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International Criminal Court 1 
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Situation: Central African Republic II 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and  4 

Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/18 5 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and 6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung 7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1 8 

Monday, 15 May 2023 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.33 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:33:54] All rise.    11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:18] Good morning, everyone.   14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:34:25] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC 01/14 01/18.   18 

And for the record, we're in open session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:40] Thank you.   20 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  We start with Ms Berdennikova. 21 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:34:48] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 22 

your Honours.  Good morning, everyone present.   23 

The Prosecution is represented this morning by Manochitra Prathaban, Kweku 24 

Vanderpuye, Yassin Mostfa and myself, Maria Berdennikova. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:03] I turn to the representatives of the victims 1 

next.    2 

MR FALL:  [9:35:11](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.  The victims of 3 

the other crimes are represented by Gabriella dos Santos and myself, Yaré Fall. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:23] Mr Suprun.   5 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:35:22] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 6 

Honours.  The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun.  7 

Thank you. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:33] And to the Defence.   9 

Ms Dimitri first. 10 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:35:36] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 11 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.  Mr Yekatom is present in the 12 

courtroom and he's represented this morning by Ms Yousra Lamqaddam, Ms Anta 13 

Guissé, Ms Fiona Houdin, Ms Laurence Hortas-Laberge, Ms Sabrine Bayssat, 14 

Ms Cassandra Oboussier and myself, Mylène Dimitri.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:56] That was not so easy, I would say.  16 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:35:56] No.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:57] Mr Knoops next. 18 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:36:06] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 19 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.  The Defence team of 20 

Mr Ngaïssona is today represented by Mr Michael Rowse on my right side.  The 21 

second row, Ms Tessia Monteiro, Ms Lina Taki and Mathias Goffe.  Mr Ngaïssona is 22 

present, Mr President. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:24] Thank you, Mr Knoops.   24 

And, most importantly, we have a witness, and this is not a new witness, so to speak.  25 
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I will not say it's an old witness, but a witness we have heard already extensively.   1 

Good morning, Mr Witness.  How do you feel today? 2 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1974 (On former oath) 3 

(The witness speaks French) 4 

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 5 

THE WITNESS:  [9:36:40](Interpretation) Good morning to the Court.  Good 6 

morning, your Honour.  Good morning to Defence counsel.  Good morning to the 7 

OTP.  I am well and I am ready for the proceedings.  Thank you. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:59] Well, that sounds wonderful and very 9 

promising.  I heard that we had problems with power outages this morning, so if 10 

this occurs we simply have to try to fix it.   11 

I give Ms Guissé the floor.  12 

We are in open session. 13 

MS GUISSÉ:  [9:37:14](Interpretation) Thank you. 14 

Yes, your Honour.  Unfortunately, for the upcoming questions, I'll have to ask for 15 

private session.  I'll try to see if we can spend a few moments in open session, but, 16 

unfortunately, I don't expect that will be the case. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:41] Yeah.  And since we have an audience, I 18 

try to explain it.  This is a protected witness, and that means that when questions are 19 

asked where the answer could reveal the identity of the witness, we have to do that in 20 

private session so that you can't listen.  So I'm sorry for that, but it cannot be 21 

changed. 22 

So we go to private session and, Ms Guissé, when -- once we are there, you can 23 

continue. 24 

(Private session at 9.38 a.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:38:27] We are in private session Mr President.  1 

QUESTIONED BY MS GUISSÉ: (Continuing) (Interpretation)  2 

Q.   [9:38:33] Good morning, Mr Witness. 3 

A.   [9:38:36] Good morning, Ms Guissé. 4 

Q.   [9:38:40] We're going to resume where we left off nearly two weeks ago.   5 

Now, my first question is this:  In the meantime, have you discussed your testimony 6 

before the Chamber or with anyone whatsoever, or have you discussed the ESF 7 

programme? 8 

A.   [9:39:01] No. 9 

Q.   [9:39:05] You have not met with anyone, no former ESF employees, no ESF 10 

recipients, no investigator? 11 

A.   [9:39:24] No. 12 

Q.   [9:39:34] I'd like to move on to a somewhat different topic, different to what we 13 

were talking about the last time.  The last time, we were looking at transcript 208, 14 

and I believe this had to do with the employees, the ESF staff, some of whom were 15 

members, family members of (Redacted).  And now I'd like to move on to a  16 

number of names that are on the 60-name list, the ESF list.   17 

And I would remind parties and participants that I am referring to 18 

CAR-OTP-2071-0279, tab 124 of the Defence binder.  And so this list, which I call the 19 

60-name ESF list.   20 

Now, item 30, we find (Redacted).  Is that name familiar to you? 21 

A.   [9:40:47] No. 22 

Q.   [9:40:59] We see that on this list we say -- we see Bangui, (Redacted)  23 

is his place of return and someone called (Redacted) is the reference family.   24 

Do you know that person? 25 
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A.   [9:41:19] No. 1 

Q.   [9:41:20] I put it to you that (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) Does that refresh your memory? 3 

A.   [9:41:34] I have no idea. 4 

Q.   [9:41:49] You don't remember (Redacted), but did you have any opportunity to 5 

talk to this person as (Redacted) a recipient of the  6 

ESF benefits? 7 

A.   [9:42:05] No. 8 

Q.   [9:42:14] I'd now like to move on to another name.  We've talked about this 9 

person already, (Redacted).  (Redacted)  This is entry 36 on the 60-name  10 

ESF list.   11 

Now, on the transcript we saw (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)   13 

So a witness told us that (Redacted) was not removed in Pissa, as you said at the hearing,  14 

but he actually -- he went into the programme not after being shortlisted, after a 15 

verification interview, but he came directly to the Mbaïki CTO from his family's 16 

residence in Mbaïki, and that he began the programme following the advice of Yvette.   17 

My question to you is this:  (Redacted) 18 

did you have an opportunity to talk to him about how he managed to get into the 19 

programme? 20 

A.   [9:43:58] Your Honour, I think it's necessary to provide an explanation.  I am 21 

giving testimony under oath and I realise what an oath is.  I cannot depart from my 22 

oath.  (Redacted)  And I reiterate, I've never had any contact with (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted).  As you mentioned, (Redacted).  To the best  24 

of my knowledge, (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted).  When he was with his father --  1 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:44:51] Background noise from the remote location.  The 2 

witness goes on to say: 3 

THE WITNESS:  [9:44:59](Interpretation) When that child joined the group, no one 4 

knew, and he was indeed part of the batch of children that we -- with -- that we took 5 

away from the group in Pissa.  Now, to say that he was never taken away from the 6 

group in Pissa, if the person says -- well, apparently he joined the group in Mbaïki, 7 

but how did that happen, through what channel?  I never had any contact with him 8 

when he was in the programme.  I never spoke to him when he was in the 9 

programme.  All this to say, I think I've said enough.  I leave it at that.  Thank you. 10 

MS GUISSÉ:  [9:45:57](Interpretation) Parties and participants, just a reminder, I'm 11 

referring to the testimony of (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

Q.   [9:46:36] Mr Witness, I'd now like to move on to another name on this list.  15 

Number 39 on the 60-name list, (Redacted).  Does that name ring a bell? 16 

A.   [9:46:53] No. 17 

Q.   [9:47:08] Apparently I made a mistake.  (Redacted)   18 

I'm sorry about that.   19 

So this name does not ring a bell? 20 

A.   [9:47:21] No. 21 

Q.   [9:47:25] I remind you, Mr Witness, that this has been a while, but please pause 22 

three seconds between my question and your answer for the benefit of the 23 

interpreters. 24 

I put it to you, Mr Witness, that this person comes from the same family as  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

A.   [9:47:58] I have no such information. 3 

Q.   [9:48:10] (Redacted) number 26 on the list (Redacted).  We've  4 

already spoken of him.  We already have some evidence that would indicate that this 5 

person was (Redacted). 6 

And I refer you to paragraph 96, CAR-OTP-2122-4905. 7 

Mr Witness, are you aware of the -- this kinship between this person and (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)? 9 

A.   [9:49:03] I have no idea, your Honour.  I can't say that I'm aware of all the 10 

various family ties between these people mentioned here today so I have no idea. 11 

Q.   [9:49:21] (Redacted) was this person one of the recipients who said that  12 

she had no family members in Pissa? 13 

A.   [9:49:33] Your Honour, the shortlisting was done on the basis of the list 14 

provided by the Anti-Balaka general secretariat at the time.  So... 15 

Q.   [9:49:54] Mr Witness, you explained to us there was a verification process, then 16 

recipients were interviewed and they provided information about the location of their 17 

families.  They also gave information about their schooling and where their families 18 

lived, so I'm asking you:  Was (Redacted) one of these people who said during the 19 

interviews that she had no family members in Pissa? 20 

A.   [9:50:34] Your Honour, the proof is that when the project came to an end, all the 21 

children were handed over to the families throughout -- starting with those who were 22 

in Bangui.  No child remained at the Mbaïki CTO.  In other words, (Redacted) was 23 

one of the children who was handed over to the family in Bangui. 24 

Q.   [9:51:09] Now, I realise that you are saying that (Redacted) was returned to her 25 
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family in Bangui, but that wasn't my question.  My question was this:  Was 1 

(Redacted) one of the recipients who told you that she had no family members in Pissa? 2 

A.   [9:51:26] Yes. 3 

Q.   [9:51:35] During the programme, or after the programme, did you have an 4 

opportunity to talk to (Redacted)? 5 

A.   [9:51:48] I had no -- there was no point, or I had no interest in talking to all these 6 

various people. 7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:51:59] Background noise from the remote location. 8 

MS GUISSÉ:  [9:52:04](Interpretation) 9 

Q.   [9:52:04] She never mentioned her family in Pissa, not (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)?  She never mentioned that to you or to ESF staff; is that  11 

what we are to understand? 12 

A.   [9:52:20] Your Honour, when the Defence makes mention of a possible 13 

discussion with me or with ESF staff, I can't speak on behalf of ESF staff who were in 14 

the field implementing the project.  As far as I'm concerned, I never had any 15 

discussion with (Redacted) about her kinship with anyone at all. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:52:49] Ms Guissé, I think he has a point here.  17 

He cannot speak on behalf of others, he can only speak if he himself had contact, yeah.  18 

For future questions, please. 19 

MS GUISSÉ:  [9:53:03](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [9:53:05] Mr Witness, I'll move on to something else now.   21 

Am I correct in saying that (Redacted)? 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [9:53:38] When I asked you whether (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) you said -- transcript T-19 -- you said that you had no knowledge of that.   25 
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My question to you is this:  Is it possible that (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) without you knowing anything about?  Might this be possible? 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:07] Ms Berdennikova.   3 

"Possible"?  Ms Guissé, if anything is possible?  Do you have -- Mr Witness -- we 4 

cannot ask the witness if something might be possible.  But I understand what you 5 

want -- what you are heading at.   6 

So, Mr Witness, do you have any information that such a thing could have happened, 7 

(Redacted)  Have you heard anything, any discussions,  8 

even if from third parties, heard something? 9 

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:54](Interpretation) Your Honour, I must tell you clearly that 10 

(Redacted) was born from (Redacted) so to speak.  It emerged from  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) realised that when (Redacted) many  13 

people did not want to have anything to do (Redacted). Initially, we had no (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)   16 

If people today want to make some kind of link between the organisation (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) they are off the mark (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  They were not directly  19 

involved in (Redacted)  And I had no information to the effect that (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) and I don't even know who went out there and got (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)   22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  So it had to do with his (Redacted) but  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  We need to agree on  7 

this. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:57:33] Well, that was an answer in the end -- in 9 

the end, not in the beginning, but I think we leave it at that.  It's -- it's clearly 10 

upsetting the -- you had to ask that, absolutely, but it's -- the whole thing is answered 11 

now and the witness is getting upset with these issues, specifically with this one.  12 

Please, Ms Guissé. 13 

MS GUISSÉ:  [9:58:03](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 14 

Q.   [9:58:05] Mr Witness, I remind you that I am putting questions to you and I 15 

want these questions to be as targeted as possible, and you had can answer directly.  16 

If you say no, that's fine, I understand your answer.   17 

I'd now like to move on to something else. 18 

Paragraph 19 of your first statement - I'll remind you of the reference, 19 

CAR-OTP-2107-1810 - you mentioned a trip to (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  You mentioned  21 

(Redacted) who was in charge (Redacted).  Am I to  22 

understand that that was (Redacted) is that correct? 23 

A.   [9:59:08] Yes.  He (Redacted) 24 

Q.   [9:59:21] Paragraph 19, you said it was a (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) the various Seleka groups were stationed at that time in 2014? 1 

A.   [9:59:40] Your Honour, that's somewhat difficult since the Court is not familiar 2 

with Boda's location.  At that time, the town of Boda was divided in two.  There 3 

was one camp for the Christians and one camp for the Muslims because that was the 4 

logical outcome of the conflict which pitted Christians against Muslims.  So, logically, 5 

I can confirm that the Seleka group was stationed on the Muslim side and the 6 

Anti-Balaka were on the other side, on the Christian side. 7 

Q.   [10:00:29] (Redacted) did you talk to any of (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

A.   [10:00:41] Your Honour, at that time, when we arrived in (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) but they didn't want to meet us (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) who were victims and explained (Redacted) some events.  We didn't have the 16 

opportunity to meet the (Redacted) themselves. 17 

Q.   [10:01:47] In paragraph 73 in your first statement, you said (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  Could you tell us the date when this took  19 

place? 20 

A.   [10:02:07] Your Honour, unless I'm mistaken or on a mission, (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted).  The programme of (Redacted) was handed over to (Redacted) international 22 

NGO, which was Plan International.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) but unfortunately (Redacted) it's another  24 

programme (Redacted).  We only carried out the preparation for  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

Q.   [10:03:02] Thank you for that clarification.  When you say in paragraph 73 of 2 

your statement, and I quote, "The other (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)."   4 

(Redacted) 5 

A.   [10:03:33] Your Honour, this paragraph was perhaps badly interpreted or 6 

written.  I repeat again:  (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  Unfortunately -- and I say "unfortunately" as already there was  9 

(Redacted) international NGO at (Redacted) it was that organisation (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

Q.   [10:04:27] My last question on this topic.  You explained to us that (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  Without any discussions of that, do you  14 

have names of who was responsible; who were the leaders of the (Redacted) at that time? 15 

A.   [10:04:48] Your Honour, the situation was so tense in (Redacted) that when you 16 

wanted to enter that game to ask the identification or the names of the leaders of the 17 

(Redacted) prepared to 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  We didn't even think about asking the question (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Q.   [10:05:38] I'm now going to move to another topic.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) simply because what we were doing there was a reflection of what was 2 

happening in the territory.  When we were dealing with fighting, there were those 3 

two entities.  There were two communities that were fighting, and in each group 4 

there were children.  (Redacted)  5 

English NGO, War Child, which was looking after those children, and they belonged 6 

to both groups.   7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  There was  12 

the humanitarian funds and through that (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) cooperate with the  17 

local authorities of (Redacted) 18 

A.   [10:08:22] Thank you, your Honour.  (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Q.   [10:08:50] (Redacted) was he satisfied with the work and the  23 

management carried out by ESF?  24 

A.   [10:09:04] Your Honour, was (Redacted)  25 
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he would be satisfied or not?  Was he part of the children?  Was it up to him to be 1 

pleased or not?  I think this question shouldn't even be asked because he wasn't a 2 

recipient of (Redacted) so it doesn't really matter.  He wasn't the target of (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

Q.   [10:09:33] I'm going to rephrase my question.   5 

Were there any difficulties in (Redacted)?  Were there any  6 

difficulties within the framework of activities (Redacted)? 7 

A.   [10:09:54] Your Honour, (Redacted) was an authority and I  8 

cannot say here within the framework of this Court what was the position.  If there 9 

were difficulties, they could have told me directly, but I repeat once again: (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) a solution.   13 

And up to (Redacted) so if there were difficulties, I don't see  14 

why, (Redacted) could still continue to work in (Redacted). And if (Redacted) thought that  15 

he was part of (Redacted) then I think he's no part of  16 

(Redacted) because I repeat that he was not part (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

Q.   [10:11:18] I'm now going to move on to another topic and I'd like to remind you, 20 

Mr Witness, so that we can move ahead, that you can answer very briefly and directly, 21 

(Redacted)  It will speed things up  22 

and you'll be free to go earlier. 23 

I'd like to now move on to another point very briefly.  With the Prosecution, at 227 in 24 

the transcript at 10:22 -- that you were at the Sekia roadblock when you went to the 25 
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signing ceremony.  You said that your arrival was announced and you said there 1 

were already people who were trained.  They were informed.  Would you like to 2 

look at the notes?  For the moment, I'm just reading it out to you.  I'm reading out 3 

the transcript verbatim, so I'm going to quote it in extenso.   4 

So I resume:  Furthermore, they were already informed, they were informed that 5 

here the ESF NGO would leave for Pissa within the framework of the retrieval of the 6 

children associated with armed groups and forces, in particular with the Anti-Balaka.  7 

End of quote. 8 

My question is very specific.  Do you know how your journey was announced and 9 

who announced the fact that you were travelling? 10 

A.   [10:13:02] Your Honour, at that time, if Counsel Guissé was with us, she would 11 

have understood that I was informed.  You know, everybody was informed in 12 

Bangui.  It was 3 kilometres.  At the roadblock, at PK9 at that time there were no 13 

defence security forces and the Anti-Balaka manned the checkpoints and so in order 14 

to leave Bangui -- and when we arrived at the checkpoint, the road -- there was a 15 

roadblock.  It was closed, (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

So this is just to show you that there were calls -- UNICEF called, the minister of 21 

social affairs, called Yekatom, and even my colleague who was already in Mbaïki had 22 

gone to Pissa.  And so they were carrying out the preparations.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  And that's what happened. 25 
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Q.   [10:14:58] If I understand your answer, you really didn't need (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) they already knew who you were when (Redacted) is  2 

that correct? 3 

(Redacted) 4 

Q.   [10:15:14] I'm now going to move on to another point.  I'm going to go back to 5 

the signing ceremony which took place in Pissa.  But before that, I'd like to have a 6 

clarification of (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

Am I to understand that it was (Redacted) who organised that (Redacted)?  12 

A.   [10:16:10] Your Honour, at that time, (Redacted) there was nothing.   13 

(Redacted)  This is something I must tell  14 

the Court.  I asked to have (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) and that's how things developed. 2 

Q.   [10:17:57] Thank you for your answer.  Perhaps I will give you some important 3 

information.  I'm talking about several members of my team to finish with you this 4 

morning so you must tell me -- my question.  When I ask you a question on points 5 

you've already mentioned, you don't have to repeat what you've already said.  It's 6 

just that I'm seeking clarification, so -- the clarification.  7 

So all I wanted to know:  (Redacted)  That's all I want to know.  So  8 

please be careful of how I put questions.  They are very specific questions that can 9 

have very brief answers, okay?  That will help us to move forward as regards the 10 

questions I would still like to put to you. 11 

I understand that this was the first time, Mr Witness, that (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

My question is as follows:  During (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [10:19:35] I can't remember anymore. 19 

Q.   [10:19:44] On page -- on the mid-term report drafted by UNICEF -- and I refer to 20 

the tab 121 of the Defence binder, document CAR-OTP-2068-0558, where it is said, 21 

and I quote:  "The only challenge which we met was the problem of interpretation of 22 

the programme by the communities which confused it with the DDR."  End of quote. 23 

My question is as follows:  Is it correct that at that time there was very intense 24 

communication as regards the DDR programme, and the population were told about 25 
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the advantages they could get through that programme?  Again, please, a very brief 1 

answer. 2 

A.   [10:20:51] Your Honour, for a while back, CAR has always had very difficult 3 

moments through this conflict, so in the daily language of today we only talk about 4 

the DDR.  Even today, the image of the DDR continues because there are still some 5 

groups who have arms.  This is to tell you that if we communicated on this question, 6 

we didn't want to have confusion on the retrieval of these children and the DDR.  So 7 

it's normal, people do confuse the retrieval and looking after the children with the 8 

DDR process. 9 

Q.   [10:21:51] (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) was confused between the (Redacted)  12 

programme and the DDR programme? 13 

A.   [10:22:18] Your Honour, I cannot think about that.  I can't find out what's going 14 

on in his head.  But what I do know, and I stress this, we were restricted and 15 

concentrated on the ESF programme which meant we were retrieving the children 16 

from his group, and that is (Redacted) and the list of the children  17 

were made available to you, and that's all.  That's it. 18 

Q.   [10:22:55] (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) he, too, was confused.  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) he, too, was  23 

confusing your programme with that of the DDR?  (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)    25 
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A.   [10:23:44] Your Honour, when I (Redacted) can I think what was  1 

going on in his head?  Could I imagine that (Redacted) did or did not understand?  2 

(Redacted) 3 

Q.   [10:24:11] Do you remember whether he talked about possible compensation for 4 

the children on the day of the ceremony in Pissa? 5 

A.   [10:24:26] No. 6 

Q.   [10:24:35] No, you don't remember, or no he didn't talk about it? 7 

A.   [10:24:48] I never heard -- at that time, I never heard him talking about possible 8 

compensation -- compensation on the basis of what and why, so I never heard any 9 

talk about compensation. 10 

Q.   [10:25:07] More specifically, as regards the day of the actual ceremony, I would 11 

like to tell you something another witness said, who assisted in this ceremony and 12 

described the people present as such.  He said there was the mayor, the responsible 13 

of ESF, the local authorities of Pissa, a director of a school, a representative of the 14 

gendarmerie, some local chiefs, representatives of the ministry of social affairs, and 15 

some recipients.  Does that correspond to your recollection? 16 

A.   [10:26:00] Your Honour, I entirely rely on the wording of that witness, but 17 

unfortunately his list is not exhaustive.  He forgot to mention some members of the 18 

group as members of the Anti-Balaka who participated in this ceremony. 19 

Q.   [10:26:30] So, in fact, Mr Witness, let's be clear.  I'm showing -- I'm telling 20 

you -- I'm reading out extracts.  This does not mean that the witness didn't speak 21 

about other things, but I'm doing it bit by bit just so that we're clear about that.  Is it 22 

correct that during this ceremony, the president of authorities drew bystanders who 23 

were curious, including children who had nothing to do with the ESF programme but 24 

who were curious to find out what was going on?  Was that something you also 25 
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noticed? 1 

A.   [10:27:19] Your Honour, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) I wasn't worried to see  4 

who was in the group or not.  I wasn't as curious as that. 5 

Q.   [10:27:54] We heard in this Court a witness say, and I'm referring here to (Redacted) 6 

who mentions the day of signing in Pissa and says that a meeting was planned for the 7 

meeting between Mr Yekatom, the members of ESF and the representatives of the 8 

ministry of social affairs with the director but that Mr Yekatom only arrived in the 9 

afternoon.  Do you recollect that?  Does that jog your memory? 10 

A.   [10:28:34] (Redacted)  11 

this is information which I don't recall at all. 12 

Q.   [10:28:55] On that day, according to the same witness, the representatives of the 13 

ministries waited, because it was important that they -- that they had to go back to 14 

Bangui the next day; does that jog your memory? 15 

A.   [10:29:11] Madam, your Honour, ESF organised this session with the 16 

representatives of the ministry of social affairs, so that witness doesn't have before 17 

him our action plan or our plan of activities to make such a statement.  We all left 18 

Bangui to Pissa and from Pissa to Mbaïki, and those people from the ministry 19 

followed ESF and everything that had to be done.  So to say that they had to wait to 20 

go back to Bangui is a pure lie because the person didn't have the programme before 21 

them and that's why he spoke in such a manner.   22 

For the parties and the Chamber, I'm referring to the witness P-2082, transcript 217, 23 

who says --  24 

And here, Mr Witness, this which I mentioned, talked about -- and he said that he 25 
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noticed that Mr Yekatom was reluctant to sign the agreement because, and I quote, he 1 

thought it was something different than what the NGO had explained to him 2 

beforehand.   3 

This witness also says specifically in his statement that -- CAR-OTP-2122-4558, that he 4 

was prepared to hand over the children, however, it was difficult to convince him to 5 

sign an agreement. 6 

My question is as follows:  Can you confirm that on that day, Mr Yekatom was 7 

reluctant to sign the agreement? 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:14] Mr Witness, before you answer, I think, 9 

Ms Berdennikova, you have an issue with that question?  10 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [10:31:28] Your Honours, yes, I had concerns, specifically at 11 

the beginning of the question, that it was heading towards more speculative grounds.   12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:37] No, it's not speculative. 13 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  But I sat down before the very end of the question.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:39] Okay.  No, no, the -- the question is not 15 

objectionable at all. 16 

So, Mr Witness, you were there.  Did you recognise a reluctance in signing this 17 

document in Mr Yekatom, like described by this witness that Ms Guissé has cited? 18 

THE WITNESS:  [10:32:10](Interpretation) Your Honour, I am telling your Court that 19 

this is an out and out lie.  This is truly a lie.  There was no hesitation or reluctance 20 

in Pissa when the document was signed.  There was no reluctance.  So if there had 21 

been reluctance, if Mr Yekatom --  22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:32:45] Inaudible. 23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:32:47](Interpretation) He had to stay -- he had to stay in Pissa 24 

and with -- but there was no reticence.  He cooperated with the NGO and he handed 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-229-Red2-ENG WT 15-05-2023 21/98 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1974 

15.05.2023          Page 22 
 

over the children.  I reiterate, there was no reluctance. 1 

MS GUISSÉ:  [10:33:09](Interpretation) 2 

Q.   [10:33:10] This very same witness told us that, in response to Mr Yekatom's 3 

reticence, the director general of the ministry of social affairs, who intervened and 4 

provided explanations, saying to him that it was necessary for him to sign the 5 

agreement, and that explanation was provided in front of everyone in attendance, 6 

including recipients.  Am I to understand from your previous reply that you don't 7 

remember or you're saying that that didn't happen -- that the explanations from 8 

Ms Seremandji to Mr Yekatom, that she had given him explanations why he should 9 

sign? 10 

A.   [10:34:02] That information is not in my purview.  I really can't say more than 11 

that. 12 

Q.   [10:34:18] You just said that you don't have that information, that it escapes you, 13 

does that mean you don't remember? 14 

A.   [10:34:30] Your Honour, I was in Pissa on the same day, and we were with this 15 

lady together, and I don't know when there was that negotiations.  I personally do 16 

not know anything about hesitation or reluctance on the part of Mr Yekatom, but in 17 

my opinion there was no reluctance up until the time that the document was signed.  18 

If there had been reticence and this lady had intervened without my knowing, that's 19 

one thing, but only Ms Seremandji can tell you what she did to bring about the 20 

signing of this document. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:23] But, Mr Witness, you have been there 22 

when the document was signed.  That's correct, yeah; that's a correct understanding? 23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:35:39](Interpretation) Your Honour, the disclaimers --  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:46](Overlapping speakers) Just a short -- it's a 25 
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short answer.  Yes or no, please.  Did you -- I have a follow-up question.  Have 1 

you been there?  2 

THE WITNESS:  [10:35:51](Interpretation) Yes.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:51](Overlapping speakers) Yes, so --  4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:35:53] Overlapping.  The witness repeats, "yes". 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:57] Well, there's necessary overlapping when 6 

I interrupt the witness, I have to apologise for that.   7 

So, Mr Witness, you were there. 8 

So when we are speaking about reluctance and when Ms Guissé is speaking about 9 

reluctance, you might have noticed that the signing of the process by Mr Yekatom 10 

was not smooth.  That means, you know, when you are there, you're observing that 11 

it's an important hour for you and all the others that are there, have you noticed 12 

anything that -- before the document was signed?  There have been, for example, 13 

discussions, Mr Yekatom with others.  There was some, you know, he -- it did not go 14 

so quick as it was thought, the signing process.  Things like that.  That is meant by 15 

reticence and reluctance.   16 

It's not -- we are talking not here about an inner process, which you cannot assess.  17 

We are talking about, let's say, outer facts that would be visible to a spectator.  18 

THE WITNESS:  [10:37:12](Interpretation) Your Honour, I can confirm to you once 19 

again that on that day I personally -- I did not sense any reticence and I didn't see any 20 

such reticence.  So I can't say the contrary, so there was no reticence.  21 

Ms Seremandji was mentioned, but I don't know what role she played on that day to 22 

bring the parties to an agreement, but there was no reticence in my opinion. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:37:50] Okay.  Yes, Ms Guissé. 24 

MS GUISSÉ:  [10:37:56](Interpretation) 25 
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Q.   [10:37:59] In any event, do we agree that it was necessary and important to get 1 

this agreement, this disclaimer, so that the project would be validated and that there 2 

would be an official sort of handover?  Was this written document important; is that 3 

correct?  4 

A.   [10:38:22] Yes. 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

Q.   [10:40:17] Thank you for that clarification.  I'd like to move on to something 23 

else now.   24 

Once again, about this day in Pissa.  Paragraph 43 of your first statement you say, 25 
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and I quote:   1 

Sixty children were identified and went to the town hall, and later on we determined 2 

that they were between six and 18 years of age.  End of quote. 3 

Which children are you referring to when you said that 60 children were 4 

identified -- identified with a view to sending them to the Mbaïki CTO? 5 

A.   [10:41:04] The ones who were supposed to go to the Mbaïki CTO. 6 

Q.   [10:41:19] Transcript 228, during the hearing you said that you were told that 7 

day that 43 were there and then 17 followed other -- went off with other community 8 

members to gather caterpillars.  You -- paragraph 43, you talked about 60 children 9 

who were identified.  They were supposed to go to the CTO, but on the list there are 10 

no children under 12 years of age.   11 

Is this another error relating to age? 12 

A.   [10:42:10] Your Honour, when you talk about children, you're not -- you're 13 

talking about, well, the interval or the range, six to 18 children.  You just target one 14 

particular range and it's only later, after you have worked and determined which 15 

child is aged what -- well, in our jargon, we talk about a particular range or interval.  16 

Six to 18, that's part of our jargon, so to speak, in our profession. 17 

Q.   [10:43:01] I'm sorry.  I am not so sure I understand.  So when you said that 18 

"we later established were between the ages of 6 to 18", you're talking about a range, 19 

not about specific ages, is that what I should understand? 20 

A.   [10:43:19] Generally speaking, this is the sort of thing we say.  Once the 21 

exhaustive work has been done, we determine the true identity and the true age of the 22 

children under our care. 23 

Q.   [10:43:40] So if I've understood correctly, in actual fact, you did not determine 24 

that the children who were supposed to go to the Mbaïki CTO were really between 25 
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six and 18.  The word "established" -- this word "established" was not used correctly 1 

in your statement, is that so? 2 

A.   [10:44:05] Your Honour, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  This was a  4 

ceremony we were attending.  During the speeches, when people were talking about 5 

what was done in the field, we talked about these things, awaiting the more technical 6 

experts, so to speak, to provide more detailed information about what had been done. 7 

Q.   [10:44:49] Okay.  I'd now like to move on to another topic, your Honour. 8 

Now, Mr Witness, transcript 227, you said that (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-229-Red2-ENG WT 15-05-2023 26/98 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1974 

15.05.2023          Page 27 
 

(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

A.   [10:50:09] Your Honour, I don't know.  Is that question relevant to the issues at 22 

hand, namely, the rights (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:50:36] Mr Witness, please answer the question, 25 
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yeah.  I give you a few questions, Ms Guissé, but we are not -- we are not 1 

discussing -- he has a point, but this specific question we allow.  (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:52:06] Now, Mr Witness, that was not the 11 

question.  The question was if there were any -- it's not -- nobody's reproaching you 12 

but we just want to understand if there were any problems (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  That was the question, if you have  14 

any knowledge about that. 15 

THE WITNESS:  [10:52:36](Interpretation) Your Honour, there were no (Redacted) 16 

problems as such, but it was -- I'm just -- well, I'm -- these are justifications in relation 17 

to (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) and what actually happened in the field,  19 

and with -- (Redacted)   20 

(Redacted) -- with the advent of COVID-19,  21 

(Redacted)  22 

Everything was done.  There were no (Redacted) problems.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  But the mistake was, you see,  25 
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COVID happened and at the time (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  There  2 

were no problems (Redacted). 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:09] (Redacted) a  4 

report by (Redacted) and did this -- and this was the question, and we can, before the 5 

break we can answer that. 6 

THE WITNESS:  [10:54:25] C'est ça.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:26] So, yeah.  So did this report of the 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  Just to put it on the spot.  11 

THE WITNESS:  [10:55:00](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  Once again I 12 

reiterate before this Court, I swore to give testimony.  (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) so I  16 

have nothing on my conscience, and everyone might think (Redacted).  I  17 

will return back to it soon.  So there you have it. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:55:53] That was really a long prelude, but we 19 

have an answer.  If you have any documents or things like that, simply -- well, okay 20 

then, please continue.   21 

If you start something completely new, I would say we have -- not completely, if you 22 

want to go into another topic, we can have the break now.  Otherwise, if you want to 23 

follow up from there, we will hear the questions.  24 

MS GUISSÉ:  [10:56:17](Interpretation) Once again, this is a question having to do 25 
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with (Redacted) but somewhat different.   1 

I'm a bit worried about the time remaining.  If I do -- if I could use my five minutes 2 

before the break, even though I may have to leave off in the middle of a question, 3 

that's okay. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:46] Now we have also the possibility to 5 

shorten the lunch break, I would say.  I think that's better.  We do it this way.  And 6 

that should really suffice then.  Okay.   7 

Break until 11.30. 8 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:57:00] All rise. 9 

(Recess taken at 10.57 a.m.)   10 

(Upon resuming in private session at 11.30 a.m.) 11 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:30:45] All rise. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:08] Well, it makes more sense to extend this 14 

session, obviously, so Ms Guissé will finish before whatever shortened lunch break, 15 

and then we continue in the afternoon with the next witness. 16 

Ms Guissé, please. 17 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:31:29](Interpretation) Your Honour, to be quite clear, I haven't 18 

made as much progress as I would have liked, so I'm not absolutely sure.  I will do 19 

everything I can but I can't promise that I will finish this morning, unfortunately.  I 20 

would like to put my cards on the table now so that you don't have an unpleasant 21 

surprise.   22 

I don't see the witness.  I don't know if there's a technical problem. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:32:15] It could be a power outage.  Well, that 24 

does not help with the -- power outage does not help finishing the witness' testimony.  25 
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So -- but we're reconnecting.   1 

Yes, please, Ms Guissé. 2 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:32:38](Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [11:32:39] Mr Witness, I'm going to resume the line of my questioning.  Please 4 

try and be as precise as possible.   5 

I'm going -- going to the (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

My question is as follows:  How did (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

A.   [11:33:48] Thank you, your Honour.  (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) vis-à-vis the state, the country. 20 

Q.   [11:35:18] I think in English I see -- I see -- in French, we -- we are in order.  We 21 

are in (Redacted).  This is not you, Mr Witness, we are sort of in (Redacted).   22 

(Redacted) 23 

We obtained two documents from the services, and I'd like you to tell us what they 24 

mean.  And with my colleague I'd like us to display the first document, which is tab 25 
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10 of the Defence binder, (Redacted) which is a letter of  1 

29 June 2022 of the (Redacted).  So this is 29  2 

June 2022.   3 

So this is the response to the correspondence, and the part I'm interested in is in the 4 

next page which ends in 84.  And here it says:   5 

"We're sending you the list of people (Redacted)   6 

And (Redacted) on the first position there, then the other names, and number 4 is 7 

(Redacted)   8 

So my first question is, within the framework of (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

A.   [11:37:58] Thank you, your Honour.  (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) then  19 

there is a different system, or breaking down of the system which is used within the 20 

country.  (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

Q.   [11:40:01] Sorry, there seems to be an interruption.  You were interrupted in the 2 

middle of your answer.  I understood that you were saying there were (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

So my question is: The (Redacted) do you agree, the information that they have is based  8 

on what the (Redacted) provided as information? 9 

A.   [11:41:08] Thank you, your Honour.  I can't work -- I don't work for the (Redacted).  10 

(Redacted) that this document was perhaps only partially provided but  11 

(Redacted).  Your Honour, there's a clear  12 

difference which I'd like to make as regards -- so that you fully understand. (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  So I'd like the Court  20 

to understand the difference. 21 

Q.   [11:42:36] (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  And I'm asking you the same question for 2013 and 2014? 25 
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A.   [11:43:08] Thank you, your Honour.  I really question the morality of this 1 

particular document.  How -- (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  So I really don't know  6 

how you can establish a document in (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:44:11] We are now, I think -- I let it pass a while, 10 

but the witness has answered, and we are distancing ourselves now too much from 11 

the subject matter of this case and what is really relevant here.  What the situation 12 

was in (Redacted) important is what happened in 2014.  Yeah.  So  13 

really we have to move on here. 14 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:44:45](Interpretation) I agree with you, your Honour.  I don't 15 

know if my question was very clear, but I wanted to ask the (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted).  But I'm interested in 2013 and 2014, because I'm interested  17 

in finding out who (Redacted) there in 2013 and 2014.  We have a document with  18 

the names, perhaps it was a -- my question wasn't sufficiently clear, but the question 19 

remains, these (Redacted) who are mentioned on the document which you can  20 

see in front of you, were they (Redacted) in 2013 and 2014, particularly 2014 (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:45:30] That is, of course, okay.  Yeah, 23 

but -- yeah, okay.  Good. 24 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:45:45](Interpretation) 25 
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Q.   [11:45:46] Was my question clear, these five individuals --  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:45:50] Mr Witness, we have (Redacted)  2 

and the question is: 2013, 2014, according to your recollection, to your knowledge, did 3 

these (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) in general? 5 

THE WITNESS:  [11:46:13](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  Number 2, 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:46:50](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [11:46:51] Now I'd like to move to another document, which is tab 11, 11 

CAR-D29-0007-0186, which is a letter (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  This deals with the (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

So my question is as follows:  Am I to understand that for the (Redacted) of 2013  18 

and 2014 who were (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

A.   [11:48:23] Your Honour, (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) it's with the passage of time (Redacted) our legal  23 

requirements.  (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) at the end  25 
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of their report.  (Redacted)  So you see, at the  1 

very beginning, as Ms Guissé has said, indeed, it is correct that at that time, as I was 2 

saying, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) it was not compulsory (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) or two years, then it was  5 

necessary (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted).  It's with the  9 

passage of the time (Redacted) legal obligations. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:10] If there is not another pertinent document, 11 

could we please move on with the subject matter.  Thank you.  12 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:50:18](Interpretation) Yes, your Honour, I'm now going to move on 13 

to another point.  I need to have enough time to raise all the points. 14 

Q.   [11:50:26] Mr Witness, do you remember somebody called (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)?  What was his role? 16 

A.   [11:50:41] Thank you.  (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

Q.   [11:50:55] And when you say "at that time", (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) of 2014; is that correct? 20 

A.   [11:51:10] I don't know.  (Redacted) I can't  21 

remember because it's such a long time ago and (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) I don't recall.  I can't remember anymore. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:51:28] At least, at the time.  Yeah, okay. 24 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:51:32](Interpretation) 25 
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Q.   [11:51:33] In your recollections you talk about (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) at any point in time? 2 

A.   [11:51:51] Your Honour, I cannot remember what (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) because (Redacted) at that time. 4 

Q.   [11:52:04] Do you remember (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) and what was his role? 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Q.   [11:52:45] And he managed (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) is that correct? 11 

A.   [11:52:59] I don't know.  There was already, (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) so they  13 

were all involved (Redacted) 14 

Q.   [11:53:18] I'm now going to move on to another topic as regards (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)   16 

In paragraph 28 of your first statement you mentioned, and I quote:  (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

My first question:  Was the same (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) or were there (Redacted) 21 

different (Redacted)? 22 

A.   [11:54:02] Thank you, your Honour.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) And, so, there was a lagging  1 

behind (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

Q.   [11:56:07] So I understand from your answer that (Redacted) only had access to 16 

your (Redacted) reports? 17 

A.   [11:56:16] That is correct. 18 

Q.   [11:56:20] Another point:  Are you aware that within (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) Do you have any recollection of that.  And, if yes, what funds were used 21 

to (Redacted)? 22 

A.   [11:56:54] Your Honour, I can only talk today about things which (Redacted).  23 

(Redacted) therefore, I do not know what mechanism was in  24 

(Redacted)  I'm not aware of what went on. 25 
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Q.   [11:57:22] I'm going to move on.  You just pointed out that in paragraph 29 of 1 

your first statement that the project was supposed to be implemented by the ministry 2 

of social affairs; however, they did not have the capacity to do so.  The ESF took over 3 

and in your -- in 29 you said because the ministry didn't have the capacity to 4 

implement this.   5 

So my question is:  They didn't have enough competence to do so or they didn't have 6 

enough work staff to do so?  What was the position? 7 

A.   [11:58:08] Your Honour, what is the role of NGOs?  The NGOs who are 8 

authorised, who have been set up by the state are there to help the state who are not 9 

in a position to implement their programmes.  So the ministry cannot recruit the 10 

activity leaders directly so that they could implement this project.  That's why we 11 

had to go via the NGOs and it is those NGOs who recruited the personnel for the 12 

implementation of the projects.   13 

Nevertheless, this project was managed by the state because the state also played a 14 

role, so Mr Kongaye who was responsible, number-one person within the ministry of 15 

social affairs for this project, so in terms of capacity, the ministry was there.  But as 16 

regards resources, human resources, the ministry couldn't have direct contact with 17 

certain individuals to implement this particular programme.  They had to go via an 18 

NGO who would recruit the necessary staff.  But this would be under the aegis of 19 

the government.  So this programme was done under the umbrella of the ministry of 20 

social affairs. 21 

Q.   [11:59:47] We have a document signed by (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  You said in your previous answers that this was an  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) was supposed to be supervised? 3 

A.   [12:00:31] Your Honour, these are matters that escaped my knowledge at the 4 

time.  As I was telling you, (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) and if such a problem cropped up, I can tell  6 

you that it is only now that I am informed that there was difficult (Redacted) to certain 7 

documents.  (Redacted) this problem cropped up at the time, I can tell you that I did 8 

not have any knowledge of it. 9 

Q.   [12:01:22] One other point:  You explained -- transcript 227, quote:  (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)   12 

You also have said that (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

My question to you is this:  Why didn't (Redacted)  16 

before that date, (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [12:02:28] Your Honour, I don't know how -- well, perhaps we haven't 19 

understood one another, but in any event, registering with the ministry of social 20 

affairs as a partner is one thing, but to register as an NGO is something different. (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

A.   [12:05:02] (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) to sign for for  15 

expenditures and outlays.  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) but I don't know at what level (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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Q.   [12:06:49] Not to worry, Mr Witness.  If you don't know, just say that you don't 1 

know and that's not a problem. 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  Did the ministry of social affairs  4 

take part (Redacted)? 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

Q.   [12:09:21] In a document signed by (Redacted) indicated that UNICEF  22 

had allocated a lump (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

A.   [12:09:40] I didn't see the document signed by (Redacted) what I'm  25 
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saying is that UNICEF provided the funding in accordance with its policy (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

A.   [12:10:11] Your Honour, I no longer recall the exact amount.  I don't have the 5 

documents at hand. 6 

Q.   [12:10:23] Well, I'm not asking for exact amounts.  Could you give us, perhaps, 7 

a range of possible numbers? 8 

A.   [12:10:33] I wouldn't want to venture -- I wouldn't want to the give a number 9 

that I'm not sure of. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:10:46] Well, it's -- excuse me, Ms Guissé.  11 

Please, allow me.  It's understandable that you don't know the exact figure.  But can 12 

you give us at least an idea of what it was, you know, a range?  What you would say, 13 

"Well, the minimum like that, but it was definitely not more like that."  Would you 14 

be in the position to do that? 15 

THE WITNESS:  [12:11:16](Interpretation) (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  In this particular case, as I've been saying, to be totally honest, I no 17 

longer know what (Redacted) 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:11:38] Well, I've tried. 19 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:11:47](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [12:11:47] You indicated that the (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) is that  22 

correct? 23 

A.   [12:12:05] Yes, that is correct. 24 

Q.   [12:12:13] According to a document written by (Redacted) and I'm referring  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  Could you tell us what happened? 2 

A.   [12:12:51] Thank you, your Honour.  I think that if (Redacted) made  3 

mention, if (Redacted) made mention of (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) that is an incorrect assessment, very much  5 

an incorrect assessment of the matter.  (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

Your Honour, before this Court, and I'm speaking under oath, I respect my oath and I 12 

reiterate my oath:  There was no (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  There was just -- there was  22 

nothing left. 23 

Q.   [12:15:44] Am I to understand from your response that once the programme 24 

came to an end, the 60 children at the Mbaïki CTO each got 50,000 CFA francs.  Is 25 
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this what you're telling us?  Is this what we are to understand? 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:16:23] Correction:  The 60 children only got 50,000 to 4 

establish themselves. 5 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:16:30](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [12:16:30] I'm asking these questions about the programme and about these 7 

amounts because we did hear one witness -- P-2475 -- said that the programme lasted 8 

three months and normally the children were then supposed to go back to the centre 9 

after three months.  Was that provided for?  (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

A.   [12:17:09] Thank you, your Honour.  Child protection standards are such that 13 

when it comes to children who are associated with armed forces and groups, the 14 

process meets this standard.  Once the child is at a CTO, it is just -- that is just for a 15 

particular activity.  These are psychosocial activities.  Once the activities are over, 16 

over the three months, the children must be placed in a foster family.  When they are 17 

placed in a foster family, the goal -- once the child is in a foster family, the goal is to 18 

have the child to return to family life and return to society.  Life with -- that is why --  19 

Q.   [12:18:19] I beg your pardon -- I beg your pardon.  Sorry to interrupt you.  We 20 

have limited amount of time.  I'm asking you a specific thing.   21 

My question is this:  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  And then after that we will see.  But, please, just answer my  24 

question. 25 
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A.   [12:18:46] No, the children were not supposed to go back to the CTO. 1 

Q.   [12:18:50] I have asked you that because the same witness said before this Court, 2 

and I quote:  "They only gave 45,000 francs.  They lied to us.  They told us that we 3 

would get training to learn a trade".  And he hinted that the programme ended 4 

abruptly.  This is witness P-2475. 5 

A.   [12:19:32] Your Honour, when a person cannot meet expectations -- well, when 6 

the person's expectations are not met, that is how they speak.  This person makes 7 

mention of the project coming to an abrupt halt.  But, you see, this project was 8 

overseen by the ministry and this is really, truly -- this was with -- the children were 9 

brought back to the families and I can tell you that they got 50,000, and since UNICEF 10 

told us that there was no package for training, we couldn't go beyond what UNICEF 11 

had given us.  That's all. 12 

Q.   [12:20:44] In your previous response, you said that all the recipients at the 13 

Mbaïki CTO got 50,000 at the end of the programme and we have a document -- I'm 14 

referring to the statement of P-2476, CAR-OTP-2127-0155, paragraph 61.  And this 15 

person said that he only got 20,000 CFA francs.  So my question to you is this:  Are 16 

you sure -- (Redacted) are you sure that all the children  17 

did actually receive 50,000 francs at the end of the programme? 18 

A.   [12:21:45] Your Honour, I can confirm here that the policy established for the 19 

provision of these funds was not to give the children the money directly before taking 20 

them back to their families.  These children were supposed to get the money.  We 21 

had to provide them money to their parents directly for the follow-up so that the 22 

parents could take over.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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Q.   [12:22:53] To your knowledge, during the ESF programme, was there a strike on 1 

the part of the recipients, or, rather, sort of a protest, or a movement at the Mbaïki 2 

CTO during the course of the programme? 3 

A.   [12:23:23] I have no such information about a strike.  4 

(Counsel confers)  5 

Q.   [12:24:06] Am I to understand that under the conditions and the programme 6 

ended -- (Redacted) am I to understand that there was no second phase of training, 7 

that there was no second phase and the programme ended with the provision of these 8 

amounts to the recipients? 9 

A.   [12:24:39] Thank you, your Honour.  Within this programme, there was just a 10 

promise from UNICEF.  They were supposed to free up additional funding so those 11 

children could go to the training phase.  But even now, if you were to ask the 12 

question of UNICEF, UNICEF never made the funding available -- even up until now, 13 

so it was not done. 14 

Q.   [12:25:21] If I understand correctly, you're telling us that the programme ended 15 

in October 2014, if my memory serves, and that was that, and up until now there has 16 

been no continuation or follow-up? 17 

A.   [12:25:42] That's right, your Honour. 18 

Q.   [12:25:46] I'd now like to move on to another topic and this is about after (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  Is it correct that (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) namely, the case against Mr Yekatom? 22 

A.   [12:26:22] I haven't understood your question. 23 

Q.   [12:26:27] Yes or no -- (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) in this  25 
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case? 1 

A.   [12:26:50] Your Honour, I am a lawyer and (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  So  8 

that particular matter did not really go anywhere.  When the Defence want to Bangui, 9 

I was called upon to discuss and (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

Q.   [12:28:25] Can you confirm that you were in touch with (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) in this case?  (Redacted) 13 

A.   [12:28:42] I don't recognise.  I don't acknowledge.  14 

Q.   [12:28:50] Tab 140 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2135-2412, tab 140, and if we 15 

could go to page 24 -- this is a form actually.  This is (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  Can you see it?  19 

A.   [12:29:54] Yes. 20 

Q.   [12:29:54] Does that refresh your memory?  Do you remember being in touch 21 

with (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [12:30:12] Thank you, your Honour.  I think a clarification is required 24 

regarding this document.   25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  And the filings -- the filing up on the screen, I  5 

don't even know who wrote this, (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) I didn't have that in mind (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

Q.   [12:32:04] So perhaps I have a first explanation.  You can see there's a black 13 

square.  Could you display the document, because I don't think the witness is seeing 14 

this document, but there's a black box which indicates that (Redacted)  15 

was redacted, so your -- (Redacted) but it  16 

doesn't appear on this document.  So are you saying that this was placed on the 17 

document (Redacted) is that what we are to understand? 18 

A.   [12:32:40] (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  I don't even know why  20 

they included (Redacted).  I had not even seen this document before (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Q.   [12:33:07] You can remove the document from the screen, (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

I put it to you that this young lady that we see on the screen is called (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

My question:  Is it just a coincidence that (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

A.   [12:34:26] Thank you, your Honour.  Even if I look at her, I don't know this 7 

lady.  As I'm under oath, I do not know her.  And even my (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) so I don't  13 

know what happened here. 14 

Q.   [12:35:23] We can withdraw the document from the screen.  I'm going to move 15 

on to another topic.  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) -- for the case against  17 

Mr Yekatom?  Did anyone approach you? 18 

A.   [12:35:57] I have nothing against Mr Yekatom, and, morally speaking, I cannot 19 

have a case against Mr Yekatom.  (Redacted) 20 

Q.   [12:36:34] (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) within this case before Yekatom, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) but what they should do in this particular case in front of  2 

the Court? 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

A.   [12:38:24] Your Honour, I cannot talk on behalf of (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

Q.   [12:38:42] Without using the word (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  Does that in any way jog your memory? 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [12:40:18] Your Honour, I can only (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) but I do not  25 
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acknowledge or recognise that (Redacted) someone or recommended someone to (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

Q.   [12:40:45] For clarification, if (Redacted) is problematic for you, as with  3 

regards to Mr Mborolo (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  Even if it wasn't done in writing, did you (Redacted)   6 

Did you speak about them?  Did you say they should be (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

A.   [12:41:31] Your Honour, I think that (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) it  12 

could also be that (Redacted)  But I didn't  13 

expressly, explicitly say that at this particular place or this particular point, you 14 

should do something (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  But, generally speaking,  17 

to say that (Redacted) certain individuals, no. 18 

Q.   [12:42:52] So, with a brief answer, with the same (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [12:43:31] Proof to the contrary, I don't really have much dealings with (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

A.   [12:44:33] Your Honour, I'm telling you that (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  But I wasn't present as regards that training and I  13 

didn't really know what was going on so I can't tell you anything more than that.  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

Q.   [12:46:05] To be clear, Mr Witness, when you said (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [12:46:13] Yes, the ICC. 19 

Q.   [12:46:24] I'm now going to move to another topic, Mr Witness. 20 

A witness said before this Court that there were meetings in (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Did you participate in such a meeting? 24 

A.   [12:47:01] As far as I know, your Honour, no, I did not participate in this type of 25 
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meeting. 1 

Q.   [12:47:11] And without having participated, were you aware that such meetings 2 

took place at the (Redacted) 3 

A.   [12:47:26] Well, as far as I know, it was after -- (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) which took place (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) but  10 

since there wasn't a meeting room big enough to receive (Redacted)  11 

they preferred that the meeting took place (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) and that's  13 

what took place. 14 

Personally, I didn't participate, so I don't know what was discussed and what was 15 

sorted out during that meeting. 16 

Q.   [12:49:03] If I understand your answer correctly, (Redacted) kept you  17 

updated on this meeting? 18 

A.   [12:49:09] Yes, indeed. 19 

Q.   [12:49:16] And do you remember the date of that meeting? 20 

A.   [12:49:26] No, I don't remember. 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [12:50:03] I'd like to move to another topic now. 24 

Do you remember (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

A.   [12:50:19] Yes, I know (Redacted) 2 

Q.   [12:50:24] I would like to show you his photo, (Redacted)   3 

Do you recognise him?  Is that him?  Is that the person we're talking about?  That's 4 

tab 87.  5 

A.   [12:50:47] Yes, that's him. 6 

Q.   [12:50:57] We have an exchange of (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Do you know anything about this?  Do you know anything about what happened 10 

here and how (Redacted) was contacted about it? 11 

A.   [12:51:35] Thank you, your Honour.  I have no knowledge of that particular 12 

situation.  This is the first time I hear about it. 13 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:51:47] For the parties and the Court I'm referring to tab 94, 14 

document CAR-D29-0019-0048 and 49.  15 

Q.   [12:52:04] I would like to show you another document now, which is tab 88 of 16 

the Defence binder, CAR-D29-0132 -- 29-0019-0048. 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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Q.   [12:53:30] Can you see on the screen on the left-hand side where (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

Q.   [12:53:42] (Redacted)   4 

So my question is:  Do you know whether (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) created (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)?  Did you know that or did you not know that?  If you didn't  7 

know, just say so. 8 

A.   [12:54:13] I don't know.  I don't know.  So for me, it's the first time that I see 9 

this page for (Redacted) 10 

Q.   [12:54:26] In our file we have another conversation where the individual who 11 

managed the (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [12:55:02] Thank you, your Honour.  (Redacted)  Some things escape the 17 

attention (Redacted).  I do not know why the people said this.  For me, this is the 18 

first time -- I must tell you, this is the first time that I see this page and that's why I'm 19 

saying this is new information for me. 20 

Q.   [12:55:27] For the Chamber and the parties, I'm referring to tab 98, 21 

CAR-D29-0019-0126, in particular page 0127.   22 

I'm now going to move to another point but which is linked. 23 

Do you know (Redacted)? 24 

A.   [12:56:11] I know (Redacted). 25 
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Q.   [12:56:24] What was his role in (Redacted)? 1 

(Redacted) 2 

Q.   [12:56:40] We have a document where (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) doesn't want to hear anything about (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) otherwise, and I quote: "It  5 

risks -- he runs the risk that he's going to pay dearly for that." 6 

Why did (Redacted) why did they have a  7 

problem with (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

A.   [12:57:38] Thank you, your Honour.  As we're going back to the question of the 11 

(Redacted) that gentleman, today, he owes me respect because he  12 

didn't know me in the beginning.   13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  And what  24 

I'm telling you, and I repeat to you before the Court, I -- saying this under oath, this 25 
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gentleman's behaviour, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:59:46] Ms Guissé, I envision that you will not 6 

finish anyway before the break, or will you?  Because otherwise then we simply 7 

make the lunch break and start with the other witness tomorrow. 8 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:00:03](Interpretation) Yes, in actual fact, considering the previous 9 

responses, which have led me to drop a number of questions, I think I can conclude 10 

now, before 1:30, in any event. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:00:20] To the interpreters, can we continue?  Is 12 

that fine with you?  Okay, thank you.   13 

Then please continue, Ms Guissé.   14 

Much appreciated. 15 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:00:39](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [13:00:39] I'd like to move on to something else now.   17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [13:00:56] Well ... 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:01:17] So we have to wait until the connection is 20 

re-established. 21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:01:24] Interpreter correction -- the question was: (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Pause in proceedings) 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:28] So we are so short before the finishing 25 
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line, then we wait. 1 

(Pause in proceedings) 2 

MR KNOOPS:  [13:03:11] Mr President. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:03:14] Mr Knoops. 4 

MR KNOOPS:  [13:03:20] To kill the time, so to speak.   5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Very good, yes.   6 

MR KNOOPS:  [13:03:23] We don't have any questions for this witness. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:03:26] Thank you so much.  You know, well, 8 

that is very important information in that regard, but, you know, I'm taking a critical 9 

look to my right side.  Ms Berdennikova does not have questions.  I would have 10 

been surprised too.  She would not -- under the circumstances, it would be hard to 11 

dare it even.  12 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [13:03:47] We don't have any yet. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:03:49] Well, all these caveats.  We know that.  14 

But you know the master of the caveats is Ms Dimitri, I think -- ah, she's not in the 15 

room -- and Ms Guissé, too.  I mean by that when you reread the transcript and it's 16 

perfectly clear that you will not have any questions.  But there is a -- you know, 17 

whatever happens, so -- but it's clear that it will not happen, but you would never say, 18 

you'd never admit that you have no questions before it is absolutely clear. 19 

Well, all the filling, of course, comes to an end at some point in time, of gaps. 20 

It might be five minutes that it lasts.  But it means, Ms Guissé, what are you saying?  21 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:04:57](Interpretation) Well, when you look at me like that, your 22 

Honour, I fear I am at your disposal.  Perhaps it would be better just to conclude 23 

even if it's just five minutes for once and for all.  Of course, I'm at the disposal of the 24 

Court and I'm ready to conclude. 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-229-Red2-ENG WT 15-05-2023 59/98 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1974 

15.05.2023          Page 60 
 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:05:17] My question is if we restart, so to speak, 1 

at 10 past 1, when are you going to finish?  Because we can't have more, because also 2 

a little bit of lunch would be nice, you know, to... 3 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:05:37](Interpretation) Well, I would like to say that I will be able to 4 

finish by 1:30.  It's my impression, but I wouldn't want to be held responsible if we 5 

went over by five -- but I think I can conclude. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:05:55] Okay.   7 

Ms Dimitri.  8 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:05:57] Maybe a suggestion, Mr President.  One of the reasons 9 

why -- I will sit down. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:06:08] Well, please continue, Ms Guissé. 11 

Mr Witness, there was a problem with the power, so now we are back.  We are 12 

seeing you and I hope also we are hearing you.   13 

Ms Guissé is continuing.  14 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:06:23](Interpretation) 15 

Q.   [13:06:25] I will put the question to you again, Mr Witness, because it seems to 16 

have caused you to ponder a bit. 17 

When were you in contact with (Redacted)? 18 

A.   [13:06:44] As I was telling you, I lost sight of her a long time ago.  I no longer 19 

see her, so I really can't say exactly when it was. 20 

Q.   [13:06:59] You said you lost track of her or sight of her.  I'm putting the 21 

question to you because transcript 227, noon -- 12:05, (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  I... cut off communication (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  Did you make an  25 
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exception for her?  Were you in touch with her (Redacted)? 1 

A.   [13:07:42] Your Honour, I have no interest in making an exception for her, and 2 

this person, (Redacted) I no longer have any news of this person.  (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) and I no  4 

longer have any information about them, so it's not an exceptional case. 5 

Q.   [13:08:19] And yet, your Honour, do we agree that you are friendly with this 6 

(Redacted) on Facebook and you had a number of conversations with her on multiple 7 

occasions? 8 

A.   [13:08:39] Your Honour, if the question was phrased in that way, I would 9 

answer directly.  There you have it.  But if she's asking me if I saw her or met her, 10 

no. 11 

Q.   [13:08:58] Mr Witness, I think we both think words are very important.  I didn't 12 

ask you about seeing or meeting; I said were you in contact with her. 13 

Now, I realise, yes, if you want to -- you want to change your previous reply.  Were 14 

you in contact with (Redacted)?  In particular, were you in contact  15 

with her on Facebook recently, or, well, in recent times, within the last two years?  16 

A.   [13:09:45] Thank you, your Honour.  When one mentions Facebook, Facebook 17 

is a social media and, you see, (Redacted) to many people.  People  18 

contact me on Facebook and recently (Redacted) wrote to me on Facebook and she told 19 

me that apparently she's living in (Redacted).  And I didn't have that information;  20 

I don't know how she ended up (Redacted).  So we talked about that without any 21 

particular interest or self-interest.  That's all I can tell you. 22 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:10:37](Interpretation) I'd like to refer the Chamber and parties and 23 

participants to tab 73, (Redacted) we can see that (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) is a friend of (Redacted)   25 
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If we could move on to 74 -- tab 74. 1 

Q.   [13:11:14] Do we agree that you know this person, this person on the 2 

photograph, and you're also familiar with her Facebook page? 3 

A.   [13:11:28] As I was telling you, that is indeed (Redacted).  I  4 

recognise her because I knew her (Redacted) and so I can't say that I  5 

don't know her. 6 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:11:52] Your Honour, I'd also like to make reference to tab 111, and 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Q.   [13:12:39] I realise that you have said that you have been in touch with (Redacted) 10 

because she had contacted you so you made an exception for her because 11 

usually -- and you said this, this morning, usually you don't have contact with (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted).  And I would like to show you something else, tab 106 of the  13 

Defence binder, 106.  (Redacted)  This is a screenshot, Mr Witness, of a 14 

conversation -- well, this is something that you commented on, on Facebook, and you 15 

wished (Redacted) you said, "Merry Christmas (Redacted)   16 

Sorry for my accent.  17 

A.   [13:13:58] Yes. 18 

Q.   [13:13:59] Do we agree that it was not her who contacted you.  You wished her 19 

merry Christmas.  Is it true that you wished her merry Christmas and also you 20 

wished merry Christmas to her daughter? 21 

A.   [13:14:15] Yes, that's right. 22 

Q.   [13:14:18] Thus, I understand that not only were you in touch with her and you 23 

are familiar with her life and you also know about her child, so you do have 24 

information about her personal life? 25 
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A.   [13:14:43] Thank you.  If that question specifies, I, myself, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) I never saw (Redacted) and I did not even take any interest in  2 

(Redacted)  But, you see, when people  3 

put things about their lives on social media, when people put photographs with their 4 

children on Facebook or other social media, I was not the only one to make comments.  5 

So I had no knowledge about her private life at the time. 6 

Q.   [13:15:37] If we could please view tab 107 (Redacted) tab 107 and we  7 

see some exchanges of messages between you and (Redacted) and, in particular, page 8 

(Redacted) we see that you tried to call (Redacted) on her page and then you  9 

spoke to her that day for 192 minutes.   10 

So my question is this:  How -- how did it come to be or why did you speak to this 11 

person for such a long time when you say that you only were in touch with her briefly, 12 

you were just being polite?  But we see a call of 192 minutes.  Do you agree with me 13 

that this was not just a quick exchange on Facebook but actually there is a personal 14 

relationship between you and (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

A.   [13:17:11] Thank you, your Honour.  As I was saying, I think -- you see, we are 17 

talking about social media here.  And I'm surprised to learn that (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) and so she called me to explain that (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) and so we continued to speak.  And I remember when  20 

she called, I was at home and we were talking with the children.  And I received the 21 

lady's call and we talked and she explained to me that (Redacted)  22 

and I didn't know exactly how (Redacted).  And she was talking to me about the 23 

various problems she had had (Redacted), how she was managing, and she left with her 24 

boy and they were received, and I didn't even know by whom.   25 
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So she was talking to me, so I could -- and I said no.  I said, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  Even now I don't know how (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  And so we had this conversation, but I swear, in front of people, at  3 

home we were talking and after that (Redacted) because if  4 

someone were to say to me, (Redacted) I wouldn't  5 

know what to say.  But other than (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  But I still can have personal  8 

contact with those people because I, too, am a human being, so -- so there you have it. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:19:27] So he spoke with her over three hours. 10 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:19:33](Interpretation)  I've -- I'm -- I made a mistake.  It's 192 11 

seconds, not --  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:19:37] Okay, of course. 13 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:19:39] Correction:  192 seconds not minutes.  It's my mistake. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:19:48] That's a difference, of course, and I think 15 

we have covered it.  Thank you very much for clarifying it.  I was also not sure 16 

what this 192... there was a contact the witness has explained it, whatever.  Please 17 

continue. 18 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:20:03](Interpretation) I shall go on. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:20:05] Thank you very much for rectifying that. 20 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:20:14](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [13:20:14] You have told us that the discussions ended there, but I put it to you 22 

that that is not the case.  On this same page (Redacted) gives you her phone  23 

number (Redacted) and I put it to you it is because so that you could connect on 24 

WhatsApp.  Do you have any comment to make? 25 
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A.   [13:20:47] I have no comment. 1 

Q.   [13:20:49] And when you say that you just had superficial contact with her, I'd 2 

like us to go to page 4999 of the same document.  On 20 May, you spoke to her and 3 

you said, "Good evening, honey."  And she responded.  And -- and then you go on 4 

to say, "Yes, baby", so I put it to you, this is a conversation that went on.   5 

And it goes on to the following page, and if we could move to that page.  You called 6 

again and you say, "Hi, baby.  Hi, baby", and she says to you, "I'm in (Redacted)" and 7 

you say, "Okay, I'll go there."  And then on the following page, 24 October, you say, 8 

"It's just a joke, sweetie." So you've exchanged several messages with (Redacted) and it 9 

even would appear that you mention a visit to (Redacted) And the words that you use, 10 

Mr Witness, would cause one to think that there's been more than superficial contact 11 

and there's a certain intimacy.  And this is -- your discussion -- your affirmation that 12 

this was just a brief exchange is not so and that you have more information about 13 

(Redacted).  Do you have any comment to make? 14 

A.   [13:22:50] Your Honour, I have no comment to make because unless there is any 15 

evidence to the contrary, I never had any idea or, well, an idea against (Redacted) so I 16 

have no comment. 17 

Q.   [13:23:15] Another question, Mr Witness.  Did you know that (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) remained in touch with (Redacted) and that they asked her  19 

to -- and there was a request to send money.  Did you know about that? 20 

A.   [13:23:38] I don't have any such information about that. 21 

Q.   [13:23:50] But I think you will agree with me (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) that it is not morally correct (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  Can we agree on that point? 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:24:13] Ms Berdennikova, what is your objection?  25 
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MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [13:24:18] Your Honours, the witness made it clear that he 1 

doesn't have any information about these exchanges, so without having deeper -- 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:24:26] Yeah -- and it's obviously clear and we 3 

don't need an answer by the witness that if -- if, it were the case, it were not correct.  4 

Please move on. 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:25:06](Interpretation) I make reference to (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

Q.   [13:26:25] Now, you say that you're not aware of contact between (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  But I put it to you, Mr Witness, that (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) because she (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  At any time did you talk to (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

A.   [13:27:29] I really don't know how to explain the situation.  They did this 23 

outside of the (Redacted)  When they made that request, I was not  24 

associated with them so I cannot respond on their behalf. 25 
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Q.   [13:27:47] Mr Witness, and this will be my last topic, as part of your discussions 1 

with (Redacted) am I correct in saying that she contacted you regarding possible 2 

testimony in Mr Yekatom's case? 3 

A.   [13:28:08] Your Honour, I never received (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) in this trial against Mr Yekatom. 5 

Q.   [13:28:26] Allow me to clarify, Mr Witness.  I didn't say that she called you to 6 

(Redacted)  I said that she contacted you to get information within the  7 

framework of possible testimony before the ICC.  Does that refresh your memory? 8 

A.   [13:28:45] No. 9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:28:50] No, says the witness. 10 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:28:54](Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [13:28:56] I would like us to listen to a message, an audio message, and this is 12 

tab 173 of (Redacted).   13 

And for the interpreters, the transcript is tab 171, (Redacted)  And I'll just  14 

wait for you to give us the green light and then we will play the audio recording.   15 

And just for your information, Mr Witness, this is a recording of -- this is something 16 

that was sent from (Redacted) to your account on (Redacted) and we can see the 17 

references at tab 107. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:30:07] So, when you're ready on the booth, 19 

please, thumbs up. 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:30:35] The interpreter has found the... 21 

(Playing of the audio excerpt)  22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:31:09](Interpretation of the audio excerpt)  23 

"It's been a long time.  (Redacted)  Otherwise we're all fine here.  We're  24 

all just fine.  I haven't had much news from you.  What's going on.  How -- what 25 
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about your coming here?  I -- all I want is coco and the caterpillars.  Coco and the 1 

caterpillars.  That's all what I want.  That's what I expect from you.  Other than 2 

that and your work.  If there's something, let me know first.  Let me know." 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:31:49] Now it's finished, the translation can 4 

continue. 5 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:31:55](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [13:31:58] Mr Witness, do you remember receiving this message and can we 7 

agree that (Redacted) is referring to you, possibly (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) and (Redacted) possible testimony before the  9 

Court? 10 

A.   [13:32:25] Thank you, your Honour.  I listened to the audio and the 11 

interpretation, but I don't see any mention about her testimony, about 12 

everything -- no.  As I was telling you, I am before the Court and I never share what 13 

has gone on within a hearing to someone who is awaiting justice, (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  And I don't know, was (Redacted)  16 

supposed to give testimony?  I'm not informed about that.  So it was not my duty to 17 

situate her in relation to possible testimony of any kind -- no.  Truly, I don't 18 

acknowledge talking to her about anything having to do with the proceedings against 19 

Mr Yekatom, no. 20 

Q.   [13:33:47] "If you're told, tell me about it.  Give me a sign if there's something, 21 

because I'm here like an idiot.  Since then I haven't had any news about it."   22 

What are you referring to at that moment when that is being said? 23 

A.   [13:34:13] As (Redacted) is talking, I can't put myself in her shoes to answer such a 24 

question, your Honour.  I don't know what she's talking about. 25 
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Q.   [13:34:28] I would like you to listen to a final extract, which is tab 174 of the 1 

binder of the Defence.  (Redacted)  And for the interpreters, the transcript  2 

is tab 172 of the Defence binder, (Redacted). 3 

And whilst the interpreters look for the documents, let me tell you that this was sent 4 

from (Redacted).  As you can see in tab 107, on the page which ends  5 

5003. 6 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:35:33](Interpretation) Please let me know when you're ready. 7 

We can go ahead with the audio. 8 

(Playing of the audio excerpt) 9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:35:50](Interpretation of the audio excerpt)  10 

"Stop.  (Redacted) how are you?  How are you?  It's been a long time.  It's been a 11 

while.  I'm trying to contact you but I haven't heard from you.  Happy new year.  12 

Happy new year to you.  Well, what?  Have you got lots of work?  Okay.  I just 13 

wanted to say hello because I saw you online, only just to say hello.  Since I've tried 14 

to contact you, what's your situation there?  Is there something?  Tell me about it?  15 

I'm continuing to wait for you as regards the programme which you mentioned to 16 

me." 17 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:36:35](Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [13:36:36] There again, it's the same question as I put to you already.  19 

There -- you said you can't talk for (Redacted) but there she's mentioning a  20 

(Redacted) you talked about.  What (Redacted) is she referring to exactly? 21 

A.   [13:37:05] I must say I was going to go (Redacted).  As I  22 

said already, (Redacted) explained to me that she was (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) and so that's why in the first audio which you heard, she  2 

talks about caterpillars et cetera because (Redacted) and I  3 

could bring her some of that stuff.  (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) so that's it. 5 

But I never discussed any issues with her as regards the trial relating to Mr Yekatom 6 

be it by phone, be it in any other form.  I never did that. 7 

Q.   [13:38:24] When I asked you on several occasions, Mr Witness, whether you 8 

were in contact - and I quote again what you said at 9:52 - (Redacted) or  9 

after (Redacted) did you have the opportunity to the talk to (Redacted) or have 10 

contact with (Redacted) and you said, "I had no interest (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)."  So can you agree with me now that today your answer  12 

would be different because of the exchanges that you had with (Redacted)  13 

where you had contact on several occasions as we saw recently?  You had a certain 14 

intimacy with her, so you didn't say things very accurately either this morning or 15 

some days ago. 16 

A.   [13:39:18] Thank you, your Honour.  I know I can't speak against my oath.  17 

I'm not an extraterrestrial.  I live here and other people live on another planet.  No.  18 

It's not because I worked with the children that I must distance myself or (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) and given today's media  1 

and so on, social media, how can I refuse when a particular person contacts me or 2 

some people call me via the social media.   3 

But when I say this, there is nothing other than (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  But all  5 

interpersonal relationships, they're all there.  We always see each other, so I don't 6 

understand why I'm speaking against myself with my answers.   7 

The mere fact that I have contact with them, (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Q.   [13:41:36] Well, Mr Witness, to conclude, I put to you that (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) who integrated the children and the young adults in the ESF programme 12 

knew that they didn't fulfil the requirements that they were less than 18 years old or 13 

that they were part of the Anti-Balaka movement, and (Redacted) was one of  14 

those.  Do you have any comment on that? 15 

A.   [13:42:10] Thank you, your Honour.  I also would like to thank the Defence 16 

team for this analysis.  Your Honour, human work is never perfect.   17 

I will conclude by saying this:  Human work is never perfect, but on this list of 60 18 

children, you can see there are minors because they're -- of the 60, you only look at 19 

two or three.  Why didn't you speak about the others?  You should also bear that in 20 

mind.  Thank you. 21 

MS GUISSÉ:  [13:42:51](Interpretation) Well, a little late, but that's because of the 22 

outage we had, but I have concluded my examination.  Thank you. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:42:58] Thank you very much.  And a really big 24 

thank you to the interpreters.  I think this was nearly a record session for over two 25 
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hours. 1 

And also this concludes the testimony of this witness. 2 

Mr Witness, on behalf of the Chamber I would like to thank you for making yourself 3 

available in these proceedings as a witness.  We need witnesses to establish the truth 4 

and I have to thank you for your patience, specifically because you have also to wait 5 

over two weeks now to complete your testimony.  We would like to thank you for 6 

that and wish you a safe trip back home. 7 

THE WITNESS:  [13:43:46](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  I'd like to 8 

thank the Court. 9 

(The witness is excused) 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:43:53] We -- I think we have a break now until a 11 

quarter to three.  I say we have at least an hour and then we have 75 minutes for the 12 

last session, yeah.  13 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:44:04] All rise. 14 

(Recess taken at 1.44 p.m.)  15 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.45 p.m.) 16 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:45:38] All rise.   17 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.   18 

Please be seated. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:45:57] Good afternoon.  I assume we are in 20 

open session?  Yes.  Then, court officer, please call the case again because it's a new 21 

witness. 22 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:46:06] Good afternoon, Mr President, your Honours.  23 

Situation in the Central African Republic II in the case of the Prosecutor versus Alfred 24 

Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18. 25 
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And for the record, we are in open session.   1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:46:21] And since this morning, the compositions 2 

have significantly changed, I would ask for the presence of the parties, please. 3 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:46:32] Good afternoon everyone in the courtroom, 4 

your Honours.  The Prosecution today, this afternoon, is represented by Mr Pierre 5 

Belbenoit-Avich, Mr Yassin Mostfa, Mr Kweku Vanderpuye, Ms Caroline Neithardt 6 

and myself, Manochitra Prathaban. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:46:47] Thank you.   8 

And Ms Massidda next. 9 

MS MASSIDDA:  [14:46:54] Thank you very much.  Good afternoon, Mr President, 10 

your Honours.  Maître Yaré Fall remains unchanged, but we have two additions in 11 

our team, myself, Paolina Massidda, and Ms Gabriella dos Santos. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:47:05] Thank you.   13 

The only unchanged composition is Mr Suprun for the representatives of the child 14 

soldiers, former child soldiers.   15 

I turn to Ms Dimitri next. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:47:18] Good afternoon, Mr President.  Good afternoon, 17 

your Honours.  Good afternoon, everyone.  Ms Lena Casiez, Ms Alexandra Baer,  18 

Ms Cassandra Oboussier and myself, Mylène Dimitri.   19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:47:35] Thank you.   20 

And Mr Knoops. 21 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:47:37] Good afternoon, Mr President.  This afternoon our team 22 

consists of Ms Despoina Eleftheriou and Ms Tessia Monteiro.  Merci.   23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:47:42] Thank you.   24 

And most importantly, of course, we have a new witness.  We will start now with 25 
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the testimony of Prosecution witness -- and the pseudonym is P-2041.   1 

Mr Witness, good afternoon, can you hear and understand me well? 2 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2041 3 

(The witness speaks Sango) 4 

(The witness give evidence via video link) 5 

THE WITNESS:  [14:48:07](Interpretation) Yes, I can hear you. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:48:09] On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to 7 

welcome you to the courtroom and thank you that you have made yourself available 8 

as a witness in these proceedings. 9 

Mr Witness, there are protective measures in place to make sure that your identity is 10 

not revealed to the public; you have been informed about that. 11 

And I would like to ask you first, now, to look at your desk, there should be a card 12 

with the solemn undertaking with the oath that you have to take. 13 

Okay, so then I read it for you, that is easier then.  Mr Witness, so listen to me, please, 14 

and speak after me.  What I'm doing now is I'm speaking for you, the solemn 15 

undertaking, the oath, and please follow after me:  16 

I solemnly declare -- 17 

THE WITNESS:  [14:49:11](Interpretation) I solemnly declare -- 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:49:16] That I will speak the truth -- 19 

THE WITNESS:  [14:49:20](Interpretation) That I will speak the truth -- 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:49:29] The whole truth -- 21 

THE WITNESS:  [14:49:33](Interpretation) All the truth -- 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:49:39] And nothing but the truth. 23 

THE WITNESS:  [14:49:45](Interpretation) And nothing but the truth. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:49:53] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  You 25 
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are now under oath. 1 

And there are some logistics, so to speak, to keep in mind with your testimony.  So 2 

everything we say here, Mr Witness, is interpreted and translated in various 3 

languages and to allow the interpreters to follow you - and also everybody else who 4 

is speaking here in the courtroom - we have to speak at a relatively slow pace.   5 

And please, only start answering when the person who has asked you the question 6 

has finished and, please, for the benefit of the interpreters wait a couple of seconds.   7 

Thank you very much and with that, I give the floor to Ms Prathaban. 8 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:50:41] Thank you, Mr President. 9 

QUESTIONED BY MS PRATHABAN: 10 

Q.   [14:50:46] Good afternoon Mr Witness, we met briefly --   11 

A.   [14:50:50] (Overlapping speakers)  12 

Q.   [14:50:50] -- we met briefly a few days ago.  Let me introduce myself again, I 13 

am Manochitra Prathaban, and this afternoon, I'll be asking you a few questions on 14 

behalf of the Prosecution.  Now, the Presiding Judge has already informed you about 15 

the protective measures, and what this means is, your identity will only be revealed 16 

to the people in the courtroom and not the public. 17 

This afternoon, I plan to ask you a few questions in private session about your 18 

background and I plan to cover around four topics with you. 19 

If, at any point, you would like a break, please let us know. 20 

And if any of the questions I ask you are not clear or you do not understand, please 21 

let me know and I'll rephrase. 22 

Are you with me so far? 23 

A.   [14:51:46] Yes, I do.  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:51:58] You can start and you don't have to 25 
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repeat with how to answer and so on.  1 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:52:03] Yes, actually I intend --  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:52:04] If an issue arises, we will solve it on the 3 

spot.  Thank you.  4 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:52:10] Thank you, Mr President. 5 

Q.   [14:52:11] So we will begin with the questions now, and I will be asking you a 6 

few questions on your background.  7 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:52:17] Mr President, I would like to request private session 8 

for this.  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:52:20] Yes, of course.  This is, of course, the 10 

most important part, when he has to state his name, then this has to be in private 11 

session.   12 

Can you already say that perhaps the first part of the examination can be conducted 13 

in open session for the public?  14 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:52:32] Absolutely.  I plan to do just the biographical in 15 

private session, and then the majority would be in open session. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:52:37] Very well.  So we go to private session 17 

for a couple of minutes. 18 

MS PRATHABAN:    19 

Q.   [14:52:50] Mr Witness, as -- oh, sorry.  20 

(Private session at 2.52 p.m.) 21 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:52:53] We are in private session, Mr President. 22 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:53:08] Thank you, Madam Court Officer. 23 

Q.   [14:53:12] Mr Witness, as you just heard, we are now in private session, so what 24 

we say in private session would not be heard by the public. 25 
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Could you please state your full name for the record. 1 

A.   [14:53:27] My name is (Redacted).   2 

Q.   [14:53:29] And what's your --  3 

A.   [14:53:43] I was born on (Redacted). 4 

Q.   [14:53:53] Thank you.  Can you confirm that you're a Central African national? 5 

A.   [14:54:05] I'm Central African national, yes. 6 

Q.   [14:54:18] What is your religion? 7 

A.   [14:54:27] I am Muslim by faith. 8 

Q.   [14:54:37] And what is your ethnicity? 9 

A.   [14:54:41] I am (Redacted).   10 

Q.   [14:54:58] Thank you.  In (Redacted) you became the (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) is that right? 12 

A.   [14:55:11] Yes, that is correct.  That is the case. 13 

Q.   [14:55:18] Mr Witness, I just wanted to inform you that when we are in open 14 

session, I'll be referring to (Redacted) as "your village" to avoid identifying you; so just 15 

to let you know. 16 

Mr President, we can revert to open session now.   17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:55:34] Open session. 18 

(Open session at 2.55 p.m.) 19 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:55:38] We are back in open session, Mr President. 20 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:55:54] 21 

Q.   [14:55:54] Mr Witness, I'll be asking you a few questions about your previous 22 

statement. 23 

Can you confirm that you gave a statement to the investigators of the office of the 24 

Prosecution back in March 2019? 25 
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A.   [14:56:19] Yes, I recall that.  I can confirm it. 1 

Q.   [14:56:26] And for the record, the statement is at tab 2 of the Prosecution binder, 2 

it's at CAR-OTP-2104-0003.  And the French translation is at tab 7, 3 

CAR-OTP-2122-4398. 4 

Mr Witness, you had a chance to carefully review your statement recently and you 5 

identified certain corrections, is that right? 6 

A.   [14:57:02] Yes, indeed. 7 

Q.   [14:57:10] For the record, the ERN of these corrections are at 8 

CAR-OTP-00001500. 9 

Mr Witness, can you confirm that read together with the corrections, which you have 10 

made, your statement is true to the best of your knowledge and recollection? 11 

A.   [14:57:38] Yes.  I told the truth. 12 

Q.   [14:57:52] And would you agree for the Chamber to use your statement and 13 

corrections as evidence in this case? 14 

A.   [14:58:13] Yes, I agree to that. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:58:16] So for the record, the conditions of  16 

Rule 68(3) are fulfilled with regard to the statement by the witness, read together with 17 

his corrections. 18 

You may continue from there. 19 

MS PRATHABAN:  [14:58:29] Thank you, Mr President. 20 

Q.   [14:58:30] Now, Mr Witness, your statement that is now in evidence is quite 21 

complete; so the purpose of my questions today is simply to ask you for a few 22 

clarifications and to obtain some additional information. 23 

I'll be using the English version of the statement at tab 2. 24 

So we'll start with the first topic, which relates to your arrival in Mbaïki. 25 
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You describe in your statement at paragraph 44, that you left your village with your 1 

family and travelled to Mbaïki on 24 January 2014. 2 

Could you explain why you had to leave your village and move to Mbaïki? 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:59:14] And please, Mr Witness, I just remind 4 

you, don't name your village, yes?  Just refer to your village again, just so that you 5 

not forget it.  Thank you very much.   6 

THE WITNESS:  [14:59:48](Interpretation) On 24 January, things were not going well 7 

in the country.  We were fearful, and we did not want to stay in the bush at the risk 8 

of difficulties and that's why we left for Mbaïki.  We left our homes to go there. 9 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:00:09] 10 

Q.   [15:00:09] Thank you.  You mentioned that you were fearful.  Could you 11 

explain why you were fearful? 12 

A.   [15:00:31] We had heard talk about the Anti-Balaka and what they had done in 13 

Bouca and Bossangoa, and as they approached Bangui-Bouchia, we became scared 14 

and we took our families to take refuge in Mbaïki. 15 

Q.   [15:00:53] Thank you for the clarification; that's really helpful. 16 

And are you aware of what happened to the rest of the Muslims in your village? 17 

A.   [15:01:14] Yes, well, what happened in Bouca was relayed to me by my children 18 

who were in Bouca.  They told me about it and we also saw images on television. 19 

Q.   [15:01:35] And did you learn what happened to the Muslims who were residing 20 

with you in your village at that period?  What happened to them, did they leave?  21 

Did they stay? 22 

A.   [15:02:04] If we hadn't fled, we would be dead.  We left, but the imam who had 23 

remained in the village was killed. 24 

Q.   [15:02:25] Thank you.  And you mentioned that if you hadn't left, you would 25 
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be dead.  Just to get a bit more clarification.  Was there a specific -- what is the 1 

reason you felt you would be dead?  If you could explain a bit more.  2 

A.   [15:02:41] We were afraid of the Anti-Balaka who were everywhere.  It was 3 

young people who were rebelling.  They were everywhere.  I was born in Bouca, 4 

my wife too was born in Bouca. And even my neighbours in Bouca were killed.  The 5 

Anti-Balaka moved on to Bangui, and that's why we took fright and went to take 6 

refuge in Mbaïki. 7 

Q.   [15:03:40] That is very helpful.  Thank you, Mr Witness. 8 

I'll be switching topics now.  So after you arrived in Mbaïki, at paragraph 48 and 49, 9 

you described that around 2,000 Muslims had fled to Mbaïki from neighbouring 10 

villages.  And you mentioned that again today.  They had fled from SCAD, Mbata, 11 

Pissa, Kapou, Bimon and you said in your statement, I quote:  12 

"... they were running away from death at the hands of the Anti-Balaka." 13 

How did you learn about this? 14 

A.   [15:04:28] Well, you know, footage was shown on television and we were 15 

following that.  If we had remained in the bush, we would have been killed.  So all 16 

those living in the little villages took refuge in Mbaïki.  We all moved to Mbaïki. 17 

Q.   [15:05:02] Thank you.  And did you speak with these Muslims who had fled 18 

from the surrounding villages?  Did you manage to have conversations with them? 19 

A.   [15:05:15] Yes, we met and we spoke to one another.  There were 2,000 of us, 20 

and we would often meet and discuss those matters.  When the Anti-Balaka arrived 21 

into Mbaïki, {ICR: (Redacted)}  22 

Q.   [15:05:58] Thank you, Mr Witness, I'll be covering that later on in your 23 

testimony --  24 

A.   [15:06:02] -- {ICR: (Redacted)}  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:06:07] There was a short overlap.  Please 1 

continue again, yes.  2 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:06:11] Thank you, Mr President. 3 

Q.   [15:06:12] I will be {ICR: (Redacted)} later on in the testimony.  But just to bring 4 

you back to your conversations with these Muslims who had fled from the 5 

neighbouring villages, when you had these conversation with them, did they share 6 

with you their experience of how they had to leave their belongings?  Did they bring 7 

their belongings with them when they fled to Mbaïki?  Did they share their 8 

experiences with you? 9 

A.   [15:06:43] Yes, some of them were able to take their belongings with them; 10 

others were not able to do so.  Now, the things that we took with us to Mbaïki, we 11 

had to leave in Mbaïki when we were evacuated to Chad. 12 

Q.   [15:07:21] Thank you for the additional details, Mr Witness.  And at paragraph 13 

48, you described the displaced Muslims staying in compounds of local Muslims.  14 

Do you know approximately how many local Muslim families were sheltering these 15 

displaced Muslims?  If you can recall? 16 

A.   [15:08:00] Well, you know, I had come from the bush, so I don't know how 17 

many people were displaced.  However, I can certainly talk to you about the people 18 

who I knew and who had taken refuge in Mbaïki. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:08:27] I just wanted to comment, so to speak, 20 

that's understandable, Mr Witness, that you do not recall any figures.   21 

Yes, please. 22 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:08:39] Thank you, Mr Witness. 23 

Q.   [15:08:40] At paragraph 48 you described that the displaced Muslims were 24 

living under difficult conditions.  Could you provide us with more details on what 25 
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these conditions were like? 1 

A.   [15:09:06] When we arrived in Mbaïki, we were indeed living in difficult 2 

circumstances.  The bishop of Mbaïki brought sugar, coffee, rice and oil for us.  It 3 

was he who provided aid to the Muslims who had been displaced to Mbaïki. 4 

Q.   [15:09:40] Thank you.  Was there an impact in terms of sanitation and 5 

overcrowding as well? 6 

A.   [15:10:08] Yes, conditions were difficult, but we had no choice but to live under 7 

those conditions, and we were living under the same conditions as those people who 8 

had given us refuge in their homes. 9 

Q.   [15:10:33] Thank you, Mr Witness.  I'll be switching topics now. At paragraph 10 

50 of your statement, you described the Anti-Balakas arrival in Mbaïki on 30 11 

January 2014.  You mentioned that the Anti-Balaka were armed and were dressed in 12 

FACA military uniform and some had gris-gris.   13 

Could you explain how you learned this information? 14 

A.   [15:11:06] Well, I saw them myself with my -- my own eyes.  I was living just 15 

on the roadside and when they would pass by, I would see them.  I would see them 16 

pass by with their arms and, indeed, they were also wearing gris-gris.  17 

Q.   [15:11:34] Thank you, that's helpful.  And since you saw them, can you 18 

approximate how many of them were in military uniforms?  Just an approximation. 19 

A.   [15:11:47] Well, I'm not able to give you an exact figure because, in fact, we 20 

couldn't really stay there to identify them.  There were quite a lot of them in military 21 

attire, but also quite a lot in civilian clothing too. 22 

Q.   [15:12:27] Thank you.  And at paragraph 51, you mentioned that when the 23 

Anti-Balaka arrived, the Christian population were clapping and chanting, "Muslims 24 

where are you?  Rombhot is coming."  Now, was this something you witnessed? 25 
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A.   [15:12:53] Yes, of course, I saw it with my own eyes.  They were chanting to 1 

honour Rombhot.  They had spread *pagnes on the ground so that their vehicles 2 

could drive over them and that they could also walk on them.  I saw all of that 3 

myself. 4 

Q.   [15:13:25] Thank you for the additional details.   5 

And did you learn or did you witness what was the reaction of the Muslims to the 6 

Anti-Balaka's arrival in Mbaïki? 7 

A.   [15:13:54] Terrified.  They were all fearful.  They thought that they were going 8 

to be attacked as soon as the Anti-Balaka arrived and, thankfully, nothing happened 9 

on that day. 10 

Q.   [15:14:15] Thank you, Mr Witness.  At paragraph 51, you described the youths 11 

arming themselves with machetes and mixing with the Anti-Balaka and, again, how 12 

did you learn about this? 13 

A.   [15:14:43] Well, I was an eyewitness of all that was going on.  The Anti-Balaka 14 

were patrolling in the local area.  I saw them pass by. 15 

Q.   [15:14:57] And just to clarify, how did you identify the Anti-Balaka elements? 16 

A.   [15:15:06] Well, if you like, it was a rebellion by the young people.  When the 17 

local young people learnt that the Anti-Balaka had arrived, they mobilised to join 18 

their ranks. 19 

Q.   [15:15:35] Thank you, Mr Witness.  You mentioned that the young people 20 

mobilised to join their ranks.  So how did you learn about this? 21 

A.   [15:15:53] I saw it myself, I was there.  It's true, there were youths who did not 22 

go along with these developments and didn't join the Anti-Balaka.  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:16:21] I think we can assume that unless the 24 

witness says otherwise, or we are really in doubt he was an eyewitness of the whole 25 
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thing - you know, I think you will be talking about a meeting and things like that - I 1 

have the impression that he was also an eyewitness there.  But, of course, it's very 2 

important to have always the source of information, but it appears as if the witness 3 

can clearly distinguish between what he witnessed himself or what he heard or what 4 

he had been told.  Yes. 5 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:16:56] Thank you, Mr President.   6 

For the next topic, I would request a private session because there's a risk of the 7 

witness's identity being revealed.  8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:05] Yes, I thought so.  How long for the 9 

audience?  10 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:17:08] If I'm being optimistic, 10 minutes. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:15] Okay, let's -- yes, let's try it with 12 

10 minutes.  We go to private session for that.  13 

(Private session at 3.17 p.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:17:22] We are in private session, Mr President. 15 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:17:34] Thank you. 16 

Q.   [15:17:35] Mr Witness, at paragraph 52 you mentioned a meeting organised by 17 

Bishop Rino, which was held at a church on 31 January 2014.  And just to confirm, 18 

this meeting was held at St Jeanne d'Arc; is that correct? 19 

A.   [15:17:57] Yes, that's correct. 20 

Q.   [15:18:07] And at the same paragraph, you described (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:11] Ms Dimitri, please, tell us what's -- 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:23:16] I have Sango-interpretation issues.  Perhaps it will be 6 

easier for us to re-listen to the Sango tape rather than me summarising.  Now we 7 

have our linguistic assistant who just joined us, but there is an important Sango issue 8 

(Redacted) which started a few minutes ago.  But I  9 

want to be sure of the words used; that's why we brought our linguistic assistant so 10 

we can continue and I'll ask to re-listen to the tape. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:58] So first of all, good afternoon.  I 12 

don't -- good afternoon, sir. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:24:05] Thank you, Mr President.  I am sorry, just for the record, 14 

it's Mr Tikpa who just joined us. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:24:12] Yes, good afternoon, Mr Tikpa.  And if 16 

anything transpires from that, I would want to have that this be discussed tomorrow 17 

morning then, yes?   18 

Thank you.  So -- as long as of course as the witness isn't here, yes? 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:24:27] Yes, but because we went through this before, Mr President, 20 

I will need the assistance of the court officer to be able to listen to the undistorted 21 

voice in Sango.  But I will organise it with Ms Garcia, but normally we need an order 22 

from the Chamber. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:24:52] Yes, and, of course, if need be, the order is 24 

now orally done.  But if we repeat that answer, is that not a -- perhaps we can try it 25 
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again?  Yes.  We do it this way.  We try to solve it this way so that we don't have 1 

this, let's say organisational problems.   2 

So the question was how he introduced himself, I think. 3 

Mr Witness, you have heard.  There was a discussion with the translation; that can 4 

happen.  It has nothing to do with you, but could you please repeat what you said, 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:56] So, thank you very much for that 18 

clarification.   19 

This is exactly what we have in the Rule 68(3) statement in paragraph 52 at 20 

CAR-OTP-2104-0012.   21 

Thank you so much, Mr Witness.  And also I think this had to be clarified, it's -- 22 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:27:14] Thank you very much, Mr President, it simplified -- 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:15] Because you don't have too much work 24 

and I don't have to remember tomorrow morning; so we are all on the winner's side 25 
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herein so far.  Please. 1 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:27:27] Indeed.    2 

Q.   [15:27:29] Thank you for the clarification, Mr Witness.  But you mentioned now 3 

that (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:32:31] (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Please continue. 9 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:33:29] I agree, Mr President.  I just wanted to try, that's all. 10 

Q.   [15:33:32] Thank you, Mr Witness.  And you talked about the Anti-Balaka 11 

elements also in your statement, how they (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [15:34:05] We didn't stay long.  We were evacuated about two weeks later. 17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:34:27] The Sango booth requests that the witness speaks 18 

more clearly. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:34:32] Mr Witness, there is an issue also perhaps 20 

with microphone.  So that the interpreters can understand you, please speak as 21 

clearly as possible and also perhaps a little bit louder, so -- that would be very kind so 22 

the Sango interpreters can follow more easily.  Thank you so much.   23 

Please. 24 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:34:52] 25 
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Q.   [15:34:53] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Just to clarify because I think I wasn't very 1 

clear.  (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

Q.   [15:36:25] That's very helpful.  Thank you, Mr Witness. 12 

Mr President, we can return to open session now. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:31] Yes, back to open session.  May I ask in 14 

the meantime, you are not going to finish this afternoon or is this possible? 15 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:36:41] I want to be optimistic again, I'm going to say it is 16 

possible. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:45] Meaning at what time?  Because let's say 18 

at 10 past, we would have or something, would have to finish.  19 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:36:52] Perhaps 4:15. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:55] Well, the maximum, please, we have 21 

definitely -- because there is definitely --  22 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:37:00] I would say no later than 4:15. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:37:04] Okay, then perhaps, yes, even a little bit 24 

quicker, let's hope.  Yes. 25 
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(Open session at 3.37 p.m.)  1 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:37:27] We are back in open session, Mr President. 2 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:37:31] Thank you. 3 

Q.   [15:37:32] Mr Witness, I'll be changing topics now.  At paragraph 57, you 4 

described Mr Yekatom and his elements going to the town hall at 4 p.m., {ICR: (Redacted) 5 

 (Redacted)}  And again, just to clarify, is this something that  6 

you witnessed?  How did you learn about this? 7 

A.   [15:37:53] I was an eyewitness.  We arrived, we heard until 11 o'clock 8 

that -- that both of them had entered into the hall. 9 

Q.   [15:38:30] Thank you.  And at the same paragraph, you described Mr Salam 10 

Abdoul, president of the youth, informing you about the Muslim community 11 

gathering money and handing it over to Mr Yekatom.  You mentioned that they 12 

were hoping that by paying the Anti-Balaka, "...they will not attack us, a form of 13 

insurance."   14 

Now, was this something Mr Salam Abdoul shared with you, the reason for why they 15 

collected the money? 16 

A.   [15:39:02] {ICR: (Redacted)}  17 

The Anti-Balaka entered the neighbourhood, and that is why the Muslims contributed 18 

and handed over to the president of the youth, Salam, the money, that was to hand 19 

over to the Anti-Balaka so that they wouldn't attack us. 20 

Q.   [15:39:55] Thank you.  Just to clarify, at paragraph 57 you mentioned that the 21 

collection was coordinated by Abakar, the former mayor of Mbata, and you 22 

mentioned today that the money was handed over to Mr Salam, Abdoul.  So was he 23 

also coordinating the collection?  Just to clarify.  24 

A.   [15:40:19] Yes, I was present when the collection took place.  And after that, 25 
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Salam took the money and joined Abakar.  Both of them went to see the Anti-Balaka. 1 

Q.   [15:41:02] That's very helpful.  Thank you. 2 

At paragraph 58, you described the Anti-Balaka setting up additional barriers around 3 

Mbaïki to prevent Muslims from entering or leaving Mbaïki.  So, were you and the 4 

rest of the Muslims in Mbaïki able to move around freely during this period? 5 

A.   [15:41:43] The Anti-Balaka *had set up a checkpoint at the entrance of Mbaïki, so 6 

it was difficult to enter or leave the town. 7 

Q.   [15:42:01] And have you passed by these barriers when you were in Mbaïki in 8 

2014? 9 

A.   [15:42:20] No.  I didn't dare to come close to the barriers.  I remember that 10 

some young Muslims were stopped at the barriers and were stripped, {ICR: (Redacted)} 11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)} 15 

Q.   [15:43:12] Thank you for the clarification, Mr Witness. 16 

I'll be moving to the final topic for the day, your evacuation from Mbaïki. 17 

At paragraph 65, you described having to leave Mbaïki with your family as you did 18 

not have a choice; that if you stayed, you risked being killed by the Anti-Balaka or its 19 

supporters. 20 

Could you explain to us why you felt that you faced this risk from the Anti-Balaka? 21 

A.   [15:44:01] We were frightened.  We thought we would be victims of what was 22 

happening in Bangui.  And in the different towns in the northern part of the country, 23 

we heard about it and we were very frightened. 24 

Q.   [15:44:21] Thank you for the additional details. 25 
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At paragraph 63, you mentioned that the Anti-Balaka were present during your 1 

evacuation.  How did you identify them as the Anti-Balaka? 2 

A.   [15:44:41] When the vehicles organised by the Chadian government arrived for 3 

the evacuation of the Muslims, men, women, and children, we saw the Anti-Balaka 4 

who were armed with arrows and -- bows and arrows and machetes around the area 5 

of the evacuation.  But fortunately they didn't do anything; so nothing happened. 6 

Q.   [15:45:28] Thank you.  At paragraph 64, you mentioned that all the Muslims in 7 

Mbaïki were evacuated and the only one remaining was Djido, the deputy mayor of 8 

Mbaïki who was later killed.  Did you learn why Djido remained in Mbaïki? 9 

A.   [15:46:02] When the women and children were evacuated, I was in the convoy, 10 

*but I was in my own vehicle.  I saw Djido and I asked my driver to stop alongside 11 

him and I asked him why he didn't come with us.  He answered that he wasn't going 12 

to budge and he told me to go along my way.  And I *asked him if he was okay and 13 

if the Anti-Balaka would spare his life.  He said that nothing was going to happen.  14 

So we moved on, and afterwards, only later, we heard that he had been killed.  15 

Q.   [15:46:52] Thank you, Mr Witness.  You mentioned that you learnt later on 16 

about his death.  Could you describe what you learnt in relation to his death? 17 

A.   [15:47:18] Well, we had already arrived at the airport.  We had left from Mbaïki 18 

and we had spent a day at Dekoa and --  19 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:47:25] That was "Dekoa".  20 

THE WITNESS:  [15:47:26](Interpretation) And then we arrived in Chad, so it was 21 

approximately three days later that we learnt that he had been killed by the 22 

Anti-Balaka.  But we didn't know the exact circumstances of his death. 23 

MS PRATHABAN:    24 

Q.   [15:47:49] Thank you, that's helpful.   25 
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At paragraph 64, you mentioned that you were not allowed to take any luggage with 1 

you.  Could you describe what you and your family were allowed to bring?  What 2 

you were able to bring in the end? 3 

A.   [15:48:19] Well, the soldiers said that they couldn't take all their baggage with 4 

them.  They even took quite a lot of baggage from people.  The soldiers threw their 5 

belongings to the ground and some people left without any belongings at all. 6 

Q.   [15:48:54] Thank you.  Were you able to bring any belongings with you? 7 

A.   [15:49:01] Yes.  I was able to take a certain amount of baggage with me.  One 8 

of my suitcases containing money was thrown away by the soldiers and I never found 9 

it back.  I even had a detector for diamonds, but that too was thrown away and I 10 

never got it back. 11 

Q.   [15:49:47] Thank you, Mr Witness.  You described how the soldiers were 12 

throwing away luggage.  What was the reason for this?  Why didn't they allow you 13 

to bring your luggage with you? 14 

A.   [15:50:00] We were all amazed.  Even some vehicles *that were not heavily 15 

loaded ... but they did not allow people to take baggage in those trucks. 16 

Q.   [15:50:33] Thank you.  So this is something that didn't just apply to you, but 17 

everyone present were not allowed to bring their luggage, am I right? 18 

A.   [15:50:59] Nobody could board -- without baggage.  There was a lot -- there 19 

was a lot that remained on the ground. 20 

Q.   [15:51:16] Thank you for the (overlapping speakers)  21 

A.   [15:51:17] The soldiers categorically refused to load that baggage. 22 

Q.   [15:51:25] Thank you for the additional details, Mr Witness. 23 

I would like to show you a BBC video of an evacuation from a different location in the 24 

Central African Republic.  Now, this video is broadcast in February 2014.  Now I 25 
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would like you to view this video and I have a question for you after that. 1 

For the record, this is at tab 6, CAR-OTP-2107-1708.  And for the interpreters, the 2 

translation is at tab 8, CAR-OTP-2127-4403 at 4405, lines 3 to 9.  I'll be playing the 3 

first 22 seconds. 4 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  5 

"Journalist:  It's a race for life for thousands of Muslims in the Central African 6 

Republic, the old, the young, the women, all raising to safety.  Their fear is not 7 

unfounded.  The Christian Anti-Balaka militia are on a killing spree, hunting 8 

Muslims wherever they can find them."  9 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:53:00] 10 

Q.   [15:53:02] Mr Witness, were you able to see and hear the video? 11 

A.   [15:53:10] Yes, yes.  I was able to see the images there on the screen, but I 12 

couldn't identify where -- where those -- where that footage was taken.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:53:31] I think you can, and we'll only ask if this 14 

resembles the situation that the witness went through. 15 

MS PRATHABAN:  [15:53:40] Exactly, Mr President. 16 

Q.   [15:53:42] Mr Witness, did this video that you just saw reflect your evacuation 17 

experience in Mbaïki? 18 

A.   [15:53:55] Yes, the evacuation was similar.  There were big trucks -- there were 19 

big trucks very difficult to board. 20 

Q.   [15:54:27] And does the crowd that you saw in the video, does it comport with 21 

your experience? 22 

A.   [15:54:51] Yeah, it was the same thing.  And as the evacuation was secured by 23 

military men, we were forcibly boarded.  They wanted to -- everybody to board, but 24 

baggage was not allowed. 25 
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Q.   [15:55:27] Thank you.  And in this video we saw footage of children and 1 

women on board the convoys.  Could you approximate how many women and 2 

children there were?  What percentage during this evacuation in Mbaïki?  3 

A.   [15:55:55] When we left the town of Mbaïki, we were 2,000 in total.  There were 4 

a lot more women and children.  There were not many men. 5 

Q.   [15:56:23] Thank you for the additional details, Mr Witness.   6 

So my last question for you today:  Having to flee your home and your community 7 

would've had an impact on you.  So I want you to describe that experience to the 8 

Chamber.  What was this impact on you, your family and your community? 9 

A.   [15:57:02] We had a lot of difficulties.  We had to abandon our homes, abandon 10 

our jobs to go to a foreign place.  It was also extremely difficult for us to find housing.  11 

The situation was extremely difficult. 12 

Q.   [15:57:29] Thank you, Mr Witness.  I have no further questions for you today.  13 

Thank you very much for your time and your patience in answering all of my 14 

questions. 15 

Thank you also to the interpreters and the Chamber. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:41] Well, the Chamber also thanks you, the 17 

examination was concentrated and to the point and we are finished for today.  This 18 

concludes the hearing for today.   19 

Mr Witness, thank you for the moment.   20 

We continue tomorrow at 9.30. 21 

Ms Massidda, we don't continue at 9.30? 22 

MS MASSIDDA:  [15:58:03] I hope so.  Just to inform the Chamber that I have, I 23 

think, four questions for this witness. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:58:06] Yes, okay, we don't forget that.  Yes -- 25 
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MS MASSIDDA:  [15:58:08] Thank you.   1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:58:09] -- but now it's 4 o'clock -- Ms Dimitri also?  2 

No, you're still standing.   3 

Okay, good.  So we conclude for today.  Tomorrow at 9.30. 4 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:58:21] All rise. 5 

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.58 p.m.) 6 
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