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Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2041

1 International Criminal Court
2 Trial Chamber V
3 Situation: Central African Republic II
4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and
5  Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18
6  Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and
7 Judge Chang-ho Chung
8  Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1
9  Tuesday, 16 May 2023
10 (The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.)
11 THE COURT USHER: [9:32:43] All rise.
12 The International Criminal Court is now in session.
13 Please be seated.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:06] Good morning, everyone.
15 Court officer, please call the case.
16 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:33:11] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
17  Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
18  Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
19 And for the record, we are in open session.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:28] I look to my right side. I think everything
21  isunchanged, Prosecution, victims' representatives. Ms -- well, this is, you know,
22 younever can figure this out, this. You know, I can -- I can count till five, you know,
23 with regard to persons, yeah. And -- but please tell us.
24 MS DIMITRI: [9:33:49] Good morning, Mr President. Ms Guissé had time to rest,

25  so she joined us this morning.
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1  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:33:57] Indeed. Yeah, I see her now.
2 Mr Knoops.
3 MRKNOOPS: [9:34:00] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
4 your Honours. Good morning everyone in the courtroom. We're in the same
5 composition as yesterday afternoon. Thank you.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:07] Thank you very much.
7  We continue with the examination, but first of all I would welcome, very warm
8  welcome to our witness at the video-link location.
9  Good morning, Mr Witness. Are you feeling well today?
10  WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2041 (On former oath)
11 (The witness speaks Sango)
12 (The witness gives evidence via video link)
13 THE WITNESS: [9:34:46](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour. Yes, I am
14 fine.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:48] Okay.
16  ThenI give the floor to Ms Massidda for the representatives of the victims for their
17 questions.
18  MS MASSIDDA: [9:34:57] Thank you very much.
19 Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. For the record, I will question in
20 French. However, if  have to refer to the statement, I will refer to the English
21  statement as did yesterday by the Prosecution, CAR-OTP-2104-0003. And I do not
22 foresee any need for private session.
23 QUESTIONED BY MS MASSIDDA: (Interpretation)
24 Q. [9:35:32] Good morning, Witness.

25 My name is Paolina Massidda and I am one of the lawyers who are representing
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the victims in this case. Now, this morning I would like to put some questions to
you regarding you leaving your village and your evacuation from Mbaiki.

Witness, do remember to only refer to your village as your village and not to name
that village, because we are in open court. Is that understood?

A.  [9:36:39] Yes, it's understood.

Q. [9:36:46] Yesterday you told us that left your village on 24 January 2014.

Now, how many members of your family left your village with you on that day?

A.  [9:37:15] That day I was with my wife and my children and other people.
There were about 10 in our group, but we didn't arrive at Mbaiki together. Each
person arrived in separately.

Q.  [9:37:40] You mention that your children too went to Mbaiki. Now, could you
tell us how many children you had and the age of your children at the time.

A. [9:37:58] I had three children. The five others were in Bouca, because their
mother had passed away. In fact, I had four, there were four with me on that day.
Q.  [9:38:25] And could you tell us the age of those children, please.

A.  [9:38:34] Okay, regarding my children --

THE INTERPRETER: [9:38:47] Inaudible.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:38:49] Well, I think it's enough if we -- if we know
he had children who went with him that were under the age of 18. I think we don't
know the age -- we need not know the age of every -- of these children. I think you
can move on. And already I recall that the witness yesterday described, when they
went on the trucks, that there were many more children and women than men.

So please continue, Ms Massidda.

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:39:25] I'm guided, your Honour. There was a reason why I

wanted, in preparation for the expert, but that's fine.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:39:32] Fine. Please continue.

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:39:40](Interpretation)

Q.  [9:39:44] Witness, I have some questions regarding your evacuation from Mbaiki
to Chad. Do you recall how long it took the convoy to travel from Mbaiki to Chad?
A.  [9:40:10] Having left Mbaiki, we arrived at Bangui airport, where we spent

the night. Then we spent the night in Dekoa and the next day we arrived in Chad.

Q.  [9:40:35] When you arrived in Chad, you mention in your witness statement that
you rented a house. * Don’t tell where you rented the house. Now, when you
moved into that place, what were your living conditions, the living conditions of you
and your family?

A.  [9:41:06] Some were at the base and were living as refugees. Ihad some girls
with me and I feared for their safety, and that's why I rented a house {ICR: (Redacted)}
at a rent of {ICR: (Redacted)} Central African francs per month. And I was doing

a little bit of business to try and earn enough to pay the rent.

Q.  [9:41:34] And could your children attend school?

A.  [9:41:46] Yes. They attended school in the Central African Republic, but
because I didn't have enough money to pay their school fees in Chad, they just stayed
at home.

Q.  [9:41:56] Witness, I understand that part of your family is still in Chad today; is
that right?

A.  [9:42:09] Yes, that is indeed the case. They have remained in Chad and remain
there to this day.

Q.  [9:42:19] And what are their living conditions today in Chad?

A.  [9:42:31] Well, you know, I had nothing to do in Chad and that's why I returned

to Bangui, to be able to trade in order to be able to send money to them.
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Q.  [9:42:47] And are your children now able to attend school in Chad?

A.  [9:43:02] Two of them are now married, in fact. There's only one that still lives
under my roof.

Q. [9:43:18] And how many dependants do you have today? How many people
rely on you now?

A.  [9:43:31] Currently, there are four people dependent on me.

Q.  [9:43:47] Witness, have you missed out on economic opportunities or on work
due to the events?

A.  [9:44:06] Well, yes indeed, because now I can no longer do the work that I used
todo. Nowadays I work for someone else.

Q.  [9:44:23] And now here's my final question, Witness.

If you were to compare your situation prior to the events with your current situation
when it comes to your finances and your emotional life, how did your life change, for
you and for your family, further to the events?

A.  [9:45:05] I had a better life before. My wife -- or, sorry, my life has deteriorated
greatly. Ino longer have the stability I had.

Q.  [9:45:23] Well, now this will be my absolute last question.

Witness, what are your hopes for your family and for that of your future? What are
your wishes?

A.  [9:45:47] I would like to see peace return so that we are free once again to go
about our business as we wish.

Q.  [9:45:59] Thank you, Witness. And thank you for having answered your
question.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:46:05] Thank you, Ms Massidda.

I give now the floor to Ms Casiez, I understand, for the Defence of Mr Yekatom.
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1 MSCASIEZ: [9:46:14] Thank you, Mr President.
2 QUESTIONED BY MS CASIEZ: (Interpretation)
3 Q. [9:46:27] Good morning, Witness. Now, unfortunately we haven't had
4 the opportunity to meet, or we didn't meet last week.
5 A.  [9:46:35] Good morning.
6 Q. [9:46:40]1am Ms Lena Casiez and I am a member of the Defence team for
7  Alfred Rombhot Yekatom.
8 Now, [ have a number of questions for you. You've already told us a lot, but I have
9  some brief questions to put to you to obtain some clarifications. Understood?
10 A. [9:47:04] Fine.
11 Q. [9:47:09] At paragraphs 52 to 55 of your statement - and I am using the French
12 version at tab 7, CAR-OTP-2122-4398 - now, there {ICR: (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)]. Now, you told my colleague from the Prosecution side
14  about that {ICR: (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)]. Now I'd like to try and refresh your memory,
16 telling you about what other witnesses have told us about {ICR: (Redacted)}.
17 {PFR: (Redacted)} testified before this Court, and he specified that {ICR: (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)} Mr Yekatom said that he had no problem with the Muslims, he only had
19  aproblem with Mr Djotodia. Now, do you recall that, Witness?
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:48:29] Wait a second.
21 Ms Prathaban.
22 MSPRATHABAN: [9:48:36] We would like to request private session, just briefly.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:48:41] Okay, then we go to private session.
24  THE WITNESS: [9:48:55](No interpretation)

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:48:58] Just a minute. Please don't translate that

16.05.2023 Page 6



1CC-01/14-01/18-T-230-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 16-05-2023 7/77 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2041

1 for the moment. Idon't know what's going onso. Ihave anidea, butIwant to
2 listen, please.
3 (Private session at 9.49 a.m.)
4  THE COURT OFFICER: [9:49:16] We are in private session, Mr President.
5 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:20] Thank you.
6  Yeah, please.
7  MSPRATHABAN: [9:49:21] (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10  MS CASIEZ: [9:49:34] (Redacted)
11 (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:49:47] Yeah. (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16  And since we have an interruption anyway, I have heard that possibly, probably your
17 examination will not last the whole day. Is that correct, that information?
18  MS CASIEZ: [9:50:09] Yeah, it's a correct information. I think I have only the first
19 session, actually.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:50:14] Fine.
21 So then we could, Mr Vanderpuye, we could start with the next witness today.
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:50:23] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
23 your Honours. Yeah, that's the -- that's the idea, so we're working on that now.
24 And hopefully we'll be able to start sooner rather than later, maybe in the next session

25  but maybe after --
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:50:37] Or maybe at, let's say, at 12 or
2 what -- what -- whatsoever, or -- yeah.
3 So the Chamber also wants to hear the next witness from today, if there is a possibility,
4 so the Registry can -- can try to -- to do everything to fix that.
5 So this one question, then - you have to repeat it, obviously - (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8  (Redacted)
9 (Redacted)
10 (Open session at 9.51 a.m.)
11 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:51:33] We're in open session, Mr President.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:51:36] Ms Casiez, please repeat the question,
13 obviously, so it's -- and leave -- shorten the question.
14 MS CASIEZ: [9:51:50](Interpretation)
15 Q. [9:51:51] I'm turning my attention back to you now, Witness. My apologies.
16 Now, my colleague behind me tells me that you already answered my question in
17 Sango, but I didn't hear your answer so I'm going to put the question again.
18 Now, {PFR: (Redacted)} came and testified here in court and stated that at {PFR:
19 (Redacted)} Mr Yekatom said that he had no problem with Muslims, he only had
20  aproblem with Djotodia.
21 Now, I believe that in Sango you said that, yes, you recalled. But could you just
22 confirm whether that was indeed your answer.
23 A, [9:52:48] Yes, indeed, that is indeed what he stated. {PFR: (Redacted)}. He
24 also mentioned his rank. He said that he was

25  not against the Muslims and he said that his focus was Djotodia because Djotodia had
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disbanded the FACA and that -- that he, Yekatom, was angry about that and it is for
that reason that he had taken up arms.

But as regarded the abuses, that he had not given any orders that Muslims be
attacked. {PFR: (Redacted)}.

Q.  [9:53:38] Now I'll give you the references. CAR-OTP-2315-2317 at

paragraph 78. So CAR-OTP-2135-2397, and the witness in question was P-1395.
Now, allow me to continue to refresh your memory. That same imam said that

Mr Yekatom said that the Muslims are our brothers and that we should not touch any
Muslims. Do you recall that too?

A.  [9:54:28] Yes. Yes, Irecall. Irecall that well and I confirm --I can confirm it.
Q.  [9:54:46] Now, yesterday and just now, so on a number of occasions, you said
that Mr Yekatom introduced himself as being a member of the FACA. Now, did you
also hear him say that without the gendarmerie and the police the country could not
have peace?

A. [9:55:18] Yes. Yes, I heard him say that.

Q. [9:55:30] Okay. Thank you.

Now, in your witness statement, and you talked about it briefly yesterday, you said
that {PFR: (Redacted)}. Now, as regards

that item, do you recall that Mr Yekatom said that {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)} to protect the Muslim and the Christian population, so the entire
population?

A.  [9:56:19] Yes, indeed, {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)} he did say that, I recall that.

{PFR: (Redacted)}.

Q.  [9:56:49] Okay, thank you for that extra detail, Witness. Now, I'll give you
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the reference now.

Now a witness, P-1839, at CAR-OTP -- said that he had also {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)}. Now, do you recall that?

The reference here is 174, transcript 174, at 2.40.

A.  [9:57:38] Could I ask you to repeat that question.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:57:42] You could perhaps make it a little more
precise, you know. Yeah.

By be more precise, I mean perhaps where it was, if there were other people, that
there was a crowd, or whatsoever. What you ...

MS CASIEZ: [9:58:03] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [9:58:05](Interpretation) Witness, I'm going to try to be clearer. We have heard
from various witnesses here, and what I have understood is that {PFR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)} Mr Yekatom also spoke, spoke to the people,

and gave a similar kind of speech, and that he then went on to the bus station and
there too Mr Yekatom gave a speech calling for peace and saying that the Muslims
should not be bothered or attacked. Can you confirm that there was a speech {PFR:
(Redacted)} outside the church, and then one later at the bus station?

A.  [9:59:10] Yes, of course, I witnessed that. {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}.

Q.  [9:59:47] Thank you for that response, Mr Witness.

So, let me come back to {ICR: (Redacted)}. Iunderstood from your statement, and
from the testimony that you already provided yesterday, that the matter of

the departure of the Muslims from Mbaiki, or their departure was planned for
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1 6 February and was {ICR: (Redacted)}.
2 Now, do you recall that one of the Muslim representatives said, when addressing
3 the Christians from Mbaiki: "For some years now we have been living together in
4 this country and we have together set up families or made families. Some have
5 married your women and have had children together. Others, such as your women,
6  are married to our men and have had children. But if this is over, there is nothing to
7  say about this, we have no problem. You must accompany us in order for us to be
8  able to go back to our country." End of quote.
9 Do you remember this, Mr Witness?
10 A. [10:01:30] No, I was not present when he made that speech.
11 MSPRATHABAN: [10:01:36] Just if we could have a reference for that.
12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:01:44] Well, but we have an answer by
13  the witness, he doesn't remember, so it's -- well, I think we can continue from there.
14 MS CASIEZ: [10:01:54] Okay. Thank you, Mr President.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:01:57] But, of course, the reference, you can give
16  the reference, if you have it.
17 MS CASIEZ: [10:02:00] It's defence investigation, so I don't have any reference to
18  give actually. It's upcoming.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:02:07] So -- well, okay, we have the answer,
20  which is he doesn't remember. So it's -- I will not say it's nothing, but at the moment
21  atleast it's not in the world, so to speak. Please.
22 MS CASIEZ: [10:02:19] Yeah, exactly. Thank you.
23 Q. [10:02:30](Interpretation) Thank you for your response, Mr Witness. No issue
24 there.

25  You also made mention of {ICR: (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

A.[10:03:22] Yes, I do remember that. I remember having listened to {ICR: (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

Q. [10:04:12] Thank you for the additional information, Mr Witness. I'm going to
change topic somewhat.

Yesterday you said, when speaking of the Anti-Balaka at 15.15, and I quote you: "It
was a youth rebellion, and when the youth of the locality learned that the Anti-Balaka
were on their way, they also mobilised in order to join their ranks." End of quote.
Now, do I understand that the youth from the locality that you mentioned were part
of those people who were singing before even the -- before Mr Yekatom arrived,
saying "Muslims, where are you? Rombhot is on his way"?

A. [10:05:20] Yes, indeed, it was those young people. It was those young people.
Q. [10:05:33] Thank you. And was it the same young people, the -- those who
were rebelling, who were Anti-Balaka, who were on the side of the road with
machetes and hunting rifles, was it those same people when {ICR: (Redacted)}; is that
correct?

A.  [10:06:03] When {ICR: (Redacted)}, there were Anti-Balaka who came from
Kapou and Pissa. Those were the Anti-Balaka who had come from afar. And {ICR:

(Redacted)}, they ran towards us in order to attack us. Those from Mbaiki joined
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them when they entered the town of Mbaiki.

(Counsel confers)

MS CASIEZ: [10:07:12](Interpretation)

Q. [10:07:16] Thank you for your answer, Mr Witness.

Now, at paragraph 56 of your statement, when speaking about {ICR: (Redacted)}, you
say: "... the Anti-Balaka who were with Rombhot remained in their vehicles. These
men were all dressed in FACA uniforms."

Then you say: "However, there were many other Anti-Balaka surrounding

the perimeter alongside the road who approached and they were armed with hunting
rifles and machetes {ICR: (Redacted)}." End of quote.

Now, do I understand from your statement that when {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}; is that correct?

A.  [10:08:52] Yes, that is indeed what happened. When they arrived, those who
accompanied them were in their military uniform. However, the young people in
civvies with hunting rifles and knives and arrows were the ones who were posted
along the side of the road. And {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

Q.  [10:09:47] I thank you, Mr Witness, for these points of clarification.

Now {PFR: (Redacted)} who testified before this Court said, on the subject of {ICR:

(Redacted)}, and I quote: "The Anti-Balaka were not in the main happy about this
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1 meeting and about what Rombhot said, because what they wanted was to kill and

2 loot. Just after Rombhot's speech, they started to say that they were not in agreement

3 with what Rombhot said and that he should let them do what they wanted to do."

4 That was P-1595, CAR-OTP-2104-0274.

5 Now, {ICR: (Redacted)}

6 (Redacted)}?

7 A.  [10:11:10] On that day they were a bit further {ICR: (Redacted)

8  (Redacted)

9 (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)}
11 Q. [10:12:00] Thank you, Mr Witness. I take a little moment of time sometimes
12 because you have answered two of my questions in one, which is perfect.
13 Now let me go on. One of the imams of Mbaiki whom I spoke about previously said,
14 and I quote: "The Anti-Balaka arrived in two pickups. Idid not see any heavy
15 weaponry on the pickups, but some soldiers were armed." End of quote.
16  Does this correspond to your recollection of events?
17 A.  [10:12:54] Yes, when they were at the church they were indeed armed. They
18  were carrying Kalashnikovs. And when they entered the town, we realised that they
19 had heavy weaponry on the vehicles. But well prior to that I had not seen that, that
20  isto say, the heavy weaponry.
21 Q. [10:13:25] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.
22 Anindividual who testified in the context of this trial was present when money was
23 handed over, money that had been collected by the Muslim tradesmen, was present
24 when this money was handed over by Abdoul Salam to Mr Yekatom and said that

25  Mr Yekatom had said -- I have to explain to you that I'm changing subject matter.
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I can see that you look a little bit like you haven't quite understood. I'm changing
topic here.

Now, yesterday during your testimony you explained that a collection of money had
been organised, money that was handed over to Mr Yekatom, and an individual came
to testify here saying that he was present when this money was handed over from
Mr Abdoul Salam to Mr Yekatom. This witness explained that Mr Yekatom at that
moment said, and I quote: "But you are my brothers. I am not Balaka, I am FACA.

I am here to fight the Seleka. But as the Selekas are no longer here, I do not have an
issue with you. Stay peaceful, stay calm.”" End of quote.

Did Mr Abdoul Salam also tell you that Mr Yekatom had said this?

A.  [10:15:33] When they gathered the money, I was present. But when he handed
over the money to Rombhot, I was not present. But he said that Rombhot said that
there would not be a problem, that there would not be any attacks. That's what he
said.

Q.  [10:16:05] Thank you, Mr Witness. I'm going to change topic again.

At paragraph 64 of your statement you said that all the Muslims in Mbaiki were
evacuated at the same time. Now, Mr Witness, would I be right in saying that only
the Chadians were evacuated on the same day, but, for example, the Malians were
evacuated a few days later?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:16:48] If -- if --

THE WITNESS: [10:16:53](Interpretation) Those of us who had come from

the neighbouring area to seek refuge in Mbaiki were evacuated on the same day.

But others, a smaller number, were evacuated by the MINUSCA. But most -- nearly
all the Muslims were evacuated the same day to the airport and then to Chad.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:17:22] It's fine. And also, also the answer, of
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1 course, the witness has answered it. But from the wording, "the Chadians,
2 the Malians" aren't they -- haven't we understood that they are Central Africans?
3 With perhaps origin from Chad, with perhaps origin from Mali. So it's just to make
4 clear not to label these people as Chadians or Malians, yeah? Thank you.
5 MSCASIEZ: [10:17:54] Yeah. Of course, Mr President. Sorry, I forgot to tell that
6 I'was quoting a witness. I will give the reference. That's also why I used these
7 words. It's my fault, sorry.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:18:03] Okay. Ah, that's -- that --
9 MSCASIEZ: Otherwise I would have used other words.
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:18:02] That was not clear to me. I was --even
11 wondered why you would use this language.
12 MS CASIEZ: [10:18:19](Interpretation) I will just give the reference. It is P-1595,
13 CAR-OTP-2104-0274, at paragraph 88 and 91. And also the same witness at
14 transcript 106, at 9.46.
15 Q. [10:19:00] Mr Witness, that will enable me to clarify with you. And, of course, I
16  do not want to put people in little boxes and use language that is not appropriate.
17 Now, I'm going to be changing topic once against.
18  Yesterday I understood from your testimony that you did not approach
19 the roadblocks yourself around Mbaiki. That was at 15.45 that you said that.
20  Should I also understood that you personally did not speak either to Mr Yekatom or
21 to a member of his group or to any Anti-Balaka whomsoever about the reason why
22 the roadblocks had been set up?
23 A.  [10:20:09] That is correct. I did not have the opportunity to discuss anything
24  with anybody. Rather, I was a little distance away.

25 Q. [10:20:29] Thank you for that point of clarification.
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I have a last topic to cover with you, Mr Witness. At paragraph 59 to 61 of your
statement you speak, if I understand correctly, about an attempt, an attempted attack
on Mbaiki by Anti-Balaka. You say that they entered at 4 in the morning but that
they were disarmed by the Sangaris. And you also say, "I do not know how many
Anti-Balaka were disarmed." End of quote.

Do I understand, Mr Witness, that you personally were not there when this happened
and that this is something that you heard about? Do I understand correctly?

A. [10:21:34] Yes, indeed, that is correct.

Q.  [10:21:44] Thank you.

MS CASIEZ: [10:21:43] Mr President, if I can have just one minute to consult, please.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:21:50] Yes, take your time.

MS CASIEZ: [10:21:51] Thanks.

(Counsel confers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:25] Mr Witness, for your information,

the Defence is discussing if they have further questions for you. So be a little bit
patient. I think they will soon have decided.

THE WITNESS: [10:23:49](Interpretation) Very well.

MS CASIEZ: [10:24:04] Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [10:24:11](Interpretation) I do apologise, Mr Witness, for this brief interruption.
Now, just to be sure with regard to the same event, I understand that you personally
never directly spoke to the Sangaris about that, did you?

A. [10:24:34] That is correct. {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}.

Q.  [10:24:43] I thank you, Mr Witness, for all your very clear answers and I have no

further questions for you. Thank you.
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MS CASIEZ:  (Overlapping speakers) I have no further questions for this witness,
Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:24:54] Thank you very much.

I assume there are no questions by the Prosecution?

MS PRATHABAN: [10:24:57] We have one very brief redirect question.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:25:02] Okay, please. Please go forward.

MS PRATHABAN: [10:25:03] If I could have two minutes to gather my thoughts,
two minutes.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:25:07] Okay. Two minutes for one question,
fine.

MS PRATHABAN: Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:25:12] No, no, it's -- I'm joking. It's fine.

MS PRATHABAN: [10:25:24] Thank you.

(Counsel confers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:26:35] Yes, please.

MS PRATHABAN: [10:26:36] Thank you, Mr President.

QUESTIONED BY MS PRATHABAN:

Q. [10:26:41] Mr Witness, I just have one small clarification to ask you. So you
talked about in your testimony how you saw Anti-Balaka members who were in
FACA uniforms, you saw Anti-Balaka elements who were in gris-gris, so I just wanted
to ask you, when you were in Mbaiki during that period, did you see Anti-Balaka
elements who were in FACA uniform giving orders to other Anti-Balaka elements?
MS DIMITRI:  [10:27:06] Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:27:06] Yeah.

MS DIMITRI:  [10:27:07] Mr President, I -- I object to the question. It's a 68(3)
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1 statement. The Anti-Balaka elements were covered in the 68(3), the FACA,
2 the Anti-Balaka, the civilian, and this is now a different subject, orders given by
3 the FACA elements, which will obviously trigger an answer that might trigger
4  different questions that we may have asked, but it's a 68(3) --
5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:27:36] Yes, but this is an instance, I have to say,
6  that I want to -- and the Chamber wants to hear the answer. Yeah.
7  MSPRATHABAN: [10:27:43] Sorry, I think I wasn't very specific. In reference to
8 {ICR: (Redacted)}, that's what I'm specifically asking.
9 Q. [10:27:50] So when you {ICR: (Redacted)} --
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:27:52] Okay, that's even more, because that was
11 covered.
12 But please repeat it, and shortly, so I understand.
13 Did you recognise that the people in FACA uniform, to word it generally, {ICR:
14 (Redacted)}, gave any orders to the -- to
15 the other people from the Anti-Balaka who did not wear FACA uniforms? Have you
16  recognised any of that, Mr Witness?
17~ THE WITNESS: [10:28:36](Interpretation) Those who were in military uniform were
18  at their positions and they were just waiting for their chief. They didn't give any
19 instructions. Those who were wearing civilian attire, whether it be trousers or
20  military tee shirts, the ones who were in unmatching attire, those were the ones who
21 were hostile and he gave them an instruction to withdraw. But the FACA did not
22 move from their positions.
23 MSPRATHABAN: [10:29:14] Thank you. That will be all.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:29:18] Thank you.

25  So this concludes the testimony of this witness -- of your testimony, Mr Witness. I
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would like to address you on behalf of the Chamber. Iwould like to thank you that
you came forward and made yourself available as a witness in these proceedings. It
is for us very important that witnesses take the courage to testify at this court so that
we are able to determine the truth. We would like to thank you for that and we wish
you and your family all the best.

THE WITNESS: [10:30:05](Interpretation) Thank you. Thank you very much.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:30:09] So we have another witness soon to come.
[ understand that -- I think we could simply start at 11.30, yeah? Yeah.

So we conclude with this witness for now and the next witness is already available at
11.30. It's P with some sixes, in yeah, 1666. Okay. Thank you.

(The witness is excused)

THE COURT USHER: [10:30:36] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.30 a.m..)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.33 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [11:33:17] All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:33:39] Still good morning, everyone.

And since we have a new witness, perhaps call the case again, Madam Court Officer.
THE COURT OFFICER: [11:33:49] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
And for the record, we are in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:34:02] And new witnesses, new composition, so

I ask first the Prosecution to tell us whom you are with.
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1 MSWAKCHOM: [11:34:10](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour. Good
2 morning to all those here in the courtroom. Today the Office of the Prosecutor is
3 represented by Manochitra Prathaban, Yassin Mostfa, Manochitra Prathaban, as I said,
4 and myself, Sylvie Wakchom.
5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:34:40] Ms Massidda.
6 MSMASSIDDA: [11:34:42] Good morning again, Mr President, your Honours. For
7 the victims of the other crimes, appearing, Mr Yaré Fall, Mr Enrique Carnero Rojo and
8  myself, Paolina Massidda.
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:34:54] Mr Suprun.
10  MRSUPRUN: [11:34:55] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
11 your Honours. The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun.
12 Thank you.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:35:04] I turn to the Defence.
14 Ms Dimitri.
15  MSDIMITRI:  [11:35:06] Good morning, Mr President. New composition, but
16 somehow I am always -- I always end up here. Ms Lena Casiez, Yousra Lamgaddam,
17 Anta Guissé, Mr Jean Michel Kola, Cassandra Oboussier and again myself, Mylene
18  Dimitri.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:35:21] Thank you.
20 Mr Knoops.
21 MR KNOOPS: [11:35:23] Good morning, Mr President. For this witness
22 the Defence team of Mr Ngaissona consists of Mr Alexandre Desevedavy, on my right
23 side in the second row, Ms Myriam Hollant. Merci.
24  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:35:37] And yourself.

25 MR KNOOPS: [11:35:38] Thank you, Mr President. That's true.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:35:40] Okay. But we are only sitting here
because we have a witness, a new witness.

Good morning, Mr Witness. Ihope you are feeling well. On behalf of the Chamber
I would like to welcome you and I would like to thank you even in advance that you
made yourself available as a witness, which is very important for this Court.

And, Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to
tell the truth. Please be so kind and read this card out aloud.

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666

(The witness speaks Sango)

THE WITNESS: [11:36:27](Interpretation) Good morning, everyone. I solemnly
declare that I shall speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. I
solemnly declare that I will say the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:36:57] Thank you, Mr Witness. You are now
under oath.

For the examination by the parties, and also there might be questions asked by

the judges too, I would like to tell you the following: You already have recognised
that everything we say here is interpreted in different languages, and to allow

the interpreters to follow everything what we are saying, we all, including you, of
course, need to speak at a relatively slow pace. Isense there will be no problem with
you. And please only start answering a question when the person posing it has
finished and wait perhaps a couple of seconds so that the interpreters can catch up.
Thank you for the moment.

And I give the floor to the Prosecution.

MS WAKCHOM: [11:37:52](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

QUESTIONED BY MS WAKCHOM: (Interpretation)
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1 Q. [11:38:05] Witness, good morning.

2 A, [11:38:11] Good morning to everyone.

3 Q. [11:38:17] Now you will remember that we met a few days ago at the

4  familiarisation meeting, but allow me to introduce myself anew. My name is

5  Sylvie Wakchom and I shall be putting questions to you today and tomorrow on

6  behalf of the Office of the Prosecutor.

7 A, [11:38:42] Yes. Yes, I recall meeting you at the familiarisation session.

8 Q. [11:38:54] First of all, I would like to thank you for the time that you are giving

9  us, because your testimony is very important and also quite complete.
10  Now, the Judges have granted protective measures to you. That means that the only
11 people who know your identity are those present here in the courtroom. We will not
12 use your name, but, rather, a pseudonym. And your face will be pixelated and your
13 voice will be masked in broadcasts from this courtroom and so people who are
14 following these proceedings will be unable to identify you.
15 Now, any parts of your testimony that could lead to you being identified will be
16  heard in closed session. And during such a session, the only people who will hear
17  you are the people present in the courtroom and not the general public.
18  Now I'm going to try and put my questions in open court as far as possible, whilst
19 trying not to identify you. Now, if you think that you need to give an answer which
20  could identify you, just let me know and I will ask the Presiding Judging to allow us
21  to-- or allow you to answer in closed session.
22 Now, do you understand that?
23 And, furthermore, if any information is actually stated in open court that could lead
24 to you being identified, please be reassured because we are able to stop

25  the broadcasting of these proceedings in such an event.
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Now, it's also possible that I might put a question to you which is not clear for you.
If that happens, just let me know and I will reword my question or put it to you in
different terms; is that okay?

A. [11:41:30] Yes, yes, I understand completely and I agree to that.

Q. [11:41:35] Now, in practical terms, as the Presiding Judge has told you, all that
we are saying here today is being interpreted into different languages: English,
French and Sango. So it's very important that we speak slowly and that we allow

a little break between me putting a question to you and you giving an answer, okay?
A, [11:42:07] Okay.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:42:11] And from my side as

the Presiding Judging, Mr Witness, most of the breaches of this protocol are made by
counsel and by me, ourselves, so it's relatively natural that we speak in our normal
speed, and so don't be worried if something gets too quick and then I will tell you or
the parties will tell you. Thank you.

I think we go to private session for the -- for the personal identification -- or you're not
yet finished, okay, with the preliminaries.

MS WAKCHOM: [11:42:44](Interpretation) I just have a couple of other things I
would like to cover.

Q. [11:42:49] Now, Witness, given that your statement has not been submitted in
evidence in these proceedings, I'm going to need to put questions to you which you
have probably already answered. Let me rephrase that. I'm going to have to put
questions to you which are the same as questions which investigators of

the Office of the Prosecutor will have put to you a few years ago. So please simply
answer them again, even if it seems like repetition to you.

Now, the Judges have had an opportunity to read your statement in detail and so
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1 they are familiar with -- with all of the matters which you covered in your statement.
2 But given that we only have a limited number of hours that we can spend with you to
3 hear your testimony, my questions today will focus on certain details only and will
4 not necessarily cover all of the topics that you discussed with the investigators of
5  the Office of the Prosecutor. But don't worry, all of the important aspects of your
6 testimony will be covered today or tomorrow.
7 Sonow just to give you an idea of how I'm going to start, I'm going to start off by
8 asking you some questions about who you are, your identity, and then we are going
9  to cover about five topics. But as I move from one topic to another, I'll let you know
10 so you know we're moving from one topic to the next, okay?
11 A, [11:44:52] Okay.
12 MSWAKCHOM: [11:44:57](Interpretation) Your Honour, I'd like to start off in
13 private session, if I might.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:45:02] And since we have audience, this might
15  beshort.
16  And can you then continue in open session or -- the first -- first topic that you are
17  going to discuss, is this possible so that the audience knows that there is hope, so to
18  speak, that they can continue listening?
19  MSWAKCHOM: [11:45:18](Interpretation) I'll do my best, your Honour.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:45:22] So then we go first to private session for
21  the personal matters of the witness, to put it in a generic way, and then we go back to
22 open session.
23 MSWAKCHOM: [11:45:34](Interpretation) Yes.
24 (Private session at 11.45 a.m.)

25  THE COURT OFFICER: [11:45:45] We are in private session, Mr President.
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1 MSWAKCHOM: [11:45:55](Interpretation)

2 Q. [11:45:56] What is your full name?

3 A, [11:46:03] My name is (Redacted).

4 Q. [11:46:11] And what is your date of birth?

5 A, [11:46:21] (Redacted).

6 THE INTERPRETER: [11:46:29] That answer was given directly in French. Note
7  from the interpreter.

8 MS WAKCHOM: [11:46:34](Interpretation)

9 Q. [11:46:35] Are you central -- are you Central African national?
10 A. [11:46:38] Yes, that's right.
11 Q. [11:46:41] Where were you born?
12 A. [11:46:43] (Redacted).
13 Q. [11:46:45] And to what ethnic group do you belong?
14 A. [11:46:50] I am an Arab.
15 Q. [11:46:54] And you are a Muslim by faith; is that right?
16 A. [11:46:59] Yes, that is right.
17 Q. [11:47:02] What is your profession?
18 A. [11:47:06] I'm (Redacted).

19 Q. [11:47:16] Now, I understand that you were questioned by the investigators of
20  the Office of the Prosecutor in August 2017 and that they took a written statement
21  from you; is that right?

22 A, [11:47:29] Yes, that is right.

23 Q. [11:47:34] And is it also right that (Redacted) you met (Redacted)

24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted); is that right?
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A.  [11:47:56] Yes, that is right. That is indeed the case.

Q.  [11:48:04] With the assistance of the victims and witnesses support unit, you had
an opportunity to reread your statement last week and had an opportunity to make
corrections; is that right?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Has the interpretation gone through?

THE WITNESS: [11:48:46](Interpretation) That is true. Ireread my statement and I
made some small corrections.

MS WAKCHOM:(Interpretation)

Q. [11:48:57] We will return to the matter of those corrections a little bit later in
your testimony.

And for the record, I'm referring to CAR-OTP-00001502, a complimentary copy of
which has been provided to the parties and the participants.

Now, before putting questions on the substance of your testimony, I'd like to put
some questions to you about yourself and your background so that the Judges can
come to know you better.

So could you explain about your schooling.

A.  [11:50:00] (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q. [11:50:19] And what kind of work did you do prior to the 2012-2013 crisis in
your country?

A.  [11:50:35] (Redacted).

Q. [11:50:46] And you said that your current job is (Redacted). Now, what does
that work consist of?

A.  [11:50:59] Well, you know, after that crisis which struck the Central African

Republic we were no longer to do our work (Redacted) because there was no security,
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quite simply. So I moved to Bangui, where I worked (Redacted)
(Redacted).

Q. [11:51:33] So if I've understood correctly, you went to Mbaiki. Are you still in

Mbaiki?

A. [11:51:42] No, no, no. Isaid --I said Bangui, not Mbaiki.

Q. [11:51:54] Thank you. Have you ever been a member of any association?
A. [11:52:06] Yes. Yes, I am a member of an association.

Q. [11:52:13] And what is the name of that association?

A.  [11:52:19] Are you talking about the (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

Q.  [11:52:29] The one (Redacted).

A. [11:52:35] Well, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted).

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:53:02] Mr Witness, what are these association
dealing with?

THE INTERPRETER: [11:53:08] Note from the interpreter: The association in -- the
name of the association (Redacted) has not been noted.

THE WITNESS: [11:53:19](Interpretation) Well, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MS WAKCHOM: [11:54:11](Overlapping speakers)
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:54:12] When did you -- (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

THE WITNESS: [11:54:30](Interpretation) I don't recall the date. It was probably in
(Redacted). Idon't remember. Idon'trecall,

because it's some time ago now.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:54:52] Well, it doesn't matter the exact date, but
that we have an idea, you know, if this happened two years ago or 10 or 15 years ago.
So is our understanding correct that (Redacted)

(Redacted) during the events we are talking about in 2014?

THE WITNESS: [11:55:24](Interpretation) I don't recall specifically during what
period I was a member of the association. But ...

THE INTERPRETER: [11:55:31] The interpreter corrects: Yes, I was member of

the association at that time.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:55:35] I would have been surprised about
another answer.

Ms Wakchom, please.

MS WAKCHOM: [11:55:44](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

Q. [11:55:47] Now, Witness, you explained the role of the association which (Redacted)
which you were a member (Redacted), and also of the association (Redacted). Now,
what kind of activities did (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

A. [11:56:32] When I left school I worked as (Redacted), and back then I realised
that a lot needed to be done (Redacted) and that's why (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MS WAKCHOM: [11:57:25](Interpretation) Your Honour, we can move into open
court now. Open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:57:32] Open session.

(Open session at 11.57 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [11:57:40] We are back in open session, Mr President.

MS WAKCHOM: [11:57:48](Interpretation)

Q. [11:57:50] Now, Witness, I would like to discuss the situation in Mbaiki prior to
the 2012-2013 crisis. And also talk about how things were just at the beginning of
the crisis.

Now, where were you living back then, in 2012-2013?

A.  [11:58:18] In 2012-2013 I was living in Mbaiki. More specifically, in -- in one
neighbourhood, the Yerima neighbourhood.

Q. [11:58:38] Were you living alone or with your family?

A.  [11:58:47] I was living with my family.

Q.  [11:58:53] And before the crisis started, did you ever live anywhere other than
Mbaiki?

A.  [11:59:05] Well, prior to the crisis I was in Mbaiki, and I also spent time in other
communes such as Bagandou, and others which are near Mbaiki, but I didn't live
there. Iwould go to those other communes for my work, et cetera, but I didn't live
there. Communes such as Bagandou.

Q. [11:59:41] Witness, I would just remind you that we are now in public session,
so if there's any information that you feel might identify you and shouldn't be said in

public, just let me know and we can move back into private session, okay?

16.05.2023 Page 30



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-230-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 16-05-2023 31/77 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666

A.  [12:00:01] Okay. Iunderstand.

Q.  [12:00:08] What were the relations between the Christians and the Muslims
before the crisis?

A.  [12:00:25] Before the crisis we lived in perfect harmony. There were mixed
marriages. The Muslims of Mbaiki would marry the girls from other ethnic groups
such as Mbaka and others. Since the day that we were born, there were no issues
amongst us, we lived in perfect harmony until power was taken by the Seleka and
they arrived.

Q. [12:01:16] And what changed when Seleka took power?

A.  [12:01:27] You know, after the Seleka took power, politics divided us. That was
after the Seleka took over power. It was true that the Christians were very, very
worried and they were sleeping out in the fields and coming back during the day to
work. The members of the Muslim community were still in the villages. There
wasn't really any issues that might have pushed the two communities into any
clashes.

Q. [12:02:12] Did the situation change after the arrival of the Anti-Balaka in
Mbaiki?

A.  [12:02:27] The Anti-Balaka, once they arrived in Mbaiki, a short time afterwards
the Chadian forces arrived in order to evacuate the citizens to their countries. There
was too much insecurity and there was false propaganda which was being circulated
by politicians and this gave rise to a certain anxiety amongst the members of

the population in Mbaiki and this incited them to leave.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:03:09] May I shortly, please.

Mr Witness, let me go back to your second to last answer. You mentioned that

things changed first when the Seleka came and that the Christians had all sorts of
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fears. Could you elaborate on that. Why was that so? What happened, what did
the Seleka do that made the Christians wary?

THE WITNESS: [12:03:50](Interpretation) As you know, well, in Mbaiki we never
experienced any rebellion in the city or town. The two communities lived in entire
harmony and no inhabitant had taken part in any form of rebellion. ~After the Seleka
took power, well, you know that they are rebels and there was no more -- there was
no longer any authority, no policemen, no gendarmes, or any other public force.
They were taking care of anything at the state -- everything at the state level. They
were playing the role of the magistrates, and even we Muslims were a victim of their
acts of violence. They thought that we were Bozizé supporters and KNK supporters.
We, the tradespeople, were living in fear. We didn't know where to go and we had
to stay in the town in the hope that some form of liberation would arrive.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:05:13] Thank you. Perhaps Ileave it at that at
the moment. It might be picked up by somebody else later.

Please continue, Ms Wakchom. Thank you for your patience.

MS WAKCHOM: [12:05:30](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [12:05:33] Mr Witness, at an earlier stage you made mention, or you said that
when the Anti-Balaka arrived in Mbaiki there was false propaganda. What do you
mean by that?

A.  [12:05:56] As you know, after the Anti-Balaka arrived, they started to threaten
us, saying that they were going to kill us. The politicians were also talking in

a hostile manner and that is what gave rise to fear amongst the Muslim population.
Q.  [12:06:23] When you say "threaten" and "kill us", I understand that you are
talking about the Muslim population in general; is that correct?

A.  [12:06:38] Yes, that was the brunt of their message. They were walking around
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the town armed with machetes and thatis what they said.

Q. [12:07:06] The Anti-Balaka were walking around and threatening you
throughout the duration of their presence in Mbaiki, were they, or did they do it just
when they arrived and then stopped doing it?

A.  [12:07:27] T haven't really understood your question. Could you please
rephrase it.

Q. [12:07:33] Yes, I do apologise. It wasn't very clear.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:07:38] And please, please, more open

the question, yeah. You understand what I mean by that? Do not suggest

the answer to the witness.

MS WAKCHOM: [12:07:53](Interpretation)

Q. [12:07:54] Mr Witness, I wanted to know how long the Anti-Balaka walked
around threatening the Muslims that they were going to kill them.

A. [12:08:14] Very well. After their arrival, (Redacted) with Alfred Rombhot's
elements at the (Redacted). The Muslims from all the communes in Mbaiki had
come to Mbaiki. They had their luggage at the ready with them. And when

the elements arrived, they would take the people's possessions forcibly. Sometimes
they would demand 10,000 francs. And that is how the acts of violence commenced,
it started at that moment in time.

Q.  [12:09:22] I understood, Mr Witness, and we shall come back to this in detail, we
shall come back to these acts of violence in detail and the arrival of the other Muslims
in Mbaiki. But, first of all, I would like to come back to more general matters with
regard to the situation in Mbaiki before we go into the details of the acts of violence.
Were there any mosques in Mbaiki?

A.  [12:10:04] Yes, indeed, there were mosques. There was a mosque at the central
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1 market which was the -- the grand mosque, the big mosque, and there were two small
2 mosques and there were also two mosques in the Baguirmi neighbourhood.
3 Q. [12:10:35] And what was the composition of the population of Mbaiki before
4  January 2014?
5 A, [12:10:56] Well, I can't tell you how many people there were, because I didn't
6  conducta census. There were many people there living in Mbaiki.
7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:11:07] May I shortly.
8  Mr Witness, do you have -- you have not counted it, it's clear, you don't have exact
9 figures, but do you have an idea how many Muslims lived, in January 2014, in Mbaiki
10 before the events?
11 THE WITNESS: [12:11:43](Interpretation) Those living in Mbaiki, if we discard those
12 people who are travelling through, well, one could assess their number at 1,000
13 individuals.
14 MS WAKCHOM: [12:12:06](Interpretation)
15 Q. [12:12:09] Mr Witness, if we talk about proportions, what was the majority
16  ethnic group in Mbaiki?
17 A. [12:12:36] There were Arabs, there were Foulata, there were Haoussa and Borno,
18  butI believe that the majority was Arab.
19 Q. [12:12:58] And were we to compare the Christians and the Muslim group, what
20  were the proportions, what was the majority group and what was the minority
21 group?
22 A, [12:13:19] I believe that there weren't many Muslims. The Christians were in
23 the majority. Ibelieve that the Muslims were only based in two or three
24 neighbourhoods, that is where they lived.

25 Q. [12:13:42] Thank you, Mr Witness.
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And what is the distance between Bangui and Mbaiki?

A.  [12:14:05] The distance between Bangui and Mbaiki is approximately 107
kilometres.

Q. [12:14:29] Do you make that trip on a regular basis?

A.  [12:14:35] Yes, I do go that route regularly.

Q. [12:14:47] And how often do you travel between Mbaiki and Bangui?

A, [12:15:09] Well, if I have something to do in Bangui, I might make the return trip
on the same day. Sometimes I go to Bangui and spend two or three days there
before coming back to Mbaiki. That's how things happened.

Q. [12:15:33] As you seem to be very familiar with the route between Bangui and
Mbaiki, could you please tell the Chamber how many roadblocks there were,
approximately, on that route?

A.  [12:15:59] When you leave Bangui, you will come across the PK9 roadblock,
followed by the Samba checkpoint, after which then you get to the Sekia toll. And
on occasion there is a checkpoint in *Bossongo where the gendarmes were based, after
which there is the checkpoint in Pissa. And after Pissa there is the Mboto roadblock
before you reach Mbaiki.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:16:43] And, Mr Witness, when you speak about
roadblocks, about what time frame are you speaking? Are you speaking of today, or
at what point in time existed or exist these roadblocks?

THE WITNESS: [12:17:14](Interpretation) I am talking about the roadblocks that
were in place when the situation was normal. Before that, there were just two tolls.
Now there are three tolls. Now, what I'm saying here is before the events of 2014.
MS WAKCHOM: [12:17:36](Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:17:39] Well, but that's not, you know, I don't
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know how -- how important it is anyway but -- with this witness. But what was
2012 is -- is not of so much relevance here, if there were any roadblocks or not. Yeah.
Perhaps 2013 or when the Seleka came, yes, but if we entertain all this and we ask

the Seleka and then were changed when the Anti-Balaka came, takes a lot of time.

I don't know if this is the most -- these are the most important issues to discuss with
this witness. I'm not saying that it's -- that it's not of, potentially of some relevance,
but looking at the testimony of the witness, there might be other areas to cover.

And to add, finally, we have a lot of evidence now on roadblocks and whatever,

I don't know if we really need more evidence on that.

MS WAKCHOM: [12:19:00](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

My questions were being put with a view to showing that the witness is very familiar
with the road between Mbaiki and Bangui before and during the period of interest to
us.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:19:21] And he -- and he has already
demonstrated that. You can move on.

MS WAKCHOM: [12:19:36](Interpretation)

Q.  [12:19:38] Mr Witness, did those roadblocks exist during the crisis, during

the presence of the Seleka and the Anti-Balaka in the Central African Republic?

A.  [12:20:06] Those checkpoints had been checked by the Seleka after the departure
of President Bozizé. And after the Seleka withdrew, the Anti-Balaka started to man
those checkpoints from PK9. And it was the -- under the Seleka, it was they who
were manning the checkpoints, even if there were gendarmes present at that location
or those locations.

Q.  [12:20:50] Thank you for that point of clarification, Mr Witness. I'm going to

come back briefly to the composition of the population of Mbaiki.
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1 You stated that there was a minority of Muslims. Where did those Muslims live in
2 Mbaiki? In which neighbourhoods?
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:21:21] I think the witness has already answered
4  that. Please move on.
5 MSWAKCHOM: [12:21:32](Interpretation)
6 Q. [12:21:34] Mr Witness, I'm going to be moving on to another topic. I'm going to
7 be putting questions to you on the period during which the Seleka controlled Mbaiki.
8 I'mnot going to dwell overly on the activities of the Seleka in detail because your
9  statement is clear in this regard.
10 At what moment in time did the Seleka arrive in Mbaiki?
11 A.  [12:22:13] The Seleka arrived in Mbaiki two or three days after the president,
12 Bozizé, was overthrown. I think it was in the month of March, two or three days
13 after they arrived in Bangui.
14 Q. [12:22:36] And how long did they stay in Mbaiki?
15 A, [12:22:49] The Seleka stayed in Mbaiki until President Michel Djotodia resigned,
16 and it was only after this resignation that they withdrew from the town.
17 Q. [12:23:09] And throughout the duration of the Seleka control of Mbaiki, did you
18  remain in Mbaiki?
19 A, [12:23:27] Yes, l was there in the town and I was conducting business between
20  Mbaiki, Bangandou --
21  THE INTERPRETER: [12:23:43] And a third location.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:23:49] Ms Wakchom, we -- it's perfectly natural,
23 we had this several times, because you're speaking French, there is some overlap. So
24 please also wait a couple of seconds.

25  And since I'm already interrupting, excuse me, if the Defence wants to go into more

16.05.2023 Page 37



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-230-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 16-05-2023 38/77 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666

detail about the Seleka period, of course you -- yeah, we understand each other, you
can do that. And perhaps try to induce a narrative, so that it -- you understand what
I mean.

Please, Ms Wakchom, excuse me for interrupting.

MS WAKCHOM: [12:24:26](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [12:24:37] Mr Witness, during the period of Seleka control in Mbaiki, what was
the security situation in Mbaiki and in the surrounding villages?

A.  [12:25:02] When the town of Mbaiki was under Seleka control, they had set up
checkpoints and they would conduct checks and demand passers-by to pay 3,000,
5,000 or even sometimes 10,000 francs, but we, the Muslims and the Christians, could
move around as long as we fulfilled these formalities. But we were all

frightened -- we were always frightened at that moment in time.

Q.  [12:25:45] And why were you frightened?

A.  [12:25:56] Well, we were frightened because they were rebels, individuals who
only had a scant knowledge of the law. And you know that with the gendarmes,
well, the gendarmes would know what the law was about. But these people, these
rebels had no idea about the law. They might grab hold of somebody, they might
beat them up without any concerns whatsoever. And that's why we were afraid.

Q.  [12:26:36] Thank you, Mr Witness. We're still talking about the period of

the Seleka control of Mbaiki.

Did you hear people talk about the Anti-Balaka at that moment in time?

A. [12:27:04] When the Seleka were in Mbaiki, from the month of March, that is, we
did not hear any talk of them. But it was five or six months later that we heard
people talking about the Siriri group that was supposed to come. We didn't know

that they were Anti-Balaka. Ibelieve that that was five or six months after
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1 the arrival of the Seleka in the town that we heard people starting to talk about
2 the Siriri group that was on the verge of invading the town, or coming to the town.
3 Q. [12:27:54] And what did you hear specifically with regard to this group, this
4 Siriri group?
5 A, [12:28:08] Well, I didn't know anything about it. Rumours were being
6  mongered and we didn't really know what the composition of that group was, what
7  their aims were. We didn't know anything at all.
8 Q. [12:28:30] Did you know whether they were around Mbaiki or a little further
9 afield?
10 A, [12:28:45] It's not a good thing to lie. We didn't know where they were
11 specifically, whether they were to the south, to the north, to the east or the west. We
12 didn't know specifically where they were coming from.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:29:03] Ms Wakchom, if I may.
14 Looking at the statement, or the interview that the witness gave with the Prosecution,
15 it seems to be that he was an eyewitness to important events and I would suggest that
16  the examination concentrates on that -- on these issues, please. The witness has
17  clearly said that these were rumours, so please move on and move to something else.
18  And the witness is -- as I said, he seems to have been witness, directly
19  eyewitness to -- eye and ear witness, so to speak, to certain events and we should give
20 him the opportunity to talk about that.
21 Please continue.
22 MSWAKCHOM: [12:30:20](Interpretation)
23 Q. [12:30:24] Witness, have you heard about an incident involving the Anti-Balaka
24 in the environs of Mbaiki during the period where the Seleka were in charge of

25  the region?
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A.  [12:30:58] Well, the first incident that we experienced took place at
Bangui-Bouchia, where the Anti-Balaka were, and they killed Aba Zacharia and
Abdoulaye Mahamat. Now, that was the first incident that we learned about at -- or
in Lobaye prefecture and that was when the Seleka were still in Mbaiki was the first
incident in the environs of Mbaiki town.

Q. [12:31:39] Okay. Thank you, Witness.

Now, I know quite some time has passed, but do you recall in what month that
happened?

A.  [12:31:55] I don't recall the exact date, but I know it was before Mr Djotodia
stepped down. ButI don't recall the exact date.

Q.  [12:32:17] That's quite understandable. No problem.

So you referred to an attack on Aba Zacharia and Abdoulaye Mahamat. Now, how
did you know that they had been attacked?

A.  [12:32:40] Well, you know, we were in Mbaiki and there was no telephone
network at Bangui-Bouchia. Now, this took place in the morning and a Christian
came from Bouchia, came from Bouchia and called, and some Muslims from Mbaiki
went by motorbike to the location to see what was happening, to see for themselves.
Q. [12:33:26] Do you know how many Muslims went from Mbaiki to
Bangui-Bouchia to check out what had happened?

A.  [12:33:37] Well, at that point in time it was difficult to know or to have a clear
understanding of the number of people. It was a painful event and a number of
people wanted to go to the scene of the murder to see for themselves exactly what had
happened.

Q. [12:34:11] And did you yourself go to Bangui-Bouchia on that occasion?

A.  [12:34:21] No, I stayed at Mbaiki. But when the bodies were brought back,
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1 Iwasthere. Those who had been injured, some women and children, were brought
2 back to Mbaiki hospital and I was there then.

3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:34:45] And, Mr Witness, how much before

4  the Anti-Balaka finally then entered in Mbaiki did that happen? You know, you

5 might not have exact dates or so but, well, a week or two before, a month before, you
6  know whatImean? So can you have -- do you have an idea still if you're looking

7 back?

8  THE WITNESS: [12:35:16](Interpretation) Well, there was a period of time, I would
9  estimate about one month. Because it was after that that Mr Michel stepped down.
10 And after his resignation the Seleka withdrew from Mbaiki before Rambo's elements

11  entered the town.

12 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:35:45] Well, that's a -- that's a good reference in
13 time.

14 When I'm speaking, please, interpreter, you have to switch off your microphone.

15 Thank you.

16  That's a good reference in time. Thank you.

17  Please, Ms Wakchom.

18 MS WAKCHOM: [12:36:10](Interpretation)

19 Q. [12:36:11] Thank you, Witness, for that detail.

20  Now, you've just said that you stayed at Mbaiki and you didn't go to Bangui-Bouchia;
21  is that right?

22 A, [12:36:25] Yes, that's right.

23 Q. [12:36:30] Did you know who was responsible for the attack which took place at
24  Bangui-Bouchia?

25 A, [12:36:42] We don't really know what happened during the attack. It was after
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the withdrawal of the Seleka that we learnt that it was Rambo who was in charge of
all of the Anti-Balaka elements who were in Lobaye prefecture. But we had no
knowledge of where they had come from or the make-up of those elements, or what
happened. What would happen is that they would come out, carry out some crime,
and then return into the bush.

Q. [12:37:35] And who was it who told you that it was * Rombhot who was in
charge of all the Anti-Balaka in the prefecture?

A. [12:37:51] Well, it was not a secret. Everybody knew. And after those events,
Rombhot himself came to Mbaiki and {PFR: (Redacted)} in the St Jeanne d'Arc church.
(Redacted) he introduced himself and he said that all of the elements who were on
site between Mbaiki and PK9 were his elements.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:38:44] Mr Witness, do you recall when

the Anti-Balaka entered Mbaiki? Do you recall that?

THE WITNESS: [12:39:08](Interpretation) I don't recall the exact date, but I imagine
that it was towards the end of January.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:39:21] And, Mr Witness, (Redacted)
(Redacted), what happened at that moment?

THE WITNESS: [12:39:41](Interpretation) {PFR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) and he introduced himself as being a soldier in the national army,

who had rebelled and taken to the bush. (Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:40:23] So we might have an issue perhaps with
open and private session now. I think it's better to go to private session when we

discuss (Redacted) in -- in the -- yeah.
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Okay, let's go to private session.

(Private session at 12.41 p.m.)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:40:43] You are not -- you don't like the idea to go
to private session, Ms Dimitri? No, that's not the issue, obviously.

MS DIMITRI:  [12:40:55] No, Mr President, it's a Sango interpretation issue again. I
understand that the witness said that Mr Yekatom introduced himself as
(Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:41:12] We are going to repeat that anyway now,
I'm inducing --

MS DIMITRI:  I'm sorry, I missed it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:41:13] I'm inducing a narrative now, so we can
check it if it conforms. Yeah?

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:41:21] We are in private session, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:41:22] Thank you.

So, Mr Witness, you already addressed (Redacted). Just, we were not

there, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

THE WITNESS: [12:42:19](Interpretation) Thank you. Thank you for giving me
the floor.

Now, the person who convened the meeting was the bishop, bishop of the church of

St Jeanne d'Arc, that church in Mbaiki. And that was Bishop Guerino. And he was
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aware of all that had been going on in the country and he did not want war in Mbaiki.
And when the Seleka left Pissa, * it was Rombhot’s elements who took over. So

the bishop wanted to bring together the two communities, together with Rombhot's
elements. So some Muslims attended, others preferred not to attend and left,
heading for Berbérati, for instance.

So, it was the bishop who convened the meeting and he invited the mayor of Mbaiki,
Mr Mongbandi was there, Prefect Yao was present, there was also Abbot Antarese,
who was the president of the religious platform. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted), was there, amongst others. And (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Now, the prefect made a speech. He said that the situation was difficult and that he
was unable to maintain or to ensure security of the population and in fact that he was
not even able to ensure his own safety.

He also added that he called upon all those who had been displaced and who had
come to Mbaiki to assist so that they could be returned to their various localities of
origin.

Now, Ms Elisabeth, who was representing the DRC was there. The people
representing the UNHCR were there. (Redacted) The French army

was also represented because there was a contingent from that army located in
Mbaiki.

So there were a lot of people in attendance (Redacted). And the main aim was to
avoid a confrontation between the Anti-Balaka and the Muslim community. Now,

there were a lot of rumours going around, saying that had the Muslims had a quite
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1 considerable arsenal available to them and that they were prepared to fight
2 the opposing community and Mbaiki -- the population of Mbaiki was suffering
3 greatly and the whole situation need to be diffused.
4 Now, Rombhot introduced himself as being a corporal in the Central African army
5 and he said that foreigners had taken the country hostage and were torturing people
6 and that is why he had taken to the bush * in order to use our ancestors” instruments
7  tofight them. He also added that he was not there to fight the Muslims, nor to
8  destroy the mosques or to loot people’s belongings and that he was there to fight the
9  Seleka.
10  Now, the bishop organised (Redacted). Rombhot and his elements attended
11 that, (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)
13 (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16 (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20  (Redacted), he said that he was
21  asoldier and he had taken up arms because foreigners had come to take the country
22 hostage. He also said that he wasn't there to kill the Muslims. And he also asked
23 his elements not to touch the Muslims. He said that any element that attacked
24 a Muslim would be killed himself immediately.

25  And there were people at the bus station in Mbaiki too, so Rombhot was asked to give
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a similar speech at the bus station.

Now, after all that, (Redacted)

When Rombhot went to the station, he gave a (Redacted) speech, he tried to diffuse
the situation and delay tensions. And on that day there were no clashes. Now, if
he had not given his speeches, then it is quite sure that there would have been a very
tricky conflict.

So that's what happened at the (Redacted).

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:49:33] So, thank you very much, Mr Witness.
This was really (Redacted)

(Redacted)

There is a lot to digest I think. We have still 10 minutes to 1 o'clock, but why not
deviate a little bit from our usual procedure. There might be some follow-up
questions you, but I would give you also the chance to look through what the witness
said and let's say we have now then the lunch break, that is why I am saying that.
Do we understand that we meet again a quarter past 2, although we never do that
normally? So is everybody able to understand that, quarter past 2? Ms Guissé not,
she does not like the idea? No.

Quarter past 2, 2.15 we meet again.

THE COURT USHER: [12:50:34] All rise.

(Recess taken at 12.50 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in private session at 2.17 p.m..)

THE COURT USHER: [14:17:25] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:17:48] Good afternoon.

Ms Wakchom, you have the floor.
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MS WAKCHOM: [14:17:59](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

Q.  [14:18:06] Mr Witness, thank you very much for all the explanations which
you've provided us with as regards the (Redacted)

(Redacted) in Mbaiki.

I have some questions of clarification, based on your explanations you just gave us.
Firstly, this meeting took place before or after the arrival of the Anti-Balaka in
Mbaiki?

A.  [14:18:59] Thank you very much. It is after that meeting that the Anti-Balaka
entered the town of Mbaiki.

Q.  [14:19:15] Roughly how long after did they come to Mbaiki?

A.  [14:19:28] The next day.

Q. [14:19:39] Thank you. (Redacted)

Outside or apart from Rambo, were there any other members of the Anti-Balaka
present?

A.  [14:20:04] Yes, he was accompanied by some of his members. (Redacted) one
of them who was called Habib Beina.

Q.  [14:20:22] (Redacted) Habib Beina before (Redacted)?

A.  [14:20:36] (Redacted) Rodrigue.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:20:46] The Sango booth didn't catch the name, but he was
a person who was at SCAD. The interpreter says the name is Rodrigue Mokomade.
MS WAKCHOM: [14:21:13](Interpretation)

Q. [14:21:14] Thank you, Mr Witness. (Redacted)

(Redacted) Habib Beina?

A.  [14:21:23] (Redacted)

(Redacted) that his name was Habib Beina.
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Q.  [14:21:41] So apart from Rambo and Habib Beina, Rodrigue, were there any
other members of the Anti-Balaka (Redacted)?

A.  [14:22:04] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  [14:22:30] Rambo and his deputy, as you said, how were they dressed
(Redacted)?

A.  [14:22:48] They were all in military attire.

Q.  [14:22:58] Did they have anything else on them?

A.  [14:23:09] (Redacted) -- Rambo, who had an

automatic pistol. The other elements were armed, but they weren't on the inside of
the building, they were on the outside of the hall.

Q.  [14:23:32] Thank you for the clarification.

And the elements who were outside the hall, how were they dressed?

A.  [14:23:52] The elements were in -- were also wearing military uniforms.

Q.  [14:24:04] You already said that they were armed. How many elements
approximately were outside the hall?

A.  [14:24:22] Are you talking about the civilians, members of the population,
the civilian population? Or are you talking about the elements of the Yekatom
movement?

Q.  [14:24:36] I'm talking about the elements of Yekatom.

A.  [14:24:50] On that day there weren't many of them. Perhaps 10 or so. I'm not
absolutely sure.

Q. [14:25:02] Don't worry about that, Mr Witness.

You also mentioned before that Mr Yekatom (Redacted).
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And here I'm referring to the transcript of this morning, page -- page 52, line 22

and -- 22 to 25. I'm going to read out what is in the transcript, because I'm looking
for some clarification.

You said, and I quote: "He said that the foreigners had come to take our country as
hostage and torture the population. This has forced him to do something to protect
the -- to take arms to protect our ancestors."

Did Yekatom give any further details about those tools coming from their ancestors?
A.  [14:26:25] No, he didn't give any further details. That was his statement during
(Redacted), but I'm not quite sure what these items were.

Q. [14:26:44] I also want to go back to your testimony of this morning and ask for
further clarifications because the report isn't sufficiently clear on this particular
subject.

I'm referring to the transcript 230, page 53, line 23 to line 28. You mentioned

a certain Elisabeth who asked Rambo to tell something which is not in the transcript.
Could you perhaps clarify if you are really talking about Elisabeth who represented
the DRC?

A.  [14:27:52] Yes, it is Madam Elisabeth who asked Rambo, because the population
were gathered and they were threatening and she asked Rambo to make a statement
to appease the tension, to calm the situation and the people who were outside. So
Elisabeth asked Rambo to make a statement.

Q.  [14:28:41] If I'm not mistaken, this morning you also said that Rambo said that
he had come to fight the Seleka and not the civilian population. When he was
making this speech, where were the Seleka?

A.  [14:29:13] When he was making the statement, the Seleka had already left

the town of Mbaiki.
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Q.  [14:29:57] Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness.

Since we are in private session I'm going to continue to ask you some questions of
a particular nature before resuming open session.

Are you aware of a collection of money made by the Muslims in Mbaiki and then
giving them over to the Anti-Balaka when preparing for the arrival of the Anti-Balaka
in the town?

A.  [14:30:41] (Redacted)

(Redacted) to the elements of Yekatom,

Coeur de Lion, who were based in Mbaiki.

Q. [14:31:16] And that money was collected at the initiative of whom?

A.  [14:31:35] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:32:12] So, if I may shortly, please.

What was the idea behind collecting this money? Can you be more precise. What
did you -- let me put it this way, what did the community want to achieve by
collecting this money and handing it over?

THE WITNESS: [14:32:49](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). It was a way of getting good will from them.

MS WAKCHOM: [14:33:24](Interpretation)
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1 Q. [14:33:27] Now, in explaining (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 (Redacted). Now, what did you mean by that?
4 A. [14:33:57] (Redacted)
5 (Redacted)
6 (Redacted)
7  (Redacted)
8 Q. [14:34:29] (Redacted)
9 A, [14:34:42] (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 Q. [14:34:57] And (Redacted)
12 (Redacted)?
13 A. [14:35:13] (Redacted)
14 (Redacted) that from '86, right through to the arrival of the Seleka, he had
15 been a Muslim and that the -- that his soldiers had come, the mercenaries had come
16  and that therefore they had grouped together to fight those mercenaries. Those who
17 were in the town and had weapons, who had received weapons from the Seleka, he
18  asked those people to return those or hand in those weapons. (Redacted)
19  (Redacted). Coeur de Lion (Redacted) with
20  his telephone number so that the community or members of the community could
21  contact him, call upon him in the event of an attack or a clash of some type.
22 (Redacted)
23 Q. [14:36:31] If I've understood correctly, (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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1  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:36:44] Just wait a second with the answer,
2 Mr Witness.
3 Ms Dimitri.
4  MSDIMITRI: [14:36:50] I object to the interpretation by counsel of the answer given
5 by the witness. I think if she wants to quote the witness, rather quote directly what
6 the answer he gave.
7  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:37:04] Let me just have a look what his answer
8 was, in French.
9  Well, we can interpret it by ourselves, what this means.
10  Ms Wakchom, you can continue.
11 And when we have a chance to go to open session, I don't know. I'm not quite sure,
12 but there could soon I think. When we leave -- so to speak, (Redacted)
13 (Redacted), to put it this way, and I think then -- then we could, we could go to
14 open -- open session. But in that regard I would have one additional question.
15 When -- you know, Mr Witness, I'm going back a little bit to your -- what you told us
16  before we went into the break. (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19 (Redacted)
20 THE WITNESS: [14:38:40](Interpretation) Yes. After the statement by Alfred
21 Rombhot we were relieved to a degree. Not totally. But we were somewhat
22 reassured, because there were tensions, there had been tensions for quite some time
23 before the meeting. The inhabitants of the town wanted to get rid of the Muslims,
24  come what may. Now, then there was the meeting and the statement made by

25 Rombhot at (Redacted). It's worth noting that before that
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meeting there was a big crowd assembled outside the church. Thanks be to God,
after the meeting things calmed down quite considerably and we were able to leave
the area somewhat reassured.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:39:49] So (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

I think you are going later on to entertain what happened afterwards, yeah, I
understand; is that correct? Okay.

Ms Dimitri, you have a language issue I assume, yeah.

MS DIMITRI:  [14:40:17] I do, Mr President, and I can't correct it because it's from
the Sango interpretation.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:23] But please let us know.

MS DIMITRI:  [14:40:24] Yes. At 14:36:09 - I'm sorry, I'm looking at the French
because we're going from Sango to French - there's a discussion about Coeur de Lion
giving the phone number in case there's any attack or exaction. And the witness in
Sango would have said, according to Mr Kola, "by uncontrolled elements", which
doesn't appear in the transcript.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:40:52] Then I think we can solve that quickly.
Mr Witness, I think this has been translated to you. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted), you told us, for a certain purpose, and in that regard, when he did that,
(Redacted)?

THE WITNESS: [14:41:37](Interpretation) Yes. (Redacted)

(Redacted) after Rambo he was the boss and was in

control, and that (Redacted)
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1 he could take action. And that's the reason why (Redacted)
2 (Redacted)
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:42:00] Did he specify, (Redacted) of action, what
4 might have been the case? Action by whom? (Redacted) any group that could
5 have taken action?
6 THE WITNESS: [14:42:36](Interpretation) When the Anti-Balaka came to Mbaiki,
7  they came in waves. Some from the Mbaiki axis, some came in vehicles or on
8  motorbikes, they came in waves. But they were based at the SOCATEL and
9 thetownhall. (Redacted) all of the Anti-Balaka there were under his orders. And
10 (Redacted), for instance, taking something that belonged to
11 somebody else from that person by force, that (Redacted) so that he
12 could intervene.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:43:14] Thank you very much for that
14 clarification.
15 Ms Wakchom, do you think you have a chance to go to open session?
16 MSWAKCHOM: [14:43:26](Interpretation) Yes, in just a few moments,
17 your Honour. Ihave a couple of questions to obtain clarification regarding
18  the collection of money and then we can move into open session.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:43:40] Fine. Please continue.
20 MS WAKCHOM: [14:43:44](Interpretation)
21 Q. [14:43:51] Witness, (Redacted), were
22 there other members of the Anti-Balaka present at that time?
23 A, [14:44:07] Yes. So (Redacted), they were there. There were quite a number of
24 them. There were two women, there was a man. There must have been maybe

25  four leaders, but there were also Anti-Balaka who were there with their weapons and
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their vehicles.

Q. [14:44:31] (Redacted)?

A.  [14:44:41] (Redacted), because that's where they were based.

Q.  [14:44:54] Now I would just like to go back to the question that I was intending
to put to you before an objection was raised by my colleague on the opposing
benches.

Now, did Coeur de Lion, or anybody else (Redacted), make

any promises (Redacted)?

A.  [14:45:23] A promise from whom? Oh, a promise from us or a promise from
the Anti-Balaka?

Q.  [14:45:31] A promise by the Anti-Balaka. Did they promise (Redacted)
(Redacted)?

A.  [14:45:45] Yes. ButI've already told you, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. [14:46:19] And a final question on this topic. Aside from that first collection of
(Redacted), were any other collections of money

made to be provided to the Anti-Balaka during their stay in Mbaiki?

A.  [14:46:42] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q.  [14:47:24] And do you recall (Redacted) to Yekatom and his
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1 elements (Redacted)?

2 A, [14:47:39] (Redacted).

3 Q. [14:47:42] And did Mr Yekatom (Redacted)

4  (Redacted)?

5 A, [14:47:56] Indeed, yes, (Redacted)

6  (Redacted) to carry out patrols between

7  Pissa -- Bangui, Pissa and PK9, (Redacted) should

8  cooperate with his deputy who was in the field. (Redacted).

9 Q. [14:48:32] And (Redacted) cooperate with Mr Yekatom's deputy during that
10 period?
11 A, [14:48:42] Yes, because there were things that happened that should not have
12 happened, some of his elements wanted to take possessions by force. (Redacted)
13 (Redacted), and I think that there was no major problem
14 in Mbaiki.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: Open session.
16 MSWAKCHOM: [14:49:15](Interpretation) Your Honour, I think that we can move
17 into open session.
18  (Open session at 2.49 p.m.)
19 THE COURT OFFICER: [14:49:31] We're in open session, Mr President.
20 MS WAKCHOM: [14:49:45](Interpretation)
21 Q. [14:49:48] Witness, a few moments ago you testified that the Anti-Balaka arrived
22 the day after the meeting that we discussed. Now, how did they arrive into Mbaiki?
23 A.  [14:50:21] I was in Baguirmi neighbourhood visiting family when they arrived.
24 Isaw them arriving in three vehicles, three pickup trucks, Nissan and Toyota, and

25  some elements were also on motorbikes. So that's how they arrived into Mbaiki
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town.

Q.  [14:50:52] And approximately how many Anti-Balaka arrived at that point in
time?

A.  [14:51:06] Well, as regards those in vehicles, I would say about 100 or 200,
because that was the first day. But over the following days the number grew. I
would say -- I would estimate between 100 and 200.

Q.  [14:51:32] So just to clarify, about how many Anti-Balaka came on the first day?
A.  [14:51:44] Well, as I said, I don't know exactly, but those who came and who
were based at the town hall would have been about 100 to 200. And then the next
day more arrived and we saw them gradually take up locations throughout the town.
Q.  [14:52:16] Between -- and the 100 to 200 Anti-Balaka who arrived in Mbaiki on
that day, were they all based in the town hall?

A.  [14:52:34] Yes, yes, they were all based in the town hall. And it was only later
that the French army asked them to liberate the town hall. And one week later they
created a base at the abattoir. But when they first arrived, they were located at the
town hall and at SOCATEL.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:53:06] And you said, Mr Witness, that after this
tirst day other Anti-Balaka, more Anti-Balaka came. How come? Did they come by
foot or how did you recognise that this was the case?

THE WITNESS: [14:53:39](Interpretation) I think they used taxi buses to leave
Bangui and come to Mbaiki. Others came on motorbikes. As regards the others,

I don't know. Some arrived by night. So I would say they used taxi buses and
motorbikes and sometimes by foot, at night. And there was a large number of them
and I can't be more specific about the types of transport they used to come to town.

But slowly but surely the number grew.
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:54:18] Yeah, I give it a try, but it is very, very
2 difficult to say any numbers, but can you give an approximation in the end, let's say
3 after a couple of days, how many Anti-Balaka were in town?
4  THE WITNESS: [14:54:53](Interpretation) Now, when we left Mbaiki, I can give you
5 an approximation, it's just an estimate, but I would say about a thousand. Almost a
6 thousand. Because when they arrived there were also young people from
7 the locality who joined their ranks.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:55:15] I understand.
9  And how were the Anti-Balaka received by the population when they arrived?
10 THE WITNESS: [14:55:37](Interpretation) Oh, they were received in rapture, with
11 rapture. The women were singing. They were warmly welcomed, they were seen
12 asliberators. And clothing wraps were put on the ground so that they could enter
13 crossing over them.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:56:03] Did this, what you describe, extend to
15 the Muslim population or was this restrained to the Christian population of Mbaiki?
16 THE WITNESS: [14:56:26](Interpretation) No, no Muslim cheered when they
17 entered. After what had happened in Bangui, Boali, well, no Muslim turned out to
18 receive the -- the Anti-Balaka. No, it was the Christians who expressed their joy.
19 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:56:50] Ms Wakchom.
20 MS WAKCHOM: [14:56:55](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.
21 Q. [14:57:02] Now, you just mentioned that the Christian population cheered
22 the arrival of the Anti-Balaka because they had come to liberate them. Butif I
23 understand correctly, at that point in time there was no longer any Seleka in town; is
24 that correct?

25 A, [14:57:30] Yes, that is right. When the Balaka arrived in Mbaiki the Seleka were
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no longer there. The Seleka had left one or two days, one day or two days before
their arrival.

Q. [14:57:56] Thank you, Witness. The first group of Anti-Balaka who arrived in
Mbaiki, now was Mr Yekatom amongst them?

A.  [14:58:13] No, Yekatom was not part of the first group, it was two or three days
later that he arrived. I'm not quite sure. Two or three days. He arrived. He held
a meeting, then he went back to Pissa and it was his deputy Coeur de Lion and a few
others who had arrived on the first day. It was a few days later that Alfred Yekatom
arrived.

Q.  [14:58:43] And did you see him when he arrived a few days after his elements
had entered Mbaiki?

A.  [14:59:02] Yes, yes, I saw him. You know, our neighbourhood is near

the market. He arrived into the market and people came to welcome him. He then
boarded his vehicle again and then went to Ms Malonga's to take a break. And {ICR:
(Redacted)}.

Q.  [14:59:37] When you said that people came over to greet him, who are you
referring to? Who -- who came out to greet Mr Yekatom?

A.  [14:59:55] Well, you know, when he goes to a town, well, he's a military leader,
so it's all, all of the people turned out and came from pretty much everywhere to
welcome him.

Q. [15:00:11] And when he came, was he accompanied by anyone, Mr Yekatom?
A.  [15:00:29] What do you mean Mr Yekatom was there? I'm afraid [ haven't
understood your question.

Q.  [15:00:37] This is my question. When Mr Yekatom arrived into Mbaiki a few

days after his elements, did he arrive alone or was he accompanied?
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1 A, [15:01:05] Well, yes, he came with his -- his aides-de-camp, his bodyguards, if
2 you like.
3 Q. [15:01:22] Aides-de-camp or bodyguards?
4 A, [15:01:26] No, I didn't know them, they were all new to the area. They were
5  not from the locality, so no, I didn't know them.
6 MSWAKCHOM: [15:01:40](Interpretation) Your Honour, I'm afraid that we need to
7  go back into private session again to discuss another topic which could end up
8 revealing the identity of the witness.
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:01:51] In general, what are you going to
10  entertain? Without ...
11 MSWAKCHOM: [15:02:01](Interpretation) We're going to talk about a meeting that
12 took place --
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:02:11] I agree. Iagree.
14 Private session.
15 (Private session at 3.02 p.m.)
16 THE COURT OFFICER: [15:02:26] We're in private session, Mr President.
17 MS WAKCHOM: [15:02:38](Interpretation)
18 Q. [15:02:39] Mr Witness, apart from the meeting in (Redacted),
19 were there other meetings with the elements of Rambo and the Mbaiki authority?
20 A.  [15:03:02] No, after that there was no meeting, no other meeting with Rambo.
21 *Otherwise, there was a meeting at the town hall that was organized with a Sangaris
22 leader. Lieutenant Gouga was there. (Redacted)
23 (Redacted) was the leader. He gave orders to Rambo. And after that
24 there was Coeur de Lion, there were the leaders of the neighbourhood and local

25  authorities. The meeting took place in the town hall in Mbaiki. At the day of
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the meeting Yekatom was not present.

Q. [15:03:46] I understand, Mr Witness. (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

A. [15:04:03] (Redacted).

Q. [15:04:11] (Redacted), people in

the court, can you perhaps explain what happened in the morning (Redacted)
(Redacted).

A. [15:04:57] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted) there were lots of rumours circulating and that they were there to disarm
them, that's to say take away everything that they had as weapons, knife. But they
weren't there, they didn't want to -- any talk about disorder. And then (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted). And it's true they

did retreat with their weapons and retreated towards the abattoir.

(Redacted), the heads of the neighbourhood (Redacted)

(Redacted) asked that

the Muslims can move around freely in the town and that the other members of
the population could live together peacefully.

Q.  [15:06:43] Thank you for those details, Mr Witness.

How many Anti-Balaka participated at that meeting?

A.  [15:07:03] Well, you know, many who attended the meeting were leaders.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. [15:07:47] And do you know what the name of the lady was who was amongst
the Anti-Balaka?

A. [15:07:58] No. No, I don't know her name. But when (Redacted)
(Redacted). The name was Sadia.

Q. [15:08:27] Could you give us a description of Sadia?

A.  [15:08:40] She was small, a little -- a little fat and had fair skin, or she was light
skinned.

Q. [15:08:56] (Redacted)

A, [15:09:11] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:09:29] I think I would want to address an
interpretation issue. There are quite some. But we have here in the French
transcript: (Interpretation) "He also asked that the Muslims could move out
peacefully."

(Speaks English) And this was translated in English: "They also asked that

the Muslims can move around freely in the town." That that is a difference.

So, Mr Witness, perhaps we can try to ask you that again. That's -- that's of course
not your fault at all. So what -- was it about that the Muslim population could move
around freely in town or that they -- they could leave the town peacefully? You
know, that's a difference, no?

THE WITNESS: [15:10:52](Interpretation) We couldn't move around freely, because
the town wasn't big. The Muslims could only move around * in the Yerima

neighbourhood. It was difficult to go to Baguirmi. It was really difficult to go
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1 around to buy cassava. Even that was difficult. On that day, a compound of
2 Muslims could hold up to 10 families, so it was very difficult to have cassava to feed.
3 You had to go 2 or 3 kilometres away to find food. It was difficult to move around
4 freely.
5 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:11:33] What would have happened if you
6 moved around freely?
7 ~ THE WITNESS: [15:12:05](Interpretation) If the Muslims could move around freely,
8  they would not have left the town. It's because they couldn't move around freely.
9  There were uncontrolled elements everywhere who attacked the Muslims. They
10 couldn't retrieve money, telephones who others had taken. In order to avoid all this,
11 everybody stayed at home. The Muslims stayed in their compounds and could not
12 move around freely.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:12:46] Thank you for that clarification.
14 Ms Wakchom, please.
15 MSWAKCHOM: [15:12:54](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.
16 Q. [15:13:02] You mentioned Lieutenant Gouga, (Redacted)
17  (Redacted). What was his role in the Anti-Balaka in Mbaiki?
18 A. [15:13:32] When the lieutenant (Redacted) he was the one in charge and he was
19 lower than Rambo. Rambo was the -- who was the leader, but he was the one in
20  charge as regards the military hierarchy. As regards the rank which he occupied in
21  the organisation, I don't know. Idon't know who occupied what position.
22 (Redacted) he
23 had a higher rank than Rambo. But since Rambo was the leader, the commander of
24 the rebels, he occupied that particular superior position. ButI can't tell you exactly

25  what his exact rank was in the Anti-Balaka movement.
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1 Q. [15:14:52] And in your opinion, Lieutenant Gouga, was he the leader of
2 the Anti-Balaka in Mbaiki?
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:15:03] I don't allow, I don't allow the question,
4 and it has already -- the witness has already said about -- everything about the, let's
5  say, the chain of command or hierarchy or whatsoever. Please move on.
6  And we are not asking opinions, we are also asking about facts. But that's ...
7  Perceptions might be a difference. I was just -- well, thinking loud.
8 MS WAKCHOM: [15:16:02](Interpretation) Your Honour, we can now move into
9  public session.
10 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:16:10] Public session.
11 (Open session at 3.16 p.m.)
12 MS WAKCHOM: [15:16:25](Interpretation)
13 Q. [15:16:27] Mr Witness, you said --
14  THE COURT OFFICER: [15:16:30] We're in open session, Mr President.
15 MSWAKCHOM: [15:16:32] Sorry.
16 Q. [15:16:41](Interpretation) Mr Witness, you said that after this meeting, which we
17 have already discussed, the Anti-Balaka retreated towards the abattoir. What was
18  the behaviour of the Anti-Balaka or their -- their demeanour after having retreated to
19  the abattoir?
20 A. [15:17:19] When they retreated to the abattoir, because they didn't do it willingly,
21 it was requested by the Sangaris commander who disarmed them forcefully, so they
22  then went to Bombole, which is where the abattoir is. All the individuals, when
23 the Sangaris carried out their patrols, anyone who was carrying arms or bladed
24 weapons or guns was -- were disarmed and they were not pleased. But this was

25  requested by the Sangaris leader in Mbaiki who forbade them to walk around with

16.05.2023 Page 64



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-230-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 16-05-2023 65/77 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666

bladed weapons or guns in the town of Mbaiki. But they didn't want that, they were
not happy with that.

Q. [15:18:16] You talked about disarmament of the Anti-Balaka by the Sangaris.
What type of weapons did the Anti-Balaka have, the ones that were in Mbaiki?

A.  [15:18:37] Some had Kalashnikovs and rocket launchers, war guns. They had
DKW, they had automatic guns. Many of them had machetes and also spears.

Q.  [15:19:08] Could the Sangaris disarm them completely?

A.  [15:19:21] No, no, no, they weren't successful in that. They couldn't disarm
them. They could only disarm some of them. Some of the most stubborn ones left,
went to Baguirmi. Isaw that there were Sangaris who were patrolling there and
trying to disarm some of the Anti-Balaka who were in that area.

Q. [15:19:55] And those who were not stubborn and who were not disarmed, did
they stay?

A. [15:20:10] No. No, they weren't in the town of Bangui. You know, Mbaiki is
a large town. They withdrew. Idon't know exactly where they went. The largest
base was in Bombole. They were also in various neighbourhoods. Some were in
the area around the SOCATEL.

Q. [15:20:38] And the Bombole base, is that where the abattoir is?

A. [15:20:50] Yes, indeed. Bombole is where the abattoir is. The name of

the neighbourhood is Bombole and the abattoir is in that neighbourhood of Bombole.
Q.  [15:21:10] Do you know the name of some of the Anti-Balaka who were in

the Bombole base?

A. [15:21:22] No, no. Idon't know the names of those who were in that base.

Q. [15:21:39] You mentioned Coeur de Lion, who was in Mbaiki and (Redacted).

(Redacted) Where was he based?
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A. [15:22:01] Coeur de Lion was based at the town hall of Mbaiki. He controlled
his elements who were in the abattoir. There was a checkpoint at that level. There
was a checkpoint at that level.

Q.  [15:22:27] Just so that I understand what you're saying, you just said that

the Sangaris were checking the Anti-Balaka in the town hall, so some did remain at
the town hall and some left?

A.  [15:22:52] Yes, some stayed at the town hall. They took heavy weapons and
left at Bombole. Some elements remained at the SOCATEL.

Q. [15:23:20] You just mentioned that (Redacted) complained to Coeur de Lion
when some Anti-Balaka elements caused trouble. What was his reaction when
(Redacted) complained to him?

A.  [15:23:49] (Redacted) {ICR: (Redacted)} at that time and when incidents took
place, some {PFR: (Redacted)} the Anti-Balaka often hassled women as they went to
the market. In that case, {ICR: (Redacted)} to tell him about the situation. And after
that, there was a meeting that he held with his elements to tell them to watch out
about exactions, theft, and all those sort of things stopped and didn't happen to

the same degree as they had before.

Q. [15:24:44] So they didn't do it so openly anymore. Did they do it in hiding,
therefore?

A.  [15:25:00] No, no, they didn't do it in hiding. Isaw that they should be
evacuated. They were selling all their personal belongings so they were trying to
take them by force. (Redacted) discussed this with Coeur de Lion, (Redacted)
reminded him of his promise and said these are incidents which could lead to greater
trouble and lead to war between the two communities. * (Redacted) came to an

agreement in order to avoid a quarrel between the two communities. And so he
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1 spoke to his elements, as he did every morning when there was a meeting, he spoke
2 to them and these incidents ceased.
3 Q. [15:26:06] Thank you, Mr Witness. According to you, who was the leader of
4 the Anti-Balaka in Mbaiki?
5 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:26:17] I think -- I think we have discussed that
6 already. That'sjust the question that you put to the witness simply a little bit
7 different, "According to you". He has said -- he has spoken about a reunion where
8  Mr Yekatom spoke. I think he has said that when Mr Yekatom was not there,
9  Coeur de Lion was his deputy. He has spoken about a lieutenant who said - I'm
10  summing up, yeah: Ihave spoken about a lieutenant who said that he was higher in
11 rank, but because of the situation, because it was not a normal military group, it was
12 Mr Yekatom who was higher up.
13 So I think this is really enough. Please continue.
14  MSWAKCHOM: [15:27:14](Interpretation) Your Honour, I'll move on to another
15  topic.
16 Q. [15:27:17] Mr Witness, you said previously during your testimony that
17  (Redacted) Rambo and Coeur de Lion at different points in time. I would like to
18  know that -- whether (Redacted) both of them at the same time at any point of time
19  during the time when the Anti-Balaka were present in Mbaiki.
20 A.  [15:27:52] No. Meeting both of them on one time in Mbaiki, no.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:28:02] If I may.
22 What about the first meeting -- we are in open session -- do you have any
23 knowledge -- just in -- don't -- that during the first meeting in the Mbaiki church, were
24 there -- were Mr Yekatom and Mr Coeur de Lion present, do you recall that?

25  THE WITNESS: [15:28:36](Interpretation) During that meeting, Coeur de Lion was
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not present. There was only Alfred Yekatom and some of his elements.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:28:45] Thank you for that clarification.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:28:57](Interpretation)

Q.  [15:29:05] I'm going to move on to another topic.

Mr Witness, do you remember that when you had your interview with the OTP you
were able to look at some extracts of a video where you could identify and recognise
some individuals.

I'm going to show you some extracts of other videos and ask you some questions
about the identity of individuals who appear in the footage.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:29:53] And this can be done in open session?
MS WAKCHOM: [15:30:00] Oui, Monsieur le Président.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:30:04] Perhaps I would have one or two
questions in private session.

Let's go shortly to private session and then come back.

(Private session at 3.30 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:30:27] We're in private session, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:30:29] Thank you.

Mr Witness, do you recall that (Redacted) Coeur de Lion phoned

with Mr Yekatom?

THE WITNESS: [15:30:55](Interpretation) Yes, I recall that he called him by
telephone.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:31:01] And do you recall what they spoke or
how they addressed -- how he addressed him?

THE WITNESS: [15:31:23](Interpretation) He called him "chief" or "authority". But

obviously the telephone wasn't on hands free. He called him "Kotazo", which could
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mean chief or authority.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:31:43] Okay, thank you.

We go to open session. And do we -- are we only looking at the video footage or do
we need the translation for that?

MS WAKCHOM: [15:31:57](Interpretation) We need interpretation, your Honour,
but the extract is very short.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:32:08] Okay. Fine.

(Open session at 3.32 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [15:32:27] We're in open session, Mr President.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:32:44](Interpretation) Thank you.

Q.  [15:32:49] Now, Witness, I'm going to show you a video clip.

And for the court officer, I would report that this is a video at tab 7,
CAR-OTP-2065-4849. So that was 2065-4849. And we'll listen to that from 00 to
01:25. And the transcript is at tab 19 of the Prosecutor's binder, CAR-OTP-2118-5685
and page 5687 to page 5688, from lines 1 to 56.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:34:02] Do we know when the footage was taken?
Do you have information about that? Ihave some idea, looking at the photo, but ...
MS WAKCHOM: [15:34:17](Interpretation) The estimated date of this video is

13 December 2013.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:34:28] Thank you.

If the booth is ready, I think we can -- we can start. Yeah.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:34:41](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"If I can find the person who you refer to, I'm going to kill him. I don't need

diplomacy, I don't want to approach. And so those of us who have weapons, we
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need to take up our weapons and put them somewhere."

The interpreter from the Sango booth would like to indicate that this video is not loud
enough. And the interpreter in the English booth does not know where we are in
the transcript.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:35:37] So then we play it -- so we play it again,
we play it louder.

And, please, everybody from the booth, tell us when you're ready, because there is

a translation. And if there is a translation I think we -- we can continue.

So, please, louder. We start it again from the beginning.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:36:05] The interpreter in the Sango booth indicates that
there is no transcript. And the interpreter in the English booth does not know or has
not had time to find what page of the transcript this is or what line to what line.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:36:19] So we have to stop again. So what's

the problem now? Ididn't hearit. Ididn't hear itactually. So why don't we have
translation at the moment, can you please let us know?

Obviously, we do not only -- not only have no translation, we have no sound at all.
Well, I would really much appreciate it if we got some information why this was not
interpreted. We didn't hear it.

Well --

MS MASSIDDA:  [15:37:20] Sorry, if I can be of assistance. It looks like the booth
are communicating with each other for the issue. I can see -- this because I can see
the interpreters discussing.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:31] Yeah, yeah, it's nice that you see

something, but I would like to hear something.
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THE INTERPRETER: [15:37:39] There's a message from the French booth saying that
it has only now appeared on the display screen and it wasn't there before.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:47] So now -- so now we have

the information. So it did not appear, the French translation, and first of all

the sound was not loud enough. So what we are doing now is we increase the sound,
but not so much that our ears are blown away, please. And then we can start now
because now it's on the screen for the booth.

Please start it again.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:38:13](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"AY: Butlooking to take advantage of somebody running off to -- to rob their
weapon ... I would clearly like to say that, tomorrow, brother -- that the brother in
question did not take back or bring back the weapon. Iwill kill him. I will recover
the weapon. You have got to believe it.

INI: He's going to bring it.

AY: The weapon that Abi had ... we needed to go to a lot of trouble, even pointing

a weapon at him in order to get it back. You can ask him when you get there; we
had to use diplomacy.

INI: If we didn't act as diplomats, we wouldn't get the weapon back.

AY: Yeah, if we hadn't acted like diplomats, we wouldn't have got the weapon back.
Now, if it was up to me, we wouldn't mix with them at all ...

INI: Where are you? Come, we're having a meeting, come here, come and tell us
what you want to tell us.

AY: So, from now on, we have to listen to each other, those of us who have weapons,

we have to set up positions, we have to become free, and let the smaller ones,
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the younger ones be deployed once night has come. We have to set up a guard turn
by turn ... we don't want to abandon this area ... if we wait, two days ... we're going to
discuss this, we're going to study the matter, study what we can do. And thanks be
to God, the little one has already been located ...

INI:  A52.

AY: Our A52. So we have to get organised; I don't know if the lieutenant has
something to say.

AY: My brothers, we won't -- we cannot be abandoned, we cannot be discouraged.
We have been surveying the situation since yesterday until this point in time. So we
don't -- we shouldn't become discouraged; the people of Bimbo have come. Wait to
see if he has really sent elements based at Ledger here. If he does, with our great
number, we can get organised and we can do something.

INI: So has he undertaken to deploy elements here today?

AY: Those elements which are based there."

End of quotation.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:41:47] So now, you couldn't know, of course,
Ms Wakchom, now the sight translation has finished. So please start again.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:42:05](Interpretation)

Q. [15:42:07] Now, Witness, you've been able to see that piece of video that we've
just shown a few moments ago, am I right?

A. [15:42:23] Yes, I saw it.

Q. [15:42:30] Now did you identify, did you recognise anybody in that footage?

A.  [15:42:39] Yes. The person in the middle who's wearing a red T-shirt is Alfred
Yekatom Rombhot, and the person who is to his left and who is wearing a T-shirt

which is in military green is Coeur de Lion. Irecognise -- I recognise those two
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1 individuals.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:43:00] Well, that that, we could have had a still
3 and could have achieved the same, I think. Okay.
4 MSWAKCHOM: [15:43:19](Interpretation)
5 Q. [15:43:23] And, Witness, if you look at this still from the video, do you recognise
6 any other individuals, aside from Mr Yekatom or Mr -- or Mr Coeur de Lion?
7 A.  [15:43:43] Well, the image is not very clear. It's not possible to identify
8 everybody on the picture. I only recognise those two.
9 Q. [15:44:04] That's okay. I'm going to show you another video and I'm going to
10  ask you to try and identify the people on that video. So while the video is being
11 shown, if you could look closely to see if you recognise those who appear on your
12 screen.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:44:37] Ms Dimitri.
14 MS DIMITRI: [15:44:39] Thank you, Mr President. Just for clarity of the record,
15 could you just point out the timestamp where the witness indicated he did not
16  recognise or -- anyone. I mean, the two timestamps that were shown with an answer
17 of the witness.
18  MSWAKCHOM: [15:45:03](Interpretation) I think that the first image is at 00:02.
19 That was the first still on which the witness recognised Mr Yekatom and
20  Coeur de Lion.
21 And then the later timestamp is 00:00:0 -- 38 seconds, and there the witness was not
22 able to identify the persons present.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:45:43] [ understand that with the next video it's
24 about identification, then we don't need any sight translation. Yeah. So simply,

25  simply we show -- show the video footage to the witness and he tells us if he
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recognises someone.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:46:02](Interpretation) When it comes to this video, in fact I am
going to have other questions regarding the content of the video, so I think that
interpretation will be necessary.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:46:18] So be it. And please tell the booth where
the -- where the translation is.

And the booth, please tell us when they are ready.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:46:36](Interpretation) Yes. So the next video is at tab 9 and it
has the ERN CAR-OTP-2065-5323. And this is also dated 3 -- or 13 December 2013.
And we will play from minute 00 to minute 01:44. And the translation can be found
at tab 20 and the ERN there is CAR-OTP-2118-5698.

THE INTERPRETER: [15:48:08] The interpreters are ready.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:48:13](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"Journalist: Is this a new thing that you're based here?

AY: Yes, this is new.

Journalist: What happened?

AY: Well, we take control, we try to take control.

Journalist: So you try to gain terrain, and you then adopt positions, is that it?

AY: Sorry, what did you say?

Journalist: You're -- you're conquering terrain?

AY: Well, we're in the field and, yes, we are winning back land. We're operating in
the field now. It's our land.

Journalist: And this road, where does it -- what does it represent? Where does it

go?
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INI: This is the old Mbaiki road.

AY: It's the old Mbaiki road.

So could you give us some palm wine, around 200 CFA worth.

Journalist: Is it the Seleka who had this road?

INI: Yes, indeed it was the Seleka. They had a post here. They had a -- they even
held up the -- the command, the commander of the brigade.

They came here and they beat up a gendarme here, a brigade commander."
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:50:12] Yeah, we can stop here, perhaps.

Mr Witness, do you recognise this person?

THE WITNESS: [15:50:31](Interpretation) Yes, indeed, that was Rodrigue
Mokomade.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:50:42](Interpretation)

Q.  [15:50:43] And what do you know about this Rodrigue Mokomade?

A.  [15:50:56] I don't know anything about him. Iknow he's a brother and I know
that he came in the teams -- the SCAD teams to play football. ~And then he joined
the FACA, and then during the crisis we saw him in Rambo's team. He was one of
his deputies. At least he was part of his immediate security.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:51:37](Interpretation) Your Honour, as I was saying,

the timestamp at which the witness recognised Rodrigue Mokomade was at minute
00:55.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:51:58] Thank you.

MS WAKCHOM: [15:52:04](Interpretation)

Q. [15:52:07] Now, Witness, you heard Rodrigue referring to the importance of
the Mbaiki road for the people of Bangui. Is that something that you too have

recognised, because you have used the road many times yourself?

16.05.2023 Page 75



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-230-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 16-05-2023 76/77 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1666

A.  [15:52:37] Yes, it's my friends who provide all kinds of products, and
agricultural products, and basic supplies to the people of Bangui. And so the PK9
road is essential when it comes to providing cassava, coco, et cetera, which are all
tavourite foods of the Central Africans. So many products from Lobaye. These are
products which are used by all Central African families. So that is a route which is
indeed important to supply foodstuffs, certain foodstuffs to Bangui. One of those
foodstuffs also being caterpillars.

Q. [15:53:35] Now, thank you for that. Rodrigue also mentioned a roadblock
which was under the control of the Seleka and he said that that was where he was
located. Now, did you recognise that place when you saw the video?

A.  [15:54:00] The only Seleka barrier that I know, and I know the Mbaiki road, it's
the principal road, and that would be the roadblock at PK9. Now, who was at that
post I do not know.

Q. [15:54:23] I understand that you don't recognise this particular control barrier.
But did you encounter other roadblocks that were run by the Anti-Balaka at that
time?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:54:42] Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [15:54:44] Just a clarification, Mr President. When we say "at that
time" are we talking about December 2013, or we're back in January 2014 or
February 2014?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:54:54] So do you have any, any knowledge,
Mr Witness, of Anti-Balaka roadblocks January 2014, February 2014?

THE WITNESS: [15:55:23](Interpretation) When the Seleka withdrew, I no longer
travelled the Bangui-Mbaiki road, so I don't know how many checkpoints there were.

It was 6 February that we were evacuated on by the Chadian army. So I couldn't tell
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1 you where the checkpoints were, because at that point in time I was no longer
2 travelling that road, the Bangui-Mbaiki road.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:55:58] Do you have further questions with
4  regard to this video?
5 MSWAKCHOM: [15:56:03](Interpretation) No, your Honour. And I think that
6  we're approaching 4 o'clock.
7 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:56:12] That was exactly also my idea. And that
8  means we conclude for today and I think we can expect the Prosecution finishes
9  in -- during the first, first session tomorrow.
10 Mr Witness, thank you very much for today, for patiently asking all these questions.
11 Butit's not over for you, obviously. We continue tomorrow at 9.30.
12 THE COURT USHER: [15:56:38] All rise.

13 (The hearing ends in open session at 3.56 p.m.)
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