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International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber VI

Situation: Central African Republic I

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Mahamat Said Abdel Kani - ICC-01/14-01/21
Presiding Judge Miatta Maria Samba, Judge Maria del Socorro Flores Liera, Judge
Sergio Gerardo Ugalde Godinez and

Judge Keebong Paek

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 2

Monday, 17 March 2025

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [9:32:32] (Microphone not activated)

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:32:54] Good morning, everyone.

Madam Court Officer, can you please mention the case.

THE THE COURT OFFICER: [9:33:03] Good morning, Madam President, your
Honours.

The situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case the Prosecutor versus
Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, case reference ICC-01/14-01/21.

And we are in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:33:18] Thank you very much.

May I ask for representation, please, starting with the Prosecution.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:33:24] Thank you, Madam President, your Honours.

For the Prosecution this morning, myself, Holo Makwaia, senior trial lawyer;

Marie-Jeanne Sardachti, Vanessa Grée, Brunhild Le Bailly, trial lawyers;

Anusha Rawoah, legal assistant; and Alessia Vitiello, analysis assistant. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:33:46] Thank you very much.

17.03.2025 Page 1



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-134-ENG CT WT 17-03-20252/91 T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-D33-P-0022

Ms Pellet for the victims, please.

MS PELLET: [9:33:51](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. The victims
are represented by Tars Van Litsenborgh, Clara Vecino Prieto, and myself,

Sarah Pellet, OPCV.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:34:05] Thank you, Ms Pellet.

Ms Naouri for the Defence, please.

MS NAOURI:  [9:34:09](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. Good
morning.

Today we have Mr Jacobs with me, beside, Emma Conty; behind me, Elina Legat,
Maya Ley-Robertson and Maelys des Hays de Gassart. And as for myself, I am
Jennifer Naouri, lead counsel representing Mr Said.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:34:38] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri.

And for the record, I do take note that Mr Said is in court here with us. A very good
morning, Mr Said. Thope I see you well.

MR SAID: [9:34:48](Interpretation) Yes. Good morning, your Honour.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:34:55] Good morning.

I welcome everyone again back into the courtroom. We last met in November of last
year, when the Prosecution called its last witness, and now we are back to hear the
Defence's first, and so far only, viva voce witness. The Chamber is aware that the
Defence is still trying to finalise certain specific investigative steps which may result
in a limited number of additional witnesses being called. So today we are going to
focus on the witness who is with us, Mr Thomas Cantaloube, P-0022.

It is our understanding that this witness will be testifying in French, so I remind
everyone of the importance of the need to speak slowly and to observe the

five-second rule between questions and answers.
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The Chamber has been informed that this witness can only be with us for two days.
We also understand that the parties have four and a half hours each to examine him.
If we keep to this, the witness will be able to finish his examination and evidence by
tomorrow afternoon. I therefore ask all of us, or all of you, to use your time
efficiently and to focus examination on the most relevant matters. Please also do
remember to leave some time for the Chamber in the event that we wish to put
questions to this witness.

The Chamber understands that the witness does not require protective or special
measures and will not testify under a pseudonym. There should therefore, in
principle, be no need for private sessions.

A very good morning to you, Mr Witness.

WITNESS: CAR-D33-P-0022

(The witness speaks French)

THE WITNESS: [9:37:09](Interpretation) Good morning. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:37:13] Now, Mr Witness, you are going to testify
before the International Criminal Court, so on behalf of this Chamber I welcome you
to this courtroom.

THE WITNESS: [9:37:23] Thank you very much. Merci.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:37:27] You should have before you, Mr Witness, the
solemn undertaking which every witness who appears before us must agree to. Can
I ask that you kindly read that out for us.

THE WITNESS: [9:37:41](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I shall tell the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:37:47] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.

Do you understand and agree to what you have just read out?

17.03.2025 Page 3
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THE WITNESS: [9:37:58](Interpretation) Yes, absolutely, I understand.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:38:01] Good. Thank you very much.

So we will continue.

Now, before we start your testimony, I have a few practical matters you should have
in mind when giving your testimony. Everything we say here is written down and
interpreted. It is therefore important to speak clearly and at a slow pace. Please
speak into the microphone you have before you and speak only after five seconds
after the person asking you the question has finished.

If you have any questions yourself, or if you need a break, please raise your hand so
we know that you want to say something to us.

Do you understand that, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: [9:38:50](Interpretation) Yes, I've understood.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:38:54] Good. Thank you. So we are going to
start with your testimony and I'm going to ask Defence counsel, Ms Naouri, to start
putting questions to you in chief.

Ms Naouri, your witness, please.

MS NAOURI:  [9:39:13](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.
QUESTIONED MY MS NAOURI: (Interpretation)

Q. [9:39:36] Good morning, sir.

A.  [9:39:42] Good morning,.

Q. [9:39:45] We know one another. I'm Jennifer Naouri, lead counsel representing
Mr Said, and I'm the one who will be putting some questions to you today.

Now, the Presiding Judge has told us that we need to respect the five-second rule.
This is a bit of a difficult exercise for myself because I tend to speak quickly. TI'll try

to be as disciplined as possible. But since we're speaking the same language and it
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probably will be an interactive exchange, so this may be a problem, but I would like
to ask you to wait five seconds before answering my questions.

So today I'd like to put some questions to you and deal with three topics in
chronological order. First of all, your professional background; then, secondly, your
work as a journalist in the CAR; and, third, your travel as an international
correspondent.

Now, before we talk about your professional background, I'd like to ask you a few
questions, beginning with simple matters. Could you give us your full name.

A. [9:41:14] Cantaloube, Thomas Clément.

Q.  [9:41:20] And your nationality.

A. [9:41:24] T am a French national.

Q.  [9:41:29] Very well. I'd like to show you a document. This is a confidential
document. It will be put up on the screen, but only for the people here in the
courtroom, the general public won't see. D-33-0014-3337, tab 2.
CAR-D33-0014-3337. And this document has not yet been submitted.

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:42:00] Evidence channel 1.

MS NAOURI:  [9:42:08](Interpretation)

[9:42:09] Can you see the document up on the screen, Mr Cantaloube?
[9:42:15] Yes, I can see it just fine.

[9:42:20] And could you tell us what this document is.

[9:42:23] That's my passport.

o > 0 > O

[9:42:28] Thank you.
I would like to request formal submission of this document and the document can
now be taken off the screen.

Could you tell us your current occupation, sir.
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A.  [9:42:49] I am a writer and I also write scripts for audio-visual productions.

Q.  [9:42:59] Before you were a writer and a screenwriter, did you do any other kind
of work?

A.  [9:43:05] For 25 years I was a journalist, from 1995 to the year 2002.

THE INTERPRETER: [9:43:16] Correction, 2020.

MS NAOURI:  [9:43:21](Interpretation)

Q. [9:43:21] Very well. Iwould like to ask you a few questions about your
professional background. Now, you said you were a journalist for 25 years. Where
did you study?

A.  [9:43:35] I studied at Sciences Po in Paris and I graduated in 1992.  After that I
went to journalism school, namely the Paris journalism school, and I graduated from
that school in 1995 and, after that, I began working as a professional journalist.

Q. [9:44:12] I'm also looking at the transcript because, you see, everything that you
say here in the courtroom is being transcribed, so I'm also keeping an eye on the
transcript.

Now just to pick up on something you just said, you've said that you began working
as a professional journalist. What kind of journalism were you engaged in at first,
and then continuing up until the year 2020?

A.  [9:44:42] I began working as a journalist in 1995. Initially, I went to the United
States and I was a correspondent for the French press. 1lived in Los Angeles for two
years, from 1996 to 1998, where I was correspondent for a number of French
newspapers. I went back to France in 1998 and I worked for L'Humanité, where I
covered international news and also the weekly edition of the newspaper. [ was
there for three years and then, after that, I went back to the United States in the year

2003 and I was a correspondent for the French press and I was the correspondent for
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Le Parisien, a daily newspaper, and for Marianne.

I lived in Washington, then New York, up until the year 2008. In 2008 I went back to
Paris, where I was hired by Mediapart, an online investigative journalism outlet, to
cover international events and to coordinate the international service of that news
outlet. I was there from 2008 to 2020, and I was a reporter and international
correspondent for 12 years. In the year 2020, I decided to stop that work, to resign,
and to begin writing fiction and writing scripts, which is what I do today.

Q.  [9:46:30] Thank you for that information. Now, what was your exact position
when you worked at Mediapart?

A. [9:46:48] The 12 years when I was working there, I was a reporter and I handled
international news. I really didn't have a specific sector. I covered various situations and
crises. I covered a lot of elections. *For example, I went to Afghanistan, and South Africa
to cover the elections there. In 2011, I covered the revolts and the Arab springs, in 2013 I
covered the crises in Mali and the Central African Republic. At the end of 2010 decade, I
also went many times to Israel and Gaza, and during that entire time I wrote many
articles about situations in Africa, the United States and also South America.

Q. [9:47:41] Thank you for that information. Could you describe Mediapart to us
a bit? What kind of news outlet is it?

A.  [9:47:54] Mediapart was created in 2008. It was created by a number of former
journalists from Le Monde and it was an online form of journalism focusing on
investigative journalism and analytical articles. We didn't cover minor events. We
always tried to provide in-depth coverage and additional information to readers.
You could compare Mediapart to The Economist or the major American magazines
such as Time or Newsweek.

Q. [9:48:55] Very well. So, you told us -- well, you gave us a list of matters that
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you covered when you were at Mediapart. Could you tell us how you chose the
topics that you were going to cover?

A, [9:49:23] At Mediapart, I didn't have a specific sector, which is often the case for
journalists. My role was to cover international news, in particular, crises that might
erupt anywhere in the world. Thad a great deal of freedom. Now, this news outlet
did not have a lot of money, but, quickly, we gained a number of sponsors, and I had
the freedom to decide what I was going to cover, where I was going to go and spend
more time on site in comparison with colleagues who worked for the conventional
press in France. So I had quite a bit of freedom to cover topics that were of interest
to me.

Q. [9:50:18] Very well. Now, you told us - page 8 of the transcript, line 21 - that
you became interested in the Central African Republic in 2013. Could you tell us
why you took an interest in the Central African Republic at that time?

A.  [9:50:42] The main reason for taking an interest in the Central African Republic
early in 2013 was the change of power in 2013, with the departure of Francois Bozizé,
in March, and so that turned into a crisis, as it is termed in the world of journalism.
So I began to take interest in this. The Central African Republic is a former French
colony and France still has interest there, including military interest. So I became
interested in the country, and at the time I also was thinking of doing a documentary
on failed states. Ihad already been to Mali for that purpose. Ihad gone to Somalia
as well in the summer of 2013 to find out what was going on there. That country no
longer really had any government maintaining the unity of the country or running the
country. *So the Central African Republic also seems to meet these criteria,
particularly after the events of March 2013, when there was a shift in power.

Q.  [9:52:10] I'm just waiting five seconds, because already I realise I'm not
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following my own rules. I'm not being disciplined.

Now, you decided that you would focus on the Central African Republic in 2013, and
failed states. What was your approach? What methods did you use?

A.  [9:52:38] Initially, I did what most journalists do. So I began by reading articles
in other newspapers covering immediate events, and, rather quickly - spring/early
summer 2013 - I was alerted by some contacts that I had within the ministry of foreign
affairs in Paris and a number of NGOs, such as MSF, whom I work with and who are
also good sources of field information. Médicins sans Frontiéres began to grow
alarmed by the situation in the Central African Republic. Now, Médicins sans
Frontiéres is a medical humanitarian organisation that focuses on health matters and
food issues -- food security, for example. So my contacts said, "You should really
look into what's going on in the Central African Republic, because things are
becoming very serious there, there's some serious problems".

Q.  [9:54:03] Very well. So you were contacted by Médicins sans Frontiéres, MSF.
Then what happened? Did you leave it at that or did you do anything else?

A.  [9:54:17] At first, when Médicins sans Frontiéres alerted me, as well as some
people from the ministry of foreign affairs, like many people, I started gathering
information and I said to myself, in due course I'll write an article. And so, in

July 2013 - I think it was 20 July - I was invited to take part in an informal meeting.

I was invited by Médicins sans Frontiéres. This was a meeting with that
organisation and some other NGOs working in the Central African Republic, Action
contre la Faim, Crisis Action. So, these NGOs organised an informal meeting of
people representing these NGOs and a handful of journalists, four or five of us.

They wanted to share information with us, and they were really pulling the alarm bell

and saying that a humanitarian crisis was emerging, and that was on 20 July.
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THE INTERPRETER: [09:55:35] Correction: 20 June 2013.

THE WITNESS: [09:55:44] It was in the same street as the street of my newspaper.
Q. [9:55:58] June, yes. Apparently in English, the interpreter said "July".

THE INTERPRETER: [9:56:12] Interpreter correction: Yes, indeed, the month
mentioned was June, not July.

MS NAOURI: [9:56:18](Interpretation)

Q. [9:56:20] So what was discussed at the meeting?

A.  [9:56:24] Well, it was a meeting with the NGOs intended to raise awareness, and
they were trying to tell the journalists who were present about what was going on.
And they had two kinds of observations. First of all, they wanted to report that the
country was collapsing. The Central African Republic was already in a bad state of
affairs, for decades, really. Not a lot of governance. It was difficult to send goods
there or get goods out of the country. After the government takeover in March 2013,
the problems were just getting worse and worse.

Secondly, for the humanitarian organisations, they were reporting their concerns
about food supplies, access to healthcare, and transportation problems. Since these
are humanitarian organisations, they shared that information. Most of these
organisations agreed that it was necessary to intervene more forcefully and with more
resources. There was no famine. People were not starving, but these organisations
were afraid of a food crisis, so that's -- that was what they were seeing. Some
representatives had been back from the CAR only days earlier, so they were
providing information from the field, really almost simultaneously, almost in real
time.

Q. [9:58:33] Very well. Now, you've just told us that there was less and less

governance. And how did that fit in with your plan to do a documentary on failed
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states?

A.  [9:58:54] I was beginning my work on that issue of failed states, and it seemed to
me that the Central African Republic met the criteria perfectly. It was a country that
was barely being governed. It had been plunged into chaos. It wasn't as violent as
Somalia in comparison, so that is why I said to myself, I said to myself that looking at
the Central African Republic might be the next step in my doing a documentary.

Q. [9:59:38] Very well. Now, just if we could hark back to the date again. Do
you have any information that could confirm that it was in June 2013, 20 June 2013?
A. [10:00:00] Yes. Ifound my notebook and I did record that meeting on 20 June.
Q. [10:00:12] I will now show you a document, CAR-D33-0014-3226-R01, tab 3 of
our list of materials. Itis a confidential document and it can only be shown to the
courtroom. Could we please scroll down.

Now, you have seen the document on your screen. Can you tell us what this
document is all about.

A.  [10:01:04] This is a copy of my electronic diary at the time indicating a meeting
with the MSF at rue 55 Crozatier on 20 June 2013 in Paris.

Q. [10:01:30] Thank you very much.

I would like to ask for formal submission of this document, CAR-D33-0014-3326-R01.
Now, what did you do after that first meeting with representatives of the NGO in
relation to the situation in the Central African Republic?

A. [10:01:58] For me, that meeting provided a lot of information because, you see,
many people are not aware or interested in what was happening in the Central
African Republic. Given the wealth of information that I gathered, I decided to write
an article on 21 June putting together all the information I had gathered at that

meeting and shortly thereafter by talking to other NGOs in relation to the situation in
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the CAR. They talked about what they had seen, what they had experienced. And
then on 21 June 2013 I wrote an article captioned "A Country Adrift", or something
like that. It is really just a pedagogical article which seeks to provide information to
French readers on what is happening in this country in spite of everything that is
being said in a very dispersed manner in the media. * But at Mediapart we hadn't
talked about it yet. So what we did was simply to put all of that together in order to
present a clear picture of what was going on.

Q.  [10:03:20] Thank you. So, off the cuff, you have provided a title to your
document, but I'll show you a document, CAR-D33-0014-1579. That's at tab 6 of our
list of materials. It is an article, a public article, which can be displayed to the
witness and to the public, but this document has not yet been officially submitted.
You can see the document before you, Mr Witness. Can you confirm to the Court
that this is the article which you have just been talking about?

A.  [10:04:19] Yes, absolutely correct. This is the article I wrote on 21 June 2013
which covered matters relating to what was happening in the Central African
Republic based on testimonies and discussions and information that I gathered at the
meeting which had been organised by Médicins sans Frontiéres.

Q. [10:04:41] Very well.

Could we go to page 1581, please. Could we scroll to the bottom of the page, please.
Thank you. Please stop there.

Here we can see a subtitle of sorts, "Boite noire", "Black box", so to speak. What does
that mean, please? Can you explain.

A.  [10:05:23] Boite noire was some sort of -- an invention of Mediapart whereby if
we had information to convey to our readers on the methodology we used, we would

put it in the black box. And so in order to be transparent to my readers, I have
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written that the testimonies for the article were collected during a meeting and
brainstorming between various NGOs convened by Mediapart on 20 June 2013. So
the black box tends to explain the sources of our information, which might be
anonymous, and it also explains why people may not have been willing to answer us.
Or, in order to simply just be transparent, we put this material in the black box so that
our readers can be aware. You see, when Mediapart was initiated, the idea was to
ensure that the journalists would fully convey to their readers the conditions in which
the information was collected.

Q. [10:07:03] Thank you, Mr Cantaloube. We continue looking at this article,
whose title you mentioned, but did you have an opportunity to read this article again
before today's testimony?

A. [10:07:17] Yes, I read it over again.

Q. [10:07:22] Can you today confirm, mindful of your current knowledge, the
content of this article?

A. [10:07:30] Yes, I confirm everything that is contained in this article.

Q. [10:07:37] But let me hop back to two small points in the article.

Could we go to page 1, or page 1579, please.

In this article - could we scroll down a little bit, right there - you see in the second
paragraph you refer to a hybrid coalition when you mention Seleka. Why do you
use the word hétéroclite in French, which is heterogenous?

A.  [10:08:29] I used that word, heterogenous coalition, because that was the
expression used by various witnesses whom I questioned. They all described the
Seleka as a coalition of individuals who came together to descend on Bangui but who
did not have any particular affinities. So it was kind of heterogenous because it *

brought together people from various religious backgrounds, various geographical
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territories, various ethnic origins and different social groups.

Q. [10:09:13] Very well.

Could we scroll down further on the page, Madam Court Officer. Thank you, that's
fine.

Before I put the next question to you, I have been told that there was no mention of
various social groups, it was not interpreted, and I think this is important. But at
the very end of this page - I'm attempting not to cough into the microphone, I'm
sorry - now, at the end of the page, it is stated that: "Witnesses who went to the
Central African Republic at the end of this month have talked about power, that has
very little control over anything. Even president Michel Djotodia does not seem to
have command over his immediate troops."

Five-second rule. My question is as follows: Who are the witnesses you are
referring to in the excerpt I have just read out to you?

A.  [10:10:42] Once again, the witnesses were representatives of NGOs who
attended the meeting. There were many of them, and in all their narratives their
testimonies were concordant, so I did not mention them individually, but I simply
said what they had narrated. Some of them who had returned from the Central
African Republic after a few weeks or months or days and they had spent time there
and they testified about what had transpired. And some had even worked there
over a number of years previous.

Q. [10:11:32] Thank you very much. You say that you did not mention specific
names. Thatis what [ understand.

But let's go to the next page, * page 1580, please.

If we zoom in a little bit, in the second paragraph, for example - there you have

it - you mention, in quote, * "The CAR is a country that no longer exists" and you
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mentioned that as being said by Enrica Picco, who frequently worked in the country
for MSF Spain. Now, what is the reason for mentioning this particular source?

A. [10:12:32] As a journalist, the preference is to cite or quote sources off one's
memory, but the rule requires that the individual must grant permission for such
mention. But if it's not granted, then the idea must be that you understand that the
NGO staff work on the ground and they do so irrespective of government or
organisations. So when an individual is mentioned by name, that could compromise
their work and their security. So this person who has been mentioned, Enrica Picco,
is one who granted permission for their name to be mentioned. * Sheisa
well-known individual in the Central African Republic. She worked in MSF Spain,
which had a broader coverage. Enrica knew the Central African Republic very well,
and so it is always a good thing when the journalist can mention an individual and in
this particular case the individual accepted to be mentioned.

Q.  [10:13:55] For the transcript, there are a few approximations that have been
made, but we will revert to them. Enrica Picco is E-N-R-I-C-A; Picco, P-I-C-C-O,
spelling.

Thank you very much, Mr Cantaloube.

I would like to ask for formal submission of this article, item 6 on our list,
CAR-D33-0014-1579.

Now, after writing that first article, what else do you do on the Central African
Republic?

A. [10:15:03] After writing that first article, I continued to follow up the current
events in the country and the crisis, as the case was, so I continued to read the French
press, international press, Central African press. I continued to talk with people

from MSF and other NGOs, people at Quai d'Orsay in my daily work because I had
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frequent access to diplomats, journalists and various NGOs. So even if I do not write
full articles, I would raise a few questions on the Central African Republic. And as 1
already told you, I was considering travel to the Central African Republic because
things did not seem to be getting better.

The thing is, this process takes time, and I was also involved in other activities
covering other topics, but I kept an eye on the Central African Republic all along.

Q. [10:16:09] You have just told us that you had planned to travel to the Central
African Republic. What initiatives did you take? Can you explain to us what
became of that idea to travel?

A.  [10:16:36] As a journalist, and throughout my career, I have always wanted to go
to the ground, to the field. Ihave always encountered some difficulty whenever I
had to tell a story which [ hadn't seen with my own eyes.

So, at some point, when I became interested in travelling to the Central African
Republic because of the current news and because of my work on failed states, I felt it
was time to travel to the Central African Republic. So I needed clearances from my
editor-in-chief, I needed to free up some time in my schedule, because I did not think
that two or three days would be enough. Ineeded at least two weeks in the Central
African Republic in order to also do my job properly, while attending to the education
of my daughter, and so on and so forth. And the only time that became available for
me was end of October 2013 for that travel to take place.

Q. [10:17:53] Very well. Five seconds, I'm sorry.

Now, before you travelled in October -- of course, I will follow up with a few
questions shortly, but before you travelled, did you continue to do your work as a
journalist on the CAR? Did you continue to conduct research into that situation?

A.  [10:18:19] Yes. AsIhave told you, I continued to keep an eye, or to monitor
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what was happening in the Central African Republic, but I did not write regularly.
But, in the end of October 2013, and in view of my report, internal report on the
ground, I published an article which was entitled something like "Central Africa at
the brink of disaster”. So this was a preparatory article before the major coverage I
was going to do. So I mention in that article the various sources and the things that I
intended to do, but in the meantime, I continued to monitor whatever was happening
in the Central African Republic.

Q.  [10:19:25] You have told us that you continued to contact some sources. Do
you have any information that can help the Court to be aware of these sources?

A. [10:19:46] In the same manner as in June, I would say that most of, if not all, my
appointments were in my electronic diary. So, for preparatory work, I went back to
that electronic diary and I looked up the sources that were relevant in October 2013.
Q. [10:20:16] Mindful of what you have just told us, I will show you document
CAR-D33-0014-3228, which is at tab 5 of our list of materials. This can be shown in
the courtroom, but not to the public because it's a confidential document.
CAR-D33-0014-3228-R01.

Mr Cantaloube, can you see the document? Can you tell us what this document is
about.

A.  [10:20:57] Once again, this is a screenshot of my electronic diary. It indicates
various entries relating to the preparatory work for my reportage in the Central
African Republic. Isee on 7 October, "Conference on failed states"; * On 16 October
there’s an appointment with Vircoulon of the crisis group; 17 October, a meeting with
MSF, particularly relating to the Central African Republic; and then there is a press
dinner with Hubert Védrine, foreign minister of France, former foreign minister. So

these are all the appointments that [ had as preparatory work to the reportage as well
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as the article which I had prepared at the end of October 2013.

Q.  [10:22:05] Now, let me hark back to what you have just said, because there are
some names missing in the transcript. I see here one name, or the other -- just give
me a second, please.

Well, I think it's okay. I can see the transcript in French. You talked about an
analyst of the international crisis group, which is Thierry Vircoulon. Well, I think
that is fine. You mentioned Hubert Védrine of the diplomatic press as well. Spelling,
H-U-B-E-R-T; Védrine, V-E-D-R-I-N-E. And I think I should have spelt out Thierry
Vircoulon as well. Iwill dosonow. Thierry, T-H-I-E-R-R-Y; Vircoulon,
V-I-R-C-O-U-L-O-N.

I will now request formal submission of the document at tab 5 on our list of materials,
CAR-D33-0014-3328-R01.

That will be all on that document.

But we also noted that in your diary, there was an entry on a number of appointments
that youhad. Do you have any other material relating to the subject matter covered
during those appointments?

A. [10:24:26] Yes. During those appointments, I took down some notes, which I
jotted in my notebook, or notebooks, which I found. I was a bit organised at the time
and I used to jot down these issues in notebooks about Central African Republic, so
before the travel, and during the period when I provided the report -- so I have that
material in notebooks.

Q.  [10:25:05] Very well. Can you now please look at your screen. I would like to
display CAR-D33-0014-3230-R02.

I have been told that R02 has not yet been disclosed, but I'm referring to tab 15 of our

list of materials, and it's a confidential document that can only be displayed to the
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courtroom.

Mr Cantaloube, do you see the document?

A. [10:25:53] Yes, I can see it.

Q.  [10:25:57] Can you tell us what this document is?

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:26:04] Mr Witness, can you kindly speak slowly so
that the interpreters can get the words that you are saying. Thank you.

Ms Naouri, please continue.

THE WITNESS: [10:26:19](Interpretation) That is my notebook, Central Africa 1, you
see the date of October-November 2013. This is the notebook into which I jotted my
notes.

MS NAOURI:  [10:26:39](Interpretation)

Q. [10:26:39] Very well. Maybe we will return to this, but for now let me ask for
formal submission of this document, which is at tab 15 of our list of materials,
CAR-D33-0014-3230.

Was that the only notebook you had, Mr Witness, this one we have just looked at?

A. [10:27:08] Now, from what I can remember, I had a second notebook. Now,
when I had filled up the first one, I think I had a Central African 2 notebook.

Q. [10:27:25] Could we please display document CAR-D33-0014-3285 at tab 14 on
our list of materials. This is a confidential document.

Can you see that document, Mr Cantaloube?

A. [10:27:57] Yes, I can see it. Yes, and indeed it is my second notebook
containing the notes that I jotted down on the Central African Republic after the
France-Afrique summit, * which took place in December 2013. So this is the manner
in which I put my materials together, in some sort of an archive.

Q. [10:28:26] Thank you. Iwould like to ask for tab 14 on our list of materials to
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be formally submitted, CAR-D33-0014-3285.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:28:38] Madam President, just for clarity of the record, what we
have before us is a cover page of a notebook, and counsel seeks to tender on to the
record what, this cover page? Because the Chamber has not been shown anything
else, the contents of this notebook.

MS NAOURI:  [10:29:03](Interpretation) As I was saying, your Honour, we will
return to a few elements of information in this regard, but we are not going to be
submitting just the cover page; we are going to submit the entire notebook once it's
been authenticated by the witness, who has told us that it indeed is his notebook.

I don't intend to go through each and every page one at a time, but, if necessary, I can
do that if the Court prefers me to do that. But I'm trying to save some time. I'm
having the notebook authenticated by the person who owns the notebook and I
believe this is sufficient.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:29:54] Yes. Let's use that -- let's follow that
procedure and when you want to make reference to specific areas in the book, please
do so, so we save time. In any event, even if it were just a cover page, we'll just put
it aside when we are doing our Article 74 judgment, so we do know that counsel
wants to go into this document when the time comes.

Please, Ms Naouri, continue. Thank you.

MS NAOURI:  [10:30:23](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.

Q. [10:30:27] I would like us to return to what you said about publishing an article
before you left for the Central African Republic. Now, I don't remember whether
you gave the title of that article. Do you remember the title?

A.  [10:30:47] Off the top of my head, I believe it was entitled "A country heading

towards disaster".
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Q. [10:30:58] That's good. That's very good.

CAR-D33-0014-1582, tab 7.  0014-1582, a public document. It's not yet submitted,
but it can be shown to the public and to the witness.

Can you see the document up on the screen, Mr Witness?

A. [10:31:36] Yes, I can see it just fine.

Q.  [10:31:39] Did you have time to read over this article before testifying today?

A. [10:31:48] Yes, I did have time to read over this article.

Q.  [10:31:54] Do you stand by the content of this article today, in light of what you
currently know?

A. [10:32:05] Yes, I stand by the entire article.

Q. [10:32:12] Very well.

If we could move to the next page, page 2, paragraph 3, third paragraph, please, on
this screen. Thank you.

Here we see that you've quoted Thierry Vircoulon. Why?

A.  [10:32:34] I quoted him, with whom I spoke on the telephone a few days
previous to this article. It wasn't the first time I spoke to him and I've always had the
impression or the feeling that he was one of the best analysts when it came to the
Central African Republic. He was part of the international crisis group and I
thought that he was someone who understood the various issues at play in Africa.
THE INTERPRETER: [10:33:21] Correction, in the Central African Republic.

MS NAOURI:  [10:33:26](Interpretation) I have finished with this article. Imay call
it up again.

Q. [10:33:28] Now I would like to show you tab 15, CAR-D33-0014-3285, page 3232.
This is a confidential document and it should not be shown to the public. Ishould

have mentioned that.
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Page 3232, please. 3232. 3232. Three thousand two hundred and thirty two,
perhaps I should have put it that way. Page 3 of the document, if that's easier.
Page 3 of the document. There we go. Perfect.

Mr Witness, what do we see here? Ireferred to you as "Mr Witness". That's our
general practice here.

A. [10:35:04] Well, these are the notes that I took when I had a discussion with
Thierry Vircoulon. And I must apologise, but my writing is not very good.

Q.  [10:35:19] Well, no worse than a lawyer or a physician.

Now correct me if I'm wrong, but these are the notes that you took before you wrote
your article?

A. [10:35:31] Correct. These are the notes that I took on the date indicated in my
agenda.

Q. [10:35:43] Now I'd like to show you page 6. These are amongst the various
notes that you took for this gentleman Thierry Vircoulon.

I'm just trying to gain a little bit of time here. Page 6. Page 3237, if that's of use.
Two pages further on.

I believe you may have skipped over one page. If you could go back one page,
please. Oh, we were on the right page, but then I think we skipped over again.
Stop. That's the right one. Stop. Perfect. Thank you very much.

So here you can see -- here we read: "The Seleka no longer exists. * The only thing
that united them was taking power in Bangui. Now the scenario is that of warlords
who do anything. Djotodia, founder of the UFGR, the main armed group with
him -- UFDR."

I'lll quote from two other passages. I think it will be easier that way. Page 11, 3242

is the ERN number.
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We can't see the bottom of the page. Ibelieve we hopped to another page. Two
more pages, please.

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:38:58] We are using the courtesy copy sent earlier, that's
why it is less easy to navigate. We're going to take the version at tab 15.1. Is that all
right?

MS NAOURI:  [10:39:09](Interpretation) Absolutely. I'm looking at the specialist
and the specialist is saying absolutely.

3242. Ibelieve everyone has heard the advice, so if you could please rotate the
image. Page 3242. If you could rotate the image one more time. Great.

It was just fine. Stop. My colleague is whispering to me to say stop.

Now this is the last passage from your notebook. And we read: "Djotodia is trying
to recruit people from the previous regime because they are the only ones who are
competent. This country has not been abandoned, but there is a lack of will to take
action. Bands of looters, car thieves, there's a large market in stolen vehicles. The
government ministries have been looted, right from the very beginning, which shows
that they have absolutely no intention to govern. Two components: Nomads from
the Sudan Chad area and the army of unemployed people in Bangui."

So my question is this: These two passages, do they correspond to what Thierry
Vircoulon said?

A.  [10:41:39] Yes. Those are the notes that I took during my discussions with
Thierry Vircoulon, so these -- this is the information from him.

Q. [10:41:51] Very well.

I have finished with this exhibit. Thank you very much. Thank you for being so
patient, Court Officer, Court Usher.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:42:02] Yes, Ms Naouri, I don't know how many
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pages there are of that document, but I recall you, in answer to the Prosecutor's
question or concern about the covering page, you did say you want to rely on the
entire document. As you yourself have said, and as the witness himself apologised
to the Court, his handwriting is -- well, not too good, I must say. So, to help us, say
if you want to rely just on those specific areas that you have read into the record, but
for the remainder, if you really want for us to look at the entirety of the document, to
help the Chamber we'll appreciate a translated version of what is in that document or
any other document that we may have these kind of issues with. Thank you very
much.

MS NAOURI:  [10:42:55](Interpretation) Duly noted, your Honour, indeed.

Perhaps we'll look at some other passages during the hearing, but if there are more
important things, we will ask for a transcript and we will forward it on. But just to
save time, I'm just focusing on the primary passages.

Q. [10:43:19] Now if I could hark back to your article, sir, and this is tab 7,
CAR-D33-0014-1582. Thope I've got it right and I'm not spouting nonsense. I
would like for us to go to page 1585.

So if you could look at the first paragraph, you make mention of militia, in the French:
"Militia ever since Djotodia took power". So could you tell us why you used the
word "militia" after "Djotodia took power"?

A.  [10:44:34] I used that word in its journalist meaning and its normal meaning, not
in a legal meaning. To my mind, armed militia are people who have come together,
and they have weapons, in order to take control of Bangui, and then after, once they
found themselves in Bangui, they stayed in these groups together and it was the word
most commonly used by the people I met with, people from the NGOs and diplomats.

So I think you should take this expression in its most usual meaning, namely a group
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of people who have come together.

Q.  [10:45:31] What kind of people were they? What kind of people were you
talking about in your articles, these people who came together and formed a group?
A.  [10:45:44] Once again, this was a time when I had not yet gone to the Central
African Republic, so I was basing myself on what people had told me. For example,
Thierry Vircoulon, diplomats, representatives of NGOs, they reported to me that
these people came from the north of the country. Some of them were mercenaries
from Sudan or Chad who had served in the armies during those wars and were
unemployed. * This concerns political opponents that were installed or established
like Michel Djotodia for example, as well as many people left to their own devices
that didn't have much else to do but join these groups that were descending on
Bangui and taking power. As well, you see there were conflicts between

cattle -- people raising cattle and other groups, for example, people from the north
who thought that they had been treated badly by the central government in Bangui,
who felt that they had been hard done by when it came to roads, access to electricity.
So these various people came together and formed groups because they were bitter
and felt angry with the central government. They were called the Seleka. It means
"alliance" in the Sango language. So they came together, formed a group and their
aim was to overthrow the government of Francois Bozizé. Once they came together,
what did they do? Most of them did not have any means to manage a country or
run a country. They didn't have the tools. They were not even sure that the coup
d’état would succeed. When I read over my notes, * I saw that each time there was a
change of government in the Central African Republic, at least before 2013, it was by
way of a rebellion or the government being overthrown, yet less than half succeeded.

So, often, these coups d’Etat don’t work. * So these people, grouped together with the
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aim of overthrowing Frangois Bozizé, between March and October when I wrote this
article, were in Bangui, some without any means available to them or money to return
to their homes in the north of the country. So I hope that I've answered your
question. So it was a grouping of various people, all different kinds of different
people with diverse political interests, diverse ambitions, goals, with no particular
objective. So, I used the expression that was used by Mr Vircoulon, "The army of the
unemployed people of Bangui" -- namely, all these people who were unemployed and
who had nothing better to do than to join the Seleka and to become part of this, how
should I put it, adventure with the Seleka.

Q.  [10:49:28] Thank you, sir. I'm just looking at the transcript and we might
return to the transcript regarding interpretation after the break. I would like to
request formal submission of this article, tab 7, CAR-D33-0014-1582. What did you do
after this article was published -- about the Central African Republic, of course?

A.  [10:50:12] I think that when the article was published, I had already decided to
go to the CAR. Ihad already bought my airline tickets, I believe, and I was getting
ready to go there to report from the field and to tell people what was really going on
in the Central African Republic, on the basis of what I could see myself.

Q.  [10:50:42] Do you remember the approximate dates of your time in the Central
African Republic?

A.  [10:50:49] I found the dates of my time in the Central African Republic because

I remember there was only one flight per week and I had expected to spend two
weeks there. Ijumped on to one of the flights and I remember it was

29 October-12 November. That is when I went to the Central African Republic, from
29 October to 12 November.

Q.  [10:51:25] In what year?
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A.  [10:51:27] 2013.

Q.  [10:51:30] Thank you. And what did you do once you got to the Central
African Republic, in Bangui, I suppose?

A. [10:51:44] As was the case for most of my stories, I made contact in advance
with a number of people and I tried to line up some interviews. Even before I
landed in Bangui, it's easy if it's just a matter of getting an appointment with people
from an embassy or an NGO, but, as for the other people, I met some people in the
field once I got to Bangui. I remember it was in the evening, night was falling and I
was recommended a particular hotel, Relais de chasses. I went to that hotel and it
was closed, because the owner of the hotel had left. So my taxi driver said I should
go to the Oubangui Hotel, and so I followed his advice and that's the hotel where I
spent 15 days when I was in the Central African Republic.

Often, as it is in the case when one is a reporter, I found that the taxi driver knew
Bangui well and knew people, so I suggested that he become my regular taxi driver
and my translator because he spoke French well. And so the very next day, I had
this taxi driver who had become my fixer, as we journalists putit. So I would say to
him, "Do you know", for example, "a farmer, someone from the Seleka who might
want to talk to me, or someone from an NGO?"

Q. [10:53:44] Very well. So when you got there in October 2013, what was the
security situation like in Bangui?

A.  [10:53:49] When I got to Bangui, I didn't know what to expect, actually, and I
discovered that the situation was quite peaceful, quite quiet. Insofar as to do a story
from a war zone, it was really the opposite. Iwas able to go about Bangui with my
taxi driver, sometimes just -- I was able to walk around, I went to restaurants, I got

some money from Western Union and I did all of that without any feeling of being in
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danger. Ishot photographs in the streets, I talked to people in the streets and it was
all very peaceful, actually. Ihad the impression, or the feeling, rather, thatI wasin a
country that had -- was at a stand-stop. It had stopped, but it wasn't a country at
war.

Q. [10:54:57] Very well. You have told us that you were walking around Bangui.
Which neighbourhoods? Do you remember any of the neighbourhoods that you
were walking around in or travelling around in?

A.  [10:55:11] I no longer recall exactly the names of the neighbourhoods. All

I know is that Bangui is not a huge capital city, so I walked all over the place. Ido
remember PK5, where there was a large market where most of the Muslims lived, and
PK12, that was the more -- well, the unofficial entrance to the town of Bangui. And I
think I went all over the place, really, but I no longer recall the names of all the
neighbourhoods.

Q. [10:55:47] Very well. And you went to PK12 and you said that it was an
unofficial entrance point to the city. Were you able to pass through when you were
there?

A. [10:56:03] PK12 was a spot where there was a checkpoint. It served as a kind of
filter for people who wanted to enter the city, but each time I was able to get through
without any trouble. I think once I might have had to show my press ID.

I also remember my taxi driver who once thought that there was too much traffic in
PK12, and he went through some narrow alleyways without any trouble to get to our
destination. It was a checkpoint, but it was a very -- it was not a very strict
checkpoint.

Q. [10:56:56] If I've understood what you've told us, you were free to move about

Bangui. What did you see? What arrangements were in place to ensure security in
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Bangui at that time when you were there?

A.  [10:57:15] In terms of security arrangements, I didn't see much that was very
organised. There were some members of the UN force, or FOMAC, actually, Central
Africa, I saw some of them patrolling. Sometimes we would see people in pickup
trucks with weapons and I deduced that they were Seleka members. There were a
few people bearing -- there were gendarmes as well. I would say that it was a
country in crisis. There were armed people in the streets, but there was no sense of
danger for me or for citizens. A few times I heard about some skirmishes and some
shooting. Usually it was FOMAC that was there on the spot.

* Once I followed the FOMAC, I went with them, and there were two skirmishes and
each time I was told the same thing -- namely, that Séléka people were shooting
amongst themselves because they weren't happy, they weren't happy about sharing
the results of a looting expedition, or something along those lines.

Q. [10:58:52] Very well. So, other than the two skirmishes you've mentioned, you
have nothing else to report to us about armed men that you saw when you were in
Bangui in October 20137 A.  [10:59:17] No, no, I have nothing to tell you about. 1
had no contact with them, actually.

Q.  [10:59:24] Very well. And you did not see any other skirmishes when you were
there, to use your expression, or that you heard about? I believe you were not
actually present when the skirmishes occurred?

A. [10:59:41] No, no, no. Letme be clear. Idid not -- I was not present at any
violent incident, and as for armed men or Seleka, or FOMAC, I had very little contact
with them and I did not have any trouble going about the town, going to restaurants,
going to businesses. People were going about their usual business.

Q. [11:00:11] Thank you.
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MS NAOURI: [11:00:14](Interpretation) I can see the time, your Honour. I think
this might be the right time for the break.

I'm in your hands.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:00:22] Certainly.

Mr Witness, we are going to take a little break and come back at 11.30 and continue
with your testimony.

I rise the Court for 11.30, please.

THE COURT USHER: [11:00:35] All rise.

(Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m..)

THE COURT USHER: [11:33:56] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:34:22] Good morning again, everyone.

We're going to continue with the testimony of this witness.

Ms Naouri, your witness, please.

MS NAOURI:  [11:34:39](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. Good
morning once more.

Q.  [11:34:49] Now I will proceed with our chronological analysis as we were doing
before the break. And you were describing to us what you saw in Bangui before
2013, but did your travel end only in Bangui?

A.  [11:35:08] I started off by spending a few days in Bangui and then quickly
wanted to travel elsewhere within the country, because, as a reporter, my experience
is that what happens in the capital does not reflect what is happening in the rest of the
country. And also because I heard mention of agitations in various towns,

Bossangoa, Bouar and what have you, so I decided to travel to any of those towns that
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were not very far from Bangui, but which were difficult to access because of the state
of the roads. I finally decided to go to Bouar and, as far as I can remember, it's in the
northwest of Bangui. Once again, I used my taxi driver fixer. Ihad a 4x4 to travel
there.

Q. [11:36:15] Very well. You talked about agitations. What type of agitations are
you referring to?

A.  [11:36:29] There were many rumours in Bangui of problems in villages, about
people gathering around churches and cathedrals out of fear of unrest, and some also
because of lack of food, so they would go to the missions and the Catholic churches,
which tended to have the possibility of offering food. So that was part of the
agitation, because Seleka had taken over power in March and the country was not in a
state of violence as such, but nothing was happening, nothing was being built. * So,
at the very beginning, there was also mention of the Anti-Balaka militia and the name
"Anti-Balaka" was resuscitated again, being militias created to fight against poachers
and highway robbers and they're said to be starting to agitate and attack the Seleka
forces in various parts of the country, thereby creating instability and fear among
villagers and ordinary people living outside the cities.

Q. [11:37:58] Very well. So the resuscitated Anti-Balaka, did you see any of them
when you were there in 2013, in Bangui?

A. [11:38:13] No. InBangui, there was no talk of Anti-Balaka as such. There
were rumours of such things happening in the bushes. So, in Bangui proper, there
was really no concern, no mention of the Anti-Balaka as such. But it was around
mid-November when I left that there was mention, if I may say, of Anti-Balaka in
Bangui.

Q. [11:38:50] Very well. So you decided to travel to Bouar. Can you describe
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your journey to Bouar? How did you travel to Bouar? How did it happen?

A.  [11:39:05] In order to travel, I had to hire a 4x4 and a driver, and my fixer came
with me. We left early in the morning. It was a route that was in a very poor state
and, as you would note, there were roadblocks along the road, about 12 of them, on
the way to Bouar. But when you talk about roadblocks, that might be a big word,
because what we encountered was simply maybe a log across the road where you
would have to stop and then the driver would come out and give a little bit of money,
hundreds of CFA francs, to those manning the said roadblock so that we could drive
through.

Q. [11:39:56] Very well. Do you have any documentation that would outline
your -- your -- your trajectory?

A.  [11:40:10] We spent about a day to cover a few hundred kilometres, so I took
some photographs, I put my notes together, and this was because I had taken

that -- taken up that habit a long time ago as a reporter, and I also enjoy photography
as a hobby. So I documented everything using photographs, and then some of this
material was published in Mediapart.

Q. [11:40:42] Very well. Let me show you a document, tab 13 on our list of
materials. It's a public document, CAR-D33-0014-3338. This document has not yet
been submitted.

You can see the document on your screen, Mr Cantaloube. Can you tell us what this
is, if you know?

A.  [11:41:24] Here you have a photograph which I took on my trip to Bouar from
Bangui. As the image shows, I took this picture through the wind screen of the 4x4.
This is quite significant because it shows the roadblock on the road from Bangui to

Bouar. Ialso doremember that there was nobody manning the roadblock as such,
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but those manning it are under the shrubs or the trees to the right, and my driver had
to leave the car to go and talk with them. And I remember that they didn't even
move to open the roadblock and that's how we had to drive around it on the right
side, as far as I remember.

Q. [11:42:25] Very well. I would now ask for formal submission of item 13,
CAR-D33-0014-3338.

So once you got to Bouar, what happened? What did you observe? What was the
situation on the ground, so to speak?

A. [11:42:51] When I arrived in Bouar, things were relatively calm. People could
drive about, people could move about, but there was tension in the air. There was
tension in the air because, one week or five days before, a group of Anti-Balaka
elements had entered the town and attacked some Seleka individuals. Gunshots
were fired during those clashes and there was a number of people -- a number of
people were killed, maybe about ten, mostly on the Anti-Balaka side because they
were not properly armed. * So there was tension in the air. People were frightened
and that is how the ordinary citizens gathered around the cathedral, creating some
form of a huge camp of persons who were afraid. They had gathered there hoping
to find safety and security. It was somewhat of an illusion, but the Catholic mission
did everything to provide food and supplies to the people. Iremember one doctor
who was amazed at the number of malaria cases among those people who were
gathered there at that time.

Q. [11:44:34] I have a few follow-up questions on what you've just said. * What
do they tell you was behind these clashes between the Anti-balaka and the Séléka in
Bouar?

A.  [11:44:53] The situation in Bouar somewhat reflects a kind of synopsis of what
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was happening in the Central African cities at the time. Seleka had taken over.
There was a Seleka camp in part -- some corner of the town, a former military camp,
and they served as some kind of a militia armed police providing peace and security
in the city for some time.

Now, over a few weeks and in the villages, in the bushes, the Anti-Balaka were being
created and they were not properly armed, they had spears, bows, arrows, and what
have you, and the Anti-Balaka had begun to launch attacks against the Seleka groups.
Why? My understanding is that because their lifestyles had been disturbed or
perturbed. The villagers were no longer able to take care of their cattle, nor to do
their farming because the 2013 coup d'état had disrupted everything. * And the
other reason was that the Seleka groups were also had a tendency to commit lootings,
sometimes stealing property from villages. So, understandably, people became
discontented and began to gather together. And so they somewhat formed into an
opposition situation -- and it morphed into an opposition situation where the Muslim
were pitted against the Christians. So the animists and the Christians in the south
and the Muslims to the north, and the members of the Seleka, who came mostly from
the north, were, in the main, Muslims. And those in the south, who were mostly
animists take -- and Christians, were of the view that they were being attacked by
people of another religious group. And that's the premise which led to an
interconfessional crisis between religions at the time. But, in any event, at the time,
I was told by most people that Christians and Muslims had always cohabited
peacefully in that country without any problem, and I observed that at the cathedral,
because many Muslims also came to the cathedral to seek refuge.

Q. [11:47:49] Now, all this information you have talked about, what are your main

sources for this information, the things that you have just explained to the Court?
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A.  [11:48:08] My main sources in Bouar were the people I met as I walked about,
ordinary citizens and civilians with whom I talked. I also met people at the
bishopric, people who were in charge of the cathedral and the Catholic mission where
I spent the night. There were various people NGOs, health NGOs and what have
you, whom I talked with. I also talked with the mayor of Bouar. So I met alot of
people, including people of the Seleka whom I ran into in the city. So all -- those are
all the possible sources of the information I was able to come by.

Q.  [11:48:52] In addition to these Seleka people whom you saw, did you encounter
any other persons bearing arms in Bouar?

A.  [11:49:13] The COMAC (phon) forces -- rather, sorry, the FOMAC forces were
also present in Bouar, the Central African force that was supposed to provide peace
under a UN mandate. Well, I saw them, but I would say I didn't see them because
they were in a military barracks, but would come out very, very sparingly. In any
event, when I got there, and as I walked about in the camp around the cathedral, I
heard rumours that there was a village some 20 or 30 kilometres away from Bouar
which had come under attack, and the next day, in the morning, I indeed saw the
FOMAC forces leave and head for that village in a convoy and I decided to follow
them. And that's how I saw FOMAC at work. They came to a village which had
been burnt down.

Q.  [11:50:20] * What were the representatives of FOMAC doing at that time, if I can
put it like this, what gave you reason to follow them?

A.  [11:50:33] The goal of FOMAC is, first of all, to clarify the rumours. Now,
when they arrived, the village was deserted, but as the soldiers went through the
village, people would come out from nearby bushes and forests because they were

reassured by the presence of FOMAC and then they would narrate that their village
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had been burnt by CEMAC -- or, rather, Seleka elements as a reprisal to the
Anti-Balaka attack of five or seven days previous. So we already note that there was
a climate of tension and reprisals obtaining.

Now, as for FOMAC, I think - and this is what another FOMAC soldier thought - the
investigations weren't properly conducted. The commander questioned three or
four people, interviewed them but then decided to go back to Bouar. And,
personally, I believe that they simply classified the incident as a skirmish which did
not require further investigations.

Now, whether or not there was blood on the ground or what have you, I, myself,
could see traces of blood on the ground, but there were no victims. Houses were
burnt, cattle was looted. This is what I can say.

Q. [11:52:31] You have told us that those were the premises for these types of
reactions. Now, but can you tell us what the witnesses actually told you at the time?
A. [11:52:44] Well, this was one of the first incidents in the Bouar area, which is
quite well documented. Now, up until mid-October 2013, things were relatively
calm. There had been no incidents as such. But when the village Anti-Balaka
militia began to emerge, then those types of incidents began to occur.

Q.  [11:53:22] Very well. You also told us a short while ago that you had some
discussions with Seleka persons in the town, but did you also have any other
interactions with other Seleka representatives?

A.  [11:53:46] Well, after the visit with the FOMAC team to the village, I went back
with the FOMAC delegation, but surprisingly they didn't do anything. Sol
questioned the colonel, the commander, as to what they would do regarding what
had just transpired. His answer was, "l will prepare a report.” Now, in the

meantime, the villagers had accused the Seleka people, so I decided to go to the
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Seleka camp, which was at the entrance of the city. So I went there to ask them what
had happened. Iwent there with my driver and my fixer. We went to the Seleka
camp, which is a former military camp -- which was a former military camp under the
French and subsequently under the FACA. So I went to that camp to ask about their
version of the narrative on the events.

Q. [11:54:48] Very well. So when you arrived at the camp, how were you received?
What did you observe about the manner in which the camp was set up, if one may
say so?

A. [11:55:04] When I arrived at the camp, what I can say simply, that I wasn't
received or welcomed. Ijust entered the camp. Ishowed --it's possible that I
showed them my -- my press card, my media card at the entrance, * but I was let in,
and I looked for aleader. So I was told that I could talk to one General Souleymane.
I looked for him, but I wasn't able to locate him. So I went on to talk about this and
that with several individuals who claimed to be Seleka members.

At the end, I observed that there were two categories of persons, some in uniform,
completely mismatched uniforms, of persons who were either FACA or Central
African forces or from the Chad army. Then we had people who, in those attires,
looked like soldiers. The other group was people in civilian attire, some carrying
Kalashnikovs, and this brought to mind images of some American rappers. So, what
I see is a situation which looks more like a camping grounds than a military camp.
There was disorder. They didn't appear to be a leader and so on and so forth. But
in the end I was taken to meet up with one Colonel Nassir and who told me that * he
was number 2 at the time, under Souleymane. I then questioned him as to what had
happened in the village and asked why the Seleka had attacked the village. So I

observed that his answers were not indeed answers. He talked about the
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Anti-Balaka and the attack on the Seleka some five or seven days before. * So my
impression was that he was somebody who was not in control. He had no control
over his men because, if you look at the situation, you would observe that the young
people dressed as civilians tended to ridicule those who were in uniform. So he
went on to tell me that he had been a FACA soldier for some 26 years.

THE COURT OFFICER: [11:57:33] Excusez-moi --

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:57:34](Overlapping speakers) I ask that you slow
down, please, for the investigators. Please slow down. Thank you.

THE WITNESS: [11:57:40](Interpretation) Do you want me to repeat?

MS NAOURI: [11:57:44](Interpretation)

Q. [11:57:48] Let me help you. I'llreread your last sentence in the transcript, and
maybe that will help. You see, if you see me doing this, I'm actually asking you

to -- to slow down. I'm affair of this. So please let me read the last sentence in the
transcript.

You were mentioning Colonel Nassir and you said that he gave you the impression of
being a person who really wasn't in control of anything really and you said he didn't
have control over his men. You said that the young men in civilian clothing were
making fun of the ones wearing uniforms, and "Colonel Nassir told me that he was a
former FACA member and he had been a soldier for 26 years amongst ...", and then
now I'll ask you to continue.

A.  [11:58:53] Colonel Nassir was very proud of having been a soldier within the
FACA for all those years. That's what he told me. Ididn't spend hours and hours
in the camp because no one really wanted to answer my questions very much and,
ultimately, after about 10 minutes I left. But what I gathered, because I've been in

various military camps as a reporter and, well, to my mind it seemed like a very,
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mmm, as anarchy reigned, it wasn't so much a military camp.

Q. [11:59:45] Very well. Just a follow-up about Nassir. You said that he was a
former FACA member. Did he tell you why he had gone to this camp, * the camp
where you were, where people were billeted??

A.  [12:00:04] Off the top of the head, I believe he explained to me that he had left
the FACA when Francois Bozize fell, he went back to his village. And in fact, when
Michel Djotodia called upon the former members to return, he was a soldier and so he
went back to his military camp in Bouar wearing his uniform and also with his rank
of colonel. * So he joined the Seleka, since it was the only organised group at the
time.

Q.  [12:00:55] Just so that I understand, you said he was -- you said it was a former
camp during the colony. Was it an official FACA camp?

A. [12:01:04] I believe so. Ibelieve it was the FACA base in Bouar.

Q. [12:01:14] Thank you. And you described how people were dressed. Could
you tell us, if you remember, what sort of weapons were present in that camp.

A.  [12:01:32] There were all kinds of different weapons. Quite a -- quite -- all
kinds of different weapons. I would call them light weapons, handguns,
Kalashnikovs, some rocket launchers -- correction, grenade launchers. But nothing
heavier than that.

Q.  [12:02:00] Very well. And what did this -- what did you do with this
information that you had just collected, literally hot off the press, in Bouar?

A.  [12:02:09] When I went to the Central African Republic, the idea was that

I would write some articles once I was back in Paris. That's the way things were
usually done at Mediapart. You would spend so many days gathering material for a

story or several stories, then you would go back and write your stories. But that day

17.03.2025 Page 39



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-134-ENG CT WT 17-03-202540/91 T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-D33-P-0022

in Bouar I saw the camp around the church, the village that had been torched, my
conversations with people, including the Seleka, and I said I have all the information I
need for a short story that will illustrate the situation in the Central African Republic
at that time.

So the following day I wrote a story that I sent to my editor-in-chief in Paris and

I believe it was called -- it was a title something along the lines of War Criminals in
the Central African Republic, in the Ordinary Life of War Crimes in the Central
African Republic. That was the title, or something like that.

Q. [12:03:34] I'll show you a document now, CAR-D33-0014-1588.

This is tab 8. It can be shown to the public. 0014-1588.

Can you see the document, Mr Cantaloube?

A. [12:04:10] Yes, I can see it.

Q.  [12:04:15] Is this the article that you wrote when you were visiting Bouar on a
contemporary basis?

A.  [12:04:28] Exactly. That's the article that I wrote. It was published on

4 November 2013, about a week after I had arrived in the Central African Republic.
Q.  [12:04:41] If we could scroll down, please. Here we see a photograph. Could
you tell us who took this photograph, if you know.

A.  [12:05:03] I took the photograph. I believe my photographer stamp is on it as
well.

Q. [12:05:14] Did you have time to read over this article in order to prepare for
your testimony here?

A. [12:05:22] Yes, I did read over this article.

Q. [12:05:27] Do you stand by what you wrote in light of your current knowledge?

A.  [12:05:35] Yes, I stand by everything I wrote in this article.
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Q. [12:05:43] Thank you.

I have finished with this document and I would like to request formal submission of
tab 8, CAR-D33-0014-1588.

So, how long did you stay in Bouar?

A.  [12:06:09] If I recall correctly, two nights. A day and a half, more or less.

Q. [12:06:16] And after that, after spending time in Bouar, what did you do after
that in the CAR?

A.  [12:06:22] After Bouar I went back to Bangui in a 4x4. Iresumed my various
interviews in Bangui. After about a week in the Central African Republic I started to
develop some contacts and I was able to meet with some people from the government,
government officials. Also some people from the French embassy. Once again,
people from the NGOs. So I continued my work, my investigative work in Bangui,
looking into the situation.

Q.  [12:07:10] Was the security situation the same when you went back to Bangui?
A.  [12:07:18] Yes, the security situation in Bangui had not changed between the
time I got there and the time I went back.

Q. [12:07:31] Did you stay in Bangui or did you travel somewhere else? What
happened?

A.  [12:07:49] Well, I still wanted to leave Bangui and see what was going on
elsewhere, so that time MSF suggested I go to one of their local branch offices and
then afterwards we would look, knowing that travel was very difficult because of the
poor state of the roads, for example, Bouar it took me one day to get there and one
day to get back. Iwas trying to find some way of saving some time, so I was offered
a flight on a UN aircraft and so there was a flight for Carnot, a town west of Bangui,

and MSF had a local office there and they were willing to meet with me. So that's
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what I did.

Q.  [12:08:54] Very well. And what did you see once you got to Carnot?

A.  [12:09:05] I got to Carnot. It's a smaller town than the town of Bouar, far fewer
people, and when I went to Carnot I was interested in looking at the economy of the
Central African Republic in relation to diamond mining. Carnot was in the diamond
mining area and I wanted to focus on that. I stayed in the MSF compound and after
I went about my business. Carnot was a very, very quiet town, very small. I was
able to walk everywhere or I was able to take motorcycle taxis. Iwent to the
dispensary and I went into the bush 20 or 30 kilometres away to places where
diamonds were being mined and the places there were quite home made, so to speak,
and the mining was open air mining.

Q. [12:10:47] Very well. And you said that you were able to move about freely.
Can you tell us about the security situation in Carnot when you were there. Can you
give us more specific information.

A.  [12:11:03] It seemed to be a very calm place, more than Bouar or Bangui.
Almost a sleepy place. And perhaps I might have ran into some people bearing
weapons, but I don't really remember. Ididn't really take note. There was no
FOMAC forces. There were far fewer people from -- from the Seleka or the FACA,
so really my impression was that it was a very sleepy little place.

Q.  [12:11:45] And in the surrounding areas, or when you were on your way to
Carnot, did you run across any checkpoints?

A.  [12:11:58] No. Idon't remember any. Idon't remember checkpointsin and
around Carnot. At the same time when I went to the diamond mining areas, I went
as a passenger on a scooter and we were really not travelling by road, we were on

trails. SoIdon't really remember any checkpoints.
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Q. [12:12:29] Very well. Now, you were interviewing local people and what did
they tell you about the security situation? Were they worried? Were they
concerned about clashes?

A.  [12:12:50] At that time in Carnot, there were no clashes. In any event, none that
were known about. Like many other places, there were rumours going around, but
the rumours were about events elsewhere. In Carnot, nothing was happening. I
did not hear a single gunshot or anything like that.

Q. [12:13:26] And how much time did you spend in Carnot?

A.  [12:13:30] Two or three days, if my memory serves me well. I believe -- a bit
longer than expected because the UN flight had been cancelled and so I went back to
Bangui on a -- using a MSF 4x4 because there was someone from MSF who had to go
back to Bangui as well.

Q. [12:13:56] So when you came -- came back to Bangui after that you went right
back to France?

A.  [12:14:02] Exactly. Ileft directly after that. The travel was late in the
afternoon. We got to Bangui late in the afternoon and we took the plane early in the
evening.

Q.  [12:14:29] And once you were back in Paris, what did you do after all these
various activities that you were engaged in in the Central African Republic?

A.  [12:14:42] As was always the case when I was working for Mediapart, I gathered
up all my notes and I took two major articles. I tried to describe the situation in the
Central African Republic. One article took stock of the political and security
situation of the country when talk began about a French military intervention. It
was an article called -- well, how -- it was a question really, the title. The title was

"Are we heading to a French intervention?" The other article was more about the
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economic situation of the country on the basis of the diamond mining area near
Carnot and the main resource, the main mineral resource of the CAR, namely
diamonds, and that supply was nearly running out. And so really there was

almost -- I said in the article that there was barely any economy left, merely a
subsistence economy.

Q. [12:16:08] Very well. I'll begin with the article you just mentioned, the lessons
learned from Carnot. I'll show you a document, tab 10 on our list. This is a public
document, CAR-D33-0014-1607.

If we could scroll. Perfect. This is entitled: "The Central African Republic, a
country that is poor with its diamonds", dated 29 November 2013.

Is this the article you were telling us about?

[12:17:03] Yes, it is.

[12:17:08] Did you have time to read over this article before coming here today?
[12:17:16] Yes, I reread it.

[12:17:22] Do you stand by its content, given your current knowledge?

[12:17:27] Yes, I stand by the content of this article.

O

[12:17:34] Thank you very much.

I'd like to request formal submission of this document at tab 10, CAR-D33-0014-1607.
You made mention of another article that spoke of France's role, tab 9 on our list,
CAR-D33-0014-1597.

This is a public item. It can be shown to the witness. Tab 9.

So the title is as follows: "France prepares to take action faced with chaos within the
Central African Republic".

Is this the article you were telling us about, Mr Witness?

A.  [12:18:39] Yes, indeed, this is the article. It's an article that sums up the various
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problems and difficulties in the Central African Republic.

Q. [12:18:50] Very well. And what sources did you use to write this article?

A.  [12:18:58] In this article, which brought together all the information I was able to
gather during the 15 days, I had multiple sources: ordinary citizens that I spoke to in
the street, members of the transitional government, soldiers, military staff, NGO
representatives, members of the clergy as well, because I did go to the cathedral and
I was able to speak -- and to the bishopric, ambassadors, diplomats. Businessmen, I
also met with a number of foreign businessmen. So quite a broad variety of people
with whom I had met in Bouar and in Carnot.

Q. [12:19:58] Very well. I'd like us to discuss the timeline in relation to this -- this
article.

If we could look at the following page, 1598, third paragraph. Scroll down, please.
Thank you. Second last line. We read the following: (No interpretation)

THE INTERPRETER: [12:20:38] Apologies from the booth, I believe we have the
wrong paragraph up on the screen. The interpreter will sight translate off the
transcript.

MS NAOURI:  [12:20:53](Interpretation) Should I read it again?

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:20:56] Sorry, can you give the correct reference of
the document so that the interpreters can look at it from the screen.

MS NAOURI:  [12:21:07](Interpretation) Of course, your Honour. In French

I believe we have the correct reference, it's up on the screen, being 1588. Very last
paragraph, third paragraph, and it's the second --

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:21:29] Did you say 1588 or 1598?

MS NAOURI:  [12:21:36](Interpretation) 1598, the second page of this article. And

it's the third paragraph, last sentence. And I will read it very slowly. Perfect.
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"The Central African Republic army, weakened by many years because of leaders
fearing being overthrown, is without weapons, as are the police and the
gendarmerie."

Q.  [12:22:18] My question for you is this, Mr Witness: What is the timeline here?
What temporal period are we talking about?

A.  [12:22:30] This passage is in relation to the years, actually the decades, before
March 2013 of all the previous governments, the government of Patasse, Bozize, all
those previous governments.

Q. [12:22:51] Very well. If we could move to 1601 and we'll look at the fourth
paragraph, second line. Page 1601, fourth paragraph.

Now, you said, concerning the Anti-Balaka, and I quote: "These groups,

badly -- poorly armed and for the time being slightly organised, are motivated by a
visceral motivation: namely, to defend themselves against the people whom they
perceive as an army of occupation, an occupying army."

So once again, what is the temporal period in relation to this particular statement?
A.  [12:23:57] This passage that mentions the Anti-Balaka makes mention of their
formation early in the fall of 2013. I think we're talking about September or
October 2013, that is the first time we heard people talking about the Anti-Balaka.
And at the time they were very poorly supplied in weapons and very poorly
organised. It was only later that the Anti-Balaka became a rebel force. Only as of
December 2013.

Q.  [12:24:41] Once again, same paragraph, a bit further down.

You mention Bouar in the middle of the paragraph and you said: "In Bouar, in
Bossangoa and in Bouca, three towns in the West, the most heavily populated region,

thousands of villagers feel threatened by the Selekas and have taken shelter in recent
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weeks around the cathedrals of these two settlements."

Once again, could you give us some sort of a timeline or a temporal reference?

A.  [12:25:31] This passage is during October and November 2013. It's straddles
those two months. It makes mentions of Bouar and it also includes information
reported by other journalists, so I would say it -- the temporal period is 2013, between
October and November 2013.

Q. [12:26:09] Very well. Ihave -- second paragraph, please.

Following page, page 1602. Very well.

You make mention of the Anti-Balaka and you say: "The Anti-Balaka, who initially
were nothing more than peasants bearing spears, bows and arrows, home made
weapons were joined by former members of the army who could not stand to be -- to
be given a walk-on role in the play, so to speak. Rumours of weapons deliveries and
satellite telephones from neighbouring countries also came up regularly without it
being possible to verify these rumours or not."

And what would be the time frame for this particular statement?

A.  [12:27:40] Once again, it was at the time when I myself was in the Central
African Republic, between the time I went in and the time I wrote the article, so

I would say October, November 2013.

Q. [12:28:02] Very well. And my last question is this: Do you stand by the
content of this article in light of your current knowledge?

A.  [12:28:14] Yes, I stand by the entire article.

Q.  [12:28:20] Thank you very much.

I would like to request formal submission of this item.

So these were the two articles that you told us about, the two major articles that you

wrote once you got back to Paris. What about other articles?
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A.  [12:28:50] Yes, I continued to monitor what was going on in the Central African
Republic. December 2013, mention was made of French soldiers, and I wrote,

I believe, in December 2013 and then early in 2014, I wrote several articles about the
ongoing situation and the consequences of the French intervention.

Q.  [12:29:26] You just mentioned December 2013 and the subsequent influence of
the French. Let me show you document CAR-D33-0014-1611, that would be at tab 11
on our list of materials. It's a public document. I would like to show you.

Mr Witness, can you see the document? It is an article captioned "Central Africa: a
military operation, and after?" dated 11 December 2013, in your hand. Mr Witness,
do you confirm that this is your article?

A. [12:30:20] Yes, I wrote that article.

Q.  [12:30:24] As far as you remember, what was the purpose of that article? What
was the message of the article, if one can put it that way?

A.  [12:30:40] The purpose of the article was to scrutinise the beginning of the
French intervention while asking the recurrent question as to why there would be
foreign intervention, foreign interventions in countries, particularly in Africa,
particularly when it comes to determining whether they do actually solve any
problem or whether they actually instead do simply extend the chaotic nature of
events.

Q.  [12:31:20] Very well. Do you maintain the content of this article today?

A, [12:31:24] Yes, I do.

Q. [12:31:26] Thank you.

I would like to ask for the formal submission of tab 11, CAR-D33-0014-1611.

Did you write any other article after this one on the situation in the Central African

Republic?
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A.  [12:31:52] Yes, I think I wrote at least another article in 2014, maybe two, I no
longer remember. But in 2014, I continued to monitor the situation in the Central
African Republic, 2014, 2015.

Q. [12:32:16] For my part,  have only one more to show you, tab 12 on the list of
material, CAR-D33-0014-3435, and it's a public document.

As you can see on your display, this article is captioned "Central Africa the stage for
ethnic cleansing", 12 February 2014, signed in your hand. Can you explain to the
Court the purpose of this article which, in its caption, refers to ethnic cleansing?

A.  [12:33:06] Ethnic cleansing, as an expression, was used at the time by several
persons, including the French minister of foreign affairs, Laurent Fabius at the time,
when he spoke to journalists. He was pointing out that there were reprisals taking
place that had become more violent and stronger against the Muslim situation,
flowing from the 2013 situation where -- when the Muslims -- or where Seleka had
taken over and most Seleka were deemed to be Muslims generally. And although
most of them might have been Christians or animists, they were assimilated to
Muslims, so when the Seleka arrived in Bangui, they settled in Muslim
neighbourhoods as well. And, as you know, Arabic was the language spoken in the
Muslim neighbourhoods and so the persons who came from the north, from Chad
and Sudan, also spoke Arabic and so they had a common language of communication
with the Central African citizens because they did not speak Sango.

Now, when the Anti-Balaka became a stronger force around December 2013, they
attacked the Seleka, but also extended those attacks in a generalised manner to
Muslims and thereby attacking Muslim civilians who, most of the time, were not part
of Seleka but were assimilated to the Seleka on the basis of their religion.

I myself at that time, and I no longer remember the date, I received a phone call from
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my former taxi driver who was so scared, he said, "Can you do something for me,
Thomas? We are under attack at PK5 in Bangui." So there was a situation at the
time which was likely to spread. And we are in Africa where the spectre of Rwanda
continued to be present. In people's minds, it could go all the way to the Central
African Republic, so diplomats and other persons were concerned that it could easily
turn into a case of ethnic cleansing.

Q. [12:36:12] While you were there in 2013 and based on what happened before

5 December 2013, according to you, was there a religious dimension to what was
happening in the Central African Republic at that time?

A. [12:36:33] When I was there in October, November 2013, at that time there was
basically no religious dimension. From what I learned, Central Africans from the
time of their independence, whether they be Muslims, Christians or animists, all lived
in harmony. Mosques and churches were side by side and people tolerated each
other. But when the Seleka came in from the north, bringing in mostly Muslims, the
Seleka then was assimilated to Muslims. And then in October 2013, you may
remember there were ongoing wars in * Iraq and Afghanistan and there was a
terrorist threat in Europe, so there was some kind of paranoia, one may say, which
somehow assimilated Muslims to Islamists and jihadists and this was a concept that
was used by those who wanted to get rid of the Seleka.

So the Anti-Balaka militia identified themselves as Christians, animists and
Anti-Balaka. And so it is when the Anti-Balaka emerged that religion became a
factor contributing to uncertainty and violence in the Central African Republic. But
before then, I am not aware of any time when there was an intention to massacre
Christians, and what have you. It didn't obtain at the time -- or, rather, to kill

Christians or Muslims, that was not the case at the time.
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Q. [12:38:46] Thank you. I was just being mindful of the five-second rule. Thank
you very much, Mr Witness.

I would like to ask for the formal submission of tab 12 on our list of materials,
CAR-D33-0014-3435.

Now I will address the few issues of methodology and I will start with a question of a
more general nature. We saw some pictures from your write-ups. My question is
how do you select the pictures that you use in the various articles that we have talked
about today?

A.  [12:39:32] I am not a professional photographer. I am a writer, a professional
editor. So I start off by taking pictures that are good and successfully taken. I also
select pictures that support the ideas in my write-up. I select pictures that also,
where possible, reflect the state in which the country was at the time of my story.

Q.  [12:40:09] If you yourself are not the source of the photographs, what other
sources do you use for your photographs?

A.  [12:40:24] In Mediapart, we were subscribed to the Reuters news media and we
often used their photographs in our articles.

Q. [12:40:40] Very well. Now, let's hop back to the methodology concerning your
notebooks which we talked about previously. Now, we tried to show these
notebooks as faithfully as we can, but we would like you to help us explain how you
put everything together.

A.  [12:41:09] Each journalist has his or their own methodology. Personally, I write
in my notebook without any line spacing. I write on the right side of the notebook
and then I flip over and I am able to write on the next blank page to the right. That
is the methodology I use and that is why you would see that in some cases the writing

is upside down and you have to flip the notebook to be able to read.
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Now, let me point out that I always -- generally I underline the quotations that I want
to use in my articles. This is the methodology I have used over tens of years, and I
use different colours to underline or highlight based on the various articles I am
working with. Now, when it comes to the Central African Republic, for political
articles, I use some colours. When it is about economic matters, I use different
colours, and so I use different highlighting mechanisms for various articles.

Q. [12:42:39] Very well. Do you use any specific annotations regarding the persons whom
you meet? * Because we saw that with Thierry Vircoulon, for example, you noted down
the name of the person. Or are there any other little tips that you use which the Court
should be aware of relating to how you take your notes during your interviews?

A.  [12:43:01] When I interview anybody, I ask for their full names. Sometimes I
settle just for a first name if it's an ordinary citizen whom I meet while conducting my
interviews. But when it comes to persons who are specifically identified, I always
ask them whether they give me authorisation to quote them.

Now, journalists generally have three levels of authorisations for quotation, persons
who may be mentioned by name and quoted, like Enrica Picco, person and office.
Then you have the off level where the individual interviewed is not quoted. Then
you have the on-background level where nothing is quoted, but where the
information is processed without mentioning a name. So, generally speaking, either
at the beginning or at the end of an interview, I always ask the interviewee for
whether they want to be quoted by name, off or on background.

Now, in my notebook, I think some people have indicated they want to be off, and
against their names I have mentioned "off". And you can find that in my articles
where there would be quotations that mention only the occupation of an individual

without mentioning their name, and that would be an example of an off situation.
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Q.  [12:44:58] Now, let me hop back to the details you have just provided. Let me
show you the notebook again. It is confidential document, CAR-D33-0014-3230, and
I would like us to go to page 3260 -- 3267.

Now, I talk -- T asked for the technical details from my team. We would need the
R02, Madam Court Officer, because less redacted. Is that possible, Madam Court
Officer?

(Counsel confers)

MS NAOURI: [12:46:53](Interpretation)

Q. [12:46:53] Now, Mr Witness, you can see the page, can't you? As for me,

I think that we may have to disclose an -- the R03 version, because right next to the
person, there was a mention "off". Now if [ understood well, in any event, you met
this person in an off situation and the person is identified as "councillor”, "French
embassy".

A.  [12:47:41] Yes, there is a redacted part, which is the name of the person and then
you see "off", and then you can see the entry "counsellor" at the French embassy.

Q.  [12:47:53] Thank you. That's one excerpt I wanted to look at together with you.
Now, let's go to page 3281 -- I'm sorry, I'm sorry, 3279. And here you can see the
name of the individual. Here at -- on the page to your right, there is "off" mentioned.
And the name here is "Sylvain Groulx". Could you confirm who would have written
"MSF Spain" at the type right?

A.  [12:49:02] Yes, that is indeed Sylvain Groulx of MSF Spain.

Q. [12:49:13] Very well. Let me flip through your notebook again and take us to
3281, if we may.

On the page to your right, I would read out to you what I can see and then you tell

me if I'm correct or not. Okay? Let's proceed.
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"They appear to be under occupation because they never speak -- they do not speak
French nor Sango. The mosques have nothing, whereas churches have vehicles,
agricultural supplies, tools, et cetera. In 2003, religious goods were also pillaged.
They established a link between pillage and religion. I met Djotodia and the others.
It's Muslim light. What they wanted is power and now the population has had
enough of it. Auto-defence group: First created against transhumans because of the
wars in the region and the increase in the number of weapons, nomads have arrived
with AK-47s, creation of self-defence groups with small weapons. A simplistic
analysis which in any event makes sense to the peasants."

Next page, page 3282. Still the page to the right:

"Anti-Balaka, communication between them but not through Bozize. No logistics
support either. But it is clear that politics or politicians are going to follow or to be
after them. At the base, poor governance, all neighbouring countries have
abandoned Bozize. Many neighbouring countries have exported their conflicts to
the CAR. Central Africans are too concerned about their pockets. Under Patasse
and Kolingba, there were salary arrears of up to four years. Therefore, I pay myself
off of my position or duty."

Now, did we properly decipher what you intended to write?

A.  [12:53:25] That is exactly correct. And I commend you for it.

Q.  [12:53:32] I really want to thank the two persons seated next to me for all the
help in this exercise. Thank you.

Now, I just want to ask you to confirm one piece of information at page 3269, to the
right of the page, and that would be all for the notebook. This should be displayed
in the courtroom only, not to the public gallery, and I'm not going to mention the

name of the individual.
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So, Madam Court Officer, please, you need to flip the notebook to get to that page.

If you could rotate the age twice so we can view the page that I would like us to look
at. Great. And if you could scroll down slightly.

So we see that you have written "off". We see the name. Can you confirm that you
met this person? I'm not going to mention the person's name, because if I were to
mention his name, we would have to go into private session.

A.  [12:55:16] Yes, yes. 1did meet with that person and at the time I asked him to
speak off the record, and that way he would not be mentioned in the article.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:55:33] Correction: He asked me to speak off the record.
MS NAOURI: Now, this is the second notebook, that's why I missed,
CAR-D33-0014-3285. The other notebook, not the same one. CAR-D33-0014-3285.
Page -- or maybe I should give the tab number. Just a moment. Idon't know the
tab number off by heart. If you'll -- thank you. If you'll -- thank you. I'm
interested in page 3290.

I'm afraid we made a small mistake with the reference number. I'm sorry about that,
court officer. If you could just give a few moments, please.

3287. 3287. My apologies.

Q. [12:57:38] Now, we see that the name of the person has been redacted, but we
do read "Adviser to President Djotodia"; is that correct?

A. [12:57:54] Correct.

Q. [12:58:02] Now that we've identified the speaker, if we could move on to 3290,
page 3290. And in the middle we see -- well, my team members were able to make
out what was written: "Of the former Seleka, there were some people from the bush.
When they got to Bangui, they stole remote controls for televisions, thinking that they

were mobile phones. They stole computer screens, thinking that they were

17.03.2025 Page 55



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-134-ENG CT WT 17-03-202556/91 T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-D33-P-0022

television sets."

Is that correct? Is that what we read here?

A.  [12:58:54] Yes, that's right.

MS NAOURI:  [12:59:03](Interpretation) I can see the time and I believe we have
concluded examination-in-chief on my behalf and on behalf of Mr Said. Thank you
very much.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:59:17] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri.

So when we come back, we'll start with questions from the Prosecution.

Mr Witness, we're going to -- well, Mr Cantaloube, we're going to break off a little bit
for lunch. We'll come back for 2:30 and start with your questions which will be put
to you by the Prosecutor on your left. Thank you.

I rise for 2:30, please.

THE COURT USHER: [12:59:50] All rise.

(Recess taken at 12.59 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.32 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [14:32:06] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [14:32:35] Good afternoon again, everyone.

Mr Cantaloube, we're going to continue with your testimony.

So I'm going to ask the Prosecutor to put questions to you in cross. Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [14:32:54] Thank you, Madam President. I shall be taking the
cross-examination of Mr Cantaloube.

QUESTIONED BY MS MAKWAIA:

Q. [14:33:04] Good afternoon, Mr Cantaloube.

A. [14:33:11] Good afternoon.
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Q. [14:33:12] Now, you have told the Court that you first visited the Central
African Republic on 29 October in 2013, correct?

A.  [14:33:30] Yes, that's right.

Q.  [14:33:33] Therefore, Mr Cantaloube, you would agree with me that you could
not tell this Court what happened to civilians, whether Muslim or Christian, during
the month of March, April, May, June, July, August through September, before your
arrival; isn't that right?

A.  [14:34:07] I was not present during the events that occurred in those months, but
I did monitor the situation through witnesses who were on site and also through
diplomatic sources.

Q.  [14:34:27] In fact, you told this Court that after attending an NGO meeting in
June, you then wrote your article, the first one, do you recall that?

A.  [14:34:46] Yes, absolutely. That's right.

Q.  [14:34:50] In this vein, Mr Witness, you cannot tell the Court what happened at
the OCRB, can you, the Office -- let me get the proper quotation for it.

It's the Office Central pour la répression du banditisme.

A.  [14:35:20] * No, I can't say what happened there at the OCRB, Office Central pour
la répression du banditisme, because I had never heard about it when I was on site.

Q.  [14:35:38] Now, Mr Witness, when you visited Bangui, in Central Africa, in
October of 2013, Mr Djotodia was the president, wasn't he?

A.  [14:35:54] Yes, Mr Djotodia was the president. President of the

transitional -- and I think that -- I believe his title was president of the transitional
government.

Q.  [14:36:15] That is also sufficient for the record, Mr Witness. And during this

period that you visited, he was still heading the government in charge of the Central
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African Republic; isn't that so?

A.  [14:36:32] Yes, that's right.

Q. [14:36:37] And to become president - whether transitional, as you term it, or

not - to become president, he ousted the then president of the CAR, Central African
Republic, Mr Frangois Bozizé, correct, in March of 2013?

A.  [14:37:00] Yes, indeed. He took power when the government was overthrown.
Q. [14:37:13] Do you agree with me, Mr Witness, that when the Seleka government
took power, civilian property was pillaged?

A.  [14:37:26] * Yes, absolutely, there were looting. I wrote about it before and after.
There was a great deal of looting when the Seleka took power during their crossing of
the country and when they got to Bangui.

Q. [14:37:44] Do you know of any specific properties that were pillaged? By the
Seleka, that is.

A. [14:38:05] I don't know what was looted or not. What I do know is that the
Catholic missions were targeted because they were richer than the mosques. The
NGOs, their premises were looted because, usually, they had materials and other
things that were of interest to the Seleka, such as generators, vehicles and the like, and
computers. And, of course, there were also the dwellings of normal citizens that
were looted during their -- when they took power.

Q.  [14:38:52] In your evidence earlier today, you told the Court, when you were in
Bangui in October into November 2013, you found Bangui to be peaceful and you
were able to move around. In fact, you told the Court you were able to access PK12
and PK5. Do you recall that?

A.  [14:39:21] Yes, absolutely. That's what I said.

Q. [14:39:26] Now, let's talk a bit about PK5. You agree with me, don't you - and
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I think you may have alluded to this in your evidence - that PK5 was predominantly a
Muslim neighbourhood; correct?

A.  [14:39:48] Yes, PK5 was basically a Muslim neighbourhood, because, you see, it
was a market and most of the traders in the Central African Republic, particularly in
Bangui, are Muslims. So, yes, PK5 was known as the Muslim neighbourhood.

Q.  [14:40:10] And you would also agree with me, Mr Witness, that PK5, being a
Muslim neighbourhood, was not targeted by the Seleka, was it?

A.  [14:40:31] No, that neighbourhood was not particularly targeted, no.

Q.  [14:40:38] Now, it was your evidence to this Court that the conflict in Central
Africa was not of a religious dimension. Do you recall giving that evidence?

A.  [14:40:57] Yes, absolutely. Up until the fall of 2013, there was hardly any
religious reasons for the conflict. It was primarily a conflict between a rebel force,
namely, the Seleka, who had overthrown the government, and the president, Francois
Bozizé.

MS NAOURI: [14:41:19](Interpretation) I beg your pardon, Madam President. *
My learned friend has paraphrased the testimony of Mr Cantaloube several times.
We've let it go by so far because it has not been problematic, but, on the other hand,
now the word "conflict" is being used. No mention was made of conflicts. So

I think it might be a good idea to quote the exact transcript when reminding the
witness of what he said, rather than possibly putting words into the witness's mouth.
Thank you, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [14:42:01] Ms Makwaia, please.

And, Ms Naouri, this witness, honestly, if the Prosecutor puts something to him that
is contrary to what he may have said, this witness is competent enough to clarify

issues before us, save for the use of the words -- maybe you want particular words,
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maybe for use of the word "conflict". I'm saying this because you say the Prosecutor
has been paraphrasing what the witness has said. If she says something that the
witness did not say in chief, the way I observe this witness, I look at him and
understand him, what he's saying, he's here to clarify issues.

Madam Prosecutor, please, when you make references to testimonies that this witness
would have given, please help the Court by making reference points so that we don't
waste time. Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [14:43:03] I shall do my best, Madam President. In light of the
speed of the evidence of the witness, we just got the draft transcripts, but I'll do my
best.

I'm just looking where that was.

Q.  [14:43:42] Now, Mr Witness, it was also your evidence that when you arrived in
CAR at the end of October you relied on an individual, a taxi driver; isn't that correct?
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [14:44:00] For what? For what? Relied on a taxi
driver for what?

MS MAKWAIA: [14:44:06] As his fixer and as a resource person, Madam President.
THE WITNESS: [14:44:13](Interpretation) Yes, I believe that I said that morning.

He was a driver for me, and also a fixer and a translator, and also someone who could
help me make contact with people when -- well, for example, usually you can make a
telephone call or send a message or an SMS, but sometimes those methods aren't
suitable and so this person helped me get in touch with people.

MS MAKWAIA: [14:44:49]

Q.  [14:44:49] And this person, you also told the Court, would put you in touch with
farmers or other persons; correct?

A.  [14:45:01] Yes, absolutely. He introduced me to some people who were
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members of associations or ordinary people in the neighbourhoods of Bangui. And
I remember that he was the one who took me to the bishopry and I was able to meet
with people there, even though he was Muslim.

Q.  [14:45:27] Now, Mr Witness, this individual was the person who drove you
around Bangui at this point; isn't that correct? And that was actually your evidence,
this taxi driver, the Muslim person.

A.  [14:45:44] So most of the time it was him. It was also the case that I managed
by my own means by getting a taxi in the street or I was taken by certain NGOs as
well.  So I would say that he served me for approximately half of the time.

Q.  [14:46:01] When you went to PK5, you went there with him, didn't you?

A. [14:46:12] I remember there was at least one time when I did, yes, because he
lived there.

Q. [14:46:16] I put it to you, Mr Witness, the reason you were able to go to PK5 --
MS NAOURI:  [14:46:22](Interpretation) Objection. Objection. * We are testifying
for the witness -- this isn't leading anymore. We've gone beyond leading. We're
not going to give the reason to him why he went to PK5.  As you said, Madam
President, this witness is quite capable of explaining why he went to PK5. We're not
going to say, "You went to PK5 because of this reason or that reason." That's really the
limit. Leading questions. If you ask yes or no, you don't give the full answer in his
place, so I would object to this question.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [14:46:55] Leading questions are allowed in cross.
Please continue, Madam Prosecutor.

MS MAKWAIA: [14:47:01] Thank you, Madam President.

Q. [14:47:03] Now, Mr Witness, I'm going to reput my question to you. I putitto

you the reason you were able to go to PK5 was because this fixer, this taxi driver you
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were using, was a Muslim; isn't that the case?

A. [14:47:26] No. No, I don't think it was because of the fact that he was a Muslim.
It was because of the fact that we could drive freely in Bangui, and I remember going
along the road to PK5 with an NGO who also showed me the market. So, once as
well, I had a rendezvous at PK5 with another taxi. I didn't know it, I just took it
once.

Q.  [14:48:04] Mr Witness, you testified before this Court this afternoon that this taxi
driver called you because he was scared when PK5 was attacked. Do you recall
giving that evidence?

MS NAOURI:  [14:48:28](Interpretation) Your Honour, that's the reason why you
have to quote the transcript. It's in a temporal transcript, which wasn't October,
when Mr Cantaloube was in Bangui. It was after, if  remember well. ButIdon't
want to influence the witness. But it's when he went back to France. So the
important point is to cite the transcript, or at least to state very clearly the time frame,
because otherwise you will make the witness make an error.

MS MAKWAIA: [14:49:00] I can give the transcript reference. At page 62, line 16 of
the evidence of the witness. The English version, your Honours, this morning.

And I can take up the question again.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [14:49:14] Please, before you do that -- and, please,
before you do that, Madam Prosecutor, Ms Naouri, when you want to object to what
counsel is saying or questions put by counsel, please try not to, you know, kind of
testify for the witness. Don't do that. Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [14:50:02] I'm looking for the question, your Honour.

Q.  [14:50:23] So, Mr Witness, I'm going to repeat my question. Sorry for this.

The question was this: You testified earlier today that this taxi driver called you

17.03.2025 Page 62



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-134-ENG CT WT 17-03-202563/91 T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-D33-P-0022

because he was scared when PK5 was attacked. Do you recall that?

A.  [14:50:50] Yes, I remember very well his call. It took place when I had gone
back to Paris, several months after I had come into the Central Republic, and, so,

I cannot tell you the exact date, but to the best of my memory it was February or
March 2014.

Q.  [14:51:16] And this very individual was not afraid to take you to PK5 when you
were there in November of 2013, was he?

A. [14:51:31] No, he wasn't afraid to take me to PK5. I think that I even met his
brother, who he introduced me to. He had no concern. PK5 was the main market,
the main commercial centre of Bangui.

Q.  [14:51:52] I put it to you, this was the case because the Anti-Balaka had not
attacked Bangui at that point; isn't that the case, Mr Witness?

A.  [14:52:10] I couldn't answer you precisely, because it's a hypothesis. The only
thing I can say is that the situation was calm in Bangui, indeed, so it's probably the
reason why I could walk freely in Bangui. But to say that it was because the
Anti-Balaka hadn't attacked, that is a hypothesis to which I cannot answer.

Q.  [14:52:37] You say this is a hypothesis, Mr Witness. Isn't it your evidence that
you kept an eye on events in CAR? Do you recall saying that?

A. [14:52:56] Yes. Before and after I stayed in Bangui, I observed, I kept an eye on
the situation.

Q.  [14:53:08] As you kept an eye on the situation, Mr Witness, did it ever come to
your attention that the Anti-Balaka attacked Bangui in December of 2013, around the
5th?

A. [14:53:23] Yes, indeed, I remember the date of 5 December 2013, when the

Anti-Balaka attacked Bangui. Indeed, it was from that moment that we started to
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speak about religious tensions, which made me write the article in 2014 about the
fears of ethnic cleansing. And if I'd been more precise, it wouldn't have been ethnic
cleansing, but it would have been an ethno-religious cleansing.

Q.  [14:54:04] Mr Witness, do you know of any property of a Seleka that was
attacked during the month of April 2013 in Bangui?

A.  [14:54:19] No, I have no evidence on that regard. Idon't know.

Q.  [14:54:28] I put it to you, Mr Witness, you are, therefore, not in a position to tell
this Court whether or not a property of any individual in Bangui was not attacked on
a religious basis because that person was of a certain religion. You can't tell this
Court, could you?

A.  [14:54:59] The only thing I can say to the Court is what I saw when I went in
October, November, and what was told to me, is that witnesses reported to me, and
had reported previously, the fact that Bangui was reasonably calm. And there, I'm
speaking about after the coup d’état. It's clear that in March 2013, when there was the
coup d’etat, there was pillaging and there were people who died. Ihad some friends
who were photographers. They documented the situation and they said it was
violent. * But after March 2013, the main concern, which was reported to me, was
that of a humanitarian crisis and a health crisis, and as the months passed and the
new government took up place, there were more and more tensions that were
increasing and there was risks of violence.

But, once again, at a personal level, I didn't see or witness this violence in the period
when I was in the CAR. And, according to what I wrote in my articles, the violence
indeed started around December when the Anti-Balaka militia was formed and
armed.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:56:34] Apologies: trained and armed, corrects the
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interpreter.

MS MAKWAIA: [14:56:41]

Q. [14:56:42] Mr Cantaloube, it was your evidence this morning - and, your
Honours, for the purposes of the record, this will be page 11, lines 12 to 14 of the
English real-time transcript - it was your evidence this morning that your sources told
you, you should really look into what was going on in the Central African Republic
because things are becoming very serious there, there are some serious problems.
And this -- this was before your article of June; is that correct, Mr Witness?

A. [14:57:32] Yes, that's correct.

Q.  [14:57:39] And as a result of such urging from your sources, you then told the
Court you deemed it fit to go to CAR in October; correct, Mr Witness?

A. [14:57:57] Yes. The alerts that were reported to me from the month of June and
a bit before -- well, May, June. My first article came out in June, which was mainly
about the CAR, and I envisaged going, but I could only do that in October. And
these alerts that were made at the time, they were essentially about the sanitary and
humanitarian situation in a country that no longer had any governance.

Q.  [14:58:32] And, yet, Mr Witness, despite the seriousness of the situation, as
reported to you, as you've testified to the Court, you arrive in Bangui at the end of
October and everything is peaceful and calm. That's what you want this Court to
believe.

A.  [14:59:04] I'm reporting, indeed, that the alerts on the situation were serious.
But, once again, I wasn't -- or the people who I spoke to in France and the analysts
didn't tell me about an armed conflict, of armed violence. * They spoke to me about
a country that was collapsing, and their fear was that people wouldn't be able to feed

themselves, they wouldn't have access to health services and, necessarily, with
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regards to the situation, everything was going to explode. But, indeed, between the
month of June and the month of October, the situation was deteriorating, but at no
time are we speaking about an armed conflict.

Of course, there were probably people who died because there were a lot of people
who had weapons at the time in the Central African Republic. But we are not
talking about a context of a conflict, an armed conflict, * we are in the context of a
country which is slowly collapsing.

Afterwards, if would you like to get me to say that I took time to go into the Central
African Republic, yes, indeed, I took time to go to the Central African Republic
because we're talking about a health and food security crisis, and we know very well
that during such crises they don't end from one day to another, so I thought I would
have time in front of me. And, furthermore, I also worked on other subjects at the
time, and I had other elements which wouldn't allow me to go into the field
immediately. So I waited for the appropriate moment to be able to leave, and that
happened because I had family situations which didn't allow me to leave to go into
the field at that time.

Q. [15:01:13] Mr Witness, you've just told this Court that there was no armed
conflict, okay. Now, you've also said that there were people who were killed. Can
you tell us who were these people?

A.  [15:01:37] * To my knowledge, there were people from all CAR who were
potentially killed: people from the villages, people from the cities, people from the
Seleka. Idon't have a specific number of deaths between March and October.

I think that there were deaths, but I can't give you specific information. But, asa
journalist, my experience is that when people are in a country with weapons and

there's no governance of any kind, generally deaths do occur.
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Q. [15:02:28] In the same vein -- or, rather, let me recast it. Can you tell us the
religion of the people who were killed? Can you tell us that?

A. [15:02:43] No, I don't have an answer to that question.

Q.  [15:02:50] And where exactly were these people killed, at least can you give us
some insight?

A.  [15:03:03] To my knowledge, throughout all of the Central African Republic.

Q. [15:03:12] You do agree with me, Mr Witness, don't you, you can't identify who
the victims were, you can't give a specific location where they were killed, you are,
therefore, in no position, Mr Cantaloube, to tell this Court whether or not there was
an armed conflict, are you?

A. [15:03:40] No, I'm not entirely in agreement with you. Having covered a
number of armed conflicts as a reporter, for example, Iraq, Afghanistan, the war in
Libya, the war in Mali, Somalia, as well, in June 2013, I am able to understand when
an armed conflict is underway with people who are constantly shooting at each other.
That's the minimal definition of an armed conflict. And in the Central African
Republic there were skirmishing throughout the country, but you can't call it an
armed conflict. There were no regular one, two, three, four camps that were
constantly firing at each other to gain territory or to occupy a public building or to kill
an enemy general. These are examples of armed conflict that I was able to document
and observe as a journalist, during my years as a journalist before 2013. In the CAR,
I think it was obvious that you couldn't call it an armed conflict, in any event,
between March and October, November 2013.

Q. [15:05:11] All right, Mr Witness, let us start with your identified factors for an
armed conflict to exist. Territory. Are you aware, Mr Witness, that the Seleka took

over Bouar on 28 March 2013?
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A. [15:05:40] One could discuss the conflict -- the definition of armed conflict. At
the time, I was a --

Q. [15:05:50] Can you answer my question, Mr Witness. Please answer my
question. And I understand you intend to leave sooner than later, so the more
expeditious you answer my questions, then we may not have to come back tomorrow.
But you need to answer my questions now.

A.  [15:06:07] I'm not in a hurry. Ihave until tomorrow. I will answer your
question, but if you look at my definition of armed conflict, I would like to say that
this is a definition from a journalist. I'm not a legal expert.

As for the conquest of Bouar, yes, because the Seleka, coming from the north of the
country, conquered the entire territory of the Central African Republic, including
Bouar.

Q. [15:06:42] And beyond Bouar - I'm still going by your definition, okay? - they
were also in control of Bangui, the capital city, where you went around for a bit,
correct?

A.  [15:07:00] Yes, of course. The Seleka conquered Bangui. Idon't know the date,
probably it was in March 2013.

Q. [15:07:11] For a person who keeps an eye on the events that were taking place in
the Central African Republic, you do not recall the date when the Seleka took over
Bangui -- you don't.

A. [15:07:31] No. The event occurred more than 12 years ago so I don't remember
the specific date. Iremember it was in March, but I don't remember the specific date.
I am not an expert in the Central African Republic. [am a reporter who covered the
CAR for a year, a year and a half, and who travelled there.

Q. [15:07:59] You also stated that the occupation of buildings, for example, would
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be tantamount to one of the factors leading to an armed conflict. Are you aware,

Mr Witness, that the OCRB was occupied ...

MS NAOURI:  [15:08:20](Interpretation) Objection. I object, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:08:24] Yes, Ms Naouri.

MS NAOURI: [15:08:27](Interpretation) First of all, the witness has already said that
he did not hear about the OCRB, so there's no foundation to continue with this.
Secondly, the term "occupy" influences the witness. The OCRB at the time of the
events was a police station, whether or not it was --

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:08:52] Ms Naouri, I'm not going to allow you to
testify from the Bar. Give your objection. State why you're objecting and I'm fine
with that. But no testimony from the Bar.

MS NAOURI:  [15:09:04](Interpretation) I object because the word "occupy” was
never used by the witness. The witness said that he had not heard about the OCRB.
He did not talk about occupation of the OCRB, * so there is no foundation to ask him
more about what happened at the OCRB in terms of occupation -- and I wanted to say
something. I was just waiting -- something -- cross-examining a witness is a leading
exercise, but I think we need to show respect to the witness. We are at the limit here.
The witness is doing very well. But there's no reason to attack him personally.

I think we are very close to exceeding the limits, going beyond what you would call
courtesy, and this witness has been so kind as to come here to testify before the Court
and to tell us his version of what happened, of reality -- his -- he's come here to tell us
his truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:10:14] Okay. Let's deal with the legal issues to
start with in respect of cross-examination. I'm sure you know, because you've been

there for almost, if not more than a year, when you were doing cross-examination.
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I'm talking about the Defence. The ambit of cross-examination is wide, so I'm not
going to limit the Prosecutor to ask questions that the Defence wants her to ask of this
witness.

In respect of the witness, Mr Cantaloube, you are protected, you stand protected by
this Chamber.

And, Ms Makwaia, may I ask that you -- it's a little bit combative, so be friendly to the
witness, with some respect, yes. Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [15:11:12] I stand guided, your Honour.

Q. [15:11:14] Mr Witness, I had asked you whether or not you were aware, and I'm
just going by your criteria for what is an armed conflict, whether or not you are aware
that the OCRB was being -- was being manned or managed by the Seleka in 2013,
between March until August? Are you aware of that? This is one of the buildings
that they were occupying.

A.  [15:11:53] * As I said earlier, I did not know the OCRB. I did not have any
dealings with the OCRB. My only example, the only thing I can say is that I was at
the tribunal in Bangui since I had been arrested while taking photographs of a
military camp. Ididn't realise it was a military camp. I was brought to the tribunal.
I was treated with a great deal of courtesy, * and it seems to me that the staff of the
tribunal were the long-serving staff members, or at least from recent years of CAR.
As for the OCRB, I had never heard any talk of it.

Q. [15:12:48] Were you -- was it within your knowledge, Mr Witness, for example,
the Seleka occupied different bases in Bangui? Military bases.

A. [15:13:10] As for Bangui, I can't answer. Idon't know. In Bouar, I did see that
the Seleka were occupying the military camp, the FACA's military base. But for

Bangui, honestly, I don't know.
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Q. [15:13:29] And your statement, Mr Cantaloube, that there was an armed conflict
in Central Africa is based on your 15 days or so when you were in situ in the country,
isn't it?

A.  [15:13:56] Once again, I'm uncomfortable here, because if I -- if I poorly express
myself about an armed conflict -- I never studied law. Sometimes I regret that. So,
you know, I never studied law, so if I expressed myself poorly, perhaps you could put
that down to a generalisation by a journalist.

As for my definition of an armed conflict, according to that definition, which is
subjective, I acknowledge, there was no armed conflict when I was there, and the
NGOs who were there for the entire period of time during 2013 and were present
beforehand in 2012 and 2011, once again, they did not tell me about an armed conflict.
Of course, there was violence. There were skirmishes. The NGOs were careful.

But it did not respond to -- to the definition of an armed conflict.

A few months previously, I had been covering events in Somalia, and, in Somalia,
during my time there, I had four armed guards with me, and when I went to see the
people from Médecins sans Frontieres in Mogadishu, they did not leave their
compound without armed escorts or even -- sometimes they didn't leave their
compound at all.

In Bangui, people were moving about freely. Several times I went to see the NGO
people in their compounds, but also I met with them in restaurants and cafes. For
example, we saw in my notebook this morning my notes of a meeting with an adviser
to President Djotodia. I was able to reread my notebook on the screen and it

was -- and it was at the Balafon, a restaurant bar in Bangui that was very popular, and
I met with that man there one evening. So to my mind, there was no armed conflict

going on in Bangui.
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And I do know that when I was in Kabul in 2010, I did not go out to restaurants in the
evenings. Maybe during the day, but not in the evenings.

In other situations sometimes I would be shot at, in Tripoli, in the room I was staying
in when I was covering events there, so that's what I think of as an armed conflict.

In Bangui, I was able to move about quite easily with my hands in my pockets, so to
speak. At one point I was short of cash and I was able to go to the Western Union
office and my newspaper was able to send me several hundred euros and I was able
to walk from the Western Union office with my money. That's the kind of thing that
I wouldn't have done under other circumstances during my career.

So that's -- that is my definition, my subjective definition of an armed conflict. And
to my mind, that's an area, country, a territory that is calm even though sometimes
you might come across people bearing weapons.

Q. [15:18:00] Now, this calmness that you've referred to, Mr Witness, it was your
evidence earlier that when you were going to Bouar, you had to go through

12 roadblocks; isn't that so?

A.  [15:18:20] To best of my memory from this morning, I think I said half a dozen
and not a dozen. But, yes, there were roadblocks, as we've seen in the photo. And
I would clarify that I already had seen the same type of roadblocks as a tourist in
Indonesia, where as a reporter -- or in Burkina Faso in the '90s where there was no
conflict. So perhaps I have a definition which is perhaps slightly false of what is
calm. But with regard to roadblocks in Africa, that's not something that's new or
unexpected.

Q. [15:19:19] Mr Witness, focusing your mind to this particular trip in the Central
African Republic as you were going to Bouar. Now, these roadblocks, whether six or

12, they were controlled by the Seleka, weren't they?
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A.  [15:19:41] Yes, they were controlled by the Seleka, at least informally. I never
asked for their affiliation, but that's what I understood, is that they were Seleka.

Q. [15:19:52] And the purpose of these roadblocks was to screen who was leaving
or entering Bangui, correct?

A. [15:20:03] No. The objective, as far as I'm concerned, was to get money from
people who were travelling.

Q.  [15:20:15] Your evidence earlier this morning was that there was nobody
manning the roadblock. The persons manning it were in the shrubs; isn't that so?
A.  [15:20:35] It was at these roadblocks we saw in the photo, yes. They were
under the -- it was sunny, so they were underneath the tree in the shade. Butin
other roadblocks of the same kind, it's highly possible that they were next to the
roadblock, yes.

Q. [15:20:55] So why is it you and your fixer, taxi driver, didn't just drive through
this roadblock?

A. [15:21:08] Well, the first reason, as I said, I am used to roadblocks in Africa or
elsewhere. And my driver had a wider view thereof and we had no reason to drive
through the roadblock. The pieces of wood that there were, we didn't want to ram
through them. You just had to pay a few hundred CFA francs. I don't know
exactly anymore what it is in euros, but it's not much, just to pass.

I would not want to have roadblocks on the road in The Hague or in Paris. Butit's
something that you're used to when you go to roadblocks, you have -- go to poor
countries, you have -- you see roadblocks there, and sometimes they're put up as a
means to earn money.

Q. [15:22:21] You will agree with me, Mr Cantaloube, that in the Central African

Republic during this period there were more than the six roadblocks that you went
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through, correct?

A.  [15:22:42] Yes, I would agree. I came across half a dozen roadblocks on the
road from Bangui to Bouar, and I would imagine that it was the same in -- on all
roads in the Central African Republic.

Q. [15:22:59] And because, Mr Cantaloube, you went through six, you cannot tell
this Court how the other roadblocks were manned and what the people who had to
go through them had to endure, can you?

A.  [15:23:20] No, no, I can't make generalisations with regards to the other
roadblocks. It's possible that elsewhere there were other roadblocks that were more
dangerous, that were more solid. Idon't know. The only thing I can speak about is
the roadblock from PK12 at the entry to Bangui and the ones I saw between Bangui
and Bouar.

Q. [15:23:48] Now, when you arrived at Bouar, and it's your evidence, isn't it, that
you stayed there for a day and a half?

A.  [15:24:03] I think that's it. I must have arrived in the afternoon, and I slept two
nights and I left in the morning. So a day and a half and two nights there, yes, that's
more or less what it was.

Q.  [15:24:21] And during your visit to Bouar, Mr Cantaloube, were you aware that
there were reports that the Anti-Balaka had attacked the Seleka a week before? Were
you aware of this?

For the purposes of the record, your Honours, that would be the transcript at
transcript T-134, page 40, lines 7 to 16.

Were you aware of that event, Mr Witness?

A.  [15:25:05] Yes, absolutely. I was aware of it. I spoke about it this morning

and I wrote about it in my report.
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Q. [15:25:15] And this attack was a result of the ongoing conflict between the Seleka
and the Anti-Balaka that was occurring in the Central African Republic; isn't that the
case, Mr Witness?

A.  [15:25:37] I'm sorry, I was listening to it directly in English. That's a language
that I understand. ButI wouldn't quantify it as an ongoing conflict because the
Anti-Balaka were just emerging. As far as I'm concerned, there was in fact the
emergence of a conflict between Anti-Balaka and the Seleka, but it did not exist
before.

Q. [15:26:07] All right. TI'll take it another way. This attack was a result of the
conflict between the Seleka and the Anti-Balaka; isn't that right, Mr Witness?

MS NAOURI: [15:26:20] Asked and answered. Asked and answered.
(Interpretation) The question was put and the witness has answered. Objection.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:26:33] Madam Prosecutor, without the word
"ongoing", appears to me to be the same question.

MS MAKWAIA: [15:26:40]

Q.  [15:26:40] Mr Witness, when you got to Bouar, many civilians had fled their
homes and took refuge at the Catholic cathedral; isn't that correct?

A.  [15:26:54] Yes. A lot of villagers around Bouar had gone to the -- or gone
around the cathedral, yes.

Q. [15:27:05] Did you see them?

A. [15:27:15] Yes, of course. I saw them, and we were able to see them on the
photographs which were shown this morning, which for the most part were my own
photographs. Imet them and I interviewed them.

Q. [15:27:30] Can you give an approximate number of the civilians that you saw

gathered at the cathedral.
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A. [15:27:44] I obviously don't have a precise number, but I think that there were
definitely more than a thousand. Perhaps 2,000, perhaps more.

Q. [15:27:57] It was your evidence as well, Mr Witness, that the Seleka were armed
with Kalashnikovs, rockets and grenades in Bouar.

A.  [15:28:12] Yes. Those are the weapons that I was able to see at the military
camp of Bouar which was occupied by the Seleka.

Q.  [15:28:20] And you saw Seleka in Bangui as well, didn't you?

A.  [15:28:29] Yes, I saw people from the Seleka. I didn't speak with the Seleka in
Bangui, but I did see them. It was more by way of deduction when I saw pickups
with people who were armed and they were not necessarily in uniform that those
would be the Seleka.

Q.  [15:28:51] And the Seleka you saw in Bangui were also armed with similar
weapons, weren't they?

A, [15:29:05] Yes. Idon't have a precise memory thereof, but they did have
Kalashnikovs, and probably pistols, and perhaps some grenade launchers.

Q.  [15:29:23] And the Seleka were also armed with heavy weapons which were
mounted on the back of their vehicles, weren't they?

A.  [15:29:37] To the best of my memory, I didn't see what we often call technicals.
So those are heavy weapons which are mounted on pickups, and they're anti-aircraft
guns, and you see them a lot in Libya. Ihave seen them in Somalia. Honestly,

I don't remember seeing them in the Central African Republic. Maybe I'm wrong.
That's possible. But I don't remember having seen them in the road.

Q. [15:30:09] And when you saw the Seleka moving around in Bangui, they were
moving around in vehicles as well, weren't they?

A.  [15:30:20] Yes, yes. Absolutely. Most of them had pickup trucks -- most of
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them were in pickup trucks.

Q. [15:30:41] Now, Mr Witness, you also testified that the FACA commander who
was in charge of the Anti-Balaka in Bouar was not in control of his -- let me just
control this.

I'll take that up again.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:31:16] And if you could help with the reference
point, Ms Makwaia.

MS MAKWAIA: [15:31:27] If you can give me a moment, Madam President.
(Counsel confers)

MS MAKWAIA: [15:31:47] As1look for that reference I can proceed on another
series of question.

Q.  [15:31:52] Mr Witness, during the course of your testimony this morning you
told the Court that the Seleka was a heterogeneous group with people from different
religions and affiliations, do you remember that?

A. [15:32:14] Yes, absolutely. That's what I said.

Q.  [15:32:20] You subsequently testified that the Seleka was predominantly of
Muslims, do you remember that?

A.  [15:32:36] Yes, yes. Iremember.

Q. [15:32:41] So, can you help us, which of the two is it? It was a predominantly
Muslim coalition or it was a heterogeneous one -- which of the two?

MS NAOURI:  [15:32:57](Interpretation) I beg your pardon, Madam President, but
that's why I am asking that the -- that counsel read out what the witness said. He
gave a very long description of the people saying that they were a heterogeneous
group, so I think it's best to read out what was said rather than taking shortcuts. He

should be confronted with what he actually said in the hearing, otherwise it could be
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misleading.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:33:34] Well, the witness did answer, is that not so?
He did answer just now that he recalls giving that testimony this morning.

I appreciate if counsel would give us the reference points, but, honestly, some
testimonies could be clear without even making references so that we, you know, do
not cause unnecessary delays maybe.

If you could, please make reference points before you put your questions, but some
questions really can be put. The witness is competent enough and he can answer.
MS MAKWAIA: [15:34:10] We do have the cite for this one, Madam President.

That would be page 17 of the English real-time transcript, where the witness stated
the Seleka were mainly Muslim. And also at page 43.

Q.  [15:34:35] So, the question, Mr Witness, was, which of the two do you want the
Court to retain?

A.  [15:34:46] To my mind, the two are not incompatible. They were mostly
Muslims, basically because they came from the north of the country, and we know
full well that in the Central African Republic, the country is divided between the
north, which is primarily Muslim, and then you have the centre, you have Bangui,
you have Carnot, you have Bouar and these are mostly Christian or animist
communities.

When I said that it was a mixture of people, I meant that there were people from different
social classes. Michel Djotodia was part of the political elite of the Central African
Republic, for example, but there were also people who were peasants. *But there were
also people who owned no land, who were peasants, breeders, mercenaries, from Chad
and Sudan -- well, lost soldiers from various wars. That's what I meant by a

heterogeneous group. The fact that they were mostly Muslim does not rule out that they
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came from very different types of -- that they were -- fell into very different categories.

So what I understood was that the fact that the Seleka came from the north, it is in the
north where there were all sorts of social problems, problems with public services,
with governance. The north is mainly Muslims, so necessarily those people have
grievances against the south, the capital, against Bangui. Furthermore, we know
that the north of the Central African Republic borders with Chad and Sudan, which
are unfortunately -- are not very stable or calm countries. The borders are porous so
the problems are exported.

Q. [15:37:07] What do you mean by the problems being exported, Mr Witness?

A.  [15:37:18] I'm talking about the fact that Chad and Sudan have -- for many years
have had internal wars, civil wars and there were always groups seeking shelter on
the other side of a border. For example, the Central African Republic received, in the
east of the country, Ugandan rebels and, at one time, people from the Lord's
Resistance Army of Joseph Kony. They were a kind of sect, a cult. They were being
sought by many governments and they took refuge in the Central African Republic.
And I believe I wrote in one of my articles that the Central African Republic is a very
weak country, little governed or ungoverned, and before 2013 there were all kinds of
rebel groups taking shelter in the Central African Republic, and some were sheltered
there. That is why I said problems from outside the country being exported into the
Central African Republic.

Q. [15:38:46] Mr Witness, you mentioned, or in any event I saw it written in one of
your annotations in one of your notebooks, the FOMAC. Can you help us, what
exactly was the FOMAC?

A.  [15:39:07] I'll try to remember as best I can. The FOMAC was the force, the

Central African force, the mission for Central Africa from the -- with a UN mandate
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set up to stabilise and bring peace to the Central African Republic. It was a UN
mission. Iknow that there are various kinds of UN missions. I'm not really an
expert, so I can't tell you exactly what mandate the FOMAC came under, but it was a
multinational force that included soldiers from Gabon, from the Congo, perhaps some
soldiers from Chad as well.

Q.  [15:40:06] So you say it was called to stabilise, is that correct?

A. [15:40:19] I think so. Idon't remember the exact mandate. It would be
necessary to find the initial mandate of the force. But like any other UN intervention
force, well, that's what I remember. Ihave forgotten the exact mandate. Ijust
know that it was led by some countries from Central Africa that wanted to assume the
responsibility and that the FOMAC was somewhat debatable or challenged by other
countries belonging to the UN.

Q. [15:41:01] Now, given that you have testified that it was calm, why would there
be a need for such a force to come and stabilise the Central African country,

Mr Witness?

A.  [15:41:15] To my knowledge, often UN intervention forces go to countries that
are at various levels. It's very rare for UN forces to be involved in the very heart of a
war. The UN prefers to avoid that. So the forces are there to ensure a minimum
level of peace in countries that need stabilisation. Once again, I'm not a legal expert,
and the ins and outs of UN and -- the UN and the law -- well, I have had dealings
with UN forces in various countries as a journalist and I have seen that there are such
forces from the UN in countries, and I've seen that some countries are quite
dangerous, others are calmer. I do remember the UN stabilisation force in Kosovo.
It was present long after the end of the war in the former Republic of Yugoslavia.

Q. [15:42:41] I'm sure, Mr Witness, you're aware that such forces have also been
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called into countries where conflicts were ongoing, UN forces; correct?

A.  [15:42:58] Yes, absolutely. *Iremember writing an article that had nothing to
do with the purpose of the Court. Iwrote an article explaining that the deadliest UN
mission was in Mali, and very few people actually talked about that.

Q. [15:43:38] Now, Mr Witness, in sum, you were in CAR for a maximum of

15 days from 29 October to 12 November; correct?

A. [15:43:58] Yes, that's right.

Q.  [15:44:02] And your first article that you wrote, you wrote on June 21st, after
hearing others at an NGO meeting in France, and you have told the Court your
sources are NGO representatives, somebody from MSF, some diplomats, and just
other people here or there, random persons; correct?

A.  [15:44:51] No, they weren't random people. They were people that I would put
into one of three categories -- NGOs, that is to, say humanitarian workers. Secondly,
analysts like Thierry Vircoulon from International Crisis Group and also Human
Rights Watch, and perhaps another person, a specialist, I no longer recall, a professor
in African history. And then the third category was diplomats, because in my line of
work I was regularly in touch with the French ministry of foreign affairs for both
official and unofficial meetings. So they were not random people. On the other
hand, what I did not have at the time was the possibility to ask questions of people
from the Central African Republic.

Q. [15:46:04] But, Mr Witness, you didn't speak to any victims of the Seleka's
violence that occurred between March through August 2013, did you?

A. [15:46:26] No. To my knowledge, I think that I spoke to an association, and
that wasit. There were -- an association that had been pillaged, and that was all.

Q. [15:46:57] Thank you for answering my questions, Mr Cantaloube.
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MS MAKWAIA: [15:46:56] Your Honours, I have no further questions for the
witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:47:03] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia.

Any question in re-examination, Defence?

MS NAOURI:  [15:47:11](Interpretation) No, questions in re-examination,

Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:47:15] Thank you very much.

Judge Socorro, any question for this witness?

JUDGE FLORES LIERA: [15:47:27] Thank you, Madam President. No questions for
the witness from my side.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [15:47:32] Judge Ugalde, none. Thank you very
much.

Mr Cantaloube, thank you very much for your support to the Court. The Chamber
appreciates your testimony today. We wish you a safe journey back home and the
best of luck, of course, in all your endeavours.

Now, the Defence is still in the process of completing a number of investigative steps,
we note, and so we look forward to hearing from the Defence, soon we hope. So for
that, I'll rise the Court and say that we'll inform you of the next adjourned date.

For now this Court stands adjourned. Thank you.

THE COURT USHER: [15:48:16] All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.48 p.m.)

CORRECTIONS REPORT

The following interpretation corrections, marked with an asterisk ¥, are brought into
the transcript.

Page 7 lines 12-16
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“For example, I went to Afghanistan, and South Africa to cover the elections there. I
also covered the Arab Spring, the crisis in Mali, and the Central African Republic. I
also went many times to Israel and Gaza, and during that entire time I wrote many
articles about situations in Africa, and also South America.”

Is corrected to

“For example, I went to Afghanistan, and South Africa to cover the elections there. In
2011, I covered the revolts and the Arab springs, in 2013 I covered the crises in Mali
and the Central African Republic. At the end of 2010 decade, I also went many times
to Israel and Gaza, and during that entire time I wrote many articles about situations
in Africa, the United States and also South America.”

Page 8 line 23-24:

"So the Central African Republic also respected these criteria, "

is corrected to:

"So the Central African Republic also seems to meet these criteria, "

Page 12 line 5-6:

"So what we did was simply to put all of that together in order to present a clear
picture of what was going on."

is corrected to:

"But at Mediapart we hadn't talked about it yet. So what we did was simply to put all
of that together in order to present a clear picture of what was going on."

Page 13 line 25 to page 14 linel

“brought together people from various religious backgrounds, various geographical
locations and various ethnic groups as well”

Is corrected to

“brought together people from various religious backgrounds, various geographical
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territories, various ethnic origins and different social groups.”

Page 14 line 23:

"page 80"

is corrected to:

"page 1580"

Page 14 line 25 - Page 15 line 1:

"The CAR is a country that doesn't exist" and you mentioned that as being said by
asséne Enrica, who frequently worked for MSF Spain."

is corrected to:

""The CAR is a country that no longer exists" and you mentioned that as being said by
Enrica Picco, who frequently worked in the country for MSF Spain."

Page 15 line 9-11:

"He is a well-known individual in the Central African Republic. He worked in MSF
Spain, "

is corrected to:

"She is a well-known individual in the Central African Republic. She worked in MSF
Spain, "

Page 17 line 22:

"And there's an appointment with Vircoulon of the crisis group"

is corrected to:

"On 16 October there’s an appointment with Vircoulon of the crisis group”

Page 19 line 23

“which took place in 2013”

Is corrected to

“which took place in December 2013”
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Page 22 line 20-23:

"The only thing that unites them was taking power in Bangui today. Scenario of a
warlord who does anything."

is corrected to:

"The only thing that united them was taking power in Bangui. Now the scenario is
that of warlords who do anything. "

Page 25 line 9-12:

"Others were political opponents, followers of Djotodia, for example, as well as many
people who had not much to do. They were left to their own devices. So they joined
these groups that went to Bangui and took power."

is corrected to:

"This concerns political opponents that were installed or established like Michel
Djotodia for example, as well as many people left to their own devices that didn't
have much else to do but join these groups that were descending on Bangui and
taking power."

Page 25 line 23-25:

"I saw that each time there was a change of government in the Central African
Republic, it was by way of a rebellion or the government being overthrown. That was
the usual way of regime change in the past."

is corrected to:

"I saw that each time there was a change of government in the Central African
Republic, at least before 2013, it was by way of a rebellion or the government being
overthrown, yet less than half succeeded. So, often, these coups d’Etat don’t work."
Page 26 line 1-2:

"So, when I wrote this article, these groups were in Bangui. Some of them had no

17.03.2025 Page 85



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-134-ENG CT WT 17-03-202586/91 T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-D33-P-0022

resources, no money to go back to their homes in the north."

is corrected to:

"So these people, grouped together with the aim of overthrowing Frangois Bozizé,
between March and October when I wrote this article, were in Bangui, some without
any means available to them or money to return to their homes in the north of the
country."

Page 29 line 10-13:

"Once I followed them, I went with them, and there were two skirmishes and each
time I was told the same thing -- namely, that FOMAC people were shooting amongst
themselves because they weren't happy, "

is corrected to:

"Once I followed the FOMAC, I went with them, and there were two skirmishes and
each time I was told the same thing -- namely, that Séléka people were shooting
amongst themselves because they weren't happy, "

Page 31 line 12-17:

"So, at the very beginning, there was also mention of the Anti-Balaka militia and the
name "Anti-Balaka" was resuscitated again, being a group of highway robbers,
poachers and what have you. And that is how these people were agitating and the
forces of the Seleka were being attacked across the country, creating some instability
and fear within the villages, that is, among the population living outside of the cities."
is corrected to:

"So, at the very beginning, there was also mention of the Anti-Balaka militia and the
name "Anti-Balaka" was resuscitated again, being militias created to fight against
poachers and highway robbers and they're said to be starting to agitate and attack the

Seleka forces in various parts of the country, thereby creating instability and fear
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among villagers and ordinary people living outside the cities."

Page 33 line 15:

"So there was violence in the air."

is corrected to:

"So there was tension in the air."

Page 33 line 22-24:

"What would you say was the origin of these clashes between the Anti-Balaka and the
Seleka in Bouar?"

is corrected to:

"What do they tell you was behind these clashes between the Anti-balaka and the
Séléka in Bouar?"

Page 34 line 10-13:

"And the other reason was that the Seleka groups were also committing crimes and
stealing property in various villages, and that is why people became discontented and
began to gather together."

is corrected to:

"And the other reason was that the Seleka groups were also had a tendency to commit
lootings, sometimes stealing property from villages. So, understandably, people
became discontented and began to gather together."

Page 35 line 20-21:

"What did the representatives of the FOMAC do at that time in terms of why you may
have followed them?"

is corrected to:

"What were the representatives of FOMAC doing at that time, if I can put it like this,

what gave you reason to follow them? "

17.03.2025 Page 87



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-134-ENG CT WT 17-03-202588/91 T

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-D33-P-0022

Page 37 line 11:

"but I was let in."

is corrected to:

"but I was let in, and I looked for a leader."

Page 37 line 22-23:

"he was the number 2 at the time"

is corrected to Page 37 line 22-23:

"he was number 2 at the time, under Souleymane"

Page 38 line 3:

"So my impression was that he was somebody who was not in control. He had no
control over his men because, if you look at the situation, you would observe that the
civilians tended to ridicule those who were in uniform. So he went on to tell me that
he had been a FACA soldier for some 26 years."

is corrected to:

"So my impression was that he was somebody who was not in control. He had no
control over his men because, if you look at the situation, you would observe that the
young people dressed as civilians tended to ridicule those who were in uniform. So
he went on to tell me that he had been a FACA soldier for some 26 years."

Page 39 line 3-4:

"at this camp where people were being housed?"

is corrected to:

"the camp where you were, where people were billeted? "

Page 39 lines 9-10

“So he returned to the FACA. It was the only organised group at the time.”

Is corrected to
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“So he joined the Seleka, since it was the only organised group at the time.”

Page 50 line 16:

"Iran and Afghanistan”

is corrected to:

" Iraq and Afghanistan"

Page 52 line 8:

"for example, maybe a name"

is corrected to:

"Because we saw that with Thierry Vircoulon, for example, you noted down the name
of the person.”

Page 57 line 14-18:

"No, I can't say what happened there at the OCRB, Office Central pour la répression
du banditisme."

is corrected to:

"No, I can't say what happened there at the OCRB, Office Central pour la répression
du banditisme, because I had never heard about it when I was on site."

Page 58 line 9:

"Yes, absolutely. Looting occurred before and after."

is corrected to :

"Yes, absolutely, there were looting. I wrote about it before and after.”

Page 59 line 16:

"My learned friend has paraphrased the witness of Mr Cantaloube several times"

is corrected to:

"My learned friend has paraphrased the testimony of Mr Cantaloube several times'

Page 61 line 14:
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"The witness -- this isn't leading anymore."

is corrected to:

"We are testifying for the witness -- this isn't leading anymore."

Page 64 line 17:

"But after 2013"

is corrected to:

"But after March 2013"

Page 65 line 23-24:

"They spoke to me about a company that was collapsing”

is corrected to:

"They spoke to me about a country that was collapsing”

Page 66 line 6-7:

"we are in the context of a company which is slowly collapsing."

is corrected to:

"we are in the context of a country which is slowly collapsing."

Page 66 line 20-22:

"To my knowledge, some people -- well, all of Central African Republic, there was the
potential for all people to be killed, people from the villages, people in the cities."

is corrected to:

"To my knowledge, there were people from all CAR who were potentially killed :
people from the villages, people from the cities, people from the Seleka."

Page 69 line 14-15:

"so there's no foundation to ask him more about what happened at the OCRB in terms
of an --"

is corrected to:
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"so there is no foundation to ask him more about what happened at the OCRB in
terms of occupation.”

Page 70 line 14:

"As I said earlier, I'm not familiar with the OCRB"

is corrected to:

"As I said earlier, I did not know the OCRB"

Page 70 line 18-19:

"and it seems to me that the staff of the tribunal were the recent staff members of
that tribunal of the CAR"

is corrected to:

"and it seems to me that the staff of the tribunal were the long-serving staff members,
or at least from recent years of CAR"

Page 78 line 22-23:

"They owned no land, they were -- they were farmers or mercenaries from Chad or --"
is corrected to Page 78 line 22-23:

"but there were also people who owned no land, who were peasants, breeders,
mercenaries, from Chad and Sudan."

Page 81 line 2-3:

"I remember writing an article that had to do with the purpose of -- well, it's related to
the purpose of the Court"

is corrected to :

"I remember writing an article that had nothing to do with the purpose of the Court"
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