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THE COURT USHER:  All rise.9

The International Criminal Court is now in session.10

Please be seated.11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good morning.12

Could, please, court officer call the case.13

THE COURT OFFICER:  Situation in the Central African Republic, in the case of The14

Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, case reference ICC-01/05-01/08.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much.16

Good morning.  I welcome the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims,17

Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo.  Good morning to our interpreters, our18

court reporters.  Good morning, Ms Toumaj.19

THE COURT OFFICER (Redacted):  (Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.20

WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0019 (On former oath)21

(Redacted)22

(The witness gives evidence via video link)23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Good morning, Mr Witness.24

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, are you ready to continue with your1

testimony?2

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) Your Honour, I am ready.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, I need to remind you that you are still4

under oath.  Do you understand that, sir?5

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  I understand that very well, your Honour.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Today, Mr Witness, you will be questioned by legal7

representatives of victims that were authorised to participate in the proceedings and8

to put some questions that were previously submitted to the Chamber.  Therefore, I9

will give the floor to Maître Zarambaud.10

Maître Zarambaud.11

QUESTIONED BY MR ZARAMBAUD:  (Interpretation)12

Q.   Good morning, Witness.13

A.   Good morning.14

Q.   Witness, I'm Counsel Zarambaud Assingambi.  I'm Central African by15

nationality.  I am a counsel at the Central African courts and tribunals.  Here, I'm16

one of the two legal representatives of victims.  In your country, and in my country,17

it is the lawyer of the civil party to the proceedings.  As the Presiding Judge has told18

you, I've been authorised to put certain questions to you, questions that I submitted19

previously to the Chamber.  The time that a legal representative can ask questions20

for is limited; that's the reason why, as far as possible, I would kindly ask you to21

answer in as concise way as possible to my questions, such that I can finish within the22

time, hoping that if I slightly go over, I could enjoy the indulgence of the Chamber.23

Now, my first question is therefore as follows, Witness: To your knowledge, did the24

National Assembly of the Central African Republic authorise the late ex-President25
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Ange-Félix Patassé to have the MLC troops intervene in his country, the Central1

African Republic?2

A.   Thank you very much for your question.  You have rightly said that we only3

have a short amount of time.  I have to give you precise answers.  I'm going to4

answer the questions you put to me.  However, I can't reduce the time given to you5

but I've just noted that your question was put to me more than 20 or 50 times.  With6

regard to the question that you put to me, (Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted) I'm not aware of anything.13

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  As was said to you on several occasions, I think by14

Mr Badibanga, we're here to ask questions; we're not there to testify ourselves.  I'm15

Central African and, personally, I have experienced the situation.16

Secondly, the questions which are put to you, several different people can answer17

them, people who have experienced the matters, but what we're trying to do here is to18

get your answer from you.19

So my second question is as follows:  How many foreign troops did you find there20

when you arrived in the Central African Republic?21

A.   With regards to the foreign troops that were in the field there, we found Libyans22

who were present.  There were also groups of persons from Brazzaville.  I didn't23

have the time to count all these people, but I saw some people there, I met them there,24

and afterwards, there were a lot of other countries; nationals of Gabon, Niger,25
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Congo-Brazzaville and other countries.  But when we arrived, people who we -- well,1

those were the people who we met when we arrived.  There were also French people2

there.3

Q.   Thank you very much, Witness.  That was the sub-question to number 1.4

Now, number 2:  To your knowledge, the decision to have the MLC troops intervene5

in the Central African Republic, was that subject to a written convention or agreement6

between the Central African authorities and the MLC?7

A.   If the authority which was responsible, which is still responsible there, that's8

one thing.  It's very difficult for us (Redacted) to ask the authority9

if there has been a convention with the foreign country with a view to accepting a10

mission.11

Briefly, Counsel, I would tell you that I have no idea with regard to the written12

agreements between the Government of the Central African Republic and the13

government of the MLC at that time.14

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  Third question is as follows:  Before your arrival in the15

Central African Republic, had a convention or agreement been signed concerning the16

chain of command of the different troops, whether Central African or foreign and, in17

particular, the chain of command concerning the MLC troops and the Central African18

armed forces?19

A.   Thank you very much, Counsel, I will answer you.  When we arrived on that20

date, the 30th, before the operations (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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Libyans, and the other forces that were present, (Redacted) the1

organigram of the operations had been established (Redacted) we were2

all aware of the work which we had to carry out but (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

Q.   Thank you.  In this regard, Witness, you stated -- and this is in transcript 285,5

February 2003, page 22, lines 18 to 23, and this is what you said: (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted) So my question on the subject of this quote11

is as follows, to the conduct of (Redacted) troops: So that was (Redacted) it was (Redacted)12

who were responsible for that, (Redacted)13

A.   The chain of command of soldiers is a long chain.  Before going to the Central14

African Republic, when I was still in the Congo (Redacted)15

(Redacted) but when we went to the Central African Republic, the first thing that was16

done, Counsel, was to put all of (Redacted) soldiers under the authority of the Central17

African authorities.18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

Q.   I would like to know why you say that (Redacted)24

(Redacted) in Gbadolite politically?  Why this term "politically" for a soldier?25
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And what was done with these political reports?1

A.   As soldiers, we weren't responsible for politics.  There weren't political reports2

(Redacted) to Gbadolite. (Redacted)3

(Redacted) Politics is something which we didn't deal with,4

particularly not in the Congo.5

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  Now still with regard to the issue of the chain of6

command, you stated, transcript 285, 26 February 2013, page 5, line 17, you stated the7

following: "Mr Patassé didn't give us, inspire us confidence.  This is the reason why8

orders from Bombayake came and others came from the chain of command.  For9

example, a minister could have information but could not be able to give an order.10

There were also, for example, there was the Chief of Staff of the land forces who gave11

orders but who also gave different orders than the ones we received."  So the12

question that I would like to put in this regard is:  With regards to the international13

level, is there a convention relating to the integrated command when the countries14

of -- several different countries are fighting together in the same field, field of15

operations?16

A.   In order to answer this question I can tell you that at that time my duty was not17

to judge the authorities or ask them if there were contracts which they had signed18

with regards to the different forces who were present there so -- the forces that had to19

work in that country.  Now, to answer you briefly, I would say that I'm not aware of20

any convention of any kind, Counsel.21

Q.   Still with regards to this quote, given that you received contradictory orders,22

which would you apply, and on what basis would you decide to apply a particular23

order, given the amount of contradictory orders that were put to you?24

A.   Orders can be different, as you say, but there are rules that we received in order25
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to execute the orders.  Somebody who gives orders -- or that's the -- it's the Chief of1

General Staff who gives orders. Now, Bombayake (Redacted) give us orders (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted) The Chief of General Staff has to give orders in4

order that they can be executed appropriately, and the orders (Redacted)5

(Redacted) from the CCO.6

Q.   I'm going to finish this point, Witness.  In the same transcript 285, line 27, you7

said the following, "As a Congolese person today, if you say that people from8

MONUSCO are here in our country you couldn't say that the head is President Joseph9

Kabila."  So making a parallel with the Central African Republic, why would the10

MLC forces be in the Central African Republic and as such their president would be11

Patassé and not the accused Bemba, according to this?12

A.   I did not understand your question.  Please kindly repeat it.13

Q.   I have read out to you an excerpt of your statement, and you referred to the14

MONUSCO in Congo and that since MONUSCO was in the DRC Mr Badibanga15

cannot claim that the leader of the MONUSCO was Kabila.  So my analogy with the16

CAR is why would you say that Patassé was the leader of the troops in the Central17

African Republic?18

A.   Even in the Congo it was not President Kabila who invited the MONUSCO to19

the Congo, so in your country, that is the Central African Republic, there were other20

forces present; FOMAC for example.  One of our units was at the FOMAC, invited21

by the chief on the ground.22

So maybe you did not quite understood me correctly.  What I was saying is that23

these people were working under the orders of those who had invited them.  When24

forces are present on a given national territory, they fall under the responsibility of25
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the leader.1

Q.   Thank you.  I had a number of questions which I intended to ask for which you2

have already provided answers when you were being examined by the OTP.  You3

answered the question relating to (Redacted) but please allow me to4

seek some clarification from you.5

At page 45 of transcript 185, line 25 -- transcript 285, rather, you said, (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

Now, I have a clarification to seek from you. (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

A.   Thank you for that question.  I have answered this question several times14

already, but let me say, Counsel, that (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  I had a question for you on the date on which the MLC5

troops arrived.  You have already provided answers to that question.  You also6

dealt with the issue of the numbers or figures, and when you were speaking to7

Mr Badibanga you said that you did not know the figures, that you did not know the8

exact number of (Redacted) troops.9

Now, Madam President, let me move on to question number 14:  Were there any10

minors and women and babies among the MLC troops?11

A. No, there were no minors in our army.  There were soldiers who were known12

as PMF, female military staff whose duty was to provide health services, but we did13

not take them to the Central African Republic to have them have babies, so there were14

no soldiers in our group who had babies.15

Q.   What about minors?16

A.   There were no minors.  We did not have any minors.  The expression17

"kadogo" was used when the AFDL launched its operations, and all those who were18

called by that name are still being referred to today as "the kadogos."  In short, what19

I am saying is we did not have any minors in our group and I never saw any minors20

in our group in the Central African Republic.  You see, at some point they were even21

referring to me as a kadogo, but you know very well that I am not a minor.22

By the way, Counsel, there was a nurse whom I have already referred to when talking23

with Maître Badibanga.  There was a Central African child who was receiving24

treatment in Damara.  He was a minor and stayed with a female military staff.25
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Now, I don't know whether this woman died, but she is considered to be missing and1

so the idea could be that this child belonged to that woman.  Now, when I arrived in2

Bangui, I tried to locate that child's family, but I did not succeed.3

But let me also tell you that (Redacted)4

you, you are a Central African.  You would understand. (Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

Q.   Thank you. (Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

Now, let me go back to the number of the strength of the -- of your troops that landed12

in the Central African Republic.  In transcript 284, page 19, lines 17 and 18, this is13

what you said, "At the beginning of the war ..." --14

THE INTERPRETER:  Inaudible.15

MR ZARAMBAUD:  (Interpretation)16

Q. -- "... someone, a delegation, was sent to guide and lead us, but it didn't perform17

that function for long."18

Can you give us the date on which that delegation was sent, the number of persons in19

the delegation and the duration of their stay in the Central African Republic?20

A.   All I know, which I have already testified to, is that there was a reconnaissance21

group that crossed over from Zongo on the 26th.  That group did not spend the night22

in the Central African Republic.  They arrived in the CAR and returned to the DRC23

the same day. I cannot tell you whether they spent an hour or two there.  All24

I know is that they did a round trip on the same day.25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red-ENG WT 12-03-2013 10/60 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red2-ENG WT 12-03-2013 10/60 NB T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0019

12.03.2013 Page 11

Now, as for the strength of that group, or the number of persons comprising that1

group, I did not ask to know how many people were part of it.  Unfortunately René,2

who was one of them, is now dead.  I know, in any event, that you have called many3

people to testify and you might want to put that question to them.  I was not part of4

that group.5

Q.   To your knowledge what was the nature of this reconnaissance trip that lasted6

less than a day, according to your testimony?7

A.   I think they went to meet with the Central African authorities to obtain8

information on the enemy in terms of strength, location and size.  I think that these9

are the type of things that people on a reconnaissance mission tend to do.10

Q.   In your view, could that group have done reconnaissance work on the size of11

the enemy and its strength over a period of just one day in Bangui?12

A.   For the Congolese, that is enough time.  You know that the Central Africans13

lived alongside their enemies in the Central African Republic, so two to three hours14

would be enough time to gather that information.  The Central Africans were15

already in possession of that information, given that they were living together with16

the enemy.17

Q.   Indeed, regarding the Central Africans, at page 15, lines 4 to 12 of transcript 285,18

you said, "Since our group was stronger, we asked each battalion to bring along a19

company and we were able to use those companies to organise our defensive, and the20

Congolese took the right front, while the other went to the Central African Republic,21

but we were all part of the same defensive set-up as partners."22

You said that your team was stronger in terms of numbers than the Central African23

forces.  What would the proportion have been in terms of numbers between the ALC24

troops and the CAR troops?25
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A.   Each army is organised according to its own structures.  A company may have1

120 troops, while another may have 80 soldiers, and yet another company may have2

up to 150 men.  So each army is organised differently.3

Now, my testimony, which you have just read out, was intended to point out to you4

how the forces worked together.  There cannot be a ratio of 20 to 20 as such.  What5

happened was that we worked, we advanced and we gathered information on the6

ground and matériel relating to the operations.  The Central African forces were7

there to provide security for the Central African authorities.  Our mission was not to8

provide security for the Central African authorities, so we may have had a company9

of 70, 80, or even a battalion of 1,200 troops.10

What I'm saying is that each army is organised according to the structures that it11

chooses to have.  We had three battalions; one of the battalions was made up of12

companies of 150 troops, whereas there were other companies of 50 troops.  So if you13

take Major Tutu Kuese's company, that would give you a total of about 180 troops.14

Q.   My question to you, Witness, was really in general terms, given that you had15

said that you were more numerous than your Central African counterparts.  So I16

wasn't looking at the proportions per company or per battalion, I simply wanted to17

know how many more men (Redacted) had than the Central Africans, but I wouldn't18

belabour that point.19

Now, Witness, question number 15 related to equipment.  You have already20

answered that question, but please clarify this point for me.  At transcript 285, page21

34, lines 13 to 20, when the Prosecutor was examining you, he read out a message to22

you which came after a previous message (Redacted) requesting weapons from (Redacted)23

hierarchy in Gbadolite, and this was your answer to that question. You said that (Redacted)24

(Redacted) request to Gbadolite so that they may intervene with the Central African25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

A.   Most of our requests were sent to Bangui, to which we obtained positive5

answers.  However, when there was some loss of trust between various groups upon6

the death of the Chief of General Staff, what happened was that when requests were7

sent, those who received them may return the answer, "No, I'm not the one in charge8

of such-and-such a situation."9

And when these things began to arise, (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted) So, Counsel, what I'm saying is that most of our requests to the Central12

African authorities were dealt with positively.13

Q.   Do you know whether -- or do you know why MLC rebels at PK12 occupied14

houses belonging to individuals without seeking the opinions of those persons?15

A.   I am not aware of any such thing. Counsel, when it came to our defences --16

THE INTERPRETER:  The interpreter notes that the witness didn't conclude his17

answer.18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, you were saying something.  Would19

you like to complete what you were about to say?20

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Madam President, I stopped talking because I was21

under the impression that Maître Zarambaud was going to ask his question, but22

maybe he could repeat his question.23

MR ZARAMBAUD:  (Interpretation)24

Q.   My question was the following:  Did you know whether at PK12 in Begoua25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red-ENG WT 12-03-2013 13/60 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red2-ENG WT 12-03-2013 13/60 NB T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0019

12.03.2013 Page 14

MLC rebels occupied homes belonging to individuals, without the authorisation of1

those individuals?2

A.   MLC soldiers lived in their trenches because we were ready to fight the enemy3

at all times.  You know, these trenches are not found within homes or houses.  So4

I am not aware of any MLC soldier who lived in a house.5

Q.   Do you know whether the MLC soldiers killed any domestic animals which6

they used for food and also broke doors and windows to use as firewood?  Are you7

aware of that?8

A.   No, I am not aware of that.  We were provided with cows.  We also had9

lorries that were used to carry firewood which we used.  I'm not aware of MLC10

troops at any time to have broken doors and windows to use for firewood, because11

we were provided firewood by those lorries and those trucks.12

Q.   Thank you.  Do you know whether MLC troops raped many women and killed13

many civilians?14

A.   No, I am not aware of that, and I have already answered this question several15

times, and I've stated that I was not a witness to any such thing.16

Q.   Yes, indeed, that has been your testimony, that nothing was looted and taken to17

the Congo.  So my question is as follows:  Is it true that the accused person, Bemba,18

wanted to take for himself a vehicle that had been brought back from the Central19

African Republic and (Redacted)20

(Redacted) Is that true?21

A.   If the accused person would have wanted to take the vehicle (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted) So what you have read out24

is a lie.  It's an outright lie.25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  Is it true that one of the ferries (Redacted) aboard had8

been boarded and searched in Mongoumba and that ferry was carrying a lot of9

merchandise?  Is that correct?10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

Q. I thank you, Mr Witness.  What sum (Redacted) receive from the Central African16

Republic authorities in order to feed (Redacted) troops?17

A.   Well, I wasn't in charge of logistics, Counsel.  Captain René would go to Camp18

de Roux and he would give money for food to be bought. (Redacted)19

(Redacted) I talked of a small sum of money that20

we would receive, (Redacted) It was a small sum of money in order to buy21

cigarettes, in order to buy small supplies and blades for our razors. (Redacted)22

(Redacted) There was a logistics division in charge of this. (Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

Q.   I thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, my 23rd question on the list, and this is to do25
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with the transmission equipment, you've answered that question.  You've also1

answered the question regarding whether Mr Bemba gave (Redacted) orders or not. But I'd2

just like to put a question up to you, a follow-up to the transcript number page 285,3

page 28, lines 25 and page 29. (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

Q.   Thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, do you know whether the first place where the14

troops had been lodged, whether these troops systematically pillaged computers and15

musical equipment?  We are talking here about the support regiment.16

A.   Counsel, I believe that you followed our account of Willy Bomengo's arrest, he17

and his co-perpetrators. (Redacted)18

(Redacted) I remember that there were radios, televisions, mattresses,19

computers, and this property was handed back to the proprietors, that is Lieutenant20

Mazangi.  Lieutenant Mazangi was in charge of this.  All of the recuperated21

property was given to Mr Willy -- that were looted by Mr Willy Bomengo and his22

group were given back to the two Central African individuals whose names I have23

just given to you.24

THE INTERPRETER:  The interpreter did not catch the second name.25
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MR ZARAMBAUD:  (Interpretation)1

Q. Do you know whether, within this support regiment, within this very same2

regiment, the MLC rebels arrested, undressed and attacked a number of FACA3

soldiers, and whether the CCOP leader had had to talk to the rebels who were to be4

found there, notably, the support regiment, in order to obtain their release, without5

any weapons and without any clothes on their backs?6

A.   I'm not sure whether I have understood your question correctly.  You are7

speaking of uniforms and property that was allegedly given to the FACA soldiers; is8

that the question?  That is to say property that was taken away from the FACA9

soldiers?10

Q.   Well, not quite.  I am asking you whether you were informed of the fact that11

approximately 20 FACA soldier were arrested, undressed, molested by the MLC12

soldiers who were to be found at the support regiment place, and in order to achieve13

their release, the CCP chief had to talk to them.  Now, these soldiers were not14

wearing any clothes, nor did they -- they were stripped, and nor did they have any15

weapons.  Were you aware of this fact?16

A.   No.  The information that was given to you is incorrect.  I shall tell you the17

following, Counsel:  When we were on our way to PK12, you know Bangui only too18

well, do you not?  You know where the school is, the gendarmerie academy is.  It is19

a few kilometres before PK12.  The Central African soldiers with whom we were20

arrested other Central African soldiers, saying that they were traitors, that they were21

wanted to desert.  These were people who wanted to join Bozizé.  There were some22

who retreated, others did not because they wanted to join Bozizé.  These latter were23

arrested.  The Central African soldiers were arrested by Central Africans.  It wasn't24

the MLC soldiers who arrested them.  And as I said before Madam President, and25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red-ENG WT 12-03-2013 17/60 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red2-ENG WT 12-03-2013 17/60 NB T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0019

12.03.2013 Page 18

before your Honours, (Redacted)1

showed them the conditions under which we were working, we the MLC, and when2

we caught an enemy we didn't kill them. (Redacted) that when arresting a Central3

African person, you should treat them properly, in order for them to be useful to4

them -- to you.  Don't kill them.  Do not arrest your soldiers.  That was it, Counsel.5

(Redacted) to have these soldiers who6

had been arrested released, after having discussed this with the Central African7

authorities, giving them the state of affairs and the morale within the army.  That8

was on one only occasion, not on two occasions.  They were released and they9

continued on their way.  I never was aware of any stripping, and I do know that10

when a soldier is arrested, the first thing to do is to disarm them, and that is how11

things happened.  I do not know whether you have followed me properly, Counsel?12

Q.   I did follow you, but my question with regard to these arrests was with regard13

to the support regiment and what happened to -- at PK12 in Begoua.  You have just14

refuted what happened at the support regiment and you have just told me what15

happened at PK12 in Begoua, so I shall not belabour the point.  I shall continue.  I16

believe that I have a few more questions to put to you.17

Now, throughout the duration of the conflict, did General Bombayake go out into the18

field of operations?19

A.   No.  Bombayake never went out into the field of operations, never.  I could20

not testify to something that is not true.21

Q.   And in such a case, how could he give orders (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

A. I did not say that he was the only person to give (Redacted) orders. I said that (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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Subsequently, when we left the area that had coverage, we received Thurayas, and1

it was via the Thurayas that we would receive our orders.2

Q.   I thank you, Mr Witness, and I'm going to put my last question to you in order3

to respect the time limit.  Do you know whether when the MLC arrived at the4

Boy-Rabé centre in Bangui they asked whether this was indeed PK12?5

A.   Counsel, we did not go via Boy-Rabé neighbourhood.  There were Miskine's6

soldiers there and I remember that this was behind a little hillock.  We never arrived7

there.  We took another way.  We did not go via Boy-Rabé ever.8

MR ZARAMBAUD:  (Interpretation)  I thank you, Mr Witness.  Thank you for9

answering my questions.10

Madam President, I have now finished my questions, and I hope that I have respected11

the time frame and I thank you.12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much, Mr Zarambaud.13

I now give the floor to Maître Douzima Lawson.14

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation)  I thank you, Madam President.15

QUESTIONED BY MS DOUZIMA LAWSON: (Interpretation)16

Q.   Mr Witness, good morning.17

A.   Good morning.18

Q.   Mr Witness, my name is Maître Marie-Edith Douzima Lawson and I am also19

legal representative for victims in this case; in the case in which you are testifying.20

I am also of Central African nationality, and I have been authorised to put a number21

of questions to you on behalf of the victims that I represent.  I shall be putting a22

number of questions to you as to your knowledge of the events, and also a number of23

questions seeking clarification on answers that you provided to Maître Kilolo and also24

to Maître Badibanga.25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red-ENG WT 12-03-2013 19/60 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red2-ENG WT 12-03-2013 19/60 NB T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0019

12.03.2013 Page 20

Mr Witness, firstly I would like to ask you whether, (Redacted) there were1

any other officers within the MLC troops that were deployed to the Central African2

Republic?3

A.   I thank you for this question, Counsel.  There were a number of officers within4

the MLC. I am talking here about officers who were sent there.  I said to you that5

the brigade had three battalions.  You heard me say that.  There were officers at the6

platoon level, at company level.  There were members of the General Staff.  All of7

these people were officers.  There were members of the General Staff who were8

brigade members.  They were officers.  There were Dikunduakila co-ordinators,9

who were also officers.  There was also Mr Romain Mondonga who was an officer.10

Yes, there were indeed officers. There were several officers.11

Q.   I thank you, Mr Witness.  Now, upon your arrival, what precisely did you12

receive from the Central African military authorities?13

A.   Counsel, we received everything that we had requested.14

Q.   Could you clarify this point somewhat?15

A.   Well, in logistical terms we received vehicles, vehicles for our operations, for16

supplies, and the commander received transport vehicles for personal and troop17

transport.  We received weapons, we received ammunition, medicine, food, clothing,18

et cetera, et cetera.  We also received lubricant for our weapons.19

Q.   At the hearing of 26 February 2013, this is transcript 285, page 35, lines 26 to 27,20

you stated that, "All of the equipment (Redacted)21

from Bombayake depot in the Central African Republic."  Now, is this the equipment22

that you have just mentioned?23

A.   Well, you cannot store fuel in the same place as you store bombs, medicines, or24

rifles.  I do not know where the various things came from, which depots they came25
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from, but I can give you the list of all the things that we received in logistical terms.1

I just have.2

Q.   Mr Witness, I was just reading through your statement, that is the statement of3

the hearing of the 26th, in which you stated that all of the equipment that (Redacted)4

(Redacted) from the depot of Bombayake in the Central5

African Republic.  Now, do you know where that depot was located?6

A.   There was equipment from Camp de Roux, such as ammunition, weapons, 1207

mortars, 82 mortars, 107 millimetres.  I'm not quite sure how many there were.8

There were support weapons and there were other weapons that came from Camp9

Béal, which was the General Staff Headquarters of the Central African Republic Army.10

Those were the two locations that I recall.  I was not in charge of logistics and that is11

why I am not in a position to provide you with the other places whence the weaponry12

came.13

Q.   Now, Mr Witness, I shall move on to something else.  Now, still during the14

hearing of 26 February 2013, page 23, lines 7 to 18, Mr Witness, Maître Kilolo was15

putting to you the following question:  "With regard to what happened precisely out16

in the field, can you tell us the difference, or rather the roles assigned to Generals17

Bombayake, Tutu Kuese, Mazi (Redacted) How were the roles shared out18

(Redacted) And in your answer you said that, "At the very top there was the19

Chief of Staff, Mbeti-Ti-Bangui, and it was he who was in charge of all the operations20

from -- on the basis of all the information from the presidency.  The operations21

reports and planning all came from him.  He was also the person who gave orders to22

Mazi, who was the commander of operations - I am speaking here about the23

operations in the Central African Republic - (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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Now, Mr Witness, how do you know that Mbeti-Ti-Bangui received information or all1

of the information from the presidency?2

A.   He himself will tell (Redacted) that he came from the presidency and that such3

and such had been decided upon, and that is why, Counsel, I knew that the order4

came from the presidency.  General Bombayake also said (Redacted) that we should5

be at the ready, that the Chief of General Staff was preparing to give us an order and6

that this order came from the chief.  So for me this was a means for me to ascertain7

that he received orders from the presidency based on what he told us and what8

Mr Bombayake also told us.9

Q.   Mr Witness, now still during this hearing of the 26th - and we are now referring10

to page 31, lines 7 to 10 - you said as follows, (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

Q.   And in which language did you communicate?21

A.   He would speak Sango or use Sango when communicating with Tutu Kuese,22

(Redacted) Tutu Kuese would therefore use an interpreter.  We would23

on occasion communicate in French and the main thing for me was to understand his24

message, but most of the time we did use a mediator and Mr Tutu Kuese was the25
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mediator.1

Q.   Have you ever refused to execute an order given to you by Mr Mazi?2

A.   No, never.3

Q.   Mr Witness, at the hearing of yesterday, transcript 291, in the edited version4

dated 11 March 2013, page 15, lines 23 to 26, you said that when Mbeti-Ti-Bangui died5

you thought that Gambi replaced him.  Do you know when that was?6

A.   Counsel, I remember that Mbeti-Ti-Bangui died just after visiting Damara.  I no7

longer recall which month it was, whether it was in November or December.  A8

short while later (Redacted)9

(Redacted) Now, with regard to Gambi, I do not recall.  I do not recall the10

date, but I know that it was after Damara fell.11

Q.   And did Gambi play the same role as Mbeti-Ti-Bangui?12

A.   Yes, at the level of the CCO and Chief of General -- and General Staff, because13

throughout the time (Redacted)14

he was at the CCO level.15

Q.   Did Mazi remain his deputy?16

A.   When we left, Mazi no longer had that function.  I spoke about the lack of trust17

that reigned after Thierry left for Cameroon, and I think that Mazi had his functions18

taken away from him.  I don't know who replaced him.19

Q.   But after Mazi, who was the chief of operations?  Who gave you orders?  To20

whom did you report?21

A.   We continued with General Bombayake.22

Q.   And the new Chief of General Staff, (Redacted)23

A.   I said that he never came to the front, (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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Q.   You just said, Witness, that you continued with General Bombayake.  You've1

often mentioned his name, Witness. (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

Q.   Witness, between the Chief of General Staff, Mr Mbeti-Ti-Bangui, the Deputy8

Chief of Staff, Mazi, and General Bombayake, who precisely was (Redacted) hierarchical9

superior?10

A. (Redacted) these three were generals.11

THE INTERPRETER:  The interpreter in the (Redacted) booth points out that the12

answer was cut from the witness.13

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  I said that (Redacted) the14

three of them were generals. (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation)17

Q. Witness, I note you haven't answered my question.  My question was, (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

A. (Redacted)23

(Redacted) When it concerns24

the transmission of orders on the hostilities, we had the person who was the head of25
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everybody responsible for operations; that was Mazi.  And you know in the1

presidency, it's a very high level.  I don't know where I would put Bombayake in the2

chain of command.  He was alongside the president, so he could pass on everything3

that the president asked him to do. (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

Q.   Witness, I note your answer.  Now, speaking about Bombayake, at yesterday's6

hearing, 291, transcript 291, 11 March 2013, page 11, line 7 to 24, the Prosecutor,7

Counsel Badibanga, asked you, (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted) in Bossangoa.  There were other forces in Damara, Sibut, and13

on Bozoum road. (Redacted) and when I said that the order to14

withdraw came, this was transmitted because at that time Mazi was no longer in15

charge.16

Q.   How was this message sent (Redacted)17

A. It was given by telephone, the Thuraya, and we received that message. (Redacted)18

(Redacted) There was a written message, but he also called (Redacted) on the phone.19

There was an order to say that Tutu Kuese should stay where he was.  This was20

transmitted by phonie and it was also written down on a piece of paper.21

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  I'd like to go back to a question that Counsel Zarambaud22

asked you a moment ago about MONUSCO.  Witness, at the hearing of23

26 March 2013 (sic), transcript 85, page 31, lines 14 to 26, Counsel Kilolo asked you the24

question, "Who was your supreme commander within the framework of military25
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operations that you were carrying out in the Central African Republic?"  And you1

answered that, "The supreme commander of operations was -- it was he that decided2

on the operations and that was indeed the President Patassé."3

But afterwards, from line 27, immediately after to line 29, you give the following4

illustration, "Myself, as a Congolese person today, if you tell me that people from5

MONUSCO are here in our country, then you cannot say that the head is President6

Kabila."  And you continue on page 32, line 1, "I think that they can never receive7

any kind of order from him."8

And I just wanted to go back to that because Counsel Zarambaud didn't textually9

situate what you said on that day.  So is it not correct, in the case of the MLC in the10

Central African Republic, that they could not receive any orders from Patassé because11

the MLC can only say that their head is President Patassé -- because they cannot say12

that their president is -- THE INTERPRETER:  "That their president is President13

Patassé", corrects the interpreter.14

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)   No.  Perhaps you misunderstand me, because I15

even gave another example of operations (Redacted)16

Counsel, I said that we had carried out operations with Indians.  Indians did not17

receive the order from India.  They got the order from their hierarchy here in the18

Congo, and I remember having said that.  Perhaps I was speaking fast or you19

understood something else, but that was my objective.  We operated with them.20

You know, in a country, even in the case of MONUSCO, they cannot operate without21

Kabila's say.  In terms of Pakistan or India, they can't give an order to forces which22

are located in our country.  The order comes from the commander.  There's no23

supreme commander of operations that exists, but you have a commander of24

operation, but the supreme commander of an operation never existed.25
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In any country when you ask me the question, "Who was the supreme commander of1

operations?", I will answer you, "There has never been a supreme commander of2

operations."  You have the supreme commander of a country and that's the person3

who transmitted the orders with regard to the operations.4

Q.   Witness, I'm just repeating what you stated in the hearing of 26 March 2013.5

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maybe there is a slight mistake on the date of this6

transcript.7

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation)  It is indeed 26 February.  Thank you8

very much, your Honour.9

Q.   Witness, do you know the state of the Central African Army when the MLC10

troops were deployed in Bangui?11

A.   No, and it's for that reason that a forward team was sent.  Personally, I had no12

information in that regard.13

Q.   You did co-operate with the Central African forces though, didn't you?14

A.   Yes, that is correct.15

Q.   Was it not necessary to know the state of the force with which you had to16

co-operate?17

A.   I had my own analysis.  The time that I spent there, my analysis made it18

possible for me to understand how the Central African forces were organised.  When19

you work with somebody, you have to know or understand who you are working20

with.21

Q.   You therefore operated with the FACA?22

A.   Yes, indeed, from the start right to the end.23

Q.   And how did it happen?  How did it go?24

A.   We had good co-operation.  We worked together.25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red-ENG WT 12-03-2013 27/60 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red2-ENG WT 12-03-2013 27/60 NB T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0019

12.03.2013 Page 28

Q.   Were there never incidents that occurred between the FACA and the MLC1

troops?2

A.   I wouldn't say that it was the FACA, but I think alongside the Central African3

parliament there were two of our troops who were victims of arrows or spears.  So4

we can't say it was the FACA who did this, because the FACA didn't use spears.  It5

was the only incident that we had when we were there, but everywhere where we6

were there weren't incidents such as these people being injured by arrows.7

Q.   Witness, you spoke from time to time about Colonel Thierry.  Was it Colonel8

Thierry Lengbe?9

A.   I think so, yes.  Yes, he could be -- he was a slim person, tall.10

THE INTERPRETER:  The interpreter points out that the answer of the witness was11

cut.  Please could the witness be answered to -- be asked to repeat his answer?12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  There was a slight problem with the sound.  Could13

you please repeat your last answer?14

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, your Honour.  I said that it could be15

Mr Lengbe.  Perhaps he was called Lengbe.  A slim person, slender.  He had16

military training in the military academy in France, or in another country.  He came17

from abroad.  Yes, he could be called Lengbe.18

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation)19

Q. (Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

THE INTERPRETER:  The interpreter points out that the same problem is23

continuing.24

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Ms Toumaj, could you please put the microphone25
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closer to the witness because we are having difficulties with the sound.1

Mr Witness, can you repeat please again your last answer?2

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Your Honour, I was saying that there weren't3

particular relations between Moustapha and Thierry, (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation)7

Q. Was there no complaint made to you with regard to the behaviour, or conduct,8

of (Redacted) troops by him?9

A.   No, I don't remember.  No.  Once I answered Mr Zarambaud's question, when10

soldiers were arrested (Redacted) had long discussions on the subject of freeing the11

soldiers who were arrested by other soldiers, Central African soldiers, and (Redacted) asked12

them to avoid carrying out vengeance in the army, but he never complained (Redacted) on13

the subject of the conduct of (Redacted) troops.14

Q.   Very well, Witness.  A last question before the break.  You also stated at the15

hearing on 26 February 2013, page 8, lines 18 to 19, that, "There were people16

who -- who negatively portrayed our operations because people were tired of17

President Patassé and you could say that his army was divided.  You could say that18

they demonised the operations."  When you say, "There were people ...", who were19

these people who demonised your operations?20

A.   They were politicians from the opposition.  If at that time you were in Bangui,21

Counsel, remember that every day at 1600 -- 1800 hours to 1805, 6 o'clock to 5-past-6,22

there were noises; metal noises.  There were places where this would occur even in23

the army.24

Here I'll give you an example.  There was a minister, a Minister of Defence, who was25
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a victim.  You know that the opposition tried to demonise the authority in place.1

When we heard these metal noises, we wondered what it was and we were told that2

there was -- well, there were people who wanted to demonise the Central African3

regime.4

Q.   When you say, "our operations," do you mean MLC operations?5

A.   With the Central Africans.6

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation)  Your Honour, I see it's almost break7

time. I would like to stop there.8

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Maître Douzima.9

Mr Witness, it's almost 11.  We are going to our break, give you the opportunity to10

have some coffee, some tea and to rest a little bit.  We'll be back at 11.30.11

The hearing is suspended.12

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.13

(Recess taken at 10.58 a.m.)14

*(Upon resuming in closed session at 11.35 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session15

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.16

Please be seated.17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Welcome back.  Welcome back, Mr Witness.18

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Thank you very much, Madam President.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Douzima, you have the floor.20

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, Madam President.21

Q.   Witness, we shall continue our discussion.  Witness, can you tell the Court the22

strength of (Redacted) troops deployed in Bozoum? How many men (Redacted) deploy in23

Bozoum?24

A.   There was an entire battalion of Congolese and a company of Central Africans,25
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as well as other Central Africans whom we found on the ground, who had fled from1

the Chadians.  They joined us when we arrived.  So when we got to Bozoum, there2

was one company from Central Africa and our entire battalion.3

Q.   And in Bossangoa?4

A.   It was the same in Bossangoa.  On the day Bossangoa was captured, there was5

an entire battalion of Congolese, the 28th Battalion, Seguin's 28th Battalion, and there6

was also an entire company of Central Africans, as well as a few bodyguards, but I7

didn't remain there long after it was captured.  Other Central Africans joined them8

as well, that is people from the gendarmerie, from the police, and from the company9

that had been with us.10

Q.   And in Bossembélé?11

A.   Regarding Bossembélé, madam, there were no forces in Bossembélé.  No forces12

in Bossembélé.  There were Central African soldiers when we were in Bozoum and13

Bossangoa, but there, there were only Central Africans at that place.  There were no14

Congolese soldiers permanently assigned to that area.15

Q.   What about Damara and Sibut?16

A.   There was one battalion in Damara, the battalion that was under Major Kamisi's17

orders.  It was the Poudrier B Battalion.  Then there was a company of Central18

Africans, and when we engaged in combat in Sibut, three companies had been sent,19

two of which were made up of Congolese and one which was less.  Then there was a20

platoon which remained with us in Damara and two platoons which went towards21

Sibut and then returned later on.22

Q.   Witness, you have just told the Court that you were in Damara, where there23

were two platoons with you.  How much time --24

A.   I said that I remained there with one platoon.  Two platoons went to Sibut with25
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the Congolese.1

Q.   Very well.  How much time did you spend in Damara?2

A.   After the fall of Damara, (Redacted)3

(Redacted) to Damara for the operation4

there, up until 15 March, the time at which our forces withdrew.  You know, the5

Damara axis, or the Damara road, was the first road that people went through and so6

it was all the Congolese that left Damara, and it's only the Central Africans who7

remained behind.  So that must have been one or one month-and-a-half, but I can't8

remember the exact dates that we spent at that location.9

Q.   Now, during the one or one-and-a-half months that you spent in Damara,10

where was your residence?11

A.   We were in our defensive position.  There was an advance team of soldiers,12

while there were others in Sibut, while the General Staff was in the bushes where our13

defensive positions were being taken up, and we used to live in our tents.14

Q. (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

A. (Redacted) When we liberated Sibut17

and the students who had been arrested and imprisoned by Bozizé's rebels, as well as18

by the Chadians, when we released or liberated the sisters, the nuns, and the fathers,19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted) as I21

already said, we used to live in our tents.22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted) whose name is -- well, I don't1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

A.   That person even brought us some water.  He indicated to us that he was6

pro-Patassé, he helped us a lot and he also provided us with information.  He helped7

the Central African soldiers as well.  Even regarding our operation in Sibut he8

helped us quite a lot, and compared to the other citizens, I think that he was one9

citizen who helped the powers that be at the time quite significantly.10

Q.   Witness, at the hearing of 26 February, page 7, line 12 to 27, this is what you said:11

"I realised that wherever we went members of the population were happy to see us,12

and they sang songs of freedom and liberation."13

In what language did those people sing those freedom songs, Mr Witness?14

A.   When people receive you with palm fronds, you see, it is easy to know whether15

or not they're happy.  Some of the songs were in Sango, others were in French.  I16

was there with the Central Africans who understood Sango, and they are the ones17

who told us that these people were singing songs of joy and songs of freedom.18

Q.   Same page, Witness, from lines 18 to 22, you testified that you do recall that in19

Sibut some sisters or nuns came to see you asking that you liberate Sibut because the20

enemy had closed down the girls' school and you did everything to liberate that21

school.  In what language did those sisters or nuns talk to you?22

A. I was not personally involved in any discussions with those sisters or nuns. (Redacted)23

(Redacted) but there are some Central Africans who were able to24

talk with those sisters and they had those conversations in Sango and then told us25
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what had been said.  So we did everything that we could to free up that school1

according to their requests, and we went to Damara under very good protective2

measures.3

I think that is what happened, and I think if those sisters were to be honest, they4

would tell you that they greatly appreciate and acknowledge what we did for them.5

Q.   When you arrived in Sibut, was the enemy still there?6

A.   Yes.  We had been fighting the enemy until the enemy fled, so the enemy was7

still there.8

Q.   Witness, this morning you said that the role of women within the MLC in the9

CAR -- and I'm referring here to the real-time transcript of this morning, page 11, lines10

13 to 28, page 12, line 1, you said that the role of the women was to provide health11

care.  Now, did those women come along with you to the field, to the combat zone?12

A.   These were not civilians.  Let me repeat so that you can understand me clearly.13

Please do not tell me tomorrow that I was talking about civilian women being with us.14

I told you that these women were called PMF, and I explained to you that the PMF15

stands for "Personnel Militaire Féminin," Female Military Staff.  So these were16

women soldiers; they were not civilians.  So when we left, when we were going, we17

were there with them and we had our mobile clinic or mobile dispensary which18

provided first-aid services.19

Q.   Thank you Witness.  Still at the hearing of 26 February, page 39, line 7, you20

said the following:  "In the Central African Republic, we did not receive any21

salaries."22

Now, within the MLC, did you in any event receive a monthly salary?23

A.   Please, it helps to recall what was said properly.  I said clearly that at the MLC24

we did not receive any salaries because we were expecting payment, and our role was25
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to free up the people.1

Q.   How then did you manage to feed your families?2

A. (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted) Before I joined the army, I did have some money of my5

own, which my family was able to survive on.6

Now, during the Bangui operations we were given some food and that's how we were7

able to survive.  We did not need money because we were convinced that after the8

operations we will receive a salary when we come to power, when we join the9

government, and of course that is what happened.  When we joined the government,10

we were paid our salaries.11

Q.   Thank you, Witness.  I therefore do understand that within the MLC you did12

not receive any salaries.  Now, let us move on to transcript 285, of 26 February, page13

3, lines 15 and 16.  Witness, you said the following:  "The operation in the Central14

African Republic lasted about five months."15

During those five months, did you fight?16

A.   Yes, but allow me to return to the first question you asked.  It is not only while17

in the Congo that we were not given salaries.  Even in the Central African Republic18

we did not receive any salaries.  You see, those months that were spent in the19

Central African Republic were spent fighting with our weapons.20

Q.   Witness, I did understand clearly what you said about the salaries.  Now, on21

page 7 of transcript 286, of 27 February, line 8 to 11, you testified as follows, that you22

did not see any MLC soldiers rape, kill or rob while you were there, and that all of23

that added up to lies.  What then do you make of the Gbadolite trials, at which MLC24

troops were convicted for pillaging and rapes and crimes committed in the Central25
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African Republic?  What do you make of the Gbadolite trial?1

A.   If you look closely at what I have said, it would be useful.  You see, you've2

asked me a number of questions and you will recall that I said that there were3

attempted robberies by Willy Bomengo's group, and I also told you that all that they4

had stolen was handed back, so these were only attempted robberies and I didn't see5

any rapes.  I didn't see any killings.  All of those things are lies.6

Q.   Very well.  To conclude our examination, on 27 February, transcript 284, page7

16, line 12, you said you left the MLC in August 2003.  Why?8

A.   After the Sun City agreements, signed by President Kabila and his9

vice-presidents, or those who were part of the rebellion, after that agreement one10

could not continue to be an MLC soldier while being a member of the government.11

So I left the MLC because I had joined the government.  One could not belong to the12

MLC and to the government at the same time.13

MS DOUZIMA LAWSON:  Thank you, Witness, for answering all my questions.14

Madam President, that will be all.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you very much, Maître Douzima.16

(Trial Chamber confers)17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, the Chamber has also some follow-up18

questions to put to you in order to clarify some points of your testimony and to also19

clarify some contradictions found in your declarations that you gave to the Office of20

the Prosecution and your testimony, and I will start by this last point that was part of21

the question of Maître Douzima.  It's the problem with the withdrawal of the troops,22

the MLC troops or ALC troops, from Central African Republic.23

In CAR-OTP-0020-0209, lines 614, 615 and 617, you said, and I quote, "And the24

agreement of Sun City requested our Chairman to take back his soldiers to Congo and25
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then we went back voluntarily," end of quote.1

In the same document, on pages 668, 670, 672, you said, and I quote, (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted) end of quote.4

In the same document, page 13 -- I'm sorry, here on CAR-OTP-0020-0263 at pages5

0276, lines 450 and 454, and page 14, lines 456, Ms Kneuer asked you, "When did6

Bemba tell (Redacted) to withdraw (Redacted) troops?" And you answered, "That was7

after the capture of Bossangoa.  That was at the end of February."8

In the transcript today, we see on pages 30 and 31 that you said that Bombayake sent9

(Redacted) a message ordering (Redacted) to withdraw the troops. At the end, Mr Witness,10

who gave (Redacted) the order to withdraw the troops? Was it Mr Bemba himself, because of11

the Sun City agreement, or Mr Bombayake?12

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Thank you very much, Madam President.  After13

the Sun City agreement, Bemba's order was to take the troops to Gbadolite to14

integrate them into the Congolese army, and the orders to have the troops leave the15

CAR, you will remember, Madam President, (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

Bemba did not give us the order to leave the Central African Republic, as such.23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted) He said, "Do what you25
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have been told, because you are under Central African Republic authority," and this1

might have been misinterpreted, this order.  The order was to integrate the ALC2

soldiers and this did not concern the Central African Republic at all.  Thank you.3

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Yes, all this report on how the order to withdraw the4

troops from CAR is I must confess, Mr Witness, for me still quite confused.5

We heard in this Court, Mr Witness, the testimony of a high official within MLC, and6

this official -- and this for the parties is transcript 209.  This high official said that the7

MLC announced the withdrawal from Central African Republic on 16 January, and8

Mr Bemba gave 60 days - two months - for the troops to withdraw.  So the9

announcement, as a consequence of the Sun City agreement, was made in January.10

The witness says literally, and I quote, "Jean-Pierre Bemba announced that the MLC11

troops would withdraw from the Central African Republic and that announcement12

was made on 16 January."13

Now you say you insist in that (Redacted) received the order to withdraw in March from14

Bombayake.  You confirm that, Mr Witness, or there is some misunderstanding here?15

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Thank you very much, Madam President.16

The MLC had many members and I could not understand how administration was17

conducted in Gbadolite.  I was not working in conjunction with other senior officials18

in the Central African Republic, as you just said.19

I have taken an oath and I am still under oath before you. I can confirm that (Redacted)20

not receive any order from Jean-Pierre Bemba to leave. Bombayake gave (Redacted) the21

order and this order came from their presidents, (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

With regard to the other individuals, well, you know, anybody can say according to24

their knowledge of the situation.  However, I never talked to the Gbadolite office to25
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know whether Mr Bemba had received such an order and from whom.1

(Redacted) the order from the Central African Republic, and this2

happened after the operation in Bossangoa when we started to withdraw.  It did not3

take two months, no.  Even somebody who crawls along the ground can reach4

Bangui in two months.  We walked slowly, but it might have taken us two to three5

weeks and this sufficed amply.  We were expecting the Central African soldiers to6

occupy our locations in order for us to withdraw.7

I did not receive any order from Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba.  All that I do know is that8

Bemba -- all I know is what Bemba received (Redacted) However, I received no order9

from him, and this I can confirm (Redacted) the Congolese forces deployed10

in the Central African Republic.11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Following these line of thoughts, I would like to put12

to you a hypothetical question: If in mid-January Mr Bemba had called (Redacted) and13

ordered (Redacted) to come back immediately to Congo, would (Redacted) withdrawn or14

would (Redacted) wait the orders of Bombayake?15

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Had he called (Redacted), Madam President, it would16

have been the first order that (Redacted) received from him since the beginning of the17

operation and (Redacted) but he18

did not call (Redacted). Throughout the duration of these operations (Redacted) not receive19

any order from Jean-Pierre Bemba.  I shall confirm this fact and continue to do so20

before your good self and your Honours.21

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Witness, please pay attention to my question and22

respond to my question.  It was a hypothetical question.  If Mr Bemba had called23

(Redacted) in mid-January, or even in December, and ordered (Redacted) to withdraw the troops,24

would (Redacted) have withdrawn the troops or would (Redacted) depend on the order of25
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Bombayake?  This is my question.  It's a hypothesis.1

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Madam President, (Redacted) fell under Central African2

authority and as such (Redacted) did not fall under Gbadolite. He had requested that (Redacted) fall3

under the responsibilities of the Central Africans and, therefore, (Redacted) was to4

expect orders from Central African authorities.5

Thank you, Madam President.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: You are saying then that (Redacted) would not obey7

the orders of the Supreme Commander of the ALC, but rather the orders of8

Bombayake?  Is this what you are saying?9

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation) (Redacted)10

(Redacted) However, under such circumstances (Redacted) would have told him to go11

via the Central African hierarchy and (Redacted) would have said that we were supposed to12

help. That's what (Redacted) would have said, in all honesty, and by virtue of the13

respect - the level of respect - that (Redacted) owed him.14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Judge Aluoch.15

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Just one further clarification on this particular point, and this16

comes from your interview, Mr Witness, and this is the time when the troops were17

withdrawing, coming to PK12 because you are in PK12.  So I want to read a few lines18

from CAR-OTP-0020-0210, the last line, line 666, where you say:  "I was personally at19

that PK12 with both those battalions."  Then line 667, the interviewer asks -- no, 668,20

"And then" -- sorry, Mr Witness, you are speaking, (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

Now, Mr Witness, you say that you fell under Central African Republic, not24

Gbadolite, you got the orders from Bombayake.  Why was this conversation then25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted) That's the clarification I'm seeking from5

you, Mr Witness.6

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  I thank you very much, Madam President.7

Yesterday, and the day before yesterday, I said that (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted) and I have repeated this on a number of16

occasions.17

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Mr Witness, I was simply reading what is written So what you18

explain is not what is written here, but I have noted your explanation, but I was19

reading exactly what is in the interview transcript.  That's all.20

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, I would like to check with you some of21

the information that you gave to the Prosecution.  On CAR-OTP-0020-0215, at page22

0219, you say, starting on page 0218:  "When you received your orders, what were23

you told about the mandate in the CAR?" And you answered, (Redacted) was given24

two missions.  First we were fighting with the army of the government.  The25
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information that we had was that the government was going to come from Bangui1

and to attack us by the rear, and the very first mission was to destabilise all the2

enemies who were planning to come to destabilise us, and the second was to defend3

the president, who was democratically elected, and as he was co-operating properly4

with our chairman, we didn't want to know whatever the problem, but all what we5

had were these missions."6

Simple question, Mr Witness:  Do you confirm that you said that, or this is a mistake7

or a translation problem?8

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  What I said, and I continue to say, is the truth,9

Madam President.  You will recall that I undertook to say the truth, to tell the truth.10

(Redacted) one sole mission, to go and assist President11

Patassé, and if President Patassé requested assistance, this was because the two12

people were in agreement, so the mission was to go and assist President Patassé.13

Now, if what you have just read out was said, it might have been a mistake on my14

part, I do not know.  The truth is --15

THE INTERPRETER: The (Redacted) interpreter says that the sound is cutting out16

and the last part of the witness's response was not audible.17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, can you repeat just the last part of your18

answer?19

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  In the last part of my response, I said that what I20

have said before the Judges is the truth, notably, that I received one mission.21

(Redacted) the one mission, to go and assist President Patassé.  There was no22

question of fighting the Congolese government soldiers, because in Congo we were23

fighting.24

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, at the beginning of your testimony,25
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when questioned by the Defence, you indicated that (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

When questioned by the Prosecution, however, you indicated that (Redacted) troops had6

its own uniforms, and that some people had their uniforms and others came to an7

agreement with their colleagues, in order to have some - I presume from Central8

African colleagues.  This is English transcript 288, page 37, line 7.  In the9

declarations that you gave before the Prosecution, and this is CAR-OTP-0020-0215 at10

page 0220 and 0221, as from lines 177, you said, "We had our own uniform.  We were11

also wearing camouflage uniform.  It was different from all the other people as well,12

but it is a bit difficult for me, you know, to try to describe but, God willing, if I come13

across pictures, I can show you to say this is the uniform that (Redacted) troops were wearing,14

this is the uniform from people from Chad and that's the uniform from people, people15

from Centrafrique."16

Then the question: "Can you provide us an example where the uniforms of (Redacted)17

troops and the other people you mentioned were different?"  And your answer:18

"The example was that we couldn't really wear the uniform of other people.  We had19

our own uniforms, and as we were working with the army of the government, to be20

unified, to make the unity, we were sometimes, you know, obliged to wear the same21

uniform."22

Mr Witness, from these three versions, which is the version that the Chamber has to23

take into account?  Do you have your own uniforms, and sometimes you had to use24

Central African uniforms?  You were given uniforms by the Central African soldiers?25

ICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red-ENG WT 12-03-2013 43/60 NB TICC-01/05-01/08-T-292-Red2-ENG WT 12-03-2013 43/60 NB T
Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and ICC-01/05-01/08-3038,
the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public



Trial Hearing (Closed Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness:  CAR-D04-PPPP-0019

12.03.2013 Page 44

Or sometimes your people had uniforms, and others, there came an agreement with1

the Central African soldiers, in order to have their uniforms?  Which is the version,2

Mr Witness?3

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Thank you very much, Madam President.  This4

is the truth that you should retain.  The 27th and 28th Battalion, when they made the5

crossing on the 29th, received the Central African uniform.  On leaving our country,6

we did not have any civilian attire.  We had our own fatigues.  However, the colour7

of these fatigues was different from those we came across in the Central African8

Republic, and when the Poudrier B Battalion crossed over, they were given a uniform.9

We wanted to have the same uniform in order to be able to identify each other, and10

when the 5th Battalion arrived, that was when they wanted to receive uniform from11

other people in Bangui.  However, during the operations, we wore the same uniform12

that the Central African Republic had given us.  That is the truth.  We received the13

same uniform, but at the outset we had our own uniform.14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, two times, or twice in your declarations15

to the Prosecution, and many times during your testimony before this Chamber, you16

were presented with your declarations in which you said that (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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What did you mean in your declarations when you said that (Redacted)1

(Redacted) What did you mean by2

that?3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Do you remember when René died?12

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  René died, he was killed by a bullet, shot next to13

a river at Bossangoa, near Bossangoa, but I don't remember the date, but it was the14

day when we entered Bossangoa, but with regards to the date, I don't remember, your15

Honour, precisely.  It was 12 kilometres from Bossangoa.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  But do you remember at least whether it was at the17

beginning, the middle or the end of the operations in Central African Republic?18

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  It was towards the  end, because, your Honour,19

it was in Bossangoa where we got the order to go back.  We didn't spend more than20

a week in Bossangoa, so it was towards the end of the operations.  The last town that21

we captured was Bossangoa.22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Are you aware on whether René had direct contacts23

with Mr Bemba during the events?24

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  It's possible, and maybe it's not possible, because,25
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your Honour, it's not up for me to say that he had to call.  That means that anything1

is possible.  He was the authority.  He could therefore call anybody he wanted to.2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  The first question, your Honour, if I've5

understood you well, you said -- you talk about calling, but you said that if I'd seen6

him or I -- I don't know if he'd -- well, you were talking about calling, but then you7

say about seeing the president.  I don't know if he saw the president.8

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Yes, maybe I didn't make myself understood.  I'm9

not talking about seeing, but talking to, calling Mr Bemba directly, (Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Your Honour, that's the reason why that I said12

that he could call him because he was the authority. (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

Once Major Sege went -- well, he went via Sege.  He told me -- your Honour, there16

was a break-up in the sound, and in my first statement I said that there was some17

times when I said that (Redacted) but with regards to René, I didn't hear at any time18

that he had called, your Honour.19

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  The Chamber was told by one witness that René was20

the favourite son of Mr Bemba.  Have you heard any comments in that respect?21

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  I don't know.  I didn't hear anything of that22

type.23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  But being René, Mr Bemba's favourite child, and this24

is on transcript 157, English, on page 15, "René was Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba's favourite25
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child.  Mr Bemba particularly loved René and everybody knew of it at that time."1

Did you know at that time that he was the favourite child of René -- of Mr Bemba?2

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Thank you, your Honour.  If everybody knew,3

perhaps it was only me who didn't know.  Who was the child that Bemba didn't like,4

love?  Because there was everybody.  Why, your Honour?5

THE INTERPRETER:  There is a break-up in the sound, says the interpreter in the6

Swahili booth.7

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  As far as I'm concerned, I was an exception.  I8

wasn't aware of that.9

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  So you didn't know anything about the role of René10

during the events in the Central African Republic?11

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  The role played by René in the operations in the12

CAR was the commander of the 20th Battalion.  He had his base that was in Zongo,13

opposite Bangui.  He was in Libenge, and when we crossed over it was -- he chose14

René for him to meet the people responsible for logistics so that they could feed the15

soldiers. (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  But if I understood, you don't know whether he was19

in direct contact with Mr Bemba; is that correct?20

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  I don't know if he was the child of the MLC, but21

this was -- with regards to this contact, that was something private, so I can't22

make -- you make a mistake when I say that they were in private contact, or direct23

contact, because anybody can get in contact with whom they want.24

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Right.  And in this topic, one last reference from25
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this very same transcript, 157, page 16, one witness said that after René was killed,1

"Orders and instructions would follow from Moustapha, and that is how they ended2

up shooting at anything that moved in order to avenge René, who was Jean-Pierre3

Bemba's favourite child."4

What is your comment about this instruction, to shoot at everything that moved in5

order to revenge René's murder?6

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation) (Redacted) After René7

died, in this river, your Honour, we fought the enemy, and what do I mean by this?8

I mean that this is what we did, but to say that everything that moved, you had to9

shoot anything that moved, who can shoot anything that moves?  We didn't even10

have enough ammunition to shoot at everything that moved.  The trees, everything,11

no. (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, I'm not saying.  I'm just repeating what15

a witness said before the Court.  It's not me that -- I'm not saying.  I don't know the16

facts.  I'm trying to understand the facts.17

Mr Witness, there is the information that, before the troops crossed from Zongo to18

Central African Republic, Mr Bemba met the troops and addressed the troops in order19

to boost their morale.  It is said - and this I take from transcript 186, page 44 - that20

Mr Bemba when addressing his troops said, "We have prepared you to go into the21

Central African Republic.  Over there, you don't have any fathers, mothers, older22

brothers, younger sisters.  Your task is the one I have entrusted to you.  According23

to the information we have, the enemy is wearing civilian clothing.  Anyone you24

encounter on the battle-field is an enemy."25
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My question is:  Were you there when Mr Bemba addressed the troops?1

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation)  No, I wasn't there, your Honour, and I hadn't2

heard about that because (Redacted) Mr Bemba3

was in Gbadolite.  He hadn't arrived in Zongo.  At the time that Mr Bemba was4

speaking with the soldiers, that was in PK12.  He didn't say that. He told us that5

we had to keep discipline.6

THE INTERPRETER:  The interpreter points out that once again the sound has been7

lost.8

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  With regards to all that, I didn't see it.  There9

are a lot of witnesses who will appear before you, (Redacted)10

(Redacted) your Honour, I did not see it and I never heard anyone11

speak about that.12

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, let's once again check the chronology of13

the facts, because on two different occasions before the Prosecution you said that (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted) When exactly16

did you cross to the Central African Republic, Mr Witness?17

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  I crossed on the 30th of the 10th.  1 or 318

November, I've forgotten the date, your Honour, (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted) I crossed over on the21

30th.22

With regards to the first date, even if I met with the Office of the Prosecutor I wasn't23

really sure about the date, but with regards to the crossing that was on the 30th of the24

10th.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  And on page 0027-063 -- now it's a problem.  Let's1

go by the lines. (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted) It was not in Zongo, but it was rather in Bangui.10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, in relation to that famous report that11

Defence and Prosecution analysed with you, do you remember that report in which12

(Redacted)13

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Yes.  Your Honour, I said two or three times14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, just to make it clear, I'm talking about17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted) You remember that?20

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Yes, your Honour, I remember.21

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  We had here another high official of the MLC -- and22

this is on transcript 215 and for sure I'm not going to quote for obvious reasons.  I'm23

just going to summarise what is on pages 51 and 52.24

This witness, and I repeat a high official, said -- this witness raised doubts as to the25
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authenticity and reliability of the document.  The witness said that this document1

would breach the MLC's administrative procedure, since it was addressed directly to2

the President of the MLC and not to the Chief of General Staff.  He said that the3

document has no number of identification, and finally the witness said that this is not4

normal for this type of report to be drafted.5

Do you have any comment to make about this part of this testimony, Mr Witness?6

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Where it concerns this document, your Honour, I7

would say that (Redacted)8

(Redacted) secretary, and the person then wrote it in another town and on9

returning (Redacted) it was taken to Gbadolite.10

Now, when it concerns the administration, it wasn't all the superior officers from the11

MLC who received this report. (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted) but he was aware of the content of this report.16

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  My final question for clarification, Mr Witness.  Is17

that correct, that you said that Mr Bemba went to Central African Republic twice; two18

times?19

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  I confirm that he came twice.  The first time he20

went to visit Patassé.  The second time was to welcome his family, but I didn't see21

him.  Now, when he went to see Patassé, it was at that time that he went to PK12 and,22

yes, those are the two times that I remember.  I can't confirm, it's difficult, but I can23

say that it was those two times.24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  When he came, (Redacted) When he went2

into the residence of President Patassé (Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  When he went to PK12, did he address the troops?5

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  Yes, for a few minutes.6

(Redacted)7

THE WITNESS:   (Interpretation)  I think so, but I don't remember if (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Judge Aluoch?11

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Just one more clarification, Mr Witness.  This is from the12

transcript of interview of (Redacted) and particularly on CAR-OTP-0020-0328.13

During the interview, I think this is particularly by Petra Kneuer, you were being14

questioned about the interview that Mr Bemba gave from Portugal to DRC radio, and15

Ms Kneuer then said, quoted what Mr Bemba said:  "He stated that he heard about16

complaints from the population and sent a letter at that time to the United Nations to17

request for an investigation.  Mr Bemba further stated that those who are in the field18

are responsible for what happened."   "Did you hear about that, Mr Witness?"  And19

your answer, I think, is "No."20

Can you just confirm that, Mr Witness, that you did not hear about this radio21

interview?  Just what I'm talking about now, did you hear anything about it at all, or22

you just heard it from Ms Petra Kneuer as she was interviewing you on that day?23

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation)  Thank you very much.  You know I heard24

mention of that interview for the first time when Madam Petra put the question to me.25
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I never heard an interview on the radio in which he may have said that it is those who1

were on the field who were responsible.  I was not aware of that.2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Judge Aluoch.3

Mr Witness, just to complete my last question:  When Mr Bemba addressed the4

troops in PK12, in which language he addressed the troops?  Do you remember?5

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  I remember that he spoke to the troops in Lingala.6

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Judge Ozaki.7

JUDGE OZAKI:  Mr Witness, I have one follow-up question. (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

THE INTERPRETER:  Madam President, sorry, the English booth is not getting the14

interpretation from the relay booth.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, just one moment.  We are having16

problems with interpretation.  Maybe we need you to start again giving your answer17

to Judge Ozaki's question, if you don't mind.18

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, Madam President.  This is what I19

was saying: (Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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that nothing of that sort had happened.  So I don't know, your Honour, if I have1

answered your question.2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Judge Aluoch.3

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Mr Witness, just a very small point of clarification.  I think you4

are on record as having stated (Redacted)5

that somebody you still remember today at all?6

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  Yes, yes, I do remember that person.7

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Mr Witness, can you give me the name?  We are in closed8

session so nobody can hear that name except we.9

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  It was not just one person (Redacted)10

The S2 was also there, and the S2's name was (Redacted) There was also (Redacted)11

(Redacted) was there as well.  So it was a team. (Redacted)12

it was a team.  The three battalion commanders were part of that team.13

JUDGE ALUOCH:  What about (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation)  The name is (Redacted)16

JUDGE ALUOCH:  Thank you very much.17

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, the Chamber has already put to you18

some follow-up questions that were of concern of the Chamber, and now I'm asking19

whether the Defence intends to redirect the witness?20

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Yes, your Honour, and I note that we may not be21

finished with this witness today, because Defence would need about one hour, and22

we have only 20 minutes, so could we agree on when to start?23

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, I think it would be, if it is convenient for24

you that you start, we take this 20 minutes and you can continue tomorrow.25
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MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Obliged, your Honour.1

QUESTIONED BY MR KILOLO: (Interpretation)2

Q.   Good-day, Mr Witness.3

A.   Good-day, Mr Kilolo.4

Q.   Do you remember the OTP, I mean Mr Badibanga, examining you at length on5

(Redacted)6

Do you remember those types of questions having been put to you by the OTP?7

A.   Yes, there were many questions, but I don't remember all of them.  What I8

know is that he put several questions to me, and now you are going to put some more9

questions to me, just like others have put several questions to me.10

Q. I just want some clarification from you. Now, can you tell the Court about (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

A.   When we arrived in Bangui, we fought the enemy; we went to PK12 and word15

was out that such-and-such a thing had happened.  Then we went to Bossangoa and16

then René died and then the operation continued. (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

MR BADIBANGA:  (Interpretation) Madam President, the purpose of redirect is22

simply to focus on new issues that may have arisen during the cross-examination.23

Maître Kilolo had opportunity to question the witness on (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted). So what Maître Kilolo is doing is not a redirect; he is actually examining1

the witness anew and this does not amount to a redirect.  Thank you.2

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo?3

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Clearly, I cannot share that point of view which4

simply seeks to impede the Defence from exercising his rights.  The OTP had been5

examining the witness for more than 22 hours and we have been very patient, in spite6

of some of the questions which entirely were leading, we didn't say anything, and we7

noticed that the Chamber also was silent because that gave the OTP the opportunity8

to raise all relevant questions in their view; that is the view of the OTP.9

So it would take at least 45 minutes to one hour to get clarification on essential points10

(Redacted) which were raised not only in the cross-examination11

of the OTP but also by the victims' representatives and even by the Chamber, so I12

think that the least that can be done would be to seek clarification in this area and on13

these issues.14

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Badibanga?15

MR BADIBANGA:  (Interpretation)  I'm sorry to crave the indulgence of the Court16

once more but, please, may the record show clearly that the issue here is not one of17

duration.  The point is that this is a Defence witness, the Defence prepped this18

examination, and if there were any issues to be raised with the witness they should19

have been done at the examination-in-chief, and the rules are very clear that redirect20

should deal only with issues that are raised during cross-examination.21

So, your Honour, I am sorry to repeat myself this way.22

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo, I'll give you the opportunity to reply23

to the reply, but just to remind you of the very, very specific role or objective of24

redirecting questions to a witness.  If you reopen the questioning of a witness, we'll25
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have to give the opportunity for the Prosecution and legal representatives to, let's say,1

cross-examine and this is not what the Chamber intends to do.2

So, please, be focused on follow-up questions related to questions or to answers that3

were given by the witness on items not discussed before.4

But you have the floor, you can complete your protest.5

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, Madam President.6

During the cross-examination by the OTP, a number of contradictions - or apparent7

contradictions - were raised by the OTP between the witness's statements to the8

Defence and the alleged prior statements made by this witness to the OTP.9

So the idea here therefore would be to revisit those points and to highlight a number10

of statements that this very witness had made to the Office of the Prosecutor on the11

same issues which corroborate the answers that he provided previously to the12

Defence at the time of the examination-in-chief.13

I would conclude by asking the OTP to remain calm.  We are here all as court officers14

and no one should be afraid of the emergence of the truth.15

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Maître Kilolo, the Chamber has not changed the16

rules.  The rules were the same when we had Prosecution witnesses, so the17

restrictions to redirect were put to the Prosecution witnesses, to the Prosecution team,18

the same way they are to be put to the Defence.19

But if you are saying that the points that you are dealing with, with this witness, are20

just clarifications from what has been discussed during the questioning by the21

Prosecution, the Chamber will allow.  What the Chamber cannot allow is reopening22

of testimony.23

You can proceed, Maître.24

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  Thank you, Madam President.25
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Q.   Witness, (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

Q.   When you met with the OTP, and I insist on the date (Redacted) that is even6

before Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba was arrested, that is in May 2008, at that time did you7

provide them with information on persons who gave you operational orders in the8

Central African Republic?9

A.   Yes, I do remember that I did.  At my first contact with them, I told them about10

all the authorities who were in charge of the operations.  I provided them with that11

information at our first contact.12

MR KILOLO:  (Interpretation)  I would like to ask the court officer to display for the13

witness document number 88, Defence list, page CAR-OTP-0020-0257.14

Witness, to gain time, let me read an excerpt of the conversation which you had on (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

Madam President, I note that the transcript in English is frozen.17

Q.   Let me read out this excerpt for your benefit, Mr Witness.  This is a question18

that was put to you, and it was in English.  I quote:  (Speaks English)  "You19

indicated that General Mazi was the commander of operation."  Réponse:  "Yes."20

"From where did he operate?"  Réponse:  "He was mostly preferring to stay back,21

because there was a headquarter which was mobile and that was the headquarter that22

(Redacted) and there was another headquarter which was static and23

that is the one which was supervised by General Mazi, but we did the fight of Bangui24

all together, up to when we arrived at PK12."25
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(Interpretation)  I would also like to ask the court officer to make available to the1

witness document number 89, Defence list of documents, page CAR-OTP-0020-0269.2

I will read that excerpt for your benefit, Mr Witness.  This is what you said to the3

OTP (Redacted) (Speaks English)  "It was every day.  The day that we would4

maybe overcome a given place, you know, each of them would come.  Whenever I5

was going from Sibut to go to Boali, there was only a way through PK12; and6

whenever I could arrive at PK12, (Redacted)7

(Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Interpretation)  Witness, here is my question:  Does this truly tally with what you20

told the OTP (Redacted)21

A.   Yes. (Redacted)22

(Redacted)23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Thank you, Maître Kilolo.  It's already 1.30.  We'll2

have to adjourn for today.3

And once again, I recommend Defence to prepare for tomorrow a redirect in order to4

avoid that we have to interrupt Defence and question whether this specific line of5

questioning is a redirect or not.6

I thank you, the Prosecution team, the legal representatives of victims.  I thank the7

Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba.  I thank very much our interpreters and court8

reporters.  I thank very much Ms Toumaj.9

Ms Toumaj?10

THE COURT OFFICER (Redacted):  Merci, madam le président.11

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Witness, we thank you very much.  We thought12

that we would be able to finish, to conclude your testimony today, but Defence still13

has some final questions to put to you.  So probably, as Maître Kilolo said, tomorrow14

we will need you for maybe one hour.  After that you will be released from your15

duties as a witness.  We thank you very much.16

Tomorrow we will resume at 9 in the morning.17

This hearing is adjourned.18

THE COURT USHER:  All rise.19

*(The hearing ends in closed session at 1.30 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session20

RECLASSIFICATION REPORT21

Pursuant to Trial Chamber III ‘s Orders, ICC-01/05-01/08-2223 and22

ICC-01/05-01/08-3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public23
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