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International Criminal Court1
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Situation:  Central African Republic3

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/084

Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and Judge Kuniko Ozaki5

Trial Hearing6

Monday, 22 October 20127

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.03 a.m.)8

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.9

The International Criminal Court is now in session.10

Please be seated.11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good morning and welcome.12

Could, please, court officer call the case.13

THE COURT OFFICER:  Thank you, Madam President.  Situation in the Central African14

Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, ICC-01/05-01/08.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I welcome the Prosecution team, legal representatives of16

victims, Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo.  Good morning and welcome our17

interpreters and court reporters.18

Today we'll start with the ninth witness called by the Defence, Witness D04-64.19

Before we bring the witness into the courtroom I ask, please, court officer to turn into20

private session for the Chamber to issue a short oral decision.21

(Private session at 9.05 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session22

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  This is the oral decision on the Defence's request for24

in-court protective measures for Witness D04-64.25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

Could, please, court officer turn into closed session in order for the witness to be taken16

into the courtroom.17

(Closed session at 9.13 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session18

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in closed session, your Honours.19

(The witness enters the courtroom)20

WITNESS:  CAR-D04-PPPP-006421

(The witness speaks French)22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:   Court officer, please turn into open session.23

(Open session at 9.14 a.m.)24

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good morning, Mr Witness, and welcome.1

THE WITNESS:  (No interpretation)2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, somewhere in front of you there is a card on3

which is printed a solemn undertaking.  Could you please read out the words of the card?4

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  I solemnly declare that I shall tell the truth, the whole5

truth and nothing but the truth.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, now that you have taken the oath, can you7

understand that the oath means that you must give answers to the questions asked of you8

that are true and accurate, to the best of your knowledge and belief?9

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, as must have been explained to you by11

Victims and Witnesses Unit during the familiarisation process, you will be questioned12

first by the Defence, then by the Prosecution, then by legal representatives of victims, if13

authorised to put questions to you, and finally, if the Defence so wishes, Defence can put14

some follow-up questions.15

As you know, the Chamber has put in place measures to protect your identity from the16

public, and you will therefore be referred to during your questioning as "Mr Witness," as17

"sir," as "Witness 64."  Your voice and your image that are broadcast outside the18

courtroom are being distorted.  That means that the public cannot identify you by your19

face or by your voice.20

In order to help us and protect your identity from the public, Mr Witness, it is important21

that when we are in public session, you don't give any information that could lead to your22

identification, for instance, your name, the position you occupied in the past, name of23

family members, name of your chief, your boss, or your employer.  You should not say24

where you live nowadays.25
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If any information of that kind needs to be given, you just let us know and we go into1

private session.  Private session means that nobody outside the courtroom can hear what2

you say, and therefore you can feel free to speak and your identity will continue to be3

protected.4

Finally, Mr Witness, because we speak different languages, we have interpreters and court5

reporters.  Because of this, it is important, sir, that you speak slower than normal, as I'm6

doing now.  That may seem unnatural, and it is likely that you start speeding up.  In that7

case, sir, I will have to interrupt you and ask you to slow down.  Please don't take offence;8

it's just for practical reasons.9

We also have, Mr Witness, a rule that we call "the five-seconds golden rule."  That means10

that when any of the parties or the Chamber or the legal representatives put any question11

to you, you need to count to five before you start giving your answer.12

This is necessary in order to give our interpreters and the court reporters the opportunity13

to finish the translation of the question.  Otherwise, we'll be having overlapping and14

confusion in the real-time transcripts.15

So it may be that I will have to remind you more than once of the five-seconds golden16

rule, but also Defence and Prosecution will help you in reminding you, if need be.  Do you17

understand our ground rules, Mr Witness?18

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn briefly into private session.20

(Private session at 9.22 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session21

THE COURT OFFICER: (Redacted)22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

THE WITNESS: (Redacted)25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Then we can turn back, please, into public session.1

(Open session at 9.26 a.m.)2

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you.  Mr Witness, now you will start giving your4

testimony, and the first to question you will be Maître Kilolo.5

Maître Kilolo, you have the floor.6

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.7

QUESTIONED BY MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)8

Q.   Good morning, Witness.9

A.   Good morning, Counsel.10

Q.   I'll introduce myself once again, although we have already met.  I am Mr Aimé Kilolo.11

I'm one of Mr Bemba's lawyers and I am the one who will be asking questions of you on12

behalf of the Defence team; do you understand?13

A.   Yes, I understand.14

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  I'd like to ask the presiding officer if we can go into private15

session.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.17

(Private session at 9.28 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session18

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.19

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)20

Q.   Witness, we are in private session right now.  That means that the sound of your voice21

cannot be heard by the public.  Only the people in this courtroom can hear you now and22

they are all bound by oaths of confidentiality, so you can feel quite free to express yourself23

now.  I'll be asking you a series of questions to allow the Chamber to ascertain exactly24

who you are.  Do you understand?25
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A.   Yes.1

Q.   Could you repeat your reply?2

A.   I understand, Counsel.3

Q.   Thank you.  I'd just like to remind you of the five-second rule.  That means when I4

finish putting my question to you it would be good for you to wait and count to five in5

your head before you reply, so that the interpreters can finish interpreting the question6

that I have put to you in French, and inversely I will make the same effort.7

So, Witness, could you please introduce yourself?8

A.   Yes, my name is (Redacted)9

Q.   And what is your nationality?10

A. (Redacted) I am originally from the Central African Republic.11

Q.   What are your past and current occupations?12

A. (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

Q. (Redacted) were you part of any specific unit, or15

structure, or organisation?  Can you talk to the Court about that, please?16

A. (Redacted)17

Q.   Which president are you talking about?18

A.   Mr Ange-Félix Patassé, of course.19

Q.   When did you start working (Redacted)?20

A. (Redacted)21

THE INTERPRETER:  Says the witness.22

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)23

Q.   Were you specifically trained for that purpose?24

A.   Yes.  First of all, I am a trained soldier.  Following my military training I received25
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further training in being a (Redacted).1

Q.   Where were you trained?2

A.   I received military training in my country in (Redacted) was done3

(Redacted)4

Q.   Did you receive training elsewhere?5

A.   Yes, of course.  I did a (Redacted) training in Zaire; in the former Zaire.6

THE INTERPRETER:  And the witness mentions a town which the interpreter didn't get.7

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)8

Q.   Do you know any other soldiers or any contingents of soldiers which may have been9

trained in the DRC, or the former Zaire?10

A.   Yes, we went for that training in a contingent.  We travelled in a group, although we11

may not still have contact with one another today.12

Q.   Witness, it would appear that the name of the centre where you were trained for six13

months was not mentioned properly.  Can you spell out that name?  Can you clarify that14

point?15

A.   Yes, the name is Kota-Koli.  K-O-T-K-L-K-O-L-I (sic).16

THE INTERPRETER:  Says the witness.17

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)18

Q.   Do you know what language or languages were used for training purposes at the19

Kota-Koli training centre?20

A.   Yes.  The language used -- the languages used at the Kota-Koli training centre were21

Lingala and French.22

Q.   You were part of a contingent to Kota-Koli.  How many persons were part of that23

contingent, approximately?24

A.   It was a contingent of 45 persons, 45 persons from various countries, including the25
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Central African Republic, Chad and some from Congo-Brazzaville as well.1

Q.   As far as you know, what languages did the soldiers speak in the Central African2

Republic?3

A.   In the Central African Republic, soldiers speak Sango, French and some also speak4

Lingala.5

Q.   Are there any regions or neighbourhoods where Lingala is spoken specifically, be it in6

Bangui or in the Central African Republic as a whole?7

A.   Yes.  In Bangui, the 7th district - Ouango, Bangui, for example - is an area where most8

people speak Lingala, and in Mobayi as well.  That is in the east.  Now, in the west, in9

Nola, Nola which is on the borders with Congo-Brazzaville, people also speak Lingala.10

Q.   Before we return to open session, I would like to ask you to summarise your11

professional background (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

A. (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

Q.   Where were you based, specifically?18

A.   Counsel, could you please repeat your question?19

Q.   At the time, where was your base?  Where was your base?  Where were you located,20

specifically?21

A. (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

Q.   Where do you reside currently?24

A. (Redacted)25
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Q.   When did you leave the Central African Republic?1

A.   I left the Central African Republic in (Redacted).2

Q.   Before you left the Central African Republic, were you employed or occupied in any3

way whatsoever?4

A.   No, before I left the Central African Republic I was unemployed.  I was at home.5

Q.   Do you recall the year, or month, or even the exact day on which you stopped6

working before you left the Central African Republic?7

A.   Shortly after (Redacted)8

Q.   What year?9

A. (Redacted)10

THE INTERPRETER:  Says the witness.11

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)12

Q. (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

A. (Redacted)17

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

MR KILOLO: (Redacted)25
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Q. (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

A. (Redacted)5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into public session.6

(Open session at 9.44 a.m.)7

THE COURT OFFICER:   We are in open session, your Honours.8

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)9

Q.   Witness, we are in open session and this means that you have to be careful as not to10

mention your name, your occupation, nor your place of residence, nor any other11

information that may lead to disclosing your identity.  Do you understand that?12

A.   Yes.13

Q.   Witness, as far as you know, did any special event in the history of the Central African14

Republic occur in the year 2002?15

A.   Yes, Counsel.16

Q.   Can you talk to the Court about it, please.17

A.   In 2002, there was a group of rebels that attacked Bangui.  They were warded off, or18

driven out, a few days later.19

Q.   Which group was that?20

A.   It was a group which I can refer to as the group that is in power today in Bangui.21

Q.   Witness, do not hesitate to mention names in open session.  What really matters is that22

you do not mention your own name, but feel free to mention other names that have been23

referred to during this trial, without any particular problem.  So can you tell the Court24

clearly which group, or which persons, attacked Bangui in 2002, in October 2002?25
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A.   It was a group of rebels, and the leader of that rebel group was Bozizé, who is the1

current President of the Central African Republic.  They entered Bangui on 252

October 2002, but they were driven out a few days later by the CEN-SAD troops that were3

based in Bangui.4

Q.   Do you know where General Bozizé's rebel group came from?5

A.   Yes, I do.  They came from Chad.6

Q.   Do you know the sectors, or neighbourhoods, that they occupied when they got to7

Bangui?8

A.   Yes.  Almost all the neighbourhoods to the north of Bangui, in the 4th district and in9

the 8th district of Bangui.10

Q.   To the extent possible, can you mention the names of the various neighbourhoods that11

were occupied by the rebels at that time?12

A.   Yes.  I'll start with PK13, PK12, Gobongo, Fouh, Galabadja, Combattant, Boy-Rabé and13

even Miskine.14

Q.   Do you know for how long those various neighbourhoods were occupied by General15

Bozizé's rebels?16

A.   Yes.  They came in on 25 October and were driven out on 30 October, I believe.  They17

had occupied those neighbourhoods for five days.18

Q.   Do you have any information concerning the relations between Bozizé's rebel forces19

and the civilians of those various neighbourhoods that were occupied?20

A.   Yes.  As far as I know, Bozizé was somebody who was loved by people in the21

Boy-Rabé neighbourhood, and at PK12, where he had his residence, yes, and even some22

people in Galabadja, where his church was located.23

Q.   Do you have any information on the conduct, or behaviour, of General Bozizé's troops24

at the time?25
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A.   Yes.  The inhabitants of those neighbourhoods complained about their conduct,1

because most of them were Chadians, Sakawa people who did not speak Sango.  They are2

the ones who terrorised people in Bangui.3

Q.   Can you provide the Court with further details on that point, please?4

A.   Yes.  You see, on 25 October, while the CEN-SAD forces were trying to fight back, it is5

at that time that those forces or troops committed many crimes.  I do recall that they6

kidnapped the director of the security services of the President of the National Assembly7

who used to live in Boy-Rabé, and to this day their family has no news of what happened8

to him.  They also killed a senior officer at PK18, on the same day.  On that very day, they9

killed -- or should I say on the very first day they abducted the president's adviser on10

communication.11

Q.   Do you have any other information on any other types of crimes that may have been12

committed at that time?13

A.   Yes.  During those five days, they did not have any supplies to live on, so they had to14

steal, to loot, and even to rape.15

Q.   Do you know what types of property, goods or items, were looted by or pillaged by16

General Bozizé's men?17

A.   Yes.  Most of what they took was private or official vehicles, or private property18

belonging to the inhabitants.  They took money, food, and so on and so forth.19

Q.   What was the reaction of the population to these acts of pillaging?20

A.   The people were terrorised, given that those troops were armed, and the people were21

helpless.  They couldn't do anything.22

Q.   Do you know whether there was any resistance to that pillaging that was being23

carried out?  Was there any resistance by the civilians?24

A.   Well, I have no exact information on that point because I was based (Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

Q.   Did you have any opportunity to see with your own eyes any victims of those crimes2

that were committed by General Bozizé's troops?3

A.   Yes, Counsel.4

Q.   What were you able to observe, or note, at the time?5

A.   As I said a short while ago, the head of the security unit of the National Assembly was6

kidnapped.  Some soldiers were killed by the Sakawa troops, and shortly after they had7

been driven out, at the level of 36 Villas, they forced open a car or vehicle belonging to one8

of the sons of the president.  Shortly thereafter, we went to check the state of the vehicle,9

which they had abandoned at Gobongo, to determine whether it was possible to recover10

the vehicle.  It is during that trip that we saw a number of dead bodies along the road.11

Q.   The dead bodies you saw, were they dead bodies of soldiers or civilians?12

A.   They were the dead bodies of civilians.13

Q.   Which neighbourhood are you talking about?14

A.   I said that it was in Gobongo.  Gobongo.15

Q.   Do you know who killed those civilians whom you saw?16

A.   It was Bozizé's rebels.17

Q.   How do you come by that information?18

A.   This happened when they were retreating, after the CEN-SAD forces chased them out.19

Q.   A short while ago you talked about rapes.  Can you outline the number of20

neighbourhoods in which rapes were committed?21

A.   I think it happened in all the neighbourhoods which I just mentioned previously.22

Q.   Do you know who were the perpetrators of these acts of rape?23

A.   No, I have no exact information as to the identity of those who may have been24

involved in the rape, since I was based at (Redacted) all the time.25
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Q.   Do you know to which group - which armed group - the perpetrators of those rapes1

belonged to?2

A.   Yes, they were Bozizé's rebels.3

Q.   And how do you know that?4

A.   I heard about it.  I heard it said.5

Q.   To assist the Chamber to better understand the source of your information on this6

issue, do you remember who told you that?  It is important for the Court to fully7

understand how you came to know that it was General Bozizé's rebels who perpetrated8

those rapes?9

A.   That is because at that time we were at the residence and we had the opportunity to10

go out only to the taxi pack to buy something to eat.  That is why -- that is where members11

of the population told us that there had been cases of rape in the neighbourhood.12

Q.   Did those inhabitants also tell you about the group to which the perpetrators of those13

rapes belonged?14

A.   No.  I would say that there was confusion at that time, because there were also15

members of the MLC; members of the MLC who had come in a few days after Bozizé's16

rebels retreated, I believe.  I think it was also five days after that, so there was some17

confusion.  Given that we were not going out, sometimes we were told that it was MLC18

soldiers who were responsible and sometimes we were told other things, because Bozizé's19

rebels had retreated and at that time it was the MLC which was in control of that area, so20

members of the population said that it was the MLC elements who were perpetrating21

those crimes.22

Q.   To your knowledge, when did MLC troops enter Bangui?23

A.   I believe that it was on the same day that Bozizé's soldiers retreated; that is 3024

October.25
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Q.   Which year?1

A.   2002.2

Q.   And how do you know that they came in on 30 October 2002?3

A.   Because I saw them.4

Q.   And how were you able to know that on that day, that is 30 October 2002, when you5

saw them, it was precisely the day on which they had come into the Central African6

Republic?7

A.   It is because they came to receive weapons and uniforms right next to the residence of8

the Head of State.9

Q.   To be very clear about the crimes that you mentioned a short while ago, that is the10

pillaging, rapes and killings, now the crimes that you observed, when were they11

committed; that is taking as your reference point 30 October 2002?12

A.   Well, let me correct myself.  It was at that time that people started complaining about13

the MLC elements, when they came in.  The Bozizé soldiers had already withdrawn, and14

it was the MLC soldiers who took over control of the northern exit of Bangui.15

Q.   In light of your testimony, how did you come to know that the crimes of pillaging,16

rapes and murders were committed by Bozize’s troops?  What information led you to that17

conclusion?18

A.   Yes, Counsel.  A short while ago I said that I mentioned the crimes committed by19

Bozizé's soldiers after they came in, when we were going to recover the vehicle belonging20

to the president's son in the Gobongo neighbourhood.  That vehicle had been broken into21

by the rebels and then abandoned in the Gobongo neighbourhood.22

Q.   Now, how do you explain the fact that some members of the civilian population23

claimed that some of the crimes had been committed by MLC soldiers?24

A.   As I was saying a short while ago, Counsel, I was based at (Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

Q.   Can you describe to us how the MLC soldiers were dressed at the time of their5

arrival?6

A.   When they arrived, they were dressed differently.  They could be wearing T-shirts, or7

shirts, but after their arrival they were given the uniforms normally worn by the USP; that8

is the presidential unit, Presidential Security Unit.  They were wearing the same uniforms9

and that is what they wore when they were fighting.10

Q.   Who gave them those uniforms?11

A.   It was the Director-General of the USP at the time.12

Q.   And who is this person?13

A.   General Bombayake.14

Q.   Can you tell us about the weapons?15

A.   Yes, they were given personal weapons, hand-held weapons, Kalashnikovs and a few16

heavy weapons.17

Q.   Do you know from where they received those supplies?18

A.   Yes, these were supplies from the USP.19

Q. Do you know anything about how they were fed?  How they procured food?20

A.   Of course.  They were well-fed.  They had daily allowances and they had two doctors21

at their disposal.22

Q.   You used the abbreviation "PGA."  What does that mean?23

A.   That means the daily subsistence allowance which they were given on a daily basis.24

Q.   And who gave them that allowance?25
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A.   It was the Presidency that gave them that allowance.1

Q. (Redacted)2

A. (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

Q. (Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

A. (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

Q. (Redacted)13

A.   (Redacted)14

Q.   When you say that the MLC troops were well fed, what do you mean by that?15

A.   I said that the MLC soldiers were well fed because the money was given to them.16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted) Moustapha and General Bombayake would retrieve the money for20

distribution to MLC soldiers.21

Q. (Redacted)22

A. (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

Q.   Do you know anything about the means of transport used by the MLC troops at the25
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time?1

A.   Yes.  The MLC troops had adequate transportation.  They had FAW vehicles, trucks,2

jeeps and private four-by-four vehicles.3

Q.   Do you know where the private four-by-four vehicles used by the MLC troops came4

from?5

A.   Yes.  These were four-by-four vehicles that had been requisitioned by various6

ministries and placed at their disposal.7

Q.   And do you know where the troop transport trucks and jeeps that you mentioned,8

where they came from?9

A.   Yes.  These were USP trucks.10

Q. (Redacted)11

A. (Redacted)12

Q. (Redacted)13

A. (Redacted)14

(Redacted) The troops themselves were based there,15

and when they came in, vehicles were taken from the Camp de Roux and placed at their16

disposal.17

Q.   To your knowledge, when General Bozizé's troops entered Bangui on 25 October 2002,18

which were the various pro-Patassé units present on the ground?19

A.   At that time you had the USP and a few militia groups, a few pro-Patassé militia20

groups, such as the Karako, who were based in Boy-Rabé.  There was the SCPS, based at21

the entrance into the residence of the Head of State.  There was the Balawa, were based in22

the Combattant neighbourhood, and the private militia group of Paul Baye.23

THE INTERPRETER:  Paul Barril, actually, correction from the interpreter.24

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation)25
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Q.   You talked about the USP and a number of pro-Patassé groups.  Were there any1

further forces present?2

A.   Of course.  You also had the FACA, the Central African Armed Forces.3

Q.   Can you tell us something about the organisation of the offensive, how things4

happened on the ground, and how the MLC group was structured?  That is in relation to5

the other pro-Patassé groups.6

A.   I believe that the MLC soldiers were fighting on the ground, alongside the FACA7

soldiers, the USP, and some members of the militia group.  The SCPS militia were based in8

the vicinity of the presidential residence and the Karako were based in Boy-Rabé, and9

Barawa -- Balawa was based in the Combattant neighbourhood.  They were fighting10

alongside FACA troops and some USP soldiers.11

Q.   And where did you get that information from?12

A.   Because sometimes we monitored communication in the field, using walkie-talkies.13

Q.   Do you know who was the Karako commander in the field?14

A.   I believe that the person who commanded the Karako is now deceased.15

Q.   Do you remember his name?16

A.   No, I don't.17

Q.   What about the SCPS?18

A.   The SCPS was commanded by the late driver of the President of the Republic.19

Q.   Do you remember his name?20

A.   His name was Victor N'Doubabe.21

Q.   What about the Balawa?22

A.   It was commanded by Miskine.23

Q.   Do you have any information about the communication equipment used by24

pro-Patassé troops at the time?25
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A.   Yes.  The pro-Patassé troops had the same communication equipment as the MLC1

soldiers.  They used walkie-talkies and Thurayas.2

Q.   Do you know who provided the walkie-talkies and the Thurayas to the MLC troops?3

A.   Yes, of course.  This was equipment belonging to the USP.  This was provided by4

General Bombayake.5

Q.   And how do you know that?6

A.   Because it was the same equipment that we used that were given to them.  That is the7

equipment that the USP had in reserve.8

Q.   Do you know why the MLC troops were given that communication equipment?9

A.   Yes.  They received that communication equipment so as to be able to communicate,10

to ensure communication between the troops on the ground and the operations centre,11

which was at the support regiment, and also to communicate with General Bombayake.12

Q.   What was the role of the operation centre?  That is, if you remember.13

A.   The operation centre directed the joint units, that is FACA and MLC troops, operating14

on the ground.15

Q.   Do you remember the name of the commander of that operation centre?16

A.   Yes.  He was a senior officer of the Central African army.17

Q.   What is his name?18

A.   Colonel Lengbe.19

Q.   As far as you can remember, do you know what the walkie-talkies were used for?20

That is, as opposed to the Thurayas at the time.21

A.   Yes.  The walkie-talkies were used to communicate inside Bangui and right up to22

Boali or thereabouts.  Beyond that, it was not possible to communicate using the23

walkie-talkies, and that is why they used the Thurayas, to communicate over long24

distances.25
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Q.   Do you know the people who were able to have access to the communication system1

used by the MLC contingent at the time?2

A.   I believe that it was their commander who communicated with them, and that was3

Moustapha.  He used the walkie-talkies to communicate with his men, in Lingala.  In that4

case it was a little bit difficult to understand what they were saying.5

Q.   Do you know who transmitted orders to Commander Moustapha?6

A.   Yes, the orders came from Bombayake.7

Q.   And how do you know that?8

A.   Because Bombayake spoke to Moustapha in French, and we could understand what9

they were saying because we were using the same channels.10

Q.   When you say, "... we were using the same channels and we could hear what they11

were saying," what do you mean by that?12

A.   He might call Moustapha using the walkie-talkie, tell him to come because he had13

some orders to give to him, and when he was with Moustapha we didn't know what they14

were saying to each other.  He gave the orders directly to Moustapha.15

Q. (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

A. (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

Q.   Do you know where they were, or where Moustapha would go and meet General22

Bombayake?23

A.   Yes.  I think -- well, if you know Bangui, it was beside the residence of the Head of24

State, Alongo (phon).  That's where Moustapha would go to collect the subsistence25
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allowance and, when Bombayake would call him, that is where they would meet.1

Q.   Regarding the MLC soldiers, do you have any information about the organisation of2

first aid, or the evacuation of the wounded?3

A.   That was done properly. As I was saying at first, they had two doctors who had been4

seconded and made available to them.5

Q. (Redacted)6

A. (Redacted)7

Q. (Redacted)8

A. (Redacted)9

Q. (Redacted)10

A. (Redacted) they were the doctors of the Presidential Security Unit.11

Q. But how did you know that those doctors from the Presidential Security Unit had12

been made available or who were in charge of providing care to MLC soldiers?13

A.   Because when we would bring wounded people to them they were the ones who14

treated them, or they would go with them to the hospital and they would stay beside15

them and take care of them.16

Q.   To your knowledge, did Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba arrive in Bangui during the time of the17

fighting between October 2002 and March 2003?18

A.   Yes.19

Q.   How many times?20

A.   I just saw him once.21

Q.   And how did he get there?  What means of transport did he use?22

A.   He came from Port Beach, so he crossed over on the ferry-boat from Zongo to Port23

Beach.  So he took the ferry-boat.24

Q.   Could you tell us about that, the day he arrived, the itinerary he took when he came to25
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Bangui?1

A. (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Please, court officer, turn into private session.4

(Private session at 10.37 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session5

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in private session, your Honours.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  It is better that this question is answered in private7

session.8

You can continue, Mr Witness.9

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation) (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted) Bombayake was at the head of the group of cars, with17

the Minister of Defence of the day.  He was at the head of the convoy, with Mr -- the18

convoy.  Colonel Mazi was there and, once they got there, Commander Usay was there.19

He was the commander of the river port, so once we were there we saw Mr Bemba in the20

middle of the river.  He was crossing the -- he was in the process of crossing. (Redacted)21

(Redacted) and Bombayake, the Minister of Defence and Mazi headed towards22

Mr Bemba to greet him and they asked him to get in the vehicle.  He got into the vehicle,23

and (Redacted) continued on (Redacted) way to the residence of the Head of State.24

After a few minutes of discussion between Mr Bemba and the Head of State, at that point25
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the president and Mr Bemba got back in the vehicle and (Redacted) went to the support regiment,1

to the operations centre, where Colonel Lengbe was.  They got out of the vehicle and2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted).  The visit did not last long.4

(Redacted) back to the residence of the Head of State, and there the5

president got out of the car and (Redacted) just turned around and then (Redacted) went to PK12 and6

PK13 since Mr Bemba was supposed to go and introduce Bombayake, who was going to7

lead the soldiers, who was going to issue orders to the soldiers, of the MLC.8

(Redacted) these various authorities that I've9

mentioned, Bombayake, Angoa, Mazi, and Colonel Lengbe as well had joined by then, (Redacted)10

(Redacted) got to PK13 where Mr Bemba spoke to his soldiers in two different groups.  There11

were two different groups.12

The first group was on the side of the road that leads towards the cattle market, since13

there was a building there.  A building was being built by Mr Usay - Colonel Usay - and14

that was being used as the base for the MLC troops at PK13.  So that is where, right beside15

that building, the first group of soldiers gathered and Mr Bemba spoke to them.  He16

introduced Mr Bombayake to them, who henceforth was to give them orders in the field.17

(Redacted) for those of you who know Bangui18

(Redacted) went to the town hall and the maternity hospital, and the second group of soldiers19

gathered there and he said the same thing to them as he said to the first group, and from20

there (Redacted) Mr Bemba to Port Beach and that is where he got21

back on the boat to go back to Zongo.22

Q.   Do you know which language Mr Bemba used when he spoke to these groups at PK1223

and PK13?24

A.   At PK13, Mr Bemba spoke in French.25
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Q.   Just to be very specific, (Redacted) what message Mr Bemba gave to the1

soldiers who were at PK13?2

A.   As I was saying, he introduced Mr Bombayake to them and said that Bombayake was3

the one who represented *him and that they would be under his orders, and they had to4

obey his orders and *follow them as if he were himself, as if he were Bemba himself.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Can we turn back into public session?6

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  I had forgotten that momentarily.7

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  We will go back now into public session. (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

Court officer, please turn into public session.10

(Open session at 10.45 a.m.)11

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.12

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)13

Q.   Witness, I was asking you what Mr Bemba said exactly to the MLC soldiers when he14

went to Begoua.15

A.   He introduced General Bombayake to the MLC soldiers and he said that they were to16

receive orders from Mr Bombayake, that they had to respect Mr Bombayake and they had17

to be disciplined, and they had to respect Mr Bombayake as if he were him himself.18

Q.   Not entering into any details that might identify you, (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

A. (Redacted)21

Q. (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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A. (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

Q. (Redacted)3

A. (Redacted)4

Q. (Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

A. (Redacted)8

Q. (Redacted)9

A. (Redacted)10

Q. (Redacted)11

A. (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

Q. (Redacted)14

A. (Redacted)15

Q. (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

A. (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

Q. (Redacted)21

A. (Redacted)22

Q. (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

A. (Redacted)25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red-ENG WT 22-10-2012 29/65 RH TICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red2-ENG WT 22-10-2012 29/65 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness CAR-D04-PPPP-0064

22.10.2012 Page 30

Q.   Please go ahead.1

A.   Yes, I know that name.2

Q.   Could you give us that name, please?3

A. (Redacted)4

Q. (Redacted) were there5

people along the road?6

A.   Are you talking about the local inhabitants?7

Q.   Yes, exactly.8

A.   Yes, of course there were people.9

Q. (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

A.   No.12

Q.   When Mr Bemba arrived in Bangui, were his bodyguards with him?  If so, where were13

they? (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

A.   No.  When Mr Bemba arrived at Port Beach, he had a bodyguard behind him, and this16

bodyguard joined the convoy.  That's how things work.  Even the Head of State, when17

they are overseas, when they arrive, it is the country that they are visiting that provides18

the aide-de-camp, and the aide-de-camp, the personal aide-de-camp at that time gets in --19

joins the convoy with the other security people, and if they arrive during the ceremony,20

that is when the aide-de-camp and the president come and they stand behind the21

president.22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

Q. (Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

A. (Redacted)9

Q. (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

A. (Redacted)14

Q. (Redacted)15

A. (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

Q. (Redacted)20

A. (Redacted)21

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Maître Kilolo.22

Mr Witness, now we have half-an-hour break.  You can take some rest, have a cup of23

coffee or tea.  It's 11 o'clock.  We'll be back at 11.30.24

I ask, please, court officer to turn into closed session in order for the witness to be taken25
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outside the courtroom.1

We will resume at 11.30.2

(Closed session at 10.58 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session3

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in closed session, your Honours.4

(The witness stands down)5

THE COURT OFFICER:  All rise.6

(Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.)7

(Upon resuming in closed session at 11.33 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session8

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.9

Please be seated.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Welcome back.11

I ask, please, court usher to bring the witness in.12

(The witness enters the courtroom)13

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please, we can turn into open session.14

(Open session at 11.34 a.m.)15

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, welcome back.17

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Good day.18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Are you ready to continue with your testimony?19

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, your Honour.20

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo.21

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)22

Q.   Witness, I will be done shortly with my questioning.  Now, I just want you to tell23

us how long Mr Bemba's visit to PK13 and to the Begoua field lasted?24

A.   I was telling you earlier on that Mr Bemba's visit to PK13 did not last for long,25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red-ENG WT 22-10-2012 32/65 RH TICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red2-ENG WT 22-10-2012 32/65 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness CAR-D04-PPPP-0064

22.10.2012 Page 33

about an hour and a few minutes.1

Q.   After PK13, where did Mr Bemba go to next, do you know?2

A. (Redacted) back to Port Beach.3

Q.   A short while ago you talked about (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

A. (Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

Q.   And which branch of the military did he belong to, if you can provide that9

information?10

A.   He was of the USP.  He was a bodyguard, close protection unit, of the president.11

Q.   You also talked about a building where the MLC soldiers were billeted around12

PK13.  Who was the owner of that building?13

A.   It was a building under construction which belonged to Commander Usay.14

Q.   Do you know who gave permission for the MLC troops to access and be billeted15

in that building?16

A.   It was Commander Usay in person, or himself, and in agreement with General17

Bombayake.18

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Witness, this brings to an end questioning by the19

Defence.  We have no further questions for you.  We want to thank you for accepting20

to answer our questions.  Thank you.21

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much, Maître Kilolo.22

I now would like to give the floor to the Prosecution.  I suppose it's Ms Bala-Gaye that23

is going to question the witness.24

Ms Bala-Gaye?25
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MS BALA-GAYE:  That is indeed the case, Madam President.1

Good morning, Madam President, your Honours.2

QUESTIONED BY MS BALA-GAYE:3

Q.   Good morning, Mr Witness.4

A.   Good morning, Madam Prosecutor.5

Q.   Mr Witness, we met a few days ago, but I will introduce myself again.  My name6

is Horejah Bala-Gaye and I will be leading your examination on behalf of the7

Prosecution.8

Mr Witness, you've already been advised by Madam President about a number of9

issues, so the only thing I would remind you is that when we are in open session10

please be careful of information that could lead to your identity, or the identity of11

your family members and other such persons that require protection.  Do you12

understand that?13

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.14

Q.   Mr Witness, we've heard a number of interesting facts from you and surprising15

facts indeed, because you've told us a number of times that you have -- either you16

have no information on a particular point, or that you were not out in the field, (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted) So my question for you19

is this:  Have you been following these proceedings?20

A.   Madam Prosecutor, would you please kindly repeat your question?21

Q.   My question is:  Have you been following these proceedings by any means?22

A.   No.23

Q.   Have you spoken to any persons about these proceedings?24

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor.  No, not to anyone, except my wife.25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red-ENG WT 22-10-2012 34/65 RH TICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red2-ENG WT 22-10-2012 34/65 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness CAR-D04-PPPP-0064

22.10.2012 Page 35

Q.   And what have you told her about these proceedings?1

A.   What I told her is that I received a letter from the ICC inviting me to appear as a2

witness in a case.3

Q.   And who was this letter from?4

A.   From the Court.5

Q.   Which aspect of the Court are you talking about, Mr Witness?6

A.   Well, when Defence contacted me, I told them that I was undergoing some7

training and that I couldn't be absent from my training programme, but I told them8

that if I needed to be absent I would need a document to show to the officials in9

charge of my studies in order to be able to take leave from the institution.  That is how10

I received a letter from the Court, which I then tendered to my institution and I was11

then given permission to be absent for a few days.12

Q.   Well, we shall come back to meetings or contact with the Defence, but right now13

let's get into the facts of what you have told the Court and try to shed some light on14

those issues.  So you testified that the MLC entered on 30 October 2002, and I'm15

referring to page 22, lines 11 to 17, of today's English real-time transcript.16

Mr Witness, how do you know this?17

A.   I was present when they arrived.  All of us were on duty when they came in.  We18

were all on duty.  We were all there.19

Q.   You were all on duty where, Mr Witness?20

A.   We were all on duty at our respective bases.  In our case in particular, (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

Q.   Mr Witness, you told us that the MLC arrived via ferry-boat, so you were not23

present on the shores upon their arrival; is that correct?24

A.   I did not specify that the MLC elements came by any means of transportation25
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whatsoever.  What I said was that, when the MLC troops arrived, (Redacted)1

(Redacted) What I said, rather, was that2

it is Mr Bemba who came in by ferry.3

Q.   Mr Witness, how did the MLC arrive in the Central African Republic then?4

A.   They certainly must have come over by river, across the river, but I didn't see5

them.  What I saw was Mr Bemba's arrival.  They came and met up (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

Q.   Thank you for clarifying that you were not present upon their arrival at the river9

shore.  So my question for you is, do you know that Mr Bemba is the President and10

Commander-in-Chief of the MLC?  Do you know that?11

A.   Yes, I do.12

Q.   As President and Commander-in-Chief, would you agree that Mr Bemba would13

know when he sent the MLC troops to the Central African Republic?14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo?15

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  That calls for speculation, your Honour.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Ms Bala-Gaye, the way the question is formulated is17

speculative, so maybe you could rephrase.18

MS BALA-GAYE:  Thank you, Madam President.  I'll actually ask a question before19

that and come back to that question.20

Q.   Mr Witness, as a soldier, is it -- to your knowledge, is it possible for the Central21

African soldiers to be ordered or deployed to another country without the knowledge22

of the Commander-in-Chief of the Central African Republic?23

A.   No, I would not think so.24

Q.   Now, based on your knowledge as a soldier, would you agree that the same thing25
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is possible in the situation of the MLC troops?1

A.   Madam Prosecutor, please, I don't think I have understood your question.2

Q.   My question is in the same vein, wouldn't it be the case that the President and3

Commander-in-Chief of the MLC would also know when he deployed his troops to4

another country?5

A.   That would be normal.  Since he is the one who sent them, it would only be6

normal.7

MS BALA-GAYE:  Madam President, I would like to request the court officer to put a8

document on the screen, and I am referring to document CAR-OTP-0017-0363_R019

and this is document number 2 on the Prosecution's list.  It's a public document.10

Q.   Mr Witness, can you see the document in front of you?11

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor, I can see it.12

Q.   At the top of the document can you see a logo and next to it, "Mouvement de13

Libération du Congo," and right underneath, "Le Président?"  Can you see that?14

A.   Yes, I can, Madam Prosecutor.15

Q.   And just underneath that, on the right side, can you see the words "Gbadolite le 416

Janvier 2003"?17

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.18

Q.   You can also see that the document is addressed to General Cissé, Special19

Representative of the United Nations in Bangui.  Can you see that?20

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.21

Q.   And the title of the document says "Concerne:  Intervention du MLC en22

République Centrafricaine."  Can you see that?23

A.   Yes, I can see that, Madam Prosecutor.24

Q.   Mr Witness, can you read out the first paragraph of the document, just the first25
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paragraph?1

A.   "At the request of His Excellency, Mr Ange-Félix Patassé, elected President of the2

Central African Republic, MLC troops intervened in that country from3

27 October 2002 in order to protect the institutions that had come under threat of4

destabilisation by an attempted coup d’état and to save the elected president and5

members of his family who were in a dangerous situation".6

MS BALA-GAYE:  Court officer, can you please turn to the second page of the7

document, and if you can go down the document slightly?  Yes, thank you.8

Q.   Mr Witness, at the bottom of the page can you see the name "Jean-Pierre Bemba"9

next to a signature?10

A.   Yes, I can see that, Madam Prosecutor.11

Q.   And can you see the stamp at the bottom there, saying "Mouvement de Libération12

du Congo, Le Président"?  Can you see that?13

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.14

Q.   Mr Witness, does it surprise you that Mr Bemba himself, in an official letter to the15

United Nations, stated that his troops intervened on 27 October 2002?  Does it16

surprise you?17

A.   Madam Prosecutor, I know nothing about this letter.18

Q.   Mr Witness, my question is very simple.  Does it surprise you that Mr Bemba is19

saying that his troops intervened on 27 October 2002?  That is my question.20

A.   Yes, I am surprised at that, because Jean-Pierre Bemba's troops arrived on21

30 October 2002.22

Q.   Mr Witness, shouldn't Mr Bemba know when his troops intervened in the Central23

African Republic?24

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo?25
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MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Once again, we are playing this guessing game.1

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Please rephrase the question, Ms Bala-Gaye.2

Maître Kilolo, if you could please refrain from interrupting every time.  Leave it for3

when it's really, really necessary, please.4

MS BALA-GAYE:  Thank you, Madam President.  I've laid the sufficient foundation5

for this question, so I will rephrase based on your advice.6

Q.   Mr Witness, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, as President and Commander-in-Chief of the7

MLC, is saying that his troops intervened on 27 October 2002; isn't that correct?8

A.   Madam Prosecutor, I saw Jean-Pierre Bemba's troops in the Central African9

Republic on 30 October.10

Q.   Mr Witness, you have no official document or any document of any sort before us11

telling us what you're saying now; is that correct?12

A.   Yes, I say so because that is what I saw.  When Bemba's men arrived, I can repeat13

that (Redacted) they were taken to14

immediately to be given some matériel and equipment, and that was on 30 October.15

Q.   So, Mr Witness, your testimony is that, despite contemporaneous documentary16

evidence to the contrary by Mr Bemba himself, the Judges should believe what you17

are saying to us now?  Is that your testimony?18

A.   Yes, because I'm talking about what I experienced.19

Q.   Mr Witness, are you aware that there were over 1,500 MLC soldiers in the Central20

African Republic?  Are you aware of this?21

A.   I was not aware of the precise number of MLC soldiers in the CAR.  It is true that22

there were many soldiers there, but I did not know the precise number.23

MS BALA-GAYE:  I'll just provide the reference for that number, Madam President.24

It's from an interview given by Mr Bemba to Maison de la Radio on 13 February 200325
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and the audio recording is CAR-OTP-0005-0159 and there's also a French transcript1

and an English translation of those documents which are on the list.2

Q.   Mr Witness, a Defence witness testified that the MLC arrived in waves.  Do you3

agree with this?4

A.   I have said that when they arrived I was at the residence.  They arrived, I don't5

know by what means.  I only saw that they arrived (Redacted) and that is where6

they were given equipment.7

Q.   Mr Witness, you also told us that they would have crossed the river, so my8

question is:  Do you know whether or not all of the MLC troops arrived on that same9

day, or not?10

A.   The troops that I saw arrived on the same day.11

Q.   And how many troops did you see, Mr Witness?  Give us an approximation.12

A.   That would be impossible, Madam Prosecutor.  I did not take the time to count13

the number of soldiers that were there, so it is not possible for me to know the precise14

number.15

Q.   Mr Witness, let me repeat my question.  Do you have an approximation of the16

number of MLC troops that you saw?  I am not asking for the exact number.  Was this17

more than 100, 200, 500, a thousand?18

A.   I have no idea about the number, Madam Prosecutor.19

Q.   And you cannot tell us which units of the MLC that you saw, you cannot tell us20

the battalion commanders, or unit commanders, or company commanders, or platoon21

commanders; is that correct?22

A.   Madam Prosecutor, can you kindly repeat?23

Q.   Mr Witness, my question is:  You cannot tell us which units, companies, whether24

they be battalions, brigades, as well as their leaders, you cannot tell us who from the25
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MLC that you saw, or you cannot tell us which units or battalions or platoons they1

represented?2

A.   On the MLC side I only know Mr Moustapha, who was their commander.  On the3

Central African side I said that Mr Bemba had come and introduced them General4

Bombayake, who was giving them orders.  At that time, they were fighting alongside5

the FACA and the pro-Patassé militia and I had talked about some confusion, because6

the Karako wore the same uniforms as the USP, the MLC soldiers were wearing the7

same uniform as the USP as well as the Balawa and the SCPS.  That is why I8

mentioned confusion a short while ago.  Otherwise, I know that Moustapha was their9

commander.10

Q.   Mr Witness, if you focus on my questions, it will avoid these long responses for11

you -- from you, I should say.  You mentioned Moustapha.  Was Moustapha one of12

the MLC soldiers you saw on this day when you said the MLC arrived in Bangui?13

A.   That is correct, Madam Prosecutor.14

Q.   So just to make sure that it's clear, on this first day when you saw the MLC troops15

arrive, this group of MLC that you saw, Moustapha was part of this group; is that16

correct?17

A.   Yes, that is correct, Madam Prosecutor.18

Q.   Mr Witness, would it surprise you to know that Moustapha reported back to19

Gbadolite, saying that he arrived on 30 October at 9 a.m.?  Would that surprise you?20

A.   No, because they did arrive on 30 October, so if Moustapha said that they arrived21

on 30 October that would be because it is correct.22

Q.   Now, Mr Witness, following on from Mr Bemba saying that his troops arrived on23

27 October, do you know that other units of the MLC reported that they arrived after24

by like the 26th or 27th but before 30 October?  Do you know this?25
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A.   No, I never heard of that, Madam Prosecutor.1

MS BALA-GAYE:  Madam President, I'll provide some references at this stage.  I'm2

referring to CAR-DEF-0002-0001 at 0003, and I also referred to CAR-D04-0002-1514 at3

1637.4

Q.   Mr Witness, you mentioned that the MLC received weapons in the Central5

African Republic and in fact you told us that they were given personal weapons,6

hand-held weapons, such as Kalashnikovs and a few heavy weapons.  Do you know7

if the MLC came with any weapons?8

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.  Amongst the MLC soldiers, some of them had their9

hand-held weapons, but not many.  There were not enough.  They had just a few, but10

the number was not enough.11

Q.   Mr Witness, you told us earlier that Colonel Lengbe was in charge of12

co-ordinating the operations.  Is that your testimony?13

A.   Yes, that is correct, Madam Prosecutor.14

Q.   Do you know that upon the arrival of the MLC they were met at the shore by15

Colonel Lengbe and Colonel Dandito of the navy?  Do you know this?16

A.   No, I am not aware of that, Madam Prosecutor.17

Q.   Would you agree that persons who met the MLC upon their arrival at the shore18

would have a better idea of what -- which weapons they came with than you, who19

only met them later on?  Would you agree?20

A.   No, the hand-held weapons that the MLC soldiers had with them were brought21

by them right to the residence of the Head of State before they were given the22

Kalashnikovs and the collective weapons, so they brought those light weapons right23

to the residence.  They didn't leave them anywhere.24

Q.   Well, you have told us that from what you could see not many of the soldiers had25
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their own weapons; is that correct?1

A.   I did not say many.  I said a few.  Not many of them had hand-held weapons, just2

some of them.3

Q.   And you told us earlier that this period, which was a period of conflict, was not --4

the areas were not safe.  Is that what you told us earlier today?5

A.   Yes, I was talking about security for the civilian population.  It was not safe for6

the members of the population to be moving about where there were weapons.7

Q.   Mr Witness, let me read for you what Colonel Lengbe testified in open court, and8

this is what he said, "The MLC came with their weapons, their individual weapons,9

because a fighter obviously moves around with his weapon, particularly in an area10

which is not secure."  Would you agree with this?11

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor.  Not all the MLC soldiers had weapons.  Lengbe was12

based in the support regiment, a few metres away from the Head of State's residence.13

When the MLC soldiers came by river, they would first arrive at the Head of State's14

residence before moving on to the support regiment.  So they reported there -- they15

reached there after having taken weapons from the residence of the Head of State, so16

Lengbe could not have known whether these soldiers had had their weapons with17

them from Zongo or whether they took them from the residence of the Head of State18

because they have to pass through the residence of the Head of State before reaching19

the support regiment where Lengbe was based.20

Q.   Mr Witness, perhaps you didn't understand me earlier when I said that Colonel21

Lengbe testified that he was at the shore upon the arrival of the MLC soldiers, along22

with Colonel Dandito of the navy.  Did you hear me when I said that?23

A.   Yes, a short while ago I was saying that I do not know whether Lengbe and24

Dandito were at the riverside at the time of the MLC arrival.  I have no idea about25
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that.1

Q.   Mr Witness, Colonel Lengbe also stated that MLC brought ammunition and2

heavy weapons from the DRC.  He mentioned mortars and machine-guns.  Are you3

aware of that?4

A.   Madam Prosecutor, I believe that is not correct, because collective or heavy5

weapons cannot just be carried about like that.  It is usually on a vehicle.  A single6

soldier cannot carry a 20-millimetre cannon.  Soldiers can carry their handheld, their7

weapons, but they cannot carry a heavy cannon or a DCA to go and fight on the8

ground.  So I think that is not correct.  When they crossed over, the MLC soldiers did9

not bring vehicles, so how could they have brought DCAs or heavy weapons, given10

that they came on foot?11

Q.   Mr Witness, you told us that you were not present at the shore upon their arrival,12

so you do not know if weapons - heavy weapons - were carried across on a ferry to13

Bangui?  You do not know this; isn't that correct?14

A.   Madam Prosecutor, where were those heavy weapons, because when they arrived15

at the residence, we did not see them with any heavy weapons?16

Q.   So, Mr Witness, is it your testimony that, because you did not see heavy weapons17

at the residence, the MLC could not have travelled with heavy weapons into the18

DRC?  Is that your testimony?19

A.   Yes, because they did not come through several paths.  They came directly to the20

residence of the Head of State, because the houses in the vicinity of the Head of State's21

residence had been bought by the Head of State, so there were weapon stocks there22

and that is where the MLC soldiers came and received weapons, uniforms and23

communication equipment, and so on and so forth, which I was able to see with my24

own eyes.25
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MS BALA-GAYE:  I'd like to ask the court officer to display document1

CAR-OTP-0028-0404, and this is document number 18 on the Prosecution's list and it's2

confidential.3

I apologise, it's actually number 17 on the Prosecution's list.4

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  I thought it was a problem with my list, because I had5

only 17, so --6

MS BALA-GAYE:  Can we please zoom into the picture?7

Q.   Mr Witness, can you see the photograph before you?8

A.   Yes, of course, Madam Prosecutor.9

Q.   Can you see the weapon in that photograph?10

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.11

Q.   Can you see the car in the photograph?12

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.13

Q.   And can you see the heavy weapon on the car in the photograph, Mr Witness?14

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor.15

Q.   Mr Witness, we have heard testimony in this Court that that photograph was16

taken of MLC soldiers crossing from the Central African -- from the DRC to the17

Central African Republic, and I'm referring to transcript number 176, the English18

version of the transcript, from page 62, line 8, all the way to page 65, let's say line 16.19

Mr Witness, would it surprise you to know that we have heard testimony that MLC20

soldiers crossed over with the heavy weapon you can see in the picture, the vehicle21

you can see in the picture, the individual weapons you can see in the picture?  Would22

that surprise you?23

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor, I would be very surprised.24

Q.   In fact, wouldn't that make you wrong about the fact that heavy weapons were25
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not transported on a vehicle into the Central African Republic?1

A.   That is not correct, Madam Prosecutor, because the photograph you see here, this2

is a vehicle of CEN-SAD forces, Libyan troops.  These were Libyan troops based at the3

river port to provide defence in case of an attack from the other shore.4

Q.   Well, Mr Witness, we have heard testimony that MLC troops were part of those5

soldiers who came to the Central African Republic along with that vehicle and those6

weapons and the heavy weapon in the car.  You would not know about that, would7

you?8

A.   It is not that I do not know, Madam Prosecutor.  I am saying this because I know.9

I know these troops, and even these troops are Libyan troops.  They are not MLC10

soldiers.  When the MLC troops arrived, this vehicle was already based at Port Beach,11

to ensure that if there was anything happening from the other side of the river, they12

would be the ones to respond.  So they were there well before the arrival of the MLC13

troops.14

Q.   Mr Witness, we have heard testimony about this picture and who is in it, so I'll15

ask you another question related to the picture.  Can you see communication devices16

in the picture?17

A.   Of course.18

Q.   Now, regarding MLC's communication devices, do you know which devices the19

MLC came to the Central African Republic with?20

A.   Please, Madam Prosecutor, can you kindly repeat?21

Q.   My question is:  Do you know which communication devices the MLC came to22

the Central African Republic with?23

A.   Madam Prosecutor, at the time of their arrival, I did not see them with any24

communication equipment.25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red-ENG WT 22-10-2012 46/65 RH TICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red2-ENG WT 22-10-2012 46/65 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness CAR-D04-PPPP-0064

22.10.2012 Page 47

Q.   Would it surprise you to learn that we have testimony from both members of the1

MLC, as well as Colonel Lengbe himself, who was present upon their arrival, saying2

that the MLC arrived with communication devices such as radio?  Would that3

surprise you?4

A.   Yes, Madam Prosecutor, because I did not see them with my own eyes.5

MS BALA-GAYE: Madam President, I refer to transcript 214, the English edited6

version, page 6, lines 5 to 7, and transcript 182, page 31, English edited as well, lines7

16 to 25.8

Q.   Mr Witness, would you agree that MLC officials who either dealt with the issue of9

communication or Mr -- Colonel Lengbe himself, who was present upon their arrival,10

would have a better knowledge than you do about which communication devices the11

MLC came with?  Would you agree?12

A.   Madam Prosecutor, I said that I did not see any devices, because even if the MLC13

soldiers came over with equipment, that equipment would not have been14

automatically operational in the CAR.  They would have needed time to take them to15

the Camp de Roux and change the frequencies so as to make them operational.  That16

is what surprises me, because even when new equipment is received from abroad,17

when that equipment arrives Bangui, the equipment has to be connected to our own18

networks there in order for them to work.  You cannot bring them directly and have19

them immediately operational.  That would be impossible, Madam Prosecutor.20

Q.   Mr Witness, what I want to be clear on is that you were not present when they21

arrived with these communication devices.  That's what I want to be clear on.  Isn't22

that the case?23

A.   I'm telling you, ma'am, we were all -- were consigned from the beginning to the24

end of that time, we were not allowed to go out.  We were all there and, when the25
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MLC troops arrived, I was there.1

MS BALA-GAYE:  Mr Witness, let's go to your rank.  And I think for that we probably2

need to go into private session, Madam President.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into private session.4

(Private session at 12.30 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session5

THE COURT OFFICER:  We're in private session, your Honours.6

MS BALA-GAYE:7

Q.   Mr Witness, we are in private session, so please feel free to mention names or8

other information that could identify you because that information will only be heard9

by persons in this room.  Do you understand?10

A.   Yes, I do understand, Madam Prosecutor.11

Q.   When did you join the Central African Army, Mr Witness?12

A. (Redacted)13

Q. (Redacted) what did you do?14

A.   I was studying.15

Q.   And when you joined the army, Mr Witness, what was your rank?16

A.   When I joined the CAR army, I was a civilian.17

Q.   So when did you receive your first rank within the Central African Army?18

A.   You always start as a second class private, Madam Prosecutor.19

Q.   After second class private, did you move up to any rank, Mr Witness?20

A.   I was a (Redacted) when I left the army.21

Q.   So you moved from a second class private to a (Redacted); is that correct?  No22

other ranks in-between?  That would be correct; right?23

A.   Yes, I -- of course, ma'am, I went through the ranks and I reached the rank of24

warrant officer.25
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Q.   Now, let's go through your ranks step-by-step.  You entered in (Redacted) and you were1

a second class private.  When did you receive your next rank and what was it?2

A.   I don't exactly remember the date.  After second class, I became a first class3

private. (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

Q.   Did you receive training during this period which led to your promotion for these6

ranks that you've mentioned?  Are there specific trainings you can refer to that led to7

these promotions?8

A.   Yes, that's right, Madam Prosecutor.9

Q.   Please go ahead and tell us.10

A. (Redacted)11

THE INTERPRETER:  Correction: (Redacted).12

MS BALA-GAYE:13

Q.   You told us earlier today about a training you had in the DRC.  What was your14

rank before you went to that training?15

A.   I went to the RDC and I was a first class private at that time and it wasn't training16

to get a higher rank.  It was commando training.17

Q.   So after your return from this training, when did you move up to (Redacted)?18

A.   After that I did the (Redacted), and then after a few months I was19

promoted to the rank of (Redacted).20

Q.   Between October 2002 and March 2003, what was your rank at that time?21

A.   I beg your pardon, Madam Prosecutor?22

Q.   You told us that when you left the Central African Republic army your rank was23

that of (Redacted) and you told us that was in 2003 in March.  What I want to find24

out is whether between October 2002 and March 2003 you were a (Redacted), or25
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did your rank change during that time?1

A.   No, I didn't change rank.2

Q.   You told us that you're a member (Redacted)3

correct?4

A.   Yes, that's right, Madam Prosecutor.5

Q.   What I want to know is who you reported to at this time?  Who was your6

supervisor?7

A. (Redacted)8

Q. (Redacted)9

A. (Redacted)10

Q. (Redacted)11

A. (Redacted)12

Q. (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

A. (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

Q.   And were you divided into various functions?17

A.   I'm sorry, I didn't really understand your question.18

Q.   You told us that there're (Redacted) so what I19

want to know is what these people were doing? (Redacted) Did they20

do anything else?21

A.   As I was saying, they were all (Redacted), or one could be seconded to22

places where his children were, or where his possessions were.23

Q. (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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A. (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

Q. (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

A. (Redacted)11

Q. (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

A. (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

Q. (Redacted)20

(Redacted). When was the last time you had contact with (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

A.   It was a very long time ago, Madam Prosecutor.23

Q.   Give us an idea of how long that was.  A few years ago, two/three?  When was the24

last time you had contact with him?25
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A.   It must have been a year and a few months ago.1

Q.   And when did -- where did this contact take place?  Was it via the telephone?2

Was it in person?3

A.   It was by telephone.4

Q.   So we're talking about contact in 2011; is that correct?5

A.   I think so.  I no longer exactly recall the date.6

Q.   And what led to this contact in 2011, Mr Witness?7

A.   I can't remember any more.  It might have been some bad news, or maybe I8

needed to speak to him or he needed to speak to me.  I don't remember.9

Q.   Okay, let's work back from 2011.  Actually, prior, before that question, do you10

know where (Redacted) was when you spoke to him in 2011?11

A.   Yes, I knew where (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

Q.   So you spoke to him in 2011.  At that time you were in (Redacted); isn't that correct?16

A.   That's right, Madam Prosecutor.17

Q.   And you told us that he went to (Redacted) from what you heard, so was he (Redacted)18

(Redacted) at the time that you spoke to him?19

A. (Redacted)20

Q.   Can you give us an idea of how many times you spoke to (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

A.   Not often, Madam Prosecutor, because we live a long way away from one another23

and we are not often in touch with each other.24

Q.   So you were in contact via telephone.  Is this more than ten times?  More than 20?25
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Give us an idea.1

A. Not as often as that, Madam Prosecutor.  We don't call one another very often.2

Q. (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

A. (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

Q.   If it's not very often, Mr Witness, then I'm sure you can give us an estimate.  How10

many times, to your knowledge, did you see each other?11

A.   It was a long time ago, a very long time ago, Madam Prosecutor.  It was quite rare12

for me to (Redacted), because he could only (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

Q.   And how often did you speak to him while you were (Redacted)15

A.   I don't remember.16

Q.   Mr Witness, you told us that you (Redacted); is that correct?17

A.   It was in (Redacted)18

Q.   So between (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

A.   After the coup d’état on 15 March, people who had worked with President21

Patassé, all of these people were hiding, in hiding.  Only (Redacted) was22

assigned to a military region.  Others as well were assigned to other units.23

In my own case, I didn't have a job, I didn't have any position, so when I came out24

from the place where I was hiding, I began to receive threats, and after a few months,25
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well, it took a while and I was still living in hiding and at the same time I was trying1

to determine how I could leave the country.2

Q.   Who were you receiving threats from, Mr Witness?3

A.   Well, we're in private session so I can explain. (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

Q.   So you left the Central African Republic because of threats coming from (Redacted)15

(Redacted); is that what you're saying?16

A.   That's right, Madam Prosecutor.17

Q.   Apart from the fact that you were considered (Redacted), was there any other18

reason as to why you were targeted, do you know?19

A. (Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

Q.   Since your departure from the Central African Republic, are you aware of any24

allegations of coup d’état attempts against the Bozizé regime?25
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A.   I no longer deal with those things, Madam Prosecutor.  That is of no interest to1

me.2

Q.   So you're saying that you did not hear of any such allegations; is that correct?3

A.   No.4

Q. (Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

A. (Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

Q. (Redacted)9

A. (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

Q. (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor.  At that time (Redacted) were in the Central14

African Republic and I didn't have contact with them.  I contacted them only once15

(Redacted)16

Q.   Mr Witness, coming back to your rank as warrant officer --17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Ms Bala-Gaye, if you allow me just in order to put a18

follow-up question.19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you.9

Ms Bala-Gaye?10

MS BALA-GAYE:  Thank you, Madam President.11

Q.   Mr Witness, just a follow-up on that. (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

A. (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

Q.   Mr Witness, you told us that you're a (Redacted) and I believe in French that's24

(Redacted).  Is that rank below that of (Redacted),25
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(Redacted) is that correct?1

A.   Yes, it is a very low rank, Madam Prosecutor, as compared to the rank of (Redacted)2

(Redacted) It is -- it is really very low; very, very low.3

Q.   Well, we need to understand exactly where it is in the chain, so is it below the4

rank of (Redacted) is that correct?5

A.   Yes, that is correct.  It is even below the rank of (Redacted).6

Q.   Is it even below that of (Redacted) as you called it?7

A.   Yes, that is correct, Madam Prosecutor.  Now, the rank after the -- that of (Redacted)8

(Redacted) You have (Redacted) and9

then you can become a (Redacted), which means that the10

(Redacted) is quite lower than the (Redacted)11

Q.   So it is lower than any (Redacted) rank in the Central African Republic army; is that12

correct?13

A.   Yes, that is correct, Madam Prosecutor.14

MS BALA-GAYE:  I believe we can move into open session, Madam President.  Thank15

you.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Court officer, please turn into public session.17

(Open session at 1.05 p.m.)18

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in open session, your Honours.19

MS BALA-GAYE:20

Q.   Mr Witness, just to remind you we're in open session, so be mindful of what you21

say and try not to identify yourself or any other individuals such as family members.22

Do you understand?23

A.   Yes, I understand you very well, Madam Prosecutor.24

Q.   During the 2002/2003 conflict in the Central African Republic, were other units of25
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FACA part of the USP's close protection unit?1

A.   Madam Prosecutor, the FACA are the national armed forces.  They had their base.2

The presidential security has its base at the Camp de Roux.  Now, initially the FACA3

were fighting alongside the MLC troops at the battle-front, whereas we were at the4

presidency or at the residence of the president.5

Q.   Mr Witness, my question is very simple.  As part of the USP's close protection6

unit, were there other units of FACA in that unit?  That's my question.7

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor. (Redacted) only had SCPS militia, whom I mentioned here8

earlier on, and the Karako militia, the Balawa militia, Karako militia and Paul Barril's9

troops whom I already mentioned at the beginning.  Those are the people who were10

fighting alongside the USP.11

Q.   Mr Witness, I want to know about those who were integrated within the close12

protection unit, if any.  Were the MLC part of the close protection unit?  That's my13

question.14

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor.  No MLC soldier was part of the president's close15

protection unit, none.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Ms Bala-Gaye, would you allow me, please, a17

follow-up question?18

Mr Witness, you said now and it is for the second or third time, that together with19

SCPS militia, the Karako militia, the Balawa militia and Paul Barril's troops were the20

ones fighting alongside the USP; is that correct?21

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  That is correct, your Honour.22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  We heard, Mr Witness, here in this courtroom from23

another witness that was also under oath that as soon as the rebellion started, all24

Karakos joined Mr Bozizé's troops, the rebel troops.  The Karakos were from -- mainly25
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from Boy-Rabé, which was Mr Bozizé's favourite neighbourhood.  I can mention1

among others transcript 256, page 29, 16, and transcript 257, page 52, repeating as2

soon as the rebellion started the Karakos joined Bozizé.3

Now, you're saying that the Karakos were fighting together with the loyalists.  Could4

you explain this contradiction, please?5

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.  You see, when Bozizé6

started his rebel movement, he did not start off with the Karako troops.  They7

remained loyal.  They remained on the loyalist side.  It is only later on, when the MLC8

troops were already in Bangui, that the Karako troops took advantage of the situation,9

that is of the arrival of the MLC, to follow Bozizé and then go with him towards10

Bossangoa, or rather when they went with the MLC troops towards Bossangoa it is at11

that time that they crossed over to Bozizé's side.  So initially they remained with the12

loyalist forces and, while they were going after Bozizé, they appeared to be fighting13

with the MLC, but when they got there then they crossed over to link up with Bozizé.14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  So when the other witness said that as soon as the15

rebellion started they joined Bozizé's, this other witness is mistaken?16

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  To the best of my knowledge, your Honour, what I17

have explained to you is what I know.  If the other witness testified as he did that is18

probably what he observed, but I'm telling you what I observed.  Even after Bozizé19

had left, you see, the Karako troops used to receive their food and then would come20

down to Boy-Rabé and they came down from the hill to Boy-Rabé to collect their21

food.  They were based behind -- they were billeted behind a certain house and that's22

where they were.  After the Bozizé troops had left, some of them were still there.23

Now, when Bozizé was pushed out by the CEN-SAD troops, the MLC troops came in24

and then the Karako joined the MLC troops as if they were going to be fighting25
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together and it is when they got to the other side that they took advantage of the1

situation to link up with Bozizé.2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Ms Bala-Gaye.3

MS BALA-GAYE:  Thank you, Madam President.4

Q.   Mr Witness, you told us many times that you were based in one location and that5

you could not go beyond that location.  In fact, you hardly went out.  So is it -- would6

you agree to the proposition that, apart from this one incident where -- or should I say7

one event where you went to PK12/PK13, you did not go out to those areas during the8

conflict; is that correct?9

A.   That is correct, Madam Prosecutor.10

Q.   And therefore you never visited areas outside of Bangui throughout the conflict;11

is that correct?12

A.   That is correct, Madam Prosecutor.13

Q.   Mr Witness, I'd like to move to an issue that you spoke about briefly during your14

examination by Mr Kilolo.  When was the first time that you had contact with the15

Defence?16

A.   It was in June.17

Q.   And how did this contact come about?  Did you contact the Defence, or did the18

Defence contact you?19

A.   Maître Kilolo contacted me.20

Q.   Without providing the name, did he tell you where he got your contact details21

from?  If you know the name, we'll move into private session.22

A.   No, that is the very question I asked him, but he didn't answer me.  He didn't give23

me an answer to that very question.24

Q.   You said he contacted you in June.  Was this via telephone?  Is that what you've25
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said?1

A.   That is correct, Madam Prosecutor.2

Q.   How many times did Mr Kilolo or any members of the Defence team contact you,3

Mr Witness?4

A.   Maître Kilolo contacted me twice, once in June.  I believe that the second time --5

well, I don't remember when the second time was, but he called me a second time to6

tell me that the Court would like to see me, if possible.7

Q.   So he contacted you twice via telephone.  Did you meet Mr Kilolo?8

A.   Yes, I met him once.9

Q.   When did this meeting take place?10

A.   In June.11

Q.   So you were contacted via telephone and then you met Mr Kilolo in person, and12

the second phone call came after this meeting; would that be accurate?13

A.   Yes, that is correct, Madam Prosecutor.14

Q.   You said that it was during the second contact that he informed you that the15

Court would like to see you.  Who from the Court was he referring to, Mr Witness?16

A.   He did not give me any details.17

Q.   So what did you say to Mr Kilolo when he told you that the Court wanted to see18

you?19

A.   I asked him, "When?  On what date?"  He told me that he himself did not know20

the exact date.21

Q.   So this second contact was in relation to your testimony before the Judges; is that22

correct?23

A.   Yes, that is correct, Madam Prosecutor.24

Q.   And the first contact would have been in relation to you coming to testify for the25
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Defence, or being a Defence witness; is that correct?1

A.   At the first contact, Mr Kilolo asked me some questions about the events in2

Bangui.3

Q.   Apart from the questions regarding the events in Bangui, did Mr Kilolo ask you4

any other question?5

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor.6

Q.   And during your meeting with Mr Kilolo in person, what kind of issues did you7

discuss?8

A.   We talked about the MLC troops and about how things unfolded in Bangui with9

them.10

Q.   Apart from that, did you discuss anything else?11

A.   No, we stopped at that.  We only talked about what happened in Bangui in 2002.12

Q.   So, Mr Witness, based on what you've told us, it would be fair to say that at no13

time were you informed that the Prosecution would like to meet with you prior to14

your testimony?15

A.   Madam Prosecutor, could you please kindly repeat your question?16

Q.   Based on what you have told us, would it be fair to say that at no time during the17

first contact, the meeting in person, the second contact, at no point did Mr Kilolo18

inform you that the Prosecution wanted to meet with you; is that correct?19

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor.  It was at the second phone call that Mr Kilolo told me --20

it was during the second phone call that Mr Kilolo told me that the Court wanted to21

meet me, to see me.22

Q.   And you've told us this was in relation to your testimony before the Judges; is23

that accurate?24

A.   No, Madam Prosecutor, that's not what I said.25
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Q.   So what did you say?1

A.   Well, maybe you should repeat your question?2

Q.   Mr Witness, my question is very simple.  You've already told us that during this3

second conversation it was in relation to your testimony before the Judges.  Mr Kilolo4

did not inform you that the Prosecution wanted to meet you; is that accurate?5

A.   Maître Kilolo told me that the Court wanted to see me.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Ms Bala-Gaye, if you don't mind, I would like to take7

the two last minutes just to issue a short oral decision and then we'll have to adjourn8

because of the tape. I'm sorry to interrupt.9

MS BALA-GAYE:  Absolutely, Madam President.  Thank you.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  In order to gain some -- to save some time, I will read11

the oral decision even in the presence of the witness.12

Mr Witness, don't pay attention.  This is not -- this does not respect you.  I just need to13

read an oral decision on the applications to question the witness by legal14

representatives of victims.15

On 16 October 2012, the Chamber received an application from Maître Zarambaud on16

behalf of the victims that he represents to question Witness 64 (Filing 2347-Conf).  The17

application contains a list of 40 questions.18

Similarly, on 16 October 2012, the Chamber received an application from Maître19

Douzima on behalf of the victims that she represents (Filing 2348-Conf).  The20

application contains a list of 16 questions.21

Having considered the reasons given by both Maître Douzima and Maître22

Zarambaud as to why the personal interests of the victims they represent are affected,23

the Chamber allows the respective applications to question the witness.24

Turning to the proposed questions, Maître Douzima is allowed to put all of her25
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proposed questions to the witness as set out in her aforementioned filing.1

In relation to the questions of Maître Zarambaud, the Chamber allows him to put his2

questions as set out in his aforementioned filing, except for question 17, which is3

inadmissible in the way it is formulated.4

Mr Witness, we came to the end of your -- of our hearing today.  It's time for you to5

take some rest, as well as our interpreters and court reporters.  We will adjourn for6

today and resume tomorrow morning at 9.  We hope you have a restful afternoon and7

evening.8

I thank very much Prosecution team, the legal representatives of victims, the Defence9

team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo.  I thank very much our interpreters and court10

reporters, our court usher, court officer.11

I ask, please, court officer to turn into closed session for the witness to be taken12

outside the courtroom.  In the meantime, we will adjourn and resume tomorrow13

morning at 9.00.14

(Closed session at 1.29 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session15

THE COURT OFFICER:  We are in closed session, your Honours.16

(The witness stands down)17

THE COURT OFFICER:  All rise.18

(The hearing ends in closed session at 1.30 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session19

CORRECTION REPORT20

The Court Interpretation and Translation Section has made the following corrections21

in the transcript:22

*Page 28 line 423

“them and that they would be” is corrected by “him and that they would be”24

*Page 28 line 525
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“respect him as if he were himself” is corrected by “follow them as if he were himself”1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

RECLASSIFICATION REPORT10

Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-11

3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public.12

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red-ENG WT 22-10-2012 65/65 RH TICC-01/05-01/08-T-259-Red2-ENG WT 22-10-2012 65/65 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public


