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International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 1

Situation: Central African Republic

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba - ICC-01/05-01/08

Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and Judge Kuniko Ozaki
Trial Hearing

Monday, 26 August 2013

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.08 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, everyone.

Could, please, court officer call the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: Good morning. Situation in the Central African Republic,
in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, case reference
ICC-01/05-01/08. For the record, we are in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

Good morning and I welcome the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims,
Defence team. I notice the absence of lead counsel.

MR HAYNES: Yes, we'll be doing without him today.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo.
Good morning to our interpreters and court reporters.

Good morning, Ms Fatiah.

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): Good morning, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: And good morning, Mr Witness.
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WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0025

(The witness speaks Lingala)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: (No interpretation)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Do we have interpretation?

THE INTERPRETER: Yes, your Honour. We didn't hear the witness's answer.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning again, Mr Witness.

THE WITNESS: (No interpretation)

THE INTERPRETER: Once again, we couldn't get the witness, Madam President.
THE WITNESS: (No interpretation)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We are having some problems here with the
interpretation.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Can you hear me? Can you hear me now?
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, Mr Witness, now we can hear you.

Good morning again.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you. Good morning once again.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Pursuant to decision 2740 of 15 August 2013, the
testimony of Witness D04-25 will be given viva voce before the Chamber by means of
video technology.

In addition, pursuant to the decision on protective measures 2746-Conf of

19 August 2013, the Chamber granted the witness the use of image and voice
distortion, the assignment and continued use of pseudonym, as well as the use of
private session whenever necessary to protect his identity.

For your information, Witness D04-25 will testify today during the three sessions of

the day: Two sessions in the morning and one session in the afternoon.
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Before we start, I will ask the parties and participants to this hearing to introduce
themselves and their teams for the benefit of our witness, starting by the Prosecution.
MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Good morning, Madam President. Good
morning, your Honours.

Good morning, Mr Witness. With me today on behalf of the OTP Mr Eric Iverson,
trial lawyer; Sylvie Vidinha, case manager; and myself, Jean-Jacques Badibanga, trial
lawyer, and I'll be examining the witness, your Honour.

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation) Good morning, Madam President.

I am Marie-Edith Douzima Lawson, legal representative of victims. Our case
manager for the legal representatives is Virginie Roche.

MR ZARAMBAUD: (Interpretation) Good morning, Madam President. Good
morning, your Honours. Iam Zarambaud Assingambi, legal representative of
victims.

MR HAYNES: Good morning, your Honour, and good morning, Mr Witness. In
your screen you'll be able to see me, Peter Haynes. I'll be asking you questions on
behalf of Mr Bemba. To my left you can see Natacha Lebaindre, and you might be
able to see behind me Cindy Josseran and Jean-Jacques Kabongo.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.

Mr Witness, I hope that somewhere in front of you there's a card on which is printed a
solemn undertaking. Could you please read out the words on the card?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I will read it out:

"I solemnly declare to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth."
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, now that you have taken the oath, can
you confirm that you understand what the oath means?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I do fully understand the solemn declaration;

26.08.2013 Page 3



Pursuant to Trial Chamber |11 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038, |CC-01/05-01/08-T-336-Red-ENG WT 26-08-2013 4/78 NB T
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0025

namely that I will speak the truth and nothing but the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, as must have been explained to you by
the Victims and Witnesses Unit during the familiarisation process, you will be
questioned first by the Defence, then by the Prosecution, then by legal representatives
of victims that were authorised by the Chamber to put some questions to you and
after that the Defence has the right to put some follow-up questions to you. The
Chamber can at any time put questions to you.

As you know, the Chamber has put in place measures to protect your identity from
the public and you will therefore be referred to during the course of your testimony
as "Mr Witness." Your voice and your image that are broadcast outside the courtroom
are being distorted so that the public cannot identify you by your face, or by your
voice.

In order to keep your identity protected, Mr Witness, it is important that when we are
in open session, or public session, you don't give any information that could reveal or
lead to disclose your identity; for instance your name, the functions you occupy
currently, your functions at the time of the events, names of your current or your
former superior or boss, names of neighbours, close friends.

This kind of information, Mr Witness, if you need to give when answering any
question, you just let us know in advance and then we go into private session. In
private session the sound that is broadcast outside courtroom is cut, which means
that only the persons that are present here in this courtroom can hear to what you say.
The Defence, the Prosecution, the legal representatives and the Chamber will help
you in identifying possible answers that could disclose such kind of information, but
it is important that you help us and let us know in advance whenever you feel like we

should go into private session.
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Do you understand the protective measures, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Ihave fully understood and I thank you.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, can I confirm with you that you are
testifying in Lingala?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) That is correct. Itisin Lingala.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, I needed to check because in the beginning of
the transcript it is stated that you are testifying in Sango and now I can recognise the
difference between both languages.

Mr Witness, because we speak different languages, there is interpretation so that we
can understand each other. Because of the interpretation and because you are
testifying by video link, it is very important, Mr Witness, that you speak slower than
normal, as I'm doing now.

It is also very important that, after a question is put to you, you wait five seconds
before you start giving your answer in order to allow our interpreters to do their job.
We call this our "five-seconds golden rule."

Because it may seem unnatural to speak so slowly and to give these pauses when you
speak, it is very likely that you start speeding up. In that case, Mr Witness, I will
have to interrupt you and ask you to slow down. Please don't take offence. That
should not discourage you from speaking. It is necessary for practical reasons, in
order to allow the interpreters and the court reporters to translate whatever you say
in order to reflect what you're saying.

Do you understand our ground rules, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Ihave understood you clearly. You see, before I
appeared before you I was already provided with all this information.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: It's important that we always remind you about the
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rules, Mr Witness.

Mr Witness, for your information we will have today three sessions of two hours:
Two sessions in the morning, with a half-an-hour break, and one session in the
afternoon. If for any reason you need a break, just let us know and a break will be
given.

Before I give the floor to the Defence, I would like to know whether you have any
questions, sir, to put to the Chamber.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I did not quite understand you because there was
some interference, an interruption in what you were saying.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: What I just said is that we'll have today three
sessions of two hours each - two sessions in the morning, with a half-an-hour break,
and one session in the afternoon - but in case you need a break at any time, you just
ask me and a break will be given.

After that, I asked you whether you have any doubts or any questions before you
start giving your testimony, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Ihave a small question. Iwould like to inform
the Judges that I am not a lawyer, or a jurist, and also to let you know that I will not
be able to answer questions that are of a legal nature.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: The parties and participants and the Chamber will
pay attention to that, Mr Witness. You will be questioned about what you know and
in case you have any difficulties with a question, you can ask for clarification, and if
you don't know the answer you just say, "I don't know." So don't worry.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you very much. Ihave now fully
understood you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I will then now give the floor to Mr Haynes. He
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will question you on behalf of the Defence. As always the Chamber authorises
Mr Haynes, because of the video link, to remain seated if he so prefers.

Mr Haynes, the floor is yours.

MR HAYNES: Thank you very much, and it won't surprise you to hear, your
Honour, that I will kindly accept your invitation to stay seated during my
examination of the witness.

QUESTIONED BY MR HAYNES:

Q. Good morning again, sir.

A.  Good morning.

MR HAYNES: I will be asking you questions which I'm confident will finish this
morning, and then as I'm sure you know you'll be asked questions by the Prosecution
and possibly by some other participants in the proceedings. Do you understand?
A. Yes, I've understood.

MR HAYNES: Good. Well, I'm going to have to establish for the record who
exactly you are and, since that's something which is protected or confidential
information, I'm going to ask the learned Judge if we can do that in private session.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
(Private session at 9.33 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q. Mr Witness, we're in private session, which I will remind you means that
nobody outside this room can hear what you say. Can you tell us what your full
name is, please?

A. My name is (Redacted)

Q. And can you tell us your date of birth?
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(Private Session)

A. Iwasborn on (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. Thatis correct. (Redacted)

|CC-01/05-01/08-T-336-Red-ENG WT 26-08-2013 8/78 NB T
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Q. And would you mind just telling us what your parents' names were?

(Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. Thank you. And are you a married man?

(Redacted)

Q. Thank you. Can you tell us just a little bit about your education?

A. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. And what did you do after you left school?
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1 math yourself and you will see what age I was when I joined the army.
2 Q. Okay. Whathappened in 1997/1998?
3 A.  On17 May 1997, the troops from the FDLF coalition -- from the FDL coalition,
4 rather, drove Maréchal out -- Maréchal Mobutu out of power. In May 1998, I joined
5 therebel unit.
6 Q. Whatrebel movement did you join?
7 A.  On17 September 19 -- 17 December, correction, 1998, I joined the FLC -- the
8 ALC, rather, in Gemena. This was a rebel movement led by Jean-Pierre Bemba.
9 THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: The coalition mentioned in the earlier
10  reply was the AFDL.
11 MR HAYNES:
12 Q. If we canjust go back a little bit, at the time you joined the rebel movement
13  what rank and position had you achieved in the army?
14 A. Iwasa warrant officer when I joined the rebel movement.
15 Q. And what role were you given after you joined the rebel movement?
16 A. WhenIjoined the rebellion, I had the good fortune to be chosen to serve as one
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21 (Redacted)
22  (Redacted)
23  (Redacted)
24  (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)

26.08.2013 Page 9



Pursuant to Trial Chamber |11 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing

Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0025

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Private Session)
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movement was not strong enough, but the general headquarters of the movement

were in Lisala.

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

A. Yes, I've understood.

MR HAYNES: Then, your Honour, may we pass into open session?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, we are turning into open session, and
just to make it clear that (Redacted)

(Redacted) Bearing that in mind, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Is that fine with you, sir?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I'm very pleased with that. That's just fine.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 9.59 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir,  want you to tell us about the organisation of Mr Bemba's personal security
in Gbadolite in 2002/2003. Do you understand what I'm asking you about?

A. Thank you for the question. In Gbadolite, the security of Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba
was organised in the following way: We had the General Staff, commander of the
detachment, we had the first detachment or shift, then the second detachment, the
third detachment and then the fourth detachment. Within each detachment there
was the close safety unit and then the intervention unit and the commanders. The
commander -- there was a commander who was a deputy commander for each
particular detachment, you see?

Q. Thank you. What was the name of the service which provided Mr Bemba's
personal security?

A. It was known as the DPP, Detachment for Presidential Protection; "DPP" in
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French.

Q. Thank you. And so that we're clear, the DPP had a commander, did it?

A. The DPP was under the authority of the commander.

Q. Approximately how many men comprised the DPP?

A.  Each detachment was comprised of what we referred to as a company of about
100 persons, so if you were to multiply that group of 100 persons by four then you
would have the number of troops in each detachment.

Q. Okay. And you've told us that there were four detachments. Did they have
specific names, or titles?

A. The detachments were known as detachment number 1, detachment number 2,
detachment number 3 and detachment number 4.

Q. And did each detachment have a commander?

A.  Each detachment had a commander and a deputy commander.

Q. Can we concentrate to start with on when Mr Bemba was in Gbadolite? How
was his personal protection organised when he was in Gbadolite?

A. WhatIhave said already is that each detachment had a close protection section
and an intervention section. This means that, if detachment number 1 were on duty,
that detachment would have a close protection section and an intervention section.
They would take care of the external positions at the residence and all access roads to
the residence would be under their watch. Then there was, on the other hand, the
use of jeeps.

Now, within these two sections, it could happen that one of the sections would be
assigned to the close protection of Mr Bemba while the other section would be on
standby, and that would be part of the assignment for detachment number 1 which,

as I said, could have started off the work for a particular time.
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Q. How many men were in a close protection section?

A.  The entire close protection section was made up of ten persons who would be
around Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba on a daily basis.

Q. Okay. Now, you've mentioned the first place I want to talk about and that's
his residence. Where would those ten men in the close protection section be
deployed if Mr Bemba was at his residence?

A. When he was at his residence, that is at his home, all those who were within the
premises would be seated under some trees at about 75 metres away from him. And
why would this be? It was because he was at home at his residence and therefore
had to be free. He did not need to be suffocated, so to speak, while at his residence.
He was free to move about. However, we were bound to be able to watch him and
to see him. Now, things would be different if he left his residence.

Q.  Within Gbadolite, where might he go if he left his residence?

A.  When he left his residence it was mostly to go to his office or to the airport, and
sometimes over the weekend he would go to Mobaye, which was some 25 kilometres
away from Gbadolite, where there was a check-point or a dam.

Q. Okay. His office, what was that known as?

A.  His office was known as Kolombi (phon).

Q. And how far was that from his residence?

A.  The distance between his office and his residence was approximately 150 metres,
or 200 metres.

Q. And what would happen in close protection terms if he moved from his
residence to his office, or vice-versa?

A. Now, when he wanted to go to his office, he had two options. He could ask

the butler or the maitre d'hotel to inform us, or he could call us using a medium of
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communication and inform us through it that we would be going to such-and-such a
place.

Q. How would he move from his residence to his office and back again?

A.  This is the manner in which the escort was set up: There was a jeep, an
advance jeep, in which the close protection unit was riding, and followed by the
intervention unit, and then his own jeep which would be followed by another jeep in
(Redacted) some of the close protection guards who would then

work with the other close protection guards. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

MR HAYNES: Can we go into private session briefly, please, your Honour?
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
(Private session at 10.16 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A.  That's fine by me.

MR HAYNES: Then can we go back into open session, please, your Honour?
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, there is a half-an-hour delay. When
you say something that you shouldn't I still have time to order the deletion, or the cut,
of the part in which you revealed an improper information, so don't worry.
Continue to pay attention, but we also have this possibility as well and so don't worry

about that.
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Court officer, please turn back into open session.

(Open session at 10.18 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, who would travel in Mr Bemba's vehicle from his residence to his office?

A. Inhis vehicle, when he went from the residence to the office for example, he
would be in the company of an attendant.

Q. Was that an attendant who was a close protection officer himself, or some other
person?

A.  The attendant so to speak, known in French as "convoyeur," were close
protection officers who were designated by the commander on the day on which they
were assigned, and the commander would proceed by identifying persons who
would drive along with Mr Bemba in his car as his close protection for that day.

Q. Thank you. And when the convoy arrived at the office, what was the system
for close protection of Mr Bemba at Kolombi?

A. You need to understand that the office I have referred to, or I have been
referring to, was permanently under guard. There were guards at the office at all
times. Now, when he got to the office, the attendant or convoyeur would then alight
and open the door of the car to allow Mr Bemba out of the vehicle and then
accompany him to the office. When they got to the office, he would place

Mr Bemba's suitcase, or briefcase, on the desk and then leave.

Since the office premises were guarded, those of us who travelled in the suite or in the
convoy would park in the appropriate places, while those who were in charge of
providing close protection to him on that day would take up their various positions

as well until he came to the end of the day's work and informed us that it was time to
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leave. We would then proceed in the same manner to take him back to his residence.
Q. And when Mr Bemba was at the office at Kolombi, what positions would the
close protection officers take up whilst he was inside the building?

A.  You see, there was a rotating shift system in place, and at the entrance to his
office there was always someone on guard at the door to his office and the persons
keeping watch knew what their shifts were and would then rotate accordingly.

There were also some guards in the front end, so to speak, and their rotation or their
shifts lasted one hour each.

Q. Intotal, how many close protection officers would travel with Mr Bemba from
his residence to his office?

A.  Those who were in his close protection unit on a daily basis were ten in number.
The intervention unit, or section, was made up of three men -- or, rather, 30, 30 men.
Q. Okay. And apart from the man who stood guard outside the office door,
where would the others in the close protection unit be deployed?

A. I--Thave told you that his office premises were guarded 24 on 24. Those who
were assigned there had various positions: at the entrance, towards the side on which
some homes were -- some houses were occupied by his collaborators. Then there
was also a jeep positioned at the entrance which we used to access the residence, and
those who were in charge of his close protection were positioned accordingly. So
there was a gate in the back and there was a main gate, at which points the close
protection men were positioned. There was also a bench near the meeting hall on
which some of the close protection men would be seated, waiting for their shifts in
turn.

Q. Okay, thank you. If Mr Bemba was going to hold a meeting with other

members of the MLC, where would that take place?
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A.  Meetings took place in the same building where his office was located. On the
ground floor there was a meeting hall.

Q. Okay. And what would be the security arrangements in the event of a meeting
taking place?

A.  Well, there were several kinds of meetings. When it was a meeting that he
organised with his national secretaries or other people that he worked with, he would
hold such meetings in a room. After spending some time in the room, the people in
charge of protocol would go and see whether everyone -- what was happening, you
see, and people would say to Mr Bemba that everyone had arrived and that they
should be seated.

The person who was in charge of the convoy would call and get all the various files
for the meeting and accompany him from his office to the meeting room, but it was
only about three metres. So the person in charge of the convoy, so to speak, would
accompany him from his office all the way to the meeting room and then he would
then withdraw.

If it was a meeting with other people that we didn't know very well, then we would
send security people into the room, two people, two or three. It would depend on
the size of the room. You see, the offices were not very big, and when the meetings
were held in the offices, we would only send two security people.

Q.  Where would the security people stand or sit if Mr Bemba was holding a
meeting with his national secretaries?

A. Isaid this: If he was holding a meeting with the national secretaries, people
that he worked with, at that time there would be no one in the room since this was a
working meeting. However, if it was a meeting with people that we did not know

very well who were not national secretaries, then we would assign security staff, one
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person who would be right beside Mr Bemba and another would stand at the back of
the room, to keep an eye on all the various participants at the meeting.

Q. Canyou recall any example of when it was decided that people were not very
well known and security was needed in the room?

A. Let me give you an example, a specific example. If he was supposed to meet
with people, for example, representatives of the people who would come from
various places surrounding the town of Gbadolite, or other people, in other words, a
kind of meeting with a lot of participants, we would have them go through metal
detectors. And if these people were not familiar to us, we would send security staff,
bodyguards, that is, into the room. And when he would receive people in his office,
we would send security officers wearing uniforms. We would send them to those
very places.

Q. Okay. Thank you very much. What about if he received foreign dignitaries
as visitors? Would there be security in the room then, or not? Or was there no
absolute rule?

A.  Well, if it so happened that he would receive a foreign dignitary or dignitaries
and if the meeting was in his office, we would not assign any security officers since
the topic of the discussions had to do with him and his guests. However, if the
meeting was held in the meeting room -- as I said earlier, there were several kinds of
visitors. Some were suspicious. When you looked at them, you sensed something.
And if that was the case, security officers would be sent into the room.

What's more, when they asked to put a security officer in there, we would obey the
order, and if they did not ask for a security officer, we would leave him with his
visitors and he could speak with them without any security officer in the room.

Q. Thank you. Iwant to go back to the residence now, if I may. What
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communications devices were available to Mr Bemba at his residence?

A. Thank you for your question. We had Motorolas and then we had telephones
after that. We would communicate with him directly using the Motorolas.

Q. What do you mean by a telephone?

A.  Well, when I said "telephone," I meant this. A communications company came
and set up operations and put them in before we let for Kinshasa. The company in
question was called Vodacom. They came and they set up antenna, and when they
did that, the people that he worked with had cell phones. In the offices, there were
cell phones. That happened towards the end, before we went to the capital, but most
of the time we would use the Motorolas. I'm talking about our own particular unit,
the protection services.

Q. Okay. Do youremember when Vodacom installed the system just before you
went to Kinshasa?

A. It was before 2003, before we left for Kinshasa. It was in the middle of the year
2002, some time after we left Gbadolite and we went to Kinshasa.

Q. Okay. What system of communication existed before the installation of the
Vodacom antenna?

A. Tjustsaid, before that we only had Motorolas. If I were to talk about the radio
communications, I would say that they had radios that allowed them to speak to our
agents in Basankusu and even people who were further away.

Q. Okay. Areyou familiar with the communications centre in Gbadolite during
2002/2003?

A. The communications centre existed not just between 2002 and 2003. It existed
everywhere, in all the places where the headquarters were located.

THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: In the previous reply the witness
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ended his sentence saying, "And even those who were at the front."

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Are you familiar with the way in which messages were recorded at the
communication centre?

A.  Well, the people in the best position to answer that question are the operators.
They were the ones who were responsible for that work.

Q. How were messages at the communications centre delivered to Mr Bemba?

A. Thank you for your question. Let me give you an example. Our officers in
Basankusu, Gemena, Lisala or Bazongo (phon) or elsewhere, if they sent a message,
the messages would arrive at the radio transmission centre and these offices had a
communications log-book. Any message intended for Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba was
recorded in the log-book. If a message was intended for the Chief of General Staff,
the message would be recorded in his transmission log-book. That was done for all
the other services.

So what procedure was used by the service to pass on messages to Mr Bemba? The
officers within this unit would take the log-book - the transmission log-book - and ask
for permission to see them and would take the log-book to his living room, or salon,
along with the close protection officers. After putting down these log-books
intended for Mr Bemba, these officers would leave the premises and go back to where
they were posted.

Q. Thank you very much. Were the books with the messages in ever handed to
close protection officers?

A.  The officers within the transmission centre would take the log-books and go and
give them to Mr Bemba. After he had read the messages he would call them on the

Motorola and have them come back and take the log-books, and we would hear the
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communications because we were right by them. We were very close to where they
were.

Now, when Mr Bemba asked them to come and fetch the log-book, the security
person would accompany the communications officer who would go and get the
log-book and then go back to his particular unit.

MR HAYNES: Thank you. Ithink we're going to have to go into private session,
which might finish this session of questioning.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
(Private session at 10.49 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q.  Sir, (Redacted) did you ever read a

book of messages that were taken to him from the communications centre?

A. Thank you for your question. Mr Bemba's log-books, well, (Redacted)
(Redacted) we were not allowed to

read the contents of those log-books. That was part of our code of ethics as the
(Redacted)

Q. Iwant to come on to something else. Did you ever, (Redacted)

(Redacted) ever see him walk out on to

his veranda and make a telephone or radio call in which he gave orders to
commanders?

A. Thank you. You must realise this: When Mr Bemba was communicating with
people within his residence, he would use a satellite telephone. You see, there was a
wire that was linked to this particular piece of equipment, so he didn't have to go

outside to make a call. Even when he used the Motorolas to call, he didn't need to go
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outside to make a call. He would do so within his residence.

Q. And lastly this: (Redacted) were you ever within

the room when he was holding a meeting with his national deputies?

A. Onno day was I ever present in the room. There were some people who were
in charge of that. That was not part of my tasks. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  Sir, are you aware of the fact that in October 2002 an MLC unit crossed over into
the Central African Republic?

A.  Yes, that'sright. It wasin October. When some disturbances occurred in
Bangui, our troops crossed over at that time.

Q.  What did you know about that before the troops crossed over?

A. Well, (Redacted)

(Redacted), I learned that there were some disturbances in the Central African Republic
and that Mr Bemba had received a request to provide support to Mr Patassé. That is
why he had to speak to him to determine how he could provide assistance to the
other side.

Q. Do you remember when and how you learned that?

A. Ilearned of that through the Chief of General Staff. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

MR HAYNES: Okay, thank you very much. I think we'll be taking a break now.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 10.58 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, it's 11 o'clock. It's time for us to have

our half-an-hour break, give you the opportunity to take some rest, a cup of coffee, a
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cup of tea, and our interpreters as well, they need to take their break. We'll be back
at 11.30.

The hearing is suspended.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.58 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.34 a.m.)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, welcome back.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your testimony?
THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I quite agree.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes.

MR HAYNES: Your Honour, thank you very much.

Q. And welcome back, sir.

A. Thank you.

Q.  Sir, before the break we were really talking about security arrangements for
Mr Bemba when he was in Gbadolite. I want to move on now to talk about security
arrangements when he left Gbadolite. Did Mr Bemba leave Gbadolite from time to
time?

A.  Yes, from time to time we would go to various countries as part of his service.
Yes, from time to time we would leave the country.

Q. Can we concentrate on the period leading up to your going to Kinshasa, so the
end of 2002 and the first half of 2003. Did Mr Bemba travel very widely during that
period?

A. At that time, he would travel quite a bit. He went to several different African

countries.
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Q.  Sir, I know it's ten years or so ago. Can you remember what countries he
visited in the last part of 2002 and the beginning of 2003?

A. Tl tell you the various countries; a number of countries we visited. For
example we were in Gabon, in South Africa; twice or three times to Gabon to visit the
late President Bongo, and we went there two or three times or perhaps even more
often than that. And here in the country where -- in the country that I now live in,
we were there. We were there twice. Burkina Faso, we went there, and even Cote
D'lIvoire we went there. Uganda, several times, and even to Tripoli. At that time,
Mr Bemba was travelling a great deal. Not a week went by without him leaving
Gbadolite. We travelled quite a bit.

Q. If you can't answer this question please say so, but can you give us an estimate
of the percentage of time he spent away from Gbadolite during the period October
2002 to March 2003?

A.  Well, to put it briefly I would say this: 85 per cent of the time -- well, between
85 and 95 per cent of the time we were outside of Gbadolite. We were travelling
quite a bit because it was a time of negotiation, so he was travelling quite a bit. We
might be in Gbadolite for a short period of time to prepare for a trip to Kinshasa.

Q. Okay. And what personal security arrangements took place when Mr Bemba
left Gbadolite?

A. Thaven't understood your question. Could you repeat it?

Q. Absolutely. What would happen if, for example, Mr Bemba were to leave
Gbadolite and fly to South Africa? What security arrangements would be in place?
A. To go to a foreign country, it was necessary to have various administrative
papers such as a passport, as well as a visa. In our particular situation, the guards

who had been designated -- well, one particular team would be designated to go and
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protect Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba overseas and they had a document that served as a
passport. It was one of our administrative documents. But from a security point of
view, in actual fact, it was well-organised by the detachment, be it leaving the country
or in -- everything was organised on the basis of the particular detachments because
we didn't want any particular group to feel neglected or offended.

Q.  What size of unit would go with him on a foreign visit?

A. Inmost cases, no more than five. For some trips (Redacted) a single

officer from the detachment, but for the most part it would be five people: (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) Never more than five.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
(Private session at 11.45 a.m.) * Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. Very well. Thave understood.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn back into open session.
(Open session at 11.47 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR HAYNES:
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Q.  Sir, I want to ask about two particular places. I assume you know where
Zongo is, do you?

A.  Yes, I certainly do know where Zongo is. It is facing the capital of the Central
African Republic.

Q.  And if Mr Bemba were to travel from Gbadolite to Zongo, by what method
would he travel?

A. Inorder to go to Zongo, it was easier to travel by plane. Otherwise, we would
have to take a different path and go to Gemena, do a bit of a detour if we went by
road. It was actually easier to travel by plane.

Q.  Sir, do you remember a little while ago we were talking about the MLC unit that
crossed over into the Central African Republic in October 2002?

A. Thaven't understood. Could you repeat your question, please?

Q. Yes. Earlier this morning, before the break, we were talking about the MLC
military unit that went to the Central African Republic in October 2002. Do you
remember we were talking about that?

A. Yes, we did talk about that. I know that.

Q. WhatI want to know is whether Mr Bemba went to address that unit in Zongo
before they crossed the river? Can you help us?

A. He did not have any discussions with the soldiers.

Q. Before the unit crossed, did he go to Zongo?

A. Hedid not go to Zongo. It was not -- it wasn't important for him to go to
Zongo. The Chief of General Staff went.

Q. Okay. Now, during the time that the MLC troops were in the Central African
Republic, did Mr Bemba ever travel to Bangui?

A.  Yes, I do know that at that time during the war twice we went to Bangui.
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Q. Do you know the dates of those visits?

A.  The first visit was early in November 2002, shortly before the war began in the
Central African Republic. It was early November 2002. After that, once again
during that same period of time, 25 December, we left and went there once again.

5 December 2002. We went to pick up his wife and children. They had gone to that
country to celebrate Christmas and New Year's with Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba.

Okay. Can we talk about the first visit? Did the commander go on that visit?
Yes, I also travelled during that period. We left and then we came back.

What size was the close protection detachment that went with Mr Bemba?

We left with five people.

S

Does the name Diku Dickens mean anything to you?

A. Yes, that name is familiar to me, Diku Dickens. He was one of the members of
the close protection unit of Mr Bemba. He was within the first detachment, Diku
Dickens.

Q. Did he go on the visit to Bangui that you're talking about?

A.  First of all, you must realise that we were organised. Each trip was handled by
one particular detachment. That particular trip, well, during that trip it was the
third detachment that was supposed to be in charge of the security of Mr Jean-Pierre
Bemba.

Q. Thank you. How did Mr Bemba travel to Bangui during this first visit?

A.  We left Gbadolite early in the afternoon. We were aboard his helicopter. We
landed in Zongo and then after that we crossed over.

Q. How did you cross over?

A.  When leaving the Zongo airfield -- when we landed at the Zongo airfield the

pilots remained with two people who were supposed to take care of the plane. We
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left on board a vehicle. We left the airfield and went to the port. We crossed over
on a boat and some chairs had been placed in the boat. We crossed over and we
reached the beach in Bangui.

Q.  Where did Mr Bemba go after he arrived at the beach in Bangui?

A.  Once at the beach in Bangui, we met an escort from the presidency which had
been waiting for us. It was made up of a jeep and another vehicle, or rather two
other vehicles with soldiers in them, and then there was another vehicle which we
rode in. MTr Jean-Pierre Bemba used the vehicle that had been sent to him by late
President Patassé. The driver of that vehicle was of the Presidential Guard and the
escort commander was also from the Presidential Guard. So the first lead car was a
jeep, then Mr Bemba's jeep followed and the third jeep was the one in which I rode,
along with the Chief of General Staff. We were part of an escort which went right to
the residence of late President Patassé.

Upon arrival at his residence, the jeep in which Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba was driving
entered the residence and the rest of the convoy remained outside; outside of the
residence.

Q. Did Mr Bemba go anywhere after he had been to the president's residence?

A. Thank you. Once he entered the residence of late President Patassé, well, we
remained in there for about ten to 15 minutes and then left for another destination
thereafter.

Q. What was the other destination?

A. Thank you. You see, when we left President Patassé's residence, we were not
the only ones to have left that residence at that time. MTr Jean-Pierre Bemba and
President Patassé used the same vehicle, while we were part of the escort that went to

the military camp.
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Q.  What is the name of the military camp?

A. IfI am not mistaken, it was a camp whose first letter was "B." I think "Béal," or
something like that. I'm not quite sure what the name of the camp was, Camp Béal.
Q. And what happened at this military camp?

A.  When the convoy got there, we met the officers who were at the camp. They
received us. They received President Patassé and Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba. Some 15
or 20 minutes thereafter, given that we did not spend much time there, we -- well, I
did not quite understand you.

Q.  The officers at this camp, were they Central African, or Congolese, or both?

A.  There was no Congolese officer among them. They were entirely Central
African officers. And, if I'm not mistaken, when we arrived at the camp President
Patassé introduced us to an officer. He was a colonel, but I forget his name. I,
however, do recall that his first name was Thierry. He was introduced to

Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, and the president introduced him to Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba
and told him that this was the officer in charge of the operations office and that he
was in charge of designing and planning the operations.

Q.  Where did Mr Bemba go when he left the camp?

A. Before answering your question, let me add some further information to a
previous answer. You see, when we finished and while President Patassé was near
the vehicle, he asked the following of Colonel Thierry, "Where are those vehicles that
you captured from the insurgents?", and Thierry pointed at two vehicles which did
not belong to the soldiers. So we entered the vehicles and went back to President
Patassé's residence. Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba's vehicle, or the vehicle in which

Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba was riding with Mr Patassé, entered into the residence while

we remained outside.
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1 Q. Anddid Mr Bemba go anywhere after that?
2 A. Yes. After dropping off President Patassé at his residence, shortly thereafter
3  we were asked to leave the area. Then we drove towards the beach in Bangui, and at
4 that time the soldiers who were part of our convoy, or escort, told us that we were
5 rather going to drive to PK12. So the answer to your question is that we left that
6 area and the commander of the Republican Guard was at the head of the escort, or the
7 convoy, and that was in fact the first time that I saw him.
8 Behind him was the vehicle in which Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba was riding, and the
9 convoy was set up in a similar manner as previously. Then we drove to PK12.
10 Q. What happened at PK12?
11 A. Thankyou. When we got to PK12, the ALC and Central African troops were
12 parading while waiting our arrival, or performing some drills; some military drills.
13 Q. How long did Mr Bemba remain at PK12?
14 A. Wedid not spend much time there, maybe 15 to 20 minutes. According to the
15 programme, we were expected to leave President Patassé's residence, go to the camp
16  and we spent about 15 to 20 minutes only at the camp.
17 Q. What happened during the time Mr Bemba was in PK12?
18 A. He spoke to the troops in Lingala, but he also spoke to them in French.
19 Q. Andhow long were you -- sorry, how long was Mr Bemba in the Central
20  African Republic in total?
21 A. Going by the chronology which I have just mentioned we did not spend much
22  time at President Patassé's residence, maybe 15 minutes. Then we went to the camp,
23 where we spent some 20 minutes, and then we returned to the president's residence
24 where we spent a few minutes before leaving for PK12. Well, you see, twelve

25 kilometres is not such a long distance, so when we went to PK12 that did not take
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much time. So, putting all that together, I would say that we did not spend up to
two hours.

Q. Thank you. Can we briefly come on to the second time that Mr Bemba went to
the Central African Republic during the conflict? Can you tell us a little about that?
A. Thave just provided you the reasons for which that trip on 25 December 2002
had taken place. Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, his wife and -- Mr Bemba's wife and
children were coming back from Belgium. They landed in the Central African
Republic and we went to fetch them and take them to Gbadolite, so that they may
spend Christmas and New Year holidays together in Gbadolite.

So we left Gbadolite in the morning in an Antonov aircraft, we landed at the Bangui
airport and I do recall that the airport was identified as the M'Poko airport. Those of
you who are familiar with Bangui, you would know that it is called the M'Poko
airport.

So we arrived in Bangui one hour before their plane arrived. They came in an Air
France aeroplane. There was an officer whose name was Albatross who was there.

I heard that name being mentioned over the Motorola communications devices. It is
that officer who received us in the VIP lounge, where Mr Bemba was received. Then
the Air France plane landed, and at that point when it landed Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba
did not leave the lounge where he was to go collect his wife. Rather, someone was
in charge of protocol and it is that protocol officer who went to collect the delegation.
That person, who was from the presidency and who was part of the protocol services,
then went to the aircraft and welcomed Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba's wife and their
children. He then took them to the VIP Lounge. We then waited for their luggage.
So the protocol officers took their boarding passes and gave them to our protocol

officer, and together, along with the other person from the Presidential Guard, they
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went to fetch the luggage which they then brought to the aircraft.

Thereafter we stood up, and Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, his children and his wife, together
with the rest of us, went to the Antonov plane, which then took off for Gbadolite.

Q. Thank you very much. Sir, apart from the two visits you've described to us,
did Mr Bemba visit the Central African Republic between October 2002 and

March 2003?

A. It wasnotin March 2003. It was in early November 2002 that we made that
trip. The purpose of the trip was to meet President Patassé in early November 2002.
That was the first trip.

The second trip took place on 25 December 2002.

I also do remember that before the conflict broke out in Bangui, we had travelled to
Kampala in Uganda. The flight schedule was as follows: MTr Jean-Pierre Bemba
wanted us to land in Bangui, and that was between 25 and 26 October. Then we left
Kampala to Bangui.

When we landed in Bangui, we spent some time in the craft and the pilots were
wondering how much kerosene or how much fuel needed to be added to the craft.
They made the necessary calculations and Mr Bemba provided them with the
necessary funds.

So we left the aircraft for the VIP Lounge, where we spent some time. He had a
discussion with the officer in charge of security at the airport. He was an officer of
the Presidential Guard. I do notknow how he contacted him, but all I know is that a
vehicle came to fetch us while the pilots were refuelling the plane.

So we left the airport for some shopping at a supermarket down-town, if I'm not
mistaken. In any event I am not very familiar with Bangui, so I might be mistaken

given that one cannot be familiar with a city in one day.
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1  What happened then is that we went to a supermarket for shopping and then went

2  back to the airport in a vehicle. By that time all that needed to be done had been

3 done by the pilots, and we then boarded the plane and flew to Gbadolite.

4 Q. Thank you very much. Iwantto move on to something completely different

5 now and that is the vehicles used by Mr Bemba in Gbadolite during the period of the

6 conflict in Bangui. Do you understand?

7 A. Please kindly repeat your question. There was some interference and I didn't

8 hear it well.

9 Q. Certainly. In Gbadolite, what motor vehicles were at Mr Bemba's disposal?
10 A. In Gbadolite Mr Bemba had a GD vehicle, old model. It was grey in colour.
11 He also had a jeep with a steering wheel on the right side, right-hand side. It was a
12 Lexus, black in colour, a vehicle which he used personally. Then he also owned a
13 Range Rover, navy blue in colour, which he used to travel to Gbadolite. He gave
14 that vehicle to Mr Olivier. Idon't know if I am free to mention anybody's name? If
15 necessary, we may need to go into private session.

16 Q. Idon'tthink you have to worry about Mr Olivier.

17  Amongst the vehicles used by Mr Bemba, was there a blue Pajero?

18 A. There was no blue Pajero at the residence. Ihave just told you that he had

19  three vehicles: GD-300, a black Lexus and an old model Range Rover. Those are

20  the three vehicles that he used.

21 Q. After the conflict in the Central African Republic was over, did you become

22  aware of any members of the MLC being in possession of vehicles that had come from
23  Bangui?

24 A. Thank you for that question. The Chief of General Staff had a vehicle, it was a

25  white Nissan, and this vehicle came from the front. That was the vehicle that he was
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1  using, but I don't know which front it had come from. Jean-Louis, who was
2 responsible for intelligence services, had a Suzuki Samurai, white in colour, and he
3  himself said that he had received that vehicle as a gift; a gift from President Patassé.
4 Q. Apartfrom those two, did you notice any other vehicles around town?
5 A. No. Other than those two vehicles, there was the one that was used by the
6 Chief of General Staff, the white Nissan, and then there was the Suzuki Samurai, also
7 white, driven by the Head of Intelligence Services. I couldn't say that there were
8 other vehicles from the outside. No, you see, Gbadolite is a small town and really if
9 youhad a vehicle of any kind, even a small one, people would know definitely.
10  People would most definitely know the vehicles driving around town.
11 MRHAYNES: Sir, thank you very much. Idon't have any further questions for
12 you.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much, Mr Haynes.
14 Mr Witness, now the Prosecution will start questioning you. I therefore give the
15 floor to Maitre Badibanga, am I correct? Maitre Badibanga.
16 MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you. Iwill also accept your kind offer
17  to remain seated while examining the witness. Thank you.
18 QUESTIONED BY MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)
19 Q. Good afternoon, Witness.
20 A. Good afternoon.
21 Q. I'msureyou'll recall thatIintroduced myself to you a few days ago. As the
22 Presiding Judge just said, I'm Jean-Jacques Badibanga and I work within the Office of
23  the Prosecutor. I will be asking you a number of questions to follow up on your
24 previous testimony. Is that fine by you?

25 A. I'matyour disposal, Counsel.
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MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Perhaps we could begin -- could we go into
private session, your Honour?

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
(Private session at 12.35 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session

THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, Madam President.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

Q.  Witness, things have gone very well so far and I believe you've been able to
make this distinction that we have between questioning in open session and in
private session. Now, most of my questions will be in open session, but if ever you
have the impression that your answer might lead to your being identified then ask us
if we can go into private session.

When we are in private session, only the people in this courtroom can hear what
you're saying; namely the Judges, of course, the legal representatives of victims, the
Defence team and the Prosecution team. That being the case, the general public
outside the courtroom will not hear what you are saying.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Thank you. Yes, I listened carefully to what you just said.

Witness, now you said that you were born on (Redacted) is that correct?

That is correct. That is my date of birth.

You also said that you were (Redacted); is that correct?

Yes, that is correct.

S

When the Defence counsel asked you what your age was you said that he could
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do the math himself and determine the age at which you entered the army, and I did
that calculation myself and it would appear that you were (Redacted); is

that correct?

A.  Yes, I was pretty much the youngest one amongst all the (Redacted)

Q.  Soyou turned (Redacted)

(Redacted) Was that a

customary practice within the army of Zaire at the time, because that was during the
time of Mr Mobutu? (Redacted)

A.  Within my own particular year or group, there were young people; young
people who ate alot. There were five or six (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Could you explain what (Redacted) means? This morning you

mentioned -- this is today's transcript, real-time, page 11, lines 8 to 10. And, you see,
I was preparing my cross-examination as we went along, your Honour, so I went by
the French transcript. I could provide the English transcript later.

So at page 11, lines 8 to 10, of today's transcript you said, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)"

Could you explain what (Redacted) was?

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)
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Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Did you receive training, military training, any kind of military training?
A.  Yes, (Redacted) I did take basic training. This training occurred within the
(Redacted)

Q. How long did that training last for?

A. It was twelve months. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. And (Redacted) that was the only training that you had as part -- as
(Redacted) is that correct?

A. No, that's not right. There was (Redacted) training that I also took.

Q. Could you tell us more about that training?

A.  (Redacted) we did training with some (Redacted) trainers. It was an
(Redacted) and I received a diploma at the end of that particular training.
THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: (Redacted)

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

How long did that training take?

Nine months.

And was that training in the Congo, or did you have to travel abroad?

It was nine months of training that we spent (Redacted), in the Congo.

o > 0 > 0O

Now, you said that the trainers were from (Redacted). What language did they
give the training in?
A.  Well, the trainer spoke English, and we had an (Redacted)

(Redacted).
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Q. And what language did that interpreter work into? What language -- towards
which language did he translate the words of that (Redacted) instructor?

A.  The instructor spoke English and (Redacted) translated into French.

Q. And was your French strong enough to take all of this training, or was it
necessary to have another translation done this time into Lingala?

A.  Yes, the people who had higher ranks amongst us -- well, I don't know whether
I can give the person's name. The highest-ranking person, each time we had a hard
time understanding what we were being told in French he would explain to us in
Lingala.

Q. Now, although there was translation from French into Lingala, after nine
months of training by (Redacted) trainers were you able to speak English then?

A. No. Those people gave the training, but to speak English you do have to take
training, go to school, to study English.

Q. Irather agree with you, Witness, on that particular point.

Now, other than that training, did you take any other training?

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. And who provided that training?

A.  Atthat time it was also some (Redacted) who were specialists in providing (Redacted)
(Redacted) They gave the

training.

Q. Now, is this also in the Congo?

A.  Yes, it was in the Congo, (Redacted)

Q. And what year was that?
A

I told you. We began the training - (Redacted)
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Nine months later we rested for three months and then after that we began some
more training, and if you do the math you'll realise how much time that was; how
much time later that was.

Q. Did you just say (Redacted)

A. (Redacted), that is when we finished the (Redacted) We rested, and

then three months later we began some other training in -- to become professional
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

How many candidates were there?

A.  First of all, I think it's important for you to realise that the same number who
was selected for the course was 150, and at the end of (Redacted)

there were 60 of us who completed the training. The 60 of us were given the
opportunity to take the training to become professional (Redacted)

(Redacted) did you receive any

more training?

A.  After that training, I had that opportunity -- well, because you see my -- the
authorities went and sent me to learn (Redacted)

Q. Was there some special reason why they chose to give you this training, teach
(Redacted)

A.  Well, you see, as part of my work as a person who was involved in
(Redacted), it was important for some of us to (Redacted) so

as to facilitate the work and the special operations. So, you see, I learned (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q.  (Redacted) training, did you receive more training after that?

A. (Redacted) I took some courses to retrain in the area of
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1 (Redacted)
2 Q. And this retraining occurred in the Congo; is that correct?
3 A. That'sright, in Congo (Redacted).
4 Q. Well, let's see if we can manage to get to the end of all the training that you
5 received. Did you receive more training after that?
6 A. Yes, Idid take other training and other retraining. Ihad other retraining
7 opportunities.
8 Q. Now, Witness, unless there's some important training that you think you should
9 tell us about - and if you think it's useful, please tell us - but other than that I'd just
10  like to review -- well, this is something that follows up on what we were talking about
11  earlier. Within the MLC, were there other (Redacted)
12 A. Yes. Notinthe MLC but in the ALC, there were a number of officers who had
13  come from (Redacted)
14 Q. Thank you for being so specific. When I said "MLC" I was also thinking of the
15 armed wing, but thank you for telling us that (Redacted) officers were in the MLC.
16  Now, could you tell us whether we're talking about perhaps a dozen (Redacted)
17  officers, or would it be more like 100 (Redacted) officers?
18 A. Thankyou. Do you want me to give you their names, or only the number of
19  officers?
20 Q. (Nointerpretation)
21 A. Imay notbe able to give you the exact number, but I would think that there
22 were about ten of them in number.
23 Q. When you referred to them as "officers," should I take it that they were of a
24  (Redacted)

25 A. Yes, thatis correct. There were captains, majors and colonels.
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Q.  Were there any non-commissioned officers - former non-commissioned
officers — (Redacted) who joined the ALC?

A.  Yes, there were some non-commissioned officers, sergeants, first class sergeants,
and they were however deployed at different fronts. In fact, (Redacted)
(Redacted) there were also (Redacted) soldiers who had joined

the ALC.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  Witness, mindful of the explanations you have provided to the Court and also
aware that some (Redacted) officers were members of the ALC, how is it that
(Redacted) Do

you know why (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A.  You must understand, first of all, that the one who caused me to leave Gemena
and come to be with Jean-Pierre Bemba was a (Redacted) I don't know if I can
mention his name?

Q.  Yes, you can mention his name. We are in private session. We are talking
about your professional or career background and that's why I'm raising all these
questions with you. We are in private session, so please feel free.

A. Thank you. (Redacted)

(Redacted) a former (Redacted) officer.

Q.  Witness, I take it that many people were introduced to Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba.
My question then is (Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Private Session)

(Redacted)

A.  The answer to your question is quite simple. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted) namely that is until Mr Bemba left the DRC; is that correct?
A. Thatis correct. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. Can we then draw the conclusion, Witness, that you enjoy (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A.  (Redacted) Ithink]I got that position

because of my training. I did my job professionally in providing (Redacted)
(Redacted) that would have enabled (Redacted) without any problems.

That is the reason for which I served (Redacted) for that long.

Q. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) throughout that time; throughout that
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1 period.
2  (Redacted)
3 (Redacted) Could one then conclude, or
4 draw the conclusion, that you were (Redacted)? Is that the case?
5 A No. Yousee, personally I only got to know (Redacted) when I began to work (Redacted)
6 (Redacted). Thatis how we got to know (Redacted). You see, when someone is in charge
7 (Redacted), you ought to know (Redacted) very well. And so if he did
8 not know (Redacted) he would not have had (Redacted) for those purposes, but as
9 to the length of service it is all a matter of the quality of work performed and nothing
10  else.
11 Q. Letme put the question to you in another way. (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14 A. (Redacted). Iaccepted to testify (Redacted) because I want to
15 help the Judges to see the truth in relation to what I know, (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17 Q. Do you know what Mr Bemba is being tried for? Do you know what charges
18 stand against him in this Court?
19 A. Idonotknow the specifics. AllIknow is that it is in relation to the events that
20  took place between 2002 and 2003 in the Central African Republic.
21 Q. Inthatregard, what do you know? Do youhave anidea? Do you have an
22  opinion about what he is being tried for in relation to that period, 2002/2003?
23 A. I--infact, it is not for me to express any opinion. I am not a lawyer.
24 Q. Iwasnot asking for your opinion as a lawyer. I was simply asking for your

25 opinion as an individual (Redacted)
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1 Inany event, let us move on to something else. Mr Witness, when Mr Bemba left the
2 DRC in 2006 or 2007, when there were incidents following those elections in the DRC,
3  (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7 (Redacted)
8 (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)
11  (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16  (Redacted) Now, that's why I'm surprised that under the dramatic
17  circumstances that unfolded at the time that (Redacted)
18 (Redacted) Isn't that
19  the case?
20 A. No, thatis not the case. (Redacted)
21 (Redacted)
22  (Redacted)
23  (Redacted)
24  (Redacted)

25 A. Thank you for that question. (Redacted)
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(Private Session)

(Redacted), I have not had any contact with him
whatsoever.

Q. Canyou tell us the date (Redacted)
(Redacted)

A. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-336-Red-ENG WT 26-08-2013 46/78 NB T
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(Redacted) from that day 'til today I have not had any contact

with him. (Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Madam President, I would like to break here,
to stop here for the break.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
(Open session at 1.28 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, it's 1.30. We will have now a longer
break in order to allow you to have lunch, to take some rest. We will resume at

3 o'clock.

The hearing is suspended.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

(Recess taken at 1.28 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 3.05 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good afternoon and welcome back.

The Chamber was informed that Prosecution wanted to address the Chamber before
the witness is brought into the transmission room. So, Maitre Badibanga?

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) And I thank you, Madam President.

This is merely a question of procedure. It so happens that we received last Friday, as

26.08.2013 Page 48



Pursuant to Trial Chamber |11 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038, ICC-01/05-01/08-T-336-Red-ENG WT 26-08-2013 49/78 NB T
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0025

all parties and participants, the schedule that the Defence was suggesting for this
week, for the appearance of witnesses for this week and for the coming weeks. On
the basis of this schedule, there was I believe a mistake, because the witnesses were to
be indicated in the -- in succession as the Defence had suggested, but I believe that the
Witness 36 was indicated as due to commence this afternoon.

However, the most salient point that I wanted to address was that, even though this
witness will not start testifying today - we shall be finishing off with the current
witness - we have not yet received the list of documents that the Defence will use for
this witness.

We do understand that there are or may be some difficulties in the order of
appearance of said witnesses, but I do believe that the Defence has been aware that
this witness was part of a group of witnesses that was due to appear, and the
instructions that you gave in this case are very clear; that is that the -- that seven days
before the witness appears, the calling party should respect that duration of time, and
it's three days for the other party.

Now, the court officer has requested that we disclose the list of documents that we
intend to use, and we will be in a position to do so once we have seen the list of
documents that the Defence intends to use.

I believe that we have been very flexible in the matter. I do not believe that the
Defence would have been equally flexible had there been chaos in the appearance of
Prosecution witnesses, but I do believe that we need to revisit or return to a normal
state of operation and that the documents necessary for our work be disclosed in a
timely manner so that we are able to respond in a timely manner.

These are the matters I wanted to broach. We -- with reference to Witness 36, we do

not know when he is due to commence to appear to testify and we have not yet
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received the list of documents, and I thank you, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes?

MR HAYNES: Yes, it seems that there are two or three points that need a response.
The first is that the information we were working on in relation to the current witness,
number 25, was that he was one of those witnesses who was, for reasons unknown,
unable to endure a full day of giving evidence and accordingly, when we composed
the list of witnesses subject to your order before 4 p.m. last Friday, we included
Witness 25 as a witness for the morning and Witness 36 as a witness for the afternoon
session.

Subsequent to the filing of that list, we were informed that VWU had revised their
view of his capabilities and Witness 25 was a witness who could endure a full day of
giving evidence and, accordingly, Witness 36 therefore became a sequential rather
than a concurrent witness.

I appreciate it is a matter of courtesy, and for the discourtesy I apologise, but the
absence of a list of documents in the case of Witness 36 is indicated or it is intended to
indicate that we do not intend to use any documents with him and, if any more
formal confirmation of that is required, then we can send a message round very
shortly.

I'hadn't actually appreciated that anything in the Chamber's orders about the service
of documents by the parties and participants made the service of a list by a
cross-examining party consequential upon the service of a list by the calling party and
I do not believe it is, but I have some sympathy, but now that Mr Badibanga knows
that we intend to use no documents with Witness 36, I assume we can anticipate
receiving his list in very short order.

That's frankly all I think requires a response at this stage.

26.08.2013 Page 50



Pursuant to Trial Chamber |11 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038, ICC-01/05-01/08-T-336-Red-ENG WT 26-08-2013 51/78 NB T
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0025

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Do you want to add anything, Mr Badibanga?

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Yes. Ishall be very brief, Madam President.

I do also recall that you clearly directed that, when one does not have the intention of
using any documents, this should also be formally indicated or disclosed. So I'm just
reminding you of an order that you made on that subject.

I do understand, of course, the difficulties that the Defence is up against, but what is
important to note in this instance is that in view of the limited information that we
have in the summaries, I would say that, yes, the list of documents that the Defence
intends to use is part of our preparation process. So we are attempting to ascertain
as much information as possible and this information, or this list of documents, will
often allow us to ascertain exactly which tack they're going to take when questioning
the witness.

I do not have anything further to add. Thank you, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Unless Mr Haynes wanted to add anything, I think
we can --

MR HAYNES: No, thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: So I ask, please -- so just before we bring the witness
in, I think very soon all parties and participants will receive a request from the
Chamber, mainly the Defence, of course, in terms of re-doing its calendar for the next
witnesses, even taking into account that at least one day in which there is no -- we
cannot sit. No, that day was not being included. Anyway, the parties will receive a
message from the Chamber - all parties and participants copied of course - asking for
the updating on the calendar proposed by -- proposed by Defence.

Ms Fatiah, please could you bring the witness?

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): Thank you, Madam President. Yes.
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(The witness enters the video-link room)

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, welcome back.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, good afternoon, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Could you take some rest during the break?

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, I did take some time to rest and I have had
some food as well and I'm feeling fine.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Therefore I'll give back the floor to the Prosecution,
who will continue with your questioning. If for any reason you need a break, just let
us know. We are planning to have a two-hour session this afternoon.

Maitre Badibanga, you have the floor.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Thank you very much, Madam President.

Q. Good afternoon, Mr Witness. Hello again.

A.  Yes, good afternoon.

Q. Now, Mr Witness, I suggest that we start off this afternoon in public session - in
open session - so please do not say anything that might identify you. AsIsaid at an
earlier stage, you need to be careful and speak in general terms whenever mentioning
yourself and also, if you deem it necessary, then please request that we move into
private session. Is that all right with you? Can you remember to do that?

A.  Yes, I have followed what you said very closely.

Q.  This morning, counsel for Defence asked you as follows, and this is on page 29
of the real-time transcript from line 13 onwards, "Sir, do you know whether -- do you
know that in October 2002 an MLC unit went over the border to go into the Central
African Republic?" You answered saying, "Yes, indeed, that was in the month of
October when there were troops in Bangui. Our troops then made the crossing at

that time."
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1 And inresponse --
2 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Maitre, I am so sorry to interrupt you, but in the end
3 Idon't know if you are asking for an open session or not, because you were just
4  instructing the witness and --
5 MRBADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Ido apologise, Madam President. Ihad
6 noticed that we were in open session. I wanted to continue in such a vein, but I was
7 aware that some information could be of difficulty, but I wanted to approach this
8 theme from a general perspective.
9 Q. Now, Mr Witness, what I was attempting to say was that at that moment in time
10  you knew that in October 2002 there was this operation that took place, and what I
11 am attempting to ascertain with you, we are returning to the manner in which you
12 heard this piece of information. Did you hear it through Mr Bemba himself, or other
13 members in his immediate entourage, that that operation had occurred at that time?
14 A. Thankyou. Isaid it was the Chief of General Staff who had informed me of
15  this.
16 Q. Do you know how many MLC soldiers took part in this operation that
17 commenced in the month of October 2002, as you said?
18 A. Thank you once again. I do not know how many people were involved.
19 Q. Do youknow at least how many units were involved in this operation?
20 A. Thave not quite grasped what you just asked. Could you please repeat your
21  question?
22 Q. Yousay that you do not know how many soldiers were involved, how many
23  soldiers went there, but do you have any idea as to whether this was the size of a
24 platoon, or a company, or a battalion, or a brigade, or a number of brigades, as to the

25 number of people involved? Do you have any idea as to the number of persons

26.08.2013 Page 53



Pursuant to Trial Chamber |11 ‘s Orders, |CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038, ICC-01/05-01/08-T-336-Red-ENG WT 26-08-2013 54/78 NB T
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0025

involved in this sense?

A. Ibelieve that those who had crossed over, well, I believe that there was at least a
battalion that made that crossing.

Q. And in general terms, sir, how many soldiers were there in a battalion within
the ALC?

A.  Well, to provide an adequate response to your question, this all depends on the
type of organisation with regard to a battalion, but our battalions within our
organisation could comprise up to 600 people, or individuals.

Q. Do you know the name of the battalion that made the crossing over to the
Central African Republic? Did it have a name?

A. No, I do not know the name of the battalion, but I do know that those who
made the crossing were from the MLC.

Q. And do you know the name of the commander who headed up this operation
and who headed up this battalion?

A.  Well, I know that the person in charge of the ALC was Jean Moustapha.

Q. And did Jean Moustapha go by any other name, or did you only know him by
this name; i.e. Jean Moustapha?

A. Idid notsay "Jean Moustapha." Iknow that it was General Moustapha.

Q. Idoapologise. Idonotknow quite what came out in the English
interpretation, but in the French interpretation I heard, "I know that the person who
was at the head of the ALC was Jean Moustapha," so if you did not say "Jean
Moustapha" could you please give us his full names? You said it was General
Moustapha and can you tell us the other details, if you are aware of them, with regard
to his name?

A.  Apart from the name of Moustapha, the other name that I am aware of is
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1 Mukiza.

2 Q. SoMoustapha Mukiza was the commander of the battalion that went into the

3 Central African Republic? Is that what you are saying?

4 A. Aslsaid, he was the commander of the troops that made the crossing over to

5 the other side.

6 Q. Do youknow the names of some of his deputies, because I presume that the

7 person in command of such troops would have people working by his side? Do you
8 know the names of any of these deputies?

9 A. Yes,indeed. Iknow Major Seguin.

10

Q

And is that the only name that you are aware of?

11 A. Thatis the only name that I'm aware of. I know no others.

12 Q. You stated in response to the question put to you by Mr Haynes, notably that,
13  "Were you aware that there was one unit that went over the border in October 2002?",
14 to which you responded, "Yes, there were -- there was one unit in -- when there were
15 disturbances in Bangui." Do you know precisely which date that is?

16 THE INTERPRETER: Message from the interpreter: Could counsel please be

17  requested to slow down when he is quoting at speed from a document? Thank you.
18 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) As to the precise date, well, I am going to refer to
19 our movements. When we were travelling from Kampala it was between 25 and

20 26 October, and when we arrived there we then went back to Gbadolite and it was
21  subsequently that the hostilities commenced.

22 MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

23 Q. Mr Witness, how does one to about organising sending troops or so many

24 troops over? So that you understand me correctly, let me put my question to you in

25 another way. Are there any meetings or discussions that are held before an entire
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battalion is sent, or not?

A. Ithank you for that question. Ibelieve that in order to move an entire battalion
and in order for this battalion to be able to go into a foreign country, well, it's not
something that can be done hastily, and I know that before any decision whatsoever
is taken before such a movement is made of a battalion, I know that the ALC General
Staff held a meeting at command level in order to ascertain exactly how they were
going to move that entire battalion over to the other side.

Q. Let me remind you that we are in open session, so do not provide any
identifying information. Now, could you tell us who took part in that preparatory
meeting?

A. Iwasnot working in the chain of command of the General Staff, that is for me to
know who actually attended that meeting or to know how they moved from where
they were based to go and work.

Q.  According to your testimony, we understand that some people confided in you
and you said, for example, that the Chief of General Staff was the one who told you
about the deployment of that battalion. Now, those people who confided in you, did
they tell us (sic) that Mr Bemba had convened a meeting and, if so, when; that is for
the purpose of that operation?

A.  Thisis my answer to you: The Chief of General Staff and the commanders
with whom he worked were not compelled to tell me what they were doing.
Everybody had their own duties. I was responsible for the protection of

Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba. So, regarding the movement of those units, it is the Chief of
Staff who can answer your question.

Q. Mr Witness, I read out an extract of your statement, page 29. Iwould read it

out to you a third and a last time: "Sir, do you know that in October 2002 an MLC
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unit crossed the border into the CAR?" Answer: Yes, indeed. It was in October.
When there were disturbances in Bangui, our troops crossed over at that time."

This is what you said this morning at page 29 of the transcript. Then at page 35, in
answer to a question from the Defence counsel, and he was talking about Mr Bemba's
trip to Bangui, you stated, page 35, French version, line 18 upwards, this is what you
said, "For the first visit, it was in early November 2002, shortly before the war broke
out in the CAR. It was in early November 2002. Later on, still during that period
on 25 December, we went there again."

Now, my question to you is as follows: Did that war break out in October 2002, as
you said a short while ago, or did it start in November 2002, after the visit that you
referred to?

A. No, the war started in October 2002.

Q.  You also stated later on that there was a trip prior to the war. That is what you
mentioned this afternoon, and that is the trip through Uganda and you said it was on
the 25th or the 26th; is that correct?

A. Yes, I do confirm that.

Q.  So, Mr Witness, there were three trips to Bangui, not two? The first was 25 or
26 October on the way from Kampala. The second visit was in early November and
the third visit was on 25 December. Is that consistent with your testimony?

A. Yes, indeed. Those were the three visits.

Q.  Since you have now confirmed to us those three trips, let us focus on the second
visit; that is in November. So this was after the war had started. Mr Bemba went to
the Central African Republic after the conflict had indeed started; is that correct?

A.  When the war broke out, that is in early November 2002, it was then that he

went to visit President Patassé.
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Q.  When he went there for the first time on 25 or 26 October, according to you,
didn't he meet with President Patassé at that time?

A. No, he went did not go to see the president. He stopped at the supermarket
and later on we went to the airport. Maybe the people working for the president
had informed him that someone was there.

Q. And when he went back there in December 2002, he did not meet with President
Patassé either, that is on 25 December, is that so?

A.  On 25 December, we went to fetch his family members. We stopped at the
airport and from there we took off for Gbadolite.

Q. Would I be correct to say that in your testimony you said that on 25 December
you went by Antonov plane, whereas in November you had crossed over from Zongo,
that is on a ferry; is that correct?

A.  Yes, on 25 December we travelled on board an Antonov aircraft, whereas in
Zongo we crossed over on a ferry.

And during that flight from Kampala, in which plane were you?

We travelled on board an Antonov 26.

Was this a private plane, or a plane belonging -- a commercial aircraft?

That plane belonged to Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba.

Do you remember its registration number?

No, I do not remember that.

o o> 0 > 0o >

You have said that you no longer remember the name of the supermarket in
which -- to which he went in Bangui; is that correct?

A. No, Idid not pay attention to the name of the supermarket.

Q. Was this a supermarket in the city centre, or was this -- was it located in one of

the suburbs of Bangui?
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1 A. Inolonger remember whether it was in the city centre or in the suburbs or on

2  the periphery of the town. Ijust know that it was located at a cross-roads. I do not

3  know the town very well, so it is difficult for me to say whether this supermarket was

4 in the city centre or on the outskirts.

5 Q. Anditisagood thing, Mr Witness, that you are limiting yourself to what you

6 know. Now, is it correct that when Mr Bemba visited that supermarket, he was not

7  concealed, that means passers-by could see him? Since this was a public place, could

8 passers-by see him?

9 A.  When we left the airport to go there, it was a private trip. There was no escort.
10  And when he went into the supermarket, maybe some people saw him. This was a
11  public place and going to the supermarket was a private mission, so we did not need
12 to have an escort, and after making our purchases, we returned to the airport.

13 Q. Now, let us come back to November. You have said that the second visit,

14 which took place in November, was in early November. Can you remember the

15 date?

16 A. Inolonger remember the precise date, but I know that it was in the beginning
17  of November. It was seven to ten days after the attack that took place in Bangui.

18 MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Your Honour, can the court officer present

19 document number 5, that is CAR-OTP-0013-0053? Can that document be shown to
20 the witness? Itis an article that appeared in a local newspaper. When this

21  document was produced, it was considered as confidential, but we had requested for
22 it to be declassified because once again this was a media -- a newspaper article which
23  had appeared in the public domain, so it cannot be confidential.

24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes, any objection?

25 MR HAYNES: None at all, your Honour.
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1  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: So document CAR-OTP-0013-0053 is reclassified as

2 public.

3 MRBADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

4 Q. Mr Witness, can you see the document on the screen in front of you?

5 A. (Noaudible response)

6 Q. Letmeexplain. Iwould like to reassure you that I will not have you read the

7  entire document. Itis an extract from a CAR newspaper known as Le Citoyen. At
8 the very bottom of the page you can see "Le Citoyen, number 1495, of Thursday

9 14 November 2002" and the title of the article is, "Lamine Cissé speaks openly with the

10 media." Do you know who is Lamine Cissé?

11 A. (Noaudible response)

12 Q. Canyou hear me, Mr Witness?
13 A. Yes,Ican hear you.

14 Q. Please proceed. I'm sorry?

15 A. According to what I heard, I think that Lamine Cissé is a United Nations official,
16  a civil servant of the UN, if I'm not mistaken.

17 Q. Yes,indeed. I will read out a brief extract. I would like to ask the court

18  officer to show you the following page, that is page 54, second column, and I will

19 begin at the very bottom of the second column before going over to the top of the

20  third column.

21  Now, let me read it out to you to describe the context. Lamine Cissé was the

22  representative of the UN Secretary-General and he was being interviewed by the local
23  press, who asked him various questions about the events taking place in the CAR at
24 thattime. Iwill read the last paragraph which starts by, "What is

25 important ..." -- and he is talking about the MLC troops here. "What is important is
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that we have said that these troops should be ordered to withdraw. I said it myself,
because Jean-Pierre Bemba and a Libyan general came here on Saturday, 2 November,
for those events."

And now I will go back to the top of the third column, "They held a working session
with President Patassé. So this was the third time that I was meeting Jean-Pierre
Bemba on that Saturday and on that occasion I said that Bemba's soldiers had come
here once. They left, having left some very bad memories in Bangui because there
had been pillaging. Everyone accused Jean-Pierre Bemba's elements, so this time
around everything should be done so that there should be no looting. This tarnishes
the image of their leader and it is necessary to order a withdrawal.

Mr Bemba undertook to have this done progressively in a staggered manner, in an
ordered manner, and with the assistance of international organisations as well as that
of the Presidential Security Unit so that there should be no looting; in other words, no
items of property will cross over the river and there will be no abuses.

Now, when will this retreat take place? I do not know, but I know that the troops
will withdraw. It is true the people of Central Africa have complained and they
have stated that there have been abuses perpetrated by Bemba's soldiers."

I will stop there. Mr Witness, can it be said that when Lamine Cissé says that he met
with Jean-Pierre Bemba on Saturday, 2 November, would this be the same visit that
you talked to us about as having taken place in early November?

A. Iremember the visit of early November. Iam not aware of what is written in
this newspaper. I do remember that when we arrived there in early November, we
went to Mr Patassé's residence - I do not know what they discussed there - and after
that we left. I therefore really do not have any idea about what is written in this

newspaper.
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Q. And apart from President Patassé, you do not know whether Mr Bemba met
with other people in Mr Patassé's residence; correct?

A.  What I know and what I saw is that at the beginning of November we went to
President Patassé's residence. Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba had a meeting with him, but I
do not know who else took part in that meeting. I don't know whether anyone else
participated in that meeting between Mr Bemba and Mr Patassé. 1 do not know
because I stayed outside.

Q. Do you confirm, Mr Witness, that it was during this same trip when Mr Bemba
stopped over at PK12 before returning; is that correct?

A.  Yes, I confirm that. After the visit to the residence we went to the camp, and
after that we went back to President Patassé's residence. The president remained
there, but we and Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, we went to PK12.

Q. We will revisit the issue of PK12 later. Now, in answer to Defence counsel's
question on Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba's means of communication, you mentioned a
Motorola, a radio set and a satellite box, but I realised that you did not mention any
Thurayas. Now, during the period of the rebellion, did Jean-Pierre Bemba have a
Thuraya, or not?

A. At the beginning, we had a satellite communication box which we travelled
with. Later on, before the Bangui events, he was using another communication set.
That's a medium-sized Iridium set. Later on still he acquired a Thuraya, but that
was before the Bangui events broke out. When he acquired the Thuraya, we no
longer travelled with the satellite communication system, the box, because the
Thuraya was more portable. It was more practical. And this was before the events
in Bangui. Those were the means of communication at his disposal.

Q. And what you refer to as "an Iridium," is this also a telephone that one can
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move about with easily?

A.  The Iridium works just like the Thuraya. These are both satellite telephones.
Q. Now, also with reference to the satellite box or set and the Thuraya and the
Iridium, well, I'm not interested in talking specifically about contact with officials
from other countries. What is of interest to me is contact made within the MLC.
Now, using one of these three instruments, or all of these instruments, did

Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba communicate with any military or political officials within the
MLC?

A.  You know only too well that I am not very well-versed in communication
matters. What I do know is that, whether it be an Iridium or a Thuraya or the
satellite box itself, communication between these forms of communication is very
costly.

Now, communication between soldiers was conducted over a distance of five to six
kilometres by radio. When they wanted to have exchanges with other soldiers in
Basankusu, for example, this was via phonie and it was using the phonie that they
then communicated.

Q. Can we therefore say that within the MLC, Mr Witness, there were two
branches; notably, a military wing and an armed wing? A political wing, correction,
and a military wing?

A. Could you please repeat your question? I did not quite grasp it.

Q. Can we therefore say that within the MLC at the time of the rebellion there were
two wings: A political wing and a military wing that you earlier referred to as the
ALC?

A.  Yes, indeed, that was the case. The MLC was the political wing and the ALC

was the military or armed wing.
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Q. And below Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, who headed up the military wing and who
headed up the political wing?

A. At the head of the political wing, we had a general secretary who could be
deemed as the second in charge after Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, and on the military
side - the military wing - we had a Chief of General Staff.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Ihad turned my microphone on, Madam
President. [Ibelieve it's a technical issue.

Q. Now, Mr Witness, I can see that you're being very careful, but I can reassure
you that the names of these individuals are very well-known, so you can mention in
open session who was the general secretary, on the one hand, and who was the Chief
of General Staff on the other?

A.  One should know that within the political wing we only had one general
secretary by the name of Olivier Kamitatu. As for the military wing, we had a Chief
of General Staff, Dieudonné Amuli Bahigwa.

Q. Now, Mr -- Messrs Amuli and Kamitatu, did they also have satellite phones,
whether it be a Thuraya or Iridium?

A.  No, the Chief of General Staff did not have a Thuraya and even Mr Olivier
Kamitatu, well, I never saw him with a Thuraya.

And on occasion did commanders out in the field use or have Thurayas?

Out in which field? Are we talking on national territory, or abroad?

Let us be systematic. Let us start by talking about national territory.

No commander had a Thuraya.

And what about foreign territory, in foreign territory?

> o > O »

I am not aware of the type of communication systems that they used, so I am

not in a position to invent an answer to this question.
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1 Q. Can we therefore conclude from this part of your testimony, Mr Witness, that

2  the tools that Mr Bemba sourced were used by him to communicate with other

3 individuals within the MLC? When I talk about "tools," I'm talking here about the

4  satellite box and the Iridium and the Thuraya.

5 A. AslIsaid to you, these three means of communication were satellite and they

6 were costly and he did not use them to call them because they were nearby. He

7 would use the radio or he might even send a vehicle, or if he needed somebody by his

8 side then he would send somebody.

9 Ithink that with regard to contacting foreign parts and his family that was in Europe,
10  when he wanted to ascertain the situation of his children, for example, or when
11  he -- well, at a national level his co-workers did not have -- or the other soldiers did
12 not have a Thuraya telephone.
13 Q. You said this morning, Mr Witness, that Mr Bemba travelled a great deal and
14 that he was absent towards the end of this period 90 or 95 per cent of the time, if I'm
15 correct. Imight be able to find the reference to that. In view of the fact that he was
16  so often away and those working with him were not by his side, how did he then
17  communicate with them?
18 A. [Ithankyou. The satellite box that we would travel around was no longer in
19 usage. Ithad remained athome. When we travelled, if he wanted to communicate
20  with his -- those working with him, he would call that individual directly. At his
21  residence, there were people that he talked to over the telephone and he would ask
22 them to call somebody else for them to come with a telephone. Then he would put a
23  stop to the conversation and he would request how long it would take that person to
24  arrive and a vehicle was sent to pick them up.

25 Ishall give you an example. For example, his general secretary, who he might call of
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an occasion and then a vehicle would be sent to pick him up, he was brought to the
residence, he would have a discussion with him and subsequently he would leave.
When he wanted to speak to the Chief of General Staff, this person would leave his
residence a few metres away from Jean-Pierre Bemba's residence, he would come into
the living room because the satellite box was located there and he would then be able
to communicate, and subsequently he would leave.

Q. Mr Witness, in order to not waste any time I'm going to summarise somewhat
and, if anything's wrong, please cut me short. Now, it is in the public domain that
Mr Kamitatu and a number of political figures within the MLC were on a very
important mission in South Africa during part of that period. Is that not correct?

A.  Yes, during the Sun City negotiations, the team of the secretary general -- the
general secretary and the national secretaries who had been appointed, were absent.
They had travelled to South Africa. He himself, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, was there.
He only went there whenever there was something very urgent to take care of.

Q. And if they were in South Africa it would have been somewhat difficult, would
it not, to send a vehicle to pick them up to bring them to the residence and talk to

Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba, so are you very certain that you wish to maintain that no
official within the MLC had a Thuraya telephone to use?

A.  Ishall return to this once again. I did not see anybody else in possession of a
Thuraya or holding a Thuraya, with the exception of Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba who did
have such a satellite telephone at his disposal.

Q.  There is one individual that we have not mentioned and that is Mr Moustapha
Mukiza, who you mentioned at an earlier stage. Now, to your knowledge did he
have a Thuraya whilst he was heading up the operation in the CAR?

A. AslIsaid, those individuals who travelled -- well, Moustapha was in charge of
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the team, but as to the means of communication that they had at their disposal, I do
not know what that was. They were under the command of those people who were
there and those were the same individuals who were supposed to organise their
means of communication with others involved in operations, so I do not know
precisely what means of communication they used to communicate with those who
were there on the subject of operations.

Q. Now, Mr Witness, within the DRC, was Mr Bemba in charge of any military
operations?

A. (No interpretation)

Q. Inthe DRC, was Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba in charge of any military operations?
THE INTERPRETER: Repetition of question. The English booth did not hear the
answer through the Sango booth.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Well, he is a civilian, so how can he head up
military operations? Iknow that he is a civilian. So he was but a staff -- or it is only
a staff member of operations or the Chief of General Staff who can head up military
operations, but as a civilian he was not in a position to do so. I do not know whether
he attended any military academy.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

Q.  Mr Witness, and according to you was Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba merely a civilian?
Is this what you are stating?

A.  Well, I know that he is a civilian. I do not know of any training that he
followed. It might be that during the war he might have become a military person,
but as for heading up a military operation, well, he was in charge. He was the
political person in charge. He was also involved in military matters, but as for

operations, well, that was part of the remit of the Chief of General Staff and his staff.
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Q. Now, Mr Witness, were you still within the MLC in July 2002?

A.  Yes, indeed, I was still in the MLC in the month of July.

Q. And as of 14 July 2002, were you ailing? Were you maybe seeking treatment
somewhere? Were you on leave on 14 July 2002?

A. Tamnotin a position to tell you where I was on 14 July 2002, because that's
already ten years ago and I no longer recall.

Q. And were I to put it to you that on 14 July 2002 there was a ceremony held
before the entire population of Gbadolite, attended by all the members of the MLC
and ALC, and that Mr Bemba received his stripes for head of division on that day,
does that ring any bell? He was made a major-general on that day. Does that ring
any bell, or were you not present at the time?

A. No official ceremony was held for him to be bestowed with this title. He was
the commander. He was the head of the political and the armed wing and, if he
realised that he might be awarded a rank due to his marks of bravery, well, so be it,
but there was no official ceremony as such.

Q. Well, as we say in French, we shall have to sleep on that one and -- both of us,
and I will request, Madam President, that we put to you a number of documents
tomorrow that prove this fact. Idon't believe that it is anything that you will
challenge. But still in the same vein, Mr Witness, are you aware that Mr Jean-Pierre
Bemba published a book bearing the title, "The Choice of Freedom", "Le Choix de la
liberté"?

A. Idid hear speak of that, but I never saw it because I never received a copy and I
wasn't able to read it.

Q. And did nobody speak to you of the contents of this book and what it spoke of?

A. Thave never talked to anybody about the contents of this book that I am not
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1 aware of.
2 Q. Verywell. Soitwould be of no use for me to show to you excerpts from
3  Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba himself saying that he headed up military operations. Would
4  you be able to provide me with any explanation on the basis of your own statement;
5 notably that he never conducted any military operations?
6 A. Well, abook can be written in a number of manners. He is the only person
7 who will be aware of the contents of his book. Ihave never made any comments on
8 the contents of this book.
9 MRBADIBANGA: (Interpretation) Madam President, might we move briefly into
10  private session, please?
11 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
12 (Private session at 4.25 p.m.) * Reclassified as Open session
13 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Madam President.
14 MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)
15 Q. Mr Witness, I shall read back to you an excerpt of your statement this morning.
16  This is on page 13, lines 14 to 23, and counsel for Defence asks you what your
17  functions were (Redacted) and you answered that, (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20  Counsel for Defence put the question to you as to whether this applied everywhere he
21  went and you said, (Redacted)
22 (Redacted) And counsel for Defence belaboured the point
23  and said, (Redacted)?", to which you answered, "(Redacted)
24  (Redacted)"

25 Counsel for Defence went on, line 24, (Redacted)
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did you know of his activities and his whereabouts?", to which you answered, "(Redacted)
(Redacted)

Do you maintain this part of your testimony, Mr Witness?

A.  Yes, this is what I said.

Q.  Solput to you the following hypothesis that, if Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba says in a
book that he was present at a number of fronts and that he led troops and battles
where he supervised fighting, (Redacted)

(Redacted) We are in private session, so feel free to answer.

A.  Well, I would say the following: If Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba was heading up
operations on various roads and travelling on various roads in order to ascertain how
the soldiers were conducting their work, does that mean that he headed up
operations? Well, I do not know. It is true that there were visits out in the field, but
to go so far as to say that he headed up operations, well, I'm not aware of that,
because the Chief of General Staff at the time and our Ugandan allies were involved
in these various operations.

Q. And you answered in response to this first part with regard to going to the front,
and I shall return to the second part and I put to you the following hypothesis: If in
his book Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba says that he commanded or led a certain battle and
troops, (Redacted) and if you today say that he never

did so, this means that the statement made by Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba in this regard is
false. Isthat your testimony?

A. Tolead abattle is not an easy thing. Iknow that we went right to the
battle-front when the -- where the troops were located. An area could be prepared
for the General Staff to launch operations, that is true. It is true that he had the

possibility of travelling to where there was -- there were skirmishes or battles.
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No, regarding orders related to operations, that is something else because others were
present to give orders. MTr Jean-Pierre Bemba was courageous. He could actually
go to where the troops were located to boost their morale. He could even share

food - the same food - with soldiers, but when it came to directing operations, he
maybe could do that through the General Staff or through the commander of
operations. He could tell them, "Do that," or "Do this," but to say that he himself
issued orders as part of operations, frankly, I do not know whether I can answer that
question.

Q.  And so to conclude on this point, Mr Witness, I think maybe my questions are
making you reflect. So, in conclusion, can we say that in your opinion Mr Bemba
was not a soldier at all? He was purely a civilian? Is that what we should keep, or
do you want to qualify that?

A. ITknow that Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba is a civilian. He was the head of the MLC
and the supreme commander of the ALC. He was given the rank of major-general
just to please him.

Q. Apart from Mr Bemba, were ranks given to or bestowed on to other people in
the MLC just to please them?

A. No. The officers received the stripes that they deserved, whether they were
commanders or others. Everyone in their division received a rank based on what
they had done. It was not simply to humour them. But he was the leader. As you
know, in other countries honorary ranks could be conferred on other people.

In any case, when he went to where there was fighting, it would have been possible
for him to be injured. I will give you an example. Where there was fighting, for
example in the DRC, the leaders of the various factions did not have the courage to go

and visit their soldiers, like Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba did, and if Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba
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had not had the courage to go and visit his troops on the battle-field, this honorary
rank would not have been conferred on him. He was a politician and not a soldier,
but he nevertheless had that courage to make that trip.

Q. Mr Witness, I would like to ask the Presiding Judge to grant us leave to return
to open session, so you have to be careful. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. Thave understood you well.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation) With your leave, your Honour, we can go back
to open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

(Open session at 4.38 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, Madam President.

MR BADIBANGA: (Interpretation)

Q.  Mr Witness, this morning, in answer to Defence counsel's general questions
related to the functioning of Mr Bemba's security unit, you said that there were
various detachments made up of what you referred to as "companies of about 100
people." So this is page 16, lines 5 to 25.  You said there were four detachments.
So can we say generally that the DPP was made up of about 400 people?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. Isthis a figure that has changed over time, or did the DPP also -- always have
about 400 people? That is based on your knowledge, did that figure change over

time or was it always at that number?
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A. Initially, it was a single company. Subsequently, the commander decided to
ask for the numbers to be increased. This is how come the number of men was
increased to enable Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba to travel to Kinshasa, but in the beginning it
was a single company.

Q. Now, during the period when the MLC was in Gbadolite, that is before joining
the transitional government, what was the composition of this unit? Was it a single
company, or there were already four? And I'm talking about end of 2002 right up to
2003, prior to leaving for Kinshasa.

A. The commander decided to reinforce that team, which had been there initially.
Later on, we took more people to reinforce the team so as to make the work lighter,
because we decided that without those reinforcements the work would not be done
effectively. That decision was taken in 2003 to enable Mr Bemba to go to Kinshasa.
Q. That does not -- that does not give us an idea of the strength of the DPP in
2002/2003. Can you remember, or should we move on to something else?

A. Thave told you that the commander decided to set up four detachments in order
to meet the strength that he wanted, and this was at the end of 2002 to 2003, and that
was done as part of the preparations to enable Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba to go to
Kinshasa.

Q. Can you give me the name of the commander of the first detachment and his
deputy? Because you have told us that each detachment had a commander and a
deputy, so please give us the names of the commander and the deputy commander of
the first detachment.

A.  Apart from the General Staff of the unit, this is how the commander organised
the detachments. The first was commanded by Commander Akawa and his deputy

was Commander Cyril. That was for the first detachment.
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The commander of the second detachment was Commander Ewale and his deputy
was Poso Na Nkoy.

The third detachment was commanded by Eddy Kasogbia and his deputy was Feli
Dawe.

The fourth detachment was under the command of Jacques Gomozo and his deputy
was Thomas Ngalena.

Q.  You stated that each detachment had a close protection section and an
intervention section and you said that the close protection section, which was with
Mr Bemba all the time, was made up of ten people. And I refer to the transcript of
this morning, page 17. So does that mean, Mr Witness, that for every detachment
there were ten people assigned to close protection and 90 people assigned to the
intervention section?

A. No, thatis not correct. Please listen carefully. Remember what I said to the
Defence counsel. This is what the commander planned. Each detachment was
made up of 100 people and amongst those 100 people there were two sections for
close protection and each section was made up of 20 to 22 people. It does not mean
that the entire section was on duty.

The close protection units were organised and the intervention units had to be
prepared also. The commander had to prepare the people who could relieve the
others. There would be other soldiers on board a four-by-four vehicle to replace the
others. There were ten people who were permanently on duty in Mr Jean-Pierre
Bemba's residence. Those people had to stay at the residence and they worked in
shifts until all the members of the sections would have completed their own shift.

Q.  Mr Witness, I really do not know very much about security, but I'm intrigued by

the explanations that you have been giving me since this morning. Did Mr Bemba
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feel threatened in Gbadolite, because that was his headquarters? Why were there so
many measures? How many soldiers? There were soldiers in his garden, in his
house, whenever he travelled. Why were so many measures necessary? Was he
under threat?

A. Jean-Pierre Bemba was the number one of the movement. He was the leader of
the ALC and the MLC, so as far as I'm concerned those measures were normal. It
was necessary that the Chief of General Staff should prepare those elements to do
their work well. And all those soldiers were not on duty all the time. They worked
in shifts and others were part of the intervention sections. We were in our country,
but this was a period of conflict. And when he had to travel out, those people had to
be prepared.

Let me give you an example. When the President of the Republic travels, you need a
certain number of security people to protect him. MTr Jean-Pierre Bemba was the
president of the party and of that region which was under his responsibility, so it is
normal for those units to be there to ensure his security and enable that the work is
done effectively.

Q. As from page 18 of today's transcript, you said that the distance between his
office and his residence could be approximately 150 to 200 metres, and when you
were asked how he covered that distance, and we are talking about 150 to 200 metres,
you said that there was an advanced jeep, including members of close protection.
Behind that jeep you had intervention unit soldiers, then there was Mr Jean-Pierre
Bemba's own jeep, and then another jeep with the commander and some of the close
protection soldiers who were going to do their work. So my questionis: Was he
under threat in Gbadolite to the point that to cover 150 metres between his office and

his residence he needed a minimum of four or five jeeps? I am no longer even able
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to keep up with the numbers.

A. That is consistent with security standards. You cannot take the security of an
authority like Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba lightly. It is not because he was at risk in
Gbadolite, or that he was afraid. These are the normal security standards. As you
know, the Heads of State have protection wherever they go. Whether the distance is
two metres or ten metres, all those measures have to be put in place in order to avoid
any problem.

Q. Very well. Mr Witness, we do understand that when we asked you for -- when
we ask you for a conclusion, that will be the conclusion that you gave. How many
soldiers accompanied Mr Bemba to his office? And you mentioned the close
protection section, about ten people, and the intervention section which was about 30
people, so I understand that for each trip this involved about 40 people.

Now, what happened when he received foreign delegations? At one point you
testified that he sometimes received foreign dignitaries. What happened to the
security officers of the visiting dignitaries? Did they stay outside? Was it possible
for them to come in? What happened?

A.  Canyou please repeat your question? I did not quite understand the end of
the question.

Q. Idid indeed speak fast, but this is my last question. On page 24 of the
transcript of this morning you stated that sometimes Mr Bemba received foreign
dignitaries. Now, my question is this: When a foreign dignitary visited, what
happened to his own security detail? Let us say a Head of State or a minister, an
authority from another country who came with his own protection unit, what
happened to that security detail when they visited Mr Bemba? How was it

organised?
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A.  Thank you for that question. Firstly, when there was a foreign visitor, if that
person had their own protection detail, there was a vehicle responsible for
transporting those other foreigners to the meeting room, but in the meeting room
itself, whether these people were members of Mr Bemba's close protection or the
visitor, they would stay outside of the meeting room. That was the usual practice.
As you know, when you travel to a foreign country, you have to comply with the
instructions given to you. If, for example, foreign dignitaries came to visit him for a
meeting, they would enter the meeting room alone, but their bodyguards could not
go into the meeting room. As you know, we could place people in the meeting room
depending on the type of meeting that had been organised.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Maitre Badibanga.

Thank you, Mr Witness. It's almost 5 o'clock. It's time for us to adjourn, and we
will continue with your testimony tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Before I adjourn the hearing, the Chamber has a short oral decision to be issued which
is the decision on the applications to question Witness D04-25 by legal representatives
of victims.

On 23 August 2013, the Chamber received an application from Maitre Douzima
Lawson on behalf of the victims that she represents. (Filing 2765-Conf) The
application contains a list of 14 questions.

On 26 August, the Chamber received an application from Maitre Zarambaud on
behalf of the victims that he represents. (Filing 2768-Conf) The application
contains a list of 16 questions.

Having considered the reasons given by both Maitre Douzima and Maitre
Zarambaud as to why the personal interests of the victims they represent are affected,

the Chamber grants the respective applications to question Witness D04-25.
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Turning to the questions, both legal representatives are allowed to put all their
questions as proposed in the aforementioned filings.

I thank very much the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims, the Defence
team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba. I thank very much to our interpreters, our court
reporters. I thank very much Ms Fatiah.

THE COURT OFFICER (via video link): You're welcome, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Again thank you very much, Mr Witness, and we
hope you have a very restful evening.

The hearing is adjourned.

THE COURT USHER: All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 5.00 p.m.)
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