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(The hearing starts in open session at 9.30 a.m.)  10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:30:57] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:19] Good morning, everyone.   14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:31:26] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.   16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.   18 

And for the record, we're in open session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:41] Thank you.   20 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  OTP has changed a bit, I think.  Yeah.   21 

Ms Wakchom, good morning.  22 

MS WAKCHOM:  [9:31:56](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.  Today 23 

the Prosecution is represented by Manochitra Prathaban, Louis Rugambage, Kweku 24 

Vanderpuye and myself, Sylvie Wakchom. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:15] And the representatives of the victims are 1 

unchanged.  This applies for both teams.   2 

MS MASSIDDA:  Yes.   3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yeah.  Thank you, Ms Massidda.   4 

Ms Dimitri, also -- no, there's always changes.  No?  5 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:32:18] No, we're unchanged this morning. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:21] Unchanged.   7 

And then, finally, Mr Knoops. 8 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:32:24] I'm unchanged, Mr President.  Just in the second row, 9 

Mr Mathias Goffe. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:33] Yeah, yeah.  Okay, okay.  Thank you 11 

very much. 12 

And very importantly, of course, good morning, Mr Witness.  You're feeling well 13 

today? 14 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666 (On former oath) 15 

(The witness speaks Sango)  16 

THE WITNESS:  [9:32:47](Interpretation) Yes, I'm feeling well.  And good morning 17 

to everybody. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:51] We're glad to hear that.  And we continue 19 

with the examination by Ms Wakchom.  You have the floor.   20 

We're in open session.   21 

QUESTIONED BY MS WAKCHOM: (Interpretation) (Continuing)  22 

Q.   [9:33:17] Good morning, Mr Witness. 23 

A.   [9:33:19] Good morning. 24 

Q.   [9:33:20] I'm going to continue putting some questions to you this morning, and 25 
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I hope to have finished at the end of the second session at the latest. 1 

Firstly, I'm going to start with a clarification based on what you said yesterday in 2 

your testimony.  Yesterday afternoon, you spoke about the uncontrollable elements 3 

who were roaming around in Mbaïki and who hit the Muslims.  And here the 4 

reference is -- the French version of the transcript of 227, page 75, lines 6 to 9. 5 

I would like to know what you mean by "uncontrollable elements"? 6 

A.   [9:34:36] Good morning, again.  It's not I who said those words or used that 7 

expression, the "uncontrollable elements".  It's the chef of these rebels who used that 8 

expression, who said that there are some of their elements who were doing bad acts 9 

and they decided that those acts were uncontrollable.  It wasn't me who created that 10 

expression. 11 

Q.   [9:35:14] I understand fully. 12 

Did you tell Coeur de Lion of the actions of these uncontrollable elements as they are 13 

called? 14 

A.   [9:35:31] Yes, of course.  When he -- when they tried to attack people, I 15 

informed the chiefs so that they could undertake the necessary actions. 16 

Q.   [9:35:54] And did the chiefs actually take any steps when you informed them? 17 

A.   [9:36:12] That's up to them.  It's their responsibility.  It's the responsibility of 18 

the chiefs of the Anti-Balaka.  But what I noticed is that after this act they stopped 19 

their bad practices. 20 

Q.   [9:36:41] Thank you, that's all as far as clarifications are concerned. 21 

Yesterday, we started to talk about the presence of the Anti-Balaka in Mbaïki.  But 22 

before going back to that, I'd like to take you to a period which is prior to that, before 23 

the Anti-Balaka arrived in Mbaïki and the attack in Bangui of 5 December 2013. 24 

You already explained how the crisis of 2012-2013 caused between where you 25 
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travelled from Mbaïki and Bangui.  I'd like to remind you that we're in open session 1 

so do not provide personal information which could identify you when you answer 2 

my questions.  Is that all right? 3 

A.   [9:37:39] I've understood. 4 

Q.   [9:37:44] Could you tell the Chamber, the Court, where you were on 5 5 

December 2013? 6 

A.   [9:37:56] The 5 December 2013, I was in Bangui. 7 

Q.   [9:38:10] Can you say what happened in Bangui on 5 December 2013? 8 

A.   [9:38:19] The 5th of December I was in Bangui, and the next day, in the 9 

morning -- I think it was a Thursday -- I heard gunshots and I wanted to find out 10 

what was happening.  Around 10, 11 o'clock, we started to see bodies arriving into 11 

the mosque Ali Babolo, and at that point of time, we learnt that there were killings in 12 

our area and the bodies of certain members of the family arrived.  For example, I saw 13 

the body of a newly-wed person who lived in the neighbourhood of Fouh.  There 14 

were individuals who had wounds, which they received with a machete.  And there 15 

was also a woman where they -- who they took to the mosque Ali Babolo.  We also 16 

saw the body of Seleka soldiers who were killed during this clash.  That is what I 17 

noticed on that particular day; that's to say, 5 December. 18 

Q.   [9:39:46] Thank you, sir.  How many bodies, approximately did you see on 5 19 

December at the mosque? 20 

A.   [9:40:05] The 5 December and 6 December, there were men, women and 21 

children, and they were in total 61.  There were also people who died from their 22 

wounds, and on Saturday we buried 61 bodies -- sorry 63, bodies. 23 

Q.   [9:40:45] You already mentioned that there were victims who came from Fouh.  24 

Do you know whether there were victims who came from other places other than 25 
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Fouh? 1 

A.   [9:41:04] Yes, of course.  For example, some bodies came from Boeing, from 2 

Fouh.  I know someone there who told me that they were newlyweds and another 3 

body, as I said just now, came from the Boeing neighbourhood.  In fact, the bodies 4 

came from all over, from all the neighbourhoods of Bangui.  The majority lost their 5 

lives during those clashes. 6 

Q.   [9:41:48] I understand -- how did you know -- I understand how you know that 7 

some people came from Fouh, but how did you know that some of the bodies came 8 

from Boeing or other places? 9 

A.   [9:42:11] When we were at the mosque, the family were there, and everyone 10 

could identify the body of members of their family, and everyone, as I said, tried to 11 

identify the body -- their body.  And based on that, we could work out the 12 

neighbourhood where the bodies came from, where those killed people came from. 13 

Q.   [9:42:49] Could you describe to the Court the state of the body which you saw at 14 

the mosque? 15 

A.   [9:43:08] The majority of the bodies of the civilians had wounds received by 16 

machete.  It's true there was also wounds -- there were bodies who had gunshots, 17 

but most of them were wounds caused by machetes. 18 

Q.   [9:43:49] Who had wounds that were caused through bullet shots? 19 

A.   [9:43:59] The soldiers, the soldiers, in particular the Seleka soldiers.  But the 20 

others -- bodies had wounds caused by slashes from machetes. 21 

Q.   [9:44:29] How can you distinguish between the bodies of Seleka and civilians? 22 

A.   [9:44:38] Well, you know, the Seleka were in military uniform; whereas, the 23 

civilians were dressed in civilian clothes, so it was very easy to identify them as 24 

civilians. 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-231-Red2-ENG WT 17-05-2023 5/56 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666 

17.05.2023          Page 6 
 

Q.   [9:45:14] Outside the 63 bodies which you saw on 5 and 6 December at the 1 

mosque Ali Babolo, did you see any other bodies at the mosque? 2 

A.   [9:45:31] Subsequently, after the first and second day, there were other 3 

bodies -- two, three, four, but I didn't recognise them, but what I just told you relates 4 

to the 5th, 6th and 7th.  But the other bodies which were taken later, I didn't have 5 

time to count how many there were. 6 

Q.   [9:46:10] No -- no -- no problem, Mr Witness. 7 

These victims which you saw after 5 and 6 December, did they have the same type of 8 

wounds that you saw on the 5th and the 6th?  9 

A.   [9:46:33] I didn't understand the question.  Could you please rephrase it? 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:46:37] Ms Wakchom, I think like -- you did very 11 

nicely.  Perhaps you differentiate what -- not if they had the same, but did they have 12 

these wounds, that wounds, you see, that you just split it up -- machete wounds, 13 

bullet wounds.  Or let me -- let me do it, perhaps. 14 

Mr Witness, did these victim that you saw a couple of days later, did they also have 15 

bullet wounds and/or machete wounds? 16 

THE WITNESS:  [9:47:21](Interpretation) The bodies which were subsequently taken 17 

had wounds caused by machetes. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:34] Thank you for this clarification. 19 

Thank you, Ms Wakchom.  Please continue. 20 

MS WAKCHOM:  [9:47:44](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:47] If -- Ms Wakchom, do we have any footage 22 

or any -- this is going to come.  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  23 

MS WAKCHOM:  [9:48:06](Interpretation) 24 

Q.   [9:48:07] And amongst the victims who arrived some days later, after 5 25 
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December, were there any that wore military uniforms? 1 

A.   [9:48:19] No, no; I didn't notice that.  When we arrived the bodies were already 2 

washed.  However, on 5 December, I was present and I saw the bodies arrive.  I 3 

could identify and distinguish between the military and the civilians. 4 

Q.   [9:48:55] I'm now going to show you a photo which was taken by a journalist on 5 

5 December in Bangui and after that I'll ask you some questions. 6 

Just to warn you that this photo might trigger off painful memories, so I apologise for 7 

that already now. 8 

For the registrar, this is document at tab 13 of the Prosecution binder, 9 

CAR-OTP-2117-1194. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:50:09] It takes a while until it's on the screen.  I'll 11 

let you know. 12 

Now, I think -- now it's shortly now. and I think it can be shown to the public. 13 

MS WAKCHOM:  [9:50:48](Interpretation) 14 

Q.   [9:50:49] Mr Witness, can you see the photo displayed on the screen? 15 

A.   [9:50:57] Yes, I can see it. 16 

Q.   [9:51:02] Do you recognise the place where this photo was taken? 17 

A.   [9:51:08] Yes.  I confirm that this is the Ali Babolo mosque. 18 

Q.   [9:51:25] Could you confirm to the Court if that image corresponds to what you 19 

saw on 5 and 6 December 2013 at the mosque when you were present there? 20 

A.   [9:51:44] Yes, it is that, precisely.  You know, I spoke about a woman where the 21 

body had been burnt, and I saw that photo, that woman with her husband, yes, that is 22 

the photo, and I was present there on 5 December at the mosque. 23 

Q.   [9:52:25] Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness.  A little earlier you said 24 

that these bodies that were washed at the Ali Babolo mosque were buried later on.  25 
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Do you know where they were buried? 1 

A.   [9:52:47] Yes, the bodies were buried at the AMA school, between PK14 and 2 

PK15.  3 

Q.   [9:53:15] How long did you stay in Bangui after the attack of 5 December? 4 

A.   [9:53:31] I didn't stay long.  After the burial of the bodies I returned to the 5 

Mbaïki, perhaps it was one or two days later.  I stayed in Bangui for a very brief 6 

moment and afterwards I returned to Mbaïki, maybe two or three days later. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:09] Perhaps because I think it fits here.  You 8 

know, this -- Ms Wakchom has correctly pointed out that this might trigger very sad 9 

memories for you.  I would like to ask you if these images and what you saw these 10 

days still haunts you?  Do you still think about it?  Does that still sometimes come 11 

back to you, so to speak? 12 

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:47](Interpretation) Yes, that's very true. 13 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:54:51] The witness said in French. 14 

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:55](Interpretation) Those images make me remember a very 15 

unhappy time in my life. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:55:09] Thank you. 17 

Ms Wakchom. 18 

MS WAKCHOM:  [9:55:21](Interpretation) 19 

Q.   [9:55:22] Once again, Mr Witness, I do apologise that I've had to ask you these 20 

questions and awake the memories in you. 21 

Before moving on to another topic, I would like to know, when you were at the 22 

mosque Ali Babolo around 5 and 6 December until you left Bangui, did you meet 23 

other Muslims who were seeking refuge in that mosque? 24 

A.   [9:56:13] I didn't fully understand the question.  Please could you rephrase it? 25 
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Q.   [9:56:24] I would like to know that during the period at the beginning of 1 

December 2013, between the 5th and the day when you returned to Mbaïki, at the 2 

mosque, did you see other Muslims? 3 

A.   [9:56:57] Yes, on the date of 5 December everybody stayed at home.  There 4 

were no refugees in the mosque.  The Seleka were still present in the vicinity and the 5 

Muslims remained at home.  We only came because we were curious to find out 6 

what was happening at the mosque.  There were no refugees at the mosque on  7 

5 December. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:57:41] And later, do you have an idea, a couple of 9 

days later?  Do you have any information about that, if it stayed like that? 10 

THE WITNESS:  [9:58:04](Interpretation) I think that later, some days later, I don't 11 

know whether there was a displacement camp at Ali Babolo, I think that until the 12 

resignation of Djotodia, people remained at home.  It was only much later that the 13 

people sought refuge at the Central Mosque in Bangui. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:58:41] Thank you, Mr Witness. 15 

Ms Wakchom. 16 

MS WAKCHOM:  [9:58:52](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 17 

Q.   [9:58:54] These persons that you said were -- later sought refuge at the Ali 18 

Babolo mosque, do you have any idea where these people came from, those who went 19 

to the mosque after the resignation of Djotodia? 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:59:17] Wait a second, please.  Wait a second, 21 

Mr Witness.   22 

Ms Guissé. 23 

MS GUISSÉ:  [9:59:23](Interpretation) Yes, your Honour, I don't know whether this is 24 

a problem of transcription, but I heard that people sought refuge at the mosque Ali 25 
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Babolo.  It seems to me that they went to the Central Mosque, so I'd like to clarify the 1 

situation.  But in the previous answer, he said the Central Mosque. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:59:48] Indeed, you're right, Ms Guissé.  I think it 3 

was about the Central Mosque.  Then we have to rephrase the question a little bit.  4 

So -- but I understand that you don't have direct information what happened at the 5 

Central Mosque after the resignation of Djotodia, this is only what you heard; am I 6 

correct, Mr Witness? 7 

THE WITNESS:  [10:00:22](Interpretation) I said that the people sought refuge at the 8 

Central Mosque and not at the Ali Babolo mosque.  The Ali Babolo mosque was a 9 

mortuary.  That's where all the corpses, the dead bodies, were taken.  The Muslims 10 

sought refuge at the Central Mosque of Bangui. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:00:49] And where did you get this information 12 

from, that they sought refuge at the Central Mosque after the resignation of Djotodia? 13 

THE WITNESS:  [10:01:13](Interpretation) I left on 6 February so that I could set up 14 

in Bangui, so I was present in Bangui in -- in Kilometre 5 neighbourhood when 15 

Djotodia resigned, and after his resignation I was there and I saw everything that was 16 

happening.  No one reported to me.  I saw them myself.  I was an eyewitness.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:01:44] Thank you for correcting me, Mr Witness.  18 

That's very good.   19 

Ms Wakchom, you can continue. 20 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:01:57](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 21 

Q.   [10:01:59] We will return to this point later, in a few moments, but I would like 22 

to hark back to what happened in Mbaïki upon your return and when the Anti-Balaka 23 

were there, and more specifically, I'd like us to discuss the crimes that were 24 

committed by the Anti-Balaka in Mbaïki. 25 
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Are you aware of crimes that were committed by the Anti-Balaka in Mbaïki? 1 

A.   [10:02:39] Yes, they did commit crimes. 2 

Q.   [10:02:48] Could you tell us what crimes were committed, if you remember? 3 

A.   [10:03:04] There were no crimes committed in the centre of Mbaïki itself.  They 4 

were committed in outlying areas, areas on the outskirts of the town.  The only 5 

crimes that were committed in the centre of Mbaïki, the only crime was the murder of 6 

Djido, the mayor's deputy, but we were not there when -- when crimes were 7 

committed against Muslims in the centre of the town.  However, in outlying areas, in 8 

Bossangoa and elsewhere, many people were killed.  But in the very centre of Mbaïki 9 

there were no crimes and Mayor Djido was killed after I left.  But when I was in the 10 

centre of Mbaïki, there were no crimes committed against the Muslim population. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:12] Just for the transcript for clarification, he 12 

spoke not of Bossangoa, but of Bossongo and Bagandou, I think.  Yeah.   13 

Please, Ms Wakchom. 14 

These are so similar, but just so that we have it on the record.   15 

Yeah, please. 16 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:04:37](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 17 

Q.   [10:04:39] Regarding the crimes committed in Bossongo, could you tell us a bit 18 

more about what happened? 19 

A.   [10:04:56] Members of the Muslim community gathered together, the ones from 20 

Bangui, Bagandou, Scad, Mbata, Bouchia, Mbaïki.  When they gathered today some 21 

brothers did not want to go anywhere.  We had already gathered in Mbaïki.  There 22 

was one brother, Mahamat Ousmane, nicknamed "Werason", and he asked his family 23 

to go towards Mbaïki.  He decided to stay where he was because his wife was of the 24 

Christian faith and his in-laws asked him to stay, and they said that nothing would 25 
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happen to him.  He stayed at Bossongo and the next day the Anti-Balaka elements 1 

killed him.  They went and got him and they buried him alive.  They even left one 2 

of his arms exposed above ground.  It was his father-in-law who came and told us 3 

about what happened.  Ever -- past the PK9 checkpoint to Mbaïki, it was the 4 

Anti-Balaka who held the area and who were in charge, running the show. 5 

Q.   [10:06:49] And these elements who were in charge from PK9, whom you 6 

mentioned just now, what group did they belong to?  7 

A.   [10:07:08] Everyone knew that those elements were led by Alfred Yekatom 8 

Rambo. 9 

Q.   [10:07:36] Do you know why Tahir was killed? 10 

A.   [10:07:46] He was killed because he was Muslim.  He didn't do anything.  He 11 

had done nothing wrong.  He was just a farmer.  He was born in Mbaïki.  He grew 12 

up there and then he went to Bossongo and established himself there to farm.  He 13 

was killed just because he was Muslim.  There was no other reason. 14 

Q.   [10:08:22] Thank you, Mr Witness. 15 

You also mentioned some crimes that were committed in Bagandou.  Could you tell 16 

us a bit more about them? 17 

A.   [10:08:42] It was the imam there, Mathar Mustapha from that place, Bagandou, 18 

who had been there for more than 30 years.  When people took shelter in Mbaïki, 19 

they decided to stay.  And he thought nothing would happen to... 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:09:10] Correction, they thought nothing would happen to 21 

them. 22 

THE WITNESS:  [10:09:13](Interpretation) Once the tension grew, he wanted to leave 23 

Bagandou and take refuge.  When he got to the back bridge, some young people 24 

followed him on a motorcycle.  Those children and his in-laws fled to the bush.  The 25 
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imam stayed behind.  He thought that nothing would happen to him.  He knew 1 

those young people, they respected him.  Those young people took him -- took him 2 

to the home of a collector, put him in that house and killed him in that house.  They 3 

decapitated him and they took his head away.  They put the head at the crossroads 4 

and they put a cigarette between his lips.  But, fortunately, his in-laws and his 5 

children were able to cross the river and they walked all night to get to Mbaïki. 6 

Q.   [10:10:46] Once again, I realise that this must be very difficult for you to cast 7 

your mind back and think about all those details, but it is important for the Chamber 8 

to know what happened, because we were not actually present and we need all this 9 

information. 10 

You mentioned some young people who murdered an imam from Bagandou.  Do 11 

you know who these young people were?  Were they part of any group? 12 

A.   [10:11:36] They were not Anti-Balaka elements.  You see, at times like those, 13 

people could do whatever they wanted to do.  They were young people who we 14 

knew -- we knew exactly who they were.  One was Raffa (phon); one was called 15 

Narcisse.  The three killed him.  Why did they kill him?  Just because he had some 16 

money.  He had a shop and he had his -- his cattle farm.  So he had cash on him so 17 

they took him and that's why they killed him.  Well, I don't know, maybe after that 18 

they joined an armed group.  But I don't know what happened after that.  These 19 

were young people and we knew exactly who they were. 20 

You know, during that crisis, people's behaviour changed.  Their behaviour could 21 

change at any moment. 22 

Q.   [10:13:03] Thank you for those clarifications, sir. 23 

Do you know someone called Ali Mahamat Tibek? 24 

A.   [10:13:17] Yes, I do know that person. Ali Mahamat Tibek.  I know his story.  25 
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An Anti-Balaka base, in particular some elements controlled by Coeur de Lion were 1 

based in Bombole and the elements at Bagandou went.  His wife hid him and one 2 

week later they learned what had happened to Mahamat.  They left at night around 3 

midnight, or two or three in the morning.  They took a path through the bush and 4 

they reached Mbaïki. 5 

The Anti-Balaka were in Mbaïki and they were based -- well, they controlled all the 6 

entrance points and they were also at Scad.  They found one young person who 7 

guided them to the slaughterhouse and they came across some Anti-Balaka elements.  8 

The ComZone at the checkpoint apprehended them, tied them up and I think that it 9 

{ICR: (Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)}  10 

Q.   [10:18:25] Thank you. 11 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:18:30](Interpretation) If we could go into private session for 12 

the remaining questions.   13 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:18:30] The last two names mentioned were {ICR: 14 

(Redacted)}. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:18:41] Yes, we go to private session. 16 

(Private session at 10.18 a.m.) 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:18:56] We're in private session, Mr President. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:18:59] I understand, Ms Wakchom, of course, 19 

why -- really, and no -- but it is also important that some stories are also sometimes 20 

public, yeah.  And Mr Vanderpuye is nodding so you understand what I mean, so 21 

it's -- otherwise -- also the defence is sometimes, rightfully so, a bit complaining.  I 22 

know we have these security issues, yes; but transparency is very important also in 23 

these proceedings. 24 

Please, Ms Wakchom, continue. 25 
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MS WAKCHOM:  [10:19:47](Interpretation) Yes, of course, your Honour. 1 

Q.   [10:19:49] Thank you, Mr Witness, for providing all these details. 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

A.   [10:20:29] (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

Q.   [10:21:41] That is very clear, Mr Witness. 12 

Do you remember more or less when (Redacted)? 13 

A.   [10:22:03] No.  No, I don't remember the date because the situation was 14 

difficult.  It's true it was in January, but I can't remember the exact date. 15 

Q.   [10:22:25] Was it in early January, mid-January, or late January? 16 

A.   [10:22:40] To be specific, it was after Djotodia resigned, after mid-January, after 17 

the Anti-Balaka came in.  I suppose it was one week later.  The Seleka had already 18 

left, and I suppose that it happened after the 15th, somewhere between the 15th and 19 

the end of January. 20 

Q.   [10:23:20] I realise that it's difficult to remember the exact dates, and I thank you 21 

for that clarification. 22 

You also made mention -- you also mentioned that the elements who (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) were elements reporting to a ComZone.  Who was the ComZone? 24 

A.   [10:23:52] I don't know his name.  There were many Anti-Balakas and on that 25 
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day we just called him "ComZone", and he referred to Coeur de Lion as "boss".  But I 1 

don't know what his name was.  (Redacted) 2 

Q.   [10:24:18] Did this ComZone (Redacted) went (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)? 4 

A.   [10:24:30] (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

Q.   [10:25:13] You explained a few moments ago that (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

A.   [10:25:45] (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

Q.   [10:26:34] Now, these Anti-Balaka elements who arrested them, did they ask 17 

them any questions? 18 

A.   [10:26:47] Yes, they asked them many questions.  They (Redacted) 19 

questions.  (Redacted).  The other fellow said he was not a Muslim, that he  20 

was a Gbaya person, and (Redacted) that he had been questioned by Coeur de Lion  21 

himself.  And the other one, you see, who had said he was Gbaya, they asked him to 22 

sing in Gbaya.  He tried to sing something but Coeur de Lion was not convinced.  23 

He had something on his forehead, and Coeur de Lion said to him "You say you're 24 

not Muslim.  What's that thing on your forehead?"  He gave an explanation which 25 
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did not convince Coeur de Lion and Coeur de Lion said, "No, no, no.  That means 1 

you're a Muslim.  That's some kind of prayer -- that's something that has to do with 2 

praying."  And (Redacted) that he had said that because he was afraid.  He was 3 

afraid that he would die. 4 

Q.   [10:28:12] Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness. 5 

Now, (Redacted) and the other Muslim who was arrested, (Redacted) whether the 6 

Anti-Balaka took something from them?  (Redacted) anything about that? 7 

A.   [10:28:29] Yes, indeed.  They took (Redacted) money from him, more than 8 

200,000 CFA francs.  As for the other person, they took 12,000 francs from him and 9 

didn't give it back.  (Redacted). 10 

Now, the money, (Redacted) money was returned and ultimately (Redacted). 11 

Q.   [10:29:10] Who gave the money back, (Redacted) money? 12 

A.   [10:29:21] Coeur de Lion was the one who gave the money back.  It was in his 13 

pocket, you see.  (Redacted). 14 

Q.   [10:29:43] Did Coeur de Lion (Redacted) -- did he provide any explanation 15 

about the 12,000 francs that he didn't give back? 16 

A.   [10:29:56] The elements said that they had used that money to buy some credit 17 

so they could call their leaders.  (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) interested in the 12,000 francs.  (Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) and the 12,000 francs were not important to  20 

me so (Redacted). 21 

Q.   [10:30:37] After that, did you make any kind of complaint about what happened, 22 

to the Anti-Balaka? 23 

A.   [10:30:49] Who would I complain to when Coeur de Lion himself was there?  24 

(Redacted) that this was not what (Redacted) agreed upon. It would have been really  25 
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serious if people had been killed, but since the people weren't killed, since they were 1 

still alive, it was no longer a problem. 2 

Q.   [10:31:28] And did you talk about this incident to Mr Yekatom? 3 

A.   [10:31:34] No, I didn't speak to him about it.  No, I didn't talk about it. 4 

Q.   [10:31:51] Mr Witness, do you remember you made a statement to the OTP in 5 

2017?  I don't know whether you have a copy of your statement before you. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:32:11] We can -- if you want, if you think there is 7 

a contradiction, you can put the paragraph and tell us simply the page number.  And 8 

we put it on the screen and the witness can -- Mr Witness wait.  We are showing it 9 

on the screen what is necessary. 10 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:32:31](Interpretation) This is paragraph 65 of the statement of 11 

the witness. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:32:42] That's CAR-OTP-2059-0374.  The French 13 

version -- I don't know if we have an English version. 14 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:32:57](Interpretation) There is no English version, your 15 

Honour. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:33:02] Okay -- 2059-0374, we can show this to 17 

the witness.  And you spoke about paragraph 65, I think, yeah. 18 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:33:13](Interpretation) Paragraph 65, page 0374. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:33:38] So, perhaps, Mr Witness, you can have a 20 

look at this paragraph 65 and tell us if this jogs your memory.  21 

THE WITNESS:  [10:34:22](Interpretation) Yes, I remember. 22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:34:27] The witness says in French. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:30] So this means --  24 

THE WITNESS:  [10:34:32](Interpretation) I remember. 25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [10:34:35] The witness repeats in French. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:37] So this means, Mr Witness, if I 2 

understand you correctly, that what you see on the screen, that jogs your memory, 3 

that is what happened; is that correct, my understanding?  4 

THE WITNESS:  [10:34:52](Interpretation) Yes.  That's what happened.  (Redacted) 5 

and he promised that that would  6 

not happen again. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:10] Thank you. 8 

Ms Wakchom. 9 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:35:18](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [10:35:18] Thanks for that clarification. 11 

Apart from promising that that won't happen again, did he reprimand Coeur de Lion 12 

or the ComZone who had stopped and arrested the two men? 13 

A.   [10:35:51] No, I don't know.  I know that (Redacted) the facts and he promised 14 

that that would not happen again.  But as regards a possible punishment or 15 

reprimand, I have no information, I don't know.  That's an internal matter for the 16 

Anti-Balaka.  I know that after these facts, something similar did not happen again. 17 

Q.   [10:36:24] And when you refer to "they" in your answer, you're talking about 18 

Mr Yekatom, because (Redacted) about the incident that happened in the abattoir; is 19 

that correct? 20 

A.   [10:36:46] Yes, it's -- I'm talking about Alfred Yekatom Rambo. 21 

Q.   [10:37:15] Do you know whether the elements of Rambo who were based in 22 

Mbaïki also attacked Christians who were living in the town? 23 

A.   [10:37:26] No.  I only -- I did not see any attack against the Christians, no.  I 24 

didn't see that happening.  I cannot lie to you. 25 
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Q.   [10:37:45] A final question on this particular point:  When you were informed 1 

about the arrest of (Redacted), why did you not contact Coeur de Lion?  He had 2 

(Redacted) 3 

A.   [10:38:15] (Redacted) to call the French forces, the impartial forces, the Sangaris.  4 

During the events, I didn't really know where Coeur de Lion was.  (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) Coeur de Lion there.  He was part of those  7 

who had taken those people hostage and was prepared to kill those hostages.  So 8 

(Redacted) to call the impartial forces, the Sangaris, who intervened and who  9 

could ease the situation. 10 

Q.   [10:39:22] (Redacted) Mr Yekatom, because he  11 

promised during the meeting at the church St Jeanne d'Arc not to attack the Muslims 12 

and to punish those who did.  13 

A.   [10:39:55] Well, look, Rambo wasn't in Mbaïki at the spot.  Just imagine that the 14 

incident was happening in Mbaïki  (Redacted) in phoning Rambo  15 

who was not on the spot, when would he have come to take steps?  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) the forces that were in Mbaïki on the ground and who could react quickly. 17 

Q.   [10:40:30] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 18 

MS WAKCHOM:  [10:40:34](Interpretation) Your Honour, we can move into open 19 

session for the following questions. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:40:39] At that moment, I would have suggested 21 

it, too.  Thank you.  We go to open session. 22 

(Open session at 10.41 a.m.) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:41:02] Mr Witness, you want to speak, please.  24 

THE WITNESS:  [10:41:11](Interpretation) May I ask for your permission to go and 25 
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relieve myself, please. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:41:17] Of course.  I think we can, perhaps we 2 

can have -- are you finished until 11?  No.  Or are you?  No.   3 

Then let's have the break now until quarter past 11 and continue then.  Thank you.  4 

Let's have a break now. 5 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:41:35] All rise. 6 

(Recess taken at 10.41 a.m.)  7 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.17 a.m.) 8 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:17:10] All rise. 9 

Please be seated. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:17:27] Ms Wakchom, you still have the floor.  11 

And we are in open session. 12 

MS WAKCHOM:  [11:17:46](Interpretation) Yes, your Honour. 13 

Q.   [11:17:50] We're going to continue with your testimony, Mr Witness, and we'll 14 

move on to another topic now. 15 

Yesterday, when you were giving testimony, you said that the Muslims from the 16 

various communes in Mbaïki gathered together in Mbaïki.  And that was page 39, 17 

French version, line 1 to 2, transcript 230, yesterday's transcript.   18 

Why was it that the Muslims from the various communes gathered together in 19 

Mbaïki? 20 

A.   [11:18:38] That's true.  At the time, there were threats, hostilities.  Given 21 

everything that was going on in Bangui and other locations, those people thought it 22 

was necessary to gather together in Mbaïki, in the centre of Mbaïki.  That was the 23 

idea.  The businesspeople in Mbaïki took care of logistics so that all these Muslim 24 

people could come together, gather together in Mbaïki. 25 
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Q.   [11:19:30] You mentioned threats and hostilities.  Who was making these 1 

threats? 2 

A.   [11:19:48] The Anti-Balaka, because they were mainly targeting the Seleka, but 3 

that didn't keep them from attacking Muslim civilians.  In Mbaïki commune there 4 

were Muslims who were engaged in agriculture and cattle raising.  The Anti-Balaka 5 

groups had the Seleka as their target, but they began to be -- they began to attack 6 

civilians, which caused panic.  Consider what happened in Boyali and Bouali when 7 

people were killed.  So those were the events that led to a kind of psychosis.  People 8 

gathered together in the centre of town because there you could make telephone calls 9 

and there were forces present in the town which provided some kind of reassurance. 10 

Q.   [11:21:16] Now, the Muslims from neighbouring areas did come to Mbaïki.  11 

And could you tell us when they began arriving?  12 

A.   [11:21:31] After Michel Djotodia resigned; that is when people began to move.  13 

People with their own means of transport got to Mbaïki.  Other people who did not 14 

have any transportation, well, a team was set up to move them to the centre of Mbaïki, 15 

so logistics were put in place to move them there.  16 

Q.   [11:22:07] You just mentioned some logistics that were put in place to organise 17 

the travel.  In practical terms, how did the Muslims get to Mbaïki, these Muslims 18 

from other communes; which means of transportation? 19 

A.   [11:22:36] I've already told you, I told you that businesspeople had trucks, other 20 

vehicles, and so they made people -- made them available to people in need.  When 21 

they got to a particular place, those people would raise some money, pass the hat 22 

around, so to speak, to buy some fuel and get to Mbaïki.  23 

Q.   [11:23:08] And, so those people were leaving their homes.  Under what 24 

conditions?  Did they have time to take their personal effects with them? 25 
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A.   [11:23:26] No, no.  The conditions were difficult.  People had to rush.  People 1 

just took what was absolutely necessary.  But when it comes to goods or farm 2 

animals, no.  People who had money could, but people who did not couldn't, and 3 

they just took what was absolutely necessary and they had to leave behind their other 4 

possessions.  There was no other way. 5 

Q.   [11:24:05] You mentioned several communes around Mbaïki.  Could you give 6 

us some names, the names of locations from where the Muslims came? 7 

A.   [11:24:24] Yes, that's not a problem.  For example, Scad, Bagandou, Ndolobo, 8 

which is in Moboma commune.  Along the road there was Boukoko, Bouaka, 9 

Boguira, Ndanga, Bolimo (phon) as well.  All the way to Mbaïki on the main road 10 

from Bangui, Pissa, Café Bossongo, Bimon.  That's on the road.  There was other 11 

places, Café Machiato (phon).  12 

THE INTERPRETER:  If the interpreter understood. 13 

THE WITNESS:  [11:25:12](Interpretation) Belou, Bouchia, Bangui-Bouchia, Mbata.  14 

Also people came from Batalimo, crossed over.  So from those places, those people 15 

headed towards Mbaïki and gathered together.  In Balé-Loko commune, you find the 16 

village of Safa or the location known as Safa.  17 

MS WAKCHOM:    18 

Q.   [11:25:55] Thank you, Mr Witness.  That seems to cover quite a broad territory.  19 

Could you estimate the total number of Muslims who came from these various 20 

communes and ended up in Mbaïki when you were there? 21 

A.   [11:26:22] I don't have an exact number.  You could say an estimate, 15 or 22 

16,000 people.  23 

Q.   [11:26:45] Over what period of time did these people travel, these Muslims from 24 

all these various communes that you have mentioned? 25 
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A.   [11:27:02] People began to travel after the events, concerning Mahamat and 1 

others.  It was seven -- it was over the course of seven to 10 days.  Some people 2 

used their own means of transportation.  Some brothers in Mbaïki centre were able 3 

to make available various means of transportation to help these people. 4 

Q.   [11:27:51] (Redacted) take part in these various evacuations of people to  5 

Mbaïki? 6 

A.   [11:28:07] (Redacted) take part in that.  (Redacted) 7 

available for evacuation of my Muslim brothers. 8 

Q.   [11:28:37] As the Muslims were leaving these places that you just mentioned, 9 

was the Seleka still present? 10 

A.   [11:28:50] Yes, the Seleka were still present in Mbaïki.  They had not yet left the 11 

town.  It so happened that they would escort the displaced people. 12 

Q.   [11:29:11] Thank you.  I'd like to -- well, I'm asking about the presence, about 13 

the Seleka in the places that the Muslims were leaving from, leaving from.  Were 14 

there still Seleka forces in those places? 15 

A.   [11:29:33] No.  The Seleka were grouped together in the centre of Mbaïki.  16 

There were a few in Bagandou, and since their leader had stepped down, they all 17 

gathered in the centre of Mbaïki.  They weren't present in the places where the 18 

Muslims were coming from.  They were in the centre of Mbaïki town with a few here 19 

and there; for instance, in Pissa. 20 

Q.   [11:30:11] Did you have an opportunity to speak with these Muslims who had 21 

come from other locations? 22 

A.   [11:30:33] Talk to them about what? 23 

Q.   [11:30:35] About the reasons for their departure, why they had to leave? 24 

A.   [11:30:50] Everyone knew why.  Their lives were in danger.  If someone 25 
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quickly leaves his home, it's because he wants to get away and save his skin.  There 1 

was this threat of cleansing of Muslims from localities.  They wanted to take refuge 2 

in a place that was much safer.  That was their main purpose. 3 

Q.   [11:31:27] And they thought that Mbaïki was a safe place; is that what I am to 4 

understand? 5 

A.   [11:31:40] Well, why did they prefer to go to Mbaïki?  Because the military 6 

forces were there.  Soldiers from the Congo, from Sangaris, and Mbaïki is much 7 

closer to Bangui.  So if there were difficulties, it was easy to call for help.  But if they 8 

had been scattered here and there, 35, 45 kilometres away, it would have been 9 

difficult.  So that's why they thought it was best to gather together in the centre of 10 

Mbaïki town.  If there were problems, the Muslims could help each other out and 11 

stand together in the case of danger.  So it was easier for them to protect themselves 12 

that way.  If they were scattered, two or three families in remote areas facing a huge 13 

mass of Anti-Balaka, it would have been more difficult for them to protect themselves.  14 

So that's why they thought it was best to gather together in Mbaïki, which is a large 15 

town, and in the town there were telephones so they could call for help if they were 16 

attacked. 17 

Q.   [11:33:14] Well, when you say that they gathered in the centre of the town, were 18 

they in some kind of housing in the centre of town?  Or were they out in the open?  19 

Could you clarify for us?  20 

A.   [11:33:35] When they got there, each family in Mbaïki could house 10 -- 10 other 21 

people.  Some displaced people were taken in by imams.  Each Muslim family that 22 

had room in his compound could house 10 families, five families, three families, 23 

depending on their -- depending on the size of their compound or their house.  The 24 

men would be together.  The children would be with the women, together.  That 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-231-Red2-ENG WT 17-05-2023 26/56 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666 

17.05.2023          Page 27 
 

way they could continue living quietly.  And some were at Baguirmi, alongside the 1 

Baguirmi mosque.  Many of them settled in the Bornou neighbourhood. 2 

Q.   [11:34:51] What was the impact of this massive influx of Muslims upon daily life 3 

in Mbaïki? 4 

A.   [11:35:11] It was difficult to bear.  Just imagine you have to host many people 5 

in your house.  Sometimes you would have to spend 3 or 4,000 francs to buy food.  6 

So, given the influx of these people -- for example, in my own case, I spent 7 

20,000 -- more than 20,000 so I could feed these displaced people.  At the time 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Q.   [11:36:05] I understand that this situation did not help the situation of Muslim 11 

residents in Mbaïki.  Now, other than the difficult access to food, was it easy for 12 

Muslims to move about in Mbaïki and the surrounding areas, generally speaking? 13 

A.   [11:36:39] No.  It was impossible for them to move about.  It was difficult.  14 

They were afraid.  They could not move about.  They couldn't go out of their area.  15 

It was difficult at that time.  Only officials could move about or take motorcycles to 16 

go to Baguirmi to greet one another, then come back and ask whether there were any 17 

particular needs.   18 

So it was very difficult for people to move about freely at that time. 19 

Q.   [11:37:31] Whom were they afraid of?  Whom were the Muslims afraid of? 20 

A.   [11:37:48] They were afraid of the Anti-Balaka who were there.  The ones that 21 

they had been living alongside, they weren't afraid of them.  They were afraid of the 22 

Anti-Balaka who had come in and might assault them at any time.  They were not 23 

afraid of the local people.  They were, rather, afraid of the Anti-Balaka who had 24 

come from everywhere and those Anti-Balaka people had started to loot and steal. 25 
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Q.   [11:38:33] You mentioned that some officials or community leaders were able to 1 

move about using motorcycles or motorbikes.  Were they able to leave Mbaïki to get 2 

food? 3 

A.   [11:39:00] No.  It was not easy.  There was a perimeter.  It was difficult to go 4 

beyond that perimeter.  Even at that time it was difficult to get any manioc, cassava.  5 

It was difficult to go more than one kilometre from Mbaïki.  We were within a -- very 6 

much within a specific area or perimeter, within a neighbourhood, the Yerima 7 

neighbourhood. 8 

Q.   [11:39:45] Now, these 15 to 16,000 Muslim people, did they remain in Mbaïki? 9 

A.   [11:40:06] I haven't understood your question.  Did you mean, did they stay 10 

there permanently?  11 

Q.   [11:40:18] Yes, that's what I meant.  Did they stay there permanently once and 12 

for all or did they leave? 13 

A.   [11:40:24] No.  No.  After a while, up until 6 February, everyone left.  The 14 

only person who stayed was the late mayor.  All the others got out and left the town. 15 

Q.   [11:40:58] Could you explain to the Chamber how the Muslims of Mbaïki 16 

managed to get out of the town?  How was that organised? 17 

A.   [11:41:16] Yes.  That day the Muslims who were in Mbaïki, Chadian soldiers 18 

arrived on their vehicles and they were the ones who helped these Muslims leave the 19 

town.  And they headed to Chad.  Some people stayed at the airport and a few days 20 

after that, they flew -- they took aeroplanes to go to various locations. 21 

Q.   [11:42:01] Do you know why the Chadians came to get the Muslim people in 22 

Mbaïki? 23 

A.   [11:42:18] Well, it is true it's because in Mbaïki there was a Chadian community.  24 

So, consequently, the Chadian embassy in the CAR thought it would be good to help 25 
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the Chadian community there.  People who didn't have an embassy, because, for 1 

example, they belonged to the same religion and they were all Muslims, they took 2 

advantage of that situation to get out of there.   3 

They took advantage of the opportunity to leave the town --  4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:43:07] -- correction from the Sango booth. 5 

MS WAKCHOM:  [11:43:12](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [11:43:12] And the people who left with the Chadian soldiers, were they able to 7 

take their belongings with them? 8 

A.   [11:43:27] When the Chadian soldiers came in, I was there.  The ones who were 9 

there could not take their possessions.  They just got the men and the women and 10 

the children onto the vehicles.  Everything else stayed along the side of the road.  11 

The Christians who were there took advantage of that and they took some of the 12 

luggage that belonged to those Muslim people.  So they evacuated all those Muslims 13 

in the space of three hours.  Everything was done extremely quickly. 14 

Q.   [11:44:13] Do you know why the Muslims could not take their possessions with 15 

them? 16 

A.   [11:44:28] Just because there was no room in the vehicles.  The purpose was 17 

to -- the purpose of their coming was to evacuate people, so they had to -- well, if they 18 

had to -- they had to make a choice.  Were they going to choose people's lives or 19 

material possessions?  They were just worried about saving lives.  So it was difficult, 20 

you see.   21 

At that time, the Chadian soldiers were acting in good faith.  They came to save lives 22 

because lives were much more important than property, than possessions. 23 

Q.   [11:45:15] I understand, Mr Witness. 24 

Can you give us some idea, roughly how many trucks were sent by the Chadians to 25 
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transport the Muslims? 1 

A.   [11:45:42] I can't give you the number of vehicles because we were in -- in the 2 

Yerima neighbourhood and the vehicles left from Baguirmi.  We saw the trucks, but 3 

to tell you the exact number is difficult for me.  They started to evacuate individuals, 4 

but I cannot give you the number of individuals; whether it's one, or two, or three, or 5 

10 trucks, I don't know.  Frankly speaking, the majority of people were evacuated. 6 

Q.   [11:46:29] When you say "the majority", are you talking about the 15,000 7 

Muslims who were in Mbaïki; is that correct? 8 

A.   [11:46:44] Yes, the majority of all those people. 9 

Q.   [11:47:02] When the Muslims left in the trucks, did they go with their families or 10 

individually, if you know? 11 

A.   [11:47:22] They weren't with families.  They tended to go separately.  There 12 

were some brothers who had their own private vehicles.  I think it is à qui mieux 13 

mieux.  They regrouped and found each other at the frontier.  But when there was a 14 

question of going into the vehicles, it was done where each person went for 15 

themselves.   16 

Q.   [11:48:00] You repeated yesterday and today on several occasions that you left 17 

Mbaïki on 6 February.  So am I to understand that you left at the same time as the 18 

Muslims who were evacuated by the Chadian soldiers? 19 

A.   [11:48:27] Yes.  I was in the same convoy and we used our own vehicles.  We 20 

were escorted.  We, in Bangui, we went to Kilometre 5 so that we could continue 21 

with the other displaced so that we could go to the border together. 22 

Q.   [11:49:00] What border are you referring to? 23 

A.   [11:49:08] I'm talking about the evacuation to Chad.  Firstly, it was Sido in the 24 

Central African Republic, then they went Sido, Chad.  They were based at the border 25 
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of Chad with the Central African Republic, principally in the town of Sido. 1 

Q.   [11:49:42] When you said "we went to Kilometre 5", you're talking about you 2 

and your family? 3 

A.   [11:49:59] Yes, indeed.  There were some who had the means to use their own 4 

private vehicles.  I was with my brothers and my sisters.  Some brothers who had 5 

their own vehicles took advantage of the escort to go to Kilometre 5 and the convoy 6 

continued until the frontier, the border. 7 

Q.   [11:50:42] Your family, did they remain in Kilometre 5? 8 

A.   [11:50:53] Yes -- no.  My brothers and myself stayed, but my mother, my sister, 9 

in any case the women and the girls, left.  Only the men - my brothers and 10 

myself - we remained. 11 

Q.   [11:51:26] Why did you decide that the women and girls should leave? 12 

A.   [11:51:44] Because for us, there was nowhere else to go.  We only know the 13 

Central African Republic.  We were born in the Central African Republic, so we 14 

didn't really want to take refuge in another country.  We wanted to stay in Bangui, 15 

and the only possibility for us was perhaps to go to the northern part of CAR where 16 

there is a strong Muslim community.  We have no other country where we could go 17 

to.  We are born in the Central African Republic.  We have not put foot into another 18 

country.  We have no relatives abroad, so we thought it was necessary that we stay.  19 

The women could go and remain in the refugee camps, but we, the men, we remained 20 

in Kilometre 5 waiting. 21 

Q.   [11:52:54] And the women and the girls went to which refugee camp? 22 

A.   [11:53:11] They were based in N'Djamena refugee camp which is in the town of 23 

Sido. 24 

Q.   [11:53:33] And this camp of N'Djamena is in Chad; is that correct? 25 
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A.   [11:53:41] Yes, indeed.  It is in Chad, in the town of Sido.  They were taken 1 

there.  There were two camps, and the repatriation was taken -- was done by the 2 

Chadian authorities.  And they were placed where they were. 3 

Q.   [11:54:12] The women in your family, did they explain the conditions of the 4 

camps in N'Djamena?  5 

A.   [11:54:33] Yes.  It wasn't very easy in the beginning.  After that, they went to 6 

the town of Moundou that was the closest town.  They faced difficulties.  They 7 

sought shelter and they used the palm leaves.  The conditions -- the living conditions 8 

were not very easy.  They were under tarps.  The others remained in Maiama 9 

(phon).  My family, however went to the town of Moundou. 10 

Q.   [11:55:29] Talking about the members of your family, how long did they stay in 11 

Moundou?  12 

A.   [11:55:44] Members of my family are still there in that town. 13 

Q.   [11:55:58] Do you know whether they intend to return to the Central African 14 

Republic? 15 

A.   [11:56:10] No.  They are waiting for peace before they return to Mbaïki.  You 16 

know, when your country's -- that's where you feel happiest, so they hope that peace 17 

will return so that they can come back.  But in the meantime, members -- the 18 

members of my family are waiting for true peace before they return. 19 

Q.   [11:57:08] You and your brothers, you remained in PK5 with your brothers.  20 

Can you describe the situation at PK5 when you arrived there? 21 

A.   [11:57:29] We left Mbaïki thinking that we would go to PK5, but the situation 22 

was very difficult.  It's a neighbourhood that was grouping all the Muslim 23 

community.  In Kilometre 5 in 2014-2015, that was a period that was extremely 24 

difficult.  If there was no gunshots in the morning, then it happened in the evening.  25 
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It was a very difficult period.  We couldn't find enough food.  And in this enclave 1 

we stayed for about one year.  We didn't have anywhere else to go.  We survived, 2 

thanks to the mercy of God and security -- then relative security returned to the 3 

country which allowed us to continue living, more or less. 4 

Q.   [11:58:53](Microphone not activated) You're talking about the enclave in PK5 5 

which held many Muslims.  Where did these Muslims come from who were in PK5? 6 

A.   [11:59:19] The Muslims who were gathered in Kilometre 5 almost came from all 7 

the neighbourhoods of Bangui.  There were also those who came from the provinces 8 

like Lobaye, l'Ombella-M'Poko.  They all found themselves together in PK5. 9 

Q.   [11:59:54] Can you give us an idea of the number of Muslims who were in 10 

Kilometre 5 between 2014-2015 when you were there?  11 

A.   [12:00:07] At the end of 2014 or between February, March, the last convoy, after 12 

the census and the figures given by OIM, we were less than 1,000 individuals, but the 13 

number swelled to about 2,000 individuals. 14 

Q.   [12:00:49] Was it easy for these Muslims to move around in PK5 and outside 15 

PK5? 16 

A.   [12:01:11] You know, in the 5th arrondissement there were 29 neighbourhoods 17 

and the Muslims lived in two or three of these neighbourhoods.  In the other 18 

neighbourhoods there were Christians, so it was difficult to go out of that particular 19 

perimeter.  You would run the risk of being killed.  It was impossible for those who 20 

were there to leave. 21 

Q.   [12:01:50] And what did you do to find food and supplies if it was impossible to 22 

leave PK5? 23 

A.   [12:02:04] Well, you know, Kilometre 5 is the economic heart of the Central 24 

African Republic.  We had some stock and we lived from this stock, the storage.  25 
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We had rice and that allowed us to survive whilst we were waiting for peace to come 1 

back. 2 

Q.   [12:02:48] You mentioned that some neighbourhood of Kilometre 5 were with 3 

Christians.  Were there also Anti-Balaka at Kilometre 5? 4 

A.   [12:03:09] Not in Kilometre 5.  There was -- Kilometre 5 is in the 3rd 5 

arrondissement and around Kilometre 5 there were Anti-Balaka.  For example, in 6 

Castor there were Christians who lived there.  In Fatima also, that neighbourhood, 7 

you had Christians, and the Muslims were in the centre of Kilometre 5.  There was 8 

Bayadumbia (phon), quarter Yalouna (phon) and there was also Muslims next to the 9 

Central Mosque.  But other than that, there weren't. 10 

Q.   [12:04:11] Did the Anti-Balaka come to Kilometre 5 when the Muslims were 11 

there? 12 

A.   [12:04:22] You know, these attacks were regular.  Their aim was to eradicate 13 

Kilometre 5.  They came almost every single day.  We were surrounded.  They had 14 

their bases around Kilometre 5. 15 

Q.   [12:05:08] This morning you spoke about Muslims who were in the Central 16 

Mosque.  You, yourself, were you at the Central Mosque to see these Muslims who 17 

sought refuge at the Central Mosque?  18 

A.   The Central Mosque -- between the Central Mosque and where I was living, 19 

that's about 800 metres or one kilometre distance, so we could meet and exchange 20 

news.  I saw women, children, old people who were under tarps.  If I went in the 21 

morning and -- if I couldn't go in the morning, I would go in the evening just to talk 22 

with them and see what was going on. 23 

Q.   [12:06:21] Can you describe what the conditions -- what the living conditions 24 

were for the people who sought refuge at the Central Mosque in Bangui since you 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-231-Red2-ENG WT 17-05-2023 34/56 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666 

17.05.2023          Page 35 
 

went there regularly? 1 

A.   [12:06:35] Well, as I said to you, they were under dire conditions.  They were 2 

living under tents, under tarps. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:06:47] Ms Dimitri. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:06:57] Thank you, Mr President.  Can I have a -- I should have 5 

rose earlier -- a bit of a time frame here?  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:07:00] When we're talking, Mr Witness, about 7 

people taking refuge at the Central Mosque, could you provide us with a time frame?  8 

You might not know perhaps the exact date, but that we can orientate ourselves.  So 9 

I think you came 6 February to Bangui, as you have said.  From there on, could you 10 

provide us at least with an estimate, what time we're talking about? 11 

THE WITNESS:  [12:07:39](Interpretation) Yes, of course.  I arrived in the month of 12 

February.  Shortly thereafter, those who lived in the neighbourhood started to come 13 

in.  I would say mid-February until the end of 2017, people were in that area. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:07:59] Thank you, Mr Witness. 15 

Ms Wakchom. 16 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:08:10](Interpretation) 17 

Q.   [12:08:10] You're talking about mid-February 2014; is that correct? 18 

A.   [12:08:17] That is correct. 19 

Q.   [12:08:23] Do you know roughly how many Muslims were at the Central 20 

Mosque? 21 

A.   [12:08:40] There were several tens of families who were living there in that 22 

centre for displaced persons, maybe 10 families or more. 23 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:08:51] The witness says in French.  24 

THE WITNESS:  (Interpretation) A dozen or so families. 25 
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MS WAKCHOM:  [12:09:04](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [12:09:04] And were all the Muslims who arrived at the mosque -- at the Central 2 

Mosque during this period, did they all remain at the Central Mosque or did they 3 

leave at a certain point in time? 4 

A.   [12:09:23] The majority of them who remained came from Miskine, Cinquième 5 

and they remained in the mosque until 2017.  After that, the NGOs tried to help 6 

them to regain their own homes.  There were some who had already occupied their 7 

homes and who had left in exile, so the houses that were still intact were re-occupied.  8 

That's what happened. 9 

Q.   [12:10:20] When you were in PK5, did you see the convoys of Muslims who 10 

were leaving from Bangui? 11 

A.   [12:10:38] Yes, indeed.  When I arrived, I saw the last convoy leave.  Even 12 

with those who arrived with me in Mbaïki, they left by using the last convoy.  On 13 

that day, the president of the transition didn't want the last convoy to leave and the 14 

road was closed.  If the road had not been closed by the president, we would have all 15 

left, so the transitional president said that the road be closed, and we others remained 16 

in Kilometre 5. 17 

Q.   [12:11:32] Before continuing, I'd like to ask you a small question of clarification 18 

as regards the arrival of the Muslims in Mbaïki.  You explained to us that the 19 

Muslims fled the surrounding neighbourhoods of Mbaïki after the resignation of 20 

Djotodia.  Could you confirm that at that time, after the resignation of Djotodia, the 21 

Seleka had already left Mbaïki? 22 

A.   [12:12:10] After the resignation of Djotodia, the Seleka were still in Mbaïki for 23 

some time.  After the evacuation of the Muslims towards central Mbaïki, they left the 24 

town to continue going towards Berberati.  They left the town to go to Berberati. 25 
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Q.   [12:12:39] And how much time after the resignation of Djotodia did the Seleka 1 

leave Mbaïki? 2 

A.   [12:12:54] I can't remember.  Maybe it was two weeks later.  They didn't 3 

remain much longer.  They left, I think, before the month of February.  I think they 4 

left well before that time; I think probably January. 5 

Q.   [12:13:24] After the evacuation of the first group of the predominantly Muslim 6 

group, were there other Muslims who remained in Mbaïki? 7 

A.   [12:13:42] Yes.  There was the Malian community who remained.  And the 8 

deceased mayor Djido remained for 48 hours.  The Malian community was also 9 

evacuated.  The only person who remained was the mayor and his family. 10 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:14:23](Interpretation) Your Honour, could we please move 11 

into private session? 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:29] For long, or -- because, we have an 13 

audience, I can explain. 14 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:14:44](Interpretation) I would like to cover this section dealing 15 

with the death of the mayor and, therefore, I think private session is necessary. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:14:55] Is it, really?  I don't know.  I'm not so 17 

sure.   18 

Well, Ms Dimitri, shortly. 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:15:07] Perhaps just the providing of the item could be given in 20 

private session and then the incident itself in public. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:15:19] I think we can do it that way.  I 22 

think -- and that would perhaps be an idea, indeed.  Please continue.  With regard 23 

to the item, when you do -- want to do that first, we can do that in private session, 24 

and from there on, we can continue and you can tell the witness that he should not 25 
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reveal via his answers his identity, yeah.   1 

So we go shortly to private session.  Do we understand -- do I stand correctly?  2 

Yeah.  Okay.  For the audience, this is a protected witness and obviously when 3 

issues are discussed that could reveal the identity we have to do that so that you can't 4 

hear what is being said, and we want to reduce this as much as possible for the sake 5 

of the transparency of the proceedings, but we have now to go shortly to private 6 

session. 7 

(Private session at 12.16 p.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:16:42] We're in private session, Mr President. 9 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:16:58](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [12:17:00] Mr Witness, before putting you -- some questions to you directly 11 

about the death of the mayor, I would like to ask you -- I would like to check with 12 

you.   13 

(Redacted) which is found at tab 6  14 

of the Prosecution's binder, ERN CAR-OTP-2059-0388.   15 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:17:45](Interpretation) For the time being, could we just put  16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted).  CAR-OTP-2059-0384. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:12] It's on the screen now, Mr Witness.  19 

Could you have a look if this is part of (Redacted)?  20 

THE WITNESS:  [12:18:33](Interpretation) (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted). 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:43] And (Redacted)? 23 

THE WITNESS:  [12:18:53](Interpretation) (Redacted). 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:03] Do you have in that regard, (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted).  Do you have further questions?  Because I think we could  1 

watch it in open session.  That's not a problem then, if we have clarified that.  Yes, is 2 

that okay? 3 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:19:21](Interpretation) Open session so that it can be... 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Open session. 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:19:31] Mr President, just before...  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:32] Yes, Ms Dimitri.  7 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:19:35] Just a clarification:  I heard in French (Redacted).  In 8 

answer to your question whether or not this was (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted).  It's as if the witness spoke about (Redacted), if we could just  10 

clarify. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:55] So, Mr Witness, was this, where we see a 12 

part of it still on the screen, was it (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)? 14 

THE WITNESS:  [12:20:17](Interpretation) No.  (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted). 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:20:28] Thank you.   17 

Open session.  18 

(Open session at 12.20 p.m.) 19 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:20:49] We're in open session, Mr President. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:21:01] Mr Witness, like in the other session, if 21 

you need a break, please let us know, just raise your hand and then it's fine, yeah, 22 

okay. 23 

Perhaps we can show it now.  I think it's not about translation or any issues, then we 24 

can simply play it. 25 
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MS WAKCHOM:  [12:21:25](Interpretation)  1 

Q.   [12:21:25] Before showing the footage, could I ask you this:  Did you remain in 2 

touch with the mayor after leaving Mbaïki, Mayor Djido?  3 

A.   [12:21:54] Yes, I did remain in touch with him on an ongoing basis.  I would 4 

call him every morning to find out what was going on at that place and also to get 5 

some news about his family.  I remained in touch with him until the day of his 6 

death. 7 

Q.   [12:22:18] And when you spoke to him for the last time, when was that? 8 

A.   [12:22:28] The last time was on the Friday.  I called him in the morning.  I 9 

didn't go to prayer either because there were rumours that there would be an attack 10 

so I stayed at home.  I called him and he said to me that he had received threats.  11 

He was being attacked and I could hear the sound of hostile people, and then after 12 

that I heard about his death. 13 

Q.   [12:23:10] Did he tell you who these people were, these hostile people who were 14 

attacking him? 15 

A.   [12:23:28] No.  He just said to me that he was being attacked and that he was 16 

getting threats.  Someone apparently had taken the phone away from him.  He said, 17 

"I'm being attacked.  I'm being threatened."  Those were the two words I remember.  18 

After that, I called someone who was in the neighbourhood with him and he told me 19 

that a group of people had attacked Djido and they accused him of sheltering some 20 

people.  That's what happened.   21 

Q.   [12:24:17] You said Friday, it was on a Friday.  Do you remember the particular 22 

date or at least the month and the year? 23 

A.   [12:24:40] I do know it was on a Friday, but I don't know what specific date.  I 24 

can say that it was in February of 2014.  It was a Friday but I don't remember the 25 
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exact date. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:25:01] That's no problem, Mr Witness.  It 2 

is -- let me put it this way.  It's quite clear when it happened. 3 

Perhaps before we show it, one other question, Mr Witness. 4 

Do you recall anything else that the mayor told you on that day, on that Friday, and 5 

also the neighbour?  Any detail, even small as it may be.  Do you recall anything 6 

you spoke about or he spoke about, he told you?  7 

THE WITNESS:  [12:25:56](Interpretation) When I called him, he said, "I'm being 8 

threatened.  I'm being attacked."  The telephone cut out and I called his neighbour.  9 

His neighbour told me that a whole crowd of people had attacked the mayor and 10 

those people had moved towards the Gendarmerie.  I called another person who 11 

confirmed this and they were about to bury him.  His family had been taken to a safe 12 

place and we received confirmation after that that, indeed, he had been killed. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:26:45] I think we --  14 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:26:49](Interpretation) Perhaps a correction to the transcript.   15 

Q.   [12:26:53] Line 21, you said that the mayor was attacked and that they left him.  16 

I think I heard that they lynched him.  Which one was it?  They left him? 17 

A.   [12:27:21] The word was "lynched". 18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:27:23] Says the witness in the French language. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:27:26] No problem, Ms Wakchom.  You're 20 

speaking French, it's clear, but we have to wait until the translation is through.  21 

Thank you. 22 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:27:44](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 23 

Q.   [12:27:45] You also said that some people who had attacked the mayor had 24 

accused him of sheltering some people.  Which people were they talking about? 25 
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A.   [12:28:09] There were many rumours floating around.  He was accused of 1 

protecting people who had evil intentions.  It was only later on that it emerged 2 

that -- the Abbe, the priest actually had said that there was no longer the possibility 3 

and it was Djido and that there were no longer any Muslims.  He stayed.  It was just 4 

one person.  I don't know who had given that information to them, but basically 5 

these were rumours -- rumours floating about. 6 

Q.   [12:29:05] You've had an opportunity to review the video footage during the 7 

familiarisation process; isn't that so? 8 

A.   [12:29:20] Yes, I did have that opportunity. 9 

Q.   [12:29:27] My colleague is now going to play a passage from this footage, and 10 

then I will ask you to identify a number of people.  But, first of all, for the record, for 11 

the transcript, we already have the ERN number of the video footage.   12 

The translation is at tab 18 of the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2118-5633.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:30:05] Mr Witness, you want to have the floor? 14 

THE WITNESS:  [12:30:10](Interpretation) Your Honour, if I could please have a 15 

break to relieve myself. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:30:22] Of course.  Please.  Yes, you can go.  17 

And I think we stay here, yeah.  Please, you can go. 18 

In the meantime, Ms Wakchom, in the meantime, when are you going to finish the 19 

examination? 20 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:31:06](Interpretation) I don't have much more to cover after 21 

this incident.  We'll discuss the impact of it and then I will have finished. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:31:17] Ms Massidda. 23 

MS MASSIDDA:  [12:31:22] Your Honour, I have, I think, to cover a few questions.  24 

I'd estimate 20 minutes maximum, I think, depending, of course, of what will be 25 
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covered in the impact issue by the Prosecution. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:31:38] I think they have -- I think they have done 2 

already quite a lot, Ms Wakchom, but we will see.  And then if you can already tell 3 

us what -- what your estimates are.  I know it was five hours, so can you provide us, 4 

perhaps, with an update. 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:31:58] Of course, Mr President, as your Honours probably notice 6 

with the last witness, we used the evening to really focus and be concise, and we 7 

intend to do exactly the same.  So if -- if, if it would be agreeable to your Honours, 8 

we could use the rest of the day and, of course, tomorrow which is a public holiday in 9 

order to be very short and much shorter than what we anticipated on Monday. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:32:28] Actually, that is what I anticipated a little 11 

bit, I have to say, because, you know, when you are such a long time in the courtroom 12 

with the same people, you get an idea how they work, and so on.  That's fine, of 13 

course, with us. 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:32:44] Thank you very much, Mr President. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:32:46] So we'll see.  I don't know if we 16 

can finish -- it would be, of course, good if we could finish until 1 o'clock, so that 17 

don't -- we have already a relatively long, let's say, session, but we will see.  Let's 18 

give it a try. 19 

Ms Wakchom, let's wait a second. 20 

Thank you, Mr Witness, and we are now going, I think -- or do you have further 21 

questions before we play?  No, I think you were intending to play it now.  Yeah.  22 

So then, let's see the video footage. 23 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:33:32](Interpretation) First of all, for the transcript, this is from 24 

01 to timestamp 2:30, timestamp 01 to timestamp 02:30.  My colleague is going to 25 
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play this footage now, and we don't require interpretation.  The images will be 1 

sufficient. 2 

Q.   [12:34:03] After viewing the footage, we'll show you a few screenshots and we 3 

will ask you to identify some people in particular. 4 

(Playing of the video excerpt) 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:36:08] So this is the first screenshot so we can 6 

ask the witness, yeah. 7 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:36:15](Interpretation) Timestamp 1:12, please.   8 

Q.   [12:36:21] Can you tell us whether you recognise anyone from this screenshot, 9 

Mr Witness.  10 

A.   [12:36:38] Yes.  I recognise that person, but it would be better for us to go into 11 

private session so I could give you his name. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:36:51] Private session. 13 

(Private session at 12.37 p.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:37:12] We're in private session, Mr President. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:37:15] Thank you.   16 

Mr Witness, we are now in private session.  You can give us the name if you know 17 

the person. 18 

THE WITNESS:  [12:37:29](Interpretation) The person I see here is Prince Mondonga. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:37:40] And who is he?  What can you tell us 20 

about him? 21 

THE WITNESS:  [12:37:57](Interpretation) (Redacted) 22 

There was nothing between us, but I was surprised to see him amongst the mayor's 23 

killers. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:13] Ms Wakchom. 25 
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MS WAKCHOM:  [12:38:16](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [12:38:16] Do you know what role he played in the killing of the mayor? 2 

A.   [12:38:27] No.  I don't know what role he played.  I just saw him in this 3 

(Redacted). 4 

Q.   [12:38:41] What did you see him do in the video footage? 5 

A.   [12:38:50] As you just saw, as we saw, he had some knives and he was amongst 6 

the people who were cut -- who were decapitating the mayor.  He was killed in front 7 

of everyone and dragged to the Mbaïki roundabout. 8 

Q.   [12:39:21] Why were you surprised to see Prince Mondonga on this video? 9 

A.   [12:39:39] Just because he was a good person.  I didn't think -- he wasn't one of 10 

the Anti-Balaka so I don't know why he suddenly changed -- why his behaviour 11 

changed like that.  A human being can change behaviour at any time, but in the past, 12 

he had been a person who behaved very well, so that's why I said I was surprised to 13 

see him amongst these young people.  He himself knew the mayor very well. 14 

Q.   [12:40:28] We will now move on to the second screenshot.  Time stamp 01:41.  15 

Do you recognise the person here in this screenshot? 16 

A.   [12:41:11] That's the company commander, Mr Yves Lamaka-Soui.  He was a 17 

company commander. 18 

Q.   [12:41:30] Do you know what role he played in the killing of the mayor? 19 

A.   [12:41:41] I really don't know what role he played.  But I do know one thing, as 20 

the company commander -- well, you see, Djido had an arc that he was -- a bow he 21 

was defending himself with and, you see, although he was protected by the company 22 

commander, he wouldn't have been killed.  Oddly enough, after his death, he hung 23 

around and I don't know truly what role he played, either directly or indirectly in the 24 

killing. 25 
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Q.   [12:42:31] Thank you.  Before we move on to the third screenshot, I'd like to ask 1 

you for one clarification.  A few moments ago you said that Prince Mondonga was 2 

not a member of the Anti-Balaka, how did you know that?  3 

A.   [12:42:54] Well, we knew.  He was a young fellow from Mbaïki.  When the 4 

Seleka was still there, we knew who was Seleka and who wasn't.  He wasn't 5 

Anti-Balaka.  He wasn't Anti-Balaka. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:43:06] Before we turn to the next screenshot, I 7 

would like to ask you, Mr Witness, the company commander, what can you tell us 8 

about him?  The same question that I asked you with regard to the first person.  Do 9 

you know if -- what kind of guy was he?  Was he a member of any group?  Was he 10 

a neighbour?  You see, such things.  What do you know about him? 11 

THE WITNESS:  [12:43:44](Interpretation) The company commander -- I have no 12 

information about him.  When he got there at the time of the Seleka, he was a 13 

company commander assigned to the town of Mbaïki, and he cooperated with 14 

Colonel Anour who was commanding the Seleka elements and (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

and, once back, they were arrested at a checkpoint.  And they wanted to lynch them.  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

and so they took the vehicle from the prefect with some gendarmes in the vehicle.  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted).  That's what I can tell you.  That's what I  25 
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know about him. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:36] Well, that's quite a lot, Mr Witness.   2 

A question just to clarify and then we have it on the record.  Was the company 3 

commander an Anti-Balaka? 4 

THE WITNESS:  [12:46:00](Interpretation) No, the company commander was not an 5 

Anti-Balaka.  He was an authority figure representing the state and he had been 6 

assigned to that location by the state.  He was working in Bangui until the 7 

Anti-Balaka arrived and when we were evacuated, he stayed in the town of Mbaïki.  8 

To the best of my knowledge, he was not an Anti-Balaka member. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:46:29] Ms Wakchom. 10 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:46:36](Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [12:46:36] Just to clarify, Mr Witness.  You've just said as far as you know, the 12 

company commander of the gendarmerie was not an Anti-Balaka.  Can you confirm 13 

that when the mayor was killed, you were no longer in Mbaïki; is that correct? 14 

A.   [12:47:08] Yes, I can confirm that I wasn't in Mbaïki.  I was in Bangui. 15 

Q.   [12:47:14] And I suppose you cannot confirm with certainty who the other 16 

residents were who joined the Anti-Balaka after your departure; is that correct? 17 

A.   [12:47:40] That's correct.  I do not know who joined the movement after our 18 

departure.  I'm not in a position to tell you. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:47:51] So, next screenshot, please. 20 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:47:59](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [12:47:59] We're now going to move to the last image, which is at minute 02:29.  22 

Do you recognise the lady who's wearing a blue T-shirt? 23 

A.   [12:48:22] No, I don't recognise her. 24 

Q.   [12:48:27] Do you have any information as regards this lady that you don't 25 
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recognise? 1 

A.   [12:48:36] Yes, I did get some information, saying that she was Anti-Balaka.  2 

She was the one who cut off the genitals of the mayor. 3 

Q.   [12:48:55] And who told you that she belonged to the Anti-Balaka? 4 

A.   [12:49:05] It's the (Redacted).  I said, "But this  5 

woman, who is this woman?" and the person answered that this was an Anti-Balaka 6 

and she was in the Rambo movement. 7 

Q.   [12:49:32] And do you know how this person knew that this lady was part of the 8 

Rambo movement? 9 

A.   [12:49:49] It's a youth who was living in Mbaïki.  He knew who was from the 10 

neighbourhood, who came to Mbaïki -- who came to Mbaïki.  He was born in Mbaïki.  11 

He knew that.  For example, Prince, he wasn't in the Anti-Balaka movement, and if it 12 

was somebody not from the neighbourhood who arrived, and if you give the name, 13 

if -- the name of their family, then I know.   14 

But he arrived from elsewhere and was in the Anti-Balaka movement at that time. 15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:50:32] Sorry, not "he".  Correction: "she arrived". 16 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:50:40](Interpretation) Thank you for that clarification. 17 

Q.   [12:50:42] You gave testimony that you left Mbaïki with your family in 18 

February 2014.  Do you know what happened to your house in Mbaïki? 19 

A.   [12:50:59] After my departure, the information that I received from neighbours 20 

and people I know from that place, I was told that (Redacted) 21 

shortly thereafter.  His elements (Redacted).  There was somebody called  22 

Alkanto, I don't know his real name.  (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:33] This -- it was good to have this in private 5 

session, of course, because of the information, but when you want to go more into the 6 

impact, perhaps we can consider to go to open session. 7 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:52:57](Microphone not activated) 8 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:53:03] There's no microphone. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:53:05] So we can go to open session, I 10 

understand, yeah. 11 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:53:10](Interpretation) Yes, we can move in to open session. 12 

(Open session at 12.53 p.m.) 13 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:53:31] We are in open session, Mr President. 14 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:53:50](Interpretation) 15 

Q.   [12:53:51] A final question about the subject we just were talking about:  What 16 

was the state of your home when the Anti-Balaka left your house? 17 

A.   [12:54:13] The house had been vandalised, the ceilings, the furniture which were 18 

in the house had been taken away, so the house was in a poor state, completely 19 

vandalised. 20 

Q.   [12:54:42] We're going to now end your testimony by talking about the impact 21 

that these series of events had on your life and that of your family and your 22 

community. 23 

You said that your family left and went to Chad and are still there.  How did you 24 

experience this separation from your own family? 25 
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A.   [12:55:26] I think this conflict had an enormous impact on my family.  It was a 1 

very big family.  We separated.  I have lost some brothers who died during exile.  2 

Today, we haven't been able to come together yet.  Before, I was stable, I had my 3 

own work, I did my own activities.  But for the moment I'm living in a house, I'm 4 

forced to pay rent, I'm with a family who live -- because they live abroad.  I'm a man, 5 

I'm trying to turn the page and start afresh, but it's not easy at all.  You know, when 6 

you have a family who live outside, abroad, every end of -- at the end of every month, 7 

I try and send them money for food, for health, but when we were living together as a 8 

family, it was possible to share the little we had.  Our separation and the fact that 9 

they live elsewhere has a very negative impact on me.  I have brothers who've lost 10 

their lives.  Today, I don't know, it's true if we would have the possibility of coming 11 

together again one day.  But if the situation doesn't develop, I fear that we'll never 12 

have an opportunity to see each other again, to come together again.  So the impact 13 

on my personal life is very negative and very real. 14 

Q.   [12:57:33] Are you in a position to go and return to Mbaïki to live there? 15 

A.   [12:57:44] No.  I couldn't live there, but (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted).  It's not easy for me.  Before,  17 

we lived together, we cohabited, so to live alone over there, it's not very easy for me.  18 

I'm not ready for that yet. 19 

Q.   [12:58:26] Thank you, Mr Witness. 20 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:58:30](Interpretation) Your Honour, can we very briefly go 21 

into private session.  I have a few remaining questions which I'd like to put to the 22 

witness. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:37] And perhaps, is it realistic that we -- that 24 

we finish before the break, because -- Ms Massidda, do you have a lot of questions? 25 
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MS MASSIDDA:  [12:58:51](Interpretation) I think five -- (Speaks English) Sorry, I 1 

think five, Mr President. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:57] So, well, let's go to private session and try 3 

it. 4 

(Private session at 12.59 p.m.) 5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:59:20] We're in private session, Mr President. 6 

MS WAKCHOM:  [12:59:25](Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [12:59:25] Mr Witness, I have a last clarification which I'd like to put to you.  8 

This relates to this brother you talked about (Redacted) of the death of  9 

the mayor.  Are you in a position to give us the name of that person?  We are in 10 

private session so no one in the public can hear what you are saying. 11 

A.   [12:59:54] I think this question has already been put to me by the investigators 12 

when (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:00:33] Let me put it this way, we are not 18 

going -- of course not going to force you to tell us the name.   19 

Open session.  20 

(Open session at 1.01 p.m.) 21 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:01:00] We are back in open session, Mr President. 22 

MS WAKCHOM:  [13:01:09](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Witness.  I am reaching 23 

the end of my questions.  I would like to extend a warm thank you to you.  I've no 24 

further questions. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:01:23] Thank you very much, Ms Wakchom.   1 

I give the floor now to Ms Massidda.  And you bear in mind, you have enough 2 

experience, that quite something -- quite some issues with regard to the impact have 3 

been covered.  Please, you have the floor. 4 

MS MASSIDDA:  [13:01:43] Yes, your Honour.  I will only concentrate on few 5 

things that relates himself, because he gave a lot of information about the Muslim 6 

community --  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yes.  Yes, please.   8 

MS MASSIDDA: -- that I would like him to say something about him. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:01:54] Yes. 10 

QUESTIONED BY MS MASSIDDA: (Interpretation)  11 

Q.   [13:02:08] Good day, Mr Witness.  I have a few questions of clarifications for 12 

you.  The first deals with the time when you were still in Mbaïki.  Just to give you a 13 

time frame, before the evacuation. 14 

You explained on several occasions yesterday and today that the Muslims who 15 

arrived in Mbaïki were housed in compounds of other Muslims in Mbaïki.   16 

And if you'd like the reference for the records --  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  No, we recall that.  We recall that.  Please.   18 

MS MASSIDDA:  [13:02:40] Perfect.  Thank you.   19 

Q.   [13:02:43] You also said that you yourself gave money to feed persons who I 20 

understand were in your compound.  If that's the case, how many families did you 21 

house in your compound in Mbaïki? 22 

A.   [13:03:16] The persons who I housed, because my compound was big, I had two, 23 

I could say that I housed at least seven families, maybe seven or eight families in my 24 

compound. 25 
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Q.   [13:03:35] Do you know for how long you housed them and where they came 1 

from? 2 

A.   [13:03:59] They didn't spend a lot of time with me, perhaps after the departure 3 

of Djotodia until we left, their same -- Bagandou, M'Poko, Scad and other places. 4 

Q.   [13:04:22] And the difficulties which you described this morning as regards the 5 

people who sought refuge in the Muslim compounds, does that also apply to 6 

the -- was that true also for the people that you were housing? 7 

A.   [13:04:49] What incident are you referring to?  I didn't quite understand the 8 

question.  Could you perhaps rephrase it, please.  9 

Q.   [13:04:57] You said this morning that there were many difficulties for these 10 

people because there was no food, there were difficult conditions, and you spoke in 11 

general terms about families who had refuge or shelter in other Muslim houses.  So 12 

I'm asking you whether these difficult conditions which you described this morning 13 

also is true for the Muslim families which you sheltered in your compound? 14 

A.   [13:05:35] Yes, indeed.  Look, those who left their homes to seek refuge in 15 

another place, of course they had lots of difficulties.  They couldn't eat what they 16 

wanted.  They were forced to eat what they found, where they were finding 17 

themselves, so it had an enormous impact on them as well. 18 

Q.   [13:06:04] I'm now going to move to another subject, and that is to say, the 19 

evacuation, your evacuation and that of your family from Mbaïki.   20 

How many members of your family were evacuated on 6 February 2014? 21 

A.   [13:06:31] I have a big family, I must admit.  There's my mother, the wife of my 22 

brother, my sisters.  My sisters and brothers, the number might have been, like, you 23 

know, there were cousins, brothers, sisters, younger -- I think probably around 30.  24 

And those who remained in Bangui, we were -- we weren't that many who remained 25 
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in Bangui. 1 

Q.   [13:07:07] Amongst the 30, were there also children?  And, if yes, could you tell 2 

us the age, roughly, of those children? 3 

A.   [13:07:22] Yes, indeed.  There were children as well.  There was my first wife.  4 

I had a child of two years; a younger of nine, 10; and a girl 14, 15 years; and another 5 

girl who was 15.  I had a nephew who was eight years old.  The son of my sister 6 

was three years old.  I had also young cousins.  There were children.  There were 7 

more than 10 children.  The others were adults. 8 

Q.   [13:08:19] The convoy which left Mbaïki to go to Bangui, so the trucks that were 9 

leaving, how much time, if you can give us an estimate, did the convoy need to go 10 

from Mbaïki to Bangui? 11 

A.   [13:08:43] We left Mbaïki, if I remember, at about 11, 12, and we -- or maybe 1 12 

o'clock.  We arrived at 4 o'clock, so I think about five hours en route. 13 

Q.   [13:09:08] And what were the conditions?  Did you have food?  Did you have 14 

stops?  What were the hygienic conditions like during the voyage? 15 

A.   [13:09:36] During that trip I used my own vehicle, but those in the convoy, I 16 

can't really say.  There was Chadian soldiers who escorted us.  There were no 17 

problems, it's true.  There were some who were very sad and when we entered 18 

Bangui in Petevo there were threats, but nothing serious.  We arrived and reached 19 

our destination. 20 

Q.   [13:10:16] You just said there was some who were very sad, so for you, 21 

Mr Witness, what did you feel when you left Mbaïki that day, 6 February 2014? 22 

A.   [13:10:41] When I left Mbaïki it was extremely difficult.  I had tears in my eyes.  23 

The Christians came, they took our hands.  They cried, we cried.  It was very 24 

moving.  We didn't expect this departure.  We didn't think that one day we would 25 
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leave from this town.  You must remember, we invested a lot.  We built a lot up and 1 

all of a sudden we had to abandon everything and leave.  It was really with great 2 

sadness because we were forced to abandon everything which we had shared as we 3 

grew up, so there was a lot of sadness.  It was difficult.  It was very hard to bear. 4 

Q.   [13:11:45] You just described at the request of the Prosecution the destruction of 5 

your property and the fact that your property was vandalised.   6 

Are you all right?  Would you like a glass of water? 7 

A.   [13:12:07] No, no.  It's fine.  We can continue.  We can continue. 8 

Q.   [13:12:19] Can you estimate the economic loss if possible - and if it's not possible, 9 

let us know - following on from these events? 10 

A.   [13:12:49] It's very difficult to give you an estimate.  I can't do that.  It's 11 

something I can't calculate.  The loss of the separation, I don't know how to estimate 12 

or evaluate that.  It's very difficult to repair.  I can't really say. 13 

Q.   [13:13:13] Thank you.  I have a final question I want to cover with you. 14 

You said that when you arrived in Bangui you went to PK5 and with some of your 15 

brothers, and that the women, the girls left for Chad.  Does that mean that your 16 

masculine -- sons were with you in PK5 because they were boys? 17 

A.   [13:13:53] At that time -- I didn't have children at that time, only brothers. 18 

Q.   [13:14:11] You didn't have any boys or you didn't have any children at all? 19 

A.   [13:14:17] At that time I didn't have any children.  It was in... 20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:14:29] The Sango interpreter would like the witness to 21 

repeat what he said. 22 

MS MASSIDDA:  [13:14:43](No interpretation) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:14:43] I think he didn't have any 24 

children - please move on - at the time. 25 
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MS MASSIDDA:  [13:14:51](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [13:14:51] And, today, how many people are you responsible for, Mr Witness? 2 

A.   [13:15:08] Even before that, even if I didn't have children, I was responsible for 3 

others.  And after the death of my father, I looked after my mother, my cousins and 4 

others, and I still do so today.  I'm the one who's still responsible for my brothers, for 5 

their children and my children as well. 6 

Q.   [13:15:38] And what do you expect for your future now and the future of your 7 

children, of your family, Mr Witness? 8 

A.   [13:15:57] What I expect of the Court is justice so that what happened yesterday 9 

no longer happens in the future, so that the victims might triumph, so that 10 

reparations might lessen the pain, the suffering, the violence that the victims have 11 

experienced.  The most important thing is that what happened should never happen 12 

ever again. 13 

Q.   [13:16:40] Thank you so much, Mr Witness.  Thank you. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:16:43] Thank you, Ms Massidda.   15 

And thank you very much, Mr Witness.  We conclude for today.   16 

The next step, Mr Witness, is that the Defence is going to question, but they will start 17 

with the questioning after the holiday and after the weekend.  So we thank you for 18 

the moment.   19 

We continue on Monday, 9:30.  20 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:17:05] All rise. 21 

(The hearing ends in open session at 1.17 p.m.) 22 
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