piece of paper so that23

when the Judges are deliberating on this case, they might have that map24

which will help them in their work.  I also want you to remember that25
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most of those who are present in this courtroom do not know the1

Central African Republic as well as you do.  So that map can be useful2

for them.3

Secondly, maybe you are concerned about issues of security.  You4

have signed a document, you have mentioned your name, but you may also5

have noticed that the Presiding Judge has ruled that this document will6

be classified as confidential, meaning that it will not be a public7

document and can only be known or made available to persons who are8

present in the courtroom and who are bound by the rules of9

confidentiality.  So it is only those in the courtroom who would have10

access to that map.  It will not be disclosed to the public.  I hope that11

these two points have allayed your apprehensions, if you had any.12

And then, before proceeding, let me make one further13

clarification.  You see, in these trials, the overriding testimony is the14

testimony that you are providing here in Court.  During investigations15

you may have provided some good-faith answers and materials to the16

Prosecutor, fair and good, but at that time, the Defence were not there17

to question you, the Judges were not there to assess what you said to the18

OTP.  What really has weight in terms of evidence in this case is your19

testimony before the Court, and it is for this reason that during this20

time of your testimony, we want to be as exhaustive as possible in all21

possible aspects of your testimony.  So your testimony includes your22

statements as well as the testimony that you are giving now.23

Now, with your leave, I would like us to proceed as we offer you24

a map of Bangui.  You remember that you mentioned the northern25
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neighbourhoods of Bangui, but here in Court, we do not know exactly what1

that means.  For that reason, therefore, I'm asking that you be shown2

document number 20 of the OTP list of documents.  It is a map of Bangui,3

reference CAR-OTP-0030-0153.  I would also like to ask you to simply4

proceed by putting a circle around those neighbourhoods in Bangui where5

you know that the MLC committed acts of violence or excesses.  On this6

map you do not see PK12 which is at the very top of the map.  You could7

simply insert PK12 at the very top of the map because we know that PK128

is somewhere up there.  I am therefore asking you to proceed as you did9

previously by encircling the towns or neighbourhoods, rather, that you10

are referring to, and please run a commentary as you do so, so that this11

may be taken down for the record as well.12

A.   Counsel?13

Q.   Yes?  Could you tell us what you've marked on this particular14

map?15

A.   Certainly.  I have circled the various northern neighbourhoods,16

starting with Boy-Rabé, Fou, Galabadja to some extent, but particularly17

Gobongo and PK12.  And at PK12 there are two roads.  One road that goes18

towards Damara and another road that goes towards Boali and Bossembélé.19

So that's the information that I have indicated on this map.20

Q.   I'd like to ask you for one additional item of information.21

Could you show us where Camp Kassaïe is located on this map?  We22

mentioned that place yesterday, Camp Kassaïe.23

A.   Yes, Counsel.  I have circled that place, Camp Kassaïe, towards24

the south-east.25
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Q.   When you were answering a question from the Presiding Judge, I1

believe you mentioned Camp Béal.  Would you be so kind as to indicate the2

location of Camp Béal on the map?3

A.   I have circled Camp Béal.  Well, I circled the place and I4

indicated beside it I wrote beside it Camp Béal.5

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  Two final points.  Several times6

Camp de Roux was mentioned.  Do you think you could show us that place on7

the map, Camp de Roux?  And then the second thing I would ask you is to8

show us where Port Beach is, where the MLC troops landed.  Those are the9

last two places I'd like you to mark on the map, and then after that, if10

you could sign the map for us.11

A.   Counsel?12

Q.   Yes, I'm listening.13

A.   I just finished the map, doing the best I could, following your14

instructions.  I've circled the various locations; for example, the15

south-east, towards the right, there is one circle I put where16

Camp Kassaïe is located, and somewhat towards the centre, and the hills,17

I also circled one spot, that is where Camp de Roux is located, on the18

hill.  And then towards the river, the riverside, I've indicated19

Port Beach.  I indicated that with an arrow.  And then another location20

near Rue des Martyrs, I indicated Camp Béal.  And then on the northern21

part Boy-Rabé, Fou, Galabadja, Gobongo, PK12, PK12, with the various22

roads that go to the east towards Damara, Sibut, and going towards23

Bambari, but from Damara, as I was saying, there are roads -- one road24

that goes up towards Bogambolo (* phon), Bouka, and Batangafo, and Sibut,25
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Dekoa, and Kaga-Bondoro.  Towards the east, we go by way of Boali, and1

then from there Bossembélé, 150 kilometres from Bangui, and then there is2

a road from Bossembélé towards the centre-north, Bossangoa, and then you3

continue to Bossembélé.  The main road that links the country to4

Cameroon, Cameroon.  You go to Bossemptélé and then towards the north5

where the large town is Bozoum.  So basically, Counsel, there you have6

it.  I've indicated the locations that they deployed from Bangui.7

Q.   Now, if you've signed and dated the map, if you could be so kind8

as to provide the map to the court officer.9

A.   Yes, I've done that, Counsel.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Assign ERN number to this map that will11

be registered as confidential.12

THE COURT OFFICER:  Thank you, Madam President.  This annotated13

map will bear the following ERN number, CAR-ICC-0001-0103, and will be14

classified as confidential.15

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)16

Q.   Witness, before we continue with the issue of crimes, abuses, and17

violence perpetrated upon the civilian population, could you please18

confirm those three camps that you located on the maps?  Who exactly --19

which units, what soldiers were located at Camp Kassaïe, Camp Béal, and20

Camp de Roux during the period of time that interests us? (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

A.   Counsel, at Camp Kassaïe, the FACA units were located there.24

They were based and Camp Kassaïe.  Camp de Roux is where the presidential25
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security unit forces were.  They were based at Camp de Roux.  And also,1

that was also the headquarters of the army at Camp de Roux.  And then at2

Camp Béal, the Ministry of National Defence was there, with the CCOP,3

which you've mentioned, (Redacted)4

(Redacted).  And Port Beach is where the5

amphibious battalion was located, alongside the river, the amphibious6

battalion was there, at Port Beach.  So that is the clarification I can7

provide you in response to your question.8

Q.   In response to a question from the Presiding Judge, transcript9

353, English version, page 47, line 20, up until page 48, line 7, in the10

French transcript it's page 43 line 5 to line 17.  The Presiding Judge11

was asking you a question about the deployment of the loyalist forces,12

and you explained that the FACA - I'm reading out your actual reply - the13

FACA forces were far more guarding the town of Bangui.  They were much14

more guarding the town of Bangui, particularly the southern areas, the15

presidential palace and the administrative locations.  So you see FACA16

was guarding the town of Bangui.  They defended the town of Bangui.  The17

FACA were also located in outlying areas that had not been affected too18

much by the conflicts, for example, Bambari, there were some FACA troops19

in the centre east, or in Bouar in the western-centre of the country,20

there was no conflict, and the FACA were at that position.  In Bangui, in21

the centre-west, and in the eastern centre of the country.22

Now, what you're saying here, Witness, is that the deployment of23

the forces was such that the FACA troops were in places where there were24

very few -- where there was very little combat, actual combat, with the25
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rebel forces; is that correct?1

A.   I explained this point, and allow me to reiterate.  During the2

events, when the rebel forces had reached as far as Bangui, and the3

request for assistance from MLC troops to drive off the rebels along the4

roads that I had indicated, the FACA soldiers were already stationed in5

those outlying areas, in the Bambari region, the eastern centre, in the6

area of Bouar, the western-centre, where there was a large garrison as7

well there in Bouar, Camp Leclaire, there was a major garrison there, and8

that was to preserve and protect the supply route from the -- from9

Cameroon to the CAR.10

So there were FACA soldiers in Bouar, there were FACA soldiers to11

the east, and I also mentioned the south-west, in particular Berbérati12

and so on and so forth.  Defence of the town of Bangui, yes.  The13

southern part of the town, around Port Beach, you see there were soldiers14

there from the amphibious battalion to monitor the river and there were15

FACA soldiers for protection of strategic locations in the south-west.16

The oil port around Bimu (* phon) and also the radio station which was in17

the south-west, in the industrial zone where there were some bars and the18

like, breweries, rather.  So those were the places that were defended by19

the FACA forces during the crisis.  The air force as well was there,20

protecting the airport.  That is how things unfolded during the crisis.21

Q.   Witness, would it be fair to say that for the FACA soldiers,22

those who had gone off with General Bozizé and become rebels with him,23

were they of the same faith, the same religion?  Did they follow the24

same --25
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A.   Counsel, I explained before the Court that the country was in a1

state of constant crisis ever since the arrival of President Patassé,2

when he came to power.  There had been mutinies in 1996 and 1997.  There3

was the initial attempt to overthrow the government in May 2001.  And the4

person behind that was General Kolingba, the former president of the5

republic.  For the most part, the former mutineers took refuge, those who6

had not taken part -- along with Kolingba, they took refuge towards7

Zaire, towards the Congolese side.  To a large extent, they were soldiers8

from his tribe, from his ethnic group.9

General Bozizé began his rebellion, that is in 2001, late in10

2001, August or September.  So he rebelled and soldiers as well from his11

ethnic group followed him.  To understand these events, you see, the12

government was very distrustful and had many doubts about the FACA13

forces, about the loyalist forces, since many of their soldiers had been14

involved in the various crises, the mutinies, the initial attempt to15

overthrow the government, and the rebellion.  So, you see, the FACA, the16

loyalist forces, no longer enjoyed the trust of the authorities, and that17

is why, when the attack occurred, when the rebels got as far as Bangui,18

some people thought that they were the loyalist forces who had left the19

field open to the other -- their comrades in arms, you see.  The20

government was very much -- you see, it was the presidential security21

unit which reported to the head of state that coordinated the operations,22

the situation, with the director of the security unit, with the command23

of MLC soldiers deployed in the CAR in Bangui.24

So, you see, Counsel, that is how I read the situation.  And25
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thus, during the events, and since then, ever since the time of those1

events began, it seems to me, but for a long time, (Redacted),2

(Redacted) it was about the defence of the3

town of Bangui with the detachment in Bambari, in the eastern part of the4

country, but also in Bouar, to protect the road, the road that was used5

to bring in supplies from Cameroon, and also the river battalion, that6

particular supply route, namely the boats that came along the river from7

both Congos, so, you see, Counsel, that is my explanation so that I can8

provide clarity regarding the situation at that time.9

Q.   Briefly, Witness, can we conclude that the highest placed10

Central African public authority trusted the MLC more to fight off11

Bozizé's rebel than the FACA forces?12

A.   As I said, it wasn't the first time that those MLC soldiers had13

come to the country.  Those MLC soldiers had already come to suppress, to14

put down the attempted coup d'état that occurred in May 2001, and those15

soldiers remained for a short period of time, and then, when that threat16

reared its head again, those soldiers were called upon again.  So that is17

my answer to your question, Counsel.18

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Your Honour, I thought I would19

begin reading out a document but I don't think that will be possible in20

the amount of time remaining.  So with your leave, we could move to it21

the break now.  Thank you.22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Maître Badibanga.23

Mr Witness, in two minutes it will be 1.00, time for our lunch24

break, give you also the opportunity to take some rest.  We will suspend25
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now and resume at 2.30.1

This hearing is suspended.2

(Recess taken at 12.58 p.m.)3

*(The hearing resumes in closed session at 2.40 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session4

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.  Please be seated.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good afternoon, and I apologise to the6

parties and participants, and to Mr Witness, for the delay.7

Mr Witness, are you ready to continue, Mr Witness?8

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.  I am ready to9

continue with the examination.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.11

Maître Badibanga, you have the floor.12

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.13

I would like to ask the court officer to show the witness14

document number 9 on the list of OTP documents, CAR-OTP-0013-0052.15

THE COURT OFFICER (VIA VIDEOLINK): (Interpretation) The document16

has been shown to the witness.17

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Madam President, for the record,18

this document has been used in closed session in these proceedings.  It19

is a confidential document, but on the list of the documents we intend to20

it use, you would note that we have requested this classification to21

be -- this document to be reclassified because it's a press clipping and22

we therefore apply that a non-confidential status be given to this23

document.24

MR HAYNES:  I've got no observations about that.  Thank you very25
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much.1

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  The document, being an article from "Le2

Citoyen," and we already have so many articles from "Le Citoyen" be3

classified as public, it's reclassified as public.4

Maître Badibanga.5

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.6

Q.   Mr Witness, I'm not going to ask you to read the entire news7

clipping.  I will simply point out the relevant excerpts and put a few8

questions to you in that connection.  Now, if you look at the bottom of9

the page, second part of the page, you would see that this is a excerpt10

from "Le Citoyen" newspaper of 21 January 2003.  Are you familiar with11

the "Le Citoyen" newspaper, Witness?12

A.   Yes, Counsel.  "Le Citoyen" is one of the newspapers of the13

written media in Bangui in the Central African Republic.14

Q.   Let us scroll up to the top of the page, and I will be reading15

out the second paragraph of the left column for you.16

"Days have gone by but the hell under which the inhabitants of17

Bossembélé have been abandoned in the hands of the Nyamamulengue is still18

ongoing.  Within a period of two months, the catastrophe is such that19

there is fear that Bossembélé, as other towns that have fallen to the men20

of Jean-Pierre Bemba, may disappear from the map the21

Central African Republic.  Here are some of the events and facts.  The22

two corpses of Chadian attackers were buried, one of which had an23

amputated left leg which was amputated by the MLC troops.  Why?  No one24

can say why.  The inhabitants of the Gbakéré village, situated some 15525
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kilometres from Bangui, and 2 kilometres from the town of Bossembélé, are1

being tracked down even as far as to their farms and their local camps by2

Jean-Pierre Bemba's people or Bemba's troops."3

Now during your testimony this morning, witness, you stated that4

you were going to focus on towns and that you will not talk about5

villages.  My question for you is the following:  Do you know the village6

called Gbakéré which is 2 kilometres away from Bossembélé?7

A.   Counsel, I think I was clear when I stated earlier that I know8

the town of Bossembélé.  I know that town.  It is located 150 kilometres9

from Bangui, on the Bangui-Cameroon road, which happens to be the main10

supply route for the Central African Republic.  Counsel, as I also stated11

earlier, there are many villages in the Central African Republic, so many12

of them that I cannot here tell you that I know such-and-such a village13

to be located at such-and-such a place.  I am not in a position to be14

that specific.  All I can say is that I am very familiar with the town of15

Bossembélé, which is a sub-prefecture in the Central African Republic and16

that the Ombella-M'Poko prefecture, and it's located 150 kilometres from17

it Bangui.18

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  The general description provided in the19

paragraph I have just read, does it reflect, as far as you know, the20

prevailing situation in the country at the time you were there?  Is it21

consonant with what you had described to us previously, Mr Witness?22

A.   When I read the description here, in the "Le Citoyen" newspaper,23

that newspaper had a special envoy or a journalist on the ground or a24

correspondent who described what happened.  That must be the case.  I25
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have told you already that Bossembélé is at a crossroads, and from1

Bossembélé it is possible to go towards Yaloke on one of the roads that2

you can see here in the newspaper.  Yaloke, Bossemptélé, and Bouar, that3

is towards the border with Cameroon.  Then you Yaloke-Bossemptélé-Bozoum4

towards the north.  Bossembélé-Bossangoa towards the centre-north, and as5

I said, this is an important hub or crossroads so to speak.  During the6

events, fighting did indeed take place in Bossembélé.  That is all I can7

tell you, Counsel.8

Q.   Witness, we know that the MLC troops were called the9

Banyamulengue.  Do you know why this it article refers to them as the10

Nyamamulengue or do you know what that word means?11

A.   Counsel, you have rightly stated that the MLC troops deployed to12

the Central African Republic during that time were called the13

Banyamulengue.  However, you know that "Le Citoyen" is a newspaper, a14

written newspaper, and that newspaper adopted a pseudonym for the MLC15

troops which is the Nyamamulengue.  Nyamamulengue is a word that somehow16

hinges on our own national language which is Sango, that is why the word17

Nyamamulengue is used as opposed to Banyamulengue.  Now, what I'm18

saying -- what I'm saying is that in order to understand the use of this19

pseudonym by the "Le Citoyen" newspaper, you must understand that it is20

in relation to the conduct of those troops during the operations, and it21

is in that context that the special envoy or correspondent of the22

newspaper described the troops in those terms in the newspaper which we23

are looking at here and now.24

Q.   Witness, besides my colleagues who are the legal representatives25
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here, no one else speaks Sango in the courtroom.  Now, can you explain to1

us what this pseudonym or what this play on words really means?  Why the2

word "Nyamamulengue" was used?  What does it really mean?3

A.   Counsel, "mulengue" in Sango means a child.  "Mulengue" is a4

child in Sango.  Nyama in Sango is an animal, so it is in relation to the5

conduct and behaviour of those soldiers on the ground that this pseudonym6

was couched, animal-children, so to speak.  Nyamamulengue, "nyama" being7

for animal, an animal is "nyama," a beast, "mulengue" being a child.  So8

Nyamamulengue would be animal-children.  That is why those troops,9

although they were called Banyamulengue, the play on word led to the use10

of Nyamamulengue.11

Q.   Turn with me to the second column, second part of the document12

I'll be reading.  Beginning with, "in the area of Damara."  "The area of13

Damara was not spared at all.  The villages of PK10 and Vangué Fleurs,14

which is located 20 kilometres on the Sibut road, were those that15

suffered the most for some time, rapes, massacres, and pillaging.  In16

fact, the villagers are paying for the activities of Jean-Pierre Bemba's17

troops and are obliged to flee into hiding.  Eight young persons were18

killed by those invaders, whereas those villagers had never been19

subjected to any such ordeal from the time that they were taken hostage20

by the attackers."21

Now, I have taken this excerpt because it deals with the locality22

of Damara.  Now, I want to ask you whether, in general terms, the23

description made of the situation here corresponds to what you know of24

the events as they happened during that time.25
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A.   Counsel, I have already previously stated, and even mentioned on1

the map a short while ago, that Damara was also a combat zone where2

clashes took place.  I explained that the troops were stationed at PK12,3

which is to the northern exit of Bangui, and that they went on the4

Boali-Bossembélé road towards the centre north-west, as well as the5

Bangui-Damara road as a they advanced, and continued their operations6

towards Sibut, and then further up towards the centre to the north,7

Boambolo (* phon), Bouka, Batangafo.  Now, similar to what happened in8

Bossembélé, abuses were also committed in Damara, particularly pillaging9

and so on and so forth.10

Q.   Witness, during the events, were the newspapers available, was11

the media accessible, the newspaper of 21 January, was it released on12

that day?  Was it possible to have access to the newspapers?  Or were13

there some problems arising from the conflict?14

A.   There was no prohibition on the publication of the newspapers and15

they continued to appear or to be released during that period.16

Q.   The title of the article which is at the top of the page refers17

to Bossembélé, Yaloke, and Damara.  Could you give the Court an idea18

where Yaloke is situated?  Maybe in relation to another major town?19

A.   Yaloke is located after Bossembélé as you go towards the west,20

from Bossembélé, you go to Yaloke before you reach Bossemptélé, and if21

you are travelling towards Cameroon, then there is Baororo (* phon),22

Bouar, and Babouar (* phon) as you move further west.  So Yaloke is23

located between Bossemptélé and Bossembélé.24

Q.   Thank you.25
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MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) I would like the witness to be1

shown document number 16 on the OTP list, reference is CAR-OTP-0013-010--2

0113.  It is also an excerpt from the "Le Citoyen" newspaper, and Madam3

President I would like to apply that it be switched from confidential to4

a public document.  With your leave.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Haynes.6

MR HAYNES:  No, thank you.7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  The document is reclassified as public.8

THE COURT OFFICER (VIA VIDEOLINK): (Interpretation) The document9

is being shown to the witness.10

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)11

Q.   Witness, this is also a press article from "Le Citoyen" dated 2512

February 2003.  It also appears at the bottom of the page. So perhaps we13

can just quickly show you the bottom of the page so you can see that this14

is an article from "Le Citoyen" dated the Friday of 28 February 2003.  So15

I'll just read a few extracts therefrom, if we could go back.  I'll read16

it from the second paragraph.  The spectacle is dishonouring and17

(* indiscernible) since the start of the week.  The transfer of18

Nyamamulengue, liberate of President Ange-Félix Patassé, the 'father' of19

their leader, Jean-Pierre Bemba, started since Monday," and here I would20

stress here that the word "father" is in inverted commas, "Ange-Félix21

Patassé, 'father' of their commander Jean-Pierre Bemba, their leader22

Jean-Pierre Bemba started on Monday."23

"Yesterday, Nyamamulengue crossed the river from Port Beach, that24

significant cargo of booty was taken, whether it was in the 4th25
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arrondissement of Bangui or in Begoua, Damara, Sibut, Bossembélé,1

Bozoum," and three dots, "that that happens under the compliant eye of2

the authorities, chief of government and President Patassé who had come3

back from France on the day before.  Suitcases, mattresses, bicycles,4

mobile telephones, transistor radios, hospital beds and lots of objects5

of value were taken by these persons.  Last Friday -- last Wednesday at6

approximately 1600 hours, only the street children who were hanging out7

in the buildings in the town centre saw this sad event.  'Moyibi! Moyibi!8

Moyibi!'  In Lingala (thieves! thieves! thieves!).  That's the cry that9

greeted the Nyamamulengue who have come."10

Witness, this article -- maybe I should have read the tight title11

of it first, and it is entitled as follows:  "Town centre, Nyamamulengue,12

'Moyibi,' Take Significant Cargo of Booty to Zongo," and that appears at13

the top of the page if we can be shown the top of the page.  So this14

article is dated Friday, 28 February, 2003, and it speaks about the15

withdrawal of the Banyamulengue and movements towards the DRC.  Were you16

aware of this withdrawal, this anticipated withdrawal of MLC troops?17

A.   Counsel, as I have stated, this date is close to 15 March, two18

weeks there from 15 March, where Patassé's regime fell, when Patassé's19

regime fell, and I know I said that there was pillaging in the areas20

where operations had taken place, and that there was a transfer of booty21

that took place towards Zongo, but that accelerated a few days, as I said22

yesterday, a few days before the fall of Bangui.  And what the23

"Le Citoyen" tells here in its edition of 28 February, there you are24

close to the date, that is what I can say, Counsel, with regard to this25
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article in the newspaper "Le Citoyen."1

Q.   I would like you to be shown document 17 on the Prosecution list,2

with reference CAR-OTP-0013-0115.  This is also an article from3

"Le Citoyen" and it's dated Saturday, 8 March, 2003 and it's also a4

document which was originally classified as confidential and for which we5

would ask it to be reclassified as a public document?6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Haynes.7

MR HAYNES:  No, it would be consistent if it was.8

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  The document is reclassified as public.9

MR HAYNES:  And perhaps I could say helpfully, if similar10

applications are to be made in relation to any remaining documents to be11

shown to the witness, you can take it I have no objection.12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Mr Haynes.13

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.14

And in the same sense I wish to say I could have put all my requests15

together rather than doing it in three or four documents.  Now I will16

continue.17

Q.   Witness, you will see that this article talks about the town of18

Mongoumba, and we discussed that this morning, so I'm going to read.19

I think when we get further down, you'll see that this is dated 8 March20

2003.  I will read the first paragraph.21

"For four generators, soldering devices, two televisions, seven22

foam mattresses, two freezers, wheelbarrows, carts, refrigerators, and an23

amount of 1.170.100 FCFA francs, the town of Mongoumba in the prefecture24

of Lobaye, situated in the south-west of the CAR, was pillaged by Bemba's25
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men, who did not accept that the Central African armed forces in that1

locality take their war booty from them.  Above all, they were not at the2

front to save Patassé's armchair."3

We can go further down.  In the text I'll miss a paragraph out to4

you (* indiscernible) witness, Witness, and I will go into the left or5

second-last paragraph from the left-hand side.6

"With more than 500 men armed to the teeth, the Nyamamulengue7

contingent came -- which came from Libengué, made an incursion very early8

into the town, a strengthy response to wash away the affront suffered by9

some of their men who were humiliated 48 hours previously during an10

ambush by some BMIA troops, and naval forces with Mongoumba, working11

with Mongoumba.  The reprisal operations and the punitive action carried out12

by the men of Jean-Pierre Bemba against the town are more disastrous than13

one could have imagined.14

"The police station was burned, was set on fire.  The seat of --15

or the headquarters of CARFAM was destroyed.  The Catholic church was16

pillaged (two vehicles were requisitioned in order to transport booty).17

Economic operators or businesses were pillaged such as Bébé, Macky,18

Petit Français (a Muslim).  The residences of Mr Mbango and the mayor19

were also pillaged, foam mattresses and beds were also taken and with the20

Muslim businessman Youssouf was also killed."21

I would also like you to be shown the bottom of the page, and22

here I would read the last paragraph in this -- (* Interpreter Microphone23

not activated).24

"With regards to the authorities and the people, everybody has25
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abandoned the town and they are in the forest, they are displaced1

following the reprisal operations carried out by Jean-Pierre Bemba's2

forces who, having taken possession of the town, were shouting with3

irony, happy new year, happy new year."4

Witness, you said that these events go back very far and you5

can't call on your memory too much, but when I read this article to you,6

do you remember some of these incidents in Mongoumba in the testimony?7

Can you tell us something about these events?8

A.   Counsel, I think that the Presiding Judge asked the question with9

regard to Mongoumba, which is situated in the south, south-west of the10

country, on the Ubangi river, just opposite the Congolese town of11

Libengué.  And as I said, there were events that took place in Mongoumba,12

and there, when we see at the bottom of the page, it's the correspondent13

of "Le Citoyen" who described the situation because that person was there14

in Mongoumba, but as I said a moment ago, there were events which took15

place in the meantime in Mongoumba during this period.16

Q.   I'm going to read a last article.17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Before you go to other document, I ask,18

please, the court officer to focus on the middle of the page after the19

paragraph that finishes by "et le commerçant musulman Youssouf20

assissiné."  The following paragraph, in my view, should be also shown to21

the witness for his comments.  And I will ask Mr Witness, please, to read22

the paragraph that starts "D'aprés les éléments..."23

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) "According to BMIA troops and naval24

forces that were in Batalimon (approximately 30 kilometres from25
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Mongoumba), they had informed the staff general of the offensive such1

that dispositions would be taken but no instruction went from Bangui.2

The call for reinforcements was not acted upon until the day of the3

counteroffensive."4

THE INTERPRETER:  Chief of staff of FACA the interpreter meant to5

say.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  What is BMIA?7

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) BMIA, that means Bataillon Mixte8

d'Intervention et d'Appui.  These are the armed forces in the Central9

African armed forces, as you also have troops of the naval forces.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, this is a17

newspaper article that we are looking at at the moment.  It's a18

correspondent from "Le Citoyen" newspaper who was there in this region,19

who spoke of the facts. (Redacted)20

(Redacted) He was not aware of everything21

that happened with the army or FACA.  And often, with this type of22

situation, this is what is said, messages are sent asking for23

reinforcements and the command does not react.  This type of situation is24

something that we experienced a lot.  I said that there were events that25
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took place in Mongoumba.  I spoke about that, among other things, at the1

command level.  It was much more towards the north where action was2

taking place.  They were far more concentrated on defence of the town of3

Bangui and operations towards the north.  Rebels had occupied towns and4

they threatened and they were progressing towards the capital.  Now, the5

concern of the authorities was much more with regard to the north and the6

towns that I described in my previous statement.7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga?21

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.22

Well, I would ask that the document -- document of this series be shown,23

that's document 14 on the Prosecution list, CAR-OTP-0013-0090.  This is24

also an article from "Le Citoyen."  It was also filed as confidential.25
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I would also ask that it be made public.  Thank you very much, your1

Honour.2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  The document is reclassified as public.3

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)4

Q.   I wanted to show you the bottom of the page, Witness, so that you5

can see the date and you can see it's dated 22 March 2003.  We can take6

it back up.  What I want to read is in the higher part.  "M'baïki road:7

The Routed Nyamamulengue Sowed Terror."  I'll take it up from the second8

paragraph.9

"But it was also in defeat during the last skirmish, in the10

localities of Bossembélé and Damara, that Jean-Pierre Bemba's men11

currently make a mistake when it comes to finding the Ubangi river, where12

they -- from where they came, to rescue the 'father' of their master,13

where Jean-Pierre Bemba's men are roaming the wild.  More than a hundred14

of them who went down from Bossembélé farther south, they got to Lobaye15

and more precisely Bagandou 30 kilometres approximately from the16

south-west of M'baïki.  These highway bandits will not stop.17

"The easiest -- the Nyamamulengue decided that they have nothing18

to win nor lose through this misadventure, which did not prove to be in19

any way fruitful, are terrorising the peaceful citizens of the towns20

which are indicated, pillaging, more pillaging, yet more pillaging.21

Vehicles in traffic are systematically searched and houses are totally22

pillaged.  According to the latest news, other groups of these bandits23

who are armed have been seen at the villages Kapou, Bimon, Ndangala, and24

Yombo where they committed atrocities and they have the monopoly thereof.25
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"According to the information that's been taken from certain1

villages who have been victims of the abuses, approximately ten2

Nyamamulengue are still around the village Kapou with a small girl of ten3

years old -- ten years old of age who was hostage, whose state of health4

leaves much to be desired, which we have told Mr Dèrèkè, an inhabitant of5

the village, he's a cook, who was forced by the Nyamamulengue to serve as6

a guide and managed to flee."7

Here I'll go to the third -- (Interpreter8

Microphone not activated).9

This is the last paragraph that I'll choose to read. It's in10

fact the second in the column.11

"Another group of these criminals was seen at Ndangala village,12

35 kilometres from Bangui, where they allegedly killed a young man in13

cold blood.  It is at Yombo village still on the Bangui M'baïki road that14

these ruthless persons committed further acts of abuse and rape,15

pillaging, destruction of homes, and so on and so forth, as they went16

through."17

Now, Witness, I have shown you a number of articles and I want to18

be careful here. (Redacted)19

(Redacted) The first article was of 20 January20

2003, then there was another article of 28 February, and then an article21

of 8 March, and here we have an article dated 22 March 2003. During your22

testimony, you indicated that the MLC troops left at the end of the23

conflict, on 15 March.  My question to you is whether (Redacted)24

(Redacted) soldiers continued to roam about the country committing acts of25
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violence after 15 March.1

A.   As I said earlier, in my previous statements, when the Patassé2

regime collapsed on 15 March 2003, the MLC troops that had come earlier3

to provide support, since the month of October, those forces were4

withdrawing in a haphazard manner, and they virtually were in a very5

disorderly manner.  I also stated that there were violent clashes in6

Bossembélé -- Bossembélé and Damara, between the MLC troops and the7

rebels who had been advancing on Bangui.  This combat took place in8

Bossembélé, Bossemptélé and Damara.  So what I said was there was general9

confusion during that withdrawal, and that following the clashes in10

Bossembélé, given that from Bossembélé to the river there were a number11

of paths and secondary roads, these soldiers used every opportunity to go12

towards the south in order to reach the river before crossing over to the13

DRC.  Now, whether it was in Bossembélé or in Yaloke or in Bossemptélé,14

the idea was to move downward towards the river, whether it be from Sibut15

or from Damara.16

There are footpaths and secondary roads that go towards the river17

from all these locations.  That was the situation that prevailed around18

15 March, and even before then.  And this gave rise to insecurity in the19

southern parts of the country, through those -- throughout those villages20

that were mentioned here, that is on the Bangui-M'baïki road, whether21

you're thinking of Kapou or Ndangala villages or Yombo or any of these22

other villages that are mentioned here.  One goes through these villages23

before reaching the Ubangi river.24

So because the forces were routed, and because of the confusion,25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-355-Red-ENG WT 20-11-2013 64/72 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Witness: CAR-CHM-PPPP-0001 (On former oath) (Open Session) Page 65
Questioned by Mr Badibanga (Continuing)

Case No. ICC-01/05-01/08 Wednesday, 20 November 2013

there was insecurity, there was confusion, there were acts of violence1

and abuses, and so these people took off with their individual weapons in2

an effort to reach the Ubangi river.  So, Counsel, that is the answer3

that I can provide to your question in relation to what happened in that4

area with the capture of the towns in the north and subsequently of5

Bangui.  The fleeing soldiers had to find their way to the river and6

cross over to their -- to the other side.  And this is the answer I can7

provide to the question that you have put to me.8

Q.   Now, Witness, very briefly to wrap up on these press articles,9

could it be said, going by your statement that the media functioned10

normally, could we say that these articles were accessible to all those11

who were in Bangui around that time who may have had any desire to find12

out about what was happening and gather any kind of information?  Would13

that be the case?14

A.   Counsel, I have already testified that there was no prohibition15

on publishing or on the publication of newspapers.  The newspapers were16

distributed during the events.17

Q.   Witness, we have been looking at a set of questions relating to18

crimes and abuses committed by the MLC soldiers in various cities of the19

country.  Now, my question to you is in relation to sanctions, and this20

is the question: (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

A. (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-355-Red-ENG WT 20-11-2013 65/72 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Witness: CAR-CHM-PPPP-0001 (On former oath) (Open Session) Page 66
Questioned by Mr Badibanga (Continuing)

Case No. ICC-01/05-01/08 Wednesday, 20 November 2013

(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

Q.   We have read through these articles and mention has been made of13

a lot of looting of property.  As far as you know, was that property14

returned to the people of the Central African Republic?15

A.   No, Counsel.  Those goods or that property was not returned to16

the people of the Central African Republic.  You see, it has been stated17

that most of those items were taken to Zongo, across the river, and that18

is in the DRC.  I myself was a victim of the advance of these troops (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

Q.   Before I put my last question to you, I would like you to clarify24

this point. (Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

A.   As I said before, anything on their way, including farms in3

villages where you would have domestic animals like cows, goats, sheep4

and what have you, as they moved through, as they advanced, they looted5

all the farms.6

Q.   My question was not in relation to the looting or the pillaging7

but rather in relation to the identity of the owner of the farm.  What8

I'm asking is (Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted) That's12

my question.13

A. (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted), but as I said, even a high-ranking civil servant of the16

presidency of the republic, who owned a motel 40 kilometres on the Damara17

road, well, that motel was also looted.  So no one was spared, no one was18

spared.19

Q.   I would like to conclude by putting two questions to you,20

witness, on the identity of the crimes -- or the perpetrators of the21

crimes.  Now, according to you, was it possible for the civilian22

population to identify the MLC Congolese and distinguish them from the23

soldiers of the Central African army?  In other words, was the population24

able to identify those troops as being MLC troops from the DRC?25
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A.   Counsel, first of all, those soldiers did not speak Sango, which1

is one of the national languages of the CAR.  Those soldiers did not2

speak Sango.  Second, those soldiers did not have anything on their head,3

they were bare-headed so to speak.  They didn't have any caps on their4

heads.  Now, when they got to Bangui, they were provided with some5

uniforms but, as I said earlier, the USP, which supported them in the6

operations, wore armbands which distinguished them from the other troops,7

and they had different colours of arm bands, blue, green, red, yellow,8

and what have you, according to the specific units.  What is more9

important, in fact, is that these troops did not speak Sango and they did10

not have any head gear as they operated on the ground.11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga Judge Aluoch wants a12

clarification.13

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Mr Witness, earlier on in your testimony,14

I remember you said that the MLC soldiers and USP were provided for, they15

were given food and some allowance.  That being the position, I do not16

understand why there was so much widespread looting and on all this yet17

they were provided for, as you testified.  Maybe you can clarify to us so18

that we can understand the situation.19

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Your Honour, that is an important20

question.  I talked about food supplies.  Now, those of us of the CAR, we21

did not have any rations in relation to the operations that could have22

been issued to the soldiers on the ground to enable them to have the food23

that they required.  Now, as I've already stated, during the operations,24

the USP troops gave some cow meat to the troops for food to be prepared25
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for those troops.  That is the same thing that applied to the FACA.1

There was no special rations as such that were given to soldiers to2

enable them to live over a two-, three-day period on the ground or up to3

a week on the ground.4

So what happened was that the cow meat that was provided or5

delivered to the troops was not done on a regular basis.  You see, as the6

troops advanced, there were no facilities for keeping or preserving this7

meat.  There were no fridges, there were no refrigerators, no cooling8

facilities to preserve the food.  So as they went through villages and9

through towns, and as they stationed in several places, the issue of food10

then arose.  Now, regarding the allowances that were given, I already11

testified that it was through the USP and thanks to the presidency that a12

certain amount was given to their leaders, that is to the officials, to13

help them meet the needs of the troops that were manoeuvring on the14

ground.  So that is the kind of explanation I can provide to you, your15

Honour, in relation to your question.16

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Thank you.17

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)18

Q. (Redacted), you talked19

about the various troops that operated in the Central African Republic.20

Now, this is a question for you.  As far as you know, were there any21

foreign troops in the Central African Republic coming from another22

country where Lingala is spoken, namely Zambia, Angola, and DRC, or from23

any other country in the region where Lingala is spoken?  Besides the MLC24

troops were there any other troops in the CAR which came from any other25
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country where Lingala could be spoken.1

A.   Counsel, as you know from the very beginning, that is at the time2

of the first events, you had the former forces, the Central African3

forces, which comprised troops from Chad, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo4

Brazzaville.  That force was placed in a particular location, but there5

were troops from the Congo, not many of them, who spoke Lingala, but6

these forces were held in the same area with the Cameroonian, Chadian,7

and Gabonese forces, and their language of communication was basically8

French.  That is the answer I can provide to the question you have put to9

me, counsel.10

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Witness.  I have no11

further questions for you.  You have been extremely patient in answering12

my questions and I thank you for that.13

Madam President, that will be all for this witness.  Thank you.14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much.  One very, very15

unimportant, small point, but just for clarification.  Mr Witness, when16

you say in French, "carcasse" what exactly do you mean by "carcasse" that17

was provided to the soldiers?18

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, when I use the19

word "carcasse," it is because when a cow is slaughtered, it can be20

divided or cut out into two pieces, and one part will be the legs, the21

forelegs, and the hind legs, and so when you divide a cattle or a cow22

into two pieces of that nature, then one side is called a carcass and the23

two would be two carcasses, and that is why when we talk about the food24

that was given to the men on the ground, one, two, three, or four25
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carcasses, so to speak, could be given to the troops and they use it to1

prepare their food, and along with that they can receive bags of rice, of2

onion, tomatoes, and even tins of sardine in order to make up for their3

meals.  That is how things are done in our African armies, where we do4

not have any special rations earmarked for war, or campaign rations, so5

to speak, which are used on the ground for a week or so before being6

renewed.  So I hope I have explained this clearly, Madam President.  This7

is how things happen on the ground in that regard.8

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Mr Witness.  It was much9

more a problem of translation because in some other languages, "carcasse"10

has a different meaning.  In any case, thank you for the clarification.11

We have only four minutes so I think it's better if we adjourn12

with the agreement of legal representatives, then we could start afresh13

tomorrow morning.14

So I thank very much the Prosecution team, the legal15

representatives of victims, the Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo,16

I thank very much our interpreters, our court reporters, Ms. Bossette,17

thank you very much.18

THE COURT OFFICER (VIA VIDEOLINK): (Interpretation) Thank you19

very much, Madam President.20

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much.  Have a very21

restful evening.  We will adjourn for the day and resume tomorrow morning22

at 9.30.  And for the parties and participants' information, tomorrow we23

are sitting in courtroom 2 instead of courtroom 1.  This hearing is24

adjourned.25
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(The hearing ends in closed session at 3.57 p.m.)1

CORRECTION REPORT2

The Court Interpretation and Translation Section has made the following correction3

in the transcript:4

*Page 7 lines 13 to 15:5

“After General Bozizé, when he entered into rebellion and got rid of General6

Bétibangui who was appointed Chief of General Staff.”7

Is corrected by8

“After General Bozizé, when he entered into rebellion and was dismissed, General9

Bétibangui was appointed Chief of General Staff.”10

RECLASSIFICATION REPORT11

Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-12

3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public.13
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