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International Criminal Court 1 

Trial Chamber V 2 

Situation:  Central African Republic II 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard 4 

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/18 5 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács, 6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung and Judge Beti Hohler 7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1 8 

Thursday, 4 July 2024 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.34 a.m.)  10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:35:00] All rise.  11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.   12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:17] Good morning, everyone.   14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:35:31] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   16 

This is the situation in the Central African Republic II in the case of the Prosecutor 17 

versus Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference 18 

ICC-01/14-01/18. 19 

And for the record, we are in open session 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:46] Thank you very much.   21 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.   22 

Ms Berdennikova, first, for the Prosecution. 23 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [9:35:55] Good morning, your Honours.  Good morning, 24 

everyone in the courtroom.  This morning, the Prosecution is represented by 25 
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Ms Manochitra Prathaban, by Kweku Vanderpuye, by Yassin Mostfa, and by myself, 1 

Maria Berdennikova. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:06] Thank you very much. 3 

Ms Rabesandratana for the representatives of the victims. 4 

MS RABESANDRATANA:  [9:36:12](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President, 5 

your Honours.  Good morning, to everyone.   6 

The legal representatives of victims are represented by Paolina Massidda and myself, 7 

Elisabeth Rabesandratana. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:27] Thank you very much. 9 

And for the representatives of the victims of the former child soldiers. 10 

MS GRABOWSKI:  [9:36:34] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 11 

your Honours.  Good morning, everybody in the courtroom.   12 

My name is Anne Grabowski and I'm accompanied by Amina Merrouche, and we are 13 

representing the victims of the former child soldiers. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:46] We turn now to the Defence; first of all, the 15 

Defence of Mr Yekatom.  Ms Guissé. 16 

MS GUISSÉ:  [9:36:53](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   17 

Today, Mr Yekatom is virtually present, as you can see.  He is still ill, and 18 

he -- thanks to the Chamber and the Registry for allowing him to follow the 19 

proceedings remotely, he's up on the screen.  And, today, Mr Florent Pages-Granier, 20 

*Ms Charlotte Floquet and Ms Sarah Bafadhel are *assisting and representing him.   21 

And I should note out that Mr Yekatom has not seen a physician, not since -- not even 22 

since yesterday, but I think we do need to insist upon that point.  For the time, he 23 

has renounced his right to be present in the courtroom, but that is something that is 24 

not done lightly, and I do hope that during the break, I will have an opportunity to 25 
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speak to him during the break to see about continuation.  Things may develop 1 

differently depending on examination and cross-examination.  So...  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:14] Three things on that.   3 

First of all, the Chamber appreciates that your client renounced his right to be present, 4 

and we appreciate, also, that the Registry made it possible that he can follow via 5 

video link from the detention centre.   6 

Secondly, because the situation is as it is, whenever you think you need to consult 7 

with your client, you ask for a break and then we will give you this break. 8 

Thirdly, since we are now in court and we have at least with a person of -- the court 9 

officer, somebody of the Registry here, the Chamber would also appreciate it a lot if 10 

Mr Yekatom could see a physician as soon as possible.   11 

So these three things. 12 

Mr Knoops then, for the Defence of Mr Ngaïssona. 13 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:39:09] A very good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Good 14 

morning all in the courtroom.  Good morning, Mr Witness.   15 

Also for Mr Ngaïssona, his medical condition is not 100 per cent.  He is still here, but 16 

I have to emphasise that also for his medical situation, there might be a necessity to 17 

give some attention in the break.  He has no fever, but he has coughed a lot last night; 18 

so we would appreciate if some medical attention could be given to him during the 19 

first break as well from the staff here. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:42] If I may shortly interrupt you, if this means 21 

that we need a break that is a bit longer, please let us know.  Of course, this is really 22 

of the utmost importance for the Chamber. 23 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:39:56] Yes.  Thank you, Mr President.   24 

Having said this, our team today -- excuse me -- consists of Barbara Szmatula;  25 
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associate counsel, Lauriane Vandeler; and in the second row, Mathias Goffe; Justine 1 

Crête; and our new intern, Ms Lehna Guidou.  Thank you.    2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:17] Thank you very much.   3 

And we welcome warmly, and are happy to see him, Mr Karnavas, counsel to advise 4 

the witness in case issues of potential self-incrimination arise, specifically, so to speak, 5 

in the context of alleged, alleged threats against P-2673.   6 

Good morning, Mr Karnavas.  7 

MR KARNAVAS:  [9:40:35] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 8 

Honours.  And good morning to everyone in and around the courtroom.  Thank 9 

you.  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:40] So -- and, most importantly, we have 11 

a new witness in the courtroom.  This is D30-4848.  12 

Mr Witness, good morning.  We welcome you.  You are here to assist the Chamber 13 

in the case of the Prosecutor against Mr Ngaïssona and Mr Yekatom. 14 

You know there are protective measures in place to protect your identity.  This has 15 

been explained to you; I don't have to go into the details here.   16 

What I want to say - you see there's a counsel here - whenever issues of potential 17 

self-incrimination arise, you can take the advice and take a pause and a break and 18 

speak with your counsel.  This is only a measure, so to speak, to -- of fairness to you 19 

as a witness and to protect you in case any such situation arises. 20 

Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell 21 

the truth.   22 

Please be so kind and read this card out aloud. 23 

WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4848 24 

(The witness speaks French) 25 
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THE WITNESS:  [9:41:54](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.   1 

I solemnly declare that I shall tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:02] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   3 

That means that you are under oath, and it means exactly what you have said now, 4 

you have to tell us the truth, you have to tell us everything you know which is the 5 

truth and nothing else. 6 

Just a few practical advices here for examination.   7 

You understand that everything we say here is translated in different languages, and, 8 

to allow for the interpretation, we have to speak at a relatively slow pace so that the 9 

interpreters can follow.  And, please, only start speaking when the person that is 10 

asking you a question has finished and, perhaps, wait two or three seconds when you 11 

start with your -- until you start with your answer. 12 

I think that should be enough for the preliminaries.   13 

Mr Knoops, I can give you the floor. 14 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:42:56] Yes, Mr President.  Thank you very much, your Honours.   15 

A brief explanation: The explanation on the part of the Defence of Mr Ngaïssona will 16 

comprise two parts.  The first part will be done by Ms Lauriane Vandeler - it's 17 

introduction, résumé of the witness, and his itinerary, background information - and I 18 

will take over the second part, which will go into the Facebook materials.  That will 19 

be quite a long part.   20 

We don't expect to finish today.  Our expectation is that if everything goes smoothly, 21 

we might finish tomorrow early afternoon, but we will try to finish before the 22 

weekend. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:39] Yes.  We didn't expect you to finish today, 24 

actually, looking at the material and everything.  So then -- then we start with Ms 25 
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Vandeler, please.  And thank you very much, and also welcome to the courtroom, I 1 

have to say.  2 

MS VANDELER:  [9:43:54](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President, your Honours. 3 

QUESTIONED BY MS VANDELER: (Interpretation) 4 

Q.   [9:44:00] Good morning.  5 

A.   [9:44:02] Good morning. 6 

Q.   [9:44:02] How are you? 7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:44:05] Overlapping speakers. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:44:10] Ms Vandeler, what I told the witness, not 9 

to overlap and speak slowly, also applies to you.  It's not a problem.  Everybody 10 

here in the courtroom - and we are together for a long time - has this fallback.   11 

And -- but for you, it's the first time.  Please take your time and only start with the 12 

next question when the witness has answered. 13 

MS VANDELER:  [9:44:32](Interpretation) Of course.  Thank you. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:44:35] Thank you very much, yes.  Thank you. 15 

MS VANDELER:  [9:44:37](Interpretation)  16 

Q.   [9:44:37] Now, we do know one another.  We have met already.  I am 17 

Lauriane Vandeler and I am part of the Defence team of Mr Ngaïssona.   18 

Mr Knoops and I will be putting a number of questions to you today and tomorrow, 19 

and I will begin.   20 

As the Presiding Judge has just explained to you, you are benefiting from protective 21 

measures and we must be very careful not to give any identifying information.  For 22 

example, in a few moments I will be asking you about your identity and your 23 

professional background, and we will go into private session for that, which means 24 

that only the people here in the courtroom will hear questions and answers. 25 
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Now if, at any time, you think that one of your answers might mean providing 1 

identifying information, just say so and we can go into private session so that the 2 

general public cannot hear you. 3 

And, we will go into private session as necessary. 4 

Now to -- we both are speaking French, so we understand one another very well and 5 

since everything that is being said is being interpreted into Sango and into English, 6 

it's important to speak slowly and to pause for five seconds between questions and 7 

the answers so that the interpreters can finish interpreting a question before 8 

beginning the reply.   9 

So please count to five in your head just to make sure that there is this pause.   10 

If questions are not clear, just tell us so and we will rephrase our questions, but it's 11 

important for you to understand the question perfectly before answering. 12 

Is everything clear so far? 13 

A.   [9:46:42] Everything is clear. 14 

Q.   [9:46:46] Without any further ado, we will begin because we have many 15 

questions for you.  First of all, I will put a number of personal questions to you. 16 

And so I'll be asking just -- if we could now go into private session. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:05] Private session. 18 

(Private session at 9.47 a.m.) 19 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:47:11] We are in private session, Mr President. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:13] And just also for you, Mr Witness, to 21 

understand why I address you as "Mr Witness" and not with your real name, this is of 22 

course because of the protective measures.  Normally it would be polite to address 23 

you with your real name, obviously.   24 

So please continue.   25 
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MS VANDELER:  [09:47:30](Interpretation)  1 

Q.   [9:47:31] Mr Witness, we are now in private session.  That means that only 2 

people in this courtroom can hear us so you can speak quite freely now.  I'll begin by 3 

asking you some questions about your identity.   4 

What is your full name, please? 5 

A.   [9:47:47] Thank you, Mr President.   (Redacted) 6 

Q.   [9:48:02] And your date of birth, please? 7 

A.   [9:48:05] I was born on (Redacted) in Bangui, Central African Republic. 8 

Q.   [9:48:16] And what is your religion? 9 

A.   [9:48:20] I am a (Redacted). 10 

Q.   [9:48:25] What ethnic group do you belong to? 11 

A.   [9:48:32] (Redacted), that is my ethnic group. 12 

Q.   [9:48:41] And what is your current occupation? 13 

A.   [9:48:49] I am working for the (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:01:56] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  We 15 

recognise that, obviously, the connection to the detention centre is interrupted.  We 16 

try to fix this before we continue. 17 

MS GUISSÉ:  [10:02:09](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:02:12] And perhaps try to enquire how long this 19 

will last, so we can bridge some gap of silence, but not too many minutes, so to speak.   20 

(Pause in proceedings)  21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:02:27] Well, Mr Yekatom, is on the screen, so we 22 

can continue.   23 

You know, Ms Vandeler, the thing is you both speak French, and we have this 24 

thousands of times here in the courtroom, and then the tendency, so to speak, 25 
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specifically by counsel, is to be too quick.  That is a simple explanation, that is not 1 

a reproach.  It's even -- strangely enough, it's easier for the interpreters if -- if the 2 

counsel speaks English, it's translated, and the witness speaks French.  But when 3 

both speak French, you know, you understand each other, things are easily getting 4 

a bit too quick.  Just an explanation, yes?  Okay.  5 

MS VANDELER:  [10:03:37](Overlapping speakers)   6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:39] No, no.  It -- it's -- everything's okay.  7 

I'm just explaining, and these things happen, and they happen to everyone here.  8 

And, as I said, even to those who are in this courtroom for a long time already.  9 

MS VANDELER:  [10:03:54] Thank you. 10 

Q.   [10:03:57](Interpretation) Thank you, witness.   11 

I would now like to show you a document.   12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

Q.   [10:22:31] And to go back to the family of François Bozize, did some of his sons 8 

have military training, sons of François Bozize? 9 

A.   [10:22:56] To the best of my knowledge, Francis Bozizé received his training in 10 

the French army and it was from him that I could say yes, but as far as the others go, I 11 

have no idea. 12 

Q.   [10:23:19] Rodrigue Bozizé, for example, do you know if he had military 13 

training? 14 

A.   [10:23:25] Yes, Rodrigue Bozizé did have military training.  There was also 15 

Papy Bozizé, he also underwent military training.  Because five of his sons wore 16 

military uniform, but the ones that I know who really underwent military training are 17 

these three.  There are two others as well that I also see in military attire, but as (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) I don't know how they did their training to 19 

 get there.  So I can't tell you any more about that. 20 

Q.   [10:24:19] Very well, but if I say Socrate or Socrates? 21 

A.   [10:24:26] No.  Socrate was never in the military, unless I'm mistaken. 22 

Q.   [10:24:44] Franklin? 23 

A.   [10:24:46] Franklin was one of the two others where I said at a particular time, 24 

they also became soldiers, but whether they spent time training as an officer, I mean, I 25 
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(Redacted) so I have no knowledge of that. 1 

Q.   [10:25:08] And Joseph? 2 

A.   [10:25:17] No, Joseph was called Jojo, he didn't have military training. 3 

Q.   [10:25:28] And Papy? 4 

A.   [10:25:32] He was one of these three categories that I spoke of at the beginning.  5 

He was an officer of the gendarmerie.  This is somebody who started out in 6 

a military school in our country, and then he went up to being an officer.  He went 7 

through the normal steps. 8 

Q.   [10:25:57] So he went through all the different stages? 9 

A.   [10:26:00] Yes, he started in the troops -- in that school, and then he went to 10 

officers' school and then he came back and he went up, yeah, through the normal 11 

steps.  That's it. 12 

Q.   [10:26:19] Witness, where were you and what was your professional occupation 13 

when the Seleka arrived in 2013 in Bangui? 14 

A.   [10:26:36] Thank you, Mr President. In March 2013, it's like I said at the start, (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) and so I would get on with my little tasks, whatever was  16 

needed for my little family, and like any other Central African person, I was in the 17 

country. 18 

Q.   [10:27:07] And what did you do when the Seleka arrived in Bangui, did you 19 

flee? 20 

A.   [10:27:17] Thank you, Mr President. 21 

Indeed, when the Seleka arrived in Bangui, I fled, like everybody else.  Going 22 

through Zongo, Gemena, Kinshasa, Brazzaville, and from Brazzaville, I went back 23 

to -- I was sent back to Kinshasa and then I went to Douala in Cameroon in order to 24 

be close to my small family, which was meant to join me afterwards. 25 
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Q.   [10:28:09] So we're going to address the details of this itinerary later, certainly in 1 

public session or open session, but first of all I'd like to discuss the reasons why you 2 

chose to take exile.  What pushed you to leave? 3 

A.   [10:28:32] (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) that is why I  7 

decided to flee for my security because there was a whole load of confusion in the 8 

country.   9 

The Seleka who came to the country, most of them weren't Central Africans, most of 10 

them were foreigners.  These were people who you couldn't collaborate with and it 11 

wasn't easy to collaborate with them due to their conduct and because of what they 12 

did in the country.  So I would have wanted to -- so I wanted to leave for my 13 

security. 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [10:30:04] Of course it did, Mr President. 17 

Q.   [10:30:14] According to the information that came to you from Bangui, once you 18 

were exiled, what was going on with the main institutions of the state after the arrival 19 

of the Seleka?  Was there still an army, a police force, a central administration in 20 

place? 21 

A.   [10:30:39] To the best of my knowledge, Mr President, the Seleka changed 22 

everything.  They set up a plan to shape the country in their own -- well, to their 23 

own -- for their own purposes.  Anyone who was part of the -- anything that 24 

wasn't -- the people who were not part of the police, the gendarmerie, the army who 25 
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were -- people who weren't with them should no longer exist.  The 1 

Central African Republic authorities would no longer exist.   2 

So the army barely existed, there was barely any gendarmerie, barely any police.  3 

Just these people you would see here and there.  They actually took on the position 4 

of gendarme, police officers, custom officers.  It's as if they truly took over the 5 

country.  It was a disaster. 6 

Q.   [10:32:03] (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

A.   [10:32:29] (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)   18 

In contrast with the Seleka, that was not the case.  Everything was completely 19 

disorganised throughout the entire republic.  We were dealing with people who 20 

didn't speak the same language as us, who didn't understand us; people who could 21 

not read, who could not write.  It was as if the barbarians had taken over our 22 

territory.  I'm sorry to use that word.  I'm not entirely describing them as barbarians, 23 

but that's how they went about things.   24 

So it was not easy for the population to live normally.  So it was truly -- it was very 25 
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difficult for the population, very difficult to live in such a situation.  (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

Q.   [10:35:37] Thank you, Mr Witness, for your explanations; that shed a great deal 8 

of light on the situation.   9 

I'd now like to ask you some questions about your time going from Bangui to Douala, 10 

and I would suggest we go into open session.  And I remind you, the general public 11 

will be able to hear the proceedings, so I remind you, do not provide any information 12 

that could identify you. 13 

Do you feel comfortable going into open session now? 14 

A.   [10:36:13] No, Mr President, because during my various -- well, the various 15 

steps of my career, I would not -- some names might come out. 16 

Q.   [10:36:29] If we go -- 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:36:31] Then, you know, it's always like that, 18 

counsel and Mr Witness.  If a meaningful answer means that you provide 19 

information that could identify you, then we stay in private session.   20 

And I have understood the witness like that, so we stay in private session. 21 

Please continue. 22 

MS VANDELER:  [10:36:55](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. 23 

Q.   [10:37:00] Very well. 24 

Could you explain the various steps that led to you -- your going from Bangui to 25 
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Douala?  Were you on your own or was there someone with you? 1 

A.   [10:37:17] Thank you, Mr President.  From Bangui to Zongo, I was on my 2 

own -- (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) and I went and I registered with the UNHRC of  17 

the other side.  And they registered me and we were taken along with some young 18 

people from the Central African Republic.  Some were soldiers, some were civilians, 19 

but they were part of the former president's system.  So we were taken to another 20 

location in Gemena, actually.   21 

So from Zongo to Gemena, we went by motorbike, and in Gemena, the military 22 

authorities there took responsibility for us.  We were all at the same place; we were 23 

with a colonel from the Congolese forces.  And there, from there, I continued along 24 

my path, my journey. 25 
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Q.   [10:40:44] Very well.  So just to hark back, you initially crossed by way of 1 

Zongo; is that right? 2 

A.   [10:40:54] That's right, Mr President. 3 

Q.   [10:40:58] Now, in Zongo, is that when you registered with the UNHCR? 4 

A.   [10:41:06] Of course, Mr President. 5 

Q.   [10:41:14] And once you got to Gemena, who was in charge of this camp, and 6 

who provided support and assistance? 7 

A.   [10:41:29] When we were in Gemena, it was a colonel from the Congolese army.  8 

I don't know his name.  It was his home, that area, rather.  That is where everyone 9 

took shelter and the Congolese army was keeping an eye on us.  There was a whole 10 

series -- a logical series of events.  There were former supporters of François Bozize, 11 

his daughter, people who had been in the same party as him, some police officers, 12 

FACA officers -- all these people who I would see, actually. 13 

Q.   [10:42:30] So the Congolese authorities made a distinction between people who 14 

were from the system, as you put it, and the others? 15 

A.   [10:42:43] Of course.  Already in Zongo, they were able to identify people who 16 

had been close to the system and distinguished them from people who were not close 17 

to the system already in Zongo.  So they did an initial sorting out of people even 18 

before we got to Gemena. 19 

Q.   [10:43:16] And you, yourself, were you deemed to be part of the system?  Was 20 

this based on ethnicity or other criteria? 21 

A.   [10:43:23] No, I was taken into account like any other person from the Central 22 

African Republic, (Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

Q.   [10:44:34] How long did you stay in Gemena? 4 

A.   [10:44:43] Two weeks -- well, that would be a lot, Mr President. 5 

Q.   [10:44:47] Well, we certainly realise that it's difficult to be specific 10 years after 6 

the fact.  Very well. 7 

And do you recall some people in particular that you saw there? 8 

A.   [10:45:01] I don't really remember.  It was quite a long time ago, but if you 9 

mention some names and they ring a bell, I can tell you. 10 

Q.   [10:45:18] Very well.  I'd like to mention a few names to you.  Did you see any 11 

family members of François Bozize? 12 

A.   [10:45:29] Of course.  His daughter, actually. 13 

Q.   [10:45:38] Anyone else? 14 

A.   [10:45:40] Someone else from his family?  I noticed his daughter more. 15 

Q.   [10:45:51] Eugène Ngaikosset in Gemena?  Did you see that person?  16 

A.   [10:45:59] Yes, Eugène, yes, I saw him in Gemena.  Eugène Ngaikosset. 17 

Q.   [10:46:08] Did you speak to him? 18 

A.   [10:46:11] Speak to him as such, no, I don't think so.  I was in that situation and 19 

each person was sort of looking out for himself, each person was thinking about 20 

things off to the side in his own way.   21 

It was a surprise really to everyone.  So each person was thinking on his own -- or, 22 

her own in his or her own way; so we really weren't talking to one another very 23 

much. 24 

Q.   [10:46:53] And did you see Claude, his brother? 25 
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A.   [10:46:57] Yes, he was there, too. 1 

Q.   [10:47:04] And same thing, you didn't speak to him about specific topics? 2 

A.   [10:47:09] As I just said, it was the same situation for everyone. 3 

Q.   [10:47:17] Francis Bozizé?  Did you see him in Gemena? 4 

A.   [10:47:25] No. 5 

Q.   [10:47:28] Did you see Maxime Mokom? 6 

A.   [10:47:33] No.  I know him, but I didn't see him there. 7 

Q.   [10:47:44] Cyril Junior Toungouma?  If you know that person, did you see him 8 

there? 9 

A.   [10:47:55] No, Mr President.  The name is new to me. 10 

Q.   [10:48:05] Then you mentioned that you ended up in Kinshasa.  Did you travel 11 

there on your own? 12 

A.   [10:48:16] Yes, of course, Mr President. 13 

Q.   [10:48:23] How much time did you spend in Kinshasa? 14 

A.   [10:48:27] I stayed there for at least a week and a half, two weeks at the very 15 

most. 16 

Q.   [10:48:40] And where did you stay when you were in Kinshasa? 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Q.   [10:49:24] I think we could try to go into open session, if that's all right with you, 23 

so that we could speak about the end of this journey, Brazzaville, Douala, and then 24 

we could speak in general terms about Douala. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:50] Well, I think, Mr Witness, we can give it 1 

a try, and once, you know, when we are in open session and you think you have to 2 

mentioned names that would, perhaps, also could be reached back to you as 3 

identifying, we can go back to private session.  So we give it a try. Yes, we go to open 4 

session. And counsel has also thought about it beforehand, of course. 5 

(Open session at 10.50 a.m.) 6 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:50:22] We are back in open session, Mr President. 7 

MS VANDELER:  [10:50:43](Interpretation) 8 

Q.   [10:50:44] Now you mentioned that when you got to Kinshasa, you tried to cross 9 

over to Congo-Brazzaville; correct? 10 

A.   [10:50:57] Yes, that's right.  In Brazzaville, I had an elder brother and 11 

acquaintances and I could be with them.  Unfortunately, when I crossed over, the 12 

Congolese authorities -- well, they were sending back all the people crossing over, so I 13 

was sent back to Congo, Kinshasa, and there, the ambassador of the CAR took care of 14 

me.  He was travelling in Bangui and he was coming back by way of Brazza and, he, 15 

too, was crossing at the same time.  He ran into me at the port, and he held out his 16 

hand, and I was able to stay with him for a while before I was able to get my plane for 17 

Douala, Cameroon. 18 

Q.   [10:52:16] Thank you, Mr Witness. 19 

So how much time did you spend in Douala? 20 

A.   [10:52:26] I stayed there for the entire reign of the Seleka forces, until the Seleka 21 

left, until the Seleka president stepped down -- resigned, and I stayed another month.  22 

And I left my young family there, went back home and I went back to my various 23 

side hustles back home.   24 

In the past, I had a number of little businesses in the centre of town.  They'd been  25 
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looted, my house had been looted.  I had a  -- well, not exactly a warehouse but 1 

a storage area at my home where I kept my goods, so I had -- I stayed at home to 2 

protect my possessions.  I had to leave my family back in Douala, Cameroon, and I 3 

had to go back to Bangui to protect what I owned -- that is to say, my house. 4 

Q.   [10:53:50] And what did you -- how did you manage in Douala?  What were 5 

your resources?  What were your conditions like?  I remind you we are in open 6 

session. 7 

A.   [10:54:07] At first, in Douala, before my family was able to join me, I -- I had to 8 

live off of my friends and acquaintances.  Douala was my -- well, how should I put it?  9 

Was my kingdom in a way.  I bought my goods there.   10 

I would go to Dubai, for example, and on my way back, I would wait for my goods in 11 

Douala, so I was very familiar with Douala. So I lived there, thanks to the generosity 12 

of people that I had dealings with. 13 

Q.   [10:54:56] And where did you live in Douala?  Don't give the name of the 14 

neighbourhood, but were you in a house?  How did you get that house? 15 

A.   [10:55:12] At first, one of my friends offered me a place, a hotel, he had a hotel 16 

there.  And his house was actually attached to the hotel, and, in the past, I used to 17 

stay at his hotel.  So I knew this gentleman very well and his wife is from the Central 18 

African Republic, too. 19 

So this fellow would call me his brother-in-law.  So at first, I stayed with them and 20 

when my direct family -- my young family joined me there, an older man with whom 21 

I was on very good terms offered me a place to stay, a home. 22 

He said, "Son, we're on good terms.  You think of me as a kind of father.  I hear that 23 

your family is coming and I don't want them staying in a hotel."  There were all 24 

kinds of people, you see, staying at that place.  So he didn't want me to stay there 25 
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with my family, so he offered me one of his homes in a neighbourhood not far from 1 

there, and this gentleman gave me shelter.  He gave me everything -- electricity, 2 

a little bit of everything, and that way I was able to be reunited with my family. 3 

MS VANDELER:  [10:57:10](Interpretation) Your Honour, I still have two questions.  4 

I believe I can put them before the break, if that is all right with you. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:57:19] Then, we will do it this way, yes, of 6 

course. 7 

MS VANDELER:  [10:57:22](Interpretation) 8 

Q.   [10:57:24] Do you remember when your family joined you, approximately? 9 

A.   [10:57:33] It's difficult to give you a specific date, but it was just after those 10 

events, two months after, after the Seleka arrived, that is when my family joined me 11 

in Douala. 12 

Q.   [10:57:59] So just to be perfectly clear, you were not able to continue your 13 

business activities and you had to survive,  thanks to the generosity of others? 14 

A.   [10:58:14] Yes, exactly, of course. 15 

MS VANDELER:  [10:58:22](Interpretation) I'm now moving on to another point 16 

topic, so this might be a good moment to have the break. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:31] Indeed, the break until 11.30. 18 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:58:35] All rise. 19 

(Recess taken at 10.58 a.m.)  20 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.34 a.m.)  21 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:34:33] All rise.  22 

Please be seated.  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:02] We are in open session.  Please continue.  24 

Yes, you have the floor, and I remind you we are in open session. 25 
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MS VANDELER:  [11:35:48](Interpretation) Before going back to open session, I 1 

would like to have a private session to -- for two questions.  Can we move to private 2 

session, please.    3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:58] Yes.   4 

Private session. 5 

(Private session at 11.36 a.m.) 6 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:36:16] We're in private session, Mr President. 7 

MS VANDELER:  [11:36:30](Interpretation)  8 

Q.   [11:36:31] Mr Witness, a short while ago we talked about the military training of 9 

the sons of former President Bozizé.  But apart from his sons, were there many 10 

members of the genealogical family of Bozizé who were either in the army, the police, 11 

or the gendarmerie? 12 

A.   [11:36:51] Thank you, Mr President.  I do not think so.  I mean, there was a -- a 13 

diversity of people, a diverse group of people.  To say that it was only his relatives or 14 

people from his ethnic group, I do not think so. 15 

Q.   [11:37:13] Let me rephrase the question and be a bit more specific.  The 16 

brothers of François Bozizé and the children of his brothers, were some of them in the 17 

army?  18 

A.   [11:37:30] Thank you, Mr President.  Of course, his children were in the army.  19 

Some of the children of his brothers were also in the army -- are also in the army. 20 

Q.   [11:37:47] Do you have any particular names in mind? 21 

A.   [11:37:53] No, Mr President.   22 

Q.   [11:38:00] Do you know Ndoutingai? 23 

A.   [11:38:09] Yes, Mr President, I know Mr Ndoutingai.  He was one of the officers 24 

who were former liberators. 25 
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Q.   [11:38:26] And was he related to Mr François Bozizé? 1 

A.   [11:38:31] Yes, of course, Mr President. 2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Q.   [11:39:49] Was that person in the military? 11 

A.   [11:39:53] Yes, indeed, Mr President. 12 

Q.   [11:39:58] And was that gentleman related to Mr François Bozizé? 13 

A.   [11:40:07] Yes, indeed, Mr President. 14 

Q.   [11:40:11] Thank you, Mr Witness.   15 

I will now go to a totally different topic, but I would like my first question to be put in 16 

private session, just for that one question.  Then we can revert to open session.   17 

Do you know Mr Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona?  And, if yes, since when? 18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

Q.   [11:42:23] Thank you.   5 

I think we can go back to open session now.  Thank you very much. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:42:30] Open session. 7 

(Open session at 11.42 a.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:42:44] We're back in open session, Mr President.  9 

MS VANDELER:  [11:42:56](Interpretation)  10 

Q.   [11:42:56] Did you know that Mr Ngaïssona was also in exile in Cameroon and 11 

in which town he lived? 12 

A.   [11:43:08] Yes, I knew that he was in exile in Cameroon, specifically in Douala.  13 

That is what I know. 14 

Q.   [11:43:19] Do you know whether he had arrived before or after you in Douala? 15 

A.   [11:43:32] I do not have any idea, but from what I know, he must have come 16 

well before I, myself, arrived there. 17 

Q.   [11:43:44] Did you ever go to his home in Douala? 18 

A.   [11:43:58] I went, not to his home, but where his close acquaintances or relatives 19 

were living in Douala.  That is when he lost his younger sister.  Same father, same 20 

mother.  {ICR: (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)}  So I was really making it a point to go and visit the bereaved relatives.  22 

So that is how I can say I went to his place, because that is where his whole family 23 

lived, but he, himself, did not live there. 24 

Q.   [11:44:51] Do you remember the name of that neighbourhood in which his  25 
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family lived? 1 

A.   [11:45:04] If I remember well, it must be the neighbourhood of Deido, I believe. 2 

Q.   [11:45:15] I would like to show you a photograph.   3 

It is tab 2 of the Defence list and it is CAR-D30-0005-0020.  And that document can 4 

be shown to the public. 5 

Can you see that photograph, Mr Witness? 6 

A.   [11:45:54] Yes, Mr President. 7 

Q.   [11:45:58] Do you recognise that house? 8 

A.   [11:46:11] In my humble opinion, it must be the house where his relatives 9 

lived -- his parents lived, or his relatives. 10 

Q.   [11:46:27] And did the members of the family of Mr Ngaïssona living there, 11 

were there many? 12 

A.   [11:46:41] It was an entire family.  There were many of them.  He is someone 13 

from a very large family and someone who has an open heart -- heart, he has an open 14 

heart, so he assists people.  So there was a whole large family living in that house 15 

during that period. 16 

Q.   [11:47:14] Do you know whether he was the one who had the initiative to bring 17 

all the family members to Douala for their safety? 18 

A.   [11:47:31] Yes.  Mr President, as you know, at the time of those events, even if 19 

he did not say so voluntarily, people were seeking to find refuge.  And knowing that 20 

they had a pillar of their family living there, they would try all means, not only to be 21 

in Douala, to be in good hands.  That is probably it.  But I cannot confirm whether 22 

he was the one who asked for all those people to come and join him there.  But, as I 23 

said, he is someone who is very generous.  He receives everybody and he gets very 24 

close very quickly with everyone.  And that is the reason. 25 
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Q.   [11:48:32] And so, based on what you observed, he was responsible for a large 1 

number of people who were dependent on him? 2 

A.   [11:48:53] Yes, that is correct, Mr President.    3 

Q.   [11:48:57] And, based on what you were able to observe, were there people 4 

other than members of his family living in that house in Deido? 5 

A.   [11:49:14] I do not think so. 6 

Q.   [11:49:20] You have told us that you did not see the house in which 7 

Mr Ngaïssona himself was living in Douala, but you knew that he was also living in 8 

another house in Douala; is that correct? 9 

A.   [11:49:40] Yes, that is correct, Mr President. 10 

Q.   [11:49:44] Both you and myself, we should keep trying to observe a pause 11 

between questions and answers.  Is that okay? 12 

A.   [11:50:03] Yes. 13 

Q.   [11:50:06] Yes.  You are trying very well, but let us try to keep that going. 14 

Now, so, when did you go to this house in Deido? 15 

A.   [11:50:22] As I told you, I went to Deido when Mr Ngaïssona lost his younger 16 

sister, and she was a compatriot, {PFR: (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)} , and then she passed away, 18 

so I was -- I made a point of going to visit that family.  That was the occasion when I 19 

went there. 20 

Q.   [11:51:00] And were you able to see many Central Africans who had come to 21 

pay tribute to the sister of Mr Ngaïssona? 22 

A.   [11:51:22] Yes, that is correct, Mr President.  Mr Ngaïssona is a public 23 

personality, somebody who is very well known in our country, and in Douala also he 24 

is also very well known.  So it is normal that the Central African compatriots, when 25 
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they heard that Mr Ngaïssona had lost his sister, they make efforts to go and pay 1 

homage or tribute to him. 2 

Q.   [11:51:57] So, if I understand you correctly, it was not because of any particular 3 

close relationship for people to go and pay their tributes to the younger sister of 4 

Mr Ngaïssona at that time? 5 

A.   [11:52:17] I do not think so, but, as I said, he is a public personality, a person 6 

who is very well known.  That is the case. 7 

Q.   [11:52:31] A short while ago you said you no longer remember precisely when 8 

your small family joined you in Douala.  Maybe that tragic event could refresh your 9 

memory.  Was your family already there in Douala at the time of the death of the 10 

sister of Mr Ngaïssona?  Was it approximately the same period or well after? 11 

A.   [11:53:07] No, my small family joined me after the death of Mr Ngaïssona's 12 

sister. 13 

Q.   [11:53:18] Where else, or when else did you see Mr Ngaïssona in Cameroon? 14 

A.   [11:53:32] I saw Mr Ngaïssona when our country was playing against South 15 

Africa in Yaoundé, and that was when Mr Ngaïssona was president of the Central 16 

African football association.  And since it was our team which was playing, there 17 

was a strong presence of a delegation of Central Africans from Bangui who came for 18 

the occasion, and the Central African people living in Douala, Yaoundé and 19 

everywhere else in Cameroon also came there for that occasion.  So that was where I 20 

physically saw Mr Ngaïssona and we shook hands, we greeted each other.  That is 21 

when he knew that I was there and I also knew that he was there and we shook 22 

hands. 23 

Q.   [11:54:47] Very well.  So, if I understand you well, the match took place before 24 

the death of Mr Ngaïssona's sister? 25 
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A.   [11:55:06] I cannot really tell you whether it was before or after, because during 1 

that time we were all lost, given what was happening in our country.  So my 2 

memory is not accurate enough to tell you precisely when. 3 

Q.   [11:55:32] That's not a problem at all.  Thank you very much. 4 

And when you saw Mr Ngaïssona briefly at that match, was he -- did he seem to you 5 

to be in good shape, physical good shape? 6 

A.   [11:55:57] Yes.  Mr President, when I saw him in -- Ngaïssona, he was not the 7 

Mr Ngaïssona that I knew.  He was not really in his own skin.  He was not the 8 

usual person that I had been seeing in the past, to the best of my knowledge. 9 

Q.   [11:56:22] Can one say that he looked weakened in relation to the memories you 10 

had of him in the CAR? 11 

A.   [11:56:38] I can say yes, because we were shocked by the events in the country.  12 

He was a businessman and all his businesses were pillaged and destroyed, and as the 13 

president of the federation of football, when he came on that day of the match, our 14 

country lost.  So all those things could have an effect on him, so he was not really 15 

himself when I saw him. 16 

Q.   [11:57:16] And during that match, for how long did you stay in Yaoundé? 17 

A.   [11:57:31] Mr President, I believe I would have arrived, like today, the day after 18 

I saw the match, and the next day I left Yaoundé again, back to Douala. 19 

Q.   [11:57:57] And apart from those two occasions - that is the match in Yaoundé 20 

and the condolences for the death of his junior sister in Douala - did you see 21 

Mr Ngaïssona again in Cameroon? 22 

A.   [11:58:18] We did not see each other again, Mr President, until we met again 23 

once in Bangui after the departure of the Seleka. 24 

Q.   [11:58:30] And during the period when Mr Ngaïssona was in Cameroon, were 25 
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you on telephone contact with him? 1 

A.   [11:58:55] I don't think even once, no. 2 

Q.   [11:59:02] And did you travel to other towns in Cameroon during the period 3 

when you were in exile, apart from the time you went to Yaoundé for the match? 4 

A.   [11:59:30] Thank you.  Mr President, apart from Yaoundé, I did not travel to 5 

any other town. 6 

Q.   [11:59:49] So you never went back to Yaoundé? 7 

A.   [11:59:51] No, Mr President. 8 

Q.   [11:59:55] And did you go outside of Cameroon during that period of exile? 9 

A.   [12:00:09] No, Mr President. 10 

MS VANDELER:  [12:00:13](Interpretation) For the next series of questions I would 11 

like to go back to private session, please. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:30] Private session. 13 

(Private session at 12.00 p.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:00:39] We are in private session, Mr President. 15 

MS VANDELER:  [12:01:04](Interpretation)  16 

Q.   [12:01:05] Mr Witness, did you see Francois Bozizé in Cameroon? 17 

A.   [12:01:10] Not a single time, Mr President. 18 

Q.   [12:01:17] Did you hear talk about him being in Yaoundé for a period of time? 19 

A.   [12:01:29] Yes, Mr President.  Like any other person who was from the Central 20 

African Republic and who was living there, like any other compatriot, I'd heard that 21 

he was living there. 22 

Q.   [12:01:51] Did you see Françis Bozizé in Cameroon? 23 

A.   [12:02:01] No, Mr President. 24 

Q.   [12:02:05] Once in exile in Douala, did you feel safe from the Seleka, after you 25 
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were relocated to Cameroon? 1 

A.   [12:02:30] Yes.  Mr President, once I was in Douala, I felt that I was safe with 2 

my immediate family, of course, but not totally, because the Seleka -- many of the 3 

Seleka had made their way into Cameroon at the time, and you must realise that most 4 

of the soldiers from the Central African Republic and other compatriots who had fled 5 

had crossed to Cameroon.  So they also set up their own system on the other side.  6 

So many of them had managed to make their way into Cameroon.  So, we were 7 

living in fear, but also quite safely, of course. 8 

Q.   [12:03:39] At any particular time, did the Seleka attempt to intervene with the 9 

Cameroonian authorities to have Central African Republic soldiers returned to the 10 

country, the ones that were in exile in Cameroon? 11 

A.   [12:04:08] Yes, of course, Mr President. 12 

Q.   [12:04:12] Could you explain to us what that was all about? 13 

A.   [12:04:22] Yes.  Mr President, the Seleka regime, as I told you earlier, knew that 14 

many soldiers from the Central African Republic and many other people from the 15 

country had taken shelter in Cameroon - some in Yaoundé, in Douala, some in 16 

Bertoua - and, subsequently, these authorities sought out various ways and means to 17 

repatriate these citizens of the Central African Republic who were in Cameroon, so 18 

they attempted to make this happen.  Some of the authorities of the country had 19 

travelled, and they met with the Cameroonian authorities, beginning with the 20 

authorities in Yaoundé.  So they went to Bertoua as well, because that is where our 21 

soldiers were.  They were on a military base there, safe and sound.  And, also, they 22 

conducted a -- well, they went to Douala as well to meet with other people from the 23 

Central African Republic, and this was under the authority of the Cameroonian 24 

authorities.   25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  Some of our military compatriots who had stayed in the country,  5 

they would go back to their bases, but once they were back there, that was the end of 6 

the game for them, they were done.  And we were all registered, you see, with the 7 

UNHCR there, and there, the authorities realised that if we were to go back to the 8 

country, we would be in danger, and so the authorities refused and we stayed in 9 

Cameroon until the Seleka regime fell. 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

Q.   [12:08:38] But the general sentiment that you saw amongst these FACA 17 

members who had been identified, what you sensed was that they were afraid to go 18 

back to the Central African Republic? 19 

A.   [12:08:50] Yes, and I, too, felt that fear.  It's -- it was no secret, Mr President. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:08:59] Ms Berdennikova? 21 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [12:09:03] Thank you, your Honour. 22 

I just wanted to note that the last question was calling for speculation somewhat.   23 

But aside from that, since the witness has already answered, and that's okay, I just -- I 24 

think it would be helpful to have the basis of knowledge also of the witness for the 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-296-Red2-ENG CT WT 04-07-2024 40/77 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4848 

04.07.2024           Page 41 
 

topic that was just discussed, because at the moment it's not clear whether this is 1 

speculation or whether he actually knows. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:09:28] Well, if it will not be addressed by 3 

Ms Vandeler, then you can address it; but, of course, it's also always in the interests of 4 

the calling party to find out with the witness where the source of information comes 5 

from, stems from, because this could help the Court to assess the credibility of what 6 

has been said, obviously. 7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) 19 

A.   [12:11:27] (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)   4 

All the soldiers who were there were following the developments in the country very 5 

closely, and the history of our country at that time was almost an international story.  6 

There was all kinds of information on the television, on the radio, over the waves, on 7 

social media.  Everyone knew what was going on, and so that is why the Central 8 

African Republic soldiers took the position they did.  They know -- they knew that 9 

some of their brothers in arms had attempted to go back to their bases and were 10 

immediately killed by the Seleka there.  So people were not going to go back to the 11 

Central African Republic just for the pleasure of it; they were going to stay in 12 

Cameroon where they could take shelter. 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [12:15:29] And did the Cameroonian intelligence services -- were they on a state 24 

of -- in a state of alarm, at the time of the crisis in the Central African Republic? 25 
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A.   [12:15:54] Not just the Cameroonian authorities, the entire region, actually.  1 

The Congo-Brazzaville was on alert -- the DRC, Cameroon, all the countries that 2 

surrounded us, they were all on alert, everywhere. 3 

Q.   [12:16:24] But you were in Cameroon at that time, you were able to see that that 4 

the Cameroonian intelligence service was very active at that time because of this 5 

influx of refugees from the Central African Republic? 6 

A.   [12:16:52] Yes, indeed, they were on high alert, so to speak.  They were truly 7 

monitoring the situation very closely. 8 

Q.   [12:17:01] Were you regularly in contact with friends or family members in 9 

Bangui, particularly in your neighbourhood, the (Redacted)? 10 

A.   [12:17:17] Of course. 11 

Q.   [12:17:27] And were some friends or family members hit hard by the acts of 12 

violence and abuse of the Seleka? 13 

A.   [12:17:42] Of course. 14 

Q.   [12:17:45] Do you have a specific example of someone very close to you who 15 

was affected? 16 

A.   [12:18:00] Yes, I do have an example, quite a tangible example, (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted) 5 

Q.   [12:19:48] When you were in exile in Douala, how did you fill your days? 6 

A.   [12:20:00] Thank you.  Mr President, when we were in exile in Cameroon, since 7 

I didn't have any work, I spent a lot of time watching television, or I was on my 8 

computer, I listened to the news.  I would look for news items on the internet about 9 

the situation that we were going through back in the Central African Republic. 10 

MS VANDELER:  [12:20:45](Interpretation) Your Honour, I believe we can go back 11 

into open session. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:20:49] Open session. 13 

(Open session at 12.20 p.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:20:56] We're back in open session, Mr President. 15 

MS VANDELER:  [12:21:05](Interpretation)  16 

Q.   [12:21:07] And were there a lot of comments in the media and on social media 17 

about the news from the Central African Republic? 18 

A.   [12:21:20] Yes.  Mr President, the situation -- well, everyone really was 19 

monitoring that situation very closely.  Everyone was paying attention to the 20 

situation. 21 

Q.   [12:22:00] So was there a lot more chatter, so to speak, than usual? 22 

A.   [12:22:05] Yes.  When the Seleka invaded the country, in order to find out what 23 

was going on, people relied on social media, so they really -- to pass on news to other 24 

people from the Central African Republic, to know what was going on.  So we  25 
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would pass on news to one another over social media, social networks. 1 

Q.   [12:22:42] And what was the primary motivation for that, for keeping abreast of 2 

what was going on and passing on information, passing on the news? 3 

A.   [12:22:54] Thank you.  Mr President, the primary motivation was to be 4 

informed, to inform others, to prevent people back home from being in danger.  Just 5 

imagine, at that time when the Seleka invaded the country, just imagine they might 6 

attack a sector, for example, Seydou neighbourhood, and once that neighbourhood 7 

was destroyed, at the same time they were there in that neighbourhood making 8 

problems already.  Well, these people made no secret of their attacks, what they 9 

were up to.  They would say, "Let's go to Boy-Rabe."  They would say that.  And 10 

immediately people would know, and they would pass on the information on social 11 

networks, social media.  And once we heard about that, we would inform others via 12 

social networks, or we would call our relatives in Boy-Rabe and say, "Listen, watch 13 

out, apparently the Seleka has attacked Seydou, but after Seydou they're heading 14 

towards Boy-Rabe, so be careful there."   15 

So, you see, that's how we would inform one another, to help relatives back home 16 

avoid the troubles and the disorder of the Seleka, to make sure that they would be 17 

safe. 18 

Q.   [12:24:54] What platform did you use to follow the news from your country?  19 

Television, radio, other platforms? 20 

A.   [12:25:05] Mostly the television and social networks.  Facebook, of course, 21 

Mr President. 22 

Q.   [12:25:26] Indeed.  Speaking of Facebook, I'd like to better understand how you 23 

would get information and how the information was shared, all right? 24 

In practical terms, how did that happen?  You would get information.  How would 25 
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you get information and how would you exchange information?  1 

A.   [12:25:52] Thank you.  Mr President, generally speaking, we would get the 2 

news or the information over the telephone.    3 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:26:03] Correction: over the television. 4 

THE WITNESS:  [12:26:11](Interpretation) Information on the television, or maybe 5 

from Facebook.  Someone would, say, be present when something was going on and 6 

film what was going on and put the footage on his Facebook wall.  And, you see, a 7 

person would be able to pass on the information to others.  They might say, "Listen, I 8 

just saw this on Facebook, watch out", or someone might send us a message. 9 

MS VANDELER:  [12:26:52](Interpretation)  10 

Q.   [12:26:53] So just to make sure I've understood correctly, when one of your 11 

friends or one of your Facebook friends put something on his wall, would your 12 

friends be able to see what was posted? 13 

A.   [12:27:10] It would -- it would depend whether or not the person was friends 14 

with the other person, but it -- usually, if I receive something, I would try to pass on 15 

the information.  I don't know about other people, though. 16 

Q.   [12:27:27] Well, let's imagine that your friends are not friends with the person 17 

who posted something on his wall.  Those people wouldn't be able to see the wall 18 

without your re-posting the information on your page; is that correct? 19 

A.   [12:27:49] Correct. 20 

Q.   [12:27:52] Just to make sure everyone understands, could we talk about a 21 

Facebook wall and what that means. 22 

A.   [12:28:07] Well, the wall, that's the messages that are -- that appear.  For 23 

example, if I want to post a photograph or an event, I put it on the news page, or the 24 

newsfeed, so that my friends can see.  It's not something in the inbox; it's something 25 
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that's put up there for the public to see. 1 

Q.   [12:28:40] So that's on your Facebook page, actually, right? 2 

A.   [12:28:43] Yes, of course. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:28:49] The witness is also an expert witness, 4 

somehow, somehow, let me put it this way.   5 

Just a remark, nothing to follow up.  Please continue. 6 

MS VANDELER:  [12:29:21](Interpretation)  7 

Q.   [12:29:21] So, if I continue along that particular line of reasoning, your Facebook 8 

contacts could see news on your wall without you necessarily being the source of the 9 

information, right? 10 

A.   [12:29:40] Of course.  But, generally speaking -- well, I'm saying that the 11 

information might be on the Facebook wall can't come directly from me.  It might 12 

come from you and, since we're friends, I'm in the know.  And if I put something on 13 

my Facebook wall, you can see it and, if you want, you can pass on the information.  14 

It's a -- it's like the page for news, the news feed, and it's visible to everyone, or 15 

sometimes friends of friends can see what you put up on your Facebook page.  16 

Q.   [12:30:29] Now, is it possible that some people might take a shortcut and say 17 

that the information came from a person - you, for example - because you had posted 18 

something on your wall, whereas, in actual fact, you had just followed a news item 19 

coming from another wall? 20 

A.   [12:30:54] Yes, of course. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:30:57] Ms Berdennikova.   22 

Please wait a second.   23 

Ms Berdennikova. 24 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [12:31:04] Your Honours, the witness has answered, but that 25 
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question clearly called for speculation. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:31:10] Well, it's always a bad sign when a 2 

question starts with, "is it possible", let me put it this way.  In the substance, it 3 

followed up to what the witness has already answered and I think -- I think we can let 4 

it pass like that, the information that we have.  And I also saw with some of the 5 

remarks that the witness made on the side of the Prosecution, some nodding, so it 6 

does not seem to be wrong, what he says about the functioning of these Facebook 7 

posts, and newsfeeds, and so on.  You can -- you can address it in your examination 8 

if you think there is something amiss.  Please continue. 9 

MR KNOOPS:  [12:31:50] Mr President, if I may, the -- the second part of our 10 

examination will show that the witness is using Facebook more than a decade, so 11 

based on his experience I believe he is -- 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:32:02] Well, he is, of course -- my last -- last 13 

remark was just that I had the impression that the witness knows what he's talking 14 

about.  He is, of course, not technically an expert, but still, like always, the Chamber 15 

will take into account his experience with the whole thing.  And it can, of course, be 16 

questioned by the Prosecution, if they think something is not correct technically, how 17 

this works.  But we will take this into account, obviously.   18 

Please continue with your examination. 19 

MS VANDELER:  [12:32:44](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.  And we will 20 

provide more concrete examples later. 21 

Q.   [12:33:21] Given what you have been describing, there is this multiplication of 22 

exchanges which was initially inspired also by the fear of what could happen to your 23 

community.  So the initial objective of the members was to protect your community.   24 

Now, based on what you were able to observe yourself, did that not also propagate a 25 
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worrying quantity of fake news, or false information?  That is, if you are aware or if 1 

you know that there was fake news circulating. 2 

A.   [12:34:15] Mr President, not all information is accurate.  Amongst those pieces 3 

of information, there is genuine news and false information.  And since one cannot 4 

overlook information, when we receive information, we try to share it amongst 5 

ourselves as a precautionary measure, to the best of my knowledge. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:34:42] Ms Vandeler, please be careful not to lead 7 

the witness. 8 

MS VANDELER:  [12:34:55](Interpretation)  9 

Q.   [12:34:58] But were you in a position to cross-check the information that you 10 

were forwarding? 11 

A.   [12:35:13] As I said a short while ago, to have that possibility of cross-checking 12 

or verifying that information, you could try to contact other people, whether they 13 

have the same information as myself or not.  That is the way I go about it.  But, as I 14 

said a short while ago, not all information is reliable.  But since you cannot overlook 15 

information, whenever you receive information, you try to share it. 16 

Q.   [12:35:58] Were you necessarily close to all the people with whom you had 17 

exchanges on Facebook? 18 

A.   [12:36:16] Thank you, Mr President.  As you know, when the Seleka seized 19 

power and we were scattered all over the place, we all became family, whether you 20 

knew someone or not, but since we arrived there, we all became relatives, one family, 21 

so to speak, but that did not necessarily mean I would personally know the people. 22 

Q.   [12:36:55] You have already more or less answered this question, but just for 23 

clarification, did you have any means of verifying that people sharing information 24 

with you and others on the events in the field in the CAR, whether those people were 25 
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really there on the ground? 1 

A.   [12:37:36] Experiencing something in the field - for example, when the Seleka 2 

were perpetrating crimes in the country and they were forwarded on the social 3 

media - it means the person had seen these things to be able to send the news to the 4 

platforms or social media, but I'm not in a position to confirm whether those people 5 

were indeed on the ground.   6 

Q.   [12:38:15] And, as you have explained, the information was forwarded from 7 

place to place, from wall to wall and it became more complicated to know where it 8 

was coming from. 9 

A.   [12:38:40] (Overlapping speakers)(No interpretation)  10 

MS VANDELER:  [12:38:43](Interpretation) Mr President, I have no further questions 11 

and I will now want to hand over to Maître Knoops for the continuation and I thank 12 

you for your patience. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:56] Thank you.  Thank you very much.   14 

Mr Knoops, what do you think?  If we make now the lunch break until 2 o'clock and 15 

then you resume, you can start afresh?  Let's do it this way. 16 

MR KNOOPS:  [12:39:06] Yes, Mr President, good idea. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:39:07] Okay.  Let's have the lunch break until 18 

2 o'clock. 19 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:39:11] All rise. 20 

(Recess taken at 12.39 p.m.)  21 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.02 p.m.)  22 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:02:14] All rise. 23 

Please be seated. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:02:42] Good afternoon.   25 
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Mr Knoops, you have the floor. 1 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:02:49] Thank you, Mr President. 2 

QUESTIONED BY MR KNOOPS: 3 

Q.   [14:02:51] Good afternoon, Mr Witness.   4 

We've met at the courtesy meeting.  I'm one of the lawyers of Mr Ngaïssona.  My 5 

name is Alexander Knoops.  I'm attorney-at-law in the Netherlands, here in 6 

Amsterdam.  I thank you also, Mr Witness, for your time, spending with us today 7 

and tomorrow, and maybe Monday, in court.   8 

My -- my part of the examination will address more concretely how information in 9 

2013 was disseminated through social media and press.  And the purpose of my 10 

examination is that we give you the chance to respond to certain social media outlets 11 

in which you are mentioned or which were authored by you yourself.  Because 12 

I believe this is the first opportunity for you, in this case, to explain how information 13 

in 2013 was dispersed. 14 

In the course of my examination, Mr Witness, I will, therefore, put several documents 15 

to you, press articles, Facebook messages, which mention you or which are authored 16 

by you, and give you an opportunity to explain to the judges the context of certain 17 

messages, et cetera. 18 

You understand the purpose of my examination? 19 

Before showing you a first document, which is a document from the Centrafrique 20 

Presse in which you are mentioned, and because you're mentioned in this document, 21 

I will ask the judges to go into private session in a second.  I, first, have a question 22 

about the author of this article.  And according to my information, this might reveal 23 

your identity, so I would ask the Presiding Judge if we --  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:05:30] Would be surprising if there was not at 25 
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least the risk, so we go to private session. 1 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:05:35] Yes. 2 

(Private session at 2.05 p.m.) 3 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:05:45] We are in private session, Mr President. 4 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:05:52] 5 

Q.   [14:05:52] Mr Witness, before I show you this document, could you tell the 6 

Court if you are familiar with a person with the name Prosper N'Douba? 7 

A.   [14:06:08] Thank you, Mr President. 8 

Mr Prosper N'Douba is part of the dignitaries of Mr Patassé's regime, and our 9 

revolution removed them from power in the year 2003.  That is what I know from 10 

that gentleman. 11 

Q.   [14:06:46] Would it be correct, Mr Witness, to say that Mr N'Douba was taken 12 

hostage or was arrested on the orders of Mr Bozizé in 2003? 13 

A.   [14:07:10] Yes. 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [14:08:36] Would you say, Mr Witness, that Mr N'Douba was at that time part of 24 

the inner circle of Patassé? 25 
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A.   [14:08:51] Yes, of course. 1 

Q.   [14:08:57] Do you have any information -- oh, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) did he express himself about  3 

the role of Mr Bozizé as president? 4 

A.   [14:09:25] Not at all. 5 

Q.   [14:09:28] Do you have any information, Mr Witness, whether Mr N'Douba was 6 

involved in the coup by the Seleka in 2013?  7 

*A.   [14:09:48] I do not have any information as such, but from what I know, Mr 8 

N'Douba is a journalist, an editor, and he often published newspapers who were 9 

opposed to the Bozizé system whilst he was in power, until he was no longer in 10 

power. So, that is what I know about this gentleman. 11 

Q.   [14:10:19] Is it correct, according to your information, that he, when 12 

President Bozizé was in power, was the editor-in-chief of the Centrafrique Presse, the 13 

online Centrafrique Presse? 14 

A.   [14:10:42] That is correct.  That is correct, Mr President. 15 

Q.   [14:10:54] Were you aware, Mr Witness, that Mr N'Douba, when the Seleka took 16 

over power in March 2013, Mr N'Douba got a position from Mr Djotodia in the Seleka 17 

government in April 2013? 18 

A.   [14:11:27] I do not have any idea about that, because that was not of any concern 19 

to me in fact. 20 

Q.   [14:11:36] I would like to show the Chamber tab 1 of our Defence binder.  It's 21 

CAR-D30-0003-0029.  22 

You see, Mr Witness --  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:12:01] Well, I think, Mr Knoops, this is already 24 

enough.  The witness has said he has no idea.  25 
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And, Mr Witness, we appreciate it that you really, if you don't know, you say you 1 

don't know.  That's absolutely okay.  But this document speaks for itself, 2 

Mr Knoops.  Please continue. 3 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:12:21] Yeah.  Yeah. 4 

Q.   [14:12:22] Mr Witness, did you later learn that Mr N'Douba got this position, as 5 

mentioned in this decree, in April 2013?  6 

A.   [14:12:43] I've only just read the document that came up on the screen. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:13:05] I think now could be the time to show the 8 

witness the press article. 9 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:13:10] Of course. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:13:11] Yes. 11 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:13:13] 12 

Q.   [14:13:13] Mr Witness, one question before I go to the press article.  Are 13 

you -- have you any information whether Mr N'Douba in 2013 was in contact with a 14 

gentleman with the name Adrian Poussou?  He was also a journalist in the CAR, and 15 

implicated in the Seleka regime.  Do you have any information on their potential 16 

relationship? 17 

A.   [14:13:51] I do not have an explanation to provide or any clarification to provide 18 

with regards to their relation.  But Mr Poussou is also a journalist, an editor from our 19 

country, and it would be normal for him to work with Prosper N'Douba because 20 

these people might have worked for the Seleka regime in the past.  Now, as to 21 

whether they really worked closely together or not, I have no idea. 22 

Q.   [14:14:31] Then, as the Presiding Judge announced, we would like to show you 23 

first a document, a press article.  (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:20:07] Mr Knoops, I think the witness has a 17 

point here.  And I know you wanted to make it absolutely sure, but we also 18 

understood the last answer of the witness encompassing, so to speak.  You can move 19 

on. 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:21:58] 12 

Q.   [14:21:59] (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  When you go back in your time in Douala, or in  14 

Cameroon in general, what is your information as to whether political gatherings 15 

were allowed in those days? 16 

A.   [14:22:39] Thank you. 17 

Mr President, I did not take part, nor was I aware of, so would -- how would I be in a 18 

position to answer something or answer a question about something that I am not 19 

aware of? 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:22:58] Mr Knoops, please move on. 21 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:23:01] 22 

Q.   [14:23:01] What was the position of the Cameroon authorities in those days 23 

when it concerned movement of FACA or the gathering of FACA officers in 24 

Cameroon? 25 
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A.   [14:23:23] Thank you. 1 

Mr President, as far as I know, when we were in Douala in Cameroon, I registered, 2 

I made myself known to the authorities of that location, and I can only speak to you 3 

about what I did, about myself or people whom I am close to.  But I'm not in a 4 

position to say anything else to you, Mr President. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:23:58] Well, that speaks in favour of the witness, 6 

actually, such an answer, if I'm allowed to make this remark. 7 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:24:15] 8 

Q.   [14:24:15] Mr Witness, are you familiar with a gentleman with the name (Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

THE WITNESS:  [14:29:10](Interpretation) Yes, Mr President.  Of course, this is my 17 

Facebook account. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:29:17] Thank you very much. 19 

So, Mr Knoops, for -- if in the future, now during this session and probably tomorrow, 20 

we have this Facebook account and the witness does not say, "No, this was concretely 21 

not me", we don't have to discuss this further.  Yes. 22 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:29:39] Okay.  Thank you, Mr President.  Yes. 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-296-Red2-ENG CT WT 04-07-2024 59/77 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4848 

04.07.2024           Page 60 
 

(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Q.   [14:31:54] Did you at that time, Mr Witness, have any concrete information of 11 

the exact location of Mr Bozizé, if we equal his identity with Kangara? 12 

A.   [14:32:25] Thank you, Mr President. 13 

During that time, when Seleka arrived, everyone knew that Bozizé had left Bangui 14 

and was in Yaoundé.  That is what everybody knew, just like myself and other 15 

Central Africans.  I know nothing more. 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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And my question to you is were you able to verify that information, whether he was 1 

actually in Douala? 2 

A.   [14:37:52] Thank you, Mr President. 3 

This is not an information that was confirmed as such, but we generally shared it 4 

amongst ourselves.  It is possible that someone in the group could have known 5 

about the veracity of that information, but I -- it is -- I have no capacity to verify, but 6 

when we have information we just share it amongst ourselves.  That is how that 7 

information that Bozizé was in Douala circulated. 8 

Q.   [14:38:33] Thank you, Mr Witness. 9 

By the way, my questions are in no way meant to reproach you, if that's something 10 

you might feel.  It's just to give you a chance to explain things. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:38:47] I think -- I think we have a clever witness 12 

here in the court.  We understand that.  It's the way things work in a courtroom, 13 

yeah.   14 

There's no -- Mr Witness, of course there's no problem with that.   15 

Please continue, Mr Knoops. 16 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:39:00] Yeah.  Mr President, just for the record, we have several 17 

documents for the Court to suggest that, in late August Mr Bozizé was still in France.  18 

I can mention the documents, for the Court's perusal.  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:15] No, it's not necessary.  You will inform 20 

us --  21 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:39:18] Of course.  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  -- with another avenue, so to speak. 23 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:39:23] Yeah.  Okay. 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:43:05] That -- yes, Ms Berdennikova?  2 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [14:43:08] Yes, your Honours, maybe I missed something, 3 

but I don't believe I have seen any references to France, and taken also out of 4 

context --  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:43:15] Yes, that's correct.  Yes, you are right.   6 

Mr Knoops, well, it is -- all these Facebook conversations we had also already.  They 7 

are not completely, let's say, outspoken.  Sometimes there are abbreviations, things 8 

like that.  You know, there are these question marks and the best is - indeed, what 9 

I have tried to do - to ask the witness that we have in the courtroom, what he makes 10 

out of this conversation and if he recalls it.   11 

It's a long time ago.  He's mentioned there, and I think he has answered. 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:47:07] This answer -- my question was not clear 12 

enough.  I have to admit that.   13 

Please continue, Mr Knoops. 14 

MR KNOOPS:  [14:47:14] 15 

Q.   [14:47:14] Mr Witness, there are several other messages on social media which 16 

suggest, which suggest that you were still part of a sort of rebellion or opposition or 17 

even the Anti-Balaka, and I would like to give you a chance to respond to those social 18 

media messages. 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

A.   [14:53:03] (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)   15 

Apart from that, there was no close relationship between himself and me in -- about 16 

anything.  I never talked to him about anything.  He never talked to me about 17 

anything.  We just remained Central African compatriots.  As I have said, I was not 18 

close to that environment, I was in my own corner. 19 

When we meet, since we are compatriots, we may just have exchanges, but not on any 20 

particular issue. 21 

Q.   [14:54:16] (Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)   2 

And we would kindly ask you to comment on this rumour --  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:55:28] No, not comment.  Simply asking, is this 4 

information correct in this document?  Or you say this is completely invented or 5 

whatsoever.  "Comment" is a bit, you know -- the witness can say insofar as he is 6 

concerned it's correct or not correct. 7 

THE WITNESS:  [14:55:55](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.  In my 8 

opinion -- opinion, it is fabricated information, fake news, because if you imagine that 9 

in the past (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:02:58] That is the important information that we 8 

need from you.   9 

Please continue, Mr Knoops.  I think you can still move on. 10 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:03:04] Yes. 11 

Q.   [15:03:05] Mr Witness, just out of curiosity, were you ever able to find out where 12 

this rumour originated from, that you apparently appeared in a newspaper in the 13 

(Redacted)?  Did you ever find out what the source of this information was? 14 

A.   [15:03:31] Well, Mr President, it lasted for quite -- well, it's quite some time ago 15 

now.  So we were really, you know, overwhelmed, we were receiving information 16 

from left, right and centre.  But I really don't remember who told me about this.  17 

Otherwise, I acknowledge that I shared this sentiment with (Redacted) and spoke  18 

to him in the manner in which you can read here. 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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A.   [15:05:21] Have you finished, Mr President? 1 

Well, I -- what could I say to you?  You know, what is being said here is rumours.  2 

It might be that people on the other side put things together in order to quote my 3 

name, saying that I was the one who allegedly organised this, that or the other, or a 4 

coup, or whatever, (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

Q.   [15:06:27] Thank you, sir. 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [15:16:34] Thank you.   24 

Mr President, as I've already said to you, we glean our information mainly over the 25 
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waves, either through broadcasts or social media, and we clicked left and right to 1 

ascertain whether this information is certain, something that we should take into 2 

account, or whether it's just people winding other people up in the context.  So I had 3 

the presence of mind to talk to (Redacted) about this and you see the content of our  4 

conversation here. 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Q.   [15:18:07] Now, Mr Witness, I switch topics and go to now the social media 9 

outlets and press articles which suggests that Mr Ngaïssona was part of the 10 

Anti-Balaka in 2013 and was part of the rebellion. 11 

My first question to you in this regard is: are you familiar with a gentleman with the 12 

name Joachim Kokaté? 13 

A.   [15:18:55] Yes, Mr President, I know the name Joachim Kokaté that has been 14 

bandied around in the Central African milieu, but I don't know it well, or him well. 15 

Q.   [15:19:21] Have you ever met him in Bangui or Cameroon in 2013, 2014? 16 

A.   [15:19:32] Mr President, not on one single occasion. 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:24:54] It's different dates, so -- so, we 2 

would -- we would need the exact page. 3 

Mr Knoops, perhaps in the -- in the meantime, if this is a difficulty now, I assume 4 

you -- how much time have you left with your examination? 5 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:25:41] I think I'm halfway. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:25:44] Halfway.  So I assume we will need 7 

anyway, of course, the whole day tomorrow and probably also Monday.   8 

I don't know, Ms Berdennikova, it might be too early to ask you if you have already 9 

an estimate.  Well, you had one before we started, but if there is any -- any change or 10 

is there any, let's say, update that you can give us. 11 

MS BERDENNIKOVA:  [15:26:09] I think it's a little bit early to say now.  But, yeah, 12 

I think I would need one or two sessions.  Hard -- hard to tell. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:19] Well -- well, then let's say, 14 

because -- because you are looking for it, we have nearly one and a half hour, the 15 

session is nearly over, so I think we can continue at 9.30 tomorrow. 16 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:26:33] We have found the entry, but it's maybe better to continue 17 

tomorrow because this is a new area of Facebook. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:40] Okay.  Then I think, as also we -- we are 19 

not in a rush, as I said.  And, again, we appreciate it, with the Defence of 20 

Mr Yekatom, that we had this possibility to let Mr Yekatom follow by -- via the 21 

detention centre and we hope that this can continue tomorrow and we hope that 22 

everyone is better and perhaps even well tomorrow.   23 

So this concludes the session for today.  We continue tomorrow, 9.30. 24 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:27:08] All rise. 25 
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(The hearing ends in private session at 3.27 p.m.)  1 
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