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Wednesday, 19 June 2024 9 

(The hearing starts in closed session at 9.32 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:33:00] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:16] Good morning, everyone.   14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:31] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

The situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.  18 

And for the record, we are in closed session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:49] Thank you very much.  That is very 20 

important for everyone to know, so that in case we reconsider our decision with 21 

regard to the protective measures, so no harm would have been done.   22 

First of all, then, please, the presence.  We start with you. 23 

MS GALUPA:  [9:34:12] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 24 

Honours.  The Prosecution is represented today by Mrs Maria Berdennikova, 25 
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Mr Kweku Vanderpuye, Mr Yassin Mostfa and myself, Irina Galupa.  Thank you. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:24] Thank you.   2 

Ms Massidda. 3 

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:34:28] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  The 4 

victims of the other crimes are represented today by Mr Abdou Dangabo Moussa, 5 

Ms Hélèyn Unac, Ms Evelyne Ombeni and myself, Paolina Massidda. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:44] Thank you, Ms Massidda.   7 

For the representatives of the child soldier victims. 8 

MS GRABOWSKI:  [9:34:50] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 9 

Honours.  Mr Suprun is otherwise engaged today so the team will be represented by 10 

myself, and for the record, my name is Anne Grabowski. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:01] Thank you very much.   12 

We turn to the Defence.  First of all, Ms Dimitri for the Defence of Mr Yekatom. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:35:06] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 14 

Honours.  And a special good morning to Judge Hohler.  Mr Yekatom is present in 15 

the courtroom, represented today by Ms Anne-Sophie Veillette and myself, Mylène 16 

Dimitri. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:18] Thank you.   18 

And we turn now to the Defence of Mr Ngaïssona, Mr Knoops. 19 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:35:23] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 20 

Honours.  Good morning everyone in the courtroom.  Good morning, Mr Witness.  21 

The Defence team of Mr Ngaïssona today appears before the Chamber with, on the 22 

first row, Alexandre Desevedavy, Ms Marie-Hélène Proulx; the second row, Chiara 23 

Giudici, Mathias Goffe and Justine Crête.  Merci. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:42] Thank you very much.   25 
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And most importantly, we have our witness in the courtroom.  This is D30-4608.  1 

This is Mr Frédéric Tonfio.   2 

Welcome to the courtroom.  I hope you are feeling well. 3 

WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4608 4 

(The witness speaks French) 5 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:58](Interpretation) Good morning.  Yes, everything is fine, 6 

thank you.   7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [09:35:59] Mr Witness, we are in closed session.  8 

This means that nobody except here in the courtroom is aware of what is going on, to 9 

put it in a more basic way.  We have to discuss the questions of protective measures, 10 

and you have -- as we have seen from the report of the Victims and Witnesses Unit 11 

and also with regard to submissions by the Defence, you have security concerns.  12 

Could you please tell us and explain to us what these security concerns are. 13 

THE WITNESS:  [9:36:40](Interpretation) (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)   16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)   24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)   4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)   7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:27] And I also take it, Mr Witness, that (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

THE WITNESS:  [9:40:38](Interpretation) Your Honour, I still (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:07] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 17 

(Trial Chamber confers) 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:19] So, the Chamber has deliberated and taken 19 

into account what the witness has told us in the past minutes about the situation in  20 

(Redacted) what happened there, and also about (Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  The Chamber reconsiders its decision and grants protective  22 

measures: voice distortion, face distortion and a pseudonym.   23 

So how long does this take?  Do we have to go to -- step outside, or can we -- two 24 

minutes, then I think we can stay here in the courtroom.   25 
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And I can tell already, Ms Proulx, that I understand this is an important witness and 1 

the witness has a lot to say.  However - and this is really in this case, please keep that 2 

in mind - we have a very comprehensive statement of the witness already and I 3 

would underline or in bold letters "very comprehensive".  So, eight hours for 4 

examination seems to be, frankly speaking, a little bit over-ambitious. 5 

MS PROULX:  [9:42:37] Thank you, Mr President. 6 

I don't think that we will go the full eight hours.  I do think it will probably be the 7 

whole day today and then we'll see.  It's a bit difficult to give a precise estimate at 8 

this stage. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:50] I could also say that when we see we have 10 

extended hours, for some reasons, this is a huge pressure on everybody, so if we can 11 

see that we would not need the extended hours and can, nevertheless, finish on 12 

Friday noon, it would also be appreciated.  But this is, first, a little bit up to you, 13 

what you envision, and then Ms Galupa, obviously.  It's always like that.  I will ask 14 

you at some point in time what your estimate will be, if you have reconsidered the 15 

estimate or not.  16 

And then, of course, we would go from closed session into private session when we 17 

are finished with the adjustment. 18 

Mr Witness, it was very important to hear from you personally about the situation.  19 

This is the reason why we have done this this way, and you understand that there are 20 

now protective measures in place for you. 21 

(Private session at 9.44 a.m.) 22 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:44:38] We are in private session, Mr President. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:44:40] Thank you very much. 24 

Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell25 
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the truth.  Please read this card out aloud. 1 

THE WITNESS:  [9:44:54](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I shall tell the truth, 2 

the entire truth and nothing but the truth. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:08] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   4 

The reason that I do not address you at the moment with your real name is, 5 

specifically, that there are now these protective measures in place.  So it's not that I'm 6 

not polite, and I'm addressing you as "Mr Witness" from there on.  7 

Mr Witness -- Mr Witness, you are aware that everything we say here in the 8 

courtroom is written down and interpreted into various languages, and so that 9 

everybody, specifically the interpreters can follow, we have to speak at a relatively 10 

slow level, so not too quick, so that the interpreters can catch up.  And please only 11 

start speaking when the person that has asked you a question has finished and 12 

perhaps wait a couple of seconds with your answer.  That would help the 13 

interpreters a lot.  So please keep that in mind.   14 

And with that, I give the floor to Ms Proulx.  15 

MS PROULX:  [9:46:14] Thank you, Mr President. 16 

QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX: (Interpretation)  17 

Q.   [9:46:18] Good morning, Mr Witness. 18 

A.   [9:46:20] Good morning. 19 

Q.   [9:46:20] We already know one another, but just for the record, I'll introduce 20 

myself once again.  I'm Marie-Hélène Proulx, one of the lawyers representing 21 

Mr Ngaïssona in these proceedings and I am the one who will be putting some 22 

questions to you today and perhaps tomorrow as well.  We'll see how all of that 23 

works out. 24 

Now, given that you have just been granted protective measures, I don't necessarily 25 
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need to repeat what the Presiding Judge has said, but just to let you know right now 1 

we are in private session, so the general public cannot hear you.  Later on in my 2 

questioning, I'll be asking for us to go into open session, which means that the public 3 

will be able to listen to what's being said.  And please be careful not to give any 4 

information in your answers that might indicate your identity. 5 

I'll be guiding you through this process.  I believe we're already off to a good start, 6 

but just a reminder, we do need to speak a bit slower than usual because everything is 7 

being transcribed and interpreted into Sango and English. 8 

Finally, I do have a lot of questions for you, and if ever my question is not clear to you, 9 

don't hesitate to let me know and I will rephrase my question.  Okay? 10 

A.   [9:47:49] Fine. 11 

Q.   [9:47:50] If at any time I put a question to you and you don't know the answer, 12 

that's not a problem, just say that you don't know.  And it's better to go about it that 13 

way rather than speculating without actually knowing what had happened.  14 

Understood? 15 

A.   [9:48:09] Yes. 16 

Q.   [9:48:11] I'll begin with some questions to identify you. 17 

Now, first of all, could you please give us your full name? 18 

A. [9:48:21] Thank you, ma'am. My name is (Redacted) and my first name is 19 

(Redacted)  Surname is (Redacted) 20 

Q.   [9:48:39] And where were you born and when were you born? 21 

A.   [9:48:47] I was born on (Redacted) in (Redacted). 22 

Q.   [9:49:07] And what is your faith? 23 

A.   [9:49:11] I'm a (Redacted) and (Redacted) 24 

Q.   [9:49:18] And what ethnic group are you from? 25 
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A.   [9:49:25] I'm from the (Redacted) ethnic group, from (Redacted) 1 

Q.   [9:49:37] And where are you now living? 2 

A.   [9:49:44] I'm living (Redacted) 3 

Q.   [9:50:12] Now, you've already told us that you were (Redacted). In a few words,  4 

could you tell us about your professional past, your background. 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)   11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)   16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

Q.   [9:54:13] Thank you very much. 21 

I'd like to move on to a different topic now, Mr Witness.   22 

* Do you remember meeting two representatives of Mr Ngaïssona's Defence team (Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

A.   [9:54:37] Yes, I remember that well. 25 
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* Q.   [9:54:40] And do you remember meeting members of the team again (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

A.   [9:54:52] Affirmative. 3 

Q.   [9:54:56] Now, (Redacted) do you remember signing a statement? 4 

A.   [9:55:09] That is correct. 5 

Q.   [9:55:12] Do you also remember allowing the Defence team to copy some  6 

(Redacted) from a hard drive -- from your hard drive? 7 

A.   [9:55:37] Yes, that is correct. 8 

Q.   [9:55:40] Did you have an opportunity to read over your statement yesterday? 9 

A.   [9:55:53] Yes.  Yesterday, I had quite a bit of time to read over the statement. 10 

Q.   [9:56:03] And you made a few corrections? 11 

A.   [9:56:05] Yes, that's right. 12 

Q.   [9:56:08] Can you confirm that the contents of your corrected statement is true, 13 

to the best of your knowledge.  14 

A.   [9:56:26] I did not make many corrections, just because the report was in 15 

keeping with what I told you. 16 

Q.   [9:56:57] Do you object to your statement and the corrections that you made be 17 

tendered into evidence? 18 

A.   [9:57:06] Could you repeat your question.  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:57:09] That is -- actually, that's the unfortunate 20 

wording in the Rule 68(3), "do you object".  21 

Mr Witness, you have said that your statement that you have signed, with the 22 

corrections you made, are in line with what you really experienced, are the truth.  So, 23 

do you have any problem with using this statement as evidence in this Court?  24 

Would you agree to be -- that this be used? 25 
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THE WITNESS:  [9:57:43](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour, for providing 1 

such a clear explanation.  I don't see any problem with this information being placed 2 

on the record.    3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:58:01] Thank you very much.  And, for the 4 

record, we now state that the conditions of Rule 68(3) are met for the statement of the 5 

witness, CAR-D30-0017-0004-R01, with the corrections made by the witness.  6 

This means, Mr Witness, and the reason why we do this, this is simply a procedural 7 

feature, so to speak.  This means that what you said in the statement is already in 8 

evidence.  It is as if you had testified already two or three days and had provided us 9 

with all of this information.  And the reason why we have such a rule is that this 10 

shortens your presence here in the courtroom, so you don't have to stay for the whole 11 

week but only for two or three days.  So, Ms Proulx will adjust to that and will not 12 

ask you all and everything what is contained, obviously, in your statement already.  13 

This is simply explaining. 14 

Ms Proulx. 15 

MS PROULX:  [9:59:08] Mr President, also for the record, I note that, together with 16 

the statement, we have explanatory notes of corrections that we made to the 17 

statements.  They are at CAR-D30-0017-0019 through to 0021. 18 

Then the corrections to the statement made by the witness are at CAR-D30-0017-0022. 19 

There you go.  That's for the record.  20 

Q.   [9:59:54](Interpretation) Mr Witness, I'd now like us to move into open session; 21 

but, first of all, allow me to explain a few things.  22 

When we're in open session, the general public will be able to hear my questions and 23 

your answers, so please remember when you are speaking, try to avoid giving any 24 

information that could identify you.  In particular, if you want to talk about dealings 25 
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that you had with other people, if you want to talk about information that you 1 

received as a priest, if your answer could identify you, tell me so and we will ask the 2 

Presiding Judge to go into private session.  Understood? 3 

A.   [10:00:37] Yes. 4 

Q.   [10:00:38] Now we will try to go into open session. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:00:42] Just a second.  And, in addition, 6 

Mr Witness, to make you feel comfortable and not, let's say, anxious when speaking 7 

when we are in open session, we have a half an hour.  If something has been said 8 

that could identify you in open session, we have half an hour to expunge this from 9 

the record here.  So don't worry, there are still measures in place. 10 

So we go to open session now. 11 

(Open session at 10.01 a.m.) 12 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:01:31] We are in open session, Mr President. 13 

MS PROULX:  [10:01:39](Interpretation)  14 

Q.   [10:01:41] Witness, I would like to briefly discuss with you life in Bossangoa 15 

before the Seleka arrived. 16 

Now, in paragraph 11 of your statement you said that the Christians and the Muslims 17 

had always lived together sincerely.  Now, can you explain to us what you mean by 18 

"lived together sincerely"? 19 

A.   [10:02:07] Yes.  Well, what I mean by that, by saying that they lived together 20 

sincerely, was that practically all of the Muslims who were in Bossangoa hailed from 21 

Chad originally and there were no clashes or no differences made between races or 22 

based on culture.  Rather, they were involved in the social life of the area, business in 23 

the area; the young people played football with the indigenous young people.  I'm 24 

calling them "indigenous" young people just to make that difference now, but we25 
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were all together then.  There were even Muslims who were the mayor of Bossangoa, 1 

or councillors.  They were involved in the social goings-on in Bossangoa, and there 2 

was no conflict.  3 

Now, it's true that between people, even within families, there can be tensions, but 4 

people weren't labelled, if you like.  No, everybody was just from Bossangoa, was 5 

part of the same community.  That's what I meant by that choice of words. 6 

Q.   [10:04:12] And did you hear about a tax against Muslims in Bossangoa during 7 

the administration of President Bozizé? 8 

A.   [10:04:26] At what point in time exactly? 9 

Q.   [10:04:33] Well, to be more specific, some witnesses who have been called by the 10 

Prosecution have said that from as early as 2012 the Muslim community had begun to 11 

be targeted by supporters of President Bozizé in Bossangoa.  Were you aware of 12 

such events? 13 

A.   [10:05:01] No.  No, I wasn't. 14 

Q.   [10:05:04] Now, in paragraph 19 of your statement, you say that some members 15 

of the Seleka were already in the town before the official arrival of the Seleka and the 16 

taking of Bossangoa by the Seleka. 17 

Now, can you explain to us how you knew that the Seleka were already in the town? 18 

A.   [10:05:43] Well, I realised it when the local people began to take refuge in the 19 

church, so many of them had recognised people who were milling around with them, 20 

people who were wearing large robes, boubous.  People they were not suspicious of, 21 

but when the Seleka arrived into Bossangoa, those people would take off their 22 

boubous and it was apparent that they were bearing arms under those robes and that, 23 

in fact, they were with the Seleka.  So, if you like, they were the forerunners. 24 

Q.   [10:07:02] I'm staying with paragraph 19, and you said that a group of Seleka 25 
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had infiltrated by pretending to be a gendarmerie mission from Bangui and that they 1 

had set themselves up in the headquarters of the gendarmerie, and that when 2 

the -- and it was only that when a gendarme called to Bangui to confirm their arrival, 3 

the arrival of that mission in Bossangoa, that it was discovered that this mission did 4 

not exist.  Do you recall that? 5 

A.   [10:07:49] Yes.  Also, one of the gendarmes had fled to Bangui.  Before going 6 

to Bangui, he was also with those internally displaced people and he, himself, 7 

reported this.  They had arrived on or in a gendarmerie vehicle.  They had gone to 8 

the gendarmerie building in Bossangoa and they said that it was a mission from the 9 

director general of the gendarmerie.  And the person who {PFR: (Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)} had called Bangui to announce that, indeed, the mission had arrived in  11 

good order.  And it was in response to that announcement that he had heard the 12 

question, "What mission", and was told that no mission had been despatched by the 13 

director general.  So he had hung up, ended the phone call, and left as if he was 14 

going to go to the bathroom and, in fact, he fled.  There you go. 15 

Q.   [10:09:49] And it was this selfsame gendarme who {PFR: (Redacted)} 16 

A.   [10:09:53] Yes, indeed. 17 

Q.   [10:09:57] And did you, yourself, have the opportunity to see those Seleka who 18 

were passing themselves off as gendarmes? 19 

A.   [10:10:16] No. 20 

Q.   [10:10:20] And when people discovered that this mission from Bangui was not a 21 

real mission, what happened? 22 

A.   [10:10:45] Well, all the gendarmes fled, and it was some time later that the 23 

Seleka arrived in from Bouca. 24 

Q.   [10:11:15] Now, witness, I'm going to put my next question to you in open court;25 
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but, of course, if you feel it's necessary, let me know whether we should deal with it 1 

in private session, because I'm not sure.  I'm going to give you the opportunity, 2 

however, to answer in open session. 3 

Now, in paragraph 24 of your statement you say that the Muslim population was 4 

aware of the arrival of the Seleka and that some of them had told you that during 5 

{PFR: (Redacted)}  So I would like to ask you if you could tell us  6 

more about {PFR: (Redacted)} 7 

A.   [10:12:11] I'd like this to be dealt with in private session. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:12:14] Private session. 9 

THE WITNESS:  [10:12:32](Interpretation) Could you repeat? 10 

(Private session at 10.12 a.m.) 11 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:12:40] We are in private session, Mr President. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:12:42] Just a second.   13 

Mr Witness, when we switch from private to open and back from open session to 14 

private session, the technical things here have to be adjusted a little bit, so it takes 10 15 

or 20 seconds and this is the reason.  Now we are in private session and it is indeed, I 16 

think, advisable that you repeat the question. 17 

THE WITNESS:  [10:13:05](Interpretation) Indeed.  I understand, thank you. 18 

MS PROULX:  [10:13:08](Interpretation)  19 

Q.   [10:13:09] Okay, let me repeat. 20 

Witness, at paragraph 24 of your statement you say that the Muslim population was 21 

aware of the arrival of the Seleka and that some of them had told you about it (Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  I'd like you to tell us more about the specific  23 

context (Redacted) during which you heard that, or that  24 

information was relayed to you? 25 
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A.   [10:13:40] Thank you.  Now, as I've said, as I've told you, that information is 1 

information that I received after a deterioration in events. (Redacted) made attempts 2 

to bring together the two groups, the Muslims and the local population, to discuss the 3 

situation and why it is that things had come to what they had come to, and many 4 

Muslims said that there had been infiltration already for a long time, much to their 5 

surprise, but they had been reassured that the rebellion was present for their benefit, 6 

inter alia, and that it was for that reason that they had to maintain confidentiality and 7 

keep it secret.  8 

So, the Muslims of Bossangoa had always known, of course, that there had been 9 

peaceful -- that the communities had lived together peacefully and they had been 10 

reassured that it was for their benefit that this was happening.  Some of them were 11 

courageous enough to relay that, and I recognised that many of them also suffered 12 

and what had happened was part of this rebellion. 13 

Q.   [10:15:55] Thank you.  I understand your answer. 14 

So, you're saying that this information regarding the infiltration by the Seleka is 15 

information which you received directly from Muslims in Bossangoa; is that correct? 16 

A.   [10:16:17] Yes, indeed.  Now, when (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) as there were private schools which  19 

were managed by the sisters in Boro, and they managed these schools which 20 

welcomed children of all faith. It was one of those nuns who told (Redacted) it was a 21 

young Muslim woman, who said, "Today you are running the country.  Soon it will 22 

be us".  And when the rebellion came about, the sister told (Redacted) and (Redacted) 23 

told her to take care. So she had said that (Redacted) a long time ago, that a young girl 24 

had relayed that a long time ago.  That means that the older members of the 25 
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community had been aware of that back then. 1 

Q.   [10:17:58] And did you hear similar thoughts or receive similar information 2 

from other people? 3 

A.   [10:18:09] No.  (Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

Q.   [10:18:45] I'd like to put another question to you in private session before we 7 

return to open court again. 8 

At paragraph 14 of your statement, you talk about the Seleka passing through Ouham 9 

on their way to Bossangoa, and you say that they razed everything to the ground as 10 

they went through.   11 

What information did you receive at the time regarding what the Seleka was doing 12 

along the road to Bossangoa? 13 

A.   [10:19:23] Thank you.  Perhaps you don't know it, but the Catholic Church has 14 

a community in practically every village, so there are people providing leadership to 15 

the community who we call catechists.  These are people who are well educated and 16 

they are present on site with their spouse and they give leadership to the community, 17 

their community.  So they were in a position to (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) on as the Seleka moved through their villages.  (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

Q.   [10:21:05] And when you say that they razed everything to the ground as they 22 

passed through, what do you mean by that? 23 

A.   [10:21:12] Well, what I mean is that when we learnt that the Seleka was arriving 24 

in all of the authorities, be they civil, civilian or military, they fled.  The only 25 
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authority which remained with the people was the church and we know from 1 

(Redacted) and the witness accounts received, that chapels were set on fire, bibles 2 

were burnt, everything was ransacked, the presbyteries, et cetera.  3 

Q.   [10:22:25] Thank you, Witness.  4 

MS PROULX:  [10:22:29] I believe we can move into open session for a moment. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:22:35] Open session. 6 

(Open session at 10.22 a.m.) 7 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:22:42] We are in open session, Mr President. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:22:53] And also, Mr Witness, open session has 9 

also a big advantage that the public can follow and that they also hear what happened, 10 

what a witness has to say and what a witness is able to contribute to the truth.  So 11 

this is also important for us and for the Court and for the whole proceedings, and the 12 

appreciation of these proceedings that when it is responsible to go into open session, 13 

that we do that.  14 

Please, Ms Proulx. 15 

MS PROULX:  [10:23:23](Interpretation)  16 

Q.   [10:23:37] Mr Witness, at paragraphs 17 and 21 of your statement, you explained 17 

that the Seleka arrived into Bossangoa on 8 or 9 March for the first time, but that they 18 

subsequently left to go to Bangui. 19 

Now, I'd like us to focus only on this first time that the Seleka came to Bossangoa.  20 

Can you tell us what you saw during that period?  Can you describe it?  21 

A.  [10:24:13] Thank you. When the Seleka group arrived to Bossangoa from Bouca, 22 

they didn't destroy anything. No, they didn't cause destruction. Rather, they moved 23 

into the town, they went looking for vehicles. There were not enough vehicles for 24 

them. {ICR : (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)}, they asked for vehicles and when they saw that we  2 

didn't have any, they said that it wasn't an issue, that we shouldn't be concerned, that 3 

nothing would happen. 4 

Then two or three days later they left a few elements behind to hold the town under 5 

their authority, but many of them left heading for Bangui.  There you go. 6 

Q.   [10:25:49] And do you recall, more or less, how long that first visit to Bossangoa 7 

took? 8 

A.   [10:25:58] Three days.   9 

Could I add something? 10 

They told us on a number of occasions that they were surprised to see that there was 11 

nothing in Bossangoa.  They had thought that as it was the president's region, that 12 

there would be a lot that they could take, but when they saw that there was nothing 13 

to be had, after some time they decided, "Well, we'll push out to Bangui, there's no 14 

point in staying here in Bossangoa".  They left some elements behind, but the rest of 15 

them moved on to Bangui. 16 

Q.   [10:27:04] In paragraph 21, you say that they left for Bangui and then in 17 

paragraph 22 you say that they returned around Palm Sunday, that they came back.  18 

Now, can you tell us what you saw on the day that they returned to settle back in at 19 

Bossangoa? 20 

A.   [10:27:45] They didn't come back to Bossangoa.  Rather, a large group returned, 21 

it could have been five or six trucks, which had come from Chad. {ICR: (Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)}  And it was at that point in time that we saw  24 

all these trucks passing by, so we understood that these were reinforcements who had  25 
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come for the FACA.  Well, that's what we thought.   1 

And as I've already said and as I already relayed to you when interviewed, there was  2 

a village fool, one might say, who {PFR: (Redacted)} and said, "These  3 

people, they will be capable of killing god himself."  And he said that because they 4 

were heavily armed, and that's why we thought that they were reinforcements. 5 

Now, subsequently, at 80 kilometres from Bossangoa, in the village that we call Ndjo, 6 

the local people, the people said that they had disguised themselves as FOMAC 7 

before continuing on to Bangui.  That's all I know. 8 

Q.   [10:30:31] Thank you for that.  I'd like to focus on a few things you've just said. 9 

Now, you said that they did not come back, so it wasn't the same Seleka elements as 10 

the first time, it was other Seleka members who arrived that day? 11 

A.   [10:30:53] In actual fact, they weren't Seleka elements, rather, they were 12 

reinforcements from Chad.  They had come to back up the Seleka, provide assistance 13 

to them. 14 

Q.   [10:31:18] So they came to provide back-up to the elements who had 15 

already -- who were already there? 16 

A.   [10:31:25] No, no, no.  They were there to oust the president from power at that 17 

particular point in time. 18 

Q.   [10:31:45] Now, you've said -- well, you mentioned the Seleka elements who had 19 

stopped and they disguised themselves as members of the FOMAC forces.  How did 20 

you find out about that?  How did you learn about that? 21 

A.   [10:32:02] Well, after Ndjo, some people came through the bush seeking shelter 22 

at the same place and they were the ones who told us this. 23 

Q.   [10:32:46] And do you know why they passed themselves off or disguised 24 

themselves as FOMAC elements? 25 
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A.   [10:32:54] I can't answer that.  I can't speak on their behalf.  What we learned 1 

subsequently was that the ones who went by had not come to repel the Seleka but, 2 

rather, they were there to oust the president. 3 

Q.   [10:33:24] At paragraph 20 of your statement you said that the Seleka had come 4 

to conquer.  They arrived, they set up their bases and then they put the population at 5 

ease, they calmed them.   6 

What did you mean by that? 7 

A.   [10:33:54] Well, what I meant was they said that they had not come to hurt 8 

people or to kill the population but, rather, they just wanted a change of government.  9 

They were reassuring people, saying that they didn't want trouble with the 10 

population, their quarrel was with the president of the country. 11 

Q.   [10:34:37] At paragraph 40 you said that the Seleka could be recognised by their 12 

weapons, their attire and their gris-gris.  Could you tell us about their attire.  13 

A.   [10:35:04] They were wearing military uniforms, but we know that soldiers are 14 

disciplined people.  Even if they're wearing camo, they dress properly.  But they 15 

were wearing various pieces of clothing, as they wished, and then they would add 16 

things like the gris-gris.  And the weapons as well had gris-gris slung on them.  They 17 

were calling out, yelling.  They didn't speak the national language.  So they were 18 

quickly identified. 19 

Q.   [10:35:57] Now, you've said that they might have been wearing civilian clothing 20 

to catch people.  If that was the case, if they were wearing civilian clothing, how 21 

could you tell them apart from ordinary civilians? 22 

A.   [10:36:16] Well, once again, it was because of the weapons they had. 23 

Q.   [10:36:22] What kind of weapons are you talking about? 24 

A.   [10:36:36] AK4s -- A4s. 25 
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Q.   [10:36:52] Could you give us an estimate of how many Seleka members were in 1 

Bossangoa.  Are we talking about dozens, hundreds, or even more? 2 

A.   [10:37:05] I would say about a hundred. 3 

Q.   [10:37:17] If I could go back to the weapons.  You mentioned A4s.  Did you 4 

see any other kinds of weapons with the Seleka? 5 

A.   [10:37:37] Honestly, that's not my strong suit, weaponry.  I can't tell you exactly 6 

what kinds of weapons.  Even -- well, they even had weapons used for hunting. 7 

Q.   [10:37:57] Did you see any weapons that were mounted on pick-up trucks? 8 

A.   [10:38:03] Of course. 9 

Q.   [10:38:08] At paragraph 32 you said that the Seleka set up their various bases 10 

and you mentioned seven different locations.  You also mentioned some checkpoints 11 

to the north and to the south. 12 

If possible, could we look at the map of Bossangoa and perhaps you could then give 13 

us a more specific idea of what the specific locations were.   14 

Tab 83, please, CAR-OTP-2118-9140. 15 

Mr Witness, can you see the map of Bossangoa? 16 

A.   [10:39:09] Yes. 17 

Q.   [10:39:11] Could you help us, please.  We've tried very hard, but we haven't 18 

found the FNEC location.  Could you perhaps guide us and tell us where the FNEC 19 

is located.  Maybe you could tell us what it's close to and give us some references? 20 

A.   [10:39:38] The FNEC is beside the town hall.  When you're facing the town hall, 21 

it's to your right.  And there is a road between the FNEC and the town hall. 22 

Q.   [10:40:10] Very well.  Thank you. 23 

Now, you've also said there was also a base at the residence of the president.  Could 24 

you tell us where that was? 25 
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A.   [10:40:21] The president's house, or residence, when he is in Bossangoa, you see, 1 

he stays behind the prefecture heading towards the Ouham river. 2 

Q.   [10:40:57] Is that close to the hospital? 3 

A.   [10:40:59] The hospital is on the other side.  I don't know whether you can see 4 

the police station in Bossangoa. 5 

Q.   [10:41:14] Is that just beside Liberté school? 6 

A.   [10:41:21] Further back.  It's at the entrance.  So you continue to go down ...  7 

Q.   [10:41:45] Is it over there? 8 

A.   [10:41:47] I'm trying to look more closely.  No, no, please, if you could move up, 9 

close to the Liberté school, and then I'll be able to tell you. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:42:18] Well, the École Liberté is now on the screen, 11 

so it's in the upper part in the middle.  12 

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) [10:42:28] Yes.  You can see the police station, and 13 

if you head towards the FAO office, but it's between the police station and the COOPI 14 

office, C-O-O-P-I.  It's somewhere there, somewhere in between those two spots, the 15 

police station and the COOPI office.  And it's on the right-hand side.  It's on the 16 

right-hand side.  It's on the side where the police station is, between the police 17 

station and the COOPI office. 18 

Q.   [10:43:08] Thank you.  I'm sorry this is a somewhat difficult exercise, but it 19 

helps us quite a bit.   20 

Now, there's one last place that I'd like to ask you to identify, the SOCOCA? 21 

A.   [10:43:27] Yes.  22 

Q.   [10:43:27] Do you know how one can find that particular location, the 23 

SOCOCA? 24 

A.   [10:43:35] The SOCOCA is not far from the bishop's compound, or the bishopric.  25 
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It's on the other side of the minor seminary. 1 

Q.   [10:43:59] Can you see it on the screen? 2 

A.   [10:44:03] No, it's not indicated there.  If you could move up a bit, please.  Just 3 

a moment.  No, no, you have to go down.  Yes.  You can see the Catholic mission 4 

and it's on the other side. 5 

Q.   [10:44:35] Okay.  This gives us a good idea.  6 

A.   [10:44:38] Yes, yes, it's where the cursor is, yes. 7 

Q.   [10:44:44] Thank you, that's more clear now.  Once again, sorry. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:44:50] No, you don't have to be sorry.  We have 9 

to be appreciative that the witness found everything so quickly, and we also 10 

appreciate that the court usher also moved around so quickly that we did not lose a 11 

lot of time here with this exercise.  Ms Proulx. 12 

MS PROULX:  [10:45:05] I have to give the credit to my colleague, Mr Desevedavy, 13 

who is handling that.    14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:14] Well, whoever deserves the credit, then; 15 

but, nevertheless, court usher and court officer we have here are also so quick, so 16 

every thankyou is not wasted, so to speak, but thank you.  But that was indeed very 17 

quick, I have to say, this exercise.  Thank you.  18 

MS PROULX:  [10:45:44](Interpretation)  19 

Q.   [10:45:45] Mr Witness, would it be correct to say that with their bases at the 20 

various locations that you mentioned in your statement and today in the courtroom, 21 

is it correct to say that the Seleka controlled the entire centre of Bossangoa? 22 

A.   [10:46:02] They took control of all the strategic locations in Bossangoa -- the 23 

town hall, the prefecture, the sub-prefecture, the president's residence, and then also 24 

the -- in Boro, the large houses were taken over by the leaders and they all had their 25 
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groups.  The large villas were taken control of by the leaders. 1 

Q.   [10:46:46] I think you've guessed already where I'm going. 2 

Now, you said that there were some bases in the north of the town, in the Boro 3 

neighbourhood. 4 

A.   [10:47:09] Yes. 5 

Q.   [10:47:11] Did some elements live elsewhere, not on the bases?  Where did the 6 

Seleka elements stay? 7 

A.   [10:47:20] Thank you for your question.  Actually, over in the Boro 8 

neighbourhood, which faces some of the nicest parts of Bossangoa and people 9 

actually build villas there, all of those villas were being occupied by the various 10 

Seleka leaders.  Each one had his unit there, his base, but the major leaders were in 11 

the major positions, but the others were in these various villas.  That's what 12 

happened. 13 

Q.   [10:48:11] So, given the location of their bases and the villas, would you see 14 

them regularly when you went out and about on the streets of Bossangoa? 15 

A.   [10:48:36] But people didn't go out.  They weren't out and about.  We were 16 

surrounded.  They were the ones who criss-crossed the town.  When you saw or 17 

heard a vehicle, it was them who were travelling about, or a motorcycle going down 18 

the street, it was them.  The population could not go about their normal business. 19 

Q.   [10:49:10] I will be a bit more specific, Mr Witness.  One witness was called by 20 

the Prosecution, and this witness said, "I didn't see them but I learned that they had 21 

set up their base at the residence of the prefect".  22 

So, did you have to go to their base to actually see the Seleka? 23 

A.   [10:49:35] {ICR: (Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)} 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:44] Can we please have a reference. 1 

MS PROULX:  [10:49:50] Yes.  Mr President, this was Witness P-2462, and the 2 

transcript reference is T-059, in the French version at page 12. 3 

Q.   [10:50:18](Interpretation) Now, these elements who set up operations in Boro, if 4 

you know, did they live a normal sort of life in Boro?  Did they go to the market, to 5 

the mosque?  Or were they, how should I put this, in-phase or synchronised with the 6 

Muslim people? 7 

A.   [10:50:43] They lived together, they went to the mosque and they also went to 8 

see the imam.  During that time, the displaced people were at the church and they 9 

were surrounded, as I've already told you -- they were surrounded. 10 

Q.   [10:51:22] A few moments ago you explained to us that the various gendarmes 11 

had fled when the Seleka arrived.  Did you know that the gendarmes, the police and 12 

the authorities were specifically targeted by Seleka elements? 13 

A.   [10:51:43] Of course, because these people represented the government.  They 14 

had come to overthrow the government and, so, they were after the people who 15 

represented the government, the forces of the government. 16 

Q.   [10:52:09] More specifically, did you hear about any acts of violence or abuse 17 

committed against the gendarmes or the police? 18 

A.   [10:52:23] In one of my interviews, I mentioned to you that a young gendarme 19 

had been detained, tortured.  And when the Bangui bishop arrived, {ICR: (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)   22 

(Redacted)} and we did see signs; we saw marks left  23 

by whips and blows.  He had to deny all of that.  He denied that he had been 24 

tortured, that he had been subjected to anything.  Then they took him away and put 25 
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him back. {PFR: (Redacted)}  {ICR: (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)} 2 

Q.   [10:54:16] At paragraph 29, you have mentioned the mayor of Bossangoa, 3 

Mr Bria, who fled.  Now, avoid mentioning your specific dealings with him, because 4 

we are in open session, but could you explain to us why the mayor was not able to 5 

carry out his duties as the mayor of the town? 6 

A.   [10:54:44] Thank you.  It was exactly the same thing as what happened to the 7 

gendarme and the policeman.  This person was a representative of the -- of authority, 8 

of the government, and, so, since they had come to overthrow the government, they 9 

had had to overthrow all government services.  So, you see, this was a change.  10 

Everything had to be changed, destroyed, and built again. 11 

Q.   [10:55:34] One last question before the break.  At paragraph 31, you said that 12 

Seleka had a monopoly on security in the town.   13 

Were the Seleka responsible for ensuring security for everyone?  Did they ensure 14 

security for all inhabitants? 15 

A.   [10:55:57] Well, when I said "ensure the security of the town", what I meant was 16 

that the town was in their hands.  Some people had taken shelter at the church, but 17 

the Muslims of the Boro area went about freely and security was ensured so that other 18 

elements, exterior elements, could not enter Bossangoa.  That's what I meant. 19 

Q.   [10:56:40] Thank you, Mr Witness.   20 

I think this is a good time. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:43] Yes.  "A good time", Mr Witness, means 22 

that we have a break - coffee or tea, whatever you like - until 11.30. 23 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:56:51] All rise. 24 

(Recess taken at 10.56 a.m.)  25 
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(Upon resuming in open session at 11.38 a.m.) 1 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:38:35] All rise.  2 

Please be seated. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:38:59] Ms Proulx, you have still the floor. 4 

MS PROULX:  [11:39:06](Interpretation) 5 

Q.   [11:39:13] Welcome back, witness. 6 

A.   [11:39:16] Hello. 7 

Q.   [11:39:19] We're still in open court, and I'd like to return to something that you 8 

said before the break.  You said that when the Seleka arrived, they first reassured the 9 

population, telling them that they wouldn't hurt them. 10 

Now did they keep their word, Mr Witness? 11 

A.   [11:39:46] Well, that was their way of going about things, but in fact what 12 

transpired was quite the opposite. 13 

Q.   [11:40:03] I'd now like to talk about certain events, certain abuses in more 14 

specific terms, and I'd like to take this from the very beginning, so between March 15 

and August 2013 approximately.   16 

Now in paragraph 33 in your statement, you said that at around in March or -- and 17 

April, some people would take the risk of going to the central market because the 18 

Seleka had said that they could leave their homes and that there wouldn't be any 19 

problem.  But you added in your statement that there were always disputes in the 20 

market.   21 

Now can you explain to us what were the nature of these disputes in the market? 22 

A.   [11:40:48] Well, when I refer to disputes, I would say that basically it was always 23 

the population being tricked.  When they would come to the market, they would be 24 

extorted, or their goods would be seized by force, and if they tried to resist, they 25 
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would be beaten, they would be beaten up.  There was often gunfire and, therefore, 1 

the people would then return to the church.  Retreat to the church.  2 

MS PROULX:  [11:41:27] Mr President, there's two instances that I would like to 3 

speak about in private session, please. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:41:30] Yes, private session.  5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:41:41] The interpreter adds:  People were also killed in the 6 

market. 7 

(Private session at 11.41 a.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:41:52] We are in private session, Mr President. 9 

MS PROULX:  [11:41:57](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [11:42:00] So, Witness, we are now in private session, so I would like to ask you 11 

whether you recall what happened at the (Redacted) 12 

A.   [11:42:17] Yes, thank you.  I don't recall the date exactly, but at the (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) events took place and I recall them very well.  A group of Seleka  14 

burst into the (Redacted) while the director and the intern and some (Redacted) were 15 

playing sports, playing football.  So they arrived in and started threatening  16 

them.   17 

Now, there was a container which had been sent by a group of -- a friendly group 18 

from Italy, it had been sent to provide support to a school in a village (Redacted)  19 

(phon).  So they --  20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:43:20] (Redacted) the interpreter corrects.  21 

THE WITNESS:  [11:43:22](Interpretation) They asked the director to open the 22 

container, but it was a bit tricky.  They didn't -- he didn't have the key.  They 23 

threatened him and they had weapons.  They managed to open the container and 24 

took what they could find.  And furthermore they forced the intern - in fact, there 25 
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were two of them - and some other people, (Redacted) to carry these goods away 1 

(Redacted) on their heads, so from the seminary and back to their base at the  2 

gendarmerie.   3 

So that's what happened. 4 

MS PROULX:  [11:44:06](Interpretation) 5 

Q.   [11:44:08] Thank you.  And could you also explain to us what 6 

happened -- where the (Redacted) are -- or were? 7 

A.   [11:44:31] (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)   19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)   23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)   1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)   5 

(Redacted)   6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)   8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  That's it. 15 

Q.   [11:49:25] When you say that it was young Muslims who looted (Redacted)  16 

residence, do you mean Muslim civilians? 17 

A.   [11:49:40] Yes, civilians. 18 

Q.   [11:49:44] And if I understand correctly, amongst that group there were even 19 

children; is that correct? 20 

A.   [11:49:51] Yes.  Yes, as I said before, basically the town had split into two.  21 

You had the -- one part of the population which was located at the church, and you 22 

had the Muslim part of the population which was going about its business freely in 23 

Boro. 24 

Q.   [11:50:17] And do you recall specific people amongst those young Muslims?  25 
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Could you name any names? 1 

A.   [11:50:32] No, I'm afraid I couldn't.  Even the young girl (Redacted) I don't  2 

know what her name was. 3 

Q.   [11:50:44] You referred to the imam as well.  Do you recall his name? 4 

A.   [11:50:50] Ah, I had it in my mind just a moment ago, but it was the only imam, 5 

in fact, in Bossangoa. 6 

Q.   [11:51:00] Naffi? 7 

A.   [11:51:02] Naffi, Naffi. 8 

Q.   [11:51:06] Witness, I'm going to show you a photo.  9 

It's at tab 56 of the Defence, and that is CAR-D30-0011-0480.  Now, can you see that 10 

on your screen?  And can you tell us what we're looking at? 11 

A.   [11:51:26] Yeah, this is (Redacted) 12 

Q.   [11:51:36] Thank you very much. 13 

Now, this photo dates -- is dated 6 April 2013, I'd like to have that recorded on the 14 

record.   15 

Now, witness, did the Seleka specifically attack buildings of the Christian community 16 

and institutions of the Christian community? 17 

A.   [11:52:02] Well, it was the same in all villages that they passed through, or in the 18 

villages that they passed through.  In Bossangoa, in the centre of Bossangoa there are 19 

four parishes.  There's Boro, which was vandalised, it was both the presbytery and 20 

the church.  Then you have Saint Charles Ouanga (phon), which is -- sorry, that's 21 

Saint Charles Lwanga, which is near the Bossangoa high school.  There, the same 22 

situation, the church and the presbytery were attacked.   23 

In Katanga, you have Notre Dame de l'Ouham, and, there, the situation was the same, 24 

church and presbytery. The only presbytery that was not vandalised was the 25 
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presbytery of the cathedral.  And, in fact, (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

Q.   [11:53:11] Je vous remercie, Monsieur le témoin. 3 

THE WITNESS:  [11:53:12](Interpretation) -- (Redacted)  4 

MS PROULX:  [11:53:14] Mr President, I think we can go back into open session for 5 

a little bit. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:19] Open session. 7 

(Open session at 11.53 a.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:53:31] We're in open session, Mr President. 9 

MS PROULX:  [11:53:34](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [11:53:39] Witness, we're now speaking in open court again, so I would remind 11 

you once again to take good care when answering not to reveal your identity. 12 

Now I'd like to talk about when the abuses by the Seleka began to intensify.   13 

Now, in your statement you describe the events which took place on 8 August.  You 14 

said -- you said that there was gunfire on people in the neighbourhoods then. 15 

Now I'm going to begin by suggesting to you -- well, in fact, there are other witnesses 16 

who have appeared here and they have relayed similar events and talked about 17 

people being massacred in the various neighbourhoods, but they refer to 8 September.  18 

Is it possible that this happened on 8 September? 19 

A.   [11:54:40] Well, the event -- I recall the events very well.  But as regards the 20 

dates, with the passage of time, I can't be very specific.  But I think it must have been 21 

in August, because after it rained a lot.  And I also think it was a Sunday.  When 22 

people had left mass, we heard gunfire.  We also saw people fleeing {ICR: (Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)} the church premises in Bossangoa.  The evéché. 24 

Q.   [11:55:47] In paragraph 23 you say that that day, amongst other people, you saw 25 
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the former mayor of Bossangoa and he reported that people were being fired on in the 1 

neighbourhoods.  Do you recall the name of the former mayor of Bossangoa? 2 

A.   [11:56:06] Yes.  Yes, it was Pierre Benam.  In fact, he recently passed away.  3 

He passed away last February. 4 

Q.   [11:56:26] And did you hear who, who was firing on the people? 5 

A.   [11:56:32] Sorry, I didn't catch the question. 6 

Q.   [11:56:36] Did you hear that day who it was that was firing on people in the 7 

neighbourhoods? 8 

A.   [11:56:45] Yes, of course.  The Seleka. 9 

Q.   [11:56:54] And to your knowledge, were the Seleka accompanied by young 10 

Muslims from the town? 11 

A.   [11:57:05] Initially, they were not.  When they arrived, it was them.  They 12 

headed to Bangui, leaving a small group behind.  And then much later, around 13 

August, they returned again.  And that time abuses were perpetrated and they 14 

enrolled Muslims into their rebellion.  15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:57:44] Into the rebellion, corrects the interpreter. 16 

MS PROULX:  [11:57:47](Interpretation) 17 

Q.   [11:57:50] And on that day did you learn why the Seleka had opened fire on 18 

people? 19 

A.   [11:58:00] If you had seen a documentary on France 24, they reported that 20 

Bossangoa had descended into hell and there, they looked into why.  They said that 21 

the people wanted to overturn the president.  But why these abuses had taken place, 22 

why they had killed local people, that was the question.  We don't know why.  The 23 

president left, but they -- they attacked the population.  Why? 24 

Q.   [11:58:47] Witness, to your knowledge, that day when the Seleka opened fire on 25 
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the people, to your knowledge were there armed people amongst the local 1 

people -- the Christian people, I mean? 2 

A.   [11:59:08] Well, they resisted.  If people were not armed -- or, if people had 3 

been armed they would not have fled.  Why would they flee if they had arms?  4 

Why would they seek refuge elsewhere? 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:59:24] Mr Witness, in the answer before this last 6 

answer, you asked yourself a question why this did happen and why the Seleka acted 7 

this way.  Do you have an -- or did you have at the time -- or in hindsight now, do 8 

you have an explanation for it, for yourself? 9 

THE WITNESS:  [11:59:46](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 10 

Well, with hindsight, and now after the fact, we have understood that this was a way 11 

for them to drive out the population, to clear the place to be able to take their 12 

property.  Because afterwards, they went through all the houses and they collected 13 

everything -- mattresses, kitchen utensils, everything they could find.  And trucks 14 

came from Chad, they were loaded until they were full, and then they headed back to 15 

Chad with all that they had taken. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:35] Thank you, Mr Witness. 17 

Ms Proulx. 18 

MS PROULX:  [12:00:43](Interpretation) 19 

Q.   [12:00:45] Thank you, Mr Witness.   20 

I'd like to return to the topic of the displaced people, but first of all I'd like to continue 21 

discussing a number of acts of violence and abuse that occurred in more specific 22 

terms.  Paragraph 15, you said that the wells around the Boro neighbourhood were 23 

turned into cemeteries. 24 

Could you explain to us what you meant by that? 25 
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A.   [12:01:15] Well, what I meant by that was there were some people who were 1 

running away from the Nana-Bakassa road, Benzambe, and so on and they were 2 

coming towards Bossangoa.  They were trapped, caught, they couldn't move about 3 

freely.  They were detained, tied up, both hands and feet, behind -- the hands were 4 

tied behind their backs and they were thrown into wells alive.  One teacher saw 5 

what happened.  They fled when -- and this teacher actually hid and saw what 6 

happened.  Some local families in Boro who also fled gave the same account of 7 

women who had lost their husbands under the same circumstances. 8 

Q.   [12:02:37] Do you know why that happened in Boro, specifically? 9 

A.   [12:02:43] Boro was the headquarters of the Seleka and the Muslims.  And in 10 

the -- at that time the Bangui road -- well, people had already found shelter at the 11 

bishop's compound, and they were coming from places like Nana-Bakassa and others; 12 

so some of these people who were fleeing from those places fell into the trap. 13 

Q.   [12:03:23] At paragraph 35 you mentioned some young traders who were 14 

caught, tied up and thrown into the Ouham river.  Do you know why these young 15 

traders were targeted and by whom? 16 

A.   [12:03:42] In several cases, Muslims were the informers of the Seleka, so all the 17 

young people who were traders, native born or native-born people raising livestock 18 

were pointed out, and the Seleka went after them.   19 

They would ask them for money.  They would ask for their assets; so, their 20 

possessions, their cattle.  Anyone who offered resistance or who said that they didn't 21 

have anything, they would -- they would say to them, "You are traders or you have 22 

livestock, you have something", and then they would go after them. 23 

Q.   [12:04:48] How did you find out about this? 24 

A. [12:04:53] From the displaced people and what they told me; {ICR: (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)} young people from that village and they gave the  3 

same account. 4 

Q.   [12:05:43] Thank you for that. 5 

We'll be talking about Zere shortly and I'll be asking you some questions about that. 6 

Now, once again, in paragraph 35 you said some young people were abducted by the 7 

Seleka and forced to cook and run errands for the Seleka.  Could you tell us how you 8 

heard about that or found about that? 9 

A.   [12:06:09] We heard about that because one of them was able to get away, and 10 

that person {PFR: (Redacted)} and these people, you see, who had managed to get 11 

away, gave {PFR: (Redacted)} an account and we knew. 12 

MS PROULX:  [12:06:35] Mr President, at this stage I would like to move into private 13 

session. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:06:39] Yes, we go to private session.  Just for 15 

the audience, you have recognised that we have a protected witness and when issues 16 

are discussed here in the courtroom that could reveal the identity of the witness, we 17 

have to do that in private session.  That's the reason why we switch back and forth. 18 

So private session. 19 

(Private session at 12.07 p.m.) 20 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:07:01] We are in private session, Mr President. 21 

MS PROULX:  [12:07:14](Interpretation) 22 

Q.   [12:07:18] Mr Witness, at paragraph 36 of your statement you made mention of 23 

a container opposite the town hall and you said that a young butcher from the Boro 24 

market had been shut up in that container and he had died.  You said that his name 25 
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was (Redacted)  Could you explain to us about how you found out about what  1 

happened? 2 

A.   [12:07:54] (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)   8 

(Redacted)   9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)   16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  That's what happened. 20 

Q.  [12:10:47] Was there another butcher at the Boro market called (Redacted) or was  21 

he the only one? 22 

A.   [12:11:01] It was he.  He was the one.  He had (Redacted)  The others fled.   23 

And there was one who was killed at the Bossangoa airfield. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:11:22] Ms Galupa. 25 
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MS GALUPA:  [12:11:23] Thank you, Mr President.  I think the witness is 1 

remembering a bit more now, so it would be helpful if the counsel could elicit the 2 

time frame of the description he just said.  It would help (overlapping speakers) -- 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:11:36] Yes, why not -- a good suggestion.   4 

Ms Proulx, it's also in your interest. 5 

MS PROULX:  [12:11:43](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [12:11:45] Mr Witness, in your statement you said that the death of (Redacted)  7 

occurred before 5 December 2013, beforehand.  Are you quite sure of that?  Was it 8 

before? 9 

A.   [12:12:04] I'm sure that it was before, because his wife had realised and given an 10 

account, and I remember that at one point she dared to go back to her home.  And 11 

once she got to the place where her husband had been caught, she had a heart attack 12 

and she died. 13 

Q.   [12:12:48] Mr Witness, a Prosecution witness - and for the record, this was  14 

Witness P-2462, who allegated that (Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  To your knowledge did this  16 

man, the butcher, was he part of the Anti-Balaka?  Did he take part in the attack? 17 

A.   [12:13:32] I don't know whether that's true.  What I do know is that nearly all of 18 

Bossangoa was in mourning for this young man, this butcher.  He was a very nice 19 

man.  He was not a brutal man.  That's all I can tell you. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:13:55] Ms Galupa.  21 

MS GALUPA:  [12:13:58] It's a bit late now, Mr President, but I wanted to say it's not 22 

necessarily within the realm of the knowledge of this witness for him to know what 23 

happened, necessarily, on 5 December.  And, also, I think it was a bit unfair because 24 

it was presented as a witness of the Prosecution -- it was revealed to him to give the 25 
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opinion that he has on a statement given by a witness of the Prosecution. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:26] No, I don't think so.  It -- well, the 2 

question is simply -- first of all, if we are talking of the same person, yes, we cannot be 3 

sure that it's the same person.  And the witness has answered he doesn't know that, 4 

so no harm is done at all.  And this is in line with what the witness - at least we have 5 

the impression until now - only speaks about matters, reports, that he can really 6 

responsibly say, "Well, I have experienced that."  I know the answer, so there is no 7 

harm done.    8 

Yes, Ms Proulx. 9 

MS PROULX:  [12:15:06](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [12:15:08] I'm now going to switch topics, Mr Witness.  11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:15:13] Open session possible? 12 

MS PROULX:  [12:15:15] Not quite yet. 13 

Q.   [12:15:20](Interpretation) At paragraph 38 of your statement, you said -- and 14 

you repeated this point this morning, actually, in the record.  You said that goods 15 

looted by the Seleka were placed on trucks that headed to Chad. 16 

How did you learn about this? 17 

A.   [12:15:43] Well, it wasn't the main road.  They had to go in front of the 18 

Bossangoa bishop's compound on the Bouca road; so either directly towards Boro.  19 

And the accounts are consistent in this regard. 20 

Q.   [12:16:12] And do you know who was transporting these looted goods?  Do 21 

you have any names? 22 

A.   [12:16:20] No, I don't know the drivers.  But I do know that the person who did 23 

a lot of that was Colonel Youssef, because he came after Saleh.  So in his mind, Saleh 24 

had got the lion's share, and he would go from house to house picking up anything 25 
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that he might find.  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)   4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)   12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)   15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)   18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)   21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [12:20:03] Indeed.  I would like to ask you about some photographs, not all the 24 

photographs, there are many photographs.  But first of all, could you explain to the 25 
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Judges -- could you explain to the Judges, the photographs (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) could you explain to the Judges where the photographs  2 

came from?  Who took the photographs? 3 

A.   [12:20:35] May I go ahead? 4 

Q.   [12:20:40] Yes. 5 

A.   [12:20:41] Thank you.  The photographs -- well, the photograph of the dead  6 

body, (Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) And oddly enough, that camera allowed us to have audiovisual -- well,  9 

media -- something to store the photograph on. 10 

Q.   [12:21:28] Thank you. 11 

We're just going to look at three photographs. 12 

Now, the photographs from tab 4 to 12 are relevant.  Let's start with tab 4, 13 

CAR-D30-0011-0064.  Tabs 4 to 12, relevant.   14 

Could you describe to us what you see -- well, first of all, is this the same operation?  15 

Could you describe it to us? 16 

A.   [12:22:05] That's, indeed, exactly -- that's it, the photograph of the event that I've 17 

just told you about.  So in a building that had been abandoned, it wasn't finished 18 

being built, actually.  You see all the weeds.  Some weeds were growing up inside 19 

this abandoned building.  The body had been thrown with the arms like that by 20 

a young -- by a small tree.  And those (Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) and they had to dig a hole. 22 

Q.   [12:23:04] Thank you. 23 

I'd like to show you tab 8, CAR-D30-0011-0068. 24 

Could you describe to us what you see here? 25 
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A.   [12:23:18] This is the abandoned building I was telling you about.  They threw 1 

the body inside through the window that you see here, and the (Redacted) had to go  2 

through that same window with the bag and get the body.  They couldn't take the 3 

body out and put it in the bag.  The body was decomposing.  So they put the body 4 

in the bag inside and then after, the others took the bag from outside and put it down 5 

onto the ground. 6 

Q.   [12:24:10] One last photograph.  Tab 12, CAR-D30-0011-0075. 7 

A.   [12:24:24] That is exactly the scene I have just described to you.  Here, you see 8 

that it is not a deep hole.  They started to cover up the body, but you can see that 9 

part of the bag is still sticking out and really, they weren't able to dig all that deep.  10 

You can even see the knee.  (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

Q.   [12:25:06] Thank you, Mr Witness.  For the record, I would like to add that the 13 

photographs of this event are dated (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)   15 

I'd like to show you two other photographs, and I think we can go back into open 16 

session to have a look at these photos.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:25:27] Okay, open session. 18 

(Open session at 12.25 p.m.) 19 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:25:39] We are back in open session, Mr President. 20 

MS PROULX:  [12:25:52](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [12:25:56] Mr Witness, I'd like to show you two photographs that are from other 22 

events, and perhaps, we could look at them one after another and then I'll question 23 

you. 24 

I'd like to begin with tab 2, CAR-D30-0011-0018.  If we could zoom in.  That's the 25 
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first one.  And then the second, tab 3, CAR-D30-0011-0019. 1 

These are two photographs, just two.  {PFR: (Redacted)} photographs that are  2 

very similar.  Could you -- well, the photographs speak for themselves, but could 3 

you give us some background when the photographs were taken? 4 

A.   [12:26:57] These are young people who were killed close to the Bossangoa 5 

airstrip.  When other people who were fleeing went by, they discovered these bodies 6 

and I believe it was with the FOMAC forces, {PFR: (Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)} and they were able to bury them. 8 

Q.   [12:27:53] How often were such discoveries made, discoveries of corpses at that 9 

time? 10 

A.   [12:28:02] I don't really understand your question. 11 

Q.   [12:28:10] I'll rephrase. 12 

I wanted to ask you how often were -- bodies were found in the bush, like this? 13 

A.   [12:28:20] Well, you can't say that these things were scheduled.  It was about 14 

bad luck.  You might arrive in a particular place, find yourself facing someone and 15 

that -- and you died.  You -- it might have been every day.  It depended.  The 16 

Seleka were -- how should I put this?  They -- it was random. 17 

Q.   [12:29:02] Just for the record, the photographs at tabs 2 and 3 are dated 20 18 

September 2013.   19 

I'd like to show you a document now.  And I'd like to warn you, please don't identify 20 

yourself when you answer my question.  If you feel that you need to say something 21 

that might identify you, please just tell me.   22 

Now, if we could now have a look at tab 61, CAR-OTP-2001-3307.  Now, this is in 23 

English.  Now, have you seen this document before or have you read it? 24 

A.   [12:29:55] No. 25 
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Q.   [12:29:56] This is written testimony submitted by the bishop, Bishop Nestor, 1 

before the -- a committee of the American parliament.  And the date we see here is 19 2 

November 2013.  I'm going to sum up for you.  He gives a description of various 3 

acts that occurred and he speaks more specifically about attacks upon Christian 4 

churches and homes, and he says that the Muslim community was spared.  He also 5 

makes mention of cattle that were stolen and then handed over to Muslim shepherds.   6 

Does this -- is this a good description of the situation that Christians were facing at 7 

that time in 2013? 8 

A.   [12:31:16] Yes, it's exactly what happened.  There were witness accounts, there 9 

was intelligence, he received these and he summarised what happened.  One could 10 

say that this is a summary. 11 

Q.   [12:31:42] Thank you very much. 12 

I'd now like to talk about Zere.  And initially I would like to talk about it in general 13 

terms without identifying you.  Then we will move to private session and we'll 14 

discuss certain events which are more closely linked to your identity. 15 

Now at paragraph 57 of your statement, you explained that the Seleka had burnt the 16 

whole village of Zere.  Now, how did you learn that and did you also hear why the 17 

Seleka had done that? 18 

A.  [12:32:31] First of all, I heard it from {PFR: (Redacted)} who had fled the  19 

village and who was with the other displaced people. {ICR: (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)} and he told me what had happened. 21 

Q.   [12:33:04] And do you know why the Seleka attacked Zere more specifically? 22 

A.   [12:33:13] Well, based on what I know from those who have provided testimony, 23 

so to speak, to me, young people were expressing their discontent.  They were then 24 

identified, pointed out.  They were looted, their cattle was taken and they hounded, 25 
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pursued the Muslims who had been in Zere.  Then, when they fled to Boro, they 1 

provided a different version, saying that they had been attacked and that is why they 2 

had fled -- had fled through the bush and crossed the Ouham river to get to Boro. 3 

And so it was that the Seleka had travelled to Zere to loot it. 4 

Q.   [12:34:35] Now, I'd like to show you a press article, at paragraph -- 71 in our 5 

binder, that is CAR-OTP-2079-1940, and this is an article which was published on 4 6 

October 2013.   7 

And I'd like to take you to paragraph -- or, rather, page 1941, and here, reference is 8 

made once again to Monsignor Nestor Nongo Azagbia and he says that the first time 9 

that the Seleka passed through Zere was on 20 March and that the Seleka had also 10 

taken Zere in the month of May, and once again in June 2013.   11 

Could you confirm that that is what happened? 12 

A.   [12:35:42] Yes, yes, I can.  There were several instances of reprisals on Zere. 13 

Q.   [12:36:03] I'd now like to show you document 72, and that is 14 

CAR-OTP-2079-1945, at page 1950.  Reference is made to two Christian peasants 15 

who had been encountered in that village and who had told the journalist that the 16 

Seleka had launched a planned attack at sunrise and that they had done so with the 17 

cooperation of Muslim traders but that, on the contrary, the version of the imam was 18 

that it was local Anti-Balaka supported by soldiers who were faithful to the previous 19 

regime who had launched hostilities on that Friday. 20 

Witness, what would you say is the true version of the events which took place in 21 

Zere at that time? 22 

A.   [12:37:17] Well, I'm chuckling because when the military detachment, which 23 

was at Bossangoa, learnt that the Seleka had arrived in -- they were the absolute first 24 

to flee the town.  Where did those who were supporting the Anti-Balaka come from, 25 
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those who were at Zere?   1 

They were no soldiers anymore.  The military had fled Bossangoa.  They had all 2 

fled and therefore there was no resistance.  They had fled and so the Seleka, without 3 

any difficulty, breezed in without any clashes. 4 

Q.   [12:38:23] According to the Prosecution witness -- Prosecution witnesses who 5 

have testified over the course of this trial, those witnesses have said that the 6 

Anti-Balaka attacked Zere on the -- in the morning of 6 September and that 90 persons 7 

had fallen victim amongst the civilian population.  8 

MS GALUPA:  [12:38:57] I'm sorry to interrupt.  Counsel is asking the witness to 9 

comment on things that our witnesses have said.  She can just ask simply if he has 10 

information, without necessarily referring to the fact that the evidence comes from 11 

OTP witnesses.   12 

And also, she can just -- he explicitly stated his basis of knowledge, he doesn't need to 13 

compare it to anything that our witnesses -- 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:39:22] Well, in that regard, I would agree with 15 

you.   16 

You can ask the witness simply that there is some information out, that it was this 17 

way and if he wants to comment on it.  And the witness will answer, like always, to 18 

his best knowledge and truthfully. 19 

MS PROULX:  [12:39:43](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [12:39:44] Mr Witness, I'm going to reframe my question.  Have you heard that 21 

there were 90 victims -- civilian Muslims in Zere? 22 

A.   [12:39:56] No.  No. 23 

Q.   [12:40:00] Did you hear of Muslim victims?   24 

Did you hear of different numbers?25 
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A.   [12:40:11] All that I know is that they were threatened because the population 1 

knew that they were informants and therefore they fled.  They fled in anticipation of 2 

a reaction, and they arrived into Bossangoa.  And that's how it was that the Seleka 3 

moved to Zere.  That's all I know. 4 

MS PROULX:  [12:40:44](Interpretation) Your Honour, so just for the record, I 5 

referred to witness P-2049, transcript 100, page 38, the French version.  6 

Q.   [12:41:04] Witness, I am going to show you a photograph, but I'd like to show it 7 

to you and also hear your answer or your response to it in private session. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:41:11] Private session. 9 

(Private session at 12.41 p.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:41:18] We are in private session, Mr President. 11 

MS PROULX:  [12:41:29](Interpretation) 12 

Q.   [12:41:32] Mr Witness, I am going to show you the photograph that is at tab 77 13 

in the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2088-2206.   14 

Now, could you explain to us who we see on this photograph (Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [12:41:58] On the right of the photo, (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)   18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)   22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [12:43:10] And who are the people (Redacted) 24 

A.   [12:43:16] Those are the people who live in that village - I don't remember the 25 
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name of the village - and also behind, you see those young people wearing gris-gris.   1 

Those young people (Redacted) they just couldn't put up with it or deal with it  2 

anymore; that they weren't involved in politics; that they didn't -- that Bozizé did not  3 

recognise them; that they had done their own thing with the resources available to  4 

them and that the Muslims had come to rob them.   5 

And that they wanted to move on Bossangoa, but that they didn't care if they lost 6 

their lives in the process, these young people, because their lives were worth nothing 7 

anymore.  Their lives had no sense anymore.  (Redacted) 8 

Q.   [12:44:21] Thank you. 9 

Is there anything else you would like to share with us (Redacted) 10 

A.   [12:44:36] Well, naturally, (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) did not want any clashes.  He did everything he could to  12 

dissuade them from that.  He said it was not the best solution and that even with  13 

machetes, they were going to lose their lives because the Seleka was well armed and 14 

that he would not encourage them to clash with the Seleka; rather, that he called upon 15 

them to keep the peace, remain calm. 16 

Q.   [12:45:28] Thank you very much.  17 

MS PROULX:  [12:45:30](Interpretation) We can take down this photograph, now 18 

and move back into public session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:36] Open session. 20 

(Open session at 12.45 p.m.) 21 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:45:42] We are back to open session, Mr President. 22 

MS PROULX:  [12:46:02](Interpretation) 23 

Q.   [12:46:05] Mr Witness, in autumn 2013, did the weekly markets north of 24 

Bossangoa take place, so in Zere et cetera?25 
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A.   [12:46:27] Is this before or after the arrival of the Seleka?   1 

Q.   [12:46:35] I'm referring to after the arrival of the Seleka, so in autumn 2013.   2 

A.   [12:46:47] No, that was impossible, an impossibility. 3 

Q.   [12:46:50] At paragraph 59 of your statement, you say that you heard of an 4 

attack near Bowaye, an attack on trucks which was transporting looted goods to Chad.  5 

Now, how did you hear about that attack? 6 

A.   [12:47:12] I heard it from the people who had been displaced from Bowaye.   7 

Q.   [12:47:20] Do you know who was on board those trucks? 8 

A.   [12:47:25] No, I don't.  I couldn't tell you.  All I know is that those trucks were 9 

transporting loot to Chad; that's all I know. 10 

Q.   [12:47:41] Now, at paragraph 92, you referred to a person who had the 11 

nickname 222 and you say that before the rebellion, he transported goods from one 12 

village to another.  To your knowledge, was that person called 222 involved in 13 

running looted goods to Chad? 14 

A.   [12:48:11] I don't know anymore.  I know that he left Bossangoa.  I don't know 15 

if he went to Chad or elsewhere --   16 

I know he went to Chad or elsewhere, but I -- I couldn't say.  17 

Q.   [12:48:36] From between paragraphs 62 and 65 in your statement, you refer to an 18 

attack in September 2013 on Bossangoa after the departure of the archbishop.  You 19 

said that there were clashes at the exit points from the town in the direction of 20 

Katanga.  Do you know if civilian Muslims were killed that day during the attack? 21 

A.   [12:49:06] Civilians were not attacked, but what I know is that the young people 22 

{PFR: (Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)} descended on Bossangoa, and as there was a Seleka detachment at the  24 

entrance to Bossangoa, near Katanga, Bouca, Bangui, at the exit point there, it was 25 
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they -- and it was there, that there was a clash.   1 

Now, apparently, the Seleka did not have enough ammunition with them because 2 

they were not expecting that attack, and so the group that was there had to -- had to 3 

retreat -- retreat running to -- back to Boro.  {PFR: (Redacted)}   4 

And as they were shouting, many people thought that Bossangoa was being liberated.  5 

And, after, other elements went to push back those young people. 6 

Q.   [12:50:54] Thank you, witness.  I'd like to move to a different topic now, and I'd 7 

like to talk about -- or to talk about the civilian population in Bossangoa.   8 

Now, in your statement, you say that after the arrival of Seleka, civilians joined them, 9 

and you said that this was principally to obtain food and to be protected.  Can you 10 

explain what you meant by that? 11 

A.   [12:51:20] Could you repeat that because I think I missed part of what you said. 12 

Q.   [12:51:27] No problem, witness.  In your statement you say that after the arrival 13 

of the Seleka in Bossangoa, civilians joined the Seleka principally to obtain food and 14 

to enjoy their protection.  Now, can you explain to us what you meant?  That they 15 

joined the Seleka to obtain food and enjoy protection? 16 

A.   [12:51:55] Well, these were young people who had nothing else to do and who 17 

had nothing to eat where they were, and that -- and because of their hunger, the 18 

hunger pushed them to work for the Seleka.  They would prepare their food, and 19 

any leftover food would be given to those young people.  They would also wash 20 

their clothes et cetera.  21 

Q.   [12:52:34] In paragraph 12 of your statement, you said that the Muslims had 22 

turned against the population.  Now, what did you mean by that? 23 

A.   [12:52:46] Well, I simply wanted to say that when the Seleka arrived, the 24 

indigenous population were surprised by the change in the behaviour of the Muslims.  25 
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Overnight, they turned against the population as if there had been a conflict before, 1 

although there hadn't been. 2 

Q.   [12:53:27] Thank you. 3 

Now, once again, in your statement at paragraph 39 - and you've talked about it again 4 

today - you said that the Muslims would point out the Christians so that they could 5 

be extorted, looted and killed.  Do you have specific examples of that? 6 

A.   [12:53:51] Well, one example would be the young butcher, and those young 7 

traders as well, also the herders from Zere.  Also in the town of Bossangoa, many 8 

fled, leaving their shops behind them, and everything was gathered up and taken by 9 

the Seleka.  As they had been pointed out, identified, even their homes were visited 10 

and were searched, and -- so that whatever they had could be taken. 11 

Q.   [12:54:48] At paragraph 25 of your statement you said that civilian Muslims 12 

were armed and that the Seleka gave weapons to the Muslims.  Did you yourself see 13 

Muslim civilians with arms back then? 14 

A.   [12:55:07] Yes.  Yes, indeed.  Notably young people.  I remember one by face, 15 

and his name was Ramazan, and he terrorised people even worse than the Seleka did.  16 

And so as regards the Seleka, the Seleka said that they came to protect the Muslims 17 

and to support and develop -- to help the Muslims develop, and, therefore, they 18 

needed weapons to defend themselves and to regroup against the population.  That 19 

was it. 20 

Q.   [12:56:04] And were there many who bore arms? 21 

A.   [12:56:09] Well, all the young Muslims of Bossangoa, even traders, they all had 22 

weapons. 23 

Q.   [12:56:22] You said that even the women were armed, and you referred 24 

specifically to a woman called Adjouss.  Did you see women other than Adjouss 25 
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who had weapons? 1 

A.   [12:56:44] Yes, I heard of -- I heard of that.  Many people saw Adjouss, and she 2 

was Ramazani's mother.  She was a member of the -- of the women's association of 3 

the KNK.  The KNK being the party of the president who had -- they had overturned.  4 

So, overnight, she, like others, switched camps. 5 

Q.   [12:57:25] How do you know the Seleka gave them weapons?  How do you 6 

know that it was the Seleka that had furnished those weapons? 7 

A.   [12:57:38] Well, it's easy to spot, unless they had hidden them beforehand, but if 8 

they have machine guns, A4s with cartridges across their body et cetera, well, where 9 

did it come from?  Where did it come from? 10 

Q.   [12:58:09] Mr Witness, I'm still at paragraph 25 of your statement.  You said 11 

that arms were stored in the mosque.   12 

Now, how did you learn that there were arms stored in the mosque or in the 13 

mosques? 14 

A.   [12:58:26] Well, I would say everybody knew that.  It was common knowledge.  15 

Even before the rebellion, it was known that there were always weapons at the 16 

mosques and that nobody could attack the Muslims.  There was -- what we call 17 

Zaraguina - in other words, those who blocked the roads - and that was them.  Many 18 

young traders - now, this is long before the rebellion - they would go to Cameroon, 19 

buy goods to take back home to sell, but they might be attacked or killed on the road 20 

and lose their merchandise, and it was always Muslims from Bossangoa. 21 

Q.   [12:59:32] Could you be more specific?  Did somebody tell you that there were 22 

weapons in the mosques? 23 

A.   [12:59:43] Well, even when I was in Paoua, I knew that in the mosque in Paoua 24 

there were weapons.  And one day we were on a visit and we got into dealings with 25 
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the Muslims and we discovered a lot of weapons in the mosque of Paoua.  In 1 

Bossangoa, everybody talked about it.  But they were so strong that nobody could 2 

attack them. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:00:22] Ms Proulx, I have the impression that you 4 

are making progress.  My question would be if we -- although, we said we would 5 

continue until half past one, we have now perhaps a shortened lunch break and sit in 6 

the afternoon, perhaps one and a half hours, two hours, we can -- you can already 7 

ponder it during the break what is needed, yes? 8 

Let's say if we have now a shortened lunch break until 2 o'clock. 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:00:56] All rise. 10 

(Recess taken at 1.00 p.m.)  11 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.02 p.m.)  12 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:02:30] All rise. 13 

Please be seated.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:02:51] Ms Proulx, again, we are in open session. 15 

MS PROULX:  [14:03:05](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [14:03:07] Good afternoon, Witness. 17 

A.   [14:03:09] Good afternoon. 18 

Q.   [14:03:10] Before the break we were speaking about the civilian Muslim 19 

population and their links with the Seleka.  And I just wanted to be sure that 20 

I understand well, because in paragraph 26 of your statement you say that some 21 

civilians joined the Seleka, some Muslim civilians joined the Seleka, and you also talk 22 

about some of them being complicit with the Seleka.  So what distinction do you 23 

make between the civilians who joined and those who were complicit? 24 

A.   [14:03:50] When I talk about joining, that means that they put themselves with 25 
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them.  And complicit, that means that they betrayed the indigenous population.  1 

Those who pushed the Seleka, as well, to drive out people, they were people who 2 

wanted them to do something for them -- for the town. 3 

Q.   [14:04:25] Now, in paragraph 31 of your statement, you speak about Justin 4 

Narzin (phon).  Did he have a nickname? 5 

A.   [14:04:41] Yes, since he was young, he did. 6 

Q.   [14:04:45] And what was his nickname? 7 

A.   [14:04:51] Bakala. 8 

Q.   [14:05:00] Was he also known as Kalambani? 9 

A.   [14:05:05] Yes, by Kalambani as well. 10 

Q.   [14:05:11] Did he have any link or relationship with the Seleka? 11 

A.   [14:05:18] I think -- well, afterwards, he became afraid and he betrayed the 12 

population, because in the meantime he was with the population because he was a 13 

councillor at the town hall, so he was there.  He was with the displaced population.  14 

Then, at a given time, the Seleka demanded his presence with them.  They 15 

threatened him as a councillor in the town hall and they said he was complicit with 16 

the Anti-Balaka, and, so, if you do not order the displaced persons to leave, then we 17 

will attack you directly.  So he was taken over by fear and he told them that he 18 

wasn't responsible for the displaced persons, he would have to see the situation with 19 

the vicar of Bossangoa, the general vicar of the church.  That was the person who 20 

could get the people.  That's what he said.  And then he said that, and then, 21 

afterwards, the young people were afraid and they took refuge in the Coton cellule 22 

and then they went to Bangui -- and then he fled to Bangui. 23 

Q.   [14:07:10] Thank you very much.   24 

Was Justin Narzin (phon) married? 25 
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A.   [14:07:17] Yes, he had a wife and children. 1 

Q.   [14:07:21] Do you remember his wife's name? 2 

A.   [14:07:24] I have forgotten, but I knew it very well.  I no -- no longer have the 3 

name in mind. 4 

Q.   [14:07:38] Was she called Rose? 5 

A.   [14:07:41] Yes, she was called Rose. 6 

Q.   [14:07:44] In your statement you speak about Koursi, a man called Koursi.  You 7 

say he was a Muslim trader and he also worked at the town hall.  You said that he 8 

joined the Seleka.  I would like to know, what do you know about his activities with 9 

the Seleka at the time?  10 

A.   [14:08:09] Mr Koursi was also a councillor in the town hall of Bossangoa.  11 

When the Seleka arrived -- well, he was a trader as well.  {ICR: (Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)} and he would go into the  13 

villages in order to steal cattle.  And that's how he was killed later.  That's how he 14 

ended up being killed later. 15 

Q.   [14:08:56] How did you find out that he stole cattle? 16 

A.   [14:09:01] Well, it was in the villages.  When people came, they would report 17 

that Koursi was going into the villages, and those who had taken their cattle further 18 

into the bush, he would chase after them and he would steal their cattle, and he 19 

would sell them, he would sell them to the butchers.  And that's how one day when 20 

he was going there, there was some young self-defence persons who sabotaged a 21 

bridge, and when he returned, he fell down and he was shot at. 22 

Q.   [14:09:57] Was Koursi armed? 23 

A.   [14:10:09] I'm sorry, in order to steal cattle he has to be armed because he's also 24 

afraid of meeting the self-defence Anti-Balaka. 25 
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Q.   [14:10:28] I'm now going to show you a document at tab 76 in the Defence 1 

binder, CAR-OTP-2087-9530.  And this is an article from a newspaper which 2 

appeared in the Le Confident on 18 November 2013.   3 

And if we go down a bit in the article, it quotes a certain Elisabeth.  There we can see 4 

it now.  And Elisabeth is an inhabitant of Benzambe and she says that "The Bororos 5 

were following us everywhere.  They would kill us and they would leave their cattle 6 

to devastate our land.  And they follow us to far fields in order to kill us."   7 

Did you know or did you hear any similar stories at the time; namely, that the Peuhls 8 

were attacking the Christian population? 9 

A.   [14:11:33] Yes.  In fact, they weren't really Peuhl.  In one -- they were the 10 

people from Chad, and they were doing that for pasturing.  They were doing that for 11 

the situation.  They were taking an advantage of getting their cattle to destroy the 12 

fields, devastating the fields, and they were also doing it against anybody who was 13 

making resistance.  They would end up dead.  That's also something that they did. 14 

Q.   [14:12:17] These Peuhl, were they also in some way complicit with the Seleka? 15 

A.   [14:12:25] Well, this practice dates before the Seleka as well.  We call this group 16 

Mbarara, a group of Peuhls, and they are Peuhl from Chad, men and women who are 17 

armed, and they have always stolen cattle or livestock coming from Chad.  And 18 

during this rebellion, it was an opportunity for them to do so. 19 

Q.   [14:13:10] Did you know at the time -- I'm still talking about 2013 here -- did you 20 

find out that there had been marriages between the Seleka and the Muslim women of 21 

Bossangoa? 22 

A.   [14:13:21] Yes, we found out about that.  Whenever that they got 23 

married -- whenever they got married, they would fire into the air and they would 24 

walk around the whole town and they would shout, they'd be in their vehicles, they'd 25 
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be driving around the whole town. 1 

Q.   [14:13:44] And who would celebrate the marriages? 2 

A.   [14:13:50] Well, like in all religions it would be in the presence of religious chiefs, 3 

the imam, the imams would hold the marriages. 4 

Q.   [14:14:04] Thank you, witness. 5 

MS PROULX:  [14:14:08] Mr President, at this stage I would like to go into private 6 

session, for quite some time I'm afraid. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:14:13] I have to explain to -- I don't have to, but 8 

I like to explain to the public in the gallery that this is a protected witness and counsel 9 

is obviously now addressing issues -- going to address issues that could reveal the 10 

identity and that is the reason why we have to go to private session.  And she said 11 

for quite some time.   12 

So we go to private session. 13 

(Private session at 2.14 p.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:14:46] We are in private session, Mr President. 15 

MS PROULX:  [14:14:54](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [14:14:54] Witness, we're now in private session and because we've just 17 

mentioned it, I'd like to speak a bit more about the imam (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)   19 

So in paragraph 30 of your statement you say that he was under pressure, under the 20 

pressure of the Seleka.  What do you mean by that? 21 

A.   [14:15:20] (Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  It was when the situation started to get  23 

worse and accusations were thrown by each community against each other and there  24 

were clashes that it was at that time that (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  So that's why I say he was effectively taken hostage,  10 

because he wasn't free to clearly say what he had seen and what he thought.  That  11 

was it. 12 

Q.   [14:17:25] Thank you very much.  I think that you have already given elements  13 

of the reply, (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

Q.   [14:20:15] (Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  Do you remember his name? 13 

A.   [14:20:25] I'm a bit confused, but if you say it to me, I'll remember. 14 

Q.   [14:20:32] Was it Fadil Gara? 15 

A.   [14:20:34] Fadil Gara. 16 

Q.   [14:20:41] And what makes you say that Fadil Gara in particular influenced the 17 

imam? 18 

A.   [14:20:50] Well, it's easy to know.  When you threaten somebody, it's not just 19 

with words, but there's also the face which takes the form of the words that you speak.  20 

When somebody's angry, you know it.  When he's happy, you know it.  When he's 21 

nervous -- when he's happy, you know that as well.  When he's serious, you know 22 

that. 23 

Q.   [14:21:18] Did you notice on -- once twice or several occasions that Fadil Gara 24 

had this attitude towards the imam? 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

Q.   [14:22:12] Now, in paragraph 47 you say that the imam Naffi did not tell the 7 

truth.  Now, how did you see that he wasn't telling the truth? 8 

A.   [14:22:24] (Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)   14 

That's the way it was. 15 

Q.   [14:23:24] Still on the same paragraph of your statement, you say that the imam  16 

kept pillaged objects from the cotton company, objects that were pillaged from the  17 

Seleka.   18 

A.   [14:23:44] (Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  So he even stocked  20 

wood, floorboards, and the like, and even sacks of manure on the site of the cotton  21 

company.  And when the -- when they invaded Bossangoa, we saw Muslim women 22 

go down to the Coton cellule and bring things on their heads.  They would bring 23 

everything and when -- they would bring everything on their heads, and (Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) you would see a small shed that he built so that when he  25 
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was -- when it was hot, he could go there.  But he had things from the cotton cell 1 

there. 2 

Q.   [14:24:55] I would now like to show you a video which is a report from the time, 3 

and this is in tab 73 of the Defence binder CAR-OTP-2081-0973, and we're going to 4 

show it.  It's under four minutes.  We'll show all of it.  For the interpreters, the 5 

transcript in French is at tab 95, CAR-OTP-2122-9226, and I will wait for the sign from 6 

the booth before starting the video.  7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:26:12] Thank you, we've got it now.  8 

MS PROULX:  [14:26:17] On peut commencer, merci.   9 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:26:22] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)  11 

"The bishop of Bossangoa looked at the FOMAC from the Central Africa.  The 12 

buildings of the church are occupied by the ex-Seleka elements.  They need escorts 13 

and it's the risk of being killed.   14 

These are burnt heads and this is what remains in our country.  All that we know is 15 

force.  That is the only thing that remains.   16 

The exactions of the former Seleka rebels is daily in Bossangoa.  Every day they 17 

come up with other excuses to attack the site which is at the bishopry and also the 18 

pastoral personnel.   19 

FOMAC has no mandate to act as a bodyguard.  The bishopry is left with two 20 

vehicles which are armoured and 20 men heavily armed, but they are more 21 

than -- than people from the Seleka.   22 

Really, they have left, but everything has been ransacked, looted.  It is simply 23 

vandalism, that everything is broken.  What you see here, this building in this state, 24 

this is something that really upset me.  It's vandalism and violence against the 25 
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Christians.  This is something unheard of for the vicary, for all the Central Africans 1 

and for the non-Muslim Central Africans.  Yet, in this case, the Muslims are targets 2 

as well.  It's pure reprisals.  We have to do something until the Seleka arrive.  The 3 

population feels that they have been betrayed and the Muslims are cooperating with 4 

the Seleka.  The Muslims of Bossangoa are accomplices of the Seleka.  It's true that 5 

these strong men of the country are usually Muslim, generally speaking.  But the 6 

Muslims go towards -- looks to them for assistance and protection.   7 

They have attacked us.  When we discovered it, the rebels attack us.  We only have 8 

one word.  If they attack us, we only have one word we'll say to them:  We will take 9 

over.   10 

The rebels which the imam talks about, they are the Anti-Balaka.  The village militia 11 

wants to take revenge against the repeated violence of the ex-Seleka.  The Bossangoa 12 

imam says that from now on his community is a target.   13 

In the school, you only have the victims of the Anti-Balaka.  All the people you see 14 

here are rebels who have not kept their words.  They killed us.  Before us, they 15 

killed my husband.  They killed everybody.  I stayed here with my small ones.  16 

They didn't kill the others.  Not the Christians.  They only killed the Muslims.   17 

The country is 85 per cent Christian, but since the coup d'état last March of the Seleka 18 

we have a Muslim at the head.  For the imam, that's the explanation.  They do not 19 

want a Muslim to govern the country.  That's why they kill us.  They don't want a 20 

Muslim.  Before we didn't have any problems.   21 

Two torn-up communities, each mourn their death, their death to the suffering of the 22 

other side.  It's not what you say -- if you are free, we can discuss that at your place.  23 

The imam and the bishop can still talk, but this means that there might be a small ray 24 

of hope." 25 
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MS PROULX:  [14:30:18](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [14:30:18] Witness, I have several questions that I would like to put to you with 2 

regards to the report that we've just seen.   3 

Now, first of all, we see the scenes of pillaging, vandalism at the church.  Do you 4 

remember these event? 5 

A.   [14:30:33] It is the Presbyterian from Katanga that I was speaking to you about 6 

earlier, where there was the priest, and it was after that he -- he got set up there.  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

Q.   [14:31:07] Now, did you know who specifically was responsible for the pillaging 10 

and the destruction?  11 

A.   [14:31:18] Well, it was the Seleka.  It was the Seleka who were responsible for 12 

destruction of the presbytery. 13 

Q.   [14:31:31] Now, afterwards, we see the imam who is surrounded by men in 14 

military uniform.  Were they Seleka?  Is it Seleka that we see around him? 15 

A.   [14:31:42] Yes, it's Seleka.  (Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) 17 

Q.   [14:31:54] Now, did you know at the time that the Seleka had undertaken to 18 

protect the imam?  19 

A.   [14:32:02] Well, of course, (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  That was the  23 

problem.  And on this video you can hear the imam saying this group of rebels were  24 

rebelling, but rebelling against whom?  The indigenous people rebelling against  25 
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themselves?  That says -- tells you everything about their state of mind, which 1 

I spoke of a moment ago. 2 

Q.   [14:33:00] Now, you can hear the imam saying that they don't want a Muslim to 3 

govern the country and that's why they kill them.  And what do you think of that?  4 

Do you have a comment to make with regards to these words of the imam? 5 

A.   [14:33:15] Well, that goes in line perfectly with what the (Redacted)  6 

(Redacted) so we understood that they had a hidden agenda and, as  7 

such, they took advantage of the rebellion.  And, in fact, we found out afterwards  8 

that the Muslims had taken power and they set themselves up in the Central African  9 

Republic to extend Islam into other countries. 10 

Q.   [14:34:03] Now, at the end of the report, you see the bishop and the imam, they  11 

undertake dialogue.  And was (Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) 13 

A.   [14:34:16] Yes.  In Sango, you can hear the bishop saying "I don't know" or 14 

"I -- if you want, we can go to your house in order to discuss matters calmly."  That's  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)   6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Q.   [14:37:11] I have other questions, but you spoke about the report.  We have this 11 

report, but I want us to look at it together.   12 

It is tab 69 of the Defence, CAR-OTP-2073-1289.  I'm going to show you a small 13 

segment from 13:32 until 15 minutes.   14 

For the interpreters, the transcript is at tab 86, CAR-OTP-2127-6597 at page 6603.  15 

And this is an extract that starts at line 163 and ends at 194.   16 

So I'm going to wait for a sign from the booth before I start. 17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:38:26] Would it be possible to show it on the screen, please. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:38:41] Now it's on the screen, is it -- is it fine 19 

with you like that?  Okay, I think we can start. 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:38:46] Thank you. 21 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:38:52](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  23 

"Early in the morning, Muslims are angry.  They are those who were close to the 24 

ones who died.  During the morning, they have taken their machetes to see what's 25 
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going on.  The imam came to say look at what is happening with the FOMAC.  The 1 

vicar came to discuss, before addressing the loyal directly. 2 

There's no war between you and me.  Look, we -- each time we come together when 3 

this happens.  When something happens, we talk.  If we are in war, then we -- and 4 

angry then we will understand.  There's no problems.  You are my grocer, so 5 

where's the problem?   6 

There are smiles that come back and also applauding.  Some words suffices to avoid 7 

things turning ugly.   8 

But this common prayer, will it be enough to bring about peace between the various 9 

communities, because from now on everybody is counting their dead and those who 10 

have disappeared?  The Bossangoa inhabitants are trapped in a situation that goes 11 

beyond them.  In this violence where nobody can win, civilians are the main victims 12 

of this drama that is playing out in the Central African Republic." 13 

MS PROULX:  [14:40:23](Interpretation) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)   17 

(Redacted)   18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)   22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)    24 

Q.   [14:41:43] And in the very beginning when you see people seated and the imam 25 
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that's talking to them, where did that take place?  Did you recognise the place?  1 

A.   [14:41:50] It was before the town hall of Bossangoa. 2 

Q.   [14:41:59] The report says that the Muslims wanted to attack with their machetes.  3 

Was that common, that the Muslims used their machetes or walked around with their 4 

machetes in the town? 5 

A.   [14:42:02] (Overlapping speakers).  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:42:16] Before you answer, Mr Witness, 7 

Ms Galupa has an objection.  8 

MS GALUPA:  [14:42:20] Yes.  Thank you, Mr President.  I just want to object, 9 

because it's rather leading.  He can -- she can -- Ms Proulx can ask --  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:42:26] Well, Ms Proulx knows, obviously, that 11 

"was it common" is not -- not the ideal wording for such a question.   12 

If you word it in a way, you know, "have you seen Muslims go around", go -- yeah, 13 

then I would agree to it.  But not "was it common", yeah?  14 

MS GALUPA:  [14:42:49] Thank you. 15 

MS PROULX:  [14:42:52](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [14:42:54] Mr Witness, at that time did you see Muslims with machetes in the 17 

town? 18 

A.   [14:42:59] No, no.  I do know that they walked around since time immemorial 19 

with their knives along their arm.  It was as if they were born with it.  But the 20 

machete, it's not really a weapon for the Muslims. 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

A.   [14:44:14] They wanted to go to the bishopry to attack the displaced, and the 2 

reason they gave is that there was the death of Koursi.  Of course, always, always 3 

you have to have a reason in order to attack the other community.  And as I have 4 

said several times already, if you only saw the number of Muslims who were seated 5 

before and in front of the town hall and the number of displaced at the bishopry 6 

could you really think that there would be a clash with the Muslims who had 7 

machetes?   8 

Who would have won any clashes in that case?  The entire population at the site, and 9 

even if they had weapons, they no doubt would have killed many, but they wouldn't 10 

have decimated the population.  This is to say that this was an innocent population, 11 

a weak population, who didn't want war, and that's why they were at the bishopry 12 

site. 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [14:46:31] Of course.  In cases of attacks, of theft, the Boro attacks, the convent, 19 

the presbytery of Katanga, the history of reopening the marketplace, these were all 20 

opportunities which allowed us to be together to talk about it, always before the 21 

Seleka authorities. 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [14:53:26] I apologise that I'm saying it like this, but that was normal with him.  17 

Above all, you must not say the truth.  You just have to say the contrary of the actual 18 

truth of what had happened.  Even if they were killing, they would never say they 19 

had killed.  If they killed somebody, all they would say is, "Oh, somebody has died." 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:54:05] You keep in mind any possibility that we 21 

can go back to open session. 22 

MS PROULX:  [14:54:12] Unfortunately not at the moment. 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)   2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)   8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

A.   [14:56:14] (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  He was lying. 21 

Q.   [14:58:13] I'm now talking about the bishopry.  I'm going to speak more 22 

specifically (Redacted).   23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)   6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)   9 

(Redacted)   10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

Q.   [15:00:58] I would like to take you back to the start when the people were 19 

starting to arrive at the bishopric.  Could you describe to us how it happened?  20 

What was happening and how did things develop in the first few days? 21 

A.   [15:01:17] Well, it started -- for me, it was around 8 August.  Some people say 22 

8 September, but these events I remember very well.  They -- I came out of the mass 23 

and you heard people shooting and it was afterwards that we left.  We came out and 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) and, of  2 

course, for me this is an incident of just a few seconds or minutes or hours, and then 3 

everything was going to go back into order.  But it was really the start, the very start.   4 

And (Redacted) it was increasing the next day.  And  5 

with the others, they said you have to (Redacted) there were 60 (Redacted) before, but  6 

then more and more people were coming and then we have to tell the bishop that  7 

we're in this situation.  But there were going to be too many people, so -- there were 8 

women, there were mothers with children, there were elderly people.  They just 9 

turned up with -- they had no house, and we spent nights under mango trees, under 10 

the rain, and everything was done on site.  People went to the toilet on site because 11 

they could no longer leave.  It was just not liveable.  People were sleeping -- even 12 

the dogs.  It was just unimaginable.  And, still today, I just can't believe it.  *I still 13 

don't understand how we didn't get cholera.  Everything was done such that there 14 

would be an epidemic.  But curiously there was no intimate spaces for people.  We 15 

didn't know why we had to eat.  We weren't even hungry.  You took a -- a spoon of 16 

rice.  That would be enough for you because of the stress.  And at night, if it was 17 

calm, we would wish that the night lasted longer because we did not know what 18 

would happen at daybreak.  And when there was nothing in the day, we wanted the 19 

day to last, and that's how it was.  We didn't know.  And I am speaking as a witness, 20 

but I'm -- I'm a victim as well because we could do nothing, and (Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  That was it. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:05:12] Mr Witness, thank you very much for this 24 

really impressive description what has happened.  Ms Proulx. 25 
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MS PROULX:  [15:05:26](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [15:05:28] Thank you, witness.  (Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) and I now wanted to show you two photographs and  4 

I want you to tell me what this is about.   5 

Now, the first photograph is at tab 13, CAR-D30-0011-0093. 6 

Do you recognise the people or the scene that we can see on this photograph? 7 

A.   [15:06:21] I recognise the scene, and (Redacted) I recognise him,  8 

a faithful Christian from St Charles Lwanga, the school near the lycée, and he's quite 9 

intelligent -- and so people we also took on to carry out this service.  So there were 10 

these young people and then there is another person whose nickname was -- if I see 11 

the name, it will come back.  But he was the first one who knew a bit about 12 

computers and so (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) And this person on the left is Gabi, in  15 

the white shirt, Gabriel. 16 

Q.   [15:07:41] Thank you.  I'm going to show you another photograph at tab 14, 17 

CAR-D30-0011-0094.  18 

A.   [15:07:57] Yes, I know those two, and that's the one who (Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) with the computer, Songos (phon).  And the other one, in a red  20 

shirt, he came from Markounda, and he was a Caritas officer from Markounda.  And  21 

both of them were (Redacted) under the direction of Father  22 

Dieudonne, who was in the meantime the director of Caritas.  And he had  23 

undergone lots of different training and he had taken over as -- having taken 24 

refuge -- he took over when Michel took refuge in Bangui. 25 
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Q.   [15:09:01] You speak to us about Michel.  Could you tell us what his surname 1 

is? 2 

A.   [15:09:07] Michel Lingando (phon).  At the time, he was the director of the 3 

diocese, of Caritas, and he was a priest of the parish Notre-Dame de Katanga, 4 

where -- (Redacted)  5 

Q.   [15:09:35] You say he took refuge in Bangui? 6 

A.   [15:09:40] Yes, he couldn't stand the explosions of weapons and, of course, he 7 

took refuge.  He said he couldn't stay and he left. 8 

Q.   [15:09:56] Thank you.  I would now like to show you another document.  And 9 

this is tab 57 in our binder, CAR-D30-0017-0001.  And this is a very long list which 10 

you can see on your screen.  First of all, do you remember (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

A.   [15:10:31] Yes, yes, I remember that well. 13 

Q.   [15:10:35] Could you explain to us what this list is?  What's it about? 14 

A.   [15:10:45] As the population grew, (Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) a summary, classifying the displaced persons by neighbourhoods or 17 

villages.  And that's what you can see here when you see Mitou, Monaindo, 18 

Ngambaye; these are the names of neighbourhoods in Bossangoa.  And then you had 19 

the chiefs who knew who their inhabitants were.  They could identify them, they 20 

could count them, and then they would give the list which would make it possible 21 

(Redacted) and, if there was help, (Redacted) could provide it to the chiefs such that 22 

they would still remain chiefs of their village (Redacted) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:11:58] What perhaps is of interest -- of course, 24 

we cannot go through the whole document, but it appears that all the entry dates are 25 
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in September and in a relatively short period, starting from 8, 9 September until 1 

20 -- 22 September - that is not even two weeks, I think - and if we look at the last 2 

page, the total figure is 37,000-something.   3 

So, Mr Witness, do you recall that this whole list describes the people who sought 4 

refuge in such a short period in September 2013? 5 

THE WITNESS:  [15:12:58](Interpretation) No, the list isn't complete.  It's just a part  6 

(Redacted) so  7 

I don't have all the list here.  This is the small version of (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:13:21] Well, actually, I thought that this is 10 

already, let's say, a huge amount of people who had sought refuge, but if you say this 11 

is only part of it, we have, of course, recognised that. 12 

Yeah, Ms Proulx. 13 

MS PROULX:  [15:13:42](Interpretation) 14 

Q.   [15:13:44] Witness, the list indicates 37,000 displaced persons.  Where -- where 15 

did the number go up to? 16 

A.   [15:13:52] Well, (Redacted) it was around the 52,000 displaced  17 

persons. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:14:01] Thank you.  I was heading at that, 19 

actually. 20 

Thank you, Ms Proulx. 21 

MS PROULX:  [15:14:23](Interpretation) 22 

Q.   [15:14:23] Very well.  Now, you say that people were listed when they arrived 23 

and they were divided up with the help of their neighbourhood chief.  And just to be 24 

clear, do I understand that it was just the people who were in the bishopric? 25 
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A.   [15:14:46] Well, I would like to make a clarification that at the start (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) but over -- as the days passed, we saw the numbers  2 

increasing and then (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

Q.   [15:15:30] Thank you.  I just want to show you another list at tab 59, 8 

CAR-D30-0017-0003. 9 

Could you explain to us how this list was prepared and what the content thereof was? 10 

A.   [15:16:08] Well, Bowaye, as is written there, those are the displaced persons who 11 

are going to come much later.  Bowaye. 12 

Q.   [15:16:24] Where did -- where did they come from? 13 

A.   [15:16:27] Bowaye.  Bowaye is a village.  So after Nana-Bakassa. 14 

Q.   [15:16:37] I wasn't clear.  Did they also take refuge in the bishopric? 15 

A.   [15:16:42] Yes, they also took refuge in the bishopric. 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

A.   [15:17:08] Exactly. 20 

Q.   [15:17:13] To the best of your knowledge, looking at the names, were there 21 

Muslims among these Bowaye displaced persons? 22 

A.   [15:17:23] No. 23 

Q.   [15:17:30] Now I have a third list to show you.  24 

And this is at tab 58, CAR-D30-0017-0002. 25 
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Now, this list, we can't see the title, but the title is "Arab displaced persons".  Could 1 

you explain what it is about.  2 

A.   [15:18:29] Well, displaced -- it's the name of a neighbourhood.  You've got the 3 

Arab neighbourhood, and it's displaced persons from there. 4 

Q.   [15:18:41] Do you know why there was a list, a special list for the Arab 5 

neighbourhood? 6 

A.   [15:18:47] No, it's a normal list like the other lists.  When you go to Bossangoa 7 

you will see that there are different neighbourhoods and they take the name of an 8 

ethnic group, Mandja neighbourhood, Gbaya, Borno neighbourhood, Muslim 9 

neighbourhood, Arab neighbourhood, Cotton neighbourhood.  There are names that 10 

are given just like that, but it's got nothing to do with the ethnic groups. (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

Q.   [15:19:45] And where did these people take refuge? 15 

A.   [15:19:50] Well, these are the displaced persons at the bishopric, (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

Q.   [15:20:12] Witness, if you look -- or if we can go up a bit, if you go towards the 18 

end of the list, there are names which sound Muslim.  Do I understand that there 19 

were also Muslim displaced persons at the bishopric? 20 

A.   [15:20:29] No.  I remember very well this scene.  There was a group of 21 

Muslims, but not from Bossangoa.  It was the ones from Ouham-Bac, but they were 22 

not received by the Bossangoa Muslims.  They were -- weren't welcomed by them.   23 

They were rejected.  So they came to (Redacted) have foodstuffs and (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  And then there were problems, there were -- there was an issue, and  1 

they said, "No, you betrayed us so we are going to make our own site."  And that's 2 

how it went.  They wanted to make their site at Liberté. 3 

Q.   [15:21:38] So, witness, you described the conditions -- the living conditions at 4 

the bishopric, so I'm not going to come back to that, but could you explain to us in  5 

detail (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)   8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)   13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)   15 

(Redacted) 16 

Q.   [15:23:11] Who was responsible for security at the bishopric? 17 

A.   [15:23:20] Well, it was much later that FOMAC sent contingents who were in the 18 

four corners of the bishopric site.  But they -- you couldn't even say that there were 19 

20 of them.  I know that there were three at the entry to the cathedral, to the 20 

bishopric, and there were another two.  On the other side there were three, and then 21 

there were another two, and towards the school there were two.  So we were there 22 

and they could do nothing.  They were there - how should I put it - in order to 23 

intervene.  And they told us, "Do not leave.  If you leave we can do nothing for 24 

you."  So people could be killed in front of FOMAC when people let themselves out 25 
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of the camp.  And the Seleka as well, they were afraid of coming in because they 1 

were afraid of reprisals from the FOMAC.  And that's the way it was.   2 

So I would say there was a balance of fear or terror, if I could put it like that.  We 3 

were there to -- we were blocked, the four walls of the bishopric. 4 

Q.   [15:25:10] Now, in paragraph 42 of your statement you speak about a 5 

Cameroonian contingent, I imagine from FOMAC, who were meant to go to -- leave 6 

and go to Bangui.  Now, you say if they left, you were going to be killed.  Now, 7 

why do you -- why do you say that? 8 

A.   [15:25:27] Because the tension was -- it had gone up by so many degrees and 9 

they had -- the Cameroonian contingent had accompanied a United Nations mission 10 

for two or three days and they were meant to leave for Bangui.  And so the 11 

population had no security.  They had no protection.  So you would say, "Well, you 12 

came for a defined mission and you've seen the situation and the conditions in which 13 

the displaced persons are living, and your presence reassures them and it's given 14 

them security.  Now, if you leave, what is certain is that the Seleka could burst into 15 

the bishopric of Bossangoa." 16 

Q.   [15:26:41] Was the presence of the FOMAC sufficient to protect the bishopric? 17 

A.   [15:26:49] Yes, of course.  As I said, it was lucky that they were seen as 18 

providing a balance of terror.  The Seleka thought "Well, with their small presence, 19 

with a small presence of the FOMAC, if we touch the population, or the contingent, 20 

then there will be reinforcements who come from Bangui."   21 

So that is how they stayed back -- or held themselves back.  But if there were clashes, 22 

the contingent wouldn't be able to hold.  But it was the fact that they could have 23 

reinforcements come from Bangui which meant that the Seleka did not dare to attack 24 

them. 25 
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Q.   [15:27:47] I would now like to show you a document which is at tab 65 in the 1 

Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2008-1289. 2 

And this is an article, an article which was written by two abbés, Abbé Dansona and 3 

Dieudonné Yanfeibona. 4 

And if you look at 18 November -- so it says, on 18 November, the Seleka threatened 5 

to attack the Catholic mission.   6 

That's it.  If I wait a bit, perhaps --   7 

A.   [15:28:48] Yes; that's correct, 18 November. 8 

Q.   [15:28:52] I'm sorry.  The Seleka were threatening to attack the Catholic mission 9 

because they suspected the men who were present of being Anti-Balaka.  And it said 10 

that the vicar brought together several priests in order to evaluate the situation and, 11 

ultimately, the FOMAC reassured us that these were just rumours.    12 

Do you remember this event? 13 

A.   [15:29:04] (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  If there are Anti-Balaka on the site,  18 

then they have to be forced to leave for the security of our poor mothers and fathers  19 

who were there."  And that is how the FOMAC said, "No, these are rumours.   20 

In fact, this is a rumour.  And this rumour comes from the fear, the fear of being 21 

attacked.  So the Muslims say that if the population is at the bishopric, that means at 22 

one time or another the Anti-Balaka will come out of the bush to attack them." 23 

So the -- in order for the -- for them to leave to go back to their neighbourhoods, that 24 

was the issue, so (Redacted) well, they said that these  25 
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people wanted to leave.  They made false accusations.  1 

Q.   [15:30:50] Thank you.  I want to show you another document. 2 

And this is at tab 78, CAR-2088 -- so 2088-2781.   3 

And if we go down a bit, you can see -- yes, we can see it well.  We are speaking 4 

about the fact that explosives were said to have been taken from the cathedral after 5 

(Redacted) command of FOMAC.  Do you remember that? 6 

A.   [15:31:35] Yes.  I will explain what happened to you, but you are not obliged to 7 

believe it.   8 

We were all together and all churches mixed at the bishopric.  Christians, Catholics, 9 

Protestants, evangelicals, et cetera.  And every day we had mass with all the 10 

displaced persons so it was really ecumenicalism.   11 

Now, at the same time, the Protestant women, in the evening, they would come 12 

together to pray and (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  And one morning they said when they were praying, they said that they 14 

had received a vision, or they've had a vision, by which on the site of the bishopric a 15 

mine would be placed.  (Redacted) the scouts and (Redacted)  And (Redacted) cut 16 

the grass and (Redacted) in fact did come across a mine.  17 

And (Redacted) went there and (Redacted) called FOMAC and they were the ones 18 

who came to take it away.   19 

And a second time, just like it happened, (Redacted) said (Redacted) also have to cut 20 

the grass to be able to see. So in front of (Redacted) there was very high grasses and 21 

(Redacted) said they have to be taken away, so (Redacted) discovered there as well 22 

and they came and took them away -- or they came -- a mine was discovered, they 23 

came and they took it away and that is true. 24 

Q.   [15:34:06] Do you know who planted the mines there? 25 
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A.   [15:34:15] Given the circumstances, if the people sought refuge at the bishopric, 1 

then would it be them who would put the mines there that would explode against 2 

them.  So I assume it's the Seleka because the population didn't have -- didn't possess 3 

this.  4 

MS PROULX:  [15:34:46] Mr President, I see it's already one hour and a half, but with 5 

your permission, I would like to go a little bit further to allow me to finish within the 6 

first session tomorrow.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:00] Well, that was exactly what I wanted to 8 

suggest, so yeah, we'll do that.  Exactly. 9 

MS PROULX:  [15:35:09](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [15:35:10] Mr Witness, in paragraph 37 of your statement you say:  "For the 11 

Seleka, all individuals who left the bishopric were an Anti-Balaka."   12 

And you added the people were shot at as soon as they left.   13 

Can you have a specific example you could share with us on that? 14 

A.   [15:35:31] I can remember a father who couldn't cope any more because -- he 15 

said -- because he was so hungry and he said, "I'm going to leave" and I (Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)   17 

So he went to the airport -- or towards the airport of Bossangoa and there he was  18 

caught.  They took him to their base, they beat him, they tied him up, and in the 19 

night he fled because he was a former soldier.  He fled and went behind the hospital 20 

along the Ouham River and came towards the hospital and then came to the bishopric 21 

during the night.  And also there was a woman who left to go and collect some 22 

grapefruit and she, too, was killed. 23 

Q.   [15:37:01] I want to show you an extract of a press article.  It's at -- in 70 of the 24 

Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2079-0622.  And page 0632 in particular. 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-291-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 19-06-2024 83/91 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                       ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4608 
 

19.06.2024          Page 84 
 

At the end of the last paragraph, you can see, "Imam Ismaël spoke in the same 1 

language and was unaware or didn't care about the suffering of the others", and they 2 

quote the imam who said "'There were many Anti-Balaka who sought refuge with 3 

their families in the church.  If you find a Muslim, a Muslim will kill them.  So they 4 

have to go back home because if they remain there, it means something'.  That 5 

something is the question.  The imam prefers that you work it out for yourself." 6 

What does that statement of the imam suggest to you?  7 

A.   [15:38:40] I do apologise once again, but this is defamation.  Because in his 8 

particular logic, this goes against what has happened, against the truth.  It's a lie.  If 9 

indeed Anti-Balaka were there to attack the Muslims, why would they seek refuge 10 

with their families at the church?  Why would they seek refuge?  They would have 11 

to take action.  And when he said there are many Anti-Balaka who sought refuge 12 

with their families at the church, they wouldn't be seeking refuge.  If you find a 13 

Muslim, they would kill him.  But where would they find the Muslim to kill him?  14 

I really believe that this is defamatory statements which were said in order to allow 15 

them to make them want to leave the bishopric. 16 

Q.   [15:40:02] (Redacted) as far as  17 

you know, was there or did they -- were there any Anti-Balaka or armed individuals 18 

in the refugee site? 19 

A.   [15:40:18] Not at all.  When we started to talk about the Anti-Balaka 20 

phenomenon, I, too, wanted to know what the position was.  But as I said, those 21 

were people who could not co-habit with the population in the towns.  They were in 22 

the bush because they were banished and this is what we learnt.  So they couldn't 23 

mingle with the population because they were banished and that had to be respected.  24 

So their place was not in the bishopric of Bossangoa.  And in any case, if it's the  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

Q.   [15:41:14] Thank you very much.  At this stage, I want to show you another 2 

video.  I have two extracts that I want to show you.  68 in the Defence binder, 3 

CAR-OTP-2073-1299.   4 

And I think we'll ask the interpreter because there was one transcript in tab 1, so we 5 

completed that and we sent it.  So I hope that you've got it. 6 

And the first extract which I want to show to the witness starts at minute 54 -- 10:54 7 

until 16:15.  And this is the first extract and then I'll have some questions before 8 

going to the second extract.   9 

And I wait again for a sign from the booth before starting the video. 10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:42:27] Could you show it on the screen, please? 11 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:42:37](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  13 

"Taking the road for Bossangoa which is about 300 kilometres of road, the last 14 

hundred kilometres.  The empty villages, everything has been burnt and the 15 

population has fled.  In the villages we took some photos on my camera.   16 

There were clashes in Bossangoa.  The Seleka came here and accused us that we 17 

attacked Muslims and they burnt down our houses.  We had nothing to do with 18 

what happened so we fled into the bush. 19 

If the Seleka come back, we will be forced to go into the bush again.  And if they find 20 

us, it's sure they'll kill us.   21 

These villagers don't belong to any armed group.  They are there to look after their 22 

sheep.  And see their homes ransacked and everything burnt down.   23 

There's a body, killed by the Seleka.  There's a man from the village that was killed 24 

by the Seleka.   25 
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How many people were killed in the village? 1 

Maybe a dozen or so, 20, something like that.  I don't know exactly because we were 2 

in the bush. 3 

We arrive in Bossangoa.  And this is the native region of the former President Bozizé.  4 

In the village close to Zere, on 7 September, those who were called the Anti-Balaka, 5 

anti-machete in Sango, have attacked the Muslims.  The Seleka has launched reprisal 6 

activities.  All the region is embroiled.  The villages are empty and hundreds lie 7 

dead.  In Bossangoa also, people have fled.  The Christians who are principally 8 

there have gone to the Saint-Antoine de Padoue cathedral.  Protected by the 9 

Pan-African forces, and many, many refugees are there with one water point, two 10 

latrines.  And Frédéric Tonfio, the vicar of the diocese, doesn't know what to do any 11 

more.   12 

We have more than 36,000 displaced here.  There's 36,700.  People have all arrived 13 

here.  They have nothing here.  They do everything here.  They eat, do everything 14 

they need to do right where they are.  It's extremely dangerous.   15 

The big question that everyone is asking:  Who is responsible for this?   16 

It's the Seleka.   17 

For you, it's clear, crystal clear?   18 

Yes, it's clear, crystal clear.  Because they are shooting people.  They are the ones 19 

responsible for this.   20 

Since decades Christians and Muslims have cohabited peacefully.  Why all of a 21 

sudden has there been this inter-religious clash?  22 

It's not a religious tension.  I've always said that from time immemorial that the clash 23 

between Muslims and Christians is not true.  I say no.  This is a conflict which was 24 

provoked by the arrival of the Seleka who are together with the Muslims they are also 25 
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Muslims.  So they are together with the Muslims against those who are not Muslims.  1 

That's it.  We have lost trust.  The two communities have lost trust in each other and 2 

right now we have to try and find reconciliation and this is going to be a very difficult, 3 

arduous task.   4 

When we arrived, the first aid arrived.  Father Dieudonne hoped that others would 5 

arrive very quickly.  These are buckets, towels, toothbrushes, things for the women 6 

for their homes, because they left without taking anything.   7 

We couldn't answer all their needs but it helps, it's a beginning and the women are 8 

very happy to receive this.   9 

Everything evokes incomprehension, fear, violence.  I was in the field with my two 10 

children.  I fled and the two children were killed. 11 

How do you explain this violence?   12 

I simply don't understand.  We were overtaken, overwhelmed by the events.  It was 13 

about 4 o'clock in the morning.  There were shots everywhere and we simply did not 14 

understand what was going on.   15 

I, I live in an Arab neighbourhood for many years but right now it's become 16 

unbearable.  They threaten us all the time with their knives and I was forced to flee 17 

and come here. 18 

So now the Arab quarter is peaceful.  The restaurants are open but you have the 19 

Seleka soldiers everywhere.  They feel at home here.  A school ..." 20 

MS PROULX:  [15:48:10](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [15:48:10] Mr Witness, we see a lot of things in this extract.  I'm going to take 22 

up certain points.  Firstly, you see men in the bush.  According to you, are they 23 

Anti-Balaka? 24 

A.   [15:48:30] In the report, it's said that this is a group that does not belong to any 25 
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armed group.  These are villagers who were attacked and, as the report says, were 1 

there to look after what remained of their animals. 2 

Q.   [15:48:56] They said the attack which they faced.  Have you heard this before?  3 

Was this something has happened often at that time? 4 

A.   [15:49:08] I would say it's a pity that that was the life, that was the life at that 5 

moment.  The situation has changed.  The population was hunted down.  The 6 

people are there.  They move along.  They kill everybody and the people, as the 7 

reporter said, as soon as they saw somebody coming, they fled.  If the people weren't 8 

there to attack them, they fled.  If they flee, it means they are weak and have nothing.  9 

That's all. 10 

Q.   [15:49:52] After that, we see the conditions of life at the bishopric.  (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) 13 

A.   [15:50:12] Well, why is it that people decided to come to the bishopric?  When 14 

they arrived in March, they reassured the population and the population remained at 15 

home, and afterwards they came back and the population sought refuge at the 16 

bishopric. 17 

Q.   [15:50:41] After you hear a woman who fled to the fields and who was attacked 18 

in the fields, and a man who fled from the Arab neighbourhood because he had been 19 

threatened.  Once again, is this the type of story that you frequently heard from 20 

displaced persons? 21 

A.   [15:51:03] If there wasn't a threat or danger, people wouldn't have fled to find 22 

themselves in the open air, day and night for one or two years.  That's it. 23 

Q.   [15:51:19] There was a lot of persons in the bishopric, but do you remember 24 

these individuals in particular? 25 
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A.   [15:51:24] No, I can't remember everybody.  When the people arrived at the  1 

bishopric, (Redacted)  But how  2 

can I identify so many people?  I can't even put names to faces.  All we know is that  3 

these were people who were threatened, who were displaced, and that's it.  These 4 

are human beings who had arrived and it didn't help to ask them questions, "Why did 5 

you come?"  Everybody knew why they had come.    6 

Q.   [15:52:00] At the end of the extract, you see the Arab neighbourhood, which is 7 

peaceful, and the report says the Seleka feel at home, they are in the bars, they're 8 

walking around, freely, and openly.   9 

(Redacted) did you see that, the Seleka who were in  10 

the town openly like that? 11 

A.   [15:52:23] Yes, of course.  As I said, they were walking around freely doing 12 

their daily tasks.  It was the indigenous population who were in danger, who were 13 

threatened.  The others were fine. 14 

Q.   [15:52:47] I think we have just time for the second extract that I want to show 15 

you today.  It's short.   16 

It starts at 16:36 until 17:07.   17 

And, once again, I wait for a sign from the booth. 18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:53:06] Fine, you can go ahead. 19 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:53:12] (Interpretation of the video excerpt)  21 

"At the mosque, everything was as categoric as it was, but not in the same way.  22 

Before, there was no problems with the Christians, but they did not accept that the 23 

new President Djotodia is a Muslim.  They attacked us two times.  Afterwards, they 24 

left into the bush and they want Bozizé to return.  They killed the Muslims.  They 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-291-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 19-06-2024 89/91 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                       ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4608 
 

19.06.2024          Page 90 
 

burned down the houses.  They don't want the Islam..." 1 

MS PROULX:  [15:53:50](Interpretation) 2 

Q.   [15:53:51] Mr Witness, you saw the imam, largely what he said in the previous 3 

extract, but amongst other things he said, "They attacked us twice and then they left 4 

to go into the bush". Do you know what he's referring to? 5 

A.   [15:54:04] I really don't know, frankly speaking.  I'm surprised to see this and 6 

hear this.  When were they attacked and why?  That's the question you could ask.  7 

He, himself, says here that there were no problems, so why is there a problem now?  8 

Why would the indigenous attack them and then flee to the bush?  Mm, well, I can't 9 

enter his head, but I think about what he is saying and I'm really surprised. 10 

Q.   [15:54:54] The imam also said in this extract, "They don't want to have any 11 

Islams".  Do you think that was the problem, that the Christians couldn't accept 12 

Islam?  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:06] Just a second.  Just a second, Mr Witness, 14 

we have first to hear the Prosecutor.   15 

Ms Galupa. 16 

MS GALUPA:  [15:55:12] Thank you, Mr President.  I just think that calls for 17 

speculation.  I think the witness is not necessarily able to speak about what -- what 18 

the general issue was, if it was Islam.   19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:20] Well, I agree.  In the way Ms Proulx has 20 

worded it, indeed it calls for speculation.  I agree with you, but I would, as 21 

always -- not always, but most of time would allow you to rephrase and give it 22 

another try.  But Ms Galupa is right with regard to this wording of the question. 23 

MS PROULX:  [15:55:44](Interpretation) 24 

Q.   [15:55:44] I'm going to rephrase that.   25 
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The imam says, "They don't want any Islams or Muslims".  Was that a problem that 1 

you noticed at that time in -- given the situation as it was at that time? 2 

A.   [15:56:06] As I just said, they had their hidden agenda in their heads and their 3 

subconscious was speaking when they said that.  How can they say that the 4 

indigenous don't want to have anything to do with Islam; whereas, they were always 5 

there with us?  They know that they have a mosque.  No one attacked the mosque 6 

and it is only when the arrival of the Seleka occurred that everything happened.  7 

They might refer that perhaps we don't want to have Islam, but we've had Muslim 8 

football, councillors who were all Muslim.  They have their mosque, we have our 9 

church.  There was a cohesion between the two groups.  He's dreaming.  But he's 10 

trying to concoct something when he says all this. 11 

Q.   [15:57:14] Thank you very much. 12 

MS PROULX:  [15:57:17] This is a good time to stop. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:19] Indeed at some point in time we have to 14 

stop and it's really -- it's tiring, obviously, a nearly two-hour session, but the witness 15 

has made it through, like we also did.  Well, we're finished for today then.   16 

And thank you very much, Mr Witness, for now, but tomorrow we continue at 9:30. 17 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:57:42] All rise. 18 

(The hearing ends in private session at 3.57 p.m.)  19 
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