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WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962

1 International Criminal Court
2 Trial Chamber V
3 Situation: Central African Republic II
4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard
5  Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18
6  Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and
7 Judge Chang-ho Chung
8  Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1
9  Tuesday, 28 June 2022
10 (The hearing starts in open session at 9.33 a.m.)
11 THE COURT USHER: [9:33:49] All rise.
12 The International Criminal Court is now in session.
13 Please be seated.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:09] Good morning, everyone.
15 Court officer, please call the case.
16 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:34:15] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
17  Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
18  Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
19 And for the record, we are in open session.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:31] I ask for the appearances of the parties.
21 Prosecution, first, please.
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:34:36] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
23 your Honours. Good morning, everyone.
24 Good morning, Mr Witness.

25  Today the Prosecution is represented by Pierre Belbenoit-Avich, Yassin Mostfa and
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myself, Kweku Vanderpuye. Good morning.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:47] Thank you.

The representatives of the victims, please, next.

MS RABESANDRATANA: [9:34:52](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honours.
Good morning, everyone.

Good morning, Mr Witness.

The Legal Representative of Victims is --

THE INTERPRETER: Inaudible.

MS RABESANDRATANA: [09:35:06](Interpretation) -- and myself,

Elisabeth Rabesandratana.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:14] Mr Suprun.

MR SUPRUN: [9:35:16] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. The former
child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of
Public Counsel for Victims. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:23] I turn to the Defence. Ms Dimitri, first.
MS DIMITRI:  [9:35:28] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,

your Honours. Good morning, everyone. Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom
this morning, and he's represented by Ms Alexandra Baer, Ms Daniela Mvoungou
Police, Ms Anta Guissé, Mr Gyo Suzuki and myself, Mylene Dimitri.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:43] Thank you.

And Mr Knoops.

MR KNOOPS: [9:35:46] Good morning, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:48] Who is excused for the afternoon session.
MR KNOOPS: [9:35:50] Yes, I have an appearance at the Dutch Senate on the change

of our Dutch constitution with the right to a fair trial, which is not in our constitution,
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by the way --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:58] Well -- (Overlapping speakers)

MR KNOOPS: [9:35:59] -- so interesting debate.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:01] Indeed, not yet, not yet.

MR KNOOPS: [9:36:02] Not yet, not yet.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:04] No Article 6(1) --

MR KNOOPS: No, no, not yet.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: -- Convention on Human Rights.

Okay, so --

MR KNOOPS: [9:36:07] No, that's -- that's my task, to make sure that the Senate
understands the importance of this amendment.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:14] Well, I think this suggests itself, probably.
MR KNOOPS: [9:36:16] Thank you, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:18] Please.

MR KNOOPS: [9:36:19] Good morning, everyone. Good morning, your Honours.
The Defence team of Mr Ngaissona appears today in the same composition as
yesterday. That's to say, Ms Marie-Hélene Proulx, Ms Despoina Eleftheriou,

Sara Pedroso and Mr Ali Alabdali. And Mr Ngaissona is present in the courtroom.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:34] Thank you.

And, of course, very importantly, our witness is also at the video-link location.
Good morning, Mr Witness, and welcome. Ihope you had a nice rest.

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962 (On former oath)

(The witness speaks Sango)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: [09:36:53](No interpretation)
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:37:09] I think the witness has said something

2 but--

3 THE INTERPRETER: [9:37:12] Inaudible. The Sango interpreter did not hear

4 the witness's response.

5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:37:20] Yeah. I think, Mr Witness, do you hear

6  and understand me well?

7 ~ THE WITNESS: [9:37:35](No interpretation)

8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:37:39] Well, I heard him. I don't know if the

9  Sango interpreters heard him.
10 THE INTERPRETER: [9:37:41] The Sango interpreter reiterates once again
11 the response from the witness was inaudible.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:37:49] Well, I don't know if there are different
13 audios here, but it was even clearly heard by me. But it might be different.
14 So, again, Mr Witness, apologies for that. That can happen at the start of a hearing.
15 Do you understand and hear me well?
16  Well, there seems to be a problem and I think we have to -- not I think, we have to
17  solve this first. Idon't know if -- if it makes sense that we wait in the courtroom here
18  until it -- we have tried to fix it. I think, for all the parties, with the visual
19 appearance, we could live, I think. It's not good, I have to say. Ihave to admit.
20 It'salsonot good. And, yeah.
21  THE INTERPRETER: [9:39:07] Message from the interpreters: The technician is
22 already here working on the problem.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:39:13] Okay. And the next thing is, of course, if
24 we can improve the visual appearance of the witness, because it's, of course, only

25  areal substitute to a live witness in the courtroom present here if we
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1 have -- now -- for example, now it's good. Now it has changed.
2 So we can try it again, I've been informed. That can, of course, happen when we
3 have to try to establish a connection over thousands of kilometres.
4 Again, Mr Witness, apologies. As I said, that is something relatively usual. Do you
5 understand and hear me well now, Mr Witness?
6  THE WITNESS: [9:40:19](Interpretation) I can hear you just fine.
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:40:21] That is very promising.
8 And again, good morning and welcome to the courtroom. And also welcome to
9  your counsel, Mr Diarrassouba.
10 We continue now with the examination by Ms Proulx. You have the floor.
11 QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX: (Continuing) (Interpretation)
12 Q. [9:40:45] Good morning, Mr Witness. Can you hear me?
13 A, [9:41:04] Yes, I can hear you just fine.
14 Q. [9:41:10] Perfect. I'd like to continue questioning you today, and we're going to
15  try to do this in open session. I'll be very careful not to reveal your identity as I
16  phrase my questions, and please do the same in your responses.
17  Itis possible that I might refer to the place where you were at the time of the events
18  from time to time. And so I will talk about your location or your town; is that
19 understood?
20 A.  [9:42:01] That is understood, yes.
21 Q. [9:42:11] Perfect. I'd like to begin by talking about Mr Ngaissona. You said
22 quite a bit about him in your two statements and you said that Mr Ngaissona at the
23 time, in 2014, raised the awareness of the people in the provinces and tried to
24 convince people to abandon violence.

25  Now, was this rhetoric in accordance with his actions?
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A.  [9:43:01] As far as I'm concerned, yes. But as for the others, I really can't say. I
have no idea.

Q.  [9:43:18] Did the National Coordination in Bangui share information with you
about the positions taken by Mr Ngaissona regarding, for example, press releases or
claims about DDR? Did you receive any such information from the National
Coordination?

A. [9:43:55] Yes, we would receive that information.

Q.  [9:44:06] Several people who have testified before you in this trial have told us
that Mr Ngaissona had tried very hard in 2014 to reestablish peace in the Central
African Republic and reconcile the communities and encourage social cohesion.
They said Mr Ngaissona was a man of peace. Is that what you, too, have observed?
A.  [9:44:49] Ngaissona is a man of peace.

Q.  [9:45:06] Other than the remarks made by Mr Ngaissona on the radio and

the press releases from the National Coordination, and his efforts in general, in your
opinion is -- did Mr Ngaissona have concrete means to ensure his instructions or his
advice would be followed by the elements?

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:45:33] Mr President, I object.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:45:34] Yeah.

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:45:36] Yeah, I don't think that the witness is in a position to
discuss what Mr Ngaissona's means were as the question is proposed to him.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:45:44] Well, I'm -- I'm not so sure. He -- he
might not know all the details, but I think we had -- we had this several times in this
courtroom that witness -- witnesses have been asked if there was a possibility by
another person to influence certain things.

So if, perhaps, you make it clear, Ms Proulx, you can ask the question, but tell
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the witness he should provide us with the source of his -- his knowledge, please.

MS PROULX:  [9:46:32](Interpretation)

Q.  [9:46:35] Mr Witness, I'll rephrase my question.

Let me give you some context regarding your town. To your knowledge, did

Mr Ngaissona have the practical means or resources to enforce his instructions by

the elements and the ComZones in your town?

A.  [9:47:21] No, I'm not in a position to know what sort of means or resources he
had, but he didn't have the means.

Q.  [9:47:34] Thank you.

Am I correct to say, Mr Witness, that Mr Ngaissona did not discuss or plan armed
operations, to the best of your knowledge?

A.  [9:48:07] Could you please repeat your question? I haven't understood it.

Q. [9:48:16] No problem. My question was this: Are you aware, have you heard
people say that Mr Ngaissona was talking about or was planning armed operations in
the field?

A.  [9:48:50] To the best of my knowledge, that is false. The only thing that I know
is that when I went to {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}. That is what I do know.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:49:14] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:49:16] Just for the purposes of clarification, what period of
time are we referring to here?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:49:22] Indeed, that is -- indeed, please enquire
that, Ms Proulx.

MS PROULX:  [9:49:38](Interpretation)

Q.  [9:49:42] Mr Witness, I think you heard the Presiding Judge. Could you give us
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some idea of the time period you're referring to in your previous answer. I would
imagine you meant 2014, but which month would that have been?

A.  [9:50:11] Which month are you talking about? I'm not so sure I've understood
you.

Q.  [9:50:22] You just said, Mr Witness, that {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}. When did that happen? When did that event happen?

A.  [9:50:59] I meant yesterday {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}

Q. [9:51:19] Thank you. Have you already heard that Mr Ngaissona, did you hear
anything about him ordering the commission of crimes by elements or Anti-Balaka
leaders?

A.  [9:51:50] Once again let me tell you this. What I do know is that I went to {ICR:
(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

Q.  [9:52:19] I'd like to put another question to you quite similar to this

one -- the previous one, but there is a nuance. Now I realise -- I've understood your
reply. Let me make things quite clear. Did you hear anything about Mr Ngaissona
advocating or encouraging crimes being committed against the Muslim population?
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:52:46] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:52:47] Again, it would be helpful to have a time frame that
we're dealing with. Counsel knows that the -- the case involves conduct of

Mr Ngaissona from 2013 clear on until the end of 2014.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:53:04] So, Mr Witness, you have heard

the question. When you answer, please tell us to what time frame and time period
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you are referring to.

So the question, Mr Witness, was, if you heard anything about Mr Ngaissona
advocating or encouraging crimes being committed against the Muslim population.
And I may add, in your answer, please refer to the time frame you have knowledge
of.

THE WITNESS: [9:54:23](Interpretation) I never heard anything of the sort.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:54:28] Yeah, and the question is, you are talking
about now what -- about what time. Again, Ms Proulx, also with the last question,
put the alternative to you, 2014, and then first half of 2014. You see what I mean?
Can you be more specific, perhaps, with regard to the time period.

MS PROULX: [9:55:04](Interpretation)

Q.  [9:55:05] Mr Witness, just in light of the comments made by the Presiding Judge,
you said that you never heard that. Am I to understand from your reply that when
you say "never", you mean you never heard about Mr Ngaissona giving such orders
at any time whatsoever? In 2013 or 2014, you simply never heard about

Mr Ngaissona giving orders to attack Muslims; have I understood you correctly?
THE INTERPRETER: [9:56:00] Apologies from the Sango booth, the reply was
inaudible.

MS PROULX: [9:56:12](Interpretation)

Q.  [9:56:14] Unfortunately, the interpreter didn't hear your answer. Could you
please repeat what you just said.

A.  [9:56:30] Could you put your question again?

Q.  [9:56:40] That's not a problem, Mr Witness.

You just said that you never heard anyone say that Mr Ngaissona had given an order

to commit crimes -- I beg your pardon, let me start again. You said that you never
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heard talk about Mr Ngaissona advocating or encouraging the commission of crimes
against Muslims.

Now, my question is this: When you say "never", are you referring to 2013 or 2014,
or just part of 2014? Or, when you say "never", that includes all of that, that you
never heard anyone say that Mr Ngaissona had done that at any time?

A.  [9:57:51] I want to talk about the period of time {PFR: (Redacted)}

Q.  [9:58:04] Thank you very much. That's clearer now.

I'd now like to talk about the Anti-Balaka badges. You said in your statement that
these badges were issued in your town and that started after the meeting in Bangui
with Mr Ngaissona. Am I correct to say that it must have been late June or early
July 2014?

A.  [9:58:58] We received the badges before. {PFR: (Redacted)} {ICR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)} we also received

the badges then that he had signed.

Q.  [9:59:21] Could you explain what the purpose of the badges was?

A.  [9:59:37] The badges were to identify the Anti-Balaka elements and to make it
easier to carry out DDR. So the goal was to identify the Anti-Balaka forces and to
begin the process for DDR.

Q.  [10:00:07] Mr Witness, to your knowledge, were these two objectives the only
ones, or were there hidden objectives or fraudulent objectives?

A.  [10:00:39] It was a process of identification at that time. It was a process of
identifying the Anti-Balaka at that time.

Q.  [10:00:57] In your statement you explained that the cost of the badges was set by
the National Coordination in Bangui. Am I correct to say that this cost, this amount

of money, which you had to pay for the badges, was simply to cover the cost of
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1 producing the badges? The National Coordination, nor the coordination in your

2 town had sufficient funds to produce these badges?

3 A, [10:01:44] All these badges, we had to pay for them. Because in order to

4  produce these badges, we needed ink, we needed paper and other material.

5 Q. [10:02:01] In your second statement, paragraph 45, you explained that no badge

6  was delivered to the elements who committed crimes. Who decided which elements

7 were excluded from receiving badges? Was it your coordination who made that

8  decision?

9 A. [10:02:41] Some individuals did not respect the orders of the coordination. For
10  example, there were elements who held badges and continued to carry out exactions,
11 to continue to carry out crimes.

12 Q. [10:03:15] So even if a badge was delivered to an element, the coordination in
13 your town was not in a position to make sure that this element with a badge would
14  respect the rules, or the instructions of the coordination; is that correct?

15 A. [10:03:59] That is correct.

16 Q. [10:04:06] However, Mr Witness, regarding some elements who were well

17 known to commit crimes, am I correct in saying that it is your coordination who

18  decided to not issue them with badges, because their behaviour, their crimes, were
19 already known; is that correct?

20 A. [10:04:40] Yes. Our coordination worked under the coordination of Ngaissona.
21 {PFR: (Redacted)

22 (Redacted)}

23 Q. [10:05:07] I would like to show you a document, Mr Witness.

24 And it can be shown to the public. It's document 5 in the binder of the Defence,

25  CAR-OTP-2030-0230. And could it please be displayed for the witness.
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Mr Witness, can you see that badge with the image of a dove? Is this the type of
badge that was distributed in your town?

A. [10:06:16] Yes, that is correct. This -- it was a badge of this nature.

Q. [10:06:28] Were you aware, Mr Witness, that this dove became later the emblem
of the PCUD, the party of Mr Ngaissona at a later date?

A. [10:07:02] {PFR: (Redacted)}, so I don't really know.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:07:11] Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [10:07:12] Thank you, Mr President. I'm sorry for the interruption.

I waited a few minutes with the hope that technology would improve, but it's very
difficult to see the demeanour of the witness with such an image. I checked on

Mr Yekatom's computer and it's the same.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:07:26] Okay, I think you're right.

So, yeah, what we can do is we might make a break and hope that we can fix it. I'm
not sure. But -- but, of course, the -- the reason behind having established

the video-link testimony as equal to the testimony, I already explained that a little bit,
a witness in the courtroom, is that actually when we have a good connection, I even
see him as well as I would see a witness here in the courtroom. And sometimes
when a witness is in the courtroom here, I can observe the demeanour of the witness
better on my screen because this is such a huge courtroom. So -- but if we don't have
these conditions, I think you're right. We have to fix this first.

I assume, Madam Court Officer, we can't do this in two minutes or in five minutes.
Would it make sense to have a little bit of a longer break and try to fix it? Can you
please tell me.

So I've been told perhaps 10 minutes will do.  So this would not -- is not sufficient for

a coffee break, but nevertheless we give it a try.
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THE COURT USHER: [10:08:52] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.08 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 10.42 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [10:42:28] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:42:50] Well, I not only hear, but also see that
the situation has not improved.

Is there any chance that during the course of the day things might improve?
Obviously not. What about tomorrow? Marisela, what about tomorrow?

So the only -- the only way to continue now is that the parties don't have any
objections to continue and are willing to continue under these circumstances.

The alternative would be that we have to stop here, and this would, of course,

delay -- delay the proceedings further, which is also something very bad. So I would
like to ask the parties if they have any objections to continue under these
circumstances.

Mr Vanderpuye, first.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:44:31] Mr President, I have no objection to continuing in
the circumstances. Inote that the Defence raised the issue, and the Chamber's
remarks with respect to it. So no, but I was wondering if it might it be possible to,
rather than adjourn for the whole day, if that's the case, if it would be possible to
perhaps try to resume later on. Imean, we're all here. I don't want -- obviously

I don't want to cause the accused to be, you know, held here all day long waiting, but
I think a couple of hours might not hurt, or an hour or so might not hurt, and then we
can try again. And if that doesn't work, then maybe -- maybe we reach this point.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:45:18] Okay.
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1 Ms Dimitri, first, you raised the issue.
2 MSDIMITRI: [10:45:22] Mr President, could I -- do you allow me just to consult for
3 afew seconds?
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:45:28] Of course.
5 MSDIMITRIL: [10:45:26] Thank you.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:45:26] Perhaps in the meantime I can ask
7 Ms Proulx or Mr Knoops.
8 MRKNOOPS: [10:45:33] Well, Mr President, we would prefer to adjourn, because,
9  asthe Court rightly expressed, the video conference is based on the predisposition
10  that the quality of the testimony is equal as testimony in the courtroom.
11 We don't mind to adjourn for, say, for one or two hours, but I really would like to
12 stress that to keep the defendants here for several hours, it might be very easy for us,
13 but for them it's very hard. So I would really urge then the Chamber to -- to set
14  atime limit for the final adjournment of the day, to keep the position of the detainees
15  as--as easy as possible during the time they have to wait here in the courtroom.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:46:27] Ms Dimitri.
17 MR KNOOPS: [10:46:28] Mr President, I spoke with Mr Yekatom who indeed
18  confirms that -- we often have discussions on the demeanour, so it's important for us
19  to be able -- I don't want to be difficult, but it's important for us to be able to watch
20  the witness properly.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:46:43] We -- you know, I asked that, and you
22 can see from that the Chamber had this break and tried to fix it, that we don't think
23 this is something, let's say, that you do out of the blue. It has a background.
24 And -- or when we say we have face distortion, this of course does not mean that it is

25  for the parties and participants and the judges, equally. However, I am a little bit
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1 worried, but this has -- for the future, I don't hope that this happens again.
2 Solfind -- I also take it from Mr Knoops' remark that we can -- and Mr Vanderpuye's
3 remark, that we can try to meet again at a certain point in time, let's say 12.30. What
4  doyou think, 12.30? But then we decide definitely so not to keep the accused too
5 long here in -- in the courtroom.
6  Sowe try.
7 What would be -- just like, you know, in procedures, you have to think in alternatives,
8  what could happen.
9 So let's assume we can continue this afternoon, at 12.30.
10 Ms Proulx, how long will your examination last? Let's assume the best for
11 the moment.
12 MSPROULX: [10:48:00]I--1Idon't have much else actually. I'm going to be
13 probably another half an hour, maybe a little bit more, but I'm almost there.
14  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:48:10] Yeah.
15 Mr Suzuki or Ms Dimitri.
16 MR SUZUKI: [10:48:15] Mr President, I think we will still need the two sessions at
17  least, maybe a little bit more.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:48:20] So then we would need, let's say,
19 probably one session tomorrow morning, and we could then continue with the next
20 witness. The alternative would be it doesn't function this afternoon, and the next
21  witness is a live witness, if I am -- "live witness" meaning here in the courtroom. So
22 we won't have that problem. So then we would continue simply with the next
23 witness and would try to -- to fit in this witness at a later stage, which is unfortunate,
24 but -- or, Mr Vanderpuye, what do think?

25 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:48:58] I'm thinking. What I'd like to do is to get back to
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1 you on that proposition because there is -- there may be some logistical issues that
2 I am not aware of, but I want to sort that out. I can do that in the next half an hour,
3 15 minutes or something, and let the Chamber know where we stand.
4 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:49:15] I think we can -- at 12.30 we can -- we also
5 have assessed a little bit the problem, a little bit settled, and also the possibilities.
6  Another possibility would be in a -- in the worse case, we can't continue today, that
7  we at least try tomorrow at 9.30 with this witness and finish tomorrow. And then
8  with the live witness we would have to start on Monday, then. There are all these
9  kinds of alternatives. I would ask the parties perhaps also to think creatively about
10 the matter.
11 Mr Witness, you have heard we have this problem of connection. We really
12 apologise for that. It's also a great inconvenience for you. We have to ask for your
13 patience and we thank you -- thank you for your patience. By the way, at the
14  moment -- at the moment it's -- no, no, but it's getting blurry again. So there a little
15 bit of hope, at least.
16  So let'sreconvene at 12.30, and, as I said, we then decide how we continue.
17 THE COURT USHER: [10:50:14] All rise.
18  (Recess taken at 10.50 a.m.)
19 (Upon resuming in open session at 11.31 a.m.)
20 THE COURT USHER: [11:31:17] All rise.
21  Please be seated.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:31:39] So, good morning, Mr Witness, again.
23 Now we see you perfectly well. Do you also hear and understand me well,
24 Mr Witness?

25  THE WITNESS: [11:32:01](Interpretation) I can hear you loudly and clearly.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:32:05] Very well.

And, of course, a big thank you to Registry and our court officer and court usher who
helped to establish this new connection.

We will have, then, this session until 1 o'clock. And then we will have a shortened
lunch break until 2 o'clock and then an extended two-hour session until 4 o'clock.
And then we will see how far we got, simply.

Ms Proulx, please continue.

MS PROULX: [11:32:42] (Interpretation)

Q.  [11:32:43] Mr Witness, hello again.

A. [11:32:56] Good afternoon, counsel.

Q.  [11:32:59] Before the break, we were talking about Anti-Balaka badges. I still
have some questions on those badges.

Let me remind you that we are in a public session, so do be vigilant not to give any
information which might identify you, and I, of course, will do the same.

During this trial we've had the opportunity of hearing other witnesses talking about
these badges. We were told that despite all the good intentions behind these badges,
there were false badges produced and they were a little bit everywhere, you could
buy it in the market, for example, and that people who were not Anti-Balaka
managed to get hold of these badges.

Is this something which you noticed in your town?

A.  [11:34:21] No, I did not notice that in my town.

Q.  [11:34:33] Did you hear people talking about this problem of trafficking badges,
Mr Witness?

A. [11:34:52] I heard talk about it.

Q. [11:35:01] As far as you know, was Mr Ngaissona -- did he encourage or
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validate the trafficking of these badges?

A. [11:35:27] I have not heard anything about that.

Q. [11:35:41] To your knowledge, the * issuing of badges, was that used by

Mr Ngaissona as a way to validate criminal activities of some individuals?

A. [11:36:18] I'm not aware of this.

Q. [11:36:26] Mr Witness, am I right in saying that the different Anti-Balaka
coordinations was not supported by the transitional government or the international
forces when in -- when setting up the list of elements and the issuing of identity
badges?

A. [11:37:01] That's correct.

Q. [11:37:10] I briefly want to return to the DDR. As you just said, that was one of
the reasons behind the badges. Do you agree, Mr Witness, that the billeting of

the elements, that's to say that taking care of them was an important or even essential
to convince the Anti-Balaka to allow themselves to be disarmed?

A. [11:37:53] That's correct.

Q.  [11:38:02] This absence of billeting, according to you, did it play a part that some
Anti-Balaka elements were very reticent or they distrusted the DDR and didn't want
to give up their arms?

A.  [11:38:38] I have said that if there was billeting, that would facilitate
disarmament.

Q.  [11:38:52] There was a witness who came recently who said that, according to
him, one of the problems at that time was that the fighters, the Anti-Balaka fighters,
since they were not billeted, mixed with the population and that created a situation
where many exactions were carried out.

Do you agree that this mixture of population and fighters led to situations which
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were detrimental?

A.  [11:39:45] I agree.

Q.  [11:39:52] Are you aware that at the time -- at that moment, or the beginning of
2014, one of the main requests of Mr Ngaissona as the coordinator of the Anti-Balaka
was the billeting of the elements and their inclusions in the disarmament process?

A. [11:40:26] I am not aware of that.

Q.  [11:40:35] Later, during the year of 2014, did you hear Mr Ngaissona demand or
request the billeting and access to DDR for the Anti-Balaka fighters?

A. [11:41:04] I heard talk about the DDR.

Q. [11:41:17] During your interview with the OTP, you — {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. [11:42:07] (Redacted)}

Q. [11:42:14] I'd like to refer to a document, which is tab 3 of our binder.
CAR-D30-0006-0049. We don't have to display it for the witness because I simply
will sum it up. But this is a public article, so it can be broadcast if we have anyone in
the public gallery.

The article I'm referring to, Mr Witness, is from April 2016, so some time after

the events which we are currently discussing. This article talks about

the implementation of the DDR process in Bangui, which took place in April 2016
with the assistance of MINUSCA, and in the article it says that within the framework

of the DDR, the Anti-Balaka were registered in lists and received a socio-professional
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card.

Well, firstly, do you agree that indeed this is the same thing as the -- which

the Anti-Balaka tried to do in 2014?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:43:48] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:43:53] I would object to the question, insofar as it does not
define what activities were specifically undertaken with respect to the operation in
2016 vis-a-vis those undertaken in 2014 in terms of the DDR programme, which we
know wasn't actually even established in 2014.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:44:16] Can you perhaps specify a little bit, make
it clearer.

MS PROULX: [11:44:35] (Interpretation)

Q. [11:44:36] Mr Witness, I'm going to clarify my question. Do you agree with me
that the DDR process in 2014 did not take place as regards the Anti-Balaka? In 2014,
the Anti-Balaka were not included in the DDR. Do you agree with that?

A. [11:45:05] That is correct.

Q. [11:45:16] Have you heard it said, Mr Witness, that the DDR process finally
developed in 2016 with the inclusion of the Anti-Balaka? Have you heard anything
about that?

A. [11:45:42] Yes, I'd heard about that.

Q. [11:45:52] {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

A, [11:46:19] (Redacted)}

Q. [11:46:26] The article I have just mentioned, which is dated April 2016,

explained that when the DDR was implemented in Bangui with the assistance of
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MINUSCA, for each fighter included in the process, they were given

a socio-professional card, and they were registered via a well-structured list.

Do you agree with me, Mr Witness, that what happened in 2016 was in fact {PFR:
(Redacted)}

A.  [11:47:25] I am learning about this.

Q. [11:47:29] So in 2016, Mr Witness, the Anti-Balaka in your town, could they
benefit from the same support from MINUSCA?

A. [11:47:48] No, they couldn't benefit from this.

Q. [11:47:57] Now I'm going to move on to another subject. I am going to talk
about the police brigade, the Anti-Balaka brigade. You talked about it in your
statement, you said that it was established. Am I correct in saying that this was
largely because there was lack of a functional government authority, there was no
police or gendarmerie that was working properly, and that is why the Anti-Balaka of
your town set up their own system to apprehend individuals who were committing
misdemeanours?

A. [11:48:44] Yes. That is the main reason {ICR: (Redacted)} introduced that police.
Q. [11:48:56] Can you remember how much time and how long these police
operated before being dismantled?

A.  [11:49:16] I think it didn't last very long, because the authorities started to
deploy their own forces and, therefore, an end was put to it.

Q.  [11:49:34] Mr Witness, {ICR: (Redacted)} establish the police brigade in order to
camouflage the commission of crimes by the Anti-Balaka?

A.  [11:50:01] {ICR: (Redacted)}.

It was in order to make the elements more aware so that they would stop this type of

action, because justice would be installed and imposed upon them.
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1 Q. [11:50:31] I want to show you a document which you've already seen some days
2 ago with the OTP.
3 It's a confidential document. Itis 17 in the OTP binder. CAR-OTP-2068-0075, and
4 the part I want to talk about -- that I want to talk about is on page 0076.
5 Canyou see it, Mr Witness?
6 A. [11:51:29] I have it in front of me.
7 Q. [11:51:33] Could you go down a bit to go to the paragraph that starts
8  "The assembly has decided".
9  So on this document, Mr Witness, it says that the assembly decided to set up
10  the Anti-Balaka police brigade. And it explains the purposes for the brigade. It is
11 adocument which is dated *13 November 2014.
12 Am I correct in saying that the police brigade were nominated from November 2014
13 onwards?
14 A. [11:52:14] That is correct.
15 Q. [11:52:25] So before the setting up of this brigade, there was no mechanism to
16  stop wrongdoers. Am I right in saying this?
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:52:37] Mr Vanderpuye.
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:52:40] Two things. One, are we referring to the location or
19 the town where the witness was? The second thing is that are we excluding
20  international forces or are we only focusing on the Anti-Balaka in particular?
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:52:55] Yes. Yes, but this can easily be fixed
22 here. You can simply, let's say, narrow a little bit your question. He's right,
23 Mr Vanderpuye, but there's nothing objectionable in general to the question.
24  MSPROULX: [11:53:19] (Interpretation)

25 Q. [11:53:21] Mr Witness, here we are talking about your town. We're not talking
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about CAR in general.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:53:57] Perhaps I can reword the question

for -- for the witness.

So before this police brigade was installed, to your knowledge, where you lived, were
there other possibilities to, let's say, constrain criminality, including the international
forces?

THE WITNESS: [11:54:42](Interpretation) The international forces patrolled to make
the region safe.

MS PROULX: [11:55:01] (Interpretation)

Q.  [11:55:02] Mr Witness, are you aware that there were police brigades that were
installed in Bangui by the Anti-Balaka?

A. [11:55:20] No, I didn't know that.

Q.  [11:55:30] Don't worry about that. I'll move on to another subject. I'm going
to show you some press communiqués that was published by the National
Coordination in 2014. I'm going to start with documents at tab 13,
CAR-OTP-2084-0157.

Could that be displayed for the witness.

Do you see? This is a radio communiqué of June 2014 and deals with the beginning
of Ramadan. In this communiqué, signed by Mr Ngaissona, the Anti-Balaka are
asked to adopt a peaceful attitude and not to carry out any actions which would
disturb the Muslim brothers during this time of prayer.

Do you remember this communiqué, Mr Witness?

A. [11:57:05] I don't remember. But, you know, in our region, there wasn't

the possibility of *receiving national radio. There was no receiver in our region.

Q. [11:57:24] Thank you. I'm going to show you another communiqué, tab 7 in
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the Defence binder. CAR-OTP-2030-0245.

This relates to three communiqués, in fact, who, in turn, ask the Anti-Balaka to
facilitate the free circulation of goods and vehicles.

The next page, communiqué of press number 26, requests the Anti-Balaka to stop
violence and not to react to violence provoked by other armed groups.

And finally, there's communiqué number 25, which requests the Anti-Balaka to allow
for free circulation of vehicles with -- have the NGOs emblem on there, for example,
the Red Cross, the corbillards, ambulances, so that assistance can be given to

the population of the Central African Republic.

At that time, Mr Witness, were you aware of these instructions issued by the National
Coordination?

A.  [11:59:22] I've already told you, we didn't have a radio receiver in our area, and,
therefore, we didn't receive these documents that you're mentioning now.

Q. [11:59:41] The communiqué -- the information of these communiqués relating to
free circulation, that you shouldn't react with violence, that you should respect your
Muslim brothers, is this compatible with what you know about Mr Ngaissona?

A.  [12:00:14] Yes, it does correspond to what he would say. He talked more about
peace.

Q.  [12:00:30] I understand your statement, Mr Witness ...

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:00:36] Just an observation, I want to know if it's the Defence
position that these documents were indeed issued by Mr Ngaissona and, if so, when
they were issued because they're unsigned and undated. But that's -- that's
essentially the extent of the observation.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:00:54] So no objections, an observation. If
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you could help us at least with the date when they were issued.

MS PROULX: [12:01:11] Well, obviously they're not dated. It's not the first time
that we have been showing these communiqués to witnesses. I think we had
showed them to Mr Ngaya, to P-1521, probably to Mr Beina as well and to P-889. 1
think all of these at least. And what we gathered from their testimony was that these
communiqués were indeed issued and it was probably after the Brazzaville forum.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:01:43] Also the number of the -- you could
derive at least some clue from the number of the communiqué de press, so we have here
number 25. We know that, I think, the first were issued in January or February 2014,
and I think we have nearly now seen a consecutive sequence of these communiqué de
press, haven't we.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:02:06] Indeed. I only asked the question because there are
other documents that have been contested by the Defence due to the absence of

Mr Ngaissona's signature on them, including official Anti-Balaka documents. So I
just want to get their position on these specific ones, and we'll deal with the other
ones in another circumstance.

Thank you for that clarification.

MS PROULX: [12:02:35] (Interpretation)

Q.  [12:02:37] Mr Witness, I understand that you were not at the Brazzaville forum
in July 2014, and I understand that no one from your coordination was able to go
there. But, despite that, were you able to hear about any positions that were taken
by Mr Ngaissona during the forum?

A.  [12:03:10] No, I did not hear anything about that.

Q. [12:03:26] I'd like to make reference to document 0003-0001, and this is

the opening statement made by Mr Ngaissona at the Brazzaville forum.
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Tab 2, page 0004 in particular. Tab 2, CAR-D30-0003-0001.

In his opening statement, Mr Ngaissona promised return to peace, national
reconciliations and stability. And he committed to going along with the transitional
document in this process towards peace and national reconstruction.

Now, is this call for peace and reconciliation in keeping with what you know about
Mr Ngaissona?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:04:45] Ms Rabesandratana, if you don't feel well,
you are free to leave the courtroom and you are -- there are others that could do your
job. So please don't -- don't hesitate, if you don't feel well to -- to leave. Thank you.
So, Mr Witness, the question was if you -- if this is in line with what you knew at the
time, meaning, I think if I understand it well, in the -- let's say in the summer of 2014,
what you knew of Mr Ngaissona. And from him, of course.

THE WITNESS: [12:05:51] (Interpretation) From my point of view, I think that is
the truth. That is correct.

MS PROULX: [12:06:02] Mr President, I only have a handful of questions left, but I
would like to ask them in private session, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:06:08] Then we go to private session.

How long will it take, because we have an audience here, so?

A couple of minutes?

MS PROULX: [12:06:20] I wouldn't be that optimistic, maybe five, maybe a little bit
more.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:06:27] Okay. We go to private session.
(Private session at 12.06 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:06:43] We are in private session, Mr President.

MS PROULX: [12:06:53](Interpretation) If we could call up tab 19 from the OTP list.
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(Private Session)
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0079. Tab 19 from the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2068-0079.

Q. [12:07:50] Mr Witness, the document will be coming up on the screen for you in

a few moments.

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7 Q. [12:12:01] Now, from your statement, we understand that you thought that
8  Habib Soussou and Mr Ngaissona were frequently in touch with one another over
9  the telephone in 2014. But, Mr Witness, we do have the call record log for
10  the number (Redacted) Mr Ngaissona, and this is
11 CAR-OTP-2126-2797, and we did not find any connection between Mr Soussou and
12 the number (Redacted) Mr Ngaissona between January and
13 September 2014.
14 Are you sure that Mr Soussou was reporting to Mr Ngaissona?
15 A, [12:13:14] (Redacted)
16 (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18 Q. [12:13:36] Mr Witness, I put it to you that there was a connection between
19 Mr Soussou and another member of the coordination only on a few occasions in
20 mid-June 2014, but no connections with Mr Ngaissona.
21 Do you agree with me on that point?
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:14:05] Mr Vanderpuye.
23 THE WITNESS: [12:14:14](Interpretation) I can't check the actions taken by Soussou.
24 1did not live with Mr Soussou. I don't know who might have called him or who

25 didn't call him.
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16 (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:18:54] Thank you very much. We then
19  continue with Mr Suzuki.
20 Mr Suzuki, can we go to open session or do you want to continue in private session?
21 MR SUZUKI: [12:19:02] Unfortunately, I think we would have to stay in private
22 session for these questions, Mr President.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:19:08] Yes, yes. Okay. Then we -- then we do
24 that.

25  MSDIMITRI:  [12:19:13] Mr President, with your leave, if I could exceptionally have
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the witness on my screen, because everything on this side is obstructing the screen for
me, and now that Mr Suzuki is going to be up, it's going to be worse.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:19:26] If this is doable. I don't know.
Perhaps ...

MS DIMITRI:  [12:19:37] Thank you.

Mr President, before we start, Mr Yekatom would like to step out for just a few
minutes, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:20:12] Of course.

MS DIMITRI:  [12:20:13] Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:20:13] And then take your time, Mr Suzuki.
We wait until Mr Yekatom is back.

(Mr Yekatom exits the courtroom)

(Pause in proceedings)

(Mr Yekatom enters the courtroom)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:21:56] Please, Mr Suzuki, you can start.

MR SUZUKI: [12:21:58] Thank you, Mr President.

QUESTIONED BY MR SUZUKI:

Q. [12:22:09] Good afternoon, Mr Witness. We've met before, we met last week,
but I will just introduce myself again. My name is Gyo Suzuki, and I will be asking
some questions on behalf of Mr Yekatom today. Is that clear, Mr Witness?

A.  [12:22:38] Yes, I can hear you just fine, counsel.

Q. [12:22:41] Thank you. I'll start, Mr Witness, with a topic that you discussed
yesterday, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Private Session)

ICC-01/14-01/18

A, [12:29:09] Without the assistance of the village and neighbourhood chiefs,

without the assistance of the parents of those children, it would be difficult to identify

them.

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16 (Redacted)
17 MR SUZUKI: [12:37:02] Thank you, Mr President.
18 Q. [12:37:05] At paragraph 8 of your statement, Mr Witness, you say, and I quote,
19  in French:
20  (Interpretation) "The children were never integrated and they remained in Boda."
21  (Speaks English) So just to be clear, this means that they were never enrolled in
22 aprogramme of ESF; is that right?
23 A.  [12:37:34] That is correct. What you said is correct.
24 Q. [12:37:38] Thank you. Do you know why they weren't ever enrolled in

25  the programme?
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A. [12:37:59] I have no idea.

Q. [12:38:09] Thank you, Mr Witness. I'm going to change topics.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:38:14] You always keep in mind the possibility,
the potential for open session, please. I don't know what you are going to address
now, but so that you are, let me put it this way, aware of the possibilities.

MR SUZUKI: [12:38:28] Thank you, Mr President. For this topic, I'll need a couple
of private session questions. Then I can move into public session, with your leave, of
course.

Q.  [12:38:41] Mr Witness, just on the subject of the phone number that you spoke to
counsel for Mr Ngaissona about just now, I don't think we need to go back to that
phone number, but can you confirm that you used this phone number also during
the Seleka regime, not just afterwards, but in 2013 as well, through 2014?

A, [12:39:25] (Redacted), I didn't have any contact with Mr Ngaissona.

Q. [12:39:34] My apologies, Mr Witness, that wasn't clear on my part. The phone
number ending (Redacted), did you use this phone number in 2013?

A, [12:39:59] Yes, that is my telephone number.

Q.  [12:40:05] And this is the only phone number you were using at the time; is that
right?

A.  [12:40:23] I also had another number. It was from the Orange operator.

Q.  [12:40:37] Could you provide that phone number, Mr Witness.

A.  [12:40:52] It's in my notebook, but unfortunately I have that at home. You
know, there are many years have passed, so I haven't gotit. Ican't remember it
anymore.

Q. [12:41:10] Of course, Mr Witness, it's not a problem. Now, in your first witness

statement at paragraph 17, you speak about the fact that you were (Redacted).
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And you say, and I quote:

(Interpretation) "I was amongst the Muslims, so I saw with my own eyes that

the Muslims were supporting the Seleka. Iknew that they were supporting

the Seleka."

(Speaks English) Could you elaborate on that for the Chamber, please.

A.  [12:42:16] I think that in 2013, I was amongst the Muslims when the Seleka came
to power. And then when the Seleka came to power, my Muslim friends gave up
their commercial activities to join up with the armed group. That means I have got
information regarding that.

Q. [12:43:00] Thank you, Mr Witness. I'll come back to that. ButI'd just like to
ask -- I'd like to ask you one question about your phone number. Could you tell us
whether that phone number was registered under your own name? The Orange
phone number.

A.  [12:43:41] At that time, when the SIM cards were being sold, there was no need
to identify yourself when you purchased a SIM card. It depended on everyone.

Q.  [12:44:21] Just to be clear, Mr Witness, it wasn't registered under your name; is
that right?

A.  [12:44:43] AsI've just said, the SIM cards for the mobile was sold along

the roadside, it was sold everywhere. And everyone had the opportunity to register
it if they want to, but it wasn't essential. You didn't have to register. It depended
on the actual user if they wanted to register or not.

Q. [12:45:21] Thank you, Mr Witness. In your witness statement you -- you refer
to the fact that on the morning of 5 December you -- (Redacted)

(Redacted) that morning. I'd just like to know, travelling from (Redacted) to

(Redacted) that morning, can you tell us roughly what route you took?
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1 A [12:46:07] (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3 Q. [12:46:23] Thank you. And Iknow it was a long time ago, but do you know

4 roughly what time you would have taken this route?

5 A, [12:46:47] I think I left quite early because -- because (Redacted)

6 (Redacted)

7  (Redacted)

8  (Redacted)

9 (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14 Q. [12:48:25] I'll rephrase, Mr Witness. On the morning of the 5th, is it correct that
15 you opened your (Redacted), rather, before school started that morning?
16 A. [12:48:58] That is correct. That's right.
17 Q. [12:49:03] Thank you, Mr Witness. And in your witness statement you refer to
18  the fact that -- well, I'll read it to you, in French:
19  (Interpretation) "I returned after that and check the state of my house and (Redacted),
20  but that was burnt down. Before that incident, we didn't have any problems with
21  the Seleka."
22 (Speaks English) To be clear, the -- it was the Seleka that burned down (Redacted); is
23 thatright?
24 A, [12:49:53] I don't know exactly who started the fire. I don't know who set my

25  house on fire.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:50:01] May I shortly. Just out of interest,
because we have a witness here and -- and it must have been terrible to have
their (Redacted) burned down.

Could you save (Redacted)

THE WITNESS: [12:50:36](Interpretation) I wasn't present when they burnt down
(Redacted). I only came in the morning and then saw the damage. Everything had
already been burnt down when I arrived the next morning.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:50:59] Thank you.

Please.

MR SUZUKI: [12:51:00] Thank you, Mr President.

With your leave, Mr President, I think we could move into public session.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:51:05] Public session.

(Open session at 12.51 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:51:20] We are in open session, Mr President.

MR SUZUKI: [12:51:24] Thank you.

Q.  [12:51:29] Mr Witness, now on 5 December, it's correct that the Seleka were
burning houses and -- and shops in the neighbourhood around PKS5, for example,
Cattin, Gbaya Dombia; is that right?

A. [12:52:06] That is correct.

Q. [12:52:09] And in Boeing as well?

A. [12:52:20] Yes, at that level as well.

Q. [12:52:26] And in your statement you refer to the fact that the Seleka were
shooting in Cattin and Mamadou Mbaiki. Here you're referring to the fact that
the Seleka were going door to door and attacking civilians; is that correct?

A. [12:53:06] That is correct.
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1 Q. [12:53:09] And you told investigators that you -- you moved your family for
2 safety on that day. Butit's correct that other Muslim families and other Christian
3 families were also fleeing these neighbourhoods because of what the Seleka were
4  doing on that day; is that right?
5 A, [12:53:51] At that time, the Muslims couldn't approach the Christians. It was
6  the Christians who were living close to kilometre 5 who were moving their family,
7  who were putting their family members -- moving them into a safe place, just like me.
8 Q. [12:54:24] And Muslim families were moving to safe places as well, weren't they,
9  for example, to mosques, just like how Christian families were moving to churches?
10 A. [12:54:57] That is correct.
11 Q. [12:55:02] And after 5 December, did you hear about self-defence -- or Muslim
12 self-defence military groups being formed in PK5? Is that something that you heard
13 about?
14 A, [12:55:38] Well, we don't know what the Muslims were doing over there.
15 Q. [12:55:52] Have you ever heard of the Muslim military group called Texas?
16 A. [12:56:13] No, I am not aware of them.
17 Q. [12:56:19] Not a problem, Mr Witness.
18  Now, you spoke about traders in PK5 joining the Seleka. Do you know an
19 individual named Bichar or Bichara who was a former shoe trader in PK5 who joined
20  Seleka?
21 A, [12:56:59] I've heard people talk about Bichara, but I personally don't know him.
22 Q. [12:57:08] And he was based in Cattin on the border of the Kina neighbourhood;
23 is that correct?
24 A,  [12:57:34] I don't know where all the people of Kina or Cattin lived. It's

25  impossible for me to know who -- where everybody lived.
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Q. [12:57:52] Thank you, Mr Witness. And did you hear that Bichar or Bichara
was committing abuses against the civilian population and tracking down FACA? Is
that something that you heard?

A. [12:58:30] I haven't learned anything about it. There were many rumours who
were circulating. We couldn't know who did what. There were many, many
rumours.

Q.  [12:58:50] Thank you, Mr Witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:58:52] If you move to something else, I

think - since we have a relatively short lunch break - we can have it now. Perhaps
we do it this way, until 2 o'clock. And then we have, as I said, the extended
two-hour afternoon session.

THE COURT USHER: [12:59:06] All rise.

(Recess taken at 12.59 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.01 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [14:01:04] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:01:22] Good afternoon.

Mr Suzuki, you still have the floor.

MR SUZUKI: [14:01:27] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [14:01:30] Hello again, Mr Witness. Mr Witness, can you hear me?

A.  [14:01:51] Yes, I hear you clearly.

Q.  [14:01:55] Mr Witness, I just have three very quick follow-up questions about
your time in Bangui. Does the name Abatom -- are you familiar with that name from
your time in Bangui? Abatom?

A.  [14:02:30] Yes, the name means something to me. I've already heard that name.
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Q. [14:02:37] And can you tell us what you've heard about that name or that
individual?

A.  [14:03:01] What I know of him is that he was a dressmaker before carrying out
exactions in the neighbourhood, Kina and Cattin. He was a seamstress.

Q.  [14:03:23] Thank you, Mr Witness. And same question for Assamani. Can
you tell us what you know about Assamani?

A.  [14:03:52] Assamani, are you talking about the same person Abatom, or is this
another person?

Q.  [14:04:03] A different person, but yes, Assamani.

A. [14:04:20] No, I don't know that one.

Q.  [14:04:23] Not a problem, Mr Witness. And just to be clear, Abatom, he was a
Seleka; that's correct?

A.  [14:04:46] Abatom was not a Seleka, but he joined the Seleka movement
afterwards.

Q.  [14:04:58] Thank you. And the group, Force, have you heard of the group,
Force?

A.  [14:05:17] Yes, I've heard talk about them. Even if I don't know that group, but
I've heard something about them.

Q.  [14:05:29] And what have you heard about them, Mr Witness?

A.  [14:05:49] As regards Force, they were near Gbaya neighbourhood and they
carried out exactions. In Gbaya and Boeing neighbourhood.

Q. [14:06:09] Thank you, Mr Witness. I'm going to move on to a different subject.
I'd like to talk about the outbreak of violence in Boda.

And if counsel could assist, counsel will play an extract from a press conference that

was held after the transitional government mission in Boda that took place from 13 to
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1 19 May 2014. And the speaker, his name is, national counsellor, Moloto Kenguemba,
2 and he headed this mission.
3 And for the interpreters, that's page -- I apologise. I'll give the reference for the
4  video first. That's the document at tab 6, CAR-OTP-2023-2049. And the transcript
5 isattab7, CAR-OTP-2127-6298. And I'll ask counsel to play from 1 hour, 1 minute,
6 40 seconds.
7 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
8  THE INTERPRETER: [14:08:54] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) "... and that that
9 allowed us to look at the question who -- you -- you said that Cherif ... it's not me
10  that's saying that. It's -- perhaps they made a mistake as regards Cherif. All I know,
11 that this gentleman is a former military, former soldier, and he installed himself in
12 Boda. Letme tell you one thing, in the diamond world, in the world of diamonds,
13 the more money you have through the diamonds and the richer you are, the more
14 dangerous you are -- the more in danger you are. These probably -- these people
15  probably had weapons before to protect their grounds in case of burglary or theft.
16  But -- but on top of that, they -- they superimposed the small weapons because of the
17 presence of the Seleka at Boda. The Seleka is -- probably had to leave their arsenal of
18 armsbehind. And these people are professionals and they know how to use their
19 arms. Solthink..."
20 MR SUZUKI: [14:10:11]
21 Q. [14:10:13] Mr Witness, did you hear that video okay?
22 Mr Witness, did you -- did you -- did the video play on your screen?
23 THE INTERPRETER: [14:10:45] There was an overlapping so the Sango booth did not
24 understand the response of the witness.

25 MR SUZUKI: [14:10:59]
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Q. [14:11:01] My apologies.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:11:02] No, this was no problem.

Can you please repeat your answer, Mr Witness. It did not come through.

THE WITNESS: [14:11:22](Interpretation) I didn't hear all of the video.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:11:28] But since the video is, let me put it this
way, a little bit of the foundation, perhaps you can just simply ask the question.

I think to play it another time is not necessary.

MR SUZUKI: [14:11:41] Thank you, Mr President. I can move on.

Q. [14:11:47] Mr Witness, you heard the counsellor speak about an individual
named Cherif. He's referring to Cherif Dahirou; is that correct? Dahirou,
D-A-H-I-R-O-U?

A. [14:12:10] He was called Cherif Dahirou, and I know him.

Q. [14:12:31] Thank you, Mr Witness. And can you confirm what he said about
him, essentially that he was a leader of a Muslim militia in Boda, a former general
under Hissene Habré, and he was involved in the diamond trade? Can you confirm
those facts?

A.  [14:13:11] When he was in charge of the Seleka militia, I was not in Bangui. But
I heard it said that he was a former soldier during the Hissene Habré government.

Q. [14:13:34] Thank you, Mr Witness. And among the traders that you knew in
Bangui or the traders that you were aware of, were the former soldiers under Hissene
Habré there as well in Bangui?

A. [14:14:05] No, I don't know, I'm not from Chad. Idon't know.

Q.  [14:14:12] Not a problem. Not a problem, Mr Bangui -- Mr Witness.

I'll ask counsel to play another extract from the video from 1 hour, 2 minutes, 52

seconds. And for the -- on the transcript, that's at page 6315, lines 685 to 689.
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1 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
2 THE INTERPRETER: [14:14:52] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)
3 "..and we were also told that when Djotodia resigned and when the Seleka withdrew,
4 the Muslims of Boda started to take their possessions and shops. Because they said
5  they wanted to leave."
6 MRSUZUKI: [14:15:12]
7 Q. [14:15:13] Mr Witness, is this something that you also heard, that some members
8  of the Muslim community in Boda were planning to leave with the Seleka?
9 A. [14:15:42] At that time I wasn't in Boda.
10 Q. [14:15:52] Not a problem. Mr Witness, in your -- in your statement you say,
11 and I quote:
12 (Interpretation) "The war broke out in Boda 29 January 2014." Now, it's correct that
13 Boda's Muslim population and the Christian population, they blame each other for
14  starting the fighting; is that right?
15 A.  [14:16:47] When I arrived in Boda, I heard that version of the story.
16 Q. [14:17:07] Now, an individual on that transitional government mission said that,
17  according to members of Boda's Muslim community, unknown people on
18  motorcycles, they started shooting in the Muslim quarter on the * 29th of January 2014,
19  and they had come from Yaloke. Were you aware of this?
20 A.  [14:17:40] I'm telling you that at that time, I was not in the town of Boda.
21 Q. [14:18:06] And in your witness statement you say that the Christians had
22 artisanal makeshift weapons and the Muslims had proper weapons. And I'm going
23 toread you a line from the press conference I just -- we've been speaking about, and,
24 in French, at page 6305, lines -- from line 224:

25  (Interpretation) "You have to disarm the different communities, the different
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neighbourhoods must be disarmed. There are a lot of weapons in the Muslim
neighbourhoods of Boda. They have 12.7, they have high-quality weapons."

(Speaks English) Now, when you are referring to proper weapons, you mean they
had military-grade weapons; is that correct?

A. [14:19:13] That is correct.

Q. [14:19:23] And I understand that you weren't there, but the counsellor suggested
in that first extract that --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:19:33] You have your microphone on, but you
are not really -- I can't hear you well so ...

Could the interpreter please switch -- switch off. Okay.

Please repeat your question.

MR SUZUKI: [14:19:51] Thank you.

Q.  [14:19:54] Mr Witness, I understand that you weren't -- that you weren't in Boda
at the time, but in the video or in the press conference, the counsellor suggested that
the Seleka left their military arsenal to members of Boda's Muslim community and to
the professional soldiers there.

Was that something that you had heard?

A.  [14:20:37] I haven't understood the question fully. Could you please rephrase
it for me.

Q.  [14:20:44] Of course, Mr Witness. My apologies. Did you hear that the Seleka
left their military arsenal to members of Boda's Muslim community when they left?
A.  [14:21:12] I don't know. There's one thing I know is that the Muslims of Boda
had weapons.

Q.  [14:21:24] And in your witness statement you say -- you speak about Mayor

Awal, and you say that the Sangaris' forces found Kalashnikovs at his home. And
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you said that during the crisis, and I quote, in French:

(Interpretation) "He supported or he associated with the Muslim community."
(Speaks English) Can you explain what you meant by that?

A.  [14:21:55] You have to understand that Mayor Awal is a Muslim. He couldn't
be with the Christians. And ultimately, he associated himself with the Muslims.

Q.  [14:22:22] A Prosecution witness has told the Prosecution that the Muslim
mayor of Boda was encouraging crimes committed by the Peuhl. Is this something
that you heard?

A.  [14:22:57] As far as [ know, {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted).} So if he kept the weapons at home,

then how are we to know about it?

Q.  [14:23:26] Thank you, Mr Witness. And it's correct that there was then a
massive escalation in the fighting when members of the Muslim community burned
down houses in the Christian neighbourhoods of Boda; is that right?

A.  [14:23:49] As I've said, in the beginning, when events started, I wasn't present.
It's only afterwards that I realised and I heard talk about that. But in the beginning, I
wasn't there.

Q.  [14:24:28] I understand, Mr Witness. But it was this escalation of violence that
motivated the FACA from Boda in Bangui to come to Boda and defend their family
members; is that correct?

A.  [14:25:15] That is correct.

Q.  [14:25:19] I'm going to play another extract from the press conference, from

18 minutes, 44 seconds, 24. And that's lines 180 to 189 on the transcript.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [14:25:54] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)
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"We recognise that the mission ... we recognise that the sufferance of the population is
very deep because they have lost everything, homes, possessions, families, people
have died. So this population have been completely wounded and scarred. We
understand their sufferance. Therefore we understand the hate of the population
vis-a-vis the Muslim community because of the houses that have been burnt down.
We need an urgent response to the suffering of the population who are living in the
bush in inhuman conditions. The cases of death because of snake bites are frequent,
the cases of difficult pregnancies are frequent, the cases of severe malnutrition are
frequent, the cases of malaria with death are frequent, the case of famine and the
absence and lack of drinking water are frequent. This population are completely
right to revolt against the inaction of the government.”

MR SUZUKI: [14:27:09]

Q.  [14:27:09] Mr Witness, can you -- can you confirm that this escalation in the
conflict created a lot of anger and animosity within Boda's non-Muslim community,
both towards the Muslim population and also towards the government and the lack
of state authority in the area? Can you confirm that?

A.  [14:27:53] What you say is true. What has been said is true.

Q.  [14:28:03] Thank you, Mr Witness.

Your Honour, with your leave, could we move into private session, please.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:28:09] Yes, private session.

(Private session at 2.28 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [14:28:15] We are in private session, Mr President.

MR SUZUKI: [14:28:34] Thank you.

Q.  [14:28:38] Mr Witness, while we're in private session, I have two very brief

questions to ask you about 5 December. I apologise for jumping around topics like
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this.

But can you just tell us, on 5 December, once you open your (Redacted), roughly how
long did you stay in that area before you fled (Redacted)

A.  [14:29:18] When I arrived, the morning, I was taking my breakfast before
opening up my (Redacted). Already then I heard explosions, very strong explosions.
We couldn't stay. Soldidn't spend a lot of time there. I was forced to abandon my
breakfast in order to return.

Q.  [14:30:03] Could you give us a little bit more of a specific answer, an hour
maybe, half an hour?

A. [14:30:33] No, no, no. It wasn't more than 30 minutes.

Q.  [14:30:40] And when you fled your (Redacted), where did you go?

A.  [14:31:01] After fleeing my (Redacted), I returned home. So it was everyone for
himself, everyone was fleeing. So I went home to take my wife and children and go
elsewhere.

Q.  [14:31:27] Thank you, Mr Witness. And you took the same -- the same way
through (Redacted) to get back to your home; is that correct?

A.  [14:31:40] Yes. Itis the road (Redacted), but as you know,

there are other possibilities through side streets to go to my home.

Q.  [14:32:18] And when you got home, you picked up your wife and your children
and then you continued on; is that correct?

A.  [14:32:30] Yes. Ibelieve that the first thing to do under such circumstances,
when I reached the house, I asked my wife to prepare the children and take the
important things with her so that we could go elsewhere.

Q. [14:33:11] Thank you for those answers, Mr Witness.

Now I'm going to return to -- return to the issue of Boda. And I want to talk about
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3 (Redacted)

4 A. [14:34:00] (Redacted)

5 (Redacted)

6 Q. [14:34:22] T apologise. (Redacted)

7  (Redacted)

8  (Redacted)

9 A. [14:35:08] No. The authorities were indeed present in the locality. There were
10 Muslims on one side and the Christians on the other side. (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted). So there were attacks and tension in several places.
13 So -- there were also reprisals, (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 Q. [14:36:07] I apologise, my question wasn't clear, Mr Witness. I meant in the
16  sense there was no police presence, there was no gendarme presence, no force d’ordre
17 around Boda or in this area of Lobaye; is that correct?
18 A. [14:36:48] In Boda some policemen had fled. There were others who were still
19 in the locality, but they could not intervene. They had also sought refuge in the
20  churches. (Redacted)
21 (Redacted)
22 Q. [14:37:31] Thank you, Mr Witness. Now, there are many different little villages
23 around Boda and in Lobaye generally that are very remote and difficult to access and
24  difficult to contact. Can you confirm that?

25 A.  [14:38:22] I believe that there was much more tension in Boda. In the smaller
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1 localities the Muslims had already left. So the tension was much higher in Boda.
2 Q. [14:38:53] I'll rephrase my question, Mr Witness.
3 (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 A. [14:39:17] (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 Q. [14:40:11] (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14 (Speaks English) So my question is that many of these villages (Redacted) had local
15  self-defence groups and local Anti-Balaka groups already; is that correct?
16 A. [14:41:11] That is correct.
17 Q. [14:41:16] And these preexisting local Anti-Balaka groups, they were operating
18  locally and independently; is that correct as well?
19 A, [14:41:50] I did not understand your question. In fact, your questions are
20  phrased in such a way that I do not necessarily understand them.
21 Q. [14:42:12] T apologise, Mr Witness. TI'll try to simplify these questions. It's my
22 fault.
23 These local Anti-Balaka groups were operating independently (Redacted)
24 (Redacted); is that right?

25 A. [14:42:45] That is correct.
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Q.  [14:42:50] Thank you, Mr Witness. In your -- in your witness statement you
said that Habib Soussou naturally became the coordinator of Boda, and, I'll quote, at
paragraph 80, you said, in French:

(Interpretation) "He was the highest-ranking FACA member. His family was very
much respected in Boda, and he himself was also very highly respected."

(Speaks English) Now, Mr Witness, (Redacted)

(Redacted); is that right?

A.  [14:43:59] That is true. (Redacted)

Q.  [14:44:10] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A.  [14:44:31] (Redacted)

Q. [14:44:34] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Habib Soussou's family is made up of Christians and Muslims. Can you confirm
that?

A.  [14:45:13] I confirm that.

Q.  [14:45:17] And in fact, the imam of Boda central mosque and the
secretary-general of the Muslim community of Boda, Ali Bouba, that's Habib
Soussou's first cousin; is that right?

A. [14:45:47] That is true. You are correct.

Q.  [14:45:53] Yesterday you discussed the uncontrollable elements and you
discussed an individual named "Huit". Now, it's correct that he operated completely
independently in Boda and Lobaye; is that right?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:46:23] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:46:24] Yes. Iwould just ask if my -- if counsel could
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clarify what he means by "independently”. Independent of what? What group,
what region, what organisation, whatever. But --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:46:35] Perhaps if you can make a little bit of an
effort to make it more specific. But the question as such is not objectionable, of
course.

MR SUZUKI: [14:46:48]

Q.  [14:46:57] Huit -- Huit controlled his own group and nobody controlled Huit; is
that right?

A.  [14:47:29] It is true what you have said about him.

Q. [14:47:36] Thank you, Mr Witness. And Huit himself, he was a féticheur and he
would vaccinate people and provide gris-gris, and anyone could go to him and get
gris-gris and be vaccinated; is that correct?

A. [14:48:10] That is correct. It is true.

Q.  [14:48:17] And those people who were vaccinated with gris-gris would then -- or
could then consider themselves to be Anti-Balaka; is that right?

A.  [14:48:46] But before becoming an Anti-Balaka, you had to be vaccinated and
have gris-gris. This was one of the conditions.

Q.  [14:49:13] And at paragraph 43 of your second witness statement, and I'll read,
you say:

(Interpretation) "Some young people came together and did just about anything,
passing themselves off as Anti-Balaka."

(Speaks English) Here, you are referring to the fact that people could just get gris-gris
and present themselves as Anti-Balaka; is that correct?

A.  [14:49:57] That is correct.

Q.  [14:50:17] Thank you, Mr Witness.
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3 (Redacted)

4  (Redacted)

5 (Redacted)

6 (Redacted)

7  (Redacted)

8 A. [14:51:37] (Redacted)

9 Q. [14:52:00] I'm going to read you -- actually, if we could just display the
10  document at tab 8 of the Defence binder, CAR-D29-0005-0392 at page 0396.
11 Mr Witness, this is a report by Mr Moloto, who we spoke about earlier, who was in
12 the transitional government missions to Boda and Lobaye. And here I'll read you
13 some of the findings about the 15 May mission, 15 May 2014 mission in Boganagone.
14 AndI'll read:
15  (Interpretation) "In thattown, the situation is pretty unique: The Peuhl
16  populations which were massacred sought refuge with the Catholic priests in the
17 Saint Daniel Comboni church. The Peuhls are protected by the Anti-Balaka of
18  Boganagone against the Anti-Balaka coming from Lambi and Yaloke who have a
19 reputation for being more violent."
20  (Speaks English) Now, is it correct that at the time various Anti-Balaka group were
21  operating across prefectoral borders coming in and out of Lobaye? Can you confirm
22 that?
23 A, [14:54:50] I would like to ask you to talk to me about the events that took place
24 in Boda.

25 Q. [14:55:02] That's not a problem, Mr Witness. I'll move on.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:55:11] So, Mr Witness, whenever such a
2 question -- you are asked, it might be that you know something about it. Then
3 simply say, " don't know. My knowledge mainly refers to the region of Boda." So
4 you can simply -- so I take it that you don't know about this region; is this correct, my
5 understanding?
6 THE WITNESS: [14:55:52](Interpretation) That is correct.
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:55:53] Thank you.
8  Mr Suzuki, you can continue. So he has confirmed now that he doesn't know. It
9  was not completely clear. But it might, of course you -- it might perhaps be a good
10  idea to ask specifically about the Boda region because it seems that the witness does
11 not have knowledge about other regions.
12 (Counsel confers)
13 MR SUZUKI: [14:56:38] My apologies, Mr President.
14 Q. [14:56:44] I think we can move into public session, with your leave,
15 Mr President. (Overlapping speakers)
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:56:51] Public session.
17 MR SUZUKI: [14:56:52] - if we don't name the villages that show up on the
18  document that I'll ask to be shown.
19 Madam court officer, if you could -- if you could show the document at OTP tab
20  number 25, the notebook that we saw earlier. But that's not for public broadcast.
21 At page 19 -- sorry, 0109, please.
22 (Open session at 2.57 p.m.)
23 THE COURT OFFICER: [14:57:30] We are back in open session, Mr President.
24 MR SUZUKI: [14:57:41]

25 Q. [14:57:41] Mr Witness, we're in public session so I'll ask you not to specify the
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name of the village that we see written here.

Madam court officer, if you could scroll down to the bottom of the page, please.
Thank you.

Mr Witness, I see here that it says:

(Interpretation) "Seleka still remains in this".

(Speaks English) Do you recall -- do you recall this comment that was made in the
meeting? Was the Seleka still present or Seleka-affiliated people still present in this
area at this time?

A.  [14:58:48] Which meeting are you talking about? Can you please be more
specific so that I should better understand the question.

Q.  [14:58:59] Of course. My apologies.

Madam court officer, if you could scroll up, the name of the village should be written
across the top in red ink there.

Mr Witness, do you see that?

Thank you.

A.  [14:59:23] Yes. Yes. Icanseethatnameinred. Itisthe name of a village.
Q. [14:59:40] Thank you. And to return to my previous question, were you
aware -- is that what this person is referring to, that the Seleka were active or present
around this village?

A. [15:00:14] No. The Seleka had already left.

Q.  [15:00:23] Thank you.

Madam court officer, if you could go to the next page, please, and down to the bottom.
Thank you.

Now, Mr Witness, here, the -- this individual says, and I'll read part of it, in French:

(Interpretation) "The Peuhls non-exposed to the Seleka took me three times by
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saying that I was the one guarding the FACA."

(Speaks English) Do you recall this incident, Mr Witness; and if so, could you tell us
about it?

A.  [15:01:44] But the name of the person who is supposed to be protecting or
keeping those FACA is not mentioned in the document.

Q. [15:02:04] If you could scroll up a little bit, actually, madam court officer, please.
A little bit further. Perfect. Thank you.

Mr Witness, you should see the name of the village in red ink at the top there. Does
that help you remember this incident at all?

A. [15:02:50] (Redacted). And that is what the people said.

Q.  [15:03:03] Madam court officer, if you could go to page 0127 of the same
document, please.

Mr Witness, I'll ask you to note the name of the village that you see written at the top
there. Do you see that?

A.  [15:03:56] Yes.

Q.  [15:04:00] Now, also on your screen, and I'll read part of these notes, it says:
(Interpretation) "The people are sleeping in the bush."

(Speaks English) Now, is this person referring to the result or the aftermath of Seleka
exactions in this town; is that correct?

A. [15:04:21] That's correct.

Q.  [15:04:42] And throughout this {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)} Now, is it correct that many towns in Lobaye suffered during the Seleka
regime? Would you agree with that?

A. [15:05:17] Yes, that's correct. Iagree with that.

Q.  [15:05:23] Madam court officer, if you could scroll down a little bit. That's
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perfect. Thank you.

And here, it says: (Interpretation) "The Muslims take us as slaves."

(Speaks English) Was it common to hear these kind of expressions of anger in towns
in Lobaye against the Seleka?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:05:54] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:05:55] Yes. He just read out something that's indicating
Muslims and he's asking a question about the Seleka. And I don't know whether
he's conflating that intentionally or he's asking what's written here. It's one or the
other and I'm fine with either question, but to put the question in terms of what is
written here about Muslims and then asking about expressions of anger against the
Seleka are two different things to me.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:06:25] I think he's right, Mr Suzuki. You would
have to differentiate.

MR SUZUKI: [15:06:30] Not a problem.

Q.  [15:06:32] Mr Witness, I can rephrase or I can break up the question.

Mr Witness, when it says, (Interpretation) "The Muslims take us as slaves," (Speaks
English) "les musulmans" here, is that referring to the Seleka?

A. [15:07:29] No. Here it's not the Seleka. It's a reference to the Muslims who are
working in the diamond section.

Q. [15:07:51] Thank you, Mr Witness. So -- well, was it common then to hear
expressions of anger against the Muslim community during these events?

A. [15:08:24] Yes, it was usual. These sort of statements were often said.

Q.  [15:08:35] Madam court officer, if you -- well, actually, Mr Witness, at paragraph
57 of your witness statement, you speak about the killing of the mayor of Boboua.

Now, the mayor of Boboua, his name is Adamou Dewa. Is that correct?
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My apologies, madam court officer, you don't need to show that. If that could be
withdrawn. That's my fault.

And you said that Firmin Dopani was involved in this attack. ~An individual named
Cyril Nzokpian, he was also a part of this attack; is that right?

A. [15:09:52] That is correct.

Q. [15:10:02] Now, in your witness statement you said that Mr Yekatom set up a
checkpoint in Boboua in early February 2014 because, and I'll quote, in French:
(Interpretation) "He believed that the Anti-Balaka would kill Coeur de Lion in
Boda."

(Speaks English) Now, were you aware, Mr Witness, that it was the chief of Boboua
village who asked Mr Yekatom to station elements in Boboua and that this request
was made in the presence of the MISCA commander? Were you aware of this?

A.  [15:10:59] What I know is that the checkpoint was installed because Yekatom
accused the Balaka of Boda for having killed Coeur de Lion, and that is why the
checkpoint, the roadblock was installed.

Q. [15:11:49] Thank you, Mr Witness.

Mr President, if we could move into private session, please.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:11:58] Private session.

MR SUZUKI: [15:12:08] And if the document at --

(Private session at 3.12 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:12:20] We are in private session, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:12:23] So we always have to wait until we -- it is
announced that we are again back and then we can continue.

MR SUZUKI: [15:12:31] My apologies.

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Private Session)

ICC-01/14-01/18

Q.  [15:14:57] And these topics were important (Redacted) to Mr Habib Soussou; is

that correct?

A.  [15:15:18] Yes, that's right.

Q. [15:15:23] And (Redacted) understood that peace and stability needed to return

to the region so that the people could return to normal life, go back to school, go back

to work, go back to the fields; is that right?
A. [15:15:53] Yes, (Redacted).

Q. [15:15:57] Thank you, Mr Witness.

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Private Session)

ICC-01/14-01/18

Q. [15:24:17] Now, yesterday or last week, you discussed an incident where Huit

had captured 45 women and children. And you said, and I quote, in French:

"Other Anti-Balakas wanted to harm them but it was not Soussou himself in person."

So my question, Mr Witness, is, what did Habib Soussou say to make you understand

that he did not want them to be harmed?

A.  [15:25:23] He said that they'd taken the children to kill them and he was against
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this, "No, you mustn't kill these children." The others insisted that the children be
killed. (Redacted)

(Redacted) the Sangaris elements came and took the children to

take them elsewhere.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:26:00] I think, since we are going into the
extended half hour, to keep the promise to everyone, we have a short break until half
past.

THE COURT USHER: [15:26:10] All rise.

(Recess taken at 3.26 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in private session at 3.32 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [15:32:40] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:32:59] Mr Suzuki.

MR SUZUKI: [15:33:01] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [15:33:11] So, Mr Witness, can you just confirm that -- sorry, in relation to the
same incident where Huit had captured these women and children, can you confirm
that at no moment (Redacted) Habib Soussou want them to be harmed?
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:33:37] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR SUZUKI: [15:33:40] I apologise, but if we're going to discuss the evidence, could
the witness remove his headset.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:33:48] No. We're not going to discuss the evidence. It's
only a question of the characterisation of the question, (Redacted)

(Redacted), and that's the issue here, whether he can speak to the intent of

another person versus their conduct, for example. But that's the issue.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:34:04] I think it's not a huge issue because
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(Redacted)

But, yes, I think you can answer this question, Mr Witness. TI'll repeatit. Perhaps
I'll reword it a little bit.

(Redacted) want these children to be harmed? It's an obvious -- the

answer might be obvious, but simply perhaps we try it first this way. (Redacted) at
any moment want these children to be harmed?

THE WITNESS: [15:35:03](No interpretation)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:35:06] From the Sango booth: Inaudible. The interpreter
did not hear the witness's answer.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:35:15] Mr Witness, we -- unfortunately we did
not hear -- the interpreters did not hear your answer. Can you please repeat it.
Thank you.

THE WITNESS: [15:35:36](No interpretation)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:35:47] The Sango interpreter for the time being cannot hear
the witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:35:53] So we would have to fix this, please,
before we can continue.

Well, I'm informed the audio is fine. So I don't have an idea what I can do now. If
the audio is fine, everybody should hear So for the third time really --  have really to
apologise for that, Mr Witness. Can you repeat your answer. This is, really,
apologies from the Judges, too. Can you please repeat.

THE WITNESS: [15:37:10](Interpretation) At no time (Redacted) the

desire that those children should be harmed.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:27] And as far as you know, (Redacted)

(Redacted), Habib Soussou, what was his intention? Did he have -- did
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he have (Redacted)

THE WITNESS: [15:37:57](Interpretation) He was in the same state of mind
(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:38:04] Please continue, Mr Suzuki.

MR SUZUKI: [15:38:06] Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [15:38:13] Thank you, Mr Witness, for your answer.

With your leave, Mr President, if we could move into public session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:38:21] Public session.

(Open session at 3.38 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:38:35] We are in open session, Mr President.

MR SUZUKI: [15:38:40] Thank you.

Madam court officer, if you could display the document at Defence number 1,
CAR-OTP-2060-0799, please.

Thank you. And if you could go to the fourth or fifth paragraph from the top.
Perfect. Thank you.

Q. [15:39:08] Mr Witness, yesterday we -- you discussed the reconciliation mission
with Mr Kokate and Mr Yekatom, and I understand you said that you couldn't recall
whether there had been a nonaggression pact, but this agency seems to have gotten a
copy.

Madam court officer, if you can go down a little bit, please. Perfect. Thank you.
Mr Witness, down the bottom there and I'll cite -- or rather, the news agency seems to
have obtained a copy of this nonaggression pact, and it says, in French:
(Interpretation) "We make the undertaking to no longer use our weapons and to no
longer attack the Muslims of the town of Boda."

(Speaks English) And it says that this nonaggression pact was signed between

28.06.2022 Page 65



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-140-Red3-ENG CT2 WT 28-06-2022 66/71 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962

Sangaris and Mr Kotte.

Does this refresh your memory at all, Mr Witness?

A.  [15:40:41] Please could you kindly repeat your question.

Q. [15:40:56] I apologise. It was unclear.

The nonaggression pact that was signed during the reconciliation mission led by

Mr Kokate and Mr Yekatom, this agency seems to have obtained a copy of this -- of
this agreement. And according to this article it says, and I'll read it again:
(Interpretation) "We make the undertaking to no longer use our weapons and to no
longer attack the Muslims of Boda town."

(Speaks English) I know you said you couldn't remember this agreement, but does
this refresh your memory at all about this agreement?

A.  [15:42:15] It refreshes my memory, but I was not present during the signing of
that accord, because Kokate had organised several meetings. But I did not attend
this particular one.

Q.  [15:42:37] Thank you, Mr Witness.

If -- madam court officer, if you could take us to the document at tab 5, please, of the
Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2107-0003. And just towards the middle of that -- perfect.
Thank you.

And I'm going to read you part of this article, Mr Witness, in French:

(Interpretation) "But ever since then, this commitment has remained a dead letter, it
has not been put into effect, and worse still, many Anti-Balakas on the spot do not
recognise it, even accusing Joachim Kokate of treason and somebody who has sold
out."

(Speaks English) Do you recall or were you aware of the fact that Joachim Kokate was

accused of being a traitor by certain individuals?
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A. [15:44:17] Yes, absolutely.

Q. [15:44:22] Thank you. Mr Witness.

I'm going to play a last extract from the press conference headed by Mr -- the
counsellor of the transitional government, Moloto, with the assistance of counsel.
And that's the document at Defence tab 6 from 37 seconds -- sorry, 37 minutes, 16
seconds onwards. And for the interpreters, that's page 6308, lines 383 to 394.
(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:45:31] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"So my feelings, failure or success? Ihave said in my statement that according to me,
this mission is not a failure, it is not a failure, it is a success. It is a success in the
sense that the mission was not for the objective of going to reconcile the two
communities. It was to go and listen to them, and even to accept criticisms. When
you talk about booing, effectively, it is not only the minister of territorial
administration who was booed, it was the entire mission, I was present when they
were booed. It is the CNT that was booed, it is the government, the entire
government which was booed. And that is because, and we all understand that,
simply because the non-Muslim population did not want to hear about the restoration
simply of the state of law. For the populations that are non-Muslims, it was the
government that came to tell them: 'We are going to make the Muslims leave'. That
is what they were expecting from the government."

MR SUZUKI: [15:47:07]

Q. [15:47:10] Mr Witness, the counsellor spoke about how the fact -- spoke about
the fact that government representatives had been booed by the local population and
that people were not ready to accept reconciliation in May 2014.

Does that accord with your recollection of the atmosphere in Boda at that time,
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May 2014?

THE INTERPRETER: [15:47:42] The end of that excerpt was: "It was said, 'Yes, we
have listened to what you have said, and we are going to make the Muslims leave".
Now the answer from the witness:

THE WITNESS: [15:47:59](Interpretation) I remember it very well.

MR SUZUKI: [15:48:04]

Q. [15:48:09] And there were multiple further attempts at reconciliation in Boda
that failed over the next few years; is that right?

A. [15:48:39] That is correct.

Q. [15:48:49] Mr Witness, are you aware of a reconciliation mission headed by

Mr Yekatom in 2015 in Boda?

A. [15:49:35] He was there with whom?

Q.  [15:49:43] Perhaps I can -- I can jog your memory with what happened. Do you
remember that a football match was organised between Christians and Muslims of
Boda, and that Mr Yekatom was involved in the organisation of this along with Habib
Soussou, Vivien Beina, Maitre You?

A. [15:50:20] I remember it.

Q. [15:50:24] And Mr Yekatom provided two footballs and 50,000 francs towards
this event; is that right?

A. [15:51:00] That is true.

Q.  [15:51:04] And this match did take place and many people did attend this
match -- yeah, the match; is that correct?

A.  [15:51:27] I was not present, but I heard about that.

Q.  [15:51:37] During this reconciliation mission, Mr Yekatom organised an event in

the Muslim neighbourhood of Boda; is that correct?
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A.  [15:52:06] Well, I don't know about that. Idon't have any details relating to
such an event.

Q. [15:52:31] Not a problem, Mr Witness.

Did you hear about a reunion organised by Mr Yekatom involving Mr Habib Soussou
and Muslim members of his family who had been previously unable to meet because
of the red line that was dividing the Christian and Muslim communities of Boda?

A. [15:53:02] I remember it.

Q. [15:53:33] Thank you. Now, Mr Witness, were you aware that in

January -- 29 January 2014, so around the time when the fighting was -- was occurring
in Boda, Mr Yekatom attended a meeting with Mbaiki community religious leaders
from the Christian population and the Muslim population and Sangaris forces, and he
said at this meeting, in French:

(Interpretation) "Our only objective is to chase out Djotodia with his mercenaries
and thatis all. The Muslims are our brothers. We have been living with them for a
long time."

(Speaks English) Did you hear about this meeting?

A. [15:54:53] I did not hear about that.

Q. [15:55:05] And were you aware that -- well, I'll rephrase. The imam of Mbaiki
who was present at this meeting and he testified before the Chamber, and he said that
Mr Yekatom made a speech at Mbaiki central station in front of the population of
Mbaiki. And according to this witness, Mr Yekatom stated: (Interpretation) "The
Seleka soldiers have left. There are no further concerns, no further problems. The
entire Mbaiki population should be left in peace. They should not be disturbed."
(Speaks English) Did you hear about this speech, Mr Witness?

A.  [15:56:20] No, I did not hear anything about that.
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Q. [15:56:46] And that individual who -- who -- the imam of Mbaiki who testified
before the Chamber, he said that Mr Yekatom said publicly:

(Interpretation) "No Muslim or imam should be touched."

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:57:11] Could you tell perhaps the witness when
this -- when this happened. I think we know it from the -- I have also in my mind
the testimony. Perhaps you can help the witness. This might jog his memory.

MR SUZUKI: [15:57:22] Of course, Mr Witness -- excuse me, Mr President.

Q.  [15:57:28] This was at the meeting on 29 January 2014 in Mbaiki among religious
leaders, NGO representatives, Sangaris forces.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:57:43] So, Mr Witness, did you -- did you -- did
this come to your attention? Were you aware of this?

THE WITNESS: [15:58:04](Interpretation) I was not aware of it.

MR SUZUKI: [15:58:10]

Q. [15:58:15] And, Mr Witness, did you hear about a reconciliation ceremony at the
Omnisport stadium in Bangui on 29 March 2014 where members of Bangui's Muslim
and Christian community attended, and only two Anti-Balaka chiefs attended and
they were Mr Yekatom and Mr Wenezoui? Did you hear about this reconciliation
meeting?

A.  [15:58:49] No, I did not hear anything about it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:59:15] So we are at 4 o'clock. This means that
we now conclude for today and we continue tomorrow at 9.30. Iassume you

will -- do you need the first session completely?

MR SUZUKI: [15:59:34] I think it might be safer if I do say yes, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:59:39] Okay. So then we can start perhaps -- at

least after your examination, we have then the half hour.
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Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962

You're not convinced, Mr Vanderpuye?

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:59:46] I'm completely convinced, Mr President. Thank
you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:59:50] Okay, good. Then we conclude for the
today.

Mr Witness, we wish you a good rest until tomorrow. And definitely tomorrow in
the morning hours, you will be relieved of your duties, so to speak, as a witness. We
thank you very much until now.

THE COURT USHER: [16:00:08] All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 4.00 p.m.)
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