|CC-01/05-01/08-T-338-Red-ENG CT WT 28-08-2013 1/81 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0036

International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 1

Situation: Central African Republic

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/08
Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and Judge Kuniko Ozaki

Trial Hearing

Wednesday, 28 August 2013

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.04 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning.

Could, please, court officer call the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: The situation in the Central African Republic, in the case of
The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, ICC-01/05-01/08. We are in open
session.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

Good morning. I welcome the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims,
Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. Good morning our interpreters, our
court reporters.

Good morning, Ms Fatiah.

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): Good morning, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: And good morning, Mr Witness.

WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0036 (On former oath)

(The witness speaks French)
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(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: MTr Witness, are you ready to continue with your
testimony?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I'm ready.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, I want to remind you that you are
under oath. Do you understand that, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I understand.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I also wanted to remind you that you are expected to
speak slower than normal and to give the five seconds before you start answering to a
question in order to facilitate the job of our interpreters and court reporters.

I'm sure you remember that, don't you, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: And I also want to remind you that you are under
protective measures, that your image and voice that are broadcast outside the
courtroom are being distorted so that no one can identify you, and in order to keep
your identity protected, Mr Witness, please when we are in open session do not
disclose any information that could lead to your identification. If need be we go into
private session, and then you can speak freely because nobody outside the courtroom
can hear to what you say.

Is that fine with you, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, ma'am.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We will have this morning two sessions of two
hours, with a half-an-hour break, and then one session of two hours in the afternoon

after the lunch-break. If for any reason you need a break, just let me know and a
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break will be given.

I will give back the floor to counsel for the Defence, Mr Haynes.

Mr Haynes, the floor is yours.

MR HAYNES: Thank you very much, your Honour, and good morning to you and
good morning to everybody in and around the courtroom.

QUESTIONED BY MR HAYNES: (Continuing)

Q. And good morning to you, sir.

A.  Good morning.

Q. I'want to start really with an apology. Iwas confused yesterday evening. I
forgot that during your familiarisation process you didn't meet with any lawyers, did
you?

A. No, Ididn't meet any lawyers.

Q. Soin fact yesterday when I started asking you questions was the first time that
you and I had met; is that right?

A.  Yes, that's right.

MR HAYNES: Thank you. I'm sorry, that was my fault. I forgot.

I'm going to continue where we left off yesterday, so I'm going to ask the Judge if we
can go into private session?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 9.11 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  You were telling us yesterday that (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted) Yes.
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Q. And who lived there with you?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. And we're in private session, so would you please tell us (Redacted)
(Redacted)?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. And what sort of goods were for sale in the shop?
A. T'would sell basic commodities such as sugar, milk, beauty products. Those
were the things that I sold inside the shop.

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Thank you. Was the shop open every day?

A. Every day except Sunday; except Sunday afternoons.

Q. Okay. Iwanttoaskyounow about the conflict in the Central African Republic
that took place between October 2002 and March 2003. What is your first memory of
those events?

Bad memories.

What is the first thing that you remember happening?

Well, (Redacted) goods disappeared and (Redacted).

How did (Redacted) goods disappear?

It was because of looting, the soldiers, the militiamen.

o > 0 > 0O

Where did these soldiers come from?

They came from the bush. I don't know where exactly. They came in and I
saw them at PK12, when they entered the area.

Q. Did they come into (Redacted) shop?

A.  The day that they came in they didn't come -- well, they went by, but they didn't
come in to (Redacted) shop that initial day; the day they entered the area.

Q. Okay. Well, let's try and keep it chronological. The day that they arrived in
the area, how many of them arrived?

A.  There were many of them, but I didn't have time to count the actual number of
them.

Q. What did they look like?

A. Ibeg your pardon?
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Q. Well, can you tell us how they were dressed?

A. Some wore uniforms; normal uniforms. Others were wearing civilian clothing
and some were wearing a mixture of garments, for example a military garment on the
top of their body and civilian clothing on the bottom of their body. So it was quite
bizarre, and they had weapons.

Q. Did you see what direction they came from when they first arrived?

A.  Okay, I saw them come towards the road that goes to Chad. Now, I told you
that, you see, there's a fork in the road. I saw them coming by way of the road that
goes to Chad. That is the way they came, and they started to come out via that other
road there and it took some time. So it was a while. It took some time as they went
by.

Q. Okay. What did they do on the first day that you could see when they arrived?
A. Ididn't understand the question, sir.

Q.  You're quite right. It wasn't a good question. Did they come to (Redacted) shop on
the first day; the day that they arrived in PK12?

No, Counsel.

When did they come to (Redacted) shop?

Two days after their arrival.

Who was in the shop when they came to the shop?

I was with my cousin.

How many soldiers came to the shop?

There were five of them.

Can you describe these five to us?

I haven't understood your question.

e o> 0 » 0 > 0 2

Okay. How were these five dressed?
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A.  When they came in, well, it was different from the day when they first entered
the area because I saw them wearing military boots, military trousers. Others were
wearing shirts, or polo shirts. There was one soldier who was properly dressed.
Only one who was properly dressed.

Q.  What happened when they came into the shop?

A.  When they arrived, they called to me and they asked me if I could keep some of
their possessions (Redacted). I asked them what sort of things they wanted me to
keep for them in (Redacted) shop and the answer was, "You'll find out later. Just hold on to
this." Irefused to keep these things, so that was the first conversation that we had.
Q. In whatlanguage did you have that conversation?

A.  We spoke to each other. First when they came, they were speaking French.
They spoke Sango and they also spoke Lingala.

Q.  What happened after the first conversation?

A. They left. Fifteen minutes later they came back. So after our conversation
they left and then 15 minutes later they returned.

Q. What happened when they returned?

A.  When they came back, there were no longer five of them. They came back with
two -- three other people, but they had brought some people that we call "The little
Chegela guys," the Monos. That's our name for these people, who often come from
the other side of the river to work in our country.

So there were many of them. And the three that they had brought, they had them
enter (Redacted) shop and they came in and they took the locks and they shut us up inside,
and everything they brought -- they brought in some suitcases, things like that, they
brought into the shop. So they put us in with all of that and then they left with the

locks that they had locked. I don't know whether it was with keys, but anyways we
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were in -- we were confined inside and they left.

Q. Who was confined and where?

A.  Myself, my cousin and the three others who had come with them.

Q. Okay. Whathappened after that?

A.  Afterwards they came back again, so that was like their storeroom. They used
the shop like a store. They went about with those small Chegelas. So when they
came, they opened the shop and they took me and the three others out - there were
four of us - and once again they locked up the shop. My cousin was still inside.
They took us somewhere to transport what they had and bring those items back to
(Redacted) shop. So they made me work for them. I was forcibly used like a slave. They
used me to transport their property and bring it back to the shop. The shop was
quite large and we spent two days doing these things, carrying out this operation
with them.

(Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q.  Sir, are you okay?

A. No.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, I know that a VWU assistant is in the
room with you. Would you like to take a break and talk to him before you continue?
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I'm going to suspend for ten minutes in order to
allow the psychologist to talk to you. The hearing is suspended for ten minutes.
(Recess taken at 9.35 a.m.)

*(Upon resuming in private session at 9.46 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT USHER: All rise.
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Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, are you feeling better now?

THE WITNESS: (No audible response)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I could not hear.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, madam, I feel better.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Do you feel you are able to continue with your
testimony? We understand that you have to talk about facts that are very difficult
for you, but this is necessary in order for the Judges to have your testimony. So do
you think you can continue?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, ma'am.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: If need be, you just ask for another break. You will
have as many breaks as you need. We want you to feel comfortable in giving your
testimony before this Chamber.

Mr Haynes?

MR HAYNES:

Q. Okay, sir. I'm going to just clear up a few of the things you've told us. The
soldiers you were telling us about, where did they come from?

A. They came from the road leading to Chad.

Q. And did you discover what nationality they were?

A.  Yes, they were from our country; that is Central African citizens. There were
also Chadians who were together with them.

Q. And do you know why they came to PK12 when they did?

A.  Yes, their objective was to take over power.

Q. And who was their leader?
A

When they arrived, I really did not need to know who their leader was. I
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simply saw them, that's all. I didn't need to know who their leader was.

Q. Okay. Did you subsequently find out who their leader was?

A.  Subsequently, yes. When they took over power, I saw their leader. I
understood that that was him. I do not know whether I can mention the name?

Q. We're in private session, in any event, so I think you're safe to mention the
name.

A. Yes, it was Mr Francois Bozizé.

Q.  During the days that were you with them, did you learn the names of any of
these soldiers who came to (Redacted) shop?

A. ThatI cannot forget. He was called Commander Lemese Mangeli (phon), or
rather Mr Mangeli. He was the one leading the soldiers and all those people who
came to attack me.

Q. And did you find out where he came from?

A. Tofind out? Well, I did not have the time to find out, but I know that they
came together with the Chadians. But when they came I did not see him. Isaw
those soldiers on the day they came to (Redacted) shop, but the day they arrived I could not
have recognised him. I could not say it was him, but when they came to (Redacted) shop
then I recognised him.

Q. Okay. Lemese Mangeli, was he Central African and, if so, from what part of
Central Africa did he come?

A.  That would be difficult for me to say. What I know is that Mr Mangeli is from
the Central African Republic and that is because I am from this country myself and so
it is easy for me to detect where he comes from. So Mangeli was from the Central
African Republic.

Q. Okay. You told us that these soldiers stored goods in (Redacted) shop. What sort of
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goods did they store in (Redacted) shop?

A. Infact, during that entire time (Redacted) shop was like their resupply point. They
would take away canned foods, sugar to use in their tea. So throughout those two
days they took large quantities. They used it as their resupply point. They took
everything (Redacted), except the beauty products which they did not take, but

all the canned foods, tea, milk, everything. They took those things during the

third -- during the two days and also on the third day.

Q.  Okay, but did they bring goods to (Redacted) shop and, if so, what did they bring and
where did they get them from?

A. Thank you. Ibelieve that these were goods that had been in people's houses,
because I saw television sets, DVDs, suitcases. That is what I saw, because I myself I
was a carrier. I was taken away to transport those goods. So where (Redacted)
(Redacted) goods was used as a depot, or a storeroom. I never went to anyone's house to
carry things, but when they took things - I don't know from where - they will bring
those goods to the check-point where the immigration office was located. So they
took us to that place to carry the goods.

But there were young people, the Monos and the Congolese, the small Cheges (phon).
So they were few, but they were moving about with many other people to fetch goods
here and there. I did not go with them there, but what I know is that they took the
two of us -- the four of us from the shop to go and carry the goods that they had kept
at the check-point and bring those goods back to the shop.

Q. For how long were these soldiers in PK12?

A. Ithad been on the 25th that they arrived. Others advanced and they left a team.
I don't know whether it was a team, or a company, or whatever. They left the others

stationed at PK12. That was on the 25th.
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On the 30th, around the evening, we observed more movement - it was not like
before - but on the 31st they left PK12. The FACA arrived and drove them out, so
they would have been there from the 25th to the 31st.

Q. Okay. And when they left, what was the state of (Redacted) shop?

A.  On the 31st, very early in the morning, we saw a number of large trucks. They
came with large trucks. Some were full of various -- with various items inside. So
they came with the trucks and they parked them, well, 200 metres away or maybe 100
metres away from (Redacted) shop, and they forced us to take all the various items that they
had stored in the shop and put them in the trucks and so we did so. They threatened
me with death otherwise. They said that they would kill me. Each time they saw
me they would say, "I'll kill you unless ..."

(Redacted)

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) So, you see, the strength of our family is -- they
said to me -- well, they ordered me to carry all these various items and put them in
the trucks. When we finished, that was early in the morning, they went away.

MR HAYNES:

Q. What items did you carry to the trucks?

A.  We carried some suitcases, television sets, various items from shops, because
you see they took goods from (Redacted) as well. So we carried all of those

things and put them inside the trucks, but (Redacted) they left a few odds and ends
of things. For example, some of the beauty items, they left them behind. They took
what they could, but in (Redacted) shop (Redacted) also had some generators (Redacted).
They belonged to a man who had given them (Redacted) to sell them. So they took those

generators and went off with them as well.
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1 Q. How did you feel about that?
2 A. Thaven't understood your question.
3 Q. Did you want them to take the generators from (Redacted) shop?

4 A. Whatcould I have done? Ihadnoweapons. They had weapons. They
5 forced people to do things. My position was not that, you see? I couldn't --1
6 couldn't do anything. They had weapons.
7 Q. Okay. And whatgoods (Redacted) these soldiers?
8 A. Letmerepeat. They took all the boxes with the canned goods. They took
9  sacks of sugar that were inside, because you see (Redacted) retail and wholesale.
10  They took at least five unopened bags. They also took some boxes with tinned
11  goods inside, corned beef, sardines --
12 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
13 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) That's what they took, and the money (Redacted).
14 I would say 250,000 CFA francs (Redacted). So, you see, we were in the habit -- we
15 would add up the money and go and get new items to sell.
16 Q. Okay. I'm going tocome to the difficult bit now, sir. I'm sorry, but I have to.

17  Who was it that was raped in front of you?

18 A. (Redacted)

19 Q. Iwanttobe clear about this. What's the name of the person who was raped?
20 A. (Redacted)

21 Q. And so that the Court's record is clear, what is your relationship to her?

22 A. Ibeg your pardon?

23 Q. (Redacted)
24  (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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(Redacted)
Thank you. That's very helpful. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

o o> 0>

I'm going to try and deal with this in two or three more questions. By whom
was she raped?

A. By Mangeli's group, including him, himself. They raped (Redacted); three
soldiers including the leader, Mangeli.

Q. Do you know why they raped (Redacted)?

A. Tdon't know why, but that is what they wanted to do.

Q.  Sir, I'm done with that, but what I do want to know is whether you complained
about what happened to you, (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

A.  Well, that's all very well, but how could I make a complaint because he, Mangeli,
was the leader there? (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) Perhaps after the fact, once they had left, then I started to tell

people, even to the soldiers who had come.

Q. Okay. Well, keep that thought. We're going to come back to that. Apart
from what happened to you (Redacted), what happened to other people in PK12
whilst Bozizé's forces occupied the area?

*A. I'vetold you what I saw, sir, what I heard. After, many people were crying
and lamenting because they had lost their goods, and what I experienced myself, three
bodies -- I saw three bodies right before me, right in front of me, before getting to the
check-point. Isaw three dead bodies. That was the day -- that was the 29th, when I

went to carry some goods. I saw three dead bodies behind -- behind the check point,
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behind their position. That's what I saw. Isaw three men.

Q. Were these men soldiers, or civilians?

A.  They were wearing civilian clothing. I didn't know them. Ihad never seen
them. That was the first time I ever saw them, namely when I saw their corpses, but
they were not soldiers because they were barefoot. They were wearing trousers,
shirts. Some had trousers or shirts on. Others were just wearing underwear. That
is what I saw.

Q. And were you able to see what damage had been done to their bodies?

A.  The person who was wearing just underwear, I saw some injuries to the left
knee. I also saw some injuries to -- to the head. That was the person who was
wearing underpants. As for the others, the other one -- you see, the person

who -- the dead body wearing underpants had those injuries.

Q. Okay. Were you able to see any signs of injury to the other two bodies?

A. Ididn't have time to examine them. Ilooked out of curiosity. They were not
going to allow me to go over and look at the bodies. Ijustlooked out of curiosity
when I was carrying the goods as I went by.

Q. Okay. And did you see any evidence of any other killings in PK12 during the
period of this occupation?

A.  Theard of some things, but I've told you what I've seen. ~Afterwards I heard
people say that some masters -- well, after that the families were grieving, had to go
and find their children, because when you lose someone -- well, some people
disappeared without a trace. I'm just telling you what I know about. Other
witnesses lost their children, their brothers, other relatives.

Q. Thank you. Iwascoming on to ask you about what you'd heard. We're in

private session so you can give us names, but what other killings did you hear about?
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A.  Family, I don't know exactly how to give the names. I don't know the names,
but I said that there were some families who were looking for their children and up
until the time I left they had still not found those children. They were grieving,
saying that their children had gone off with the soldiers. Some people said that they
had been killed.

And there was a gentleman - I don't know his name - but for information I didn't
exactly see this. When they got to his house, you see, he had some resources, some
money. They took the goods out of the house, asked him for money and he didn't
want to give the money and he was killed, but I don't know the names.

Q. Okay. And justbeforelleave it, the names of any of the families who had lost
their children, do you know any of them?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  According to your understanding, who killed (Redacted) father?

A.  The soldiers, the soldiers who entered the area, they were the ones who killed
him. And during that time, you see, there were only soldiers. There were no other
soldiers in the field. They were the only ones.

Q. I'msorry, but which soldiers do you mean?

A. Iwassaying the soldiers of Mr Bozizé. They were the ones who committed

those crimes. They were the ones who killed the father of my friend.
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Q. Thank you. Did you hear of any other rapes being committed by the soldiers
of Mr Bozizé?

A. T'vetold you, after that I heard many people talking. Well, many people talked
about their problems and what had happened during those times, the robberies, the
people who disappeared. So I heard about these things, but I did not have time to
go about and determine exactly what had happened to whom. I didn't know that,
but I heard talk about crimes, about -- how were people going to explain this to me,
because you see I was amongst the victims myself? So I had to agree to what people
told me, but you see I was one of the victims too.

Q. Do you recall any particular example of rapes that you heard about?

A.  Well, I can say this, what I heard about regarding rapes: A sister, along with
her mother, when the soldiers entered their house to steal -- MLC, during the
resistance they were raped, both the child and the mother. Iheard about that. Idid
not have time to go -- you see, they lived close to a mosque that was in PK12, but
(Redacted) I didn't have time to go

see even after the events. People were hurrying about, going to the places where the
crimes had been located, but you see myself I didn't have time for that (Redacted)
(Redacted).

Q. Okay. Do you know the names of the sister and mother who were the victims
of this rape?

A. No.

Q. And, according to what you heard, who was responsible for the rape?

A.  You must realise during the disturbances, during the rebellion, because I never
experienced -- but, you know, I have been to school and I know everyone is like that,

everyone. 5ol can say that someone is not going to order you to go and commit
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rapes here, or there. They did it of their own volition. There were many of them.
Perhaps some yes, some no. They did whatever they wanted to do. And if they
had been ordered or sent somewhere, well, I don't know about that, but I know that
they committed crimes. They committed rapes. That's what I do know, Counsel.
Q. Okay, Ijust wanted to know who you meant by "they"?

A. WhenIsaid, "they," there were many of them. The soldiers, the militiamen,
the rebels, there were many of them. That's why I say "they." "They did this.
They did that," the soldiers.

Q. Okay. Just the last area of their behaviour, who else suffered from looting or
pillaging that you either knew about or heard about?

A. Igaveyou the example. (Redacted)

(Redacted) He too was a victim and what I -- that's what I know. On

the other side, myself, I had to carry the goods that had been stolen. Ididn't go and
take them from a house, no. They carried the goods to the barrier -- to the
check-point, because at the check-point there was -- well, you see, before there was a
house and I think -- or a building rather, with I think it was immigration or customs
people there. So they would -- they brought the goods there and then we would
carry them to the shop, to the place where they ordered us to put the goods here or
there, and we would.

Q. Okay. Iwanttocomenow to31 October. Can you describe to us what
happened on 31 October 2002?

A. 31 October was the day of liberation for me. When the FACA troops arrived,
when they got there to PK12 along with the Congolese troops, they got to PK12 and
we were thus free. That was as of the 31st. And the soldiers - Bozizé's

soldiers - fled well before. Those who were with us they fled well before, and then
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(Private Session)

afterwards we saw that troops coming -- had come from the centre of town and they
began to take control of the road that leads to Sudan/Chad with vehicles. With
vehicles, yes, some pick-up trucks, and they put weapons on top of the pick-up trucks
and they came from the centre of town. They began to take control of the road, and
at one particular point they all finished and -- and then I saw other military uniforms;
another group all wearing the same military uniforms. So that's what happened.

Q. Mr Witness, we're moving into a different area of your evidence now and I
think we can deal with that without you revealing your identity. So I'm going to ask
the learned Judge if we can go into open session, if that's okay with you?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, counsel is asking us to go into public
session because there will be no need for you to mention names or any other
information that can identify you, but with permission of Defence before we move
into open session I just wanted to ask you to please (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.

Mr Witness, we go now into open session, so please take care not revealing any
information that could lead to your identification. Don't talk about (Redacted),
(Redacted). Do you understand that, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I understand well.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 10.36 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, we were talking about 31 October and the withdrawal of Bozizé's forces and
the arrival of the FACA forces. At about what time on that day did you first notice
the arrival of FACA forces?

I beg your pardon? I did not quite understand the question.

What time of day was it when the FACA forces arrived in PK12?

I did not pay attention to the time, but it was before noon.

And was there any fighting in PK12 before the FACA forces arrived?

> O > 0O

Talking about fighting, well, there were gun-shots, but Bozizé's forces were
already weakened and so they did not fight back at PK12. That is what I observed.
But there were gun-shots. They were firing until they arrived there, but resistance as
such? No, there wasn't any.

Q. Thank you. And over what period did Bozizé's forces withdraw from PK12?
A.  Counsel, I have told you -- well, in fact, as early as the evening of the 30th we
felt that there was something going on because we could not communicate with those

who were in the town centre, but we had already started feeling that there was
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something going on. They came with injuries and they had their injuries dressed in
the trucks and so on. This was in the evening of the 30th.

On the 31st those who were there with us left very early, and after some time those
who came from the city centre, from the town centre, they left, and then 20 or

30 minutes after that the FACA arrived; that is after their departure. They had all
retreated and, after all of them had left, within 20 to 30 minutes the FACA arrived.

Q. Thank you, sir. Did Bozizé's forces take anything with them when they
retreated?

A. Ibeg your pardon, sir?

Q. Tasked you whether Bozizé's forces took any items with them when they
retreated?

A. Thave told you that they had large trucks. They even put things in some of the
traders' trucks and they left with those goods. They filled up trucks on the spot at
PK12 and they left.

Q.  Sir, I don't mean to annoy you and I know you may have answered these
questions before, but we're in public session now. What goods did they take with
them when they left?

A.  What I saw with my own eyes were television sets, recorders, suitcases, and
from my place they took boxes of canned foods, bags of sugar, generators. That was
it.

Q. Okay. After Bozizé's forces arrived in PK12, what happened to the civilian
population? Did they remain in the area, or not?

A.  When they arrived, those who were cautious, who were careful, fled well before.
We have only one road to the town centre, so they fled well -- well before. Others

stayed there, but when they came, when they arrived, no one was out on the streets.
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They were the only ones. I cannot say civilians, but since they were armed they
were the only ones moving about the streets. The population, well, some of them
were locked up in their own houses, while others had fled well before that.

Q.  On 31 October, when the FACA forces arrived, how did the population react in
PK12?

A.  When the FACA forces arrived at PK12, they deployed soldiers in the
neighbourhoods and the various streets and told the population not to come out, to
stay at home until they had finished their work. This is what they said, "If you see
someone who is not an inhabitant of your neighbourhood and that he is there, you
have to denounce him." That is what they said throughout the entire day of the 31st,
that no one should come out, but if there was somebody foreign or strange in your
area you had to denounce them. That is it.

Q. How was that information communicated to the population?

A. Isaid that they deployed uniformed soldiers, carrying weapons, to speak to the
populations. They were shouting out in the streets, saying that no one should come
out. "Wait for orders. You have to report any stranger in your area;" that is anyone
who was not living in that neighbourhood you have to report them. They were
shouting out in the streets. I also heard them myself.

Q. In what language were they shouting out?

A.  They were shouting out in Sango, in French. Those were the two languages
that they were using.

Q. And how were they dressed, the FACA forces, when they arrived?

A. They were dressed in proper uniforms.

Q. Thank you. Did you see any Congolese forces in PK12 at or about that time?
A

Initially, I did not know because we were inside. When the FACA forces
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arrived, we were back inside the shop because it has been -- it had been said that no
one should come out. Idid not know that there were Congolese troops, but at
around 5 p.m. I decided to go out; that is to take my cousin to the dispensary nearby.
That is when I realised that there were Congolese soldiers there. In fact they were
wearing the same uniforms, but if you looked closely you would see that the
uniforms of the Congolese soldiers were brand new, but they were the same
uniforms.

And this is how I found out: When I opened the door, I spoke to a soldier. I
thought he was a FACA soldier. Isaid, "Look, my brother, I have my cousin here
who has been raped. I want to take her across the road to be treated in the
dispensary.” That soldier simply looked at me and then called out to another
soldier.

When that soldier arrived, the two of them spoke in Lingala. So the first soldier was
asking the second one in Lingala, "What is he saying?" Iheard that because I also
understand Lingala. And at that time I spoke to him in Lingala and told him, "My
cousin has been raped." And then he said, "Fine, follow us. Where is the
dispensary?" Ishowed him where the dispensary was. That is when I understood
that there were Congolese soldiers amongst them.

Q. Thank you. Now, of all the soldiers - the FACA and the Congolese

soldiers - who arrived on 31 October, were any of them dressed in civilian clothing?
A. Inever saw them wearing any civilian clothing. They were all properly
dressed in the same uniforms.

Q. How long did the FACA and Congolese soldiers remain at PK12?

A. Ileft PK12 three days afterwards. I do not know what happened after I left,

but I left PK12 three days later in order to take my cousin to a regular hospital.
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Q.  During the three days that you remained in PK12, how did the loyalist forces
behave towards the civilian population?

A. Before the events, we were together with the FACA. They did not harm us in
any way. When they pushed back Bozizé's forces, we continued as before. No one
was harmed. Nothing bad was done during those three days I was there.

Q. Thank you. You've referred to the period before Bozizé's troops arrived and I
just want to ask you two or three questions about that before we take a break. Were
there military bases in PK12?

A.  There was RDOT at PK11; that is one kilometre away from PK12. There were
soldiers based there.

Q. And what about other government institutions, customs posts, police stations,
anything like that? Were they at PK12 too?

A.  Yes, there was the police, customs officer, all of them. We were all there
together.

Q. And where was President Patassé's private residence? Do you know?

A.  What I know is that before you arrived PK12, just on your right, if you come
from the town, it was one kilometre away on your right. There was a soldier's
check-point; that is on the tar. There was a check-point at the -- to your right. You
will take the road in until you reach where Patassé's residence was located.

Q. And does the name Prosper N'Douba mean anything to you?

A. No.

Q. Do you know who President Patassé's spokesperson was and where he lived?
A.  When it comes to those things, I don't even want to think about those things. I
don't think about political issues. I think about business. I really never followed

any political developments to get to know those people and so on and so forth. I
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1 really wasn't interested in that.
2 MRHAYNES: Okay, Mr Witness. Then we'll leave that there.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, it's 11 o'clock. It is time now for a
4 half-an-hour break for you to take some rest, maybe a cup of tea, a cup of coffee. We
5 will be back at 11.30.
6 The hearing is suspended.
7 THE COURT USHER: All rise.
8 (Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.)
9 (Upon resuming in open session at 11.34 a.m.)
10 THE COURT USHER: All rise.
11  Please be seated.
12  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, welcome back.
13 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your testimony, sir?
15 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes, you have the floor.
17 MR HAYNES: Thank you very much, your Honour.
18 Q. And welcome back, sir.
19 A. Thankyou.
20 MR HAYNES: Just before the break you were telling us about the early part of
21  November of 2002 and, just to continue that story, because it is personal and might
22  reveal your identity I'm going to ask the Judge if we can go into private session,
23  please?
24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.

25 *(Private session at 11.36 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session
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THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, when you left PK12 three days after the loyalist forces arrived there, where
did you go?

A. T'went to the (Redacted), more specifically in the DRC, the

country opposite. That is where I went on the recommendation of a Congolese
officer.

Q. And who did you go with?

A. Tleft with (Redacted). We left PK12 and we went to the port.

I left with a number of soldiers who accompanied me to the port and gave me the
order to cross over.

Q. Why did you go to (Redacted)?

A.  Because the situation was out of control in the Central African Republic, the
officer suggested to me that if it were possible he would write a letter for me so I
could go see (Redacted) opposite and (Redacted) would be able to take care of (Redacted)
without having to pay. He even gave me a small amount of money for our expenses.
So I fetched (Redacted) and together we went to (Redacted).

Q. How long did you stay in (Redacted)?

A.  (Redacted), myself I spent only three days. Then I went back to (Redacted)
(Redacted), and that is where (Redacted) had stayed during the

three -- during the days that I was in (Redacted). Itook a few other business -- made
some other business arrangements and I spoke to (Redacted).

Q. And for how long did you remain (Redacted)?

A. TIonly spent one day there (Redacted). The next day I went back to (Redacted) to

prepare this business that I had thought of. The business wasn't in (Redacted). It was a
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(Redacted) and I went there to buy

some palm oil. So I only spent one day in (Redacted). Then I went back to (Redacted) and I
began other business operations.

Q.  Sir, yesterday afternoon you told us that you left the Central African Republic in
April of 2003. Where were you living between November of 2002 and April of 2003?
A.  Well, I was carrying out some business activities in (Redacted)

(Redacted) I was moving amongst those places during that

period of time. You see, I lost everything and with the little amount of money that I
had I wanted to earn some more money. So I was always engaging in business
activities, but when I went back to Bangui I always went back to (Redacted).

So I would leave (Redacted) on Friday and go --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- and then come back on Tuesday - if the roads
were good, come back on the Tuesday - and then on Tuesday I would cross over, I
would go back to Bangui and wait until Thursday. On Thursday the ladies would
give me some money, these ladies who were involved in the trading of palm oil, and
then I would go back. So that's what I was doing. I was going back and forth
between these places.

Q. Okay, thank you. And what about (Redacted)? Where was she living
between November 2002 and April of 2003?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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When -- well, two months later, around January unless I'm mistaken, (Redacted)
(Redacted), I left and I said to her, "No, you are going to cross over and

take care of (Redacted)." She agreed. Now, she had some plans. She left

and I no longer saw her. Ididn't see her again.

Q. Okay. Where were you on 15 March, when General Bozizé seized power in
Bangui?

A. On15March, I was in (Redacted). [heard about that. Iheard that the

CAR had been taken over by Bozizé completely. I was still in (Redacted) at that time.
Q.  What did you do?

A. Iquickly looked for transportation and went back, because (Redacted)

and I couldn't hang around there. I thought it was best to go back. And, you see,
the villagers where we bought the palm oil, they weren't ready. They said to stay.
Well, I quickly went and I went to see -- well, you see, I didn't know exactly what was
going on. So I left after some days. When I took the transportation, I got to -- I got
to our home. That was on the 23rd. I got there on that day.

Q. The 23rd of what month?

March.

And who was at your home when you got there?

(Redacted) They were there.

o o> 0 >

Where was (Redacted) at that time?

(Redacted) Afterwards I asked her to

come back, that was in January -- to come back to (Redacted)

(Redacted). She agreed. After, when I went to fetch her

and have her come over, she was no longer there. So I didn't know where she had

gone, you see?
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Q. Okay. Whathappened after 23 March 2003?

A. Tarrived. Ifound my entire family there. After, (Redacted). Ihad to

go back and get all those things I had left behind (Redacted). So, you see, I had
come back quite quickly just to see what was going on, because there were other go in
the --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- (Redacted). Transportation is difficult. It
might -- you might be two weeks in (Redacted). So I went back into (Redacted), I found
those items I had left there, I got to (Redacted) and I gave them to those ladies who were
trading. When we came with the palm oil, they would receive it and then sell in our
country, here in the Central African Republic. After, when I got there, unless I'm
mistaken it was the 2nd, the 2nd, between the 2nd and the 3rd.

Just beside us -- because, you see, (Redacted)

(Redacted). So I was there with friends, and to my great surprise I saw Mr Mangeli with
other soldiers. There were three of them. They were wearing proper military
uniforms. And so, you see, I saw them and I wanted to do something. Iwasn't
even thinking. I wasn't even thinking of the weapons that they had. I wanted to do
something, but that didn't happen. Mangeli and the others --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- in the presence of people, they beat me up, they
beat me to death, and they took me to Camp de Roux. We got to Camp de Roux in
the evening. And, you see, there was a soldier - I don't even know that soldier's
name - and they put me in a room at Camp Roux and I was there. Istayed there.

At 7 in the evening, the soldier came and he said, "What are you doing? What are

you doing in life?" And I said, "No, I'm a trader and I'm a Christian. Iam a servant
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of God. Iservethe Lord." He asked me more questions. He said, "Do you have
children?", and I said, "(Redacted)

(Redacted)" He said to me, "I will help you. If you stay here,

you will be killed."

In Camp de Roux at the entrance, you see there's a bit of a -- there's kind of a
check-point and the soldiers hang around there. The soldiers, well, up until then I
didn't know where they were from. They had come with the military equipment,
and the soldier said to me, "Put on this uniform." I was surprised and I said,

"Well ..." -- well, he explained to me that I had to put on the uniform so he could -- so I
could get out and I co-operated.

When I put on the uniform, he took me with the -- you see, the boots weren't right.
They didn't fit. And, you see, the boots weren't right. I wear a 45 and the boots
were 44 -- and I think the boots were 42 and so they didn't fit. And he said to me,
"Okay, wait." *He went inside and he was -- well, actually I was -- he gave me some
slippers and said -- he said, "Don't say anything." You see,

we were talking and he said, "Don't say anything. Just stay to my right."

We began to go down and we went down to the level where the barrier -- where the
check-point was. This is what I'm telling you. And when we got to the check-point
he said to me, "Go through. TI'll stay here. You go ahead. You go through."

When we got there, he started to talk to the other soldiers and I went by and he

said -- and they said, "Hey, hey," and they ran after me. And so that was after I was
able -- that's how I was able to get out.

Just after, already -- it was already dark and he said to me, "Take off the uniform."

So I took off the trousers. Ihad something else on that I was wearing when they'd

put me in that room. So I took off the trousers, I took off the military shirt and he
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said this to me, "I don't know where you come from. I don't know what your
problem is, but here, if you spend two days here, you will die. Do you have any
problems with the authorities here?" AndIsaid I didn't have. Ididn't say -- he got
a taxi for me.

When I got home everyone was astonished to see me come back and people started to
say, "Well, no. You see, you have to go somewhere else." Ididn't wantto. Isaid,
"No, I'd rather stay here and die. Idon't want to go somewhere else," (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted) So I decided it would be best. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

So that's what happened. I gotto Zongo. That was the day I left the Central
African Republic and I have been out of that country ever since that same day.

Q. Thank you. And again without telling us where you live now, who do you live
with now?

A. (Redacted)

Q. Did you ever try to complain to anybody in authority about what had happened
to you, or (Redacted)?

A.  Sir, after everything had happened in our country, your question -- no one, no
one could go and make a complaint, or anything like that. No one would listen to
you. Noone. Considering everything that happened in PK12, when I went back to
do some trading Patassé was in power. Even if you were to complain, you see,
people are ministers, some people have left, but when I came back Bozizé was in
power. What's more, they took me to the military camp and that is where the
officers are to be found, the commanders, but they did nothing because I don't know

whether they saw me. Idon't know. A soldier like that -- a soldier saved my life,
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so who would I have made a complaint to because there was no really any -- there
was not really any administration at that time?

Q. Have you or (Redacted) tried to register with any victims' organisations
attached to the ICC, for example?

A. Never. Never.

Q. And how has life been for you where you are living at the moment?

A. Well, life continues. One is here. I'm fine where I live now. (Redacted)
(Redacted) Iam abusinessman - a trader - and

I am continuing to do some trading.

Q. Okay. Have you ever met Jean-Pierre Bemba?

A. Notyet. How? How would an ordinary citizen like myself manage to meet
or visit him? Never.

Q.  Why is it that you've been prepared to tell this Court what happened to you and
others in PK12 in October of 2002?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes - Mr Haynes - we still are in private
session.

MR HAYNES: Youread my mind. We probably shouldn't be.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 12.02 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, I'll back up a little way. I was asking you whether you had any personal
connection with Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba. Do you?

A. Never. Inever methim. We never talked to each other. We have never seen

each other.
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Q. And what has been your motivation for telling this Court about what happened
to you and your cousin at the hands of Bozizé's troops?

A. Thank you. Iwas waiting for this opportunity so that I can free my mind or
myself up. For a very long time all these things were pent up inside of me and, even
if I explained to people, no one was able to understand the scope of this issue.

Today I have the opportunity to speak to the world and I feel a sense of freedom.
That is why I wanted to have this opportunity to be able to speak, as I am doing now.
Q.  So what would your reaction be to the suggestion that General Bozizé's troops
did nothing wrong in PK12?

A.  That would only be something that reflects the opinion of those people who are
of that view. I swore to speak the truth and I'm here to talk only about the things
that I know and I experienced. Whatever I am not aware of, I cannot talk about it.

If some other people have other ideas, that is their problem. I am here to testify
about those things that actually happened to me and that is it.

MR HAYNES: Sir, thank you very much. Ihave no more questions.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Haynes.

Mr Witness, as you were informed, after the Defence is the Prosecution who is going
to question you. So I'll give the floor to Mr Iverson and, Mr Iverson, you feel free to
remain seated if you so prefer. You have the floor.

MR IVERSON: Thank you very much, Madam President.

QUESTIONED BY MR IVERSON:

Q. Good afternoon, sir. My name is Eric Iverson and I'm a trial lawyer and I
represent the Office of the Prosecutor. How are you this afternoon?

A.  So far so good.

Q.  Sir, I'd like to try to remain in open session for the time being, so just be aware
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of that fact and please -- if you want to say anything that will tend to identify you,
please let the Court know and we'll request to go into private session. Do you
understand that, sir?

A. Yes, clearly. Thank you.

Q.  Sir, as [ understand it, you were born and raised in Bangui in the Central
African Republic; is that right?

A. Iwasborn in the Central African Republic and I grew up there. I was there 'til
age 12 and thereafter my father took me around with him.

Q. Okay. Without being specific as to the places that you went, where did your
father take you? To what places, or countries?

A.  First of all, he sent me to Cameroon, to Douala. So I went to Douala in
Cameroon and then I returned to Bangui. Then my father again sent me to Damara,
a village in that area, where I spent some time and then returned to Bangui.

Q. Andisthatit? Did you live in any other place?

A. Yes, thatisit.

Q. Okay. ThenIhave to ask you, sir, where is it that you learned Lingala?

A. Okay. You see, in Bangui there are at least some 20 per cent of the population
made up of Congolese living in the Central African Republic. They crossed over
from the other side into our country. Those people speak Lingala. Let me add that
my father was a soldier. My father was a soldier at the time of Kolingba and he
spoke proper Lingala.

Now, if you go to the customs services, all those working at the customs - soldiers,
customs officers and what have you - they all speak Lingala. Therefore, I learned to
speak Lingala in the Central African Republic. I canunderstand it. It might be a

little bit difficult for me to speak fluently, but I do speak rather well.

28.08.2013 Page 34



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-338-Red-ENG CT WT 28-08-2013 35/81 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0036

Q.  So, sir, would it be fair to say it's your testimony that you speak Lingala by
virtue of the fact that you on occasion came into contact with Lingala speakers, who
didn't speak Lingala as their first language?

A.  Well, I said that I am not fluent in Lingala. Ihope that this is clear. I am not
fluent in Lingala. Ido my best. And you may want to understand that Lingala in
our home was also spoken by a house-help, who is Mono, and you may also want to
know that at the market and at PK5, those who sell clothing they speak Lingala.
Now, even the West Africans who are in Bangui at PKS5, they also speak Lingala.

Q.  Sir, are you now today fluent in the language of Lingala?

A.  Well, things are different today compared to previous years, because (Redacted)
(Redacted) and so I speak more of it today than previously.

Q. And the reason I asked is simply because you said, at page 38, line 3, that, "I am
not fluent in Lingala," which is obviously different than, "At the time I was not fluent
in Lingala." Those are two different things; correct, sir?

A.  Thatis correct.

Q. Now, I noticed several times in your testimony you spoke of "Congolese
troops." Are there any other terms that citizens of Central African typically use to
refer to what you called "Congolese troops"?

A. Thave not understood your question.

Q. Several times during your testimony so far you referred to "Congolese troops."
Do Central Africans use a different term for Congolese troops, or did they at the time
of the events?

A.  The term "troops" is an English word, or French word in the witness's context.
So people talk about "troops." "Troops" in French could also be a herd of cattle, but

"troops" is "troops" and that is why I referred to them as "Congolese troops."
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Q.  Sir, on page 11, lines 11 through 13, today you stated that it's easy for you to
detect if someone is from your country, Central African Republic; is that right?

A. Tdonotunderstand you. Iam a Central African. Now, you say someone
comes from the Central African Republic. Where would that person be coming from?
"Coming from the Central African Republic,” what does that mean?

Q.  Sir, I'll try it in a different way. You had no problem identifying your attackers
as coming from the Bozizé rebels; is that right?

A. Okay. Sir, you have said that identifying Bozizé and FACA troops? What are
you saying?

Q.  Just before you finished your testimony with Mr Haynes, my colleague, you
noted that people can only testify as to what they know and what they experienced.
So I'm just asking, from your own experience, it wasn't difficult for you to identify
your attackers back in October 2002 as being from the Bozizé rebel group; is that
right?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. And once you saw and spoke to the Congolese troops, it was not difficult for
you to know that they were from Congo and they spoke Lingala, right?

A. Thave told you already that they were all together. Then later on we were able
to identify them by their military uniforms. You see, the soldiers all had military
uniforms, but the uniforms of the Congolese soldiers were brand new. They were
brand new. And those soldiers used to be together and so we were able to identify
them, and when they spoke we were able to tell the Congolese from the Central
Africans.

Q.  So there was absolutely no cause for confusion as to who belonged to which

group? You knew that the Bozizé rebels belonged to the Bozizé group and you
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knew that the Congolese troops belonged to the Congolese unit; is that right?

A.  The Congolese troops belonged to the Congolese units. If that were to be said,
it might be a bit complicated. What I have told you is that the Congolese troops and
the FACA troops were all together. Bozizé's troops were together with the Chadians.
That is what I have been saying.

Q. Thankyou, sir. ITunderstand. And it was easy for you to tell the difference
between all the groups that you mentioned; correct?

A. Thave given you an answer already and the answer was as follows: The day
on which the Bozizé troops entered, it was only subsequently that it was possible for
me to identify which ones of them were Central Africans and which ones were
Chadians.

Now, the same applies to the FACA group. When the FACA troops and the others
came in, [ have already told you that it is only subsequently that we understood that
this was that and that was this, that this was a Congolese and the other was a Central
African, but as a group - as a group - it was difficult to identify the FACA group as
such. It was quite complicated - quite difficult - to tell them apart.

Q.  Sir, didn't you just say that it was easy to tell them apart because the Congolese
troops were wearing new uniforms?

A. Let me repeat my answer. You see, it is only subsequently that I understood
what was happening. Now, when they came, at the beginning it was difficult to
make that distinction, but later on we were able to say that these were Congolese
troops and those were Central African troops.

Q.  Sir, what do you know of crimes committed by the Congolese troops?

A. Thave told you that it didn't take -- I didn't spend too much time at PK12. I left

PK12 three days after the event to seek treatment for my cousin, so I'm not aware of
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all what happened there. You see, personally I did not see FACA troops either
murdering people, or doing any such thing. Ihad already left the area. You see, if
any such things happened after I had left the area, I am not in a position to testify to
those things before this Court.

Q. AndIagree. Would the opposite also be true then, that you wouldn't know
what was going on in any other location from 25 October until 31 October, as you put
it, other than the location where you say you were; is that right?

A. Thatis correct, sir.

Q.  Sir, when the Bozizé rebels approached you for the first time, Defence counsel
asked you, "In what language did you have that conversation?", and that's today's
transcript at page 7, line 20. And you said that, "They were speaking French, they
spoke Sango and they spoke Lingala." Is that to mean that you had a conversation in
all three of those languages?

A.  They did not have time to have dialogue with us. They were speaking among
themselves. What I was told was that they were going to do this and that and so on
and so forth, but when I talked about the languages used it was in relation to how
they spoke to each other among themselves.

Q. Butyou were still able to tell that they were from the Bozizé rebel group, right?
A.  Yes.

MR IVERSON: Madam President, I have no further questions. Thank you.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Iverson.

Just before we continue, I need a clarification from the witness.

Mr Witness, when you say that you left three days -- you left PK12 three days after
the event, the event you are mentioning is what happened with your cousin, is that

correct, or other event?
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THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) The event of the arrival of the Royal troops.

THE INTERPRETER: Says the witness.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) That is Ange-Félix Patassé's troops. When they
arrived I'm referring to that as the event, and three days after that event.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Judge Aluoch wants a clarification as well.

JUDGE ALUOCH: Mr Witness, despite the fact that you say --

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good afternoon.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes. Despite the fact that you say that Bozizé men
or soldiers spoke in French, Sango and Lingala, were you able to tell from their accent
that they were actually Central Africans, or were they mixed? From the accent, were
you able to tell?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam, the fact of the matter is that when a
Central African spoke in Lingala at that time, and given my level of understanding,
you see, if I spoke Lingala you would be able to clearly tell whether I was Congolese
or not. So what I'm telling you is that those soldiers who came with Bozizé, when 1
listened to them they spoke a harder version of Lingala than we did. So they spoke
what one could refer to as genuine, true or authentic Lingala, and so they spoke that
version of Lingala among themselves.

Now, let me specify as follows: I do not know, but I don't know whether they
jumped over to link up with the rebels, but what I can say is that they spoke authentic
Lingala, which was different from what we spoke as Lingala.

JUDGE ALUOCH: So if they spoke "authentic Lingala," as you put it, would they
have been Congolese, or would they be Central Africans? That's the clarification I
want you to make.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Myself, to be specific, I can say, yes, they were
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Congolese because the way they spoke I recognised them as Congolese people.
Others, there were the soldiers -- well, there were the FACA troops as well who also
spoke Lingala well. They also spoke Lingala well. Well, I don't know, but that's
what I saw. That's what I heard.

JUDGE ALUOCH: Sorry, my final clarification is as follows: So from what you
saw, as you put it, were Bozizé's soldiers made up of Central Africans, Congolese and
Chadians, or what would you say to that?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I would say this, ma'am. Iknow that all of
Bozizé's -- I saw Chadians, but for the Congolese in relation to their language, Lingala,
they -- I knew that they were Congolese. I didn't know whether they came actually
from the Congo, I didn't know about their lives, but the way they spoke that is why I
described them as such.

JUDGE ALUOCH: Thank you, Mr Witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, legal representatives of victims were
authorised by the Chamber to put some questions to you. Therefore, we will start by
giving the floor to Maitre Zarambaud for some questions to be answered by you.
Maitre, you have the floor.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

QUESTIONED BY MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation)

Q. Good afternoon, Witness.

A. Good afternoon, Counsel.

Q. Iam Mr Zarambaud Assingambi and I am a lawyer practising before the courts
in the Central African Republic. Here I am the legal representative of a group of
victims and, as the Presiding Judge just reminded you, as the legal representative of

victims I am allowed to ask you a number of questions, but only those that have been
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provided to the Bench in advance and which the Bench have authorised me to put to
you. SolIdo have afew follow-up questions as well for you; in other words
questions that stem from the various replies that you gave to questions put to you by
both the Defence and the Prosecution.

Now, Witness, I'm very much tempted -- since I'm from the Central African Republic,
I'm very tempted to say, well, it's not worthwhile to talk about these events because
some people might think, well, you saw it yourself, or you experienced it yourself,
but you see the roles here are shared. The role of the counsel is to put questions, and
the answers that you provide are not for me, the counsel, but rather your answers are
to shed light on these matters for the Bench so that the Bench can come to a final
determination of the truth. My role is not to give testimony, so I will not be talking
about information that I may have received personally and I will not be saying
whether or not I was in Bangui during the time of the events, whether I was in a
particular neighbourhood of Bangui, or in any other place within the Central African
Republic.

Finally, Mr Witness, let me reiterate something that's already been told to you. You
do benefit from protective measures and consequently you yourself must be careful
not to say anything that might reveal your identity.

Many questions have already been put to you, so I will skip over them.

My first question has to do with the geography, or rather the location of (Redacted),
and I think you -- you've already answered that question.

My second question was: (Redacted)

(Redacted), and you've also answered that question.

You also told us when Bozizé's rebels entered the PK12 area. You told us that you

were in that particular location that you mentioned to us when that event occurred.
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Mr Witness, but I would like to ask you one thing: Could you be more specific about
the date on which you left PK12?

A. Tleft PK12 on 3 November. That is when I left PK12.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, Mr Haynes?

MR HAYNES: Private session, please, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, could please we go into private
session.

*(Private session at 12.41 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES: There's an awful lot of information in that long speech from

Mr Zarambaud, including (Redacted). I put the question, "When did you leave
PK12?", in private session itself because that was likely to reveal his identity, and in
my submission this speech and this question should have been put in private session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes, be sure that, whatever identifying
information was mentioned by Maitre Zarambaud, the Presiding Judge has already
ordered the redaction. In relation to when he left PK12, this is not specifically an
identifying question.

But, Maitre Zarambaud, the references of (Redacted)

(Redacted) these are informations that I had to order the redactions because this

is -- this can be considered as identifying information, so be more careful when you
put your questions to the witness.

Please, court officer, turn back into open session.

(Open session at 12.43 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.
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Q.  If the witness could please repeat the date on which he left that location?

A. Ileft PK12 on 3 November 19 -- rather, correction, 2002.

Q.  Unless I'm mistaken, you said that the loyalist forces and the Congolese forces,
as you referred to them, arrived at PK12 on 31 October 2002; is that not correct?

A.  Yes, that's right.

Q.  So between 31 October 2002 and 3 November 2002 you saw the loyalist troops at
PK12, did you not?

A.  Yes.

Q. Do you know who was the commander of the Congolese troops at PK12?

A.  The commander of the troops? I don't know who was commanding, but what
I do know is that the person who wrote the letter was referred to as "the commander,"
but I don't know if he was the commander. I do know him.

Q.  And during that short period of time, do you know where the people
responsible for the Congolese troops were staying?

A.  Counsel, I had no particular interest in finding out where they were staying.
That was not a concern of mine. I was taking care of (Redacted)

(Redacted) So whether they were -- where they were staying,

I don't know. Isaw them because I was taken to them. It was to the office. It was
at the check-point. They were seated there at the check-point.

He asked me some questions about (Redacted) - now, I don't know where he got the
information - and then, you see, he wrote a letter and he said, (Redacted)

(Redacted) That's what happened. So

really it was not my concern to know where they were staying.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre Zarambaud, sorry to interrupt you.

Court officer, please could we go briefly into private session?
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*(Private session at 12.48 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, you said right now that you don't know
if this person was a commander, but you do know him. Do you know by chance his
name?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Iheard. Iheard people refer to him as
"commander," but he answered to the name "Moustapha.”

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

Court officer, please turn back into open session.

(Open session at 12.49 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We're in open session, Madam President.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation)

Q.  So consequently, Witness, I'll be asking you this question so that you can
confirm something, or not, if you could confirm an answer that you provided to

Mr Iverson. In other words, you have no knowledge of what the Congolese troops
might have done or might not have done at PK12?

A.  Isaid generally speaking. Isaid in general I don't know where they were
staying, what they were doing. I don't know.

Q. Ibelieve I made the question too general and I think that's why you provided an
equally general answer. Now, let me be a bit more focused here. So you don't
know whether the Congolese troops or the loyalist troops in general committed or did
not commit crimes, in particular rape and looting, at PK12?

A. Maitre, I never saw Congolese troops or our troops commit crimes such as rape
during that time I was there. Inever saw or heard any such thing.

Q. Does the word "Banyamulengue" mean anything to you?

28.08.2013 Page 44



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-338-Red-ENG CT WT 28-08-2013 45/81 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0036

A. The Banyamulengue? What I do know, we -- that was the name -- well,
perhaps it comes from somewhere else, but we called the Congolese "the
Banyamulengue." Sometimes we called them "the Mono," before we called them,
"the Mono," but the term "Banyamulengue" that came in -- we would call the
Congolese "Banyamulengue.” We would call the Congolese soldiers "the
Banyamulengue."

Q. Now, this term "Banyamulengue" was used in the Central African Republic as
of what date?

A.  To be specific, that term myself I heard it not in Bangui, but rather when I was
in Zongo. That is where -- that's where the people's -- that's where people were
talking about the Banyamulengue, but I never heard about the Banyamulengue in
Bangui.

Q. Consequently, during that short period of time that you spent at PK12 after the
arrival of the Congolese troops, you never heard the word "Banyamulengue" being
used by any people from the Central African Republic? Is that what you're saying?
A. Counsel, let me repeat. Inever during that time -- with the problems that I had,
I was at (Redacted), I didn't see -- or rather (Redacted). Ididn't see anyone

come and talk to me about the Banyamulengue. When I left (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted), I did not talk to people. People did not say. No, I did not wait. Up until the
day I crossed over, I heard about the Banyamulengue only after when I was in Zongo.
Q. Thank you, Witness. At page 47, lines 13 to 18, of today's transcript, regarding
the Congolese soldiers and the FACA forces you said that, "They all had the same
uniform, but when they spoke one could distinguish and realise that one was

Congolese, one was from the CAR." Now, when they spoke which language, how
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did you know which ones were Congolese and which ones were from the CAR?

A. Counsel, as I see it, or going by my own knowledge, when they were together,
when they were talking amongst themselves, and even at the dispensary, during that
time when they spoke French it would be difficult to determine, but if -- if there were
two or three of them, if they were Congolese they would speak Lingala. If they went
by in the street, you would see that they were Congolese people speaking Lingala. If
they were from the CAR, they would speak Sango or French and they would go by,
but if they were together they would speak French.

Q. And when they were together and they were speaking French, all the same was
it possible to make a distinction between the Congolese and the people from the
CAR?

A. For me, that would be difficult. Inever --1I never --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- when they were together. Isaw them together
the day that that man wrote a letter for me. Isaw them together and they were
speaking French. They were laughing, they were joking and chatting amongst
themselves. I don't know what they were talking about. That was for about 10 or
15 minutes and he wrote the letter for me, but they were speaking French and so it
was difficult.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Thank you, Witness. Ihave no further
questions for you.

Your Honours, I do thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Maitre Zarambaud.

Mr Witness, now Maitre Douzima Lawson is going to put some questions to you.

Maitre Douzima, you have the floor.
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MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.
QUESTIONED BY MS DOUZIMA-LAWSON: (Interpretation)

Q. Good afternoon, Witness.

A.  Good afternoon.

Q. Now, Witness, are you familiar with the various towns that were invaded or
conquered by Bozizé's troops other than Bangui?

A. Thaveno idea about any of that. I don't know anything about that.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Your Honour, could we go into private
session please?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 12.59 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, Madam President.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation)

Q.  Witness, you stated this morning that you have CAR nationality. What is the
nationality of your parents?

A. My father and my mother are from the CAR.

Q. Soyou are from the CAR. Your parents are also CAR citizens. Does that
mean that Sango is your mother tongue?

Yes.

Do you speak Sango in your family?

At home, no. In our home we speak only French.

o> 0>

Why?
A.  You see, even in my own home, my own personal home, (Redacted)
(Redacted) That is how

we were brought up.
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1 Q. When you speak of the language of your mother, what is the language of your
2  father?
3 A. My father's language is Sango, but I was referring (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7 (Redacted)
8 (Redacted) and in our home we speak French and that is the language we're
9 used to speaking.
10 Q. Between French and Sango, in which language are you the most or the more
11  fluent?
12 A. Ispeak French very well.
13 Q. And Lingala?
14 A. Lingalalanguage? Ialready told you that it was a difficult language for me
15 because I do not master Lingala. When somebody speaks Lingala I can understand a
16 few words, but not all of them. This was earlier on, but I have been in this
17  environment now for ten years and I understand the language better and I'm doing
18 much better at it.
19 Q. (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21 A. (Redacted)
22  (Redacted)
23  (Redacted)
24 Q. (Redacted)

25 A. (Redacted)

28.08.2013 Page 48



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-338-Red-ENG CT WT 28-08-201349/81 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0036

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

o > 0O

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Witness.

Madam President, could we go back to open session?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 1.04 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We're in open session, Madam President.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation)

Q.  Mr Witness, I refer to this morning's transcript, page 7, line 9, at which you
spoke about the day on which Bozizé's rebels arrived in the area in which you were at
the time. When was that exactly?

A. It was on 25 October 2002.

Q.  Still on the same page, line 25, you testified that you saw them coming towards
the road leading to Chad. Can you mention the names of the towns that are along
the road leading to Chad?

A. Thavenoidea. Idonotknow the names of the towns along the road to Chad.
I never travelled that road. I never went there, never.

Q. Witness, you are Central African, you live in the Central African Republic and

you know that there is a road leading to Chad. It is true that from your testimony
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you never travelled along that road, but you must somehow be familiar -- you must
somehow know the names of the towns that are found along that road?

A. Madam, I have told you that I do not know that road leading there and I went
only as far as PK12. Inever went to those other areas. I do not even know the
villages in that area. No, I do not.

Q. Mr Witness, still referring to this morning's transcript, page 18, you testified
about people who were crying after Bozizé's troops left. Do you know why they
were crying?

A. Thisis what I said. After Bozizé's troops left, some people were crying because
their property had been taken away, while others were crying because their children
had been abducted, and others were crying because of rape, and that is what was
happening. People talked about those types of things. That was my testimony.

Q.  Witness, however at page 43 you testified that you are only testifying here about
the things that happened to you and that you know nothing of anything else that may
have happened?

A.  Yes, but I have told you that I am here to testify about the things that I know.

If I'm not aware of something, I am not aware of it. Earlier on I had testified that, yes,
I heard people, but I wasn't interested in it because I wasn't involved in it and I did
not quite understand what was happening within their families because I had my
own problems to deal with. I did not pay attention to what was happening to others.
I simply paid attention to what was happening to me.

Q. Did you talk to anyone else about what happened to you?

A.  Well, the things that happened to me were known to the inhabitants of the
neighbourhood. My in-laws were aware of it. The mothers with whom I did

trading in palm oil were aware of what had happened.
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Q. Did people know everything -- well, you say that people knew what had
happened to you, but in the same breath you say that you were not interested in what
happened to other people?

A. Madam, that was my choice, my lifestyle. You see, if people want to find out
about what happened to me, that is the way they functioned. It is their habit, it is
their problem, but for me personally at that time I really did not have any interest in
contacting people to find out what had happened to them. No.

Q. Witness, at page 42 you testified as follows: That you are only testifying here
about the things that happened to you, and this was in answer to a question by
Defence counsel regarding your -- what your reaction would be if you were told that
the troops of General Bozizé had not done anything. You also went on to say that
those who may claim that Bozizé's troops did not do anything were speaking only for
themselves.

Now, my question is to find out from you, first of all, whether you really indeed
cannot testify about things that happened to other people. Is that the case?

A. Thatis notreallyit. WhatI told you is that I will be testifying here about the
things that I saw, things that I experienced, things that I saw and things that I heard.
But then to go inquire from people about what happened in their homes? No, I did
not do that. So I'm here to testify about what I saw and what I heard. That is it.

Q.  You have already talked about what you heard. Now, what did you see?

A. Thisis what I said. Isaid that I saw things, things that happened in the area
where things were carted from one location to the shop and from the shop to the
camp. Ialsosaw three dead bodies when we were transporting some television sets.
I saw three dead bodies. Two of those dead bodies were clothed, while the other

had no shirt but had undergarments, and it was out of curiosity that when going by I
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saw these things, along with other persons when we were going by, but I'm speaking
only for myself because those other persons are not here.

Q.  Mr Witness, since this morning you have been explaining to the Court a number
of points. Now, if the victims of these events were to say today that the perpetrators
of the crimes that they were victims of were MLC troops, would that be

some -- would they be speaking only for themselves, or would you have any other
opinion on this point?

A. Madam, this is what I said. I am here to talk about what I have seen and I may
say one thing, but you know even in the Bible there were apostles with Jesus Christ,
four of them, who saw four things but narrated their stories differently, although they
were all together. So what I am saying is that, if these people say today that the
troops from Congo came and did such-and-such a thing, they are only speaking for
themselves and they must be in possession of evidence to substantiate their position.
What I am telling you is about what I saw. Idid not see that. So they did not come
here to contradict me, but they came here to tell their own story and I think that this is
the way it is.

Q.  When you saw people crying, did those people who were crying complain
about any acts of pillaging by Bozizé's rebels or by any other persons?

A.  Well, people were crying. People said whatever they wanted to say. My
sister, this is what happened, but I've told you that this is what happened. You see,
when you are in one place or another you may be forbidden from stepping out. You
may be required to stay in a specific position. So people might be in a hiding -- in
hiding and they would say what they wanted to say, that such-and-such a thing
happened, but you see I really was not interested in all those things. I do not have it

in my mind that such-and-such a thing happened.
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You see, let me repeat again over and over. Iheard people crying as I went by.

Some were saying, "Oh, such-and-such a person has been killed." I don't know. So
it's as I went by that I heard some of those things. Now, I don't really know what the
details were. Idon't know.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Witness. So you
don't know and I have fully understood you and I therefore have no further questions
for you.

Madam President, that will be all.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Maitre Douzima.

I would like to ask whether Defence intends to redirect?

MR HAYNES: No, thank you, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, that concludes your evidence. Before
you leave the Court I want, as with all other witnesses in this case, to express the
thanks of the Judges for the time that you have taken to give evidence in this trial.

Mr Witness, in order for Judges to find the truth it is critical that witnesses such as
yourself are prepared and willing to give evidence and assist the Judges on the
relevant issues of the case. We are aware that this may have been inconvenient for
you, and you therefore leave us with the thanks of the Chamber and of the Court.

Mr Witness, as with all other witnesses in this case, before you leave I would like to
ask whether there is anything that you would like to address to the Chamber? If you
so wish, please do it now. This is your opportunity. You have the floor.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you, madam. As I was saying earlier on, I
really just want to thank you. I was looking for an opportunity to talk about all the
things that happened in my life. I believe that this has now been achieved. The ball

is now in your court. Please do your work and I thank you.
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We thank you, Mr Witness.

The Chamber will suspend, as usual, for the lunch-break. We will resume at

3 o'clock, when we will start with the testimony of Witness 29 that according to VWU
is ready to start giving his testimony.

Mr Witness, thank you very much again.

The hearing is suspended.

(Recess taken at 1.21 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 3.05 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good afternoon. Welcome back for those that were
here and welcome Mr Zeneli from the Prosecution.

Before we bring the witness in, the Chamber has a short oral decision to be issued and
for that purpose I ask, please, court officer to go into private session.

*(Private session at 3.06 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

This is an oral decision on special measures for Witness D04-29.

During the lunch-break, the Chamber received an email from Victims and Witnesses
Unit recommending the implementation of special measures for the testimony of
Witness D04-29. In particular, the VWU recommends the presence of (Redacted)

in the courtroom in order to monitor the witness as required.

In addition, the VWU recommends that questions are adapted to the needs and
capacities of the witness and that the witness is closely monitored in order to allow

breaks in case of signs of nervousness or if he becomes emotional.

28.08.2013 Page 54



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-338-Red-ENG CT WT 28-08-201355/81 SZ T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and 1CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0029

Pursuant to its powers under Article 68(1) of the Statute and Rule 88 of the Rules of
Procedure and Evidence, and taking into account the VWU's recommendation, the
Chamber grants the recommended special measures and authorises the presence of a
(Redacted) in the location of the video link in order to monitor the well-being of the
witness and ask the parties and participants to adapt their mode of questioning to the
recommendations given by the VWU.

In addition, the Chamber will closely observe the witness and, if necessary, will break
more frequently.

Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 3.08 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Ms Fatiah, could you please bring the witness into
the transmission room?

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): Yes, Madam President.

(The witness enters the video-link room)

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): Madam President, the witness is present in
the transmission room.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good afternoon, Mr Witness, and welcome.

Mr Witness, can you hear me?

WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0029

(The witness speaks French)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I can hear you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Pursuant to decision 2740 of 15 August 2013, the

testimony of Witness -- of the witness will be given viva voce before the Chamber by
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means of video technology.

In addition, pursuant to decision on protective measures number 2774-Conf of

26 August 2013, the Chamber granted the witness the use of image and voice
distortion, the continued use of pseudonym, as well as the use of private session to
protect his identity.

Mr Witness, before we start, I will ask the parties and participants to this hearing to
introduce themselves and their teams, starting by Prosecution.

MR ZENELI: Thank you, Madam President. The Prosecution team for this
afternoon will be represented by trial lawyer Jean-Jacques Badibanga, case manager
Sylvie Vidinha, and myself, Shkelzen Zeneli. Thank you, Madam President.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.

I am Maitre Marie-Edith Douzima Lawson, I am legal representative for the victims in
these proceedings, and we have as our case manager for the legal representatives'
team, behind me, Virginie Roche.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.

I am Maitre Zarambaud Assingambi. I am legal representative of victims.

MR HAYNES: Good afternoon, your Honour, and good afternoon to everybody in
the courtroom and afternoon to you, sir.

As you know, my name's Peter Haynes. I will be asking you questions on behalf of
the accused, Jean-Pierre Bemba. Sitting next to me is Cindy Josseran and behind are
Natacha Lebaindre and Jean-Jacques Mangenda.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, I hope that somewhere in front of you
there is a card on which is printed a solemn undertaking. Could you please read out
the words of the card?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) "Solemn undertaking: I solemnly declare thatI
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shall speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth."

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, now that you have taken the oath, can
you confirm that you understand what the oath means?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I can confirm that.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Do you understand it to mean that you must give
answers to questions asked of you that are true and accurate, to the best of your
knowledge and belief?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, as must have been explained to you by
Victims and Witnesses Unit during the familiarisation process, you will be questioned
tirst by the Defence, then by the Prosecution, then by legal representatives of victims
that were authorised to put some questions to you, and after that the Defence has the
right to question you once more. The Chamber can at any time put some questions
to you as well.

As you know, Mr Witness, the Chamber has put in place measures to protect your
identity from the public and you will therefore be referred to during the course of
your testimony as "Mr Witness."

Your voice and your image that are broadcast outside the courtroom are being
distorted so that the public cannot identify you.

In order to help us in keeping your identity protected, Mr Witness, it is very
important that when we are in open or public session, you don't reveal any
information that could lead to your identification, for instance, your name, your
current occupation, the current place in which you live, your occupation at the time of
the events, name -- names of family members, names of neighbours. This is just an

example of the kind of information that can lead to your identification.
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If in order to answer to any question you need to reveal this kind of information, you
just let us know in advance because then we go into private session. In private
session you can speak freely, because the sound is cut and nobody outside the
courtroom can hear to what you say.

The Defence, the Prosecution, the legal representatives and the Chamber will help
you in identifying the possible answers that could contain identifying information,
but it is very important that you yourself help us and, whenever you feel that you are
going to reveal this kind of information, let us know and we go into private session.
Do you understand the protective measures, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, as you can see, we speak different
languages, and because we speak different languages, there is interpretation so that
we can understand each other.

Because of the interpretation and because you are giving your testimony via video
link, it is very important, Mr Witness, that you speak slower than normal, as I'm
doing now, in order to allow the interpreters to do their job.

It is also very important, Mr Witness, that after a question is put to you, you count 'til
tive, you give five seconds, before you start giving your answer in order to allow the
interpreters to conclude the translation of the question. Because this may seem
unnatural, speaking so slowly and giving pauses, it is likely that you start speeding
up, or that you forget the five-seconds rule. In that case, Mr Witness, I will have to
interrupt you and to ask you to slow down. Please don't take offence. That should
not discourage you from speaking. It's just for practical reasons.

Do you understand our ground rules, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: For your information, Mr Witness, we'll have this
afternoon a two-hours session and will continue tomorrow as from 9 in the morning.
If for any reason you need a break, don't hesitate. Let us know and you will have as
many breaks as you need.

Mr Witness, do you have any questions?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) No.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: TI'll give then the floor to counsel for the Defence,
who will start questioning you.

Mr Haynes, you have the floor.

MR HAYNES: Your Honour, thank you very much indeed.

QUESTIONED BY MR HAYNES:

Q. Good afternoon to you, sir.

A.  Good afternoon.

Q.  Sir, if all goes well, I am confident you will finish giving evidence tomorrow
and probably some time in the morning. If all goes well, I may finish questioning
you before the end of today, okay? Do you understand?

A. Yes, I do understand.

Q. Good. Now, for the Court's records we have to know who you are, but your
identity is going to be protected. So, in order to get information about you on the
record, I'm going to ask you those questions in private session, which means that
nobody outside the room will hear what we say. Do you understand that?

A. No. Please repeat the question.

Q. Okay. We're going to go into private session now so that I can ask you
questions about your identity. Do you understand that?

A. Yes.
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Q. And do you understand that, when we're in private session, only the people in
this courtroom can hear what you say?

A.  Yes.

MR HAYNES: Then, with your Honour's permission, may we move into private
session?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 3.27 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Sir, can you tell us your full name, please?

(Redacted)

And when and where were you born, sir?

(Redacted)

So does that mean that you're now (Redacted)?

> O » O » 0O

Yes, that is correct.

Q.  And if my mathematics is correct, in October of 2002 you would have been (Redacted),
(Redacted), am I right?

A. Thatis correct.

Q.  Would you mind telling us your parents' names, please?
A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Did you grow up (Redacted)?

A. (Redacted)

Q. And did you get married?

A

Yes.
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Q. And what is the name, or what was the name, of your wife?

A. (Redacted)

Q. This is a dangerous question to a man, but do you remember when you got
married?

A.  Well, let me say that (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q. Then I'm very sorry if I caused you any offence. When did you and (Redacted)
begin living together?

A. (Redacted)

Q. And where did you live together (Redacted)?

A.  First of all, we lived in (Redacted) neighbourhood and then we moved to (Redacted)
neighbourhood.

Q. Okay. Can you help us asto where those neighbourhoods are (Redacted)?
A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. How far is it from the centre of (Redacted)?

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

And is that where you were living in October of 2002?

In October 2002, yes, (Redacted).

Sir, have you had any children?

Yes, Madam President.

Can you tell us their names and approximate dates of birth?

> O » O » O » O »

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

Q.  Are there only (Redacted)?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Okay. So, so that we have the picture, (Redacted)

(Redacted); is that right?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. Canyou tell us a little bit about the place you were living in October 2002, what
it was like and precisely where it was?

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Okay, and what sort of house were you living in?

A.  The house I lived in was built in mud.

Q. Okay. Now, those are all of the personal details I'm going to ask you at this
stage and I'm going ask the Judge shortly if we can go into public session, which
means that people outside this room will be able to hear what you say. Do you
understand?

A. Yes, I do understand.

Q. It'simportant you don't tell us anything that might lead to your identification
but, if you feel you cannot answer a question without telling us something about
yourself that is personal or might identify you, then please say so and we can go back
into private session. Do you understand?

A. Yes, I do understand.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
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(Open session at 3.41 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, do you recall the arrival of General Bozizé's troops in Bangui in October of
20027

A. Yes, I do remember.

Q.  Where were you at the time they arrived in Bangui?

A.  I'was at my home in my neighbourhood.

Q.  Was the arrival of those rebel forces a surprise to you at that time, or had you
anticipated them coming?

A. T'was surprised.

Q. Did you know who General Bozizé was?

A.  WhatIknow is that he was the Chief of General Staff of the Central African
Armed Forces.

Q. Okay. What was the first you saw of the rebel forces?

A. Please kindly repeat your question.

Q. Yes. How did you first know that the rebel forces were in Bangui?

A.  Tlearnt of it through the various firing of -- and gun-fire and explosions that
could be heard.

Q. And do you know what day or date it was on which you first heard firing and
explosions?

A. It was on 25 October.

Q. And were you able to tell from where the sounds of gun-fire and explosions
were coming?

A. No, I have noidea, but the sounds did not come from too far off from my
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location.

Q. Very well. When was the first time that you saw the rebel forces?
On 26 October.

Was that in the morning, or in the afternoon?

It was in the morning.

Do you remember the time?

It was around 5 a.m./6 a.m., thereabouts.

O T S

What happened at that time?

Thank you. You see, in our country we have some water points, because
pipe-borne water is not available throughout Bangui. So these water points are used
by the public to fetch water. On that 26th I was still in bed, but my wife left the
house because we needed water at home, in spite of the insecurity. These water
points in Bangui are referred to as "fountains," so she left in the morning to go fetch
some water.

Shortly thereafter, one of the ladies in the neighbourhood, one of our neighbours,
came to wake me up from bed and to inform me that my wife had been captured and
taken by the rebels. So I left the house, I ran out of the house towards the water
point, or the fountain.

When I got to the water point, I was immediately arrested or taken away by those
soldiers, rebels or bandits. They arrested me, they started to beat me up and, when I
turned around to see what was going on, I realised that my wife was in their hands.
There were five of them. One of them spoke and called -- called one of his own and
asked them to kill me, because I had come and taken them unawares. However, he
did not know that the lady was my wife.

(Redacted)
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(Redacted) He is the one who requested that my life be spared,

that I should not be killed. He said they should let me go. So he ordered me to be
silent about all these things and to go back home and to lock myself up in my house.
So I said, "Thank you" to him, but then I also told him that the woman whom they
were holding was my wife. Then he said, or they said, "Oh, we didn't know that, but
now that you have told us that she's your wife, we are going to release her. We
haven't done anything to her. Please take your wife, take her back home," and it is
then that my wife started to speak out in front of them and in front of everyone and
she said, "Oh, those three who are here, who are there, have raped me. Two of them
did not rape me," and one of them slapped her and then told her that, if they wanted,
they could kill her and kill her husband as well.

Then at that point one of them, who knew me, also intervened and said, "Please let
them go. Letthem go. TI'll take care of everything else." So because the others
were hesitating, he called them aside and began to talk to them. They had a
discussion in Lingala and, you see, the other one (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

They had a discussion with another one, another one of them in Lingala, and then he
came back to me and told me that he had settled the matter and that I was now free to
take my wife and go back home.

So that is how all the buckets that my wife had taken to fetch water were abandoned
at the water point and we went back home. This is what happened on

26 October 2002. Thank you.

Q.  Sir, thank you for that. For the time being, would you not give us the names of

anybody you knew, or who knew you. We will come to that later and deal with it in
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private session. Do you understand?

A. Yes, I do understand.

Q. Ijust want to clarify some of the things that you've told us. When you got to
the water fountain, what in fact could you see?

A.  When I arrived at the water point, I immediately saw two persons, two rebels.
They are the ones who stopped me. The other two, I saw later on. Three were
more or less in one location and one was a little further away, while two of them were
standing with my wife in their arms and one of them was holding my wife's arm.

She was crying. She was weeping. She was crying profusely, and so when I was
arrested she did not even realise it.

It is when they were beating me up that she realised that someone was being beaten
up and then she immediately recognised me. It is then that she started shouting and
talking and talking and talking, but those people did not understand anything. You
see, they did not know why she was shouting. She was shouting (Redacted),
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

It is only when the other one intervened that I finally told them that the lady was my
wife. That is what I can tell you.

Q. Okay. So apart from you, the two men that were with your wife and the two
men that approached you, were there any other people around the fountain?

A. It was only after all had transpired that my wife confided in me and provided
me with those details that morning. You see, I had blamed her because I told her
that she went to the water point alone and whereas there was some insecurity. So I
put the question to her. I asked her whether those were the only people, and she

said those are the people she found and that it was a bit strange. I wondered who
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they were.

So, the lady who came to wake me up, the girl who came to wake me up, had also
gone to the water point, to the fountain, and when she saw the people she decided to
tlee, but she was able to recognise my wife and that is how she came to wake me up at
home at that time.

Q. Okay. Iwantyou, please, to, if you can, I know it's a long time ago, describe to
me -- describe to us firstly the two men who came towards you and arrested you.
What sort of clothes were they wearing?

A. They were in military uniforms, the uniforms of our Central African Army.
Others had jeans trousers and T-shirts and caps and what have you.

Q. And what did these two men say to you?

A. They stopped me. They asked me to come towards them. I went towards
them. They asked me what I was doing out at that time when the neighbourhood
was so calm and there was nobody outside. Who did I think I was to be out at that
time in the morning? So I was scared and I did not say anything. I could not even
speak. Itis then that one of them started kicking me and slapping me and beating
me up before the other one intervened.

Q. In whatlanguage did they talk to you?

A. InSango.

Q. Again, without giving us their names because we're in open session, were either
of these two men, men that you knew or recognised?

Yes, that is the case.

Q. Was it one of them, or both of them, that you knew or recognised?
A. Just the one of them.
Q. Okay. And what happened after they began to beat you?
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A.  Whilst they were beating me, I was able to lift my head and recognise the face of
the individual I knew, and he recognised me at the same moment. He asked the
other person to stop beating me and, well, there we are. That's what happened.

Q.  When you say you were able to lift your head, what position were you in?

A. Twas standing up, but I was protecting my face with my two hands; rather, with
my two arms.

Q. Okay. And did they stop beating you?

A.  Yes.

Q.  What happened then?

A.  After the other individual recognised me, a few metres from there, well, it
wasn't too far afield. That was when I saw the other three individuals standing.

One was a bit further away and there were the two who were holding my wife
captive. And because there was noise coming from them, well, when I arrived I
realised that my wife was in their hands, but when the other person started to hit me,
I also heard my wife crying and calling out my name, but I hadn't started talking at
that moment in time. Ihadn't started talking to her.

When the person stopped beating me, well, I remained calm, I didn't say anything,
and my wife was just crying and she was just shouting out my name, but she wasn't
talking directly to me. And at that moment I then started to talk to the individual
whom had recognised me, whom I had also recognised, and he started to give me
some advice. He said, "Well, you shouldn't just be walking around. You should go
home." And he said that I was lucky, because he was there. And I said, "Well, look,
the lady in the hands of your friends over there, that's my wife," and at that moment
my wife then started to say the truth, to say what had happened, to explain that the

three individuals had raped her. That's when she started and that's when the
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others -- well, one slapped her, telling her, "No, well, we can both -- we can finish you
both off," and then the person who had recognised me intervened in order to calm the
situation down with a view to letting us go.

Q. Okay. Can we come on to the other three, please? Again, don't give us any
names in open session, but did you recognise or know any of the other three who
were around your wife?

A. No.

Q. Can you remember now how they were dressed, or what they looked like?

A.  Well, as I said to you, there were some of them wearing military garb - these
were uniforms from back home, from the Central African Army - and one or two of
them were wearing jeans. Ino longer recall. They were wearing jeans and T-shirts
and one of them was wearing a jacket. They were wearing caps.

Q. Okay. Did any of those men speak to you?

A. It was only the individual who recognised me who talked to me. That's all.

Q.  Where did they hit your wife when she began to tell the truth about what had
happened?

A.  They hit her on the face. They slapped her.

Q. How were they holding her?

A.  Well, there was one of them holding his -- her arm in his hands. The other was
holding a weapon and he wasn't touching her as such. She was standing between
the two of them, and one was holding on to her, and it was the one who was not
holding on to her who hit her.

Q. Okay. Did they say anything else to you, any of them, that you remember?

A.  They preferred insults, but I no longer recall what. Many an insult.

Q.  Sir, this is the only chance you'll have to talk to this Court. Can you think of
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any of the insults they gave to you, or your wife?

A.  When my wife started to say what had happened in front of them, one of

them -- and this is what I remember. One of them started to say, "Well ..." -- to say,
"Well, no, all women are -- you know, they're prostitutes and you shouldn't worry
about what happened because, whatever the case may be, they're all whores. She's
lying. Nothing happened. We just threatened her. We just gave her a bit of a
fright. Nothing actually happened and, if something did happen, well, you know,
all women are whores anyway. So, you know, you're a man. You can find yourself
another woman." You know, that type of thing.

Q. Okay. Whathappened then?

A. The individual who recognised me was constantly intervening saying, "No,
come on. Stop. Letthem go. That's not why we're here. We're here for other
reasons. Just let them go", and that's when they did let us go.

Q. And what happened when you got home?

A.  When we went home -- I was living with my mother-in-law. She was actually
living in my home. She wanted to follow us when she heard what had happened,
but some people held her back, and she was already crying. She thought maybe that
we had both been killed, so she was already crying.

When she saw us, she went to her daughter's side and they both started crying. 1
was crying too. And that's when my wife explained the entire situation, that she had
been raped, and other people in the neighbourhood came to hear what had happened.
And that's -- that's what happened.

Q. Did your wife go to the hospital, or anything like that?

A.  Yes.

Q.  When and where did she go to hospital?
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A. Inolongerrecall. It might have been a month after the event. She went to
(Redacted) hospital.

Q. And did you complain to anybody in authority about what had happened to
your wife?

A. No. We wanted to, but my mother-in-law advised us against it and we
abandoned the idea.

Q. Okay. I'm going to ask you about the identity or identities of any of these
people now, so I'm going to ask the learned Judge if we can go into private session for
you to do that, okay?

A.  Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
*(Private session at 4.17 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, amongst the men that you saw on the morning of 26 October, did you
recognise any?

A.  Yes.

Q. Would you tell us who you recognised?

A. Idonot know his family name, but I know that he is called (Redacted)
(Redacted).

Q. And how did you know him?

A. Well, (Redacted), if I'm not mistaken, in -- well, in

approximately the year 2000.

Q. How did you get to know him in (Redacted)?

A. Well, it was in (Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
Q. (Redacted)
A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

Q. Do you know what he was doing with these other armed men in PK11 on
26 October?

A.  Well, I think that since he hails from the same ethnic group as General Bozizé, it
may be that he'd be fighting for the same cause. Idon't quite know what his
intentions were. He was on the other side; that is to say that he was fighting for the
rebellion.

Q.  Sir, before anybody else asks you, how do you know that these men who raped
your wife were fighting for General Bozizé?

A.  After on 15 March power was taken from General Bozizé and some time later
until he lost power, this (Redacted), well, he was a member of the -- he was a member
of the Central African Army before the fall of General Bozizé and, as for other details,
well, I am not aware.

Q. Okay. The rebels that you've described, how long were they in the area of
PK11 in October of 2002?

A. Idonotknow.

Q.  What did you and your family do after that day?
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A.  We left the neighbourhood and took refuge in the (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q. Isthat you, your wife and your (Redacted) children?

A. No, it was me, my wife and our (Redacted) children.

Q. Okay. We might be a little bit at cross purposes here. Let's see if we can
approach it another way. Without telling us where you live now, do you still live in
the Central African Republic?

No.

When did you leave the Central African Republic?

(Redacted)

And where was the last place you lived in the Central African Republic?
(Redacted)

And where is that?

(Redacted)

And how long did you live there for?

> o > O » 0O »

(Redacted)

Q. Okay. I'm going to ask that we go back into -- no, we'll stay in private session
for the time being. Did you witness any other incidents involving the rebels and the
civilian population in October of 2002?

A. Yes. Isaw some rebels come and abduct a girl, a neighbour, from the
neighbourhood. They put her in their vehicle and left, and then she came back home
alone on foot a few hours later. Everyone in the neighbourhood thought that she
had also been raped, and she came back and said that she had not been raped. That
happened and then there were other things that I heard about, but that I did not see

with my own eyes.
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Q. Okay. What was the girl's name?

A.  Well, I can't quite remember the name. I will remember it later on. I'll give it
to you then.

Q.  Well, just tell me when you remember it and we can go back into private session.
One last question in private session: Apart from the man who was amongst the men
by the fountain, did you recognise any others of the rebel soldiers who were in (Redacted)

at that time?

A.  Yes, there is another individual whom I recognised whom I saw subsequently;
that is to say when they took power after 15 March. [used to see him. He was also
asoldier. He is also a soldier now. Yes, I did recognise him after that. Just I
recognised him by face, if you like. I didn't recognise his name, as such.

Q. Do you know his name?

A. No.

Q. What episode or incident caused you to recognise him?

A. Noincident, but I -- the face. I could recognise the face. He was a soldier,
and you know that in our country people are afraid of soldiers. These are people
who you don't visit with, so to speak, especially if they're not members of your family.
I was able to recognise him. By the way, I've remembered the girl's name. Her
name was (Redacted).

Q. Thank you. And do you recall anything else about her abduction?

A. No.

MR HAYNES: Okay, then if those are all the names we are going to hear, I'm going
to ask the Judge if we can go back into open session, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: If you allow me, Mr Haynes, before we go back into

open session, just to seek a clarification from the witness.
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You said that you lived in (Redacted). Was it the same place? The

same house?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, in the same house in the same
neighbourhood. Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 4.33 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, you've told us about the rape of your wife and your beating and you've
referred to another incident in which a girl was abducted, in private session. Were
there any other incidents at about that time that you recall?

A. No, madam. WhatIknow is what I have told you.

Q. Do you recall the rebel forces leaving Bangui?

A. No, all I know is that they spent only a few days, three/four days maybe. I
really don't have any mastery of those details, but they spent just a few days before
being driven out.

Q. And what happened after they were driven out?

A. T'was taking care of my business as usual, and as usual I really didn't pay
attention to politics, or to any other thing. Ihardly listen to the news. Iam always
on the road, I travel a lot, so that'sit. There you have it.

Q. Did any other soldiers arrive in the area?

A.  The soldiers were present in the neighbourhood at all times, yes.

Q.  After the rebels had been driven out, were there any other incidents that you

recall or heard of?
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A. 1did not have any other experience personally, nor see anything else, but I
heard these things, and that's it.

Q. Do you recall the events of 15 March 2003 when General Bozizé succeeded in
overthrowing the government of President Patassé?

A. Yes,I1do. Idoremember.

Q. And is there anything about that you remember that you want to tell us today?
A.  When General Bozizé overthrew President Patassé, I was not in the capital city
of Bangui. I was a few kilometres away in Batalimo, which is less than 200
kilometres away. So I learned of what was happening over radio; radio stations such
as RFI and BBC, yes.

Q.  Sir, after General Bozizé took power, did you or your wife attempt to complain
about events to anybody in authority?

A. No, all we did was talk about these things within our families; within my wife's
family and within my family. We talked about these issues at length. Some told us
that it was a hopeless situation, hopeless indeed and that there would be no possible
outcome, and then we subsequently learned that some trials had been organised in
Europe and that it was possible for people to testify about these things, but at the time
of these events we did not know about these options and even regarding the Court
we did not know how to proceed to be in touch with the Court, so to speak.

Q.  So there were no victims' associations that you were able to approach, or
register with?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, Mr Zeneli?

MR ZENELIL: Madam President, thank you for giving me the floor. Ihave been
patient with numerous leading questions from the colleague on the other side, but

I think the last one is obviously leading and suggestive of the answer from the
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witness and in my submission, your Honour, should not be allowed.

Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maybe Mr Haynes can just rephrase the question in
order not to be so leading?

MR HAYNES: Certainly.

Q. Did you approach any organisation with a view to registering as victims?

A. No, we did not contact any organisation. At some point, we decided to drop
everything and not to talk about it. Although from time to time I shared my
thoughts with some personal friend - yes, we did - but publicly we have given up, we
had moved on and we wanted to focus on the future, believing that life was still going
on.

Q. Did you know if there were any victims' organisations in the Central African
Republic?

A. AsTItold you a short while ago, after that painful experience I decided to return
to my daily life. From time to time I travelled to do my business to provide food for
my family. I did not attempt anything whatsoever and I am not aware of anything
whatsoever either.

It is well after, well after, well after, that in discussing or in talking with my friend,
the friend that I referred to, that the idea of testifying came up. So I asked him,
"Who are those who need those witnesses?", and he said he didn't know and that this
might have been organised by the powers that be and that he did not have enough
information about that.

Q.  Why did you think it would not be possible to advance yours or your wife's
case?

A.  Well, President Bozizé's government committed many crimes in the Central
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African Republic, even when he organised elections and won them. Itis an
authoritarian government. They had prisons in Bangui, in Benzambe, everywhere,
and all of this was done openly and the international community never did anything
about it.

Now, my opinion is that today we have a trial. This trial has been organised and we
are told that someone was arrested. His name is Jean-Pierre Bemba. I do not know
him, but there were other people who committed offences in the Central African
Republic and they are moving about scot-free. They were never arrested. So it is
for this reason that I deemed it unnecessary to complain. That is why I did not do so.
Thank you.

Q. Did you hear press reports - news stories - alleging that Mr Bemba's troops had
committed offences in the Central African Republic?

A. Theard through the media, the radio -- yes, the radio. Iheard it over radio, yes.
Over the radio.

Q. And what was your reaction to those reports?

A. Very well. You know, in our country the first democratic elections organised
in the Central African Republic were organised by General Kolingba. Two persons
were involved in the run-off elections, Ange-Félix Patassé and President Gomba, and
Patassé won in the second round. Those were the first democratically organised
elections in the Central African Republic.

Now, personally I do not support coup d'état, or people coming to power by force of
arms, because that had never happened in the Central African Republic. From the
time of independence until Bozizé took power by force of arms, no one had done so
before and he's the one who did so for the first time.

So I was not happy about it. I was unhappy because the president had been elected
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democratically. Ido not belong to Patassé's ethnic group. He was the president of
all Central Africans and he had been elected democratically and, although he may
have misgoverned the country, he should at least have had a chance to come to the
end of his mandate and then organise other elections, but Bozizé proceeded
differently and Bozizé had been a candidate representing only one per cent of the
votes cast at the time of the elections and therefore did not represent the will of
Central Africans. So I was not happy with that.

I'm not concerned with the fact that Bemba was arrested. All I know is that a
president who had been democratically elected had invited Jean-Pierre Bemba to
come and help him. It was for the international community actually to help that
president, but it failed to do so and that is why Patassé was obliged to look for help
wherever he could in order to save the power that belonged to the people. That's
what I know.

So for me I think it is not proper to arrest only one person and try him for the things
that happened in the Central African Republic. Thank you.

Q.  The press reports that you heard about offences allegedly committed by

Mr Bemba's troops, were they during the events, or after the events?

A.  Which events are you talking about? The events of October, or which ones?
Please can you repeat your question?

Q. I'm talking about the events between October 2002 and March 2003. Were
those reports after March 2003, or before?

A. Well, before I don't know, over radio, but it was after. After General Bozizé
entered on 15 March, I was in Batalimo and it is then that I learned that -- and it was
over RFL. It's RFI that mentioned that there had been some troops, and it was at that

very time that the soldiers from Zaire were returning to their country. Some of them
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passed by Batalimo and I could see them. I could see them going back to their
country through Libenge. Yes, that is it.

Q. Okay. And what about after that? Were there more reports, or not?

A. Ireally do not have any recollection of that.

Q. Okay. And doyouremember if in 2003 or 2004 there was any sort of census or
investigation into the events of the war?

A. No.

Q. Isthatno there wasn't, or no you don't remember?

A. Inever heard mention of any investigation. I am not aware of any

investigation.
Q. Thank you. Ionly have one or two more questions for you, but they're going

to involve you looking at some documents and so I'm going to do that, with the
Judges' leave, first thing tomorrow morning and then we'll be finished. Is that okay,
sir?

A.  Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Haynes.

Mr Witness, it's almost 5 o'clock. We will suspend your testimony for today. We
wish you have a very restful night. You will continue with your testimony
tomorrow, starting at 9 in the morning.

I thank very much the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims, the Defence
team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. I thank as always our interpreters, our court
reporters.

We will adjourn for today and resume tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock. The hearing
is adjourned.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.
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(The hearing ends in open session at 4.56 p.m.)

CORRECTION REPORT

The Court Interpretation and Translation Section has made the following

corrections in the transcript:

*Page 30 line 14 and 15

“He went inside and he was -- well, actually I was -- he gave me something else

and -- flip-flops and said -- he said, "Don't say anything." ” is corrected by “He went
inside and he was -- well, actually I was -- he gave me some slippers and said -- he
said, "Don't say anything." ”

*Page 14 lines 21 to 24

“A. I'vetold you what I experienced, sir, what I heard about. ~After, many people
complained because they had lost their goods, and what I experienced myself, three
bodies -- I saw three bodies right before me, right in front of me, before getting to the
check-point. " is corrected by “A.  I've told you what I saw, sir, what I heard.
After, many people were crying and lamenting because they had lost their goods, and
what I experienced myself, three bodies -- I saw three bodies right before me, right in

7

front of me, before getting to the check-point.
CORRECTIONS REPORT:

Pursuant to Trial Chamber III's email instruction dated the 03¢ September 2013,
page 71 line 2 (*) has been corrected as follows:

“(Redacted) hospital.” is corrected by “(Redacted) hospital.”
RECLASSIFICATION REPORT
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