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International Criminal Court 1 

Trial Chamber V 2 

Situation: Central African Republic II 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard 4 

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/18 5 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and 6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung 7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1 8 

Wednesday, 29 June 2022 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.30 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:30:42] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:01] Good morning, everyone. 14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:31:07] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18. 18 

And for the record, we are in open session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:22] I ask for the appearances of the parties.  20 

Mr Vanderpuye, first. 21 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:31:26] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 22 

your Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Good morning, Mr Witness. 23 

Today the Prosecution is represented by Pierre Belbenoit-Avich, Yassin Mostfa and 24 

myself, Kweku Vanderpuye.  Good morning. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:38] Thank you. 1 

The representatives of the victims next, please. 2 

MR CARNERO:  [9:31:43] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 3 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.  Today, the victims of the 4 

other crimes are represented by Mouhia Asso by my side, and myself, Enrique 5 

Carnero.  Thank you. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:57] Thank you. 7 

Mr Suprun. 8 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:31:58] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 9 

The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the 10 

Office of Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:07] Thank you. 12 

Ms Dimitri, for the Defence of Mr Yekatom. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:32:10] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 14 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone. 15 

Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom and is represented today by Ms Alexandra 16 

Baer, Ms Daniela Mvoungou Police, Ms Anta Guissé, Mr Gyo Suzuki and myself, 17 

Mylène Dimitri. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:27] Thank you. 19 

And Mr Knoops. 20 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:32:28] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 21 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone in the courtroom. 22 

We are appearing today before the Chamber with Ms Marie-Hélène Proulx, Sara 23 

Pedroso, Ms Despoina Eleftheriou, Alexandre Desevedavy.  And the defendant is 24 

present, Mr President.  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:44] Thank you. 1 

And also good morning to Mr Witness.  I hope you had a good rest and you hear 2 

and understand me well. 3 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962 (On former oath) 4 

(The witness speaks Sango)  5 

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 6 

THE WITNESS:  [9:33:05](Interpretation) Yes, I can hear you very well, Mr President. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:10] That sounds promising.  8 

And also welcome to your counsel, Mr Diarrassouba.   9 

So we continue with the examination by Mr Suzuki.  You have the floor. 10 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:33:22] Thank you, Mr President.  Good morning, your Honours. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:26] We are in open session.  Can we stay 12 

there?  13 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:33:30] For now, yes, Mr President.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:32] Very good.  Thank you. 15 

QUESTIONED BY MR SUZUKI:  (Continuing) 16 

Q.   [9:33:36] Good morning, Mr Witness. 17 

A.   [9:33:48] Good morning, counsel. 18 

Q.   [9:33:51] Yesterday, Mr Witness, when we left off, we were discussing 19 

Mr Yekatom's reconciliation work in Boda, which you knew about, in Mbaïki, which 20 

the imam of Mbaïki testified about in this court and in Bangui.  And this morning, 21 

I'm going to ask you a few more questions on that theme.  Is that clear? 22 

A.   [9:34:32] Very well.  I have understood you. 23 

Q.   [9:34:37] Thank you.  Now, I'm going to read you an extract from a document 24 

from the brother of the mayor of Boboua who we discussed yesterday.  His name is 25 
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Nana Youssouf, and he was a Muslim refugee in Mbaïki, and he speaks about 1 

meeting Mr Yekatom in Mbaïki in August 2014.   2 

So I'll read you that extract, and then I'm going to ask you a question.  Do you follow 3 

me? 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:33] Simply start with your questions.  I think 5 

the witness can follow. 6 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:35:40] 7 

Q.   [9:35:41] Mr Witness, so this individual, Mr Youssouf said, and I quote in 8 

French: 9 

(Interpretation) "The MINUSCA commander introduced us.  He greeted many 10 

people, including myself." 11 

(Speaks English) And here he's talking about Mr Yekatom.   12 

I'll continue: 13 

(Interpretation) "I heard that one week later, he had gone to Boboua and had asked 14 

his men not to touch the Muslim houses, and that the Muslims were Central Africans.  15 

It was the women from Boboua who had come to Mbaïki who told us that, because it 16 

is a public event."  17 

(Speaks English) So my question to you, Mr Witness, is, were you aware of 18 

Mr Yekatom's speech in Boboua in August 2014? 19 

A.   [9:37:23] I was not aware. 20 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:37:27] Madam court officer, if you could take us to the document at 21 

tab 13 of the Defence binder.  For the record, that's CAR-OTP-2001-3811, at page 22 

3817, please.  Thank you. 23 

Q.   [9:38:01] Now, Mr Witness, this is a press article from 7 March 2014, and this 24 

article discusses Mr Yekatom's group.  And it says that as soon as President Djotodia 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-141-Red3-ENG CT WT 29-06-2022 4/73 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1962 

29.06.2022           Page 5 
 

had quit, that Mr Yekatom's group reconciled with Gula near PK9, and that 1 

Mr Yekatom's group appeared to be well disciplined and was not known for 2 

harassing civilians. 3 

Now, were you aware that Mr Yekatom's group had reconciled with the Gula near 4 

PK9 after the resignation of Mr Djotodia? 5 

A.   [9:39:13] I was not aware. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:16] Ms Dimitri. 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:39:19] Mr President, the French translation was very wrong.  And I 8 

apologise for the interpreters.  I don't even know how it got out in Sango, but I see 9 

the Sango interpreter nodding to me that it didn't really make sense in French because 10 

it's not "Mr" Gula, but "the" Gula from PK9.  And this is just one of the mistakes in 11 

the French interpretation.  I'm sorry. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:49] Well, we cannot -- we cannot fix it here 13 

now on the spot, if there are several mistakes.  But important is that the witness 14 

understood it in Sango, I think.   15 

Or was the interpretation in Sango also wrong?  16 

So what was this reconciliation about, with which group?   17 

Can you, perhaps, Mr Suzuki, pronounce it again, and we ask the witness again.  I 18 

think I know his answer, but nevertheless, to be sure and to have the record straight. 19 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:40:27] Of course, Mr President.  The reconciliation was between 20 

Mr Yekatom and his group and Seleka based at PK9. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:36] So the -- Mr Vanderpuye. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:40:40] I'm shaking my head because that's not what I see on 23 

the screen in front of me.  Maybe he's referring to something else.  But what it says 24 

on the screen is reconciliation between -- it says a reconciliation "with Gula near PK9".  25 
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I don't even know if that means the Gula as a group or some Gula.  And the date of 1 

the article also isn't apparent to the witness as well.  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:05] Yeah, it has been -- but the witness has 3 

said he doesn't know about the issue, but now when we discuss every word here and 4 

make an analysis of if -- how it's the word Gula or something.  It's always when you 5 

put some -- some newspaper articles to the witness, the probative value is anyway not 6 

very high, to say it mildly. 7 

So, Mr Witness, were you aware of any reconciliation of Mr Yekatom's group with 8 

Seleka groups or with a group called ...  9 

Can you help me?  How is it pronounced?  10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:41:42] It's written "Gula". 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:44] "Gula". 12 

With a group called Gula.  Were you aware of that?  You can say yes or no. 13 

THE WITNESS:  [9:42:00](Interpretation) I was not aware. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:01] You can continue, Mr Suzuki. 15 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:42:04] Thank you, Mr President. 16 

Q.   [9:42:07] Now, Mr Witness, after everything we've discussed yesterday 17 

afternoon and a little bit this morning about Mr Yekatom's reconciliation work - his 18 

sensibilisation work and his public speeches about peaceful coexistence with 19 

Muslims - all of this is consistent with your own personal exchanges with 20 

Mr Yekatom; would you agree with that? 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:39] That's very generic, very -- all of what?  22 

All of -- I don't know if every one of us has every document and everything that has 23 

been put to the witness yesterday in mind, and if the witness has it in mind.  I think 24 

you are -- you have put specific questions in that regard to the witness and the 25 
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witness has answered to them.  You can move on, I think. 1 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:43:05] I understand, Mr President.  If you will allow me to 2 

rephrase, but ... 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:10] Yes. 4 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:43:12] Thank you. 5 

Q.   [9:43:15] In your own personal exchanges with Mr Yekatom, he promoted 6 

reconciliation and peace in the same way; would you agree with that? 7 

A.   [9:43:44] He and myself, where did we have a conversation?  8 

Q.   [9:44:11] Have you never had a conversation with Mr Yekatom, Mr Witness? 9 

A.   [9:44:27] Yes.  We had some discussions. 10 

Q.   [9:44:38] And during those discussions -- or from those discussions, did you 11 

understand that Mr Yekatom wanted peace and reconciliation? 12 

A.   [9:45:07] (Redacted) and we also conversed when he {ICR: (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)} 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:30] Please move on, Mr Suzuki.  16 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:45:39] Your Honour, if I could have just a moment to confer. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:44] Of course. 18 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:45:45] Thank you. 19 

(Counsel confers)  20 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:46:01] Your Honour, if we could move into private session, please. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:46:23] Yes. 22 

Private session. 23 

(Private session at 9.46 a.m.) 24 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:46:38] We are in private session, Mr President. 25 
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MR SUZUKI:  [9:46:46] Thank you, Madam Court Officer. 1 

Q.   [9:46:54] Mr Witness, in your discussions with Mr Yekatom, Mr Yekatom never 2 

told you to continue to kill Muslims; do you agree? 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:06] Mr Vanderpuye. 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:47:08] I think we're going around in circles.  I'm not sure 5 

what period of time we're talking about as well. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:13] I also think the witness has -- the witness 7 

has answered the question.  It's just a little bit of rephrasing, if he was for peace, for 8 

reconciliation.  The witness has answered that (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted).  The witness has answered these questions.   10 

Please continue. 11 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:47:29] Mr President, if I may.  If I could draw your attention 12 

to -- well, actually, first I'd ask that the witness remove his headset.  I'm going to 13 

discuss his evidence, with your leave, Mr President. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:42] Mr Witness, would you please be so kind 15 

to take your headset off for a second.   16 

But when we discuss it in English, I think he will not understand it.  So I think we 17 

can continue.   18 

So perhaps no translation at the moment so that we can discuss it in English. 19 

Please, Mr Suzuki. 20 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:48:00] Thank you, Mr President. 21 

The reason I'm going on this point or I intend to go on this point is that at paragraph 22 

123 of his statement, the witness makes an allegation that is highly contested by the 23 

Defence.  And so -- 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:48:22] Well, then you would -- then put this 123 25 
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to him. 1 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:48:26](Inaudible)  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:48:32]  What? 3 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:48:33] And paragraph 122.  Both 122 and 123 are allegations 4 

concerning Mr Yekatom -- 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [09:48:37] Yes, yes, that would make sense then, yes.  6 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [09:48:39] -- which the witness has commented on.  7 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:48:50] If I could take it one step at a time, then, Mr President, would 8 

you ... 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:48:54] Yes, of course. 10 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:48:56] Thank you. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:48:57] Can this be discussed in open session, or 12 

do you think it's better to stay in private session? 13 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:49:07] Your Honour, as you can see, there's another individual 14 

involved in this. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:13] Please continue now. 16 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:49:15] Thank you.   17 

And if this could be translated into Sango from then on, as I understand. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:24] From now on we start again with the 19 

translation. 20 

Mr Witness, apologies.  There was some procedural matter that we had to discuss.   21 

So we continue now also with the interpretation. 22 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:49:41] 23 

Q.   [9:49:41] Mr Witness, now, in your discussions with Mr Yekatom, he never said 24 

to you that you had to continue to kill Muslims; do you agree? 25 
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A.   [9:50:10] I agree with that.  He never told me that. 1 

Q.   [9:50:18] And to your knowledge, he never told Habib Soussou to continue to 2 

kill Muslims; do you agree? 3 

A.   [9:50:44] But I do not know anything about conversations or discussions that he 4 

had with Soussou. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:50:52] But since we have a contradiction here to 6 

his statement - and to avoid redirect by Mr Vanderpuye, I bring it up - please put on 7 

the screen, 123, paragraph of the first statement, CAR-OTP-2068 ... that's -- 8 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:51:19] Mr President, the French version is --  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:51:21] Oh, French version, yes, perhaps. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:51:24] -- at tab 31 of the Prosecution binder, I believe, 11 

CAR-OTP-2104-0656, and the relevant page is 0682. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:51:48] Well, it's far below because it's paragraph 13 

123. 14 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:52:48] Mr President, I apologise, but there are a number of different 15 

allegations in that paragraph.   16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [09:52:55] No, I'm putting this to the witness now 17 

because you have asked the witness if Mr Yekatom ever told him something like that.  18 

He gave an answer and this answer is in contradiction to what is said here in 19 

paragraph 123, and I think it's better if the Presiding Judge brings it up  than we 20 

have a further delay, because Mr Vanderpuye is making a -- is asking for redirect. 21 

So, Mr Witness, I direct your attention to the last sentence of paragraph 123, that is, 22 

your former statement.  There, you say:  "But then he'd say to me and Habib (and 23 

other Christians) that we had to continue to kill the Muslims." 24 

So a couple of minutes ago, you said that Mr Yekatom did not say this to you and also 25 
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not to Mr Habib Soussou.  So could you please tell us which is the right version.  1 

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:21](Interpretation) I think Mr Yekatom had his own strategy.  2 

* When he went to the Muslims, he said something else so as to get something from 3 

them.  And when he came to us, he would speak a different language.  That is what 4 

I meant to say. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:48] And -- but this does not clearly answer the 6 

question if he spoke with you about this and what he told you.  So when it came to 7 

killing Muslims, what did Mr Yekatom tell you or not tell you?  8 

THE WITNESS:  [9:55:16](Interpretation) He did not say it to me. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:55:20] Thank you, Mr Witness.  That's -- thank 10 

you for this clarification. 11 

So, again, back to open session.   12 

You understand, Mr Suzuki, Ms Dimitri, this will be brought up anyway and then we 13 

have a discussion and you say no, you could have -- and we have all these procedural 14 

discussions and we want to finish with the witness because of that, this -- and we 15 

have clarified it now.  So what he said today is what -- is his testimony.  Yes? 16 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:55:52] Absolutely, Mr President.  My only concern was -- 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:55:56] Well, okay. 18 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:56:00] Apologies. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [09:56:01] No problem. 20 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:56:02] It wasn't so much about the clarification.  It was just about 21 

the rest of the paragraph that he had not necessarily spoken about. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:56:11] No.  It's perfectly clear that you as 23 

Defence have to bring this up, and we have clarified it now. 24 

Can we go back to open session?  25 
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MR SUZUKI:  [9:56:23] Unfortunately, Mr President -- 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:56:26] Then please continue. 2 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:56:27] Thank you. 3 

Madam court officer, if you could take us to Defence tab number 12, please, 4 

CAR-D29-0010-0042.   5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [09:56:37] And I'm asked here by my team if we 6 

could get a reference for the extract of the document that you read out concerning a 7 

certain Nana Youssouf.  If you could give us the reference, that would be kind. 8 

MR SUZUKI:  [9:57:03] Of course, Mr President.  It's CAR-OTP-2056-0031, at 9 

paragraph 70.  10 

Q.   [9:57:21] Mr Witness, do you see this document in front of you on the screen?  11 

Can you see these photographs clearly? 12 

A.   [9:57:43] Yes, I can see them. 13 

Q.   [9:57:46] Thank you.  Could you tell us if you recognise any of these 14 

individuals?  15 

A.   [9:58:05] I do not know anyone amongst all these images that I see here. 16 

Q.   [9:58:16] Thank you, Mr Witness. 17 

Madam court officer, that could be taken off the screen if you -- thank you. 18 

Mr Witness, I'm going to -- I'd like to discuss your -- (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

Q.   [10:00:02] Thank you.  And do you remember which phone number he called 3 

you on?  Was it the -- well, can you tell us which phone number it was that he called 4 

you on that day?  5 

A.   [10:00:26] He did not call me by telephone.  He came to the location where I 6 

was stationed to give me that information. 7 

Q.   [10:00:41] And where was that?  Where were you stationed at the time? 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:08:53] So in the witness statement, paragraph 31, 9 

he said: 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

And you wanted to know what - from the witness, Mr Suzuki - they spoke about, or 13 

what was it? 14 

MR SUZUKI: [10:09:18] I was actually just asking what happened next, but that's -- 15 

but I can -- 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:09:25] The witness, since it's Rule 68(3), has 17 

answered that, but of course you can give it another angle if you want or put it into 18 

doubt, naturally. 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:18:26] Please move on. Please move on. 20 

MR SUZUKI: [10:18:34] 21 

Q. [10:18:34] And at paragraph 34 of your witness statement, you said that Coeur de 22 

Lion was a chief from Bossangoa. Did Coeur de Lion tell you this himself? 23 

A. [10:19:04] Yes, he told me so. He was the one who told me that.  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:57] May I ask, really, there might be a reason 21 

for that, but -- of course, we are in private session, yes, but this is a protected witness.  22 

Are these family details really of relevance for this case? 23 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:30:14] Mr President, if you allow me to answer. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:17] Of course. 25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [10:30:17] And if the interpreter can avoid interpreting in Sango. 1 

I understand that we are running out of time.  I can assure you we're almost done.  2 

We are going to finish by 11.  But there are two other witnesses, OTP witnesses who 3 

(Redacted).  And the reason why we're asking so many details is because we are 4 

contesting the evidence of this witness, especially given the fact that he didn’t 5 

recognize Coeur de Lion in the photo board shown earlier.  And we're asking details 6 

because we're going to put them to the other witnesses. 7 

Now, we also have investigations in the field and information that there are some 8 

parts of the accounts of this witness's that are incorrect, and that perhaps some of his 9 

family members can confirm whether -- (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) and that's why we're asking  11 

all those questions. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:15] Okay.  Thank you for the background.  13 

Then you can continue.   14 

We also continue with the translation now. 15 

MR SUZUKI:  [10:31:27] Thank you, Mr President. 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:51] I think that's enough.  You can't expect 10 

to give a -- the whole family tree from the witness. 11 

MR SUZUKI:  [10:35:00] 12 

Q.   [10:35:01] And on 5 December, Mr Witness, you said, when you fled (Redacted), 13 

that you went home to take your wife and your children and to go elsewhere.  Can 14 

you tell us where you meant by "elsewhere"?  15 

A.   [10:35:38] I settled them at the church in (Redacted). 16 

Q. [10:35:48] And (Redacted) your family stayed at the church until you left for 17 

(Redacted); is that correct? 18 

A.   [10:36:08] When I settled them there, I would come back from time to time to the 19 

neighbourhood to monitor our house.  You know that our property was still in the 20 

house, so we came to check on all of that. 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

Q.   [10:39:32] I understand, Mr Witness.  Thank you for your patience.  Those are 15 

all my questions for you. 16 

Thank you, Mr President. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:39] Thank you, Mr Suzuki. 18 

Mr Vanderpuye, anything? 19 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:39:44] No, Mr President. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:45] I would not see it.  There was, of course, 21 

this one issue with the photograph, but this cannot be solved with the witness. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:39:52] It might be, but I'm not interested in that at this point, 23 

Mr President.  I have no redirect examination. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:59] Thank you very much. 25 
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Mr Witness, this concludes your testimony.  On behalf of the Chamber, I would like 1 

to thank you that you came to this Court to assist us in the determination of the truth, 2 

and also for being -- so patiently answering for so many days our questions.  Thank 3 

you very much.  We wish you a safe trip back home.   4 

Thank you very much also to your counsel, Mr Diarrassouba. 5 

(The witness is excused)  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:40:25]  So we -- I think we can have then the 7 

break until 11.30.  Then we start with the new witness until one.  We shorten the 8 

lunch break until two because we have to finish at 3.30, because someone has to get a 9 

flight.  I think everybody understands this these days. 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:40:50] All rise. 11 

(Recess taken at 10.40 a.m.)  12 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.) 13 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:33:15] All rise. 14 

Please be seated. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:33:37] Good morning, again. 16 

Perhaps we simply talk about the changes in the compositions of the teams.   17 

Ms Struyven, first. 18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:33:52] Good morning, Mr President.   19 

We're represented for this session by Yassin Mostfa, Kweku Vanderpuye and Orla 20 

Cronin.  Thank you.   21 

And myself, Olivia Struyven. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:07] And I see with the -- I come later to Mr 23 

von Bóné.  I know him already.   24 

Then we go to the Defence.  I see Ms Guissé.  You're not different, but -- you have 25 
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already been there, but you have a new person at your side, is it? 1 

MS GUISSÉ:  [11:34:24](Interpretation) I have moved spots on the bench here.  And 2 

Mr Victor-Louis is with us on the Defence team. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:37] Thank you. 4 

Mr Knoops, there have been changes, too, as I can observe. 5 

MR KNOOPS:  [11:34:41] Yes, Mr President.  Good morning, everyone.   6 

The Defence team of Mr Patrice Ngaïssona appears the next two sessions in the 7 

composition of Ms Lauriane Vandeler; in the second row, Ms Barbara Szmatula and 8 

Ms Mathilde Veronesi; on my left side, Mr Michael Rowse; and on the second chair on 9 

my left side, you find Alexandre Desevedavy.  Merci. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:09] Thank you very much. 11 

And then we also want, of course, to welcome our witness.  We will start now with 12 

the testimony of Prosecution Witness P-1719. 13 

Mr Witness, good morning.  On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to welcome you 14 

to the courtroom.  You are called to testify in the case of the Prosecutor against 15 

Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona.  Welcome, Mr Witness. 16 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1719 17 

(The witness speaks Sango) 18 

THE WITNESS:  [11:35:52](Interpretation) Thank you. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:55] We also welcome as counsel, Rule 74 20 

counsel for the witness, Mr von Bóné.  Welcome in the courtroom. 21 

MS VON BÓNÉ:  [11:36:06] Thank you, your Honour. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:08] Mr Witness, whenever you think there is 23 

a need to confer with your legal adviser, please let us know.  He's not far away from 24 

you.  There might be questions put to you that might tend to incriminate you.  In 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-141-Red3-ENG CT WT 29-06-2022 25/73 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1719 

29.06.2022           Page 26 
 

these cases, you can answer the questions or you can refuse to answer them.  And to 1 

decide that, you can consult with your legal adviser for that purpose.  I think you 2 

have understood that.  Thank you very much. 3 

And there are -- also, I would like to remind you, if you are aware of that, but simply 4 

to remind you that there have been protective measures put in place to ensure that 5 

your identity is not revealed to the public.  This is face distortion, so your face cannot 6 

be seen outside this courtroom; voice distortion, this means that your voice cannot be 7 

recognised outside this courtroom; and finally, we are using a pseudonym, and that is 8 

the reason why I am addressing you with "Mr Witness" and not with your real name. 9 

Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell 10 

the truth.  Please, could you please read out loud this solemn undertaking.  11 

THE WITNESS:  [11:37:41](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I shall tell the truth, 12 

the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:37:54] Mr Witness, you are now under oath.  So 14 

what you have -- what you tell us must be the truth and it must be everything you 15 

know, and you should not leave anything out that you know. 16 

Before we start with your testimony, and the Prosecution will start questioning you, I 17 

will inform you about a few practical matters.  You are aware that everything we say 18 

here is written down and interpreted.  And to allow for the interpreters to follow 19 

what you are saying and also that we can follow what you are saying, you have to 20 

speak at a relatively slow pace, not too quick.  And please start only speaking when 21 

the person who has asked you a question has finished, and perhaps wait a couple of 22 

seconds so that everyone can catch up.  Thank you very much for your 23 

understanding. 24 

I give now the Prosecution the floor.   25 
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Ms Struyven.    1 

QUESTIONED BY MS STRUYVEN:  (Interpretation)  2 

Q.   [11:38:58] Good morning, Witness.  I am Olivia Struyven, and I am a member 3 

of the Office of the Prosecution.  We met briefly a few days ago.  And today I'll be 4 

asking you some questions on behalf of the Office of the Prosecutor. 5 

Sometimes I'll be looking at my screen, as you will see, and that's just to make sure 6 

that the transcript is correct.  You see, everything that we say in French is being 7 

interpreted into English and is also being transcribed and so I do tend to glance at the 8 

screen to check that the transcriptions are correct. 9 

Now, if ever my questions don't seem clear to you, don't hesitate to tell me so, and I 10 

will try to rephrase my question. 11 

As for the questions themselves, first I'll be asking you some questions about your 12 

identity.  Of course, that will be in private session, so the public will not hear what is 13 

said.  And then I'll be putting some questions to you about the events that occurred 14 

in the Central African Republic and Cameroon in 2013 and 2014. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:34] So we go to private -- we go to private 16 

session. 17 

(Private session at 11.40 a.m.) 18 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:40:53] We are in private session, Mr President. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:55] Second, perhaps, I've just been informed 20 

about a request by Mr von Bóné.  21 

Mr von Bóné, we have taken notice of your request for Rule 74 assurances, if an issue 22 

arises, and we will decide this then on a case-by-case basis.  Thank you very much. 23 

Please, Ms Struyven.  24 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:41:22](Interpretation) 25 
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Q.   [11:41:24] For the record, Mr Witness, could you give us your complete name. 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:42:11] I think there may be no transcription in the English -- it's 4 

coming. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:42:36] Okay.  Good. 6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:42:42](Interpretation) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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At the time, acts of violence and abuse were going on.  And it was quite common, 1 

just like people were selling things in the market, a person's life was not even worth 2 

five francs.  (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:26] If I may, Mr Witness.  Mr Witness, I 7 

think, to Douala, we will have specific -- Ms Prosecutor will have specific questions.   8 

And I think it would be good if you put not too open questions to the witness, 9 

perhaps.   10 

So we will come to that, Mr Witness, soon. 11 

Please, Ms Struyven. 12 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:00:51](Interpretation) 13 

Q.   [12:00:53] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  14 

I have many questions relating to what happened in Douala, but just before that, 15 

before we go back to open session, my question is:  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

Q.   [12:04:24] Thank you very much.  Do you remember more or less when you 11 

arrived in Douala? 12 

A.   [12:04:46] I no longer remember the date on which I arrived at Douala.  I don't 13 

remember it.  But I know (Redacted). 14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:05:11] Mr President, I think we can try to go into open session. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:05:14] Then we do that. 16 

Open session. 17 

(Open session at 12.05 p.m.) 18 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:05:28] We are back in open session, Mr President. 19 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:05:36](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [12:05:38] Mr Witness, we are in open session, so you have to be careful not to 21 

mention your name or the name of your friend. 22 

I will ask you questions about precise individuals, and these individuals are 23 

sufficiently well known in the region, so I do not think it will be identifying for you.  24 

But if you have any doubt at all, we can always ask the Judges to grant us permission 25 
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to go to private session. 1 

Now, what I would like to know now is, if you can explain to the Judges what 2 

happened once you arrived Douala, and particularly, whether at that time you were 3 

in contact with other Central African nationals or with the FACA, what you discussed 4 

with them and everything that happened.   5 

So, if possible, explain to the Judges what happened, and, preferably in a 6 

chronological order, once you arrived Douala. 7 

A.   [12:07:17] Thank you very much.  When I arrived in Douala, it is a town that I 8 

know very well, that I visited regularly, the first thing that I tried to do was to look for 9 

a job.  I tried to enquire with the people that I knew. 10 

Secondly, you know that during that period the killings were very widespread.  We 11 

were able to follow the news through France 24.  There were -- compatriots, who had 12 

remained in the country, were being killed and pillaged.  There was tension, and 13 

there was anger in the hearts and minds of all the Central African nationals who were 14 

abroad.   15 

We met senior officers of the army who were present in that town.  I visited them.  I 16 

met with them because they were officers.  I'm not saying "we".  I'm saying "I".  17 

Personally, I had that contact with those officers.  I assisted them not only because 18 

we knew each other, but because we shared information about what had happened in 19 

the country.  We would hear that a person had been killed, and we would discuss 20 

about it. 21 

At that period, engaging in an armed struggle was not an option for us.   22 

The officer, (Redacted), I think, I no longer remember his surname, he had come from 23 

training, and he had -- he did not have the possibility to return home.  He stayed in 24 

Douala.  He was in a house that he rented.  So he was someone that we were  25 
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visiting. 1 

If he had problems with money, if there were problems with money, he would 2 

intervene and provide assistance.   3 

There was another officer also, an officer of the army.  He was equally in Douala.  4 

He had been a member of the (Redacted) at the time.  I think his name is mentioned 5 

in the documents here present.  So I was visiting with him because he had been able 6 

to flee with his wife.   7 

And his wife prepared food for us and the other young people with us. 8 

What I heard in Douala, I did not see them, I did not attend -- them, but there were 9 

meetings that were being held.  And that was in the area of Akwa.  I do not know 10 

what was being planned there.  Also in Yaounde, we heard that meetings were being 11 

organised. 12 

Q.   [12:12:02] Thank you very much.  I will ask you some specific questions.   13 

But I think, Mr President, that it will be better to go to private session, just to have the 14 

names.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:12:15] Private session. 16 

(Private session at 12.12 p.m.) 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:12:35] We are in private session, Mr President. 18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:12:43](Interpretation) 19 

Q.   [12:12:44] I think it is better to ask you those questions in private session. 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted).  But amongst us, the young people who were discussing about the 24 

topical issues of the country and what was being said in the media, there were also 25 
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subordinate officers, soldiers.  It was at that time that I got to know them, because I 1 

had not known them in Bangui.  There were also civilians.  And we came to know 2 

each other in Cameroon.  There were people that I had also known in Bangui who 3 

were present in Douala. 4 

Q.   [12:14:36] You mentioned meetings that were taking place in Douala and in 5 

Yaounde.  I will begin by asking you about the meetings that you know about in 6 

Douala.   7 

I don't know whether -- well, it is not a preference as such, but I don't know whether 8 

we should remain in private session or go to open session.  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:15:07] Well, we can give it a try in open session, 10 

but -- yeah, let's try open session then. 11 

(Open session at 12.15 p.m.) 12 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:15:40] We are back in open session, Mr President. 13 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:15:49](Interpretation) 14 

Q.   [12:15:49] Mr Witness, without mentioning where you got that information from, 15 

can you explain to the Chamber -- because, obviously, we were not there, can you 16 

explain to the Chamber what you heard or understood in relation to the meetings 17 

held in Douala.  Who was present, what did they discuss, what was the plan, and so 18 

on and so forth. 19 

A.   [12:16:36] Thank you.  As I said a short while ago before this Court, I heard 20 

that -- well, amongst the groups -- well, let me say that there is a station, and in the 21 

evenings, we would meet there.  Those of us from the CAR, we would meet there to 22 

exchange information.  And I heard that there was a meeting held in Douala, but I'm 23 

not in a position to tell you what happened, {PFR: (Redacted). 24 

(Redacted)} {ICR: (Redacted)} {PFR: (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)}  "Listen, my brother, I heard that people had come together to reflect.  1 

Would you be able to brief me about that?" 2 

He told me, "Look, {PFR: (Redacted)}, there's nothing else to do.  Let us simply wait 3 

and see what would happen."  He did not dwell on that issue.  He asked me to be 4 

patient because at that time, we did not share extremely sensitive information. 5 

I did not have the possibility to try to find out about everything that was happening 6 

or being said in the course of those meetings in Douala. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:02] When -- if this is important for you, I 8 

think, it's of course very important where the source of the information is.  So if you 9 

only have that somebody has heard something, this is probably not enough to -- let's 10 

say, if we don't specify it, to establish any significant probative value.   11 

So perhaps you would have to ask this in private session then.  You know we had 12 

witnesses who -- for example, who said, "I heard something on the radio, I saw it on 13 

the television."  Well, all of us could have had the same information, I mean, for 14 

example. 15 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:19:47] What I could do, to group the public and the private 16 

sessions, I could go into the other meeting first and then go into private session and 17 

ask him how he knows. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:56] That is a good idea, I think.  Okay.  19 

Yeah. 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:20:04](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [12:20:05]  Mr Witness, as the Presiding Judge has said, and, for those Judges, it 22 

is very important to know how you got to know some information, the provenance of 23 

that information.  But to begin with, I will ask you about what you understood in 24 

relation to the Yaounde meetings, and then we will go back to private session so that 25 
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you can explain to the Judges how you got to know that information. 1 

Now, did you hear at any one point what was the substance or contents of the 2 

meetings taking place during that period in Yaounde?  And to be clear, I am talking 3 

about the period after your arrival in Douala, but well before the 5 December attack 4 

on Bangui.  5 

A.   [12:21:27] Thank you.  I -- as I have already told you, in relation to meetings in 6 

Yaounde, there were several of them.  And during those meetings, there were also 7 

discussions and exchanges.  There were personalities in Yaounde at that time.  8 

Meetings were being organised in Yaounde, and many meetings took place, but I am 9 

not in a position to tell you the total number of meetings that were held.  But it is 10 

true that later on I heard about some of the meetings that were organised.  I learnt 11 

about the names of the people who had attended those meetings, and they were in 12 

Yaounde. 13 

Q.   [12:22:43] Can you tell the Chamber the names of the people who attended those 14 

meetings?  15 

A.   [12:23:07] Thank you.  In Yaounde, to the best of my knowledge, there was 16 

Edouard Ngaïssona, Levi Yakété, Kpefio Kevin, Kombo Hubert, Bernard Mokom, and 17 

many others also. 18 

The most important meetings took place in Yaounde.  There were discussions.  And 19 

I even heard about -- of a scuffle, a fight.  They were fighting amongst themselves.  I 20 

heard about that.  And that was when Levi Yakété had left the group to go elsewhere.  21 

So this is the sort of information that I received. 22 

Q.   [12:24:58] And did you know what was the purpose of those meetings?  What 23 

did they talk about, or what did they discuss? 24 

A.   [12:25:19] Thank you.  In the course of those various meetings held in Yaounde, 25 
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the purpose was to -- struggle to return to the country at that time, and if you ask any 1 

Central African to return, he would agree to do so.  But during their discussions, 2 

they were also struggling for power and for positions.  They did not understand 3 

each other.  They did not get along.  There were ethnic problems.  And it was at 4 

that time that Levi Yakété decided to distance himself from the group and travel to 5 

France.  That is what I know. 6 

Q.   [12:26:30] And when you say "ethnic problems", can you explain to the Chamber 7 

why, for example, someone like Levi Yakété was different from the other members of 8 

the group.  9 

A.   [12:27:01] Thank you.  In answer to the question of the Prosecutor, I can tell 10 

you this.  Levi Yakété was of Mandja ethnicity; whereas Edouard Ngaïssona was 11 

from the Gbaya ethnic group.  All of us belonged to the same country but from 12 

different ethnic groups.  Levi was a Mandja, while Edouard Ngaïssona was Gbaya.  13 

Bernard Mokom was also a Gbaya. 14 

During that time, they were superior to us.  We were their juniors, and we simply 15 

heard what they were saying.  But we could not intervene or try to exchange with 16 

them to try -- to try and get further information on what was happening. 17 

Q.   [12:28:27] One question -- one last question on that issue.  Now, this fight 18 

between Levi Yakété, Ngaïssona and the others, you said that there was a struggle 19 

and a dispute after which he left.  Do you remember whether it was before or after 20 

the attack of 5 December? 21 

A.   [12:29:04] Thank you.  When I was telling you about (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted).  There was the  24 

Internet.  There was the telephone.  We could watch television, and we can discuss 25 
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the information we got from there.  Those who were nearby, our brothers were in 1 

direct contact with Ngaïssona and with the others who were in Yaounde also. 2 

As you know, in the Central African Republic, there are not many of us, so we know 3 

almost everyone else, 90 per cent of everyone else.  So everything that happened in 4 

Yaounde, everybody was aware of it.   5 

There were certain people who were in direct contact with Ngaïssona.  For example, 6 

Kevin Kpefio, president of the KNK youth, he was in contact with the young people 7 

of the Central African Republic.   8 

So from time to time, we received information from various places, and some of that 9 

information was partially disclosed.  And I am only speaking to you here about the 10 

information that I personally received. 11 

Q.   [12:31:07] Thank you.  I have several questions, but let me begin with a specific 12 

question.  You mentioned Kevin Kpefio, who was the president of the KNK youth 13 

wing.  Just to make sure, he was based in Yaounde or in Douala, Kevin Kpefio? 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

Q.   [12:32:20] Just to make sure that the transcript is correct.  You said that Kevin 18 

Kpefio was in direct contact with Ngaïssona; isn't that what you said? 19 

A.   [12:32:39] Yes, I can confirm that. 20 

Q.   [12:32:46] Secondly, Kombo Hubert, you mentioned this man, does he go by 21 

some other name?  Does he have another first name?  Kombo Hubert. 22 

A.   [12:33:07] Kombo Hubert, sometimes people called him Juvenal, but he was also 23 

known as "General".  That was a nickname of his.  That was his nickname, General. 24 

Q.   [12:33:36] Could you explain to the Chamber what the link was, if any, with 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-141-Red3-ENG CT WT 29-06-2022 40/73 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1719 

29.06.2022           Page 41 
 

Mr Ngaïssona?  1 

A.   [12:33:56] Thank you.  The link between Kombo and Edouard 2 

Ngaïssona -- well, as to the extent of my knowledge, first of all, he's not a Gbaya 3 

person.  He's Banda.  His ethnicity is Banda.  Seeing that he was part of the 4 

network related to the late -- the defeated president, he collaborated closely.  Once 5 

they (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted). 7 

What I do know is that he was part of the network surrounding the late president.  8 

That's what I can tell you. 9 

Q.   [12:35:39] Now, before I ask you some questions about this struggle mentioned 10 

in the meeting, I have some questions about Bernard Mokom, whom you mentioned.  11 

Could you explain to the Chamber what his duties were or what role he played at the 12 

time?  13 

A.   [12:36:19] Thank you.  When I was in Douala, they were in Yaounde.  I do 14 

know that all the people who were in Yaounde -- I think I've mentioned them all.  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted).  But I didn't know what role he was playing in practical terms within the 18 

group. 19 

Q.   [12:37:49] When you say that he was part of (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) later who else was part of the  21 

masterminds of the movement? 22 

A.   [12:38:23] Thank you. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:44] I think you have to repeat your question 24 

so that we can get an answer. 25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [12:38:54](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [12:38:55] Mr Witness, I don't think your response was transcribed.  The 2 

question was this:  Do you know whether there were other people who were 3 

amongst the -- who played key roles within the movement? 4 

A.   [12:39:27] Thank you.  As far as I know, the people who had influence and who 5 

had begun the movement whom I knew personally, there was Ngaïssona, Bernard 6 

Mokom, Maxime Mokom.  They were the people who I can mention to you. 7 

Q.   [12:40:28] Now, in relation to these three people, could you explain to the 8 

Chamber -- this is a rather open-ended question, but what was the link 9 

between -- amongst these three people, if you know? 10 

A.   [12:41:00] Thank you.  As for the link, as far as I know, Bernard Mokom is the 11 

father of Maxime Mokom.  Ngaïssona is related to both of them, because they all 12 

come from the same prefecture, Bossangoa and Ouham.  They are from the same 13 

ethnic group, all three of them.  That is what I can tell you about the link amongst 14 

these three people.  Furthermore, they are Central Africans.  They are citizens of the 15 

Central African Republic. 16 

Q.   [12:42:19] Perhaps one last question on this particular point.  At that time, did 17 

you have information as to whether Bernard Mokom and Maxime Mokom, which, 18 

according to our information, weren't necessarily in Yaounde, do you have 19 

information about communications between Bernard Mokom and Maxime Mokom at 20 

that time, namely, the period we're discussing? 21 

A.   [12:43:01] Thank you.  I can tell you that at that time, Maxime Mokom was not 22 

in Yaounde.  He was not in Yaounde.  He was in Zongo.  Bernard Mokom, the 23 

father, was in Yaounde, together with Mr Ngaïssona. 24 

Why am I saying that?  The first time I went to Yaounde, the people who I met were  25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-141-Red3-ENG CT WT 29-06-2022 42/73 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1719 

29.06.2022           Page 43 
 

two in number.  There were two of them.  1 

Q.   [12:44:18] Did you want to ask something? 2 

A.   [12:44:22] Yes. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:44:26] If, Mr Witness, you want to address us, 4 

please tell us.  5 

THE WITNESS:  [12:44:38](Interpretation) Yes.  I'd like to say something, but I'd 6 

like it to be in private session, please. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:44:50] We go to private session, Mr Witness, and 8 

then you can answer freely. 9 

(Private session at 12.45 p.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:45:17] We are in private session, Mr President. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:19] Ms Guissé. 12 

MS GUISSÉ:  [12:45:23](Interpretation) Just an observation and a request.  Since we 13 

are in private session, could Madam Prosecutor take advantage of this moment to 14 

determine the source of some of her information.  For example, what did you 15 

hear -- for example, we've heard questions along the lines of, "What did you hear?"   16 

If the Prosecutor could try to clarify the source of certain information for us. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:46:01] Thank you very much, Ms Guissé.  You 18 

have done my job because I want -- I have wanted to - exactly, nearly with the same 19 

words - address the same issue. 20 

Please, Ms Struyven. 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [12:46:27](Interpretation) 22 

Q.   [12:46:28] Mr Witness, you were explaining that the first time you were in 23 

Yaounde, you met -- you met two people, and I think then you asked if we could go 24 

into private session.  So if you'd like to continue your reply. 25 
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A.   [12:46:55] Thank you.  To answer your question, if -- at Douala, it was in the 1 

morning, between 8 and 9.  (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)   7 

He didn't tell me directly, but he said to me -- (Redacted) 8 

at that time, and he said Mr Ngaïssona was calling upon all the people of the Central 9 

African Republic, who were in Cameroon, to go back home because they had to rise 10 

up in resolve.   11 

And I'm not hiding anything from you.  The tensions were running high.  Serious 12 

things were happening in the country.  I had my family.  They had remained in the 13 

country, and I was afraid -- I was worried for my family. 14 

Once -- what was happening to the other people of the Central African Republic was 15 

rather serious.  They too, were citizens of the Central African Republic.  They were 16 

our fellow citizens.   17 

When I got that information, I said to him, "Give me the phone number of the 18 

authority."  So (Redacted) gave me the number of Ngaïssona.  I called him 19 

from -- using my telephone.  I had two numbers in Cameroon at the time.  One 20 

number was from Orange network provider and the other one was from MTN, the 21 

MTN network.  I think those numbers are in the documents. 22 

I called, and I said I wanted to meet with him, the superior.  And he said that he was 23 

waiting for us.   24 

There were some transportation problems between Douala and Yaounde, there 25 
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was -- there were problems.  There was a fellow citizen who had bought a vehicle in 1 

Douala, and his plan was to take it to Bangui.  Well, it wasn't his will, but we forced 2 

him to give us the vehicle.  We took the vehicle. 3 

I called Mr Ngaïssona back and I said, "Authority, we are on our way."  And he said 4 

that we had to get there early because, apparently, he was intending to travel.  So we 5 

got there rather late.  We left Douala.  (Redacted).  We got to Yaounde.  (Redacted) 6 

to the place where Mr Ngaïssona  7 

was living, at the Cité Golf in Yaounde. 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted).  So we parked somewhere.  And since the -- these brothers -- well, we 10 

ultimately took (Redacted) to meet with him.   11 

The person that we met, whose home -- well, it was the -- it was Bernard Mokom.  12 

He had a villa in this area.  And we said to him, "Here we are.  We have arrived."  13 

He talked to us for a little while, and he said he would come back.  So he talked to us.  14 

He gave us some instructions, some advice.   15 

And so Ngaïssona came out, and he was on the balcony, and he greeted us.  He 16 

didn't come down, because, you see, it was a two-storey house.  He didn't actually 17 

physically greet us.  He waved at us, and then he went back into the house.  I was 18 

there. 19 

Bernard Mokom went into the house and found him.  And a bit later, Bernard 20 

Mokom came out, and he had some money in his hands.  I don't know how much it 21 

was.  He said, "My children, each one of you is to get 15,000 francs, 15,000 CFA 22 

francs, just to pay for the transportation from Yaounde to Garam Boulaye." 23 

He gave a briefing, and he said to us that the materiel was already at the border.  So 24 

the money that he had given us was just so that we could pay for the transportation to 25 
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the border.   1 

After the briefing, he gave us telephone numbers, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:56:15] Mr Witness, please allow me a question.  9 

What did you understand when you were told that the "materiel was already" there?  10 

What did you understand what "materiel" meant?  11 

THE WITNESS:  [12:56:46](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  The briefing 12 

given by Bernard Mokom, when he was talking about "materiel", he was referring to 13 

weapons.  War materiel.  That he had war materiels on site.  And once we were 14 

there, we should meet some people, and he gave us two telephone numbers and these 15 

two people would ensure the liaison between -- lot of the group. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:57:42] Perhaps we can follow up on that after 17 

the break because it could take a little bit longer.  Also Garam Boulaye, I think you 18 

will continue, so let's -- for the moment, thank you very much, Mr Witness.  We will 19 

have now the lunch break until two o'clock. 20 

Or not, Mr Knoops?  21 

MR KNOOPS:  [12:58:00] Well, Mr President, I would really like to insist on the 22 

request also of the Chamber that after the break, we first give the sources of the 23 

information, which has -- provided by the witness, because we are still -- a lot of 24 

questions on the source -- 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:11] Absolutely. 1 

MR KNOOPS:  [12:58:12] -- such as the meeting in Douala.  He didn't come back to 2 

this.  Other issues, such as, how does he know that Mr Kpefio was in contact with 3 

Mr Ngaïssona.  We have different information.   4 

So it would facilitate our investigation and our examination next week if the 5 

Prosecution would be so kind to insist on questioning the knowledge, the source, 6 

because otherwise, I will need three days in court to examine the witness. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:45] Yes.  No, we understand that.  And I 8 

think this -- also, the Prosecution has, of course, an interest to establish where the 9 

source comes from; that it is not something out of the air, so to speak.  Of course, I 10 

cannot force Ms Struyven, but she has not forgotten it.  And I have already agreed 11 

when Ms Guissé mentioned that. 12 

So lunch break until 2 o'clock. 13 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:59:16] All rise. 14 

(Recess taken at 12.59 p.m.)  15 

(Upon resuming in private session at 2.00 p.m.) 16 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:00:14] All rise. 17 

Please be seated. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:00:35] We are in private or open session?  19 

Private session.   20 

I think we will stay there, Ms Struyven.  Yeah.  And you have the floor, of course. 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:00:54] Thank you, Mr President. 22 

Q.   [14:00:59](Interpretation) Mr Witness, before the break, we were talking about 23 

something here in the courtroom, namely, whether you could explain to the Chamber 24 

how -- at that time, before you left for Garam Boulaye, how did you learn about what 25 
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was going on in Douala or in Yaounde, because, of course, we weren't there.  We'd 1 

just like to get an idea how you obtained information, whether you have any names 2 

in particular.  We're in private session now; so if you have names you can give us, 3 

who was in contact with whom, if you could give us examples of people who were in 4 

direct contact with Mr Ngaïssona or Mr Bernard Mokom.  If you could explain that 5 

to the Chamber. 6 

A.   [14:02:15] Thank you.  It is true, I -- I can answer that question.  Yes.  As I 7 

said in my earlier testimony, in Douala, there were many of us.  We were a real 8 

group of fellow citizens from the Central African Republic.  We shared information. 9 

The person who had the telephone number of Mr Ngaïssona (Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

You see, at that time, the president of the football league of the Central African 13 

Republic was Mr Ngaïssona. (Redacted).  He said that there were several 14 

transactions.  The leader sent him money regularly.  So that meant that there was 15 

communication, regular communication between them. 16 

So we shared the information amongst ourselves, the various people from the Central 17 

African Republic who were in Douala. 18 

When we got information or news from the telephone -- well, I myself had a Facebook 19 

account.  (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted).  And one of my friends on Facebook was the president of the FROCCA, 21 

F-R-O-C-C-A, Levi Yakété.  So I got information that way. 22 

Secondly, (Redacted) also gave me information about what was going on in Yaounde 23 

during meetings.  So that means that information was shared regularly.   24 

So those were my sources of information, in particular, about the meetings in 25 
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Yaounde. 1 

I also had the telephone number of (Redacted).  He was in Yaounde.  I had the 2 

number of (Redacted), who also was in Yaounde at that time.  So those are the 3 

various means by which I got information, the information that I gave to you. 4 

It's true that what people were saying amongst themselves there, I wasn't there, but I 5 

heard about what people were saying.   6 

As for the places and the conflicts, the leadership conflicts, I received information 7 

about that as well.  I even wrote to the president of the FROCCA, Mr -- I beg your 8 

pardon. 9 

I wrote to the president of the FROCCA, and I asked him for information since it was 10 

also on his Facebook page.  So I would regularly be in touch with him.  The 11 

president of FROCCA was Mr Yakété.  And I had contact with him when I was 12 

already in Garam Boulaye.  And, from that point -- from there, he left.   13 

And I said earlier that the person who gave me Mr Ngaïssona's number was 14 

(Redacted).  Myself, I called him.  And I was using my Cameroonian telephone 15 

number.  So I used that number to call him.  So he gave me -- he set a time when we 16 

could meet.  He knew there were many of us.  He asked me to go see him in 17 

Yaounde.  The information that we received came from (Redacted). 18 

Within the group, I was the -- perhaps the (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted).  And I was the one who asked for the number, and I received it.  And 20 

so I called Mr Ngaïssona, who was the authority, and I explained my situation to him.  21 

He said to me that he was familiar with my family.  And he said, "Meet me in 22 

Yaounde, and let's see what we can do." 23 

I told you earlier that we were on the territory illegally.  The vehicle that we used to 24 

get to Yaounde was not -- (Redacted).  Well, we came across two people in Yaounde.  25 
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The first one was Bernard Mokom and the second person was Patrice Edouard 1 

Ngaïssona.  They didn't -- he didn't greet me with his hand.  He just gestured.  He 2 

was higher up.  He didn't come downstairs to meet me.   3 

Bernard Mokom gave us a short briefing, and he was saying that there was a group 4 

who had come before us.  So that means that similar groups, groups like ours, had 5 

already been to see them, and then we came. 6 

When I was in Garam Boulaye, other people came as well.  So there were people 7 

who were regularly coming from time to time. 8 

During the briefing -- well, after the briefing, he left and went back to see 9 

Mr Ngaïssona.  I don't know what they said there.  And when he came downstairs, 10 

he came back with some money, and he distributed 15,000 CFA francs to each person.  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

Let me get back to Mr Mokom.  When he brought out the money, he gave 15,000 17 

francs to everyone.  Then he gave us the various numbers that we could use once we 18 

were in Garam Boulaye.  And through that, he would be able to guide us with the 19 

other groups.  (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)   23 

During that time, there were other young people there, also from the Central African 24 

Republic, and they had decided to leave with us.  Since I was familiar with the area, 25 
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we were able to get to the border.  We took the vehicle to get there.  Some people 1 

didn't have enough money. 2 

Once we got to the border, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

I asked about the situation in the field and --   24 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:27:57] Message from the Sango booth:  When the witness 25 
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is giving large amounts of information, could he slow down. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:28:07](Interpretation) 2 

Q.   [14:28:08] Excuse me, Mr Witness.  One of the interpreters has said that you are 3 

going too fast.  But I think we are going to have to perhaps divide your account into 4 

smaller components and get more deeper detail.  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:28:28] Mr Knoops. 6 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:28:31] Mr President, with all due respect, this is no longer an 7 

examination.  This is a story, which is being put on the record, outside the summary 8 

of the evidence.  There's no reference to any time frames.  It's for us impossible to 9 

prepare a proper examination without having a framework in time.  We have done 10 

our own investigation, but we have no clue whatsoever when this gentleman asserts 11 

to have been in Yaounde, when he asserts to have been at Garam Boulaye, when this 12 

so-called attack took place.   13 

So, really, without any specific questions with time frames, I repeat, I'm not able to 14 

examine in two days the witness.  I have to go through the whole transcript, and in 15 

every sentence almost, I have to question the witness on his knowledge, the dates, 16 

et cetera.  And this witness is now speaking 20 minutes outside the question which 17 

was put to him. 18 

So I really urge the Chamber that the Prosecution leads the witness in terms of 19 

specific questions and time frames. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:29:49] Well, I'm not here to prescribe, so to 21 

speak, how the Prosecution intends to do their examination, and we have different 22 

witnesses and we have a different situation.  It's not a Rule 68(3) witness.  It's a 23 

witness that is live here in the courtroom, and the witness obviously has a story to tell.  24 

And, in principle, if a witness gives a narrative, many questions become later on 25 
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obsolete.  However, not obsolete are the questions that you, Mr Knoops, want to 1 

have put to the witness, but I'm quite sure that Ms Struyven will do it so -- and also 2 

we have the formal statement of the witness, and I think you can put, for example -- I 3 

have understood that a greater portion of the last narrative was about an attack that 4 

might have happened on 10 January 2014.  You can really lead here a little bit so that 5 

we get this information.    6 

And with regard to the source of the information, I think the witness has relatively 7 

often -- you know, with the last narrative (Redacted).   8 

And with other narratives, he has given some information.  I don't know what is 9 

lacking here.  But if you think you should ask further questions in that regard, you 10 

can do that. 11 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:31:16] It would -- Mr President, it would greatly assist us if the 12 

Prosecution service could ask the witness about the specific time frame -- 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:31:24] Yes, yes. 14 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:31:24] -- of the alleged encounter in Yaounde -- 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:31:31] Yeah.  Yeah, yeah. 16 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:31:31] -- and the alleged (Redacted). 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:31:35] Yes.  Yes, I agree with you.  This is not 18 

only -- and I repeat what I said before the break, this is not only for the benefit of the 19 

Defence, it's for the benefit I think also for the Prosecution and of the Chamber, of 20 

course.   21 

So please, Ms Struyven. 22 

And, Mr Witness, you follow, of course, what we are discussing.  So it's clear you 23 

have -- you have something to tell.  You have a story.  We are not impeding that, 24 

not at all.  But we need specific information so that we, the Judges, and also 25 
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everybody else, but mainly the Judges, can put it in time and place better.  We have 1 

not been there.  We did not -- we do not know when this happened.  So this 2 

information is important, and Ms Struyven will lead you on that, that you give us 3 

further information on that.  Okay? 4 

Ms Struyven. 5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:32:31](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [14:32:32] Mr Witness, first of all, many thanks for having told us your account 7 

just until the attack of Beloko, which you have also described in your statement.  But, 8 

indeed, I am sorry, I have to go a bit backwards because for the Judge, it's extremely 9 

important to know the time frame, what happened when, who was involved, et cetera.  10 

So I think it might be more prudent that I show you a document, and that might assist 11 

us in finding the time frame. 12 

You talked about Facebook and your conversations there with Mr Yakété, the 13 

president of FROCCA.  You explained that you were friends with him on Facebook, 14 

I believe.  So I'm going to go back a bit and I'm going to go back to the attacks, which 15 

you've just outlined -- probably on Monday I'll do that.  So it's not in vain.  But I'm 16 

going to have to take a step backwards.  And I'd like to show you a document which 17 

will help everyone to find the time frame because it has specific dates of the messages. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [05:43:55] Mr Knoops.  19 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:33:59] No, Mr President, that's not the way to do an examination 20 

live.  The question is whether the witness himself, without being led by any 21 

documents, can tell us about the time frames.  That's the first (Overlapping speakers)  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:34:10] Yeah, you can try this first, Ms Struyven.  23 

And when he does not recall, then you put this to him. 24 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:34:19] Mr President, these are the conversations between him 25 
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and Mr Yakété -- 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:34:22] So I would not have a problem, but 2 

to -- you know, this takes a lot of time, these discussions.  It doesn't matter at all if 3 

you ask him first if he recalls it, and then -- then if there are problems -- and I had the 4 

impression that the witness has a very good recollection, we will see, simply.   5 

So, please, when did he arrive in Cameroon.  When does he think the encounter was.  6 

And then, of course, you will present the Facebook conversations, and since he was 7 

one of -- as you allege, one of those who has spoken, this gives us an objective 8 

information, yeah?  9 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:35:01] Thank you, Mr President.  Also because I think it's 10 

difficult to know exactly when conversations (Overlapping speakers)   11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:06] But we will -- we will see.  12 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:35:06] -- but I can try. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:08] We don't know.  The witness might 14 

know.   15 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:35:09] Yes.  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:09] Continue. 17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:35:12](Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [14:35:14] Mr Witness, my question is:  Do you remember the first moment, 19 

which was important, do you remember when you were in contact with 20 

Mr Ngaïssona after having received the telephone number of (Redacted)? 21 

A.   [14:36:01] Thank you.  Yes.  If -- if I'm not mistaken, it was during the month 22 

of October 2013, because (Redacted) between March and April, somewhere along 23 

there, and then went to Douala.  As soon as I had contact with the authority, 24 

Ngaïssona, that was around October.  And I left Douala one or two days after having 25 
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had contact with him to go to Yaounde. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:36:53] Well, If I may say so, this is some specific 2 

information, and it is clear that the witness does not remember the exact day, but we 3 

have now an idea, October 2013, some time there, with -- mas o menos, as the Spanish 4 

would say. 5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:37:29](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [14:37:29] Thank you.  Do you remember when you met Mr Ngaïssona in 7 

Yaounde? 8 

A.   [14:37:46] Thank you.  All I can say to you, the information that I can give to 9 

you is that I cannot give you an exact date, or the 25th or the 24th, no.  But I assure 10 

you that it's towards the end of the month of October.  Ngaïssona was there when I 11 

was in contact with him.  I called him twice.  Once, and a second time on the second 12 

day, and then after there, we went to -- from Douala to Yaounde.   13 

I do not know how I can assist you further to give you a clear idea of the date.  I do 14 

recall that it was in the month of October because I remember that I arrived at the 15 

border of the CAR and Cameroon in the month of October.  But I do not have a 16 

specific date I can give you.  I do apologise. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:38:57] Mr Witness, that's perfectly 18 

understandable.  So I think few people, if any, would, after years, recall an exact -- an 19 

exact date.  But this gives all of us already an idea.  Thank you. 20 

Ms Struyven, and also he had said now when he went to the border already, but you 21 

can ask this also. 22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:39:26] I will have to ask him one thing first. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:30] Yeah, simply continue, and then we 24 

will -- but don't forget it. 25 
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MS STRUYVEN:  [14:39:37] No.  I'll try. 1 

Q.   [14:39:41] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, did you go to the border once or several 2 

times?  From Yaounde, I'm saying.  3 

A.   [14:40:00] Thank you.  As I said in one of my previous interviews, (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Counsel confers)  8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:41:11] I agree with Mr Vanderpuye. 9 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:41:15] Okay.  (Overlapping speakers) 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:41:15] No, I saw him gesturing and I thought I 11 

had understood what the gesturing meant.  So -- and sometimes I try to alleviate a 12 

little bit of the tension that arises in a courtroom because we are really dealing with 13 

so -- such serious things, sometimes it's needed to draw a little bit the tension out of 14 

the courtroom, I think, at least. 15 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:41:44](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [14:41:44] Mr Witness, I am, nevertheless, going to show you the conversations 17 

which you referred to with Mr Yakété.  I'm not going to show you the entire 18 

conversation because it's rather long, but I would like to have some specific 19 

information on the information you said.  There are some names which I'm 20 

interested in finding out more about.    21 

If I could ask the court officer to show document CAR-OTP-2101-6428.   22 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:42:38] Could we have the tab number, please. 23 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:42:40] (Interpretation) It is binder tab 33. 24 

If we could go to the first page and show that to the witness so he can see situation.  25 
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Q.   [14:43:03] Do you recall that you had contact with Mr Yakété on Facebook? 1 

A.   [14:43:24] Yes. 2 

Q.   [14:43:37] And if I could show you page 6431.  It's a message from 9 October.  3 

Yes, roughly. 4 

Here, you are giving him your telephone number, and I'm going to take advantage of 5 

this by asking you whether you recognise that phone number as yours. 6 

A.   [14:44:27] Thank you.  I can confirm that this is my number of Orange from 7 

Cameroon, and also my Orange number from CAR. 8 

Q.   [14:44:53] Thank you very much.  To give us an idea of time, the message that 9 

we see here of 14 October 2013, you say to Yakété: 10 

"Please, tell me what I must do.  I want to be useful for my country." 11 

Could you explain to the Chamber what you were trying to say to Mr Yakété and 12 

why.  13 

A.   [14:45:41] Thank you.  Your Honour, I'd like to go a bit backwards, a bit back.  14 

One of the tangible signs of proof in what I just said, I said that I had conversations 15 

with the FROCCA to have further information.  At that time, and, as I have already 16 

in fact said, that 90 per cent of the youth -- 94 per cent of the youth of the CAR 17 

were -- were in favour of the Anti-Balaka movement.  In my conversations with him 18 

and my exchanges with him, I tried to find out what had been said when he was still 19 

in Yaounde.  But he didn't provide me with that information in detail.  He told me, 20 

for example, that he could not give me all the details because things had taken such a 21 

long time.   22 

So in our exchanges, I provided him with some information.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted).  And I think that corresponds to what the Defence  24 

lawyer just said. 25 
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I had several sources which enabled me to get information.  Now, it's true there were 1 

things that were being said or was done in secret and were not communicated to me.   2 

That's what I can tell you at the moment. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:47:58] Are there other Facebook entries that you 4 

would like to discuss?   5 

Yeah, please continue. 6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:48:05] Yes, there is several messages. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:48:08] I think we can do this now, one after the 8 

other and still in private session, I fear.  It's difficult.  So I think it's better to stay in 9 

private session, yes. 10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:48:22](Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [14:48:22] Mr Witness, just a clarification on what you just said.  You said that 12 

you were following the FROCCA page and that there were some messages before and 13 

after.  You said to Mr Yakété that you wanted to make yourself useful for your 14 

country.  It might be difficult to answer this question, but could you perhaps explain 15 

what prompted you in the FROCCA message to offer Yakété your services to join the 16 

movement with other young people? 17 

A.   [14:49:17] Thank you.  Madam Prosecutor, I'm going to answer your question.  18 

Let me repeat, at that time, the emotional temperature, the security situation in the 19 

country was so disturbed that we couldn't do anything but that.  We were in 20 

Cameroon.  We were in a place of safety.  Me, for example, I had members of the 21 

family that were in the country still.  They could easily be killed.  What gave me the 22 

courage and the necessary motivation was that.  It was that that pushed me to join 23 

the movement. 24 

Why am I saying this?  It's because Levi Yakété, who was the president of the youth 25 
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at that time in Bangui, organised many marches.  I -- perhaps it wasn't necessarily to 1 

have an armed fight.  (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted).  No.  We could, for example, organise activities, demonstrations which 5 

were peaceful in nature under the protection of the international community to sort 6 

out some problems and to restore peace in our country.  All that in order to reduce 7 

the damage.  Everything was so disturbed that everybody was seeking shelter. 8 

I'll stop here. 9 

Q.   [14:52:18] Thank you very much.  I'm going to continue in time and I'm going 10 

to show you specific messages simply to ask you questions on what you were saying 11 

or trying to understand what you were saying.  So if you would go to the next page, 12 

6432, just on the top.  That's right.  That's a message of 23 October.  Yakété greets 13 

you, and you answer:  "Thank you, my friend.  (Redacted).  Na mbi and all the 14 

children of the country are standing up,"  15 

and then you give your telephone number. 16 

Is that what you've been explaining, or what do you mean in this message? 17 

A.   [14:53:33] Thank you.  What I wanted to say here on that day, on 23 October 18 

2013, is that he greeted me.  By answering, I tried to look at the question he asked me.  19 

And at that moment, there was no time to waste.  We were focused on what 20 

happened in our country. 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

We didn't want to have an armed fight.  No.  But that was the aim of our exchanges. 25 
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I'll stop there for the moment. 1 

Q.   [14:54:53] And I'll ask you another question.  On the bottom of the page, just a 2 

clarification on a specific name.  (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted).  I asked him the question  18 

whether -- if that gentleman was of sound standing or not, because at that time we 19 

could not be sure about anyone.  It was possible it was a Seleka agent or a spy, a 20 

Seleka spy, who came and tried to find information about me.  So I explained the 21 

situation.  And I spoke to (Redacted), and here you can see my writing at that time. 22 

When he arrived, he asked me questions which were rather strange.  He talked 23 

about (Redacted).  But I really didn't have much confidence. 24 

Q.   [14:58:59] My question was simple.  Were you in regular contact with 25 
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(Redacted)? 1 

A.   [14:59:25] Thank you.  My answer is yes, since I had his number.  I'd got it 2 

from Bertoua. 3 

Q.   [14:59:35] (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

A.   [14:59:51] (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted).  That's what happened. 8 

Q.   [15:00:20] I'd like to show you another message.  And the -- this is page 6433, 9 

once again, 31 October, just to give you some background.  So you say, you explain 10 

to Yakété why you had contacted (Redacted), and you answered, and you said that 11 

you had to get going.  You had to move.  Because you wanted to be useful to your 12 

country.  "The country needs all of us", you said.   13 

And, indeed, you sent an SMS to ACPS FROCCA because you had received a release 14 

that had just been sent out. 15 

You did mention FROCCA a little bit.  But the ACPS FROCCA, who was the specific 16 

person behind that, if you recall? 17 

A.   [15:01:54] Thank you.  ACPS FROCCA was an account managed by Levi 18 

Yakété.  He was the coordinator of the account. 19 

Q.   [15:02:16] Thank you very much.  That's all I wanted to know about this 20 

message. 21 

If we could move on to the next page, 6434, and this is a message from (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

Q.   [15:05:34] Thank you very much.  And if I move on to the next page, 6435, you 16 

continue to explain to Mr Yakété that you were talking about the same thing, 17 

(Redacted)   18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

So if we could continue along this timeline, if we could move on to 6439, 6439.  10 

Otherwise, we'll be going back in time.  Let's move forward in time. 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

A.   [15:11:13] Thank you.  In response to your question, Madam Prosecutor, I had 24 

said that when -- as for Levi Yakété, I knew that he had some ideas about civil society.  25 
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So that is why I was corresponding with him.  I was expecting him to organise a 1 

large march, mobilising a huge crowd of people.  And I know that he was able to do 2 

that.  Perhaps a -- an enormous demonstration to bring our demands to the 3 

government of the day. 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

So in this message, what I was saying, I was saying that there were many of us in 9 

Douala, and we were ready and willing to do something for the country.  Since he 10 

was in the habit of organising these peaceful demonstrations and the like, we were 11 

contacting him to see what he might be able to do, something along those lines.  We 12 

didn't have weapons.  We couldn't venture into armed combat, but my contacts with 13 

Levi Yakété were more based on the idea of peaceful civilian action. 14 

Q.   [15:14:04] Thank you very much.  I'd like us to move on to 6445.  And this is 15 

25 November.  And I think we will find a reference point here.  If you could just 16 

scroll down, please.  Yes, thank you. 17 

Here, you say a Seleka element had managed to get in in Douala, and you had been 18 

able to get your hands on him.  And then you said that you were (Redacted).  Those 19 

are the people that you were talking about earlier;  20 

isn't that so? 21 

A.   [15:15:20] Thank you.  I remember because at that time I hadn't given more 22 

details about that point.  I had said to the investigators, qu'à Douala, we also had 23 

carried out actions in favour of security.  Thank you for raising this point. 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  We had fled the country.  We had taken refuge in Cameroon.  We 19 

didn't need –  20 

they didn't need to go after us there.   21 

So I informed the Cameroonian military authorities about this.  The commander 22 

asked me to contact him as soon as we were with the commander. 23 

So the commander came.  (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-141-Red3-ENG CT WT 29-06-2022 69/73 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1719 

29.06.2022           Page 70 
 

(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted).  That's pretty much what happened.   2 

I'll leave it at that for now. 3 

Q.   [15:19:54] Thank you.  I'll try to be more specific because we are establishing 4 

the time period during which you traveled, because I think that's important for the 5 

Judges to understand exactly when you were travelling. 6 

I'd like to show you two more messages or pages, rather, with messages.  (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

Does this message refresh your memory about the time when you actually did meet 22 

Ngaïssona and the time you traveled to the border? 23 

A.   [15:22:25] Thank you.  Thank you for refreshing my memory. 24 

Those are the last messages that we shared with Levi.  (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

So I wrote to him to inform him that we had already arrived.  We had gone by way 4 

of Yaounde, and we had already found transportation, thanks to Mr Ngaïssona, and 5 

we were on our way to the border. 6 

And if I recall correctly, that was -- it was a few days later.  That was when this 7 

attack of 5 December occurred.  So I think this is the time frame we're talking about.  8 

In Yaounde, the authority, Ngaïssona, had received, unless I'm mistaken -- it was late 9 

in the month of November.  It was not in October. 10 

Q.   [15:24:17] Thank you very much.  It was nearly 10 years ago, I realise that, so 11 

there is no problem. 12 

So you say that it was a few days or maybe a week before the attack of 5 December.  13 

That was when you went to the border.  At any time was there any thought of going 14 

to Bangui and (Redacted) which ultimately occurred on 5 December? 15 

A.   [15:25:03] Thank you very much.  To answer your question, we had not 16 

received the information about the attack upon Bangui.  We were at the border, and 17 

we stayed there, where we were.  (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

It was scheduled for 5 in the afternoon, 5 p.m. 21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:26:19] Says the witness, in English. 22 

THE WITNESS:  [15:26:23](Interpretation) It was to allow the Anti-Balaka, who had 23 

come from other localities, to attack the various Seleka positions in the capital, 24 

Bangui. 25 
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In the explanations, it was said that Konaté had foiled the programme.  He 1 

had -- rather, he had changed the programme.  Instead of starting at 7, he went into 2 

action at 5 in the morning. 3 

There was cooperation with members of the Sangaris forces, since it was a matter of 4 

occupying a number of important Seleka positions.  Konaté left with the elements 5 

very early in the morning, and at 11, later on, they were already far away.  Eleven 6 

hours later on, they were already far away.  And then the elements from the Sangaris 7 

forces said that they had asked them to come in the evening, so that shortly thereafter, 8 

night would fall, and during the night, they could use their infrared equipment to 9 

conduct battle.  Unfortunately, they started at 5 in the morning, so they couldn't take 10 

part in the battle.   11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

A.   [15:29:06] Thank you.  In response to your question, you must realise that at 16 

the time, each person had a telephone.  (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [15:29:52] Can I ask a few more questions?  Or -- because we have 22 

to break, I think, at 3.30 --   23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:30:05] I think we have to break, so I think we -- I 24 

think we can continue on Monday morning, I would say.  A few more questions 25 
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could really mean a lot under the circumstances. 1 

Mr Witness, thank you very much for the moment, for asking all these 2 

questions -- answering all these questions, excuse me.  We conclude the hearing for 3 

today.  We continue on Monday morning, 9.30.  Please, Mr Witness, don't talk with 4 

anybody about your testimony until then.  We wish you a good -- good rest days in 5 

the meantime.   6 

So we see each other at 9.30, Monday. 7 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:30:46] All rise. 8 

(The hearing ends in private session at 3.30 p.m.) 9 
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