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Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

1 International Criminal Court

2  Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 1

3 Situation: Central African Republic

4  In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/08

5 Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and Judge Kuniko Ozaki

6 Trial Hearing

7 Thursday, 20 September 2012

8  *(The hearing starts in closed session at 9.06 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

9 THE COURT USHER: Allrise.
10  The International Criminal Court is now in session.
11  Please be seated.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning. Could, please, court officer call the
13 case.
14  THE COURT OFFICER: Thank you, Madam President. Situation in the Central
15  African Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo,
16  ICC-01/05-01/08.
17  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much. Good morning. I
18 welcome Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims, Defence team,
19 Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. Good morning to our interpreters and court
20 reporters. We will continue this morning with the questioning of Witness D04-07,
21  and I ask, please, court usher to bring the witness in.
22  (The witness enters the courtroom)
23  WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007 (On former oath)
24 (The witness speaks French)
25 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We can turn into public session, please.
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Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

(Open session at 9.08 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, Mr Witness, and welcome back.
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ihope you're feeling better today?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your testimony, sir?
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, I need to remind you that you are still
under oath; do you understand that, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I also wanted to remind you that the

Chamber granted protective measures, meaning that your image and your voice
broadcast outside the courtroom are being distorted so that the public cannot identify
you. In order to help us in keeping that protection to your identity, it's important
that when in public sessions you avoid giving information that could lead to your
identification.

If you need to mention names of persons you worked with, names of neighbours or
friends or family members, you just inform us in advance, then we go into private
session, and in private session you can feel free to speak whatever you want because
then nobody can listen to what you say outside this courtroom.

Do you understand the protective measures, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Finally, Mr Witness, I need to remind you of our
ground rules, meaning that you are expected to speak slower than normal and to give
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Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

the five seconds after a question is put to you before you start giving your answer.
This is very important, Mr Witness, in order to allow our interpreters and court
reporters to do their job. Is that fine with you, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Today the Prosecution will start questioning you
and for that purpose I give the floor to Ms Kneuer.

Ms Kneuer.

MS KNEUER: Thank you, Madam President. Good morning, your Honours.
QUESTIONED BY MS KNEUER:

Q. Good morning, Mr Witness.

A.  Good morning.

Q.  Mr Witness, although we met already in the presence of VWU, I would like to
introduce myself again. My name is Petra Kneuer and I'm the senior trial lawyer
assigned to this case on behalf of the Prosecutor.

Sir, I'm aiming to conclude my questioning today, but I need your co-operation. I
will strive to ask you short and direct questions and I would ask you to respond in a
focused manner and in a concise manner.

Sir, when did you meet the first time with Defence counsel?

A. It wasin March 2012.

Q.  Who from the Defence team did you meet?

A. Maitre Aimé Kilolo and, if you allow, the white lady.

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I understand that the witness is pointing to

Ms Gibson.

Q.  What were the circumstances that led to this meeting?

A.  One month before that I had received a phone call from Maitre Aimé Kilolo.
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That was one month before we actually met.

Q. Do you know how he got your name?

A. AllTknow is that he called me on the phone and he told me that he had had my
contacts from a third party. That's what he told me.

Do you know who that third party is?

I do not know, but he's right here. He can tell you that.

How long did this first meeting take place?

That meeting lasted for two hours.

During that meeting was a statement generated that you signed?

He was taking notes when he was asking me questions.

Were any documents exchanged?

No.

O N R O

After this first meeting, did you meet again with a member of the

Defence team?

A. No.

Q. Did you ever speak again, for example over the phone, with any member of the
Defence team after that first meeting?

A. Yes, on two occasions.

Q. Do you remember when that was?

A. Idonotremember the date.

Q. Canyou putitin atimeline? Let's say you met the first time in March 2012,
now it's September 2012, within that time frame, where was it roughly?

A. Yes. The first phone call was in July.

Q. Do you remember roughly when the second phone call occurred?

A.  The second call would have been in the course of this month.
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Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

Q. How long did you speak to Maitre Kilolo?

A.  The first time I had a travel document which had expired; that is from the
(Redacted). I was requested to seek for an invitation document, that is an invitation to
travel, in order for the travel document to be issued to me.

Q. And the second time?

A.  The second time he called me to say that the OTP wanted to talk to me on the
phone, and I said I could not because (Redacted) and so I

couldn't speak with anyone. Especially since it was the OTP I would wait to come
and speak to them.

THE INTERPRETER: Correction from the interpreter: "Since it was the ICC,

I would wait for the appropriate moment to come and speak with the bureau."

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I believe it's better to go briefly into private
session, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please.

*(Private session at 9.24 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, your Honours.

MS KNEUER:

Q.  Sir, I asked the Presiding Judge to go into private session in order to protect you
best. Ihave a series of questions, for some we definitely need private session, for
others I'm not sure. However, you just gave two answers which may reveal your
identity so I want to be on the safe side and just to let you know the Prosecution
requested with the Chamber to redact these portions which could potentially identify
you.

When you met with the Defence, did you talk about whether Mr Bemba came to
Damara? Was this topic discussed?
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No.
Was the topic if Mr Bemba gave operational orders to Moustapha discussed?
No.

Was the topic the involvement of President Patassé in the operation discussed?

> o > O »

He asked me how the MLC arrived in Bangui, and I started explaining to him
how they arrived Bangui.

Q.  Was the shift in power within the FACA état-major during the events
discussed?

A. Ibeg your pardon?

Q. Iwill repeat my question. Was the topic with regards to a shift in power
within the FACA état-major during the events in the Central African Republic
discussed with you?

A.  Yes.

Q.  Was the hierarchical chain of command of the MLC troops discussed with you?
A. Ibeg your pardon?

Q. Did Defence counsel discuss with you the hierarchical chain of command of the
MLC troops?

A. Please try to rephrase your question.

Q.  When you were talking with Defence counsel, did you provide information
about the hierarchy of the command structure of the MLC?

A.  Yes.

MS KNEUER: Just for the record, Madam President, I was referring to filing
2222-Conf-Exp-AnxA in a redacted form, page 21, paragraph 4(a).

Q.  Sir, I understand from your testimony yesterday that you are currently
(Redacted); is that correct?
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Yes.

Since when are you (Redacted)?

I left the CAR in (Redacted).

Are you saying that you are (Redacted)?

Yes.

How do you make your living?

> o > O » 0O »

[ am aman. Iam aman, you see.

Q. Letme tryitin a different way. From where do you get money to pay for your
food, for your rent, for your clothing?

A.  That's not important.

Q.  Well, sir, I think it's up to the Chamber to decide if that is important, so I ask
you again: What is your source of income?

A.  Could you tell me why you want to know that?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, please, just answer the question. You
are here to answer questions, not to put questions to the Prosecution. It's a fair
question. It may be relevant, maybe not, but we ask you, please, to answer to the
question to the best of your knowledge and belief.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Well, I'm in business.

MS KNEUER:

Q. What kind of business?

A. Business. Isend --1do errands, and odds and ends of things in (Redacted).
Q.  Who's your employer?

A. Itold you that I'm in business. I work for myself.

Q. How much money do you make per month?

A. Ireally don't know what to say. It depends.
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Q.  Well, sir, when you were asked by Defence counsel what your salary as a FACA
soldier was, you provided a figure 182,000 Centrafrique franc. I would greatly
appreciate it if you could do the same for me. How much do you make on average
per month? Or give me any random number for my random month. Let's say
August. How much money did you make in August?

A.  Well, you know, in business, when you're in business, you don't get a fixed rate
by the end of the month. However, a wages or a salary at the end of the month, you
receive a certain amount but in business, there's no set amount that I could tell you.
What is the lowest money that you made this year?

3,050.

And what currency is that?

(No interpretation)

o> 0>

What is the highest amount that you made this month? Sorry, sir, I misspoke.
What is the highest amount that you made this year?

A.  Well, the year's not over yet.

Q.  What is the highest amount that you made this year until now?

A.  Well, Istill have some goods at home in inventory, so I really couldn't tell you.
Q. T'understand that you're not -- that you do not want to answer this question.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer, sorry, before you continue, we don't
have in the transcript the answer related to what currency is that? Could you repeat,
Mr Witness, when you mention 3-million-something, which currency was that?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) CFA francs.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: The figure mentioned previously was
3,050. 3,050.
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MS KNEUER:

Q. How many people do you have to feed from your income?

A. (Redacted).

Q. Do you have any other income than from your business?

A. No.

Q.  So, when you were a soldier, you earned 182,000 Centrafrique franc per month
and now your lowest income is 350 per month, and the highest you don't want to
share with us. How are you able to feed your family and yourself with that money?
A. Ibegyour pardon? Could you please rephrase your question?

Q.  When you were a soldier in the Central African Republic in 2003 until
(Redacted), your monthly salary was 182,000 Centrafrique

franc, that's what you told the Court yesterday. Today, upon my question, you told
us that your current lowest income this year was 3,050 Centrafrique franc. Thereisa
difference of roughly 179,000 francs difference, and my question is: How can you
feed with the little amount of 3,050 Centrafrique franc your family?

A. Ibeg your pardon? I said 3,850,000.

Q.  Just to clarify the record, sir, your lowest income currently is 3,850,000
Centrafrique frangc; is that correct?

A.  Yes.

Q. Business must be very good, isn't it?

A.  Well, I'min -- (Redacted) and that's a country where business is doing

well.

Q.  Sir, if I understand correctly, that is the lowest income you made. Imay not
even imagine what you may get in a good month, but you were (Redacted)

in the army and now you're making big money and I want you to explain to us what
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1 exactly your business is.
2 A. Iwould say, no, because that's my personal business. I'm a witness here.
3 Idon't want to talk about my personal life, please.
4 Q. So, again, you're refusing to answer my question. Yesterday you said you're
5 (Redacted). Today we learn that you're making several millions per month. Do
6 you want to correct your statement of yesterday?
7 A. Correct what, please?
8 Q. Sir, yesterday you stated under oath into the record that you are (Redacted)
9 (Redacted) and today we learn you're running
10  your own business making in a bad month more than 3 million Centrafrique franc.
11  What is now correct?
12 A. [Itold you that figure, but that was for a year, not a month. Isaid that was for a
13  year, not for a month.
14 Q. Well, sir, it appears that you're changing your testimony as it's convenient, but I
15  will not go deeper into that. Are you being paid money to testify here?
16 A. Could you tell me who was paying me?
17 Q. Sir, I repeat my question: Did you receive any money from whomsoever to
18 testify before this Court?
19 A. [I--Idon'tneed to receive money to come and tell the Court and shed light.
20 Idon't need money, please.
21 Q. Sir, I didn't ask you if you need money; I asked you if you received money to
22  testify before this Court.
23 A. No.
24 Q. Areyou sure about that?
25 A. Ibeg your pardon?
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I am asking you if you are sure about your answer?

I'm sure.

Sir, you know Mr Octave Diabo; correct?

Sir, I beg your pardon?

Sir, do you need a break?

No, go ahead.

Do you have problems with the interpretation?

Yes, a bit.

What is the problem of the interpretation? Is it too fast, is it too soft?

No, it's all right.

o o> 0 > 0 > 0 > 0 > 0O

Sir, then I would kindly ask you to listen carefully to my questions, because if
you start asking me for every single question to repeat it two or three times, we will
not progress and it will take days to conclude your questioning. My questions are
very short, so please listen.

Is it correct that you know a person with the name Octave Dioba?

A. No.

Q. Do you know a person with the name Narcisse Arido?

A.  Yes, I know that person. He's a former soldier. Iknow him. Iknow him,
yes. He's a Central African Republic soldier.

Q. Canyou please describe your relationship with Narcisse Arido?

A.  Mr Narcisse Arido is a former soldier who I met in the army, but we don't have
any particular link other than the fact that -- well, we met each other in the army, but
no particular link, no.

Q. When did you see him the last time?

A.  Quite a while ago, but I don't remember the exact date.
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Q. Wasiit this year?

A. No, it was a long time ago.

Q. How many contacts did you have with him since you left the CAR in (Redacted)?
A Two or three times, I believe. Two or three times, if I recall correctly.

Q. Am I correct to say that you didn't have any contact with Mr Narcisse Arido
this year?

No.

So you had a contact with him this year?

No.

Just to be clear, sir, in 2012 you never saw or spoke with Mr Narcisse Arido?

Ma'am, I've told you "no."

(Redacted)

> o > O » 0O

We didn't see one another. When I was (Redacted), he -- I was given to
understand that he was in an office and he was hearing, but we didn't see one
another.

Q.  Why were you (Redacted)?

A. Because (Redacted) at about 2000 hours and

said he wanted to meet with me and that was not possible. Isaid, no, I said that was
not possible, we could not meet then. We made an appointment for the following
day and, in the meantime --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- (Redacted)

(Redacted), so we saw that gentleman; and the gentleman, he told me that he came
from The Hague. He is a member of the ICC office.

He came to see me so that he could give me for the passport and to help me with the
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visa, and I asked him, and I said to him, "You're from The Hague?" And he said,
"Yes." And, you see, it had to do with the police commissioner, and I said, I said to
him, "Are you sure you're from The Hague?" And he said, "Yes." He was from
(Redacted) that -- so I understood that --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- I had the passport and he said -- and I

said -- correction, I said to him, "Show me your mission paper." And I said, "Well, if
you have come here on a mission you should show me the mission paper, what
proves that you are a person from the ICC." And he showed me a passport, and he
showed me an (Redacted) passport, and he said, "Well, let us set an appointment for
later." And he insisted, he said he would take me to where I lived, and I said, no,

I was at a hotel, and I said, "No, you can't take me."

And then we spoke about the visa. He said, "Come and --" "I'll come and get you."
He really insisted, and I found that odd. So I was with a friend, a girlfriend, and her
brother was there as well, and so automatically I went. That's the sort of thing that
happens (Redacted).

For example, (Redacted) was abducted, so I wanted to report to (Redacted). I

went to (Redacted) to make a statement there, so the next day (Redacted) called me
and said that I should go there at 1300 hours. In the meantime --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- (Redacted) and then the police,

and then (Redacted) called me and said, "Is this the same person?" And that --(Redacted)
(Redacted), but we didn't see one another.

MS KNEUER:

Q.  The meeting with (Redacted) was meant to facilitate your travel to The
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Hague; is that correct?

A.  Yes, going by what he told me.

Q. And you brought a girlfriend and your brother to that meeting; correct?

A. Icame with a friend and her brother, but they were off to the side to see what

would happen.

Q.  Who else was aware of you testifying here at the Court?
A. (Redacted).

Q. Anybody else?

A. Idon'tknow. Idon'tknow. Idon'tknow.

Q.  Sir, you stated, and it's on page 15 line 25 onwards of the real-time transcript

in English, you stated that (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) Even that

gentleman, I was just taken -- I didn't see him. I was just shown his photo, his card
with a photo, the same gentleman, but we didn't truly see one another.

Q.  Who told you that (Redacted) gave a statement in a different room, a separate
room?

A. (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A.  Of course, a commissioner, yes.

Q.  Sir, you told us that you know (Redacted) from your time in the Central African

Republic, you were both soldiers. You haven't spoken with him since a while,
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definitely not this year. Weren't you surprised what (Redacted)

at the same time like you, and you giving statements in parallel?

A. AsTlalready said, (Redacted), he and I have no connection. He is not my friend.
He is a fellow countryman, a fellow in arms, but he is not a friend of mine. There is
absolutely no connection with him. (Redacted). Everyone is

very cautious. We each have our own clan and (Redacted). He's not

my friend.

Q. Did (Redacted) facilitate the communication between you and the Court, in
particular the Victims and Witnesses Unit, to prepare for your travel to The Hague?
A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Did (Redacted) contact you at any time to assist with your trip to The Hague?
A.  For the last time, I am going to say that (Redacted) and myself have no contact.
He is not my friend. He is a fellow countryman, that's all. He and I have no
connection whatsoever. He is not a friend of mine who could take care of me.
(Redacted). Some people try to do

things, but I have no connection, I have no link, to (Redacted). There is no contact
between me and him, nor from him to me.

Q.  One last question on this topic: Can you confirm that, in the afternoon of

(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. Thave already said, "No."
MS KNEUER: For the record, Madam President, I'm referring to filing
2261-Conf-Redacted, paragraphs 6 and 23 in particular.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: If you allow me, Ms Kneuer, since you're apparently
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going to another topic, just to allow me to put two or three follow-up questions on
this issue.

Mr Witness, according to one report the Chamber received, (Redacted) was arrested
following you and (Redacted) request. You were the ones who requested (Redacted)
to be arrested. Is this information correct, or not?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) No.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Also according to our report, and this is on
paragraph 23, in the afternoon when (Redacted) was released by the local authorities,
the police invited you and (Redacted) to inform you, in the presence of (Redacted),
that (Redacted) was indeed a staff member of the Court. Is this information correct?
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) No.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: You have not been at the police station in order to be
informed that (Redacted) was not a spy, but rather a staff member of the Court?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) AsI already said, (Redacted)

(Redacted). It was at (Redacted) that they called me over the phone, and I went
there with two people, two people from (Redacted), to identify (Redacted). When I
got there, well, (Redacted), well, I actually didn't see him with my own eyes. I was
just given a photograph on a card of him and asked whether it was the same man as
yesterday, and I said, "Yes."

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: So you didn't see him when he was released, as the
police informed --

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) No.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: So the information given by the police to the Court
is not true?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) AsIsaid, I didn't see him with my very own eyes.
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Ijust didn't see him. I was just brought his card with his photograph. I was told
that he was in another office over there. I was with two people from (Redacted) and
the policeman, and that is when he showed me the photograph and asked me, "Is this
the same man?" And I said, "Yes, that's him."

And then at one point I was asked to make a statement and explain what happened,
and that is when I was told (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) And once I had

made my statement, (Redacted) took me and brought me to their offices and went all
the way to the agency so that I could take the bus to go back to (Redacted).
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you. Ms Kneuer.

MS KNEUER: Thank you, Madam President.

Madam President, I think we can safely go back to public session.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, turn into open session.

(Open session at 10.09 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

MS KNEUER:

Q.  Sir, amoment ago you spoke about -- oh, sorry. First I would like to advise
you, sir, that we are back in public session. That means everything that you are
saying is being broadcast and can be heard outside this courtroom. So I would like
to remind you not to relate any information with regards to your identity or any
identity of another person that you consider should be protected.

A minute ago you told us, and I quote, that you "had your own clan." It's page 17,
lines 13 to 18. Can you tell us who was in your clan?

If you want to provide names -- and I'm sorry, Madam President -- we can go back
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1 into private session.

2 A. How canlIsay this? Well, I'm talking about my friends, the people I meet with.

3 Q. Wewill come back to that later, sir.

4  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, go very briefly into private

5 session.

6 *(Private session at 10.12 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

7 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)

10 (Redacted)

11  (Redacted)

12 (Redacted)

13 We can turn back into open session, please.

14 (Open session at 10.13 a.m.)

15 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

16 MSKNEUER: Madam President, your Honours, one logistical information for the
17  parties and participants. I prepared my questioning based on the real-time

18 transcript, and I will always use that one, but I have for all references the edited

19 English and the edited French. Ijust want to know how much I could interrupt to
20 give three references, but I will try my best.

21 Q. Mr Witness, you stated yesterday that you were a (Redacted) in the

22  Central African army. Since when were you a (Redacted) in the Central

23  African army?

24 A. Iwasenlisted in the army in (Redacted).

25 Q. And when did you obtain this rank?
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A.  Well, I was part of the MPLC -- MLPC, and after the events in 2001, when
General Kolingba had left and attempted the coup, but it had failed, he left and so
quite a few soldiers went over to the other side in the DRC, and because there had
been failure on the part of the officers -- (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q. So your entry level in the Central African army (Redacted) was

(Redacted); correct?

A. Yes. Yes, Iwasenlisted after my training and I had the -- I was given the rank
of (Redacted).

And you held that position until (Redacted); correct?

Yes.

Did you have all the time the same rank (Redacted)?

Well -- well, am I still in the army now? Well, yes.

So between (Redacted), you were a (Redacted)?

Yes.

e o> 0 > O > 0

You mentioned training that you received. What kind of training did you
participate in?

A.  First of all, in the party, the MLPC, I was in training,(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) at the outcome of this, it was that I became a

(Redacted)
Q.  Just for the sake of the record, sir, when in 2001 occurred the failed coup that
you were referring to?

A. It was 28 May 2001.
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Q. How long did the training that you received last?

A.  The training lasted six months, six months.

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I kindly ask to go briefly into private session,
please.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please.

*(Private session at 10.21 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer, if you allow me, sometimes the
beginning of your question is not being heard by the interpreters because of your
microphone. It's not activated. Thank you.

MS KNEUER: Thank you, Madam President, and apologies to our brave
interpreters. I promise improvement.

Q.  You were trained as a soldier, so you undertook training in using weapons,
tactic, and anything that a soldier would do in a field operation; correct?

A.  Of course.

Q. Would it be fair to say it was a standard training for a soldier?

A. We were trained. We were trained, we spent six months in training for normal
soldiers. (Redacted). We were being trained -- well, after

the military training as such, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  This is actually what I was aiming at, (Redacted)

(Redacted) My first questionis: The (Redacted), were they in

addition to the six months that you received training as a soldier?

A.  After ending the military training, we went on to do two months of training in
(Redacted).
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1 Q. Andhow did the training on (Redacted) look like? What were you taught?
2 A. (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 Q. And that was theoretical training; correct?
6 A. Yes, of course, and practical too, because you were told to go out, for instance,
7 you have a day and then (Redacted)
8 (Redacted)
9 Q. Sowhen you started working (Redacted) soldier in the army
10  of the Central African forces on (Redacted), you would be what I would call a
11  freshman in military service; right?
12 A. Yes. Formilitary service, yes, but for -- for information, I was involved in
13 (Redacted) in the party too. And when I went on to the army, then (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 Q. When you started working (Redacted) in (Redacted), you didn't
16 have working experience, despite the practical exercises you underwent during the
17  training; is that correct?
18 A. I'msorry?
19 Q. Iwunderstand that during your training you did practical exercises; correct?
20 A. Yes, of course.
21 Q. When you started working as a soldier and (Redacted) in the Central
22 African Republic army in (Redacted), you didn't have any prior working experience
23 as (Redacted); correct?
24 A. Well, I said earlier on that for (Redacted), well, initially, within the party, I was
25 involved (Redacted). (Redacted) is something I started

20.09.2012 Page 21



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-249-Red2-ENG WT 20-09-2012 22/60 SZ T FEE-6H05-0H08-F249-Rea-ENGWH26-09-2012-22/660-WHN-TF
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19
20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

already in the party before I went on to join the army. It's not that new.

Q. How much time did you spend being involved in (Redacted) with the party,
how many years?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted).

MS KNEUER: Madam President, we can go back into open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, turn into open session.
(Open session at 10.28 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

MS KNEUER:

Q.  Sir, yesterday you stated that you were at the support regime in October 2002.
Do you recall that?

A.  TI'msorry? Yes.

Q.  And this support regime - regiment - was located in the 36 Villas next to Camp
Béal; correct?

A.  Yes.

Q. And you were also working with the CCOP; right?

A. Ibegyour pardon? (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I tried, but I think we need to go back into private
session.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, turn into private session.
*(Private session at 10.31 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.
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MS KNEUER:

Q.  When working directly with (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. No.

Q. Did you have an office at the support regiment?

A. (Redacted).

Q. Where was the CCOP located?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, Mr Haynes?

MR HAYNES: Your Honour, it might aid the process of questioning if we use the
term of art that's been used throughout the whole case, the CCOP. Nobody's called
it the CCOP, and I sense it's causing a confusion between Ms Kneuer and the witness
in the same way that calling Mr Dioba "Mr Diabo" might have caused some confusion,
but I think in this instance if Ms Kneuer could use the term of art that has been
current throughout the whole case, it would help.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Your choice, Ms Kneuer.

MS KNEUER: Well, at least my colleague Mr Iverson called it also CCOP, but I will
clarify with the witness, Madam President, if that is convenient for the Bench?

Sir, do you know the term CCOP? Do you know what I mean by that?

It is CCOP.

Am I confusing you saying CCOP?

Yes, because I know CCOP but CCOP sort of confuses me.

Do you want me to refer to the command centre as CCOP?

Yes.

e o> 0 > O > 0

Did you have a physical office at the CCOP?
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I told you "no."
Where was the CCOP located?
CCOP was located in Camp Béal.

What was the distance between the support regime and the CCOP?

> o > O »

It was just the road that separated the two, that is the support regiment and the
CCOP.

Q. How frequently did you visit the CCOP?

A.  What do you mean by "frequency"?

Q. How often per day, for example, did you enter the building of the CCOP and,
for example, (Redacted)?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  During the time from 25 October until 15 March 2003, if you would try to give
an estimate how often you went to the CCOP, what would be your best estimate?

A. Several times. This was ten years ago, so I really cannot remember how many
times I went there but I would say several times.

Q. More or less than 50 times?

A.  More.

Q. More or less than 100 times?

A. Icannot really give you an estimate. Ihave said this was ten years ago and I
cannot remember how many times I went there, but I went there quite regularly.

Q. Isit fair to say that you had quite a good knowledge of the CCOP?

A.  You say "quite a good knowledge." That would be a bit difficult because there
are services there, so if you say "very well," that probably is not correct.
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Q. We will come back to that later, sir.

I understand that you have had an (Redacted), and I also understand

from your testimony yesterday, and I'm referring to real-time English transcript T-248,
17/12 onwards, I quote, (Redacted)

so you were also in the field.

Can you explain to us how much time you spent in your office and how much time
you spent in the field (Redacted)?

A. Thave told you that I was at the support regiment; that was my unit. After
completing my training, I was assigned to that unit, the BCS. (Redacted)
(Redacted).

Q. What I would like to understand, sir, is how much time you spent in an office
doing paperwork, or whatsoever, and how much time you spent in the field
(Redacted).

A. Thave told you that (Redacted). I was constantly in the field.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. How did you report to your boss, orally or in writing or in any other way?

A. Inwriting.

Q.  Sir, I will ask the Presiding Judge to go back to open session. I think we can
try it, I will inquire some information about the structure and organisation of the
CCOP, but please keep in mind not to reveal that (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

A.  Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, Maitre Kilolo.

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour. Ijust want to make a small
correction here. The witness is talking about (Redacted) but when

Ms Kneuer is asking questions she says (Redacted) and these are two

totally different names. This is just to clarify.

THE INTERPRETER: From the interpreter: In answer to counsel's question about
whether information was written or not, the witness said "ce n'était pas écrit." So it
could either be it was not written or in writing. Perhaps it would be necessary for
him to clarify.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer, have you seen the message from the
interpreter?

MS KNEUER: Yes, Madam President,  have. I apologise to the interpreters if
my -- if me, not being a native speaker in either of the languages for which we have to
pronounce names, that I'm not clear, but it appears to me that the witness and I
understand and that the record is correct.

In any event, I will try to pronounce it better and, if necessary, to spell it.

Q.  Sir, I have to -- before we move back into public session, sir, I would like to seek
a clarification to have the record clear pursuant to a hint by the interpreters.

(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
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Did you also call Commander A from the field via Thuraya on occasion?

A.  Yes.

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I request to go back into open session, please.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please.

(Open session at 10.47 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

MS KNEUER:

Q.  Sir, we are now again in public session and I would like to remind you to use
the codes that we agreed upon.

How many units did this CCOP have?

There were several.

Can you please list them for us?

There was the logistics unit.

Any other units?

Yes.

Can you please tell us which ones?

> o > O » 0O »

There was the logistics unit, the tactics unit, there were units that were dealing
solely with cartography.
Any other units?

And intelligence also.

Q

A

Q. So there were four units in the CCOP; is that correct?

A. No. There are others, but I no longer remember. There were many units.
Q. How many were there?

A. T'vetold you the ones that I know. Idid not work directly in the CCOP, so I

have given you the names of the units I know.
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Q. How many other units were at the CCOP without you knowing the name?
A. Ibeg your pardon?

Q. Tunderstand that you recall the name of four units at the CCOP. I would like
to know how many other units --

A.  Yes.

Q. --were at the CCOP, even if you may not recall the names of these units.

A. Thave said that this was ten years ago, so it would be a bit difficult for me to
remember.

Q. How many people were working at the CCOP?

A. Many.

Q. Canyou try to make an effort and give us an estimate of how many people
were working at the CCOP?

No, no.

If I ask you if it was more than ten, could you give an answer to that?
Certainly.

More than 20 people?

That I do not know, but at least it was more than ten.

Do you know any -- do you know anybody of these ten people?

Yes.

Can you provide us the names?

> o0 > O » O > 0O »

Yes. To begin with, I knew Colonel Tchilingba (phon) -- or, rather, Thierry
Lengbe at that time before he left for Cameroon. Then there was Commander
Bemondombi. There was also Lieutenant Téa (phon), who was in the cartography
service or unit. There was also a sergeant whose name I no longer remember, but I
know about five or six people who were working there. And then there was
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Commander Ngboya and the others. This was quite a long time ago and so I have
forgotten.

Q. Yesterday, upon the question of Defence counsel, you stated the following, and
I am referring to transcript real-time English 248, page 40, lines 8 to 11:

"Question: Can you list the various units co-ordinated by the CCOP, and that is in
addition to those that you have just mentioned?

Answer: Yes, there was BIT1, BIT2, BCS, the Republican Guard, the Presidential
Guard and the MLC."

Do you recall that?

A. Ithink you are confusing things there.

Q. Canyou clear up that confusion, please?

A.  You are mentioning the various corps, or units, in the General Staff of the
Central African Armed Forces. That's not what I said.

Q. Sometimes it's good to go back to a transcript and see that we really get the
right answer here. Let me help you.

You're saying that BIT1, BIT2, BCS, the Republican Guard, the Presidential Guard and
the MLC were not units of the CCOP but corps, or units, in the General Staff in the
Central African Republic"; is that correct?

A.  Thatis correct.

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I realise it's time for our break.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Ms Kneuer.

Mr Witness, we will have a half-an-hour break. You can take some rest. It's

11 o'clock. We'll be back at 11.30.

I ask, please, court officer to turn into closed session in order for the witness to be
taken outside the courtroom. In the meantime, we will suspend and resume at
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1 11.30.
2  *(Closed session at 10.59 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session
3 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in closed session, your Honours.
4  (The witness stands down)
5 THE COURT OFFICER: Allrise.
6  (Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.)
7 *(Upon resuming in closed session at 11.40 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session
8 THE COURT USHER: Allrise.
9  Please be seated.
10  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Welcome back. Could, please, court usher bring
11  the witness in.
12  (The witness enters the courtroom)
13  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, turn into open session.
14 (Open session at 11.41 a.m.)
15 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
16 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, welcome back.
17 THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Yes, good morning.
18 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your testimony?
19 THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Yes.
20 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Then I give back the floor to the Prosecution.
21  Ms Kneuer.
22 MSKNEUER: Thank you, Madam President.
23 Q. Welcome back, Mr Witness.
24 A. Good-day.
25 Q. Were any security forces represented at the CCOP?
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A. No.

Q.  You mentioned that Colonel Lengbe was in charge of the CCOP. To whom did
Colonel Lengbe report to?

A.  Colonel Lengbe reported directly to the General Staff of the CAR army.

Q. How do you know that?

A.  Well, I've told you, (Redacted).

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I request to move back into private session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, turn into private session.
*(Private session at 11.45 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

MS KNEUER:

Q. To who specifically did Colonel Lengbe report, from the General Staff of the
CAR army?

He reported to the Chief of General Staff.

And who was that, at that time?

Before, it was General Betibangi, and after his death it was General Gambi.

How did Colonel Lengbe report to the Chief of General Staff?

> O » O »

Well, I don't know how he reported to him, but I do know that he reported
directly to the head of General Staff.

Q.  Which brings me back to my initial question: How do you know specifically
that Colonel Lengbe reported to the Chief of Staff, Chief of General Staff?

A. T'vetold you, after the Chief of Staff directly to the CCOP, so he reported -- the
commander of the CCOP reported directly to the head, the Chief of the General Staff.
Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
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THE INTERPRETER: (Redacted).

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) -- (Redacted).

MS KNEUER:
Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. TI'vetold you. After the Chief of General Staff, after the General Staff, it's

directly the CCOP, so he reported directly to the General Staff, either to the Deputy

Chief of Staff or to the Chief of General Staff.

Q.

So you are inferring by the chain of command that you suggest was in place

that Colonel Lengbe reported?

A.

Q.

Yes.

Do you know what he reported?

No.

Who was the deputy of Commander A?

Commander A did not have a deputy. He worked directly with the soldiers in

the field for information, for intelligence. He did not have a deputy.

Q.

S

How many soldiers did work for Commander A?
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

Can you provide their names?
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A. No.

Q. Can you not remember the names?

A. I--Ican talk about myself here. I've come here to give testimony, what I saw,
what I experienced, but I did not come here to give the names of other people.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, I'm sorry to interfere again. Since you
accepted and came to testify before this Chamber, you are under the obligation to
answer to the questions put to you. You cannot choose the answers you want to
give and the ones you don't. So, please, we would very much appreciate that you
continue with your testimony the way you've been doing, and please answer to the
questions put by the Prosecution. When in any case the Chamber deems that a
question is not relevant, the Chamber will decide that the question needs not to be
answered, but it is for the Judges to decide. So I'm asking you, please, to answer to
the question put by the Prosecution. Maybe it's not relevant to you, but maybe it's
relevant for the case.

Ms Kneuer, you can repeat the question, please.

MS KNEUER: Thank you very much, Madam President.

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

A. Idon'tknow. I'vetold you,Icamehere. My name is (Redacted), and the
others --

Q.  Sir, do you understand that you are contradicting yourself? When I asked you
the first time, you said you know the names but you don't want to tell them, and now
you're saying you don't know the names any more. Why is that?

A. T'vetold you, I came here to give testimony, I didn't come here to give people's
names.
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer, I am asking you maybe it's time for us to
suspend and ask VWU to inform the witness on the consequences of refusing to
testify and the consequences of false testimony in accordance with the Statute,
because maybe the VWU has not informed the witness properly.

I repeat, Mr Witness, for the last time: You came here to answer questions. It's not
for you to decide which questions are relevant and which questions are not. You are
under oath, and I reminded you that you are under oath. You have the obligation to
answer to the questions in a proper manner to the best of your knowledge and
understanding.

Therefore, I'll give you another chance to answer to the question put by Madam
Prosecutor.

Ms Kneuer.

MS KNEUER: Thank you, Madam President.

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

MS KNEUER: (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A.  Well, for security reasons, because there are people who are currently former
members of the CAR armed forces. Ididn't come here to --

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, we are in closed session, and what is
said here is not heard outside the courtroom, and all persons that are present here are
bound by confidentiality obligations, and that's why we are in private session and

that's why your identity is not known to the public. So you don't need to have

20.09.2012 Page 34



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-249-Red2-ENG WT 20-09-2012 35/60 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11
12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing

Witness:

(Private Session)
CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

ICC-01/05-01/08

concerns about your security. You are just providing an information, nothing else,

and we are in closed session.

THE WITNESS:
(Redacted)
MS KNEUER:
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
THE INTERPRETER:
(Redacted)
MS KNEUER:
Q.
A.
Q.
A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
20.09.2012

Where were these officers placed?

They were in the various units.

Were they affiliated to the CCOP?

(Redacted)

Please answer the question.

(Interpretation) There was (Redacted)
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Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
MS KNEUER: (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

MS KNEUER: Madam President, I have two concerns: The first one is I'm afraid
that the witness may not be entirely clear about his duties as a witness and, if I
proceed that way, he may be advised on consequences in terms of false testimony or
perjury.

The other thing is, if we proceed that way, that slow, I'm afraid I need a lot more time.
Currently, I've made it one-third through my questioning. So I would like to get
back to your proposal, that maybe a break would be helpful and have VWU advise
this witness.

(Trial Chamber confers)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, after what I told you a few minutes ago,
have you understood about your obligations as a witness before this Chamber?

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) My obligations are that I should say what I saw
and heard, and that is what I've come to do.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I will ask again: Have you understood that the
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Presiding Judge told you that your obligation is to answer to the questions put to you;
that it is not up to you to decide which questions you are going to answer or not?
THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) There are questions. Now, if I don't know, I
can't answer; because if you don't know, you must not.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, if you don't know the answer, of course
you need to say "I don't know," if this is the truth. You have the obligation to tell the
truth. Not telling the truth, Mr Witness, it's a crime, and this is what we are trying to
avoid, and maybe there was a misunderstanding, maybe you did not understand
really what your testimony could be before this Chamber.

So that's why we are trying to explain again to you that you, once you are here, you
have the obligation to answer to the questions put to you. And because you are
under oath, you have to tell the truth; otherwise, you may commit a crime against the
administration of justice. If you don't know the answer you just say "I don't know,"
but if you know you have to answer.

Can we try to continue without having to suspend this hearing and asking VWU to
make you a warning? Can we try again to count on your understanding on your
role as a witness?

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Irepeat that we are in private session; that the
public outside the courtroom cannot hear what you say; and that all people that are
here in this Courtroom, Defence, Prosecution, legal representatives, Judges, court
officers, interpreters, everyone has a confidentiality duty. What is said inside the
courtroom cannot go outside the courtroom.

Ms Kneuer, let's try to proceed. I think maybe it was just a matter of some failing on
the proper familiarisation process, and we are sure that the witness now understands
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his role as a witness before this Chamber.

Let's proceed.

MS KNEUER: Thank you very much, Madam President. It's much appreciated.

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. Did you work on the same mandate?

A.  Yes, of course.

Q. Andis it correct that you were collecting (Redacted) about General Bozizé's
troops in the field? I'm referring to transcript 248, page 41, line 13 onwards.

Did you understand my question?

A. Ibeg your pardon?

Q. I'mnot sure if you received interpretation of my question. And what was your
answer again, sir?

A.  Could you repeat the question? I'm not sure I understood you properly.

Q. Isit correct that (Redacted) were supposed

to (Redacted) about General Bozizé's troops in the field?

A.  Yes.

Q. Yesterday, when giving this response to Maitre Kilolo, you made another
comment saying, I quote, "Among other things." So your full response, just for the
sake of the clarity of the record is -- was yesterday, "(Redacted) information

about General Bozizé's troops in the field, amongst other things."

I'm interested in what these "other things" are that you did as part of your mandate as

(Redacted)
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A.  Other things? I'm not quite sure what you mean. Apart from (Redacted), I
don't know. Apart from (Redacted), I told you that I did other things; is that what I
did?

Q.  Well, sir, it was your answer, and I try to understand what you meant. So I'll
read your answer again. Perhaps I should also read the question:

"Question: What (Redacted) you looking for as part of your

(Redacted)

Answer: (Redacted) information about General Bozizé's troops in the field,
amongst other things."

So my question now is: What did you mean yesterday when you said "amongst
other things"?

A.  "Amongst other things," if I said that, it was because in relation to the soldiers,
on the spot at Bangui, there were leaks, there were leaks, and so there were -- if there
were instructions automatically Bozizé's troops were aware. We tried to find out
where the leaks, the instructions, the knowledge about the instructions was leaked

from.

Q. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
Q. How did you share the information with your colleagues?
A. Sometimes we would meet to try and set up a tactic for the department.

Q. Do Iunderstand you correctly that (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. AslIsaid, (Redacted)
(Redacted)
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Q. Did you also attend any other meetings at the CCOP, for example called and
held by Colonel Lengbe?

A. No, no.

Q.  When you were in the field (Redacted) on Bozizé's rebels, were you

in a position to also observe and gather information on other groups that were on the
ground involved in the fighting with Bozizé rebels?

A.  Yesterday I answered a question put to me by Maitre Kilolo, and I said that I
worked far more with the inhabitants, the people who lived in villages or in the
prefecture, so I worked far more with the local residents, the people who lived in the
village. So I wore civilian clothes, and I would go out and (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  When you were in the field, and let's say Bozizé rebels were shooting at FACA
soldiers, would you have had an opportunity to see that?

A. (Redacted) Iwould come along -- for instance, the

loyalist forces might be 100 kilometres away. Iwould arrive. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q.  So when you went in the field to (Redacted) about Bozizé's rebel troops,
you were aware where your own loyalist forces were at that time?

Well, yes, of course.

Were you involved in any decision-making process at the CCOP?

No.

Do you know the name (Redacted)?

Yes.

o o> 0 > 0o >

Who is that person?
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A. He was a commander in the army.

Q. Was he affiliated with the CCOP?

A.  Well, well, you know, at the time officers would go to the CCOP quite often, but
I don't know whether -- that he worked there. They would go there for logistics or
decisions, but I do know that (Redacted) was far more often in the field.

Q. Do you know (Redacted)?

A. No. Perhaps I've forgotten the name or maybe he has another name, I don't
know.

Q. Do you know --

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer, I'm sorry. Maitre Kilolo?

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) If I may be allowed, your Honour, simply to help in
terms of pronunciation. (Redacted). Idon't know whether my Central

African friends will correct me on this but, in any case, I think my pronunciation is
rather closer to the actual pronunciation.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Maitre Kilolo.

Ms Kneuer?

MS KNEUER:

Sir, do you know someone called (Redacted)?

It's been a long time. It's been ten years. Well, I need to think about it.
That's fine, sir. Do you know a person with the name (Redacted).

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

> o > O » O > O

(Redacted)

20.09.2012 Page 41



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-249-Red2-ENG WT 20-09-2012 42/60 SZ T

Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

(Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. What was his role or function at the CCOP?

A.  AslIsaid, we would meet up at the CCOP. Each person would go in, report,
and come out again.

Do you know a person with the name (Redacted)?

(Redacted).

Do you know a person with the name (Redacted)?

(Redacted).

Was he affiliated with the CCOP?

> O » O » O

He was a soldier. He was often at the CCOP. He was always at the CCOP.
I don't know exactly what role he played there.

Q.  Sir, would it be fair to state that your knowledge about the CCOP is limited?
A.  Yes.

Q. Would it be fair to say that you did not have access to any information at the
CCOP, except the one that was shared in (Redacted)?

A.  Could you reformulate that question, please?

Q. Isit correct that you had access to information that concerned (Redacted)
(Redacted)?

A.  The information -- well, I myself, when I got to the CCOP, I was going there to
report to the boss, so the rest of the department, the service, well, those other services,
I don't know how they worked, apart from what I was involved in.
Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)
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A. Well, I don't know that.

Q.  Sir, I would like to talk about ranks in the army. Is it correct that the entry
level is second-lieutenant?

I'm sorry. Ibeg your pardon?

You had the rank of (Redacted); correct?

Yes.

(Redacted)

No.

What is below a second-lieutenant?

> O » O »

A sergeant major. Now, before that, second-lieutenant, and the one who's just
below him is the sergeant major, and after that, staff sergeant, then sergeant, corporal,
simple soldier and private.

Q. Can you work up the way for us from second-lieutenant to the highest rank?

A.  After second-lieutenant you have lieutenant, or full lieutenant. Then after that,
captain. After captain, major. After major, lieutenant-colonel and then colonel,
then general, starting with brigadier-general, and then onwards.

Q. So we have the brigadier-general, then the division general, the corps general
and the army general?

A. Yes. Army general.

Q. IfIcounted correctly, there are nine ranks (Redacted). Does this sound

about right?

A.  Yes.

Q.  Sir, yesterday when Maitre Kilolo was asking you questions and he inquired
you to explain how you know these things, you responded quite often something like,
"I was a soldier and I worked in the (Redacted)" Well, I would like to go back

20.09.2012 Page 43



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-249-Red2-ENG WT 20-09-2012 44/60 SZ T

Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

to some of these questions and see how specifically you obtained the information.

A. Let me repeat once again: (Redacted) from the field. Iwent

to the field. (Redacted)

and I worked in co-operation with the authorities of the town. For example, when I
arrived, I would contact the prefect, the sub-prefect, the brigade commander, the
commissioner, the mayor and the village chief.

Q. Yesterday you were asked the question, and I'm referring to transcript 248, page
17, line 3 onwards:

"Question: And how do you know that they," MLC was meant, "were given
weapons in the Central African Republic?

Answer: Ihave told you that I am a soldier, of course. Please."

My question to youis: How specifically do you know that the MLC were given
weapons by the CAR forces?

A.  When the MLC troops crossed over to the naval base, they had weapons, but
not enough of them. They had light weapons. It was at the naval base that the
General Staff started providing MLC troops with weapons, but those were
semi-heavy weapons, not exactly heavy weapons, Kalashnikovs, R52, RPG-7, and
those arms are known in military terms as semi-heavy weapons, not heavy weapons.
On the other hand, it was the Presidential Guard that used the heavy weaponry.

Q. Did you observe that the weapons were given to the MLC soldiers?

A. Thad colleagues who were working there, and I had comrades in arms who
were working right there at the naval base, and I also had the information (Redacted)
(Redacted).

Q. AmI correct to say that you didn't eyewitness the handover of any weapons to
the MLC soldiers?
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A. At the time of their arrival, I cannot lie to you, I was not present there, but I
arrived one or two hours after that. I was in Kassai, and on my way back I stopped
there for about 15 minutes before continuing on my way. Because when you leave
Camp Kassai to go to town, you have to pass at the naval base before turning the
corner and going up, so I asked about this from my military friends who worked at
the naval base, and they told me that they had arrived about one hour or so before.
Q.  So someone else provided this information to you; correct?

A. Yes. larrived and I inquired how they had arrived, and the colleagues told me
they arrived about an hour ago. And that's how I got the information.

Q. Sorry, who provided the information to you?

A. It was as part of the service activities.

Q. Do you know the people who provided the information to you?

A. Italked with about ten soldiers, at least. I came and joined the crowd that was
there. We conversed. We had a chat. There were many soldiers.

Q. Do you know the names of these soldiers?

A. Imagine that you join a crowd and that you converse with people. Well, I
conversed with people and I cannot give you their names. I don't want to lie to you.
Q. Soyou didn't see these soldiers before at another occasion?

A.  When I arrived they were right there, at the naval base, and they were putting
on their clothes. There were others who were wearing rain boots and when they
were provided with Ranger boots, and uniforms, these were uniforms from China.
This was -- were uniforms given as a gift by China to the Central African army.

Q.  Sir, (Redacted), you worked with so-called sources; right?

A.  Certainly.

Q. How did you check the credibility of these sources? Meaning, if a source is
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providing to you an information, how do you know that this information is true and
accurate and reliable?

A. Letme tell you once again: I arrived at the naval base where the MLC troops
had been received, where they had landed. Ihad a conversation with my comrades
in arms, and that is where I got that information.

Q. Soif a person that you do not know, you never met before, is telling you
something, you just believe it and take it for granted that this is accurate? You're not
questioning that this information may be wrong or inaccurate; you're not trying to
verify that information, is it that what you are saying, sir?

A. Thave told you that when I arrived, the MLC troops were right there. There is
an amphibian or amphibious military camp where they were and there were many
soldiers there also, so we started chatting, and that is how I inquired about them, and
I was told they had just arrived.

Q.  Well, let's try something else. Same transcript, 248, page 17, line 6 onwards:
"Question: Do you know how they were able to move about the country?

Answer: Well, they arrived and they were based at the naval base. After they went
to Bandoro and General Bombayake came to fetch the commander, Commander
Moustapha, and with a few soldiers, they went to Kagoro and from there, that was to
receive instructions.”

How do you know specifically that Commander -- that General Bombayake came to
fetch Commander Moustapha?

A.  That happened right in front of me. When I arrived and we were chatting, at
that time General Bombayake was with Colonel Moustapha in an office having a
conversation. So they came out while I was there, and then they went away in four
vehicles to Camp de Roux.
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Q. How do you know that they went to Camp de Roux?

A. Thave told you that they left the naval camp, or the naval base, right in front of
me to go to the Camp de Roux because that is where General Bombayake's office was
located.

Q. Did you speak to General Bombayake or Colonel Moustapha?

No.

So they could have also left to Damara, for example; right?

No.

Why not?

> O » O »

No, no. When they arrived they did not go directly to the field, so they had to
make time to make contacts and everything. So they did not go directly to the field,
no.

Q. How do you know?

A. Tam asoldier and, at the time of the events, I was present in Bangui because at
the time of the arrival Bozizé's troops were still in Bangui. How could they have
arrived and then skipped over Bozizé's troops to arrive in Damara? How would
that have been possible.

Q. Soit's a conclusion of yours that they went to Camp de Roux?

A. Ibeg your pardon?

Q. Soitisa conclusion that you made that General Bombayake and Commander
Moustapha when they left the naval base went to Camp de Roux?

A.  You know, the Camp de Roux is not far from the naval base. You can walk on
foot and you go up, you will arrive at Camp de Roux. The entry gate that is between
the naval base and the gate of the Camp de Roux is not far.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Sorry. Do we need still to be in private session?
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MS KNEUER: I think so, Madam President, because I'm going to the knowledge
and it (Redacted). Iknow that there are

certain parts that do not require private session. I can try, and we always go back to
private session when it comes to that point, but it's also very difficult to predict what
the witness may say.

Q. AmI correct that you observed that the cars -- or the car leaving the naval base
was entering Camp de Roux? You saw that with your own eyes; is that your
testimony?

A. Letme tell you once again: Iarrived there. They left the naval base right in
front of me. And since Camp de Roux is not that far away from the naval base, well,
they left right in front of me to go to the Camp de Roux.

Q. Did you attend the meeting between General Bombayake and Commander
Moustapha?

A. No, no.

Q. How then do you know that Commander Moustapha and a few soldiers were
supposed to go to Kagoro, and from there it was that he's supposed to receive
instructions? How do you know that General Moustapha received instructions in
Kagoro?

A. At the time they went to the Camp de Roux, I believe one hour after that they
returned to the naval base and that was when Colonel Moustapha, General
Bombayake and the troops started moving away. That is what happened.

Q.  So, again, it is a conclusion of yours?

A.  Yes.

Q.  Sir, as of now, I would like to ask you if you are saying something that is a fact,
that you saw, that you heard yourself or that someone told you, you say that clearly;
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and if it is something that you infer, conclude or speculate about, please let us know
as well. Itis very important for the Judges to understand the difference and the
source of your knowledge.

So, my next portion is -- it's page - it's transcript 248, page 28, line 17 onwards:
"Question: Do you know whether there was actually communication between the
MLC troops in Bangui and the General Staff of the Central African Armed Forces?
Answer: Yes, of course.

Question: Now, I wouldn't want to reiterate this too many times, but I would like to
know how you got hold of that information?

Answer: Maitre, I have told you that I am a soldier and that (Redacted)

(Redacted)

My question for you, sir, is how specifically did you obtain that information?

A.  When the MLC troops arrived in Bangui, those MLC troops was like a unit
within the Central African army. So at the CCOP there were also MLC soldiers who
were right there, so they were working in co-operation with the Central African army
officers.

Q. How do you know that there was communication between the MLC troops in
Bangui and the General Staff? Were you present? Did you hear it? Did someone
tell you?

A. Thave told you that the MLC officers, or commanders, were in the various corps,
or units, so they worked alongside each other. So there was communication. How
is it possible for me to work with you together and we do not communicate?

Q.  So someone told you; is that correct?

A. No.

Q. Letme try it differently, sir. You are a FACA soldier and an (Redacted)
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in the army, and I understand that there were a lot of soldiers; right? I'm working at
this Court, and there are a lot of lawyers and other colleagues at this Court. Well,
for example, I don't know what Maitre Kilolo's salary is. I don't know what the
Presiding Judge's car is. I don't know what Maitre Douzima's cellphone is. Idon't
know. So the only opportunity for me to gain this information is that either I see it,
or they are telling me, or someone else is telling me and this is exactly what I want to
know from you.

How did you learn about the things, the information that you're testifying here?

You see my point? To say I'm working in this Court doesn't mean that I have all the
information about everything, and I would like you to differentiate when you're
saying "I know these things because I'm a soldier" that you're telling me specifically
how you obtained this information.

So, again, coming back to the communication between MLC troops and General Staff,
how do you know that they communicated?

A.  Let me tell you something: There, for example, you have the Judge. She's
there. There are three of them there. This is just a very simplistic example. The
Judges there say she is an officer of the Central African army, and the other Judge, I
don't know her name, she is a member of the MLC. If these people are in the same
office, are they not going to communicate?

Q.  So, again, it's an assumption of yours; right?

A. Itisnot an assumption.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer, please. Judge Aluoch wants to put a
question.

JUDGE ALUOCH: Mr Witness, can I just seek a clarification from you? Within the
FACA army (Redacted), where you were, were any MLC soldiers deployed
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there as well?

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) (Redacted)

JUDGE ALUOCH: Yes.

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) No, no, no.

MS KNEUER:

How often did you meet with General Bombayake?
Are you talking about me?

Correct, I'm talking about you. How often did you --
No. Iwas not working with him.

You never met or spoke with General Bombayake?

> o0 > O » 0O

I'm sorry, but General Bombayake was not a colleague, or a friend, for us to
know each other in that way. He is a general. If I am standing there and he passes
by, I stand to attention and he will pass by. That's it.

Q. How often did you meet Colonel Moustapha?

A. We never -- well, I saw him once at the CCOP when I went there to look for the
necessary resources for my work, and he was there. He had come just like any other
unit commander, but I think that was the second time I saw him there at the CCOP.
Q. Do you know where Colonel Moustapha was residing in the Central African
Republic?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if he lived in a private house at PK12, PK13?

A. I'm telling you no.

Q. Would you be surprised if I tell you that this is more or less public information
and you, (Redacted), don't know that?

A. TIsaytoyou, "No."
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Q.  Sir, I would like to --

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Sorry, Ms Kneuer. Maitre Kilolo.

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) Your Honour, if Ms Kneuer could give us the
reference, that would allow us to put it to the witness that it is common knowledge
that Moustapha or, rather, that the residence of Colonel Moustapha in Bangui was
known to everyone, that it was public knowledge.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer?

MS KNEUER: Madam President, the first source is the book that Prosper N'Douba
wrote. I'm happy to look up the exact source, and we have numerous witnesses
testifying that even in public. Iam happy to submit the concrete references to your
Honours, with your leave.

Q.  Sir, let's look at another statement that you made yesterday. It's the same
transcript, page 35, line 6 onwards:

"Question: Are you telling us that General Mazi was conveying operational
instructions and orders to the MLC contingent in the Central African Republic?
Answer: Yes.

Question: How do you know this?

Answer: As I said, he was the one who co-ordinated missions. At the time the
CEMAC was not -- the Chief of Staff was not really directing operation, rather, it was
his deputy.”

Sir, how do you know specifically that General Mazi was giving instructions on
operations and to the MLC?

A. TI'vetold you, General Mazi in the orders and the orders would go to the CCOP,
and at the CCOP all the operations would be co-ordinated there.

Q.  Well, sir, a few minutes ago you testified that the only information you had
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access to at the CCOP was (Redacted), and you specifically said that you

did not have access to any other information. So, how do you know? Were you
present at a meeting? Did you see a report? Did someone tell you, or is it again a
conclusion or assumption of yours?

A. Ma'am, I'm telling you: CCOP was an operations command centre, so all the
operations in the field had to first go through. It would go from the General Staff,
then go to the CCOP, and then it would go to the field.

Q.  Sir, I understand what you are saying. I'm just challenging that you could
have possibly this information. You told us earlier that you were not privy to any
information of the CCOP (Redacted). Now you are talking

about information that relates to operations, and my question is: Do you want to
correct your testimony?

A. Letme say to you once again: The General Staff would give the order to the
CCOP, and at the CCOP, they would carry out and to carry out the orders given by
the General Staff, and then the orders would go to the field.

Q.  Sir, wouldn't it be fair to state that you, as a low-ranked officer, (Redacted)
(Redacted) had no idea about any information

that a general may have given to a commander? You were not privy of that
information; correct?

A. Please, what kind of information do you want?

Q.  Sir, I think you quite well understood me. I will move on. Another portion
from yesterday's transcript, 248, page 48, lines 7 onwards:

"Question: Now, other than the information that the intelligence office gathered
about the enemy, was information also gathered about the friendly forces, forces, the
loyalist forces? Did office 2 gather that information too?
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Answer: [have no idea about that."

I would like to seek a clarification from you, sir: Do we have to understand your
answer to mean that (Redacted) about the whereabouts of the

loyalist forces during the conflict?

A.  From Bangui, bien, to the provinces? Try to -- try to put the question properly,
so I can answer.

Q. Did you have information about the whereabouts of the loyalist forces while
they were fighting against the Bozizé rebels?

A.  Where?

Q. In the Central African Republic, Bangui upwards, Sibut, Damara, wherever you
went, Sir.

A.  Well, you see, you have to ask specific questions so I can answer. In Bangui,
for instance, Bozizé's troops had come in at the northern exit, PK12, PK11, PK10,
Gobongo, Fouh, 36 Villas, Boy-Rabé, and the loyalist forces were from Camp Béal,
support unit Camp Kassai, and so on and so forth.

Q. I'mstill not clear what your answer is, sit. During the conflict in the Central
African Republic, from 25 October 2002 until 15 March of 2003, when fighting
occurred between Bozizé rebels and loyalist forces, may it be in Bangui or at any
other place in the Central African Republic, did you have information about the
location of the loyalist forces?

A.  Well, that question is specific. Bozizé's troops were in the north, in the north,
around -- close to Chad.

Q.  And the loyalist forces, did you know where they were during this time frame?
A. The loyalists were -- how should I put this? They were to the south, to the
south.
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Q. (Redacted), you obtained information about the position of

your own loyalist forces; correct?

A. How's that?

Q. (Redacted), did

you know, (Redacted), where the loyalist forces

were located?

A.  Of course.

Q. And did you also obtain any information about your own loyalist forces, (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. Treally haven't grasped the question.

Q.  Well, sir, I think you have. You just realise that you contradict yourself again.
So I will move on.

Madam President, the first reference I can submit to the Chamber is the reference of
the book, CAR-DEF-0002-0108 at 0264, and I will submit the other references at a later
stage.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, Mr Haynes.

MR HAYNES: [Ijust wonder if Ms Kneuer could clarify the position. Are the
Prosecution asserting that Prosper N'Douba's book can be relied upon for the truth of
its contents?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer?

MS KNEUER: The position of the Prosecution is that the witness, (Redacted)
(Redacted), is claiming not to know where the Commander Moustapha was living or
located during the time of the conflict. However, the witness is claiming that he
knows everything else, and I specifically asked the question which numerous people
in the Central African Republic provided in different manners, may it be witnesses
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here, may it be publications. That's the point, and I think it is clear.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I think the answer is clear, Mr Haynes.

MR HAYNES: Well, I don't --

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) May I?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, sir. Court officer, please turn into closed
session.

MR HAYNES: I think we are already in closed session.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We are in private session, Mr Haynes.

*(Closed session at 1.15 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honour.

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) May I go to the wash room?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court usher, please accompany the witness.

(The witness stands down)

(The witness enters the courtroom)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 1.19 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Kneuer. Sorry, Maitre Kilolo.

MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) Your Honour, I would like to express a serious
concern. I'm concerned about the way in which Ms Kneuer is questioning the
witness in this case. She has put a series of questions to him, and the witness has
said that he does not understand, could you repeat.

Ms Kneuer does not speak French. She is not in a position to verify whether at the
point in time that the witness asks for repetition of the question because he doesn't
understand, she is not in a position to cross-check what has been made of her
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question in French. She prefers to speculate about the good faith of the witness and
say "You've understood my question. I think you've understood my question. TI'll
move on."

I think this verbal aggression towards the witness is not fair.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I think Ms Kneuer could -- first off we don't have too
much time to continue today but, in any case, maybe Ms Kneuer could be, say, more
patient with the witness, and sometimes rephrasing the question can help the
adjustment of the real sense of your question, and then facilitate your job and the
witness understanding of the question that is put.

MS KNEUER: I'm happy to do that, Madam President. If I may share an
observation with your Honours?

I fully trust the interpreters of this Court and I think during the course of roughly 50
witnesses, 45, I think they did a pretty good job and there were very few occasions
where problems occurred and, if so, it was mainly when Sango witnesses testified,
and I'm pretty sure that they translate what I'm saying.

If there is a blame it's me, that my English is not good enough. I'm not a native
speaker. Well, I will improve on that but I trust, fully trust that the interpreters are
exactly translating what I'm saying and it is indeed correct that I two times did not
pursue and it was after I put the question three or four times and, considering the
behaviour of this witness during the course of today, I think my statement was very
fair to the witness.

I'm happy to insist on certain questions, which will prolong of course the examination,
but also I think it is the Prosecution's right to decide when to move on, because by the
answer that the witness is giving we can draw conclusions as well. It does not
always depend on the content. But I will be more patient with the witness.
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Thank you, Madam President.

Q.  Sir, I would like to read to you another statement that you made yesterday. It
is transcript 248, page 37, line 23 onwards of the edited version:

"Question: And do you recall who decided how these various loyalist units would
be organised or brought together for this operation to regain control of Damara?
Answer: It was General Bombayake at the time."

Sir, how did you know that General Bombayake took that decision?

A. Because in Damara it was -- it was General Bombayake who was running the
show. He was running the operations, and there was colonel --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- as well and other officers.

MS KNEUER:

Q. Were you present when he gave these orders?

A. Ireally don't know what to say. I've told you that he was the one running the
show. Do you understand what I mean?

Q. How do you know that he was running the show?

A. He was on -- in the field, he was in the field to lead, to run the show. General
Bombayake, he was the one making decisions. He was in the field. He was in the
field with the Presidential Guard, the MLC and the FACA.

Q. Did you hear, with your own ears, that he gave these orders?

A. Isaw. Isaw him in the field.

Q. Do you know someone who was present when the order was given?

A. TI'vetold you that I was in the field. Isaw him running the show, being the
leader.

Q. Wouldn't you agree, sir, that you have actually no idea what was going on and

20.09.2012 Page 58



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-249-Red2-ENG WT 20-09-2012 59/60 SZ T

Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007

that everything that you provided to us is just an assumption and conclusion that you
are drawing, from what you may have observed or not?

A. TI'vetold you that I worked a lot in the field, ma'am.

Q. How could you, (Redacted), have information about what a general

possibly did or did not do?

A. Ttold you, I've told you. It was General Bombayake who was running the
show. He was in charge of the mission, the Damara mission.

MS KNEUER: Thank you, sir.

Madam President, this concludes my questioning for today. Sadly enough, I have to
inform you that I didn't even make it half through my questioning. I assume that I
will take the entire today tomorrow.

Thank you, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I --Ihope you come tomorrow with better news to
the Chamber, Ms Kneuer. You have already used two hours, 50 minutes, so we
hope that you don't need to use the whole day tomorrow with this witness.

Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 1.28 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, we will adjourn for today. We hope
you can take some rest during the afternoon, the evening. We will continue
tomorrow morning starting at 9 in the morning.

I ask the court officer, please, to contact VWU. The Chamber would like to receive
from VWU, before the hearing tomorrow, an assessment on the physical and
psychological well-being of the witness.

I thank very much the Prosecution team, the legal representatives of victims, the
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Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. I thank very much our interpreters,
court reporters, court usher, court officer.

We will turn into closed session in order for the witness to be taken outside the
courtroom. In the meantime, we will adjourn and resume tomorrow morning at 9 in
the morning, sharp.

*(Closed session at 1.30 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.

(The witness stands down)

THE COURT OFFICER: All rise.

(The hearing ends in closed session at 1.31 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session
RECLASSIFICATION REPORT

Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and

ICC-01/05-01/08-3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public.
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