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Situation: Central African Republic II 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard 4 

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/18 5 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and 6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung 7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1 8 

Friday, 8 April 2022 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.31 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:31:42] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:12] Good morning, everyone.   14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:32:20] Good morning Mr President, your Honours.   16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference 18 

ICC-01/14-01/18. 19 

And for the record, we are in open session. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:36] Thank you.   21 

I call for the appearances of the parties.  22 

Mr Vanderpuye, first. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:32:42] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Good 24 

morning, everyone.  Good morning, Mr Witness.   25 
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Today, the Prosecution is represented by Pierre Belbenoit-Avich, Yassin Mostfa, and 1 

myself, Kweku Vanderpuye.  Good morning. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:54] Thank you.   3 

The representatives of the victims. 4 

MR DANGABO MOUSSA:  [9:32:56](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honours.   5 

The victims are represented here today by Asso Mouhia and myself, Mr Moussa. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:12] Thank you.  7 

Mr Suprun. 8 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:33:13] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   9 

The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the 10 

Office of Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:22] I turn to the Defence.  12 

Ms Dimitri, first. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:33:24] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 14 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom, as 15 

usual, this morning.  He's represented by Mr Florent Pages-Granier, Ms Daniela 16 

Mvoungou Police, Mr Anta Guissé, Ms Sabrine Bayssat, and myself, Mylène Dimitri. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:42] Thank you.  18 

Mr Knoops. 19 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:33:44] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 20 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.  Good morning, Mr Witness.  21 

The Defence team of Mr Ngaïssona is today before the Chamber with Ms Barbara 22 

Szmatula, Alexandre Desevedavy.   23 

We have a small request to the Chamber.  Ms Marie-Hélène Proulx, counsel for 24 

Mr Ngaïssona, is unfortunately struck by fever, and she would like to follow the 25 
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hearing through video link.  We already applied to the Registry, but we need to seek 1 

approval for the Chamber to have her following the hearing, because she was 2 

supposed to do the examination of this witness next week, if, of course, she's 3 

recovered. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:36] Actually, I don't see any reason why the 5 

Chamber should reject that, so -- you know, I always don't know if there are technical 6 

problems, but from the side of the Chamber, we don't see a problem, let me put it this 7 

way. 8 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:34:50] Thank you Mr, Mr President.  Thank you so much. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:53] And, of course, most importantly, we have 10 

a witness today here.  This is Mr Vivien Beina.   11 

Good morning, Mr Beina. 12 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0888 13 

(The witness speaks Sango)  14 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:10](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:11] On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to 16 

welcome you to the courtroom.  You are called to testify to assist this Chamber in the 17 

case of Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona.  18 

Mr Beina, there should be a card in front of you with the solemn undertaking.  19 

Please have a look on your desk. 20 

Could you please read out loud the content of this card. 21 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:51](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I shall tell the truth, 22 

nothing but the truth, and the entire truth. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:58] Thank you, Mr Beina.  You are now 24 

under oath, and you have been informed what that means.  You have to tell us the 25 
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truth in this courtroom.   1 

Mr Vanderpuye, you have an objection?  2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:36:08] No, Mr President, I don't have an objection.  I was 3 

just checking to see if there were any Rule 87 -- Rule 87 issues with respect to this 4 

witness, but I take it that there are not, so that's the reason why I rose.  I'm sorry  5 

if I --  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:25] No problem.  No problem.  7 

So, Mr Beina, before we start with your testimony, there are a few practical matters 8 

that I want to explain to you.  You are aware that everything that we say here in the 9 

courtroom is written down and interpreted.  And to allow for the interpretation, we 10 

have to speak at a relatively slow pace so that the interpreters can follow.  And, 11 

please, only speak also when you're asked, and only start speaking when the person 12 

that asked you a question has finished and, perhaps, wait a couple of seconds so that 13 

everybody can catch up.  Thank you very much.   14 

And before I give Mr Vanderpuye the floor, there's something, yeah, I think,  15 

positive and with a slight edge of negativeness in it.  I have been informed that  16 

Ms Claire Parment will be interpreting for the last time today, after a long career at 17 

the ICTY and at the ICC.  So we -- I know her very well, of course.   18 

And I'm really glad to have the opportunity to not only welcome you today but to 19 

also wish you all the best for your retirement and for your first, if I'm informed 20 

correctly, grandson, if this is correctly.   21 

So thank you very much for your work. 22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:37:53] Thank you. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:55] So I then give the floor to Mr Vanderpuye. 24 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:38:01] Thank you very much Mr President. 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-120-Red3-ENG CT2 WT 08-04-2022 4/87 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0888 
 

08.04.2022          Page 5 
 

QUESTIONED BY MR VANDERPUYE:  1 

Q.   [9:38:12] Good morning, Mr Beina.  My name is Kweku Vanderpuye.  I did 2 

not have an opportunity to meet you earlier, so I just wanted to introduce myself to 3 

you and to thank you for making yourself available to testify in this case.   4 

I'll be conducting your examination today, and I hope to be done in a few hours.  5 

And I will -- I'll try to organise my examination in a way that is easy enough to follow.  6 

It will be linked to the previous statements that you've provided to the Office of the 7 

Prosecutor in the course of the investigation of this case.   8 

And I'll try to refrain from matters that may -- may be uncomfortable for you to 9 

answer.  If in the course of the examination I ask you about information that may be 10 

uncomfortable, just let us know.  And if it's appropriate, I can ask the Chamber and 11 

the Presiding Judge if it might be more appropriate to proceed in private session.  12 

Private session simply means that the proceedings won't be broadcast for a -- for a 13 

limited period of time. 14 

We are going through an interpreter.  So it's important to allow a certain amount of 15 

time between the question that I may ask you and the answer you give.   16 

And it's also important to remember that, as we are going through interpreters, there 17 

may be errors in terms of how a question is interpreted to you or how an answer that 18 

you provide is interpreted to us.  And if that's the case, it may very well be that I will 19 

ask you to repeat your answer, or I may repose the question.  So if you could just 20 

bear with me, that would be helpful.   21 

If there's anything I ask you that's not clear during the course of the examination, then 22 

just let me know, and I'll try to figure out a way to present it in a manner that we can 23 

better understand one another.  And I think that's about it for the moment.   24 

I want to ask you some questions about your background first and then about your 25 
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statements to the Office of the Prosecutor, and then we can get into the substance of 1 

your evidence.   2 

Is that okay? 3 

A.   [9:41:08] Yes, that's fine.  I've understood. 4 

Q.   [9:41:14] All right.  Then, if you could please state your full name for the 5 

record.  6 

A.   [9:41:29] My name is Beina Ngbha Rostand Vivien.  Rostand Vivien.  7 

Q.   [9:41:40] What is your date of birth, sir?  8 

A.   [9:41:55] I was born on 25 November 1983 in Bocaranga. 9 

Q.   [9:42:04] Can you tell the Chamber what your ethnicity is and what your 10 

religion is.  11 

A.   [9:42:18] I am from the Gbaya, Bokoto ethnic group, and I am a Christian, and I 12 

belong to the Baptist church. 13 

Q.   [9:42:31] And has anyone approached you or contacted you with respect to your 14 

testimony or cooperation in the trial of this case?  15 

A.   [9:43:00] Are you talking about Bangui?  When I was in Bangui?   16 

I don't understand the question that this person has put to me. 17 

Q.   [9:43:10] At any point in time before -- before coming here to testify, has 18 

anybody contacted you or approached you in regard to your cooperation or 19 

testimony? 20 

A.   [9:43:37] No, no one has contacted me. 21 

Q.   [9:43:40] Do you have any concerns regarding your personal security or the 22 

security of your family in relation to the testimony you may provide? 23 

A.   [9:44:06] Of course.  You know, we belong to a country that is always at war.  24 

The city of Bangui is a small city compared to other cities.  It is true that when 25 
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someone leaves Bangui -- well, I told no one, but I'm sure that my presence here is 1 

known to many people in Bangui.  I am worried about any security and the security 2 

of my family, who I have to protect.  3 

Q.   [9:44:53] Okay.  If there's anything about that --  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:44:54] With regard to the protective measures, I 5 

think the Chamber -- there was a process in place, and the Chamber has given an 6 

answer. 7 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:45:02] Indeed. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:03] So, yeah. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:45:04] Yeah. 10 

Q.   [9:45:05] If there's any concern that you have during the course of your 11 

testimony, let us know, like I said, and if it's appropriate I will -- I will approach the 12 

Presiding Judge and the Chamber to see how we might proceed.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:18] Perhaps to reassure the witness --  14 

Mr Beina, what the Prosecutor means is if -- we have the possibility to go into private 15 

session.  That means that, outside this courtroom, nobody can hear you.  But only 16 

under certain circumstances, and the Prosecutor would have applied this to the 17 

Chamber, to the Judges.   18 

Please continue, Mr Vanderpuye. 19 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:45:47] Thank you, Mr President. 20 

Q.   [9:45:49] Now, I want to ask you a few things about your background.  I 21 

understand from your statement that you did some work in relation to the DDR 22 

process in your country.  That's in your first statement at paragraph 16.   23 

I believe that's at tab 8 and tab 26 in the binder.  At least the English ERN number is 24 

CAR-OTP-2031-0217.  And in the French, it's 2107 -- oh, no, I have the wrong number 25 
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there.  Anyway, I have the English number, and I'll come to the French one later.   1 

But, in any event, you did some work, as I understand it, in relation to the DDR 2 

programme, as you say in your statement. 3 

How long did you do that? 4 

A.   [9:46:54] I worked for the DDR programme and for MINUSCA as part of the 5 

CVR.  I was a computer expert.  We did profiling of former combatants.  6 

Q.   [9:47:16] How long did you do that for? 7 

A.   [9:47:30] I did that work, I think it was a contract that lasted three or four 8 

months, and I was profiling former combatants. 9 

Q.   [9:47:45] Okay.  And that was in 2016, I take it? 10 

A.   [9:47:58] Yes, 2016. 11 

Q.   [9:48:00] And the former combatants that you were profiling were coming from 12 

which groups? 13 

A.   [9:48:23] Well, the two groups; the Anti-Balaka and the Seleka. 14 

Q.   [9:48:29] Okay.  And in relation to your background, we understand that you 15 

were a member of the Anti-Balaka.  From your statement, I think you indicate that 16 

you joined the coordination in May 2014.   17 

How long were you a member of the Anti-Balaka? 18 

A.   [9:49:06] As you just said, the coordination of the Anti-Balaka movement was 19 

created -- no, 20 June 2014, yes, at the UNDP.  So, you see, the coordination was set 20 

up for the members of the Central African Republic by Minister Montaigne who said 21 

that the government wanted to have interlocutories or kind of interface between the 22 

armed groups and the government.  So it had to do with DDR, with a view to 23 

disarming former combatants.  It was necessary to have a group of people who 24 

could be a kind of interface between the government and the armed groups.  That's 25 
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why the meeting was held in the UNDP compound. 1 

Q.   [9:50:23] How long were you a member of the Anti-Balaka?  For what period of 2 

time?  3 

A.   [9:50:46] As I said, I was in that group because, initially, towards the south, 4 

when the Anti-Balaka had set up operations in the south, it was a matter of meeting 5 

with the authorities.  That was -- it was in the course of 2014.  Mr Yekatom sent my 6 

younger brother, Habib, and asked me to come and see him because they had some 7 

programmes -- or, rather, plans.  At first, they had chosen minister Bara.  They had 8 

chosen Bara to enter government, but -- 9 

Q.   [9:51:47] One moment. 10 

A.   [9:51:48] -- in the government --  11 

Q.   [9:51:55] I did not mean to interpret you, but my question -- we'll come to that.  12 

My question is only for how long you were in the Anti-Balaka.   13 

So from June 2014, when the coordination was set up, for how -- how long were you 14 

in the group, or are you still in the group? 15 

A.   [9:52:36] I'm answering your question.  When I joined the movement, when the 16 

coordination was set up and when the party was established, that is when I left and 17 

entered the party. 18 

Q.   [9:52:55] Okay.  You mean the PCUD? 19 

A.   [9:53:08] Yes, the PCUD. 20 

Q.   [9:53:12] All right.  And that would have been towards of 2014, is that about 21 

right? 22 

A.   [9:53:29] The PCUD was established in 2015 or 2016.  The approval was given 23 

towards the end of 2016.  That is when the party received official standing. 24 

Q.   [9:53:57] Okay.  And can you tell the Chamber what positions you held while 25 
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you were in the Anti-Balaka.  We have an indication that you were the general 1 

treasure or in the general treasury, but did you hold any other positions? 2 

A.   [9:54:31] Thank you.  I believe that it was the position of general treasurer, and 3 

you said so, you said this yourself.  Because when it was a matter of structuring the 4 

coordination, there was the general coordinator, the assistant coordinator general, the 5 

treasurer, and a number of secretaries and advisers. 6 

Q.   [9:55:01] Okay.  And I understand that you also attended the Brazzaville talks 7 

in July 2014 as a member of the Anti-Balaka delegation; is that right? 8 

A.   [9:55:22] Yes, that's true.  Yes, I took part in the Brazzaville forum as a 9 

Anti-Balaka member. 10 

Q.   [9:55:37] I want to ask you some questions about the statements that you 11 

provided to the Office of the Prosecutor.  Two of them, particularly.  One was 12 

provided in May and June 2016 over the course of several days. 13 

Do you remember that? 14 

A.   [9:56:17] Yes, I remember.  I remember the dates when the OTP contacted me 15 

in 2016 so as to take a statement from me. 16 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:56:35] And, just for the record, that is at tab 8 and 26, 17 

CAR-OTP-2031-0212 and CAR-OTP-2107-1280, respectively, Mr President. 18 

Q.   [9:56:56] The second statement, do you recall giving that one in April 2019? 19 

A.   [9:57:43] 2018. 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:57:45] The interpreter mentions that he did not hear the 21 

entire response from the witness.  Could the witness kindly repeat his response. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:57:53] 23 

Q.   [9:57:54] If you could please repeat your response so the interpreter can -- can 24 

interpreter it into the record, please.  Sorry about that.  25 
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A.   [9:58:10] Yes, I remember.   1 

The question you put to me was about 2018 or 2019.  Yes, I remember that my 2 

statement was taken again, and I signed that statement. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:58:35] Ms Dimitri. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:58:35] Mr President, probably -- it probably explains the confusion.  5 

In English we have April 2019, and in French we have April 2018. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:58:49] Might very well be.  Thank you, 7 

Ms Dimitri. 8 

Please, Mr Vanderpuye.  9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:58:52] Thank you Mr President. 10 

Q.   [9:58:57] This was -- the second one was the one in which you were shown some 11 

videos and identified some people.  That might help you remember that.   12 

In any event, for the record, Mr President, that's at tab 32, CAR-OTP-2108-0333, and 13 

tab 30, CAR-OTP-2107-6567. 14 

Mr Witness, during the course of those interviews, I take it that you were informed 15 

that it was important for you to tell the truth and to answer the questions put to you 16 

as completely as you could; is that right? 17 

A.   [9:59:56] Yes, that I was -- that's what I was asked to do.  And as you say, I have 18 

no paper in front of me.  I don't have all the dates in my mind.   19 

During the familiarisation, I was given the opportunity to read over my statement, 20 

and I saw that it was in 2019.  But I must admit that I can't remember all the dates.  21 

Maybe you have the dates because you have the actual documents right in front of 22 

you, but I must say that I don't have the documents here at hand, and I haven't -- I 23 

don't remember all the dates. 24 

Q.   [10:00:46] Of course not.  Nobody would and nobody expects that of you, so 25 
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don't worry about that.  We do have the documents, in fact, in front of us. 1 

You had an opportunity to correct and read those statements, and you made some 2 

corrections, which we've received.  These are some handwritten corrections that you 3 

made.  4 

And for the record, that is CAR-OTP-2135-2580.   5 

And you noted certain -- certain small errors, I would say, in the statements that you 6 

read; is that fair? 7 

A.   [10:01:33] Yes, that's correct.  I noted that there were problems as regards 8 

names and, therefore, I introduced some corrections so that it would reflect reality.  I 9 

don't know if it was a problem of having written it down, but there was some 10 

inaccuracy as regards some of the names. 11 

Q.   [10:02:03] Indeed, we have -- we have those corrections, and you signed it, I see, 12 

and dated it 31 March *2022.   13 

With respect having made those corrections and having read your statements, can 14 

you confirm that your -- your statements are, subject to the corrections, accurate and 15 

correctly reflect what you -- what you told the investigators at the time? 16 

A.   [10:02:48] Yes.  After having read through and the corrections which were 17 

made, I can say that this reflects reality.  I have no further comments to make on this. 18 

Q.   [10:03:06] All right.  Just -- just one or two more questions on it.  The first is, 19 

do you stand by what you said in your statements today before this Chamber?   20 

The second question is, do you have any objection to the Chamber considering your 21 

statements as evidence in this case? 22 

A.   [10:03:48] Yes, my statement stands.  These are statements which I did in 2016 23 

and 2018, '19.  These are statements which I've already made.  I have nothing 24 

further to add.  So these statements are valid.  25 
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Q.   [10:04:18] Okay.  And do you accept that the Chamber may consider them as 1 

evidence in this case? 2 

A.   [10:04:36] Yes.  I have no objections that this is regarded as evidence in this 3 

case. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:45] So, for the record, we say that the 5 

fulfillment of -- the requirements for Rule 68(3) are fulfilled, subject to the corrections 6 

made by Mr Beina. 7 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:05:02] Thank you -- thank you, Mr President. 8 

Q.   [10:05:04] I want to ask you some questions, as I said before, about the substance 9 

of your statements.  And I know that you don't have anything to add to them, so it 10 

may sound as I'm asking you some questions that are you repeating what's already in 11 

your statement, or, in fact, you may not have anything to add to them.  So I just want 12 

to let you know that that's what I intend to do.  And it may sound like I'm -- I'm 13 

asking you questions you've already answered, but just bear with me, and hopefully 14 

we'll get through it just fine.  But I'm only going to go through some of the questions 15 

or some of issues in your statement, and then -- and then move on from there.  16 

Okay? 17 

A.   [10:06:04] Okay.  I've understood. 18 

Q.   [10:06:10] All right.  I'll start pretty much almost at the beginning of the 19 

statement, but at the beginning of the statement, you discuss how your brother was 20 

arrested, your brother Habib Beina was arrested, and that he was taken to Camp de 21 

Roux, as it turned out, and you had someone, a sister, who went to go speak to the 22 

director of Djotodia security, General Hassan, who ultimately ordered his release.  23 

That's at paragraph 21 of your 2016 statement. 24 

So my question first is, how is it that it came to be that your sister was able to get in 25 
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contact with Djotodia's director of security, General Hassan?  If you know.  1 

A.   [10:07:26] Thank you for the question.  Excuse me.  During that conflict -- can 2 

I just go a bit more back -- 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:07:43] Yes, yes.  4 

THE WITNESS:  [10:07:44](Interpretation) -- to allow you to understand the 5 

situation?   6 

Habib was one of the elements of the presidential guard which was based in 7 

Bossembélé at that time.  And when the Seleka arrived, they attacked Bossembélé.  8 

During that time, Habib was in Bossembélé.  During the attacks, Habib and the 9 

others were forced to walk.  They left Bossembélé on foot to go to Boda, Mbaïki, and 10 

ultimately arrived in Bangui.  They did all that journey on foot.   11 

Once in Bangui, Habib was only wearing some shorts and sandals and a t-shirt.  12 

These are things that farmers gave him.  When he arrived back home, we were 13 

together.  We spent about one month together.  Habib was at the home.   14 

One morning - it was a Sunday.  It was raining on that particular day - we heard the 15 

noise of a vehicle.  And when I looked outside, I saw my big sister.  She was born 16 

when my father was in the service.  She was born over there.  I saw a Mercedes 17 

vehicle, and I went outside to welcome her.  Her husband was a gendarme of Runga 18 

ethnicity.  He was part of the Seleka, and he slept at the gendarmerie -- she slept at 19 

the gendarmerie with her husband.  So I asked her, "You came here.  Is it a surprise 20 

visit?"   21 

So I welcomed them and told them to sit down.  There was a boy called Jamal (phon), 22 

as well.  The husband had a baby who -- and I was -- and I called Habib whilst he 23 

was sleeping when he had left.  And they welcomed each other, and we were 24 

together.   25 
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Outside, before the door, because it was raining outside, we were in a hanger -- or 1 

under a hanger.  We were talking to each other, and we *realised that our 2 

brother-in-law was talking in Arabic.  We didn't understand what he was saying 3 

because he was talking Arabic.   4 

Suddenly, a pickup vehicle with Seleka elements arrived and stopped just before our 5 

door.  Some were armed, and they positioned themselves.  Somebody left the cab 6 

and said, "Habib, we've come to look for you.  We've been looking for you."  7 

Habib said, "Why did you come and look for me?" 8 

And he answered, "We've come to look for you." 9 

He asked the question at Habib, why Habib hadn't gone to the big door, and he 10 

said -- Habib said that it's normally to pass -- "Is it normal to participate in a big 11 

meeting on a Sunday?  Why you've come to look for me?  You don't even know 12 

who I am?  So you came here with us.  All of a sudden, you're asking me questions.  13 

You said you've come to look for me, and I'm asking you why." 14 

So everybody who was there was against it.  Habib got up to talk.  One of them 15 

gave him a kick or -- and I said, "Look, if you want to take him, just take him.  It's 16 

better that you take me as well because it's my big brother."   17 

So one of them told me, "Careful.  If you aren't careful, you too will be stopped and 18 

arrested."  19 

They opened the cab.  And during that time, when we were discussing things, my 20 

wife saw the elements of FOMAC who were next to the Bimbo hospital.  My wife ran 21 

to them and asked them -- or gave them this information and said, "Look, the Seleka 22 

have come in our zone."   23 

So they -- they left.  * They came and they fired some warning shots.  And when 24 

they came back, all the neighbours had fled, and I was at home.  They stopped and 25 
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they asked the question, "Where was that women who had been there?" 1 

And I said to them, "Well, look, you have fired gunshots.  The women couldn't bear 2 

that and, therefore, fled." 3 

And they said, "When we were here, there were woman here."   4 

So they were saying that there must have been some sort of communication between 5 

them and the Seleka chief because it is the women who provided this information.  6 

They saw women.  But when they came back, there were no longer any women 7 

there. 8 

So they left, and they came back with a Seleka general called Moussa.  They said that 9 

Habib must have arms, weapons in the house:  They insisted on that.  They had 10 

received information that Habib had weapons and was walking around in the 11 

neighbourhood with them.  And I said to them, "When Habib arrived from the bush, 12 

he only had shorts on.  He lost everything in Bossembélé before he arrived in Bangui.  13 

And when he arrived in Bangui, his wife, his children were still in the provinces."  14 

So they put him in the vehicle with the elements next to him.  And during that time, 15 

one of the elements pointed with his weapon and wanted to search everything in the 16 

house.   17 

When we entered the house, there was wind, and the roof made noise, and so they 18 

fled because they thought it was an attack.  "No, no, no," I said, "these are the roof, 19 

the sheets of the roofing that are making this noise."  I was behind and there was 20 

another one in front, so they went through all the rooms, they searched the house, 21 

and they arrived in my room.  I had computers, telephones.  I had all that sort of 22 

equipment.   23 

And when they were talking in Arabic, we went behind the house, because behind us, 24 

there are some bushes near the riverbank.  So we went there because we make things 25 
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out of wood so that we could make some sort of bricks.   1 

And they asked, "What is under these sheets?"  They searched there.  They searched 2 

in the rooms.  They went into the rooms where I -- Habib was -- used to sleep.  They 3 

searched thoroughly and found nothing. 4 

One of them said, "Well, we've searched everything.  We searched the entire house, 5 

so release him."  And they said, "No, we're not going to release him."  6 

* My brother-in-law who had spoken Arabic, I said to him: “brother-in-law, look, 7 

those people who came here, you spoke with them in Arabic.  Can't you intervene?"  8 

Because at that time, if the Seleka took someone, they would really kill that person.  9 

And Habib was in the presidential guard, so they left with Habib.  Two days, we 10 

didn't see Habib.  We didn't have any news about him.   11 

One of my uncles and one of my aunts left and spoke on the Radio Ndeke Luka, and 12 

said, "If you've taken our brother and you've killed him, we would like to have his 13 

body back.  You have taken him.  We don't know where he is.  We don't have any 14 

news about him."  And one of my uncles went to the police, to the gendarmerie, 15 

nothing. 16 

Finally, he had left to Camp de Roux.  He asked the gendarmerie to ask Djotodia if he 17 

could -- he asked whether he could see Djotodia.  And he said, "Look, he has a 18 

nephew, but the Seleka, the elements of the Seleka have kidnapped him two days ago, 19 

and we don't know where he is." 20 

Djotodia said, "Well, look, the elements are in control," and asked if he was a soldier.  21 

And then asked that they should search through the jails.  And when they searched, 22 

they found Habib.  He was tie up in a cell in Camp de Roux.  And so they said, "Oh, 23 

look, he's in Camp de Roux."  24 

Djotodia asked that he be released from that prison.  So Habib was released from the 25 
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prison, and we were asked whether he was a soldier.  And he said, yes.  And then 1 

he said, "Why was I stopped?" 2 

And he said, "No, I was at home.  My sister came with her husband, and they 3 

arrived and they took me."  He said he was a soldier of the regular army.   4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:17] Thank you, Mr Witness, for these details 5 

and for this account.  So I think we get an idea of what happened during these days 6 

when the Seleka had the power, so that's also I think, for the background for our case, 7 

it's quite interesting.  Thank you very much.  8 

So, Mr Vanderpuye, please continue. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:19:36] Thank you very much, Mr President.   10 

Q.   [10:19:37] And I do appreciate the detail that you've provided. 11 

Just for clarity, the General Hassan that you referred to in your statement is  12 

General Justin Hassan; is that right?  That's Djotodia's brother, or you don't know? 13 

A.   [10:20:10] He was the director general of security of Djotodia.  He was 14 

contacted, and it was through him that we were able to have Habib released.   15 

After Habib was released, there was a misunderstanding between them.  It was my 16 

big sister who went there.  She went there, she discussed with him, and he was 17 

released.  Two days later, General Hassan called, called us in order to inform us that 18 

after the release, there was a disagreement that took place between them, and so he 19 

had to come back so that we could hear what he had to say.   20 

* My big sister brought him again to see the general.  The general called the 21 

prosecutor Tolmo and was introduced.  * And the General Hassan got rid of Habib 22 

in the presence of the Prosecutor. 23 

Q.   [10:21:47] All right.  Thank you for that.   24 

I just want to remind you that we actually -- we have your statement, which is quite 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-120-Red3-ENG CT2 WT 08-04-2022 18/87 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0888 
 

08.04.2022          Page 19 
 

complete, already in the evidence.  So I'll try to be more focused in my questions, 1 

and that may -- that may help move things along a little bit quicker.   2 

In your statement, you said - and this is the first statement, again, from 2016 - that 3 

Habib fled to Zongo at some point.  And you said he was there for four or five 4 

months.  This is at paragraph 23 of the statement.  So I just want to -- if you're able 5 

to tell the Chamber from what period was he had Zongo, for what amount of time?  6 

From what month to what month, if you know? 7 

A.   [10:22:51] Thank you.  I think that in my statement, I said that Habib was in 8 

Zongo.  Habib didn't -- when he was stopped and Habib was arrested, the 9 

prosecutor, Tolmo, instructed a commissioner -- I don't remember his family 10 

name -- and asked him to take him to the police.  His name -- his nickname was 11 

Barthélémy.  And he was also there.   12 

You know, the case of Habib affected the entire family, so everybody was looking at 13 

what was happening.  The commissioner who questioned Habib realised that 14 

Prosecutor Tolmo was asking that Habib be detained for 48 hours, and then 12 hours, 15 

but then it became one week.  He spent one week in OCRB, and during the second 16 

week, in the OCRB.  And during the second week, I asked to see the prosecutor, 17 

Tolmo, to see what was happening.  I wanted to know why was he being held, why 18 

was he being questioned for two weeks, and now we were moving into the third 19 

week.   20 

And after having had that discussion, about 4, 5 o'clock, he saw me for two or three 21 

minutes, and I explained the effects -- the case of my small brother and said he had 22 

nothing to -- he said he had nothing to say about that, and he would have to go in 23 

front of the examining judge.  And I said, "So, I've been trying to meet you for the 24 

last few days, and I'm not happy with your answers."  25 
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And he said, "No, it's not possible.  I'm not here in order to deal this."  He closed his 1 

office and left. 2 

Q.   [10:25:18] I'm sorry.  I'm sorry to interrupt you, but I just want to know how 3 

long Habib was in Zongo.  So --   4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:25:22] No.  He said he was, in his statement, for 5 

four or five months, but the period.  6 

Mr Witness, it's been a long time, and it is obviously very difficult to remember such a 7 

detail, but if you know, please tell us.  If not, say simply, I don't know it, exactly, 8 

which month in 2013 your brother has been in Zongo. 9 

THE WITNESS:  [10:26:14](Interpretation) When he was in Zongo -- the month that 10 

he was in Zongo was the month during which he escape the OCRB and crossed the 11 

river.  I don't remember the exact month.  I think he was there for four or five 12 

months.  At that time I was in Bangui. 13 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:26:45] 14 

Q.   [10:26:46] Okay.  That's helpful.  That's what I wanted to know, is if he knew 15 

what months he was there. 16 

I think you also said that -- that Yekatom was also in Zongo at some point. 17 

Do you know that?  Do you remember that?   18 

And that's at paragraph 31 of your statement, where you say that Yekatom had fled to 19 

Zongo. 20 

Do you know if Habib and Yekatom were at -- in Zongo at the same time?  Do you 21 

have that information? 22 

A.   [10:27:46] I don't have enough information on that, but they left differently.  * 23 

First Habib was arrested here, and then escaped to go to Zongo. Yekatom was also 24 

arrested by the Seleka, and he also successfully escaped and fled to Zongo.  I have no 25 
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idea how he lived in Zongo. 1 

Q.   [10:28:12] Were you in contact with Habib at any point while he was in Zongo?  2 

Did he call you on the phone or come by, come to Bangui? 3 

A.   [10:28:39](Interpretation) When Habib was in Zongo, he, from time to time, 4 

called me, but I didn't go to Zongo myself.  5 

Q.   [10:28:53] Did he tell you what he was doing in Zongo, who he was with? 6 

A.   [10:29:13] You must remember, there were many in Zongo.  Habib was over 7 

there.  I'd like to say that when Habib left for Zongo, we looked around *for Beinas.  8 

You know there are many Beinas.  Aristide fled to go to Zongo.  All those soldiers 9 

found themselves in Zongo.  There were many in Zongo, so I cannot know what he 10 

was doing there.  I know there were many soldiers and civilians, and they could do 11 

whatever they wanted over there without me knowing what they were doing. 12 

Q.   [10:30:01] Okay.  Well, did he tell you what they were doing, or you talked 13 

about other things? 14 

A.   [10:30:20] But Zongo didn't work. 15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:30:24] Correction:  He didn't work in Zongo. 16 

THE WITNESS:  [10:30:29](Interpretation) When he went over and then came back to 17 

the country -- well, what's more, we learned that when they were together in Zongo 18 

and they spoke to one another, Maxime Mokom was also there.  He was the one who 19 

informed the Congolese intelligence services that the group of soldiers there were 20 

getting ready to start a rebellion.  And without checking the information, they 21 

arrested those soldiers and shut them up in a container for two weeks. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:31:15] 23 

Q.   [10:31:16] I take it that's something that Habib told you.  Who were the soldiers 24 

that -- that were arrested, if you know? 25 
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A.   [10:31:37] The soldiers who were arrested in Zongo -- well, actually, could you 1 

please repeat the question?  I haven't understood it properly. 2 

Q.   [10:31:51] I think you said that Maxime Mokom informed the Congolese 3 

authorities that the soldiers that were there were planning a rebellion, and that 4 

soldiers were arrested and locked up for a period of time.  So I was asking you, first, 5 

if the information came from Habib Beina, your brother, and second -- well, first, did 6 

that information come from Habib Beina, your brother? 7 

A.   [10:32:36] Yes.  Yes, it was Habib who gave me that information.   8 

During that period of time, Habib wanted to go to Bangui because living conditions 9 

were difficult there.  The wages in the CAR had been cut off.  The HCR was not 10 

helping the soldiers who were in exile.  And what's more, that's what led Aristide to 11 

crossover again and to return to the country.   12 

He said to me that the living conditions were very difficult in Zongo, and that's why 13 

he preferred to go back to the country.  And even if he had to die, he would rather 14 

die there.  Habib stayed in Zongo. 15 

Q.   [10:33:38] All right.  Aristide is whom? 16 

A.   [10:33:49] Aristide is my younger brother.  He was born after Habib.  He too is 17 

a soldier.    18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:34:04] If the Zongo interpreter understood correctly the 19 

last part of the witness's response. 20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:34:10] 21 

Q.   [10:34:10] If I could just ask you to repeat the last part of your answer because 22 

the interpreters did not catch it.  23 

A.   [10:34:28] About what question?  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:30] Let me -- let me try. 25 
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Mr Witness, it was not completely clear if you had said that your younger brother is 1 

also a soldier.  Did we understand that correctly, or is this wrong? 2 

THE WITNESS:  [10:35:03](Interpretation) I was asked who Aristide was, and I said 3 

that Aristide was my younger brother.  So Aristide is a soldier.  He was born after 4 

me.  There was Aristide and Habib.  I was born after another one, so that's -- well, 5 

you see, it's the order in the family.  Aristide is a soldier. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:32] Mr Beina, that is -- apologies.  That 7 

sometimes happens with the translation, that we have problems.  So please bear with 8 

us when we ask you something again.  This is not to do something bad to you.  It is 9 

simply that it was not getting through.   10 

And the other question was, you spoke of the information that your brother gave you, 11 

Habib, if I have understood it correctly, that some soldiers, some officers were locked 12 

up in a container in Zongo for two weeks. 13 

Did your brother tell you who these soldiers were?  Do you recall any names?  14 

THE WITNESS:  [10:36:30](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  He didn't give 15 

me details.  He just told me that they were * together with a fellow called Yekatom, 16 

they were in a group of people.  They were arrested.  And when they were in 17 

prison, they were told that they were accused of organising a rebellion, and  18 

Mr Maxime Mokom had given that information.  But, personally, to say the names 19 

or the number of people arrested, they didn't tell me. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:37:11] Thank you very much Mr Witness.   21 

Please, Mr Vanderpuye. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:37:14] Thank you, Mr President.  23 

Q.   [10:37:17] You've mentioned that Habib told you about Yekatom, I suppose.  24 

And the Yekatom that he told you about, is that the Yekatom that's on trial in this 25 
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Court, or is that someone else, to your knowledge? 1 

A.   [10:37:48] Yes, it's the same person; the same Yekatom who is here in this room. 2 

Q.   [10:37:53] You -- well, let me just ask you about a couple of names, because you 3 

mentioned that your brother mentioned Maxime Mokom as having given information, 4 

but I want to ask you if any of these names ring a bell to you or you know them.  5 

One of them is Eugène Ngaikosset. 6 

Have you heard that name before? 7 

A.   [10:38:17] Yes --  8 

Q.   [10:38:25] Do you have any information --  9 

A.   [10:38:27] -- I've already heard that name before. 10 

Q.   [10:38:30] Did you have information that he was in Zongo? 11 

A.   [10:38:47] Eugène?  No.  I'm not sure that it was Eugène.  I think it's rather 12 

Claude Ngaikosset who was in Zongo.  I wasn't in Zongo.   13 

At one particular point, Eugène was in prison in the Congo until the end of the 14 

transition, just until the end of the transition of Samba-Panza.  That is when he came 15 

back to Bangui.  I think it was Claude. 16 

Q.   [10:39:23] Okay.  Maybe I'll just readout a few names, and then you can tell us 17 

if you recognise any of them as having been in Zongo.  One of them is Abel 18 

Denamganai, Hervé Ganazoui, Thierry Tribunal, Florent Dokabona.  19 

Did you hear any of those names as having been in Zongo. 20 

A.   [10:40:13] They might have been in Zongo, but, no, I don't have information 21 

about those people, all those names you just gave.  They're now in prison.  Some 22 

were in the rebellion with Bozizé, so I don't know.  I wasn't in Zongo, so I can't tell 23 

you more than that.  24 

Q.   [10:40:44] That's fine.  And above all, I don't want you to guess.  So if you 25 
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don't know, you just say you don't know.  That's good.   1 

You mentioned at a certain point that --  2 

I see that counsel's on her feet.  Let me just ...  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:40:56] Translation issue, I assume. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:40:58] Yes, Mr President, because it might have its importance.  5 

He said in French "certains sont", present tense.  "Sont dans la rébellion avec Bozizé."  6 

And it was interpreted:  "They were in the rebellion with Bozizé." 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:41:13] Well, past and presence can sometimes 8 

be -- make a huge difference, so to speak.  Okay, thank you, Ms Dimitri.   9 

Mr Vanderpuye. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:41:21] Thank you.  That's -- that's very helpful.  I 11 

appreciate that.  12 

Q.   [10:41:25] You mentioned that at a certain point Habib came back, came back to 13 

Bangui, or came back from Zongo.  I wanted to ask you if you know where he was 14 

either before he came back or when he left Zongo or when he first arrived?  Do you 15 

know where he had been, if he had been anyplace besides Zongo? 16 

A.   [10:42:20] Thank you.  As for the other side of the river, I don't know.  Habib 17 

left Zongo, and he crossed directly towards -- and went towards Bimbo.  But to say 18 

that from there he left somewhere else, I don't know about that.  But he left Zongo, 19 

and he crossed directly here. 20 

Q.   [10:42:54] All right.  You mentioned that at a certain point he joined Yekatom's 21 

group. 22 

Do you remember when that was and where that was?  23 

A.   [10:43:26] I believe that the decision -- they took the decision there before they 24 

crossed over.  I wasn't there, so I don't know what they decided.  But one evening, 25 
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when Habib crossed, he met me at home, and I wanted to go behind the house.  I 1 

met Habib, and I said, "Oh, you're back?"  Because I was afraid. 2 

The Seleka were occupying a house opposite our house.  On the other side as well, 3 

they were occupying a business.  So there were Seleka around.  I saw Habib, and I 4 

was afraid.  And I said, "Habib are you back?"   5 

And he said, "No.  We suffered too much over there.  The best thing would be to 6 

come back and live in our country.  We can't keep on living in slavery.  The ones 7 

who came to make us suffer."   8 

The decision that was -- the decision was taken to drive them out.  So he said he had 9 

come to tell me that he was going into the rebellion.  So --  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:44:47] Mr Witness, may I ask you if you want to 11 

have a short break?  Because we recognise that this brings back harrowing 12 

recollections to you, and we don't want you to continue like that.   13 

So perhaps we'll have a break, I think.  With your questioning, can you already have 14 

an estimation?  Otherwise, I would simply say, perhaps we have the -- this break 15 

until 11:30. 16 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:45:27] Yes, Mr President, I had intended to use the amount 17 

of time we had foreseen.  But, obviously, if the witness is not composed and unable 18 

to continue in that way, then I think it's appropriate, one, to take a break and, B, to 19 

shorten the examination.  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:43] I think so, too.  21 

And, Mr Witness, we are -- we are very sorry that this -- this questioning is so difficult 22 

for you.  I can really -- I can really say for everyone, and especially here for the 23 

Chamber, that we feel for you, and we will give you a chance to recover.  And please 24 

bear in mind that also how important it is that you speak about the events that 25 
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happened at that time.  So thank you very much, for the moment. 1 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:46:12] All rise. 2 

(Recess taken at 10.46 a.m.)  3 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.)  4 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:33:37] All rise. 5 

Please be seated. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:09] Welcome back, Mr Witness.  We are glad 7 

to see you again, and we hope that you recovered a little bit and you can continue 8 

with the examination. 9 

Mr Vanderpuye, you have the floor. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [11:34:23] Thank you, Mr President. 11 

Q.   [11:34:26] Good morning, Mr Beina. 12 

I will continue from where I left off, but -- if you're feeling unwell, or uncomfortable, 13 

just let us know, and we'll try to accommodate that.   14 

I think when we left off, I'd asked you about when it was and where it was that your 15 

younger brother joined Mr Yekatom's group. 16 

Are you able to recall that? 17 

A.   [11:35:25] Thank you.  As regards your question, let me say that my bother and 18 

Yekatom worked together.  He didn't only start working for Yekatom.  No, they 19 

were always together.   20 

I was told by him that, "I want to fight those who have tried to take us as slaves."  21 

And that's why he joined up with them.  He wanted to fight the Seleka, those people.  22 

Q.   [11:36:21] Do you remember when that was, relative to -- maybe you can say, 23 

relative to when the attack on Bangui occurred in December, in the beginning of 24 

December.  How -- how much before that did they -- were they together, as far as 25 
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you were aware? 1 

A.   [11:37:06] They came together, but I can't remember when, because the events 2 

go back ten years. 3 

Q.   [11:37:18] Okay.  That's -- that's fine. 4 

Do you remember where -- where you saw them together or where it was that they 5 

were at the time that you became aware that they were together? 6 

A.   [11:37:55] They were together after they crossed.  They crossed together and 7 

spent time together. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:38:05] May I, shortly.  It's a small thing, just for 9 

the record, because we have this, let's say, this habit that we mention all the counsel 10 

that are following.  And from the start of this session -- not only session, this day,  11 

Mr Omissé Landry is following the proceeding from the video link location.  12 

Normally, he is on the record.  This time he was not, as I have seen.   13 

So, please continue.  It's nothing very important, but just for the completeness of the 14 

record. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [11:38:36] No.  Thank you very much, Mr President.  I 16 

appreciate that. 17 

Q.   [11:38:40] In your statement, Mr Beina, you mentioned a number of individuals 18 

that were with Yekatom or in his group, and I wanted to ask you about some of those 19 

and the roles that they played in his group. 20 

So, first, we were talking about your brother, and your brother became Yekatom's 21 

deputy after Freddy Ouandjio died; is that right? 22 

A.   [11:39:18] Yes, that's correct.   23 

You know, the events which we experienced in the Central African Republic were 24 

serious.  People left Darfur to come and invade the Central African Republic.  We 25 
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found them everywhere in CAR.  You can get all that information on the social 1 

network.  Djotodia installed the Seleka.  He appointed generals in all the 16 2 

prefectures of the Central African Republic.  Those people caused harm to the people 3 

of CAR.   4 

During the nine months of the power of Djotodia, those in the provinces suffered 5 

enormously.  When he took power, I, for example, I was born during a time of  6 

coup d'états.  I never have experienced peace.  During 15 years, I lived from one  7 

coup d'état, from mutinies, one after the either.  And when Djotodia came to power, 8 

we thought we would have peace, we would have some respite, but those elements 9 

spent their time to massacre the population.  And that's why they decided to go to 10 

Zongo.  They were forced to cross and became committed together with their 11 

brothers in arms and some civilians.  They reorganised themselves so they could 12 

fight the Seleka. 13 

Q.   [11:41:30] To your knowledge, was Freddy Ouandjio in Zongo also? 14 

A.   [11:41:44] Yes, Freddy Ouandjio was in Zongo. 15 

Q.   [11:41:48] And Freddy Ouandjio was Yekatom's deputy before your brother; is 16 

that right? 17 

A.   [11:42:11] That's it. 18 

Q.   [11:42:11] You mentioned somebody by the name of Goliatha in your statement, 19 

and you identified him I believe in some video in your second statement, at 20 

paragraphs 20, 33 and 59. 21 

What was Goliatha's role in Yekatom's group or his leadership or the command of the 22 

group, if you know? 23 

A.   [11:42:55] Thank you for the question.  What I said in that paragraph, you can 24 

find in the photo.  When I had my questioning, they showed me photos, and I could 25 
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identify him.  So it wasn't Goliatha.  Goliatha is his family name.  Goliatha.  I 1 

don't want his name to be mispronounced.  It is Goliatha who was a soldier.  Also 2 

today, he works as a soldier.  He was the aide-de-camp of caporal-chef Yekatom. 3 

Q.   [11:43:52] Okay.  That's very helpful.  And I'm sorry if I mispronounce the 4 

name.  I'm -- I'm not sure how to pronounce it, so forgive me for that.   5 

Do you know what his first name was, Goliatha? 6 

A.   [11:44:18] His first name was Alban. 7 

Q.   [11:44:22] I have a name here, Alban "Cyriaque" Goliatha.  Is that how you 8 

know him? 9 

A.   [11:44:41] I know him under the name of Alban Goliatha.  This is the first time 10 

I've heard Cyriaque.   11 

Q.   [11:44:44] Okay.   12 

A.   [11:44:45] I know him as Alban Goliatha.  13 

Q.   [11:44:49] Okay.  That's helpful as well.   14 

You mentioned a certain Momokama in your second statement, and I think you 15 

identified him on a number of videos as well.   16 

What was his role in Yekatom's group, if you know?   17 

Just for maybe everybody's assistance, that's at paragraph 51 of the second statement, 18 

which is at tab 30, I believe.  The ERN should be CAR-OTP-2107-6567.  That might 19 

be of assistance to the witness.   20 

In the statement, it says that he was part -- (Interpretation) "He was part of the 21 

commanding team of Yekatom." 22 

(Speaks English) But do you know what his role was within that commanding team? 23 

A.   [11:46:40] Thank you.  In the video which I was shown, I pointed him out.  24 

And in that video, he was addressing his men, the troops.  He was addressing the 25 
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troops.  That's what happened in that video.  1 

Q.   [11:47:06] Okay.  And do you know if he was a deputy or an aide-de-camp or a 2 

section chief or -- do you know specifically what his role was?  Or you're just 3 

referring to the video and what you could see in it?   4 

A.   [11:47:36] In the command chain, in the military command chain of the group, I 5 

don't really have any idea of the details.  I know that he was part of the command 6 

chain, but I have no details as regards his particular position.  I know that I saw him 7 

in a video, and he was addressing his troops.  He was saying things to them.  But I 8 

don't know his role within the team.  He is a soldier, that I know.  9 

Q.   [11:48:04] Okay.  That's also very helpful.   10 

At paragraph 43 of that second statement, you refer to a certain Manoumana.  Is 11 

that -- can you tell us what his role was within the group.  12 

A.   [11:48:35] Manoumana was part of the individuals who were in the video.  He 13 

also was a soldier, and he's still a soldier today.  He's part of the soldiers who were 14 

in that video. 15 

Q.   [11:48:53] And do you know what his role was within Yekatom' group or 16 

Yekatom's command? 17 

A.   [11:49:12] Manoumana operated more in the provinces.  He wasn't close to the 18 

command of Yekatom.  He operated much more in -- in the provinces, but I don't 19 

really know his specific role within the command chain. 20 

Q.   [11:49:36] When you refer to the -- that he operated in the provinces, where do 21 

you mean?  What provinces are you talking about? 22 

A.   [11:50:00] What I can say is that the Yekatom elements were based in Sekia.  23 

They were very mobile.  They had their family in Bangui, and they went from time 24 

to time to Bangui to visit the family and then left.  They were not very stable. 25 
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Q.   [11:50:25] Okay.  You mention a Cessez Le Feu at paragraph 43 of your second 1 

statement. 2 

Can you tell us what his role was in the group, Yekatom's group, actually?   3 

A.   [11:50:58] Cessez Le Feu?  Yes, I did mention him when I saw the video.  He 4 

too was a soldier in the group.   5 

What I know is that they played a certain military role, and they joined Yekatom to 6 

defend the country because they were all regular soldiers.  And he joined to defend 7 

the country.  8 

Q.   [11:51:32] All right.  And then you mention somebody by the name of Davy.  I 9 

have that at -- in your second statement at paragraph 21 and 60. 10 

Can you tell us what his role was within the group.  11 

A.   [11:52:05] Thank you.  I think that Davy, which I mentioned, I mentioned him 12 

because I saw him in the video.  He was part of the first elements who left 13 

Mr Yekatom.   14 

When they arrived at the IBM level, he went to the Fatima neighbourhood and based 15 

themselves in the Fatima neighbourhood to make an Anti-Balaka group of the 16 

sixth arrondissement.  I don't really have many details about this gentleman.  It's 17 

true, it's a soldier, and he was part of the FACA and is also part of FACA, even today.  18 

Q.   [11:52:58] You said that he left Yekatom' group.  That's what I heard in the 19 

transcript.  But what do you mean by that?  20 

A.   [11:53:16] Yes.  If I say "left the group," it's because at a certain point in time, 21 

some elements no longer shared the same vision of Mr Yekatom.  Why?  Because 22 

Mr Yekatom was against theft.  Mr Yekatom did not want thieving.  But there were 23 

some who went into the movement to benefit or take advantage, to get the bounties of 24 

war, and some couldn't tolerate this.  They decided to go back to Bangui and go to 25 
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Fatima and set up their own group with people of that neighbourhood and behaved 1 

as chiefs of the group.  And they behaved as they felt like they wanted to behave. 2 

Q.   [11:54:23] That's helpful.  Do you know when Davy left Yekatom's group to go 3 

to Fatima? 4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:54:46] The Sango interpreter didn't understand the 5 

witness's answer. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:54:50] I think -- I have understood it.  Although 7 

I don't understand Sango.  8 

But, Mr Witness, could you repeat it, please, your answer.  It did not come through 9 

the interpreters.  Thank you very much. 10 

THE WITNESS:  [11:55:11](Interpretation) Okay.  Thank you.   11 

What I said is that I don't know the date when Davy left the group.  I don't 12 

remember the time frame.   13 

You know, he wasn't alone.  There were quite a few.  There were numerous who 14 

left the group.  I don't remember the period.   15 

There was a certain moment that they took their own decision.  For example, many 16 

went back into the ranks, and some preferred to remain in neighbourhood to carry 17 

out their normal professions. 18 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [11:55:54] 19 

Q.   [11:55:54] Okay.  That's -- that's helpful as well.   20 

I think in your statement, you said you did not know Davy's last name.  But if I 21 

suggest to you Lakouetema, does that sound familiar?  22 

A.   [11:56:22] Lakouetema?  No, I don't know that name. 23 

Q.   [11:56:25] You described someone by the name of Bodios in your second 24 

statement at paragraphs 17, 24, 64 and 68. 25 
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Can you tell the Chamber what his role was, what position was in Yekatom's group.  1 

A.   [11:56:55] Bodios?  Within Yekatom's group, he was part of the soldiers.  2 

Bodios is just like all the other soldiers which you mentioned.   3 

Bodios and Davy were part of those who left to go to Fatima and set up their own 4 

group.  So, I repeat, Bodios is a soldier, even today, and he is still based in Fatima. 5 

Q.   [11:57:38] And I -- All right.  Let me ask you about Junior, who you refer to at 6 

paragraph 66 of your second statement.  I'm not sure how to pronounce the last 7 

name, so forgive me if I mispronounce it.  What I see is Keapex.   8 

What was his role in Yekatom's group?   9 

A.   Keapex was part of the soldier group.  He was a soldier like the others.  His 10 

name is Keapex. 11 

Q.   [11:58:30] You refer to a certain person by the name of Seda, at paragraph 24 of 12 

your second statement. 13 

What was his position in Yekatom' group? 14 

A.   [11:58:59] Seda was part of those people in the video.  I saw him, and I said that 15 

he's next to Bodios and that his name was Seda.  He too was a soldier.  16 

Q.   [11:59:30] Can you tell the Chamber who you know was in Yekatom's command, 17 

that is, the group that led his group.  18 

A.   [12:00:05] Thank you.  I think that in the command group of Mr Yekatom, after 19 

the death of Ouandjio, Habib became his deputy.  The commandment was made up 20 

of two individuals; the head and Habib was his deputy.  You know, this group was 21 

very well structured.  There was military discipline in the group.  You also know 22 

that Yekatom is a soldier, a regular soldier, like the others.  He respected the military 23 

rules and also their ranking.  So they behaved according to the military rules and 24 

regulations. 25 
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Q.   [12:01:07] So does that mean that there were commanders, that is, 1 

sub-commanders?  So Yekatom was the head, then his deputy.  Were their 2 

commander underneath them?  Section commanders or battalion commanders?  3 

That type of thing.  4 

A.   [12:01:40] Yes.  I think that, as I've just told you, it was a well organised group 5 

with military discipline.  Mr Yekatom, who you see, who managed to become a 6 

member of parliament, he was a corporal in the army.  He didn't want to be called 7 

colonel or general.  He didn't -- he didn't want to be considered a rebel.  That was a 8 

word he didn't want to hear.  He didn't want to be described as a rebel.  He didn't 9 

see ranks the way the Seleka did, with captains and generals, and so on.   10 

One day, some officers came to ask him some questions, and they called him "general".  11 

And he always refused that title.  He said he was a corporal.  Within his group, 12 

there were other corporals, but he was respected because of his position.   13 

It's true that there were sergeants and warrant officers at first, but he respected them 14 

in accordance with military rules.  15 

Q.   [12:03:05] You mentioned military discipline.  I think I have an idea of what 16 

you mean.  But what do you mean when you say that, just so everyone understands 17 

what you're -- what you're saying? 18 

A.   [12:03:33] When I talk about military discipline, I think that in any sort of 19 

profession, there are principles.  Even here, there are principles, rules to be followed.  20 

People who are sitting there, for example, they have their role to play.  They have a 21 

rank.  That's how people work.  So that's what I mean when I talk about military 22 

discipline.  So army means discipline first.  The army has discipline, has principles.  23 

And when I talk about military discipline, I'm talking about the principles.  For 24 

example, they were wearing their military uniforms, and they had their military 25 
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stripes.  So they knew how to behave in accordance with military principles. 1 

Q.   [12:04:26] So that means that they followed the orders of their superiors and 2 

instructions and reported, is that -- is that your understanding within their group? 3 

A.   [12:04:56] Indeed.  Because if there is a commander, he tries to 4 

determine -- well, he tries to find out what his subordinates are doing.  If there's a 5 

problem, he tries to manage the problem, punish, if necessary.  He also gave 6 

instructions about activities to be carried out.  7 

Q.   [12:05:29] And do you know if he -- Mr Yekatom did that or could do that 8 

within his group, that is, give orders and follow up on them and punish people if they 9 

didn't follow orders?  Do you know if he was able to do that within his group? 10 

A.   [12:06:15] Yes.  You see, Mr Yekatom was a -- is a responsible person.  He is a 11 

responsible person.  Very responsible.   12 

He -- we are where we are today because he got involved.  He sacrificed himself to 13 

save the CAR, and now where he is seated, even from far, his military companions 14 

continue to respect him.  He worked with them.  He is very rigorous and very 15 

disciplined.  He keeps order.  He's a soldier.  He's worked at army headquarters 16 

under many officers, and he knows what the point of having discipline is.  And he's 17 

worked with others in -- in a principled way. 18 

Q.   [12:07:29] That's very helpful.   19 

There's evidence in this case that Mr Yekatom's group comprised some thousands of 20 

soldiers. 21 

Do you know -- or fighters. 22 

Do you -- do you know how many elements Mr Yekatom had in his group? 23 

A.   [12:08:09] Thank you for your question.  I believe that this question about the 24 

troop strength of Yekatom's group, I believe that -- well, it makes me laugh because 25 
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this is a question that I asked at the time in front of the NGOs.  He was asked how 1 

many.  He said he had 3,000 men.  And that was in front of people who had come 2 

from the NGOs.  And I said to him, "If -- if we count all the men," I said, "does that 3 

total 3,000?"  And he told me, "It's strategic."   4 

He said that the same NGO that came to ask that question, that same NGO will ask 5 

the question to the Seleka.  And I'm doing this because we are in a communications 6 

war.  If I give a high number, they will give the information to the enemy, and they 7 

will be impressed by that.  So that is the answer I can give to your question. 8 

Q.   [12:09:31] Well, let me put the question a different way then.  How many men 9 

did he really have? 10 

A.   [12:09:59] I told you, I'm not in a position to know the number of all those 11 

people.  The smallest number I know -- well, were the people you mentioned to me.  12 

According to the documents or in the statements, there was talk of 3,000 men.  But if 13 

you count carefully, it would never reach that number.  I don't have an exact number 14 

for you.  I have no exact figure to give you. 15 

Q.   [12:10:34] How about an approximate figure?  Fifty?  Five hundred?  What 16 

do you know from Mr Yekatom or from his deputies? 17 

A.   [12:11:05] Well, you know, in terms of numbers, approximately, I couldn't 18 

imagine giving you a number.  If you ask me to give a rough figure, you're asking 19 

me to imagine. 20 

Q.   [12:11:23] Well, I'm just asking you what you know.  Since you think that 3,000 21 

is funny, what is the number that you think is not funny and real? 22 

MR KNOOPS:  [12:11:39] Mr President, I don't think the witness used the word 23 

"funny".  I think that's not a respectful summary of the --  24 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:11:46] I heard that he was laughing.  That's what I heard 25 
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in the translation. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:11:52] But, nevertheless, this is a -- he didn't use 2 

the word "funny", so I tend to agree with Mr Knoops.   3 

So, Mr -- 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:11:57] Okay.  I'll (Overlapping speakers) 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:12:01] Let -- let me -- let me do it.   6 

Mr Witness, it's perfectly clear that you're not here to guess anything, but you have 7 

stated - this is what we take from your evidence - that 3,000 is a number too high.  So 8 

do you have an idea?  Was it -- was it a couple of hundreds?  Was it a thousand?  9 

You see -- you see what I mean.   10 

If you say you don't have any idea at all, it's also fine.  But since Prosecution wants 11 

to figure out how big the group was, it would be helpful if you try to give us an 12 

estimate, if you can responsibly do that. 13 

THE WITNESS:  [12:12:58](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   14 

If I have to give a number - 200, 500 - no, I'm a scientist.  I can't imagine giving a 15 

number.   16 

I'm telling you that the number was less than 3,000.  I'm very clear about that.  Less 17 

than 3,000.  But if there's a group of people, I can't give a particular sum.  So I 18 

would like to stick to that. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:13:25] That's absolutely okay and absolutely fine.  20 

Also, when you referred to being a scientist, I fully understand what you mean in that 21 

regard.  Thank you.   22 

Mr Vanderpuye, please continue. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:13:35] Thank you, Mr President. 24 

Q.   [12:13:38] Let me show you a document.  It's at tab 23 of the binder.  It's 25 
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CAR-OTP-2101-3241.  And while that's coming up, let me just ask one other 1 

question. 2 

Do you know if Yekatom's group also included people that were not military? 3 

A.   [12:14:19] Yes, there were many.  Many of them weren't soldiers. 4 

Q.   [12:14:27] And do you know these members of his group, were they also subject 5 

to the same or organised under the same sort of military discipline as the soldiers that 6 

were in his group? 7 

A.   [12:14:55] Are you talking about the group on this document here?  8 

Q.   [12:15:01] No, sir.  I'm talking about his group in general, and I'm talking about 9 

the people that were not military that were among that group.  What I wanted to 10 

know was whether or not they were subject to the same sort of military discipline 11 

structure, and so on, as you described in relation to some of the people that were 12 

soldiers.  13 

A.   [12:15:46] Yes, they were all subject to the same discipline because they were 14 

part of the group. 15 

Q.   [12:15:54] Okay.  That's helpful.   16 

Now, in this document here that you have in front of you, it says "Site Bimbo."   17 

Are we at the top of the document?  Can we look at that.  18 

What I want to ask you about is a few names that are in this document, that's all.  So 19 

just bear with me one second.   20 

All right.  So the first thing I want to ask you about -- if we can go to page ERN 3242.  21 

And I just want to ask you about some of the names that I see here.   22 

First of all, there's a Captain Kamezolaï Gilbert.  Are you aware of that individual? 23 

A.   [12:17:00] Yes, I know him.  {ICR: (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)} 25 
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Q.   [12:17:10] And was he associated with Yekatom's group? 1 

A.   [12:17:25] Yes, he was in the group. 2 

Q.   [12:17:29] And if we can go down the page, maybe you can look at a few names 3 

here.  Obviously, you see Yekatom in there in the middle of the page, and beneath 4 

him -- beneath his name, you can see some other names.   5 

You can see Aristide Beina.  That's your brother? 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:59] We know that it is his brother, so ...  7 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:18:01] Well, I don't know if it's another one. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:04] Okay.  If you think so. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:18:13] 10 

Q.   [12:18:14] Junior Keapex, Davy Lakouetema, these are all members of Yekatom's 11 

group? 12 

A.   [12:18:35] Yes, all those people were part of the group.   13 

If you could give me some time to talk about the document that's here on the screen.  14 

This document, this particular document was drafted by Captain Kamezolaï, because 15 

at the time of President Samba-Panza, there was one particular moment when 16 

Mr Yekatom had decided -- well, that the government could help him disarm his 17 

elements so that they could return to the army.  So the interlocutors who approached 18 

Samba-Panza were soldiers.  Those soldiers, who were not part of the group, gave 19 

the name of those soldiers to the president, and they attributed higher ranks to them.   20 

When the lists -- he saw that that wasn't the case.  He had fought with people whose 21 

names were not on this list.   22 

So, just to help you understand, I'm saying that the list on the screen here was drawn 23 

up by Captain Kamezolaï.   24 

I can see second class Nambinda Aurélie Bertille, 2011, et cetera.  That's the first 25 
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daughter of captain -- even though that person wasn't part of the group.  It was the 1 

first daughter of Captain Kamezolaï, even though she wasn't part of that group. 2 

Q.   [12:20:48] Let me go on to another page.  If we go to 3243, we'll see some names 3 

there.  And I want to go down the list a little bit to the lower -- the middle and lower 4 

part of the page.  So, actually, we're in a good spot right now.   5 

You see the name Rodrigue Momokama.  This is the person that you identified in 6 

your statement; is that right?  Same person? 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:21:19] Wait a second, Ms Dimitri.   8 

No, no.  Let him answer. 9 

THE WITNESS:  [12:21:23] (No interpretation)   10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:21:24] Witness says yes.  11 

Ms Dimitri. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:21:26] I'm sorry for being a bit slow, but I think he mentioned the 13 

name of a daughter, Mr Kamezolaï. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:21:34] Yes. 15 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:21:34] And I can't --  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:21:36] He said the -- one name, that is the 17 

daughter of Mr Kamezolaï, and she did not belong to the group.  That is what I 18 

heard. 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:21:47] But I think he gave the name, and I can't see it in the 20 

transcript.  So I'm trying to link the name he gave and the document.  I think he 21 

pointed --  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:21:58] Then let's ask him.  I'll do.  23 

Mr Witness, I think you have heard our exchange, so what was the name of the 24 

daughter of Mr Kamezolaï that appears on the list?  25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-120-Red3-ENG CT2 WT 08-04-2022 41/87 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0888 
 

08.04.2022          Page 42 
 

THE WITNESS:  [12:22:20] Her name is on the list, Bertille Nambinda.  Bertille.  1 

The name is on the list.  Higher up on the list. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:22:30] I think we got it now.  Thank you very 3 

much. 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:22:36] Thank you.  That's helpful. 5 

Q.   [12:22:44] Bedane, I think this is a person you named in your statement at 6 

paragraph -- your second statement at paragraph 39, but maybe you tell us if that's 7 

not the case, Theodore.  Is that one and the same?  8 

A.   [12:23:01] Yes.  Dedane was in the video that was shown to me.  He too -- he 9 

too was in that video.  10 

Q.   [12:23:18] All right.  If we go to 3244, I'd like to ask you a couple questions 11 

about people named there. 12 

First we see the name Chantal Sarangba.  Do you know that name?    13 

A.   [12:23:38] (No interpretation) 14 

Q.   [12:23:51] I heard an answer, but I didn't hear a translation.  15 

A.   [12:23:55] Yes, I hear that name. 16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:24:00] Correction:  Yes, I know that name. 17 

THE WITNESS:  [12:24:04](Interpretation) That is the name of Yekatom's elder sister.   18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:24:00] Message from the interpreter:  Some overlapping.  19 

THE WITNESS:  [12:24:14](Interpretation) Boris Beina is my elder brother.  He is a 20 

gendarme.  You see, this list, at one point in time, since it was a matter of being 21 

rewarded, because the government asked for a list.  The government was asking 22 

combatants to send a list so that stripes, ranks could be given to people, so that they 23 

could rejoin the military.   24 

Now, when it was a matter of drawing up these lists, some people who were not in 25 
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the movement, their names were there.  Chantal, for example, she was not part of the 1 

group.  But since it was a matter of rewarding combatants, for example, Mavode, 2 

Ngouladji, Fadoul, all those people, I never met them.   3 

So, all those names on this list, it's because of the rewards, the rewarding.  Captain 4 

Kamezolaï was responsible for drawing up the list, and that's why he put the name of 5 

those people who were not even part of the movement, so that they could be 6 

rewarded.  The one -- Beina Aristide was -- Beina Boris, Sarangba Chantal was not 7 

part of the group. 8 

MR VANDERPUYE:    9 

Q.   [12:25:52] All right.  There's some names below those.  It says "Au grade de 10 

sergent".  11 

If we can show those names, please.  We need to go down the page, please. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:26:14] Ms Dimitri. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:26:15] I'm really sorry, Mr President, for interrupting, but I'm told 14 

that in Sango, he did not say, and you can see it at line 18, page 48, "Aristide Beina".  15 

Aristide Beina's name was not pronounced in Sango.  It was, rather, Boris Beina. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:26:37] Well, it is in the -- in the French transcript, 17 

they are both in.  So we take it that he meant Boris Beina, or I ask him. 18 

Mr Witness, do you -- you hear what we are talking about.  We are struggling 19 

sometimes a little bit, so please bear with us.  Did you mention Aristide Beina or 20 

Boris Beina in your last answer?  21 

THE WITNESS:  [12:27:11](Interpretation) Thank you.  I was saying that the list, 22 

higher up, I saw Habib and Aristide.  I saw their names.  That why I said Aristide 23 

and Habib were part of the movement, but Beina Boris and Sarangba and Yangaïbona 24 

were not part of the group.   25 
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I was -- I mentioned Aristide and Habib who were part of the movement, but Beina 1 

Boris and Sarangba Chantal, they were not part of the movement.  But since it was a 2 

matter of giving them a reward, that's why those names were added.   3 

The same thing holds true for Dingba (phon), the son of Captain Kamezolaï.  There 4 

were many such names on the list. 5 

MR VANDERPUYE:    6 

Q.   [12:28:06] Thank you.  That's very helpful.  7 

Now, if we could go down the page a little bit under "Au grade de sergent", I want to 8 

ask you about the names there.   9 

There you see a certain Azou, Héritier, or -- yeah, Héritier.  Do you know that name? 10 

A.   [12:28:43] Yes.  He was a soldier -- he's a soldier.  His name is Héritier.  I'm 11 

not -- I don't know if Azou is his surname.  I can't confirm that.   12 

Q.   [12:28:55] Is the Héritier, the soldier that you know of, was he one of the soldiers 13 

in Yekatom's group?  14 

A.   [12:29:19] Yes.  At the time, Héritier was part of the group, and then later on, 15 

he left the group, a long time ago. 16 

Q.   [12:29:35] Satan, Rodrigue.  Well, let me just -- maybe we could -- I'll name a 17 

few names, and that may be a little bit quicker.  18 

So there's Satan Rodrigue, Dawili Stephane, Lakouetema Davy, Manoumana Salvador, 19 

under this grade de sergent.  Are those names that are familiar to you as members of 20 

Yekatom's group? 21 

A.   [12:30:14] Amongst those names, yes, I recognise some of them.  I know 22 

Mandaba.  I don't know about Héritier, whether it was Héritier Azou.  I do know 23 

someone called Rodrigue.  Wilita, I don't know.  Wendessere, I -- it's possible I 24 

might know some of them to see them.  I do know David -- the others, I don't know.  25 
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Amongst these people, I might know two or three people, but the others, no, I don't 1 

know them.  2 

Q.   [12:31:00] Okay.  In your statement, you reference Stephane Dawili.  You 3 

reference I think Manoumana as well.   4 

If we can go to the bottom of page, we'll look under "grade de caporal chef". 5 

At next to the bottom you see the name Goliatha, Alban Cyriaque.  I think that's the 6 

same Goliatha we've talked about, and then there's a Seda, Jean Baptiste Oscar.   7 

Is that the Seda that you referenced in your statement, the one that is deceased?  8 

A.   [12:31:57] Goliatha Alban Cyriaque, who you mentioned there, I've already 9 

answered that I know that Goliatha Alban, and I see that he's part of them.  I think 10 

it's the same person.  I think it's the same person that we talked about some 11 

moments ago.  12 

Q.   [12:32:19] Do you know somebody by the name of Vianney Kobola?  13 

A.   [12:32:36] I don't know him. 14 

Q.   [12:32:40] And Seda, Oscar; Jean Baptiste Oscar, the one that's deceased. 15 

Do you know how he died? 16 

A.   [12:32:59] Yes.  According to the information I have -- if you like, I can provide 17 

you some explanation.  I can give you some more details, if you would like me to. 18 

Q.   [12:33:14] If you can do it briefly, yes.  I just want to know if you know how he 19 

died, and if so, then tell us what you know. 20 

A.   [12:33:39] Yes.  That's just what I said, if you like, I can explain the context of 21 

his death.  I can't give you all the details, but I can give you the context.  If you 22 

allow me, I can give you the context so that will help you understand more fully.  23 

Q.   [12:33:54] Well, let's try it this way:  How was he killed?  Was he killed in 24 

combat?  Was killed not in combat?  Was he shot?  Was he stabbed?  Did he die of 25 
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a heart attack?  Let's start with that one. 1 

A.   [12:34:31] Thank you, your Honour.  What I said, if you allow me, I can give 2 

you details, the possible details. 3 

Do you want to say, "Yes, he was beaten, killed with a shot"?  Is that what you want?  4 

Or would you like me to give you more details?  5 

Q.   [12:34:51] First, I'd like to know if you know how he was killed, and then we'll 6 

see whether we want to go into more detail about it.   7 

So, the first question is, do you know how he was killed? 8 

A.   [12:35:18] Okay.  Thank you.  Let me tell you that it was after he received a 9 

bullet that he died.  He died because he was hit by a bullet. 10 

Q.   [12:35:36] Do you know who shot that bullet or who fired it? 11 

A.   [12:35:52] (No interpretation)  12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:35:53] The Sango interpreter didn't fully understand the 13 

response. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:36:04] Mr Witness, I really apologise, could you 15 

repeat the answer.  The interpreters did not get it.  It's not your fault.  Please 16 

repeat it.  Be so kind. 17 

THE WITNESS:  [12:36:32](Interpretation) Judge asked me whether I could describe 18 

the circumstances of his death.  I answered that, "Should I go into details?"  And he 19 

said, no, I should answer the question specifically.  And I said, "He died after he was 20 

hit by a bullet."  Afterwards I was asked who shot him, and that's why I said, 21 

"Mr Yekatom." 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:37:10] Okay.  Thank you. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:37:11] Thank you.  24 

Q.   [12:37:13] You said it was "after", at least that's what the transcript reflects.  Do 25 
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you know when he was shot by Mr Yekatom?  1 

A.   [12:37:42] Thank you for your question.  I don't remember the date.   2 

This action happened when the son of my uncle had an accident and was transferred 3 

to the hospital, and I was next to him.  I accompanied him.   4 

I can give you details on the death, but I cannot give you a date. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:24] I think it's really time to let the witness 6 

speak and give him the details.  I'm sure it would otherwise be addressed by 7 

Defence. 8 

So, Mr Witness, of course, it's such an incidence that if you have more information, 9 

please give this information to the Chamber.  Thank you. 10 

THE WITNESS:  [12:39:04](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   11 

I have taken an oath, and I said I will tell you the truth.  I will tell the truth before the 12 

Court.  I must respect the oath which I took this morning.   13 

The Prosecution office has just asked me about this event, about -- Seda was part of 14 

my -- part of the same class as my brother.  Habib and Aristide were in the same 15 

class.   16 

The matter as regards Seda happened in the following way.  There was an argument, 17 

but I don't know whether that man who was involved in this litigious matter is still 18 

alive.  He was *retired from the gendarmerie.  He was a captain that had retired 19 

from the gendarmerie.   20 

On the road to Mbaïki *in a village called Bimon.  He withdrew there and went to his 21 

farm.  And there *he had sheep, goats and roosters.  Seda and another person went 22 

to the farm of this gentleman and took one of his sheep.   23 

At that moment, Mr Yekatom was in Pissa or Mbaïki.  They took a *ram and they 24 

tied it to *his residence in the village of Samba.  The next day, the gentleman in 25 
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question *left Bimon and came to Habib just behind the bridge at PK9 and *told the 1 

elements that he wanted to speak to the chief, and they showed him Habib.  And he 2 

told Habib that he had come because of what had happened to him.   3 

He said he was an ex-captain of the gendarmerie and he had now retired.  He said 4 

that he had set himself up in Bimon on a farm, but one of the elements or some 5 

elements had come and taken his animals, and those animals were the ones who 6 

allowed him to continue living and, therefore, he *came to Sekia, he would like to 7 

have them back.  *Habib asked him which elements had done this.  *He said that 8 

the elements in question came from Sekia and that Seda was the leader at the 9 

checkpoint on the route leading to the farm.  Habib called Mr Yekatom, informed 10 

him of what had happened, and said, "There's a gentleman who's come here to 11 

complain as regards the *rams that have been stolen from him and the gentleman is 12 

still *with us."   13 

Yekatom told him that indeed Seda took a *ram and they tied it to his residence, but 14 

he, Yekatom, was in Pissa, Mbaïki and, therefore, *he asked Habib to go to his home 15 

and release the *ram and also to meet the elements there and together to take the 16 

second *ram and that the two animals be given back to the gentleman.   17 

Habib went up and *went to the residence of Yekatom.  He released the *ram, put it 18 

in his vehicle, and then returned and said, "Listen, the chief has ordered * that all the 19 

animals *be given back.  He doesn't want to keep things that have been stolen."   20 

There was an argument between Habib before the person in question.  Habib told 21 

him, "No, no, no, I didn't come here for an argument."  *He had to give back the 22 

animals to the owner. 23 

The chief of the village intervened and asked Habib to leave the animals and to 24 

go -- and to return.  So they took the driver of Habib, they beat up him.  The chief of 25 
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the village intervened so that he would be released.  The driver started up the 1 

vehicle, and they returned.  The others remained and said that they're going to 2 

attack Habib and his chief.   3 

You must understand, they're all soldiers, and that they would kill them even today.  4 

So it is the son of my aunt, of Stephane.  Stephane had been drinking, and he 5 

transported them, and they arrived in PK9 bridge.  * They called Yekatom by phone 6 

and told him to come. But first, they insulted him: “Your mother’s arsehole”. They 7 

told him to come, as everything had to be settled on that day.  8 

Mr Yekatom then left his location and came to the Bimbo neighbourhood where he 9 

was having a drink. He called Habib to come and report on the mission he had been 10 

assigned, that is, to go and return the sheep. They called him, and after he picked up, 11 

they told him: “No; that they were waiting for him to finish things once and for all. 12 

Then he said: “Very well, since that is what they want; they are elements. They stole, 13 

refused to admit it, and now they want to challenge me. Since we are soldiers, we will 14 

have to put an end to this matter”. And so, with Habib, they arrived in PK9.  And in 15 

PK9 -- before even arriving at PK9, the group took an element and disarmed him and 16 

beat him up.   17 

The Yekatom group came, arrived with Habib.  They were waiting that somebody 18 

would arrive in a vehicle.  They anticipated that, but they came, therefore, on foot 19 

instead.  There was almost a dual.  He was faster, and he shot on the three.   20 

There was Seda, another and Dawili.  And Dawili also received a bullet in the leg.   21 

We -- we at the community hospital, as I said, because there had -- had been an 22 

accident.  There was an ambulance who arrived, because there were several people 23 

who had been wounded, and we saw Dawili.  It was our younger brother.  Dawili 24 

received a bullet in his leg.  He was evacuated to go the general hospital.   25 
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Aristide and I, we got on with one of our brothers.  We entered into the ambulance 1 

with Dawili to go the general hospital, and we arrived at the general hospital.  And 2 

we were handed over to the MSF.  Dawili was asked to stay and guard and check 3 

what was happening during the accident.  The other soldier who had received the 4 

bullet was interned near Keapex, and unfortunately, he died because of his injuries.   5 

The other, Seda, died two weeks later because of his injuries.   6 

Dawili spent some time in hospital.  And afterwards, I myself transported him from 7 

the hospital to the home, once he -- his wounds had healed a bit.   8 

So that is what happened as regards the death of Seda. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:48:58] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  10 

It's -- of course, now here hearing, it's of course important to put such incident into 11 

context.   12 

Where do you have this information from, Mr Beina? 13 

THE WITNESS:  [12:49:23](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  14 

You know Habib is my little brother.  It's my younger brother.  Dawili, as I said, he 15 

was hit by a bullet, and he's also my little brother.  So all the information that I 16 

received were passed on to me by my brothers, Dawili, who was a victim, and Habib, 17 

who also was part of the events that took place. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:57] So from what I understood from what 19 

you have told us about the event, would it be fair to say that this was a fight between 20 

two groups of the group, so to speak?  So this was an exchange of, let's say, of bullets, 21 

to word it this way, between the one group and the group where Mr Yekatom was in.  22 

Is this correct, if I would describe it like that?  23 

THE WITNESS:  [12:50:43](Interpretation) No, it wasn't a fight between two groups.  24 

They all belonged to the same group.  Seda and all the other persons who were 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-120-Red3-ENG CT2 WT 08-04-2022 50/87 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0888 
 

08.04.2022          Page 51 
 

wounded were part of the same group, the same group of Rambo.  They were his 1 

elements. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:51:00] I have to apologise.  My wording was 3 

not precise enough.  I meant not the group of Mr Yekatom as such, but let's say 4 

two -- two fractions, in that sense I meant groups.  There were -- what I mean by that 5 

is, was there one group armed, let's say, and was there another -- there are couple of 6 

persons armed on one side, or were there a couple of persons armed on the other side?  7 

This I meant.  So it was -- my wording wasn't precise enough. 8 

THE WITNESS:  [12:51:52](Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.   9 

You know, they are soldiers.  Usually, they always have their weapons with them.  10 

And at that time, the weapons which they kept, when they had left because of Seleka, 11 

allowed them to use them in the movement, in the group.  So each time they had 12 

their own weapons with them. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:21] Thank you.  14 

Mr Vanderpuye. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:52:22] Thank you. 16 

THE WITNESS:  [12:52:30](Interpretation) Sorry.  I would be very grateful if I could 17 

have a break. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:35] Yeah, of course, we can do that, 19 

Mr Witness.  And I think, since it is ten before 1 --  20 

Mr Vanderpuye, shortly, how much longer will it take you?  21 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:52:44] Well, I'm not planning to show any videos or many, 22 

but it'll take me the rest of the day. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:53] So then we continue, I think, at 2 o'clock.  24 

We shorten a little bit the lunch break.   25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:52:58] Thank you Mr President. 1 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:52:59] All rise. 2 

(Recess taken at 12.53 p.m.) 3 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.03 p.m.) 4 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:03:26] All rise. 5 

Please be seated. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:03:51] Good afternoon, everyone.   7 

Good afternoon, Mr Witness.   8 

Mr Knoops, is Ms Proulx -- can she follow our proceedings?  9 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:04:05] Thank you for asking, Mr President.  Yes, she can.  10 

Thank you so much. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:04:10] And then I take the opportunity -- or not? 12 

(Counsel confer)  13 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:04:17] Oh, sorry.  Misinformed.  It can also happen with 14 

Defence counsel.  I'm informed by Ms Szmatula, one of the case managers, that she 15 

can follow as of Monday the video link.  So she's now probably following the 16 

transcript. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:04:35] Okay.  Thank you very much.  Then, 18 

nevertheless, I will take the opportunity to wish her well on behalf of the Chamber. 19 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:04:40] I will pass this on, Mr President. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:04:43] Please do so.  Thank you. 21 

MR KNOOPS:  Thank you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:04:43] Mr Vanderpuye. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:04:46] Thank you, Mr President, and good afternoon.   24 

Q.   [14:04:49] And good afternoon to you, Mr Beina. 25 
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A.   [14:05:05] Thank you.  1 

Q.   [14:05:06] I wanted to ask you if you had the opportunity to go to various bases 2 

that Mr Yekatom had in this period, that is in the lead-up to the 5 December attack 3 

and thereafter.  4 

A.   [14:05:46] Thank you for the question.   5 

On 5 December and after 5 December, I did not have the opportunity to go to his 6 

bases.  They were in a base -- in a base in Boeing and after the 5th, I did not go there.  7 

Even in Yamwara, where he had been based, I did not have the opportunity to go 8 

there.  9 

Q.   [14:06:17] Did you have a chance to go to any of his bases at any point?  I think 10 

you've mentioned in your testimony, at least today, Pissa you mentioned, Sekia I 11 

think you mentioned, Bimon you mentioned, PK9 you mentioned.  But I wondered if 12 

you had a chance to go and see his elements at any of those locations or others. 13 

A.   [14:07:07] Well, there was a base in Sekia, a main base, a large base in Sekia.  14 

But the others cannot be considered as bases.  These were subgroups occupying 15 

these various localities.  16 

Q.   [14:07:30] Okay.  That's very helpful.  And I think you said your brother was 17 

at Sekia at some point; is that right? 18 

A.   [14:07:55] No, no, no, I don't believe that I said any such thing, that the brother 19 

was there.  No, I don't remember.  20 

Q.   [14:08:07] Oh, that's very helpful because in the interpretation in the transcript 21 

we have that he was -- he was in charge over there, in fact, if I'm not mistaken.  So 22 

have you been to Sekia, the Sekia base?  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:08:23] But do we have a reference for that?  24 

Because I would like -- I think everybody would like to follow it.   25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  Yes. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:08:28] And it's of course interesting, very 2 

interesting, yeah, if you can give us the reference, would be kind.  Thank you. 3 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:08:33] Yeah, if you could just bear with us and --  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:08:37] Yes, please. 5 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:09:44] I can see if ... 6 

(Counsel confer) 7 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:09:44] I don't see it, Mr President. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:09:46] Okay.    9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:09:47] I can say, though, often times when I find things in 10 

the transcript, they're corrected after the fact. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:09:55] Okay.  And let me put it this way:  This 12 

witness gives the impression that he is really willing to provide us with all the 13 

information that he has, and we have -- no, no, I'm just addressing the -- Mr Beina.  14 

And so -- and he's not hiding anything, he is -- he's answering willingly everything.  15 

And in his answer to your last question, he was absolutely clear and in the message.  16 

So I think we can continue from there. 17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:10:23] Thank you, Mr President. 18 

Q.   [14:10:26] Well, what I'm getting at, I think, is just I want to know if you had a 19 

chance to see Yekatom's elements wherever they were posted, wherever you might 20 

have seen them, that is either at PK9 or Sekia or Ndagala or Bimon or Mbaïki, any of 21 

those locations, did you have a chance to actually see them in the field during that 22 

period of time?  That's my question. 23 

A.   [14:11:03] Yes, I saw them. 24 

Q.   [14:11:04] And when you saw them, were they armed? 25 
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A.   [14:11:22] I have said that Yekatom's elements, his group, was made up of 1 

soldiers in the majority.  I said that when they deserted after the arrival of Seleka, 2 

there were no weapons and all those who went back into the neighbourhoods kept 3 

their weapons with them.  They still had military reflexes.  They had their weapons.  4 

Each one of them had left their barracks with their weapons, so each soldier had left 5 

with his weapon. 6 

Q.   [14:12:15] Let me show you tab 11, CAR-OTP-2039-0072.  For this document, 7 

we'll need to go the next page, which is ERN 0073.  It's a document that is apparently 8 

dated 25 March 2016.   9 

At the top of the page, you can see that it says: (Interpretation) "Lists of arms to be 10 

handed over to the Ministry of National Defence by the leader of the Ex-Anti-Balaka 11 

South.  Chief Corporal Alfred Yekatom Rombhot." 12 

(Speaks English) So my first question is have you seen this document before? 13 

A.   [14:13:42] Yes, I saw it once. 14 

Q.   [14:13:44] And in respect of this document, it details a certain number of 15 

weapons that were apparently returned or provided to the ministry of the defence 16 

and it includes weapons like AK-47s, AA-52 machine guns, MAS-36 rifles, MAT-49 17 

submachine guns, an Uzi, an RPG-7 rocket-propelled grenade launcher and some 18 

other weapons.  Are these the types of weapons that you observed when you saw 19 

Yekatom's groups in the field?   20 

A.   [14:15:12] Indeed, regarding that list which was on the screen, it is true.  As I 21 

said, Yekatom at one point said that he wanted to return to the army, he wanted the 22 

authorities of the country to help him organise the DDR so as to enable him to resume 23 

his activities as a soldier.   24 

At one point, Madam Samba-Panza sent for him.  Initially they sent Kamezolaï, and 25 
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that first time he did not accept.  He didn't listen to them.  And I, myself, I went and 1 

saw him to convince him to return the weapons because the government was 2 

complaining because there were no weapons for the soldiers to work with.  The 3 

weapons that you are keeping, that your elements are keeping, it would be better if 4 

they returned those weapons.   5 

You have just presented a list of weapons, but the weapons that were indeed returned 6 

were registered on a piece of paper.   7 

The head of security of the current president travelled to Pissa to organise that return.  8 

The cities of the localities were there, * the mayor of the locality was there, the local 9 

authorities were there.  It was in their presence that those weapons were returned.  10 

Unfortunately, after those weapons were returned, they took another destination.  11 

This means that they were traded off.  12 

Q.   [14:17:28] Okay.  And if we could just go down the page, I'd ask you to see if 13 

you can confirm Mr Yekatom's signature on this document.  You recognise this 14 

signature as his? 15 

A.   [14:17:50] Yes, I recognise it.  16 

Q.   [14:17:56] Thank you.  Now, I'd ask you about a number of locations.  In this 17 

document that I just had on the screen, it refers to "axe sud".  So I wanted -- I 18 

wondered if you could tell the Chamber, to your knowledge, what area was 19 

Mr Yekatom responsible for the end of 2013 into 2014, if you know?  I think in your 20 

statement you indicate Bimbo and then you say in Lobaye, but I wondered if you 21 

could be more specific, if you can.  If you can't, that's okay as well.  22 

A.   [14:18:54] From a geographical point of view, in Bimbo, well, I cannot speak 23 

without a geographical reference.  The south axis involves Bimbo, the road leading 24 

from Bimbo to Mbaïki.  And on the Bimbo bridge, that is the boundary between 25 
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Bimbo and Mbaïki.  As soon as you cross that bridge, you are in Lobaye.  All that 1 

constitutes the south zone.  So when you see the south side on the document, on the 2 

piece of paper, it represents the entire zone that I have described. 3 

Q.   [14:19:48] Okay.  I'll read off some names and you can tell me if you think that 4 

falls within that zone.   5 

Obviously there's PK9, which you've mentioned, and I think you mentioned a 6 

building called Pissmiss.  There's Zila, Pissa, Ndagala, Sekia, Bimon and Mbaïki.  So 7 

far okay?   8 

A.   [14:20:44] Ndangala, what zone are you referring to there?  9 

Q.   [14:20:47] I'm referring to Ndagala.  That's how we have it written.  10 

A.   [14:21:02] Yes, I understood, but Ndangala, when you are talking about 11 

Ndangala, what are you referring to?  Because you also mentioned Pissa and other 12 

localities, so you need to repeat the question so that I can understand it well. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:21:15] Mr Vanderpuye, may I make a 14 

suggestion -- 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  Yes.   16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:21:18] -- that perhaps, Mr Witness, 17 

Mr Vanderpuye puts to you just only one, let's say one expression, one geographic 18 

expression, and perhaps you can simply say yes or no, meaning yes, it belonged to the 19 

axe sud or not.  Perhaps it's quicker like that.  It's difficult if you -- if you hear -- I can 20 

imagine that myself, if you hear a consecutive row of, let's say, seven, eight, nine 21 

different regions and then keep in mind which is which.  Perhaps we do it this way.  22 

It might be helpful. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:21:52] Thank you, Mr President.  I'll try that.  24 

Q.   [14:22:01] I think you understood Mr President's advice to me.  So let me ask 25 
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you:  Would Zila be within the axe sud? 1 

A.   [14:22:21] Yes, Zila is in the axe sud zone.  I think all those localities that you 2 

mentioned are just 500 metres or 1 kilometre.  But PK9 to go to Zila, it could be 1 3 

kilometre.  So it is localities on the same axis.  4 

Q.   [14:22:49] Kapou, is it in the -- is it in the axe sud? 5 

A.   [14:23:03] Yes.  You have to go past Ndangala before you reach Kapou.  It is 6 

on the same axis. 7 

Q.   [14:23:12] Okay.  Bimon, is that in the axe sud? 8 

A.   [14:23:27] Yes, it is on the axe sud. 9 

Q.   [14:23:30] And obviously, Sekia would be as well.  I think, I think that's clear 10 

already. 11 

A.   [14:23:45] It is all along that axis.  When you leave Bangui, you are going to go 12 

through all these small localities to arrive there. 13 

Q.   [14:23:55] And through that entire axis, leaving Bangui going south across the 14 

bridge and then down towards Mbaïki, those were areas within Mr Yekatom's 15 

group's control; is that right? 16 

A.   [14:24:26] Yes. 17 

Q.   [14:24:27] I want to ask you about Mongoumba.  Do you know if Mr Yekatom 18 

had elements there or controlled that area or that axis?  So now we're talking about 19 

from Mongoumba towards Pissa.  20 

A.   [14:25:00] From a geographical point of view, I think there is a long distance 21 

between Mongoumba and Pissa.  When you take that axis, you will go past 22 

Mongoumba before you arrive Pissa.  In any case, I would say that Mongoumba is 23 

on the south-west, whereas Pissa is on the south side.  I do not know the elements 24 

who were in Mongoumba.  I do not have much information about that locality.  I 25 
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went there only once, so it is not possible for me to have a lot of information 1 

concerning that town. 2 

Q.   [14:25:48] Okay.  That's -- that's fine.   3 

I wanted to ask you about -- moving on in your statement, at paragraph 31 of your 4 

first statement, you say that you were aware that the Anti-Balaka gathered in Boeing 5 

near the airport.  You say that you know that Rambo was there, Wenezoui was there, 6 

and Ngremangou was there.  7 

So the first thing I want to ask you is how were you aware of that?  How did you 8 

know that the Anti-Balaka had gathered there before 5 December 2013? 9 

A.   [14:26:37] Thank you for that question.  Where those Anti-Balakas were located, 10 

they spent a lot of time at that location.  Before 5 December they were already there.  11 

And that was all part of the media war carried out by France 24.  They went and saw 12 

the people there.  You can see the images where Yekatom was filmed and videos 13 

were published.  It was there.  Even international press went there.  Many 14 

journalists went there.  So this was not a location that was unknown to the public.  15 

You have videos on social media and on Internet, you have French soldiers in that 16 

sector.  It means that they spent a lot of time at that location.  17 

Q.   [14:27:39] All right.  And that's how you learned about that, then, I take it?  18 

You found out that the Anti-Balaka were gathering in Boeing from the television 19 

news; is that -- is that right? 20 

A.   [14:28:04] Yes.  I'm saying yes because from there Habib would call me to ask 21 

for information about his children.  He also gave me news about them.  So I had a 22 

possibility of knowing their position.  There were things happening there and 23 

everyone was aware that there was an armed group at that location.  Even the 24 

authorities.  I talked to you about France 24 a short while ago.  France 24 filmed 25 
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certain things there and broadcast them before 5 December.  So this was common 1 

knowledge.  2 

Q.   [14:28:54] That's very helpful.   3 

At paragraph 36 of your statement, this is the 2016 statement, you say that "When the 4 

Anti-Balaka were approaching Bangui along the southern axis, they grouped behind 5 

the bridge in Bimbo." 6 

So I wanted to ask you about that.  When did that grouping occur behind the bridge 7 

in Bimbo?  Was that before or after 5 December?  8 

A.   [14:29:44] Thank you.  I think that grouping took place after 5 December.  9 

Q.   [14:29:56] And do you know what the purpose of that grouping was? 10 

A.   [14:30:14] Well, to be clear with you, when the Anti-Balaka gathered together in 11 

Boeing, the bulk of them were there in Boeing.  It was not only Yekatom's group.  12 

All the Anti-Balakas of Bangui gathered there.  It was only there that others 13 

deployed in Boy-Rabe, in Bossangoa, while others located or positioned themselves in 14 

Bimbo.  15 

Q.   [14:30:55] Okay.  But do you know why they positioned themselves in Bimbo 16 

behind the bridge?  If you know.  Maybe you don't. 17 

A.   [14:31:20] When the Anti-Balaka withdrew to Bimbo, the Seleka were still at PK9 18 

at the southern exit, when the Anti-Balaka arrived.  I think that the purpose was to 19 

drive out the Seleka who had control of the roadblock.  When there was a clash 20 

between them and the Seleka, the French soldiers went in between them, talked to the 21 

belligerent parties, they talked with them, with the Seleka, and they asked the French 22 

to tell the Seleka to free the roadblock.  The French convinced the Seleka to open up 23 

the roadblock.  The goal was to drive out the Seleka who had control over the bridge 24 

in PK9 at the southern exit.  25 
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Q.   [14:32:30] Thanks.   1 

And did you get that information from your brother or from Mr Yekatom or from 2 

some other member of his command? 3 

A.   [14:32:55] I think I've told you that Habib is my younger brother and all the 4 

information that I received came from Habib, or most of the information came from 5 

Habib.  So when they regrouped underneath the -- well, behind the bridge, Yekatom 6 

wasn't there.  The person who was leading the group that faced the Seleka was 7 

Habib.  When I heard that Habib said that he was at PK9, I took my bike, I crossed, I 8 

met Habib, and when I saw -- I met Habib at that place, Yekatom wasn't there.  I said 9 

to Habib, "Are you the one leading the group that's here?  You know that we live in 10 

the neighbourhood, our children are there, we have married our women from this 11 

area.  You are my younger brother, avoid -- avoid having your men in our 12 

neighbourhood.  Stay -- stay at this position, don't let them go into the 13 

neighbourhood or else they will commit exactions."   14 

When Yekatom arrived, he said to Yekatom -- well, Yekatom arrived and he said that 15 

he had prohibit -- I asked that they not invade the neighbourhood.  He said, "Indeed, 16 

our relatives live in the area."  It was better for them to remain, to keep to the 17 

position behind the bridge.  And Mr Yekatom was in agreement and he instructed 18 

them not to base themselves in the neighbourhood.  They stayed behind the bridge.  19 

They never entered into the neighbourhood, they never crossed the bridge. 20 

Q.   [14:35:08] In that same paragraph, you say that you and Paléon Zilabo went to 21 

talk to them, told them not to enter the neighbourhood, like you said, and take 22 

revenge.  So my question is when you say here "take revenge", what do you mean by 23 

that and against whom? 24 

A.   [14:35:50] I believe that if someone decides to * take the bush, it's because that 25 
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person has an objective, the person is angry.  If there's just the opportunity of coming 1 

back, I think he will have in the back of his mind a number of bad intentions. 2 

So it was important for a member of the family to approach that person.  I'm giving 3 

my example, because I went up to Habib, I talked to him because he is my brother.  4 

But someone who doesn't know Habib or if Habib doesn't know, well, the possibility 5 

the -- to advise Habib to cross the neighbourhood, Habib was already angry because 6 

he started to suffer in Bossembélé, he walked, he went through the bush, he went 7 

over to the other side of the river, he had lived like an animal.  He came back, but it 8 

was important to approach him and to say to him don't take revenge.  Because 9 

somewhere he had bitterness.  He was bitter towards a number of people.   10 

So he easily could have had the intention to take revenge, so it was important to go 11 

up to him, to give him advice so that he should hold back.  If we hadn't gone up to 12 

him, if we hadn't kept them from crossing, I think in all of Bangui, and Bimbo is now 13 

part of Bangui, in all the areas where the armed groups were set up, there was only 14 

one area, Bimbo, that was spared.  And I believe that for all of the city of Bangui 15 

people were going from other neighbourhoods and they were going to Bimbo because 16 

it was relatively peaceful.  And that was only in Bimbo.  17 

Q.   [14:38:23] When you talk about revenge and in the context of the people you 18 

spoke to being members of the Anti-Balaka, and I asked revenge against whom? 19 

A.   [14:38:58] I believe that the clear enemy of the Anti-Balaka was the Seleka.  If 20 

there was going to be revenge taken, it would have been against the Seleka.  I think 21 

the direct belligerence of the Seleka were the -- the two groups were clearly enemies.  22 

And the goal was to drive out the Seleka.  23 

Q.   [14:39:29] When you went to various --  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:32] May I shortly.  Ms Dimitri has an issue. 25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [14:39:36] It's just a slight interpretation mistake.  The clear enemy of 1 

the Anti-Balaka were the Seleka.   2 

It's now -- I think it's corrected in the transcript, but it's not what I heard in English.    3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:58] No, but it's -- yeah, since I --  4 

MS DIMITRI:  Sorry.   5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:59] -- since I'm now also in the habit to follow 6 

the French transcript, it was in the transcript.  Because of that, you can -- you're safe, 7 

so to speak.   8 

Mr Vanderpuye.   9 

But you have -- it's true, it's good to address them as far as possible. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:40:12] I agree. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:40:14] If it doesn't happen too often, of course, 12 

but it's also -- for you as the one who is asking, it's not nice if there are constant 13 

interruptions.  But, okay, you take it in a sportive way. 14 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:40:24] Absolutely.   15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Okay, good.  16 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:40:25] It's part of the -- part of the thing.  Thank you very 17 

much.  And thank you to counsel. 18 

Q.   [14:40:30] In the course of your dealings with the Anti-Balaka, you mention  19 

here, for example, you spoke to the group that was behind the bridge together with 20 

Paléon Zilabo and you said you spoke with Yekatom and you describe what the 21 

conversation was.  Did you describe to Yekatom the concern that you had that the 22 

group would take revenge?  Did you tell him that? 23 

A.   [14:41:30] Thank you.   24 

When I met with Mr Yekatom, he expressed his concerns when he was in Yamwara.  25 
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The first person who went to meet him was Narcisse Bara.  Narcisse Bara talked to 1 

him and encouraged them, he said from France, he was monitoring their activities 2 

and he had come to talk to them about the acts to defend the motherland.   3 

The emissary was captain -- emissary.  I think they had already spoken with Kokaté.  4 

It was better to separate the things, so them, they handled the military side of things, 5 

and Bara went into the government.   6 

When they went back to PK9, it was said:  Mr Bara came to see us, he has become a 7 

minister, but just to -- for a little bit of money, a small amount of money, to ensure the 8 

support of the children, for the soldiers that was difficult.  We needed someone who 9 

was -- who could serve the interests of the rank and file.  I said, "I don't have any 10 

political experience, but I have a brother, an elder brother who does have experience 11 

in that area, who worked for state protocol, he knows about politics.  I will approach 12 

him and I'll try to put the problem to him.  If he's in agreement, you can express your 13 

concerns."   14 

So I went to see Zilabo, and I said, "Your brothers have a concern.  They need 15 

someone to represent -- well, who can be an interface between the authorities, the 16 

NGOs and them."  Because at PK9 there were the various NGOs, they regularly 17 

approached them.  So for them, as soldiers, they wanted to keep kind of a reserve.  18 

So Zilabo came and played that role.  Each time the NGOs would come, Zilabo was 19 

there, j'étais là.  And they would talk with the groups, the NGOs, and they would 20 

report the discussions with the authorities or the NGOs that came to see them. 21 

Q.   [14:44:44] First of all, I appreciate that answer.  It's very detailed.  And maybe 22 

there's an interpretation problem, but my question is very, I think, straight ahead, 23 

which is:  When you spoke to Mr Yekatom, as you describe in paragraph 36 of your 24 

statement here, did you tell Mr Yekatom that you and Mr Zilabo were concerned that 25 
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the groups entering in the neighbourhood would take revenge?  That's my question.  1 

At that time, did you tell him that? 2 

A.   [14:45:41] Yes.  I believe that in my statement we talked to them about that.  3 

We asked them not to engage in acts of revenge and to keep to their position.  Once 4 

Zilabo was playing the role of emissary with the government, it was possible to begin 5 

DDR in order to disarm the children and find them something else, another activity.   6 

I don't know whether I've answered your question. 7 

Q.   [14:46:23] No, I think you have.  You have.   8 

You mentioned that the elements were armed, uneducated and untrained.  And 9 

that's based on what you observed, I take it? 10 

A.   [14:46:59] Yes.  Let me give you the following answer.  You see, Mr Yekatom, 11 

who's here, is a career soldier.  He's well trained.  And most of the ones who 12 

followed had not been recruited by him, himself.  They were people who fled the 13 

violence and went * looking for Yekatom to join his movement.  So he didn't have 14 

the time to educate all those elements.  He just didn't have the time.  He had his 15 

own concerns.  They wanted to protect themselves and that's why they joined.  And 16 

each particular person had his own education.  So in that short lapse of time, he 17 

could not educate everyone.  Amongst them, there were people who were not 18 

educated very well, others who were career soldiers.  As for civilians, were they 19 

trained?  Were they trained?  Who knows.   20 

That's the answer I can give you.  21 

Q.   [14:48:13] Okay.  That's helpful.   22 

Now, as you expressed your concern that they may take revenge if they came into 23 

the -- into the neighbourhoods, was this something you heard expressed among other 24 

Anti-Balaka members that you encountered, that they were seeking revenge against 25 
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the Seleka, or even seeking revenge against Muslims in general or Arabs, as they 1 

sometimes refer to Muslims?  Were you aware of that? 2 

A.   [14:49:10] I believe -- I was living in Bimbo and there was not a great 3 

concentration of Muslim people in Bimbo.  I can't confirm that they wanted to cross 4 

over to attack Muslims.  There were hardly any Muslims in Bimbo.  So to say that 5 

they wanted to cross so that they would -- in order to take revenge against Muslims, 6 

no.  It was not Christians versus Muslims.  But the ones who fled to go into the 7 

bush, they were bitter.  But up until today, there is still violence in the 8 

neighbourhood because some people are still settling scores. 9 

Q.   [14:50:11] I want to show you a video of Sebastien Wenezoui.  It's tab 4, 10 

CAR-OTP-2014-0750.  The translation is at tab 37, CAR-OTP-2122-2253.  The ERN 11 

number for the translation is page 2255, lines 26 -- I have 26 through 29.  I think that's 12 

right.   13 

And when -- when I get the go-ahead from the interpreters, I'll put that up and we 14 

can hopefully see that.  I want you to take a look at this. 15 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:51:10](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 17 

Sight translation, line 26:  18 

(Interpretation) "Tomorrow, if things go totally out of control when the elections are 19 

carried out, I'm telling you frankly that, uh, you yourself know that the country 20 

is -- the country is being pulled towards pre-genocide.  And that, at this level, you'll 21 

plunge the country into genocide ... into genocide."   22 

End of sight translation. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:51:44] I'm sorry, what? 24 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:51:46] You started the video too fast.  The French interpreter was 25 
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still giving the reference.   1 

MR VANDERPUYE:  Ah, okay. 2 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:51:51] So that's why there was a big miss in interpretation. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:51:54] I suggest that we repeat it and we can -- it 4 

was a short one, we can simply watch it another time.  That's no problem. 5 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:52:00] Thank you, Mr President.   6 

Are we ready now?  Yeah?  Okay. 7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:52:18] The interpreters are ready. 8 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:52:21](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 10 

Sight translation, line 26:   11 

(Interpretation) "Unidentified speaker:  "Tomorrow, if things go totally out of control 12 

during the election, I'm telling you frankly that, uh, you yourself know that the 13 

country is in the process of -- is being pulled towards pre-genocide.  And that, at this 14 

level, you're going to plunge the country into genocide ... into genocide."   15 

End of sight translation. 16 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:52:51] 17 

Q.   [14:52:52] All right.  Did you get a chance to hear that, Mr Witness? 18 

A.   [14:53:09] Yes, I heard what Wenezoui said. 19 

Q.   [14:53:11] Have you seen this video before or that clip? 20 

A.   [14:53:22] No, this is the first time. 21 

Q.   [14:53:27] And he's talking about the elections or the way the elections will be 22 

carried out and says, to understand that the country is in a pre-genocide.  What is 23 

your view of that statement?  Does that comport with what you understood was 24 

going on at the time? 25 
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A.   [14:54:06] Thank you.   1 

I really can't say anything about what he said.  He's still alive.  He's in a better 2 

position to provide explanations.  He is still alive, so you can ask him the question.  3 

I'm not here to interpret his way of seeing things.  He mentioned pre-genocide.  4 

He's in a better position to give you explanations. 5 

Q.   [14:54:40] Okay.  Let me show you another video.  This one is at tab 12, 6 

CAR-OTP-2065-0436.  And the translation is at tab 27, CAR-OTP-2107-1539.  7 

Okay.  And if the booth can just -- interpretation booth can just let us know when 8 

we're ready to play it. 9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:55:25] From the booth:  Which line numbers, please?  10 

Which passage? 11 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:55:33] Just a second.  I believe it's the whole thing.  12 

Lines 4 through 15, I believe.  The ERN page is 1540. 13 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:56:08] The interpreters are ready. 14 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:56:14] All right.  That's great.  Then we can play it.  It 15 

can be broadcast, by the way. 16 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:56:45] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)  18 

Sight translation, line 4:   19 

(Interpretation) "Unidentified speaker:  The Christians are suffering a great deal.  20 

Look, you see how?  For -- to find -- to find something to eat, it's difficult, huh?   21 

Unidentified speaker:  Find what ... me ... eat, it's becoming difficult.   22 

Journalist:  Why where those gentlemen there? 23 

Unidentified speaker:  They're fleeing the Seleka.   24 

Unidentified speaker:  Because of those Seleka.   25 
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Unidentified speaker:  Because of those Seleka.  Look, the Chadians, the Sudanese, 1 

the Torahboural [phon], the Janjaweed.  You see?  Huh?  They have to go back 2 

home.  Huh?  This is Central African Republic, this isn't Chad.  Idriss Deby can't 3 

run the show here.  Huh ...?  Al-Bashir can't run the show here; this is the 4 

Central African Republic.  If they don't want to step down in three days, we're going 5 

to make genocide in the CAR.  I'm brief in my decision.  Isn't that so, elder brother?"   6 

End of sight translation.  7 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:58:15] 8 

Q.   [14:58:16] Did you see the video, Mr Witness? 9 

A.   [14:58:27] Yes, I saw it. 10 

Q.   [14:58:29] And that's your brother in the video, Habib Beina? 11 

A.   [14:58:39] Yes, my younger brother. 12 

Q.   [14:58:41] Did you ever discuss with him what he's talking about here about 13 

making genocide if Djotodia doesn't step down? 14 

A.   [14:59:10] In this passage I saw Habib, and you should realise that I wasn't 15 

beside him.  I'm telling you that this is the first time I've seen this footage.  Habib, 16 

as a soldier and a human being, when he went into the bush, he had a certain 17 

determination.  It wasn't for fun.  If he wanted to have fun, he would have stayed in 18 

the city.  But he decided to go into the bush.  You have to realise he did say that the 19 

CAR was not Chad and al-Bashir and others weren't going to be running the show 20 

in -- in the CAR.  The CAR is a republic.   21 

In a few weeks, the world would be -- will be mobilising for Ukraine, but you know 22 

for a year, no one mobilised.  It was like we were wild animals, as if we didn't even 23 

belong to the UN system.  So you can see the rebels left Sudan and other places and 24 

converged.  Let's take the example of Darfur, the entire world knows everything that 25 
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happened there.   1 

But when he said that sort of thing, he did it -- he said openly, he said -- he said there 2 

would be a genocide * unless Djotodia resigns, and he did so there was no genocide.  3 

Why?  Because the Central African Republic is a political conflict.  That's what's 4 

going on right now.  You have one party talking about dialogue, another party 5 

saying no dialogue, the young people are being pushed, being manipulated, they 6 

have their own agenda.   7 

He said that like a -- like a man.  This is our country.  Today some people are dead.  8 

Some are still alive.  Why?  Because some people sacrificed themselves to defend 9 

the motherland, others are in prison, many others are dead because they defended the 10 

flag of their country.  We can't go invade Chad.  We can't go invade Sudan or the 11 

Congo, no.  But in front of the United Nations, people -- you know it's said the 12 

Central African Republic has been invaded, a republic in which generals are being 13 

appointed, he appointed generals and governors, 16 prefectures, and no one was 14 

doing whatever he wanted.  It's -- the entire world knew what was going on.  The 15 

heart of the people of the Central African Republic is -- it's the same thing, the Seleka 16 

came in, they started to carry out exactions against the Christians, they came down 17 

hard on the Christians.   18 

I wasn't there, I couldn't give them advice.  They were living in the bush.  I never 19 

lived in the bush.  The ones who were in the bush, well, I never lived in the bush.  I 20 

couldn't be there.  I couldn't be beyond his decision.  He made a commitment as a 21 

man, as a human being.  Myself, I was living at home.  I was living in a bed.  He 22 

was sleeping in the bush.  So that's the difference. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:02:44] Okay.  That was a very detailed account, 24 

Mr Witness.   25 
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And I take the opportunity, because I see also how quickly he spoke, to thank the 1 

interpreter that you really tried to -- to keep up with that velocity.  Thank you very 2 

much.   3 

Mr Vanderpuye, I think it doesn't make so much sense to entertain this further. 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:03:08] Thank you, Mr President. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:03:14] And I also make a remark before I forget 6 

it.  I assume that some of what the witness has said today would have been perhaps 7 

questioned -- no, not questioned.  Questions in that regard would have been put to 8 

the witness by the Defence which might not be necessary anymore.   9 

You don't have to react, Mr Knoops.  I simply -- it's an impression that I have.  You 10 

can agree, you cannot agree, you will see. 11 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:03:46] Well, I just want to make a remark that we would never 12 

question a witness on the qualification whether it's genocide or not. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:03:53] Of course not.  You know, we don't have 14 

to discuss the complexity of the judicial expression and interpretation of genocide, but 15 

when Mr Vanderpuye puts such an audio and video to the witness and another 16 

person uses this expression, it's of course not used in a legal manner.  It's used in a 17 

way that, yeah, might mean something either way, let me put it this way.   18 

So Mr Vanderpuye, long exchange. 19 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:04:27] Thank you, Mr President.  I think my question was 20 

whether he ever discussed it with his brother. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:04:31] That was absolutely appropriate.  No, no, 22 

no problem with that.  It's clear. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:    24 

Q.   [15:04:42] I think your answer is clear in a lot of ways.   25 
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Now, you mention in your statement at paragraph 29 when you were describing the 1 

Anti-Balaka in general terms, you said that people didn't initially gather to retake 2 

Bangui, but the idea of taking Bangui came later.  The goal was to get rid of the 3 

Seleka and that they had no political ambition.  So -- and that's at the -- it's probably 4 

close to the last sentence, I think, in this -- in this paragraph, so you can probably look 5 

at it quickly.   6 

But my question is:  When you say that the idea of taking Bangui came later, first, 7 

what do you mean by "later"?  And then who did it come from?  Where did the idea 8 

come from at all, if you know? 9 

A.   [15:06:00] Thank you.   10 

I think that what I said, well, you know, the Anti-Balaka, if you know our country like 11 

we do, like I do, I know it, the Anti-Balaka did not have the military capacity to fight 12 

against the Seleka.  The Seleka had sufficient military equipment.  The Anti-Balaka 13 

did not have the possibility of conquering the Seleka to -- of driving out the Seleka.  14 

The principle of the actions of the Anti-Balaka was to exert pressure on the Seleka to 15 

force them out.  Even if you oppose the Anti-Balaka, even if you enabled the 16 

Anti-Balaka to fight, to conquer the Seleka and take power, the Anti-Balaka would 17 

never have been able to do so.  All the activities of the Anti-Balaka was to put 18 

pressure on the Seleka and prompt the international community to react in such a 19 

way that Djotodia should be pushed to resign in N'Djamena.  That was the main 20 

objective.   21 

The point was not to take power.  During that time, who had the ability to take 22 

power?  They?  No, their actions were only to put pressure on Seleka and force 23 

them to stop terror on the Central African people. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:07:45] Ms Dimitri. 25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [15:07:47] Mr President, with your permission, my client would like to 1 

step out for a minute. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:07:50] Of course.  Of course.   3 

MS DIMITRI:  Thank you.   4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:07:50] I think we can stay in the room.   5 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:07:52] Thank you. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:08:05] I think we can use the time.   7 

Mr Vanderpuye, we take it that you finish at half past 3. 8 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:08:13] I think that's -- and it's not unreasonable.  I am 9 

trying to go as fast as I can, but unfortunately I can't seem to frame my questions tight 10 

enough. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:08:21] Okay, but please make an effort.  We 12 

would appreciate that.   13 

Then the obvious question, you know, it's always the question that -- a question 14 

where I know that the answer is not, perhaps not definite and fixed in stone, so to 15 

speak.  But let's start with Mr Knoops. 16 

Do you know already -- of course I have your estimates, also Ms Dimitri's estimates, 17 

but do you think this can be a little bit adjusted with regard to the testimony today? 18 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:08:59] We do our best, Mr President.  And I understand that 19 

Ms Dimitri will go first Monday and maybe part of Tuesday, I assume.  So we'll do 20 

our best to finish maybe Wednesday.   21 

It was the intention, of course, that my colleague Ms Proulx would conduct the 22 

examination.  I hope she will be recovered next week.  If not, I will, of course, 23 

replace the examination prepared by her.  The initial plan was to have -- I look at my 24 

dear colleague on my right side, to not misinform the Chamber that we had initially 25 
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in mind four to six hours, but of course we'll do everything to accommodate the Court 1 

that we might finish on Wednesday the last session. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:09:54] Let me say something because it's late in 3 

the day.  That's music in our ears, of course.  At least the possibility that we can 4 

finish on Wednesday.  Let's say -- let's aim for that.  And, as I said, it's not set in 5 

stone.   6 

Ms Dimitri, do you have -- you could also do what you can do to achieve this aim. 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:10:17] Mr President, I don't want to ruin the music in your ears, 8 

but unfortunately, I won't -- I really don't think I'll be able to be shorter.  I was -- and 9 

it's absolutely not a criticism to Mr Beina.  I realise his answers are longer.  We now 10 

have Sango interpretation, which was not the case initially when we gave our 11 

estimates because he was supposed to speak French.  And I am realising -- you know, 12 

we always adapt through a witness demeanour, and realising he has a lot of details 13 

that I was not expecting, so I -- I'm going to go for -- for obvious reasons, it's a very 14 

important witness for Mr Yekatom, so I'm going to dig for more, if you allow me the 15 

expression.  So I'll -- I'll do my best, but --  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:11:08] Let's -- I think -- let me put it this way:  17 

So we aim for that.  As I always said, it's not set in stone.  And perhaps we can 18 

adapt and extend perhaps half an hour each time so this would enable -- I think it 19 

would be in everybody's interest if we could finish on Wednesday, for obvious 20 

reasons, because the recess starts and we have -- but, yeah, we have to -- like always, 21 

we have to wait how things unfold.  Thank you very much. 22 

Mr Vanderpuye, you can continue. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:11:47] Thank you, Mr President. 24 

Q.   [15:11:50] I'll try again.   25 
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In your statement, at paragraph 29, you discuss the idea of taking Bangui and in the 1 

second to last sentence, you say, in French, (Interpretation) "This idea came only 2 

later." 3 

(Speaks English) So my question was:  When did that idea come and whose idea was 4 

it?  Where did it come from?  If you know.  5 

A.   [15:12:39] I think that it is not all the statements of a man who can be identical.  6 

What is in your head cannot be in my head.  The idea of taking Bangui may require a 7 

broad explanation -- may have arisen from a broad explanation.   8 

When the OTP went there to interview or sometimes when we were tired, sometimes 9 

you could speak very quickly just so as to be able to free yourself.  You see, when we 10 

are asked to come and answer questions, that prevented us from carrying out our 11 

own activities.   12 

So the idea of taking Bangui, how did this come about?  Well, I do not know how it 13 

was born.  I had seen so much suffering amongst the population and pressure was 14 

put so that Djotodia should go to N'Djamena and accept to resign.   15 

Now, talking about taking Bangui, Bangui was not taken following a battle.  I have 16 

no idea relating to the procedure following -- that was used to take Bangui.  I really 17 

have no information about that.  18 

Q.   [15:14:17] Okay.  I'll move to a different area.   19 

Let me ask you about what you have at paragraph 35 of your statement.  This is 20 

the -- here, you talk about the people that basically made up most of the Anti-Balaka.  21 

You say that they fled the Seleka into the bush, formed there before coming to Bangui.  22 

And then you say, "Others were children who fled ... in their neighbourhood and 23 

joined the Anti-Balaka for protection." 24 

So I take it in your -- in this paragraph when you refer to "enfants" you're not talking 25 
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about actual children.  But my question is whether or not you did actually see 1 

children associated with the group.  2 

A.   [15:15:24] Yes, I saw with my own eyes.  For example, one of my uncle's 3 

children who was at PK11, there was a group of Seleka on the site of the RDOT and 4 

violence erupted there.  They fled to the airport site.  Subsequently, that child found 5 

himself in Mr Yekatom's group.  Why?  Because one day the Seleka tried to attack 6 

the refugee site which was located at the airport.  And as a result, the refugees who 7 

were there fled into the bushes.  I, therefore, told everyone that one of my 8 

children's -- my uncle's children fled into the bush because of those incidents.  That 9 

is why I talked about children in my statement. 10 

Q.   [15:16:37] Indeed.  11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:16:37] Mr Beina, do you know how old this 12 

child was?  Please tell us.  13 

THE WITNESS:  [15:16:57](Interpretation) At that time -- which year was it again?  14 

2000 --  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:05] '13, '14.   16 

THE WITNESS:  [15:17:05] (Interpretation) Well, I no longer really remember his age.  17 

I really cannot imagine. 18 

During that time, I think he might have been 16 or 17 years old because he fled from 19 

the airport to join them there.  I said that because there were similar cases. 20 

Mr Yekatom's group, well, in fact, I would like to tell you that it was not 21 

Mr Yekatom's group that went to recruit people, no.  It was those people themselves 22 

who tried to find him in the group.  There were -- in the bush.  There were adults 23 

and children as well. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:18:04] And I understand that "children" is 25 
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not -- not meant in the -- in the legal way here, so to speak.  We have understood 1 

that. 2 

Mr Vanderpuye, please continue. 3 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:18:17] Thank you, Mr President. 4 

Q.   [15:18:18] You mentioned that there were similar cases.  And when you say 5 

"similar cases," you mean there were kids around that age that also went to go find 6 

Mr Yekatom's group and became associated with it?  Is that what you mean by 7 

similar cases? 8 

A.   [15:19:00] Yes.  If we want to talk about it, you cannot only talk about 9 

Mr Yekatom's group, not only his case.  There were many armed groups in Bangui, 10 

even during the time of Djotodia.  You could see patrols of soldiers.  Amongst the 11 

soldiers passing, you could see children bearing weapons.  That was when Djotodia 12 

was still in power.  So wherever there were armed groups, uncontrolled children 13 

joined those armed groups and stayed with them. 14 

Q.   [15:19:41] And that was pretty common, I guess.  It was an open secret, so to 15 

speak, if you want to put it that way.  Does that sound about right? 16 

A.   [15:20:02] That is correct. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:20:03] And perhaps -- I ask this only because 18 

otherwise, perhaps we -- we have then again the exchange when victims' 19 

representatives ask it.   20 

Mr Witness, very difficult question, I know, but I give it a try.  When you speak of 21 

children, you spoke of the case of the 16-, 17-year-old.  To your knowledge, but only 22 

if you know, were amongst these children even children that were younger than 16 23 

years old?  But only if you can -- if you have information about that. 24 

THE WITNESS:  [15:20:50](Interpretation) Well, I did not live in the bush where they 25 
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were, so I cannot imagine.  I was not living with them, so I cannot imagine what it 1 

was. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:21:04] Thank you, Mr Witness.  This is 3 

something that we have -- we have to check with witnesses, so that's perfectly clear, 4 

your answer.   5 

Mr Vanderpuye. 6 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:21:17] Thank you. 7 

Q.   [15:21:18] I wanted to show you a document, but before I do, can I just ask you, 8 

in the context when you would see these kids, what kind of things were they doing?  9 

You say that they were associated with the groups or they stayed with the groups, but 10 

what kinds of things were these kids doing, if you know? 11 

A.   [15:22:00] If I am telling you about children in the armed groups, well, because 12 

Rombhot, when he was in his base, when I arrived at his base, at his residence, I saw 13 

at least five, six children.  There were girls.  And when I saw those children, they 14 

were in the residence itself.  I did not see them in the bush.  I even think that he was 15 

protecting them.  He was feeding them and he was protecting them like his own 16 

children or children of his own home.   17 

So when he went back -- when he went out, he would sometimes go with them in his 18 

car.  But these were children that had fled violence and he was protecting them in his 19 

house.  He *fed them and they were under his guardianship.  But to say that they 20 

were in the bushes or what they were doing there, I was not there.  I cannot tell you.  21 

So I was at my home.  At no time did I go to the bush, so I cannot tell you what was 22 

happening in the bush.  23 

Q.   [15:23:31] Let me show you this document then at tab 38, CAR-OTP-2128-1373.  24 

It's a document that's dated 4 August 2014, it's titled "Decharge" as you can see it there.  25 
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And it says (Interpretation) "Liberation of children associated to the movement." 1 

(Speaks English) And you can see that it begins at paragraph -- in the paragraph:   2 

(Interpretation) "I, the undersigned, Yekatom Alfred Rombhot, number one leader of 3 

the High Command of the Anti-Balaka of the South Zone." 4 

(Speaks English)  And it talks about taking a firm resolution to liberate 153 children 5 

associated with the movement.  And then it identifies the localities as Pissa, Mbata, 6 

Batalimo and Mongoumba.   7 

And it says at the bottom:  (Interpretation) I take the undertaking -- or rather "[...] I 8 

undertake to liberate them and to not ever re-enroll them in the future." 9 

(Speaks English) First, have you seen this document before? 10 

A.   [15:25:33] No.  This is the first time that I'm seeing such a document, so I was 11 

not present when it was prepared.  I'm talking about -- I don't have a statement to 12 

make about it.  I'm talking about what I saw and what I know. 13 

Q.   [15:25:52] Do you recognise the signature that's on this document as 14 

Mr Yekatom's?   15 

I'm sorry, Mr President.  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:00] No, no, this is the only question that I 17 

think makes sense here with regard to the answer of the witness. 18 

So do you recognise the signature, Mr Witness? 19 

THE WITNESS:  [15:26:25] Well, I cannot say whether it is authentic or not.  Because 20 

this is a copy.  I have told you that I was not present during that ceremony.  I was 21 

not there.  I was not there during that return.  I don't know whether he was the one 22 

who signed.  Only someone who was present can confirm or not. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:57] I may make a remark.  This answer 24 

could also have been coming from a counsel because it's -- indeed this is the thing.  25 
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But, yeah, I think you can move on from there because we -- 1 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:27:11] I'll move -- I mean the Chamber can evaluate it, you 2 

can see it, and you can -- 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yes, yes.   4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:27:15] -- compare it to the other documents that 5 

(Overlapping speakers)  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:16] Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.  But this is 7 

always the problem when we ask a witness about a document that he has not 8 

fabricated and is part of.  This was the reason why I said this is the only thing, if he 9 

would be able to say okay, I know (Overlapping speakers)  10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:27:30] It's no problem. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:32] It's -- but otherwise, I think we let not 12 

witnesses comment on -- on documents that they have not been making themselves. 13 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:27:42] Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr President. 14 

Q.   [15:27:48] You've seen Mr Yekatom's signature before, though, and you know 15 

what it looks like because you identified it on a document that you said that 16 

Kamezolaï prepared that I showed you a little earlier.  I don't remember the tab 17 

number, but I can find it and we can pull it up.   18 

Does this look like Mr Yekatom's signature to your recollection? 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Ms Dimitri.  20 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:28:06] Mr President, I think there's a distinction between this and 21 

the previous document.  The witness was comfortable with the previous document 22 

because he was aware of it, he knew more details, he knew who wrote it.  Now I 23 

think Mr Vanderpuye did what he could.  The witness gave his answer.  Just 24 

pushing forward is not going to lead anywhere or give more probative value to the 25 
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document. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Mr --  2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:28:30] It's okay.  We have a video of it, so it's not an issue. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:37] No, I also -- yes.  The thing is even if the 4 

witness says, "Oh, it looks, looks sort of like the signature of Mr Yekatom," I think you 5 

are aware that this does not really enhance the probative value.  We could --  6 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:28:55] I wouldn't say it makes the probative value, but I 7 

would say that it enhances it, yes, because he's familiar with Mr Yekatom's signature. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:03] Yeah, but he -- I think he has given an 9 

answer.   10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  He has.  He has.  It's no problem. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:06] And is this the video we have already 12 

seen?  13 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:29:08] No.  It's a video that's coming. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:10] That's coming, okay.  Because I have 15 

something in mind.  So then if you have other evidence in that regard -- and there 16 

are several, several layers here.  First of all, I'm not completely sure if the Yekatom 17 

Defence contests it at all, first thing.  Second thing is what does this really mean?  18 

But this is -- I won't go further.  What does the content really mean?  What is the 19 

background?  And we don't discuss this with this (Overlapping speakers) 20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  Exactly (Overlapping speakers)  21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:45] -- witness.  So I'm just --  22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  No problem.   23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:45] -- thinking aloud, as I would say. 24 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:29:48] No problem, Mr President. 25 
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Q.   [15:29:50] Mr Witness, I wanted to ask you about the coordination that you 1 

became a member of in June.  But before that, let me ask you, were you aware of an 2 

Anti-Balaka coordination that preexisted the one that you joined in June 2014? 3 

A.   [15:30:30] Thank you.   4 

The question that you are asking me about the coordination, I would say that the 5 

coordination which existed before was an ad hoc committee set up by Wenezoui in 6 

Bimbo on 15 May 2014 because on 20 June 2014, the general coordination of the 7 

Anti-Balaka was created at the UNDP.   8 

So to talk about coordination, I recognise the ad hoc committee which was set up at 9 

PK9 with Wenezoui as the general coordination.  And that was before 20 June, 10 

before the setting up of the coordination set up by the mediator Mr Andara, as well as 11 

the association PARETO, and this is the organisation that facilitated the creation at the 12 

request of the authorities of the setting up of this coordination through Madam 13 

Montaigne.  But I did not know about the other -- talking about the other 14 

coordination before that, I do not know. 15 

Q.   [15:32:17] So you weren't aware that there was a National Coordination that was 16 

headed by Mr Ngaïssona that existed in February 2014.  Is that -- is that how I should 17 

understand your answer? 18 

A.   [15:32:48] No, I don't think you've understood me.  I gave two dates.  I talked 19 

about 15 May 2014, I said that there was an ad hoc committee set up with Wenezoui 20 

as coordinator.  Then on 20 June 2014, a coordination structure was created at the 21 

UNDP with the assistance of the authorities I mentioned.  If you think that I said that 22 

before that date there was a coordination led by Mr Ngaïssona, no, I never said that.  23 

Q.   [15:33:29] No, my question isn't whether you said it.  My question is whether 24 

you know it.  Do you know that there was a coordination that was head by -- headed 25 
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by Mr Ngaïssona before the coordination where he and Mr Wenezoui led it -- which 1 

he and Mr Wenezoui led in June?  Do you know?  That's my question.   2 

Maybe I can bring something up which might help illustrate it.  I don't know.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:34:04] We have, I think -- how long do we sit in 4 

this courtroom, how many documents have we seen, how many witnesses in that 5 

respect have we heard on that.  So if the witness -- if the witness says he doesn't 6 

know, we simply take it and move on, and preferably finish the examination of the 7 

Prosecution now. 8 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:34:25] I'm just trying to establish if he does know.  9 

That's -- that's my question. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:34:28] So let -- give me -- give me a chance.   11 

Mr Witness, simply, you see there's a little bit of an exchange here.  The Prosecutor 12 

suggests that already in February 2014 there existed a national coordination headed 13 

by Mr Ngaïssona.  Were you aware of that?  If you can simply say yes or no, we 14 

accept this answer. 15 

THE WITNESS:  [15:35:11](Interpretation) No, I don't know that coordination. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:15] Okay. 17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:35:16] 18 

Q.   [15:35:17] Let me show you tab 18, which I think connects with what you've 19 

been saying.  And this is at CAR-OTP-2079-0050.  That's good.   20 

Maybe you recognise this document.  It's a procès-verbal (Interpretation) "Minutes of 21 

the Extraordinary Joint Meeting of the Executive Bureau of the Anti-Balaka."  22 

(Speaks English) The minutes relate to a meeting that was held on 8 May.  If you 23 

look at the next page, that's 0051, and you can see a number of people present, 24 

including Mr Wenezoui, Mr Yekatom, Nganafio Honore Modibo, Ndangba Pissidy.   25 
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And then if you look at the next page, you will see that it nominates Mr Wenezoui 1 

(Interpretation) "for their representation within the next transition government." 2 

Do you recognise this document? 3 

A.   [15:37:10] (No interpretation)  4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:37:25] Blocked channel.  Apologies from the interpreters. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:37:30] So, excuse me, Mr -- Mr Witness, excuse 6 

me there.  Again, apologies, there is a problem with the translation.  I really 7 

apologise.  Could you repeat your answer from the beginning?  I know this is very 8 

tedious and it was a long day and you must also be tired, but I ask you to repeat it, 9 

please. 10 

THE WITNESS:  [15:38:01] Thank you, your Honour.  I'll give the following answer.  11 

Concerning this document, I believe that this document that is up here on the screen, 12 

well, I don't know much about it.  The 8 May, I don't know when the document was 13 

drawn up, so I don't have any comments.  The only coordination that I know is the 14 

ad hoc committee that was led by Wenezoui which allowed the setting up of a general 15 

coordination structure where Mr Ngaïssona was chosen as general coordinator and 16 

Sebastien as deputy.  But this particular document, I don't know much about it, so I 17 

don't have any comments on it. 18 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:39:00] 19 

Q.   [15:39:01] If we could go to the bottom of the page, I'd like to show you 20 

something.   21 

All the way down.  All the way.  That's good.   22 

First, you can see three signatures there.  One purportedly Wenezoui's, another one 23 

purportedly Mr Toude, looks like, and the last one purportedly Mr Yekatom.  And 24 

then if you look at the bottom, next to the bottom, I see your name and I see a 25 
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signature next to that. 1 

Do you recognise that signature as your own? 2 

A.   [15:39:53] Yes, I do recognise it.  It is indeed my signature.  It's my signature.  3 

But as for this coordination, it was not effective.  The coordination that was effective 4 

was the one set up on 15 May 2014.  And that was -- it was the establishment of that 5 

coordination.  After that was set up, it allowed Mr Ngaïssona and Mr Yekatom to 6 

meet one another.   7 

Then after that, they established the coordination of 20 June.  That was just a meeting 8 

that brought together people from Boeing, Bimbo, particularly in the Bimbo and 9 

Boeing areas.  At the time, Wenezoui was still at Boeing and Yekatom was in Bimbo.   10 

Zilabo was one of the people from Bimbo, Balabo Christian -- Balalou Christian, he 11 

was the representative of the MOUDA association, an NGO.  He handled social 12 

cohesion. 13 

So, at that time, we were trying to bring Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona closer together 14 

so they could get to know one another.  It was around the late of May, early 15 

June 2014, that is when they had an opportunity to meet.  So you can see the interval 16 

of time I'm talking about, late May, early June 2014.  That is when they had the 17 

opportunity to meet one another.   18 

Christian Balalou, at the time, was representing the MOUDA association.  The mayor, 19 

Angara -- Andara, from the 4th arrondissement, and Jerome, who worked at DRC, 20 

met up with Yekatom.  And that was to make sure that people were not doing their 21 

own thing on their own side.  So they were providing sort of guarantees or helping 22 

the two gentlemen come together and meet one another.  The people from Boeing 23 

and Bimbo met so that the facilitators could bring together Ngaïssona so as to 24 

unify -- rather, to bring together the two groups. 25 
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Q.   [15:43:05] Okay.  I think that's -- that's clear enough.  I have the document 1 

from June I wanted to show you, but I think it's clear already that we have that 2 

coordination document.   3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yes. 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:   5 

Q.   [15:43:18] I do have a video that I can show you regarding the 15 May meeting, 6 

but we're short of time so -- and I think that's already in evidence, so I won't show 7 

you that.   8 

Let me just check one thing before I -- before I retire, as it were. 9 

From your answer just now, I take it that you do not know that Mr Yekatom and 10 

Mr Ngaïssona met with the president, the transition president long before May 2014?  11 

Am I right in assuming that?   12 

A.   [15:44:25] Did Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona have an opportunity to meet with 13 

Ms Samba-Panza?  I wasn't there.  I have no idea.  If I were there, I could confirm, 14 

but I don't know.  Did they meet one another actually?  It might have escaped me.  15 

Maybe I might have travelled to Cameroon, but to go to Cameroon -- well, I can't tell 16 

you more than that.   17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:44:54] Okay.  I think I have -- I've reached the end of my 18 

examination.  I want thank you very much, again, Mr Witness, for your time.   19 

Thank you, Mr President.  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:45:03] Thank you, Mr Vanderpuye.   21 

Also, thank you on behalf of the Chamber, Mr Witness, for patiently answering the 22 

questions the whole day.  You are aware that it's not the end of your questioning, 23 

your examination.  We will continue on Monday, 9.30.  In the meantime, please do 24 

not speak about your testimony with anyone.  We would ask you to do that.   25 
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To counsel of the Defence, the Chamber trusts that they will adjust to the witness in 1 

the manner of questioning.  We simply trust you on that.   2 

So this concludes for today, and we come back together Monday, 9.30.   3 

Mr Witness, we wish you a good rest over the weekend. 4 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:45:45] All rise.    5 

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.45 p.m.) 6 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-120-Red3-ENG CT2 WT 08-04-2022 87/87 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.


