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Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2453

International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber V

Situation: Central African Republic Il

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard

Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and Judge Chang-ho Chung
Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1

Friday, 24 June 2022

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [9:32:12] All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:33] Good morning, everyone.

Court officer, please call the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:32:37] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
Situation in the Central African Republic Il in the case of the Prosecutor versus Alfred
Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.

And for the record, we are in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:32:52] Thank you.

| ask for the appearances of the parties. We start with the Prosecution.

MR BELBENOIT AVICH: [9:32:59](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President,
Your Honours.

The OTP is represented by Kweku Vanderpuye, Irina Galupa, Yassin Mostfa and me,
myself, Belbenoit Avich.

MS RABESANDRATANA: [9:33:17](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President,
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your Honours. Good morning, everybody. The representatives of the victims are
represented today by Mr Enrique Carnero Rojo and Evelyne Ombeni and myself,
Rabesandratana.

MS LAU: [9:33:38] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. Good morning,
everyone in the courtroom. Today, the former child soldiers are represented by
myself, Fiona Lau, associate legal officer at the Office of Public Counsel for Victims.
Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:54] I turn to the Defence. Ms Guissé.

MS GUISSE: [9:33:58](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
your Honours. Good morning, everybody. Mr Yekatom is represented by

myself -- all by myself today, and Mr Yekatom is in the court today.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:08] Mr Knoops.

MR KNOOPS: [9:34:09] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. Good
morning, everyone in the courtroom. The Defence team of Mr Patrice Ngaissona
appears today before the Chamber with Ms Marie-Héléne Proulx, Ms Despoina
Eleftheriou, Mr Michael Rowse and Mr Ali Alabdali. Thank you very much.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:31] Thank you.

And, of course, good morning, Mr Witness. How do you feel today?

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2453 (On former oath)

(The witness speaks Sango)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: [9:34:45](Interpretation) Thank you for your greetings. | feel much
better today and we can continue.

THE INTERPRETER: [9:35:00] Could we ask -- from the Sango booth, could we ask

the witness to speak a bit louder, please.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:06] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. We
are happy to hear that. We are glad to hear that. And whenever, during the
examination, there arises a situation where you think that you need a break, please
raise your hand and let us know, and we will give you the break.

I'm also asked to ask you to speak a little bit louder so that the interpreters fully
capture what you say. Thank you very much.

We continue. Ms Proulx, you have the floor.

MS PROULX: [9:35:38] Thank you, Mr President.

I would like to continue in private session for about 10 minutes.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:51] Private session for -- we have an audience
here today, means that you can't hear it. You can only see us, which is perhaps not
so informative, but the reason being that this is a protected witness and issues are
addressed that could identify him. But as counsel has said, perhaps 10 minutes.
We go to private session.

(Private session at 9.36 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:36:15] We are in private session, Mr President.
QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX: (Interpretation)(Continuing)

Q. [9:36:28] Good morning, Mr Witness. Can you hear me?

A. [9:36:43] Thank you for your greetings. | hear you clearly.

Q. [9:36:49] Good.

Firstly, let me reassure you, I'm not going to speak at length about events which you
mentioned yesterday afternoon. I'm going to move quickly on to another topic, but |
do have some points of clarification on those events, which I'd like to put to you.

In your statement yesterday and your statement, you said (Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3  (Redacted)

4  (Redacted)

5 (Redacted)

6 (Redacted)

7  MSPROULX: [9:44:29](Interpretation)

8 Q. [9:44:33] (Redacted)

9 (Redacted)
10  Mr Witness, in your statement, in paragraph 40, you're talking about (Redacted)
11 (Redacted) the Muslims of "Bowai™
12 were protected by a Christian chief and, then, afterwards, the Seleka, and forced the
13 Anti-Balaka to retreat.
14  Mr Witness, we have information that's different to the events that took place and |
15  would like to draw your attention to document 19 in the Defence binder,
16 CAR-OTP-2074-03 ...
17  So the Defence binder 2074-0399 page 0409.
18  So if you want to look at the "[...] facts”, you can see, this is a journal, which is
19  confidential from 2013, and you can see there:
20  "[...] the violent reactions to the Seleka elements on the civilian population, was the
21  origin of the death of a Muslim and the two children in the Bowaye village in the
22 night of Friday, 06 September 2013, around 9 o'clock in the evening. Informed of the
23 situation, the Seleka of Nana-bakassa descended into the village to kill men, women
24 and children of any age."

25  So, Mr Witness, had you heard about this (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

A. [9:47:00] I don't know. When you say that the Seleka went over there, this is
something | don't know because (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) , so | don't have this information.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:47:57] And we talked about that, I think, last time.
When we put something to the witness like this, it should be made clear that this is
also simply another information and not more. It's not -- by the wording, we should
make it very clear to the witness that this is simply, you know, a journal, yeah? We
don't know what it is based on. So it's absolutely okay to put it to the witness, but I
only flag it that we should be careful with the wording here. | think we agreed on
that.

Please continue.

MS PROULX: [9:48:36] (Interpretation)

Q. [9:48:37] Mr Witness, | want to speak about other events which took place in
September 2013. Firstly, I'd like to know whether you remember or whether you
went to Bangui in (Redacted)

A. [9:49:03] No, | -- 1 don't -- I don't believe that | did go to Bangui in (Redacted)
(Redacted)

Q. [9:49:14] So at no moment * (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 MSPROULX: [9:50:29] (Interpretation)

3 Q. [9:50:30] Very well.

4 I'm going to move to another topic, and we can now move into open session.

5 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:50:35] Open session.

6 (Open session at 9.50 a.m.)

7  THE COURT OFFICER: [9:50:41] We are in open session, Mr President.

8 MSPROULX: [9:50:56] (Interpretation)

9 Q. [9:50:58] I'd like to talk about the attack on 17 September in Bossangoa. Do you
10 remember when the attack started on 17 September?
11 A. [9:51:26] During the attack of 17 September, | was not in the town -- | wasn't in
12 the town yet. | was in the place where the incident took place, so that attack took
13 place in my absence.
14 Q. [9:52:21] Mr Witness, you are now saying something completely different
15  because in paragraph 42 in your statement, when you were in Bossangoa on 13
16  September and -- you hid in your house during the entire attack of 17 September.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:52:51] Can we pull this up and look at what the
18  witness has said, please.
19  Paragraph 42 of the statement.
20  MSPROULX: [9:53:10] (Interpretation) There is also another part in paragraph 49
21 (Overlapping speakers)
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:53:14] First of all, we are at 42 and then we
23 continue.
24 MS PROULX: [9:53:19] (Interpretation)

25 Q. [9:53:39] Mr Witness, in paragraph 42 you say:
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"They dropped us in BOSSANGOA on 13 September."”

And then you describe some of the details of the attack of 17 September, and you say
that you remained hidden in your house during the attack.

Would you please tell us what is the correct version of your narrative?

A. [9:54:35] As | said, the attack of 17 September -- now | remember. It's true.

The 17th, | didn't leave, | was inside the house.

Q. [9:55:03] Fine. So when you weren't there in the town on the 17th of September
and that the attack took place in your absence, was there an attack during your
absence or did you simply make a mistake?

A.  [9:55:33] No, | think I made a mistake.

Q. [9:55:40] So I'm going to repeat my previous question. When did the attack
take place? When did it start on 17 September?

A. [9:55:57] I was inside the house, | didn't hear the shots coming from the

location -- various locations near the town, but | heard the shots in the afternoon.

But in the beginning of the attack, | didn't hear the explosions because it was in more
distant locations. It was in the afternoon that | began to hear the explosions.

Q. [9:56:36] We had different witnesses from Bossangoa who live in the Muslim
neighbourhood and said that they heard the shots at already five o'clock in the
morning, but you're saying you didn't hear anything?

A. [9:57:15] No, the shots in the morning, I didn't hear them. It does depend
where you are found. | was inside the house. So it depends on the position of each
and every individual. If you're on the outside, perhaps you could hear the shots.
And | am a civilian, so if there are shots, if there are explosions, what would make me
go outside to take part in the clashes? No, I'd never do that. | wouldn't take the

risk.
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1 Q. [9:57:58] So you heard shots in the afternoon. Can you remember when in the
2 afternoon?
3 A [9:58:22] | don't remember at what time.
4 Q. [9:58:34] Do you remember the length of the attack?
5 A, [9:58:54] I think I've already told you in the beginning that the first shots, |
6 didn't hear them, so | can't estimate the length of the attack. | cannot say at what
7  time this fight started and when it ended. | cannot estimate the length of the combat.
8  Whether it's four hours, five hours, | just don't know.
9 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:59:31] Perhaps, also for the record, we should
10  take a look at paragraph 49, that is at CAR-OTP-2111-0426 where the witness said, |
11  quote:
12 "I did not witness the attack and | did not see the Anti-Balaka fighters because |
13 stayed home in hiding the whole time. [..] The course of the attack was reported
14  to me by neighbours."
15  And a little bit further up he says it was "explained to me by neighbours who
16  witnessed it."
17  So the witness has no -- was not an eyewitness to the attack. He heard it later, it was
18  reported to him, and he said that in his statement.
19  Please continue.
20 MSPROULX: [10:00:14](Interpretation)
21 Q. [10:00:23] In your statement, in paragraph 49:
22 The attack didn't last for more than one hour.
23 Isthat something that you heard from your neighbour as well?
24 A. [10:00:50] Yes, that's what | said. After it calmed down, | went out. And that

25 isthe information that | received. | can't tell you with certainty how long the attack
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lasted.

| didn't see the attack with my own eyes. It's only after the attack that I left the
house to see what was going on.

| didn't have the opportunity of seeing it with my own eyes.

Those who can actually witness the attack with their own eyes can be in a position to
tell you what time it started, what time it ended.

Q. [10:01:37] I understand what you're saying, Mr Witness. Thank you.

But just to be certain, | have a last question on this because in paragraph 49, you
state -- you provide information according to which the Anti-Balaka arrived in
Bossangoa from six different directions and started shooting at Muslim civilians.
Where did you get that information from?

A. [10:02:07] When | left, after the attack -- I've already told you. This was
something that | was told. | didn't see it for myself.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:02:25] So the same source that he mentioned
explained to him later.

MS PROULX: [10:02:31](Interpretation)

Q. [10:02:34] In your statement, you said that you heard the sounds of

metallic cups banged together. Do you know who was making those noises, Mr
Witness?

A. [10:03:06] I did not see anyone. | did not see anyone making such noises. If|
had seen people making such noises, | would have told you, but I did not have an
opportunity to see that. Other people heard those noises. | personally did not have
the opportunity to hear those noises.

Q. [10:03:49] Mr Witness, I'm referring to your statement. You said:

"I heard gunfire and the sound of metallic cups banged together."
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Now you are saying that you did not hear those metallic sounds, is that correct?

A. [10:04:15] I heard the explosions, the gunfire, that is why | went into hiding. If
I did not hear the gunfire, | would not have hidden myself. | heard myself -- | hid
myself because | heard the gunfire. | was not outside on that day. If | had been
outside, | would have been able to see people and hear what was being said.

| was afraid for myself because | was a civilian and | was not armed.

Q. [10:04:54] I will try one last time.

Mr Witness, did you hear the noises of metallic cups banged together, yes or no?

A. [10:05:16] I have told you that I heard a noise -- explosions or gunfire from
adistance. Thatis what | said. | heard those detonations or explosions, but I did
not [hear] people fire with my own eyes.

Q. [10:05:50] I will move on to something else, Mr Witness.

In a Human Rights Watch NGO report - and it is document number 5 of the Defence
list, CAR-OTP-2001-2043, and it is page 2058 - | will wait for it to be displayed.

The second column talks about the attack of 17 September, and it is said that on that
day, the Anti-Balaka attacked Seleka positions, and that in response, the Seleka
attacked the civilian population.

Did you hear anything about that, Mr Witness?

A. [10:06:51] I did not hear about that. | did not hear that information, and | did
not personally witness it. | did not see it with my own eyes.

Q. [10:07:22] Paragraph 50 in your statement, you talk about the death of
somebody called Adjaro Gara. You said he was a Muslim driver, is that correct?
A. [10:07:41] Yes, that is correct.

Q. [10:07:54] Mr Witness, there's another individual who said that Adjaro Gara was

a student; another one said that Adjaro Gara was a trader in the market * who sold
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cassava, and then another one said Adjaro Gara had finished his studies * and was
getting ready to become -- to become a teacher.

Do you know why so many versions are there for the profession of Adjaro Gara?
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:08:40] The witness cannot answer that. The
witness knows -- the witness says: {PFR: (Redacted)} And you have asked him if
he was driver. So we have now five versions. We have to make itup. The
witness cannot speculate why there are so many versions.

Please move on.

MS PROULX: [10:08:59](Interpretation)

Q. [10:09:07] I will refer to document 21, CAR-OTP-2078-0132, and in that
document, which is the summary of a telephone conversation between the OTP and
a close source of Adjaro Gara, and -- that source said that he was a member of

a self-defence group of the Muslims and that he had been killed in fighting during the
attack in Bossangoa.

Does that jog your memory?

A. [10:09:56] Thank you. Concerning Adjaro Gara, | cannot tell you anything
more. | have noidea. | did notsee that personally. If I had seen it, | would have
told you, but I did not have the opportunity to witness that personally.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:10:25] But may I, because this is an important
question.

Mr Witness, you {PFR: (Redacted)}

So you might know if he was a member of a self-defence group, so you might have
some information. You might have talked about it. So please try to jog your
memory if this was the case or not.

THE WITNESS: [10:10:52](Interpretation) Yes, it is true. {PFR: (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)}. So I could not monitor even his private life. {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)}. Each of us was carrying out different activities. We did not have the
same occupation or the same activities.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:11:44] Yeah. | think we have to leave it at that,
but we have the information in tab 21 also on the record.

MS PROULX: [10:11:54](Interpretation)

Q. [10:11:59] Mr Witness, you told us several -- on several occasions that you did
not see anything on 17 September. So would you agree with me that you are not
certain that the people who died on that day died during the fighting?

A. [10:12:30] That is correct.

Q. [10:12:40] In your statement - paragraphs 54, 55 - you talked about events that
related to somebody called "Hissene" and who explained the other day that the
Prosecutor -- the Prosecutor said that Hissene {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}

I would like to know whether {PFR: (Redacted)}

I will not mention the locality in public session, | think you know what I'm talking
about.

A. [10:13:30] Yes. | explained that to my relatives. {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

Q. [10:13:59] Mr Witness, do you remember other events, other attacks that might
have taken place in the days following 17 September in Bossangoa?

A. [10:14:27] No, | do not remember anything.

Q. [10:14:35] I have three things | can put to you. The first is tab 34 of the Defence
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list, CAR-OTP-2105-0028, page 0030. Once again, it is a screening note of the OTP
with someone who was living in Bossangoa at the time and who said during that
interview -- | will read it to you in English and you will have the interpretation:
(Speaks English) "Afterwards, the SELEKA and some Muslims started to burn down
the houses of Christians; about 600 houses were burnt.  As a result, almost the entire
Christian population of BOSSANGOA fled to the church. The displaced population
was protected by the Sangaris against a possible attack by the SELEKA. At that time,
the Muslims remained in their own homes because they were not targeted by the
SELEKA. [..]

After this incident, the situation worsened; the SELEKA and some Muslims would go
to the villages nearby to kill and pillage. At the Town Hall there were two
containers where the SELEKA used to lock people in."

(Interpretation) This excerpt talks about a large-scale event, 600 houses burnt in
Bossangoa. Did you hear about that? Maybe you saw the flames, did you?

A. [10:16:33] I have no information about that.

Concerning the burning of houses, | was not aware of anything. | was in the camp
and | did not go out to see what was outside.

Regarding the presence of two containers at the Bossangoa municipality, | saw that
with my own eyes. | cannot testify about what -- | can testify only about what | saw
and | confirm that there were two containers at the Bossangoa mayor's office.

Q. [10:17:34] I will move to another document, document number 3,
CAR-OTP-2001-0391, page 0394.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:17:56] Is it perhaps enough that you simply flag
the document, because the witness has already said that he does not know about

these matters. | think that could shorten the thing a little bit. Please, simply -- and
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this is, by the way, CAR-OTP-2001-0391, and perhaps the paragraph, what you want
to point out.

MS PROULX: [10:18:22] | appreciate the guidance, Mr President, but the events I've
chosen --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:18:27] Are different to the ones you -- yeah,
okay. Then that's different, yeah.

MS PROULX: [10:18:34](Interpretation)

Q. [10:18:38] Itisa UN report. And in paragraph 10, it is said that the Seleka
allegedly killed 61 people between 8 and 20 September in Bossangoa and the vicinity,
and that allegedly, also, carried out reprisals in the localities around the Bossangoa
town. Once more, the death of 61 people is difficult to think about that it may not
have been noticed.

Did you hear about it?

A. [10:19:23] I was not aware of anything. | did not carry out any investigations to
know how many people died. | was not present during the attack. But if it is the
UN that informs you, then | suppose that they have their sources. But personally, |
did not carry out any investigation in order to determine the number of victims or the
number of people killed.

Q. [10:20:17] Very well. One last example - document number 14,
CAR-OTP-2071-0327, page 0331 - and an individual talks about an -- in September
2013, that the Seleka was hunting down people from house-to-house, but most of
them had already taken refuge at the bishopric.

Did you hear about that event, Mr Witness?

A. [10:21:00] Concerning the forced displacement of people, that was a lie. As you

know, there was no security in the town. That is why the Christians had taken
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refuge at the bishopric and the Muslims at the Ecole Liberté. But to say that it was
someone who forced people to flee their houses, no. People took the initiative to
take refuge in either the bishopric or the Ecole Liberté for their own security.

Q. [10:21:56] In your statement, you say that there was no particular relationship
between the Seleka and the Muslims in Bossangoa. And | put it to you that that was
not very correct. In fact, the Muslim population was very close to the Seleka. What
do you think about that?

A. [10:22:18] | do not have any information about that. If Muslim civilians became
close to the Seleka, | would not know. Were they together, | cannot know. If | were
with them, | can confirm that such-and-such a thing happened. So | was not with
them. 1 was not present, so | cannot confirm that there was collusion between the
Seleka and Muslims civilians.

Q. [10:23:06] Mr Witness, yesterday we talked about the Seleka and their presence
in the town, their base. Everywhere. They were at the mosque. They were almost
everywhere. Now you are living in Bossangoa and you have knowledge - you had
friends and relatives - are you saying that you did not observe anything?

A. [10:23:37] You put that question to me yesterday and I told you that the Seleka
were patrolling in the neighbourhoods, but | did not have any reason to monitor their
activities of the Seleka, | was carrying out my own activities. | was a civilian.

Could I have ventured to follow the Seleka to know what they were doing in the town?
I simply saw them come and go. | could not know where they were going, and this
was for my own security and for myself, which was not easy.

Q. [10:24:28] Mr Witness, these last days you talked about many events that you
personally did not witness. So people talked about these events to you, what they

were doing and so on. So are you saying that people did not talk to you about the
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Seleka, their activities, their exactions that they were perpetrating? Nothing.

Didn't they talk to you about it?

A. [10:25:09] What would have prompted me to go and ask them questions about
their activities? They were soldiers, | was a civilian. | did not have any interest, no
objective to go and ask them questions on their goings and comings and their
activities in the town.

Q. [10:25:36] I will move on to something else, Mr Witness.

| will refer to document 51, CAR-OTP-2127-7383, paragraphs -- or, rather, page 7387.
It is an interview of President Djotodia on the Central African radio station. At the
beginning of the year 2007 -- 2013, President Djotodia said that:

"In YALOKE, the inhabitants killed 12 Anti-Balaka yesterday; the inhabitants are
continuing to hunt them down. So we are asking the Central African populations to
be on the alert; and I'm asking them to react as our brothers in YALOKE and BOUCA;
you have understood that? In BOUCA, the inhabitants rose up against the
Anti-balaka; and it is the same thing in YALOKE and we are asking our brothers and
sisters in BOSSANGOA to rise up against the Anti-balaka."

So, Mr Witness, would agree with me that, indeed, President Djotodia was asking the
civilians to hunt down and kill the Anti-Balaka?

A. [10:27:30] What Djotodia said, what do civilians have to do in the activities of
the soldiers and rebels? The Anti-Balaka were rebels. The Seleka were soldiers.
Could the civilians have the audacity and the resources to involve themselves in the
fighting between rebels and soldiers? Did they have any interests in fighting to
preserve the power of Djotodia? | do not understand. | do not understand that.

Q. [10:28:18] Did you observe during that period that the Seleka elements mixed

together Christians, civilians and Anti-Balaka? Or they considered them as one?
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1 A, [10:28:43] | could not know what individuals were thinking. | cannot tell you
2 whatis happening in the minds of people. You have to put that question to the
3 Seleka. I cannot tell you what the Seleka were thinking. | had no means of
4 knowing about that.
5 Q. [10:29:08] But you said in your statement, in paragraph 59, you say that after the
6  attack, the Seleka accused the Christian chief of the Fulbe neighbourhood of being
7  accomplices of the Anti-Balaka. And you said that they took them to the bush
8 and -- they took him to the bush, and he was never seen again.
9 So do you agree with me that many Christian civilians were Anti-Balaka?
10 A. [10:30:01] Yes, if you give me that sort of detail, | can understand where they set
11 up -- up the roadblocks ...
12 THE INTERPRETER: [10:30:16] From the Sango booth: The witness did not
13 complete his sentence.
14 MSPROULX: [10:30:22] (Interpretation)
15 Q. [10:30:24] Mr Witness, I'm being told that your answer was incomplete. Can
16  you tell us what you were saying, please.
17 THE WITNESS: [10:30:42](Interpretation) | believe that on that matter, relating to
18  the chief of the Fulbe neighbourhood, | would like to answer your questions in
19  private session.
20 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:30:59] We go to private session.
21  MSPROULX: [10:31:19] (Interpretation)
22 Q. [10:31:21] Go ahead, Mr Witness, we are listening.
23  THE COURT OFFICER: [10:31:26] We are in private session, Mr President.
24 (Private session at 10.31 a.m.)

25 THE WITNESS: [10:31:36](Interpretation) | think that in the beginning, if the
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guestions had been more specific, then it would be have been easier for me to answer.
Indeed, the chief of the -- of Fulbe neighbourhood, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

| heard it said that the chief of the Fulbe neighbourhood, who was called Ndourou,
that he had been * kidnapped. When | asked the question, | was told, "No, he has
been kidnapped publicly." Everyone could see that, Muslims and Christians. It
wasn't done secretly.

(Redacted)

(Redacted). We are only civilians. We have no power. We have no possibility of
asking for explanations from the Seleka. (Redacted)

(Redacted), how can a chief of a neighbourhood be kidnapped and beaten and killed?
That is exactly what happened.

As regards Ndourou, he was the chief of the Fulbe neighbourhood, the Seleka
kidnapped him (Redacted). That is something we all know. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. [10:34:01] For clarification, do you agree that the chief of Fulbe was Christian, he
was kidnapped because the Seleka accused him of being an Anti-Balaka, is that
correct?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:34:17] He has -- he has answered that. It's in the
Rule 68(3) statement. It's exactly like that. It's exactly what he said in his statement.
And he has provided more information now, which we appreciate a lot, which also
shows a little bit what kind of witness we have here in the courtroom. Please continue.

Can we go back to open session by the way or -- yeah, open -- open session.
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1 (Open session at 10.34 a.m.)

2  THE COURT OFFICER: [10:34:59] We are back in open session, Mr President.

3  MSPROULX: [10:35:14] (Interpretation)

4 Q. [10:35:19] Mr Witness, now two examples. Firstly, I refer to document 10,

5 CAR-OTP-2006-0129, tab 10, and this is a complaint made by a resident of Bossangoa.

6  And, in this, the Seleka were allegedly accused of killing a man who was looking after

7  his field in the axis, because the Seleka accused him of providing -- of

8  being -- of -- capturing -- the Anti-Balaka.

9 Have you heard of something like this or this specific incident?
10 A. [10:36:22] No. No. [|don't have this information because the facts happened
11 inthe fields. So there's only the ones close to them who know really what happened.
12 | personally don't know what happened.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:36:50] Since -- since the witness mentions in his
14  statement also crimes that have been committed by the Seleka, can we fairly assume
15 that he would have mentioned other incidents if it was within his knowledge. And
16  also, by the way, it's -- | understand it's a little bit a problem of these proceedings that
17  we have the Seleka, we have the Anti-Balaka, and the crimes, let me put it this way,
18 historically, and during the events they are interwoven, so -- but perhaps my
19  colleagues who have another case are very happy that we are also taking a lot
20  evidence with regard to what the Seleka have done or might have done.
21  Please, Ms Proulx.
22 The problem is, it's not irrelevant, of course not, but -- but you know, at some point in
23 time -- the witness, perhaps we can ask him in a generic manner: You have
24 mentioned this with the Christian mayor of Fulbe. Do you know of any other

25 incidents? And then we simply continue and leave it at that.
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MS PROULX: [10:38:21] Mr President, I take your point about the fact that he might
have told other incidents had he known them. The problem is that we don't know
the questions that were asked of him during his interview and that's why I'm -- I'm
pointing --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:38:33] And that's why you can ask him in

a generic manner if he knows other -- if he knows other incidents where, for example,
Christian members of the community had been harmed, had been killed by the Seleka.
If he knows such incidents and he can answer to that.

MS PROULX: [10:38:51] | have one more example and that's it, and then | will move
to another topic.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:39:01] Okay, one more event.

MS PROULX: [10:39:04] (Interpretation)

Q. [10:39:07] Mr Witness, I'm going to refer to document 33 of the Defence binder
CAR-OTP-2104-05 -- 0458, and is in page 0475, paragraph 69. This is an OTP witness
and this individual says:

"SALE" - Colonel SALE - "and others had the intention of eliminating the non-Muslim
population of BOSSANGOA. All non-Muslims were regarded as ANTI-BALAKA by
SALE and his group. The non-Muslims couldn't move without being attacked by the
SELEKA."

Mr Witness, do you agree -- did you notice or do you hear it being said by others that
indeed the Christian civilians were harassed and attacked by the Seleka?

A. [10:40:23] You've already asked me this question before. What Salé and his
elements committed as exactions is something | know nothing about. What they had
in mind, | also don't know. What | do know is that the Christians left their houses to

seek refuge in the bishopric. But to say that all the Christians were killed so that
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only Muslims were alive, really, that is something * rather difficult to understand, to
comprehend, because a religion -- does a religion claim to eliminate the other religion
and to get rid of anyone from another religion?

So if Salé, if his objective was that, | don't know what he had in his mind, | cannot
know what he had inside his head. It is he who had his own objectives, but that is
something I'm not a party to. | don't want to speculate what he had in mind and
what his intentions were as regards the Christian population.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:42:11] I think for the record we have to correct
an ERN. For this document, it's CAR-OTP-2104-0458.

MS PROULX: [10:42:25] (Interpretation)

Q. [10:42:27] I'm suggesting to you that in autumn 2013, a large portion of the
Muslim population of Bossangoa * armed itself. Do you agree with that?

A. [10:42:39] No. To say that the civilians were armed is something | don't know.
| can only say what | saw. If someone had a weapon inside his house, do you think
he's going to say that he has a weapon in his house? No. |don'tknow. I cannot
confirm that the Muslims civilians were armed because | didn't see it myself.

Q. [10:43:40] I note that you haven't seen it, but | also have many documents who
say that the Seleka really armed the Muslim and Peuhl population.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:44:08] Yes, that might be the case, but the
witness has answered the question. No further questions on that. You can -- you
can submit these documents.

MS PROULX: [10:44:19] (Interpretation)

Q. [10:44:29] Mr Witness, | have screening notes with another individual, which is
done by the OTP, where it was said the Muslims -- the young Muslims were armed

and that the leader of these young Muslims was Suleiman, Bichara, Koursi.
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Do you agree with that?

A. [10:45:06] I think we're going back to the same question. It's the same question,
which you're asking me again. | told you, I don't know. | don't know anything
about the armed men.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:45:34] I will not allow further questions in that
regard. The witness has answered that. You can submit any documents, but we
are going around in circles. | allowed this one because you put a name to the
witness. This was new. And the witness has again - and now, for the fifth or sixth
time - said he does not know about any crimes and armament of Muslim civilians.
So you can, of course, question that, but not with this witness anymore.

MS PROULX: [10:46:05](Interpretation)

Q. [10:46:05] You said went regularly to the mosque.

A. [10:46:29] Yes. It happened that I did go for prayers in the mosque and at
home.

Q. [10:46:45] In document 8 of our -- so in document -- binder 2001-4118, page 4119,
where it is stated that in the prayers of Friday in Bossangoa, the people came and left
their shoes outside but not their Kalashnikovs.

Did you see people bring them into the mosque?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:47:21] Mr Prosecutor.

MR BELBENOIT AVICH: [10:47:23](Interpretation) Your Honour, perhaps you
could specify whether at that time the witness was still in town, because he said that
he was at the Ecole Liberté at that time.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:47:37] Well, we don't know which time we are
talking about, but to shorten this --

Mr Witness, did you see any such things, people attending prayer in the mosque with
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Kalashnikovs?

THE WITNESS: [10:47:51](Interpretation) No, | did not see that. In the mosque, |
didn't see that. You know, it is a big mosque, and there are several entrances, at least
six of them. There are two gates at the entrance, two on both sides and also one door
at the back of the mosque; so there are several entrances. So at which entrance do
you know that somebody entered with a weapon or not? If there were two or three
individuals, you might know that somebody entered with a weapon. It's a big
mosque and many people could go inside, so you couldn't check. You went there to
pray. If somebody came with a weapon, it's something | can't answer. | wouldn't
know.

MS PROULX: [10:49:14](Interpretation)

Q. [10:49:18] Were you aware that the Muslim traders gave money to the Seleka?
A. [10:49:37] I wasn't aware of that. | was not aware of that.

Q. [10:49:46] Do you agree with me that the Boro district -- the Arabe, Fulbe, Boro
neighbourhoods were neighbourhoods that were very close to the Seleka and were
protected by the Seleka. Do you agree with that?

A. [10:50:14] It'sa lie. That's not the truth. The Seleka never guaranteed the
security of the Boro neighbourhood. The Seleka never guaranteed the safety of the
inhabitants of the Boro neighbourhood.

Q. [10:50:41] Document 2 in the Defence binder, CAR-D30-0008-0092, page 0095,
again, this is an article. But in this article, it is quoted imam Naffi, who, according to
the article at least, said that after 5 December 2015, that the Muslim community
associated closely with the Seleka.

Do you agree with this citation from the imam?

A. [10:51:24] I don't know.
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Q. [10:51:41] Right. Now, I want to show you a very brief video. It is document
24 in the Defence binder, 2081-0973, 1:55:07 to 1:26. It is 49, CAR-OTP-2122-9226,
page 9229, line 44 to 51. I'm going to show you the video. And after that, | have
some questions I'd like to put to you. It's from 1:57 to 1.:2:56.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [10:52:29](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"The Muslims of BOSSANGOA, the new people of the ... People are Muslims and
it's -- the imam turns to one in -- to look for protection.

They attacked us. When we saw that the rebels are attacking us, we only have one
thing to say. Those who attack us, we'll deal with them. We only have one thing to
say about that."

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:52:59] It escaped my attention where the
footage -- do you know the date when the footage was taken?

MS PROULX: [10:53:11] I don't have it in my notes at the moment, Mr President, but
I will check over the break and let you know.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:53:15] Okay. Fine. Thank you.

Put your questions to the witness.

MS PROULX: [10:53:18](Interpretation)

Q. [10:53:20] Mr Witness, did you see that video? Do you maintain that the
Muslim community was not protected by the Seleka?

A. [10:53:39] Yes, I've just seen the video. What you showed me on this screen, |
saw, but where the video was taken, that's not in Boro. You're saying that the Seleka
protected the inhabitants of Boro, but the video, it's not taken in Boro.

| told you that there were some things like this that happened, but | wasn't aware of it.

Even the video that you show me today, it's the first time | see it today. But as
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1  presented, as far | know, it is not a video that was taken in Boro. | think it was taken

2 elsewhere. Perhaps at the residence * of the Prefect, but it wasn't Boro.

3 Q. [10:54:47] So you were not aware that the Seleka promised to protect the imam

4 and the Muslim community, is that correct?

5 A. [10:54:57] No, there was no soldiers there at the residence of the imam. You

6 can even carry out your own investigations and you'll realise that. You will realise

7  that no -- that there was no soldier at the residence of the imam. No one guaranteed

8 the protection of the imam. It's a lie.

9 Q. [10:55:44] I'm going to move on to the attack of 5 December 2013, Mr Witness.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:55:51] May I shortly. This is a completely new
11 issue?

12 MSPROULX: [10:55:56] Yes.

13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:55:58] I think we'll have the break then until
14 11.30.

15 THE COURT USHER: [10:56:03] All rise.

16  (Recess taken at 10.56 a.m.)

17  (Upon resuming in open session at 11.31 a.m.)

18 THE COURT USHER: [11:31:29] All rise.

19  Please be seated.

20 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:31:51] Good morning, Ms Knoops-Hamburger,
21  welcome to the courtroom again.

22 And Ms Proulx, you have still the floor, and I think we are in open session, yeah?
23 You will finish during this session?

24  MSPROULX: [11:32:08] Certainly.

25 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:32:13] (Microphone not activated)
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Excuse me. It depends a little bit on the time when you finish with the examination,
but we look what we can do in the afternoon and how long the lunch break will be
and so on, but we decide that on the spot.

Please, Ms Proulx.

MS PROULX: [11:32:35] (Interpretation)

Q. [11:32:35] Mr Witness, can you hear me?

A. [11:32:44] Yes, | can hear you well.

Q. [11:32:49] I would like us to move on to 5 December 2013. In your statement
you said very clearly that you yourself did not see the attack {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)}.

Can you tell us who this person is, really? Aishta Mahamat.

A. [11:33:31] Aishta Mahamat is no one to me. There's no relationship between
her and myself.

Q. [11:33:53] I did not suggest that there was any relationship between the two of
you. Isshe also known as Aichatou Mahamat?

A. [11:34:11] | know a certain Aishta Mahamat. | do not know any Aichatou.

Q. [11:34:30] Are you certain? | want to look at another paragraph because you --
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:34:47] Seventy.

MS PROULX: [11:34:48] (Interpretation) Yes, Mr President.

Q. [11:34:50] Yes, indeed it is paragraph 70. | don't want to talk about a particular
event because we are in public session and there's mention of Aichatou Mahamat. |
don't know whether it is the same person as Aishta that you mentioned in the other
paragraph.

A. [11:35:26] Aishta Mahamat is different from Aichatou.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:35:40] I think -- I'm not sure if we could mention
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this, the -- let's say the family relations of Aichatou Mahamat in open session.
Would this be possible? Then simply, I think --

Mr Witness, this Aichatou Mahamat in this paragraph 70 of your statement, you're
saying she is the daughter-in-law of Khadidja Adjaro, she's married to her son, Fadil
Gara.

So this is the Aichatou Mahamat you were talking about, yeah? Is this correct?
THE WITNESS: [11:36:14](Interpretation) Yes. It is indeed Aichatou and who is the
wife of Fadil Gara.

MS PROULX: [11:36:33] (Interpretation)

Q. [11:36:35] And just to be very clear, it is not Aishta Mahamat. Aishta Mahamat
is someone else, is that correct?

A. [11:36:51] Maybe there was an error in the spelling of the name. Aishta
Mahamat is different from the other person.

{ICR: (Redacted)}.

Q. [11:37:20] Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness. So {PFR: (Redacted)}.
Where was she at the time of the attack?

A. [11:37:33] Aishta Mahamat before that was at Boro, while | was at the Ecole
Liberté. Aishta Mahamat was amongst one of those who also sought refuge at the
Ecole Liberté during the attack.

Q. [11:38:10] So you're telling me that she herself saw and experienced that attack,
is that correct?

A.  [11:38:25] She was amongst the crowd of people who took refuge at the Ecole
Liberté. When guns were being fired, she heard the explosions {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)}. She was one of the crowd who took refuge. {PFR: (Redacted)} that

weapons were exploded towards Tanto (phon) at 55 kilometres. That is why she
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1  fled to the Ecole Liberté. | did not leave the school to see what was happening

2 outside.

3 Q. [11:39:17] You say that she was in the crowd, that she -- that came to the school.

4  Was she in the same group as the imam?

5 A, [11:39:32] There were three groups which took refuge at the school. She was in

6 the second group. The imam was in the third group that sought refuge at the Ecole

7  Liberté.

8 Q. [11:39:55] Very well, thank you, it is clearer now.

9 1 will refer now to Defence document number 40, CAR-OTP-2110- 1015, page 1019.
10  Itis ascreening note of the UNHCR -- or, rather, the UN Human Rights Commission,
11 and itis said that from certain sources, Seleka were attacked -- were informed of the
12 attack, and then they attacked the non-Muslim population of Bossangoa on the 5th, as
13 from 5a.m., in the market.
14  Did you know about these attacks perpetrated by the Seleka, or did you hear gunfire,
15  or did people tell you about that afterwards?
16 A. [11:41:08] No. |did not hear about that. When we were at the school, we did
17  not hear any gunfire or explosions at 5a.m. We heard explosions between 2 p.m., * 3
18 p.m., 4 p.m. from around ONAF. They approached the premises of the Ecole Liberté.
19 It was the soldiers of the FOMAC who pushed them back. They wanted to enter the
20  Ecole Liberté premises. It was the Congolese contingent there. They even sent their
21  chief to send the tanks and military vehicles with sirens to provide the security of the
22 camp. They're the ones who pushed back the assailants.
23 When the Anti-Balaka were close to the Ecole Liberté, they even killed a Congolese
24 soldier. We were asked to lie down on the floor. We were all lying down on the

25  floor, so they protected us. No refugee or displaced person was injured. The
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people who were outside were the ones who were injured and they were injured
before coming into the Ecole Liberté. But those of us who were already inside the
school, we were protected and nothing happened to us because the Congolese
protected us.

Q. [11:43:09] Mr Witness, I'll ask you to talk about the details of the attack, but I
will want you to wait for my question before giving such details.

In your statement, you say that in the morning of the attack, the Congolese contingent
of the FOMAC encountered the Anti-Balaka about to launch the attack. 1 would like
to know who told you about that.

A. [11:44:06] | was not a witness when they encountered each other. They came
and explained that to the imam. They had gone to the mosque. They did not find
him, so they went to the imam's house to talk it about -- to talk to him about it. They
asked the Boro Muslims to go and take refuge at the Ecole Liberté. The imam did not
agree. He felt he was innocent and he had not done anything to -- to -- that he had
done to anybody, so there was no reason for him to flee.

Other people, those who were not courageous, came in the first group, which came
and joined us in the camp and when the gunfire started being heard, the second
group came, and then the third group. They went to the imam's house to tell him to
go and take refuge at the Ecole Liberté for his own protection.

It was the members of the first group who came to join us at the Ecole Liberté who told
us about those events.

Q. [11:45:27] I think you have answered my question. So it was the first group
that came to the school. It was those people who told you that the contingent from
Congo had encountered the Anti-Balaka in the morning, is that correct?

A.  [11:45:53] The first group that came to the Ecole Liberté, it was not the Congolese
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who had asked them to come. The Congolese went to the imam's house to tell him
to go and take refuge at the school. And the people heard about it there. But we
had been at the Ecole Liberté for a long time prior to the 5th. | was already inside the
Ecole Liberté when the attack of the 5th took place.

Q. [11:46:38] Mr Witness, to your knowledge, did the FOMAC Congolese
contingent try to prevent the attack when they encountered the Anti-Balaka?

A. [11:47:06] No, I cannot know that. Did they try to prevent the attack? |
cannot know that. What | know is that the Balaka tried to attack us at the Ecole
Liberté and the FOMAC pushed them back. The tanks arrived and heavy weaponry
was used to push them back.

| was at the Ecole Liberté. 1 did not know what was happening outside the school.
What | know is that the Balaka tried to attack the Ecole Liberté and those who were
protecting us there, pushed them back.

Q. [11:47:52] You are saying that the Congolese went and alerted the imam about
the imminent attack. To your knowledge, did the imam inform the Muslim
population that there was an imminent attack?

A. [11:48:13] Yes. When they warned the imam, based on what | was told,
because when they went to the imam, | was not present, but what | heard is that they
talked to the imam. They warned the imam. And the first group went to the school.
| was not personally there when they went to the imam's house, but | heard about it.
That was told to me. It was not one or two, but all the people of the first wave of
arrivals talked about it.

Q. [11:49:13] Now, since the imam and the Muslim population were aware that an
attack was imminent, do you know why they waited for the attack to start before

seeking refuge at the school?

24.06.2022 Page 32



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-138-Red4-ENG CT WT 24-06-2022 33/80 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2453

A. [11:49:42] No, I do not know that. | was not present. | was not with them. |
do not know what they said amongst themselves. If | had been in the group, I
would have had that information, but there, | do not know.

Q. [11:50:08] In your statement, paragraph 64, you say that from the school, you
saw the Seleka in their vehicles rush towards the entry of the town on the Paoua road,
and around 11 a.m., you started hearing gunfire from that direction.

Do you agree with me that that information seems to indicate that the fighting started
at the checkpoint, at the entrance -- the north entrance to Bossangoa, the checkpoint
manned by the Seleka?

A. [11:51:00] Yes, the fighting started in that direction, indeed. The fighting
started at the checkpoint. Those who arrived told us that the first explosions or
sounds of gunfire came from the checkpoint, and then the fighting moved on towards
the Ecole Liberté.

Q. [11:51:33] To be sure, you say that you heard the first sounds of gunfire around
11 a.m., is that correct?

A. [11:51:46] We heard the first gunshots -- well, I've told you about it. When we
talk about 11 o'clock, 5 o'clock * (no, me), we heard the first gunshots as from noon, 1
p.m., 2 p.m., myself, personally, but the firing was from afar. It was not close to
where we were located.

And when I'm telling you that we heard gunshots close to the school, that was around
5p.m. So they had advanced to attack the Ecole Liberté, and the Congolese of the
FOMAC repulsed them.

| think that if FOMAC had not pushed them back, they would have exterminated
everyone. Fortunately, the Congolese were there and they repulsed them.

Q. [11:53:09] Mr Witness, in your statement, you say that you heard gunshots
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around 11 o'clock. Now you're saying, to clarify that, it was rather later than that.
Did I understand you well?

A. [11:53:39] It was around 12 o'clock, gunshots were heard from afar. But when
the gunshots came closer to us, it was at about -- it was at 5 p.m., and we understood
that the objective was to attack us at the school.

Fortunately, the Congolese pushed them back; otherwise, we would all be dead.
And we thank MISCA who kept us alive because in the school, there were no Seleka.
In the camp, there were no Seleka. Only civilians. So that is why we were
protected.

But they intended to come to the school to attack us, but were we Seleka, if we were
members of the Seleka, we would not have stayed in the camp to be protected. We
were not waging war. We were civilians. So we were in the camp to be protected.
So someone who does not want to be fighting has to find somewhere to protect
themselves. We took refuge at the school for our own protection. Fortunately,
those forces were there to protect us and that saved our lives.

Q. [11:55:17] If I understand you well, you have a lot to say, but we want to be
concise, so please be short in your answers.

We are talking about the attack and you are anticipating my questions.

Now, yesterday --

A. [11:55:43] Because you're asking me the same questions. You're asking me
absolutely the same questions and I'm giving you the same answers. I'm standing
by my statement. | do not have anything else to add.

Q. [11:56:01] Mr Witness, yesterday we talked about the Seleka bases, the mayor's
office, the prefect's house, and so on and so on -- SOCOCA and so on. Do you agree

with me, Mr Witness, that if the Anti-Balaka had come from the north, they would
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have absolutely crossed through the Boro districts and the Arabe neighbourhood, the
Fulbe neighbourhood, before arriving at the Ecole Liberté, which was at the centre. Is
that correct?

A. [11:56:54] I've already told you that there was no Seleka base in Boro. All the
positions that you have given were Seleka bases, but there was no Seleka base in Boro.
The Seleka had a checkpoint in PK50.

THE INTERPRETER: [11:57:23] If the Sango interpreter heard well.

THE WITNESS: [11:57:27] (Interpretation) But in the Boro neighbourhood itself,
there was no Seleka base.

MS PROULX: [11:57:37](Interpretation)

Q. [11:57:38] Mr Witness, that was not my question.

I'm not talking about Seleka in Boro. We said yesterday that the Seleka were in the
central town, but if -- what I'm saying is that if the Seleka came from the north, the
fighting started there, but if the -- if the Anti-Balaka had to come to the Seleka bases,
they had to pass through the Boro neighbourhood or district. Do you agree with
me?

A. [11:58:25] No, I do not agree with you. The Seleka bases, as you have indicated,
Boro and the Ecole Liberté were not very far from each other. Only a stream
separated the two. When the Balaka engaged in fighting with the Seleka at PK5, the
fighting continued through Boro to the town centre. When that fighting was taking
place, | was at the base or the Ecole Liberté, which was protected by the FOMAC. |
was not aware of what was happening outside.

Where the fighting was taking place, where it started, | cannot give you details about
that.

Q. [11:59:39] Mr Witness, based on information that we have, two documents,
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number 23, CAR-OTP-2081-0769, page 0785, and then document 25,
CAR-OTP-2084-2296, page 2297.

Based on that information, the heavily armed Seleka group -- there was a heavily
armed Seleka group that went in the direction of the imam's compound towards the
beginning of the attack. Did you hear about that?

A. [12:00:31] I have told you that | was at the school and everything that was
happening outside of the school, I did not know much about it. Everything
happening at the imam's residence was unknown to me. Did they go to the imam's
residence? | do not know. The person who made that statement maybe saw it,
there could be evidence of that, but personally | did not see it and | did not hear about
it, but the person who said that must have information about what happened.

Q. [12:01:27] I have other information saying that the Seleka blocked the road close
to the central mosque. Did you hear anything about that? | know you haven't seen
it, but did you hear anybody talk about it?

A. [12:01:46] At that time we were already at the Ecole Liberté. We didn't go out.

| don't know if somebody went out to see what was happening. | didn't hear anyone
talk about it. If I had gone there personally | would know, yes, but personally |
didn't go there to see what was happening, whether they blocked the road or not.
That is something | can't confirm. | wouldn't want to lie to the Court.

Q. [12:02:31] Mr Witness, | understand that you went there and you didn't see it
yourself, but despite that, you've given us a lot of information, to the OTP, which you
had through different sources, through discussions or which you heard. That's all
I'm asking you to do. If you heard anything about the examples I've given you. |
understand you weren't there. I'm not saying that you saw it yourself. What I'm

suggesting, Mr Witness, I'm asking you whether you heard about the fact that the
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Seleka came and met the Anti-Balaka and they clashed in the Boro neighbourhood
near the imam's residence, near the mosque. Did you hear anything about that?

A. [12:03:22] I'm repeating myself. It's the same question which comes up time
and time again. | haven't heard anything about this. | didn't see it personally.
Only those who went there could confirm that. You know, I'm a civilian. I'm not
going to go close to the soldiers to find out what they're saying amongst each other.
Q. [12:04:08] I just want to give you a reference, which | forgot, for the records, as
regards the Seleka who blocked the road at the mosque. That's document 46,
CAR-OTP-2118-9705, page 9707 and 97009.

Mr Witness, there's another individual who made a statement for the OTP and said
that some of the Boro Muslims were armed on the 5 December and that the Muslims
met with the Seleka that were armed and were prepared to defend Boro, and these
Muslims included women who were also armed.

Did you hear anything about that, Mr Witness?

A. [12:05:08] No, I didn't get such information. The person who was there, who
saw it, could confirm, but | wasn't present at such events. The person who told you
that the Muslims were armed and that the women were also armed, | cannot confirm
that. If that person was present and was amongst them, | can't confirm such
information.

Q. [12:05:58] I'm referring to document 50, CAR-OTP-2126-0175, page 0186 and
0187.

Mr Witness, perhaps you heard it said that Khadidja Adjaro was armed when the
attack took place?

A. [12:06:31] | didn't hear that. | heard it said that he died, that he passed away.

Whether he was armed, whether he had a weapon, | don't know. | don't even know
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where he's buried. | can't tell you with certainty or | can't confirm it.

Q. [12:06:57] There's a witness who made a statement to the OTP, this is

witness 2200. Itis tab 29 in our binder, CAR-OTP-2088-2146 and it's paragraph 57.
This witness was in the Boro neighbourhood at the beginning of the attack and said,
in the afternoon of 5 December, the Seleka distributed weapons to the Muslim
civilians, those who knew how to use them, so that they could defend themselves.
Do you know anything about this, Mr Witness?

A. [12:07:53] | don't know anything about this, but only that person can confirm
that and if they have evidence how the Seleka distributed arms to the civilians. As
far as I'm concerned, | don't know anything about it.

Q. [12:08:36] In your statement you said -- and | also think you said to the OTP on
Tuesday or Wednesday, | can't remember anymore, you said that the imam and the
group of people with him had to face gunshots when they were going to the école.
There's an individual who was part of this group and who made a statement to the
OTP, and it, again, is 2200, paragraph 44 of their statement. And when he made his
statement to the OTP, he didn't mention the gunshots, nor the fact that the persons of
the group were wounded by gunshot.

So I'm suggesting to you that this information is incorrect. Do you agree with that?
A. [12:09:30] When the imam and the others arrived, | didn't know anything, |
didn't know what had happened there. | couldn't know because | spoke about three
waves. They arrived in waves. There were wounded, whether there were no
wounded.  All the person said that if there were no wounded, | don't know. |
didn't know if what he said is true or not.

I have nothing to say about this.

Q. [12:10:18] I'd like to draw your attention to paragraph 65 of your statement, Mr

24.06.2022 Page 38



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-138-Red4-ENG CT WT 24-06-2022 39/80 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2453

1 Witness, where you state that the imam and his group left Boro and that the
2  Anti-Balaka came close and they started to shoot at them. And you said, when they
3 arrived at the school, some of them were wounded -- had gunshot wounds.
4  Did you see these people who had gunshot wounds?
5 A, [12:11:03] When the imam came into the camp, | didn't see him. 1 only saw him
6 later. I noticed that there were people who were wounded. When the explosion
7  took place, we others, we were lying down on the ground. It's only after the fighting,
8  after the explosions that we said that there were people -- or noticed that there were
9 people who were wounded. | don't know how they got their wounds.
10 I can't say more than that.
11 Q. [12:11:40] Would you like to modify paragraph 65 of your statement?
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:11:51] Mr Witness, where did you get the
13 information from that these injured -- you say --
14 THE WITNESS: [12:11:55] (Overlapping speakers)
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:11:56] -- these injured victims were all civilians.
16  Did you talk with these people afterwards?
17 THE WITNESS: [12:12:26](Interpretation) We were within the school. They arrived.
18  You have to understand that no armed person can enter the school. The FOMAC
19  contingent, the soldiers wouldn't allow it, but those who entered the camp were
20 civilians. There were some who were wounded, indeed. But amongst us who were
21 within the school, there was no one who bore arms.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:13:09] Mr Witness, we have understood that.
23 Butthe question is, you say here in this paragraph 65 that the Anti-Balaka were
24 approaching very close to them, and that the Anti-Balaka shot at them, and when they

25 arrived at the school, some of them had bullet wounds.
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So my question is, did you talk with these people who had the bullet wounds
afterwards? Did they tell you what happened? Or where did you get the
information from?

THE WITNESS: [12:13:58](Interpretation) | would like to go into private session.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:14:10] Absolutely, Mr Witness.

We go to private session.

(Private session at 12.14 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:14:16] We are in private session, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:14:43] You can answer now, Mr Witness. We
are in private session.

THE WITNESS: [12:14:48](Interpretation) Thank you for having given me the
chance to talk.

The people who sought refuge within the Ecole Liberté, in my statement, | said
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:16:06] Thank you, Mr Witness. This, of course,
had to be said in private session. Thank you that you reminded us.

And perhaps to clarify it even more, (Redacted)

(Redacted) Is this the way you got the

information that you provided to the Office of the Prosecutor?

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:17:36] | understand, Mr Witness. What you're
saying, that the Anti-Balaka -- by the time the imam and his crew had left Boro, the
Anti-Balaka were approaching and they started shooting at them. And the question
of Ms Proulx and also my question is, where did you get this information from? You
were not an eyewitness, you have underscored that. That's good that you do that,
but the information that the Anti-Balaka were shooting at them, where did you have
this information from?

THE WITNESS: [12:18:09](Interpretation) When we were within the school, the
persons who arrived, the displaced, it is they who said that the Anti-Balaka were
shooting at them. When we heard the explosions, we were told to lie down on the
ground. Ididn't see anything. | only got up after things had calmed down, and it's
only afterwards that we were allowed to go into the classrooms of the school.

So this information | received from those who had moved to enter the Ecole Liberté.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:19:24] Thank you, Mr Witness, for the
clarification.

Can we go back to open session? Yeah.

Back to open session.

(Open session at 12.19 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:19:37] We are back in open session, Mr President.
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MS PROULX: [12:19:51](Interpretation)

Q. [12:20:00] Mr Witness, Wednesday - in the transcript, the French version, in
page 90 - you said you heard gunshots but you didn't see who was shooting, is that
correct?

A. [12:20:20] There were explosions. There were war arms. But | couldn't see
who were the aggressors. | don't know who was shooting. | was lying down on
the ground. We were ordered to lie down on the ground, so | can't see what's
happening outside.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:20:49] I really have to say that it's a waste of
time to ask all and over and with different angles, | have to admit, the same question.
The witness has now - | don't know how many times - repeated that he was not an
eyewitness and when the witness has said on Wednesday that he heard explosions
and he did not know who was shooting, then we don't repeat this again to him.

The witness is perfectly aware when he is in the courtroom that he speaks the

truth -- that he has to speak the truth; so this is a waste of time.

MS PROULX: [12:21:32](Interpretation)

Q. [12:21:32] Mr Witness, Wednesday you said that you did not know if the
Anti-Balaka remained in the Boro neighbourhood or whether they entered the town
of Bossangoa. How could you know who came when, where did the shots come
from? Did they come from the Anti-Balaka or others? How do you know?

A. [12:21:52] I didn't know, | was within the school. What happened outside, is
something | don't know. If | was outside, then | would know. There were
explosions and there were war arms. Whether it was the Seleka or the Anti-Balaka, |
can't know. | wasn't an eyewitness. |didn't see it for myself. A person can hear

the explosions of the war arms without seeing who was -- who was causing the
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shooting.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:22:41] Well, | have to recognise that, obviously,
the remarks by the Presiding Judge are not taken serious. How many times does the
witness have to repeat where he has his information from and not from?

MS PROULX: [12:22:55](Interpretation)

Q. [12:23:08] You don't know where the Anti-Balaka came from, where they were,
who was shooting. You said there were {ICR: (Redacted)} that

day after an attack of several hours.

How can you say, as you said on Wednesday, that the Anti-Balaka were shooting at
everything that moved, which you said in one of your paragraphs?

A. [12:23:44] It is because of the wounded {ICR: (Redacted)} who said

that it was the Anti-Balaka who shot at them. | didn't see them with my own eyes.
The wounded knew who had shot at them. | was in an enclave. | was under
protection. So | couldn't know what was happening outside.

Q. [12:24:25] You said, Mr Witness, two women, Fane Adjaro and Aichatou
Mahamat, were there when the attack took place. | want to know how you know it
was the Seleka.

A. [12:24:43] Thank you. Aishta Mahamat came within the second group, that's
what | said. Aichatou, the wife of Fadil Gara, arrived later. She arrived later.
What happened to her, | don't know anything about that.

As Aishta Mahamat {ICR: (Redacted)}, it was a confidence between women, and she
said what had happened to her. Aishta Mahamat is different from Aichatou
Mahamat. {ICR: (Redacted)}. Isaw herchat. {PFR:(Redacted)

(Redacted)} {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)}.

{PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

Q. [12:26:25] My guestions are very specific, and time is running out. So please
keep your answers brief.

In paragraph 70 of your statement, you said:

The next day of the attack, the Seleka had two women who were with Koursi
Abdelrahim when he was killed.

And | want to know where you got this information that the Seleka rescued two
women who were with Koursi Abdelrahim?

A. [12:26:54] The women themselves, they were the ones who told us about the
events. The women brought the body and they told us what had happened. They
told us the facts.

Q. [12:27:15] Thank you. That's very clear.

You said in your statement that you didn't know Fane Adjaro, so you didn't discuss
with her at that time, is that correct?

A. [12:27:38] | didn't chat Fane Adjaro. We saw each other at a distance, but we
weren't any particular relationship. We weren't very close.

{PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

{PFR: (Redacted)} {ICR: (Redacted)}.

{PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)} {ICR: (Redacted)
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(Private Session)

(Redacted)}, {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

{ICR: (Redacted)} --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:29:03] Thank you.

THE WITNESS: [12:29:05](Interpretation) -- {ICR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)}.
MS PROULX: [12:29:19] Mr President, can we go briefly into private session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:29:26] Private session.
(Private session at 12.29 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:29:31] We are in private session, Mr President.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MS PROULX:
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:
(Open session at 12.36 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER:

MS PROULX:

24.06.2022

(Private Session)

[12:36:28](Interpretation)

ICC-01/14-01/18

[12:35:58] Mr President, we can go back into open session.

[12:36:04] Open session.

[12:36:10] We are back in open session, Mr President.
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Q. [12:36:32] Mr Witness, there was another witness who told us that the Ecole
Liberté was a closed area and everyone could hear others talk about their stories. |
would like to know, given that there was a lot of information shared by people who
had taken refuge at the Ecole Liberté, do you think whether -- do you think there was
that much information or there were exaggerations that you heard about?

A.  [12:37:24] We were, indeed, in the closed compound of the Ecole Liberté. It is
true that there were people discussing in groups, or just two people, and if the
discussion did not interest me, | was not part of it. And if the person said something
and provided evidence, there was no problem.

So | did not hear any talk about that.

| cannot come before the Court and say the opposite, because if I'm asked for evidence,
I will be unable to provide it. I'm here before the Court, | took an oath, and | cannot
accuse anyone. And if | accuse or harm anyone, | will be judged guilty on the day of
the last judgment.

So I am saying what | heard or saw, and what | did not hear or see, | do not talk
about.

Q. [12:38:46] | would like to talk about your notes. You said that when you met
the OTP in 2019 - on page 106 of transcript, T-136 - you said that you did not have
your original notes with you. So you took a new sheet of paper and rewrote your
notes on it. Did | understand correctly? You rewrote your notes from memory, is
that correct?

A. [12:39:36] No, I did not rewrite them from memory.

When we were at the Ecole Liberté, there were people whose relatives had been killed.
So sometimes we would go to assist the bereaved people. And when you go to

present your condolences, you hear about the circumstances of the death. But I did
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1 not have that information from any group or from discussions, because, according to
2 Muslim laws, when there is a death in a Muslim family, you go there to present your
3 condolences to the wife or relatives of the deceased person, and you try to have
4  information on the circumstances of the death. But it was not in a group in which
5 we had discussions that | got that information from.
6 Q. [12:40:50] Maybe my question was not clear. I'm talking about the notebook.
7  You said Wednesday, that you wrote down notes in 2013, but you also said that
8 in--thatin 2019, when you met with the OTP -- investigators of the OTP, and | quote
9 you:
10 1 did not have my notes with me. | took a clean sheet of paper and wrote down
11 notes, and it was on the basis of that that | gave them explanations.
12 Do you stand by that?
13 A. [12:41:41] During that period, | had a notebook, some sort of diary where |
14 wrote down everything that was happening. When we arrived here, it was in one of
15 mybags. 1did not take that diary with me when | left. This means that what was
16 inthe diary, | recopied it in on a plain sheet of paper and it was that clean sheet of
17  paper that | presented.
18 Q. [12:42:30] Now, in that new sheet of paper, did you change anything? Did you
19 add anything or subtract anything that had been in the original notebook of 2013?
20 A. [12:43:09] No, I did not add nor subtract any information. | told you at the
21  beginning of my testimony that my intention is not to harm or accuse anybody or to
22 lie. I'mtelling you what I saw, and you would have realised that every time | say
23 something to you, I tell you that | saw or heard. 1did not make any comments. |
24 did not give any additions.

25  Sointhis Court, if I'm asked specific questions, | will say so if | do not have any
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evidence.

Q. [12:44:06] One of the pages of your notebook is document 54,
CAR-OTP-2135-2660. And on that page, you have written: "Caporal
KEMA-FLORENT GP," member of parl- -- member of parliament for Bowaye
currently. Do you agree with me that Kema Florent was not the MP for Bowaye in
2013, Mr Witness?

A. [12:44:53] Yes, indeed. In 2013, Caporal Kema Florent was not yet a deputy or
MP. When we left Bossangoa town and we went to Chad, he decided to run as

a candidate for a member of parliament for Nana-Bakassa. And when we were at
the Ecole de Liberté, the MP for Nana-Bakassa was Ngaissona, Edouard. So during
that period, Kema Florent was not yet a member of parliament.

Q. [12:45:54] In your notebook, when you met in April -- now, given that you had
your notebook, why did you make photocopies of your notebook rather than present
the original book itself?

A. [12:46:25] When we left, | did not have an android phone. | could not take any
photographs. | believe that in that conflict situation, there was no one to take
photographs. So when we were leaving, | wrote that down on a sheet of paper.
That is why | did -- that is because | did not have photographs.

Now, currently, it is possible to take photographs with android phones, but during
that period, it was not possible.

Q. [12:47:20] Mr Witness, you explained that -- on Wednesday, that no weapon
could come into the Ecole Liberté, and you said it during your testimony. We have

a statement of someone who was also in the Ecole Liberté in 2013, and that person said
that when Sangaris arrived, they disarmed armed people who were at the school,

taking refuge.
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1  So do you agree that it was possible that armed people could have been there, even if
2 it was prohibited?
3 A, [12:48:12] Thatis alie. Itis notthe truth. The Sangaris did not disarm anyone
4 within the school compound. Anyone who was bearing a weapon could not come
5 into the school compound. The Sangaris were there to protect the civilians who
6  were there.
7  They were also protecting civilians at the bishopric. So to say that there were armed
8  people in the school compound is a white lie. FOMAC could not have accepted that.
9 If there were people bearing weapons, FOMAC and Sangaris would have carried out
10 investigations to determine that or realise that. So to say that there were armed
11 people within the school compound, | am not sure.
12 I'm asking you to carry out an investigation, ask questions to the Sangaris elements
13 who were there, to the Congolese contingent members who were there. Did they
14  ever have to disarm people who were bearing weapons within the compound? They
15 can tell you.
16  Now, if this person said that Sangaris people disarmed people, it is only binding on
17 him. And if what he said is true, the Sangaris soldiers would be able to confirm that
18 toyou. Sohow canyou imagine that the Sangaris elements were there to provide
19  security in the school; whereas, there were armed people inside the school?
20  I'm telling you that this is a pure lie.
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:50:15] It is not directly connected but, Mr
22 Vanderpuye, it just came to my mind, very often during these proceedings, {PFR:
23 (Redacted)
24  (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)}
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MR VANDERPUYE: [12:50:40] {PFR: (Redacted)}. There's a -- probably a longer
explanation | can give you, but | don't know that it would be appropriate in open
session or maybe --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:50:53] It would be interesting. Actually, I
thought so. But we can also say the result is, since | don't see them on the witness
list, to no avail.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:51:00] Yes, the result is -- had been to no avail, indeed.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:51:04] Thank you very much.

Excuse me, Ms Proulx.

MS PROULX: [12:51:15](Interpretation) Just the reference. It comes from P-2200,
document 29, CAR-OTP-2088-2146, paragraph 63.

Q. [12:51:32] We are almost finished, Mr Witness, for this morning.

On Wednesday, page 92, and on page -- and in your statement, you said that the
Chadian members of -- who were refugees, were at the Ecole Liberté, but they returned
to Chad. AnNd later on, there were Central Africans who also were taken -- I'm sure
you understand.

Now, did you mean that, apart from the 517 Central Africans, the other people, the
refugees at the Ecole Liberté, were Chadians who returned to their country? Is that
what you said?

A. [12:52:38] Yes, that is what said.

When we were at the Ecole Liberté, from the 5th, we did not have ourselves registered.
We were all together. There were convoys of trucks that came from Chad to take
away the Chadian citizens. During that time, there was a representative, a consul,
who was taking care of that community and when the Chadians were evacuated to

Chad, the rest of us remained at the school. We were worried. We wanted to get
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out of there. We wanted to leave that place.

During that time, there was OCHA, MSF and UNICEF. They asked to take a census
of all the people who were there. That is how come, after the census, they
determined that there were 517 of us. Those who had come with the vehicles
evacuated us to Chad, right to the border. We were escorted by the Cameroonian
contingent.

Upon arrival at the border, we were welcomed. We were stationed under a tree.
Near a hospital, there was a big tree, and they left us there. There was also

a gendarmerie station nearby. They constructed houses {ICR: (Redacted)}, and it
was in that {ICR: (Redacted)} that we were settled.

Q. [12:55:13] One last subject - | don't have very much else -

if possible, please describe to us the appearance of the Anti-Balaka, how they
appeared, how they were dressed and their headgear. Can you describe them to us,
please.

A. [12:55:47] What description do you want me to do?

When | was still at the Ecole Liberté, | did not have the opportunity to see them. Even
when we were travelling to Chad, we did not come across them.

Q. [12:56:13] Mr Witness, so how is it possible for you to know that someone is an
Anti-Balaka rather than a Seleka or a Christian civilian?

A. [12:56:29] The difference that | can make -- well, you know | did not see a Balaka
element with my own eyes, specifically in Bossangoa town. Not to lie to you, | never
saw a Balaka element with my own eyes.

During the fighting, | was already a refugee in the camp. Such questions were put to
me yesterday, and, today, you're asking me the same question. How is it possible

for me to describe someone that | did not see? It is not possible for me to give you
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such a description.

Q. [12:57:24] No problem, Mr Witness.

If | understand your testimony, you indeed saw Anti-Balaka, but elsewhere from
Bossangoa.

Now, | will show you a 30-minute -- a 30-second video, that is, document 41 in the
Defence list, CAR-OTP-2112-1385. There is a transcript, but it is not important. The
important thing is the images.

MS PROULX: [12:58:12] (Interpretation) Play it to the witness, please, from 00
seconds to 31 seconds, and after that, I will have a question to put to the witness.
(Viewing of the video excerpt)

Q. [12:59:11] Mr Witness, did you see that video?

A. [12:59:21] Yes, | saw it.

Q. [12:59:24] Mr Witness, there is a person from Bossangoa who saw Anti-Balaka in
Bossangoa, and that person testified here some time ago, and that witness told us that
the people that are seen in this video footage resemble the Anti-Balaka a lot.

Based on your knowledge, would you agree with that person?

A. [13:00:05] Thank you. I did not see the person from the beginning, but after
you have shown me the video, you are asking me the question. | did not see these
people, but today, you are -- and | did not meet them, but you are asking me today
who they resemble.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:00:42] | think we have to stop this here. The
witness is not able to describe the Anti-Balaka or identify them.

MS PROULX: [13:00:54] Indeed, Mr President. That was the end of my
examination.

(Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Witness, for answering my questions these last two
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days. Thank you.

(Speaks English) You asked us earlier for the dates of a video.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:01:24] Yes.

MS PROULX:  [13:01:25] We have been looking for it, and we asked the help of our
colleagues from the Office of the Prosecutor, we haven't yet found the date of the
video, but we will aim to put it on the record as soon as possible. Thank you.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:01:35] Thank you.

Mr Witness, this concludes your testimony. On behalf of the Chamber, | would like
to thank you for coming to this Court, for testifying, for answering all these questions
over several days that brought terrible memories back to you. And the Chamber
thanks you that you assisted us in the determination of the truth. We wish you

a safe trip back, and we wish you well.

THE WITNESS: [13:02:27](Interpretation) Thank you very, very much. Thank you.
My regards to everyone.

Once again, | wish that God should protect you and your family, and | wish that God
should also protect everyone in the room.

| would like to thank you for the work that we are doing together and that God
should give you the strength to continue doing that work and that that work should
be fruitful.

| would also like to thank all those who came from my country to assist me. | also
wish that God should protect them and their families, and those who have travelled,
that they should be protected and travel safely.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [13:03:41] Thank you, Mr Witness.

This concludes this session. We continue at 2.30 with the next witness. | think it's

1962.
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1 (The witness is excused)
2  THE COURT USHER: [13:04:02] All rise.
3 (Recesstaken at 1.04 p.m.)
4  (Upon resuming in open session at 2.39 p.m.)
5 THE COURT USHER: [14:39:05] All rise.
6  The International Criminal Court is now in session.
7  Please be seated.
8 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:39:28] Good afternoon.
9 Insofar as we have new personnel, so to speak, on the side of the parties, perhaps you
10 can introduce them.
11 You are essentially the same, Mr Vanderpuye, but you have lost one. Okay.
12 Then for the victims' representatives, it's also the same, | think.
13 But Ms Dimitri is back. Please.
14 MSDIMITRI: [14:39:51] Good afternoon, Mr President. Mr Yekatom is still in the
15  courtroom and he is represented by our new intern, Alexandra Baer.
16  Ms Anta Guissé, who was there this morning, is still with us this afternoon. We
17  have Daniela Mvoungou Police, Mr Gyo Suzuki and myself, Myléne Dimitri.
18 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:09] Yes.
19  And Mr Knoops' team has also a little bit changed or is amended, so to speak.
20 MR KNOOPS: [14:40:17] Just, Mr President, reinforced by
21  Ms Sara Pedroso.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:20] Exactly.
23 MR KNOOPS: [14:40:21] The remainder of the team is the same composition as this
24 morning.

25 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:23] Yeah, it did not escape our attention.
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1  Thank you very much.
2 And we have a new witness in the courtroom. This is Prosecution Witness P-1962.
3 Mr Witness, good afternoon. Can you hear and understand me well?
4  WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962
5  (The witness speaks Sango)
6  (The witness gives evidence via video link)
7  THE WITNESS: [14:40:53](Interpretation) I can hear you very well. And | would
8 like to also greet you.
9 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:59] Well, the witness has said something.
10 I think he understands me, but | have the same -- well, | don't know why |
11 always -- why somebody switches me to Chinese constantly; so I'm getting suspicious.
12 So, okay. Then we can continue.
13 Mr Witness, on behalf of the Chamber, | would like to welcome you to the courtroom.
14  You are called to testify to assist this Chamber in the case of Mr Yekatom and
15 Mr Ngaissona. | also note | have been informed that Mr Mamadou Lamine
16  Diarrassouba is present.
17 THE WITNESS: [14:41:49](No interpretation)
18 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:41:49] Yes.
19  And Mr Diarrassouba is appointed legal adviser for the witness pursuant to Rule 74
20  of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence. Welcome also, Mr Diarrassouba.
21 Mr Witness, whenever you think there is a need to confer with your legal adviser,
22  please let us know. There might be questions put to you that might tend to
23 incriminate you. In these cases, you can answer the questions or you can refuse to
24 answer them, and, to inform your decision, you can consult with your legal adviser

25  for that purpose.
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Do you understand, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: [14:42:39](Interpretation) | have understood you only too well.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:42:43] Thank you.

Actually we don't expect too many of these issues, but they might, at least, come up
and for that reason, we have given to your side and to your assistance, a legal adviser.
Mr Witness, protective measures are put in place to ensure that your identity is not
revealed to the public, and we are speaking here of face distortion, which means that
nobody outside this courtroom can see you, and voice distortion, nobody can
recognise your voice. And, furthermore, we are using a pseudonym, that is the
reason why | address you with "Mr Witness" and not with your full name.

Mr Witness, there should be a card on the desk in front of you with a solemn
undertaking to tell the truth. Could you please read out loud the content of this
card.

THE WITNESS: [14:43:54](Interpretation) | solemnly declare that | shall speak the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:44:02] Thank you, Mr Witness. You are now
under oath. And as you have sworn now, you have to tell us everything you know,
and, what you know and what you tell us has to be the truth.

Before we start with your testimony, a practical matter that | would like to address
with you. You see and recognise that everything we say here in the courtroom is
interpreted and to allow the interpreters to follow what you are saying, please speak
at a relatively slow pace, not too quick, and please wait a couple of seconds until you
answer a question. So do not step immediately in when the person who asks you
has finished speaking. | think you understand that.

Thank you very much, Mr Witness. With that, we can -- we can start with your
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testimony.

Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:44:58] Thank you very much, Mr President. Good
afternoon to you, your Honours. Good afternoon to everyone.

QUESTIONED BY MR VANDERPUYE:

Q. [14:45:10] And good afternoon to you, Mr Witness.

We met briefly just the other day, but let me reintroduce myself. My name is
Kweku Vanderpuye, and I'm representing, together with my colleagues, the Office of
the Prosecutor today in your examination. | hope -- I've estimated it to be about
three hours, but | hope | can do it in less time than that. So we'll give that -- we'll
give that a try.

As the Presiding Judge indicated, you have protective measures. But I'm hoping to
be able to do some amount of your testimony in open session or public session, as
long as it does not reveal your identity. So I've tried to organise the examination in a
way that minimises that possibility, and, certainly, just to reassure you, if ever there is
a lapse, there is a mechanism that is available to make sure that no unnecessary
information, private information or identifying information escapes. So I just want
to give you that assurance.

To the extent that we proceed in open session, there are, as the Presiding Judge will
decide, there is a possibility to proceed in private session where it's appropriate.

And to the extent that that is necessary, I'll ask the Presiding Judge to do that. And
you can also raise that yourself, as well as with your counsel, if you feel that to give a
complete answer to a question might identify you. But that's sort of the idea.

If there's anything that | ask you that's not clear, just let me know and | will try to

rephrase it in a way that we can better understand one another.
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As the Presiding Judge also pointed out, we are going through a series of interpreters
and so, with respect to that as well, there is the possibility that questions | put to you
may not reach you in the way | intended and, likewise, answers you might provide
which may not arrive to us in the way that you intended. So we may have to clarify
a few things.

As also the Presiding Judge pointed out, you have your counsel next to you. | think
it's Maitre Diarrassouba. And your lawyer is there to assist you. Should you need
to consult with your lawyer, let us know as well so that the Presiding Judge and the
Chamber can rule on what to do in those circumstances, and if ever to grant the
request and to proceed in that way.

So, now that was a long list of stuff, but I'd like to get started with some biographical
information.

So with your leave, Mr President, if we could go to private session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:14] Yes.

Well, there is no information that could be more identifying as this, and because of
that we of course go, but shortly for the audience, | assume, to private session.
(Private session at 2.48 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [14:48:28] We are in private session, Mr President.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:48:47] Thank you.

Q. [14:48:49] Mr Witness, we're now in private session, so I'll ask you to please
state your full name for the record.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:49:15] It seems as if the -- we didn't --

THE WITNESS: [14:49:21](Interpretation) My name is (Redacted)

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:49:33]

Q. [14:49:34] Thank you. What is your date of birth?
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[14:49:46] | was born on (Redacted)
[14:49:58] Where were you born?
[14:50:02] I was born in (Redacted)

[14:50:17] Is that where you were raised?

> O » O »

[14:50:33] I grew up in (Redacted)

THE INTERPRETER: [14:50:43] And the rest of the answer was not understandable.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:50:47] But that's what we wanted to know.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:50:49] Yes, that's what we wanted to know. That's right.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:50:52] Yeah, exactly.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:50:53]

Q. [14:50:54] Can you tell us what your ethnicity is and what your religion is.

A. [14:51:18] | am (Redacted) and | am a Christian, a Catholic.

Q. [14:51:34] Thank you. | have a couple of questions I'd like to ask you,
hopefully briefly. Since your interview with the Office of the Prosecutor, have you
been contacted by anyone in relation to your potential cooperation or testimony as a
witness in this case?

A. [14:52:20] No, I wasn't approached by anybody.

Q. [14:52:27] Very good. I'd like to ask you a few questions, and these are very
brief, regarding your past associations or activities.

From your statement | understand that you were (Redacted)

(Redacted). That's correct, isn't it?

A. [14:53:04] Yes, indeed. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Private Session)

(Redacted)

Q. [14:54:13] Thank you. And you remained in the Anti-Balaka through
(Redacted); is that right?

A. [14:54:33] That is correct. From 2014 to 2016 | was a member of the Anti-Balaka
movement.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. [14:57:17] All right.  What I'd like to do is to -- | think | can go into open session
| think so.

just to ask some -- some few questions about the statement.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:57:27] Yeah. Yeah. 1thinksotoo. Thiswas

a little bit longer, but it made sense, so you prepare a little bit, so we have, perhaps,
the chance to be more often in open -- in open session. But for now we go to open

session.
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(Open session at 2.57 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [14:57:43] We are back in open session, Mr President.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:58:05] Thank you.

Q. [14:58:08] Mr Witness, we're now in open session, so just be mindful of that. I'll
try to remain mindful of it as well.

I'd like to ask you some questions about the statement that you provided to the
investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor in 2018.

First, do you remember meeting with the office -- investigators of the Office of the
Prosecutor in January 2018?

A. [14:58:38] Yes, indeed. | did meet with them in the period you indicated.

Q. [14:58:56] And do you recall providing a -- well, an interview and the statement
to those investigators over the course of several days in January, from 27 through 30
of January to be more exact?

A. [14:59:18] | remember that only too well. That is correct.

Q. [14:59:42] And was the purpose of that meeting or interview to find out the
information you had regarding the conflict in the Central African Republic,
principally which had taken place between 2012 through 2014?

A. [15:00:24] Yes, that was it, indeed.

Q. [15:00:31] All right. And you were asked questions regarding the Anti-Balaka
and the Seleka, as well as about Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaissona, with respect to the
crisis that unfolded in that period; is that -- is that fair to say?

A. [15:01:01] That is correct.

Q. [15:01:05] When you were interviewed in January 2018, | take it you were
informed that it was important for you to tell the truth; is that your understanding?

A. [15:01:28] Correct. |swore to tell the truth and I told the truth.
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Q. [15:01:41] You were also interviewed in February of 2018, do you recall that?

A. [15:01:57] Yes, | do remember.

Q. [15:02:14] That interview was also over some several days between 21 and

23 February. Was your understanding the same, that you were to tell the truth, and,
the subject matter, the same, that it was about the crisis and the roles of Mr Ngaissona,
Mr Yekatom and others within the Anti-Balaka and Seleka movement at that time as
well?

A. [15:02:56] Yes. But the questions focused on Mr Ngaissona.

Q. [15:03:10] Very good. AnNd you provided truthful and complete answers to the
guestions that were posed to you; is that -- is that right?

A. [15:03:40] Yes, everything that | said in my statement is consistent with the
truth.

Q. [15:03:53] Thank you. And you had an opportunity to review your statements
just recently as they were provided to you by the Victims and Witnesses Unit of the
Court. And I understand that you made certain corrections to it --

A. [15:04:10] (Overlapping speakers)

Q. [15:04:21] Go ahead, please.

A. [15:04:24] That is correct.

Q. [15:04:26] Okay.

Just for the record, Mr President, | believe the corrections have been registered under
CAR-OTP-2135-3718. It may be worth it to put it on the screen just to show it to the
witness, and we can move maybe a bit quicker.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:04:51] Yeah, I think so.

Do we have a reference? CAR-OTP -- actually, | don't have any here. Then we can

make it in --
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MR VANDERPUYE: [15:05:26] We can just go through it. There are only three.

Q. [15:05:30] So, Mr Witness, we have a document here that was provided by the
Victims and Witnesses Unit, which appears to be signed by you. There are
corrections that were made to three paragraphs in the statement.

First, do you recall making corrections, those -- making three corrections with regard
to the statements you read?

A. [15:06:07] Yes, that is true. I'm the one who made those corrections.

Q. [15:06:14] And I don't want to go into the substance of the corrections as we're in
open session, but did you sign the document that -- on which you made corrections?
A. [15:06:37] Yes, | signed it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:06:41] I think -- they don't seem to be so
substantial. And if parties want to address it during their examination, of course, no
problem with that.

A further remark, I think it -- these corrections have been made by the witness himself
in his own handwriting, which avoids problems that we had already with other
witnesses. Potential problems.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:07:10] Thank you very much for that, Mr President.

| think in that case -- although I'm looking for the ERN number that | announced into
the record -- in the record. | don'tseeit. Inany event--ah, we haveit. | seethe
document now, in fact.

Q. [15:07:31] Okay. Can you see that, Mr Witness?

A. [15:07:42] Yes, | can see it.

Q. [15:07:45] All right. And can you confirm at the bottom -- first of all, that that's
your handwriting, and at the bottom, that that's your signature?

A. [15:08:02] Yes, | am the one who signed it.
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Q. [15:08:08] Taking into account the corrections that you made, do your
statements, in the course of your interviews from January 2018 and February 2018,
fairly and accurately reflect what you said or meant to say in your interviews? And
do you stand by them as evidence in this case?

A. [15:08:48] Yes, | confirm it.

Q. [15:08:55] Do you have any objection to the Chamber considering your
statements, subject to the corrections you made, as evidence in this case?

A. [15:09:08] I have no objection. | accept it.

Q. [15:09:29] Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:09:30] Perhaps you state the ERNSs for the record,
and then | make the usual, so to speak, the usual declaration.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:09:37] Thank you for the reminder, Mr President.

The first statement from January is at tab 14, CAR-OTP-2068-0037. And that's the
English version. The French version -- or, rather, translation is CAR-OTP-2104-0656,
and that's at tab 31.

The second statement is at tab 23 in the English, CAR-OTP-2071-0003. And the
translation into French is at tab 33, CAR-OTP-2107-6808. And the correction that the
witness signed is CAR-OTP-2135-3718.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:10:42] Thank you.

So the requirements for Rule 68(3) are fulfilled with the corrections made by the
witness, and of course, relating to the statements you have mentioned,

Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:10:56] Thank you, Mr President.

| think | have to go into private session, hopefully briefly, for this next --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:11:07] Private session.
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MR VANDERPUYE: [15:11:08] -- question.

(Private session at 3.11 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:11:25] We are in private session, Mr President.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:11:28] Thank you.

Q. [15:11:31] Mr Witness, | just wanted to ask you just a couple of questions
regarding the structure of the coordination in Boda (Redacted). |

want to show you a document first. That is at CAR-OTP-2071-0093. It's at tab 25.
And we'll need to go to page 0148.

| think we have it on the screen now. Can you see it?

A. [15:12:49] | can see it.

Q. [15:13:01] In the heading, it indicates "Composition du Bureau des Anti-Balaka",
and | think that says "Boda" on the right.

| wanted to ask you about this structure. Is it the structure that was in place at the
time that the coordination in Boda was set up, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. [15:13:41] Yes, that is correct.

Q. [15:13:47] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

A. [15:14:03] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. [15:14:36] That's very helpful.

If we could go to the bottom of the page, we can see that there is a designation for a
chefs des section. These are six sections, which | think you indicated on a map which
was attached to your statement. Is that right? Is that what this corresponds to?

A. [15:15:20] That is true.

24.06.2022 Page 66



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-138-Red4-ENG CT WT 24-06-2022 67/80 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962

Q. [15:15:26] Just one other question on this.

Maybe we can zoom out a little bit.

(Private Session)

ICC-01/14-01/18

Is the structure that we see here set up in a -- in a hierarchical manner?

A. [15:16:00] Yes, it is a hierarchical command structure.

Q. [15:16:05] Okay. And do you know if the Anti-Balaka coordination, the

National Coordination, was set up in a hierarchical structure?

A. [15:16:46] (Redacted)

(Redacted). That is different from the National Coordination.

(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3  (Redacted)
4  (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9 Q. [15:21:49] Okay. I think we can go into open session.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:21:55] Yes, we go to open session.
11 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:21:58] I think so.
12 Q. [15:22:04] In your statement at paragraph --
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:22:07] A little bit too quick, Mr Vanderpuye.
14 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:22:11] Oh, sorry, sorry.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:22:16] There was no announcement.
16  (Open session at 3.22 p.m.)
17 THE COURT OFFICER: [15:22:21] We are back in open session, Mr President.
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:22:23] Thank you.
19 Q. [15:22:24] In your statement of January 2018, at paragraph 147, you identify
20 someone in a video by the name of Brice Kamba and you refer to him in a couple of
21  still photos that are annexed to your statement, and his name also appears in a
22  document that you provided at tab 25, which | referred to a little bit earlier.
23 1 would like to show you a video, which you may have seen, and | think this can be
24 broadcast, and then I'll ask you some questions about it, I still -- I think still in open

25 session. Butwe can certainly show the video, and please have a look at it.
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Let me give the references, | guess. So | have it at 27:51 through 29:11 or so. And
then the transcript reference - and that's at tab 8, the -- tab 34 is the transcript and it
should be CAR-OTP- -- wait a minute, let me start again. The video is at tab 8,
CAR-OTP-2058-0573. The transcript is at CAR-OTP-2118-0420 at tab 34, the
reference will be, should be, at ERN page 0434, lines 542, through ERN lines 574.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:24:17] And since we are already at mentioning
ERN numbers, the correct ERN number of the last document was -- it was at tab 17,
CAR-OTP-2068-0075.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:24:34] Thank you, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:24:41] Which channel will it be appearing, court
officer? Which channel? Okay, at evidence 2.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:24:56] Are we ready in the booth?

THE INTERPRETER: [15:25:01] From the interpreters: We need the next page.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:25:06] All right. That might be more helpful. It would be
ERN 0435 and it should be through -- line 574.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:25:33] From the interpreters: Can it be scrolled back up?
(Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"It is possible for the Christians and the Muslims to live together? It is impossible,
we cannot. Even to greet each other, that is how itis. For me, it's to kill Muslims, to
kill Muslims. We take that and we cut. You want to cut the -- to kill the Muslims or
what? I'm sorry, [...] the Muslims leave, we do not have the problems -- problems
with them. Even Muslim children will behave like Muslim fathers. There are no
difference -- there is no difference. What they have done there -- for the time being

our families, everybody, is in the bushes with our children, even the small children
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are in the bushes because of Muslims. They have burnt -- they have burnt our house.
Someone, when you have problems with them, not only do you fight with them, you
burn their house."

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:27:07] Thank you. And thanks to the interpreters.

Q. [15:27:12] Mr Witness, | hope -- | didn't ask before, but | hope you were able to
see the video and hear it.

A. [15:27:28] Yes, | was able to watch the video.

Q. [15:27:36] The language that you heard that was being used by Brice Kamba, is
that language that you heard being used by other members of the Anti-Balaka? In
your interactions with them?

A. [15:27:53] Yes, it is this type of language that everybody was using.

Q. [15:28:16] When you say "everybody was using" it, who do you mean?

A. [15:28:33] But I'm referring here to the Anti-Balaka. Even the population too
were using this type of language.

Q. [15:28:49] Was this type of language being used among Anti-Balaka elements,
commanders, coordinators, to your knowledge?

MS DIMITRI:  [15:29:10] Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:29:12] Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [15:29:13] The question is extremely general and the probative value
in the sense that -- what's the foundation? Did he hear all of them speak?

Maybe we could be more precise, "Who did you specifically hear using that
language?"

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:29:27] Well -- but he was in the Anti-Balaka, so
| think it's -- we can make it more precise, but -- so | think what Mr Vanderpuye

wants to know from the witness is, if this type of language we have heard here was
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1  used - when you say, | think by "everyone" - does this refer to also the whole
2 hierarchy of the Anti-Balaka? You mean, from the foot soldiers further up, or is this
3 awrong understanding?
4  THE WITNESS: [15:30:11](Interpretation) No, the leaders were not using such
5 language. It was just the subordinate elements who used this sort of language. But
6 | think not everyone was for these type of utterings.
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:30:38] So you see, Ms Dimitri, it makes sense
8  sometimes to rephrase it.
9 Mr Vanderpuye, please continue.
10 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:30:46] Thank you very much. We're in open session so ...
11 Q. [15:30:57] Did the subordinates use this kind of language in front of the leaders,
12 even if the leaders weren't using it themselves?
13 A. [15:31:23] At that moment in time, {PFR: (Redacted)}, there were subordinates
14  that did not respect things or orders.
15 Q. [15:31:47] Now, with respect to the language you heard being used here about
16  killing women and killing babies, do you know if those subordinates acted in
17  accordance with that language? Let's say in the area where you were, let's start
18  there.
19 A. [15:32:26] | believe that all the subordinates lacked respect for the rules in place.
20  But {PFR: (Redacted)}, meaning that were there any transgressions to those rules,
21  they -- these people would be severely punished.
22 Q. [15:33:19] And are you referring to the specific area where you were or are you
23 referring to the more generalized Anti-Balaka in different areas that were part of the
24 National Coordination or under the National Coordination?

25 MSDIMITRI: [15:33:39] Mr President.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:33:41] Ms Dimitri is rising again.

MS DIMITRI:  [15:33:43] Yes, I'm sorry for the interruption, but again, it's so general.
What's the foundation? Is he there in other areas to witness it? And which areas
are we -- are we talking about?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:33:55] Well, what we can ask the witness of
course is when he said there was no respect for what the leaders said, is he referring
to the region where he belonged to or to any other region. | think that's proper, the
question, so | don't see a problem here.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:34:12] I -- yes, of course. | can -- the reason why I'm being
general about it is | think because we're -- we're in open session, so --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:34:19] Yes, yes. | understand -- | understand
that. So | understand that we -- yeah, perhaps we stay in open session, we let it pass
like that, and you can -- you can go -- when we are, which will happen anyway, back
in private session, you can specify more, if you want.

As long as we can stay, Ms Dimitri, | think we can -- can leave it at that.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:34:40] Yes. I'm sorry for being a little bit amorphous
about it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:34:44] That is -- that is, let me put it this way, the
risk when we try to have transparent proceedings in open session, so -- sometimes.
But there -- there comes a point in time where you will have to resort to private
session again.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:34:56] Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [15:35:01] I think it's okay like this.

| wanted to ask you about somebody else, someone named Firmin Dopani, or

otherwise known as Kpare. That is somebody noted in your statement, at paragraph
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56 of the January 2018 statement.

Do you recall -- do you recall describing that person in your statement? Remember
we're in open session, so be mindful how you might answer that.

A. [15:36:12] Yes, | do know Dopani. He's an Anti-Balaka from Boda.

Q. [15:36:19] All right. I'd like to show you another video.

This one is at tab 13, it's CAR-OTP-2066-5312. The transcript is at tab 37,
CAR-OTP-2127-4593. And this one can also be shown publicly. | didn't give the
time though, I think, for the -- for the video.

MR KNOOPS: [15:37:04] Mr President, maybe the Prosecution can indicate the time
frame of the video.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:37:09] Yeah, I'm just about -- just about to do that.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:12] He's just -- he's just about to do that, yes.
MR VANDERPUYE: [15:37:14] It's -- sorry, Mr President. It's 44 seconds -- 44
seconds to 54 seconds.

MR KNOOPS: [15:37:29] No, | meant really when the video was taken. Sorry.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:34] Well, so -- okay, this was --

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:37:37] (Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:38] -- this was not only a long day, it's a long
week, so. Butyou're right of course. So when was the video taken, Mr Vanderpuye?
Normally I'm -- I'm always asking these questions.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:37:49] | will have to triple check it. 1 think it was taken in
2014, April, but I have to -- | have to check it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:56] Well, and you check it, and Ms Proulx is
still checking the other video, I think, from -- from the morning. Yeah.

So 10 seconds of video we are going to see. And it seems that the witness also has it

24.06.2022 Page 73



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-138-Red4-ENG CT WT 24-06-2022 74/80 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962

on the screen.

THE INTERPRETER: [15:38:11] Request from the English booth: Could we please
have the line numbers, please.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:38:17] Sorry. The transcript page is -- | think I've given the
ERN anyway, it's 2127-4593. You'll need to be at page 4595. | believe it's from
line 26, to page 4596 to line 40.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:39:26] Oh, do we do -- | didn't -- do we have it in the
transcript?

THE INTERPRETER: [15:39:30] Message from the English booth: As there were
both languages spoken on the video | did not interpret because both were on there.
Would you like me to?

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:39:44] As long as the witness heard it, | think it's okay.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:39:48] Yeah, | also think so. It was very short
and it was just a short statement by this person.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:39:53]

Q. [15:39:54] Let me just ask then, did you recognise the individual in the video?
A. [15:40:09] Yes, | do recognise this individual. It's the person | mentioned in this
courtroom in the interim.

Q. [15:40:24] Okay. Thank you.

In this brief clip, he says that we can wait for 10 years for them to leave, referring to
the Muslims in Boda, | believe.

| want to show you another document, and this might help date the video as well.
It's at tab 3, CAR-OTP-2001-4633.

I'll just direct you to the part and read the part that | want to draw your attention to.

24.06.2022 Page 74



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-138-Red4-ENG CT WT 24-06-2022 75/80 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962

It's in the middle of the page, and you'll see it starts with "We can wait ... 10 years".
This is an article published on 18 April 2014, and in this part that I'll read, it says,
attributing this to Captain Dopani Firmin:

"'We can wait for 10 years for them to leave - and if they don't leave, we will still be
there, holding our positions,’ said Captain Dopani Firmin, the ‘anti-balaka’' chief in
Boda, wearing a red Paris St Germain football shirt."

It continues: "™We cannot accept to live together with Muslims, long-term," Firmin
said. 'lt's our right to kill Muslims.™

What I'd like to ask you, and I'm sure you haven't seen this article before, is: Is this
the kind of language that you heard in your interactions with Anti-Balaka generally?
Is this something that surprises you to hear from someone like Firmin Dopani?

A. [15:43:23] | believe that that was just the beginning. It was just the beginning.
But at a specific moment in time that was no longer the case.

THE INTERPRETER: [15:43:38] The Sango booth is not entirely sure they
understood.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:43:43] Well, of course we -- we -- it's not our task
to put this together. So -- but perhaps if we rephrase a little bit so that it is clear
what the witness said, because it might be important -- what he "meant”, better to
word it.

So, Mr Witness, did we understand you correctly that you said this type of language,
what we heard in the video and also what is in this article here, was used in the
beginning perhaps, let's say, in the first month of 2014, but later on it was not used
anymore, things got better; is this a right understanding or is this not correct?

THE WITNESS: [15:44:35](Interpretation) Yes, that is correct.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:44:40]
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1 Q. [15:44:44] That's very helpful as well.
2 Justso the record is clear, the article that I just read to you was dated 18 April 2014.
3 I'd like to show you, if | may, another doc -- another video.
4  Thisoneis attab 9, CAR-OTP-2060-0795. The transcript is at tab 41,
5 CAR-OTP-2130-1370. And I believe, for the interpreters, it's the -- it's the whole
6 thing. Should be about a page, | think. The video is only -- is only two minutes and
7  something.
8 Justin anticipation of my colleague's concern, | have to look up the date. 1 can't tell
9 you immediately.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:46:06] It's not a concern, it's simply -- it's simply
11 very important information to put everything into perspective what we are discussing
12 here.
13 MSDIMITRI: [15:46:18] It's the (Overlapping speakers)
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:46:21] Ms Dimitri knows it.
15 MSDIMITRI: [15:46:23] It's 1 April.
16 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:46:26] Yeah, indeed. Thank you very much.
17  (Viewing of the video excerpt)
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:49:24]
19 Q. [15:49:24] Were you able to see the video?
20 A. [15:49:37] Yes, | did see it.
21 Q. [15:49:40] Did you recognise Mr Dopani Firmin in that picture -- | mean, in the
22 video?
23 A.  [15:49:56] | saw him.
24 Q. [15:50:01] And with respect to what he expressed, that the Muslim needed to go,

25  to leave the town, was that something -- or that sentiment something that you
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encountered in your interactions with Anti-Balaka members?

A. [15:50:37] That's what happened from the very beginning. As | told you, it
wasn't easy at the beginning.

Q. [15:50:46] I'd like to ask you I think more pointed questions about that.

For that, Mr President, I'd like to go into private session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:50:55] Yeah.

Private session.

(Private session at 3.51 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:51:20] We are in private session, Mr President.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:51:23] Thank you.

Q. [15:51:25] Mr Witness, we are -- we're now in private session. And | asked to
come into private session because | wanted to ask you, first of all, were you in Boda
during the period of time that this video was apparently shot? That would have
been in April 2014.

A. [15:51:47] In April 2014, | was in Boda, indeed.

Q. [15:52:02] And the video footage that I just showed you, is that something you
were familiar with? Were you actually aware of that gathering?

A. [15:52:16] Yes, | was aware of that.

Q. [15:52:35] Did you recognise other people in the video besides Dopani Firmin
that were members of the Anti-Balaka in Boda?

A. [15:52:56] I do recognise a number of individuals in this video, yes.

Q. [15:53:06] Are you able to name a few that you recognise?

A. [15:53:14] I recognise Eric Lossi. | saw Willikondi Nicaise who was holding a
loud speaker or a megaphone.

Q. [15:53:54] That would be toward the end of the video, | suppose.
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A. [15:54:13] At the beginning | saw Eric Lossi.

Q. [15:54:19] Okay.

A. [15:54:22] And towards the middle, | was able to identify Nicaise.

THE INTERPRETER: [15:54:30] The Sango interpreter didn't grasp the name.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:54:36]

Q. [15:54:37] I'm sorry, we didn't get the last -- the last -- the name that you gave
last. Could you -- could you please repeat it.

A. [15:54:56] Willikondi Nicaise.

Q. [15:55:07] Did you recognise the locations that were depicted in the video where
we could see Muslims gathered and some of them speaking to the reporter or to the
camera? Do you recognise those locations?

A. [15:55:38] The location is to be found in the 5th arrondissement of Boda.

Q. [15:55:49] In the report, the journalist refers to the Muslims being surrounded in
an enclave. And does that refer to the positions that | showed you first, the six
sections that you identified and -- as part of the -- the structure of the coordination in
Boda?

A. [15:56:44] No, it wasn't part of the section.

Q. [15:56:52] I'm sorry. That's my fault. The question was inartful.

Where the reporter refers to the Muslims being surrounded by the Anti-Balaka, do
you know or do you remember off the top of your head the positions that the
Anti-Balaka were in relative to where the Muslims were?

A. [15:57:34] | believe that the Muslims were to be found in the middle. Behind
them, there was a river, in the 4th arrondissement. There are other sections on the
road leading to Bangui, towards the 6th arrondissement, there were other elements

located. And in the 6th arrondissement as well. The Muslims were to be found at
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1  that location that you saw, specifically in the centre.
2 Q. [15:58:15] Okay. Thank you for that clarification. I'm just going to put on the
3 screentab 16. Itisa map that you -- that is attached to the statement that you gave,
4  just so that the Chamber can follow your explanation of what the positions were of
5  the Boda elements relative to the Muslim enclave.
6 Allright. Now, can you see the map in front of you now?
7 A.  [15:59:11] Not yet.
8 Q. [15:59:31] Can you see it now?
9 A [15:59:38] Yes.
10 Q. [15:59:44] And looking at the map, you can see a part that is -- looks like a palish
11 pinkcolour in the middle. Is that the area where the Muslims were that you've
12 referred to in the video that I've just shown you?
13 A. [16:00:17] You see, there's a red line, and on the other side, the beige coloured
14  area, is where the Muslims were to be found.
15 Q. [16:00:29] Okay. You've indicated the positions of the sections of elements of
16  Anti-Balaka in this map. We can see section 3 to the left, section 2 to the south -- to
17  the bottom and to the left, section 6 on the right, for example. Those are all
18 indications that you put on that map or provided the information that's on it; is that
19  right?
20 A. [16:01:11] That is correct.
21 Q. [16:01:16] Is that information accurate to the time immediately following the
22 attack in February or at the end of January 2014?
23 A. [16:01:45] That is correct.
24 Q. [16:01:49] To your recollection, how long did it stay like that? How long

25 was -- how long were the Anti-Balaka positioned in this way relative to where the
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Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1962

1 Muslims were?
2 A, [16:02:22] | think it lasted some time, you know.
3 Q. [16:02:29] Are we talking weeks, months or years?
4 A. [16:02:48] I think that it was close to one year.
5 MR VANDERPUYE: [16:02:57] Mr President, | have another area I'd like to go. |
6 see--1|thinkit's time.
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:03:03] I think it's time to finish. We can defer
8 on Monday.
9 MR VANDERPUYE: [16:03:07] Yes. Thank you, Mr President.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:03:10] Thank you, Mr Vanderpuye.
11 Especially, thank you, Mr Witness, for today. We conclude for today. Continue on
12 Monday, 9.30. Inthe meantime, please don't talk with anybody about your
13 testimony. We wish you a good weekend.
14  And | extend these wishes to everyone here in the courtroom.
15 THE COURT USHER: [16:03:34] All rise.
16 THE WITNESS: [16:03:46](Interpretation) Thank you.
17 THE INTERPRETER: [16:03:51] Says the witness in French.

18  (The hearing ends in private session at 4.03 p.m.)
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