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(The hearing starts in open session at 9.33 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:33:08] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:33] Good morning, everyone. 14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:37] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

This is the situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor 17 

versus Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference 18 

ICC-01/14-01/18.  19 

And for the record, we are in open session. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:54] Thank you. 21 

I ask for the appearance of the parties.  Prosecution first. 22 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:33:58] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 23 

your Honours, and everyone present in the courtroom.  Good morning, Mr Witness. 24 

The Prosecution is represented this morning by Mr Kweku Vanderpuye, 25 
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Yassin Mostfa and myself, Maria Berdennikova. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:12] Thank you. 2 

The appearances of the representatives of the victims next. 3 

MS DOUZIMA-LAWSON:  [9:34:17](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honours.  4 

The victims of other crimes are represented by myself, Counsel Douzima. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:31] Thank you. 6 

Mr Suprun. 7 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:34:33] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 8 

your Honours.  The former child soldiers are represented by Hoar Habrelian and 9 

myself, Dmytro Suprun.  Thank you. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:41] I turn to the Defence of Mr Yekatom.  11 

Ms Dimitri, please. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:34:46] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 13 

your Honours.  Good morning, everyone.   14 

Almost the same composition as yesterday, Mr President.  So, Mr Yekatom is present 15 

in the courtroom with Ms Anta Guissé, Ms Yousra Lamqaddam, Ms Laurence 16 

Hortas-Laberge, Ms Sabrine Bayssat, Ms Cassandra Oboussier and myself, 17 

Mylène Dimitri. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:07] Thank you. 19 

And now the Defence of Mr Ngaïssona, Mr Knoops, next. 20 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:35:12] A very good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   21 

Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.  Good morning, Mr Witness. 22 

The Defence team of Mr Ngaïssona appears today before the Chamber with 23 

Mr Michael Rowse on my right side; second row, Mr Mathias Goffe, Tessia Monteiro 24 

and Alexandre Desevedavy.  And Mr Ngaïssona is on the second row -- third row. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:37] Thank you very much. 1 

And we turn now to the next witness.  This is P-1974. 2 

Mr Witness, good morning.  On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to welcome you 3 

to the courtroom.  You are here to assist this Chamber to determine the truth in the 4 

case of the Prosecutor against Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona.  Good morning. 5 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1974 6 

(The witness speaks French)  7 

THE WITNESS:  [9:36:05](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:08] Mr Witness, there should be a card in front 9 

of you with a solemn undertaking to tell the truth.  Please be so kind to read this 10 

card out aloud. 11 

THE WITNESS:  [9:36:22](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I will tell the truth, 12 

the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:32] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  14 

You are now under oath. 15 

You are aware that there are protective measures in place for you, I don't repeat them.  16 

This is -- I only explain to you that this is the reason why I do not address you with 17 

your real name, but as "Mr Witness".  I think any further logistics can be explained 18 

by Ms Berdennikova.   19 

I give the floor to the Prosecution. 20 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:37:02] Thank you, Mr President. 21 

QUESTIONED BY MS BERDENNIKOVA:  22 

Q.   [9:37:09] Good morning, Mr Witness.  I hope you're well this morning.  My 23 

name is Maria Berdennikova.  I'm a lawyer at the Office of the Prosecution and I will 24 

be asking you a few questions this morning. 25 
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You might recall that we had the chance to very briefly meet each other at the 1 

courtesy meeting last week, on Tuesday.  I am glad to see you again here this 2 

morning. 3 

Now, Mr Witness, you already also notice that we have different languages spoken 4 

here in the courtroom.  As I mentioned to you during our courtesy meeting, I will be 5 

asking you questions in English and, of course, we have interpretation.  But in order 6 

for things to run smoothly, we need to speak slowly to give interpreters and 7 

transcribers time to do their work.   8 

After I've asked the question, please wait just a couple of seconds, two, three seconds, 9 

before you give your response, also to give them time to -- to interpret what we're 10 

saying. 11 

Are you with me so far? 12 

A.   [9:38:15] Yes, I follow what you're saying.  13 

Q.   [9:38:26] Perfect.  I will also be referring to you as "Mr Witness", for the reasons 14 

that the Presiding Judge has already mentioned, just so that -- it's one of the measures 15 

used to protect your identity from the public. 16 

Now, before we start, I will ask you to listen to my questions carefully.  And if ever 17 

you don't understand something, please feel free to -- to let me know and then I can 18 

either repeat the question or I can rephrase what I've said so that everything, 19 

everything is clear. 20 

And the last thing before we start, if you need a break at any point in time, please let 21 

the Judges know and -- and then we'll take it from there.  Okay?  22 

A.   [9:39:16] Thank you. 23 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:39:16] Your Honours, I'll have to pass into private session 24 

for some identifying information first. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:21] Yes.  1 

Private session. 2 

(Private session at 9.39 a.m.) 3 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:39:39] We are in private session, Mr President. 4 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:39:42] 5 

Q.   [9:39:46] All right.  So, Mr Witness, as you've heard, we are in private session 6 

now.  Essentially, that means that only people who are inside of this courtroom can 7 

hear what we're saying and the public cannot hear what we're saying in private 8 

session.  And I'd like to start by asking you a few questions about your identity, just 9 

so that we have it on the record. 10 

Could you please tell us your full name, first.  11 

A.   [9:40:14] My name is (Redacted) 12 

Q.   [9:40:22] And when and where were you born?  13 

A.   [9:40:29] I was born on (Redacted) 14 

Q.   [9:40:38] And could you just confirm that you're a national of the Central 15 

African Republic?  16 

A.   [9:40:50] I am a national of the Central African Republic, indeed.  17 

Q.   [9:40:52] And what is your religion?  18 

A.   [9:40:59] I am from the (Redacted) or faith.  19 

Q.   [9:41:04] For the last question on this topic, could you just tell us what is your 20 

occupation at the moment?  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [9:41:27] Thank you very much. 24 

Your Honours, we can go back into public session. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:30] Open session.  1 

(Open session at 9.41 a.m.) 2 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:41:50] We are back in open session, Mr President.  3 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:41:55] 4 

Q.   [9:41:55] Mr Witness, I'm going to ask you a few questions about your 5 

statements now. 6 

Is it correct that you were interviewed by the investigators of the Office of the 7 

Prosecutor of the ICC in fact twice, the first time in February 2018 and then the second 8 

time in September 2020?  9 

A.   [9:42:19] That is correct by way of information.  10 

Q.   [9:42:23] And just for the record, I'll read in the ERNs of the statements. 11 

So the ERN of the first statement is at tab 2 of the Prosecution binder.  It's at 12 

CAR-OTP-2068-0222, and its French translation is at tab 9, CAR-OTP-2107-1810. 13 

And the ERN of the second statement is at tab 13 of the Prosecution binder, 14 

CAR-OTP-2122-8673, and its French translation is at tab 14, CAR-OTP-2122-9059. 15 

And, Mr Witness, did you give those two statements voluntarily?  16 

A.   [9:43:30] I made those statements voluntarily and of my own free will.  17 

Q.   [9:43:36] And I understand that you had the opportunity to reread these 18 

statements recently, last week during the familiarisation process; is that right? 19 

A.   [9:43:51] I can confirm that.  20 

Q.   [9:43:52] And you made one correction to the information?  21 

A.   [9:44:00] Yes, indeed.  I made a correction because my birth date wasn't 22 

recorded correctly.  Instead of saying {ICR: (Redacted)}, I realised that it said {ICR: 23 

(Redacted)}, so that the correct date was reflected.  24 

Q.   [9:44:30] Thank you, Mr Witness.   25 
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For the record, the ERN of the correction made by the witness is at 1 

CAR-OTP-00001447. 2 

Mr Witness, can you confirm that your statements, the two statements read together 3 

with the correction that you made, fairly and accurately reflect what you told 4 

the investigators during your interviews?  5 

A.   [9:45:07] I can confirm that is correct and reflects what I said accurately.  6 

Q.   [9:45:11] And do you agree that the Chamber uses your statements, together 7 

with the correction that you made, as evidence in this case?  8 

A.   [9:45:25] I accept that. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:27] So for the record, we state that 10 

the statements with the correction made fulfil the requirements of Rule 68(3). 11 

So, Mr Witness, this simply means that this is already part of your testimony here in 12 

the courtroom, so this is simply to spare time and to let you not repeat everything 13 

what you said already. 14 

So Ms Berdennikova will have some additional questions, but she will not address 15 

everything what is already in your written statements. 16 

Please, Ms Berdennikova. 17 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:46:04] 18 

Q.   [9:46:05] So, Mr Witness, indeed your statements are already quite complete, so 19 

I will only ask you a few questions and just a few clarifications on what you'd 20 

previously said in your statements.  I will proceed in chronological order as much as 21 

possible, just for the sake of clarity, and my questions will be quite few and focused. 22 

Just for the record, I will be using the English version of the statements.  I won't read 23 

in the ERNs again because they're on the record, but they are at tab 2 and tab 13 of 24 

the Prosecution binder. 25 
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And I'm afraid that I'll have to go back to private session for some time. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:46:54] Yes.   2 

Private session. 3 

(Private session at 9.47 a.m.) 4 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:47:08] We are in private session, Mr President. 5 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:47:16] 6 

Q.   [9:47:18] So, Mr Witness, to begin with, I'd first like to ask you a few questions 7 

about the organisation Enfants sans Frontières, or the ESF, and is it correct that 8 

(Redacted) 9 

A.   [9:47:38] That is correct.  10 

Q.   [9:47:40] And could you just tell the Judges a little bit about why you decided to 11 

(Redacted).  What was the motivation behind that?  12 

A.   [9:47:57] Thank you.   13 

Your Honour, (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

That is the underlying reasons (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [9:49:24] Thank you.  And at paragraph 17 of your first statement you speak 24 

about the objectives of the ESF and you say that one of the main objectives of 25 
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(Redacted) "was to remove children from armed groups in the Central African 1 

Republic, including the Anti-Balaka and Seleka, as part of ESF's mandate to protect 2 

children's rights." 3 

So could you just elaborate a little bit more on ESF's mandate and on its main 4 

objectives, because I understand this is just one of its main objectives.  Could you 5 

elaborate a little bit more on its other objectives and mandate.  6 

A.   [9:50:13] Your Honour, (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted).  This organisation was set up with the aim to ensure the protection of 8 

the child.  When we talk about protection of the child, it has a global impact which 9 

involves the protection of children against all sorts of aggressions, against all sorts of 10 

negligence, against everything which harms a child.   11 

That is the branch of protection. 12 

(Redacted) the area of education and health, food security.  If you take all these 13 

elements together, it creates the protection of the child, because these are actions that 14 

we implemented in order to help children.  And that is why (Redacted) was very 15 

quickly integrated in the system of the United Nations via partnerships, and it's 16 

through these partnerships that I come -- or that the OTP came to me as regards 17 

the future of these children.  (Redacted) organisation that protects children's rights, 18 

particularly as regards protection against assault or aggression, because when you 19 

talk about mistreatment, when you raise the question of negligence or using children, 20 

this is exactly in line with the mandate (Redacted), and therefore there was 21 

a partnership with (Redacted) and UNICEF in 2013. 22 

UNICEF realised that (Redacted) mastered, clearly, what was needed for the children, 23 

and also within the framework of retrieving the children, firstly, to identify 24 

the children that should be retrieved.  And that is why UNICEF requested that, 25 
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within a framework of a partnership, we deal with children were in the different 1 

armed groups, which I've already mentioned, in the Anti-Balaka group and also in 2 

the Seleka group as regards PK5 in Bangui. 3 

It is within this framework and within the mandate of (Redacted) that we could carry 4 

out this work for children by retrieving them from the different groups which have 5 

been mentioned in this report. 6 

Q.   [9:53:28] You mentioned working in partnership with UNICEF.  Is my 7 

understanding correct that you worked on a number of different projects in 8 

collaboration with UNICEF since -- well, you can tell us maybe since when.  Was it 9 

since 2008 or sometime later? 10 

A.   [9:53:53] Your Honour, the question that the OTP has put to me is of vital 11 

importance and allows me to inform you that when (Redacted) was set up, ESF was 12 

set up on 16 May 2008.  Between 2008, when it was set up, and 2013, when (Redacted) 13 

had a partnership with UNICEF, the organisation implemented its own -- or 14 

organised its own funds to carry out its mission.  This is to tell you that during that 15 

time period from 2008 when it was set up, up to 2013 when we had a partnership 16 

with UNICEF, we were always on the ground with our own funding, with 17 

contributions which we received from certain people who wanted to support us.  We 18 

were always on the ground. 19 

As from 2013, when the country was plunged in this cycle of conflict with massive 20 

displacement of the population in the southern part of Bangui - I'm talking about PK5 21 

until Bimbo - there were many displaced, internally displaced persons, and 22 

(Redacted), in its headquarters, it's just after PK5, it's in the very zone where there 23 

were these multiple displacements occurred, and UNICEF (Redacted) as an 24 

organisation who could protect the rights of the child and that was the basis of 25 
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(Redacted) cooperation within this project and is the subject of the report which is 1 

before the Court today.  2 

Q.   [9:56:10] Thank you very much for those clarifications. 3 

Now, at paragraph 24 of your first statement, you mention a UNICEF focal point 4 

(Redacted), a Jean Lokenga. 5 

Are you aware of a call by him, and by UNICEF more generally, to stop 6 

the recruitment of child soldiers already in December of 2013? 7 

A.   [9:56:58] Your Honour, the NGO ESF was -- had taken the initiative as regards 8 

its concerns and the concerns of the OTP. 9 

Mr Lokenga carried out work and he was part of -- a civil servant of UNICEF, and he 10 

was the one, he was the person involved with the protection of children within that 11 

body of the United Nations.  I have been informed of the call which that gentleman 12 

launched in order to prevent the recruitment of children.  *So (Redacted) was 13 

already informed.  You know, at a national level there is what we call a task force 14 

which documented all serious violations of children's rights.  We call it the MRM.  15 

And in a country in conflict, when a country is in conflict, automatically 16 

the United Nations body activate this MRM so that they can document all serious 17 

infringements as regards the rights of the child.  And in the cases of breaches, where 18 

MRM observes what is going on on the ground, there is the issue of using children by 19 

armed forces and groups.  So when a country is in a cycle of violence, UNICEF, 20 

through Mr Jean Lokenga, who was responsible for the protection of children, 21 

launched this warning, this alert, so that everybody becomes aware of using children 22 

during a conflict.  So I can confirm that.  23 

Q.   [9:59:29] Mr Witness, I'd now -- I'd like to now turn specifically to the project 24 

that the ESF did in collaboration with UNICEF and the ministry of social affairs in 25 
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2014, which was aimed at removing children from Yekatom's Anti-Balaka group.  1 

Now, this project is discussed in quite a lot of detail already in your statements, and 2 

we do also have other evidence on the record about it, so I will be asking you just 3 

a few focused questions as follow up. 4 

Now, first, at paragraph 20 of your first statement, you describe the origins of this 5 

project and you explain that UNICEF had identified an Anti-Balaka commander, 6 

Alfred Yekatom, also known as Rombhot, who had recruited children in his 7 

movement.  And you add:  "The children entered the movement from 8 

5 December 2013 when the Anti-Balaka attacked Bangui."   9 

So could you just explain how you know that the children entered the movement 10 

from that date, from 5 December of 2013?  11 

A.   [10:01:06] Mr President, when the Central African Republic entered the cycle of 12 

conflict from December 2012, because it was then, that was the very date that this 13 

conflict started.  And as the year 2012 was nearly finished and we started the year 14 

2013 in the midst of this conflict.   15 

Now, to hark back to the question put to me by the Office of the Prosecutor, the NGO 16 

Enfants sans Frontières at that moment in time, as I said, was out in the field by the side 17 

of those internally displaced persons in order to relieve the children who were in 18 

the hands of their parents that were in very difficult circumstances.  Inter alia, during 19 

that period, we as organisation, as a national organisation, of course, we were not in 20 

a position to leave the capital of Bangui.  All of our actions were concentrated in 21 

Bangui itself and only the United Nations agencies were in a position to travel outside 22 

of Bangui within the country itself. 23 

Now, as we were mindful that we did not have the possibility to leave Bangui, 24 

because the roadblocks that marked the entrance and the exit points to the town were 25 
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under the control of the armed groups, so we could not take the risk of leaving 1 

the city of Bangui to go and implement our projects elsewhere.   2 

And this is how, (Redacted) Mr Jean Lokenga, whom I mentioned here, as the person 3 

in charge of the protection of children in UNICEF. 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) UNICEF that there was a mission that had gone to Lobaye in order to 7 

check in the ranks of the Anti-Balaka group that was set up just behind the airport of 8 

Bangui in PK9 and all the way to Lobaye. 9 

So this UNICEF team went out in order to meet them, in order to see where 10 

the checkpoints were, the Anti-Balaka checkpoints, all throughout that area until 11 

Lobaye. 12 

Now, after conducting that mission, they saw that there was a group of children that 13 

could be identified at the checkpoints, at the Anti-Balaka checkpoints through that 14 

entire route from Bangui to Mbaïki.  And upon their return, (Redacted) they had 15 

stopped in Pissa, where they had a discussion with Mr Yekatom on the matter of 16 

children and the presence of children in the group of which he was the commander 17 

and that they should be removed or liberated from this group.  In order to do so, one 18 

had to be in contact with an NGO, because an agency can't go and work out directly 19 

in the field with the beneficiaries.   20 

And UNICEF, knowing that the (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

because this project was not directly an Enfants sans Frontières project, it was a project 24 

that was destined for the ministry of social affairs.   25 
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Now, the ministry of social affairs accepted that it be the  ESF NGO that become 1 

the actor that would implement the project.  And that is how, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) with the staff of the protection for children, (Redacted) 3 

and we had to come up with a plan in order to remove those children. 4 

So, in brief, this is how this project unravelled, this project that had an effect on those 5 

children who had enrolled in Bangui and who had found themselves in this group in 6 

Lobaye.  This is how ESF managed to remove those children from said group.  7 

Q.   [10:07:38] Thank you, Mr Witness.  It's an answer that provided some 8 

interesting additional information to what is already in the statement.  But I would 9 

like to ask you, just on a very specific point, because you mention that the children in 10 

the Anti-Balaka entered the movement from 5 December 2013.   11 

And just on that very specific date, could you tell us how is it that you -- where does 12 

that information come from?  How do you know that the children entered 13 

the Anti-Balaka from 5 December?  14 

A.   [10:08:38] Mr President, (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

I attempt to glean information, information that is very clear in substance (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted). 18 

And this is why the implementation of this removal of the children associated with 19 

the armed forces, well, we have a specific identity or identification form that we use.  20 

And the children provide us with all the information on their person in said form and 21 

we attempt to ascertain exactly when they joined the movement in order for us to be 22 

able to see exactly how vulnerable they are and put in place a programme that is in 23 

keeping with what these children are feeling.  Many children that we met and that 24 

we brought back to the transit and orientation centres in Mbaïki provided us with 25 
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information to the effect that they had joined the movement from the very beginning 1 

of this movement, that is to say from 5 December until -- so what I say here is that 2 

the children themselves told us and we documented in the form, the individual form 3 

for each child this information.  That is where you can see the answers to your 4 

questions and concerns.  5 

Q.   [10:10:50] Thank you for that clarification. 6 

Now, in your previous answer just -- just now, and also in your statement, you 7 

describe a little bit the process that was used to identify the children within 8 

the movement.  Just to situate you, I will quote the relevant portion and then ask you 9 

a very focused question. 10 

So at paragraph 31 of your first statement you specify that: "After consultations with 11 

UNICEF and [...] ESF focal point, Rombhot agreed to send his Secretary General to all 12 

the villages to make an assessment of the number of children that were recruited in 13 

the Anti-Balaka so that we [ESF] could be sure that we accounted and retrieved all 14 

the children." 15 

So at the time of the interview you could not recall the name of the secretary general.  16 

Are you able to recall the name today?  17 

A.   [10:12:00] No.  18 

Q.   [10:12:01] All right.  And when you speak about this, Yekatom's secretary 19 

general, in your second statement at paragraph 22 you mention that he was in contact 20 

with your colleague, (Redacted), and shared details of the children with him.  And 21 

you add, I quote: "It was a joint project and the Anti-Balaka were identifying 22 

the children for us.  The information we received was known to the General 23 

Secretary and I believe that Yekatom was informed because the Anti-Balaka had 24 

a reporting system." 25 
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So, again, just a very focused question on whether you can elaborate a little bit more 1 

on what you know about this Anti-Balaka reporting system that you mention in that 2 

portion of your statement?  3 

A.   [10:13:19] Mr President, when the Anti-Balaka group was operating, 4 

(Redacted) and I wasn't involved in the Anti-Balaka group in order to ascertain what 5 

they were communicating.  But what I can confirm here is that when for the first 6 

time (Redacted) 7 

when he first entered into contact with the Yekatom group in Pissa, because I thought 8 

that Yekatom as commander, as somebody who was in charge did not possibly have 9 

the time to have a clear idea of all the children present in the group and that is why he 10 

put his secretary general of the movement in contact with (Redacted) so that they 11 

could do the job together.  So the object of this project was to have zero children, that 12 

is to say that all the children who were there in that group should be removed 13 

immediately.   14 

And in order to do so, one had to put in place a way of doing that, of getting hold of 15 

all these children.  And upon instruction of Mr Yekatom, his secretary general 16 

collaborated with (Redacted) and it was he himself who provided us with the precise 17 

number of children per village, which enabled us to bring them together and to 18 

remove them.  And it was thanks to this work that was done that we were able to 19 

ascertain that indeed the UNICEF at the outset had given a number of children.  And 20 

when you take the two reports that we have in this case, you take the first report of 21 

those two, *which is the report covering the retrieval of children, you will see that we 22 

used a figure, the figure of 157 children.  This was an estimation, according to 23 

UNICEF, that there were 157 children there.  But we as an organisation, when we got 24 

out into the field, we needed to ascertain whether there were only 157.  And in order 25 
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to do so, as we are not members of the Anti-Balaka group, we are an NGO that has 1 

come to conduct a very predetermined action, that is to remove those children 2 

affiliated with the group, in order to have more information we had to have contact 3 

with somebody in that group who knew how many children there were, who was in 4 

contact with us, so that we could actually pull off this project that was financed by 5 

the UNICEF. 6 

Now, when you go from the first report and then you go to the second report, our 7 

report on activities, you will see that there was a moment of light, in the sense that we 8 

could ascertain the number of children that there were at the end of the project. 9 

Now, if we compare these two figures, you can see that there was a technical and 10 

scientific work that was undertaken which could be done thanks to the secretary 11 

general of the Anti-Balaka, because he had a list of children and he had a number of 12 

children that enabled us to produce this activity report which is now before this very 13 

Court.  14 

Q.   [10:17:41] And aside from the secretary general who played quite a central role 15 

in the identification of the children, do you recall the names of any other Anti-Balaka 16 

elements who would have also contributed to the identification and the retrieval of 17 

children from Yekatom's Anti-Balaka group?  18 

A.   [10:18:07] No. 19 

Q.   [10:18:09] And does the name Odimba ring a bell, Ephraim Odimba? 20 

A.   [10:18:25] Ephraim Odimba.  Ephraim Odimba was also an active member of 21 

this movement, but on an occasional basis.  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

Q.   [10:19:15] All right.  We will actually follow up with what you started talking 3 

about now, which is your own meeting with (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

Now, was this your first meeting with (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

A.   [10:19:51] Mr President, this was indeed our first meeting with (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted).  In order for us to be on the same wavelength with regard 9 

(Redacted), it was a must for myself 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted).  And that is what was done. 12 

There we are. 13 

Q.   [10:20:37] Now, (Redacted) 14 

you mention coming across Anti-Balaka checkpoints at Sekia and at Pissa, and you 15 

explain that you saw children at both of these checkpoints.  So I will ask you a few 16 

additional questions on these specific incidents at Sekia and Pissa. 17 

And I believe that we can do this in public session. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:21:08] Open session. 19 

(Open session at 10.21 a.m.) 20 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:21:29] We're back in open session, Mr President.  21 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:21:36] 22 

Q.   [10:21:37] So, Mr Witness, we're back in public session.  But if ever you feel that 23 

an answer you need to give might be identifying of you, please let me know and we 24 

can go back into private session, if necessary. 25 
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Now, let's start with the Sekia checkpoint.  Now, at paragraph 35 of your first 1 

statement you say that you saw six children at this checkpoint and you stopped.  2 

And you also said that you had the chance -- had a general conversation with 3 

the children, and asked them what they were doing there, and they told you that they 4 

were Anti-Balaka. 5 

Did these children tell you anything else about themselves or about their involvement 6 

with the Anti-Balaka on this very specific occasion at the Sekia checkpoint?  7 

A.   [10:22:40] Mr President, you know, {ICR: (Redacted)},  8 

and especially during a period of conflict, you have to be very careful what you do 9 

out in the field.  When I was leaving Bangui in order to go to Pissa, may I say before 10 

this Court that {ICR: (Redacted)} are not two ways of going to Pissa or Mbaïki in 11 

the Lobaye.  This is the only road that goes from Bangui to Mbaïki.   12 

And when we arrived in Sekia, at that moment in time the Sekia roadblock was under 13 

the control of the Anti-Balaka.  We had to do what was necessary to get through that 14 

checkpoint, but as it is a road that I am in the habit of taking, when we arrived in 15 

Sekia I alighted from my {ICR: (Redacted)} vehicle and I greeted nearly all 16 

the Anti-Balaka present there and told them why I was going to Pissa.  They were 17 

already informed of the fact that {ICR: (Redacted)} had to go to Pissa in  18 

the context of the removal of children from the groups associated with armed forces 19 

and the Anti-Balaka.  But when I arrived, through my eyes as a protector of children, 20 

I realised that there were six children present there. 21 

Mr President, the question that the OTP is putting to me as to whether I was in 22 

the -- as to whether I had any further discussions with the children or not, well, I 23 

couldn't do so at that moment because my security or safety was in question.  I 24 

approached the children and I made small talk.  Some of them were dressed in 25 
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military attire, others were in civilian attire.  And when I talked to them, to two of 1 

them, the others approached me.  And, in a space of two or three minutes, I asked 2 

them what they were doing and they said that they quite simply belonged to 3 

the Anti-Balaka group.  Can one explain, you know, seeing a child in military attire 4 

as a protector of -- of children?  How can one explain that?  Well, I just wanted to 5 

tell you what happened at the Sekia roadblock. 6 

Q.   [10:25:41] Thank you for that clarification. 7 

Now, when you spoke about these children in the statement, you estimated that they 8 

were between 10 and 18 years old.  Could you explain how you came to that 9 

conclusion, how you made that assessment?  10 

A.   [10:26:09] Mr President, in response to that question, I would say that that 11 

estimation of age was really rather approximate.  When you see a child you can 12 

already say to yourself, well, he is in that age group and you can categorise that child.  13 

It is an approximation, except unless science says otherwise. 14 

Q.   [10:26:43] So I understand of course that it was an approximation.  Was this 15 

approximation based on their physical appearance, or perhaps the sound of their 16 

voice?  17 

A.   [10:27:09] Mr President, I am a father, and one does not need to be a father in 18 

order to know that somebody is a child.  So, I -- the children that I had met, and I'm 19 

really weighing the meaning of my words here, they were children.  You needed to 20 

see them physically, they were children.  And I can conclude that those that I met 21 

were really nothing but children. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:27:39] Mr Witness, could you also tell, from 23 

the appearance and all the other categories that you mention, that one or several of 24 

the childs were younger than 15 years old?  25 
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THE WITNESS:  [10:28:10](Interpretation) Of the six children, Mr President, that I 1 

saw *at that moment in time, with difficulty I would say that one of them was 2 

younger than 15 and the others were between 10 and 14.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:28:35] Ms Berdennikova. 4 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:28:37] 5 

Q.   [10:28:38] Now, Mr Witness, you also say, in relation again to these six children, 6 

you say: "I greeted the children and played with them."  Can you just explain what 7 

you mean when you say "played with them".  And keeping in mind that we're in 8 

public session, so without identifying yourself.  9 

A.   [10:29:09] Mr President, you know, a child remains a child.  Even when 10 

the child goes through difficult times, the child remains a child.  And during that 11 

period that I am describing to you, everything that was transport, public transport, 12 

was -- was difficult.  One sees vehicles going by, you can see lorries going by, even 13 

you see public transport that stops at those roadblocks.  You know, people were 14 

buying things and people were going through the police formalities, sometimes they 15 

would stop and talk to the children.   16 

Now, how many years went by and those children lost those habits?  So as soon as 17 

they saw those vehicles stopping, they were attracted to the situation, they came to 18 

greet you, they wanted also to check you, because they were manning the roadblock, 19 

they wanted to see who was in the car in order to identify them. 20 

But as I got out of the car, and with my way of approaching children, I stayed with 21 

them.  Even in that brief moment of time I had a good time with them.  And I 22 

greeted them, the Anti-Balaka, when I got out of the car.  And I was most interested 23 

in the children, whom I had a little chat with.  And my car had gone through 24 

the checkpoint before I could get back into it.  And I was still in the company of 25 
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the children while I was walking, and that is when they confirmed to me that they 1 

were part of the Anti-Balaka group. 2 

Q.   [10:31:34] All right.  I'd like to move on to the point where you describe 3 

a similar encounter that you had also with children, but at the Pissa checkpoints.  4 

And now we're moving on from Sekia, on to Pissa.  And this time you described 5 

seeing seven children, two of whom were manning the barrier, and you clarify that 6 

you did not talk to these children.  Are you able to estimate what age these seven 7 

children at the Pissa checkpoint were?  8 

A.   [10:32:18] Your Honour, the age of the children that I saw at the barrier at Pissa 9 

varies between nine and 15.  10 

Q.   [10:32:37] And similar to the question that I asked about Sekia, what was your 11 

assessment based on?  Was there anything specific?  12 

A.   [10:32:55] Your Honour, I had {ICR: (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)}, so I was not interested in anything else.  {ICR: (Redacted)}. 14 

I was interested in those children.  So, informally, when I arrived in the town, I 15 

looked around so that I could really make sure that there were these children there.  16 

And then I saw two and I said, oh, look, this child has roughly this age and this one 17 

has that age.  And {ICR: (Redacted)} 18 

Q.   [10:33:52] And how old would you say was the youngest child in that group?  19 

You said they were between nine and 15, so the youngest, was he about nine years 20 

old then?  21 

A.   [10:34:07] Nine years.  22 

Q.   [10:34:12] Thank you. 23 

Your Honours, I'm changing topic and it requires going back into private session. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:17] Private session. 25 
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(Private session at 10.34 a.m.) 1 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:34:35] We are in private session, Mr President. 2 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:34:41] 3 

Q.   [10:34:45] So, Mr Witness, you describe arriving for (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

And I just have a couple of follow-up questions on (Redacted) 6 

So at paragraph 39 of your first statement you specify that (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Now, to your knowledge, were there any other advantages to Yekatom, or to his 11 

Anti-Balaka group more generally, in releasing the children?  12 

A.   [10:35:43] Your Honour, I am here in the Court (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

If I am here today as a witness, it's not because I'm against Mr Yekatom, not at all.  18 

But there are things that happened which I would like to narrate to you.  (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

So this project arrived at a good moment (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

A.   [10:39:16] Your Honour, so much time has passed by that I can't really know 12 

that we spoke by phone or not, but sometimes we did call.  (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

Q.   [10:39:49] Thank you.  And, of course, it's totally normal that you don't 16 

remember every single detail, and please do let us know when there is something that 17 

escapes your memory.  It has been nine years since the facts that we're talking about. 18 

(Redacted) 19 

Do you have a recollection of speaking (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

A.   [10:40:29] Your Honour, I have just outlined everything here.  These exchanges 22 

I had (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

Q.   [10:40:46] (Redacted).  Now I would -- before moving on to (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) I would like to ask you one more question.  And at paragraph 42 of your 1 

first statement, you say: "I had returned (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

Could you just clarify, is this a second meeting that you had with (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

A.   [10:41:35] Your Honour, the question of the retrieval of the children was a very 7 

detailed, meticulous operation.  You couldn't treat it lightheartedly.  (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

so behind all this there is the issue of responsibility.  UNICEF asked (Redacted) 10 

to retrieve those children and to hand them over to the CTO to debrief them 11 

psychologically before returning them to their families.  For that, we had to have all 12 

possible guarantees.  Just imagine if something happened to one of the children after 13 

he was retrieved from the group, (Redacted) 14 

What would the organisation say to the family?   15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) as the OTP has highlighted (Redacted).  We had to see and make quite 17 

sure how many children were actually in Pissa and who should become part and 18 

parcel of this project.  (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

And, also, I had exchanges with (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted), but it was funded by a body of the United Nations and therefore they 25 
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needed documents to make quite sure that the organisation is functioning properly.  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Q.   [10:45:10] And where exactly did this second meeting take place?  9 

A.   [10:45:28] Your Honour, (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted), so I couldn't have a meeting like that simply in the street.  All these 11 

meetings took place (Redacted) 12 

Q.   [10:45:53] All right.  So you just mentioned the document that -- that was 13 

signed by Mr Yekatom and titled, "Decharge". 14 

Now, you provided a copy of this document, which we have at tab 16 of our 15 

Prosecution binder at CAR-OTP-2128-1373. 16 

And when you speak about this document in your second statement at paragraph 19, 17 

you explain:  18 

"In the document reference is made to the liberation of 153 children.  Yekatom did 19 

not dispute the number of 153 children when he signed the document.  He was 20 

involved from the very beginning in the process.  (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) the number of the children that appears on the document was not further 22 

discussed or debated." 23 

So I have just one very short follow-up question on that:  Did Yekatom ever dispute 24 

this number after the agreement was signed?  25 
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A.   [10:47:15] Your Honour, there was no dispute, that was the number of children 1 

(Redacted) included in that document. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:47:29] For the record, I think this is paragraph 20 3 

of the second statement. 4 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:47:37] I'll take your word for it. 5 

Q.   [10:47:43] Now, Mr Witness -- 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:47:43] Thank you. 7 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:47:44] 8 

Q.   [10:47:45] Now, Mr Witness, you also provided a video of the ceremony where 9 

this document was signed.   10 

And this is at tab 5 of the Prosecution binder, at CAR-OTP-2068-0586, with a French 11 

translation at tab 12, CAR-OTP-2118-5710.  And the transcript at tab 10, 12 

CAR-OTP-2107-3148. 13 

So I'd like to ask you a couple of questions about this video.  14 

And I think we can try to do that in public session. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:48:28] Open session. 16 

(Open session at 10.48 a.m.)  17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:48:45] We're in open session, Mr President. 18 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:49:03] All right.  19 

Q.   [10:49:06] So, I'm going -- we're going to play a couple of excerpts of a video for 20 

you.  Again, we all understand that it's been a long time.  It's, you know, nine years 21 

since the event, so I will ask you if you can identify a couple of people.  If you can, 22 

you can, and if you cannot, just let us know. 23 

But to give a little bit of context, at paragraph 48 of your first statement, when 24 

commenting upon that video, you explain that: "Seated to the left of the table as it is 25 
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viewed from the front are two of Rombhot's elements, one wearing a blue and white 1 

striped shirt and the other wearing a predominantly white polo shirt.  A third in a 2 

red t-shirt standing by the door next to the seated men." 3 

So I'd just like to play an excerpt and ask you a couple of follow-up questions on that. 4 

And we will play from 06:10 until 06:16. 5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:50:18] Could counsel please indicate whether the video 6 

should be played to the public in the gallery? 7 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:50:24] Yeah, it can be played public. 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:50:27] Thank you. 9 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  10 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:50:48] 11 

Q.   [10:50:49] Mr Witness, it was a very brief excerpt.  Did you manage to 12 

catch -- did you manage to see it?  13 

A.   [10:51:01] Your Honour, could you perhaps go back to it so that I can have 14 

another look. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:13] Perhaps we can stop here.  I think these 16 

are the two persons that you mention in this paragraph 48.  Perhaps if you see them 17 

now this might jog your memory what the names are. 18 

THE WITNESS:  [10:51:33](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  That's what I 19 

have said in my statement.  I can confirm that.  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:36] Ms Dimitri, you have an issue?  21 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:51:41] Yes, Mr President.  My concern is the timestamp.  22 

The timestamp that I see doesn't correspond to the -- so I'm a bit confused, to be 23 

honest. 24 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:51:52] I can explain that. 25 
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We took an excerpt from the full video, so the excerpt that we took corresponds to 1 

minute 06:10 to 06:16 of the video that we have in Nuix and on the record. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:52:08] But it's good to address that so we have it 3 

correctly on the record. 4 

So it appears that the witness cannot identify the persons, but these are obviously 5 

the two mentioned in paragraph 48, whatever. 6 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:52:29] 7 

Q.   [10:52:29] Thank you, Mr Witness.   8 

So indeed I understand that these are the three individuals that you identified at 9 

paragraph 48; is that right?  Yeah, okay. 10 

I'd like to now play one more excerpt, even shorter than the first one, from minute 11 

06:38 until 06:40 of the original video.  12 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  13 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:53:23] 14 

Q.   [10:53:23] So just very briefly, I don't know if you see well the image in front of 15 

you, it's not the best quality, but there's a man dressed in a grey, long-sleeved shirt 16 

that appears -- that should appear on your screen.  Do you recognise him, by any 17 

chance?  18 

A.   [10:53:46] Your Honour, the image is very blurry so I can't really comment. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:53:52] It's very difficult. 20 

Please move on. 21 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:53:56] Thank you. 22 

And I'm afraid we'll have to go back into private session. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:04] Private session. 24 

(Private session at 10.54 a.m.) 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-227-Red2-ENG WT 25-04-2023 29/88 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1974 

25.04.2023          Page 30 
 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:54:22] We are in private session, Mr President.  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:29] Ms Dimitri. 2 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:54:30] Yes.  We don't want to interrupt the proceedings, but if we 3 

could have some assistance because it's broken again.  But you can -- you can 4 

continue, but just in the meantime. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:42] Yeah.  Yeah, good. 6 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:54:44] 7 

Q.   [10:54:45] Now, Mr Witness, in the same video -- for the record, it's (Redacted), 8 

I don't think we need to play it, I don't think that's necessary. 9 

But in that portion of the video (Redacted) the ESF prefinanced the project of 10 

removing the children from the Anti-Balaka as funds from UNICEF were not received 11 

yet.  And the same comment about prefinancing by ESF of the project is also 12 

mentioned in an ESF report, which we have at tab 7 of the Prosecution binder, at 13 

CAR-OTP-2071-0285 at page 0287. 14 

Now, can you just provide some additional details on this.  What do you mean when 15 

you say that the project was prefinanced by ESF?  16 

A.   [10:55:46] Your Honour, within the framework of the partnership which linked 17 

the organisations, the civil organisations with the United Nations bodies, there is an 18 

underlying trust.  Why do I say trust?  Sometimes we assess the relevance of some 19 

international organisations.  There are some international organisations wait until 20 

they have received the funding before they start any activities which they are 21 

supposed to carry out.  However, there are other organisations who already have got 22 

some funding and can anticipate what is going to happen in the project before 23 

everything is set in place. 24 

So what happened within the framework of this particular project?  Together with 25 
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UNICEF, this project, this project to look after the children of the armed forces and 1 

movements was (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) in different zones, (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [11:00:00] Thank you for that clarification.   2 

Your Honours, I think it's a good time to stop.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:00:03] Yes, indeed.   4 

We have a break until 11.30. 5 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:00:08] All rise. 6 

(Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.) 7 

(Upon resuming in private session at 11.36 a.m.) 8 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:36:57] All rise. 9 

Please be seated. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:37:15] Well, I just wanted to say that seems to be 11 

too closed, the session, I mean. 12 

We are in private session, I understand.  Yeah. 13 

Ms Dimitri. 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:37:29] Yes, Mr President.  For the record, I just wanted to say that 15 

for this session Mr Jason Antley joined us.  He's hidden behind. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:37:41] He's hidden behind you, exactly.  Thank 17 

you very much. 18 

Ms Berdennikova, we can't go to open session, I assume.   19 

Okay, then please continue. 20 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [11:37:54] I'm afraid that I think the remainder of 21 

the questions are in private session, and there's not that many left. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:38:05] fine. 23 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [11:38:06] 24 

Q.   [11:38:06] So, Mr Witness, I'd like to jump to another topic, which is 25 
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the ceremony that was held the next -- the day after the signing of the agreement by 1 

Mr Yekatom in Pissa, so this is the ceremony that was held the next day, on 2 

5 August 2014, in Mbaïki to mark the official launch of the project. 3 

Now, you describe at paragraph 53 of your first statement -- sorry, at paragraph 54 4 

you speak about the attendees of the ceremony and you explain:  "Rombhot however 5 

did not attend as the Congolese Colonel from MISCA threatened to arrest him if he 6 

attended as there was a restriction order against him. 7 

Instead some of Rombhot's Anti-Balaka 'lieutenants' attended." 8 

So, first of all, I wanted to ask how do you know that there was a restriction order 9 

issued against Yekatom?  10 

A.   [11:39:35] Your Honour, the day when we were in Mbaïki for the official 11 

launching of the project financed by UNICEF in the context of taking care of those 12 

children who had been released in -- by the Anti-Balaka, (Redacted) had the entire 13 

system in place, that is to say that the ceremony had been set up.  We were waiting 14 

for the authorities of the prefecture to arrive.  You know that Mbaïki is the main 15 

town of the Lobaye prefecture and this activity, as it was taking place in the main 16 

town, the political and administrative authorities of the area being in attendance, well, 17 

you had to invite them in order to lift the level of the ceremony, if you like.  18 

(Redacted) the préfet of Lobaye, the sous-préfet of Mbaïki, the mayor of Mbaïki and 19 

some authorities of the area, and also certain figures of authority, of civil society, and 20 

some individuals who were known in --  21 

some dignitaries from the community. 22 

Now, when they arrived, we noted that the main actor, that is to say, Mr Yekatom, 23 

who was supposed to be in attendance at said ceremony because he had a say in 24 

everything that had been done and in the conduct of the ceremony itself, he as 25 
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a commander had his word to say.   1 

He arrived, but a short time after he withdrew, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) we need to intervene rapidly because MISCA elements of Congolese 6 

origin based in (Redacted) have arrested Yekatom at the (Redacted) and they wanted 7 

to take him away, (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

"Yes, indeed, the colonel did give the order for him to be released.  (Redacted) 2 

to me carefully."  I'm telling you what the soldier said to Yekatom here.  He said, 3 

"Alfred, listen to me very carefully.  From now on, without the intervention, you 4 

would have been arrested here today.  We don't want to see you in this town again.  5 

Leave the town.  And because it is a ceremony, some of your elements can represent 6 

you in that ceremony, but we do not want to see you in Mbaïki." 7 

Your Honour, a cortège was set up and Mr Yekatom was up front in his car.  8 

The MISCA elements were in their car and they followed him, and so did I in my car 9 

until we could leave Mr Yekatom leave in order to make sure that he was not arrested.  10 

That was what was done.   11 

We drove for 5 kilometres and there's a little bit of a -- there's a Jean Baker (phon) hill, 12 

and we let him go.  We then turned round and the MISCA element and myself went 13 

back to the ceremony for the launching of our project.  We had also invited 14 

the MISCA to take part in that ceremony.  (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:49:11] Just a short comment. 17 

So if we -- if ever something was a summary, then paragraph 54 of the statement, I 18 

would say.  Yeah. 19 

Ms Berdennikova, very succinct to say did not attend because someone threatened 20 

him to arrest.  So there was quite some story behind it. 21 

Yeah, Ms Berdennikova, please continue. 22 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [11:49:36] Indeed.   23 

Q.   [11:49:35] And thank you for the details.   24 

Now, I do have two follow-up questions to what you just said.  First, do you know 25 
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why Yekatom was not to set foot again into (Redacted) 1 

A.   [11:50:07] Your Honour, I said here before that (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted).  I did not know.  (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) the ceremony launching the project.  We had sent out the invitations, we 5 

had also sent out invitations to the high command of the Anti-Balaka, and that is why 6 

he received us in Pissa, handed over the children to us after signing the discharge.  7 

He also had something to say during the ceremony.   8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

that Mr Yekatom had been forbidden to go to (Redacted) 11 

Q.   [11:51:15] Thank you.  And, indeed, we appreciate also when you clarify that 12 

you don't know the reasons behind something, because it's not -- no one can know 13 

everything and it's important for you to note these things in your answer, so thank 14 

you. 15 

The second follow-up question, very brief again:  (Redacted) 16 

the Congolese MISCA colonel (Redacted) 17 

A.   [11:51:55] Mr President, it's been a while.  Yes, his name is (Redacted).  He 18 

was called (Redacted), if I'm not mistaken. 19 

Q.   [11:52:09] All right.  I'd like to move on now -- or, sorry, (Redacted), is that 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

Q.   [11:52:49] Thank you for that clarification. 25 
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Now I'd like to move on to -- to the project itself, the -- the ESF project for the children.  1 

And you provide some details about the support offered by ESF to the children that 2 

were removed from the group and enrolled in the project, as well as details about the 3 

demobilised children themselves.  So I just want to ask you a couple of questions on 4 

that.  And in particular, at paragraph 60 of your first statement, you specify that you 5 

and your colleagues interviewed all the children.   6 

Now, do you recall how many children, approximately, you interviewed yourself, 7 

personally?  8 

A.   [11:53:52] Thank you.  Your Honour, (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

Now, it is true that there is part of the work (Redacted), but there's also part of 13 

the work that (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  What do I mean by that?  (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

and often we do not have the time (Redacted).  Sometimes we do it in a (Redacted) 17 

out in the field.  So, in the instant case, we had left Pissa.   18 

On the first day we left with them, 43 of them.  Why 43?  Because 17 were missing.  19 

When we arrived in Mbaïki, we had to categorise these children and that is when I 20 

would like to make the most of this opportunity to tell the Court about terminology 21 

that we use in the field of child protection when we take these children under our 22 

wing, those children especially who are coming out of armed groups.   23 

At the outset we were talking about child soldiers, but subsequently we realised that 24 

not all children who enter the group are child soldiers as such and that is why in 25 
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the humanitarian field we talk about children who are associated with armed forces 1 

and groups.  We want to make a distinction between the activities that the children 2 

conduct between -- within those groups.  So amongst them there are true fighters.   3 

So when we arrived we needed to do this work in order to ascertain who we could 4 

place in which category and that enabled us to categorise those children. 5 

We needed to put in place a monitoring system for each child we had and, as far as 6 

I was concerned, I worked with (Redacted) child soldiers.  (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

There is a principle when implementing humanitarian action that is a guiding 12 

principle, that is the one -- that is the principle of do no harm.  One should not do 13 

any harm to a child when one is implementing an action in their favour.  And 14 

the colleague who was there -- well, there were children who had come directly from 15 

their family and they had spent time in a group, but we don't know what they did in 16 

that group.  One had to see and listen to what they said and be attentive.  So I 17 

worked personally with (Redacted) children and the other children were 18 

taken -- were talked to by those people who were working with me, men and women.  19 

Q.   [11:58:14] I'd like to ask for one clarification of what you said in your answer.  20 

You mention that 43 children went to Mbaïki first and then 17 arrived later.  Can you 21 

explain, these 17 children, who brought them and when?  22 

A.   [11:58:40] Your Honour, when (Redacted) arrived (Redacted) August in Pissa, 23 

when we wanted to remove those children, of the approximately 60 that we wanted 24 

to remove we in the end had 43.   25 
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Now, we were working with the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka in Pissa and it 1 

was he who was our closest interlocutor, so we put the question to him: "Where are 2 

the 17?" And then he told us that as there was a lack of food and given that at 3 

a certain moment in time the commander no longer had sufficient resources to finance 4 

the presence of these children, and as it coordinated, you know, in July, August, 5 

September, these -- this is really a period when the population goes out into the bush 6 

in order to -- to catch caterpillars. 7 

Now, the 17 of them preferred to follow some members of the community in order to 8 

go out in the bush and find the caterpillars, and when they heard that their colleagues 9 

were already in Mbaïki some of them started to come.  And that is when 10 

the secretary general reassured us that he would do everything possible to find those 11 

17 children and hand them over to us, and that is when we left on the 4th to Mbaïki.  12 

The secretary followed us with the other 17 children, and he grouped them together 13 

in Pissa, (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

Q.   [12:01:14] All right.  And in terms of the age assessment of the children that 18 

were enrolled in the project, you mention at paragraph 61 of your first statement that 19 

"The children ranged between the ages of 9 to 18 years of age; there were not many in 20 

the age group 9-15 years." 21 

Does this assessment also correspond to the age of the children -- to the age range of 22 

the children that you yourself saw that were part of the project?  23 

A.   [12:01:59] Your Honour, as an actor defending the rights of children, there are 24 

some things which we must make sure we have before committing ourselves.  25 
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The children who joined the programme started by (Redacted) were documented as 1 

regards their civil status.  There were sheets of information which we introduced, 2 

but unfortunately they were not shared with the OTP because when I had my 3 

meeting in Bangui with the OTP I did mention that each child who came to the group 4 

was identified, each child, they had their own identification sheet.  So if there were 5 

a hundred children, there were a hundred sheets, and for each child I knew the age of 6 

each child.   7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

So I can confirm that that is the correct age range for those children with which we 15 

worked for this project. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:04:26] Thank you for this answer. 17 

I have a question, Mr Vanderpuye or Ms Berdennikova:  (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

Yes, okay.  You're nodding, which means yes, I'm right. 20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:04:39] Yes, Mr President, we were informed -- yes.  I can 21 

elaborate, but not in (Overlapping speakers). 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:04:45] No, no.  Came -- I'm just -- no, okay.  23 

But, you know, this information is no problem to share with us when the witness is 24 

present. 25 
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Ms Berdennikova, please move on. 1 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [12:05:01] 2 

Q.   [12:05:02] All right.  You mentioned that you took part in interactions and 3 

interviews of at least (Redacted) children, and of course there was other children 4 

involved in the programme.  Did you maintain contact with any of the children that 5 

took part in the project?  6 

A.   [12:05:26] Your Honour, when a project is completed, (Redacted) and 7 

systematically I also cut any communication with the children.  8 

Q.   [12:05:54] And you obviously worked with ESF (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

During all your -- all the time period that you worked with this organisation, did you 11 

maintain contacts with other ESF staff, or also former ESF staff?  12 

A.   [12:06:23] Your Honour, (Redacted), set up in 2008 until today, continues to be 13 

operational.  (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

Q.   [12:08:22] (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) some international organisations and staff of international organisations 5 

(Redacted) UNICEF, COOPI and others, right?  6 

A.   [12:08:46] Your Honour, (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) different levels. 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

but it's not within the framework of our work.  11 

Q.   [12:09:16] No, absolutely, it's normal.  And thank you for your answer. 12 

Now I have come almost to the end of my examination today, so I only have a couple 13 

of questions left for you.  And I would like to ask you a little bit about the challenges 14 

faced by ESF when implementing this specific programme.  And just to provide 15 

a little bit of background, in your first statement at paragraph 50, you mention that: 16 

"This was the first time that ESF conducted such an operation and that it ran such 17 

a centre in Mbaïki." 18 

And also further in an ESF report that you provided to the investigators -- and for 19 

the record, this is at tab 4, CAR-OTP-2068-0568, that report also refers to some of 20 

the challenges of this project.   21 

And it says at page 0579, I'm going to quote in French for the interpreters:  22 

(Interpretation)  "In carrying out this work, we enlarged and learned a lot of things 23 

as regards the real situation of looking after the vulnerable children in Central Africa 24 

because it's the first time that ESF was committed to take part in such an activity." 25 
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(Speaks English) So I just wanted to ask you to elaborate a little bit more on 1 

the challenges that you faced while working on this project and which was the first 2 

such project undertaken by ESF.  3 

A.   [12:11:08] Your Honour, when we work, we learn.  That is what gives a man 4 

experience.  Now, it's true that (Redacted) had partnerships with United Nations 5 

bodies.  I'd like to point out that our partnership was not only with UNICEF, we also 6 

worked with almost all the United Nations agencies who were there, but in different 7 

areas. 8 

Now, as regards this particular project, the challenge which is raised by the OTP was 9 

that it was our first experience in this area.  First, we started with monitoring, 10 

monitoring of breaches in the human rights violations for children according to 11 

resolution 1612.  (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  That was information which we collected, but sometimes with evidence 15 

that we passed on to UNICEF. 16 

Now, as regards looking after the children that were associated with armed forces or 17 

groups, it was the first programme that we carried out with UNICEF.  As I said, as 18 

we work, we learn.  It's of course true that what we witnessed and learned before 19 

this project, we knew that when a child is associated to a group, this is what 20 

becomes -- this is what happened to the child, this is what the harm that the child 21 

faces, this is what the trauma is for the child, and we as actor, we have to 22 

detraumatise that child.  And through this experience we realised that can we in 23 

three months, can we really detraumatise a child who entered into a group and who 24 

left?  Can we in three months make sure that this child becomes normal today? 25 
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Now, all these questions were to be considered and were put into that report so that 1 

our partners and other who became involved to look at how these children could be 2 

looked after who left from these groups.  Sometimes the package of intervention 3 

which we introduced for the children didn't fully support the children.  So once they 4 

are in this group, once they leave the group, if there is no one who can properly look 5 

after them, the child feels that they must return to the group in one way or another, 6 

because in one way or another they felt a certain freedom.  To become normal, to go 7 

back to their family, they realise that this freedom is no longer there and they have to 8 

have, therefore, some sort of training. 9 

In the back of their mind they always remember the group, and we saw that as 10 

a major challenge where we had to make sure that the children become involved not 11 

only in the small projects of three months, but we had to have a programme.  And 12 

when I talk about a programme, a humanitarian programme, there is a clear 13 

difference between project of three months, six months and nine months, and until 14 

then resources are exhausted.   15 

And we wanted to have a programme of reintegration of the children, because 16 

the time they spent in the group until they go back to school, will they be able to 17 

continue that path or do we give them alternative vocational training to help the child 18 

to find their place in society?  So, for us, this was an enormous challenge.  We 19 

learned a lot during this project and therefore (Redacted) for a long-term programme 20 

so that we could have a sustainable long-term project or programme for children 21 

coming out of the armed forces or groups.  22 

Q.   [12:16:33] On that note I'd like to thank you, Mr Witness, because that was my 23 

last question for you.  So, before I sit down, thank you very much for answering 24 

the questions and the information you provided and for your patience.  Thanks. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:16:45] Thank you, Ms Berdennikova. 1 

I think the witness has already addressed some issues that interest Mr Suprun, but I 2 

assume you might have other questions. 3 

MR SUPRUN:  [12:16:54] I have no questions for this witness, Mr President.  Thank 4 

you. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:16:58] No question. 6 

Ms Guissé, how -- how are we going to proceed? 7 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:17:05](Interpretation) You've got the answer.  I'm ready.  If you 8 

just give me a few minutes to get myself set up. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:18] You are ready and fully motivated, I see. 10 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:17:21](Interpretation) That's absolutely right, your Honour. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:24] Take your time. 12 

Do you have already an idea how far you could get until tomorrow? 13 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:17:35](Interpretation) I think I'll take the whole day, the idea to take 14 

advantage of the physical presence of the witness, so I want to do the maximum. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:50] Finishing is not possible?  16 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:17:51] No. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:52] No, okay. No, I just wanted to know.  It's 18 

simply, just wanted to make sure I am clear about that.  So, please, you can start 19 

now. 20 

We are still in private session, so you keep in mind when there are issues that we can 21 

discuss in open session. 22 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:18:10](Interpretation) In principle I can do the presentation and 23 

the introduction in public, otherwise I'll be obliged to go into private session. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:22] You know, if we -- that does not make too 25 
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much sense for the public. 1 

Please continue in private session. 2 

QUESTIONED BY MS GUISSÉ:  (Interpretation)  3 

Q.   [12:18:31] Good day, Mr Witness.  4 

A.   [12:18:34] Thank you, Counsel.  5 

Q.   [12:18:38] We met very briefly during our courtesy visit.  I'm going to 6 

introduce myself again.  My name is Anta Guissé, I'm one of the lawyers defending 7 

Mr Yekatom.  And in that capacity I'm going to ask you some follow-up questions, 8 

leading on from the OTP, but also with some different elements.  You no doubt have 9 

understood that I will have some questions.  I'm going to ask you to follow some 10 

precautions so that we have an accurate reflection of your testimony. 11 

Firstly, we both speak French.  This means that you have to remember that we need 12 

to have a pause between after I have finished asking you the question and your 13 

answer.  I have to do the same so that the interpreters have sufficient time to 14 

translate everything into English.  Now, that's the first criteria. 15 

The second, and there I do apologise for having said this -- for saying this, sometimes 16 

we have (Redacted).  It's extremely important that whenever possible you can make 17 

very short answers.  My questions are on particular points, clarifications, and for 18 

some cases it's very easy to say "yes" or "no", or "I don't know", if you don't know 19 

the answer.   20 

It's very important, and I'm going to give you a technical explanation of this, that 21 

everything you say is transcribed and typed, but the questions and answers are listed 22 

with a time -- on a timestamp.  When you make a long answer, we lose 23 

the possibility of finding parts of your answer as quickly as possible because it's 24 

lengthy, covering several minutes.  So if you make short answers, then afterwards 25 
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when we look at your testimony we can find references much easier.  That's why I'm 1 

going to do my best to organise my questions in such a way that you can make very 2 

concise answers. 3 

After having given you this explanation, I hope you understand why sometimes I'm 4 

going to ask you to wait for a moment so that I can react to one of your answers.  5 

And, once again, I urge you to be as concise as possible so that we can move ahead.  6 

These are some suggestions which I'd like to put to you at the outset. 7 

As the OTP said, if there are questions that are unclear to you, please ask me to 8 

reformulate or repeat them.  Of course, I respect all the measures of protection that 9 

have been implemented, so most of my questions, unfortunately, will be put in 10 

private session.  But if we do go into public sessions for some instances, some rare 11 

instances, please let me know if you feel that in one way or another the answers could 12 

endanger you. 13 

Furthermore, I'm going to refer to your previous statements.  14 

And for the records, I'm going to refer that the statement of February 2018, in 15 

tab CAR-OTP-2068-0222, in French CAR-OTP-2107-1810, and I refer to your first 16 

statement here. 17 

Now the second statement of September 2020, in CAR-OTP-2122-8673, and in French 18 

CAR-OTP-2122-9058.  And here I am referring to your second statement. 19 

Your Honour, like the case -- previous cases where we have a lot of documents, we 20 

are going to take over the management of the documents because there are many 21 

documents.  I assure you, your Honour, there are less than for the previous witness, 22 

but nevertheless there are some documents.  My colleague, Yousra Lamqaddam, will 23 

manage the documents. 24 

Now, this is internal matters and procedures.  Having done that, I will now move on 25 
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to the questions that I'd like to put to you. 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

Q.   [12:25:40] Very well.  This first answer to my question allows me to follow on 13 

and says you can answer the next question directly without necessarily elaborating.  14 

So it's a specific question that I'm putting to you and I want to have a specific answer.  15 

So please remember that.  I will continue. 16 

Is it correct, Mr Witness, (Redacted) 17 

for many years? 18 

A.   [12:26:14] Your Honour, I can confirm that. 19 

Q.   [12:26:20] You've just said that (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted); is that correct?  (Redacted) 22 

A.   [12:26:43] Your Honour, I can confirm that.  23 

Q.   [12:26:46] When were (Redacted) 24 

A.   [12:26:58] Your Honour, (Redacted) 25 
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so that I've been (Redacted) for two years.  1 

Q.   [12:27:11] So, under these conditions, am I correct in saying that you know 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) is that correct?  4 

A.   [12:27:31] I can confirm that, your Honour. 5 

Q.   [12:27:37] You also mentioned that (Redacted) 6 

You also mentioned an office, a second office in (Redacted).  Am I correct in saying 7 

that this secondary office is about (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

A.   [12:28:01] I can confirm that, your Honour.  10 

Q.   [12:28:06] And bearing in mind what we understand as regards your knowledge 11 

of (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

A.   [12:28:29] Yes, I can confirm that, your Honour.  14 

Q.   [12:28:31] Am I correct in saying, furthermore, that it's important for the ESF, 15 

(Redacted), that you had -- that you were part of the community, you had your offices, 16 

but it is also important that you had relationships with families and peoples around 17 

the offices so that you could talk about your activities and interact with 18 

the community?  19 

A.   [12:29:03] In fact, that's the role of a community organisation like ours.  20 

Q.   [12:29:14] Am I correct in saying that you know the (Redacted) family who were 21 

(Redacted), and in particular (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [12:29:35] I can confirm that.  It's even -- with (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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Q.   [12:29:45] So I can conclude that you know (Redacted) 1 

A.   [12:29:59] I can confirm that, your Honour. 2 

Q.   [12:30:00] You also know (Redacted), alias (Redacted); is that correct? 3 

A.   [12:30:10] I can confirm that, your Honour.  4 

Q.   [12:30:21] I know I was a bit fast.  I'm now going to move on to another topic.   5 

In paragraph 20 and 21 of your first statement you say that UNICEF obtained 6 

information on the presence of children within the group of Yekatom, and again 7 

today you said this.  And you say that this happened early in July 2014. 8 

Am I correct in saying that it is at that point in time that (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

A.   [12:31:09] I can confirm, your Honour.  11 

Q.   [12:31:15] At paragraph 22 of your first statement you say, and I quote: 12 

"UNICEF then approached (Redacted) [...] requesting that ESF, as a national NGO, 13 

work in a partnership with them to retrieve these children". 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted).  End of quote. 16 

Now I would like to understand the process behind this.  (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

A.   [12:32:21] Your Honour, an explanation is necessary at this juncture.  Enfants 21 

sans Frontières is an organisation that has a community base, and when we work 22 

within the country we also have representatives.  When the UNICEF team went to 23 

that area in order to conduct the assessments, that is when the team realised that there 24 

were children present in the group.  And as the mission had to go up to Mbaïki, they 25 
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arrived in Mbaïki.  And that is how they already had an idea as to an organisation 1 

that could take over.   2 

They were put in contact, but in the meantime, before the project, we had other 3 

projects with UNICEF in the field of education, and UNICEF already had the contact 4 

details for (Redacted).  And during this  5 

troubled time they arrived in Mbaïki and realised that the ESF office was still open in 6 

(Redacted), so they got in contact with (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

Q.   [12:34:25] (Redacted) 11 

you're saying that this all happened in July 2014; is that correct? 12 

A.   [12:34:37] Yes, that is correct.  13 

Q.   [12:34:48] (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted), am I right in saying that the process remained the same, (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

he would then bring the information up (Redacted) 17 

A.   [12:35:16] I can confirm, your Honour, that you can see that even  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) the entire process up until the very end. 20 

Q.   [12:35:33] (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) respond to the administrative requirements, (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

is that correct?  24 

A.   [12:36:00] Your Honour, (Redacted), and everything associated with 25 
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administration and finance, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

Q.   [12:36:28] We have a document from the ministry of social affairs, from Madam 4 

Seremandji, who was the regional director at the time, (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) for the registration of the NGO, the ESF NGO with the ministry of social 6 

affairs was at the end of July, beginning of August.  (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

A.   [12:37:06] Mr President, I'm not going to vary anything from my statement 9 

(Redacted).  The entire process (Redacted) 10 

this project was supposed to be implemented by the ministry of social affairs but they 11 

were not abreast with the technique of removal and taking care of these children.  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

Q.   [12:37:49] And then when at paragraph 30 of your first statement (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

all of these requirements; is that correct? 18 

A.   [12:38:13] When you take the process itself, one cannot satisfy the entire process.  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [12:39:04] At the time of the ESF programme in 2014 (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted), and it was (Redacted) who on a daily basis was in charge of 25 
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the operations associated with the programme in (Redacted); is that correct? 1 

A.   [12:39:26] That is correct.  2 

Q.   [12:39:31] And it was also he who supervised the other members of the ESF staff 3 

who were working for this programme; is that correct? 4 

A.   [12:39:42] That is correct.  5 

Q.   [12:39:46] So before moving on to another topic, I would first of all like to home 6 

in on the ESF report that we have in the case file.  And I would like to refer to 7 

paragraph 65 (Redacted) in which (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) I'm going to be showing the first page of it to you.  I'm going to refresh 9 

your memory with it. 10 

And if I give just figures to you, it wouldn't mean anything to you.   11 

So this is to be found at tab 122 of the Defence binder and it is document 12 

CAR-OTP-2068-0568. 13 

Can you see the document up on the screen? 14 

A.   [12:41:00] Yes.  15 

Q.   [12:41:02] So this is the document bearing the title "Final report for 16 

the psychosocial care and reinsertion of children associated with armed forces and 17 

armed groups in Lobaye".   18 

(Redacted) 19 

A.   [12:41:25] Your Honour, (Redacted) it is indeed the report of the activity that 20 

was financed by the UNICEF in the context of the withdrawal of these children, or 21 

retrieval of these children. 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Q.   [12:43:10] Now I'm going to be presenting to you the first page of another report 10 

to be found at tab 125 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2071-0285. 11 

This report is entitled "Midway report for the care and reinsertion of children 12 

associated with the armed forces and groups of Lobaye".  And it is dated 13 

15 September 2014. 14 

(Redacted) 15 

A.   [12:43:51] (Redacted). 16 

And as his name indicated, it is a midway report. 17 

Q.   [12:44:07] I thank you very much for your response, and I would like to draw 18 

your attention once again that you should mark at least a pause of three seconds 19 

between my question and your response.  20 

I'm going to come back to this or these reports in detail at a later stage.  But, in 21 

principle, the figures that are provided as to activities and details, we would agree 22 

that it was (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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A.   [12:44:51] Your Honour, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) that at the time  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted).  So sometimes (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Q.   [12:45:46] Now, to come back to what you just said, or react to what you just 9 

said, according to your recollections in the context of this project, how many times 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

Q.   [12:46:58] (Redacted) the project in 2004 -- July 2014 --  17 

THE INTERPRETER:  Apologies. 18 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:47:09](Interpretation)  19 

Q.   [12:47:09] -- (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

A.   [12:47:30] Counsel, could -- Mr President, could counsel please repeat her 23 

question.  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

A.   [12:48:04] Thank you, your Honour. 3 

I believe that, as I said here, the journeys or travel at that time was reduced, 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Q.   [12:49:14] So the short answer to my question is, yes, (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

A.   [12:49:23] That is correct.  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [12:49:58] Your Honour, (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

Q.   [12:50:40] After the ceremony, (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted), I understand that you remained in the area. 23 

(Redacted) 24 

go back (Redacted) 25 
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A.   [12:51:08] (Redacted) I did not go back  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

Q.   [12:51:39] Did you go back to (Redacted) at a given moment in time?  6 

A.   [12:51:49] (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

I left back to (Redacted) 9 

Q.   [12:52:14] So my question now is as follows:  (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

A.   [12:52:35] Well, your Honour, a lot of time has gone by and I do not know 12 

the date at which I went back (Redacted) 13 

Q.   [12:52:51] So maybe, in order to have a little reference point, we know that there 14 

was the midway report on 15 September 2014 and that subsequently there was 15 

the final report.  Now, (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

A.   [12:53:22] Your Honour, as I said here, (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted).  And as to the question put by the Defence, this reminds me that I had 19 

come to assess the project (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) midway report (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

Q.   [12:54:23] I thank you for those points of clarification.   25 
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I'm going to be moving on to another topic now, namely the criteria of -- selection 1 

criteria for the identified children.  Now, we will agree that in order to select those 2 

children who were going to spend time at the CTO in Mbaïki, that I'm going to refer 3 

to as the CTO in Mbaïki in order to be more expedient, they had to fulfil three 4 

requirements:   5 

Firstly, they had to be separated from their family and non-accompanied.   6 

Secondly, they had to be younger than 18 years of age.   7 

And thirdly, they had to be associated with an armed group. 8 

Are those the three criteria?  9 

A.   [12:55:16] Your Honour, those are indeed the three criteria.  10 

Q.   [12:55:25] Before the programme started, did you have any meetings with 11 

UNICEF in order to discuss the methodology to adopt for the identification, 12 

the verification and -- or certification of the children?  I thought I understood that 13 

verification and certification were one and the same thing?  14 

A.   [12:55:55] Your Honour, this work was done before the children arrived at the 15 

CTO.  16 

Q.   [12:56:07] It was done when?  Where?  And with whom?  17 

A.   [12:56:21] Your Honour, in the context of the retrieval or withdrawal of 18 

the children from the armed groups, verification was conducted by the UNICEF -- by 19 

UNICEF.  So it was UNICEF, when they organised a mission, it was to conduct 20 

verification. 21 

Now, certification is conducted by the organisation that is implementing the project 22 

and certification was conducted by the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka under 23 

the command of Pissa, in common agreement with my colleague (Redacted) from 24 

Mbaïki who was closely associated with the system so that we could have an eye on 25 
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the children who were going to enter our programme. 1 

Q.   [12:57:36] Concretely speaking, what did this verification -- or, certification, 2 

rather, involve?  3 

A.   [12:57:52] Your Honour, when one has a secretary general of a given entity that 4 

has a list of children that are required to enter a programme, but what does one need 5 

to certify?  We already have the list of the children.  6 

Q.   [12:58:21] So if I understand you correctly, and this will be my last question 7 

before we take the break, the certification of children is on the basis alone of the list 8 

that was provided by the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka; do I understand 9 

correctly?  10 

A.   [12:58:43] Your Honour, certification within this project was very easy, in 11 

the sense that everything had already been readied, everything had already been 12 

done.  However, when an NGO is requested to certify the presence of children 13 

within the community, that can take us quite some time.  It takes time to approach 14 

the child, to talk to the child, to talk to the child and see whether the questions that we 15 

put to them are relevant to the group.  But certification for this project was made 16 

easy because we had a list of children there with the secretary general of 17 

the Anti-Balaka.  And when then entering into contact with the children, that was 18 

when there was direct contact and one can say this is such-and-such a child.  And 19 

my colleagues who were there who would write down every child and talk to every 20 

child in order to certify that these were children who could enter the programme. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:00:27] Thank you, Mr Witness, for this answer.   22 

We have now the lunch break until 2.30. 23 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:00:32] All rise. 24 

(Recess taken at 1.00 p.m.)  25 
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(Upon resuming in private session at 2.31 p.m.) 1 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:31:53] All rise. 2 

Please be seated. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:14] Just a short housekeeping matter.  4 

Tomorrow we shorten the lunch break and so that we can finish at half past 3, 5 

because we need to finish at half past 3.  Yeah?  So lunch break only from 1 to 2 and 6 

finishing half an hour earlier. 7 

Ms Guissé, we are in private session.  You have the floor. 8 

MS GUISSÉ:  [14:32:38](Interpretation)  9 

Q.   [14:32:41] Good afternoon, Witness.  I'm going to start -- I'm going to continue 10 

with my questioning.   11 

I would like to come back to what you said just before the break.  You said at 12 

12:56:16, and I'm quoting you: "The verification in the framework of the withdrawal 13 

of children from the armed groups is the responsibility of UNICEF."  And, "When 14 

UNICEF organises a mission, it's for verification." 15 

My question is as follows:  Are you referring to the trip that UNICEF made before 16 

(Redacted), is that what you're referring to as the verification mission?  17 

A.   [14:33:29] Thank you.  Your Honour, the UNICEF mission is to basically take 18 

observation of the children on the field in the Anti-Balaka camp, and this is what we 19 

call the verification mission.   20 

Q.   [14:33:54] To be clear, so that's what you were referring to, it's the mission that 21 

they carried out before (Redacted) 22 

A.   [14:34:03] The first UNICEF mission that I referred to here is the one we call 23 

the verification mission.  24 

Q.   [14:34:19] I'm sorry, perhaps I'm not getting you right.  You're 25 
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saying -- answering yes to my question? 1 

A.   [14:34:26] Yes.  2 

Q.   [14:34:27] Sometimes it's -- it's a bit -- it's easier just to say just "yes", and that 3 

way we understand. 4 

So that's a first clarification point.   5 

Now the second point on which I wish clarification is when you said at 12:58 that 6 

the certification within the framework of this programme was easy because 7 

everything was ready, so when you say "everything", you mean the Anti-Balaka had 8 

already prepared the list of children; is that what you mean? 9 

A.   [14:35:07] Yes.  10 

Q.   [14:35:21] So you also spoke about interviews -- well, I'm going to quote you and 11 

you'll tell me.  You say:  12 

"But within -- as part of this project, the certification was facilitated because we had 13 

a list of children who were there in place with the general secretary and we were 14 

going to get -- and we were going to get in touch with children, and that's when we 15 

had direct contact."  16 

My question is as follows:  When did -- when did you have these first contacts with 17 

the children?  18 

A.   [14:36:17] Your Honour, the first contact that the ESF have had with the children 19 

was within the framework of the certification two weeks down the line after UNICEF 20 

identified us as implementation partners.  You had to quickly go through 21 

the certification, so it was two weeks before we could kick-start the project, the 5th. 22 

Q.   [14:37:03] So you're talking about the 5 August ceremony; is that it? 23 

A.   [14:37:09] Yes, that's it. 24 

Q.   [14:37:17] So if I go back two weeks down -- two weeks up, so it was during 25 
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the second part of July that you -- that ESF made contact with the children for 1 

the very first time; is that it? 2 

A.   [14:37:29] Yes, that is it.  3 

Q.   [14:37:36] Do you know where was the contact established?  4 

A.   [14:37:45] In Pissa.  5 

Q.   [14:37:56] Given the fact that you came for the first time in 6 

the framework -- within the framework of this project, so (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Q.   [14:38:15] I'm going to ask you to make a pause after my question for three 10 

seconds. 11 

Now, you contacted (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted); is that it? 13 

A.   [14:38:39] Yes.  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

A.   [14:39:10] Your Honour, within the framework of the implementation of 18 

a project like this, we do profiling.  We profile the children.  So it's the profiling that 19 

helps us identify and certify children.  (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) had to have the same level of understanding with regards to how things 23 

were to be done.   24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

Q.   [14:40:16] Right, we are not professionals in profiling, so could you please tell us 2 

what are the various steps involved in profiling and certification.  3 

A.   [14:40:32] Your Honour, in the word "profiling" you have the word "profile".  4 

We have files that we use.  The first file is the one that is used when the child is 5 

introduced to you as a child who is part of the programme, so you identify the child.  6 

So this is where you register the children, or factor in the children in your working 7 

plan.  And then comes certification.  Certification comes after profiling.  This helps 8 

us ask a certain number of questions with the children like, for instance, whether he 9 

was in contact with the group or not.  And this is the certification.  So this is 10 

the difference between profiling and certification.   11 

And sometimes, just so that you can understand better, certain children or certain 12 

beneficiaries are eliminated as of the certification phase.  And that's the difference.  13 

Q.   [14:42:00] Concretely speaking, when did the identification take place and when 14 

did the certification take place?  15 

A.   [14:42:15] Your Honour, now these acts are carried out at the same time, 16 

simultaneously.  When you come to the field you're told that there 17 

are -- there's -- there are a certain number of children, so this is our target population.   18 

Now, certain social workers will be profiling the children, so they will be identifying 19 

them and registering them as part of the programme, and 48 hours down 20 

the line the certification phase starts.  21 

Q.   [14:43:08] So I understand that this is what happened in this project? 22 

A.   [14:43:17] Yes, indeed.  23 

Q.   [14:43:20] You just spoke about Mr (Redacted) and you spoke about two women, 24 

if I understood you properly, two social workers; is that it?  25 
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A.   [14:43:35] Yes, indeed.  1 

Q.   [14:43:41] Could you please tell us the names of these two individuals.  2 

A.   [14:43:50] I cannot give them to you now.  But what I can tell you is that Mr 3 

(Redacted) was assisted by two persons, these were social workers that were recruited 4 

in Pissa.  5 

Q.   [14:44:08] Now, during the identification and certification process, were there 6 

other people who were assisting your ESF staff? 7 

A.   [14:44:24] No.  8 

Q.   [14:44:34] And I understand then this certification process took 48 hours, 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

A.   [14:44:52] Your Honour, when I say "48 hours", this is when the process starts, 12 

the process is triggered.  As I was saying, between the implementation of the project, 13 

that is to say between the kick-start and with all the work of certification and 14 

identification, it took us two weeks.  So the initial contact with the children took 15 

place within 48 hours, to carry out the profiling, and all the certification work 16 

followed before we could actually launch the project.  17 

Q.   [14:45:43] Just to make sure that I'm understanding you well.  Before 18 

the project was launched -- was launched, so this was before Yekatom signed 19 

the disclaimer, right?  20 

A.   [14:45:56] The entire process, your Honour, started there, started on the day 21 

when - the 4 - we in fact recovered the children, and the project started, and we 22 

officially launched the project a day after.  23 

Q.   [14:46:27] So the quick answer to that would be 4 and 5 August? 24 

A.   [14:46:36] Yes, the 4th and the 5th.  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

Q.   [14:47:35] So just to make sure I understand the process, once the certification is 6 

done, the sheets are sent to Bangui, and from Bangui they are sent to UNICEF, 7 

(Redacted) 8 

A.   [14:47:51] Yes.  9 

Q.   [14:47:57] Do you retain a copy of these sheets or files?  10 

A.   [14:48:02] Yes, we keep a copy of these files or sheets.  11 

Q.   [14:48:18] Is it the (Redacted) office or the Bangui office that keeps a copy?  12 

A.   [14:48:24] It's the bureau -- it's the office in (Redacted).  The office in (Redacted) 13 

in fact documents, and at the end of the project it sends the files to the coordination 14 

office in Bangui.  15 

Q.   [14:48:46] (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted).  Can you please give more specifications.  19 

A.   [14:49:21] Your Honour, when these files or forms reach UNICEF, it's not just for 20 

information purposes only.  UNICEF considers these forms as -- considers that these 21 

files are files and continue working, that means to say that they continue following up 22 

on these children in a way or the other, and that is beyond the control of 23 

the organisation. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:49:52] Mr Witness, we have understood that 25 
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Enfants sans Frontières retained copies in Bangui, if I have understood correctly.  Are 1 

these copies still available? 2 

THE WITNESS:  [14:50:13](Interpretation) Your Honour, these copies are no longer 3 

available, because I told the OTP that our headquarters was pillaged, and this was 4 

tested.  We actually lost a lot of information and property, so these forms were 5 

destroyed.  We lost them.  It's only UNICEF that keeps a copy of these forms or 6 

files. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:50:48] Well, that's really unfortunate, I have to 8 

say.  But you cannot change it. 9 

We -- we heard that already, but I wanted to hear it from the witness himself. 10 

Thank you, Mr Witness. 11 

Ms Guissé, please. 12 

MS GUISSÉ:  [14:51:18](Interpretation)  13 

Q.   [14:51:20] I'm just going to come back to this question on pillaging, but before I 14 

just would like to finish on the three criteria we spoke about. 15 

Right, you confirmed shortly before that the three criteria for the people who are 16 

going to the CTO in Mbaïki is that a child should be separated, unaccompanied, and 17 

be less than 18, and must be associated with an armed group.  So I'm just going to 18 

focus on the first criteria, so that is to say a child who is unaccompanied, you have to 19 

be a child who is unaccompanied. 20 

Right, when you spoke about the first contact between ESF and the children two 21 

weeks before 4 or 5 August, am I to understand that -- I just -- I just would like you to 22 

be a bit more clear on what you say in paragraph 43 of your first declaration.  You're 23 

saying that the secretary general followed the orders that he'd received and he had 24 

gone to the adjoining villages to inform all the children under our mandate to come to 25 
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the town hall of Pissa on 4 August.  1 

Now, this information that the secretary general transmitted, I would like to know at 2 

what point of time (Redacted) ESF staff organise this call for the meeting that was 3 

supposed to take place on 4 August?  4 

A.   [14:53:20] Your Honour, I would like to basically clarify a point so that 5 

the Defence understands how things work on the field.  And I'm really forced to do 6 

that. 7 

Now, on the list of children, or the category of children we have on that list, we have 8 

two.  I'm going to refer you to the activity report and the second page.  You'll see 9 

that there is a table in the end where there is a division, there is a split, to have 10 

the categories of children.  So you have unaccompanied children and you have 11 

children from the localities where the different Anti-Balaka checkpoints were present. 12 

Now, the unaccompanied children, and the Defence wanted to know, these are 13 

the children that followed the movement and that were -- then they were not in Pissa, 14 

they were scattered in places where you had the various Anti-Balaka checkpoints.  15 

And during the initial contact that UNICEF made, and asked my -- my colleague to 16 

go to meet Mr Yekatom to find out how do we go about things, it's at that point that 17 

during -- (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) who went for the meeting because he was there during the first contact, 19 

because in order to carry out the profiling and certification of these children, 20 

you -- the secretary general must basically rally all the children from the various 21 

checkpoints.  So these children had followed the movement, they were far from their 22 

parents and they were the ones who were put under the category of unaccompanied 23 

children. 24 

Yet, in the villages where the checkpoints were present, there were children from 25 
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the community who also were interested in the movement and they came and they go 1 

back to their families.  So this is why you'll see in the report we've actually given 2 

the number 60 unaccompanied children and 206 were the various children with 3 

whom we worked during the day care centres at the various localities.  Now this is 4 

important for the Defence to understand why there was this classification or 5 

dichotomy. 6 

Q.   [14:56:43] I'm just going to come back to the report later on.  Thank you for this 7 

clarification.  For the moment, my question basically focuses on unaccompanied 8 

children, so these are the children who were in Mbaïki at the CTO transit and 9 

orientation centre. 10 

And you were saying in your declaration at paragraph 43, and I am quoting you:  "It 11 

was decided that the children who did not have their families in the adjoining areas 12 

would be identified and requested by the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka to go to 13 

the Pissa town hall.  The other children shall stay in the village with their respective 14 

families.  A hundred children were identified." 15 

So we do agree that children who did not have the adjoining areas, who did not have 16 

their families in the adjoining areas were the unaccompanied children, we agree on 17 

that? 18 

Correction:  I probably did not articulate very well.  I'm referring to 60 children. 19 

Now, with the assistance of my colleague I would like *tab 183 of the Defence binder 20 

to be displayed.  This is document CAR-OTP-2071-0278.  21 

And while this document is being displayed, I would like you to specify on what date 22 

did the secretary general launch this appeal.  I understand that he basically launched 23 

an appeal for the children to go to the town hall on 4 August.  I would like to know 24 

when did he launch this call or appeal? 25 
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A.   [14:58:53] Your Honour, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

went to Pissa from Mbaïki so that he could lay the foundation and do 3 

the groundwork for this activity with the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka. 4 

Q.   [14:59:25] I would like to now come to the document in *tab 183.  Can you see 5 

the document displayed?  6 

A.   [14:59:34] Yes, I can.  7 

Q.   [14:59:37] Now, this document is called "File for individual verification of 8 

children associated with armed forces or groups". 9 

Now, do we agree that you were alluding to this form when you said that on -- you 10 

said after the identification it was with -- it was this document that was used for 11 

certification; have I understood you well? 12 

A.   [15:00:12] Thank you.  Your Honour, this form that is displayed on the screen is 13 

the one that UNICEF uses for verification.  And when UNICEF wants to conduct 14 

a joint mission, so UNICEF plus a field partner to verify, it's this form that is used.  15 

We have a certification form as well.  It's the same form, but it has information that 16 

certified that the child enters the programme.  17 

Q.   [15:01:01] So if I understand correctly from what you tell me, this is not the form 18 

that was used in the context of an ESF programme? 19 

A.   [15:01:10] This one, your Honour, this form, in principle, well, ESF is not 20 

allowed to use this form, this verification form, whereas within the ESF mandate 21 

verification is limited.  UNICEF is the one that conducts the verification, then ESF 22 

comes with a form, a form that is called the profiling form, subsequent to which 23 

the certification form is used.  24 

Q.   [15:01:54] I would like to go to the bottom of the page, if we could please zoom 25 
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in.  1 

On the certification form that you used, were there similar boxes to the ones that you 2 

see up here on the screen?  That is to say, that the person from ESF, the person from 3 

ESF would fill in the -- the group to which the child should belong, that is to say 4 

the one that ESF talked to, the child that ESF talked to? 5 

A.   [15:02:51] Your Honour, there's not much of a difference between the forms.  6 

However, in the introduction, with regard to the information having a bearing on 7 

the introduction, is somewhat a little bit different to that in the certification form.  8 

This information that I see here at the bottom does reappear in the certification form 9 

because it enables you to classify the child according to its level of vulnerability.  10 

Q.   [15:03:24] Thank you very much for those points of clarification. 11 

Now I would like for us to home in on these boxes that (Redacted) had to fill in on 12 

the other form at one moment or another and I'd like to draw your attention to 13 

the place where "EAFGA - non-accompanied" is indicated.  And then in 14 

the orientation section is written "Transitory care structure and looking for a family". 15 

Am I right in saying that within the framework of the ESF operation, the structure in 16 

charge was in fact the prefecture of Mbaïki?  17 

A.   [15:04:22] Your Honour, the CTO of Mbaïki, because it is very technical in 18 

nature, I'm going to explain to you.  The first structure that receives the children is 19 

the CTO in Mbaïki.  Now, according to the working plan established by UNICEF 20 

and taking into care these children from the armed groups, when they go to the CTO 21 

they don't -- they then go to those families so that they can familiarise themselves 22 

with life and come back to family bonds. 23 

So, in the framework of this project, there were two structures.  Firstly, there was 24 

the CTO, where the children spent two months, and then one month in a foster family.  25 
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But they would go to the CTO in order to eat and to -- and to play and then go to their 1 

foster families.  2 

Q.   [15:05:47] We would agree, would we not, that only those children at the CTO 3 

Mbaïki are those who do not have their family in these locations, that is to say Mbata, 4 

Batalimo, Mongoumba, Mbaïki, that is to say those locations from which you 5 

withdrew the children? 6 

A.   [15:06:10] Yes, that is correct. 7 

Q.   [15:06:11] Can you please remember to observe a pause of three seconds. 8 

So my following question is:  Are you in a position to confirm with certainty that 9 

the 60 children sent to the CTO in Mbaïki, who are on the list of the 60 children that 10 

was drawn up, are you in a position to confirm with certainty that they fulfilled all 11 

the criterion of unaccompanied children?  12 

A.   [15:06:55] Your Honour, the 60 children did indeed fulfil those criteria.  13 

Q.   [15:07:09] And how would you make sure that the child did not have 14 

a biological family in the region?  15 

A.   [15:07:25] Your Honour, this is the importance of the certification process that 16 

we put in place upstream before we start any project, because it provides us with all 17 

the information on the children.  And it is through this certification work that we are 18 

able to ascertain that these children come from afar and this is attested by the fact that, 19 

materially speaking, they do not have any family in the region.  20 

Q.   [15:08:14] Am I right in saying that, in the framework of this programme, 21 

the ESF was in contact with the village chiefs of those localities that were visited?  22 

A.   [15:08:31] Your Honour, yes.  23 

Q.   [15:08:40] Did (Redacted) take the time to conduct research with those 24 

individuals and ask them whether some of the children who were claiming that they 25 
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were separated did not indeed have any family members in the surrounding areas?  1 

A.   [15:09:04] Your Honour, this is one of the challenges in the implementation of 2 

this project.  And so we profiled those children.  And before getting to the number 3 

of 60, well, there were many more children in our hands than 60, we would have 4 

needed this profiling and certification process to ascertain that indeed some of those 5 

children in that mass of were indeed not accompanied.  And, in fact, it was 6 

the certification process enabled us to ascertain that those children came from afar 7 

and did not have any family members in the locality.  8 

Q.   [15:10:25] Let me hark back to this form.   9 

And I would like for us to scroll down on this document somewhat in order for us to 10 

be able to see the footnote on page 3.  There we are.  Where it is said, or 11 

a description is provided of what a separated child actually is.  Or, rather, we're 12 

going to scroll up a little bit in order to see the category.   13 

You can see the category with the little footnote number 3, and here are the various 14 

categories:  There's "adult".  Of course, that doesn't come into the programme itself.  15 

And then we have "EAFGA separated unaccompanied".  We have "EAFGA 16 

separated accompanied", and then we have "EAFGA non-separated" or 17 

"unseparated".   18 

And it is indicated, let's now go down to that footnote, please, where it is indicated 19 

precisely what a separated child is.  Here we have the footnote number 8, if I can see 20 

clearly:  "A separated child is any person of less than 18 years, separated from their 21 

two parents or from their legal tutor or prior guardian, but not necessarily another 22 

member of their family.  A separated unaccompanied child is also separated from all 23 

members of their family, whereas a separated accompanied child lives with family, 24 

even remote distant family or a tutor."  End of quote. 25 
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Now, if we take into account this definition, would we agree that a child living with 1 

their grandmother, with their uncle, with their father or even three of those children is 2 

considered to be an accompanied child?  3 

A.   [15:12:58] Your Honour, I would answer this question by associating myself 4 

with the project.   5 

Now, the definition provided here is the one that UNICEF uses, and we also use 6 

the same definition out in the field.  That is why I was saying to you that within 7 

the framework of the certification process, we realised when profiling that we had 8 

a low number of children, a low number of children or a small number of children 9 

who said that they -- or claimed that they were non-accompanied.  But when we 10 

checked, we realised that not all of those children were unaccompanied and we 11 

needed to certify.  And it was the certification process that enabled us to ascertain 12 

that really and truly only those few were truly unaccompanied children.  And that's 13 

in association with how the project itself works.  14 

Q.   [15:14:01] So we would also agree, would we not, that if a child has biological 15 

family members who lives with them -- or, he lives with them, and that they live in a 16 

family context, they cannot therefore go to the CTO in Mbaïki; it's clear, is it not? 17 

A.   [15:14:29] Your Honour, as this was a project that was conducted and finished, if 18 

you like, all of those children were handed over to their families, that being the final 19 

objective. 20 

So Enfants sans Frontières took care of those children at the CTO, and then there was 21 

an accompaniment fund which enabled those children to be handed over to families.  22 

And in the context of that project, I can only say what I know, namely, that the 60 23 

children were reunited with their family.  24 

Q.   [15:15:21] I don't know whether my question was not clear, but we seem to 25 
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misunderstand each other.  I'm not talking to you about after the programme, I'm 1 

talking to you about the beginning of the programme.  For a child to be admissible 2 

and to be able to go to the CTO in Mbaïki, we would agree that that means that they 3 

do not live in or with their family? 4 

A.   [15:15:46] That is correct. 5 

Q.   [15:15:55] And it is logical, but I'm going to say it nevertheless, for you to 6 

confirm, and in that situation if that person lives with biological family members, 7 

there can't be a withdrawal from an armed group because that person is not in 8 

the group; is that correct?  9 

A.   [15:16:23] Could you please repeat your question.  10 

Q.   [15:16:27] At the moment in time when you meet with children, when you are 11 

conducting the certification process and you realise that that child is living with their 12 

biological family and that they are not a separated child, that means that there is no 13 

retrieval or withdrawal from a group because they are not part of a group, are they?  14 

A.   [15:16:50] Your Honour, the ideal situation is this:  When a child or if a child is 15 

not part of a group, then what are we going to be withdrawing them from?  16 

Q.   [15:17:12] Let me come back to the identification form.  17 

And can we please scroll up a little bit.  Thank you. 18 

It is indicated here that a non-separated child, when we talk about orientation - and 19 

this is being indicated to you with the cursor - is returned to their family and 20 

referenced as being reintegrated into the community.  Could you please specify what 21 

community reintegration actually is? 22 

A.   [15:17:54] Your Honour, community reintegration is an activity that facilitates or 23 

eases the return of children who were in contact with the group but who remained 24 

within their community.  And that is when we say EAFGA, when we say 25 
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non-separated, or that is to say non-separated from their family, there were day 1 

activities, or daytime activities which made it possible to cut the ties between 2 

the children and the group and to then forbid them access to the group by creating 3 

other activities that might be of interest to them rather than going to the group. 4 

So, as part of this project, we were not able to set up direct activities to help these 5 

children, but there were activities or action taken in order to help them to go back to 6 

school.  7 

Q.   [15:19:32] I would like now to move on to another document, which is 8 

the list -- the ESF list of the 60 names, which is officially denominated as the list of 9 

children associated with armed groups and forces of the CTO in Mbaïki, which is at 10 

tab 104, CAR-OTP-2071-0279.  And I'm not going to repeat the references every time.  11 

I shall refer to it as the list of 60 or the list of the 60.  So, Mr Witness, you will be 12 

knowing what document I am referring to on each occasion. 13 

Now, you talked about this list in paragraph 26 of your statement.  I'd like for us to 14 

go to number 36, please, of this list, where we can see the name, I think it has been 15 

misspelt, or a certain (Redacted) who, in August 2014, lived in the family compound 16 

in Mbaïki, (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:21:09] That were said very fast. 19 

MS GUISSÉ:  [15:21:15](Interpretation)  20 

Q.   [15:21:12] Now, I am referring to the transcript number 214, where the situation 21 

of (Redacted) was already described.   22 

Now, in the light of everything that we have just said, and in light of the fact that, as 23 

you confirmed earlier, (Redacted), we would agree, would we not, that he is not 24 

eligible within the programme as a child that should go to the CTO because at that 25 
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moment in time he was living with his family in Mbaïki?  1 

So I would like to know how (Redacted) found himself at the CTO in Mbaïki.  2 

A.   [15:22:07] Your Honour, the (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

So if we bring up this form again, for me to be able to comment on it properly, please, 6 

you can see here that (Redacted), who is the son of Mr (Redacted), may he rest in 7 

peace, he was not -- he did not live in Mbaïki.  (Redacted)was a (Redacted) and, at 8 

a given moment in time in his life he decided to leave Mbaïki in order to go and live 9 

in Bangui.  And you will see in this form here, it is written that (Redacted)was in 10 

quartier (Redacted), and Mbaïki is not written. 11 

So this is how this child went back.  And when he was going back, we were not 12 

notified to the effect that he had any connections with the Anti-Balaka groups.  But I 13 

really would have it that, during the certification process in Pissa, his name was there 14 

and was certified because he was a child living in Bangui with his father (Redacted), 15 

and he joined the movement and found himself or ended up in Pissa.  But because, 16 

according to what the ESF had decided, the CTO was to be set up in Mbaïki, and this 17 

was a centre where children from other roads or areas could come. 18 

So (Redacted) was there.  He also had parents in Mbaïki, but he found himself in 19 

Mbaïki CTO, coming, however, from Bangui.  So if the parents confirmed that they 20 

were with them, we, in our mandate, found him as a member of the Pissa group and 21 

he was identified amongst the children and taken back to the CTO in Mbaïki, 22 

subsequent to which he then ended up in his family. 23 

And as I said, all those children were taken to their foster family in order for them 24 

to -- to re -- get back to family ties before being reunited with their real families.  25 
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Now, we weren't going to put the real name here, that's why we put "Bangui". 1 

Q.   [15:25:42] I can hear your explanation.  What I'm trying to explain to you is that 2 

we heard a witness before this very Chamber, it's not only on the basis of this list that 3 

I'm questioning you, we heard the testimony of a witness before this Chamber.  And 4 

let me remind you that this is transcript 214.  And this witness said that not only 5 

(Redacted), when he went to the Mbaïki CTO, not only did he live with his family in 6 

Mbaïki, so he wasn't retrieved in Bangui, nor was he retrieved in Pissa, he was in 7 

Mbaïki, according to the statements of this witness. 8 

So, I understood the procedure that might have explained the situation, but it does 9 

not correspond to the actual situation of (Redacted) 10 

So, did you have or glean any information that might explain how it came about that 11 

the procedure was somewhat twisted and that he ended up at Mbaïki CTO?  12 

A.   [15:26:56] Your Honour, I am speaking on the basis of my knowledge and my 13 

actions.  And somebody else might be very capable of coming here to testify to 14 

the contrary, but I know that Mbaïki CTO was not closed off to children, other 15 

children from the area.  And as I said to you, in some villages where there were 16 

Anti-Balaka checkpoints, UNICEF asked us to conduct psychosocial activities that 17 

would be extended to all the children as the children had been traumatised.  These 18 

activities needed to be extended to all the children, whilst concentrating specifically 19 

on those children who had been associated with armed forces and groups. 20 

Now, the CTO in Mbaïki was made for 60 children, but some children come just to 21 

make the most of the psychosocial activities and then go away again.  And the case 22 

of (Redacted), and what I know about this case, is that he lived with his father before 23 

his father passed away.  He was in Bangui and he came into the programme via 24 

Pissa.  And it may be that somebody might have seen him in his biological family in 25 
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Mbaïki and then come and say that he was in his family.  But what I know is that he 1 

was a child that was retrieved in Pissa in order to benefit from the activities of 2 

the CTO in Mbaïki. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:07] Well, facts, quite complicated, the whole 4 

thing, Ms Guissé. 5 

MS GUISSÉ:  [15:29:17](Interpretation)  6 

Q.   [15:29:15] I would specify that the witness who made mention of the situation of 7 

(Redacted) did not say that he was one of those children who was living in the area 8 

who took part in the activities in the daytime at the Mbaïki CTO, because if I 9 

understand from what you're saying, it's a bit of a day care centre where people can 10 

come and take care in these activities.  This witness said that (Redacted) was at that 11 

CTO as a separated child and that he got there as somebody who had -- not who had 12 

been identified in Pissa, but somebody who came from Bangui and somebody who 13 

had arrived a little bit after the training had already commenced.  So we're not 14 

talking here about whether he was there in the daytime, no, this was somebody who 15 

was part of the list of 60 and who was somebody who benefitted from the programme 16 

as a separated and unaccompanied child. 17 

So insofar as (Redacted), is it not possible that the information on (Redacted) 18 

completely escaped your sight or your attention?  19 

A.   [15:30:58] Your Honour, if (Redacted) 20 

we wouldn't have been wasting time here to try to -- in trying to understand how 21 

(Redacted) found himself in this category.  And since the information is there with 22 

UNICEF, I really cannot say anything more than I know.  It's he's a child, as others, 23 

who came into this programme during the certification.  24 

Q.   [15:31:54] I'd like to come back to this document.  The ESF list of 60 persons.  25 
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And let me draw your attention to number 19, "(Redacted)".  So it is said here that he 1 

comes from Bangui, from the (Redacted) district.  And we know that his biological 2 

father lives in (Redacted) 3 

Now, does the name (Redacted) ring a bell at all?  4 

A.   [15:32:25] Your Honour, I am not an inhabitant of (Redacted) to know everyone 5 

who lives there. 6 

Q.   [15:32:42] So the short answer is no. 7 

And we know that the father of (Redacted) lived near (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

A.   [15:33:18] (Redacted) the only link that linked me with (Redacted) at that point 11 

of time is the contractual and professional link.  I do not know for the rest.  I haven't 12 

had any discussions with him on his relation with any person at all.  13 

Q.   [15:33:51] So the short answer to my question is no. 14 

Now I would like to move on to another criterion, which is that of being less than 15 

18 years old. 16 

Now, with regards to the qualification of child soldiers, I'm sorry if I'm not basically 17 

using the full term of your professional jargon, but from the reports I've understood 18 

that for you, that is the ESF, a child is a minor child who is less than 18 years old to be 19 

eligible to be part of the programme.  And I also understand that neither you nor 20 

the ministry made any subcategories.  So the only criterion for entry was being less 21 

than 18, in terms of age; am I right? 22 

A.   [15:34:53] Yes.  23 

Q.   [15:34:56] I'm going to come back to the verification form, so again tab 183.  At 24 

the top, on left, below the name, there is "date of birth" and "place of birth".  Now, 25 
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date of birth that you put in this form was given to you by whom?  1 

A.   [15:35:28] Your Honour, the age of children recorded on the sheet was given by 2 

the children themselves.  Sometimes the person does not tell you exactly that "I was 3 

born on such-and-such date."  But they say, "I'm eight or nine."  And some just 4 

know their age, and we put that on the form.  5 

Q.   [15:36:09] Did children provide you with supporting documents justifying their 6 

age?  7 

A.   [15:36:20] Your Honour, everything happens as if we were in normal periods.  8 

But, no, we recovered these children in an emergency situation, so no.  9 

Q.   [15:36:46] How did you ensure that you were respecting the less than 18 10 

criterion, or how were you ensuring that the age provided by the child was accurate?  11 

A.   [15:37:05] Your Honour, amongst these children, many of them were in school 12 

before joining the group.  They are aware, they tell you how old they are.  And 13 

the age they say is the one that is documented, put on the form.  14 

Q.   [15:37:41] In the report of the ESF that we have with our file - which is tab 125, 15 

document CAR-OTP-2071-0285, page 0281,  I'm giving the references for 16 

the moment - there are several tables in which the age group varies from 12 to 18. 17 

So am I to understand that the ages mentioned in this report are drawn from these 18 

certification forms or these verification forms (Redacted) 19 

A.   [15:38:30] Your Honour, I was saying here that the report was drafted by my 20 

colleague (Redacted) 21 

But what I can say is the age group that we had of the children varied from nine to 18.  22 

Q.   [15:39:10] I thought I understood that the reports that were drawn up by 23 

the NGO (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

A.   [15:39:52] Your Honour, any product created by a human being is always full of 4 

mistakes, so it is quite possible that (Redacted).  What I know is that the age group of 5 

children that we recovered ranged from nine to 18.  6 

Q.   [15:40:25] In any case, we agree that it's on the basis of these verifications that 7 

you made and it's on the basis of these forms that you chose the children to be 8 

integrated into this group or another group of the ESF programme? 9 

A.   [15:40:46] That is it.  10 

Q.   [15:40:52] I understand that documents were sent to UNICEF.  Now, to choose 11 

the categories and to choose who would go to the transit and orientation centre and 12 

the children who would be in a day care centre and the children who would be 13 

expelled or refused the programme, was there a selection committee put in place with 14 

people from ESF and UNICEF, or it was -- is it one of these organisations that would 15 

make the final choice? 16 

A.   [15:41:38] Your Honour, after verification, UNICEF did not come back to 17 

the field.  All the work was done by ESF and UNICEF was just doing the follow-up, 18 

as I previously said here.  And it was a monthly follow up.  19 

Q.   [15:42:06] So I understand that it's ESF that selected the children who should go 20 

to the transit and orientation centre in Mbaïki? 21 

A.   [15:42:18] Yes, it was on the basis of the certification forms.  22 

Q.   [15:42:31] Earlier you talked about pillaging, (Redacted), and in your first 23 

witness statement, in paragraph 17, you also mention that the (Redacted) 24 

office was completely ransacked and it was at this point that most of your files were 25 
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damaged. 1 

Now, if I put it to you -- now, do you first of all remember the date?  Now, if I put it 2 

to you that we have two documents in our file about this theft that took place and 3 

the person in charge of this -- responsible for this theft was convicted on 4 

16 September 2015, now does that jot your memory?   5 

For the attention of Chambers and parties, I refer you to tab 62 of the Defence binder, 6 

CAR-D29-0014-0074.  Now -- which is the list of heinous crimes, serious crimes.  7 

And in tab 2 of the Defence binder, CAR-D29-001 -- or from 0518, which is 8 

the individual file of the convicted person that corresponds to the person who was 9 

convicted for theft on that particular day. 10 

So, now, does this jot your memory with regard to when the theft took place?  11 

A.   [15:44:42] Your Honour, this conviction happened rather late.  The ESF office 12 

was attacked two times, on two occasions.  The first time around it was a systematic 13 

pillaging incident where we could not reconstitute or put together anything at all.  14 

And thanks to OCHA's intervention, we basically had some equipment to resume 15 

activity.  And the second theft happened and we basically found the guilty person, 16 

he was tracked down by the police and then convicted.  And even we found some of 17 

our property in the neighbourhood.  18 

Q.   [15:45:51] In fact, the conviction dates back to December 2015.  When was 19 

the first time that the office was damaged?  20 

A.   [15:46:13] Your Honour, the project we undertook with UNICEF ended in 2014, 21 

and the pillaging took -- was recorded in 2015.  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:46:39] So can we understand that this conviction 23 

that Ms Guissé has mentioned relates to the first pillaging and relates to the pillaging 24 

where -- of documents the copies were destroyed, ransacked; is that a correct 25 
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understanding? 1 

THE WITNESS:  [15:47:11](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   2 

When the ESF office was attacked, it was during a fight in the district.  The two 3 

armed groups, you had armed Muslims who were coming from PK5 and they were 4 

clashing with the Anti-Balaka who were around but in the district -- or in the district.  5 

And this pillaging took place when no one could know who could have done what, 6 

because there was fighting -- there was shooting all over and insecurity was rife.  It's 7 

the following day that we noted that everything was ransacked and the office was 8 

pillaged.  So we do not know who did it.   9 

Then the situation normalised and, thanks to OCHA, O-C-H-A, that coordinates 10 

humanitarian action, we got some equipment to start working again.  And this is 11 

how the second theft was perpetrated, and the person was arrested.  So if you 12 

actually had to make the link, it's only the person who could say that he -- if he was 13 

part of the first group or not. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:48:51] Thank you.  I have understood 15 

the answer is no. 16 

Please, Ms Guissé. 17 

MS GUISSÉ:  [15:49:04](Interpretation)  18 

Q.   [15:49:05] I also gather from your statement that you do not know who basically 19 

ransacked your office; am I right?  20 

A.   [15:49:21] Yes.  21 

Q.   [15:49:24] Could you speak louder, I haven't heard your answer.  22 

A.   [15:49:27] Yes. 23 

Q.   [15:49:28] I would now like to move on to another subject. 24 

Now, this is the drafting or the preparation of the list of 60.  So this is the list that we 25 
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spoke about where the names are mentioned and these are the people who went to 1 

the Mbaïki CTO, the transit and orientation centre.   2 

Now, could you specify to the Chamber when was this list drawn up?  Was it before 3 

the ceremony or the signature on 4 August or was it after?  4 

A.   [15:50:11] Your Honour, it was before the 4 August ceremony.  5 

Q.   [15:50:21] Who prepared this list?  6 

A.   [15:50:30] This list was prepared by the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka.  7 

Q.   [15:50:45] I am just -- I just want to make sure that we're speaking about 8 

the same document, so I just would like this list to be displayed. 9 

On this list you can see -- can you see this list, please? 10 

A.   [15:51:00] Yes. 11 

Q.   [15:51:00] On the top you have the ESF logo.  And there's also 12 

the mention -- and the name of your organisation is also mentioned.  So I'm 13 

repeating my question:  Are you sure that this list was prepared by the secretary 14 

general of the Anti-Balaka?  15 

A.   [15:51:20] Your Honour, the list that is displayed here, which is on the screen, is 16 

only the result of the list that was produced by the secretary general of 17 

the Anti-Balaka.  18 

Q.   [15:51:48] But on the list of the secretary general, how many names appeared on 19 

that list?  20 

A.   [15:52:00] Your Honour, as this was a handwritten list, the list presented by 21 

the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka, first of all he was -- the list was on 22 

a notebook, so it was really impossible to tell you now the exact number on that list.  23 

So these were -- this was a notebook he had in his hand and this is how 24 

the certification work helped us know that there were only 60 children who were 25 
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eligible for the programme.  1 

Q.   [15:52:51] So I'm going to ask you my question again.   2 

So this list where you have ESF with the numbers, the age, with the -- with the place 3 

of return, who wrote all that?  Who entered that information onto the computer?  4 

A.   [15:53:21] Your Honour, this is a list prepared by ESF, Enfants sans Frontières, on 5 

the basis of the information that was supplied by the secretary general of 6 

the Anti-Balaka.  And it's my colleague (Redacted) who entered this information 7 

because this list was supposed to be supplied to UNICEF. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:53:47] Mr Witness, I understand that this 9 

handwritten list by the - as you word it - secretary general of the Anti-Balaka was in 10 

a notebook.  Does this notebook still exist?  Just interested. 11 

THE WITNESS:  [15:54:11](Interpretation) Your Honour, this is a document that 12 

belongs to the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka, so we do not have any right to 13 

have it in our possession. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:54:31] I understand.  So he retains it or not.  15 

We don't know -- we don't know who the person is. 16 

You did make copies at the time of this notebook?  17 

THE WITNESS:  [15:54:49](Interpretation) Your Honour, at that point in Pissa, there 18 

was no photocopy machine for us to make a copy. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:54:55] Well, I understand. 20 

Ms Guissé, please. 21 

MS GUISSÉ:  [15:55:09](Interpretation)  22 

Q.   [15:55:10] The mention of the place of return and the reference family is also 23 

information that was provided to you by the secretary general of the Anti-Balaka?  24 

A.   [15:55:21] Your Honour, place of family and -- place of return and of reference 25 
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family was actually provided by the children themselves.  1 

Q.   [15:55:39] And the age as well?  2 

A.   [15:55:42] This is what I said.  3 

Q.   [15:55:47] So if I understand you well, when you say the information provided 4 

by the Anti-Balaka, it's just the names?  5 

A.   [15:55:57] It's the names.  6 

Q.   [15:56:04] I was basically reminded as well, but please think of the three-second 7 

break. 8 

Now, just to be more specific, when you say it's the children that provide it, it's 9 

because you asked them again, or was it the information that already appeared in 10 

the certification forms?  11 

A.   [15:56:38] Your Honour, this information was found on the certification forms 12 

because those certification forms tell us about the link between these children and 13 

their family of origin.  So this is the work that was conducted on the basis of 14 

the certification forms. 15 

Q.   [15:57:13] On the last column to the right there is a column called "contact" and 16 

there are phone numbers that correspond, if I have understood you well, the numbers 17 

of the reference families; am I right? 18 

A.   [15:57:31] Yes, that is it. 19 

Q.   [15:57:36] This means that for certain children you had contacts with their 20 

family.  You had the contact details of their family.  So my question is:  When you 21 

had the telephone numbers of these families, did you contact them to get documents 22 

corresponding to the age of the children so that you would have more accuracy with 23 

regard to their age?  24 

A.   [15:58:09] Your Honour, I was telling you here, the background in which this 25 
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project was carried out was not a very calm background.  The contact details of 1 

families we have here enabled us to basically prepare the return of the children to 2 

their families.  And most of the parents here, most of the families here were living in 3 

makeshift homes, they were internally displaced people, IDPs.  So it was impossible 4 

to actually have documents from their side.  5 

Q.   [15:58:58] And return of -- "place of return" is the place where the child, after his 6 

stay in these host family or the CTO, was the place that the child would go to? 7 

A.   [15:59:15] That's exactly it.  8 

MS GUISSÉ:  [15:59:19](Interpretation) Your Honour, I'm going to move on to 9 

another point, so if you want to have a break here. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:59:25] A substantial break, so, because we 11 

conclude for today. 12 

Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   13 

I wish everyone a good late afternoon and evening and we see each other tomorrow 14 

at 9.30. 15 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:59:41] All rise. 16 

(The hearing ends in private session at 3.59 p.m.) 17 
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