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1 International Criminal Court

2  Trial Chamber III - Courtroom 1

3 Situation: Central African Republic

4  In the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo - ICC-01/05-01/08

5 Presiding Judge Sylvia Steiner, Judge Joyce Aluoch and Judge Kuniko Ozaki

6 Trial Hearing

7 Monday, 15 October 2012

8  (The hearing starts in open session at 9.09 a.m.)

9 THE COURT USHER: Allrise.
10  The International Criminal Court is now in session.
11  Please be seated.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, everyone.
13 Could, please, court officer call the case.
14  THE COURT OFFICER: Thank you, Madam President. Situation in the Central
15  African Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor versus Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo,
16  ICC-01/05-01/08.
17  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.
18 I welcome the Prosecution team, legal representatives of victims. It notice that
19 Maitre Zarambaud is still not here, but will be very soon,  hope. Good morning
20 Defence team, Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo. Good morning to our interpreters and
21  court reporters.
22  We resume today to start with the testimony of Witness 50. Before the witness starts
23  presenting evidence, I would ask, please, mainly the Prosecution team to introduce
24 yourselves since I see new faces.

25 MRBIFWOLIL: (Microphone not activated)
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1  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Microphone.
2 MRBIFWOLIL: Thank you. Good morning, Madam President, your Honours. On
3 the Prosecution side today we are represented by Jean-Jacques Badibanga, trial
4  lawyer; Shkelzen Zeneli, trial lawyer; Horejah Bala-Gaye, associate trial lawyer; Sylvie
5 Vidinha, trial support assistant; Sanyu Ndagire, legal assistant; and I am Thomas
6 Bifwoli, associate trial lawyer. Thank you.
7 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much.
8 The Chamber has some oral decisions to be issued before we start with the testimony.
9  The first one is the oral decision on the order of Defence witnesses.
10  On 3 October 2012, the Chamber issued its decision on the amended order of
11  witnesses to be called by the Defence, decision 3239. In its decision, the Chamber
12 decided upon the next six witnesses that would be heard and the order in which they
13 would appear.
14 The six witnesses in order of appearance were to be: Witness D04-50, Witness
15 D04-52, Witness D04-57, Witness D04-64, Witness D04-51 and Witness D04-55.
16  In this regard, the Chamber instructed the Defence and VWU to liaise in order to
17  ensure the appearance of the relevant witnesses in the aforementioned order, and in
18 the case of difficulties in following this schedule or if alterations in the order appeared
19 to be necessary, to inform the Chamber immediately and submit an alternative order
20 for the Chamber's consideration in order to avoid gaps in the appearance of
21  witnesses.
22 On 11 October 2012, by way of an email, the Defence informed the Chamber that
23  difficulties have been encountered with securing the attendance of Witness D04-52.
24  However, the Defence submitted that Witness D04-57 would be available to travel to

25 The Hague immediately in order to testify after Witness D04-50. Accordingly, the
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1  Defence sought the Chamber's leave to amend the order of witnesses to the following:
2 Witness D04-50, currently in The Hague and who will commence to give evidence
3 today, Witness D04-57, Witness D04-64, Witness D04-51, Witness D04-55 and Witness
4  D04-52.
5  The Chamber notes that the amended schedule proposed by the Defence would allow
6 the Chamber to avoid a gap that would otherwise result from the difficulties in
7 securing the appearance of Witness D04-52.
8 The Chamber further notes that the Defence initially submitted a list of documents to
9  be used during the questioning of Witness D04-57. However, the Defence
10  subsequently amended its submission and ultimately does not envisage using any
11  documents during its questioning. The Chamber therefore considers that, although
12 made only a few days before the start of the witness' testimony, the proposed change
13  in the order of appearance in addition to avoiding a gap in witness testimony will not
14  unfairly prejudice the Prosecution's preparation of its own questioning.
15 Regarding the legal representatives' applications to question Witness D04-57, the
16  Chamber observes that Maitre Zarambaud filed its application on 5 October, filing
17 2337. The Chamber specifies that in the event that Maitre Douzima also wishes to
18  question D04-57, she shall submit an application to that effect by 16 October 2012 at
19 thelatest. Any responses to the legal representatives' applications are to be filed by
20 17 October 2012 and replies thereto, if any, are to be filed by 18 October 2012.
21  The Chamber is of the view that these dead-lines will allow both the parties and the
22  legal representatives sufficient time to prepare for their respective questioning of
23  Witness D04-57, who is scheduled to start his testimony on 18 October 2012.
24 Therefore, in the interests of justice and in order to ensure the efficient presentation of

25 evidence, the Chamber grants, pursuant to Article 64(2) of the Statute and Regulation
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1 43 of the Regulations of the Court, the Defence request to amend the witnesses'
2  schedule and to hear the witness in the order proposed by the Defence. The
3 testimony of Witness D04-50 will therefore be followed by the testimony of Witness
4  D04-57.
5 Accordingly, the Chamber asks the Defence to immediately circulate amended
6 monthly and weekly witnesses' schedules.
7  The Chamber has a second oral decision to be issued, and in this case the decision
8 needs to be issued in private session. Therefore I ask, please, court officer to turn
9 into private session.
10  *(Private session at 9.18 a.m.)Reclassified as Open session
11 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.
12  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: This is the oral decision on Defence list of
13  documents to be used during questioning of Witness D04-50.
14 On 6 September 2012, the Prosecution filed its request to reject admission into
15 evidence of several fraudulent documents disclosed by the Defence on 12 July 2012
16  and submitted on 16 August 2012, filing 2301-Conf. The documents in question
17  include several alleged governmental instructions and messages allegedly emanating
18 from former or existing Central African authorities that were provided to the Defence
19 by Witness D04-11.
20  On 12 September 2012, Maitre Zarambaud and Maitre Douzima filed their
21  observations on the Prosecution's request, supporting the Prosecution's request to
22  reject admission of the documents in question, filings 2311-Conf and 2312-Conf.
23 25 September 2012, the Defence filed its response to the Prosecution's request, arguing
24 that the Prosecution's request should be rejected, filing 2326-Conf.

25  On 3 October 2012, the Defence circulated its updated list of documents to be used
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1  during its questioning of Witness D04-50. The list contains 24 items, including the
2  allegedly fraudulent documents referred to in the Prosecution's request.
3 By email of 10 October 2012, the Prosecution objected to the use of documents 6 to 19
4 in the Defence's list. The Prosecution based its objection on the allegedly fraudulent
5 nature of a number of these documents, as demonstrated in its filing 2301-Conf, and
6 also on the serious doubts it held regarding the reliability of the remainder of these
7 documents which are similar to those referred to in filing 2301-Conf and which were
8 provided by the same witness and also purportedly emanating from the Government
9  of the Central African Republic.
10  To that end, the Prosecution submits that the use of these documents would prejudice
11  the fair evaluation of the witness' testimony since it would allow the Defence to
12 present documents to a witness which would appear to that witness to be authentic
13  and reliable in this regard of compelling evidence to the contrary from the purported
14 authors themselves.
15 For these reasons the Prosecution submits that it would be more appropriate for these
16  documents to be used during the testimony of Witness D04-11, who is the provider of
17 the documents concerned.
18 By email of 11 October 2012, the Defence responded to the Prosecution's objection,
19 arguing that the Prosecution has merely repeated the arguments it made in its request
20  2301-Conf and that, pending a decision from the Chamber on this request, there is no
21  basis for the Prosecution's objection.
22 The Chamber recalls that in its oral decision of 18 September 2012 it held that,
23  pending its decision on the Prosecution's request in filing 2031-Conf and on the
24 matter of admissibility of documents referred to in that request, the Prosecution's

25  objection to the documents being admitted as evidence had no bearing on the use of
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the documents during the questioning of a witness, transcript 247, English, page 50,

line 15 to 53 and -- sorry, page 50, line 15 to page 53, line 6.

For these reasons the Defence is allowed to use all documents included in its list

during the questioning of Witness D04-50.

Finally, the Chamber is to issue its oral decision on the Defence's request for in-court

protective measures for Witness D04-50.

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
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(Private Session)
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I ask, please, the court officer to turn briefly into open session.

(Open session at 9.32 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: After the reading of the oral decisions, we will start
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1  with the testimony of Witness D04-50, to whom in-court protective measures were
2  just granted, so in order for the witness to be brought into the courtroom I ask, please,
3 the court officer to turn into closed session.
4 *(Closed session at 9.33 a.m.)Reclassified as Open session
5 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.
6 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: CanIask, please, court usher to bring the witness in.
7  (The witness enters the courtroom)
8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Please, court officer, turn into open session.
9 (Open session at 9.34 a.m.)
10 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
11 WITNESS: CAR-D04-PPPP-0050
12 (The witness speaks French)
13  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Good morning, Mr Witness, and welcome.
14 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Thank you.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, you must have in front of you a card
16  that contains the wording of the oath. Could you please be so kind and read the
17 words of the oath for the Chamber.
18 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Isolemnly declare that I shall tell the truth, all the
19 truth and nothing but the truth.
20 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, do you understand the oath that to
21 meaning that you must give answers to the questions asked of you that are true and
22  accurate, to the best of your knowledge and belief?
23 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, as it has been explained to you by the

25  Victims and Witnesses Unit during the familiarisation process, you will be questioned
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1 first by the Defence, then by the Prosecution and by the legal representatives of
2  victims - Maitre Zarambaud, welcome - and finally the Defence will be allowed to put
3 to you some follow-up questions.
4 The Chamber has now put in place protective measures to protect your identity from
5 the public and you will therefore be referred to during the course of your testimony
6 as Witness 50. Your voice and your image that are broadcast outside the courtroom
7 are being distorted so that the public outside this courtroom cannot identify you.
8 In order to keep the protection of your identity, Mr Witness, it is important that when
9 youneed to give any kind of information that could lead to your identification, you
10  let us know in advance and then we turn into private session. In private session, the
11  public cannot listen to you, cannot hear what is said inside the courtroom. Defence,
12 Prosecution and legal representatives will help you in trying to anticipate what kind
13 of answer could lead to your identification in order to help you in moving into
14  private session whenever necessary.
15 Do you understand the protective measures, Mr Witness?
16 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.
17  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, before -- because, better saying, because
18 we speak different languages, we have interpretation and we have the court reporters,
19  in order to have simultaneous translations and transcripts of your testimony.
20 Because of this, Mr Witness, it's very important that you speak slower than normal, as
21 I'm doing now. Because it may seem as unnatural, it's likely that you start speeding
22 up. Inthat case, I will have to interrupt you and ask you to slow down. Please
23 don't take offence. It's just for practical reasons.
24 ltis also important, Mr Witness, in order to facilitate our interpreters' work, that

25 every time a question is put to you, that you wait kind of five seconds before you start
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1 giving your answer. That would allow our interpreters to finalise the translation of
2  the question. We call that "the five-seconds golden rule," and many times the parties,
3 or even the Chamber, will have to remind you of that rule.
4 Is that fine with you, sir?
5 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.
6 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Before I give the floor to Defence, I ask, please, court
7 officer to turn again into private session.
8 *(Private session at 9.41 a.m.)Reclassified as Open session
9 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

10  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you.

11  (Redacted)

12 (Redacted)

13 (Redacted)

14  (Redacted)

15 (Redacted)

16  (Redacted)

17  (Redacted)

18 (Redacted)

19 (Redacted)

20 (Redacted)

21 (Redacted)

22  (Redacted)

23  (Redacted)

24  (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Private Session)

ICC-01/05-01/08

PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Therefore, I ask court officer to turn into open

session.

(Open session at 9.46 a.m.)
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1 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Now, Mr Witness, you will start giving your
3 testimony, and for that purpose I give the floor to Mr Haynes, I suppose?
4  Mr Haynes, you have the floor.
5 MRHAYNES: Thank you very much, your Honour, and good morning to you and
6 toeverybody in the courtroom.
7 QUESTIONED BY MR HAYNES:
8 Q. And good morning to you, sir.
9 A. Good morning.
10 Q. Letme introduce myself, because we have never met before, have we? My
11  name is Peter Haynes and I'm one of the lawyers for Jean-Pierre Bemba.
12 A. Thank you.
13 Q. AndI'm going to be asking you questions probably for most of the rest of this
14 morning and then you'll be asked questions by the gentleman over there for the
15 Prosecution and then by Maitre Zarambaud and Maitre Douzima Lawson, whom I
16  Dbelieve you know anyway; okay?
17 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
18 MR HAYNES:
19 Q. Verywell. Iwant tojust underline something that the Judge said to you.
20  Other than the people in this room, nobody can see your face and nobody can hear
21  your voice. Do you understand that?
22 A.  Yes.
23 Q. Andnobody's going to refer to you by your name. They're either going to call
24 you "sir" or "Witness" or "Mr Witness". Do you understand that?

25 A, Yes.
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1 Q. And we will all do our best to make sure we don't ask questions that reveals
2 who you are, perhaps by referring to the name of a member of your family, or the
3 name of a friend, or a place where you worked. Do you understand that?
4 A. Yes.
5 Q. Andifin answering any question you're asked you feel the need to give some
6 personal detail like that, will you make sure you ask that we go into private session so
7 that you don't give out any detail of a friend, or a family member, or a place where
8 you worked, or anything like that?
9 A. Yes.
10 Q. AndIthink you're going to have to speak a little bit louder, because some of
11  your answers are not being recorded; okay?
12 A. Yes, I'll speak more loudly.
13 MRHAYNES: Okay. Well, I'm now going to ask you some questions about who
14 you are and so for that reason I'm going to ask the Judge if we can go into private
15  session which means nobody outside this room can hear what you're saying.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
17  *(Private session at 9.50 a.m.)Reclassified as Open session
18 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, your Honours.
19 MR HAYNES:
20 Q. Okay, sir, now nobody can hear what you're saying outside this room, so can
21  you tell us what your full name is, please?
22 A. My name is (Redacted)
23  (Redacted) in the Central African Republic. Iam a sergeant within the Presidential
24 Guard. Before that I was in the army and I was detached to the Presidential Guard.

25 Q. Thankyou. Would you mind just telling us what the name of your mother and
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1 fatheris, or was?

2 A. (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)

4 Q. And are you a married man, or a single man?

5 A. Tamasingle man and I am the father of a number of children.

6 Q. Would you mind telling us how many and what the range of their ages is?
7  (Redacted)

8 (Redacted)

9 Q. Thankyou. (Redacted)
10 (Redacted)

11 Q. And who are you living with now?

12 A. [Ilive on my own.

13 Q. Whendid you leave the Central African Republic?

14 A. [Ileft the CAR on (Redacted) March 2003 after the coup d’état.

15 Q. And why did you leave on that date?

16 (Redacted)

17  (Redacted)

18 (Redacted)

19 (Redacted)

20 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

21 MR HAYNES:

22 Q. The last part of your sentence there was not heard by the translators. You said
23 "We couldn't stay because our enemies were ..." what? What were your enemies
24 doing?

25 A. Iwasworking (Redacted) and it really was the strategic point of the people
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1  who took power by force, and so we had to leave. We had to go away. That's what
2 Iwastelling you. Ileft. (Redacted). We rushed off and we left the terrain
3 tothe enemy.
4 Q. Okay. Andyou mentioned that you left with your leader. What was his
5 name, the man you left with?
6 (Redacted)
7 (Redacted)
8 (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)

10 (Redacted)

11  (Redacted)

12 (Redacted)

13 (Redacted)

14  (Redacted)

15 (Redacted)

16  (Redacted)

17  (Redacted)

18 (Redacted)

19 (Redacted)

20 (Redacted)

21 (Redacted)

22  (Redacted)

23  (Redacted)

24  (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)
2  (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)

4 MRHAYNES: Thank you. Then that has clarified it and I think we can probably
5 goback into -- go into public session now.
6 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
7 (Open session at 9.58 a.m.)
8 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
9 MRHAYNES:
10 Q. Your answers will now be heard outside the courtroom, but your voice will be
11  altered so that nobody can recognise it and nobody will be able to see your face. Do
12 you understand?
13 A.  Yes.
14 Q. Do you recall the events of October 2002 when some troops led by General
15 Bozizé arrived in Bangui?
16 A. Yes.
17 Q. What was the first that you were aware of those events?
18 A. Those events began on 25 October on the weekend, Saturday. They took a
19  position at PK12, PK12 all the way to -- and then 21 kilometres from the airport, they
20  took the position of PK12 all the way to the assembly, all the way to the assembly,
21  unfortunately, support of Bozizé's elements and us, so in order to recover all the
22  terrain, something like that, and we -- we were about -- it was the French military
23  zone that separated us from the rebels, so that is how it was.
24 Q. Were you involved in any fighting with Bozizé's troops in October of 2002?

25 A. Iwasamongst the troops, and when they took over the area, they needed
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1 reinforcements and, since I was the bodyguard of an officer, I was in the office with
2 him and he was in communication with the Chief of Staff of the Presidential Guard,
3 saying they hadn't attacked yet. They had taken over that position for five days. So
4  we hadn't attacked the enemy yet to go out in the field. We were waiting for
5 instructions from the Chief of Staff of the Presidential Guard.
6 Q. Who was the Chief of Staff of the Presidential Guard at that time?
7 A. The Chief of Staff of the Presidential Guard at the time? Well, perhaps we
8 could go into private session. I don't think I should give the name in open session, if
9 youdon't mind, please.

10 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, the mere reference to this name is not a

11 problem. This name has been mentioned before, so you can mention it in public

12 session.

13 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Okay, thank you. The Chief of Staff was

14  Bombayake.

15 MR HAYNES:

16 Q. Thank you very much. And do you know where he was at the time your

17 commander made contact with him?

18 A. Well, the only way of knowing the position of an officer was through the radio.

19 He communicated from Massi (phon) and Lembi (phon), and then Lembi

20 communicated to Usay (phon) and Usay to (Redacted)

21  (Redacted) with the other section chiefs, that's how we communicated, so we

22  didn't really know where they were. That's what I can tell you.

23 Q. Okay. And toyour knowledge, after they arrived on 25 October, how long

24 were Bozizé's troops occupying areas of Bangui?

25 A. Tomy knowledge it was five days. Iwould say five days. It was a pretty
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1 longtime. It's been along time since, but I think it was five days. Yes, five days.
2 Q. And which -- oh, I'm sorry.

3 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Could, please, court officer go very briefly into

4  private session.

5  *(Private session at 10.04 a.m.) Reclassified as Open session

6 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, your Honours.

7 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: (Redacted)

8 (Redacted)

9 (Redacted)

10 (Redacted)
11  (Redacted)

12 You understand that?

13 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.

14  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: We can turn back into public session, please.

15 (Open session at 10.05 a.m.)

16 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.

17 MR HAYNES: Thank you.

18 Q. Iwasabout to ask you which quarters, or areas, of Bangui did Bozizé's troops
19  occupy during those five days?

20 A. Well, starting from PK12, there is Gobongo, Fouh, Galabadja, Boy-Rabé,

21  Combattant, Machey (phon) du Miskine. I guess that'sit. Those are the different
22 quarters, and then there's C-Villa -- 36 Villas, sorry, and there's one I've forgotten the
23 name, but there's a small area, quarter, around the assembly whose name I've

24 forgotten.

25 Q. Thankyou. Andhow did you know they were occupying all those areas of
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1 Bangui?

2 A. Wehad a means of communication, that is the radio, and our chief informed us

3 he was in direct contact with the Chief of Staff, who gave the position of where the

4  enemy was situated and he gave us briefing reports because I was next to him. I

5 held the talkie-walkie, the walkie-talkie, and so I heard the information.

6 Q. Thankyouvery much. And according to the information you had, what was

7 the furthest point they occupied towards the centre of Bangui?

8 A. Well, PK12, Bozizé's men were already in the provinces. There was Damara,

9 Kila (phon) and Boali. The other names, well, (Redacted)
10  (Redacted) I'm not familiar with all the provinces. There's Bossemptélé, Sibut and
11  other cities --
12 THE INTERPRETER: Two of which the interpreter did not hear.
13 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I've forgotten some of the names because I haven't
14  lived in that area. (Redacted) Ilived in the capital.
15 MR HAYNES:
16 Q. Okay. Well, it's probably my fault. Ididn't phrase the question very well, but
17  we'll leave that and come back to it. What military forces were fighting with Bozizé's
18  troops in the capital city?
19 A. Well, I was with the presidential security half. There was the PS unit and there
20 were private forces. Idon't know if you know the different private units that existed
21  at the time, and we had to wait for reinforcements, and the president and the Chief of
22  Staff had called for reinforcements from Bemba's forces, Bemba's troops, to reinforce
23  us.
24 Q. We've heard something of the private militia that fought during the events, but

25 if you could tell us the names of the private militia that you knew about, it would be
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1  very helpful.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes, I'm sorry if I interrupt you. I think it
3 should be clarified, because your question was "What military forces were fighting
4  with Bozizé's troops?” And the answer appears that the witness was mentioning the
5 different private units that were fighting with the -- on the side of the loyalists,
6 because he's mentioning the troops of Mr Bemba.
7  MRHAYNES: Well, that was the thrust of my question. He understood my
8 question, but I can see the question is ambiguous, so I'll put it again so that it's clear.
9 Q. What were the names of the private militia that you knew of that were fighting
10  with President Patassé; in other words, on the loyalist side?
11 A.  Well, the private militia that I could emphasise or mention, there was
12 Abdoulaye Miskine's forces, the Kudu were there, the Sarawi were there and units
13  from the SPS, from Viki, the Balawa and there were Karakos there.
14 Q. And during those five days in Bangui, do you know where those units were
15 deployed?
16 A. I'm--Idon'treally know what their positions were, but I know they were there.
17 Iheard information from where I was and I was awaiting instructions from my chief
18  as to what I should do or shouldn't do, but I am not familiar with their position to tell
19 you today.
20 Q. Okay. Iwantjusttoleave that to one side at the moment. During those five
21  days, was there any traffic coming in or going out of the airport? Were there any
22  flights coming in or going out?
23 A. The Air France flight was suspended. Many flights were suspended because
24 the airstrip, or the end of the airstrip, that is at the Place de Combattant, was in the

25 hands of the enemy more or less, and so they suspended a lot of flights. There was
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1 no security and the enemy could easily have shot against any aeroplanes, so for those
2 five days there were no flights. At least to my knowledge there were no flights.
3 Q. Thankyou. Now, you mentioned in an answer you gave me a little while ago
4  that President Patassé asked Mr Bemba to send forces. When were you first aware of
5 the arrival of forces from the Democratic Republic of Congo?
6 A. They came on the 30th in the afternoon from Port Beach. This is the zone that
7 is across from the French Embassy. They came over on a ferry and we heard about it
8 on the military radio; that is on the walkie-talkies. We heard that they had come.
9 That's -- that's it.
10 Q. Do you know who organised the transport for them to cross to Port Beach?
11 A. The information came from the Chief of Staff and the others and I was listening.
12 Icould hear on the radio. We knew we couldn't cross over from the airport to Port
13 Beach because of the crossings and thanks to -- it was only thanks to the means of
14  communication that we were able to be aware of the position of those who were
15 crossing; that is the Chief of Staff were organising the transportation by ferry to cross
16  the Ubangi.
17 Q. Do you know how long the crossings took?
18 A. Well, I don't know exactly, but before the events usually the ferry took 15 to
19 20 minutes to cross the Ubangi. Depending on the amount of water, it would take 15
20  to 20 minutes to cross the River Ubangi.
21 Q. Butdoyouknow how many ferry trips were required to bring the whole force
22 across from Zongo to Bangui?
23 A. I'mafraid I don't understand your question. Could you repeat or rephrase
24 your question?

25 Q. Yes,Ican. Forthe whole force to be brought from the Democratic Republic of
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1 Congo to Port Beach, do you know how long the period of time was? Was it an hour,
2 afew hours, a day, a few days?
3 A.  Well, there were different waves crossing, so it would take 15 to 20 minutes one
4 way, 15/20 minutes the other way back empty, so I didn't see the crossings. Ican't
5 tell you how many ferries crossed. Ireally didn't see it myself.
6 Q. Verywell. Do youknow what happened to the soldiers from the Congo when
7 they arrived in Port Beach?
8 A. Could you repeat your question?
9 Q. Yes. Do youknow what the soldiers from the Congo did when they arrived in
10  Port Beach?
11 A. Ireally don't know everything, but I knew they had to receive clothing and they
12 had -- they had their own trucks, but I think they were in Chinese trucks of the brand
13 FAW that were used to transport some of them. The Central African drivers drove
14 them and took them to where they could receive uniforms. They were taken to
15 Kanduru (phon) and then they were taken to their own base.
16 Q. Thankyou. What sort of uniforms did they receive, to your knowledge?
17 A. It was the same uniform we wore. The same -- the same armbands. They
18 wore our uniforms. It was green with a green beret, and so they changed their
19 uniforms. They received uniforms from the Presidential Guard.
20 Q. Thankyou. And you told us they were taken to their own base. Where was
21 their own base?
22 A.  Well, it wasn't really their own base. It was the base that had been set aside for
23  the support regiments. It wasn't far from the presidential residence. It was a base
24 that belonged to the national army not far from the assembly, so that is where they

25 received their logistics in that Central African military base.
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1 Q. Anddoyouknow who installed them at that base?
2 A. Idon'tknow all the details. Icouldn't be everywhere. When they were there
3 Iwasalready (Redacted) but I believe it was the Central African Chief of Staff that
4 was there, but I don't know much about the organisation. I do know, however, that
5 they were not familiar with the city and therefore they needed someone from the
6  Chief of Staff to guide them, but I don't know exactly who did that. Idon't know
7 those details. Iwasn't omnipresent to have knowledge of all those things.
8 Q. Iunderstand that. Other than the camp you have told us about, were they
9 billeted anywhere else that you knew about?
10 A. Well, the -- the point was -- in fact they were in that first camp and then there
11  were support regiments because the enemy was only a short distance, one or two
12 kilometres, from the support base, and so they needed training, briefing on the part of
13 the Chief of Staff and from the Presidential Guard and we followed -- we followed
14 that.
15 Q. Who delivered the briefing?
16 A. Well, there were various chiefs. I've forgotten their name. There was the
17  Chief of Staff from the prison, the Deputy Chief of Staff was there as well and certain
18 section chiefs, a number of sergeants and officers were there, but I don't know all the
19 names because I myself was not there.
20 Q. Now, other than uniforms, what other equipment if any was provided to the
21  Congolese troops when they arrived?
22 A. Fuel gas. Iwaslistening to the radio. They had to go to Petroca to get
23  gasoline for each truck. Each truck was given a certain amount of gasoline, so that
24 was an important thing. That's it.

25 Q. Okay. Afterthey arrived, what happened in military terms in Bangui?
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1 A. Well their arrival was organised. We gave ourselves the night, and then
2  starting at 12 o'clock a plane - an aeroplane - that was available, which had in fact
3 launched the attack in the Boy-Rabé quarter so that the loyalists and the different
4 forces could make progress to occupy the terrain, and it was that aeroplane that
5 contributed and we also began pushing off those who were near --
6 THE INTERPRETER: A place that was inaudible.
7  MRHAYNES: Okay. Ithink we're going to have to --
8 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) To Damara. Ekartez (phon)to Damara.
9 MRHAYNES:
10 Q. Ithink we're going to have to go back over that answer. You said that, "We

L

11  also began pushing off those who were near ..."  When you say "we," who do you

12 mean?

13 A. Well, whenIsay "we," there were two parts in the loyalist groups. We didn't
14 have access to the big boulevard that led to Camp de Roux. Those who were in the
15  airport, plus the mine brigade gendarme and some from the air force who were there,
16  we were given the signal to attack and we progressed towards Combattant towards
17  Ekartez up to the airport. From the end of the airstrip, we had to get them out so

18 that the aeroplanes could land. So we began our manoeuvres there all the way

19 towards the bushes at the end of the airport to Damara, and we evacuated the various
20 quarters where they were.

21 Q. Who gave you the orders to do that?

22 A. Isaid earlier that the air force began the assault. It was the Chief of Staff who
23  gave the order, I gave you the name earlier, plus Mazi and Lengbe and Youssef gave

24 the order to my chief, whose name I'm not going to repeat, and then we launched the

25  attack with the various different sections with the help of Mr Usay.
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1 Q. And was that attack to be launched at a particular time?
2 A. Well, the attack was to be launched at the appropriate time on the basis of the
3  decision taken by the Chief of Staff, because they were in charge of the war, they're
4 the ones who were giving the orders in this war, and so once the order came in
5 around 10 o'clock we launched the attack; in other words the loyalist groups. When
6 Isay "we," that's what I'm referring to. That's when we launched the attack and the
7 USP -- we, the USP.
8 Q. Thankyou. And atthattime were you aware what the other forces in Bangui
9 were doing, the private militia and the Congolese troops?
10 A. No,Idon'tknow. Iwasn'tclose to thatplace. I don'tknow what they were
11  doing there.
12 Q. Okay. How long did that action take, the process of pushing back the forces
13  from the airport?
14 A. It took the entire day, it was raining, up to 2000 hours from the time when the
15  assault began.
16 Q. And what did you do after it was concluded?
17 A. Weretrieved the area - the ground - up to PK12, and our troops cleared the
18  airport from the airport which enabled to open up communication with Kangaro so
19  that the trucks could get through with food and other things. So as from 2000 it was
20 possible to drive through with the trucks and also our patrols.
21 Q. Did you meet up with other forces at PK12, or at any other area?
22 A. Iwassaying that (Redacted) and our task was limited. I --in particular,
23  my task was to protect an officer. Those who were at the airport and the men from
24 the air force were limited to the Marabena intersection. That was the limit, up to

25 Miskine and back to the airport. We did not go beyond. PK12 was -- there were

15.10.2012 Page 26



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-254-Red2-ENG WT 15-10-2012 27/67 SZ T +EE-0H05-0H08-T254Ree-ENG W 15-16-20422H6 7 RH-TF
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, | CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0050

1 other troops in charge, PK12 and Boy-Rabé, but I wasn't there. I simply heard about

2 it on the radio.

3 Q. Well, what other troops did you hear were at PK12 and Boy-Rabé?

4 A. Well, we were told that it was our men, but I was not able to identify them

5 myself.

6 Q. Okay. Afterthatactionin October 2002, did you take part in any other action

7 during the events up until March 2003?

8 A. No.

9 Q. Whatknowledge did you have of the progression of the war elsewhere in the
10  country during that period?
11 A. [Itold you a short while ago that I was not present everywhere to be able to
12 understand what was happening outside the city. Ihad no information as to what
13 was happening outside of the city. However, over radio our troops informed us that
14 we had recaptured lost ground and I heard mention of the victories of our troops.
15  Other than that, I was not aware of what was happening on the roads and elsewhere,
16  Counsel.
17 Q. When you talk of "our troops," to whom are you referring?
18 A. WhenlIsay "our troops," I am referring to the USP, to the loyalist forces and to
19  the various forces that supported us. That is what I mean when I say "our troops."
20 Q. And when you talk of hearing things over the radio, from whom was that
21  information coming?
22 A.  WhenIsay "radio," I'm not referring to the national radio station. I'm talking
23  about walkie-talkies, the hand carried walkie-talkies that we used. We were able to
24 receive information as to the positions of our troops, what they had been able to

25 recover by way of lost ground, ammunition requests, wounded -- information about
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1 wounded persons, so while at the airport we were able to receive information as to

2  what was happening and so we were able to know what was happening here and

3 there. Thisis whatI am referring to.

4 Q. ButwhatI'm interested in knowing is who was talking on the other end of the

5 radio? What units were they from? What army were they from?

6 A. Radio transmissions or military transmissions are done by officers on various

7 bands from 1 to 25 wavelengths, so they are able to share information that way.

8 Those who spoke were speaking in Sango, and so it was our officers who were

9 speaking in our national language. So the information was coming from our officers.
10 Q. Okay. And what areas did you learn about being regained or recaptured by
11  loyalist forces?
12 A. The same territory which I mentioned before. Iam referring to those of us who
13  were at (Redacted) We were able to recover Combattant, UCATEX, Galabadja, the
14 8th right up to lycée Miskine and then those who were up were able to recover
15 Assembly, Boy-Rabé, Fouh, Ubongo (phon) right up to PK12 and so on and so forth.
16 Q. But what I'm really interested in is after that initial battle did you hear about
17 further military action elsewhere in the country?
18 A. No.
19 Q. Now, I want to ask you what you know about the command and co-ordination
20  of the loyalist forces. Who was, to your knowledge, in command of the loyalist
21  forces?
22 A. Thave already given you some names. At the time, Commander Mazi. Imay
23  forget what his rank was. Then there was Lengbe, there was Captain Usay and a
24  number of non-commissioned officers whose names I do not know, but I was able to

25 and I would be able to recognise them. So that's how things happened. There was
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1 awar staff, or a war unit. I don't know what the specific name of that unit was, but
2 it was a collection of senior officers, including those whose names I have mentioned,
3 but we had -- these are the people who were on the other side. We also had our own
4 General Staff - our own staff, rather - including section chiefs.
5 CanImention the section chief's name, with your leave? Is that possible? Well, at
6 the airbase there was a chief in charge whose name I mentioned. He was a
7 lieutenant. He was chief of section. Then there were two subsection chiefs, then
8 there was a second lieutenant, Abumba (phon), and then there was another rank of
9  officers or non-commissioned officers like myself and so on and so forth, and we had
10  our own briefing sessions at the airport organised in that matter for the purposes of
11  war and following those tactics and techniques.
12 Q. Yousaid at the start of your answer that, "There was a war staff, or a war unit."
13 Where was that located?
14 A. Idonot know their position as such, but those were times of war and all we got
15 was instructions from them. I did not quite know what their position was at that
16 time.
17 Q. Well, do you know whether it was in Bangui or outside Bangui?
18 A. I'mtalking to you here in relation to the recuperation of ground that had been
19 lost to the enemy, so I'm talking about Bangui, talking about the area from the airport
20 to PK12, to the assembly -- well, from the assembly to PK12. So I'm talking to you
21  about what happened in Bangui.
22 Q. Do you know who was in charge of that war staff, or war unit?
23 A. The Chief of Staff himself was there, Mazi, or rather Mazi was part of it and
24  Lengbe as well. They were all officers of the national army seconded to the

25 Presidential Guard, if I may?
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[ —

Q. Do you know what that war staff or war unit was called?

2 A. No, no, Idon't know the name. You see, as a soldier I know that we have a

3 General Staff and all I can say is it was a General Staff. I think that's the only name

4 wecanuse. Iknow thatit was referred to as "the General Staff."

5 Q. Didyouever hear the phrase "CCOP"?

6 A. Well, CCOPIdon't really know what that means. Ihave no idea what that

7/ means.

8 Q. Do youknow where Camp Béal is?

9 A. Camp Béalis located between the support regiment and the Central African
10 television station, close to the area where marching usually takes place. So it is
11  between the television house and the support regiment.
12 Q. And are you familiar with Camp Béal and what happens there?
13 A. Thave told you that I was not at all locations. I was not an officer. Iwas ata
14 specific location, assigned to take care of the life of a specific officer, so I was not in a
15  position to know everything and I am not here to fabricate anything. My task in the
16  army was to guard a specific officer of a specific unit, and so that was my duty and I
17  do not have full knowledge of those things, Counsel.
18 Q. Okay. Well, Iapologise. You've told us about the way in which you received
19 communications from your own troops. Do you know how the Congolese soldiers
20 communicated whilst they were in the Central African Republic?
21 A. Iwasable to hear the communication when an officer talked to his superior. It
22  is for them -- it was for them now to translate into Lingala. Now, if they had
23  walkie-talkies like we did and spoke in French, they would ask what would be done
24 and what would not be done. That question would be put to the officer and we were

25 able to transmit that information in that way, and then the said information would be
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1 conveyed to their troops in their own languages. So from the walkie-talkies we were
2  able to hear in French, and the Chief of Staff would then give such instructions in
3  French which would then be relayed to the troops in their own language.
4 Q. Okay. What frequencies did the Congolese soldiers use when they spoke on
5 theradio?
6 A. The frequencies were rather unlimited, but only a specific frequency would be
7 used for transmissions. We were able to hear what they were saying, but they
8 couldn't hear us. They would only listen when they were communicating with the
9 chief. They didn't have access to all the other networks. Now, the chief of the
10  Congolese and the Chief of Staff would communicate between themselves at
11  frequency 1 or frequency 4, but they had a frequency that was assigned and limited to
12 them.
13 Q. Justso that we're clear, when you're talking about the Chief of Staff in that
14 context, who do you mean?
15 A. I'mreferring to Mazi, who receives information from the Chief of Staff, and then
16  it's Mazi and Lengbe. It was thus between Mazi and Lengbe. The communication
17  was between Mazi and Lengbe, so it is was either Mazi or Lengbe who would receive
18  orders from the Chief of General Staff and then Mazi would order Lengbe to execute
19 or implement the orders.
20 Q. And when you said in your earlier answer "The chief of the Congolese," who
21  did you mean then?
22 A. Idonotknow the person in person. They had their officer and I cannot give
23  you hisname. Idid not know him personally.
24 Q. Okay. Did you ever see him?

25 A. No. After the war, when things had calmed down, my chief and myself went
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1 torecover some material, PGA, and that is when I was able to find out about him.
2 So when we recovered our material, we were able to return to our base.
3 Q. Whatdoyoumeanby "PGA"?
4 A. PGA. PGA. It'sadaily allowance that is paid out to soldiers in the army. A
5 soldier is entitled to the PGA each weekend. Every weekend we would go to collect
6 our PGA, which is a daily subsistence allowance for soldiers.
7 Q. And doyou know whether the Congolese soldiers also received a PGA while
8 they were in the Central African Republic?
9 A. Yes, they received the same allowance from the war unit. There was no
10  distinction between soldiers during that time, no discrimination. We all received the
11 same allowances. The same allowances were paid out to all the soldiers.
12 Q. Andhow do you know that?
13 A. Iknow it because of the amount of money that was paid out. You see, there
14  was a list that was posted on a board showing names and amount, so there was no
15 distinction except in terms of rank. If one were an officer, one may receive a
16  different amount. That's the only area in which there were differences and that's
17  how the PGA was paid out by the Central African Army.
18 Q. Okay. Do youknow how it was paid to the Congolese soldiers?
19 A. Wereceived -- well, as a sergeant I received 55,000. First class was about
20 30,000 at the time. These are approximate amounts. Ihaven't received such money
21 intenyears. So asasoldier and as a corporal, as a sergeant, there were certain
22  amounts that were paid, and in my rank I was already -- at my rank I was already
23  receiving 45,000 per week.
24 Q. Okay. And isthe PGA in addition to your salary?

25 A. No, that was not our salary. The salary was separate. The PGA was an
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1 allowance, an encouragement, which is still in place to this day.

2 Q. Okay. Well, let's leave that to one side for a moment and I want to talk now

3 about the airport. What sort of aircraft landed and took off from the airport at

4 Bangui before the events?

5 A. Before the events, we had regular flights by Air France, Sudan airlines, small

6 private crafts and all types of regular flights. We also had military

7 aircrafts - helicopters and what have you - that would land at the airport.

8 Q. Did the Central African government possess any military aircraft of its own?

9 A. The military aircrafts such as Transall? Well, no, we didn't have any. When
10 we wanted to move soldiers by air, then we would hire Transall planes from the
11  French in order to move our soldiers. We did not own any aircraft ourselves.
12 Q. Thankyou. Andhow many passenger flights were there in and out of Bangui
13  airport each week?
14 A. Well, Air Sudan landed every Tuesday at noon, Air France every Sunday.
15 Sunday or Saturday, I can't remember exactly. It was between Sunday, or Sunday
16  and Saturday, so they would land and take off. That was Air France. Those are the
17  regular flights that I can talk about. Air France would arrive on Sunday morning
18  and then leave Sunday night for Paris around 10 p.m.
19 Q. Okay. Andhow frequent were the small aircraft flights which landed or took
20  off from Bangui?
21 A. It was mainly crafts owned by those involved in the diamond trade, Badjika
22 (phon), Soja (phon), and small crafts that would fly in and out frequently going to
23  various regions for the purposes of their businesses. That was quite frequent, but I
24 cannot tell you the exact number of flights. What happened, however, is that they

25 had to fly out to the various regions on a daily basis in order to conduct their
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1 business.
2 Q. Do youmean regions within Central Africa?
3 A. Yes, Berbérati province, Kanu (phon), Nora (phon) for example. Those
4  diamond producing areas. There are a few airstrips in those areas which were used
5 by these small crafts, so some would even go as far as Mumbai but not frequently.
6 They went often to Berbérati, Kanu and Ebriau (phon). These small crafts flew to
7 those areas almost on a daily basis.
8 Q. And so that we are clear, when you talk about "small craft," how many
9 passengers would such an aeroplane carry?
10 A. The biggest small craft would carry about ten persons, and then you have a
11  four-seater, an eight-seater in that range and the biggest of them would be an eight to
12 ten-seater.
13 Q. Thank you very much. Now, we've dealt with the as it were international
14  passenger aircraft and we've dealt with the small aeroplanes flying within the country.
15  What other aircraft landed at Bangui airport?
16 A. There were also flights by Antonov, or -- Antonov craft, which would land in
17 Bangui from time to time to take away a number of items which they had to take
18 away and then they would fly off.
19 Q. Wehave heard a little bit about Antonovs. What sort of aircraft are they?
20 A. Antonovs are Russian planes. Some Antonovs landed there, allegedly coming
21  from Gbadolite to take goods and fuel and other supplies and then return to
22 Gbadolite.
23 Q. And how often would such aircraft land at Bangui?
24 A.  When you say "often," I don't know what professional word I can use. The

25 thing that concerned me was to take my chief in the four-by-four vehicle and check
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1 what was being off-loaded and unloaded and see who was coming in and who was
2 going out. Now, when you ask about frequency or how often the planes landed, I
3 amnotin a position to give you the exact number of times that the planes may have
4  landed, but again the issue is -- might also be the use of the word "frequency," because
5 in French that has a connotation of broadcasting and that's not really my area of work.
6 Q. Okay, butjust to be clear, are we still talking now about the period before the
7  events?
8 A. Yes, that was -- I'm referring to the period after the -- rather, no, the period
9  Dbefore the events.

10 MR HAYNES: Thank you, and I think we're now ready to go to our first break.

11 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Haynes.

12 Mr Witness, we have half-an-hour break for you to take some rest. It's 11 o'clock.

13 We'll be back at 11.30.

14 Task, please, court officer to turn into closed session for the witness to be taken

15  outside the courtroom. In the meantime, we will suspend and resume at 11.30.

16  *(Closed session at 10.59 a.m.)Reclassified as Open session

17 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.

18 (The witness stands down)

19 THE COURT OFFICER: All rise.

20  (Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.)

21  (Upon resuming in closed session at 11.36 a.m.)

22 THE COURT USHER: Allrise. Please be seated.

23 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Welcome back.

24 1l ask, please, court usher to bring the witness in.

25  (The witness enters the courtroom)
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Please, court officer, turn into open session.
2  (Open session at 11.36 a.m.)
3 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Witness, welcome back.
5 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Good morning.
6 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Are you ready to continue with your testimony, sir?
7 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes.
8 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Therefore, I give back the floor to Mr Haynes.
9 MRHAYNES:
10 Q. Sir, after we broke, the people around me who speak French told me that my
11  question about frequency was confusing in French, so I'm going to ask it in a different
12 way. Approximately how many times per week or per month would an Antonov
13  aircraft land at Bangui airport and be loaded up with fuel or other goods?
14 A. (Redacted)
15 (Redacted) I don't really know exactly. One would come
16  regularly for goods, but I couldn't give you an exact figure but, (Redacted)
17  (Redacted) I would say four or three days and it would come
18  once or twice and then maybe you'd have to wait -- I'd have to wait three days before
19 (Redacted) so that's what I can tell you. The exact number, I really
20 can't tell you that.
21 Q. No. Thank you, that's very helpful. Now, up until now we've been talking
22  about the period before the events and, as you've already told us, from 25 October
23  there was a period of some days when there were not many or any flights into the
24 airport; is that right?

25 A. That'sright, five days, with more flights because we had to drive the enemy
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1 away. Regular flights, or irregular flights, commercial flights, they were all

2 suspended for five days until peace was re-established, and then the aircraft could

3 return. But there were no aircraft during that time. We had to wait until the day

4 that we launched the attack and far from Bangui, and then the flights resumed.

5 Q. Okay. Justsowe're clear, did the Air France and Air Sudan flights resume

6 after five days?

7 A. Notimmediately. They didn't resume immediately. We had to wait a while

8 inorder to confirm. Air Sudan changed the day of their flights from the Tuesday

9 and then they came on the Thursday to make up for the delayed flights, and they
10  established their own schedule to make up for those other flights that had been
11 dropped. Air France just one flight the week after. You see, it was maybe five days
12 or seven -- or a week, and they had their flight on the Sunday evening.
13 Q. Okay, and what about the light aircraft flights to regions of the Central African
14  Republic, did they resume at the same frequency?
15 A. They resumed because everything went back to normal, so they resumed their
16  activities as usual, but the number of flights, I don't know. Maybe Cigna could give
17  you an exact figure as to the number of flights, but it was frequent, each day as they
18  were supposed to.
19 Q. Okay. And can we come lastly to the Antonov flights? After the five day
20 suspension, what was the frequency of the Antonov flights compared to how it was
21  before?
22 A.  Well, some soldiers needed to be in the field and they would bring them back
23  and then they would go back to their original positions. ~After we drove the soldiers
24 away, those flights resumed with some DRC soldiers and they had to be clothed, and

25 what I noticed was that they were given clothing, I remember that. They went in the
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1 same direction as the support regiment. They left, support regiment under Kadar
2  (phon), under Kadar, somewhere based there, or at Port Beach somewhere there and
3  Camp de Roux, some of them went there.
4 Q. Okay. Butduring the events, were there more Antonov flights, less Antonov
5 flights or about the same number as Antonov flights?
6 A. During the five days none of the Antonovs tried to land. It was aircraft that
7 had already been repaired by the enemy, and I'm sure if they landed, they would
8 have been the first target, so it would have been impossible for them to land on the
9 CAR territory during those five days. They did not land; the Antonov did not land
10  during those five days. It was necessary to wait until the terrain was freed up and
11 then with some RBC soldiers.
12 Q. Okay. But after the five days, did the Antonov flights start again?
13 A. Yes, after all the soldiers were in place and things were going as normally, to get
14 back goods, petrol. You see, some roads had been cut off and, you see, it was
15 possible to transport petrol by way of Zongo. So people would come with
16  containers to fill their fuel containers.
17 Q. And my question was, and I'll try it again: After the -- after the five days, were
18 the Antonov flights more or less, or about the same, as they were before the events
19 began?
20 A. The same flights as what they did, same flights.
21 Q. And the cargo, was that the same or different to the cargo that you observed
22  before the events began?
23 A. (Redacted)
24 (Redacted) Idon't know the exact number. In my opinion, the

25 refuelling was done using the Antonov and some things were put in the waiting room
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1 and then taken to the landing strip, but I really didn't see the contents. I didn't see

2  what was being loaded into the Antonovs. Ididn't see the actual -- I saw some

3 jerricans, I saw containers, that's what I saw, but I couldn't tell you the exact number.

4 Let me reassure you, I can't give you the exact number. To my knowledge, I had

5 other things to do; I had to take care of my chief.

6 Q. Ofcourse. Now, I want to move on now and ask you about passenger traffic.

7 Did individuals ever arrive at Bangui airport by aeroplane?

8 A. Which flight? Could you please explain?

9 Q. Well, let's forget Air France and Air Sudan because presumably hundreds of
10  people arrived on those flights, but did individuals ever arrive by light aircraft or by
11  other aircraft at Bangui airport?

12 A. They resumed activities. For example, the diamond trade, sometimes they
13  didn't need to come to us, and others would go towards a brigade which was close
14 to--

15 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

16 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I don't know how many.

17 MR HAYNES:

18 Q. Well, let's be specific. Did you ever see Mr Jean-Pierre Bemba arrive at Bangui
19 airport?

20 A. Isaw Bemba twice butIdidn't go up to him. The first time he came and he
21  was waiting for his family that was coming from Europe, and (Redacted)

22 (Redacted) Isaw him twice. The second time, when he came to be

23  taken to see the Head of State, and then to go on to PK12 to see his troops and give
24 the necessary instructions. That's what Isaw. (Redacted)

25 (Redacted) so I saw him twice.
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1 Q. Okay. And so thatwe are clear, which was the first time; the occasion he came
2  tomeet his family, or the occasion he came to meet the Head of State?
3 A. No, me, I saw him myself. (Redacted) when he was waiting for
4 his family, and the second time was when he -- his soldiers were already in the
5  Central African Republic and he came to go and see the Head of State and then go to
6 PK12. (Redacted)andIdon't
7 know about everything else.
8 Q. Okay. Thankyou. Can you help usapproximately when it was that he came
9  tomeet his family?
10 A. Itwas during the daytime. (Redacted) and
11 Bemba was there. Bemba was there. (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14 (Redacted) And the other activity --
15 Q. Okay, thank you. On that occasion, did he leave the airport?
16 A. After that, after the time when his family -- after he greeted his family he left the
17  airport and went to Gbadolite or another place, I don't know. He left.
18 Q. Okay. Andhow did he leave for Gbadolite, just so that we are clear on the
19  record?
20 A. There was -- there was a private jet there. It wasn't an Antonov, it was
21  something else. Idon't remember the exact kind of aeroplane.
22 Q. Thank you very much. Now, I want now to deal with the events of
23  15March 2003. What happened on that day?
24 A. Please, I need to go to the washroom to relieve myself.

25 MR HAYNES: Of course.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Please, court officer, turn into closed session.

2  *(Closed session at 11.53 a.m.)Reclassified as Open session

3 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.

4  (The witness stands down)

5 (Pause in proceedings)

6 (The witness enters the courtroom)

7  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.

8 (Open session at 11.57 a.m.)

9 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: TI'll give back the floor to Mr Haynes. Before that, I
11  would like to remind both the witness and Mr Haynes about the five-seconds golden
12 rule that, according to the interpreters, sometimes is not fully respected. So please,
13 Mr Witness, just wait five seconds before you give your answer, and Mr Haynes, five
14 seconds before you put a new question to the witness.
15 You have the floor, Mr Haynes.
16 MR HAYNES: Thank you, your Honour, and apologies to you and to the
17  interpreters.
18 Q. Sir, just before the short break, I was asking you what happened on
19 15 March 2003 that you can remember?
20 A. 15March 2003, I was -- well, you see, the President had left Bangui on the 10th
21  or the 11th and so we were at our headquarters or wherever we were supposed to be.
22  (Redacted) and we had all the necessary provisions, and when it was
23  Saturday, I remember at about 3 in the afternoon we heard some assault weaponry,
24 and I said to myself "It's all over." Immediately they regained the capital, in less than

25 anhour. They started from PK12, they gained the ground. You see, the loyalists
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1 with usin 2001, 2002, were no longer there, only --
2 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
3 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) -- was there. There were fewer. We left. We left
4 the field and there wasn't even any gunfire. I crossed with a number of soldiers and
5 my chief was stuck somewhere. He explained that to me later. And we crossed to
6 Boing (phon), there was a forest there, and we went into the forest and we went all
7 the way to the border with Cameroon. Idon't really know, I don't know what
8 happened after, but all the soldiers were disguised, including myself. Ihad removed
9 everything. Alllhad was my weapon, the PIA, and my radio, (Redacted)
10  (Redacted) except -- well, we -- four of us left headed to the (Redacted)
11 Q. Andhow long did it take you to get to the (Redacted)
12 A.  Well, it took us three weeks, three weeks on foot. We were hungry, we were
13  tired, but courageous nonetheless and we left after Wali (phon). During the night
14  we changed directions because there's Bushamkili (phon), we had to avoid that
15 because we knew that there were other soldiers there. There's a fork in the road, a
16  road that comes from Douala that we had to avoid, so we went to Baruru (phon) and
17  we took a car to Berbérati and we again changed our appearance and went to
18 Cameroon.
19 Q. Did you see during 15 March any of the Congolese soldiers?
20 A. No. Youknow, (Redacted) and the Chief of Staff didn't want them
21  to be there because this was an international zone, so they weren't there. Now,
22 I don't know how they moved around in order to organise the events of 15 March, but
23 Ididn't see any Congolese military at the airport. No, I didn't see any because they
24 had gone toward PK12 and Bossomkele (phon) and I don't know how -- I don't know

25 how or which way they left.
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1 Q. Did youreceive or overhear any radio reports about their withdrawal?
2  (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)
4  (Redacted) Ididn'tlisten to the other one because the radio had been
5 captured by the other soldiers and so they were speaking -- they were speaking Sango
6 and said that -- well, they said, "We've taken over. We've taken over power." And
7 so what I heard, what we were able to understand, it was in Sango, they made
8 different noises and at one point I gave up because it was a problem, so I just stopped
9 listening.
10 Q. Okay. Which soldiers were speaking on the radio in Sango?
11 A. It was Bozize's soldiers and I heard them speak in the language of Chad.
12 Idon't know if it was Arabic or whatever but it was not the language spoken in CAR.
13 Itwasn't Sango. In Sango they said, "We've taken power." But I also heard them
14 playing music. It was victory music, but those were people from CAR who were
15 speaking on our chief's radio.
16 Q. Okay. And while we're on the topic of languages, what languages can you
17  speak yourself?
18 A. Ispeak French, I speak Sango. Sometimes I understand Lingala words. Some
19 words in Sango and Lingala are similar. There are similar words that we share with
20 the Congolese. And Ilisten to a singer who always sings in Lingala so I was used to
21  hearing those words and I know some words in Lingala but I speak both Sango and
22 French fluently.
23 Q. Okay. Isitunusual for somebody to speak a few words of Lingala who lives in
24 the Central African Republic?

25 A. Itcan happen, especially people from the north who are not familiar with the
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1  Congolese, they're not going to understand Lingala. They may listen to music but
2  they're not going to understand the words necessarily. That can happen.
3 Q. Okay. Did you gain any understanding of what the withdrawal of the
4 Congolese troops was like?
5 A. Well, it'shard to understand. We were in a situation of danger and, if I may
6 repeat, the coup d'état on 15 May, it was difficult. I really don't know much about
7  that. Ireally can't answer your question. I don't know how they left; I don't know.
8 Q. Verywell. Now, adifferent subject. During the course of the events, did you
9 ever see any crimes being committed against members of the Central African
10  population?
11 A. AsTI'vesaid, I wasn't everywhere but I did hear on the radio, on the national
12 radio, that there were crimes committed against the population, but I myself did not
13 say them. Counsel, I can't say the opposite, I can't lie. Iheard about it in the press
14 and on the radio that the soldiers that were fighting did commit atrocities, but I didn't
15 myself see that occur.
16 Q. What national radio are you referring to?
17 A. There was the Ndeke Luka private UN radio, I don't know if it still exists, it's
18 been ten years now, but it was also RFI and there were private newspapers,
19 independent newspapers. That's what we had. And I heard that on those different
20 media.
21 Q. What reports of abuses did you hear on national radio?
22 A. Well, they didn't explain everything in 2002, and of course I didn't hear
23  everything and I didn't have all that much time to turn on the radio to listen, so I
24  didn't follow all the events, so I don't know exactly what they said, but I did hear

25 through the international press but not so much by the national radio.
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1 Q. Sothat we're clear, are you saying you didn't hear reports on the national radio,
2  or there were no reports on the national radio?
3 A. In 2002, when Patassé was in power, the national radio couldn't say those things.
4  That's what I was saying. I did hear in the international press and the private Ndeke
5 Luka, the private UN radio, that's what I listened to but I didn't hear these things on
6 the national radio.
7 Q. Okay. Aboutwhom were the reports that you heard?
8 A. Well, the -- they weren't really reports, if you will. It was the news. The
9 Ndeke Luka said that the NGOs and the various NGO groups reported on the
10  atrocities carried out by all of the troops that were making war. They talked about
11  rape and other things. Iheard that but, as I said a moment ago, I didn't see these
12 things myself.
13 Q. Okay. Do youremember if you heard specific reports about abuses committed
14 by General Bozizé's troops?
15 A. No,Idon'tthinkso. No. You know, the press referred to all the warfaring
16  troops. They didn't say whether it was Bozizé's men or the loyalists. They said all
17  the troops, so I don't know exactly which troops the press were referring to, so I can't
18 really give you a better answer.
19 Q. Okay. Did you learn from any other sources or hear from any other sources
20  about abuses committed by armed forces in the Central African Republic?
21 A. No. Other than the press, the media that I've already mentioned, I didn't have
22  any other reliable source to tell you about. Idon't have any other sources. Well, if
23  you're familiar with other sources, you can ask me and I will answer, but I don't think
24 there were any other sources. As a sergeant at the time I didn't have any other

25  sources of information.
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1 Q. Okay. Whatabout over the radio, the walkie-talkie that you had, did you hear
2  any reports from your own forces about abuses by any side?
3 A. Nopo, Ididn't hear that over the radio, the walkie-talkie. (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted) It wasn't my own radio, and it was only by chance occasionally
6 that I would have the radio, so no, I didn't listen to it as such.
7  MRHAYNES: Okay. Well, you've been very concise in your answers, and I have
8 no further questions to ask you. Thank you very much. But you'll be asked some
9 questions by people from the other side of the room now.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you very much, Mr Haynes. Before I give
11 the floor to Mr Bifwoli from the OTP, I wanted a clarification from the witness and it
12 is on page 29, line 17 where, Mr Witness, you mentioned that the troops from MLC
13  who arrived were given uniforms, the same -- let me find the page in order to quote
14 correctly what was said. Your answer -- the question put to you on line 15 was:
15 "What sort of uniforms did they receive, to your knowledge? "They" here, we are
16  referring to the MLC troops, and your answer: "It was the same uniform we wore,
17  the same armbands, they wore our uniforms. It was green with a green beret. And
18  so they changed their uniforms. They received uniforms from the Presidential
19 Guard."
20 My questionis: Are the uniforms of the Presidential Guard the same as the uniforms
21  of the FACA soldiers, or different?
22 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) They're different. The beret is different, and we
23  received uniforms from China. It was a batch of uniforms that were different from
24 the FACA uniforms, whereas the Central African Army had a uniform similar to the

25  French; in fact, the same uniforms as the French uniforms, so they were different from

15.10.2012 Page 46



|CC-01/05-01/08-T-254-Red2-ENG WT 15-10-2012 47/67 SZ T +EE-0H05-0H08-T254Reed-ENG W 5-16-20424H6 7+ RH-TF
Pursuant to Trial Chamber 111 ‘s Orders, | CC-01/05-01/08-2223 and | CC-01/05-01/08-3038, the version of the transcript with its redactions becomes Public

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/05-01/08
Witness: CAR-D04-PPPP-0050

1 ours and their beret is different as well from the FACA.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: So that means that both uniforms and berets are
3 different from Presidential Guard and FACA soldiers?
4 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Well, the loyalists, you know, the FACA were
5 divided. Some were in favour of the regime. Those who were with us, I myself
6 was part of the Presidential Guard. I was wearing the uniform of the Presidential
7 Guard, the UPS, but on the other side it was the national army. They have two
8 different or three different berets, in fact. There's a red one, a red beret. You will
9 find RDOT that wears that and then there's another beret. There's a black beret from
10  the support and then there's a white beret for the marines, so you see there's different
11  colours of berets, that's the difference between us and the other forces.
12  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: And what is the difference between the uniforms,
13  the Presidential Guard and the FACA soldiers?
14 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Iam not able to describe it to you without a
15 picture. Idon't know how to describe the difference. It's green but there's a
16  difference, if you will. If you were to show me a picture, I could tell you which is
17 which. They're both green but it's a different shade of green. It's hard for me to
18 explain exactly what it is, but there is a difference. Plus the armband is different.
19  One says Presidential Security and the other has the Central African flag, and there is
20 abasic difference in the colour of the uniform, madam.
21  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: According to you, the MLC soldiers received
22  uniforms that are similar to the uniforms of the Presidential Guard?
23 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Yes, they were like us, the same uniform as the
24 USP.

25 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you for the clarification. Mr Bifwoli, are you
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1 ready tostart? I'm now giving the floor to the Prosecution that is going to put some
2  questions to you, Mr Witness. Mr Bifwoli.
3 MRBIFWOLI: Thank you, your Honours.
4  QUESTIONED BY MR BIFWOLI:
5 Q. Good afternoon, Mr Witness.
6 A. Good afternoon.
7 Q. Mr Witness, once again, my names are Thomas Bifwoli. As you recall, we met
8  briefly during the familiarisation process, and I represent the Prosecution. I'll be
9 asking you questions about the events of the time, and I request that you listen
10  carefully to my questions and provide concise answers. In this way, I believe we
11  shall be able to cover a lot of grounds. 1 will also remind you that you observe the
12 five-second rule so that we give the interpreters time to interpret what we are saying.
13 Now, Mr Witness, does the name Anguine (phon) Gambi mean anything to you?
14 A. Yes, he was the Minister of the Defence at the time.
15 Q. Do you recall the exact time that he became the Minister for Defence, the month
16  or the date?
17 A.  After the 2001 coup d'état, because the former Minister of Defence was
18 Demafouth and there was a reorganisation of the government and that's when Gambi
19 became Minister of Defence from 2001 until 2003. I'm not quite sure, but it was after
20 Mafouti (phon) -- Demafouth.
21 Q. Andsir, during this period of October 2002 to March 2003, who was the chef
22  d'état major of the army?
23 A. There was Betibangi. Betibangi. I think it was Betibangi. I'm -- you know,
24  it'sbeen ten years. I'm abit confused between the different Chief of Staffs at the

25 time.
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1 Q. Mr Witness, we understand that it's a bit of time but we just want you to try and
2 seeif you can recall a few things. So I'll ask you, did anyone else take over from
3  Betibangi?
4 A. No,hedied. Hedied. I'mnot quite sure, I don't remember. Iremember
5 there were events at the time, there were changes, but Betibangi, I think he was there.
6  You know, there were misunderstandings between the Massi and others. I do know
7  the Chief of Staff, our own Chief of Staff, I know who that was from start to finish, but
8 inthe army I'm not quite sure because we were not always involved, but there must
9 have been someone in between but I'm afraid I don't remember exactly the name.
10 I'm afraid I don't have it in mind.
11 Q. Sir, the evidence before this Court shows that Gambi was the chef d'état major
12 atsome point. Would that be correct? Before -- that's within the period October
13 2002 to March 2003, he was the chief at some point; would that be correct?
14 A. That's correct, but I'm not certain. Betibangi killed Demafouth. Correction, he
15 took over from Demafouth, but there was a colonel, and I think now he's a general. I
16  really don't remember. Idon't remember. I'm not quite sure what his post was.
17  There was Mazi, there were others. You know, the army was divided and there
18  were the southerners, the easterners. There were divisions, and so I'm not really
19 sure who exactly was in that post. 1really don't remember exactly who was the
20  Chief of Staff at the time. I don't remember.
21 Q. Okay, let me help you to recall. The evidence we have before this Court says
22  that Gambi was the chef d'état major and he was appointed on 16 January 2003 by
23  President Patassé; is that true?
24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Yes, Mr Haynes.

25 MRHAYNES: TI'dlike a reference to what evidence says that.
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1  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Bifwoli, if possible.

2 MRBIFWOLIL: Thank you, your Honour. Thatis CAR-OTP-0049-0043.

3 MRHAYNES: The document says "appointed or confirmed."

4 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Haynes.

5 Is that possible there's a clarification? Otherwise, we just go and --

6 MRBIFWOLIL: Your Honour, my question to the witness is if he confirms that that

7 was the date on which Gambi was appointed.

8 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Gambi was in the Chief of Staff. You know, in the

9  Presidential Guard he became target number one of Mr Bombayake and, well, he was
10  abit far from us, but at the time he wasn't really credible in the eyes of the USP and
11 some were trusted by the USP, others weren't. The USP didn't trust the army as a
12 whole. SolIreally don't know anything about the person you're referring to. Now
13 that you've mentioned the name I vaguely remember he was an officer, but his exact
14 postIreally -- I really don't remember. Iknow the name vaguely, but he was not at
15 all involved in my day-to-day job and so I really have no way of knowing his position.
16  If you allow me, that's about all I can say.
17 MR BIFWOLI: Madam President, can we go into private session?
18 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into private session.
19 *(Private session at 12.31 p.m.) Reclassified as Open session
20 THE COURT OFFICER: We're in private session, your Honours.
21 MR BIFWOLIL:
22  (Redacted)
23  (Redacted)
24  (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

g A W N

(Redacted)
6 Q. Sir, I would like you to draw the structure of the USP (Redacted) and
7 how it went up to the head of USP. Are you able to do that?
8 A. From bottom to top we have the corporals, the sergeant and chief sergeant, then
9 you have the platoon or section heads and sub-platoon or section heads and then you
10  have the Chief of Staff and his deputy. (Redacted)
11  (Redacted)
12 (Redacted) You may want to know that I was not trained as a Presidential Guard
13  initially. I was trained for the national army. Then in (Redacted) I joined the USP, and
14 you know (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21 (Redacted)
22 Q. Sir, you have given some explanation, but I would like you to put it in paper.
23  Just putin paper (Redacted) Can
24 youdo that? The court officer may assist you in doing that.

25 A. Well, when you talk about the General Staff, you need to be specific. You see,
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1 thereis a General Staff (Redacted)

2  (Redacted) Which General Staff are you talking about? The General Staff of the
3  Presidential Guard, or the General Staff (Redacted) I need you to

4 be specific as to what you want me to do. Can you please clarify your question?

5 Q. Youhave testified that you reported to (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)

8 A. Thatisfair. Thatis fair, because I was mixing up things. Ithought maybe
9  you were referring to the General Staff of the Presidential Guard and that's why I
10 wasn't able to answer you clearly. Now, if you gave me a piece of paper and a
11  pen -- by the way, [ have a pen on me here.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Could, please, court usher assist the witness.
13 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Do you want the names, or should I just outline
14 the positions as we knew them at the time?
15 MR BIFWOLI:
16 Q. Outline the position and, where you recall the names, indicate the names as
17 well.
18 A. Well, some corporals' and sergeants' names I don't remember. What I have
19  done here is simply a representation of how we used to work at the time.
20 Q. Sir, I also request of you that you sign it and have it dated.
21 THE COURT OFFICER: The document is going to be placed on the document
22  camera, so please press on "Docu Cam Witness" in order to view the documents.
23 MR BIFWOLL:
24 Q. Mr Witness, I have the document before the screen. Now, so that it is clear, is

25  the place where it's written (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)

2  (Redacted)

3  (Redacted)

4  (Redacted)

5 (Redacted) There's another sergeant who was in charge of something else.

6  So here you have in broad strokes what other sergeants were doing. There were a
7 number of us and there were about 700 of us with ten positions, so you have a

8 number of corporals, then you have the lance-corporals and you have corporals and
9  all of that is divided up accordingly. I did not have a duty post as such, or a post of

10  responsibility,(Redacted)
11  (Redacted)

12 Q. Mr Witness, it's now clear. And what was your assignment, or function, in the
13 General Staff?

14 A. TIhave told you already that the Presidential Guard had a General Staff to which
15 Idid not belong as such, because they are people who are recruited from the lowest
16  ranks up to high levels and there were troops of that calibre in the Central African

17  Republic. What happened in my case it that I passed the competitive examination to
18  attend the military academy, so I was trained for the Central African Armed Forces,
19 FACA, (Redacted)

20 (Redacted)

21  After the coup d'état, some of the troops -- in fact, during the coup d'état many troops
22 of the Presidential Guard were killed. There was a shortage in staff and, you see,

23  there was a redeployment. (Redacted)

24  (Redacted)

25 (Redacted)
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1 (Redacted)
2  (Redacted)
3  (Redacted) so I didn't
4 hold any specific function within the Presidential Guard hierarchy as such, nor within
5 the national gendarmerie. Ibelonged to that corridor where it was my duty to work
6 and then if everything went well I would have gone for a commissioned officers'
7 course in France, but my career came to an end at some point.
8 What I'm saying in short is that I did not hold any specific position in the army. My
9  only responsibility as such was (Redacted)
10 MR BIFWOLI: Thank you for that clarification.
11 Madam President, we request that the structure that was drawn by the witness be
12 provided with an ERN number.
13  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please, an ERN number and the
14 document is confidential.
15 THE COURT OFFICER: Thank you, Madam President. This document will bear
16  the following ERN number, (Redacted)

17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)

20 A. Now, when you talk about "function,” function what does that mean? Are you
21  talking about the mission, you know? When you say "function,” it's an

22  administrative position. I think your question rather should be what was our

23 mission. If that is the question you are asking maybe I can provide an answer, but
24 when you say "function" it's confusing to me.

25 Function? Function? What is function? Everything can be a function. You know,
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1 even the question can be a function. So we didn't have a function as such. (Redacted)
2  (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 Q. Youhave answered my question, Mr Witness. Who -- you have told us who
7 the head of USP at the time was. It was Mr Bombayake, am I right?
8 A. I'mtrying to understand you. He was not a chief. He is a general, a senior
9 officer of the Central African army, a career soldier. He was a general;
10  Director-General of the Presidential Guard. After the death of the general and after
11  the change that took place, after the coup d'état, he became the general director of the
12 Presidential Guard.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Bifwoli, should we continue in private session?
14 MR BIFWOLI: Madam President, we can go back into public.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Court officer, please turn into open session.
16  (Open session at 12.54 p.m.)
17 THE COURT OFFICER: We are in open session, your Honours.
18 MR BIFWOLL
19 Q. Did the head of USP have a son who was also serving in USP?
20 A. Mr Bombayake, the Director of the Presidential Guard, Chief of Staff of the
21  Presidential Guard, is that who you are referring to?
22 Q. Sir, the reason why I'm not mentioning the name is because we are now in
23  public - in public - and that is the person I am referring to. If he had a son and you
24 know the name please don't mention the name, but that is the person I'm referring to.

25 A. Itisonly normal that he would have had sons, but I don't know what the names
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1  of his sons were, or may have been. Ihad other things to do. Iam not aware of that.
2 ldidn't see a son of his, but if you ask me a question about my place of work I can
3 provide you with clear answers, but this is a completely different issue. I was not
4  aware, by the way, of a son.
5 Q. Mr Witness, can you be clear? The question is not whether he has sons. The
6 questionis very clear. Did he have a son who was serving in the USP at the time?
7 A. No,really, as I have told you, I had no idea about his son. That is his private
8 life. Ihaveno idea.
9 Q. What were the functions of the USP?
10 A. Function, function, function. Again, in military terms a function is always a
11 mission. So the mission of the USP, the Presidential Security Unit, was to provide
12 protection for the president and his family. That was our duty, provide protection
13 for the life of his president -- of the president. That is what I know. Now, when
14 you say "function" I don't know how I can answer a question about function, (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16 Q. Now, if we can use the term "mission," which you appear to be comfortable
17 with, apart from protecting the President was it also the mission of the USP to ensure
18  the security of the airport?
19 A. Yes, that structure fell within -- yes, even from the time of previous presidents
20 because, you know, when an enemy attacks its preferred target is the airport and then
21  the national radio, so the Presidential Guard provides protection for the airport and
22  the radio and borders of the country. So it is the Presidential Guard which provides
23  protection for the airport. I therefore can say that it is a mission of the USP to
24  provide protection at and for the airport.

25 Q. And inaddition to the airport and you've mentioned borders, did it also protect
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1 important buildings in Bangui?
2 A. Theimportant or targeted buildings were not specific as such, you know?
3 Maybe you can say that the USP was present at the Chief of General Staff's residence,
4 not at the Prime Minister's residence. At the Presidency of the Republic, yes, for
5 family members of the president, yes, the Presidential Guard was required. Then at
6 Camp de Roux there was a presidential residence there which was also under the
7 protection of the Presidential Guard. Then you have the Port Beach, around that
8 area, under the Presidential Guard, and then you have the Sofitel area which was
9 protected by the Presidential Guard.
10  So it was not all the important buildings that were protected by USP troops, there
11  were targeted buildings that were assigned to the USP for purposes of providing
12 protection and security.
13 Q. And Mr Witness, do you know the total number of soldiers who were serving in
14 USP at the time, that is, if you know? If you don't know, then it's also fine.
15 A. AsTI'vebeen telling you, it's impossible to give you a number for the entire area.
16 Idon't know the troop numbers as such for the whole country. I don't know all the
17  troops from the first person to the sixty-thousandth person, but if you tell me -- if you
18 ask me about the airport, I could give you a number regarding the number of people
19  at the airport, but generally speaking, I really couldn't answer that question or give
20 you a particular number.
21 Q. Soam Iright to say you don't know the number of USP soldiers?
22 A. Yes, that's right, I don't know the total number.
23 Q. Sir, in performing its functions, was the USP mainly based in Bangui and its
24 environments, or it also had soldiers in other parts of the country?

25 A. Yes, because the President had a large farm along the road to Boali, and even in
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1 Boali there, the hydraulic dam that produces electricity for the CAR. I think that was
2 800 or so, we had soldiers there and that is the approximate number, I would say, in
3 Boali. And he has alarge farm and the security has to be ensured before he arrives
4  there. So that's the area I can tell you about.
5 Q. Areyouin a position to approximate the number of USP soldiers that were at
6 the farm along the Boali road?
7 A. No, not all of them because I was saying, I was saying -- well, I've said ever
8 since the beginning of the hearing that I wasn't everywhere and I wasn't a leader. 1
9 would go places with my chief, and what I do know is that I would get their names by
10 radio, the soldiers of such-and-such a unit would go to a particular place, but I didn't
11  have numbers, but I didn't see the actual number with my own eyes. This is what
12 I'm telling you.
13 Q. Sir, the reason why we are asking you these questions is because we were not
14 there. You were the one who was there and therefore we are trying to get out what
15 you know, and that's why it's perfectly in order what you don't know. You just say
16  you don't know, and don't get offended sometimes when we are asking you these
17  questions, because you appreciate that we don't know what you know so we keep on
18 asking, and you can accept what you don't know. Is that fine?
199 A. Yes.
20 Q. Mr Witness, were any other soldiers stationed at the airport, (Redacted)
21  (Redacted) to take charge of security at the airport?
22 A. No. The other forces that were working at the airport were limited in their
23 functions. Iwas telling you earlier that there was the brigade of the national
24  gendarmerie who were there, and they had other functions, other missions. There

25 was also another force there and they had their own mission. The police were there
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1 and they would check the passengers and that sort of thing; they were there. The air

2  force, there was an air force base close to us at the end of the landing strip. They

3  were there, but they had their own base and they really weren't involved in our

4  activities. They had their own mission.

5 Q. And were MLC forces based at the airport at any time?

6 A. (Redacted) There was a chief of staff who prohibited. He said, "If you see

7  people from the DRC who have come to get some things." But they didn't have their

8 Dbase at the airport. They were in the support regiment, and some came to Camp

9 Béal sometimes, but their base was not the airport as such. The soldiers who were at
10  the airport initially were mixed with -- when we gained the area back, well, that
11  wasn't their place, so they were moved immediately to go to the field, but they were
12 not at the airport. It was impossible for them to have been at the airport.
13 Q. Once again, if you are in a position to approximate the number of days or weeks
14 that they were at the airport before they left, the MLC troops. Are you able?
15 A. Well, it was when the way was cleared and we took those soldiers to reinforce
16  the landing strip. They were close to the area, so we sent some there, and it was
17 about48. They waited for the aeroplane that I was talking to you about. Some
18 came by aeroplane and immediately they left. So I would say 48 hours. They were
19  at the airport for about 48 hours.
20 Q. Mr Witness, let's talk now about the MLC and its arrival. How did they arrive
21  in Central African Republic?
22 A. AsIwassaying earlier, they came just to provide support and they came over
23 theriver. You see, they came by water from -- to Bangui. They came by boat, and
24 then they were greeted there and were taken to the other centres. They arrived at

25  Port Beach.
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1 Q. Inyour testimony during the examination-in-chief, you testified that the MLC
2 arrived on 30 October 2002; is that correct?
3 A. [Isaid from the fifth because Bozizé's soldiers took power, they took that
4 neighbourhood for five days. Now, if you do the maths, if you start with the 25th
5 and then 5 days, that brings you to the 30th. They took Bangui on 25 October.
6 Bemba's soldiers came, five days; the sixth day and we started.
7 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
8 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) So I would count five days, and so if you take the
9  25th and add five days, that means the 30th, if you do the maths the normal way, so
10  the result is the 30th or perhaps the 31st. So I would say the 30th. I can confirm
11  that date, the 30th.
12 MR BIFWOLL
13 Q. Let's check that, Mr Witness. Iknow it's a while but let's try to understand this
14 alittle bit better. We have evidence before this Court and that evidence is a letter
15 that was written by Mr Bemba himself, written to the UN representative in the CAR
16  at that time, and he's saying that the MLC troops arrived in CAR on the 27th. Iknow
17  it's a while, but is it possible that they arrived on the 27th?
18 A. Idon'tknow, but --Ireally don't know, but what I maintain is that -- because
19  that they came in the evening. There was a briefing. The next day, the 31st, we
20 began to fight. So I'm specific about the date they came, and the radio reported.
21  The reinforcements came to Port Beach. It was a Saturday, the 30th, Saturday
22  evening, and on the radio it was announced. We were very happy. We were very
23 happy.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Bifwoli, the reference number of this letter you

25 mentioned, please?
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1 MRBIFWOLL Sorry, your ladyship. The reference number is CAR-OTP-0017-0360.
2 Q. Mr Witness, as I told you, I know it is events of the time and maybe some things
3 youdon't know, but I'm just trying to understand the situation. We also have
4  another piece of evidence. This one was also supplied by the Defence. For the
5 record, that is CAR/DEF/0002/0001. And this document, it actually indicated that by
6 26 October, the MLC were in CAR. So my question is: It is possible that maybe
7 there were some MLC troops that had come earlier and you didn't know; is that
8 possible?
9 A. Thavenoidea. Youhavethe document. Can Isee this document first? I'm
10  talking about how I received the information. I'm not a person who can know
11  everything about a particular matter. What I do know is, well, I spoke of the 31st. I
12 was told that the people who we were waiting for were there already, so I am sticking
13 by my date, the date. But if there were people who came before or after, I don't
14 know at all how I can explain that to you, counsel. But I'm clear that I am aware of
15 their presence as of the 30th. If you have other documents, well, I wasn't at the
16  administrative office or anything like that. If you show me a document, well, that's
17 meaningless to me, [ haven't seen the document. ButI say they were there on the
18 30th. Thatis myidea. As for the other item, I have no idea.
19 Q. Mr Witness, that's precisely the point I'm putting to you. According to your
20  knowledge, they arrived on 30th but maybe according to other information there
21  were other forces that arrived earlier than that that you may not know. Isthata
22  possibility?
23 A. You're talking about forces, but which forces?
24  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Kilolo.

25 MRKILOLO: (Interpretation) Your Honour, I fear that we are going around in
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1 circles here and my learned friend opposite is misleading the witness, who has been
2  very clear, saying that according to the information that he has, the MLC troops
3 arrived the first time in the Central African Republic as part of these events on
4 30 October, and now he's being asked whether it's possible that the MLC troops
5 arrived earlier. So he's being asked to speculate, and we object to that.
6 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: I think the objection is to be taken into account,
7 Mr Bifwoli. I'mean, in the page 77 on line -- starting on line 9, the witness said very
8 clearly, "But if there were people who came before or after, I don't know at all." So I
9  think that the answer to this question has been given already. We could move
10 forward.
11 MR BIFWOLI: Thank you, your Honours, I'm fine with that answer.
12 Q. Andsir, isit also your testimony that they arrived on a Saturday? Is that what
13  yousaid?
14 A. Iremember it was a weekend. I maintain that it was Saturday. I could have a
15 look at the old dates, but I think it was Saturday. It was on the weekend, Saturday.
16  The 30th, I don't know. The 5th, everything was shaken up, but Saturday, it was on
17  a weekend because we launched the assault on the Sunday, at 10 in the morning.
18 The 31st, as of the 10th. Correction, as of 10 o'clock.
19 Q. Soare you telling the Court that what you recall is that the MLC arrived on
20 Saturday? Is that your evidence?
21 A. TI'mtelling you the 30th. It was the weekend. It was a weekend. I'm telling
22  you it was the 30th. If we could look at the old calendar for 2002, it might coincide
23 withwhatIsay. I'm saying the 30th, it was a Saturday. If you could -- you could
24 check for yourself. You can check the calendar for yourself.

25 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER:  Mr Bifwoli, Judge Aluoch wants a clarification.
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1 JUDGE ALUOCH: Mr Witness, when you say whether it was a Saturday or which
2  day, but it was the weekend, when you say "we launched the attack," do you mean
3  your forces and the Congolese forces? What do you mean when you say, "We
4 launched the attack"? Whois "we"? Thank you.
5 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) I'm referring to the unity of -- the Presidential
6  Security Unit, supported by Bemba's soldiers. They came on the 30th and there was
7  abit of a briefing. They were given clothing. Throughout the day, Saturday, they
8 were given instructions, told where to go, and the officers, everyone received a
9  briefing, and we had to wait 'til the next day, the Sunday, not for the USP and the
10  various forces, private forces like Bemba's people, to launch the offence, begin the
11  offence, began by air in that sector and Bemba's people and the others moved forward
12 to take the terrain. I'm speaking of our forces, the USP.
13 JUDGE ALUOCH: Thank you.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Mr Bifwoli.
15 MR BIFWOLL
16 Q. Mr Witness, I have a calendar with me here of the year 2002. If you want, I can
17 show it to you. And 30 October that year was actually a Wednesday, so it is not
18  possible that they came on a Saturday; is that correct?
19 A. Well, if you have that date. I'm saying that it was a long time ago, because
20 they blocked the country off. So you might get mixed up. That kind of thing can
21  happen. Once the country was blocked off nothing happened, so you didn't know
22 whatday. But for me it was the weekend. I'm telling you that everything had been
23  shut down as of that date. It was calm. Nothing was happening. It might have
24 been the start of the weekend, I don't know, but the date I remember is the 30th, but

25 the day of the week, well, that's like, you know, you remember a date in history but
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1 the day of the week, I remember the 30th. I confirm that the events, the five days
2  thatit took, there were no activities. So you might mix up Saturday and Sunday.
3  Everything was very calm. We had to wait until we regained the terrain and then
4  we were able to get back to Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and so on. But when it
5 was like that, you really don't have time to go and check the date.
6 So we had our daily transmission and it was 30 October, I can confirm that. If you're
7 telling me it was a Wednesday, that's news to me. During an event like these ones,
8 you don't remember the day of the week, you remember the date, and I'm telling you,
9 it was the 30th.
10 Q. The reason why we are following up this question, it's because it's your own
11 testimony that you said they arrived on a Saturday, the 30th, so you agree with me
12 that if they arrived on a Saturday, then that Saturday was not the 30th; do you agree
13 with that?
14 A. I'm getting mixed up, but if you -- if you are confirming that it was the 25th
15 that's a weekend. If Ilook, Bozizé's people took power. It was the weekend, if you
16  check. SoI'm getting mixed up, if you understand. The date that --
17 THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.
18 THE WITNESS: (Interpretation) Could you repeat the question? The date of 2002,
19 the 5th, was that a Saturday? Could you look at your calendar, the calendar you
20 showed me, and you'll see -- maybe I'm getting mixed up. They came, Bozize's
21  people took the country and that was on the weekend but Bemba's people, I don't
22 know exactly, the date was the 30th, but I remember -- I'm saying in approximate
23  terms, I'm saying the 30th.
24 Q. So that you know, according to the calendar of 2002, the Saturday was actually

25  26th.
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1 A. The weekend starts on Friday evening. Because they took -- the spokesperson
2  of the MLC, I've forgotten his name, but they took -- and the prime minister was back.
3 That was late -- at the end of the week, Friday. As you say, the 25th. He came, we
4 heard that on the radio. He came to the headquarters of CEMAC and he fell into
5 Bozize's ambush, but he was warned. He was held in his office immediately. So
6 Iknow it was at the end of the week. In our part of the world, the weekend starts on
7 the Friday evening, so it starts Friday afternoon. They launched the assault Friday
8 evening. Now if I'm talking about the weekend, I mean between Friday and
9 Saturday. Inthe Central African Republic, the weekend starts on Friday.
10 Q. Sowould you still maintain your testimony that MLC arrived on Saturday and
11  that Saturday was the 30th, in view of this?
12 A. Istand by the date but not necessarily the day of the week. It was between the
13  Saturday and the other day, but I stand by the date. I stand by the date, the 30th.
14 MR BIFWOLI: Madam President, your Honours, I would like to move to another
15  topic, but I can see it's almost time for the break, so I will stop there. Thank you.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE STEINER: Thank you, Mr Bifwoli. I agree that it is time to
17 move to another topic.
18 Mr Witness, thank you very much. We will adjourn for today and resume tomorrow
19 morning at 9 in the morning for you to continue giving your testimony.
20 Ithank very much Prosecution team, the legal representatives of victims, the
21  Defence team. Ithank very much our interpreters, court reporters. I ask for the
22  patience of parties and participants, since we have still two minutes, just for the
23  Chamber to advance on the decision authorising legal representatives to put
24 questions to the witness because a very -- it's a very brief oral decision, so I beg your

25 patience for that.
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1  On5 October 2012, the Chamber received an application from Maitre Zarambaud on
2 Dbehalf of the victims that he represents to question Witness D04-50, Filing 2230 Conf.
3  The application contains a list of 40 sets of questions. Similarly, on the same date,
4 the Chamber received an application from Maitre Douzima on behalf of the victims
5 that she represents, Filing 2333. The application contains a list of 14 questions.
6 Having considered the reasons given by both Maitre Douzima and Maitre
7 Zarambaud as to why the personal interests of the victims they represent are affected
8 the Chamber allows the respective applications to question Witness D04-50.
9  Turning to the proposed questions, Maitre Douzima is allowed to put all of her
10  proposed questions to the witness, as set out in her aforementioned filing.
11  Inrelation to the questions of Maitre Zarambaud, the Chamber allows him to put his
12 questions, as set out in the aforementioned filing, except for questions 17.1, 17.2, 17.3,
13 17.4, the second part of question 19 and question 20.1, which require the witness to
14 provide the relevant opinion evidence.
15 At the same time, the Chamber notes that by email of 11 September 2012, the legal
16  representatives' case manager submitted that as of the testimony of Witness D04-07,
17  questioning by the legal representatives would take two hours each.
18 In order to ensure an efficient presentation of evidence, and that the trial is fair and
19 expeditious, pursuant to its powers under Article 64(2) and 67(1)(c) of the Rome
20  Statue, Rule 140 of the Rules and Regulations 43 and 54 of the Regulations of the
21  Court, the Chamber decides that the legal representatives of victims are granted
22 together up to two hours to question each of the witnesses called to give evidence by
23  the Defence. The said two hours should be shared between both legal
24 representatives in the way they find most convenient. Any request for extension of

25 questioning time by legal representatives of victims will be considered and decided
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1 upon on a case-by-case basis.
2 Again, Mr Witness, thank you very much. We hope you can take some rest during
3 theafternoon. We will turn now into closed session for the witness to be taken
4 outside the courtroom and in the meantime we will adjourn and resume tomorrow
5 morning at 9 o'clock. Court officer, please.
6 *(Closed session at 1.32 p.m.)Reclassified as Open session
7  THE COURT OFFICER: We are in closed session, your Honours.
8 (The witness stands down)
9 THE COURT OFFICER: All rise.
10  (The hearing ends in closed session at 1.32 p.m.)
11  CORRECTIONS REPORT
12 The Court Interpretation and Translation Section has made the following corrections
13 in the transcript:
14  *Page 15 line 16
15 (Redacted)
16  (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 (Redacted)
21 (Redacted)
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