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1 International Criminal Court

2  Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 1

3 Situation: Central African Republic

4  In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/08

5 Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and Judge Kuniko Ozaki

6 Trial Hearing

7 Wednesday, 19 September 2012

8  (The hearing starts in open session at 9.14 a.m.)

9 THE COURT USHER: Allrise.
10  The International Criminal Court is now in session.
11  Please be seated.
12  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning. Could, please, court officer call the
13 case.
14  THE COURT OFFICER: Thank you, Madam President. Situation in the Central African
15 Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, ICC-01/05-01/08.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.
17 I welcome the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims, the Defence team,
18 Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. I welcome our interpreters and court reporters.
19 We will start today with the testimony of Defence Witness D04-07. Before we bring the
20  witness in, the Chamber needs to issue an oral decision on the Defence's request for
21  in-court protective measures for Witness DO-7. For that purpose, I ask, please, court
22 usher to turn into private session.
23  (Private session at 9.15 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session
24  THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.
25 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.
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THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Taking into account the protective measures granted to

Witness D04-07, and just for the purpose of having the witness introduced into the
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1  courtroom, I ask court officer to turn briefly into closed session.
2 (Closed session at 9.26 a.m.)
3 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I ask, please, court usher to bring the witness in.
5 (The witness enters the courtroom)
6 WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007
7 (The witness speaks French)
8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
9 (Open session at 9.28 a.m.)
10 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
11  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, Mr Witness.
12 THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.
13  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ihaven't received the interpretation.
14  THE INTERPRETER: The interpretation was "Good morning, your Honour."
15 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, you are most welcome.
16  First of all, I would ask the court usher to facilitate you taking the oath by reading out the
17  words of the oath that are on the printed card in front of you.
18 Please, could court usher facilitate the witness.
19 Can you read, Mr Witness, the words of the card that are in front of you?
20 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you. "Solemn declaration: I solemnly
21  declare that I will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth."
22  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.
23 THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Thank you.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, do you understand the oath to mean that
25 you must give answers to questions asked of you that are true and accurate to the best of
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your knowledge and belief?

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Do you understand the meaning of the oath,

Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Yes, of course.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, you have been granted by the Chamber
what we call "in-court protective measures." That means that all the time the parties and
participants and the Chamber will address you by calling you "Mr Witness." Your image
and your voice broadcast outside the courtroom are being distorted. That means that the
public outside the courtroom cannot identify you by your image or by your voice.

If in any instances you need to give personal information, or information that can lead to
your identification, we will go into private session. In private session you can feel free to
speak whatever you want because the public cannot listen to what is said in this
Courtroom.

The Defence and the Prosecution and the legal representatives, if authorised to put
questions to you, will be careful and inform you in case an answer could lead to your
identification and, therefore, allowing us to go into private session before you give your
answer in open session.

Do you understand, Mr Witness, the content of the in-court protective measures?

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Thank you. Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Do you consent with these protective measures that are
taken, in order to protect you from the public identification?

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, as you must have been explained by the
Victims and Witnesses Unit during the familiarisation process, you will be questioned
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1 first by the Defence, then by the Prosecution, and if authorised by legal representatives of

2 victims. Finally, Defence will have the opportunity to put some follow-up questions to

3 you.

4  Mr Witness, as you can see, we speak different languages, and because of that we have

5 interpreters and court reporters that are providing us with real-time interpretation and

6 transcripts.

7 Inorder to allow our interpreters and court reporters to do their job properly, it is very

8 important, Mr Witness, that you speak slower than normal. It may seem unnatural, and

9 itislikely that at one point you start speeding up. In that case, I will have to interrupt
10 you. Please don't take offence; it's just for practical reasons, as I said, to allow the
11  interpreters and court reporters to follow you and to translate, to interpret what you are
12 saying.
13 We have also another rule that usually we call "the five seconds golden rule". That
14  means that after a question is put to you you wait five seconds before you start giving
15 your answer in order to allow the interpreters to finalise the translation of the question.
16  Mainly, when Defence is questioning you, and because you speak the same language, you
17  need to be very careful in order not to start your answer immediately. Give us, give our
18 interpreters the five seconds because that would facilitate our work and your testimony
19  will go smoothly.
20 Do you understand our ground rules, Mr Witness?
21 THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Certainly.
22  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, the Chamber has been just informed that
23 you may need to have some more breaks because you're facing some problems. Please,
24 feel free to ask the Chamber for a break whenever needed; is that fine with you, sir?
25 THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Thank you.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much. I will then give the floor to

2  Maitre Kilolo. Maitre Kilolo will start questioning you.

3 Maitre Kilolo, you have the floor.

4  QUESTIONED BY MR KILOLO: (Interpretation)

5 Q. Good morning, Mr Witness.

6 A. Good morning, Counsel.

7 Q. Iwould like to remind you to wait for about five seconds after my question to

8 enable the interpreters to interpret into other languages before you answer my question.

9 Iwill do the same myself. Do you understand that?
10 A. Okay.
11 Q. Letme introduce myself once again. Ihave already met you once before and then
12  during the familiarisation exercise. Iam Mr Aimé Kilolo, and I am lead counsel for the
13  defence of Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba. I will be the one leading you in your testimony before
14 this Court. I will begin with a certain number of personal questions for the purposes of
15  your identification to the Bench and to the parties.
16 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) And for that purpose I would like, with the Presiding
17  Judge's leave, to go to private session.
18 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: For sure. And Ijust ask you, please, to remind the
19 witness when you start on what a private session means.
20  Court officer, please, turn into private session.
21  (Private session at 9.41 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session
22 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.
23 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
24 Q. Mr Witness, we are now in private session. Concretely, this means that it is only
25  the persons that you can see in this Courtroom can hear you. Members of the public
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1  outside of the courtroom cannot hear what we are saying.

2 My first question to you is as follows: Can you please state your name?

3 A. Thankyou. (Redacted)

4  (Redacted)

5 Q. Whatis your nationality?

6 A. Iam anational of the Central African Republic.

7 Q. Do you have an occupation currently?

8 A. (Redacted)

9 Q. [Iaminterested in the period between October 2002 and March 2003. Do you

10 remember in which country you were during that period?

11 A. Thankyou. (Redacted)

12 (Redacted) AndlI

13  can tell you, Counsel, that on 25 October I was in Bangui.

14 Q. Youhave mentioned 25 October. What was your specific position or occupation at
15  that time?

16 A. TIhave told you that I was still a member of the Central African Armed Forces.

17 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Can we go back to open session, please?

18 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into public session.

19 (Open session at 9.45 a.m.)

20 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

21 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

22 Q. Mr Witness, we are in open session. This means that from now on the public will
23  be able to hear our exchanges, so I would like to ask you, in the course of your answers, to
24 refrain from providing information that might enable the public to identify you. This

25 means, specifically, that you should not mention your name, or give any details about
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1 yourjob, or your duties. If my question requires you to provide details or to identify
2  certain people, then you should ask that we go back to private session.
3 Do you understand that?
4 A. Yes.
5 Q. A short while ago you mentioned 25 October 2002. Is that a date that you

6 remember for any particular reason?

7 A, Yes.
8 Q. Whathappened on 25 October 2002?
9 A.  On 25October 2002, General Bozizé's troops entered Bangui.
10 Q. Do you know from where General Bozizé's troops came?
11 A. They came from the north of the Central African Republic.
12 Q. And where specifically were you located when General Bozizé's troops entered
13 Bangui?

14 A. Iwas at the Régiment de soutien, or support regiment.

15 Q. Do you know what road they used to enter Bangui?

16 A. [Itold you that they came from the direction of Chad, through Bossangoa,

17  Kaga-Bandoro, Sibut right up to Damara and the gates of Bangui.

18 Q. And after Damara, before entering Bangui, do you know specifically how they

19 entered Bangui?

20 A. They entered Damara right up to PK12; that is the northern exit of Bangui, PK12,
21  PK11, PK10, Libongo (phon), Fouh. Then they arrived at the National Assembly

22  building and they even took over the television building before they were repulsed back
23 to the fourth arrondissement.

24 Q. IfIunderstand you correctly, you say that on 25 October they occupied the entire
25 sector from the fourth arrondissement back towards the north, PK12, and after?
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1 A. TItold you that they came through the north exit of Bangui; PK12, PK11, PK10,
2 Libongo, Fouh, 36 Villas, right up to the National Assembly.
3 Q. Butupon their arrival on 20 October 2002 in Bangui, were there any fighting units
4 located there?
5 A. Ofcourse.
6 Q. Which were the forces that were present in Bangui on 25 October 2002?
7 A. The FACA forces were present there; that is the national forces.
8 Q. Whathappened when they met the Central African Armed Forces? What
9 happened?
10 A. There was an exchange of fire.
11 Q. Where specifically did this exchange of fire take place?
12 A. General Bozizé's troops were in the fourth arrondissement while the loyalist forces
13  were at the level of the support regiment, not even one kilometre away.
14 Q. Do you know for how long that exchange took place?
15 A. Yes. The fighting took place over a period of four to five days.
16 Q. And during those four to five days, which were the units that were involved in the
17  fighting?
18 A. Initially, it was the Central African Armed Forces, and four to five days later the
19 MLC forces arrived to reinforce the Central African Armed Forces.
20 Q. Do youknow when the MLC troops arrived Bangui?
21 A. Inolonger remember the specific date, but it was four to five days after the arrival
22 in Bangui of General Bozizé's troops.
23 Q. And you yourself, were you involved in the fighting?
24 A. Tamasoldier. Iam aloyalist.
25 Q. And during that fighting which lasted for about four to five days before the arrival
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1 of the MLC, where were you personally?
2 A, Iwasatthe Régiment de soutien, or support regiment.
3 Q. Do youknow the means of transportation that the MLC used to arrive at Bangui?
4  Was it by road, river or by air?
5 A. They crossed on a ferry. As you know, our political capital is on the border with
6 the DRC, so all you need to do is to cross the river.
7 Q. And where is the support regiment located?
8 A. It'sstill in the 36 Villas, next to Camp Béal; that is on the road between the support
9 regiment and Camp Béal.
10 Q. Do youknow to whom belonged the ferry that transported the MLC troops to
11  Bangui?
12 A. Ofcourse. It'sa Central African boat, or ferry, belonging to the SOCATRAF
13 company.
14 Q. You have said that they crossed the river on the ferry, but where did they land
15 precisely?
16 A. At the beach; that is on the shores of the river. They arrived and they were
17  received at the naval base.
18 Q. Do youknow by whom? In fact, who welcomed them to the naval base? Do you
19 know?
20 A. Yes. They were received by General Yangongo, who at the time was minister
21  delegate in charge of defence. There was also Colonel Danzito (phon).
22 Q. And what was the position of Colonel Dandito?
23 A. He was the commander of the naval base, the amphibian base.
24 Q. Andhow do you know all this information?
25 A

(Redacted) It is for that reason
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1 that I was able to have all that information.
2 Q. Do youknow what was the mission of the MLC troops in the Central African
3 Republic at that time?
4 A. Yes. The purpose of their arrival was to assist the regime in power.
5 Q. When the MLC forces arrived in Bangui, how were they dressed?
6 A. They werejust like that. Some of them had uniforms, but not really military
7 uniforms. Others were wearing civilian clothing, and it was at the naval base that they
8 were provided with uniforms and Rangers.
9 Q. And which uniforms were given to them?
10 A. Central African forces uniforms, of course.
11 Q. Now, after being given those uniforms of the Central African Armed Forces, what
12 happened? Did they go anywhere?
13 A. They were received at the naval base. They were given uniforms and Rangers and
14 as well as weapons.

15 Q. Do you know what type of weapons?

16 A. Semi-heavy weapons? Do you know what that means?

17 Q. Can you explain what this is?

18 A. Heavy weapons, such like Kalashnikovs, RPG-7s, and others.

19 Q. Do youknow why they were given weapons when they arrived at the Central

20  African Republic?

21 A. At the time of their arrival at the naval base, they did not have enough weapons. It
22  isfor that reason that the Central African army provided weapons to the MLC.

23 Q. Andhow do you know that they were given weapons in the Central African

24 Republic?

25 A. Thave told you that I am a soldier, of course, please.
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1 Q. Do youknow how they were able to move about the country?
2 A.  Well, they arrived and they were based at the naval base. After they went to
3 Kondoro (phon), and General Bombayake came to fetch the commander, Commander
4 Moustapha, and with a few soldiers they went to Kondoro, and from there that was to
5 receive instructions.
6 Q. Atthat specific point, where were you exactly?
7 A. (Redacted)
8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo, if you allow me? I would like to remind
9  both Maitre Kilolo and Mr Witness to give the five seconds before you give your answer
10 and, Maitre Kilolo, before you start with a new question. Thank you very much.
11 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.
12 Q. Witness, did you see the vehicles that were provided to the MLC troops? Did you
13  see that with your own eyes?
14 A. Yes. They were jeeps and pick-ups. The pick-ups that were -- that had been
15 requisitioned.
16  THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
17  MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
18 Q. Whatkind of vehicles? Were they military vehicles or civilian vehicles?
19 A. TItold you that there were military vehicles as well, and pick-ups, pick-up trucks,
20 civilian vehicles, that had been requisitioned by the General Staff of the CAR Armed
21  Forces.
22 Q. How do you know that?
23 A. Well, do you want me to answer -- well, I've told you, I'm a soldier and I was on
24 duty at that time. I was an operational soldier. Iknow.
25 Q. Youseem to really be stressing your position at that time, the fact that you were a
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1 soldier. Now, because of that position, were you in a position to have that information?
2 A. (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4 Q. Do youknow how the MLC troops managed to feed themselves when they were in
5 the CAR?
6 A. Well, they had their comprehensive daily allowance.

7 Q. Whatis this PGA, this allowance?

8 A. Well, itis a comprehensive subsistence allowance.
9 Q. What did this allowance truly consist of?
10 A. Ibegyour pardon?
11 Q. You said that this was a comprehensive subsistence allowance. What does that

12  exactly mean? Isitasalary? What, what was it exactly?

13 A. It's an allowance that is given every day in the field.

14 Q. [TI'dlike to ask you a specific question, and please don't be offended by this question,
15  but I really am trying to understand something. Now, when you say that you were

16  working (Redacted) what does that exactly mean, in relation to your

17  knowledge of the -- your knowledge, your information about the MLC?

18 A. Well, as I told you, the mission of the MLC troops in Bangui was to support the

19 government, the government that was in place at the time. That was the goal of the

20 MLC's mission in Bangui or, rather, in the Central African Republic.

21 Q. Now, (Redacted) did this also

22 apply to the MLC situation? And if you could please wait five seconds before giving us
23  your reply.

24 A. Could you please repeat the question?

25 Q. Inotice that when I asked you how you came to obtain information about the MLC
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1 you gave a general answer, saying that you were a soldier, that you worked (Redacted)
2 (Redacted) So whatIwould like to ask you is this: To what extent did your work as
3 an (Redacted) allow you to have information about the MLC? You, you were
4  (Redacted) and you were a FACA soldier, a loyalist soldier, so
5 how did it come to be that you obtained this information about the MLC in the Central
6  African Republic?
7 A. Thankyou. To answer the question, the MLC was incorporated within the CAR
8 forces. They were like a particular corps, like BT1, BT2, support regiment, republican
9 guard and other units.
10 Q. When you say BT1 or BT2, what is that exactly?
11 A. BT], that stands for territorial battalion number 1.
12 Q. Now, how did you learn that the MLC had been incorporated into the CAR army,
13  and had become one particular corps or unit within that army?
14 A. Because the MLC had the same rank or standing as the other units. They all
15 worked together. They worked together. They co-operated.
16 Q. IfIcould hark back to that issue of the subsistence allowance, did the FACA soldiers
17  also receive such a subsistence allowance?
18 A.  Of course.
19 Q. How much was that per day, or per month? What was the amount of the
20 subsistence allowance provided to FACA soldiers?
21 A. ThePGA, the allowance, in normal times it started with a -- the lower-ranking
22  officers, and so on and so forth, but during the time of the crisis the amounts were not the
23  same.
24 Q. Could you give us an example? Did you yourself receive a certain amount of
25 money, a certain --
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1 A. Yes. Anordinary soldier, during the time of crisis, got 2,500. That was his
2  subsistence allowance.

3 Q. Sothe 2,500, how often was that paid? Was it on a daily basis, weekly, monthly?

4 A. That was the daily amount.

5 Q. Now, yousaid 2,500. What currency are you mentioning or using?

6 A. The CAR uses what currency, Counsel? CFA.

7 Q. And you say that was paid to the ordinary soldiers, the rank and file. What was

8 paid to the non-commissioned officers?
9 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible. Overlapping speakers.
10 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

11 Q. Could you give us some idea what the wages were of a CAR soldier at that time, in

12 20027

13 A. A second-class soldier got 54,000.

14 Q. Are we still talking CFA francs?

15 A. Of course.

16 Q. How much would a non-commissioned officer get at that time?

17 A. Itwould depend. Itwould depend. It would depend on the position, the military

18 diploma that the person had. So it would depend.

19 Q. If wecould go back to the salaries earned by the officers. What sort of subsistence
20 allowance did they get, do you know?

21 A.  Yes. Inmy case, for example, (Redacted), an officer, in relation to -- (Redacted)

22 would get 10,000 francs.

23 Q. Didyousay 10,000 francs every day?

24  THE INTERPRETER: Overlapping speakers. Message from the interpreters: Could
25 the witness be reminded to observe the five-second rule.
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1 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
2 Q. Now, the payment of this subsistence allowance that you got during this time,
3 during the crisis, was this a regular kind of payment or were there irregular payments?
4 A. Itold you it was on a daily basis during the crisis.
5 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo, I'm sorry to intervene again. The
6 interpreters are having difficulties with overlapping speakers because of the lack of five
7 seconds between questions and answers. So we are missing some parts of the answers
8 because the witness is not waiting the five seconds.
9 Iknow, Mr Witness, sometimes it's difficult to remember, but we need to remind you,
10  once again, to speak slower and to wait five seconds before you start giving your answer.
11  Thank you.
12 THE INTERPRETER: Many thanks from the interpreters.
13 THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Thank you.
14  MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Thank you for the reminder, your Honour.
15 Q. Witness, I realise this is difficult for us, since we both speak the same language and
16  we tend to reply directly, forgetting that the interpreters have to do their work and
17  translate what we're saying into English. So let us try to try a little bit harder.
18 Now, you said that as an officer you got 10,000 CFA francs as a subsistence allowance
19 every day. AmItounderstand that you collected that regularly, every day?
20 A. TI'vetold you, it was on a daily basis.
21 Q. If wecould go back to the amount of the salary of an officer at the time, in 2002, in
22 the Central African Republic, could you remind us of the amount?
23 A. AslIsaid a few moments ago, an officer, well, it would depend. You might have
24 the same rank, lieutenant or second-lieutenant, and the other one might not have the same
25 salary as you. Another person at your rank might have greater responsibilities or a
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1  better military diploma.

2 Q. A few moments ago, you mentioned 54,000 CFA francs per month for an ordinary

3 soldier. What would that amount be for -- well, for your own case at the time? Do you

4 remember how much time -- do you remember how much you earned at the time?

5 A. Ofcourse. Ihad asalary of 182,000 francs.

6 Q. I'dnow like to ask you a question about the amount of the subsistence allowance

7 that the MLC soldiers got during the crisis in the CAR and in relation to the allowance

8 that would be earned to a CAR soldier.

9 A. Well, Ireally couldn't tell you because I am speaking about the CAR Armed Forces.
10 Q. A few moments ago you said that the MLC soldiers would receive this subsistence
11 allowance. How do you know that?

12 A. Because we worked together, so each day they would come around to get their

13  subsistence allowance like any other unit.

14 Q. [Ijust wanted to know, if we were to compare the actual amounts, the salaries, to the
15 subsistence allowance that was granted to a CAR soldier, was it the same amount or did
16  some soldiers get more than others, if we compare an MLC soldier to a FACA soldier?
17 During that period of time, in the Central African Republic, who was earning more or

18 were they earning the same amount, the same subsistence allowance?

19 A. Well, the MLC --

20 THE INTERPRETER: Incomprehensible.

21 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

22 Q. Andhow do you know that they were well-treated in terms of a PGA, of a

23  subsistence allowance in the CAR?

24 A.  Well, I was working within the army, please.

25 Q. Now, you say that they were well-treated, well-maintained, so to speak. Did they
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1  have the same sort of salaries as the CAR soldiers, or did they earn a bit more?

2 A. Well, what I can tell you is that at the time there was a crisis, a crisis of confidence.

3  The president at the time really did not have the confidence of the forces. He seemed to

4 trust the MLC troops more.

5 Q. Now, you mentioned the confidence in the MLC troops, and in relation to the

6 amount of the subsistence allowance what does that mean? Did they get the same

7 amount of money, or did the MLC troops get more?

8 A. The MLC troops got more, to my knowledge.

9 Q. [I'dlike to ask you a question about the -- the amount of money, let us say the
10  subsistence allowance over the course of a month. You said that on a daily basis it was
11 10,000 CFA francs, whereas over the course of a month, as a salary, you would get 182,000
12 francs?
13 A.  Yes.
14 Q. My questionis this: If you received this amount, this daily amount over the course
15  of an entire month, and you compare that amount of money to the amount of the salary,
16  what can you say about that?
17 A. Well, look at your level. The salary, the subsistence allowance, it's calculated in
18 accordance with your level, your rank.
19 Q. Inspecific terms, what does that mean at the end of the month? The amount that
20 you would get, let us say by the end of the month, how much would you have received?
21 Inrelation to your salary, was it less than the salary, more than the salary, the same
22  amount to your knowledge?
23 A. Counsel, I told you that I got 182,000. So calculate for yourself the subsistence
24 allowance that I got and you'll see the difference.
25 Q. Letusassume 10,000 per day over 30 days. At the end of the month, how much
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1  does that represent, if you could help me make that estimate?

2 A. Counsel, that comes to 30,000 -- correction, 300,000, in the time of the crisis. I'm

3 talking about on a monthly basis, but I'm talking about my own case.

4 Q. Now, during the time of crisis in the Central African Republic, in this general time

5 frame, you said that was from 25 October 2002, but how long did the crisis last for?

6 When did it end?

7 A. Even before, even before 25 October, Bozizé's troops began -- even before they got to

8 Bangui there was a crisis. The crisis, the crisis ended on 15 March 2003.

9 Q. Ifwecould do the same thing once again in relation to the subsistence allowance
10 that the other soldiers got, how much would you say? How much would an MLC
11  soldier get? What sort of daily subsistence allowance would he get? If we take it over
12 the course of an entire month, in relation to the average salary of a soldier in the Central
13  African Republic, what would we say? Was it the average salary of a soldier in the
14 Central African Republic? Was it less than the average salary? Was it more than the
15 average salary of a soldier?
16 A. Above. Itwasabove the salary of a soldier, because the MLC didn't really get a
17 salary. It wasn't really the same thing. They didn't have a salary; they just got their
18  subsistence allowance, to my knowledge.
19 Q. AmlItounderstand this: That the MLC troops were not truly receiving a salary in
20 the CAR but they did receive a subsistence allowance over the course of one month, and
21  the amount thereof was higher than the salary of an average soldier in the Central African
22 Republic?
23 A. You've understood.
24 Q. Now, you've told us two things: You have stated that the MLC soldiers in the CAR
25 did not get a salary. What's more, you've told us that the amount that an MLC soldier

19.09.2012 Page 21



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-248-Red2-ENG WT 19-09-2012 22/57 SZ T —+HEE-6H05-0H08-T248-Read-ENG-WH19-09-2012-22/57NB—F
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0007
1  would get every day, as a comprehensive subsistence allowance during the time of crisis
2 in the CAR, when you added it all up over the course of a month the amount was above
3 the average salary of a soldier in the CAR; is that correct?
4 A. Yes, of course.
5 Q. Iwould like to now go back to the whole issue of transportation. What did you see
6 atthetime? Did the MLC soldiers have --
7 THE INTERPRETER: Correction from the interpreter: Communication means.
8 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, of course, they had means of communication.
9 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
10 Q. What sort of equipment did they have?
11 A. The MLC in Bangui, they had the Motorolas. They had Motorolas, like any other
12 unit. After they began to push back Bozizé's troops, past PK12 heading towards Boali
13 and Damara, at that time the MLC received Thuraya communications equipment.
14 Q. Let me begin first with the presence of the MLC in Bangui; in other words, before
15 they went past PK12. You said that they had Motorolas. What type of device is that?
16 A. The brand name is Sagem.
17 Q. Do you know where these Motorola devices came from?
18 A. Yes. Well, the Motorolas were supplied by the main staff of the Central African
19 Armed Forces.
20 Q. Andhow do you know that?
21 A. Icontinuously tell you thatIam a soldier. I was on the spot at the time, when the
22 events took place.
23 Q. What use were these Motorola sets that were handed over to the MLC troops put to
24 in the Central African Republic?
25 A. Well, it's a means of communication, to communicate between MLC and the General
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1  Staff of the Central African Republic Armed Forces.

2 Q. Do you know whether there was actually communication between the MLC troops

3 in Bangui and the General Staff of the Central African Armed Forces?

4 A. Yes, of course.

5 Q. Now, I wouldn't want to reiterate this too many times, but I would like to know

6 how you got hold of that information?

7 A. Maitre, I have told you that I am a soldier and that (Redacted)

8 Q. Soyousay that when they went beyond PK12, heading towards Damara and Boali,

9 they were given Thuraya devices. Who handed those sets over to them?
10 A. The General Staff of the Central African Armed Forces, General Bombayake.
11 Q. Buthowis it that you came to know that General Bombayake supplied the Thuraya
12 sets to the MLC contingent?
13 A. Well, because the president at the time worked far more with General Bombayake.
14 And since the MLC troops came over, well, General Bombayake was the first one to come
15 and see Commander Moustapha and go to Camp de Roux where the office of the director
16  for security is located, or was located. The president's director of security.
17 Q. But why was it that General Bombayake took Moustapha to go to Camp de Roux?
18 Do you know what the reason for that was?
19 A. Hetook it there so as to get instructions in the field.
20 Q. Who was going to give instructions to whom?
21 A. Sorry?
22 Q. Yousaid that General Bombayake had taken Colonel Moustapha to Camp de Roux
23  to getinstructions, so I want this to be perfectly clear, so I'm asking you who was giving
24 instructions to who?
25 A. General Bombayake was giving the instructions to Colonel Moustapha.
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1 Q. How isitthatyou came to know about this detail?
2 A. (Redacted)
3 Q. Iwould like now to understand what the Thuraya sets that were handed over to the
4  MLC troops were used for?
5 A. Well, General Bozizé was Chief of General Staff and when he had left he had taken
6 the frequency, so General Bozizé and the forces had the same frequencies, as a result of
7 which General Bozizé was able to very quickly reach Bangui on 25 October. Because
8 they had the frequency, the Bozizé's troops were aware of the communications going on.
9 Q. Why was it that the Thuraya sets handed over to the MLC contingent only once they
10  had gone past PK12 on their way to Damara? Why was it that the sets were handed over
11  at that late stage; do you know?
12 A. Well, it was because when they began to go out towards the bush, they absolutely
13 needed Thuraya sets, because at the level of the General Staff they were told that
14 Thurayas should preferably be used so as to avoid Bozizé's troops being able to overhear
15  their communications.
16 Q. You told us about the means of communication that was given to the MLC
17  contingent. As for the Central African Armed Forces on the spot, were they also

18 supplied with means of communication?

19 A. Yes, of course.

20 Q. And what were those means of communication that they had?

21 A. Thurayas.

22 Q. Imustremind you, once again, that we have to abide by the five-second rule.
23 A.  Okay.

24 Q. You spoke about frequencies. What can you tell us, by way of comparison, about
25 the frequency that was used by the MLC contingent in the Central African Republic, as
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1 compared with the frequencies used by the loyalist forces, the FACA, during the same

2  period in the Central African Republic? Were these frequencies different ones? What

3 canyou tell us, by way of comparison, between the two?

4 A. They used the same frequencies.

5 Q. How did that happen? Who provided those shared frequencies between the MLC

6 troops and the Central African troops?

7 A. AsItold you, the MLC worked like any other unit at the time; do you understand

8 whatImean? The MLC operated in the same way as any other unit, so the General Staff

9  of the Central African forces handed out the equipment to the troops in the field.
10 Q. Inpractical terms, as a loyalist FACA officer at the time, did you personally have
11  access to the MLC frequency in your capacity as a FACA officer?
12 A. AsItold you before, we shared the same frequencies with the MLC.
13 Q. Now, here again, I'd like things to be perfectly clear, so as between the frequency
14 used by the FACA soldiers and those -- and used by the presidential security during that
15 period, now, if we take the instance where we put the MLC contingent on one side and on
16  the other side we have the FACA units, quite separately from the Presidential Security
17  Units, now, these three units, what can you say to us in terms of a comparison between
18 the three in relation to the frequency that they respectively used, each of these three units?
19 A. The Presidential Guard had the same frequencies as the FACA and the MLC.
20 Q. Now, if I bring up a name, Colonel Thierry Lengbe, does this name mean anything
21 toyou?
22 A.  Yes.
23 Q. Could you tell us what his function was, his position was, at the time of these
24 events?
25 A. Yes. Atthe time of the events, Lengbe, well, he was the commander of the CCOP.
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1  CCOP at the time.
2 Q. Did he remain commander of the CCOP throughout the whole duration of the crisis,
3 up to 15 March 2003, or not?
4 A. No.
5 Q. Whathappened, in practical terms?
6 A. Colonel Lengbe was the commander of the CCOP, and a problem arose. He was
7 accused -- well, that he was a traitor, that he was an informer, and he was going to be
8 arrested. As aresult he fled, together with others, and they went off, I think, to northern
9 Cameroon. If Iremember rightly, I think that was in November, November, November,
10 yes, that's right.

11 Q. November of which year?

12 A. November 2001. No, rather, 2002.

13 Q. Washe replaced in his -- was his position filled at the CCOP?

14  A.  Yes.

15 Q. Do you know by whom?

16 A. He was replaced by Commander Bemondombi.

17 Q. Now, to be perfectly fair to you, let me inform you that Thierry Lengbe testified

18 before this Court in open session, and he stated that in his capacity as commander of the
19 CCOP he was unaware of which frequency the MLC was using in the Central African

20 Republic. How do you react to that?

21 A. Isaid earlier on that the MLC and the Central African forces used the same

22 frequency.

23 Q. So when you say that Colonel Thierry Lengbe was suspected at the time of being a
24  traitor, and that it was envisaged that he should be arrested, as a result of which he fled to
25 Cameroon, now what did -- what exactly was he being accused of? Why was it that he
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1 was called a traitor?

2 A. Atone time he was suspected that he was co-operating with General Bozizé.

3 Q. Iwanttobesurelunderstand. When the MLC troops reached central Bangui, after

4 coming from the naval base, what happened? What did they actually do? How were

5 things organised?

6 A. When they reached the naval base, after having been supplied with uniforms and

7 Ranger boots as well as weapons, as I said earlier on, Commander Moustapha went with

8 General Bombayake to Camp de Roux to get instructions, and after that they began to

9 attack.
10 Q. Did you, with your very own eyes, see MLC soldiers manoeuvring in the field in
11  Bangui?
12  A. Yes, of course.
13 Q. Do you know the various places where the MLC troops were established once they
14 reached Bangui?
15 A. Yes. The MLC troops were at Camp Kassai; others were at Camp de Roux whereas
16  others were at the Régiment de soutien, the support regiment, and BIT2, that is, towards
17 PK11 and PK12.
18 Q. Do you know who set them up in these various places? Did they set up their own
19  quarters in Central African army camps?
20 A. No. They setup their quarters in the various camps under the orders of General
21  Mazi, who was part of the General Staff.
22 Q. Atthis stage I would like to elucidate the issue of the commands. You talked to us
23  about two generals, basically, in terms of the orders being given to the MLC contingent.
24 You spoke to us about General Bombayake, who gave instructions to Colonel Moustapha,
25 and you now talk to us about General Mazi who conveyed orders to the MLC contingent
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1 too. Could you please give us more information about the relationship of command

2  between General Mazi and General Bombayake?

3 A.  Well, as you know, in the army there's line of command and General Mazi at the

4 time, he was Deputy Chief of Staff, but the Chief of Staff was Betibangi, but at that time he

5 wasn't really doing his job; he was already ill. So the senior officer was at the time

6 General Mazi, who gave orders to personnel.

7 Q. Areyou telling us that General Mazi was conveying operational instructions and

8 orders to the MLC contingent in the Central African Republic?

9 A. Yes.
10 Q. How do you know this?
11 A. AslIsaid, he was the one who co-ordinated missions. At the time, the CMA was
12  not -- the Chief of Staff was not really directing operation; rather, it was his deputy.
13 Q. You talked about CMA in French. What does CMA mean, what does it stand for,
14 firstof all? CEMA, could you tell us what that means and then tell us who the deputy
15 was?
16 A. The CEMA in French means Chief of General Staff, Betibangi at the time. Sorry, I
17  should not have used that term. Anyhow, the Chief of General Staff.
18 Q. It wassimply so that we all understood what the terminology means and I think
19 thatis now the case here, in the courtroom. You said that Betibangi was the Chief of

20  General Staff but that he was ill and wasn't operational as a result, is that what you're

21  saying?

22 A.  Yes.

23 Q. So the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Central African army, who was he?

24 A. Itold you, General Mazi.

25 Q. Fine. Sonow this is perfectly clear. So General Mazi was the one who took over
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1 responsibility for operational orders that were addressed to the MLC contingent in the
2  Central African Republic. Now, in this series, this range of command, this chain of
3 command, what is the position of General Bombayake, who you spoke about earlier on?
4 When does he enter the scene of the command system?
5 A. General, the Deputy Chief of General Staff, General Mazi, worked directly in
6 co-operation with General Bombayake who was the director for security for the president.
7 Q. And this will be my last question before the break. To express things in simple
8 terms, could the MLC troops in the Central African Republic take initiatives in terms of
9 retaliation, or attacking Bozizé's rebels independently?
10 A. Well, there is main staff in the Armed Forces of Central African Republic and the
11  MLC troops couldn't just come over from the DRC, and without any instructions, and
12  start shooting. They must have had, they had to have instructions from the main staff.
13 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) I think it's time for us to take a break.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Maitre Kilolo.
15 Mr Witness, we'll have half-an-hour break, time needed for you and as well for our
16  interpreters and court reporters to take some rest. It's 11 o'clock. We'll be back at 11.30.
17  Task, please, the court officer to turn into closed session for the witness to be taken outside
18  the courtroom. In the meantime, we will suspend and resume at 11.30.
19 (Closed session at 10.59 a.m.)
20 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.
21  (The witness stands down)
22 THE COURT OFFICER: All rise.
23 (Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.)
24 (Upon resuming in closed session at 11.33 a.m.)
25 THE COURT USHER: All rise.
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1 DPlease be seated.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Welcome back. Can I ask, please, court usher to bring
3  the witness in.
4  (The witness enters the courtroom)
5 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, could we turn into open session.
6 (Open session at 11.34 a.m.)
7 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, welcome back.
9 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your testimony?
11 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo, you have the floor.
13 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
14 Q. Mr Witness, when the MLC forces started attacking, where were the other loyalist
15  forces located?
16 A. The Central African Armed Forces were working in collaboration with the MLC
17  troops, alongside the MLC troops.
18 Q. How were the MLC and FACA forces deployed on the ground? How were the
19  various units deployed in the fighting?
20 A. AsTIhave told you, the Central African Armed Forces were at the front attacking,
21  because the MLC forces were not very familiar with the layout of the territory, so it was
22 the FACA forces who were at the front, followed by the MLC forces, but all of them
23  fighting in uniform.
24 Q. And where was the counter-offensive launched; that is for the purpose of repulsing
25  the rebel forces from Bangui?
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A.  From the various camps.

Q. What does that mean specifically?

A. At the Régiment de soutien, Camp Kassai, Republican Camp -- Republican Guard
Camp and the MLC forces.

Q. Who decided on the organisation of those forces as they progressed in the field?

A. It was the General Staff of the Central African Armed Forces.

Q. To your knowledge, was there a reason why the MLC contingent should operate
alongside the FACA forces; that is why they should collaborate or co-operate with them?
A. AsTItold you, the MLC forces were not familiar with the layout of the area. That is
why they were compelled to work together.

Q. Was there a supreme commander of the armed forces in the Central African
Republic at the time?

A. Yes. The President of the Republic, Ange-Félix Patassé, was the supreme
commander of the armed forces.

Q. Did he play any particular role in those events?

A.  Yes. Yes, the supreme commander was in charge of the entire chain of command,
and they would send -- he would send instructions through the Ministry of Defence to all
the Central African Armed Forces.

Q.  You mentioned the CCOP a short while ago. What precisely is that?

A.  CCOP is the Operations Command Centre.

Q. And what was the mission of the CCOP?

A. The CCOP was responsible for co-ordinating operations in the field. The orders
came from the supreme commander through the Ministry of Defence and then to the
General Staff from where the orders would be conveyed to the CCOP which was
responsible for co-ordination on the ground.
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1 Q. Which were the pro-Patassé fighting units that were co-ordinated by the CCOP?
2 A. Asfar asIknow, there were also the militias who were fighting on the side of the
3 regime in power. There was SSCPS, you had Karakos troops, and they were stationed
4 behind the National Assembly, and you also had Miskine's troops fighting for the regime.
5 They were militia groups but they were armed just like the other units.
6 Q. Canyou list the various units co-ordinated by the CCOP; that is in addition to those
7 you have just mentioned?
8 A. Yes. There was BIT1, BIT2, BCS, the Republican Guard, the Presidential Guard and
9 the MLC.
10 Q. From the point of view of the organisation of services within the CCOP, can you tell
11  us how the various services were structured?
12 A. AsTlhave told you, the CCOP was the Operational Command Centre. It was the
13  CCOP which was responsible for all operations in the field.
14 Q. Withregard to the organisation of the CCOP, did you have various services or units
15  within the CCOP? You mentioned the CCOP commander some time ago, but did you
16  have other heads of the various sub-services of the CCOP?
17 A. Yes. Forexample, there was an intelligence service, and (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21 Q. Withregard to the intelligence service of the CCOP, how was information gathered?
22 A. Within the CCOP, resources were made available to move about and (Redacted)
23 closely with the inhabitants. In the provinces, for example, (Redacted) work directly with
24 the members of the population. People provided information but they were based right
25 there; that is people from the village, they were the ones who provided information.
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1 Q. What (Redacted) were you looking for as part of (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 A. (Redacted) information about General Bozizé's troops in the field, amongst
4 other things.
5 Q. Whatexactly did you seek to know?
6 A. We wanted to know their positions, how they were organised, the types of weapons
7 that they had, the troop strength. In fact, just to have a good idea to enable us to attack.
8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Could, please, court officer turn very briefly into private
9  session.
10  (Private session at 11.49 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session
11 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)
13  (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16 (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21  We can turn back into open session, please.
22  (Open session at 11.51 a.m.)
23 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
24  MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.
25 Q. Mr Witness, can you tell us the various sources of information that you used at that
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1 time?
2 A. AslIwas telling you a short time ago, (Redacted) directly with the members of the
3 population. In each province and in each village where you had Bozizé's troops, you
4 would have the village chief, for example. Of course there were people who did not like
5 the fact that rebels were based in their village or in their province, so they had to work
6  with us to assist them in liberating those areas.

7 Q. When (Redacted) the information, where did this information go? To whom?

8 A. (Redacted)

9 Q. (Redacted)
10 A. (Redacted)
11 Q. Which means of communication were those?
12 A. Thurayas and GSM phones.

13 Q. Iwillaskyou a question, but if you think that it requires you to provide identifying
14  information we can go to private session, but which were the various sectors or towns that
15 you personally covered as part of your duties?

16 A. Ithink we should go to private session.

17  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.

18 (Private session at 11.54 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session

19 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

20 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) (Redacted)

21  (Redacted)

22  (Redacted)

23  (Redacted)

24  MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

25 Q. Inyour particular case, which towns, neighbourhoods or sectors did you work in for
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(Private Session)

the purpose of (Redacted)?

A. Iwould work in (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A.  Asyou know, amongst General Bozizé's troops, you didn't have enough
professional soldiers at that time. Most of them were civilians. In a section, for example,
you would have four or five professional soldiers and the others would be civilians who
had been trained right there. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Did you personally meet with Bozizé's rebels at the time?

A. Face-to-face, no.

Q. Do you know how the MLC gathered information in the Central African Republic
on the enemy, their arms and positions?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Can we turn back into open session? It appears that
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1  this question is of a more general nature.

2 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Quite so, your Honour.

3  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

4  (Open session at 12.00 p.m.)

5 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

6 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

7 Q. Witness, do you know how the MLC contingent in the CAR went about gathering

8 information about the troop strength of Bozizé's rebels or the weapons they had, their

9 positions, that sort of thing?
10 A. [Itold you, the MLC troops worked according to the instructions from the head of
11  staff, from the General Staff, so that information came by way of the CCOP.
12 Q. Now, without giving too many details, I'd just like to ask you to clarify one point.
13 When you got to Damara for that mission that you had been entrusted with, where were
14 Bozizé's rebel forces located at that time?
15 A. They were in Damara, of course.
16 Q. Now, the informers that you mentioned a few moments ago at the time of the events,
17  were they to be found only in the town of Damara?
18 A. Of course.
19 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Could we please go back into private session?
20 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
21  (Private session at 12.03 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session
22 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.
23 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
24 Q. Now, other than Damara, outside of Damara, did you conduct any other mission in
25 another town? Can you remember a specific example? For instance, you mentioned
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1 (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 A. (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8 Q. The loyalist forces that launched the attack to regain control of Damara, who were
9  these forces made up of?
10 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I think, again, it's general information. Can we go into
11  open session?
12 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Yes, certainly, your Honour.
13  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, turn into open session.
14 (Open session at 12.06 p.m.)
15 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
16 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
17 Q. Witness, do you know what units made up the loyalist forces that launched the
18 attack to regain control of the town of Damara?
19 A. Well, there was the Presidential Guard, the FACA forces and the MLC, as well as
20  various militia, the CPS, Miskine's group, and so on and so forth.
21 THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: The SCPS.
22 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
23 Q. And do you recall who decided how these various loyalist units would be organised
24 or brought together for this operation to regain control of Damara?
25 A. It was General Bombayake at the time.
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1 Q. Do youknow what position these various units left from when they began their

2  assault on Damara?

3 A. They left from PK22.

4 Q. Iwould like to ask you a few questions so that I can better understand the work

5 done by office number 2 within the CCOP. Generally speaking, to your knowledge,

6  what sort of information did the missions relate to?

7 A. Itwas to gather information in the field and to help the people help the

8 various -- the various units. Idon't know quite how to say it. It was to help the BT2,

9  this office 2, would gather intelligence to help people who were in the field.
10 Q. Now, other than the information that the intelligence office gathered about the
11 enemy, was information also gathered about the friendly forces, the loyalist forces? Did
12 office 2 gather that information, too?
13 A. TIhaveno idea about that.
14 Q. My question is as follows: Could you clarify for us, you seem to have some
15 information, some specific information about the MLC at the time during which the MLC
16  wasin the CAR. I'm trying to understand, why is it that you yourself had such
17  information about the MLC?
18 A. Well, you see, the MLC troops were working under the command, under the orders,
19  of the General Staff of the CAR army and (Redacted) so it was normal
20  for me to know things about the MLC.
21 Q. Why do you say that it was normal for you to have information about the MLC?
22  What is the link between your work (Redacted) and this information?
23 A. Because, well, it was at the level of the CCOP. There were also some MLC people
24 who were working in the office of the CCOP.
25 Q. And what did the MLC staff do, these MLC people who were working within the
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1 CCOP?

2 A. The MLC soldiers, or staff, were like any other soldiers from the other units. As]I

3  said earlier, the MLC was incorporated within the CAR armed forces, so the MLC people

4  were working in co-operation with the various units that were also working within the

5 CCOP.

6 Q. Andhow many MLC soldiers were working there at the CCOP?

7 A. Idon't know the exact number.

8 Q. You yourself, how many might you have seen?

9 A. Isawtwo. The other person -- one I know the name of -- well, we would just call
10 them "commander," we would refer to them as "commander." The other one, I do know
11  that person's name, that was Colonel Moustapha, because one day, you see, I met him one
12 day. Iwasleaving off to do my work and I met him. He had come to get some fresh
13  supplies and we saw one another at the CCOP.

14 Q. What do you mean when you say that Colonel Moustapha came and got some fresh
15 supplies for himself at the CCOP?

16 A. Well, weapons, batteries for the Thuraya, and other -- and other items.

17 Q. And who would he deal with when he went to the CCOP?

18 A. He would come and see the commander of the CCOP, and he dealt directly with the
19 commander of the CCOP at the time.

20 Q. Which commander are you speaking about?

21 A. Commander Bemondombi. Bemondombi.

22 Q. Now, you yourself, did you have an opportunity to spend time or to see the troops
23  who were in the various sectors?

24 A.  Yes, of course. They were in the various units. They were all over the place,

25  either within the support regiment or the B --
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1 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

2 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- they were scattered about within the various units.

3 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

4 Q. And doyou know who dispatched them to the various units?

5 A.  Yes. Itwasthe Deputy Chief of Staff, General Mazi.

6 Q. Do youknow who managed the planning of various manoeuvres conducted by the

7 MLC troops in the field in Bangui?

8 A. It was General Mazi, the Deputy Chief of Staff.

9 Q. Inmilitary terms, when you talk about the summary situation unit, exactly what
10  does that mean?
11 A. TIhaven't understood your question.
12 Q. Now, if we were to focus on the actual reality of the CCOP, there was a unit called
13 the "Situation Synthese.” What is that unit?
14 A.  Well, asItold you, the CCOP was a centre that included, or encompassed, all the
15 operations in the field.
16 Q. Inmore practical terms, what does this mean?
17 A. The CCOP directed, or led, all the operations in the field.
18 Q. And when mention is made of the conduct unit, what does that mean? The "Salut
19 de conduit."?
20 A. What'sthat? Well, when you give an order, when you give the order, one unit has
21  to follow the order, obey, and ensure that the -- rather, has to monitor and ensure that the
22 order has been obeyed.
23 Q. Now, regarding these orders that were issued to the MLC forces in the field, do you
24 know which particular unit made sure that the orders were indeed followed in the field?
25 A. Well, you seeg, in the field things are somewhat difficult, somewhat difficult. In the
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1 field, things are difficult and so people in the field who are working directly in the field,
2 it'snot an easy task at all.
3 Q. Butin practical specific terms, when an operational order was given to the MLC
4 troops, was there a person who was responsible for making sure that the MLC followed
5 the operational orders given to them?
6 A. Itoldyou, the MLC worked in co-operation with the CAR forces. They were
7  together. They worked together. So if, for example, if there were five soldiers in the
8 field, two or three would be MLC or two or three would be from the CAR army.
9 However, it was the CAR soldiers who would go first and the MLC soldiers would just
10 follow.
11 Q. Now, in practical terms, in the field, do you know what sort of distance it was
12 between the MLC soldiers and the FACA soldiers as they were moving forward in the
13 field?
14 A. No, there was no particular distance. They were in groups. They worked
15 together, but the CAR forces were ahead and the MLC forces --
16  THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
17 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- during combat they were together.
18 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
19 Q. Now, if you could try to help us visualise the fighting in the field and the movement
20 ahead that allowed for the pushing back of the rebels from PK12, how were the various
21  groups organised? What was the layout? Were they in small groups, were there small
22 groups of soldiers, and if so how many people were in each group?
23 A. Inmilitary terms, first of all, the superior officer directing the battle in Bangui was
24 General Mazi with the assistance of Colonel Troigandi (phon), so there was
25 fighting -- they were fighting together; they weren't separate. There was fighting. The
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1 loyalists were fighting together to repel Bozizé's forces.

2 Q. Now, justto understand things properly, how did things occur during -- in the

3 theatre of operations in Bangui? Did the MLC soldiers and the CAR soldiers move

4 together side-to-side, or separately, or were they in -- were they together, or were they

5 separate?

6 A. They were mixed together, because there were some FACA soldiers and some MLC

7 soldiers who were working together. They were mixed together.

8 Q. Now, if we try to imagine the progression towards the town of Bangui, the mixing

9 of MLC soldiers and CAR soldiers was done at what level? Was it at the level of a
10 battalion? Was it at the squad level or platoon level, or at a lower level? What was the
11  military organisational level at which it was possible to see this mixing within a group,
12 this mixing of MLC soldiers and CAR soldiers?
13 A. It was at the level of the battalion. There was a battalion with this mixture of MLC
14 soldiers.
15 Q. And abattalion has a number of sub-groups?
16 A. Well, you have to ask that question, yes. Are you talking about a section or a
17  battalion?
18 Q. Yousaid a few moments ago that the mixture was at the battalion level. Did I
19 understand you correctly?
20 A. Abattalionis a regiment. If you wish, I'll describe this to you. For example, if
21  you're talking about a section, a battalion is a regiment. You might have five, 500 to 1,000
22  soldiers within a battalion, to give you an example, and then you have the section.
23 Q. Yes, that's what I was driving at. Could you help us understand, visualise, the
24 reality in the field? When you tell us that the troops were mixed together, what does that
25 mean exactly? Let us assume that we are on a position equivalent to this courtroom.
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1  Exactly what would you see in the field in Bangui? You would see a group of how many
2  soldiers?
3 A. TIllgiveyouanexample. At the level of the regiment, for instance, there were -- for
4 example, the support battalion. There were also MLC soldiers who had come to
5 reinforce the battalion, the support and service battalion, and so the fighting was
6 somewhat like that. So the MLC soldiers were to be found within all the battalions.
7 You could find MLC soldiers within the support unit or within the BIT1, the BIT2, and
8 also in the Presidential Guard, but the fighting was by section.
9 Q. Atthelevel of --
10 A. Ibeg your pardon, may I be excused?
11 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) I believe the witness needs to leave the courtroom
12 momentarily.
13  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into closed session.
14 (Closed session at 12.29 p.m.)
15 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court usher, please.
17  (The witness stands down)
18 (The witness enters the courtroom)
19 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, are you feeling well and ready to continue?
20 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I'll try.
21  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: In any case, if you need another break, please do not
22  hesitate and address the Bench.
23 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Well, thank you.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
25 (Open session at 12.36 p.m.)
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1 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in open session, your Honours.

2 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo.

3 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

4 Q. Witness, do you know what the various languages spoken by the soldiers in Bangui

5 were?

6 A. Yes. Most Central Africans speak French, Sango and a few speak Lingala as well.

7 Q. And you yourself, what languages do you speak?

8 A. Ispeak French, I speak Sango and I speak a bit of Lingala.

9 Q. Would you be able, for instance, to say "hello" in Lingala? How would you say
10 "good morning" in Lingala?
11 A. Mbote.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Kilolo, we don't have Lingala interpreters here
13 so--dowe? Sorry.
14 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
15 Q. And you personally, how did you learn Lingala?
16 A. Well, you know, in Bangui -- have you ever been to Bangui? Well, in Bangui, you
17  just have to go across the river and then you're in Zongo, and most -- well, there are a lot
18  of Congolese people in our country and they work as shoe-shiners, servants. There are a
19 ot of Congolese in our country and, as a result of that, well, we have a tendency to learn a
20  bit of Lingala, and in Zongo as well they speak Sango. Zongos do speak Sango quite
21 fluently.
22 Q. Iwould like to go back to my previous question. I don't know whether the
23 interpreters were able to follow in Lingala but, in any case, let me once again ask you how
24 yousay "hello," or "good morning," in Lingala? How would you say that?
25 THE INTERPRETER: The witness says "Good day."
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1 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
Q. How would you say to somebody "Come here"?
A.  "Come here."
4 Q. Do youknow how to say in Lingala "I'm going to hit you"?
A.  Yaha go pita manaya (phon).
Q. Do you know how to say in Lingala "Give me some money"?
7 THE INTERPRETER: The witness answers. Interpreter's apologies.
8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: What appears in the transcript is the English, so there is
9 no Lingala transcript, as far as I know.
10 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)
11 Q. Idon'tlike to say this, but let me ask the question anyway. How could you -- how
12 would you say to somebody "I'm going to kill you" in Lingala?
13 A. InLingala? "I am going to hit you until you die."
14 Q. Do you know how to say -- could you tell us what the make-up of General Bozizé's
15 rebels was at the time? Who made those forces up?
16 A. General Bozizé's troops were composed of Chadians and the people from the north,
17 but mostly Chadian soldiers.
18 Q. So when you say "the people from the north," who are you referring to?
19 A. The members of General Bozizé's ethnic group.
20 Q. What nationality were they?
21 A. Central African nationality, of course, but they are mixed up with the Chadians, the
22  professional soldiers from Chad.
23 Q. Asfarasyou know, where were these people from the north, the Central Africans
24 from the north, recruited by Bozizé?
25 A. Well, they were children in schools, young children, ten, 12, 15 years old. They
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1  were recruited in villages to come and reinforce the rebellion and the strength of the

2  troops.

3 Q. How were these children dressed?

4 A. They wore uniforms, because when they reached Bangui, there were these young

5 children, ten, 12 year olds who came in with weapons and reached Bangui.

6 Q. When General Bozizé's forces occupied the centre of Bangui for four or five days,

7 what went on in respect of the inhabitants that they found there in that area?

8 A. Well,  would say -- well, that they reached Bangui. Most of them, it was the -- for

9  most of them it was the first time they'd ever come to Bangui, and they were
10  uncontrollable. They took over Boy-Rabé, and they were at the General Assembly.
11  They took over 36 Villas. You can imagine the people coming there, coming from the
12 bush and arriving there. They tried to plunder, and so on. And if you try and prevent
13 them, then you get shot at, or --
14 Q. Do you know what the general behaviour was, apart from what you just described?
15 A. Well, they were aggressive. They threatened people. They would take the
16  pick-ups, the vehicles. They didn't have enough of their own pick-ups, so they seized
17  them, the pick-ups, so that they could be used in their own battles, and they took people's
18 belongings, too.
19 Q. Andhow do you know that?
20 A. Well, I was living there in the field.
21 Q. General Bozizé's rebels, did the -- were they -- their supplies replenished?
22 A. Asfaraslknow, not. No. They replenished their supplies through the
23 inhabitants. For instance, when they reached a town, they would plunder it and
24 replenish their supplies in that way. They had no official means of replenishing their
25 supplies; they would simply take supplies from everyone in cities or villages.
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1 Q. What are the various cities, or towns, that were plundered by the forces of General

2 Bozizé?

3 A.  Well, ifIneed to give you a list, there were many towns, so many that I can't give

4  you alist of them. WhatI can say is that they began to plunder starting at 36 Villas, and

5 since they were being repelled they would continue to do that all the way to Damara,

6 Boali. Every time they reached a new place they would plunder the town so as to

7 replenish their supplies, despite the fact that they were retreating. Goats, money,

8 anything.

9 Q. Wereyou able to observe the presence of any women or girls amongst them?
10 Would you be able to say anything about that?
11 A. Girls? I'mnot sure I really understand your question.
12 Q. Apart from the plundering and the murders, did they commit any other crimes that
13 you remember at this particular moment in time?
14 A. Yes, I doremember some -- a little bit. When they arrived, you can imagine people
15 that come from the bush, they don't have wives, they reach a city like Bangui, well, they
16  behave in a most unruly manner.
17 Q. What do you mean by "unruly"?
18 A. Theyraped women. They would take the girls whether or not they wanted to, they
19 would take them by force. They would sleep with them by force. That was on the 25th,
20  but on 15 March things were even worse. When the Chadians came along, it was even
21  worse.
22 Q. Whathappened with the Chadians?
23 A. The Chadians? Well, I don't know how to explain this to you. It was just
24 thoroughly unacceptable. They were completely uncontrolled.
25 Q. The Chadians that were part of General Bozizé's forces, did they have any relatives
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1 down there in the south, in Bangui?

2 A. Justimagine, Maitre, the Chadians. Where -- what is their lineage down there in

3 thesouth? Imean, there's absolutely no connection.

4 Q. And what about the Central African civilians that were enlisted by General Bozizé,

5 did they have any relatives in those places where they committed abuses?

6 A. Mostof them were people from the north, most of them.

7 Q. Why do you differentiate in this context of crimes I'm asking you about, a

8 differentiation between people from the north and people from the south?

9 A. Well, when we speak about crimes, this began in 1996. It had all started in 1996
10  when the mutinees took place, and that's what triggered it all. Crimes began at that
11  point in time and divisions began at that point in time. When there were the mutinees,
12 there were the camps, the people from the south on one side, the people on the north on
13  the other, and the army itself was divided into two. And that hatred persisted, persists
14 to this very day.
15 Q. Whatis at the root of this hostility between Central Africans from the north and
16  those from the south?
17 A. Aslhavejustsaid, it all began in 1996. The soldiers, the army -- people in the army,
18 organised a mutiny. Most of those involved in the mutiny were people from the south,
19 and that created the division.
20 Q. What are the crimes that were committed at that time, starting in 1996 in the Central
21  African Republic?
22 A. Well, it was a huge phenomenon. I couldn't really describe it to you. There were
23  people who lost their lives, there were people who lost their property, people who were
24 reduced to misery and still are. This began in 1996.
25 Q. Now, the actual perpetrators of those crimes that were committed in 1996, what
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nationality were they?

A. Well, this was under President Patassé. What he wanted was to have the southern
ethnic groups separate. The Muslims were the ones who were disturbing his regime.
Now, to prevent that, he wanted to be rid of the people of the south, from the south.
Q. Do you know Lieutenant Dogo?

A. Yes, Ido.

Q. Do you know whether he was in any way active during the events that we are
examining that took place in the Central African Republic?

This gentleman, God preserve him, committed quite a few blunders.

What force did he belong to?

He was part of General Bozizé's forces.

And what exactly did he do at the time?

> o > O »

Well, it must have been a system, but it was incredible. He committed a lot of
blunders. He plundered, he killed, he -- it was as if he felt free to act outside of the law.
And what was his nationality?

He was of Central African nationality.

Have you ever heard of Lieutenant Yango (phon) Kapita?

We're talking here about the same troops. They did the same things.

What exactly did he do?

> O » O »

Abuses, he killed people, he took people's belongings by force. And, for instance,
I can -- somebody like Dogo, for instance, he terrorised the population while he was still
in the bush, plundering. He would get -- reach a village and the inhabitants were
compelled to go away, to let him take over the village. He terrorised them, he killed
them, he took people hostage. He would come and take you, or maybe he can take your
daughter and then ask for money in exchange. That is what they did, because they did
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1 not have any means of living, so they lived off the inhabitants of the villages and others.
2 Q. Andhow do you know all that?
3 A. Iam aCentral African national and a soldier.
4 Q. Have you heard of Second-Lieutenant Ngayikwese (phon)?
5 A. Those were the same people, and they continued doing what they were doing.
6 They have continued that to this very date. Since they enjoy impunity, they continue
7 doing the same things right to this day. It is the same people.
8 Q. Now, regarding Second-Lieutenant Ngayikwese, do you know what his general
9  attitude or behaviour at the time of the events?
10 A. IfIremember correctly, Lieutenant Ngayikwese at the time set a village on fire,
11  burnt down the village, because when they arrived that village -- the villagers did not

12  approve because their lives were being put in danger. So this lieutenant burnt down that

13 village.

14 Q. Do you know the name of the village?

15 A. Yes. A smallvillage behind or after Bouka.

16 Q. Do you know the date?

17 A. Inolonger remember the date. It was quite some time ago.

18 Q. Do you know whether it was when they were coming down to take Bangui or when
19 they were retreating?

20 A. It was when they were trying to get into Bangui, which they finally did on 15 March.
21 Q. Whatdo you know about the attitude of the Zaghawa, their behaviour?

22 A. Howdolputthis? Well, the Zaghawa were something else; that is, when it comes

23  to what they did in the Central African Republic, it was really reprehensible. They

24  started looting from the border right up to Bangui. When they took over power, they

25 started looting right from the border to Bangui, and some of them returned or went back
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1  with the vehicles and the property they had looted. They emptied the CFAO shop.
2  They did so many things. Ireally do not want to think about that because it really pains
3 me to talk about the Zaghawa.
4 Q. And whatisthe CFAO?
5 A. Thatis the French company that sold vehicles and spare parts.
6 Q. And what happened at that particular location?
7 A. [I'vetold you thatitis a car dealership. They arrived Bangui, they took over Bangui,
8 and they helped themselves. They looted throughout the night of 15 March, and some of
9 them went back the same night while others stayed behind.
10 Q. Canyou tell us about the behaviour, the general behaviour, of General Bozizé's
11  forces during that period of four to five days when they occupied the centre of Bangui,
12 right up to PK12?
13 A. Yes. They were really aggressive. They looted people's property, they brutalised
14  people, and even raped.
15 Q. Butas far as you know, why did General Bozizé's troops commit such abominable
16  crimes in Bangui city centre?
17 A. Iwouldn't know how to explain that. These were people who were uncontrollable.
18 That was about it.
19 Q. Do you have friends or close family members who might have been victims during
20 those events? And if need be, we will go into private session.
21 A. Closed session.
22  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into closed session. Private,
23 sorry.
24 (Private session at 1.08 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session
25 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.
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MR KILOLO: (Interpretation)

Q. Please go ahead, Witness.

A.  Well, it's a bit difficult. When Bozizé's troops entered Bangui, well, I cannot forget
that day. It was on 29 October. while they were advancing -- well, at that time in Bangui,
people are always ready to face anything because several other things had happened.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Wearein private session. There's no problem.

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted), and when Bozizé's troops arrived (Redacted), they

came across (Redacted). Initially, they wanted to take his pick-up vehicle, but there was
some resistance and they were forced -- they took it by force. They took the vehicle, then
they entered the house and took money, but when they wanted to leave with the money

I think he was trying to do something so they shot him.

Q. Do you know whether General Bozizé opened an investigation to shed light on all
the crimes and inform and assist the victims?

A. (Redacted) had been recognised as one of the victims,

then his wife would have been there or my mother would have been there.

Q. And how did you personally come to know about this incident involving a close
family member?

A.  You have just said that he was a close family member of mine. Moreover, I am a
soldier. His wife is there, his children are there. They are in (Redacted), so you can see.
MR KILOLO: (Interpretation) The next three questions will be my last probably, and

I would have concluded. Let us go back to open session.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, turn into open session.

2 (Opensession at 1.12 p.m.)

3 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

4 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation)

5 Q. Mr Witness, do you know anything about the behaviour of General Bozizé's troops

6 at the time of the events in Bossangoa?

7 A. InBossangoa, for example, Lieutenant Ngayikwese, for example, they looted in

8 Bossangoa because at the time the inhabitants were fed up with them so Lieutenant

9 Ngayikwese did all sorts of things in Bossangoa. They had been there in Bossangoa for
10  quite some time.
11 Q. Which town does General Bozizé hail from?
12 A. Bossangoa.
13 Q. Do you know why his troops looted Bossangoa?
14 A. You know, there are different or various ethnic groups in Bossangoa. You also
15 have the Kaba who are the people of President Patassé. There were also the
16 Baya-Bossangoa, who were members of the MPLC party, so they really did not approve of
17  General Bozizé's rebellion. It is true that that is his village -- well, not really his village
18 because his village is a bit further away. Bossangoa was the prefecture. You could also
19 have Mbaka-Mandja there, or Kaba or Zuma, who were born in Bossangoa.
20 Q. Why are you talking about ethnic groups and tribal affiliation as reasons for the
21  possible abuses of General Bozizé's forces in Bossangoa?
22 A. Imentioned ethnic groups in answer to the question that you put to me. You said
23  that General Bozizé comes from Bossangoa, that is why I wanted to explain why there
24 were abuses.
25 Q. Did ethnicrealities play a role in the perpetration of crimes in the Central African
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Republic?

A.  Yes, of course.

Q. Did this involve Central African ethnic groups; that is amongst themselves?

A.  Yes, of course.

Q. Can you elaborate on this ethnic conflict between the Central African citizens; that is
within the context of the events that are of concern to us?

A. Can you repeat your question, please?

Q. Canyou give us more information about this problem of ethnic conflict in the
Central African Republic within the context of the crimes committed at that time?

A.  Which period are you referring to?

Q. Between October 2002 and March 2003, particularly the crimes that were committed
in Bossangoa, 36 Villas and elsewhere along the road taken by Bozizé's rebels.

A.  WhatI can tell you is that most of these crimes were settlements of scores. I can
have a problem with you, and if such a problem arrives -- if such a problem arises, then I
can seize the opportunity to settle accounts. We could have had a problem for five years
and I was simply waiting for an opportunity to settle scores. That is what happened.

If, for example -- I just remembered something. The majority of people from the south
lived at 36 Villas, and when Bozizé's people came to Bangui you even had loyalist soldiers
who seized the opportunity to settle scores regarding what had happened in '96, '97 and
2001. So you can imagine that there were loyalist forces who seized the opportunity to
settle scores. They killed and even looted; that is the southerners who were at 36 Villas.

I am saying this openly, and nobody can dispute what I'm saying, so most of those acts
were settlement of scores and, in such circumstances, you can go at night and finish that
person off and the next day it would be said that this was done by the people who came in.
So most acts happened like that. I think one has to tell the truth. There are many, many
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1  victims who have not even been declared, many, because even the regime does not belong

2  tothem.

3 Q. Do youknow whether the MLC contingent had a role in this ethnic conflict in the

4 CAR?

5 A. Idonotknow how to explain this to you. I've already said that when the MLC

6 troops entered Bangui, they started wearing uniforms, like the other forces, like the FACA

7 and the other regiments, so I really do not know how to answer the question, how I can

8 start making a difference between them and the others.

9  If they had been wearing their own uniforms that they had brought with them, it would
10 have been easy to make the difference but they were in uniforms. If I'm wearing a robe,
11  just like you, would it be possible to distinguish between us? If I wear a robe, like you,
12 we would be lawyers; but if I wear the type of robe that is being worn by the Presiding
13  Judge, then one would be able to make the difference. So I really do not know how to
14  answer your question.

15 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Mr Witness, this is the end of the examination of the
16  Defence, and we thank you for having accepted to answer all our questions.

17 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you.

18 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much, Mr Witness. You will be

19 released for today. We will resume tomorrow morning when the Prosecution will start
20  putting questions to you.

21 T ask, please, court officer to turn into closed session for the witness to be taken outside the
22 courtroom.

23  (Closed session at 1.23 p.m.)

24  THE COURT OFFICER: We're in closed session, your Honours.

25  (The witness stands down)
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Can we turn first into private session, please.

2  (Private session at 1.24 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session

3 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

4  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

5 Just before we adjourn, just to complete the information that the parties are entitled to

6 have access to, I received from the court officer a short information that was given to her

7 by the office in charge of Victims and Witnesses Unit informing that he met Witness 7

8 yesterday and, after meeting the witness for the assessment of his security, VWU did not

9 find any security reasons to recommend extra protective measures. The current request
10 for protective measures is appropriate considering the information at hand.
11  Therefore, VWU recommends the following in-court protective measures: Voice and
12 face distortion, and use of pseudonym.
13 Could we turn, please, into open session.
14 (Open session at 1.26 p.m.)
15 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in open session, your Honours.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you. There's a short oral decision on the
17  applications to question the Defence Witness D04-07 by the legal representatives of
18  victims.
19  On 12 September 2012 the Chamber received an application from Maitre Zarambaud on
20 Dbehalf of the victims that he represents to question Witness 04-07, filing 2309-Conf. The
21  application contains a list of 17 sets of questions. On the same day, the Chamber was
22  notified of a similar application from Maitre Douzima on behalf of the victims that she
23  represents, filing 2308-Conf. The application contains a list of 11 sets of questions.
24  Having considered the reasons given by both Maitre Douzima and Maitre Zarambaud as
25 to why they believe the personal interests of the victims they represent are affected, the
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1  Chamber grants their applications as it is in the victims' interest who claim to have
2  suffered harm from crimes allegedly committed by the MLC troops, to better understand
3  through the witness testimony whether the charged crimes were allegedly committed by
4 Bozizé's troops.
5 Inrelation to the questions of Maitre Zarambaud, the Chamber allows him to put his
6 questions to the witness. In relation to the questions proposed by Maitre Douzima, the
7 Chamber allows her to put her questions to the witness, save for the last question which is
8 tobe rephrased as it is too vague.
9 Having said that, I would like to thank very much the Prosecution team, the legal
10 representatives of victims, the Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. I thank very
11 much our interpreters and court reporters, our court officer, court usher.
12 We will adjourn for today and resume tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock. The hearing is
13  adjourned.
14 THE COURT USHER: All rise.
15 (The hearing ends in open session at 1.29 p.m.)
16  RECLASSIFICATION REPORT
17  Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and

18 ICC-01/05-01/08-3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public.
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