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Trial Hearing (Open Session) 1CC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1193
1 International Criminal Court
2 Trial Chamber V
3 Situation: Central African Republic II
4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard
5 Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18
6  Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and
7  Judge Chang-ho Chung
8  Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1
9  Thursday, 28 April 2022
10 (The hearing starts in open session at 9.34 a.m.)
11 THE COURT USHER: [9:34:34] All rise.
12 The International Criminal Court is now in session.
13 Please be seated.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:01] Good morning, everyone. Court officer,
15  please call the case.
16  THE COURT OFFICER: [9:35:06] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
17  Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
18  Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
19  And for the record we are in open session.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:22] Thank you very much. Iask for the
21  appearances of the parties. We start with the Prosecution as always.
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:35:29] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning, your
23 Honours. Good morning, everyone.
24  Today the Prosecution is represented by Manochitra Prathaban, Yassin Mostfa, and

25  myself, Kweku Vanderpuye. Good morning, again.
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WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1193

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:41] Thank you. And I turn to the
representatives of the victims.

MR FALL: [9:35:46](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
everyone. The victims of the other crimes are today represented by Madam -- Mr
Narantsetseg Orchlon, myself, Yaré Fall.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:13] Yeah, it's Orchlon Narantsetseg, I think.
You know, but this is easy for me because Mr Narantsetseg is well-known from
another case -- well-known from another case, so I had really a lot of time to learn the
name. So thank you.

MR FALL: [9:36:38](Interpretation) With time I think I will learn also.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:43] Of course. But it's indeed not easy, to put
it this way.

Mr Suprun.

MR SUPRUN: [9:36:47] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. The former
child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of
Public Counsel for Victims. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:57] Thank you. And we turn to the Defence
now.

Ms Dimitri first.

MS DIMITRI:  [9:37:00] Thank you, Mr President. Good morning. Good morning,
your Honours. Good morning, everyone. Mr Yekatom, who is present in the
courtroom, is represented today by Mr Victor-Louis Lapointe Saint-Pierre, Ms
Laurence Hortas-Laberge, Ms Anta Guissé, and we have remotely Mr Rufin Pabingui.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:37:19] Thank you.

Mr Knoops.
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MR KNOOPS: [9:37:21] A very good morning, Mr President, your Honours. Here
in the courtroom the Defence team of Mr Ngaissona appears today before the
Chamber with Ms Barbara Szmatula, Sara Pedroso, Mathilde Veronesi and

Ms Camille Stuckel. The defendant is present and Mr Landry is following the
hearing. And we are grateful to the Court to grant him permission to attend the
hearing for video. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:37:45] Thank you very much. And most
importantly, otherwise we would not sit here today, we have a witness.

Mr Witness, good morning. Can you hear and understand me well?

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1193

(The witness speaks French)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: [9:38:08](Interpretation) I can hear you very well, Madam.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:38:11] Well, I'm Presiding Judge. I'm a monsieur,
so to speak, but I can assure you we also hear you very well.

On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to welcome you to the courtroom. You are
called to testify to assist this Chamber in the case of Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaissona.
You have been appointed legal adviser, Ms Bagaza Dini. I'm informed that she will
soon joinus. Oh, she's already there. Then good morning, Ms Bagaza Dini.

Also, a very warm welcome from here to the field office.

THE WITNESS: [9:39:00](Interpretation) Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:39:00] Mr Witness, whenever you think there is a
need to confer with your legal adviser, let us know. This would pertain to questions
that might tend to incriminate you. In these cases, you can answer the questions or

you can refuse to answer them. And to make a proper decision as a witness, you can
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WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1193

consult with your legal adviser for that purpose. I also assume that your legal
adviser has informed you about that and he will also be aware of potential problems.
Now, Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you on the desk with the solemn
undertaking to tell the truth.

Could you please read out loud the content of this card.

THE WITNESS: [9:40:03](Interpretation) Solemn undertaking. I solemnly declare
that I shall speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:40:14] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. You
are now under oath. That means like you have already sworn that you have to
speak the truth and you have to tell us everything what you know.

Before we start with your questioning, there are a few practical issues that I have to
address. Everything we say here, Mr Witness, in the courtroom is written down and
interpreted. And to allow for the interpretation, we have to speak at a relatively
slow pace. Ihave already the impression that this is not a problem with you. You
are speaking very clearly, but please keep in mind that the interpreters have to follow
everything what you say because it is translated in various languages. Also, please
only start speaking when the person who has asked you a question has finished, and
then perhaps wait two or three seconds.

So that's all for the moment from my side, and I give now the floor to the Prosecution.
I assume to Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:41:23] Thank you very much, Mr President.

QUESTIONED BY MR VANDERPUYE:

Q. [9:41:32] Good morning, Mr Witness. Let me reintroduce myself. My name is
Kweku Vanderpuye and I'm with the Prosecution, and I'll be asking you some

questions regarding your testimony in this case. And forgive me if I'm looking out
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away from you, but I'm trying to see you on the monitor at the moment, so just bear
with me.

You are testifying with protective measures, so your identity is not public. However,
during the course of the examination, I may go over some areas which may tend to
identify you, and if that happens I would just like you to indicate your concern about
that. And if there's an answer that you have to give that may identify you or tend to
identify you, just let me know or let us know and I will ask the Presiding Judge
whether we can proceed in private session. That just means that for that period of
time or for a limited period of time your -- your evidence will not be broadcast.

It's important -- your testimony is very important in this case, and so I'm hoping to be
able to conduct as much of it in public as possible. Obviously, without identifying
you, however. SoI'djustlike you to keep that in mind. Ithinkit's important. If
there's anything that I ask you that's not clear during the course of the examination,
just ask me to repeat it or rephrase it and I'll do my best to state it in a way that we
can better understand one another. And of course, as the Presiding Judge has
reminded us, our questions and answers are being interpreted, so it's helpful to speak
a bit slower than you might normally speak and I will try to do the same as well.

It's also important to understand that occasionally there may be errors or
misunderstandings in the way that the interpretation is done, so if there's something
that comes across a bit unexpectedly or unclearly, just let me know. I will do the
same as well. So I may ask you to repeat certain things.

There's one other thing that I wanted to mention just before we get started and that is,
you've given a statement already and there will be some questions I may ask you
during the course of the examination that may sound like I'm repeating -- or asking

you to repeat things you've already said. And in that respect, just be aware that
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WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1193

there will be some questions I'll ask you about your statement in order to develop or
understand some of the things that you said previously. So that's what -- that's sort
of what the idea is, and I hope to get it done in about three hours.

If -- are you clear on what I've said so far?

A.  [9:45:08] Thank you. Everything is clear.

In your introduction, a short while ago, you asked whether I had a concern. Thave a
concern for the Court.

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:45:27] If it's something that I might identify you, then I
might ask, Mr President, if we can go into private session. But if not, then I think it's
okay.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:45:37] Mr Witness, I think we go -- for the
security sake, so to speak, we go to private session shortly.

THE WITNESS: [9:45:54](Interpretation) Can I proceed?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:45:55] Please wait a second. We have to wait
until we are clear that we are in private session so that the public cannot here us.
(Private session at 9.46 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:46:02] We are in private session, Mr President.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3  (Redacted)

4 (Redacted)

5 (Redacted)

6  (Redacted)

7  (Redacted)

8  (Redacted)

9 (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Open session at 10.05 a.m.)
13 THE COURT OFFICER: [10:05:12] We are back in open session, Mr President.
14 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:05:16] Thank you.
15 Mr Witness, you confirmed earlier that you met with investigators from the Office of
16  the Prosecutor in August, September and December 2016. Specifically, the dates
17  were on 8 and 21 of August; 22, 24 and 26 September; and 12 September -- December,
18  rather, 2016. And I believe you signed your statement on the 13th and you were
19  interviewed in Bangui.
20 Do you recall that?
21  THE WITNESS: [10:06:14] I haven't got the dates in my mind, but I know that I was
22 in contact with investigators of the OT -- of the ICC. (Overlapping speakers)
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:06:24] I think we can take it that there is a
24 misunderstanding about what -- about what statements we are talking.

25 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:06:32] Yes.
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Q. [10:06:38] You understood at the time that you were interviewed that it
concerned, principally, the conflict in CAR between 2012 and 2014 and your
understanding about the events that happened during that period; is that right?

A.  [10:07:11] Sorry?

Q.  The purpose of your interview was to know from you information that you had
concerning the conflict between 2012 and 2014, and in particular about the
Anti-Balaka; is that right?

A. [10:07:43] Well, the information like this, what I said at that time is that [ became
a member, if I'm not mistaken, May 2014. But everything that was done was -- the
media who talked about it and everybody knew what was going on.

Q. [10:08:10] You were asked questions about Mr Ngaissona, Mr Yekatom, and
other members of the coordination or the coordination of the Anti-Balaka, right?

A. [10:08:31] Could you please rephrase what you just asked me?

Q. [10:08:41] Just one minute.

You were asked about the coordination of the Anti-Balaka during the course of your
interview, about Mr Ngaissona, about Mr Yekatom and other individuals associated
with the group, right?

A, [10:09:06] Yes.

Q.  [10:09:07] You understood that in the course of the interview it was important to
tell all that you knew and to tell the truth. And you did that, right?

A. [10:09:26] Yes.

Q.  [10:09:26] You read your statement before signing it; is that right?

A.  [10:09:39] Yes.

Q.  [10:09:39] And you confirmed that it was true to the best of your knowledge and

recollection at that time?
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A.  [10:09:50] That's correct.

Q.  [10:09:52] (Overlapping speakers) chance to review your statement recently. It
should be in front of the Chamber -- and you made certain corrections. It should be
in front of the Chamber CAR-OTP-2135-2773. That's the reference number.

And you made several corrections there. I think about six in all, some having to do
with the spelling of -- the names of certain people you mention. And a few that have
to do with correcting the title of a person that was mentioned. And one correction
concerning -- or qualifying certain observations that this you made. In particular,
you indicated at paragraph 74 that with reference to your not having seen crimes at a
particular location, you indicated that that was during the time that you were
together with a certain group.

You read your statement, I take it, pretty carefully before making those connections.
A. [10:11:55] Yes, Mr Prosecutor.

Q.  [10:11:56] What I'd like to ask you then is subject to the corrections that you
made to your 2016 statement, do you stand by your statement today before this
Chamber?

A. [10:12:19] Nothing has changed.

Q. [10:12:24] And do you have any reason to object to the Chamber considering
your interview or your statement as evidence in this case?

A.  [10:12:43] That is -- what do you mean?

Q. [10:12:44] Whether you have any objection to the Chamber considering your
statement subject to the corrections as evidence in the case?

A. [10:13:01] No, that's what I did. That's why I made that statement.

Q. [10:13:06] Okay. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:13:14] I think the witness has made clear that he
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stands by this statement and that he does not have any objections that this is
introduced into evidence, so we take it that save his corrections, on the condition of
his corrections, this statement is accepted under Rule 68(3) of the Rules of Procedure
and Evidence.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:13:37] Thank you, Mr President. You know, I neglected to
put the -- the ERN number of the statement --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:13:44] That would be helpful, of course, for the
record.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:13:46] So the correction, as I mention, is
CAR-OTP-2135-2773. The statement itself, it should be at CAR-OTP-2045-0048.

Mr President, I'd like to go back into private session for a few questions.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:14:07] Private session.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:14:07] It will be a bit back and forth, I think, the way I've
organised.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:14:13] Yeah, private session. It doesn't matter.
(Private session at 10.14 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:14:24] We are in private session, Mr President.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Open session at 10.32 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:32:12] We're in open session, Mr President.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:32:22] Thank you.

Q. [10:32:24] In your statement you talked about, as I mentioned, the situation in
Boy-Rabe and Boeing and along the route towards Damara, which goes up towards
Bouca and so on, and along the route towards Boali, which is the route that goes
towards Yaloke and Bouar and Cameroon. But you also talked about crimes that
were committed in the north of the country. And I just wanted to get an idea from
you what you heard about those crimes and where they were committed. Are you
able to say? Do you remember or not?

A.  [10:33:25] Thank you, thank you. It was through the media, the radio,
television, the print media, they were talking about that every day on a daily basis
and I listened to the radio very much, so the radio was my main source of information.
That is the answer I can give you.

Q. [10:33:52] (Overlapping speakers) committed? I mean, it's a big country,
obviously, and when you say north it could mean a lot of places. It could mean
anywhere from Bossangoa all the way to Birao. So where in the north are you

referring to was it being reported that crimes were being committed against Muslims
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by the Anti-Balaka, to your recollection? If you don't remember, that's okay as well?
A. [10:34:38] Madam, if I'm talking about the north, in the world you always talk
about the north of the -- or the south. There is a north and a south. It was the radio
and the television as I have said, and I am still saying that -- talked about what was
happening. I was not on the ground to confirm or not. It was the media. You can
check in the media and you'll find that I'm correct. It was the media talking about all
of that.

Q. [10:35:12] Let me ask it a different way, then. Did you hear in the media that
crimes were being committed by the Anti-Balaka in places like Bossangoa, Bouca in
September 2013, and other places like Benzambe, Zere, Bossembele, Bossemptele
Berberati, Carnot, Yaloke? Did you hear that?

A.  [10:35:50] The radio was broadcasting all that, Madam.

Q. [10:35:53] Was this a constant thing? Is this something -- let me put it this way.
If you were in the country, is this something that you would not know about it?
Could you miss it?

A.  [10:36:18] I really do not know. The question is well put, but I do not really
understand you. Try using simpler French, please.

Q.  [10:36:26] (Overlapping speakers).

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:36:27] Mr Vanderpuye, you are a little bit too
quick today.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:36:29] Oh, sorry.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:36:31] Yeah, so it's always a little bit of an
overlap. So please take your time. Thank you.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:36:41]

Q. [10:36:41] Were these kind of reports that you followed on the radio and the TV
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1 daily and reporting from different -- on events in different parts of the country.
2 A, [10:37:09] It is when an incident takes place that the media can talk about it. If
3 there is no incident, then there is no information. There are also isolated cases that
4 the press is not aware of and people do not know about.
5 Q. [10:37:32] Did you hear about these kinds of reports or these kinds of activities
6  or attacks attributed to the Anti-Balaka from people that were in the Anti-Balaka? In
7  other words, did you speak to people that were in -- that were in the Anti-Balaka
8  about those attacks and did they confirm them? These media reports, for example.
9 A, [10:38:09] Well, Madam, please bear with me. During that time, I was in the
10 south, so I did not know the people on the other side. I cannot answer that because I
11 donot know. Iwas on the south side.
12 Q. [10:38:33] In your statement at paragraph 34 - and you've mentioned also here
13 today that by the time of your conversation the Muslims were already gone from the
14 south of the country in Lobaye, I assume.
15 A, [10:39:07] Yes, it was during the first weeks of December 2013. So as from
16  January, a number of Muslims were already gone.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:39:28] You did it again, Mr Vanderpuye.
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:39:30] I seeit. I've been caught. Apologies for the
19  overlap.
20 Q. [10:39:43] You -- do you know how it is or why it is that the Muslims left or
21  were evacuated from the areas as you indicate in your statement?
22 A, [10:40:10] Well, because after 5 December the media was talking about
23 everything that was happening and the radio said that the conflict had taken on - I do
24 not remember the word - a denominational or religious context. So the war had

25  become a war between Christians and Muslims. = So there was a degree of panic. As
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1 for the other things, I do not know who organised what, who organised the -- the
2 transfer of the Muslims. I cannot tell you. Ijustheard that people were leaving,
3 people were leaving the CAR. Everybody could hear that over the radio, but I could
4 not tell you what were the causes. Ido not know. Everybody knew about it.
5 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:41:41] Just a remark. Since the witness refers to
6  general knowledge, I think this train of questions might not be so promising.
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:41:54] Indeed. I was justabout to -- I was just about to ask
8  him if he'd spoken to other --
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:42:00] Okay.
10 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:42:01] Spoken to members of the Anti-Balaka about that.
11 Q. [10:42:03] So did you hear from other -- from Anti-Balaka members about the
12 reasons that Muslims were evacuated from the areas in the south that you indicated?
13 A.  [10:42:31] At that time I was not with them, Madam. [ was not with them, but I
14 was following up over the radio. Idid notknow. And even when I was with them,
15 Ididn't speak about them. My --1didn't speak aboutit. My role was to talk about
16  peace and not to open up a wound.
17 Q. [10:43:03] Now, you've mentioned that you were aware that Muslims were
18  evacuated at least from the south. Do you know if they suffered attacks on their
19  person, property, mosques, things like that? Did you hear that?
20 A. [10:43:32] I do not know the causes, but when I was in Mbaiki, no. But I heard
21  that in the north Muslims -- or, rather, mosques were ransacked. The Muslims and
22 the Christians were not understanding each other. If you investigate, you will know
23 the causes, but I do not know them.
24 Q. [10:43:53] I want to ask you some questions about some of the areas in which

25  Mr Yekatom's group operated that you might know about. In your statement you
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indicate that Yekatom controlled Bimbo, Carmel, Pissa, Sekia, Mongoumba, and I
think it says in everything up until Boda. That's -- that's largely in the Lobaye
prefecture; isn't that right?

A. [10:44:33] Yes. Yes, I made that statement.

Q.  [10:44:38] You mention -- you mentioned earlier the bridge that separates Bimbo
and that's the PK9 bridge; is that right?

A. [10:44:56] Yes, that is correct.

Q.  [10:45:00] Yekatom was on the south side of that bridge?

A. [10:45:13] Yes, Mr Yekatom, he was after the bridge. But Carmel, which I
mentioned, is on the other shore, that is before you cross the bridge. It is a Catholic
neighbourhood. So he placed elements there to protect the site. That is what I
know.

THE INTERPRETER: [10:45:50] Correction: Carmel is a Catholic congregation.
MR VANDERPUYE: [10:45:55]

Q.  [10:45:55] (Overlapping speakers) south side of the bridge is an area called Zila;
is that right?

A. [10:46:02] Yes, Zila.

Q.  [10:46:08] And Mr Yekatom and his elements occupied a compound there
known Pissmiss? Do you know that?

A.  [10:46:24] The compound was known as -- I know longer remember the name.
I'm sorry. Let me think about it. It's Pissmiss, Pissmiss, I think.

Q. [13:46:43] All right. Ithink we have a transcription problem over here, but I'm
sure we'll clarify that a little bit later. Pissmiss.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:46:52] And since we have -- because I have an

appointment, shortly, I would ask you, perhaps, that we can have a little bit of a
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longer coffee break and we can -- if need be, then we can shorten the lunch break then
for that reason. So once there is a possibility that you see that we can perhaps go for
the coffee break, it would be fine.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:47:14] Okay, Mr President. Ijust want to ask just one
question more about the --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:47:18] Yes, yes, okay. Fine, fine.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:47:21]

Q. [10:47:21] You indicated a number of locations. I wanted to ask you if you
were aware of certain other locations as well. * So our understanding - and maybe
you can correct us - is that Mr Yekatom had elements in Ndagala, Mbaiki, Djimba,
M'Poko, Bangandou and Ndolobo?

Do you know those locations?

A.  [10:48:01] Well, I will mention the names because the tone that you are using to
pronounce the names, I don't think it is quite correct. But I know that he has
elements in Pissmiss, Sekia, a few elements in Bimon -- Ndangala, Bimon and
Bozongo, Pissa, Mongoumba, that is what I know. {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)} I'm not

mistaken, 2015.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:49:13] Mr President, now would be a --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:49:15] Okay. Thank you very much for your
understanding, so nobody loses any time, so a little bit of a longer coffee break

until 11.30.

THE COURT USHER: [10:49:23] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.49 a.m.)
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(Upon resuming in open session at 11.35 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [11:35:07] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:35:31] I take it we are in open session.

Then Mr Vanderpuye also takes it that we are in open session, and you have the floor
still.

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:35:44] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [11:35:48] Good morning, Mr Witness.

I had just asked you --

A.  [11:35:53] Good morning.

Q. [11:35:54] I had just asked you some questions about certain locations where
Mr Yekatom's men were. Now, these are obviously quite a few areas and over a fair
amount of territory. So, in your statement you mentioned that Mr Yekatom behaved
like a battalion chief, and I wanted to ask you what you mean by that.

A.  [11:36:33] Battalion chief is a gentleman who has several men under him and he
is in control or in command of them.

Q. [11:36:56] And to your knowledge, did Mr Yekatom control the -- the elements
that were in the locations that you mentioned previously, in 2013 into 2014?

A. [11:37:23] When I arrived at Mr Yekatom, the regions that I mentioned were
under his control. He controlled them. Because he was in Pissmiss, he was in Sekia,
he was in Bimon in transit. And once, {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted).}
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Q. [11:38:42] Okay. That's -- that's very helpful.

In your statement at paragraph 66 you reference that you had an opportunity to -- to
go to Pissa, which I'll come to a little bit later. But did you have an opportunity to go
to other bases, other places where Mr Yekatom's men were?

A.  [11:39:22] Yes. Iwas regularly in Pissmiss. In Pissmiss, Sekia and Pissa.

Even Bossangoa -- Bossongo, because we had to know and take note of that.

Q. [11:39:55] I think it is cited. Ijust wanted to check because I think it was
referenced as Zongo earlier. It looks like that's been corrected. Yes.

In your statement you also mention an incident involving someone taken to the
M’Poko river.

Do you know if there was a base under the command of Rodrigue Momokama at
M’Poko, near M’Poko river area?

A. [11:40:44] Yes, there was - how should I put it? - a post of the Anti-Balaka in
M’Poko.

Q. [11:40:58] Did you ever have a -- did you ever have a chance to go there?

A.  [11:41:12] Personally, no. Only went once, a single time, because the Sangaris
elements, the Captain Mathieu of the French army called me to tell me, "Look,
yesterday Mr Rambo made a young man disappear and the family of this young man
is * at the police station in the sixth arrondissement." Because since I was in the
prefecture, they contacted the 6th arrondissement and said that I should quickly go to
the mairie to inform the police officer so that the family could be informed and see
what one could do to manage the situation. And that is why -- that's why I went on
the instructions of the Sangaris elements under the direction of Captain Mathieu. I
arrived, I found the family. Some minutes later the Sangaris contingent under

Captain Mathieu arrived. And that is the first time that I went to M’Poko, to follow
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through what was happening in that case.

Q. [11:42:41] Okay. Thank -- thank you for that. Ithink I may come back to that
a little bit later, but for the moment we -- we can move forward.

I wanted to show you a video. I'll show it to you and then I'll ask you some
questions about it.

It is at tab 36, CAR-OTP-2065-0951. And the interpretation or the transcript can be
found at tab 39, CAR-OTP-2122-2297. And if the interpreters can let us know when
we're good to go on that, we'll play it for you.

THE INTERPRETER: [11:43:49] I have it displayed on the screen.

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:43:54] I thought I saw a mic up there. Are you ready in
the booth? Okay. Allright. Then I think we can play it right through.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [11:44:05](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"AYR: This is where we left for action, the second base is there and there's the third
base. So this is where we go out to get there, and then this is the second and the first.
Journalist: What's the point of those bases?

AYR: Well, it's here that - how should I put it? - that we sleep and we also train and
everything.

Journalist: You have training here?

AYR: Yes ... we're soldiers, that's how we have to -- we can't just not do anything.
And when I say training, I'm not talking about football. Well, it's -- it's not military
words, but it's military stuff. We try, from time to time, we get information about
our training.

Journalist: Do you also train new recruits?

AYR: Amongst us, there are young people as well. And we are currently training
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them and the majority of them are soldiers."

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:46:10]

Q. [11:46:10] Were you able to see that, sir?

A.  [11:46:21] What I've just seen, I recognise Mr Rambo. I recognise Momokama.
But it's a period when I wasn't there. 1saw the others, but at that time I wasn't with
them yet.

Q. [11:46:43] Did you recognise Freddy Ouandjio or Coeur de Lion.

A. [11:46:53] I don't know them. Because at that time I wasn't in the movement.
Q. [11:47:00] Did you recognise Habib Beina?

A.  [11:47:10] Well, the film wasn't very clear, but the people that caught my
attention, I recognise Rambo and Momokama.

Q. [11:47:22] Momokama was in the long coat; is that right? The beige coat.

A. [11:47:35] Yeah, I'll have to think about that. Ididn't look at his -- what he was
wearing.

Q. [11:47:41] Did you recognise the location?

A. [11:47:48] No. Iwasn't at that -- with them at that time.

Q. [11:47:52] All right. And did you become aware that Mr Yekatom was engaged
in training nonmilitary members of his group at any point? I think he talks about
that in this particular video.

A.  [11:48:14] He talked about that. Everybody heard it. But when we were
together, it was during a period of peace. The Anti-Balaka whom I met were waiting
for the war to arrive, but they also --

Q.  What checkpoints are you talking --

A.  [11:48:35] -- had checkpoints.

There were roadblocks * at which passers by those routes had to give 100 francs for
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1 the feeding of those young people.
2 Q. [11:49:12] When you refer to these checkpoints, where were they located?
3 On -- on what axis, what roads, for example?
4 A, [11:49:28] PK9, near Pissmiss. At Pissmiss there was a checkpoint, and in Sekia
5  there was a checkpoint. And Bimon there was a checkpoint. In Pissa there was a
6  checkpoint. And after the cessation of hostilities in Brazzaville, President Ngaissona,
7  together with us in the coordination, decided to put an end to all of that. And we
8 moved to the zone of Mr Rambo, who was the first to accept, and we dismantled all
9  those checkpoints.
10 Q. [11:50:23] The checkpoints in the area of Mr Rambo, were they under his control,
11 under the control of his elements? Is that what you mean?
12 A, [11:50:40] I don't know exactly who was managing it, but I know that there were
13 checkpoints. I was interested in that. There were checkpoints. ButI don't know
14 whether Rambo was managing them or somebody else. Idon't know.
15 Q. [11:50:58] What was done at these checkpoints? What were they for?
16 A. [11:51:07] They were asking for money for motorbikes, vehicles. To get money,
17  that's what was happening.
18 Q. [11:51:23] Did you ever discuss the operation of these checkpoints with
19 Mr Yekatom or with other members of his group?
20 A. [11:51:39] No, I never talked about that. Iknew that happened and I think the
21  main point here was to dismantle them. I was waiting for the end of the signatories
22 of Brazzaville in order for us to have a common understanding.
23 Q. [11:52:03] Do yo know approximately how many members there were, how
24 many elements there were in Mr Yekatom's group?

25 A, [11:52:17] T haven't got a number on any mind, but he had men. As you saw in
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the video, there were soldiers and civilians. But I don't really know the number.

Q.  [11:52:36] There is a public video where Mr Yekatom claims that he has about
3,000 men.

Have you seen that video before? Have you heard numbers like that before?

A.  [11:53:03] If he said 3,000 men, then it's not up to me to say that. If he said he
had 3,000 men, then that's what he had.

Q. [11:53:22] No, I'm just asking if you heard that. You, yourself, if you heard
that.

A. [11:53:35] I know that he had men under his command.

Q. [11:53:47] Okay. At paragraph 63 of your statement you say that, in French:
(Interpretation) "Rombhot was at the head of the Anti-Balaka movement in the south
of the country."

(Speaks English) And when you say that he was at the head of the Anti-Balaka
movement in the south of the country, what do you mean by that? Do you mean
Lobaye, do you mean other places?

A.  [11:54:16] Since he was the leader, yes, all the zones under his command. You
know, French is difficult, it's not my mother tongue. To describe exactly what I think,
it's not my mother tongue.

Q. [11:54:38] That's fine. And I really appreciate that you are making your best
effort to communicate in French. We really, really appreciate that. I can tell you
that, honestly. So don't worry if -- if you need to express yourself in a different way
or less directly. Don't worry. It's --it's fine. I think all of us here very much
appreciate the effort you're making here, so ...

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:55:03] And by -- and the way, the French of the

witness seems to be excellent, to put it this way.
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MR VANDERPUYE: [11:55:10] Indeed. Indeed. Thank you, Mr President. And
indeed that's so.

Q. [11:55:16] All right. Now I just want to show you something really quickly.
Let me just check something before I do, though.

Yes, I do want to show you this document. It's at tab -- wait a minute, sorry. Yeah,
it's at tab 11, but it should not be broadcast. At least the first page should not be
broadcast. It's CAR-OTP-2039-0063. So let's not broadcast that and we go to the
next page we can so.

All right. I think we have it in front of you now. First of all, you recognise this
document, I suppose. This was something you provided, I believe, in the course of
your interview.

Do you see it? Are you able to see it, sir?

A. [11:57:02] Yes, I see the document. It is when I was in contact with the
international contingent. They asked me could Rambo provide this list. And I saw
it, he gave this list, he gave it to me, and I gave it to the international community.
And I gave a copy to the OTP investigators as well.

Q.  [11:57:29] And this is a list of the -- of FACA members that were in his group?
A.  [11:57:42] Yes, it's him who gave me this.

Q.  [11:57:49] On this first page you see a few names. One is -- at number one is
obviously Mr Yekatom, and then there's several on the other individuals here,
including someone by the name of Basile Mbomon, Theodore Bedane, Stanilas Gonda.
Are you familiar with these individuals yourself?

A.  [11:58:22] Caporal chef Rambo, I know him. Basile *Mbomon, I know as well.
Momokama *Rodrigue, I know.

Q. [11:58:33] Okay. Let's have alook at the next page.
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And from this page on I think we can broadcast. There's no reason to -- to keep it
confidential, so.

I take it you can see this next page, yes?

A, [11:59:03] Yes.

Q.  [11:59:04] And here there are a number of names that perhaps are familiar also
with the Chamber. Someone by the name of Rodrigue Satan, Stephane Danwili,
Habib Beina, Salvador Manoumana, Aristide Beina, Junior Keapex, Euphrem Odimba,
and some other names here. Are you familiar with these individuals as well?

A. [11:59:33] I know some of them.

Q. [11:59:36] Okay. Which ones do you know on this list?

A.  [11:59:48] I see Satan, Danwili, Beina Befio Habib, Manoumana, Beina Aristide.
I know them.

Q. [12:00:12] And if we can good to, I think it's the last page, 0066, there are a few
names on here that may be familiar to you.

Do you recognise any names in this section that we have here?

A.  [12:00:39] I'm just reading this, Madam.

Q. [12:00:41] You need to go to the last page, 0066.

There we go. Sorry about that.

Some names may be familiar in the proceedings, such a Davy Lakotoema, Azou
Heritier, Alban Cyrique Goliatha.

Do you recognise any of the names here? Yeah.

A.  [12:01:14] Goliatha, yes. Goliatha.

Q. [12:01:20] Okay.

And if we just go to the bottom of the page, please. All the way down.

Do you recognise the signature that you see there?
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A.  [12:01:48] Is it -- is that not the signature of Mr Rambo.

Q. [12:01:51] I believe it is, but I'm asking you if you recognise it?

A.  [12:02:01] You know that when it comes to signatures I don't know, but it may
be Mr Rambo who signed. He's the one who gave me the list.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:02:18] Well, I think you can't get more from the
witness.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:02:21] No, no. He's anticipated my question --
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Yes, yes. Indeed. Indeed.

MR VANDERPUYE: -- which is who gave him the list, so that's clear enough.

Q.  [12:02:30] All right. And you see this list numbers 135 individuals.

I want to go to another document, I think. And that is at ERN -- sorry, tab 10.

Don't -- this also we should not show the first page. It is ERN CAR-OTP-2039-0050.
Okay. And here I would like to go to page 0052, which I think from there we can
broadcast it.

This I understand to be another document that you provided in relation to your
statement. Do you recognise it?

A.  [12:03:59] I know the document. I think -- I recognise that Mr Rambo gave me
the lists that I handed over, so everything that I handed over, even if I don't
remember, and it is part of the folders I gave to the investigators, I confirm that.

Q. [12:04:29] Let's go to page 0062. I want you to take a look at the signature
there.

A.  [12:04:55] Is that not the same signature we saw before? Yes, he has even put
his name, "Caporal Chef Alfred Yekatom Rombhot".

Q.  [12:05:10] Another document I want to show you very quickly.

Pretty much the same thing again, don't broadcast the first page. It's at tab 14,
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1 CAR-OTP-2039-0072. And let's go to page 0073. And we can broadcast this page.
2 Tjust have a very short question -- a couple of questions regarding this one: First, do
3 yourecognise the document?
4 A, [12:06:15] Well, it is on weapons. Yes. Irecognise the document. That is the
5  list of weapons to be restituted to the ministry of defence.
6 Q. [12:06:46] I -- I'm following in the English transcript. Iheard the witness say
7  that "Rombhot a restitué les armes". 1don't see Rambo's name in the transcript.
8  Solet me just confirm, or maybe you could just repeat your answer, if you would,
9  please, Mr Witness.
10 A. [12:07:16] The Caporal Chef Alfred Yekatom Rombhot had handed back the
11 weapons, but I am not a soldier to know all the references.
12 Q. [12:07:38] This is a document that he gave you also?
13 Is this a document that he gave you also?
14 A, [12:08:22] Are you talking to me?
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:08:23] Yes, obviously.
16 THE WITNESS: [12:08:25](Interpretation) Yes, all the documents that I gave to the
17  investigators, it was Caporal Chef Rambo who gave them to me.
18 MR VANDERPUYE:
19 Q. [12:08:46] Okay. Just one quick question.
20  In the times that you were able to see his men and him, did you observe weapons of
21  the types that are described in this document, that is AK-47, semi-automatic guns,
22 AA-52 machine guns, rifles, submachine guns, things like that? Did you see that
23 among the men that you saw when you went to bases or posts?
24 A, [12:09:39] Yes, a few people had what are commonly known as Kalashnikovs.

25 Thatis what I saw, the Kalashnikovs. But many did not have weapons. They were
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carrying nothing in their hands. A few had Kalashnikovs.

Q. [12:09:59] Okay. That's -- that's helpful as well.

I wanted to ask you some questions about paragraph 34 of your statement. In
paragraph 34 of your statement you say that there were no atrocities which occurred
in the south of the country. That's where you note that the Muslims had already
been evacuated by the Chadians. And you -- you modify that a bit in your
corrections by saying that you didn't receive wind of the commission of crimes in the
south of the country by the Anti-Balaka during the time that you were together,
which I think is pretty clear.

So I wanted to ask you some questions about the 5 December attack and if you have
any information about the involvement of Yekatom's group in that attack. And if
you don't, that's fine as well.

A. [12:11:12] I have no idea because I was not with them.

Q.  [12:11:20] Did you discuss it with anybody, either then or after?

A. [12:11:36] About what?

Q.  [12:11:38] The involvement of Mr Yekatom's group in the 5 December attack on
Bangui, 2013.

A.  [12:11:55] No,  have noidea. Ihavenoidea. Iwasathome. Everything
was happening over the radio, and Mr Yekatom, I did not know him. Everything
that happened from the attacks of 5 December, I know nothing about that. I cannot
lie to you.

Q. [12:12:17] Well, I'm asking because you indicated earlier that you knew
somebody who had a relative in Yekatom's group.

Did you discuss it with that person? I think you know who I'm referring to.

A.  [12:12:43] Discuss what, for example
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(Private Session)
MR VANDERPUYE: [12:12:46] Maybe we can go into private session.
Mr President, can we go to private session for a moment.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:12:53] Of course. Of course, yes.
Private session.

(Private session at 12.13 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:13:05] We're in private session, Mr President.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Open session at 12.15 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:15:01] We're in open session, Mr President.
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MR VANDERPUYE: [12:15:04] All right.

Q.  [12:15:04] Mr Witness, I want to show you another video.

This one I think can be broadcast. 1It's tab 33, CAR-OTP-2065-0730. The transcript is
at tab 35, CAR-OTP-2130-1134. And we're going to play this one from 00 through
01:49. Soit's a bit -- just a little under two minutes long.

If the booth can let us know when we're good to go on the -- on the transcript. That
will be at page 1136.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:16:05] We have the document, we can see it on the screen.
But the line numbers, if you might, please.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:16:19] It's from line 1, right through. It's a two-minute
video. It's from line 1 to line 33, pretty much.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:16:50] From the interpreters: The page is being displayed.
MR VANDERPUYE: [12:17:00] Are we good to go?

THE INTERPRETER: [12:17:03] From the interpreters: Yes.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:17:06] Okay.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [12:17:09](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"RM: That can help us.

INI: Where were you two days ago?

INI: He will have him.

INI: In any case today, it was afterwards that we had a report.

AY: On that day, we retreated, we were in the area of the airport, the area of the
airport.

INI: And why did you retreat?

AY: Because we had an ammunitions problem.
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1 INI: And -- and you can have the ammunition or not?

2 AY: We are waiting. If the French army can help us, that would be better.

3 INI: And if not, what are you going to do about ammunitions?

4 AY: Rightnow? Well, itis a military secret, we cannot tell you.

5 INI: Isthere someone supplying you?

6 RM: No one.

7 AY: No one.

8 RM: He has said that it is a military secret.

9 INI: Did you recover any weapons from Camp Kassai?
10 INI: Yes. We recovered about 40 weapons.
11 INL Soyou are going to beat Seleka now?
12 RM: Ibeg your pardon?
13 INIL: Thisis our territory.
14 INI: Do you have enough weapons to conquer them?
15 RM: Well, thatis a military secret, we cannot tell you that. HAK: Still technical ...
16  AY: Well, stop, stop, stop it there. Go away. Getaway from here. Chase him,
17 let him go away.
18 INI: Authority, please go away.
19 INIL Soyou are trying to keep -- you're going to keep your military secret, your
20  strategic secret, is that it?
21 INI: Yes."
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:19:39] All right.
23 Q. [12:19:39] You had an opportunity to see that. Do you recognise the location
24 there?

25 A, [12:19:51] No, I do not know it. Inever took part in any operation to know that
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I recognise that.

Q.  [12:20:02](Overlapping speakers) Do you recognise the individuals in the -- in
the video?

A.  [12:20:10] Two people, yes. Caporal Chef Rambo and Caporal Chef Momokama.
I recognise them.

Q.  [12:20:20](Overlapping speakers) Momokama's the one that we see in the initial
frame in that video?

A.  [12:20:34] He is the one who was having a red headgear.

Q. [12:20:49] (Overlapping speakers) And the individual in the ...

A.  [12:20:51] I recognise two people, Rambo and Momokama. But the others, I
did not recognise them, because those who were together on the road.

Q.  [12:21:04](Overlapping speakers) You didn't recognise the person that

Mr Yekatom told to leave, the one with the green scarf on, or the green headgear?

A.  [12:21:24] No.

Q. [12:21:25] Okay. Or the one with the twisties in his hair? I think that's what
they're called.

A.  [12:21:43] I repeat once again, I recognised Rombhot and Momokama. I
recognise those two. The others not.

Q. [12:21:56] I want to ask you just a couple of questions about -- maybe I've
actually covered this, so I don't think I'll ask this question.

You indicated in your statement that you said to Mr Yekatom and his elements that
not all Muslims were at fault. And that's at paragraph 33 of your statement.

First of all, do you remember saying what? And second of all, why did you say that?
Why did you feel it necessary to say that?

A.  [12:22:53] Because, amongst other things, during that time everybody thought
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that the Muslims were the enemies of the Christians and the Christians were the
enemies of the Muslims, so it was necessary that I should explain that it was not all
Muslims. The Muslims who brought disorder to the CAR were mercenaries from
Chad and Sudan, whereas you have Central African Muslims. And it is not all
Central African Muslims who bore weapons. It is those who left the extreme north
with the Seleka to come and commit violence, but a mere Muslim with us, we could
not attack them because they were not our enemies.

So this is the context that I explained, that they should not consider Muslims as our
enemies, that was my thought.

Q.  [12:24:11] My question, more or less, is why did you think that was necessary to
tell him that? Is that something you thought he didn't know? Is that something
that you thought his -- members of his group didn't understand or didn't know?
That's my question.

A.  [12:24:41] During that crisis, that was the idea that everyone had. That was the
idea, to put Muslims and Christians apart, but they -- it was necessary to reconcile
people instead of seeing them as enemies. We were on the Christian side, so we
were trying to bring Christians and Muslims to sit down together as before. That
was the context.

Q. [12:25:21] I want to show you a video.

This is at tab 45, CAR-OTP-2065-0436. The translation is at tab 46,
CAR-OTP-2107-1539. This is can be broadcast as well.

If you can let me know in the booth when we're ready to go, then we can do that. I
think it's a -- a very short video, so it's the whole of the transcript. The transcript
page is at 1540.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:26:14] From the interpreters: The transcript is on the
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1 screen.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:26:22] So we can start, I think.
3 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:26:25] Yes, we can start. Thank you.
4 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
5 THE INTERPRETER: [12:27:20](No interpretation)
6  The interpreter will repeat. We are sorry, the microphone was not on.
7  (Interpretation of the video excerpt)
8 "INIL The Christians are suffering alot. Can you see? Can you see why?
9  Expensive, it is expensive to find something to eat. It is difficult." (Overlapping
10 speakers)
11 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:27:35](Overlapping speakers) If you have a chance to --it's
12 okay, it's okay, we don't need the interpretation. We've -- we've already seen it, and
13 Ithink he's understood it in French, I think.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:27:41] Yes, but it's not in the -- in the English
15 transcript, then.
16 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:27:46] We've played this video before, so the reference
17 should be enough.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:27:50] Okay. Good.
19 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:27:51] I think.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:27:54] Yeah. (Overlapping speakers)
21 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:27:50] In any event (Overlapping speakers)
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:27:50] It was very understandable in French.
23 Okay, if -- if this is the case, yeah, then okay. Then put your question to the witness.
24 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:28:01] Thanks, Mr President.

25 Q. [12:28:03] You had a chance to see the video, Mr Witness and hear it?
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A.  [12:28:20] Yes, I saw it.

Q.  [12:28:22] Do you recognise the individual who was speaking in it?

A.  [12:28:35] It is Caporal Chef Habib Beina. He's now deceased. May he rest in
peace.

(Overlapping speakers) He as a member of Mr Yekatom's --

[12:28:48] Yes.

[12:28:53] He was Mr Yekatom's deputy in his group at some point, right?

[12:29:09] Yes, indeed. He was number two.

o> 0o X

[12:29:24] Now you heard what he said. And when you -- when you described
earlier that that's how people felt in general, is that what you mean about Muslims?
A.  [12:29:42] You yourself, you have realised that Caporal Chef Habib, that's when
he was in the forest and he talked of the international media, BBC, RFI, * the national
german press, everyone was talking about that, so it is not a contentious topic.
Everybody of good faith could -- Christians of good faith could be considering
Muslims as enemies, and vice versa, and I did not want hatred to be rooted in that
situation.

Q. [12:30:34] Did you hear other members of Mr Yekatom's group talk in these
kinds of terms, in terms of genocide and -- and other kinds of crimes like that, or
serious crimes like that? Did you hear that kind of talk?

A.  [12:30:59] Those are things that came back because the acute crisis brought
about these utterances. But after the cessation of hostilities, the keyword was peace,
everybody was looking for peace, and the former combatants were waiting for the
DDR. So it was difficult to hear people talking about hatred, except exceptional
cases.

THE INTERPRETER: If the interpreter heard correctly, because the sound is not
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1 quite clear right now.

2 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:31:51]

3 Q. [12:31:52] Did you ever hear -- well, first of all, did you ever hear Sebastien

4 Wenezoui talk about the country being in a pre-genocidal state, in a -- in a press

5  conference or a statement to the press? Did you ever hear that?

6 A. [12:32:19] Wenezoui has told us ...

7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:32:34] We have obviously a connection issue

8 here. Perhaps we can try to figure out how long it will take to solve the problem.

9  Power outage never sounds good, frankly speaking, so we try to figure out how quick
10 wecanbe, so ...
11 SoIthink if we can try to wait a couple of minutes and then we might continue, it
12 might be possible to continue.
13 So the fact that the Judges stay in the room shows some optimism in that regard, but,
14 of course, we might get it wrong here.
15 (Pause in proceedings)
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:36:35] So it obviously has to do with heavy
17  rainfalls. Ifear that this -- that rainy season has started, and I don't hope that this
18  will be a reoccurring theme, but it seems to be difficult at the moment. So let's have
19  the lunch break and we continue then at 2 o'clock and hope for the best. Yeah.
20 THE COURT USHER: [12:37:00] All rise.
21 (Recess taken at 12.37 p.m.)
22 (Upon resuming in open session at 2.03 p.m.)
23 THE COURT USHER: [14:03:35] All rise.
24  Please be seated.

25 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:03:59] Good afternoon, everyone. Good
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afternoon, Mr Witness. We had a power shortage because -- because of the heavy
rain where you are, so I have heard that is -- we have only a little bit of -- it's not so
bad.

THE WITNESS: [14:04:19](Interpretation) Indeed. It's still raining.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:04:23] But not so bad, I'm informed, so I think
we're good to go. Mr Vanderpuye, we don't want to lose any second.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:04:29] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [14:04:39] And good afternoon to you, Mr Witness. I think when we left off I
was asking you about whether you had heard Mr Wenezoui refer to the country
being in a state of pre-genocide at any point in the media or otherwise.

Do you have a recollection of that?

A. [14:05:11] I can't remember, but I know that I met Wenezoui if not in 2008 but in
2009. And during the crisis, I wasn't in touch with him. It was April, end of May
that he came to meet us alongside Rambo and that's where I met him. But during
the crisis, I had no news of him.

Q. [14:05:59] Okay. Thank you for that. I've got another video I'd like to show
you. This one can be broadcast. It's at tab 24, CAR-OTP-2065-3188. And the
transcript reference is tab 25, CAR-OTP-2107-1547. And the transcript page
specifically is at 1548.  So if we could -- let me know in the booth when we're ready
to go and then we'll play the video.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:07:16] I think you can start. Isaw --

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:07:21] I saw a thumbs up.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:07:23] So that's a good sign.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:07:25] Okay. So we'll play this video.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)
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1 THE INTERPRETER: [14:07:29] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) "What Is this?
2 It'sasmoke grenade. It's a smoke grenade. It's for the Muslims in the region.
3  HowcanIputit? It's to throw it on the Muslims who are in their homes so that they
4 can come out and choke. And the moment -- the moment they come out, we will kill
5 them, even small children. We are military men."
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:08:36]
7 Q. [14:08:37] Did you have a chance to see that, Mr Witness?
8 A. [14:08:47] Yes, I saw the video. I do not recognise the person. I do notknow
9 them. Ido notknow the place.
10 Q. [14:09:00] Did you hear what the person was describing as using smoke
11 grenades to drive out Muslims and then shoot them, including kids? Is that
12 something that you heard in your interactions with members of Mr Yekatom's group,
13 for example, or among other Anti-Balaka members with whom you were in contact?
14 A. [14:09:47] I do not believe [ heard so. Idon't know.
15 Q. [14:09:58] All right. Let me show you --
16 ~ PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:10:01] May I ask you something,
17  Mr Vanderpuye?
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:10:04] Yes.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:10:05] Do you intend to elicit evidence who the
20  person is, when this person was spoken and in what context, or do we know that
21  already?
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:10:17] Those are going to -- I'm going to follow up on that
23 in the next video.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:10:20] Okay. Good.

25 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:10:21] Thank you, Mr President.
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1 Q. [14:10:24] The next video I'd like to show you is at tab 26, CAR-OTP-2065-3192.
2 And the translation is at tab 27, CAR-OTP-2127-4492.  This is largely I think -- the
3 transcript is largely in Sango, but it's not -- it's not transcribed, so to speak, but I want
4 to ask you about certain individuals in the video location and potentially the timing
5 ofit, so it may not be important for -- for interpretation purposes. But if that's
6  possible, that would be great. A lot of it is in Sango, though. So the transcript, as I
7  mentioned, is at CAR-OTP-2127-4492. It's at tab 27. But for the interpreters
8  purposes, if you're able to trans -- to interpret it from Sango, that would be good, you
9  won't find that in the transcript. That will just be based on what you can hear. So
10  wecan give it a try.
11 MSDIMITRI: [14:11:45] I think it's tab 28. Your translation is at tab 28.
12 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:12:01] Oh, I see. Let me investigate. Thank you for that.
13 Ithink you might be right about that. Thank you very much. I appreciate that.
14 Okay. Twenty-eightitisthen. And thatis CAR-OTP-2127-4547 at 4549. Thank
15 you very much, Counsel.
16  Allright. So if we're ready to go with that one just let me know.
17  Are we ready in the booth? Thumbs up. Thank you.
18  (Viewing of the video excerpt)
19 THE INTERPRETER: [14:13:15] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) "I think they
20  took the bandit and then Mourabe (phon). They came here and we heard them,
21  someone came and someone came, asked to keep us abreast. It's on the side of -- the
22 combatants are out there -- are out there. It's at Combattant or at 5-kilo, as you
23 (unclear). Youcan goaway. It'snotabigdeal. We already discussed this and
24 there's another subject that we want to talk about. Wait a bit. Meet yourself and

25  the lieutenant will talk about it. We waited for too long.
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No, I went to the airport. It's right. It's fine there. What -- what is there? Whatis
out there? It's quite calm. Because I heard that some people, the elder brother, but
what exactly happened? Let's say we heard gunshots around KM5. This is the gun.
Just leave it. He took it where -- is he there? Where is he? Where's his weapon?
What weapon?

The weapon I gave you.

It's our weapon. It's our weapon that I took. When he gave it to me I asked him to
give it back."

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:15:26] I think the interpretation is finished.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:15:28] Yes, indeed.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:15:29] Okay. I was just waiting on the transcript. Sorry
about that.

Q. [14:15:38] You saw the video, sir?

A.  [14:15:47] Yes, I did.

Q.  [14:15:48] You recognise people in the video? Besides Mr Yekatom.

Everybody recognises him, but other people in the video did you recognise?

A. [14:16:02] I recognised Yekatom. I only recognised Yekatom.
Q. [14:16:13] Have you ever met Sylvestre Yagouzou?

A.  [14:16:22] Sylvestre Yagouzou was part of the coordination.
Q. [14:16:32] (Overlapping speakers)

[14:16:32] He was part of the coordination. It did not last very long. Idon't
remember his face anymore.
Q. [14:16:42] You saw the same person that I showed you earlier with the red shirt
and the smoke grenade sitting in the background there?

A. [14:17:03] I saw him, but I don't recognise him. I do not know all the members
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of the former Anti-Balaka group. Iknow some of them through my wars together,
but others I don't.

Q. [14:17:18] (Overlapping speakers) with this location, is that right?

A.  [14:17:22] No, I said that at that point of time I wasn't recruited. I wasn't with
them, so I -- I can't know the place.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:17:36] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:17:40] Yes, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:17:42] Please be careful with the overlap. But
also, don't overdo it. Because after the interpretation last time had finished quite
some time, so it's -- perhaps you can give Mr Vanderpuye a hint when he can start
again, yeah. Okay.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:17:56] Thank you, Mr President. I'm sorry about that.

Q. [14:17:59] In your statement you talk about your collaboration with the CICR in
relation to a matter that I want to discuss with you just now. And it's -- so we need
to go into private session if I could, Mr President?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:18:21] Yes, private session.

(Private session at 2.18 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [14:18:34] We're in private session, Mr President.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Open session at 2.35 p.m.)
THE COURT OFFICER:

MR VANDERPUYE:

(Private Session)

[14:36:01]

ICC-01/14-01/18

[14:35:53] We are back in open session, Mr President.

Q.  [14:36:01] Just so that I'm clear, were you aware that Mr Ngaissona led the
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general coordination or was the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka from

January 2014?

A.  [14:36:27] At that time, the general coordination did not exist because as I was
saying, part of the Anti-Balaka were in the south and those in the south were not
under the responsibility of Mr Ngaissona, so you cannot talk of the coordination.

The coordination emerged at the -- when Madam Montaigne, the minister of
coordination, after the setting up of the south coordination requested that Ngaissona's
group and Mr Wenezoui's group of which he was coordinator, she asked that they
should merge so that there should be a single president, a single coordinator, a single
coordination so as to lead the movement well. Otherwise, there was no coordination
before that. There was no Ngaissona giving orders right to the south, no.

Q.  [14:37:45] I asked the question because the Court has received a number of
documents which are designated (Interpretation) "The coordination of the
Anti-Balaka movement."

(Overlapping speakers)

(Speaks English) such as Sylvestre Yagouzou, Emotion Namsio, Wenezoui, Emtenou
Euseube, Anga Charles (phon), Ouapoutou Benjamin, Deholo Marcelin, Lebene
Thierry, Denamganai Abel, Bernard Yakouzou, Aristide Bakafe, Bejouane Richard,
Mazimbele Guy, Yadjoungou Gustave, Maxime Mokom in February 2014.

Do you have an explanation for why a document would be issued and signed by
these individuals in the name of the mouvement des Anti-Balaka.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:38:50] Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [14:38:50] Mr President, in fairness to us and the witness, I know
exactly which document Mr Vanderpuye is talking about. He should show the

document to the witness rather than just, with respect, throwing a number of names
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and then expecting the witness to talk about something he specifically --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:39:03] Yeah, I agree. Iagree.

MS DIMITRI:  [14:39:05] Thank you.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:39:08] We can pull it up. It's CAR-OTP-2084-0049.

THE COURT OFFICER: [14:39:55] Could the counsel please repeat the ERN
number?

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:40:02] 2084-0049.

MR KNOOPS: [14:40:44] Mr President, does the Prosecution have a tab number of
their materials?

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:40:48] It's not on a tab.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:51] I think that's -- we all know, of course,
what the Prosecutor is -- Mr Vanderpuye is talking about, but I agree with Ms Dimitri
that for the witness if he -- you know, if he could be shown the document, this would
be helpful for his answer. So it's not as if these documents had not been seen already,
but by the persons here in this courtroom and not by the witness. And this is one we
saw, I think, several times already. "We" meaning parties, participant, Judges.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:41:52] Yes, indeed, Mr President.

Q. [14:41:56] As we're on this page, you'll notice a signature to the right of the page
on this screen in front of you.

Do you recognise that signature?

A. [14:42:14] Madam on 14 February -- can you scroll back up? Isaw the date, but
we were not yet together so I cannot comment on that document. I do not know that
on 14 February while we were not yet members of the general coordination, so I do
not know. I was not yet a member.

Q.  [14:42:44] Well, you can see that I'm showing you this document at the instance
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1 of Defence counsel because what you said was that there was no coordination before
2 June, before you become a member. And you can see here in the first line, it says:
3  (Interpretation) "We, members of the coordination of Anti-Balaka combatants."
4  THE WITNESS: [14:43:10](Interpretation) The former coordination, we were not
5 members of it, but when there was the merger between the north and the south to
6  become a single coordination, that is when we were there. This one concerns people
7  of thennorth. Thatis why I don't know it. We merged in May, I think May or June,
8 if I am not mistaken, but what happened in that coordination in February, I don't
9  know.
10 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:43:45]
11 Q. [14:43:46] Wenezoui was a member of the south or the north?
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:43:49] Mr Vanderpuye, it is in line what the
13 witness says. It is in line with his Rule 68(3) statement, as far as I understand it. So
14 Idon't see -- well, why we would -- why you would discuss with the witness that you
15 have called.
16  So, Mr Knoops.
17 MRKNOOPS: [14:44:09] Yeah, with all due respect, I think also the question is
18  misleading because there's evidence before this court of several Prosecution witnesses
19 testifying there was no coordination before June. The Prosecution has saw several
20  documents showing this. The Prosecution uses one document, but in all fairness,
21  this witness is before this court appearing saying (Overlapping speakers) --
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:44:30] Yeah, yeah, but we -- of course, we do not
23 discuss -- we have a lot of evidence in front of the court. We have a lot of documents.
24 We have a lot of witness testimony, but we have here a witness who has clearly said

25  that in his understanding a general coordination came to par, so to speak, with a
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merger of some northern and southern Anti-Balaka when he was a part of it. So I
don't see that it leads to a lot, so to speak, to discuss this with the witness. It's also
sometimes a matter of definition what coordination means. Yeah.

Mr Vanderpuye.

And my main point is, we have witnesses that are -- that are Rule 68(3) witnesses and
we allow Rule 68(3) because this is part of the oral evidence. It's sort of a fiction, if
you will, procedural fiction, yes. And we take it that the witness says -- said this,
what is in the Rule 68(3) statement. And from there, also, we can a little bit conclude,
also in preparation of -- for a witness, you as -- especially, of course, as a party, but
also judges who have a look into it, what can be expected from a witness. And this
is the flip side, what cannot be expected from a witness.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:46:18] Thank you, Mr President. And I appreciate that
guidance.

I want to show the witness a video. Are we in public session? All right. Yeah.

I'd like to show him a video. Itis-- one second. Tab 16, CAR-OTP-2084-1331.

And the transcript is at tab 20, CAR-OTP-2107-1586.

This can be public. I'll ask the witness about it in private session.

And I think we could probably play it all the way through from 00 to 3:51. And the
transcript reference accordingly will be - hang on one second - at page -- yes,
transcript reference will be at page 1587, right through 1588.  So if you can let me
know in the booth when you're ready to go we'll play this video as well.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:48:30] Yes, the interpreters can see a transcript on the
screen.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [14:48:40] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) "The minister in
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1 charge of communication at the national reconciliation gave us three points. Those
2 three points were the organisation, the implementation of a platform and the
3 discipline in our movement. And immediately since we took into account these
4 three points, we consorted ourselves since yesterday so as not to unavail the bureau,
5  but rather we are going to proclaim the name of the new general coordinator who will
6  be responsible to -- for bringing together all the Anti-Balaka of Bangui and the
7  provinces so that you should successfully carry out our struggle which started a long
8 time ago. The name of that general coordinator, if you can note it down well, is Mr
9  Sebastien Wenezoui. Please clap for the new general coordinator. He shall be
10 responsible to manage all the Anti-Balaka of the Central African Republic right up to
11 the end of the transition. He should introduce himself at least to those present.
12 Thank you. Thank you very much. Iwould like to tell you one thing. We created
13 the Anti-Balaka with everyone and we know ourselves. Those who are from abroad,
14 we know them and those who have fought with us, we know them. I'm the general
15  spokesperson of the Anti-Balaka and that is not by chance. We have worked and we
16  have sweated. Iam one of the big fighters of this country. Iam the one who
17  organised the sitting of the airport on 20 August. For three days there were no
18 landings and no flights. It was me, Mr Wenezoui. And at that time, we put Mr
19  Djotodia on his knees and he handed us a sum of 10 million. And it is with this
20 amount of 10 million that we are going to now try to organise with my big brother,
21  Rombhot Yekatom, Captain Kamezolai, Captain Ngremangou and all brothers here.
22 In the meantime there were 16 soldiers who left the country for violence because of
23 the Seleka activities, including abductions and summary executions. They were
24 based in Bossangoa and they created the hardcore pillar of the Anti-Balaka. And

25  they arrived Bangui with us and we fought well, but if you want to come from abroad
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and you want to capitalise on our movement, we are not going to just fold our arms
and watch you destroy our movement which is not of a political nature. Iam
speaking as a man. Ihave fought in this country. It is not by mistake. And
anyone who is contesting, he can go to the radio station. Everyone in Boy-Rabe was
informed. Amongst the people, they are there. They have informed the whole
world. There is the ComZone of Bossangoa, there is the ComZone of Yaloke, there is
the ComZone Bossembélé, of Berbérati, everyone is there. Anyone who cannot come
to this assembly, it means that he is against peace. He's not in favour of peace.

That is my statement. I thank you very much."

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:51] Just shortly, for the recollection of the
Judges, I think it should be clear when this speech was given. Can you give us the
date, please, just for recollection. We have it somewhere, but so that I understand
what's going on from now on.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:53:08] Yes, Mr President. We understand that this is

on 15 May 2014.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:53:12] Thank you. Ihad something with May,
JuneIhad in mind. Thank you.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:53:14] I think indeed the witness mentions the event in his
statement and gives the date as well.

Q.  [14:53:27] There are a few questions I think I might be able to ask you in open
session and then I'll ask you some questions in private session?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:53:35] Microphone please.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:53:36] It'son. Oh, okay.

Yeah, it's on.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:53:40] On and off.
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MR VANDERPUYE:

Q.  [14:53:46] There's some questions I'll ask you in open session, I think, and then
maybe some in private session, if that's appropriate.

The first thing is with respect to Mr Wenezoui, he refers to himself as the porte-parole
général des Anti-Balaka. And at that time, to your recollection, what was his position
and what position was he referring to? What coordination is he referring to, if he's
referring to a coordination at all?

A.  [14:54:42] Very well. I was saying that on 14 February I was not there, but the
video that you have just shown, it is the coordination that we set up in the month of
May upon the instruction of Minister Montaigne. And this was at the meeting at the
prime minister's office that we should merge. Wenezoui came to see me so that the
coordination should be set up and he himself made that statement. That was in the
month of May, but what you presented for February, I don't know about it because
during that period I was not with them. Iarrived in about April, May and Mr
Wenezoui -- Wenezoui, in his statement, said that he was the coordinator, so he is best
placed to tell you. There, at that time, we organised the general assembly and after
that, we went and met with Mr -- or, rather, Madam Montaigne. You said you are in
the coordination and you say it's a general coordination, but there is a committee that
came from the other side where things are hard. But can you merge? At that time,
the national and international NGOs started taking initiatives. There was the
MOUDA association managed by the daughter of the transitional

President Samba-Panza. There was PARETO led by Tologais, I believe. There was
DNC, the Danish Refugee Commission, which was also involved in the negotiations
in the office for the merger. So it was at that time that all those initiatives resulted in

the merger between the -- Ngaissona's group and that of the south with Mr Wenezoui.
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1 They united in the UNDP to set up the general or National Coordination which
2 stayed in place right up to the elections. And Sangaris and the international
3 coordination and all those people said that the movement should be transformed into
4 apolitical party and that is why Mr Ngaissona created the PCUD. That is how it all
5 happened.
6 Q. [14:57:45] Wenezoui says that he's the porte-parole on 15 May. He's the
7  porte-parole of what, to your understanding?
8 A. [14:58:07] No, there he is alluding that he was the spokesperson of the first
9  coordination that had put pressure on the Djotodia government ending with the
10 events of 5 December, so he was a spokesperson there, according to the statement he
11 made.
12 Q. [14:58:28] What do you know about this first coordination that you've now just
13 referenced?
14 A. [14:58:42] I don't know anything about it. I don't know the members, but
15 Wenezoui said that they knew each other -- we knew each other before the events.
16 Q. [14:59:05] Mr Wenezoui is introduced as the new coordinator in this video clip.
17 Inthat context, he's the new coordinator in respect of whom?
18 A. [14:59:31] Let us say -- where he said, he made that statement, he said that that
19  movement should spread throughout the Central African Republic to contact the
20  Anti-Balaka. There was the group led by Mr Ngaissona and then there was the
21  merger, so he himself made the statement. I didn't make that statement.
22 Q. [15:00:08] What do you know about the group that was led by Mr Ngaissona
23 before 15 May 20147
24 A, [15:00:23] Before 15 May 2014, I had no contact with him because I had no

25  contact with him.
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Q. [15:00:29] That wasn't my question.

A.  [15:00:39] Can you repeat your question?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:00:40] May I shortly. Then I think -- I really, I
don't think that -- obviously, the witness, everything before May 2014 is, to put it this
way, not deeply anchored in his recollection, yeah. I think we can have understood
that now.

So, Mr Witness, apart from having contact with Mr Ngaissona or having spoken to
him, do you know from other sources spoken with other persons, for example, that
you know about this coordination that might have been in place before May 2014 and
the role of Mr Ngaissona.

THE WITNESS: [15:01:37](Interpretation) I was in the south. Ihad nothing to do
with the north, so I don't know anything. Imet Ngaissona. We started working
him only when there was the unification of the coordination. That's when I got
acquainted with Mr Ngaissona. Before that, I had heard about him but I did not
know him as a captain to talk about him.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:02:01] I think you simply have to move on.
And perhaps, also, at some point in time, envision to come to an end of your
examination.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:02:10] Yeah, I've got a couple of documents I'd like to show
him, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:02:14] Yeah, of course.

And perhaps in the meantime when you look for them, for the Defence, I -- I know
what your estimates are but ...

This was obviously not a document, but some audio that I heard.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:02:37] I'm sorry. I'm in a different channel. I can hardy
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hear you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:02:40] So I -- this seemed to have not been a
document, but some audio. Ihave heard something. No? Well, then I'm the only
one. So perhapsIhave to question that afterward.

So first document, please.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:02:57] Thank you, Mr President. It is CAR-OTP -- tab 42,
CAR-OTP-2001-4818. Itis a -- an interview with Mr Ngaissona with RFI dated

1 April 2014. And we will need to go to ERN page 4819. That's -- that's -- that's
right. That's a good place to be.

Q.  [15:03:46] During the course of this interview, you will see that Mr Ngaissona
was asked certain questions regarding the representation of the Anti-Balaka. You
can see at the top it says: (Interpretation) "The part of the Anti-Balaka representing the
government. It's Joachim Kokaté's wing, a wing that you do not recognise according
to you."

Do you think the members of your coordination and to the government (Overlapping
speakers) --

(Speaks English) the second sentence -- oh, no, no, no. The third sentence of this
response where he says: (Interpretation) "The Anti-Balaka do not have two entities.
The Anti-Balaka that I'm coordinating are a single movement that are spread in the
whole of the territory. When I give an order to these children, it's immediately
executed."

(Speaks English) My first question is, have you seen this before or heard it? Because
it was broadcast as well?

A.  [15:05:08] You spoke about 1 April. The coordination was not yet unified at

that point in time. Ido not know. I can only answer questions as of the unification.
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1 Everything that happened before the unification and that happened on the other side,
2 Tamnotaware. Idon't know.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:05:33] What was the tab, by the way, if I may
4  ask.
5 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:05:39] Tab 1, Mr President.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:05:42] Thank you.
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:05:42] Sorry.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:05:43] And again, I -- I have -- I think I have said
9 italready, but it is clear any attempts with the witness to go back in time before
10 May 2014, I think are futile here.
11 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:06:01] I agree. And soI'm going forward now.
12 Q. [15:06:08] If I can take you now -- you've already provide the document
13 concerning the -- provided a document concerning the unified coordination, so I
14 won't go over that. But I do want to ask you some questions about Brazzaville
15 which occurred after that.
16  First, let me show you a document. I'll just get my tab together. It's tab 23,
17  CAR-OTP-2001-3405. This document is the (Interpretation) "The agreement for the
18  cessation of hostilities in the Central African Republic."
19  (Speaks English) Executed at Brazzaville in 2014 July.
20 Tjust want to ask you first whether you've seen this document before?
21 A, [15:07:45] Yes, after the cessation of hostilities this document was given to each
22 participant. The President Ngaissona gave us this document. We were a common
23 coordination and we basically distributed this document for it to be read. And this
24 document was simplified gradually.

25 Q. [15:08:15] That's helpful. Let me take you to ERN page 3407. And I just want
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to refer you to Article 2. I want to focus, first, on the second bullet here that's right
on the screen in front of you. In this document it refers to the cessation of all acts of
violence against the civilian population and military and the respect of human rights
and protection of human rights. At the bottom of that paragraph it refers to -- it
refers to the recruitment and utilisation of child soldiers, basically to stop that. So
my first question is, was this discussed to your knowledge prior to the drafting or
adoption of this agreement during the course of the negotiations?

A.  [15:09:51] This was actually drafted in Brazzaville. All the articles were also
drafted in Brazzaville. Ihad not taken partin this. There was a commission that
was in charge of giving its input. I was acquainted with this document in Bangui
when we were given a sample of this -- copy of this that the President Ngaissona
distributed for it to be simplified. So I did not participate in its drafting, but we did
our best so that the cessation of hostilities came to fruition. So all these efforts
against the -- all these efforts when the coordination was unified, Mr Ngaissona and
the -- it was then I started to understand that he was a man of peace. He spoked
about peace, he spoked about the demobilisation. If ever the elections were to come
to an end, the funding of combatants -- and there was no decision on Ngaissona's part
to apply anything else apart from the various provisions included in the document on
the cessation of hostilities and the various articles herein.

Q. [15:11:41] All right. Let me take you to page 3408. And we'll go to the bottom
of the page, Article 5. Bottom of the page. Thank you.

In this article, you can see very specifically that the groups were to undertake not to
recruit children as combatants in conformity with certain rights and obligations under
different rules of law.

Now, my understanding is that you don't have any knowledge of the discussion of
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1 this during the course of the negotiations.
2 Do you know if this was discussed at the level of the coordination, that is the National
3 Coordination?
4 A, [15:12:48] I said that when we came back from Brazzaville, this document was
5  photocopied and then we simplified it. Everyone is not an intellectual to understand
6 the content of this document. We said that the crisis was behind us, the crisis is over,
7  now it's time for peace. So let's go to -- to vote. The DDR will happen and this is
8  what we explained to the population. There's always the black sheep, you know,
9 whostrayed. They would do anything. They were not aware of things. All
10 Christians were considered as Anti-Balaka.
11 Q. [15:13:43] Let me go to the next page, Article 6. This article calls for the respect
12 of the freedom of movement in general, humanitarian convoys and, in particular,
13  humanitarian enclaves. Now, when I ask if this is discussed in the coordination, I'm
14 talking about the specific provisions I'm reading to you. So was the freedom of
15 movement within enclaves discussed at the coordination level, to your knowledge?
16  If you know, you know, if you don't, you don't.
17 A. [15:14:46] We did this. This is why I said when we returned from Brazzaville
18  Ngaissona asked Rambo that his zone -- it would start with his zone. He dismantled
19  all the checkpoints. There was free movement. But in the north, as you know, the
20  Anti-Balaka elements were beyond control. We could never move to that place.
21 But during the meetings Ngaissona would always give instructions to allow for free
22 movement of the civilian population and the humanitarian workers.
23 Q. [15:15:37] That's very helpful. Did you hear that there were Muslim enclaves
24 in Boda, Yaloke and Carnot which lasted until 2015 where people were not free to

25  circulate or even leave the enclave? Did you hear about that?
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A.  [15:16:17] This is why the Boda removed President Ngaissona. In fact, this is
why we went to Boda. Mr Ngaissona went as a the -- gave us the necessary means
to go to Boda. We met with the Muslims, we spoke to them. The Christians were
also there and we told the Christians and the Muslims that we're all brothers and we
tried to refer to the Bible. We're all descendants of Abraham who had two wives,
Sarah and Hagar and from which were born Isaac and Ismael, so we have to get along
and love each other. We're all one. And everyone agreed. We asked the
Christians to leave, to allow Muslims to freely move in Boda. They're Central
Africans just like us and we can't obstruct their movement. And everyone agreed to
this.

We -- and it was -- on 13 August, I remember the national anthem was sung and there
was a movement and the Muslims were free until today. So -- and we did make the
move. We did go to these regions. But in the zones of Yaloke, we did not go to
Yaloke. It could have been 2015, if I'm not mistaken, 2015 or 2016.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:28] Now, Mr Vanderpuye.

THE WITNESS: [15:18:35](Interpretation) (Overlapping speakers) I'm sorry. 1
went -- I gave the Boda film to the MINUSCA.

Mr Diarra who works for the MINUSCA, it was to him that I gave the film.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:18:57] Finally, Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:18:58] Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [15:19:02] Okay. I want to show you another document. Which I need your
help with, but first let me find it. It's tab number 3. Thank you.
CAR-OTP-2025-0428.

First, do you recognise this document? It's called a: (Interpretation) "Joint

statement".
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[15:20:33] Could you just scroll down?
[15:20:52] Let me show you perhaps the next page. That might help you.

[15:20:59] Can you scroll up now?

S

[15:21:09] Maybe you'll recognise the name.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:21:11] (Overlapping speakers) Exactly, yes. So
to shorten this a little bit, it might be that you see names that you know, Mr Witness,
which hopefully jogs your memory.

THE WITNESS: [15:21:30](Interpretation) Yes, there's Ngaissona. Yes, could you
please scroll down? Could you please scroll down a bit?

Yes, Patrick Ngaissona, Abdoulaye Hissene. We never had a meeting with him.
{PFR: (Redacted).} Erik Neris

Massi, I know him, but I never had a meeting with him. There's Maxime Mokom. There's
no signature. Pareto I know. He was the one who mediated for peace, liberation.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:22:19] However, Mr Witness, the important
question is if you know this document, the content of this document.

THE WITNESS: [15:22:35](Interpretation) No, I can see my name, I can see
Ngaissona's name, there's no signature. I do not know this document, not aware of
this document.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:22:51]

Q.  [15:22:51] Was there ever a planned mediation involving Pareto, the Anti-Balaka
on one side, the ex-Seleka on the other side, that was organised by them or in which
they participated which involved Beni Diogo Kouyate and General Essongo. Was
anything like that planned, to your knowledge?

A. [15:23:34] No. No, I'm not aware.

Q. [15:23:48] Okay. Now, I want to ask you very briefly about the
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coordination -- about the coordination and we'll find that at tab 18. We'll have to go
to ERN page 1613. And I think we may need to go into private session, Mr
President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:24:21] Indeed, yeah. Private session.
MR VANDERPUYE: Thank you.

(Private session at 3.24 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:24:38] We're in private session, Mr President.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Open session at 3.38 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:38:33] We're in open session, Mr Presidents.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:38:47]

Q. [15:38:47] Mr Witness, I just want to be clear because -- and you'll correct me if
I'm wrong. From what I hear in your answers, you're not aware of any particular
reporting structure in the National Coordination as of June 2014?  As a structure.

A.  [15:39:30] We had meetings -- we had meetings and that was all. There was
communications, but to say that a special officer would take a decision about that, I
don't believe that. But the secretaries general are there and they can produce the
reports that were prepared. There were no reports as such. (Overlapping speakers)
We were advocating for peace.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:40:08] Mr Vanderpuye, please repeat because
there was an overlap again.

THE WITNESS: [15:40:24](Interpretation) I beg your pardon?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:40:25] No, there was an overlap in the
interpretation. It was not your fault, Mr Witness. Mr Vanderpuye is going to
repeat what he said during the overlap.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:40:41]

Q.  [15:40:42] One last question before I -- before I let you go.

In the context of the peace negotiations in Brazzaville, which were signed, the accords
were signed by Mr Ngaissona, was it your understanding that Mr Ngaissona actually
had the authority or power to sign a peace accord on behalf of the Anti-Balaka if there
was no structure or means of enforcing it in reality?

A. [15:41:46] Mr Ngaissona was the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka
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1  movement, so he had the authority to represent the movement and to sign on behalf
2 of the movement, to sign that -- all those agreements. In fact, the cessation of
3 hostilities had many difficulties. Seleka wanted the division of the country. They
4 refused to participate. They wanted to put those negotiations at risk to undermine
5 them, but it was Mr Ngaissona who discussed with the minister of state, Mr Dhaffane,
6  he succeeded in persuading Dhaffane. And Dhaffane signed those agreements
7  against the former Seleka. People were saying that the Seleka was just Muslims and
8  just like -- people were saying Christians were Anti-Balaka. Those people no longer
9  wanted Mr Dhaffane, so Mr Ngaissona represented peace and he had the authority to
10 sign on behalf of the movement, to sign those agreements.
11 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:43:28] All right. That concludes my direct examination at
12 this time. Ivery much appreciate it. Ididn't want to overlap and thank you while
13 you were talking, so I waited until it was complete. Thank you again for your
14 patience.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:43:48] Thank you very much, Mr Vanderpuye.
16  And, also, thank you very much, Mr Witness, for answering the questions today.
17  Tomorrow we'll continue at 9.30. I expressed the hope that the estimates of the
18  parties, I think, it will be enough to -- I simply say that, because I know counsel so I'm
19  quite sure that the time will be enough. So we don't have to start now with 15
20 minutes or so with Mr Knoops or Ms Dimitri. This is what I wanted to express by
21  that.
22 Mr Vanderpuye.
23 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:44:19] Thank you, Mr President. Not to detain the witness,
24 but I understand that we may have some housekeeping matters that we can probably

25  address in a couple --  hope a few minutes. So if the Court -- if the Chamber's
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willing, we can discharge the witness and deal with this.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:44:34] Okay. Okay. Let'sdoit. Yeah, let's
do it.

So, Mr Witness, so this -- your day is done, so to speak. Your day is done, so to
speak. Thank you very much. We see you tomorrow at 9.30.

THE WITNESS: [15:44:55](Interpretation) Thank you. Can Ileave now?
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:45:02] And we go for the housekeeping matters
into private session.

(Private session at 3.45 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: We are in private session, Mr President.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Trial Hearing

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1193

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(The hearing ends in private session at 3.51 p.m.)
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