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Thursday, 20 June 2024 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.)  10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:32:38] All rise.  11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.   12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:56] Good morning, everyone. 14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:02] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of the Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18. 18 

And for the record, we are in open session 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:19] Thank you.   20 

Ms Galupa, you and your team are unchanged, I think, yes? 21 

MS GALUPA:  [9:33:28] That's true.  Thank you, Mr President. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:30] Okay.  Then representatives of the victims, 23 

please, your presence.  24 

MR DANGABO MOUSSA:  [9:33:39](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour, 25 
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and everybody else.  And good morning to the witness.  The representative of the 1 

other crimes is represented by Helyn Unac and myself, Dangabo Moussa. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:00] Thank you. 3 

Mr Suprun. 4 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:34:07] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 5 

Honours.  The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun.  6 

Thank you. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:13] Thank you.   8 

I turn to the Defence.  Ms Dimitri, please. 9 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:34:16] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 10 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom and 11 

it's the same composition as yesterday, Ms Anne-Sophie Veillette and myself, Mylène 12 

Dimitri.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:24] Thank you. 14 

And Mr Knoops, finally. 15 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:34:25] A very good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Good 16 

morning, everyone in the courtroom.  Good morning, Mr Witness.  We are in the 17 

same composition as yesterday, with the exception of Ms Kenza Ayadi in the second 18 

row.  And Mr Ngaïssona is here as well.  Thank you. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:35] Thank you, Mr Knoops. 20 

And, of course, good morning, and welcome again, Mr Witness, in the courtroom.  I 21 

hope you had a good rest. 22 

WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4608 (On former oath) 23 

(The witness speaks French) 24 

THE WITNESS:  [9:34:44](Interpretation) Very good.  Thank you.  25 
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Everything went very well. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:51] Yes.  We are glad to hear that.  And we 2 

continue with the examination by Ms Proulx. 3 

QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX: (Continuing)(Interpretation) 4 

Q.   [9:34:59] Good morning, Mr Witness.  5 

A.   [9:35:02] Good morning. 6 

Q.   [9:35:03] We will continue from where we stopped yesterday.  Currently, we 7 

are in open session, so remember that.  With the next series of questions I'm going to 8 

ask you, I'd like to show you some photos of the town of Bossangoa; so I'm going to 9 

show you a series of photos and I'm going to ask you what we see on the photos and 10 

what the photos depict as regards the bishopry.   11 

So do be careful when you answer the questions so you don't identify yourself, and if 12 

you need to say something which could reveal your identity, do let me know and we 13 

will ask the Presiding Judge to go into private session. 14 

So I'm going to start by showing you a photo which is in tab 16 in the Defence binder, 15 

CAR-D30-0011-0117. 16 

Mr Witness, could you describe what we're seeing on this photo.  Who are these 17 

people? 18 

A.   [9:36:28] Thank you.  On this photo, we see displaced persons who are there in 19 

order to unload the truck which came from Bangui {PFR: (Redacted)}.  And  20 

there, they are unloading fuel for the electricity -- electric generator. 21 

Q.   [9:37:11] Are the displaced often a role of helping out when you receive goods 22 

or human aid or fuel?  Did they often help out? 23 

A.   [9:37:20] They were well aware that {PFR: (Redacted)}, and whatever arrives  24 

is for them.  So they were also the labourers, if you like, as regards any humanitarian 25 
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aid we got, any provisions we got.   1 

As soon as that arrived, they ran to unload the trucks because it was in their interest 2 

to do so. 3 

Q.   [9:38:00] I'm going to show you another photo now.   4 

This is tab 17, CAR-D30-0011-0130.   5 

Once again, please, could you describe what we see without identifying yourself. 6 

A.   [9:38:22] On this photo, you can see those who are busy with the distribution of 7 

provisions and collecting information, who, together with the megaphone, reunited 8 

all the displaced persons to explain to them what behaviour they should have and 9 

under which conditions they would receive provisions. 10 

Q.   [9:39:11] So am I to understand that when the assistants -- the humanitarian 11 

assistants, the leaders provided instructions to the displaced so that they would 12 

understand how they could get the provisions; is that correct? 13 

A.   [9:39:26] You must remember that everybody needed something and as soon as 14 

humanitarian aid arrived, people were pushing -- jostling each other, because they 15 

wanted to get something before the others did.  So it was essential that they became 16 

aware that they must respect others.  And in the name of sound management, all the 17 

assistants that arrived would be appropriately distributed. 18 

Q.   [9:40:13] Thank you.  I'm going to show you another photo, this is tab 26.  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:24] Ms Galupa, I don't think it's an objection.   20 

MS GALUPA:  [09:40:26] No, but perhaps we can have the date of the photos, if 21 

Ms Proulx has it or if the witness -- 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:32] Thank you very much for that.  You're 23 

right. 24 

MS GALUPA:  [9:40:34] Thank you. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:35] If you can give us this information, 1 

obviously.  2 

MS PROULX:  [9:40:40] The information is being checked as we speak by my very 3 

efficient colleague. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:46] You can -- you can continue, and then if 5 

he -- if he is ready, he will tell you and then you can inform us. 6 

MS PROULX:  [9:40:54] Yes.   7 

So my next photo was -- (Interpretation) Sorry, I'm going to speak French again.    8 

Q.   [09:41:02] The next photo which I'd like to show you is tab 26, 9 

CAR-D30-0011-0285.   10 

Mr Witness, you can see the photo.  Perhaps it speaks for itself, but perhaps could 11 

you explain what is going on? 12 

A.   [9:41:28] Thank you.  What you see here on this photo is the image of all the 13 

displaced persons who are organised in groups in small neighbourhoods, if you like, 14 

so that there is some sort of organisation on the actual site itself. 15 

Q.   [9:42:13] Does this mean that despite the emergency situation, there was an 16 

attempt to have a certain order in the general layout? 17 

A.   [9:42:29] The organisation wasn't done overnight.  When they arrived, when 18 

these displaced persons arrived, they could all set themselves up wherever they 19 

found a spot.  Of course, there were tensions that grew up because there were people 20 

who didn't know each other, who suddenly found themselves in the same site.  21 

There were often quarrels to have a place for the children, for the women; so there 22 

was a lot of tension.  Therefore, it was absolutely necessary to help them so that they 23 

could live in cells, if you like, in neighbourhoods, {ICR: (Redacted)} could calm the 24 

situation and allow all of them to live peacefully. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:41] Mr Witness, it is -- I know my next 1 

question is difficult, if impossible to ask, but I give it a try.  What area, how big was 2 

the site of the bishopric where these 35, 36, 37,000 people were?  I don't know if you 3 

play football, but if you have a football field, could you say it's one, two, three football 4 

fields?  Just as -- you know, we cannot be exact, but that we have an idea how big the 5 

site was.  6 

THE WITNESS:  [9:44:21](Interpretation) The site was -- could be one 7 

neighbourhood of Bossangoa.  As I said, when the missionaries arrived, they had 8 

quite a lot of ground so that they could build the house for the bishop, for the priests, 9 

a cultural centre, a reception, schools, a small seminary.  So it was an entire 10 

collection of buildings; so the concession, the compound was quite large, which 11 

enabled the displaced persons to all gather there. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:16] I think we leave it at that.  It's very 13 

difficult to be more exact, yes?  Thank you, Mr Witness. 14 

Ms Proulx.  15 

MS PROULX:  [9:45:28] If that may assist your Honour, in the -- in the binder we 16 

have photos that I will not show today, because we have a lot, but in which we see 17 

tents pretty much until the end of the picture. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:42] Indeed.  Thank you very much. 19 

MS PROULX:  [9:45:44](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [9:45:45] For the record, the photo that you show that, in 16, where you see 21 

people who are unloading a truck is from 28 September 2013.   22 

The photo of tab 17 where you saw a man who was addressing the crowd is 2 23 

October 2013.   24 

And the last photo where you saw tents and individuals -- displaced individuals, tab 25 
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26, is 10 October 2013. 1 

I'm now going to move to the next photo.  It's tab 36, CAR-D30-0011-0323. 2 

Mr Witness, could you describe what we see on the photo? 3 

A.   [9:46:51] What you see on this photo is a market created -- or, set up through 4 

circumstances, and it's on the football pitch of the cultural centre of Bossangoa.  This 5 

meant we could no longer go the central market; so individuals organised themselves 6 

because their entire life had been now concentrated on this site. 7 

Q.   [9:48:03] Thank you.   8 

For the records, this photo is 24 November 2013. 9 

I'm going to show you another.   10 

Tab 43, CAR-D30-0011-0400.  Perhaps you could enlarge it a bit.   11 

Are you in a position to tell us what you see on this photo? 12 

A.   [9:48:36] Yes.  With the assistance of UNICEF, we also set up tents for 13 

recreational purposes in order to placate and calm everyone down.  So they were 14 

provided with cards, society games, in order to allow young people to find -- to find 15 

a way of killing time.   16 

After that, they were -- initiated something for smaller children so that they could 17 

have some instructions, some teachings, and all of this on the same site.  18 

Q.   [9:49:47] Thank you.   19 

I'm going to go to the next photo which is tab 48, CAR-D30-0011-0429.   20 

Once again, could you describe it to us, please. 21 

A.   [9:50:05] Just what I told you.  So after the recreation, they also set up a tent for 22 

the children to keep them occupied, to give them some sort of teachings.  I do 23 

remember that during this time we asked the children to draw whatever they could.  24 

You'll see that many drew armed men at the end. 25 
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Q.   [9:50:59] Thank you.   1 

This, for the record, is 14 October and I think I forgot to mention the date of the 43rd, 2 

is 12 October. 3 

I'm going to show you a last photo. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:51:17] Last photo is good.  No, I just wanted to 5 

say, it is clear and obvious that all these photos were taken in October-November 6 

2013; so, it's fine.   7 

Continue, please. 8 

MS PROULX:  [9:51:35](Interpretation) 9 

Q.   [9:51:36] I'm going to show you a final.   10 

It will be difficult for the witness to answer in open session, so I would ask the Court 11 

to go into private session. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:51:46] Yes, private session. 13 

(Private session at 9.52 a.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:52:02] We are in private session, Mr President. 15 

MS PROULX:  [9:52:05](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [9:52:08] So the last photo is tab 50 of the Defence binder CAR-D30-0011-0440. 17 

Once again, could you tell us what's happening in this photo? 18 

A.   [9:52:25] On this photo, you can clearly see agents of UNICEF who arrived in 19 

Bossangoa to meet the bishop and his staff.  This was done in order to find out what 20 

they could do and what advice could be given, (Redacted).   21 

What were the priorities, what were the needs, what are the priorities. 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

A.   [9:53:42] The photo that you can see, (Redacted)  25 
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but at the back, on the left, you see Father Michel, who was in charge of Caritas.  But 1 

it's on the left, right at the back.  (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)   4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

Q.   [9:54:54] You really have talked a lot about the bishopric since last afternoon.  8 

Is there any other information you would like to share with us as regards life at that 9 

time in the bishopric? 10 

A.   [9:55:14] What I'd like to share with the Court is that these were unhappy and 11 

painful moments.  (Redacted) the media assistants who had arrived and  12 

managed to describe the situation, and (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)   16 

When he arrived in Bangui, he didn't want to meet the bishop immediately.  He 17 

preferred to go to Bossangoa in order to assess the situation for himself.   18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) told him that it  21 

was not possible to live under these conditions.  And after that meeting, and seeing 22 

the situation of how people lived, seeing it with his own eyes, he was compelled to 23 

send the Sangaris mission to Bossangoa. 24 

(Redacted) 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-292-Red2-ENG CT WT 20-06-2024 9/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4608 

20.06.2024           Page 10 
 

(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

Q.   [9:58:42] Thank you, Mr Witness. 5 

I'm going to continue on another subject.  I'm going and try and do this in open 6 

session, if at all possible.  And if it doesn't work out, then we'll have to take 7 

measures to go into private session, but let's go and try and do this in open session. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:59:04] Open session. 9 

(Open session at 9.59 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:59:11] We are back in open session, Mr President. 11 

MS PROULX:  [9:59:23](Interpretation) 12 

Q.   [9:59:27] Mr Witness, in paragraph 53, you said that the first time that you heard 13 

something said about the Anti-Balaka is when FOMAC arrived and all the displaced 14 

were on the bishopric's site.   15 

Do you have an approximate date of that?  Was it before the 5 December 2013; and, 16 

if so, how much time before that? 17 

A.   [10:00:03] I can't remember exactly the date.  But, nevertheless, I think it was 18 

before December.  Sorry. 19 

Q.   [10:00:26] Was it some weeks, some days before December? 20 

A.   [10:00:35] Some weeks, perhaps even a month. 21 

Q.   [10:00:51] Have you already heard it said that the Anti-Balaka were supplied 22 

with weapons; that is to say that they had -- they had weapons which were made in 23 

the iron forge and they were handed over to André Abakar to be recovered by the 24 

Anti-Balaka?  That they were provided with artisanal weapons and cartridges? 25 
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A.   [10:01:21] I'm not aware of that, I've never heard of that. 1 

Q.   [10:01:28] Do you know a group leader called André Abakar? 2 

A.   [10:01:36] To the best of my knowledge, no.  What is true is that I'm from 3 

Bossangoa, {PFR: (Redacted)}, I wasn't very often in Bossangoa and, so, when it  4 

comes to having people's names, that is a bit difficult for me. 5 

Q.   [10:02:01] For the transcript, the allegation that I've just put to the witness, was 6 

made by witness P-2200. 7 

In his statement CAR-OTP-2088-2146 and, namely, paragraph 39 thereof. 8 

Now, in paragraph 66 of your statement, we come to 5 December 2013, and you state 9 

that on that morning towards 10 o'clock or 11 o'clock, the Seleka had time to place 10 

mortars in front of the Coton cell, the seminar -- seminary, the bishopric, and the 11 

house of the Franciscans where MFS was based.   12 

How did you find that out? 13 

A.   [10:03:00] First of all, I have to make a clarification.  It was a mortar that had 14 

been placed at the crossroads -- that is to say, you have the main road and then you 15 

have the road that goes between the seminary and the bishopric, and which goes 16 

down towards the monk's house and you have the Coton cell and the monk's house.  17 

Now, the mortar was placed in the middle of them.   18 

How I found out, they, themselves, entered the site to tell us that they had received an 19 

order to fire at the bishopric.  But, firstly, they proposed to drive everybody out of 20 

the bishopric, and were that not the case, they were going to shoot.   21 

That's what it was, they were going to fire. 22 

Q.   [10:04:12] Do you know why on that specific day the Seleka were threatening 23 

the bishopric and the displaced persons? 24 

A.   [10:04:25] I wouldn't be able to tell you that.  What I do know {ICR: (Redacted)}  25 
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 (Redacted) 1 

 (Redacted)} -- the idea was to reopen the market.  But it didn't work out because of the 2 

tensions.  And, as such, they wanted to threaten the displaced persons. 3 

Q.   [10:05:22] So on 5 December towards 10 or 11 o'clock when these events took 4 

place, did you hear anyone say that there was an attack on Bangui at that time? 5 

A.   [10:05:37] Well, in terms of the information, we weren't able to have that because 6 

we were under pressure.  Everybody was concerned with their own lives.  But all 7 

that I know is that there was a call which was launched to the people who were 8 

responsible or in charge in that place to say that the site was threatened and that 9 

perhaps, from one moment to another, there would be no more news.  That was 10 

what we were told. 11 

Q.   [10:06:19] I would like to ask for clarification with regards to your answer, but I 12 

think we have to go into private session. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:06:38] Private session. 14 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:06:40] Correction to page 13, line 16:  It wasn't 15 

"threatened" the displaced persons, it was "evict" the displaced persons. 16 

(Private session at 10.06 a.m.) 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:06:56] We are in private session, Mr President. 18 

MS PROULX:  [10:07:04](Interpretation) 19 

Q.   [10:07:05] Witness, you stated there was a call which was launched to the people 20 

who were in charge to say that the site was threatened and that perhaps, from one 21 

moment to another, there would be no more news.  That was said.   22 

Could you explain who you are talking about here? 23 

A.   [10:07:24] Thank you.  I told you a moment ago that the Seleka themselves 24 

claimed to tell (Redacted) that they had placed the mortar at the crossroads with the bishopric 25 
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and the seminary, and the Coton cell and the monk's house, and they also informed 1 

FOMAC thereof that they had to come quickly and that they went into the bishopric 2 

and they also found that.  (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

In the meantime, the head of state called the prefect and said that she was as well 11 

with FOMAC and came with the FOMAC to meet (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted).  And effectively, afterwards, they did fire and the mortar  17 

did hit the wall of the small seminary just behind the well, and they fired again, 18 

which went in front of -- went over us and then it fell in the aerodrome, and, at that 19 

time, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) and then you could smell burning, like matches everywhere.   21 

That's how it happened.  And at that time, the FOMAC were also going through the 22 

town to see if there was any damage.  That's what happened. 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

So, as I told you yesterday, I think, all the evenings it was necessary to make the 21 

generator work and do so until the morning for people's safety.  And the prime 22 

minister had promised on return that there would be fuel which would come in order 23 

to help us, and, to this day, they have not arrived.  24 

I can also add something thereto, if I may.  (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:15:18] (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  Nobody assumes that. 9 

MS PROULX:  [10:15:33] Thank you, Mr President. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:15:36] Mr Vanderpuye, are you objecting?  No.  11 

Okay.  Thank you. 12 

MS PROULX:  [10:15:46](Interpretation) 13 

Q.   [10:15:46] Witness, I'm coming back -- we are still on 5 December, and I know 14 

you said in your statement that on that day you didn't leave the bishopric, you hadn't 15 

seen fighting.  But you do say in paragraph 68 that it was the Seleka who initiated 16 

the attack on that day, so I would like to know how you know that? 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:12] Can we discuss this in open session? 18 

MS PROULX:  [10:16:17] I don't know. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:18] I think we -- yes, we can give it a try.   20 

Mr Witness, if you can answer in open session in a way that does not identify you, 21 

then we could go to open session and the public could hear what you have to say.  Is 22 

this okay? 23 

In doubt, we stay in private session.   24 

Please repeat the question.   25 
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Well, I sense that when the witness does not feel comfortable, so I sense that --  1 

THE WITNESS:   [10:16:50](Interpretation) Thank you.  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:52] -- even without an explicit answer.  So, 3 

Ms Proulx, please continue in private session. 4 

MS PROULX:  [10:17:04](Interpretation) 5 

Q.   [10:17:05] We are still in private session, so I'm repeating my question. 6 

In your statement, you say that on 5 December you didn't leave the bishopric.  So 7 

you didn't see, yourself, the fighting but what you say, nevertheless, on paragraph 68, 8 

is that it was the Seleka who initiated the attack on that day.   9 

So my question is, how did you find out about that? 10 

A.   [10:17:30] Well, I found out (Redacted) and also from the fact that when the 11 

objective hadn't been hit by the mortar, it was necessary to do something different; 12 

that's how it was, quite simply. 13 

Q.   [10:17:52] What do you mean by proceed differently or do it differently, or in 14 

a different manner? 15 

A.   [10:18:02] Well, it means that, first of all, they tried with the mortar to make the 16 

population afraid such that they would flee the site, but that didn't happen.  So then 17 

it was necessary to attack straight on.  That was it. 18 

Q.   [10:18:30] So still on paragraph 68, you state, "As we were being fired at, 19 

FOMAC fired back".   20 

Who are they -- who are they firing back at? 21 

A.   [10:18:46] Against the Seleka.  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted).  When I saw people, I wanted to sit down on the bed and I heard the 23 

firing and then I got up again and I took the direction of the bishopric and, at that 24 

time, I saw FOMAC who was there, who told me, "(Redacted), withdraw, withdraw, 25 
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because there is firing."   1 

And then they were on the other side at the hospital, which is opposite the church, 2 

and those people who were there, they were firing back.  So they were on the other 3 

side where the hospital is, opposite the church. 4 

Q.   [10:19:49] Now, in paragraph 70, you say that the Seleka won the battle of 5 5 

December and you add that FOMAC went to protect the Muslims and that later, there 6 

was a confrontation between the Anti-Balaka and the FOMAC, and then, the 7 

Anti-Balaka, they went in retreat because of the FOMAC. 8 

How did you find out about that? 9 

A.   [10:20:21] Well, there were several events which are being mixed up here.  10 

FOMAC withdrew from the site after a young man was killed, fired on in front of the 11 

cathedral.  And on that day, an officer from FOMAC - well, there was a contingent, 12 

congolais, a Congolese contingent, who was very highly appreciated by the displaced 13 

persons -- was with people all the time.  He ate with them, he would drink with 14 

them, and he was on the other side, behind the cathedral at the other end, and when 15 

he heard the firing, he had already had drunk something and he, in panic, left the site.  16 

And he crossed the entire site until the cathedral.   17 

And he was afraid and he shot into the air, and when a young man passed, I think 18 

that he thought that the young man was attacking him and he shot him.  And that is 19 

when the young people came out in a large group and they got him and killed him.  20 

And after this event, after this unfortunate event, FOMAC withdrew and they said, 21 

"You have killed one of ours, we are going to abandon you, and we are now going to 22 

ensure security for the displaced persons for the Liberté school."   23 

That's how it happened. 24 

Q.   [10:22:45] Witness, I think that we can go back into open session for a short time.   25 
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So I am just warning you to be careful, but I think we can try. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:22:58] Open session. 2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:23:00] Overlapping speakers. 3 

(Open session at 10.23 a.m.) 4 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:23:11] We are back in open session, Mr President. 5 

MS PROULX:  [10:23:17](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [10:23:20] Witness, have you heard it said that François Bozizé was behind the 7 

attack on Bossangoa on 5 December, 2013? 8 

A.   [10:23:45] Well, here, it's here that I'm learning that.  I'm not aware of that.  9 

Q.   [10:24:00] Now, after the attack of the 5th, so on the same day and in the coming 10 

days, or the following days, who was controlling the town of Bossangoa? 11 

A.   [10:24:18] As since the arrival of the Seleka, it was themselves.  There were no 12 

more FACA; the FACA weren't there.  The authorities -- the military authorities, all 13 

of that, there was nothing which existed.  The town was already under control. 14 

Q.   [10:24:45] Did you know that the Seleka committed reprisals after the attack of 15 

5 December? 16 

A.   [10:24:54] That's something that I found out.  It would appear that young 17 

people left from the bush towards Nana-Bakassa and other places, because of what 18 

happened on the site of the bishopric, and they attacked the site.  The site of the École 19 

Liberté -- Liberty school -- but it was FOMAC who drove them back. 20 

Q.   [10:25:32] I'm going to show you a document at tab 79, CAR-OTP-2109-0407. 21 

It's in English, witness, but I'm going to read it.  It's a tweet from an individual who 22 

works in Human Rights Watch, an American NGO.  And he is addressing 23 

Michel Djotodia, saying: 24 

We have information according to which the Seleka in Bossangoa -- Colonel 25 
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Saleh -- or the forces of Colonel Saleh are burning house in Bossangoa.   1 

And the information comes from 7 December 2013. 2 

Do you have any memory of that? 3 

A.   [10:26:28] Yes. 4 

Q.   [10:26:36] Could you tell us what you remember with regards to these burning 5 

houses? 6 

A.   [10:26:40] What we found out is that after this attack, the Seleka, so Saleh's 7 

forces, the auto-defence people, they found themselves in certain houses in the 8 

neighbourhood and that's the reason why they initiated this operation of burning 9 

houses. 10 

Q.   [10:27:21] Do you know if there were specific neighbourhoods in which houses 11 

were burnt, or was it just generally done in Bossangoa? 12 

A.   [10:27:29] It was always around Boro. 13 

Q.   [10:27:41] So, witness, in paragraph 70, you said there were a lot of houses -- in 14 

paragraph 77, you said that there were a lot of houses in Bossangoa that were burnt at 15 

that time.  Is that what you were referring to? 16 

A.   [10:27:55] Yes, that's correct. 17 

Q.   [10:28:15] I'm going to show you another document, which is at tab 80, 18 

CAR-OTP-2109-0408.   19 

And this is a very similar document.  It's another tweet, which is dated 7 December 20 

2013.   21 

And it states that we have information according to which the Seleka have killed 22 

a woman in Bossangoa, leaving behind her, her -- leaving her body behind, next to 23 

her two crying children.   24 

Did you hear anybody speak about murder committed by the Seleka in the days 25 
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which followed the attack of 5 December? 1 

A.   [10:29:10] Yes. 2 

Q.   [10:29:20] Do you have any examples -- specific, precise examples of such a type 3 

of event? 4 

A.   [10:29:27] Well, after this attack, from 5 December, and given that with their 5 

mortars they hadn't been able to achieve what they wanted to do and the 6 

auto-defence attacked them, they then carried out the burning of houses.   7 

And, at that time, the tension was too high.  Even though women who had been 8 

respected, those who tried to come, they were -- it was said to them, "Where are you 9 

from?" when they tried to leave the village.  And this woman who had left behind 10 

their children, so the women who tried to leave the village were killed, such as her.  11 

Q.   [10:30:27] And when the Sangaris arrived in Bossangoa a few days after the 12 

attack of the 5th, did they try to disarm the Seleka? 13 

A.   [10:30:41] When they arrived, it was always the same principle; it was to impose 14 

themselves upon us.  So as soon as they arrived, and with the weapons they had, as I 15 

said, there was a balance of fear.  This calmed the situation a bit. 16 

Q.   [10:31:36] Were there Seleka at the École de Liberté? 17 

A.   [10:31:41] As I said yesterday, wherever there were Muslims, there was 18 

protection offered by the Seleka.  That went together.    19 

Q.   [10:32:00] Since then? 20 

A.   [10:32:01] Yes. 21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:32:06] The answer is yes. 22 

MS PROULX:  [10:32:09](Interpretation) 23 

Q.   [10:32:11] Did the Sangaris disarm the Seleka who were at the École de Liberté? 24 

A.   [10:32:17] Not at all, they never started disarming the Seleka. 25 
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Q.   [10:32:31] For the records, I'm referring to P- -- to the statements made by P-2200, 1 

CAR-OTP-208 -- 008-2146, paragraph 63.    2 

A.   [10:32:55] May I add something?  After these attacks, there was a descent on 3 

the bishopric site in order to disarm the self-defence groups.  So the fact they didn't 4 

find any arms, but, nevertheless, they took everything that was like a machete, a knife 5 

in the foyer.  So that was it.  There were no arms, there were no weapons, but they 6 

collected all the knives which we used for the kitchen.  They also took the machetes, 7 

and from that moment onwards, they -- in Boro, they said -- it was claimed that we 8 

were doing exactly the same thing.  That's what the people from Boro said. 9 

Q.   [10:34:15] As far as you know, if you know, were there civil Muslims at the École 10 

de Liberté? 11 

A.   [10:34:24] I believe I answered that question yesterday.  They were armed and 12 

they walked around with their arms.  They always carried their weapons with them. 13 

Q.   [10:34:51] Did the FOMAC block the access of the Seleka to the École de Liberté? 14 

A.   [10:35:01] Could you please repeat that? 15 

Q.   [10:35:05] Did the FOMAC block access for the Seleka to enter the École de 16 

Liberté? 17 

A.   [10:35:15] If that was the case, there would have been clashes.  I don't know 18 

what happened, simply because they found them with them and there was no point 19 

in creating additional tension. 20 

Q.   [10:35:39] For the records, this statement went from P-2652, CAR-OTP-2126-0175, 21 

paragraph 64. 22 

Did the Seleka at any point of time, were they billeted at any time in Bossangoa? 23 

A.   [10:36:10] I know what I know.  As there were already two camps, there was 24 

the bishopric's site, which was close to the roundabout going towards Boro; that was 25 
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on the side of the Muslims and the Seleka.  But the Seleka were in the entire town, 1 

but more concentrated towards Boro.  The displaced could not go towards Boro.  2 

That's it. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:37:02] Ms Galupa.  4 

MS GALUPA:  [10:37:06] Thank you, Mr President.  Is it possible maybe to have an 5 

estimate of the period time he is talking about (Overlapping speakers)  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:37:12] We are at the moment discussing 7 

5 December, I think.  And the aftermath. 8 

MS GALUPA:  [10:37:20] Maybe if he could confirm that, that would be helpful for 9 

us later on. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:37:25] Okay.  Mr Witness, what you -- what 11 

you just --  12 

Thank you, Ms Galupa. 13 

What you were just describing, is this referring to 5 December and the aftermath? 14 

THE WITNESS:  [10:37:37](Interpretation) Thank you.  What I was trying to say 15 

is -- this was of -- at the aftermath of 5 December.  It's because of the events of the 16 

5 December.  It was the logical follow-up or follow-through of the events. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:38:01] Thank you for that clarification. 18 

Ms Proulx. 19 

MS PROULX:  [10:38:06](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [10:38:10] Were the Seleka -- or did the Seleka leave as soon as Djotodia had 21 

resigned? 22 

A.   [10:38:19] No, not at all. 23 

Q.   [10:38:28] My question was based on a statement in P-2652, CAR-OTP-2126-0175, 24 

paragraph 70. 25 
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In that case, Mr Witness, how much time did this Seleka remain in Bossangoa?  Until 1 

what point did they remain there? 2 

A.   [10:38:58] I can't remember exactly, I can't remember the date, but nevertheless, 3 

it was a while.  It wasn't so long ago.  It was, I think, soon after I left. 4 

Q.   [10:39:36] I'm not going to say the date when you left because I don't want you 5 

to be identified, but I understand that the Seleka were present until the date where 6 

you actually left? 7 

A.   [10:39:47] That is correct. 8 

Q.   [10:39:50] In the weeks that followed 5 December 2013, could the Anti-Balaka be 9 

seen walking freely in the town of Bossangoa? 10 

A.   [10:40:11] At a certain point in time, there were Anti-Balaka who started 11 

racketeering, that's true.  The people who went to the fields or who went to 12 

Bossangoa, but they weren't in Bossangoa proper, and much later some who were 13 

causing trouble in order to racketeer. 14 

Q.   [10:40:56] Thank you for that information.  I just want to go back a bit.  So 15 

after 5 December, when you left the bishopric to do your normal occupations, did you 16 

see Anti-Balaka who were walking around freely? 17 

A.   [10:41:12] Not at all. 18 

MS PROULX:  [10:41:20](Interpretation) For the Court, I'm talking about P-2652 19 

again.  I've already given the statement, it's paragraph 71. 20 

Q.   [10:41:37] Could you give us an idea of the number of Anti-Balaka who were in 21 

Bossangoa in the weeks following 5 December 2013?  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:41:54] Ms Galupa, I know.   23 

But, Mr Witness, do you have any information how many Anti-Balaka could have 24 

been in the city?  If you say you don't have any reference for that because you have 25 
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not counted them, I would say to simply say "no".   1 

Thank you, Ms Galupa.  I want just to shorten the whole thing a bit because 2 

Ms Proulx has promised that she finishes in the first session. 3 

Mr Witness, excuse me for this back and forth.  Any idea, Mr Witness, how many 4 

Anti-Balaka? 5 

THE WITNESS:  [10:42:32](Interpretation) Not at all. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:42:33] Thank you. 7 

Ms Proulx. 8 

MS PROULX:  [10:42:41](Interpretation) 9 

Q.   [10:42:44] I do have a follow-up question to that.  I just want to refer to 10 

something.  Were there a thousand Anti-Balaka in Bossangoa? 11 

A.   [10:42:58] I haven't understood the question.  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:43:02] Ms Proulx, Ms Proulx, it's -- it's a bit 13 

sneaky, not in a negative way, you try -- and I understand that, but the witness clearly 14 

has no idea and this -- well, "pas du tout" is relatively clear.  15 

So please continue. 16 

MS PROULX:  [10:43:23] I will just draw your Honours' attention to the number 17 

given in the statement of P-2652, paragraph 71.  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:43:34] Of course, thank you. 19 

MS PROULX:  [10:43:37](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [10:43:38] Mr Witness, if you know, did the Anti-Balaka loot with the Muslims 21 

and take the booty to the Catholic mission where they had set themselves up? 22 

A.   [10:43:54] I never saw that, and even if that happened, the leader of the site 23 

would never have accepted that. 24 

Q.   [10:44:09] I'm talking about 2200, paragraph 64 --  25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [10:44:28] Inaudible. 1 

MS PROULX:  [10:44:30](Interpretation) 2 

Q.   [10:44:31] Were all the houses of the Muslim destroyed between -- by the 3 

Anti-Balaka between 5 and 16 December 2013? 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:44:40] Ms Proulx.  5 

Ms Galupa, please sit down.   6 

Mr Witness, do you have any information that Muslim houses were burnt by the 7 

Anti-Balaka?  Do you have any information on that?  First question.  8 

THE WITNESS:  [10:44:56](Interpretation) No, your Honour. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:02] Ms Proulx, please continue. 10 

MS PROULX:  [10:45:04](Interpretation) I'm referring to P-2200 - I've already given 11 

the reference earlier - paragraph 64.   12 

Q.   [10:45:22] Mr Witness, do you have any information according to which the 13 

Anti-Balaka killed systematically all the animals belonging to the Peuhl? 14 

A.   [10:45:34] I haven't learnt that because, firstly, the Peuhl -- the cattle is for food 15 

and I think really, you can't kill animals just to kill the animals.  That's impossible.  I 16 

know what happened.  Many Muslims had herds and were owners of these cattle.  17 

They had given them to the Peuhl or other Muslims, but given the tension and by 18 

fleeing, they simply abandoned their cattle in the bush.  That was it. 19 

Q.   [10:46:36] Thank you.   20 

For the records, I'm referring once again to P-2200, and this is paragraph 65. 21 

Mr Witness, in paragraph 82 of your statement, the fact that on a particular day - I 22 

won't go into the details - you -- there was a place just in front of the mosque of Boro 23 

and you saw that it had been destroyed. 24 

Do you remember when, after 5 December, that happened? 25 
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A.   [10:47:25] Some time passed, I was wondering perhaps if it was after the 1 

departure of the Muslims for Chad.  It would have been impossible that when they 2 

were present -- when the Muslims and Seleka were present, we couldn't have done 3 

that without facing reprisals. 4 

MS PROULX:  [10:48:06] Mr President, I would like to go into private session for 5 

about 15 to 20 minutes -- probably until the end of the session, actually. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:48:15] Okay.  So for the -- for the audience, we 7 

have here a protected witness and that means that whenever in this courtroom issues 8 

are discussed -- questions are being asked that could -- where the answer could reveal 9 

the identity of the witness, unfortunately, for you, we have to go into private session; 10 

that means that you can only watch but not hear what is going to be said.   11 

So we go to private session now and this will last until the break.  Yes, thank you. 12 

(Private session at 10.48 a.m.) 13 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:48:47] We are in private session, Mr President. 14 

MS PROULX:  [10:49:02](Interpretation) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

A.   [10:51:21] He didn't say anything (Redacted).  But he drew up a list -- his own list to 8 

say that he had orphans staying with him and that he would like to have 9 

humanitarian assistance for those orphans with him. 10 

Q.   [10:51:49] Did he say anything about close relatives who were killed by the 11 

Anti-Balaka? 12 

A.   [10:52:06] I didn't learn anything about that, but as I just said, I'm sorry to say 13 

this, but he used this support in order to have food at his place, so he wasn't at -- with 14 

the others.  He was at home, and he wanted to have something for himself 15 

personally. 16 

Q.   [10:52:43] Did the (Redacted) about the fact that the Muslims no longer had 17 

access to their cemetery? 18 

A.   [10:52:57] The cemetery of the Muslims is towards Boro and Boro was occupied 19 

by the Seleka and the Muslims.  So they could move and do their things as they 20 

wanted.  As regards the cemetery, they were prohibited of going there -- who 21 

prevented them from going to the cemetery.   22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:47] If I may?  Just I think with the last 8 

answer, there is a lit bit of a slip in the translation.  In English, it said -- maybe if I 9 

find it quickly:  10 

"As regards the cemetery, they were prohibited of going there."   11 

But the witness, I think, has said that, "who could prohibit them from going there."   12 

So this is quite something different.   13 

Yes, just for the record. 14 

Please, Ms Proulx. 15 

MS PROULX:  [10:55:15](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [10:55:17] In your statement, (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

It was really difficult. 4 

Q.   [10:56:57] Who was controlling the checkpoints? 5 

A.   [10:57:00] The Seleka. 6 

Q.   [10:57:08] (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)?  Who was there  8 

if you saw anyone? 9 

A.   [10:57:28] As I said yesterday, the houses, the villas, the administrative houses 10 

were occupied by each leader of the Seleka.  At the gendarmerie, there were Selekas 11 

already.  When you arrived at the post, there were Seleka.  The building of public 12 

works also had Seleka.  There's the prefecture -- the sub-prefecture residence had 13 

Seleka.  The prefecture also had Seleka.  The office of the prefecture was Seleka.  14 

The town hall, Seleka again.  The inspection of works had Seleka et cetera, et cetera.   15 

So all these dwellings were the residences of the chiefs, the leaders.  But the entrance 16 

and the exit of the town had checkpoints managed by the Seleka; so they controlled 17 

who was coming and going. 18 

Q.   [10:58:57] Thank you, Mr Witness. 19 

MS PROULX:  [10:58:59] Mr President, I did not fulfil my promise, I am not quite 20 

done.  I think I will be able to finish in the next session, within about half an hour. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:08] When it's half an hour, I think it's better 22 

that we have now the break. 23 

And Ms Galupa, do you have already an idea?  Do you have an estimate?  No 24 

pressure, we don't have to finish today; obviously, we have also tomorrow.  So 25 
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please let us know. 1 

MS GALUPA:  [10:59:27] Thank you, Mr President.  I'm not sure I can estimate the 2 

time in sessions for now, but I don't think I will be long.  I mean, most of the things 3 

that the witness said are already in the Prosecution case and we've already suggested 4 

agreed facts to that.  But I don't think I'll take too long. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:44] Well, that's very unspecific.  Not too 6 

long, not too short --  7 

MS GALUPA:  [10:59:46] I will try to finish today. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:49] Okay, that's something.  Thank you very 9 

much.  Let's have the coffee break until 11.30. 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:59:56] All rise. 11 

(Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.) 12 

(Upon resuming in private session at 11.31 a.m.) 13 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:47] All rise. 14 

Please be seated. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:32:06] Ms Proulx, we are still in private session.  16 

If you want to continue in private session, please do so.  Otherwise, let us know. 17 

MS PROULX:  [11:32:22] Thank you, Mr President.  Indeed, I still have a few 18 

questions in private session.    19 

Q.   [11:32:31] (Interpretation) Witness, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

A.   [11:34:35] (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) counted on the presence  14 

of FOMAC, Sangaris, in order to bring calm and security for both camps, and, above 15 

all, to open up the market, which was a place of meeting and exchanges, to make it 16 

possible for the population to get back their lives.  That was it. 17 

Q.   [11:35:33] I would like to show you a photograph, which is at tab 77, 18 

CAR-OTP-2088-2206.   19 

Do you recognise this photo, witness? 20 

A.   [11:35:54] Yes, I do. This is what I've just explained to you.  This photograph is 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted).  As such, you can see that there are the Muslims who  23 

are actors -- traders -- or actors in the social life of the town.  So there were all the 24 

different actors to make it possible to reopen the market.  So these are actors in the 25 
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trade and social life. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:48] Mr Witness, do you recall, or can you tell 2 

us, who are these people in uniform? 3 

THE WITNESS:  [11:36:56](Interpretation) The Seleka, FOMAC, and the Sangaris as 4 

well. 5 

MS PROULX:  [11:37:26](Interpretation)  6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Q.   [11:44:25] So, I'd like to come back to the events that led to the departure of the 9 

Muslim civilians from Bossangoa.   10 

Could you explain what you knew of the events that led to their departure. 11 

A.   [11:44:48] Well, that goes into what I just said -- loss of trust.  And, furthermore, 12 

they said that there was -- they were in a position of insecurity, because they 13 

mentioned the issue in Bangui, speaking about -- they mentioned several events in 14 

Bangui, and whether it's false or true, I don't know about that.  But we heard it said 15 

that a young man ate the flesh of a Muslim and that they couldn't tolerate this type of 16 

thing, eating human flesh.  They said that's not possible, and it could happen to them 17 

too.  And, as such, there was no longer an occasion to -- to make the market work 18 

again, and all these links were cut.  Everybody went back to their own side.  There 19 

was no point in just watching each other.  For them, we had to leave and rebuild 20 

their lives in Chad. 21 

Q.   [11:46:11] Thank you very much.  I think at this stage, we can return into open 22 

session. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:46:17] Open session. 24 

(Open session at 11.46 a.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:46:22] We are in open session, Mr President. 1 

MS PROULX:  [11:46:37](Interpretation). 2 

Q.   [11:46:41] Witness, have you heard that after 5 December 2013, Muslims could 3 

not go to the market out of fear of being attacked by the Anti-Balaka? 4 

A.   [11:47:02] The market had been closed by the Seleka, by the exactions and 5 

threats.  And the market was supplied by Muslims, and the Muslim women and the 6 

grocers, all that, they had the merchandise, those who were butchers, the Muslim 7 

women in the grocers.  So the attitude of the Seleka meant that people could no 8 

longer leave for the market, so they, the Muslims, they had their goods and there was 9 

no access to it.  That was it. 10 

Q.   [11:48:07] To the best of your knowledge, did the Muslims leave Bossangoa due 11 

to the threats of the Anti-Balaka? 12 

A.   [11:48:17] It was not --  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:22] Ms Galupa? 14 

MS GALUPA:  [11:48:24] Thank you, Mr President.  I think the witness is not 15 

necessarily in the position to answer the question of why everybody left and if it was 16 

the reason to -- (Overlapping speakers) 17 

MS PROULX:  [11:48:33] {ICR: (Redacted)} 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:35] Yes, yes.  First of all, the witness has 19 

obviously lived there, he was part of the community; and, again, as I'm always saying 20 

it, if it is worded in a way, "Do you have information that you can convey to us and 21 

explain why the Muslim population left". 22 

MS GALUPA:  [11:48:57] Thank you. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:57] Then it's not -- nothing to object to, yeah.   24 

Do you have any information that you can share with us why the Muslim population 25 
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left at some point in time Bossangoa? 1 

THE WITNESS:  [11:49:11](Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.  2 

{ICR: (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)} the goods that couldn't be sold at the market  4 

anymore.  Life was blocked.  And so there was the decision to start again and to 5 

take certain things, but I refused.  For them, life was blocked.  So it was necessary to 6 

go back and to take up life again in Chad. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:29] Okay.  Thank you. 8 

Ms Proulx. 9 

MS PROULX:  [11:50:39](Interpretation)  10 

Q.   [11:50:39] Do you know why he said that life was blocked? 11 

A.   [11:50:45] Well, it was obvious to everybody.  We were no longer hanging out 12 

with each other anymore.  The places of meetings, of social cohesion, the place for 13 

that was the market.  And from the moment where you could no longer go to the 14 

market, and you couldn't go to their homes, they couldn't come to us, everything was 15 

blocked. 16 

Q.   [11:51:13] I'm going to change subject, Witness.  And I have almost finished. 17 

Witness, did you meet -- did you ever meet Patrice Ngaïssona? 18 

A.   [11:51:37] I have never, never met Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona.  I know the 19 

name, but it is after the arrest that I saw him in the media, and it's the first time that 20 

I've physically seen him.  But I know that in Bangui, when he was an MP, the 21 

population said good about him.  They spoke well of him.  A man with his heart in 22 

his hand, he worked a lot for his community.  And I heard, when I was president of 23 

the football -- when I was president of the football federation, that's what I heard, that 24 

he had worked well -- worked a lot for his constituency. 25 
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Q.   [11:52:45] Witness, have you ever heard anyone speak about Patrice-Edouard 1 

Ngaïssona financing or organising self-defence groups which attacked Bossangoa? 2 

A.   [11:53:00] Honestly, I never heard that.  The events happened.  We were 3 

under tension.  Everybody took refuge where they were.  We didn't try to find out 4 

who was who.  All that we knew was that the rebellion had come and the president 5 

had been overthrown.  That was it. 6 

Q.   [11:53:35] Witness, we're in open session, but I would ask, if you would be so 7 

kind, to share your final reflections on the crisis between 2013 to 2014.  Is there 8 

anything you'd like to say to the Judges with regards to this crisis? 9 

A.   [11:53:55] Private session.   10 

Q.   [11:53:56] Private session, if you'd be so kind. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:59] Private session. 12 

(Private session at 11.54 a.m.) 13 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:54:07] We are in private session, Mr President. 14 

MS PROULX:  [11:54:17](Interpretation)  15 

Q.   [11:54:18] Please go ahead, Witness. 16 

A.   [11:54:22] Your Honour, your Honours, above all, I would like to thank you for 17 

the opportunity that has been given to me to put before you what I have experienced.  18 

At the start, I didn't want to.  I didn't want to, quite simply, because I felt that (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

But I'm a witness, a victim as well of the situation, and my fear of testifying was that I 22 

did not want, after my decision, for there to be prosecution.  That's what I didn't 23 

want.  But (Redacted) "It's good to tell the truth, and if you tell the truth as you  24 

were asked to do yesterday, you will not betray anyone."  And, if I did so, that was 25 
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rather because of a conviction, a personal conviction.  1 

First of all, I thought, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)?  And I knew, quite pertinently, that there was a risk to my life.  I'm not going 4 

to hide it from you.  At one moment, I called a member of my family and I said, "It 5 

could be the case that my life is taken due to this situation because (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted), but if it happens, keep calm."   7 

It is part of my life to give, to sacrifice, that's it.  It's not an objective, it's not a political 8 

objective or anything like that.  It's an event, an event that I experienced (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) as a citizen.   10 

Speaking about the Anti-Balaka, the self-defence group, I thought -- well, personally, I 11 

don't know them, (Redacted), I had doubts about everything that was said  12 

about them, that people -- they can't catch bullets when they're fired at.  I couldn't 13 

accept such things.  But (Redacted), everything I knew, if  14 

there was not these young compatriots, then the country would not be what it is 15 

today.  That's not to say that I support them.  But personally, I want to say that I -- 16 

(Redacted), we are persecuted and personally, (Redacted), I  17 

would have taken up weapons to defend our territory.  (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) peace.   19 

But this situation was very hard, very difficult, and even if there were exactions, 20 

abuses, the country, or at least the town of Bossangoa, has been able to find calm 21 

thanks to the balance of the young people, young patriots who showed a desire to 22 

defend their territory.  But I do not think that that is -- that that was to attack the 23 

Muslims.  If, as the imam said yesterday - in our absence, of course, because he 24 

didn't say it in front of us - that it was the Christians who didn't want the Muslims to 25 
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take power, that is false.  We would have driven them out before the rebellion.  1 

They were always there, and it's not because -- it wasn't because of the arrival of the 2 

Seleka that we would drive them out, because they're Muslims who want to take 3 

power. 4 

And it's also not the first rebellion.  There was another rebellion before, made up of 5 

mercenaries, Muslim, Chadian mercenaries.  But it wasn't like that.  Nobody 6 

attacked the Muslims.  They stayed until the situation calmed down.  But with the 7 

Seleka it was another matter.  That mustn't start again.   8 

Thank you, your Honour. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:37] Thank you.   10 

I think no further questions? 11 

MS PROULX:  [12:00:40] That's correct. 12 

Q.   [12:00:43](Interpretation) Witness, I have no further questions.  I would like to 13 

thank you infinitely for having had the patience to answer my questions yesterday 14 

and today.  I've now finished.  Thank you. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:54] Thank you.   16 

This does not mean that your examination is finished yet.   17 

Ms Galupa, I can, let's say, suggest to you, or if you like, we can have the lunch break 18 

now and you have an opportunity to go through.  And to make this meaningful for 19 

you, I think a shortened lunch break would not be so good.  So let's say 1.30, is that 20 

okay with you? 21 

MS GALUPA:  [12:01:22] That's very good.  Thank you so much, Mr President. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:01:24] So, lunch break until 1.30. 23 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:01:29] All rise. 24 

(Recess taken at 12.01 p.m.)  25 
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(Upon resuming in open session at 1.32 p.m.)  1 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:32:32] All rise.  2 

Please be seated. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:32:57] Good afternoon.  We are in open session. 4 

I give the floor to Ms Galupa for the Office of the Prosecution.  5 

MS GALUPA:  [13:33:13] Thank you, Mr President. 6 

QUESTIONED BY MS GALUPA:  (Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [13:33:17] Good afternoon, Mr Witness.  I will now be asking you some 8 

questions.  We saw one another on Tuesday, I believe.  I'll introduce myself once 9 

again.  I'm Irina Galupa and I will be asking you some questions, not for very long, I 10 

hope, on behalf of the OTP.  11 

First of all, thank you very much for giving your testimony.  This has been very 12 

useful to us, and I do hope that I won't be keeping you too long with my questions, 13 

because I think most of the questions will just require a "yes" or "no" answer, 14 

depending on what you think, of course. 15 

Now, first of all, I'd just like to confirm something rather quickly.  As you saw with 16 

counsel yesterday, you spoke with the Defence twice -- once in {PFR: (Redacted)} and 17 

then a second time, one year later, in {PFR: (Redacted)}; is that correct? 18 

A.   [13:34:34] Correct. 19 

Q.   [13:34:35] They asked you questions and you signed a statement; correct? 20 

A.   [13:34:40] Yes. 21 

Q.   [13:34:42] You read over your statement? 22 

A.   [13:34:45] Yes. 23 

Q.   [13:34:48] And you confirmed yesterday that --   24 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:34:53] Excessive speed, no pause.  If counsel could kindly 25 
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pause. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:35:00] Ms Galupa, I'm reminded that you speak 2 

a little bit slower, put it this way. 3 

MS GALUPA:  [13:35:08] I will. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:35:08] No, it's not -- just adapt a little bit, and it's 5 

not a problem.  Just a little bit slower.  I have to really laude our witness, who 6 

speaks very clear, very slowly, and I would ask you to do so too in your questions.  7 

Thank you. 8 

MS GALUPA:  [13:35:24] Thank you so much. 9 

Q.   [13:35:27](Interpretation) Mr Witness, I'll speak more slowly now.   10 

You also remember speaking to the investigators of the OTP {PFR: (Redacted)}.  Do you 11 

remember that? 12 

A.   [13:35:50] {ICR: (Redacted) 13 

 (Redacted)} 14 

Q.   [13:36:05] Just a reminder, we are in open session, so -- now, I understand that 15 

you remember? 16 

A.   [13:36:14] Yes. 17 

Q.   [13:36:16] Very well.  You also remember giving information about what 18 

happened? 19 

A.   [13:36:23] They called me back as well to speak to me in more depth, in 20 

greater -- for a longer period of time. 21 

Q.   [13:36:39] Very well.  For your information, that information that you gave to 22 

my colleagues over the phone was recorded in an investigation report, and we'll go to 23 

that topic a bit later. 24 

MS GALUPA:  [13:36:58] Mr President, may we please go in private session for the  25 
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moment. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:37:01] Yes.  Private session.   2 

And for the audience, this is a protected witness and we go into private session when 3 

issues are discussed that could reveal the identity of the witness.   4 

For the moment, private session. 5 

(Private session at 1.37 p.m.) 6 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:37:29] We are in private session, Mr President.  7 

MS GALUPA:  [13:37:42](Interpretation)  8 

Q.   [13:37:42] Mr Witness, do you remember the telephone numbers that you were 9 

using in the Central African Republic during that period of time? 10 

A.   [13:37:47] I couldn't remember that, no. 11 

*Q.   [13:37:52] Very well.  I will read out a few telephone numbers and perhaps 12 

you will recognise them. (Redacted), does that ring a bell? 13 

A.   [13:38:17] Yes. 14 

Q.   [13:38:19] That's a telephone number that you used at the time? 15 

A.   [13:38:22] Yes. 16 

Q.   [13:38:25] Thank you.  I'll move on to another.  This is, (Redacted); does that 17 

number ring a bell? 18 

A.   [13:38:39] Yes. 19 

Q.   [13:38:41] And that was your number at the time? 20 

A.   [13:38:42] Yes. 21 

Q.   [13:38:45] I'll move on to another phone number.  (Redacted), that's -- it's the 22 

same number -- it's the same number, but with a (Redacted) rather than -- well, a slight 23 

difference? 24 

A.   [13:39:15] Yes. 25 
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Q.   [13:39:16] And just to be crystal clear, that was your number at the time? 1 

A.   [13:39:19] Yes. 2 

Q.   [13:39:27] And finally, a final number, (Redacted), does that number ring a bell? 3 

A.   [13:39:45] I know I had a -- an (Redacted) number, but I no longer recall exactly, an 4 

Azur number, but it must be that. 5 

Q.   [13:40:01] Very well. 6 

MS GALUPA:  [13:40:05] Mr President, I think we can go back in open session for a 7 

bit. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:40:08] Yes.  Okay, open session.   9 

(Open session at 1.40 p.m.)  10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:40:23] We are back in open session, Mr President.  11 

MS GALUPA:  [13:40:35](Interpretation)  12 

Q.   [13:40:36] Mr Witness, we are back in open session, so please tell me if you need 13 

to add anything that might identify you. 14 

Now, at paragraph 11 of your statement, and also in your testimony yesterday, 15 

page 13, lines 1 and 2, yesterday's transcript 281, you said that nearly all the Muslims 16 

from -- in Bossangoa came from Chad.  Would you agree that before the Seleka 17 

arrived, many of the Muslims had been living in that town for generations and had 18 

married amongst themselves or had married Christian people? 19 

A.   [13:41:23] They arrived in Bossangoa a long time ago.  Many are in Bossangoa, 20 

and they would marry amongst themselves, but they also married native-born people 21 

from the Central African Republic.  But the opposite was impossible. 22 

Q.   [13:41:49] If I understand correctly, they were part of the population of 23 

Bossangoa and surrounding areas; isn't that so? 24 

A.   [13:42:02] Could you repeat your question? 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-292-Red2-ENG CT WT 20-06-2024 43/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4608 

20.06.2024           Page 44 
 

Q.   [13:42:04] So, they were part of the population of Bossangoa and the 1 

surrounding areas; isn't that so? 2 

A.   [13:42:17] Yes, of course.  Yes. 3 

Q.   [13:42:20] And many of them, actually, perhaps the majority, were citizens of the 4 

Central African Republic; isn't that so?  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:42:36] That's -- yes, that's --  6 

MS PROULX:  [13:42:37] I'm not sure that -- 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:42:39] Ms Galupa, you would have of course 8 

objected to the same wording of the question if it was the examination by Ms Proulx.   9 

Do you know, Mr Witness -- let me ask it. 10 

Do you know, Mr Witness, if these people who lived already in Bossangoa who 11 

belonged to the Muslim population, if they were citizens of the Central African 12 

Republic?  Do you have any knowledge of that? 13 

THE WITNESS:  [13:43:03](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. 14 

What I do know, up until the present time, they would purchase nationality -- the 15 

nationality of the Central African Republic so that they could move about freely, but 16 

they truly kept their original citizenship.  They would often go back to their home. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:43:46] Ms Galupa, we have to take this answer 18 

as it is, I think. 19 

MS GALUPA:  [13:43:53](Interpretation)  20 

Q.   [13:43:54] Very well.  But, if I've understood correctly, some of them were 21 

actually born in Bossangoa; is that right? 22 

A.   [13:44:00] Yes. 23 

Q.   [13:44:03] So they were there within the community and were living with the 24 

others legally; isn't that so? 25 
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A.   [13:44:12] There was always normal social cohesion. 1 

Q.   [13:44:19] Yesterday, as you gave testimony, you told us that Christians were 2 

attacked in the town, that they took shelter at the bishopric, and you also mentioned 3 

the precarious situation of the displaced people who were there at the bishopric, the 4 

compound.  We also showed some video footage to you yesterday and you said that 5 

it was the Seleka who were responsible for all of that.  Just to make sure I've 6 

understood you, you hold the Seleka people responsible for everything that happened 7 

to the Christians --  8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:45:10] Before you answer.   9 

Ms Proulx?    10 

MS PROULX:  [13:45:15] If I may, the question seems to be referencing several parts 11 

of yesterday's examinations, and I'm not sure that it's very clear for the witness which 12 

exact of his statements from yesterday or his answers from yesterday this refers to.  13 

That's a very broad question.  I think it should be specified. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:45:30] It is a bit -- it is broad and a bit compound, 15 

but in the end, it boils down to the question:  Mr Witness, according to your 16 

information that you have - and tell me what information, I ask what information this 17 

is - who were the responsible persons for the fact that these people had to flee and to 18 

take shelter in the compound of the bishopric?  Who was responsible for that? 19 

THE WITNESS:  [13:46:01](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. 20 

As I said yesterday, when the Seleka first arrived, they invaded the town and they 21 

reassured people.  They kept a small number at Bossangoa and they went on 22 

towards Bangui, and people stayed in their homes.  23 

It was later, when they came back in August, that is when it started.  That's when 24 

they started to fire at the population in various neighbourhoods and that is when  25 
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people began to flee to the church. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:47:00] This is largely what the witness has 2 

already said, so perhaps you try to come close to what you're heading at, to put it in a 3 

little bit generic manner. 4 

MS GALUPA:  [13:47:14] Thank you, Mr President. 5 

Q.   [13:47:18](Interpretation) Mr Witness, can you confirm that it was because of the 6 

Seleka that the Christians suffered in Bossangoa?  Is that correct? 7 

A.   [13:47:33] The people were at home and, as I said a few moments ago, when the 8 

Seleka arrived, the population did not flee because the ones who had -- they had come 9 

to conquer and then go to Bangui.  People stayed at home, but the market was still 10 

being held, life continued.  It was much later when they returned in August, that is 11 

when they began attacking the population and shooting at people.  That is when 12 

everything went wrong and people started to head towards the church to take shelter.   13 

Q.   [13:48:18] Thank you. 14 

MS GALUPA:  [13:48:22] Mr President, may we please go back in private session. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:48:23] Let's go to private session, yes. 16 

(Private session at 1.48 p.m.) 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:48:33] We are in private session, Mr President. 18 

MS GALUPA:  [13:48:47](Interpretation)  19 

Q.   [13:48:48] Mr Witness, at paragraph 50 of your statement (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:49:29] Ms Proulx, now we are getting a little bit 24 

too many interruptions.  We have to give Ms Galupa also the chance to ask 25 
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questions. 1 

MS PROULX:  [13:49:36] Of course.  I apologise, Mr President. 2 

She said a date which is not in paragraph 50 of the statement, so I would like to know 3 

where the date comes from. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:49:45] Yes.  But, nevertheless, not too many 5 

interruptions, because this is also -- we have to be fair also to each other, to put it this 6 

way, when we examine a witness. 7 

MS GALUPA:  [13:50:07] I don't have the exact reference right now, but, in any case, 8 

it was before 5 December.  I may come back on the exact reference. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:50:14] Okay.  Then back to the question. 10 

MS GALUPA:  [13:50:18](Interpretation)  11 

Q.   [13:50:21] I was wondering, Mr Witness -- well, at paragraph 83 of your 12 

statement, you said that after 5 December, (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [13:50:57] Yes, it was at the Liberté school, École de la Liberté. 17 

Q.   [13:51:07] And there, (Redacted) Muslims there who had taken shelter  18 

there; is that correct? 19 

A.   [13:51:14] The Muslims were there, of course. 20 

Q.   [13:51:25] And these Muslims feared for their lives, didn't they? 21 

A.   [13:51:28] That's what they said.  As I explained this morning, when the tension 22 

rose after the 5th, they withdrew to the Liberté site as well. 23 

Q.   [13:51:56] Now, you've said that it was after 5 December when tensions rose, but 24 

they were at the Liberté school during (Redacted), isn't that  25 
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so, (Redacted)? 1 

A.   [13:52:14] Yes.  You must realise that the Liberté school, that is for the -- that 2 

was the Peuhl people from the Bangui road, around Korompoko, and also from the 3 

Bozoum road, or Ouham-Bac.  So these were communities that never mix, so the first 4 

people who sought refuge at the school were these Peuhl people from the 5 

surrounding areas, the areas surrounding Bossangoa.  In the meantime, the Muslims 6 

of the town were at home, in their homes. 7 

Q.   [13:53:01] Very well.  And when (Redacted), to the school, École de la  8 

Liberté, there were people before 5 December; isn't that so? 9 

A.   [13:53:28] Yes. 10 

Q.   [13:53:29] And so -- now, when you said that they were the ones who told (Redacted) 11 

that they were afraid, (Redacted)? 12 

A.   [13:53:48] I'll tell you why (Redacted).  It was because they had  13 

weapons.  They had Seleka elements with them.  Where did this fear come from 14 

and who were they afraid of?  That's what I wonder, because most of them, most of 15 

the displaced people, were at the church. 16 

Q.   [13:54:32] So they were at the school, whereas the Seleka were in the town at 17 

that time; isn't that so? 18 

A.   [13:54:40] The town?  Well, the town was under their authority, but the 19 

Muslims living in Boro were still in their homes going about their business freely.  20 

And yesterday we saw in one of the videos that they had the market in their area and 21 

things were calm there at the market, and the Seleka, too. 22 

Q.   [13:55:15] And you've explained that that was before 5 December? 23 

A.   [13:55:23] Yes. 24 

Q.   [13:55:25] And after 5 December, some Muslims from the neighbourhoods went 25 
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to the school École de la Liberté? 1 

A.   [13:55:41] Yes. 2 

Q.   [13:55:43] At the École de la Liberté they were also living in precarious conditions; 3 

isn't that so? 4 

A.   [13:55:54] Well, I don't know how to explain that to you.  As I said earlier this 5 

morning, the goods being sold, the foodstuffs, were held by them.  They were the 6 

ones selling at the market, so they could hold tight much more than the people who 7 

were buying commodities, the people who had sought out shelter at the school.  I 8 

don't know if I'm making myself clear or not. 9 

Q.   [13:56:37] If I've understood you correctly, you're saying that, (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

A.   [13:56:47] They had left their homes to live at that site, that's all, but they 12 

had -- they had what they needed to live. 13 

Q.   [13:57:00] Am I correct in saying that they couldn't necessarily go back to their 14 

community in Bossangoa and the surrounding areas, because otherwise they would 15 

be attacked by the Anti-Balaka elements? 16 

A.   [13:57:15] Well, that's the reason they gave, and what I know is that after the 17 

attack of 5 December - and I'd said this this morning - the self-defence groups burst in 18 

to carry out reprisals, so they became frightened and said to themselves, well, if they 19 

stayed at home in their homes at night, people might come and drive them out.  So, 20 

for that reason, they left their homes and based themselves at the school the École de la 21 

Liberté. 22 

Q.   [13:58:11] If I've understood you correctly, you're not aware of Anti-Balaka 23 

attacking Muslims at all; isn't that so? 24 

A.   [13:58:21] What I know is that it's true that young -- some young people came 25 
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out of the bush because they found out that an attempt had been made to shoot at the 1 

displaced people at the church, and I said this morning that it was the FOMAC forces 2 

that repelled them. 3 

Q.   [13:58:58] Very well.  But these young people, these Anti-Balaka people, these 4 

self-defence -- the members of these self-defence groups, they also conducted attacks 5 

upon the École de la Liberté, didn't they? 6 

A.   [13:59:09] Yes. 7 

Q.   [13:59:12] Just to make sure this is quite clear, when you say "young people who 8 

were members of the self-defence groups", you mean Anti-Balaka? 9 

A.   [13:59:24] Yes.  I say "self-defence groups" and, as I said this morning, 10 

personally, I -- even now, I can't believe this practice.  That's what I said this 11 

morning.  It may be true, but (Redacted) I am saying to you that I don't  12 

believe so.  That is my personal conviction and my personal vision. 13 

Q.   [13:59:56] You mention these practices.  That means you don't believe in the 14 

Anti-Balaka phenomenon? 15 

A.   [14:00:11] I think I said so yesterday, and today as well, when they said that it 16 

was possible to shoot at them and the bullets won't hit them, it's difficult for me to 17 

believe that.  And when there were skirmishes, why would they retreat if they were 18 

invulnerable?  That's what I think.  That's my own thought.  That's my own take 19 

on the matter. 20 

I don't believe in that.  I don't believe in that.  It's my own personal take on the 21 

situation. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:00:51] So, "practices" have been understood by 23 

the witness a little bit differently that you intended with your question, practices that 24 

the witness has knowledge of or has been informed about that were part of the 25 
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Anti-Balaka, let's say, initiation, or whatsoever.  I think we understand that.  Okay?  1 

MS GALUPA:  [14:01:15] Thank you, Mr President. 2 

Q.   [14:01:21](Interpretation) Witness, I'm going to show you some photographs.   3 

Could I have presented to the witness tab 10 of our list, that is CAR-OTP-2085-4492.  4 

Now, I'm going to show you photos of people who were displaced to École de la 5 

Liberté.   6 

Now, this photograph was taken on 9 December 2013.  Can you see it on the screen? 7 

A.   [14:02:04] Yes. 8 

Q.   [14:02:09] First of all, can you confirm that this is the École de la Liberté? 9 

A.   [14:02:14] Yes. 10 

Q.   [14:02:24] Now, (Redacted) the École de la Liberté, did you see Muslim  11 

women, as you see them here on this photo, who had taken refuge at École de la 12 

Liberté? 13 

A.   [14:02:35] Well, what you're looking at here is more so Peuhl.  These are the 14 

ones who had come from the road between Bangui, or from the Bangui-Bossangoa 15 

road, and M'Poko and Bozoum.  Now, the Caritas team had provided them with 16 

food, as had the church.  The Caritas team had also been counting those arriving in. 17 

Q.   [14:03:24] Okay.  Thank you.  But (Redacted) there were women  18 

amongst the refugees at the school? 19 

A.   [14:03:31] Yes, there's women, as you see here, Peuhl women. 20 

Q.   [14:03:36] And you would agree with me that these women are not armed; is 21 

that right? 22 

A.   [14:03:40] I said they were Peuhl women. 23 

Q.   [14:03:47] But you agree? 24 

A.   [14:03:48] Yes. 25 
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Q.   [14:03:50] Perhaps I can show you another photo now.   1 

This is at tab 11, CAR-OTP-2085-4562.  Now, this is also a photograph which was 2 

taken on 9 December 2013.   3 

Now, (Redacted) similar conditions at the École de la Liberté, conditions such as  4 

we see here on this photograph? 5 

A.   [14:04:40] Yes, but after 5 December, that was. 6 

Q.   [14:04:47] And do you agree with me that these were -- these conditions were 7 

somewhat precarious? 8 

A.   [14:04:55] Well, as you see the conditions here, the conditions were precarious, 9 

but they had been caused by the fear of reprisals that they had. 10 

Q.   [14:05:09] I'm going to show you a last photo now.   11 

It's at tab 6, CAR-OTP-2079-1158.  This photograph is dated 4 January 2014.  12 

And my question is similar to before:  Does this photograph reflect (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)?  Is this representative of the conditions in which the  14 

refugees lived? 15 

A.   [14:05:57] Yes.  But if you look at the photograph, on the right there are bottles 16 

of milk and water.  As I said, the traders had commodities, had foodstuff, so the 17 

refugees had come with all of the food which they had in their possession.   18 

If you look at the photograph at the bishopric site, you will see that there people 19 

arrived in with nothing at all, no mattress, they had absolutely nothing with them.  20 

That was the difference.  But here, the people had left their homes with their kitchen 21 

utensils, their mattresses, and all they needed to take shelter on the École de Liberté.  22 

That's all. 23 

Q.   [14:07:03] Do you agree with me that most of the refugee population, most of 24 

those who had sought refuge at the school, were composed of women and children? 25 
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A.   [14:07:14] Well, that was because of the nature of the Muslim culture.  It's 1 

natural that men do not mix with women in that way.  The men are alone and the 2 

women, alone.  Those who had remained at home, they had been evacuated to 3 

this -- to this site with their children; whereas, the men had moved on or were moving 4 

freely and moved on to Boro. 5 

Q.   [14:07:59] So you would agree with me that the majority of the refugees were 6 

women and children? 7 

A.   [14:08:04] (No interpretation) 8 

Q.   [14:08:05] (Overlapping speakers)  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:08:07] Ms Galupa.  Ms Galupa, slow down.  10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:08:04] Presiding Judge:  Please slow down, Ms Galupa.    11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:08:11] Well, the witness, I think, has answered 12 

in the affirmative.   13 

This time you were not too quickly speaking, but, you know, you started immediately 14 

after the answer of the witness and that is difficult for them.  It's no reproach or 15 

something. 16 

MS GALUPA:  [14:08:32] Thank you, Mr President.  I apologise for that. 17 

Q.   [14:08:44](Interpretation) And so when you confirmed that most of the refugees 18 

were women and children, owing to the nature of the Muslim culture, do you agree 19 

with me that the people here were not necessarily Seleka? 20 

A.   [14:09:01] Even when you visit the site at the bishopric, the FOMAC were not 21 

mixed in amongst the displaced people; rather, they were there for their security and 22 

were located at the four corners.  The Seleka were not refugees.  They were people 23 

who had come to invade, to take power or to assist in the taking of power and to 24 

infiltrate the town.  It was not their role to live with the displaced people on their site; 25 
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rather, they were moving around in the Boro neighbourhood. 1 

Q.   [14:09:56] And to ensure that this is absolutely clear, those people who had been 2 

displaced to the school were not the Seleka? 3 

A.   [14:10:09] No. 4 

Q.   [14:10:12] Thank you very much.  I'm now going to move on to another topic. 5 

At paragraph 86 -- oh, I correct myself, paragraph 96 of your statement, you refer to 6 

an individual called (Redacted), and you say that he died, according to you, in 7 

(Redacted) 2013.  Is this somebody who you knew personally, this person called (Redacted)? 8 

A.   [14:10:49] I knew him as a trader - he had a shop - and (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Q.   [14:11:09] And what age was he, if you know? 11 

A.   [14:11:13] Honestly, I don't know, but I would say he was in his (Redacted). 12 

Q.   [14:11:25] For example, you, yourself, were born in (Redacted).  At the time of these 13 

events, you were in your (Redacted).  Would you say he was younger than you or what 14 

would you say in that regard? 15 

A.   [14:11:39] I would say he was slightly older than I was. 16 

Q.   [14:11:45] And you said that you knew him as a trader, but you never went to 17 

his home? 18 

A.   [14:11:58] No. 19 

Q.   [14:12:01] And when you say in paragraph 92 of your statement that he had 20 

weapons in his home, that's not something that you had seen with your own eyes; is 21 

that right? 22 

A.   [14:12:14] No, I didn't see it with my own eyes, but it's something that I heard 23 

often.  And while the displaced people were at the church and the others were at the 24 

École de Liberté, he went out raiding cattle in the villages, the small villages, as I said 25 
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before. 1 

Q.   [14:12:52] I'm going to move on to another topic. 2 

Yesterday, in the transcript, T-291, page 42, lines 6 to 7, you referred to an individual 3 

called (Redacted), and you said he was called (Redacted) because he had (Redacted); 4 

that's why? 5 

A.   [14:13:19] Yes. 6 

Q.   [14:13:19] So, if I understand correctly, (Redacted) is a nickname linked to (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted); is that right? 8 

A.   [14:13:26] Yes, it was a nickname. 9 

Q.   [14:13:28] It was a nickname, so does (Redacted) mean goatee? 10 

A.   [14:13:40] Ah, there is a film, (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted).  As he had (Redacted) like  12 

that, we called him (Redacted).  Also (Redacted) was called (Redacted).  It was quite 13 

commonplace. 14 

Q.   [14:13:56] Thank you.  So, if we stay on the topic of this individual (Redacted), at 15 

paragraph 36 of your statement you describe what happened to him, that he was 16 

locked into a container by the Seleka where he died, but that his body had not been 17 

found.  And in your statement you weren't very sure when that had happened.  18 

However, yesterday when you testified, you were a lot more specific.  You recalled a 19 

number of details regarding his circumstances, his wife, rather, who had informed 20 

you that he had been captured, and you remembered that, or you seemed to 21 

remember that these events had taken place prior to 5 September. 22 

Now, first of all, do you agree with me that this detail was not in your statement of 23 

2022 and 2023? 24 

MS PROULX:  [14:15:07] I think this is a little bit unfair to the witness, because in the 25 
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statement he does say very clearly that he thinks these events took place before 1 

5 December. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:15:14] Yes.  Even if you're right, please only 3 

speak when I give you the floor.   4 

So we have to really meet the order here. 5 

So, the witness has obviously said something about the matter.  Please rephrase your 6 

question and leave this part out. 7 

MS GALUPA:  [14:15:42](Interpretation)  8 

Q.   [14:15:43] So, yesterday when you testified, you remembered a lot more details 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted).  You remembered about the UN mission.  You provided a  11 

lot more detail.  So, first of all, I would like to know whether you agree with me that 12 

those details were not in your statement. 13 

A.   [14:16:15] Thank you for your question.   14 

Well, I'd like to say, frankly, here before you, that when I met with the team who 15 

came to see me, I had unclear memories, but that brought all of this back to my mind.  16 

But it was quite upsetting, and I told them later when they visited me that, in fact, I 17 

subsequently had nightmares and even had a fever because everything came back to 18 

me and was buzzing around in my head, causing me to lose sleep, a lot of sleep.  19 

Thank you. 20 

So, when I came, the team that has received me were very good to me, they treated 21 

me well, and I was given the time to sit and reread my statements, quietly.  And 22 

when I saw the images anew, my thoughts fell into place, and that is when I 23 

recalled -- that's when I recognised these things. 24 

Q.   [14:17:38] Okay.  I'm just trying to understand.  So when you met with the 25 
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Defence on those two occasions, you were asked whether you knew this individual 1 

(Redacted), but you were not asked how you had learnt that that individual had been 2 

captured, placed in captivity; is that right? 3 

A.   [14:18:11] No. 4 

Q.   [14:18:12] So, back then, you didn't mention (Redacted)? 5 

A.   [14:18:17] Well, I don't recall now exactly, but the memory that came back to me 6 

was that it was (Redacted).  And there were also other events regarding  7 

that family, the family (Redacted).  I don't know if I could  8 

relay those things to you here.  Perhaps not.  But this came back to me afterwards.  9 

That's all. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:18:50] It is not uncommon, and of course not 11 

reproachable, if a witness recalls more when he is in the courtroom than he did in a 12 

former statement. 13 

Moreover, if we were to say that the witness would have had to say everything 14 

already in his statement, we would not need him here live in the courtroom.  Just a 15 

remark, I think.   16 

I would suggest you move on. 17 

MS GALUPA:  [14:19:21] Thank you, Mr President. 18 

Q.   [14:19:24](Interpretation) Mr Witness, do you recall (Redacted) name? 19 

A.   [14:19:33] No. 20 

Q.   [14:19:35] And you said that (Redacted).   21 

How had she gone about following the Seleka who had snatched (Redacted)? 22 

A.   [14:19:56] Well, I said it here yesterday that initially they were respectful of 23 

women.  We must admit that, because they considered them to fragile, fragile beings.  24 

And that woman -- I liked (Redacted) very much.  He was a young person who  25 
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was very liked, a very kind man.  And she was brave enough to say, "Take me with 1 

him.  Take me with him.  Kill me with him."  And that is how it was that she came 2 

to follow them. 3 

Q.   [14:20:42] And do you know (Redacted) real name? 4 

A.   [14:20:52] As I said before, no, I don't.  I don't know his name, nor that of (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted). 6 

Q.   [14:21:00] Thank you very much.  I'm going to move on to a different topic 7 

now. 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

Q.   [14:23:02] But I would like to understand well, did the Seleka not represent the 25 
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authority of the state when Michel Djotodia was president? 1 

A.   [14:23:15] Well, there's a lot of confusion on these matters.  They came in the 2 

name of the state but, in fact, they dealt much more with the Muslims.  If they had 3 

been even-handed, there wouldn't have been all of those displaced people. 4 

Q.   [14:23:48] And so when (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

Q.   [14:23:54] So, for example, if the Seleka came to pray at the mosque, along with 8 

the Muslim population, they did so because they themselves were Muslims; is that 9 

not right? 10 

A.   [14:24:07] Yes. 11 

Q.   [14:24:11] And you, yourself, you never went to Naffi's mosque, did you? 12 

A.   [14:24:18] No. 13 

Q.   [14:24:26] And, as you know, imams are supposed to provide advice and 14 

counsel to Muslims who request it of him, aren't they? 15 

A.   [14:24:35] Yes. 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

MS GALUPA:  [14:25:22](Interpretation)  24 

Q.   [14:25:25] Now, earlier today at page 29, line 25, to page 30, line 10, you said that 25 
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after the attack of 5 December (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

Q.   [14:25:59] Okay.  Well, I'm going to show you two photos.  One is at tab 12.  5 

This is CAR-OTP-2085-5082, and it was taken on 6 December 2013 at the IDP site at 6 

École de la Liberté.  Now, first of all, do you confirm that this is the École de la Liberté 7 

site? 8 

A.   [14:26:36] Yes. 9 

Q.   [14:26:37] And do you confirm that we're looking at Imam Naffi? 10 

A.   [14:26:41] Yes. 11 

Q.   [14:26:44] Do you recognise anybody else on the photograph? 12 

A.   [14:26:48] No.  The person who I recognise is him, because he's very visible. 13 

Q.   [14:27:07] We can zoom in, if you like.  14 

A.   [14:27:13] Yes, if you like.  Well, the man who is hiding his face, I'm not sure.  15 

And also the young person behind him, I don't know, it's not his interpreter, I don't 16 

think.  No. 17 

Q.   [14:27:42] And if we move down a little bit to the right-hand corner at the 18 

bottom, do you see anyone there that you recognise? 19 

A.   [14:27:53] I'm seeing some people in profile, but I couldn't be absolutely sure.  20 

No. 21 

Q.   [14:28:07] I'm going to show you another photo now, and this is at tab 9, 22 

CAR-OTP-2085-3402.  It is a photograph which was taken on 9 December 2013, once 23 

again at the IDP site at the École de la Liberté.   24 

Can you confirm that we're looking at Imam Naffi? 25 
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A.   [14:28:38] Yes. 1 

Q.   [14:28:43] And so you didn't know that after 5 December, Imam Naffi had taken 2 

refuge at École de la Liberté? 3 

A.   [14:28:49] Well, not immediately, no.  I would say six, seven -- or a week later.  4 

It was not immediately after.  I couldn't say exactly.  But as I explained, there were 5 

tensions and people hadn't gone out, so I couldn't say on what exact day or date this 6 

was, or this happened. 7 

(Redacted) 8 

A.   [14:29:31] Well, I didn't take this photo, in any case, so I couldn't really tell you 9 

any more about it. 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

Q.   [14:30:28] Given that he had taken shelter at the school, École de la Liberté, he 19 

was afraid of the Anti-Balaka, wasn't he? 20 

A.   [14:30:45] That's what they said. 21 

Q.   [14:30:51] Yet, the Seleka were still in the town, isn't that so? 22 

A.   [14:31:00] Yes. 23 

Q.   [14:31:03] At paragraph 72 of your statement, you said that on 5 December, you 24 

hadn't heard about victim -- Muslim victims that day, on 5 December 2013, and as 25 
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well today, at page 31, line 18 to 27 of the French transcript, you said:  1 

I didn't go out, so I really couldn't say what happened outside of the bishop's 2 

compound.   3 

So, am I to understand that you weren't present when the Anti-Balaka attacked from 4 

the bush? 5 

A.   [14:32:02] No, I was at the bishop's compound. 6 

Q.   [14:32:06] So you weren't present when the Anti-Balaka attacked the home of the 7 

imam? 8 

A.   [14:32:13] No.  What right would I have to be there? 9 

Q.   [14:32:18] Nor do you know -- nor were you there during the attack upon the 10 

Boro neighbourhood? 11 

A.   [14:32:34] No. 12 

Q.   [14:32:36] (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

My question to you is this:  As a leader of the Anti-Balaka, there was Ndangba as 19 

well, wasn't there? 20 

A.   [14:33:33] I beg your pardon? 21 

Q.   [14:33:34] Théophile Ndangba, he too was an Anti-Balaka leader? 22 

A.   [14:33:40] Whom I don't know. 23 

Q.   [14:33:43] (Overlapping microphones) Mandago? 24 

A.   [14:33:45] Don't know him.  Perhaps, to see him... 25 
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Q.   [14:33:51] Perhaps you knew him by the nickname "Sol-Sol"? 1 

A.   [14:33:58] Yes. 2 

Q.   [14:33:59] He was an Anti-Balaka leader, wasn't he? 3 

A.   [14:34:02] Yes. 4 

Q.   [14:34:03] Did you know any other Anti-Balaka leaders? 5 

A.   [14:34:09] That -- well, I was able to see those people because, you see, 6 

when -- when the displaced people at the École de la Liberté had left and tensions had 7 

dissipated, only then did the young people, the Anti-Balaka, the self-defence groups 8 

came out to get something to eat.   9 

So, yeah, I heard this -- there's this person, that person, but that's all. 10 

Q.   [14:34:50] If I understand correctly, you did meet them afterwards; is that 11 

correct? 12 

A.   [14:34:57] Meet with them?  No.  I (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

Q.   [14:35:23] What about other people, were any other people mentioned? 16 

A.   [14:35:28] There was another person.  He was in the Banda neighbourhood, not 17 

far from the site. 18 

Q.   [14:35:46] What was his name? 19 

A.   [14:35:47] He had a nickname.  That person, he had -- he was attacking 20 

everyone, even his father, his brothers.  He was a public danger to everyone.  Later 21 

on, the Sangaris forces arrested him.  That's what I know.  He was given a 22 

nickname, but it -- I can't remember it. 23 

Q.   [14:36:14] So, you've said that the first time you saw those people was after the 24 

Muslims had left in April 2014? 25 
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A.   [14:36:29] Yes. 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:36:49] Ms Proulx?  4 

MS PROULX:  [14:36:54] I apologise.  It's clear in the statement that at the beginning 5 

(Redacted).  So the time line, as  6 

presented by Ms Galupa, is erroneous. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:37:06] So then why not figure it out, because we 8 

have the witness here, so we don't have to put any assumptions into the question. 9 

So, do you recall, Mr Witness, when (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:37:59] Mr Witness, if we take as a time reference 17 

5 December - so from there, either before or after - would you say it was shortly after, 18 

a couple of weeks after, a month after or before?  It's perfectly clear that nobody 19 

would recall the exact date, yes, but perhaps you can narrow it down a bit. 20 

THE WITNESS:  [14:38:25](Interpretation) It was after, after.  It was after. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:38:34] So I think we leave it at that.  We cannot 22 

get -- and we have other evidence, and I'm repeating myself, and no evidence here is 23 

lost, lost in a way I mean that it will not be considered by the Chamber, and we will 24 

put it together when this meeting could have taken place. 25 
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MS GALUPA:  [14:38:55] Thank you, Mr President.  If I may just ask a 1 

question more maybe in accordance with when Michel Djotodia resigned, my --   2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:03] Okay.  Why not, yes, yes, yes.  If you 3 

want to do it, if you want to narrow it down, you can give it another try, but, 4 

yes -- perhaps this helps.  Yes, that's okay. 5 

MS GALUPA:  [14:39:14] Thank you very much.  6 

Q.   [14:39:19](Interpretation) Mr Witness, do you remember (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) before or after the resignation of the president of the day,  8 

namely Michel Djotodia? 9 

A.   [14:39:38] When he stepped down -- well, I no longer recall when he stepped 10 

down, because, you see, when you go through those experiences live, you really can't 11 

open up a daybook and jot down times or dates.  (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted).  So there are some things I didn't  13 

really take particular notice of.  I was caught up in all the tension of that particular 14 

time. 15 

Q.   [14:40:27] So, before (Redacted) you didn't  16 

have any contact at all with the Anti-Balaka; is that correct? 17 

A.   [14:40:39] I didn't have any contact with them. 18 

Q.   [14:40:43] No physical contact, no contact over the phone? 19 

A.   [14:40:46] No, I didn't have their phone -- I'll tell you -- what was I to say to 20 

them? 21 

Q.   [14:40:59] Well, at paragraph 52 of your statement, you said, "I wasn't in contact 22 

with the Anti-Balaka".  Can you confirm that? 23 

A.   [14:41:14] Yes. 24 

Q.   [14:41:16] But when (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) there were -- there was an Anti-Balaka person called Bertin Namdoka and his 1 

nickname was Acakolu? 2 

A.   [14:41:42] Atakoli. 3 

Q.   [14:41:44] Atakoli.  Okay.  And you spoke to this person, to this Anti-Balaka 4 

member, (Redacted); right? 5 

A.   [14:41:55] Atakoli lived with the people at the site, but he always said he was the 6 

spokesperson.  Much later -- well, he was the spokesperson of the Anti-Balaka, if you 7 

want to put it that way, but I never saw him in practice like that.  But he always gave 8 

us to understand that he was familiar with their practices.  But being in touch 9 

with -- I can't really connect -- I couldn't have sort of dealings with such people 10 

because (Redacted).  I really can't see  11 

myself developing some kind of relationship with these people who were trying to do 12 

harm to the population.  That's inconceivable to me.   13 

And I also know that (Redacted)  14 

we found out that there were Anti-Balaka members who were engaging in extortion.  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) but you are turning  18 

against the population.  But the Seleka are against the population.  What's the 19 

difference between you and them?" 20 

Q.   [14:43:51] So, you talk about people turning against the population.  You mean 21 

the Christian population, don't you? 22 

A.   [14:43:59] I believe I said the things in that way knowing that there was 23 

confusion in the terminology and I believe some journalists were pulling the strings, 24 

so to speak.  It wasn't just Christians; there were animist people.  But let me take the 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-292-Red2-ENG CT WT 20-06-2024 66/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4608 

20.06.2024           Page 67 
 

opportunity to tell you that for the Muslim people, everyone who was not a Muslim 1 

was a Christian.  And you also have to acknowledge this quality they have.  They 2 

are very -- they stick together.  If you do anything to one member of the Muslim 3 

community, you've hurt the entire community, but in the Christian community they 4 

will say a particular person was hurt, or shot, or whatever.  So, you see, that's why 5 

there was this struggle between Muslims and Christians.  But I say to you no. 6 

Q.   [14:45:20] So, to repeat what you said, the population -- when you talk about the 7 

population, you are talking about non-Muslims; correct? 8 

A.   [14:45:29] Yes, that's right. 9 

Q.   [14:45:32] Now, just if we could hark back to this person Bertin Namdoka.  Was 10 

he a leader amongst the Anti-Balaka? 11 

A.   [14:45:48] Could you repeat the question? 12 

Q.   [14:45:50] Since he was (Redacted)  13 

this person, Bertin Namdoka, he was an Anti-Balaka leader, wasn't he? 14 

A.   [14:46:09] He said he was a spokesperson. 15 

Q.   [14:46:15] So, when you met him, that was before, (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted); correct? 17 

A.   [14:46:28] Well, he was living at the site, as I said, but I never saw him for 18 

practices or anything like that, no. 19 

Q.   [14:46:45] And when you say the "site", you mean the bishopric? 20 

A.   [14:46:51] Yes. 21 

Q.   [14:46:53] And do you know who was the boss of Bertin? 22 

A.   [14:47:03] No. 23 

Q.   [14:47:06] So, at the bishopric, the bishop's compound, did you have regular 24 

contact with him, or did you talk to him over the phone? 25 
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A.   [14:47:25] I said earlier that I didn't have their numbers, I didn't have his 1 

number, and I really can't see myself having dealings or a relationship with those 2 

people.  (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) that's all. 4 

Q.   [14:47:56] But if he was at the site of the -- at the church compound, he was a 5 

displaced person, wasn't he? 6 

A.   [14:48:02] Yes.  (Redacted) yes. 7 

Q.   [14:48:08] At paragraph 92 of your statement, you also mention Enock Dokafei, 8 

and he too was at the bishopric? 9 

A.   [14:48:22] Yes. 10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:48:23] Enock Dokafei was the name given. 11 

MS GALUPA:  (Interpretation) 12 

Q.   [14:48:28] And you said he had links to the people who were in the bush.  And 13 

when you say the "people from the bush", you mean the Anti-Balaka? 14 

A.   [14:48:36] Yes. 15 

Q.   [14:48:39] Enock Dokafei, would he leave the compound to go talk to these 16 

people who had come out of the bush? 17 

A.   [14:48:53] I didn't see him do that.  In any event, when people were in the 18 

compound, it's because they were afraid.  As I said, they did not leave the compound.  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted).  Perhaps he left without our knowing, I have  21 

no idea.  I can't know everything.  Maybe at night. 22 

Q.   [14:49:34] Well, you said that he didn't leave the compound, but maybe that 23 

means he was in touch with him over the phone? 24 

A.   [14:49:44] I couldn't tell you. 25 
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Q.   [14:49:48] And you, you were in touch with him, you saw him on the site of the 1 

compound? 2 

A.   [14:49:56] I would see him coming and going for food, the food aid, like 3 

everyone else.  He was a young person who I knew as -- beforehand. 4 

Q.   [14:50:14] And you were in telephone contact with him? 5 

A.   [14:50:19] I just said, I don't have his telephone number.  I didn't have anyone's 6 

telephone number. 7 

Q.   [14:50:26] According to the information that we have at our disposal, Enock 8 

Dokafei was an Anti-Balaka member.  Were you aware of that? 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

Q.   [14:51:53] So, I understand that you were not in a position to know whether 16 

there were Anti-Balaka on the site of the bishop's compound yourself? 17 

A.   [14:52:06] No.  I can assure you, if we had evidence, even the person in charge 18 

of the place would have -- would have become furious and thrown them out, because 19 

we were all just about to do everything, all of that as well. 20 

Q.   [14:52:29] But Bertin, who was an Anti-Balaka member, he was on the site of 21 

the -- at the compound? 22 

A.   [14:52:37] Yes. 23 

Q.   [14:52:37] So you knew that he was an Anti-Balaka and he was on the site of the 24 

compound? 25 
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A.   [14:52:43] He said he was a spokesperson, but not a practitioner.  He knew 1 

what was going on, he could explain things, but he wasn't active.  So that's why he 2 

was an ordinary person like any other.  Otherwise, why would he have been at that 3 

site? 4 

Q.   [14:53:11] So, in your mind, he was a young person and he was part of a 5 

self-defence group, not an Anti-Balaka member? 6 

A.   [14:53:20] I'm telling you that he -- he is the one who said he was a spokesperson 7 

and we should find out what he was doing, but he knew about the practices but he 8 

did not carry out the practices.  So I can't really say. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:53:40] We have now, I think, sufficiently 10 

covered that, in the perception of the witness, this person was a spokesperson of the 11 

Anti-Balaka and he was seen on the compound.  So I think we can -- you can take it 12 

from there and continue. 13 

MS GALUPA:  [14:54:01] Thank you, Mr President. 14 

Q.   [14:54:03](Interpretation) Mr Witness, do you know someone called Danboy 15 

Dedane? 16 

A.   [14:54:18] No. 17 

Q.   [14:54:23] So, if you don't know him, you weren't in touch with him over the 18 

phone, now, were you? 19 

A.   [14:54:28] That's the same question.  I was not a rebel leader, I was not an 20 

Anti-Balaka leader, a Seleka leader.  Why would I have the contact information of 21 

these entities? 22 

Q.   [14:54:50] Do you know someone called Robert Bandasse, or Robert Bandasse?   23 

A.   [14:55:00] I might know him to see him, but the name does not ring a bell, not at 24 

all. 25 
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Q.   [14:55:11] According to the information that we have, he spent some time at the 1 

bishop's compound, in the évêché? 2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:55:21] The witness laughs. 3 

MS GALUPA:  [14:55:24](Interpretation) 4 

Q.   [14:55:25] And I will give you the reference.  CAR-OTP-2113-0156, at 5 

page 0158.   6 

And so it's same question:  You weren't in touch with him over the phone? 7 

A.   [14:55:38] I don't know this person, so I couldn't -- maybe you have more 8 

intelligence than me, because you conduct investigations.  People knew one another, 9 

but an entire population who came in like that?  I was not one of the neighbourhood 10 

leaders, so I didn't try to find out who was who.  I saw displaced people.  I didn't 11 

want to get into people's stories.  I saw people who were fleeing, that's all.  12 

Q.   [14:56:15] So these people didn't necessarily have any reason to be in touch with 13 

you either, right; isn't that so? 14 

A.   [14:56:28] For what reason exactly?  As I was saying, I was not a militia leader.  15 

And, in any event, even if they knew, they couldn't tell us so directly (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

Q.   [14:57:00] Do you know Theodore Teddy Bozizé? 19 

A.   [14:57:20] I've heard that name.  I don't know him personally. 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:57:23] Interpreter correction:  Theodore Teddy Romeo 21 

Bozizé. 22 

MS GALUPA:  [14:57:28](Interpretation)  23 

Q.   [14:57:29] And you weren't in touch with him over the phone? 24 

A.   [14:57:30] No. 25 
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Q.   [14:57:33] For the Chamber, we do have some information to the effect that 1 

Teddy Bozizé and Bandasse were associated with Anti-Balaka members, and I will 2 

give the reference:  CAR-OTP-2019-1383, page 1386 -- 2019-1383, page 1386. 3 

Mr Witness, I'd like to show you a document now, and this is at tab 30 of our list, 4 

page 2.  5 

So, some data was gathered -- 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:58:41] May I.  I think this could last some time, 7 

I assume.  Do you have an estimate how long you will -- it will take? 8 

MS GALUPA:  [14:58:50] Overall, Mr President, possibly another hour. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:58:58] So then let's have now a break, let's say, 10 

of five minutes, and then we -- a short break, and then we have an hour and then you 11 

finish this afternoon.  Yeah?  Okay.  12 

Ten minutes is suggested.  Thank you very much. 13 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:59:17] All rise.  14 

(Recess taken at 2.59 p.m.) 15 

(Upon resuming in private session at 3.12 p.m.) 16 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:12:13] All rise.  17 

Please be seated. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:12:28] Ms Galupa.  Tab 30.    19 

MS GALUPA:  [15:12:38] Thank you, Mr President.  Yes. 20 

Q.   [15:12:43](Interpretation) Witness, I would like to show you the document 21 

which we have at tab 30.  22 

That's CAR-OTP-00036594, and I'd like to have page 2 displayed, please.  23 

Now, Witness, we have gathered information which shows that you had telephone 24 

contact with somebody called Danboy Rosmond Dedane, who was an Anti-Balaka.  25 
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What do you say to that?  Does that jog your memory? 1 

A.   [15:13:32] No, not at all, unless he had another name.  But, frankly, Dedane 2 

Danboy does not ring any bells. 3 

Q.   [15:13:48] Thank you.  Okay.   4 

Could we move to page 12, please, or perhaps 13.   5 

Perhaps we could move up, please, to see the name Bandasse. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:14:44] I think we are not at page 13 yet.  This 7 

seems to be -- yeah --  8 

MS GALUPA:  [15:14:57] I wrote down 12 in my notes, but I'm not sure if this is 9 

right --  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:15:01] No, Bandasse appears on 13 and 14.   11 

Well, it doesn't want to go to 13.  Now we are -- now we are there, I think. 12 

Here it shows 12, but on the -- yeah, but you wanted -- Ms Galupa, you wanted the 13 

contacts with Robert Bandasse on the screen? 14 

MS GALUPA:  [15:15:40] Yes, please.  I -- I have -- 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:15:43] We have it now.   16 

No, we have Namdoka now, yet again. 17 

MS GALUPA:  [15:16:00] Perhaps my colleague can display it.  It may be easier. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:16:08] Why not?   19 

Well, that's the right name, but not the right page.  But why not take this: You want 20 

to discuss with the witness that you say you have information that the witness was in 21 

contact, telephone contact with this person.  Why not take it from there, what we 22 

have now on the screen. 23 

MS GALUPA:  [15:17:07] Thank you, Mr President. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:08] You can only ask him if this changes his 25 
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mind, or if he recalls, or something, whatsoever. 1 

MS GALUPA:  [15:17:18](Interpretation)  2 

Q.   [15:17:21] Mr Witness, do you see the document displayed on the screen? 3 

A.   [15:17:27] No, it's been removed. 4 

Q.   [15:17:29] Ah, it's been removed.   5 

Perhaps it could be displayed on evidence 2.  6 

A.   [15:17:36] Yes, but I did see it a moment ago. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:48] Well, it's now on the screen again. 8 

Mr Witness, please have a look.  I think you -- you will see it. 9 

THE WITNESS:  [15:18:00](Interpretation) Yes.  Thank you. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Thank you, Madam Court Usher. 11 

MS GALUPA:  [15:18:03] Thank you. 12 

Q.   [15:18:07](Interpretation) Mr Witness, we have gathered information which 13 

shows that you were in contact with Robert Bandasse (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

Could we move down a little bit further. 16 

Does this jog your memory? 17 

A.   [15:18:39] Yes, but I don't recall the context.   18 

Now, I also know that as regards Enock, when we learnt that they were at the site, (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

As I said before, I don't maintain contact with people like that in this way.  Either I'm 22 

called, or if (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted).  But I don't recall the names  24 

anymore, that's true. 25 
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Q.   [15:19:34] Could we now go to your contacts with Bertin Namdoka.   1 

Now, Witness, you see on the screen that we also have data showing that you were in 2 

contact with Mr Bertin Namdoka Acakolu.  This starts in (Redacted).  It starts,  3 

in fact, on (Redacted).  You have almost daily contact, in fact.  And that  4 

contact continues on until the month of (Redacted), if I'm not mistaken.  Is it you who 5 

made those calls? 6 

A.   [15:20:24] I don't recall the context any longer.  Perhaps I rang to ask exactly 7 

what was going on, what's going on, and I would have wanted to reassure myself 8 

whether he was part of the group or not.  That's why I spoke to him.  He said he 9 

was a spokesperson, but that's all. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:20:55] And for everyone, of course, we -- this 11 

document will be in evidence.  And we see that these contacts were relatively short 12 

always.  You know, we -- there were a few over a minute.  If I see, they were very 13 

short.  So these were -- were not long conversations.  So this -- for everyone, this 14 

will also be part of what we will have to assess.  If it is relevant at all, we will see 15 

that.   16 

Ms Galupa. 17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:21:27] The interpreter adds that the witness said that these 18 

contacts were not in subversive activities, no.  19 

MS GALUPA:  (Overlapping speakers)  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:21:35] Well, that is -- I hope this is 21 

also -- perhaps you can -- the interpreter can say this again, because I don't think it is 22 

in the transcript now, what you added.  Please -- please say it again. 23 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:21:53] The interpreter completes the interpretation of the 24 

last question.   25 
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The witness answered:  He said that he was the spokesperson and I -- I just left it at 1 

that.  But in subversive activities, no.    2 

MS GALUPA:  [15:22:18](Interpretation)  3 

Q.   [15:22:18] Witness, on the screen you can see contacts with Enock Dokafei.  A 4 

few of these were in (Redacted) and, subsequently, there was contact also 5 

in (Redacted).  6 

My question is the same to you:  Did you make those calls?  There was one contact, 7 

in particular, in September 2014. 8 

A.   [15:22:49] (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) That was it. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:30] Ms Galupa, please. 15 

Q.   [15:23:35] And, if I may go to page 11, on the screen you will see that there are 16 

two telephone calls between you and Teddy Bozizé -- one in (Redacted) and one in 17 

(Redacted).  Does this jog your memory? 18 

A.   [15:23:59] No, not really.  Perhaps he called me.  I don't know him to see.  19 

What I do recall is that (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

That's all I can say. 22 

Q.   [15:24:30] Thank you, witness.   23 

I would like to thank my colleague for her assistance, Ms Berdennikova. 24 

Now, Mr Witness, I'm going to move to another topic.  We have in our possession 25 
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evidence from (Redacted) and she explained  1 

to the investigators that she realised later that you were involved with the 2 

Anti-Balaka.  She also said that the Anti-Balaka group was operating from the 3 

refugee camp at the bishopric in Bossangoa.   4 

And I'd like to give the Chamber the reference to that.  It's at tab 20, 5 

CAR-OTP-2105-0930 at 0932 and 33. 6 

So, witness, what do you have to say to that? 7 

A.   [15:25:36] I'm sorry, I'm chuckling because I've often found myself in just this 8 

type of situation.  (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted).  It's always been like that.   11 

And, in any case, the FOMAC, or the MINUSCA, was at the entrance of the bishopric, 12 

so how could I have been dealing or involved in dealings with the Anti-Balaka, who I 13 

didn't know?  And I wasn't even convinced about their position.  And I've said that 14 

(Redacted) that would not be the case.  And I've  15 

said that several times here.  And I think that this information has come to you via 16 

the Muslims. 17 

Q.   [15:27:00] But you did say to us earlier that Bertin Namdoka and Enock Dokafei 18 

were at the bishopric site; is that correct? 19 

A.   [15:27:10] Yes.  20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:27:16] The interpreter corrects:  Bertin Namdoka. 21 

MS GALUPA:  [15:27:22](Interpretation)  22 

Q.   [15:27:22] Now, we also have information from a person who says that members 23 

of his family had taken refuge at the bishopric, and he had learnt that (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted).  So  3 

you assisted the Anti-Balaka, didn't you?  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:07] No, no, first of all -- 5 

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) [15:28:10] No, not at all. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:12] Okay, the answer is already -- the 7 

reference, please, for that?  8 

MS GALUPA:  [15:28:14] Yes.  It's tab 22, CAR-OTP-2109-0490 at 0494. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:20] And the witness has already answered, 10 

which is not a problem, but we need, of course, a reference for something like that. 11 

So, Mr Witness, to make sure, that is not true? 12 

THE WITNESS:  [15:28:35](Interpretation) Yes. 13 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:28:36] The interpreter corrects, the sum of money collected 14 

was between 200,000 and 400,000 francs. 15 

THE WITNESS:  [15:28:44](Interpretation) No, not at all.  This is the first I've heard 16 

of this. 17 

MS GALUPA:  [15:28:55](Interpretation)  18 

Q.   [15:28:55] At tab 17, CAR-OTP-2079-1097, at page 1099, witness, this is a 19 

document which I've referred to earlier.  Now, when you were in telephone contact 20 

with investigators from the Office of the Prosecutor, took notes - that's what this 21 

document is - and you told them that the Anti-Balaka had burnt several Muslim 22 

houses, but that that had been in retaliation for houses which had been destroyed by 23 

the Seleka.  Do you confirm that? 24 

A.   [15:29:40] Yes, I remember that.  I remember that event. 25 
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Q.   [15:29:45] In paragraph 37 of your statement, you say that for the Seleka, any 1 

person who left the premises of the bishopric was an Anti-Balaka. 2 

Now, do you agree with me that not everybody who left the bishopric was an 3 

Anti-Balaka; is that right? 4 

A.   [15:30:15] As I said, this is a phenomenon I don't believe in, and I don't know.  5 

We are -- it's always said that Anti-Balaka left the bishopric to carry out abuses.  (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Q.   [15:30:56] So you're saying that to the mind of the Seleka, anybody leaving the 9 

bishopric was an Anti-Balaka; do you agree with me that that was a generalisation? 10 

A.   [15:31:05] Yes, it was a generalisation, because, in fact, in one of the videos that 11 

we looked at yesterday, here, they said that the Anti-Balaka had gone to the bishopric, 12 

that they had gone there in the wake of their families to be together with them.  13 

That's what was said in the video.  It's not I who said it, but it's what was said there, 14 

for instance. 15 

Q.   [15:31:37] You also agree with me that these kind of generalisations are 16 

dangerous because everyone is lumped into the same category; isn't that so? 17 

A.   [15:31:51] The Prosecution's goal is to do harm.  Right from the very beginning, 18 

the displaced people needed to get out, they needed to get out.  All the anti-Balaka 19 

were in the bush and if the people didn't get out, it was a danger to the Muslims.  So 20 

that's what the situation was. 21 

Q.   [15:32:24] So you agree with me that it's not a good thing to engage in such 22 

generalisations? 23 

A.   [15:32:32] As I said, the practice -- I did not see those things, and when everyone 24 

is accused -- and I remember one time when a FOMAC officer was killed, the colonel 25 
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called the local authority and said, "Well, now I know you're the leader of the 1 

Anti-Balaka", and they didn't respond to that.  So such accusations were regular, and, 2 

to my mind, they were saying those things but I -- I have nothing on my conscience. 3 

Q.   [15:33:20] Now, when you said at paragraph 25 that all the Muslims were armed, 4 

even the women, that's also a generalisation, isn't it? 5 

A.   [15:33:33] Most of.  I would say it was more the majority of women.  That was 6 

known even in the town of Bossangoa.  People knew that.  And I mentioned that 7 

yesterday as well.  Some Peuhl - they are called Mbarara - men or women, both 8 

genders, they were all armed. 9 

Q.   [15:34:09] And yesterday, when you said - French transcript, page 57, line 27 to 10 

the following page, page 58 - when you said that the Muslims turned against the 11 

native-born population, and you said overnight they turned against the population as 12 

if there was a conflict beforehand; whereas, that was not the case. 13 

That, too, is a generalisation, isn't it? 14 

A.   [15:34:43] It's not a generalisation; it is an observation.  An observation.  (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) that's why I said that.  It  17 

was an observation.  It was not a generalisation, nor was it an accusation. 18 

Q.   [15:35:29] In paragraph 25 you said, as well, that the Seleka protected everything 19 

that was Muslim.  That, too, is a generalisation, isn't it? 20 

A.   [15:35:43] It was an observation, or a finding, you could say, and the proof is 21 

that the Muslims were not subjected to looting or vandalism, unlike the other side. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:57] We are not discussing terminology here.  23 

The witness has made his statement and he has testified today and yesterday, and he 24 

has said it this way and that's -- we do not discuss with him if this is a generalisation 25 
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or an observation or a finding, or whatsoever. 1 

So, what I want to say by that is, please move on to another issue -- not any more 2 

generalisations, please, and discussions about what this might mean and how this 3 

could be interpreted or not. 4 

MS GALUPA:  [15:36:40](Interpretation)  5 

Q.   [15:36:41] Mr Witness, you mentioned these events (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted).  I believe that we're in open session.  Ah, we  7 

are in private session.  I can put my question to you. 8 

You discussed the events (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) they were all aware of what was going on in Bossangoa? 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

Q.   [15:38:45] I'd like to make reference to tab 19, tab 19, *2088-2689.  And for the 21 

time being, I'll just quote the bishop.  This is a press article, and the bishop said: 22 

"We've come to a point where the Muslim population has wrongfully likened -- which 23 

have been wrongfully likened to the Seleka."  Would you agree that one cannot liken 24 

all the Muslim population to the Seleka? 25 
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A.   [15:39:34] I wonder if that is exactly what he meant.  Wrongfully likened to?  1 

Well, ultimately, it wasn't the population who likened the Muslims to the Seleka; it 2 

was the Seleka who likened the Muslims to them.  I said that yesterday.  They were 3 

forcibly enrolled, forcibly enrolled.  That's what I said as well. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:40:07] I have the impression that you are a little 5 

bit starting a discussion with the witness about terminology, about -- so I think the 6 

witness has absolutely made clear what his observations were and we have -- at some 7 

point in time you have to accept it, for what it's worth, and in the end the judges are 8 

here to make sense out of it. 9 

You know, I already said, generalisation, observation, this is terminology.  The last 10 

question was -- by you was cleverly made, but was a little bit of a circumvention of 11 

what I said because it was also a little bit about what the witness understood by the 12 

relationship between the Seleka and the Muslims.  We have covered that really 13 

sufficiently now. 14 

MS GALUPA:  [15:41:04] I'll move on, Mr President. 15 

Q.   [15:41:16] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, at paragraph 76 -- 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:41:20] By the way, before you continue, when 17 

we have a chance to go back to open session, please let us know. 18 

MS GALUPA:  [15:41:35] I think we can go back to open session, thank you. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:41:38] Open session. 20 

(Open session at 3.41 p.m.) 21 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:41:42] We are in open session, Mr President. 22 

MS GALUPA:  [15:42:07](Interpretation)  23 

Q.   [15:42:08] Mr Witness, at paragraph 76 of your statement you said that the 24 

Muslims - and I quote - "are making themselves out to be the victims, saying, 'Oh, it's  25 
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the Christians who want to kill us, that's why we went to the school and gathered 1 

there'." 2 

You said, same paragraph: "This is the executioner who's accusing and saying that he 3 

is the victim". 4 

I'd like to show you some photographs, tab 5, CAR-OTP-2079-0657, tab 5.  5 

This is a photograph that was taken at the school, at the École de la Liberté.   6 

And my question to you is a simple one:  Are these the executioners you're talking 7 

about? 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:43:35] Well, that's polemic, I think.  Really, no, 9 

we don't -- we don't do that.  No, I don't allow this.  Next question.  10 

Excuse me, Ms Proulx, for not letting you say the same. 11 

MS GALUPA:  [15:44:06](Interpretation)  12 

Q.   [15:44:07] At tab 69, you said that the Anti-Balaka were calling for the departure 13 

of the Muslims so that they might be free.  And you also said that this was a very 14 

deep injury, "It's not that we wanted to kill them, but that they should leave".  15 

If I understand correctly, the Anti-Balaka threatened the Muslims with -- by force and 16 

with violence and they targeted them until the point they left.   17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:44:43] What's the problem with this question? 18 

MS PROULX:  [15:44:45] I think there's a slight misrepresentation of what the 19 

statement says.  The statement doesn't say that it was the Anti-Balaka who wanted 20 

the departure of the Muslim civilians; it says that it was the Christian -- civilian 21 

Christians who wanted that. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:45:00] Let me just have a look at it.  23 

You are right.  You are right, yes.   24 

I allow the question, but with the modification that you quote the witness correctly. 25 
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MS GALUPA:  [15:45:27](Interpretation)  1 

Q.   [15:45:27] Mr witness, I made a mistake.  At paragraph 69, you said:  "The 2 

Christian civilian population asked the departure -- for the departure of the Muslims 3 

so that we might be free". 4 

You also said:  "The wound was too deep", and I quote:  "It's not that we want to kill 5 

them but that they should leave.  That was all". 6 

My question is the same.  So the Muslims were threatened with violence, with force, 7 

they were targeted and attacked until they left; is that right? 8 

A.   [15:46:17] No, not at all.  That's not -- ever since yesterday, during my 9 

statements I have tried to give you to understand that when the rebels arrived, the 10 

Muslims rallied with them and turned against the population.  They were even 11 

informants for the Seleka.  I had explained that. 12 

And in other interviews that we granted, you will see that I said that if I put myself in 13 

the place of, if I listened to the displaced people, they didn't want to attack the 14 

Muslims or threaten their lives, but it was a disappointment.  They went back home.  15 

They turned against them.   16 

If you had seen for yourself, if you had assessed the number of displaced people in 17 

both camps, you would have realised that at the bishops' compound there was an 18 

entire population there.  And yesterday I said that was the case.  Even if we were 19 

after them, even with weapons, we would have been victorious, but that was not the 20 

case.  That's what I said yesterday.  How could people have it out with others, then 21 

flee and take shelter and ask for protection?  That was the question.  I was clear on 22 

that point. 23 

The population felt betrayed, discouraged, and they said, "We no longer want to 24 

be -- we were the victims of our own good nature".  25 
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Perhaps you don't want to put yourselves in the shoes of others, but imagine you're at 1 

home, you welcome people at your home, you treat them like brothers.  Then 2 

overnight, they attack you and try to drive you out of your own home.  What would 3 

your reaction be? 4 

What we authorities wanted to express was that it was possible to have live together, 5 

but to think -- it's not easy, you see.  It is very easy to break the hearts of people, but 6 

it's not easy to mend their hearts.  That's what I wanted to say when I said that. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:49:06] Well, whenever a witness starts to 8 

implicitly, at least, or sometimes directly, like in that case, to ask questions themselves, 9 

this confirms what I said a couple of minutes ago, that the line of questioning could 10 

lead to a discussion with the witness which is not necessary.  11 

So, actually, I think that looking at all the questions that have been put to the witness 12 

yesterday and today, that you could, let's say, contemplate to come to the end of your 13 

examination at some point in time. 14 

MS GALUPA:  [15:49:47] Thank you, Mr President. 15 

Q.   [15:49:51] (interpretation) Mr Witness, I understand -- have I understood 16 

correctly from your answers that you maintain that the Anti-Balaka did not threaten 17 

civilian Muslims, is that correct, is that what you have told us, in Bossangoa? 18 

A.   [15:50:14] Once again, allow me to reiterate what I have said.  I called them 19 

self-defence groups.  Young people, when you saw the situation, they wanted to 20 

defend their territory, but they didn't want to kill for the sake of killing because they 21 

didn't want Muslims on their territory; that's not it.  It wasn't the first rebellion.  We 22 

had a first rebellion before that, and it was also made up of Muslims.  And once the 23 

rebellion was over, it ended and Muslims were still there, they still had their shops, 24 

still sold at the market.  But that wasn't the case this time.  It was experienced 25 
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differently and it was very broad. 1 

I'm not here to accuse or to defend or support anyone.  I am giving testimony in 2 

relation to what I experienced, what I saw and what I heard.  That's all. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:51:23] Ms Galupa, you're not going to get the 4 

witness to change his testimony.  So, really -- and I would also appreciate it if you 5 

would take the hints by the Chamber here. 6 

MS GALUPA:  [15:51:40] That was my last question, Mr President.  I just wanted 7 

him to see -- I just wanted to see if he maintains -- 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:51:45] Okay.  So then I -- then I, well, sort of 9 

apologise, I have to say, if you say this was your last question.  But, really, it's -- the 10 

witness has made it absolutely clear what is his position.  Yes. 11 

MS GALUPA:  [15:51:56] I just wanted to ask him whether he maintains that 12 

statement. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:52:01] Yeah, yeah.  He has -- he has done it and 14 

he has done it several times.  Thank you very much. 15 

MS GALUPA:  [15:52:05](Interpretation)  16 

Q.   [15:52:06] Mr Witness, I've concluded my questioning. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:52:11] Thank you. 18 

I don't assume there are any questions by -- Ms Proulx, what?  Okay, please, yeah, 19 

your call.  Of course, you have a chance.  Let's hear what you have to ask.    20 

MS PROULX:  [15:52:27] Thank you, Mr President.  I assure you it's not going to be 21 

long.  I do not want to belabour this.  It's been a long couple of days.  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:52:35] No, that's not the point, "long".  23 

It -- it -- we -- we need -- we take the time that we need, obviously, don't 24 

misunderstand me.  But when I say something like that, I take into account what the 25 
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examination by the Prosecution was already.   1 

Please, Ms Proulx.  2 

MS PROULX:  [15:52:54] Thank you, Mr President. 3 

QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX: (Interpretation) 4 

Q.   [15:52:57] Mr Witness, just a few clarifications, if you don't mind, in relation to 5 

the answers that you have provided to my learned friend. 6 

Now, a few moments ago, at 13:57, you stated that after the attack of 5 December, the 7 

self-defence groups burst into the area to carry out reprisals. 8 

Against whom? 9 

A.   [15:53:25] Against the Seleka who had fired the mortar at the bishopric. 10 

Q.   [15:53:39] Thank you for that. 11 

Now, yesterday we looked at a map of Bossangoa and you located the various Seleka 12 

bases.  Would it be correct to say that there was a good number of Seleka bases 13 

in -- close to the École de la Liberté, in the vicinity of that school? 14 

MS GALUPA:  [15:54:09] I'm sorry, Mr President, but this could have been 15 

anticipated yesterday.  Mrs Proulx already elicited all the information about where 16 

the bases were.  It was in the statement. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:54:19] Yeah.  Yes.   18 

And Ms -- I agree here with Ms Galupa, and I tell you why. 19 

We really -- and the witness was -- has remarkably good recollection with regard to 20 

where these bases were, and we have gone through them and we can look ourselves 21 

on the map and look if they were close to the École Liberté or not.  So I agree with 22 

Ms Galupa. 23 

Ms Proulx.  24 

MS PROULX:  [15:54:43] Thank you, Mr President. 25 
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Q.   [15:54:45](Interpretation) Mr Witness, at 13:58, you said, if I've understood 1 

correctly, that the Anti-Balaka went and attacked the École de la Liberté.  Whom did 2 

they attack? 3 

A.   [15:55:05] Well, you see, they went to see the Seleka, who had withdrawn 4 

around the École de la Liberté out of the fear that the Muslims might be attacked, the 5 

Muslims at the school there.  That's who they attacked. 6 

Q.   [15:55:26] Thank you.  One last topic. 7 

Now, a few moments ago - this morning, actually - you said that after the attack of the 8 

fifth, the Seleka maintained control over the town, particularly Boro, and they had 9 

torched a number of houses.   10 

But a few moments ago in response to a question from my colleague, 15:08, you said 11 

that you remember an event when the Seleka burnt down the homes of some Muslim 12 

people as a form of reprisal against some other houses that had been burnt down.  13 

Have I understood correctly that that was after, that was later on?  That was after? 14 

A.   [15:56:21] We learned about that one morning, and apparently that happened at 15 

night. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:56:26] Ms Galupa.  17 

MS GALUPA:  [15:56:27] Again, Mr President, if I may, I mean, all of these topics 18 

were already covered in the direct examination, the burning of the houses.  19 

Ms Proulx had the occasion to -- (Overlapping speakers) 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:56:36] No, but you -- you picked it up.  We 21 

don't want to be -- and the witness has answered now.  This is -- I don't see a 22 

problem here.  It -- it -- you know, this is not, let's say, natural science.  You also 23 

addressed the burning of houses, Ms Proulx picked it up.  So we should not be too 24 

formal here.  And the witness has answered already.   25 
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Ms Proulx, continue, and please finish. 1 

MS PROULX:  [15:57:01](Interpretation)  2 

Q.   [15:57:03] You learned about that one morning.  How much time after 3 

5 December was that? 4 

A.   [15:57:11] I believe it was within a week, within a week of that. 5 

Q.   [15:57:22] Mr Witness, are you sure that it was Anti-Balaka, or was it the civilian 6 

population? 7 

A.   [15:57:30] I truly couldn't tell you, but we learned, and when we went to Boro 8 

we also saw that some houses had been torched.  It was the Seleka who said it was 9 

the Anti-Balaka.  Other people said, no, it was some people who came to the 10 

compound who had torched the houses.  So these were things that we did not see 11 

directly.  We were not eyewitnesses.  These are things we learned about, but we 12 

saw -- we saw what had happened after. 13 

Q.   [15:58:11] Just to make it quite sure, so you are talking about contradictory 14 

versions?   15 

A.   [15:58:17] Contradictory versions.   16 

Q.   [15:58:21] Thank you.  I have no further questions. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:58:26] Okay.  And the fact that you were sitting 18 

down tells me that. 19 

So this concludes your testimony, Mr Witness. 20 

On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to thank you that you have made yourself 21 

available as a witness in these proceedings.  We have the task to determine the truth, 22 

this Chamber, and the Court.  We can only do that if we have witnesses who come 23 

forward and tell us truthfully what they have experienced and what they still recall.  24 

We thank you for that and we wish you a safe trip back home. 25 
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THE WITNESS:  [15:59:01](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President. 1 

Thank you to the gentlemen and ladies of the Court.  Thank you. 2 

(The witness is excused) 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:59:09] So this concludes the hearing of today. 4 

The Court is adjourned. 5 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:59:14] All rise. 6 

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.59 p.m.)  7 
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