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1 International Criminal Court

2 Trial Chamber V

3 Situation: Central African Republic II

4 In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and

5  Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona - ICC-01/14-01/18

6  Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovacs and

7 Judge Chang-ho Chung

8  Trial Hearing - Courtroom 1

9  Tuesday, 31 January 2023
10 (The hearing starts in private session at 9.33 a.m.)
11 THE COURT USHER: [9:33:50] All rise.
12 The International Criminal Court is now in session.
13 Please be seated.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:11] Good morning, everyone.
15 Court officer, please call the case.
16 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:34:18] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.
17  Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus
18  Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.
19  And for the record, we are in private session.
20  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:32] I ask for the appearances of the parties.
21  Prosecution, first.
22 MR VANDERPUYE: [9:34:37] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,
23 your Honours. Good morning, everyone. Today the Prosecution is represented by
24 Sylvie Wakchom, Yassin Mostfa and myself Kweku Vanderpuye. Good morning.

25  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:34:49] Thank you.

31.01.2023 Page 1



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-197-Red3-ENG WT 31-01-2023 2/92 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1786

Ms Massidda.

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:34:51] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.

For the victims of the others crimes appearing today, Mr Yaré Fall, Ms Mouhia Asso,
Ms Gabriella dos Santos and myself Paolina Massidda.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:04] Mr Suprun.

MR SUPRUN: [9:35:06] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. The former
child soldiers are represented today by Ms Hoar Habrelian, visiting professional, and
myself Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of Public Counsel for Victims.

Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:18] Thank you.

Ms Dimitri next.

MS DIMITRI:  [9:35:22] Thank you.

Good morning, Mr President. Good morning, your Honours. Good morning,
everyone.

Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom this morning and he is represented by

Ms Anta Guissé, Mr Gyo Suzuki, Ms Lena Casiez, Mr Jean Michel Kola,

Mr Tobie Raphaél Godue, Ms Yousra Lamgaddam and myself Mylene Dimitri.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:35:47] Thank you very much.

Mr Knoops.

MR KNOOPS: [9:35:50] Good morning, Mr President. Good morning,

your Honours. Good morning everyone in the courtroom.

Our team is today before the Chamber with Ms Sara Pedroso, Despoina Eleftheriou
and our new intern Ms Tessia Monteiro. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:06] Thank you very much.

And for the parties, I don't know if you have noticed, we are in private session.
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The reason for that is information that actually I got two minutes ago, and I will
address it now, so you will hear it.

And we have, of course, which is the reason why we are here, we have a new witness
at the video-link location.

Good morning, (Redacted). Do you hear and understand me well?

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1786

(The witness speaks Sango)

(The witness gives evidence via video link)

THE WITNESS: [9:36:44](Interpretation) I can hear you just fine.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:36:47] On behalf of the Chamber I would like to
welcome you to the courtroom. You are called to testify to assist this Chamber in
the case against Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaissona.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

THE WITNESS: [9:37:31](Interpretation) Yes, that is correct.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:37:32] Could you please tell the Court -- I'm -- as
you perhaps have understood, I'm the president of -- of this Chamber. Could you
please tell us what the reason for this is.

THE WITNESS: [9:38:07](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:38:51] Well, has the Prosecution any opinion?

I think we -- nothing has changed, to our evaluation that we gave, until now. These
are more general concerns. What do you say, Mr Vanderpuye?

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:39:09] Thank you, Mr President.

We haven't had the opportunity, obviously, to delve into this with the witness
because of the protocols that are in place. You're right, these seem to be general
concerns. And I would note, also for the witness's benefit, that there have been
witnesses that have testified publicly also from -- from Bangui in the case so far.
However, I think it may be incumbent for the Chamber, it may be even in -- in -- I
would say not closed session, but ex parte to delve into the witness's concerns,
particularly (Redacted).

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:39:53] Generally speaking, (Redacted), you have
changed -- you are also aware that you have changed your mind. You don't have to
tell me what the specifics are, but is there something that -- just -- just say yes or no, is
there something that changed your mind with regard to testifying?

Because -- because you said initially you have no problems to testify openly.

Just yes or no, has something changed your mind specifically?

THE WITNESS: [9:40:53](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:41:43] Mr Witness, did -- Mr Witness, did

31.01.2023 Page 4



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-197-Red3-ENG WT 31-01-2023 5/92 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1786

anybody speak with you in the last couple of days or weeks?

THE WITNESS: [9:42:03](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:42:20] So now we come closer.

Can you be more specific (Redacted)?

THE WITNESS: [9:42:48](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:43:24] So this is new information, I have to say.
Mr Vanderpuye, do you want to make any submission in that regard?

MR VANDERPUYE: [9:43:35] Thank you, Mr President.

Ido. Iwould submit that the Chamber should reconsider the determination on our
application for protective measures on the basis of this information. (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:44:07] Thank you.

Ms Dimitri and then Mr Knoops, or whoever.

MS DIMITRI:  [9:44:12] Thank you, Mr President.

If I may, the last information provided by the witness is not clear at all for me. He
seems to be talking about another trial (Redacted)

(Redacted)
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related to -- unless I'm wrong, but it's -- it's not clear to me because (Overlapping
speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:44:38] Okay. That's -- that's a point. I think
I can clarify that.

I have understood it, of course, because we are dealing with this case in a certain way,
but ...

So, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)? Was this your understanding?

THE WITNESS: [9:45:18](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:45:33] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

THE WITNESS: [9:45:55](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:46:17] Mr Knoops, do you have any opinion on
that?

MR KNOOPS: [9:46:20] Good morning, Mr President. Thank you very much for
giving us the floor.

We defer, of course, the decision to the Chamber. That speaks for itself. ButI
would like to make only one remark, that (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). That that's my
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first observation.

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). So I think that that's still a valid point for the Court to reconsider. And
the question, of course, is (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)?

So with these two remarks, Mr President, I wish the Chamber (Overlapping speakers)
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:47:49] It's not easy (Overlapping speakers)

MR KNOOPS: [9:47:52](Overlapping speakers) the wisdom of the Chamber. But,
of course, it's a very delicate decision to make, because (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

okay, that's -- that's interesting information, (Redacted)

(Redacted)? That's not clear from the witness information,

unless the witness can inform us more.

But he specifically said, (Redacted)

(Redacted). If that's the case, that's

nothing spectacular in terms of a threat to his security situation. Apart from

the general situation in Bangui, which he already described. Thank you,

Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:48:49] Thank you.

Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [9:48:51] Thank you, Mr President.

Of course we'll defer to the Chamber, but I just want to underline that, for me,
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the three points elicited by -- the three points on which the Chamber based its
decision in filing 1734, which is (Redacted)

(Redacted) that its -- (Redacted)

importantly, (Redacted)

(Redacted). For me, these still point -- they

still apply and I don't see any -- any grounds for reconsideration. But we defer to
the Chamber.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:49:36] Thank you very much.

So this is really, since it's not an easy situation, I appreciate the input of everyone here.
And, indeed, what Mr Knoops said makes me ask another question to the witness.
(Redacted)

(Redacted)?

THE WITNESS: [9:50:29](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:50:36] And (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)? If you can describe the situation a little bit more

to us.

THE WITNESS: [9:51:20](Interpretation) (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:51:49] Thank you.

(Trial Chamber confers)
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:52:02] So let's give us five or 10 minutes.

2 And we will have to ponder this, of course, in the deliberation room.

3 Thank you, for the moment.

4 THE COURT USHER: [9:52:11] All rise.

5  (Recess taken at 9.52 a.m.)

6  (Upon resuming in private session at 9.59 a.m.)

7 ~ THE COURT USHER: [9:59:11] All rise.

8  Please be seated.

9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:59:31] So the -- after deliberation, the Chamber
10 grants the protective measures of pseudonym, voice distortion and face distortion.
11 The reason being that the witness has provided the Chamber with new information
12 regarding his testimony, (Redacted)

13 (Redacted)

14 So this is the reason why we -- we reconsidered our initial decision.

15 And I understand that we can continue, that they are already in place.

16  And, (Redacted), Mr Witness, you have understood that we granted the protective
17  measures, yes?

18  THE WITNESS: [10:00:45](Interpretation) Yes, I understand.

19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:00:49] So we take it, and I take it, that we can
20  continue with your examination.

21  But for taking the oath we go to open session.

22 (Open session at 10.01 a.m.)

23 THE COURT OFFICER: [10:01:18] We are in open session, Mr President.

24 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:01:20] Thank you.

25  Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell
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the truth. Please read this card ...

Okay.

Mr Witness, first of all, we need you to take the solemn undertaking to take the oath.
Please listen to me and speak after me and this will be your oath.

So please listen: I solemnly declare ...

THE WITNESS: [10:02:10](Interpretation) I solemnly declare ...

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:02:12] ... that I will speak the truth ...

Mr Witness, please repeat what I have said.

THE WITNESS: [10:02:46](Interpretation) I solemnly declare ...

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:02:50] ... that I will speak the truth ...

THE WITNESS: [10:02:58](Interpretation) ... that I will speak the truth ...
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:03:04] ... the whole truth and nothing but

the truth.

THE WITNESS: [10:03:15](Interpretation) ... the whole truth and nothing but

the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:03:22] Thank you, Mr Witness. You are now
under oath. And it is very important, as you have just sworn, that you tell us

the truth and also that you tell us everything that you know.

Before we start with your testimony, there are a few technical matters. Everything
we say here and what you are saying is translated, and to allow the interpreters to
follow what you say you have to speak at a relatively slow pace so that they can catch
up. And when you are asked a question, please wait with your answer a couple of
seconds so that the interpreter -- the interpreters can follow you.

Have you understood that, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: [10:04:20](Interpretation) Understood.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:04:21] Okay. So then we start with your
testimony.

Mr Vanderpuye, we are in open session. I think for the biographical details we go to
private session, or do you want to introduce yourself first, perhaps? So you have
the floor, simply, like always.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:04:38] Thank you, Mr President. As you wish. Il go
through a few -- just a few preliminaries and then we'll go into biographical
information.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:04:46] Absolutely. Fine. Fine.
QUESTIONED BY MR VANDERPUYE:

Q.  [10:04:50] {ICR: (Redacted)}. We met just the other day. My name is

Kweku Vanderpuye. I'll be asking you --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:04:57] Mr Vanderpuye, we have now protective
measures.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:05:00] Yes.

Okay, gotit. Thank you, Mr President. Apologies.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:05:06] Okay. Just we don't have to discuss this
turther.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:05:10]

Q. [10:05:10] I'll be asking you a few questions concerning your evidence. AsI
mentioned the other day, I represent the Prosecution, together with my colleagues
Sylvie Wakchom and Mr Mostfa.

So, there will be some areas I might cover during the course of your testimony which
might be sensitive. You are testifying with protective measures and so I'll try to

organise my examination in a way that avoids your possible identification. And
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1 should -- should that happen inadvertently, there are measures that the Court can
2 takein order to ensure that there is no public dissemination of that sensitive
3 information.
4 Are you with me so far?
5 A.  [10:06:10] Yes.
6 Q. [10:06:13] If there's anything that I ask you during the course of the examination
7  thatis unclear to you, then please do not hesitate to ask me, let me know, and I will
8  try to clarify it so that we can understand each other better.
9  Just a reminder, I think the Presiding Judging has already said, we are going through
10  aninterpreter. So that means two things: One is you may need to speak a little
11 slower than you might otherwise so that the interpreters can do their hard work and
12 make sure everything that you say is clear and translated so everyone can understand
13 it
14 And it also means that, as I put questions to you or your answers are conveyed back,
15  there may be slight differences in what you say and what I say, so there may be some
16 misunderstandings. So if I ask you again the same question or to repeat your answer,
17 usually it will be for that reason, just so that the record is clear.
18  Are you with me?
19 A, [10:07:33] Yes, I'm with you.
20 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:07:34] All right.
21 With that said, I'd like to go into private session, please, Mr President.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:07:40] Private session.
23 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:07:43] Thank you.
24 (Private session at 10.07 a.m.)

25  THE COURT OFFICER: [10:07:58] We are in private session, Mr President.
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MR VANDERPUYE: [10:08:02] Thank you.

Q. [10:08:05] Sir, I am going to ask you to state your name for the record, your date
of birth, where you were born. We're in private session, so you can go ahead and do
that.

A.  [10:08:32] My name is (Redacted). (Redacted) on

(Redacted).

Q. [10:08:58] Can you tell the Chamber what is your ethnicity and what, if any,
religion you are or practice.

A.  [10:09:12] I am from (Redacted) and I am a (Redacted).

Q.  [10:09:28] I understand from your statement that (Redacted)

(Redacted); is that right?

A. [10:09:48] Yes, that's correct.

Q.  [10:09:58] I understand that you were (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

A.  [10:10:15] (Redacted).

Q. [10:10:22] (Redacted)

(Redacted)?

A. [10:10:41] (Redacted).

Q. [10:10:56] Can you tell the Chamber when it is that (Redacted).

A. [10:11:15] It was after the events committed by the Seleka that we all went back.
When the Seleka were going towards Bangui.

Q. [10:11:37] All right. And I also understand from your statement that
(Redacted)

(Redacted); is that right?

A. [10:12:08] Yes, that's correct.
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[10:12:12] You joined the group under Mr Yekatom's command?
[10:12:27] Yes, Mr Yekatom was indeed commander.

[10:12:36] How long did you stay with Mr Yekatom's group?

> O » 0O

[10:12:51] (Redacted).

Q. [10:13:02] Okay. I'd like to ask you some questions about your interviews with
the Office of the Prosecutor.

I think, Mr President, we can do that in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:13:14] Yeah, open session.

(Open session at 10.13 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:13:34] We're in open session, Mr President.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:13:40] Thank you.

Q. [10:13:42] Mr Witness, we're in open session. Just to keep that in mind. TI'll
ask you some questions about your interview and about the statement that was
produced as a result of that.

So, first, do you recall meeting with Prosecution investigators for an interview in June
and July of 2017, over several days?

A. [10:14:20] Yes, I recall.

Q.  [10:14:29] In the context of that meeting, was it explained to you that

the purpose of the investigation, or questioning you, rather, was to learn of your
knowledge about the events that had taken place from 2012 through to 2014
concerning the crisis in the Central African Republic?

A. [10:15:13] Yes, but all the questions were being asked concerning

the Anti-Balaka movement *of which Yekatom was a member.

Q. [10:15:34] When you were interviewed, you were informed that it was

important for you to tell the truth, and you did that; is that right?
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A.  [10:15:56] Yes, I was asked to say the truth about what I knew concerning

the events, and that is what I did.

Q. [10:16:11] Very good. And I understand that you recently had an opportunity
to review the statement that was produced back in 2017 and you brought some
corrections to some of the information that's in that statement. I'll putit up on

the screen so you can see what I'm talking about.

But it shouldn't be broadcast, please. Ihave the ERN number of CAR-OTP-00000843.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:17:47] Do you recognise this? Is this your
handwriting, Mr Witness?

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:17:53] Oh, we have it.

Mr President, there is a note indicating how it was produced by (Overlapping
speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:18:07] Well, but we can -- we cannot at the
moment. We try to let the witness answer if it is his handwriting and then we can
proceed with the note.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:18:19] Very well, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:18:20] If we -- if we have the connection back.
Mr Witness, there was a short problem with the connection. So this is your
handwriting on the -- on the screen; is this correct?

It's not -- obviously not. It's my fault. Ihave to apologise.

So, Mr Vanderpuye, continue. My fault.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:18:50] No, no, thank you, Mr President. I'm sorry I didn't
inform you timely.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:18:55] Well, there is -- simply I had forgotten,

simply.
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MR VANDERPUYE: [10:19:01]

Q. [10:19:01] So, Mr Witness, I understand that you made -- you instructed

a person that you spoke with to make certain corrections regarding your statement; is
that right?

A.  [10:19:30] Yes, that's right, because some of those statements were not
retranscribed correctly.

Q.  [10:19:43] Thank you. That's -- that's very helpful.

According to the information we have received from the Victims and Witnesses Unit,
there were a number of corrections that you made relating to paragraphs 2, 3,4, 7, 8, 9,
10, 12, 13 and 16 of your statement.

Does that sound about right to you?

A. [10:20:34] Yes, that's right. But, you know, in the meantime, this was not
transcribed correctly and that's why I had to go back and change a number of
passages, to correct a number of paragraphs.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:20:51] I think you -- you can move on from that.
I -- I think nobody will -- will say that this explanatory note was somehow falsified.
Actually, I don't see it.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:21:06] Thank you, Mr President.

And I should --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:21:09] Perhaps one -- one thing, that is, are

the corrections made were reviewed by the witness in the presence of VWU staff?
That is the thing, I think, perhaps.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:21:20] Thank you, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:21:21] If the witness had a chance to -- to discuss

what has been corrected again then with the VWU staff, that that is the point.
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1 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:21:28] Yes.
2 Would you like me to put the question?
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:21:32] Yes, please.
4 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:21:33]
5 Q. [10:21:34] I think you've heard Mr President's question. Did you have an
6  opportunity to review what was corrected with the VWS staff at the time that
7  the corrections were made?
8 A. [10:22:03] Yes.
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:22:06] I think that we can proceed now.
10 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:22:08] Yes, thank you, Mr President.
11 Tjust want to correct myself. I referred to paragraph numbers at page 19, line 14,
12 that should be page numbers. Yes, page numbers. All right.
13 Q. [10:22:23] Mr Witness, I understand that your statement was read back to you
14 and you made the corrections. My question thenis: Do you agree that your
15  statement, together with the corrections you've made, that the Chamber can consider
16  that as your evidence in this case?
17 A.  [10:23:01] Yes,  agree. But after having read, then I gave my agreement for this
18  to be submitted into the file.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:17] And it's exactly, Mr Witness, what we are
20  talking about. So your initial statement that was read to you back and you made
21  the corrections and we would only consider it read together with
22 your -- the corrections that you made. Yeah? Is that fine with you?
23 THE WITNESS: [10:23:54](Interpretation) Yes, that's fine with me.
24 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:23:56] Then I think we can state for the record

25  that -- I hear first Mss Dimitri.
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MS DIMITRI:  [10:24:03] Thank you, Mr President.

For clarity and -- and transparency, I notice that in the corrections the witness
indicated that he only speaks Sango. However, when you look at the statement, it is
clear from the first page of the statement and from the last page of the statement that
the statement was done in French and English only. There doesn't appear to have
been a Sango interpreter.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:24:40] Yes, I think that that is -- that is
something that is on the record. And -- but I understood it that the -- that this
statement was read to the witness in Sango and interpreted. So this is also -- also
clear. This seems also to be clear.

MS DIMITRI:  [10:24:58] Yes, I understand that, Mr President. At the time

the witness arrived here, I mean at the -- at the field office, it was reread in Sango.
But the question arises, I mean for me, how was the statement taken at the time by
the Prosecution's investigators if the witness doesn't -- doesn't speak French?
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:25:20] Well, Mr Vanderpuye, do you have an
answer to that?

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:25:23] I think it's a fair question. I canlookintoit. ButlI
think as Ms Dimitri knows, a number of witnesses who do in fact speak French,
certainly much better than I do and can conduct interviews, prefer to testify in Sango,
which is their primary language, even though they speak relatively well a second or
third language.

But I can look into it, I can come back to the Chamber on it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: However --

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:25:49] In any event, I don't think it affects the reliability of

the statement since it was recently reviewed in the presence of (Overlapping
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speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:25:57] Yeah, this is exactly -- this is exactly
the point. But I also appreciate it that Ms Dimitri pointed the finger on that. But
nevertheless this statement, as it is here, was read to the witness and interpreted into
Sango and he has said that with the corrections made it can be part of the evidence.
And therefore, for the record, for the moment, we say that the Rule 68(3)
requirements are fulfilled.

So please continue, Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:26:25] Thank you, Mr President.

I think you already have the ERN number of the statement at tab 10. I've given
the ERN of the corrections. I'd like to also give the ERN for -- of the notes from
the VWS.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:26:43] Absolutely.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:26:43] It's CAR-OTP-00000842.

Okay. Ithink we can -- just bear with me one moment because I will be doing a fair
amount of this on the fly in terms of private session or closed -- or open session.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:27:15] Take your time, Mr Vanderpuye.

In the meantime, it would of course be very much appreciated if the Prosecution
would finish their examination today.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:27:32] Thank you, Mr President. That's -- that's

my -- that's my plan.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:27:36] Yeah, yeah, plan, plans, okay. Well,
good intentions.

A goal, I would say your goal. It should be your goal.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:27:45] I think we'll have to go into private session for a --
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:27:51] Private session.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:27:52] Thank you.

(Private session at 10.28 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:28:09] We're in private session, Mr President.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:28:15] Thank you.

Q.  [10:28:15] Mr Witness, we're now in private session, just -- just in an abundance
of caution.

I wanted to ask you about how it is you came to (Redacted) and

some details about it.

At paragraph 19 of your statement you indicate that you arrived -- that

the Anti-Balaka arrived on 5 December and that on or about the 7th or 8th, that is

a few days later, Mr Yekatom (Redacted)

(Redacted).

So my first question is: Did he explain to you at the time that he called you what he
meant by "(Redacted)"? What specifically he wanted. If you could just start with
that and then I'll -- I'll move from there.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:29:08] And in the meantime, Mr Vanderpuye, if
we look at the statement of the witness, 0215, that's the last page, under paragraph 3,
this could perhaps underscore your assumption, because the -- the interpreter certifies
there that the witness understands French. So I think -- I think for the moment we
don't have a problem here. Yeah. Yeah.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:29:37](Microphone not activated)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:29:39] Microphone.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:29:39] Yes, I think also paragraph -- my recollection is

paragraph 4, yeah, there's an indication as well (Overlapping speakers)
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:29:48] Yeah, okay.
2 No, no, but it's like always. And we had -- last time we had the issue that
3 the witness spoke French, and there were other issues which I don't want to repeat, so
4 we are fine with the witness testifying in Sango here.
5 Mr Vanderpuye, please continue.
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:30:05] Thank you, Mr President.
7 Q. [10:30:10] Mr Witness, sorry, sorry about that.
8 Canyou -- can you explain what Mr Yekatom was referring to when (Redacted)
9 (Redacted).
10 A. [10:30:43] (Redacted)
11 (Redacted). And so, during the events he left on his own to set up his own
12  Anti-Balaka movement and I was not with him. When he came back, we would not
13 see each other, we would not talk to each other. And just at one point (Redacted)
14  (Redacted)
15 (Redacted)
16 (Redacted)
17  (Redacted) after the attack on 5 December. I was not with him on December 5th,
18  (Redacted)
19  (Redacted).
20  (Redacted)
21  After his movement was set up, then (Redacted)
22 (Redacted).
23 Q. [10:32:21] Okay. That's very helpful. But just so I have it clear, I understand
24 that (Redacted)

25  (Redacted) after the 5 December attack, at which point you did join the group. Dol
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have that right?

A. [10:33:11] Yes, that's right. After 5 December, (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). They had finished -- they were done with the attack of 5 December and
they withdrew to the Yamwara school. (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q.  [10:33:50] And in terms of the 5 December attack that they were done with, did
you discuss that with Mr Yekatom when you arrived at the school a few days later?
A.  [10:34:24] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

We really didn't talk about anything more than that. He was very busy. He

was -- he was going here, going there. We really didn't have a chance to talk to one
another about anything.

Q. [10:35:26] How did you learn that his group had withdrawn to the Yamwara
school following the attack on 5 December? How did you learn about that?

A. [10:35:57] Yes. Iheard about that from (Redacted)

(Redacted) was the one who told us about that.

(Redacted). Iwasn't there.

(Redacted)

(Redacted) how I learned that they were at the

Yamwara school.

Q. [10:36:50] How did you learn that they participated in the 5 December attack?
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A.  [10:37:17] Well, I told you, I learned that the Anti-Balaka had entered Bangui on
5 December. I didn't know that Yekatom was amongst the attackers. It was only
later on that (Redacted) was amongst the people who

had attacked the city and now they were based at the Yamwara school. So that's
how Ilearned. (Redacted)

Q. [10:37:59] Okay. Thank you. That's helpful.

Now, when you joined the group at the Yamwara school, did you discuss with

Mr Yekatom, or anybody else, about the 5 December attack?

A. [10:38:41] No, we didn't talk about that. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). So I--Iknow that after the attack they were repelled and they withdrew
to the Yamwara school.

Q. [10:39:13] Okay. Did you learn at any point while you were with

Mr Yekatom's group about their participation in the 5 December attack from anyone
other than Mr Yekatom (Redacted)?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:39:38] Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [10:39:39] Mr President, the last question was: "Did you discuss with
Mr Yekatom or anybody else?" So it was asked several times in different manners
and, in my humble opinion, Mr President, when we ask the same question over and
over again in different manners, we're sending a message to a witness, well your
answer was not satisfactory.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:40:04]  know. You know --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:40:06] Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:40:06] First of all, it's a different question. The witness

response is concerning when he arrived, that is (Redacted). I think
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1 Ms Dimitri knows that. I'm now asking him whether during the course of time he
2 was with the group, which he says was until the end of the movement, that
3 discussion was had. That is a completely different (Overlapping speakers)
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:40:28] I agree with Mr Vanderpuye. Please,
5 your question is okay.
6 Ithink you will have to repeat it, unfortunately.
7 Ithink you will have to repeat it, unfortunately.
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:40:39] Thank you, Mr President.
9 Q. [10:40:47] Mr Witness, after you arrived at the Yamwara school, did you discuss
10  with anybody that was there, or anyone, did you learn about the participation of
11 the group in the 5 December attack from anyone, besides Mr Yekatom (Redacted) that
12 you've referred to before?
13 MSDIMITRI: [10:41:08] Mr President. May I just draw your attention to
14 the question put by Mr Vanderpuye at 10.39. It's the exact same question.
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:41:18] Look, the witness answered the question. His
16  answer was responsive to the period of time that he was -- he arrived at the school.
17  This question develops on that issue.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:41:27] Yeah.
19 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:41:31] I don't like, and I don't appreciate, the fact that
20 Ms Dimitri, aware of this, is making an issue about something very straightforward
21  and basic.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:41:43] Well, I would not -- I think there
23 is--there is no need to create more tension that is necessarily in any courtroom
24 Dbecause of the different interests. Ihave decided that you can put the question to

25  the witness and this decision stands and the witness may answer now.
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And probably, Mr Vanderpuye, unfortunately, you would have to give it another try,
obviously. But this is also -- this is also done thing, quite normal.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:42:24] No, it's normal. The (Overlapping speakers)
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:42:26](Overlapping speakers) Because -- because
discussions in the courtroom, a witness, well, that's of course an overreaction -- no, 1
wanted to say that might -- these discussions might irritate the witness.

So, please, Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:42:47] Thank you.

Q.  [10:42:48] Mr Witness, I'll repeat the question again. We lost the connection for
a moment and I'm glad to see you back.

My question is pretty straightforward. It's, during the time that you were with

Mr Yekatom's group, did you discuss with anybody about the 5 December attack,

the role of the group in the 5 December attack?

A. [10:43:31] I told you that I didn't talk to anyone about this matter. When I got
there, people were talking about new attacks, how to organise themselves to drive
the Seleka out. SoIjoined the group only after the attack of 5 December and no one
told me about that. We didn't talk about the attack of 5 December which had
already occurred.

Q.  [10:44:08] Okay. Now, I understand that Mr Yekatom (Redacted)

according to your statement; is that right?

A.  [10:44:40] Yes, Yekatom knew me (Redacted). When I joined the group, he
(Redacted). Unfortunately, before joining

the group, (Redacted)

(Redacted). So that was my situation. I was at the base with the others and there

wasn't even any vehicle when I was there. It was only later that there was a vehicle.
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(Redacted), so there I was at the base

with the others.

Q. [10:45:45] Okay. Ihave your statement. But let me just ask, because it seems
a bit peculiar. When you joined the group (Redacted)

(Redacted) how I understand it. And when Mr Yekatom (Redacted) he had no
vehicle. Do Iunderstand that right?

A. [10:46:18] Yes, of course. He had no vehicle. And even when (Redacted), he
didn't know. It was when I got there that he realised that I had

(Redacted).

Q. [10:46:42] Okay. How long after you got there did a vehicle appear, to be
driven?

A. [10:47:11] (Redacted). We were getting ready to

launch an attack in PK9 and the Bimbo gendarmerie. That was when we were able
to get a vehicle. Irepeat, when we were there, there was no vehicle. It was later,
after the attack, that was when we were able to get our hands on one of the Seleka's
vehicles.

Q. [10:47:47] What was your role in the group with (Redacted) for

a month?

A.  [10:48:10] I didn't do anything. Ididn't do anything. I was there, I would
give some advice to the children. Iwould tell them not to misbehave contrary to our
objectives. Isaid, "You mustn't go out and hold people up. You mustn't steal
people's possessions.”  We didn't want to get complaints from the population.
Already the people had suffered greatly because of the Seleka's violence and abuse
and we were supposed to be helping, so we couldn't allow our elements to commit

the same acts of violence and abuse against the people. So our -- our job at the time
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was much more to provide advice to the young combatants.

Q. [10:49:17] Okay. That's helpful.

Let me just show you a document. It's at tab 11, CAR-OTP-2058-0216.

Mr President, we'll go to open session in a moment, but this is a marked document so
I will stay in private session.

I think we have it on the screen now.

Do you recall this document, sir?

A. [10:50:05] Yes, I do remember it.

Q. [10:50:08] Okay. It's a document that's referred to at paragraph 21 your
statement. And it's an overhead aerial view of the Yamwara school, as you've
indicated. And you've also marked where various individuals stayed, including
the elements and commanders.

I just wanted to show it to you so that you could orient yourself to it, because I want
to show you some photographs and maybe you could help us identify where they are
in the school.

All right.  So, in this particular one you indicated that (Redacted)

I believe it was --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:51:02] I think (Redacted).

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:51:03] -- (Redacted).

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:51:06] (Redacted) it was.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:51:10]

Q. [10:51:10] Is that right, sir?

A. [10:51:14] Yes, that's correct.

Q. [10:51:16] All right. And you've indicated that as letter C in this photograph,

which is toward the bottom in the centre of the image.
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1 A, [10:51:36] That's right.
2 Q. [10:51:37] Okay. Allright. Let me show you some photographs then.
3 Ihave the first one at tab 31, CAR-OTP-2095-5556.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:51:54] Well, this could be -- yeah, open session.
5 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:51:57] Yes, open session. Thank you, Mr President.
6  (Open session at 10.52 a.m..)
7 ~ THE COURT OFFICER: [10:52:17] We're in open session, Mr President.
8 MR VANDERPUYE: [10:52:22] Thank you.
9 Q. [10:52:25] Sir, we're in open session again, just to remind you and remind
10  myself.
11 Do you recognise the location that's depicted in this photograph as the school?
12 A.  [10:52:51] Yes, I recognise this place. I recognise it.
13 Q. [10:53:01] And just if you can orient us, do you know approximately where
14 those two buildings would be situated in the school? Are these classrooms? Are
15  these where the elements stayed? Are these where -- you know what I mean? Can
16  you tell us what this shows.
17 A.  [10:53:33] These are school buildings. There weren't any rooms for
18 theelements. And since the school activities were suspended, we decided to lodge
19 the elements within these various school buildings.
20 Q. [10:53:58] Okay. That's helpful as well.
21 By the way, do you know how -- when the school activities had been suspended?
22 A. [10:54:30] I have noidea. When I got there, the elements were already there.
23 Idon't know why school had been suspended within the school. But what I do
24 know is that at that time there were no students. There were only Anti-Balaka

25  elements within this establishment.
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Q.  [10:54:57] Okay, that's also helpful.

Let me show you another photograph. This one is at CAR-OTP-2095-5474.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:55:09] Tab?

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:55:11] Sorry, tab 29.

Q.  [10:55:24] Do you recognise the building or where these gentlemen are standing
at attention?

A.  [10:55:41] Yes, I recognise it. This is one of the classrooms.

Q.  [10:55:52] Do you recognise the person that is standing facing all of these men
on the left side of the screen?

A. [10:56:15] You mean the person in the foreground? If you're talking about
the one who's in front of other ones, I can tell you that this person is a soldier.

Q. [10:56:35] Yes, it's the person I'm talking about. He's facing the -- the man on
the -- wearing a red shirt. So he's -- he's facing that person.

Left side -- left side of the screen, please.

A.  [10:57:05] I don't know the person who's wearing the red --

THE INTERPRETER: [10:57:10] Overlap.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:57:12]

Q. [10:57:12] All the way left --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:57:13] Well, do you know the person? You
already said that the person that you said is a military man. Do you know this
person? The person facing all the others, perhaps addressing them, who is that?
THE WITNESS: [10:57:42](Interpretation) I know him. This is a soldier, but I no
longer remember his name. He's even still in the army, even now.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:57:58]

Q. [10:57:58] That's fine. If you don't remember, that's -- that's -- that's fine. Just
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say so. Because I don't want you to guess.

You see these men standing in this position, is that something you had seen before at
the school?

A.  [10:58:33] Yes, but within the movement, since they were billeted at this place,
sometimes they were given training and the training would be in the classrooms, just
like you see here.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:58:55] Mr Vanderpuye ...

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:58:57] I see. Isee it's time for a break.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:59:01] Yeah.

MR VANDERPUYE: [10:59:01] That's fine.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:59:03] Let's have a break then until 11.30 and
then we continue.

THE COURT USHER: [10:59:07] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.30 a.m..)

THE COURT USHER: [11:30:48] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:31:02] Mr Vanderpuye, you have the floor.
MR VANDERPUYE: [11:31:07] Thank you, Mr President.

I wanted to show the witness another photograph.

This one is at CAR-OTP -- I'm sorry, tab 27, CAR-OTP-2095-5254. Thank you.

Q.  [11:31:48] Mr Witness, can you see this photograph?

A [11:32:03] Yes, I can see it.

Q. [11:32:06] Do you recognise the location as -- as in the Yamwara school?

A

[11:32:20] Yes, itis. Itisindeed Yamwara school.
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Q. [11:32:29] Do you recognise any of the people in this photograph? There
appear to be four people in there, do you recognise any of them?

A.  [11:32:48] No, I don't recognise them. I don't recognise any of the people in
the photo.

Q. [11:33:00] Did you ever hear of a -- an element that went by the name of

Tingani?

>

[11:33:27] Yes, I heard about him. I have heard this name.
[11:33:36] Would you be able to recognise that person if you saw them?

[11:33:53] Yes, if you showed me a photo, I'd be able to recognise him.

Q> 0O

[11:34:03] What can you tell the Chamber about Tingani?

[11:34:28] I don't know what I can say specifically about Tingani at this point.
It's difficult to recognise all of those people. We all came from different backgrounds.
And Tingani, and I heard about him, but was he tall, short? I can't really say.

Q. [11:35:00] Can you say if he was younger or older?

A.  [11:35:22] Thank you. Now, all those people there, you can see the person is
rather short, but it's difficult to tell their age. Someone may be short, but older. So
depending on his age, he may be small, that's why we called him Tingani, but I -- he
may be short, that's why we call him Tingani, but I don't know his age.

Q. [11:35:56] Okay, that's helpful.

Let me show you another photograph. This one is at tab 30, it's CAR-OTP-2095-5517.
Again, can you situate this area at the Yamwara school base?

A. [11:36:51] Yes, this is the Yamwara school.

Q. [11:36:56] And at the time that you were there, did you see people dressed as we
see here, the elements in civilian clothes and machetes and headscarves, things like

that?
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1 A [11:37:32] Yes. You know, at the time, there were no weapons. Each person
2 came with their own implements, machetes, arrows. Everyone came with whatever
3 they could find.
4 Q. [11:37:57] Okay. Butin this photograph you see the first -- the three
5  individuals standing in the foreground appear to be carrying machetes or knives of
6  some sort, right?
7  Let me ask you about, at this time - and this photograph is taken around
8 15 December 2013 - at this time the school was closed; is that right?
9 A. [11:38:45] When that photo was taken -- well, actually, I don't know when it was
10 taken, so I don't know whether at that time the school was closed. I can't tell.
11 Q. [11:39:01] Well, the photo was taken on or around 15 December 2013.
12 A, [11:39:27] When I joined the group, there were no pupils in the school or within
13 the school perimeter. There were only Anti-Balaka elements on the premises.
14 Q. [11:39:43] In your statement you indicate that there were - at paragraph 25 - that:
15 ".. there were men, women, boys and girls of all ages, 15 or 17 or older in
16  the Anti-Balaka at our base."
17 I want to show you something I noticed in this photograph. I want to ask you about
18 it
19 So, if we can blow up the photograph, we'll see a person on the left wearing a blue
20  hoodie, and blow up that area. That's good, I think.
21  I'want to ask you about the kid that I can see in the -- in the photograph there
22 between the person in the blue hoodie and a -- what looks like a person wearing
23 ayellow shirt. Do you see the kid in there with the yellow collar?
24 A, [11:41:04] You're talking about the child who's somewhat at the back?

25  The one -- you mean the child who is there at the back?
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Q. [11:41:19] Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:41:20] Yes, indeed, the one who has folded its
arms.

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:41:32]

Q. [11:41:32] So my questionis: Did you see -- now it's -- we don't know how old
this child is. But did you see children that looked about that age at the time that you
arrived at the school?

A. [11:42:03] No. Those children were children living around those premises just
behind the school. The one you see there -- well, he -- the others were Anti-Balaka,
he is not.

Q. [11:42:26] Okay. Buthe's on the base. Did you see kids around that age on
the base?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:42:38] Yeah.

THE WITNESS: [11:42:59](Interpretation) Well, I told you that those were not on
the base, they were just going through the base. They walked through or strolled
through because they were living behind the base, just in the vicinity of the base. So
they would come and just watch. At the time when the Anti-Balaka occupied

the premises there were citizens, villagers who lived around the school. But

the children, perhaps, were afraid, they walked through. We were maybe on their
path. But to say that there were children that age within the Anti-Balaka, no, I didn't
see any.

I know that within the premises of the school there were the children of the school
principal. She lived right next door as well. Her children were there.

The principal was not present. Maybe those were her children. Ireally -- I really

can't say more than that.
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Q. [11:44:07] Okay. That's helpful.

Now, in your statement, as I just read to you, you indicate that there were boys and
girls of all ages, and then you say "15 or 17 or older" in the Anti-Balaka at the base.
So my questionis: When you say they were 15 or 17 or older, was that based on
information that the children gave? In other words, did somebody ask them their
age?

A.  [11:45:01] Well, that's just an estimation. Ijust estimated their age by looking at
them. At the time there were lots of us there, there were *older boys and women.
You could just guess their age. So I guessed or estimated their age based on how tall
or not tall they were, and that's why I ventured that age group, 15 or 17, but no one
came up to tell specifically exactly what age they were.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:45:39] Well, you have tried, Mr Vanderpuye, so
you can move on, I think.

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:45:45] Yeah, I have just a couple of --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:45:48] Okay. Yeah, good, but ...

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:45:50]

Q.  [11:45:52] You said that nobody came up to give their age. But my question
was rather the contrary, whether or not anybody in the group, the commanders or
section chiefs or anybody else actually went around to ask the age of the kids that
were, say, 15 or 17, or thought to be 15 or 17. Did that happen?

A.  [11:46:37] Yes, that's what I just said. Perhaps it was the section chiefs that
asked the children questions asking them their age, but I only saw them and I only
estimated or guessed the age of the children.

Q. [11:47:01] Okay. Let me show you another photograph. This one is at tab 32,

CAR-OTP-2095-5570.
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1 SoIjust wanted to confirm that this is also at the Yamwara school; is that right?
2 A, [11:47:40] Yes, I confirm that. Itisindeed the premises of the Yamwara school.
3 And here we are behind the school buildings, next to a well. Those children go to
4 the well to get water.
5 Q. [11:48:09] Was that well operating at the time that you were at the school? In
6  other words, was there water to be had or got there for the elements and the troops?
7 A, [11:48:42] Yes, there was water in the well, and I -- as I said, the people living
8 around the premises would come to the well to get water. So the population,
9  the neighbouring population, as well as the Anti-Balaka elements, would come to get
10 water from the well.
11 Q. [11:49:17] That's very helpful.
12 Did these kids that would go to the well or pass through the premises of the base,
13 were they selling items to the Anti-Balaka?
14 A. [11:49:55] Yes, some children would sell bean fritters or cassavas or rice, cassava
15 rootsorrice. They also sold fritters called cak (phon), or cake (phon).
16 Q. [11:50:21] Let me show you another photograph, and this one is at tab 46,
17 CAR-OTP-2126-1218.
18  And if we could just blow up where the people are down there in the centre of
19 the screen where the yellow canister is, I think. Is this the same area that we just saw
20  in the preceding photo at tab 32, is this the same area?
21 A. [11:51:12] Pardon me, isn't that the house? Aren't we next to the school
22 principal's house in this photo?
23 Q. [11:51:21] Maybe we can zoom out and you can take a better look and see more
24 clearly what we're looking at.

25 A.  [11:51:42] (No interpretation)
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1 Q. [11:51:43] Do you recognise the area?
2 Wedidn't get interpretation from what -- from what you just said.
3 A, [11:52:04] Could you zoom in so that I can really see exactly where this location
4  isso I can take a good look and answer you.
5 Q. [11:52:46] If you're not able to recognise it, that's okay. Don't worry about it.
6  Okay. I'dlike toshow you avideo. Give me asecond, make sure I have the tab
7  number right.
8 Tab 3, CAR-OTP-2005-0129. And the transcript -- translation, rather, is at tab 57.
9  Wait a minute, make sure I have it right. CAR-OTP-2130-1307.
10 And I'd like to play 20:50 through 21:40. So just about a minute. And then I'd like
11 to ask you some questions about the location and some of the things we'll see in that
12 section.
13 For the interpreters, it should be at transcript page 1319, the line should be 379
14 through 393.
15 Are we ready?
16  (Viewing of the video excerpt)
17 MR VANDERPUYE: [11:56:08]
18 Q. [11:56:09] Were you able to see the video?
19 A, [11:56:26] Yes, I saw it.
20 Q. [11:56:30] All right. I want to just confirm a couple of locations. First, we'll
21  start at 21:25, around there.
22 That's fine.
23 Do you recognise the location here at 21:25?
24 A, [11:57:16] I didn't see the -- it very well. The picture is not very clear.

25 Q. [11:57:24] Okay, that's understandable. We can just play it a little bit and we'll
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stop at 21:30.

Are you able to recognise the location?

A.  [11:58:07] (No interpretation)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:58:07] Well, the witness said something, and
what is the translation?

THE WITNESS: [11:58:14](Interpretation) Yes, that's still Yamwara school.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [11:58:16] Thank you.

MR VANDERPUYE: [11:58:19] Okay.

I'd like to just scroll up, if we could, to 21:38. That's okay.

Q. [11:58:41] Do you recognise any of the individuals in this frame?

A.  [11:58:58] No, I don't know them, but it could be that they were part of

the people who came from Bossangoa. But this is still inside the Yamwara school
premises.

Q.  [11:59:22] As you refer to the people that came from Bossangoa, you mean
fighters, right? You mean elements?

A.  [11:59:47] Well, you know, in the group there were Anti-Balakas who had come
from Bossangoa and who were deployed within the Yamwara school premises.
Those combatants, well, I didn't know them. And I am not sure whether those are
the ones we're looking at here.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:00:18] I do think -- correction: I do think those are

the ones that we see here.

MR KNOOPS: [12:00:25]

Q.  [12:00:25] Did you ever hear of a reference to a place called Gobere, or people
coming from Gobere while you were at the Yamwara school?

A.  [12:01:02] Yes. The ones who were supposed to come from Gobere, they all
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came from Bossangoa. That's how we describe them. We would call that -- well,
they would call themselves Gobere, Gobere. That's how they would refer to
themselves amongst themselves.

Q. [12:01:30] That's helpful.

Do you know approximately how many of these Gobere elements came to

the Yamwara school?

A, [12:01:59] I can't give you an exact number. There were some behind

the airport strip and others were with us here. We would just see them when there
was a Seleka attack coming up. So we weren't all together. So I can't tell you
exactly how many of them there were. Some of them were behind the airport and
others were elsewhere, so I can't tell you exactly where they were.

Q. [12:02:36] Okay. That's -- that's no problem.

And when you say they were behind the airport, are you referring to a base there?
Are you referring to some particular locality?

A.  [12:03:03] I mentioned the airport strip. That was on the other side. But there
were different camps. There were several camps. And the ones who were called
Gobere, they were on the other side. They were on the road that heads towards
Kette Goussa.

Q.  [12:03:35] Do you know the names of these camps, or bases where they were, or
at least one?

A.  [12:03:59] That's what I just told you. There was a base around Kette Goussa,
that is to say behind the airport. That's the base -- that's the place that we called
Kette Goussa.

Q. [12:04:18] Okay, that's helpful.

What I'd like to do is I'd like to play another part of this video. I'll ask you some
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1 questions about that as well.

2 Thisis at 21:40, so we'll just play it, I guess, from here. The transcript reference

3 should be at page -- ERN page 1319 through 1320, lines 394 through 415.

4 If you just let me know when we're ready in the booth, then we can play it.

5 THE INTERPRETER: [12:05:06] Message from the interpreters: we are ready.

6 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:05:09] Thank you. Okay, we can play it.

7 (Viewing of the video excerpt)

8 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:07:03] Thank you.

9 Q. [12:07:05] We've stopped at 23:31. And there's a few questions I have for you
10  regarding this footage.
11 First of all, you confirm that that is still the Yamwara school that was shown in that
12 segment?
13 A. [12:07:35] Yes, I confirm that, that is indeed the Yamwara school.
14 Q. [12:07:43] And in this segment you could hear Mr Yekatom speaking, yes?
15 A, [12:08:02] Of course, that's right.
16 Q. [12:08:04] And he's asked about whether the Anti-Balaka was willing to attack in
17  order to remove President Djotodia at the time. Is that something that he discussed
18  with you?
19 A, [12:08:40] I told you, {ICR: (Redacted)}, it was
20  difficult for me to talk to him, because he was unstable. He might come and then 10
21 or 15 minutes later he would leave. So it was difficult for me to go up to him. {ICR:
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)}

25 Q. [12:09:29] Okay. That's fine.
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We're at 23:30 in the video right now. And we can see a number of elements, it
appears, on the screen. Does that appear to be the case to you as well? Do these
appear to be elements or fighters or members of the group?

A. [12:10:15] Yes, these are elements who are part of the group.

Q.  [12:10:24] In the background there you see a kid that seems to be holding a tyre
over his head. Well, I don't want to say it's a kid, a person with a red shirt holding a
tyre over his head. And then to that person's left, that is on your right, there's
somebody holding a -- it looks like a basket on top of their head. Can you see that
on the screen in front of you?

A.  [12:10:59] Yes, I can see that.

Q. [12:11:01] Did you see people on the base, let's say, in stature, resembling

the person that you see in the red shirt and blue pants holding the tyre over their
head?

A. [12:11:37] That wasn't in the camp. [ tried to tell you that earlier. You see,
there were children who were very curious and they would come up, when they saw
people taking photographs they would also come up to have their pictures taken. So
these are, as I told you, curious children who would just come up and see what was
going on.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:12:05] Well, Mr Vanderpuye, I think you have to
move on. I think I said before the break already, you have tried, but I think you
don't -- no, but seriously, you don't get more out of it, I think ...

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:12:20] Yes, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:12:21] Even, you know, it is extremely difficult
from -- from pictures to define a certain age, we all know that. That's the second

point. Apart from that, the witness has answered it.
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And the third point is, it could be also people coming through, as the witness has said,
whatever, so ...

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:12:41] I agree.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:12:42] Okay, good. Move on.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:12:43] What I was going to ask the witness was ...

Q. [12:12:52] At the base, were patrols set up in order to control the perimeter?

A. [12:13:18] Yes, {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}, so we could discipline the unruly elements who might go out and steal
or pillage. {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}

And so it was a matter of instilling some discipline within the rank and file. There
wasn't enough food for everyone, so it was possible that the children might go and
get food outside, so we needed to set up a team of people to ensure discipline within
the rank and file.

Q.  [12:14:33] Was there any concern for security, or information security, if you
want to put it that way, in -- to prevent spying or leaking of information about what
was going on on the base, what you were planning, what you were doing?

A.  [12:15:10] Of course. There were people who would come and join us, but they
would still talk to Muslim people and they would report information back. So we
couldn't tolerate the presence of strangers, and that's what we would do.

Q.  [12:15:42] So then that brings me to my, I guess the point of my question, which
is, you said that people from the neighbourhood would just walk on to the base.
Well, walk through the base. Was there any control of those people to make sure
that they weren't talking to Muslims or passing on information about what was going

on at the base?
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1 A, [12:16:51] Well, you know, there were men and women around the -- that place
2 who were living there. If, for example, we didn't know people who went by who
3 wanted to infiltrate the camp, we would be worried. But if people just went by and
4  didn't ask questions, we weren't worried.
5 Q. [12:17:14] Okay. Let me go to a different area. Well, not quite a different area,
6  but a different subject.
7  You indicated that there were about a thousand elements at the school. That's at
8  paragraph 26 of your statement.
9  And in your interview you were shown some video footage which I wanted to show
10 you again, but only briefly, because I want to clarify something.
11  Ithink we have it, it's at tab 4, CAR-OTP-2012-0523. The translation is at
12 CAR-OTP-2118-5507. That's tab 38. Specifically, though, I'm referring to
13 paragraph 64 of your statement, which identifies this video and certain references in
14 there.
15 The first is at paragraph 64a, which refers to a time stamp of 00:03, where you indicate
16  that you recognise Junior, who you identify as Rombhot's younger brother. I think
17  that you -- I thought you corrected it, but perhaps not. But I think the reference in
18  the statement is not correct, so I wanted to show you what I think it is, and then you
19 can let us know if you see the person that you identified.
20  So we're at 09:03 in the video footage. I'd like you to just take a look at this short
21  frame and see if you see this person that you identified previously as Junior.
22 Translation is not necessary because it's only for the purposes of recognition, so I
23 guess we can play it.
24 Can we see the video already? Do you see it on your screen?

25 A, [12:19:44] Yes, I can see it on my screen.
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(Viewing of the video excerpt)

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:19:59]

Q.  [12:20:00] Did you see the person that you previously identified as Junior in that
frame?

A. [12:20:18] Yes. He's the one who's wearing a red T-shirt with a vest over it.
Q.  (Microphone not activated)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:20:30] Microphone, please.

MR VANDERPUYE:

Q.  [12:20:31] Thank you for that clarification. That's helpful.

I want to show you another segment in the same video, this one's just at 09:06, and in
this -- this is referencing paragraph 64b of your statement where you say that you
recognised Habib Beina next to Rombhot and Momokama.

So I just want to show you that and then you can identify who is who and who's
wearing what, as far as you can see. That would be helpful.

So we can probably play it from this sequence up through 9:06, please.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE WITNESS: [12:21:24](Interpretation) Habib is the one to the left of Rambo.
Momokama is wearing a yellow T-shirt with a piece of clothing over that. If you
could please zoom in so I can identify the person properly.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:22:01]

Q. [12:22:01] I don't think we can zoom in, but we can play a bit of the sequence
(Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:22:06] Well, he has -- he has already done this
exercise already. So it's fine, so you can move on.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:22:10] It's fine. All right.
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1 Q. [12:22:11] I think we're satisfied with your answer. Thank you very much.
2 Thave 64f, which I'd like to show you.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:22:21] At 35:27.
4 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:22:24] I have it actually at 35:21 through 35:35. It's a short
5  sequence.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:22:30] Well, it's so short that this does not make
7  adifference.
8 MR VANDERPUYE:
9 Q. [12:22:34] Indeed, indeed. Ijust want to clarify something in your statement.
10 So if we could play that, that would be helpful.
11 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
12 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:23:33] Okay.
13 Q. [12:23:39] Just to clarify, in your statement at paragraph 64f, you indicate that
14 you recognise Momokama and Rombhot in a vehicle. Ijust want to clarify that what
15  we're seeing here is a hut. Do you agree with that?
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:24:03] Actually, I don't agree with you. At
17  35:27 there was a -- was a vehicle. But this is a hut, of course. But
18  the witness -- well, you might perhaps discuss if the two persons are --
19 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:24:21] Yes.
20 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:24:21] Well, or perhaps I'm too quick here.
21 Well, in this -- okay, please continue, but I don't see that -- actually at 35:27 indeed
22 there are two people in a vehicle.
23 It's -- yeah, play it from here and I don't know how important itis. Now from here,
24 please.

25  (Viewing of the video excerpt)
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1 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:24:57] It's a hut.

2 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:25:01] Yes, Mr President.

3 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:25:02] I thought it was a vehicle, but ...

4 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:25:06] It happens.

5 Q. [12:25:07] Anyway, do you recognise, one, the location? And, two, do you

6  agree that this is a hut?

7 A.  [12:25:27] Yes, this is a hut that was used as a -- it was like a market, a small

8  market where people will -- would sell items, towards Kette Goussa.

9 Q. [12:25:47] Kette Goussa. Okay.
10 I want to show you another short segment at 38:24 through 38:48, where you refer to
11 members from Bossangoa in this same video footage. So it's a really short segment.
12 Just take a look atit. We can play it.
13 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
14 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:26:49]
15 Q. [12:26:54] Do you recognise the individual now in the screen at 38:48 holding
16  the gun?
17 A.  [12:27:15] No, I don't recognise the person, but they were there. There was
18  Modibo, there was -- well, sometimes they were called Modibo, Marabout, that was
19  kind of their codename, or Modibo, Marabout, Gobere, but we didn't know them.
20 Q. [12:27:42] What location is this, if you know?
21 A.  [12:27:58] No, I don't recognise this place. At the time when they
22 arrived -- well, we weren't together, actually. I'm not in a position to know where
23 they were.
24 Q. [12:28:21] All right. Did you know somebody or hear somebody by the name

25  of Sylvestre Yagouzou?

31.01.2023 Page 45



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-197-Red3-ENG WT 31-01-2023 46/92 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1786

A.  [12:28:44] Yes. If you were to show me a photograph of him, I could recognise
him, but the name doesn't ring a bell. The people who were there would give

their -- would give names, but it's difficult -- it was difficult to know whether

the names were their real names or not.

Q. [12:29:17] Did you know somebody or hear of somebody while you were in

the group that went by the name or the nickname of Coordo?

A.  [12:29:42] Could you repeat the name, please. Ididn't hear the name properly,
the name you just gave.

Q.  [12:29:54] Coordo.

A.  [12:30:06] Coorlo or Coordo? Which -- what are you talking about, Coorlo or
Coordo?

Q. [12:30:22] Coordo.

A.  [12:30:27] Coordo, yes, that's a nickname for coordinator.

Q. [12:30:37] Okay, well, I'm going to go someplace (Overlapping speakers)
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:30:40] Well, I think, yeah, yeah, you -- no, but
you don't go to another place, you -- just to another issue.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:30:55]

Q. [12:30:56] You mentioned in your statement, and that's at paragraph 27, that
there were these elements that came from Bossangoa with nicknames like Modibo,
like you just said, and then you said that they had their own chef, but that they would
wait for Rambo's orders because Rambo was the chef for everyone of Yamwara, Bimbo
and Mbaiki.

So my question then for you is: Who were these chefs that were giving instructions
or that came with these individuals from Bossangoa and Gobere?

A.  [12:31:54] I don't know of a chef that would give instructions to elements in
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Yamwara. There was only Rombhot who could give instructions to Habib, who
would then relay them on to us. Aside from Rombhot, I don't know of another
chief -- chef that would give instructions. The only thing I know is that sometimes
Habib would come to tell us, well, Yekatom has given this or that order and we have
to follow it.

But when you talk about Gobere or other places, and those elements, I don't know
how those elements came. Was it Rombhot who told them to come over? Idon't
know. Ijust-- they just ended up there.

Q.  [12:32:58] Let me show you another video.

This is at tab 19, CAR-OTP-2065-3220. The translation is at tab 53,
CAR-OTP-2127-3668. We'll play the video from -- yes, from 52:23. We have it,
that's fine. We'll play it through 02:41. And the transcript reference should be
lines 12 through about 51.

So if you just let me know in the booth when we're good to go and then we'll play it.
THE INTERPRETER: [12:34:04] Interpreters are ready.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:34:06] All right. We'll play the video now.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [12:34:10](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"INI: So these are my last instructions. These are instructions I received and that

I am conveying to all sites; loot the others, do this, do that, that's something we don't
want, destroying houses, so looting shops. In any case, that is banned. We mustn't
add suffering to the suffering people have experienced, that our families have
experienced; have you understood correctly?

INI: And that's all I had to say but earlier -- rather, later on we will ask Bodibo and

some elements to come and establish their base here in order to be in contact with us
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and coordinate operations together. We will be giving the green light to operations
tomorrow, so please, please, pillages, pillages ..."

Line 27: "AY: That's enough, we need to disperse them. It's useless to have a long,
a long speech.”

Line 29: "INI: That's what we want to say to you."

Line 30: "AY: What we need to do here is to search for telephones; we'll see about
the rest later. When operations are launched, there will be decisions to be made, so
you are soldiers, we give you orders, you shouldn't let civilians dominate you, that's
the truth. Okay?"

Line 34: "INI: I agree, corporal.”

Line 35: "AY: I prefer telling you because I don't want someone to really upset my
work. That's what I'm telling you; we need to give instructions when we're ready to
leave. That's the way I do things. There are certain things that you can't see in
front of everybody because we don't know what everybody thinks. We have to be
brief, we need to confiscate all cell phones; those who want to stay, stay; those who
don't want to stay, they can just go and that's it."

End at line 30. Correction: Line 40.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:36:09] Thank you to the interpreter.

And actually I had multiple déja vu here, like others I think in the room.

Please continue, Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:36:22] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [12:36:24] First thing is, sir, can you tell us if you recognise the location?

A. [12:36:42] No, I've never been to that place. Ido not know that location. I told
you that {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)} where they joined up there for that video. {ICR: (Redacted)
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(Redacted)}

Q. [12:37:15] So in the previous footage where you said that it was a hut at

Kette Goussa, that's something you just don't know; is that right?

A. [12:37:46] Yes. Ido not know that location.

Q. [12:37:49] So this --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:37:56] So have you been, Mr Witness, have you
been to Kette Goussa before, before you joined the Anti-Balaka?

THE WITNESS: [12:38:20](Interpretation) Yes. Kette Goussa was a market. In
the evening, women would sell food, vegetables there. And when we needed
something we would go there to purchase vegetables and other food items. Before
the events, the market at Kette Goussa was operational.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:38:53] So, Mr Vanderpuye, the witness can
recognise a place without having his experience from the time in the Anti-Balaka. So
please continue.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:39:07]

Q. [12:39:08] You recognised Mr Yekatom in this footage, I take it. Do you know
who the individuals are on the screen right now in front of you, that's at 01:38 of this
video?

A.  [12:39:43] No, I don't know that gentleman. I only know the one wearing

a blue and white top. He was the coordinator amongst us. But I cannot recall his
name.

Q. [12:40:03] Have you heard the name Sylvain Beorofei before?

A.  [12:40:22] You mean Sylvain Beorofei? I think that I heard this name when

I was in the group.

Q.  [12:40:35] Is he the person in the blue and white shirt, or do you know -- well,
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let's try it again. Do you know the name of the person in the blue and white shirt?
A.  [12:40:59] Beorofei, yes, that's him dressed in blue.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:41:03] Well, you see, Mr Vanderpuye, you know.
Some persistence.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:41:11]

Q. [12:41:11] That's helpful. Thank you.

And the person in the -- but he's the only one you recognise in this frame? So you
don't recognise the person in the military uniform or the person in the --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:41:27] With the nice cap.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:41:30]

Q.  [12:41:30] -- with the cap, yes. Is that right?

A.  [12:41:48] Well, he too was a soldier. I think his rank was chef de section but

I can't recall his name. You know, those are events that go way back, so I can't
remember each and every name.

Q. [12:42:13] Okay. That's understandable.

In the beginning of the footage I played you just now, the man in the red shirt with
the multicoloured hat is addressing certain elements. And when he's speaking to
them he refers to Bodibo and he says -- and this is at line 23 of the transcript, "C’est
tout ce que j'avais a vous dire mais tout a I'heure, nous allons demander a Bodibo et a certains
éléments de venir établir leur base ici afin d’étre en contact avec nous et coordonner les
opérations de commun accord ..." (Interpretation) In English: He says that we are
asking Bodibo and certain elements to come to establish their base here and to be in
contact with us and to coordinate the operations of common agreement; we are giving
the green light to operations tomorrow.

(Speaks English) This video is shot at around 10 December 2013. So my question is:
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1 were you aware of those events, that is what the individual in the red shirt was
2 talking about, about having Bodibo come with certain elements to establish their
3  base?
4 A, [12:44:11] No. Looking at this person, I can't tell where he came from. Idon't
5 know if he was part of the people from Bossangoa who had come, but he was talking
6  about establishing the elements from Bossangoa. Ireally don't know or did not
7  know at the time.
8 Q. [12:44:40] Okay. In the video you hear Mr Yekatom say to this person that it's
9  not up to him to be giving orders. You heard that?
10 A, [12:45:03] Yes.
11 Q. [12:45:10] And in your statement you say no one gave orders except for
12 Mr Yekatom; is that right?
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:45:20] Well, this is in the statement,
14  Mr Vanderpuye. Can't we move on?
15 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:45:25] Well, we're at a different location than the Yamwara
16  school, that's why I'm asking.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:45:29] Ah, well, but -- but, no, really please
18 moveon. Thisis--he hasanswered it the last time and we have seen the video and
19  we have listened to it and he was not there on 10 December at this specific location.
20  Please move on.
21 MR VANDERPUYE: [12:45:42]
22 Q. [12:45:43] Did your group coordinate with other Anti-Balaka groups?
23 A.  [12:46:06] Never. Aside from those who were based behind the airport, we
24  didn't work with anyone else. So we did work with those people.

25  The coordinator --
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THE INTERPRETER: [12:46:34] Plus an inaudible word.

THE WITNESS: [12:46:37](Interpretation) -- was there. They would

coordinate -- they would talk with Rombhot and then we would be told whatever
followed.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:46:44] A coordinator named Wenezoui.

THE WITNESS: [12:46:48](Interpretation) So I'll say it again, we worked only with
them. When there was an attack being planned, then we would make arrangements
with them and coordinate the attack so that we would move together, act together.
MR VANDERPUYE:

Q. [12:47:08] All right. I want to show you just one other video footage.

And this oneis attab1. CAR-OT -- I'm sorry, tab 16, CAR-OTP-2065-2903. And
the translation is at CAR-OTP-00000810.

Before we play it, let me just ask you if you can recognise the person that's on

the screen in front of you now. That's at 00:02.

A.  [12:48:19] These are the people from Bossangoa, the ones we call Modibo.

Q. [12:48:27] All right. I'd like to play for you the footage starting at -- well, we'll
play it right through. We'll play it straight through.

This one's a little bit long, Mr President, I hope you can bear with me.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:48:45] Well, what does "a little bit" mean?

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:48:47] It's about four minutes long.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:48:50] And you have questions afterwards?
MR VANDERPUYE: [12:48:52]Ido. Ido.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:48:54] Yeah, good.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:48:55] If you could just let me know when we're ready in

the booth, we can go through it.
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THE INTERPRETER: [12:49:01] Question from the interpreters: From which line to
which line, please? Could the OTP give us a precise indication of the lines.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:49:15] Just one second.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:49:18] I can tell you in the meantime, to

the interpreter, you don't have to read out the line that you are reading.

Simply -- simply, if it is consecutive, simply go forward.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:49:31] Thank you, President. Just because we can't follow
the original language, sometimes it's just useful to say what we're translating.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:49:40] The witness, the witness, Mr Vanderpuye
and everyone, tells me that he needs a break.

So I think we play the video after the lunch break, I would say that that makes more
sense.

Can we shorten the -- nobody listens. Mr Vanderpuye, can we shorten the lunch
break, let's say, until 2 o'clock? Is that okay?

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:50:02] That's fine, Mr President. We're having some
trouble identifying the right video, so (Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:50:07] Okay. So then we take our time, we
have the lunch break now until 2 o'clock. And I really take it that you finish your
examination in the afternoon.

MR VANDERPUYE: [12:50:14] Yeah, I'll finish today. Thank you, Mr President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [12:50:19] Okay, good. Fine.

THE COURT USHER: [12:50:20] All rise.

(Recess taken at 12.50 p.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.02 p.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [14:02:31] All rise.
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Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:02:54] When we shorten the lunch break, this
was not -- this was simply because we stopped already 10 before 1 and not necessarily
that we want to extend to a two-hour session.

Please, Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:03:07] Thank you, Mr President.

I'm informed that I've used two hours and some minutes --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:03:13] Yeah, yeah, yeah, but you know --

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:03:15](Overlapping speakers) but I'm --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:03:17] This is not natural science.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:03:19] No, I understand. Absolutely not. Indeed. All
right.

Q.  [14:03:24] Good afternoon, Mr Witness, I was about to show you a video before
we broke, so I'd like to show that to you now.

Let me make sure I've got the cite right. IThad it at tab 16, CAR-OTP-2065-2903.
And the interpretation is at tab 1 and that's at CAR-OTP-00000810. It's the length of
the video, it's about four minutes, I think. So that will start at page number 3 in

the translation for the interpreters. So if you could let me know when you've got
that, we can -- we can play it.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:04:26] Interpreter is ready.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:04:29] Okay. We'll play the video, Mr Witness.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [14:04:34](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"SY: So, put him on.

SO: Hello?
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SY: Nono.

INI:  You -- you heard -- I can hear you non-commissioned officer.

SY: Where are you, are you in Borose? Hey! What?

So I'd like to ask you, first of all, Borose, that's at PK40?

INI:  35.

SO: PKB35.

SY: Okay. Iam going to give you the phone number of someone who is at PK40.
I'm going to send you -- I'm going to text you that phone number. Can you please
go and find him and make sure that you're all together at 1800 hours and I'll give you
the go-ahead for when you can leave from there. He'll give you directions. I've
already shown him the itinerary yesterday, so he will give you directions so that you
can come and join us.

SY: And which commander are you talking about? Are you talking about Mokom?
I'm in contact with commanders Doka and Ganazoui Hervé, and all those people.

SY: And you see it's quite a long road, you can't stay there, we have changed
strategic points and we made arrangements, we organised so that we can find them
along their flight -- the path they're taking to flee to kill them. With the FACA here
we are going to begin screening wide, going towards PK5.

There are elements from Bossembélé who are here.

They are still more or less near the base, we are now at the headquarters.

HN: They are all here.

Everybody's fine. They're all here. Isaw them this morning.

SY: Please make an effort, try and find the person *whose number I shall send to
you. He's the one who's going to give you directions. Make sure you're together at

the time you leave. There are about 26 elements that want to leave and join us. I
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asked them to wait for night-time to leave that place and come and join us.

Yes, he's the one we're talking about. Now, I don't want to say his name because I'm
in front of their thing. So please can you go and join up with him. He will gather
you all together at night-time and you will come and join us. It's not very far.

Yes, authorities, this is Sylvestre the general coordinator, I called you.

So please get everyone together in one spot and then go along with the instructions I
just gave you -- that I gave you.

All right. Okay. Then do that, get organised with those elements that are with you.
You need to give them directions so that you can leave from there starting at

1800 hours.

People will help you along the way until you find your way over here at the base.
Okay.

So that'sit. I told you to rush, to go ahead, and you're not doing it. Those are

the instructions that I received, so do what I said."”

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:09:05]

Q.  [14:09:06] Okay, I think -- I think you saw the video. Did you? Ihope so.

A, [14:09:26] Yes, I did see the video. But there's some people I don't recognise.
Even the place where they're located, I don't recognise it.

Q. [14:09:37] Okay. Just to let you know this video was shot about

10 December 2013. I want to ask you, first of all, you can hear this Sylvestre,

the coordinator, talk about certain locations and certain individuals.

So, first, with respect to the locations, he mentions a place called Borose, or Borose, at
PK35 or PK40. Are you familiar with that location?

A. [14:10:25] Yes, I know Borose. It's after PK26. It's located after PK26.

Q.  [14:10:36] And are you able to tell the Chamber, if you know, what groups, or
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1 Anti-Balaka groups would have been located around that area in this time frame, that
2 is around 10th or so of December 2013?
3 A, [14:11:13] Well, which Anti-Balaka belonging to which group over there?
4 Ican'treally tell you. Butin that video I heard that they were elements from
5  Bossembélé, Bossangoa. I can't tell you precisely which group those people belong
6 to.
7 Q. [14:11:37] Okay, that's fine. And as you raise it, in the video Sylvestre indicates
8 that there are people there, elements there from Bossembélé I think he said. Were
9  you aware that there were elements from Bossembélé that were among the groups
10  that Yagouzou was dealing with -- I mean Sylvestre, the coordinator, was dealing
11 with?
12 A. [14:12:24] Sylvestre had his base behind the airstrip. There's no way I can
13 know all those elements. Did they include elements from Bossembélé? What I do
14 know is that amongst us there were elements from Bossembélé and Bossangoa, but
15 Ican't tell you who is from which locality.
16 Q. [14:12:53] Okay, that's helpful. And that is indeed what my question was, is
17 whether they were -- you had elements from those areas among you.
18  Did you participate in any operation that is described here about involving
19 Camp de Roux or the Palais.
20  Here you hear the coordinator talk about -- he says: "pour qu’ensemble nous
21 commencions le ratissage depuis 5 kilo en descendant jusqu’au Palais ou bien au Camp de
22 Roux."
23 A, [14:13:44] I told you that {ICR: (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)}. And we could go towards
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1 the Mbaiki road, the road to Mbaiki road. But PK5 to Camp de Roux, no, I never went
2 there.
3 Q. [14:14:29] Aside from yourself, are you aware of an operation that was carried
4 out with elements of Mr Yekatom's group in those areas?
5 A, [14:14:56] So, I said that when we were there, together with Habib, I never heard
6 that elements belonging to Rombhot went to PK12, centre town or Camp de Roux. 1
7  never heard of that. Inever heard that information. And that's why I said what I
8  said.
9  Now, if you talk about Fatima or the Mbaiki road. Yes, I'm aware of that. Iknow
10  that elements working for Rambo were located alongside that road.
11 Q. [14:15:40] Okay. That's helpful. And I'll come to that in just a few minutes, I
12 think.
13 You hear also in this video a reference to certain individuals that the coordinator is
14 referring to. The first is Commandant Mokom. Is that a name you're familiar with?
15 A.  [14:16:12] Yes, | know him.
16 Q. [14:16:15] And do you know if Mokom was involved in the activities of your
17 group?
18 A. [14:16:38] No, he was not a member of our group. But when Rambo's elements
19 went out on to the main road, that's when Mokom and his elements came to occupy
20  the place, after his departure.
21 Q. [14:17:03] Do you know if Yekatom's group was in contact with Mokom?
22 A.  [14:17:25] Yekatom's group was not in contact with Mokom. No, I don't know.
23 Perhaps there were divisions in his group and therefore some elements came to
24 join -- came to join us at Yamwara. But at Yamwara school there was only our group,

25  the Yekatom group, and so we were, we were operating along that road. Once we
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left, that's when Mokom came, in our absence. That's when he came to occupy

the premises, after our departure. So the Mokom group was not operating together
with the Yekatom group.

Q.  [14:18:14] Okay, that's helpful. ~Are you familiar with the name Ganazoui
Hervé, lieutenant?

A. [14:18:40] Yes, Ganazoui is someone [ know. He was the coordinator based
behind the airstrip.

And I think it's not Ganazoui, it's Wenezoui. Are you talking about Ganazoui or
Wenezoui? If you could perhaps repeat, thank you.

Q. [14:19:10] Lieutenant Hervé Ganazoui.

A.  [14:19:28] No, I don't know this person. No, I thought you were talking about
a certain Wenezoui.

Q. [14:19:41] And what about one last name, Doka? We believe that's Dokabona.
Are you familiar with that name?

A. [14:20:03] Yes, I know that name, but he never came to the Yamwara base at
Yamwara school.

Q. [14:20:16] Was he involved in the movement?

A.  [14:20:33] Well, I just told you he never came to Yamwara school. Inever saw
him at that location.

Q. [14:20:46] Was he involved with the Anti-Balaka?

A.  [14:21:05] I do not know. It was the elements that were conducting operations
around PK12 or Boy-Rabe and I can't tell you whether he was a member of

the Anti-Balaka movement or not.

Q. [14:21:29] Okay. I think a little earlier, maybe this morning, you mentioned

that Mr Yekatom went off to set up his group and it was after that that he was in
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1 contact with you.
2 My questionis: Do you know where and when he set up his group?
3 A, [14:22:20] I don't know when he set up his group. Before that he was in Bangui.
4 When the Seleka wanted to arrest him in the downtown area, that's when he took
5 flight. He crossed the river towards Zongo. And once in Zongo, he met up with
6  other soldiers there in Zongo. That was Coeur de Lion, Beina and others. And so
7  they organised themselves to go and set up their group. Idon't know when and
8  how they set up their group. It was only afterwards that I went to join them at
9  Yamwara school. I do not know at what time they set up their group, nor where. I
10 did not know where they had set up their group.
11 Tjustlearned that the Seleka had wanted to arrest him. He crossed -- so, he took
12 flight. He crossed the river over to Zongo. But as for setting up his group, I know
13 absolutely nothing about that.
14 Q. [14:23:45] Okay. Do you know if Dokabona and Mokom were in Zongo after
15  the Seleka came in to town?
16 A. [14:24:18] I don't know anything about Dokabona or Mokom.
17 Q. [14:24:28] Okay. Now, at the time that you were in the group, you indicate at
18  paragraph 26 that there was a command structure; Habib Beina was in there,
19  Aristide Beina was in there, Momokama was in there, Coeur de Lion and, obviously,
20  Mr Yekatom.
21 Do you recall who led the companies and sections? Do you remember anybody's
22 names off the top of your head?
23 A.  [14:25:47] Thank you. Coeur de Lion -- or, more importantly, Yekatom was
24 the topmost commander. His deputy was Coeur de Lion.

25 Idon't know what role Momokama had, what his position was. Momokama and
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Yekatom always moved around or travelled together and I would often stay back at
the base with Coeur de Lion.

Concerning the sections, the sections were led by soldiers, the soldiers were the heads
of sections. Each military had or led one section directly. There was *no company
commander. There were about 11 or 12 sections led by military officers. There
were no commanders for the company. There were no company commanders.

Q. [14:27:23] That's very helpful. I want to show you a list just very briefly. But
before I do that, in your statement at paragraph 26 you say that there were some
civilians who were also part of the command. Do you remember who those were?
A.  [14:28:06] The civilians had no commanding role. The military officers led

the sections. The civilians knew nothing about military questions, they could not
head up any sections. Only military officers could have that role or occupy those
positions.

Q. [14:28:38] Okay. Thank you for that clarification.

Let me show you a document that we have here, it's tab 7, CAR-OTP-2039-0063.

It's written at the stop here that it's a Liste des militaries.

At the very end of it, there's a signature, which I think is Mr Yekatom's signature.
But on this document you can see at the top position Caporal Chef Yekatom.

I see a name, Armand Motema. Is that a name that's familiar to you?

A.  [14:29:48] No, I don't know him. There were many soldiers in the group and
there was no way I could know everyone. You know, some of those elements did
not give their real names. They would only give nicknames or aliases. And so

I was not present when this list was drawn up and so I cannot tell you whether these
are real names or aliases or nicknames.

Q.  [14:30:24] Let me roll down to number 15.
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Caporal Chef Momokama Rodrigue. That sound right to you?

A. [14:30:54] Yes, that's Momokama, that's him.

Q.  [14:30:58] Theodore Bedane, right underneath that. Does that sound familiar to
you? Is that one of the militaries that was at the base?

A.  [14:31:18] Yes. He was wearing a green-coloured T-shirt and was in

the foreground.

Q. [14:31:38] In a previous video that I showed you; is that right?

A.  [14:31:52] Yes. I'm speaking of the video that was shot at the school.

Q. [14:32:06] Okay. That's -- that's helpful.

Let me go to the next page. That's ERN 0063.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:32:26] Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:28] Mr President, it's just for future reference, if we could have
a little bit more detail which video he's referring to with the green T-shirt.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:32:39] Yes, yes, but I think -- but most
importantly is that he knows the person and that he's on this list. I think it's -- I
think we don't have to go and play this video again. Of course, technically speaking,
you are right, of course, yes.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:33:05]

Q.  [14:33:05] Here we can see a few other names. We see the name Max Maidana.
Is that familiar to you?

A. [14:33:27] Yes, I know him, I know Maidanda.

Q.  [14:33:34] Satan Rodrigue?

A. [14:33:44] Yes, I do know him.

Q.  [14:33:48] Here you can see at number -- number 37, Beina-Befio Habib. That's

who you're talking about.

31.01.2023 Page 62



|CC-01/14-01/18-T-197-Red3-ENG WT 31-01-2023 63/92 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1786

1 And then Aristide Beina at 42.
2 Okay.
3 A [14:34:19] Yes.
4 Q. [14:34:23] Salvador Manoumana, is that someone you know?
5 A, [14:34:35] Yes.
6 Q. [14:34:36] Okay. I'm not going to go through the whole list of it. But these are
7 individuals who were present and were militaries at the time that you were around?
8 MSDIMITRIL: [14:34:50] Mr President.
9  TI'll object to the generalisation. He first clearly stated that he doesn't know Armand
10 Motema, so that's an indication that one of them he doesn't know. So to then get
11 acouple of names and obtain a general answer, specifically after the witness said that
12 he's never seen that list, he doesn't know that list. So if my learned friend wants
13 ageneral answer, let him go through all the names.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:35:20] Well, we are not going to do that,
15 actually.
16  So these -- these persons that have been put to you, with the exception of Mr Armand
17 Motema, have they been at the base and are they military, according to your
18  recollection? You know the two Beinas, and we had Rodrigue Satan, we had
19 Max Maidanda, and whomsoever. Were they military? Were they FACA? And
20  were they at the base, at the Yamwara base?
21  THE WITNESS: [14:36:07](Interpretation) Yes, all these military officers were
22 present at the Yamwara school base.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:36:11] Mr Vanderpuye.
24 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:36:15] Thank you, that's helpful.

25  Let's go to a short video. It's just for the purposes of identifying a few people.
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It's at tab 23, CAR-OTP-2065-4849. The translation is at tab 41, CAR-OTP-2118-5685.
There's a very short part that I would like to be translated and that's at lines 29
through 36 of the transcript.

Just before I forget, Mr President, with respect to the list of militaries that we were
discussing at tab 7, CAR-OTP-2039-0063, you will find -- you will find a name of
interest at number 93. That's at page number 0066.

All right. Ithink we've got the video cued up. Yes. Okay. Solwould like to
play it just -- just for about 50 seconds or so. If you let me know in the booth

when -- when you've found the transcript, then we can -- we can do that.

Okay, we can play it.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [14:38:19](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"If he doesn't come *with my weapon I'm going to kill him.

I went till Bimbo, and if I can't resolve this through diplomatic means, I can't recover
the weapon. I've got the contact.

Let's wait. People who have weapons can get them -- get organised and we're going
to keep the watch.

And we can review the strategy. They were already there at 8.42, you must get
organised."

THE INTERPRETER: [14:39:18] At 52, sorry.

Correction from the booth: They were already repaired, the 52.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:39:51] Okay.

Q.  [14:39:53] First of all, I hope you saw the video. I was going to ask you to
identify some individuals in it. We heard Mr Yekatom speaking. Can you see on

the video who's sitting to Mr Yekatom's left in the green shirt? Well, between
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1 Mr Yekatom and Habib, let's put it that way.

2 A, [14:40:29] Yes,  know him. That is Coeur de Lion.

3 Q. [14:40:35] And who's sitting on the other side of Mr Yekatom, if you can tell,

4 alsoina--in a T-shirt? Looks...

5 A, [14:41:07] *It is indeed Coeur de Lion. The person sitting with documents

6  before him, it's Coeur de Lion.

7 ~ THE INTERPRETER: [14:41:08] No translation as yet.

8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:41:15] Mr Witness, there was a problem,

9 atechnical problem. Excuse me for that. Could you please repeat your last answer.
10 That would be very kind.
11~ THE WITNESS: [14:41:38](Interpretation) I said that the person with the document
12 is Coeur de Lion and he was Mr Yekatom's deputy.
13 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:41:54] Thank you.
14 Q. [14:41:55] Who is sitting on the other side of Mr Yekatom?
15 A. [14:42:15] The person with his head -- whose head is lowered, I can't identify
16  him. IfIcould see his face, I could recognise him. There were many soldiers and I
17  think they gathered here.
18 Q. [14:42:36] All right. I'll show you his face for a minute and then I'll ask you
19  some questions on a previous excerpt.
20  Weneed to go to 02:36 and we can just stop on that frame and you'll be able to see
21 whoitis. Yeah, 02:36.
22 A, [14:43:08] Yes, I can now identify him. I think it's Maidanda.
23 Q. [14:43:21] Now let me show you -- let me just play you this short section that I
24  wanted to ask you about.

25 It'sat--should be at 53 seconds. And we'll play it just for a few seconds. I want
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you to listen to what Mr Yekatom is saying.

It should be the transcript reference I indicated before, starting at line 23. Line 29,
sorry about that.

Ready? I'm going to take a chance. We'll play it. Listen carefully.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [14:44:31](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"My brothers, let's not be discouraged, not be discouraged. We've been on guard.
People have come and we'll see if we're going to send the elements based there. If
they do that we can organise ourselves and do something about it. He sent these
people. I asked him to send the soldiers who are armed.

We've asked our PK, but they refused."

MR VANDERPUYE: (Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:45:11] Too quick. You were too fast,

Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:45:28]

Q.  [14:45:29] In this clip, did you hear Mr Yekatom make a reference to elements
based at the Ledger?

A.  [14:45:49] Yes, I did hear that.

Q.  [14:45:58] And what did you understand that to mean? Who was he referring
to?

A.  [14:46:19] When they spoke about Ledger, they were referring to the site *of the
displaced persons at the airport. There were people behind this place and that's
what they were referring to. We -- we had to get them here, and some from Bimbo
as well, and they had to rally in order to attack the Seleka.

Q.  [14:46:53] Okay. That's very helpful.
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I want to show you just some stills for you to help us identify some individuals.
The first is at 02:05, if we could take a look at that.

That's fine. Here we have 02:08.

Do you recognise this individual?

A.  [14:47:38] I recognise him.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:47:42] I think I heard Goliatha, or haven't I
heard that?

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:47:46] You heard it.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:47:49] There was nothing said from the Sango booth.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:47:52] Could you please repeat the name,
Mr Witness. It came not through -- it did not come through, so ...

THE WITNESS: [14:48:11](Interpretation) His name is Goliatha.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:48:15] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.
MR VANDERPUYE: [14:48:17] Thank you.

Q.  [14:48:18] The next one is at 03:45.

By the way, if you're unsure, just say that you are unsure, that's fine as well.
03:45, please.

Are you able to recognise the person with the greenish garment, looks like a scarf,
around him?

A.  [14:49:14] The picture is not very clear. I'm not in a position to identify him.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:49:21] Well that's indeed understandable.
MR VANDERPUYE: [14:49:23] [tis. No worries.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:49:24] Looking at the picture. Yes.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:49:25]

Q.  [14:49:26] Let's take a look at 03:17.
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Okay. Do you see the person with the hat on, in the middle of the screen? Do you
recognise them?

A.  [14:50:13] Once again, the picture is not very clear. I cannot -- frankly speaking,
I can't identify him. The person who's got a cap, who's wearing a hat, I don't
recognise him.

Q. [14:50:31] It's no trouble at all.

The next one I want to show you shouldn't be broadcast. If we can, yeah, not
broadcast this -- this part.

03:49.

I want to ask you, do you have a recollection of the location?

A. [14:51:18] No, I don't know.

Q. [14:51:21] Okay. You recognise --

A. [14:51:23] I do not recollect.

Q.  [14:51:29] You recognise the handsome fellow in this photograph --  mean in
this still?

A. [14:51:44] That's me. {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)}.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:03] And since it is you on the picture,
perhaps you can - and you see also that you had still {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)} - could you then perhaps try to figure out where this was taken, this
photograph. If you try to recall the situation.

MS DIMITRI:  [14:52:26] Mr President. It's just that we're in public session.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:52:38] Oh, yes. Yeah.

But, okay, we continue.

THE WITNESS: [14:52:52](Interpretation) I'm sorry, but I haven't understood

31.01.2023 Page 68



|CC-01/14-01/18-T-197-Red3-ENG WT 31-01-2023 69/92 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1786

1 the question. I was thinking of the person who took the photo, but I remember that
2 the picture was taken, the photo was taken at Yamwara just in front of the building
3 where Coeur de Lion used to live.
4 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:53:14] I think --
5  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:53:17] Here we have an answer. It was not
6  because of my question, I have to admit. But still we have the answer.
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:53:22] We do. And I'm going to jump ahead I think.
8  PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:53:26] Indeed, indeed.
9 MR VANDERPUYE: [14:53:32]
10 Q. [14:53:32] You indicated a little bit earlier today that -- when I showed you some
11 photographs of some elements in the school standing in formation or at attention, that
12 that was consistent with their being trained. And you indicated also that it was
13 the soldiers that did the training.
14 I'd like to ask -- I'd like to show you a video to see if you recognise the location and
15 thenI'll ask you some questions about what Mr Yekatom is saying in this video.
16 It'sattab 12, CAR-OTP-2065-0951. The translation should be at tab 43,
17 CAR-OTP-2122-2297. It's a very short video, so I believe that the translation is
18  the whole thing. It runs from basically line 13 through line 26.
19 Soif you can let me know when we're ready in the booth, we can play it.
20  This can be broadcast, if I haven't said already.
21 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:54:56] Interpreters, let us know if they are ready.
22 Yeah, they are ready, so we can play it.
23 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
24  THE INTERPRETER: [14:55:09](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

25 "AYR: So thisis where we left, and the second base is there. And this is a third
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base and this is -- over there the people are on the spot and I got the second and

the first kind of withdrawn.

Journalist: How is this base useful to you?

AYR: This is where, in fact, how can I say, we are -- we sleep. We sleep and we
also train, and everything.

Journalist: So you train here?

AYR: Oui. You see, we're trainings -- we're soldiers, we can't just be here just like
that. And when we say we train, it's not football, it's -- it's military stuff. Be here,
and we are informed with respect to things we trained on.

Journalist: You train new recruits?

AYR: Well, yes, there are new ones, we are training the new ones, and most of them
are soldiers."

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:57:12] Since the screen with the witness was
shortly at the beginning black, I ask him, for once, did you see the whole video,

Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: [14:57:39](Interpretation) Yes, I did see it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [14:57:42] Very good.

Mr Vanderpuye, your questions.

MR VANDERPUYE: [14:57:46] Thank you, Mr President.

Q.  [14:57:50] Mr Witness, did you recognise the location?

A.  [14:58:10] That's when I hadn't joined the group as yet. It was well before.
Q.  [14:58:25] Did you recognise the individuals in the video?

A.  [14:58:41] Yes, I can recognise the people.

THE INTERPRETER: [14:58:43] Sorry, correction: I can recognise some.

MR VANDERPUYE:
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Q.  [14:58:55] Who did you recognise? Aside from Mr Yekatom, everybody, I
think, could see him.

A.  [14:59:22] I could see Beina, Habib Beina. I also saw Rodrigue Momokama. I
saw Coeur de Lion.

Now, with respect to the others, I could -- I cannot identify them.

Q.  [14:59:49] That's fine.

Just so you know and the Chamber is aware, the metadata that we have for this
indicates that it was shot around 7 December 2013.

In this video Mr Yekatom refers to three bases. Do you know what he's referring to?
Were you aware of three bases at the disposal of Mr Yekatom and his men?

A.  [15:00:44] I did not know. AsIsaid at the beginning, I joined Yekatom's group
when they left the bush, when they left their base in the bush to go and get set up at
Yamwara school. That's when Ijoined them. Therefore, I know nothing of -- about
what they did when they were at their base in the bush.

Q. [15:01:19] Okay. That's -- that's fair enough. I take it then, in the time you
were there, nobody ever actually spoke to you or mentioned where they were billeted
before you joined the group, in the whole time that you were there; do I understand
that right?

A.  [15:01:48] That's exactly right. No one told me about that. I came to join them
in Yamwara and no one told me where they'd come from, where their former base
was before moving to Yamwara school. No one told me anything about that.

Q. [15:02:11] In the video you hear Mr Yekatom refer to the training that was
provided. He says that there were youth among them and then there were soldiers.
And he says that there was training, but it was not football training, it was military

training.
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Are you aware of the type of military training that was being provided to the youth
and the soldiers that were in the group?

A.  [15:03:03] It was military training. The civilians -- because civilians had joined
the group, they had to be trained so that they could acquire the military spirit so that
they could perform their job well. And so they received training about how to
manipulate weapons, how -- what to do if the Seleka attacked, how they had to get
close to the ground in case of a Seleka attack, how to get up, move around, et cetera.
It was that kind of training that they received.

Q.  [15:04:03] Who provided that training? Mr Yekatom? Other members of

the command? Section chiefs?

A.  [15:04:31] No, it wasn't Yekatom that provided the training. He simply gave
instructions to the soldiers and told them to train the civilians. So it was

the responsibility of the section chiefs to train the civilians in their section. He was
the top chief. It wasn't up to him to come and train the young people. He simply
provided instructions and it was up to the section chiefs to train the elements, to train
the civilians.

Q.  [15:05:19] Were the civilians trained on, for example, how to treat other civilians
or civilians that they came across while they were engaged in combat? Or even how
to treat Seleka who weren't engaged in combat when they came across them? Did
they receive training like that?

A.  [15:05:57] Yes. Now, you know, in the group, the group did not receive any
help. It did not receive any weapons to use in a battle. The people just learned -- or,
the young people just learned how to beat on steel drums in order to make noise
when the fighting was ongoing, on how to attack Seleka elements with sticks. So

that's how the young people were trained to fighting. *You know, if the young
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people managed to get a weapon off a Seleka element during fighting, it would
become their weapon. That's how things happened.

Q. [15:07:06] Did they receive training on what to do if they captured someone, a
Seleka or a civilian?

A.  [15:07:38] Most of the time when we went out fighting, we were unable to get

a hand on Seleka elements or to capture Seleka elements. All we could do was
exchange fire. Sometimes we surprised them, we launched a surprise attack, and
sometimes they ran away leaving their weapons behind. So, you know, during

the fighting, when the Seleka got their hands on a Central African, he would
automatically be considered as an Anti-Balaka and would systematically be killed.
And the other way around. When the Anti-Balaka would get their hands on a Seleka
element, that was certain death for them. Even if we told the children not to kill, if
they got their hands on a Seleka element, they would automatically kill them. And
the other way around as well, the Seleka would do the same when they got their
hands on Anti-Balaka elements.

Q. [15:08:51] All right. And who trained these elements on these issues? Who
trained the elements, for example, not to attack civilians or -- or not to kill Seleka that
had been disarmed and weren't fighting?

A.  [15:09:33] Well, I'm telling you that the section chiefs were responsible for

the training of the elements that were under their command, so a chief of section
would give orders to those elements that reported to him. You couldn't have
someone else come in to train the elements. The section chief received instructions
to train the children and would therefore execute that -- that order and would pass on
the training that he himself received as a military officer.

Q.  [15:10:26] That's also very helpful.
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In training the elements on those humanitarian concerns, you say that these

section chiefs and other militaries would pass on what they received as training
themselves. Is that to say that FACA members are trained on these issues at all
levels, that is that as a FACA you receive training on humanitarian law, in

the application of it in, say, combat type of situation?

A.  [15:11:27] All soldiers have received training on humanitarian law. But then in
the field when a Seleka element shoots at a FACA, the FACA is going to shoot back.
But if he gets shot, well he dies. So soldiers were not asked to go and shoot at
unarmed people, disarmed people. It was war. It was fighting, so there were shots
being fired on both parts and all soldiers did receive training in humanitarian law.

Q.  [15:12:28] And what would happen when a civilian that is among you, a fighter,
element, got their hands on a Seleka that wasn't fighting? And you mentioned

a moment ago that that was certain death. What would happen to that person if
they killed someone in that circumstance? How was that treated within the group?
MS DIMITRI:  [15:12:57] Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:12:58] Yes.

MS DIMITRI:  [15:12:59] It's quite a hypothetical question.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:13:03] Well, I --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:13:05] Well, it's -- I think.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:13:08] I can break it down, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:13:09] Yes, you can break it down. And

the witness was at the Yamwara school and perhaps there has happened something,
and so on and so forth. So you can word it in a way that satisfies Mrs Dimitri.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:13:23] I'll try.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:13:24] And me.
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1 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:13:25]I'll try.

2 Thave it a little bit different in mind.

3 Q. [15:13:31] But you said a moment ago that if -- even if people were instructed, it

4 would be the case that if they got their hands on a Seleka it was certain death. I

5  think that's what you said.

6  Somy first question is: Did that happen, to your knowledge?

7 A. [15:14:08] *I told you that it was not in Yamwara and that it was not Rombhot's

8 elements who were obliged to behave in such a manner. Isaid that at the time, a

9  Seleka, not only the Seleka, but any Muslim -- a Central African who was
10  apprehended in an area under Muslim control was systematically killed. The same
11 was true for the Anti Balaka in the Yamwara sector. Whenever the Seleka or Muslims
12 went to Fatima or Petevo to buy goods and they were apprehended by the Christian
13 population, they also were systematically killed. That's what both sides did. It
14 wasn't only the Anti-Balaka who would apprehend unarmed people and kill them.
15 At the time, the Central Africans would chase out the Muslims that were present in
16  their sectors and vice versa. That was happening on both sides and in total chaos.
17 We even forbid the Yamwara elements from -- we told them that once they had got
18  hold of someone believed to be Muslim that they should call us and we will come and
19 question them to see if they are Seleka or not. We forbid the elements from
20  apprehending people in any old fashion. As you know, they were young people
21 who did not know what was what. They might apprehend someone and kill them
22 justifiably or unjustifiably. This is not a good thing. This is why whenever they
23 apprehended people we came to tell them, "No, this one is not a traitor, is not a
24 Seleka", and we would release them. As for saying that people were unjustly killed

25  in Yamwara, I never saw this with my own eyes. It might have occurred before or
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1 after my time, I would not be able to confirm that.
2 Q. [15:16:05] Okay. Maybe we lost a little bit in the translation, but I think I
3 understand your -- your answer.
4  Let me ask you about some circumstances regarding the Yamwara school.
5 Yousay in your statement at paragraph 31 that you remember a circumstance in
6  which there were captives that were brought to the Yamwara school and they were
7  taken to the base because they were suspected of being traitors by working with
8  the Seleka.
9 Now I don't want you to say anything that might identify you, but do you remember
10  those circumstances under which these people were brought to the school?
11 A, [15:17:19] It was our elements that would make the arrest. The arrested person
12 would be considered as a traitor from kilometre 5. The persons had answered that
13 they were not traitors, that they were coming back from kilometre 5, that they had
14 gone there to do some shopping. So our elements arrested them and brought them
15 tothebase. {ICR:(Redacted)}. They said that they had
16  gone to kilometre 5 to make some purchases. {ICR: (Redacted)
17  (Redacted)
18  (Redacted)
19  (Redacted)}. And, indeed, they were released
20  after being questioned.
21 Q. [15:18:28] Do you know of any other incident in which people were brought to
22 the school and held there for a period of time, including women and some men,
23 together -- together?
24 A, [15:18:57] No, not at all. Inever had knowledge of such a situation.

25 Q. [15:19:07] All right. Did you ever hear military within your group talk about
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killing Muslim civilians?

A. [15:19:44] Not at all. Inever heard about that.

Q. [15:19:49] I have a video --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:19:50] We have lost it at the moment,

the connection. We have to wait until -- but I'm quite optimistic that -- yeah.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:19:59] I can --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:20:00] Yeah, I think the connection is back, so
please continue.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:20:04]

Q.  [15:20:05] I want to show you a video.

This is at tab 18. It can be broadcast. CAR-OTP-2065-3188. This is a video that is
shot at around 10 December 2013.  The transcript reference is CAR-OTP-2107-1547.
It's a short video, so it's the whole of the transcript reference.

In this video you're going to see Max Maidana, who is a person you identified on
the list that I showed you previously, talking about his activities as a military in

the group. Iwant you to pay attention to what he says, then I'll have some questions
for you.

If you can let me know when you're ready in the booth, we can play the video.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:21:16] Are you ready?

Yes.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:21:21] Okay, we can play it then, thank you.

(Viewing of the video excerpt)

THE INTERPRETER: [15:21:25](Interpretation of the video excerpt)

"Journalist: What is that? What is that weapon?

MM: That's a furogéne [phon]. It's like the other one ... not furogene,
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1 anti -- anti-aggressor, anti-aggressor, tear gas. And it's initially for the Muslims who
2 arein their -- what's it called? Well, just simply to throw at the Muslims that are in
3 their -- in their house, to force them to get out and choke. And as soon as they're out
4  wekill them. Even the little children, we kill them, because we suffered too much.
5 And we, we're the military."
6 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:22:32]
7 Q. [15:22:32] Did you see the video?
8 A. [15:22:39] Yes, I've seen it.
9 Q. [15:22:44] This is a soldier in your group who was in charge of giving training to
10 the civilians in your group; is that right?
11 A, [15:23:08] Yes, he was part of the Yamwara group.
12 Q. [15:23:16] And what he's saying, this isn't the first time you've heard something
13 like that, is it?
14 MSDIMITRI: [15:23:26] Mr President.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:23:26] Yeah.
16 MSDIMITRI: [15:23:27] Can we ask it in a non-leading way? Sorry.
17 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:23:33] I didn't hear you, this is the problem.
18  Can you please -- I thought there was another microphone on. No problem, please
19  repeatit.
20 MSDIMITRI: [15:23:39] Of course. I'm just asking if it could be asked in a more
21  neutral way and less leading.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:23:45] Yes, you're right.
23 Mr Vanderpuye, this was a leading question.
24 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:23:49] Indeed.

25 Q. [15:23:52] Let me ask a different question all together. I'll withdraw that one.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:23:58] Well, yeah, withdraw it, I think that that's
better. And the witness has sort of answered it, but you can -- because we have now
this video and we have listened to it, I'll give you another chance to ask it somewhat
different.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:24:15]

Q.  [15:24:18] Did you hear talk like that from military in the group while you were
in the group?

A.  [15:24:42] As I had the opportunity to tell you, there were several sections and
each section was in their own space and received their own separate training. And
so if I could hear what they said, I could have intervened. But the sections were
scattered and each one received training from the chief. And I could not be
everywhere to -- in such a way that I would have been aware of the content of

the training for each section. I'll give you an example here, when he's speaking here
was he at his position? Was he on a theatre of operations? Where was he? Ican't
tell.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:25:38] I think you have an answer here,

Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:25:43] Thank you, Mr President.

Q. [15:25:46] Do you know if soldiers like Max Maidana said things like that in
front of Mr Yekatom?

MS DIMITRI:  [15:25:57] Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:25:57] Yeah, Ms Dimitri.

MS DIMITRI:  [15:25:59] I'm sorry if I sound disruptive, but I -- I believe this question
is already answered by the previous one. He did -- he already said he didn't hear

things like that at the base, he -- he already answered the question in various forms in
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the past 10 minutes, in my humble opinion, and we're just --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:26:22] I tend -- I tend to agree.

Mr Vanderpuye, you have called the witness, so -- and, well -- actually, I think -- I
think the witness has answered. Specifically with his last answer, if you read
between the lines, which everybody does, but it's specifically a duty and obligation of
the judges, it's an answer.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:26:47] Thank you, Mr President. And it's not an issue.

We have videos, including some other ones as well, so it's fine.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:26:58] And, yeah, and also if I -- I think I

have -- I repeat myself here a little bit. But we often have seen videos, which

is -- which is fine, sometimes, and I also understand that sometimes we see them for
the second, third or fourth time because we have to discuss them with different
witnesses, but - as well as documentary evidence - as documents, as such, also videos
have their own or might have their own evidentiary value without a witness saying,
yes, I see what is on the screen, because what is on the screen and what we see is what
we as judges perceive and what is the basis of what we have to assess in the end.

So, to put it, for -- just an example, I don't want to talk at the end of the -- I hope at
the -- short before the end of this hearing. I think in the first or in the second session
there was a picture shown to the witness where clearly three people had machetes.
Well, we don't -- in my humble opinion, we don't have to ask the witness "Do you see
the machetes?" because we see them. I think it's clear enough what I'm trying to
convey.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:28:11] Crystal. Crystal clear.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:28:12] Okay. Thank you.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:28:13] Thank you, Mr President.
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1 Q. [15:28:16] I think I'm doing all right for time, so we'll be okay, I think.
2 Thereis a video, aside from this I want to show you, actually a few. I think I'll start
3 with this one. It's at tab 13.
4 No, no, no, no, wait, wait, sorry. Allright. Ithink I'm going to move to the Mbaiki
5 axis, I'll ask you some questions about that. So I'll show you a different video.
6 This one is at tab 20, CAR-OTP-2065-3412. It's a video that's dated about
7 13 December 2013. I think it's about a minute long, the clip. And the translation is
8 located at tab 44, CAR-OTP-2125-0470. And I believe the transcript reference should
9 Dbeatpage 0472. Ibelieve it's line 16 through 25.
10 Soif you can let me know in the booth when you've got the transcript, we can go
11 ahead with it.
12 THE INTERPRETER: [15:29:57] Interpreter is ready.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:30:00] Interpreter is ready and that's a good
14  practice to make the thumbs up. So I see it immediately because I have a very good
15  view to the interpreters' booth here. Yeah, we can play it.
16 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:30:12] Thank you.
17 (Viewing of the video excerpt)
18  THE INTERPRETER: [15:30:16](Interpretation of the video excerpt)
19 "Journalist: Rodrigue?
20 RM: These are our elements and we're trying to get them back here. I could show
21 you.
22 Journalist: And what's the programme today?
23 RM: No, we don't have a programme today. Today, we've got to deploy about 100
24  soldiers in PK9, towards the other road that leads to Mbaiki.

25 Journalist: Is it strategic to put men there?
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1 RM: Whynot? It's our territory.
2 Journalist: And what's the objective of this manoeuvre?
3 RM: The objective is that we are waiting for Michel Djotodia, because he just said
4 the RFI that he wants to negotiate. He's ready to negotiate with the Anti-Balaka, the
5  soldiers, but we do not need to -- we need -- we do not need to negotiate with
6  Michel Djotodia."
7 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:31:28] We've stopped at 01:09 on this video.
8 Q. [15:31:35] You recognise the location?
9 A. [15:31:57] But the image is frozen. Ireally cannot tell you where exactly
10 the place is.
11 Q. [15:32:07] Let me try it a different way. Did you watch the video up until this
12 point?
13 A, [15:32:23] Yes, but where we stopped, it's not very clear for me.
14 The place appears to me as Yamwara.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:33:04] Before you continue, Mr Vanderpuye, I
16  would like to correct for the transcript an ERN number. It's the ERN number of
17 tab 20 is CAR-OTP-2065-3412. Thank you.
18 MR VANDERPUYE: [15:33:22] Thank you, Mr President.
19 Q. [15:33:24] And as I indicated to you, at least the metadata indicates that
20  the video was shot around 13 December 2013, so at a period of time where you were
21  at the Yamwara school. Were you aware that there was the idea to send a hundred
22 people down to PK9, around that time?
23 A, [15:34:02] Yes, I was present.
24 Q. [15:34:11] Okay. And were you among the people that went to PK9?

25 A, [15:34:26] When it was about -- I was not part of the people who went to PKO.
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Q.  [15:34:39] So you remained up at Yamwara base while a hundred people went
down to PKO9; is that right?

MS DIMITRI:  [15:34:50] Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:34:51] Yeah.

MS DIMITRI:  [15:34:53] Unless I'm wrong, my understanding is that there's the idea
of sending a hundred people, but we didn't establish that they finally went on

13 December in PKO.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:35:06] Again, I have to agree with Ms Dimitri.
Perhaps just this one additional question and then you -- then you can continue with
the question you just asked.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:35:13] No, I agree. She's right.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:35:15] She's simply right.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:35:16]

Q. [15:35:17] Did -- did -- were elements deployed to PK9 of that number around
that time?

A. [15:35:43] Yes, some elements were deployed to PK9.

Q. [15:35:53] Okay. Now, I want to move down to the period of time where you
travelled to Mbaiki. Do you remember when it was that you left to go to Mbaiki,
approximately?

A. [15:36:43] I do not remember the date, because there was a lot of chaos at that
point of time so it's very hard for me to retain the date.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:02] Well, perhaps you could see this as a sign
from above. No, I'm -- no, please.

MR VANDERPUYE: (Microphone not activated)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:37:14] Literally, microphone, please.
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MR VANDERPUYE: [15:37:20] It's in my outline, but I think I might abridge this,
although I'm coming to where I would like to be at this moment.

Q. [15:37:33] You describe how you went to Mbaiki from paragraph 41 through 44
of your statement, and you say that when you arrived there the Chadian contingent
was evacuating Muslims out of the town. So I just want to confirm with you that
that is accurate to your memory today?

A.  [15:38:19] Yes, at that point of time when we were in Yamwara, there were
elements deployed in PK9. They took possession of that place and then Pissa and
Sekia. And then -- then we arrived and we were on board a lorry or a truck. And
all the soldiers were there to go to Mbaiki.

When we arrived, the Seleka in Mbaiki had already left the place. The Seleka colonel
who was in command at Mbaiki was at the same rank as Yekatom. Idon't know
how they heard, but when we arrived there was no -- there were no clashes, there
were no -- there was no damage done in the cities. We calmly stayed in the city at
the SOCATEL, and it's the Muslims who gathered and they gave us coffee, sugar and
juice and we stayed together. We stayed there for some time and, subsequently, we
saw that the Chadian contingent came to evacuate the Chadians who were there and
the men left the city. They started firing. It's the Chadian soldiers who shot at the
city of Mbaiki.

Secondly, when they were shooting, {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)} and I said that there are gunshots and it's not our elements who are firing,
it's not Anti-Balaka but the Chadian soldiers who are firing shots themselves. No
one reacted to these shots and we tried -- we stayed with our soldiers without
reacting. They left the city then.

After their departure, the population in the districts wanted to break the houses and
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the shops belonging to Muslims. {ICR: (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}.

So they -- I mean, if you break the houses, it's a loss, it's better you live in the houses.
And when we reached Mbaiki we had absolutely no problems. And the Muslims,
no Muslim was killed in the city until the arrival of Yekatom. When we reached
Mbaiki, I was with Coeur de Lion and there was absolutely no problem.
PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:41:35] Literally speaking, we are already on an
extended session, but I would simply suggest that we finish the examination and
don't -- don't make a break. I think for once this should be possible. Yeah, please
continue, Mr Vanderpuye.

Because to make now, then we start at 10 before 4 and have another 10 minutes of, I
think. Actually, I forgot that we already started at 2 o'clock.

Please, Mr Vanderpuye.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:42:05] Thank you, Mr President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:42:06] My mistake, you should not shorten these
lunch breaks.

MR VANDERPUYE:

Q. [15:42:11] I just want to make sure I have some things clear, because as I
mentioned at the beginning, we're going through interpreters who are trying to keep
up with both of us.  So I want to clarify a few things.

First is, from what I can see in your answer here, that you were already in Mbaiki
when the Muslims were being evacuated. You were staying at the SOCATEL and
then they were evacuated; is that right or do I have that wrong again?

A.  [15:42:57] That's right.
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Q. [15:43:02] Okay. The next thing I'd like to clarify with you is you said, as it is in
the transcript: "When we reached Mbaiki" -- this is at page 101, I'm reading from
line 19 or so, or 20. Line 21, rather: "When we reached Mbaiki I was with

Coeur de Lion and there was absolutely no problem."

But you say before that, at line 20 -- 19: "When we reached Mbaiki we had no
problems and the Muslims" -- and it says "no Muslims -- no Muslim was killed in

the city until the arrival of Yekatom." I'm not sure what that's intended to mean,
maybe you can explain that.

You mean no Muslim was killed after Mr Yekatom arrived?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:44:15] We have lost connection, I think we have
to wait a second.

Mr Witness, did you hear the question? When you say "no Muslim was killed until
Mr Yekatom arrived", does that mean -- what do you mean by that? Do you mean
that when Mr Yekatom arrived no Muslim was killed afterwards? What do you
mean by that? That was the question.

THE WITNESS: [15:45:02](Interpretation) I did not say no Muslim was killed until
Yekatom said -- I said I was in Mbaiki with Coeur de Lion when the Chadian
contingent were evacuating the civilians. We were there. There was no problem
between us and the Muslims. The Muslims themselves came with juice and coffee
forus. There was absolutely no problem until the Chadian contingent evacuated
them. It's only after that that Yekatom came. We -- we did not kill -- we did not kill
Muslims until Yekatom came, no, that's not -- I said Yekatom came only after

the Chadian population was evacuated.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:46:04]

Q. [15:46:04] Okay. That's -- that's helpful, for you to clarify your understanding
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of the events there.

Are you aware of a meeting that Yekatom had when he arrived in Mbaiki in which he
addressed the situation there?

A.  [15:46:49] I got to know that he met his -- the Seleka colonel in Mbaiki. He was
with the mayor, the prefect or the sub-prefect. They met to have discussions. It's
after that that we were informed so that we could go there. SoI do not know what
transpired amongst them.

Q. [15:47:27] Okay. Now, at a certain point Coeur de Lion was killed. You recall
that, right?

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:48:04] He has it in his statement that he was
killed, so please, your question. I think we don't have to repeat it.

MR VANDERPUYE: [15:48:13]

Q. [15:48:13] How long did you remain in Mbaiki after Coeur de Lion was killed?
A. [15:48:31] We stayed approximately for a week in Mbaiki.

Q. [15:48:39] When you say "we stayed" do you mean all of you, or just your group,
your unit?

A.  [15:49:02] I'm referring to all Anti-Balaka soldiers.

Q. [15:49:12] Do you have a recollection of the killing of the deputy mayor of
Mbaiki by the name of Djido Saleh? Did you ever hear about that?

A. [15:49:40] Yes, I was privy to that.

Q. [15:49:46] Were you still in Mbaiki when that happened?

A. [15:50:00] Yes, I was still in Mbaiki.

Q. [15:50:06] Can you tell the Chamber what you know about that, what you heard
about the killing of the deputy mayor Djido Saleh while you were in Mbaiki.

A.  [15:50:38] Yes, I was in Mbaiki when he was killed. At that point of time I was
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not in SOCATEL. His house wasn't far from SOCATEL. I went downwards
beyond the market and when I came back I was told that Djido was -- had -- was
depressed and he started attacking the inhabitants of Mbaiki and he attacked some
people close to his house, so the population of Mbaiki got upset and started
lapidating him with pebbles and stones.

So he wasn't killed with a firearm, he wasn't attacked with sticks or machetes, he was
stoned. And it wasn't the Anti-Balaka who killed him. He was attacked by

the youth of Mbaiki.

Q.  [15:52:02] And you said you were told this information. Who gave you that
information, if you can recall?

A.  [15:52:21] It was the youth in Mbaiki. I was with a group, I was discussing,
and it's the people who had just bought some palm wine, and it's these people who
were talking about the subject. And he was the first person to attack the inhabitants
and this is why the inhabitants reacted. I was at the place where palm wine was sold
and this is where people were talking about the incident.

When I got to know this, I informed my -- I asked my soldiers to not go close to

the place of the incident so that the Anti-Balaka are not accused of being

the perpetrators of this murder.

Q.  [15:53:24] Do you know who the ComZone was in Mbaiki at that time,

the Anti-Balaka ComZone?

A. [15:53:41] I think it was Coeur de Lion who was the head. After his death, {ICR:
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)}

Q. [15:55:49] Did you know someone by the name of Stéphane Dawili Morgane?
A. [15:56:07] Yes, I know him.

Q.  [15:56:13] Did you ever talk to him about the killing of Djido Saleh and

the circumstances under which he was killed and mutilated?

A. [15:56:41] Never. Never. We never spoke aboutit. These people were
always moving around. We really don't know their whereabouts. They would
only -- for these people would only follow Rombhot or Habib. Perhaps they were
related to Habib, I don't know.

Q. [15:57:16] Okay. I'm a little unclear about who you mean by "these people".
Are they members of the group, to your knowledge, or not?

A. [15:57:47] Dawili was also part of the group. He was an Anti-Balaka soldier in
Habib Beina's group. He was used to travelling around with Beina.

Q. [15:58:09] Did you know an element, a woman by the name of Honorine
Gbafolo?

A. [15:58:32] Yes,  know her. Iknow her. She was also in Mbaiki.

Q. [15:58:46] Did you hear at any time that she was involved in the killing or
mutilation of Djido Saleh?

A.  [15:59:12] No. Isaid that during the incident I wasn't present. I was really
in another place in the district so I did not get close to the place to see the incident.

I don't know if people talked and hid the truth from me. Iwasn't told anything

31.01.2023 Page 89



ICC-01/14-01/18-T-197-Red3-ENG WT 31-01-2023 90/92 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, |CC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of thistranscript isfiled in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Open Session) ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1786

about her.

Q. [15:59:41] Do you know somebody by the name of Cyril Gauthier Ngombe,
sergent?

A. [16:00:03] Are you talking about Cyril? ButI said that I can't recognise people
from their names, because in most cases people did not give their real names, they
would give their nicknames or aliases. If you show me the photo of the person, then
I'd be able to identify them.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:00:38] I think we are now, we are going beyond
two hours and we cannot go longer than -- than two hours.

MR VANDERPUYE: [16:00:46] I have literally one --

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:00:48] Okay, good. Good.

MR VANDERPUYE: [16:00:45] One and a half questions.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:00:50] One, but not the wide interpretation of
one and a half that we had.

MR VANDERPUYE: [16:00:54] No subsections.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:00:55] Okay, good. Please.

MR VANDERPUYE: [16:01:01]

Q. [16:01:01] The question I have is, does Honorine Mbafolo go by the nickname
Mama Tia Godobe?

A. [16:01:28] Yes, that was her nickname.

Q. [16:01:31] That was the half. And now the other question is, do you know who
Nadege Mbafolo is and was she in Mbaiki?

A.  [16:01:59] You're talking about Nadege Mbafolo? Can you give me her
nickname. Most people went by their nickname. There were a lot of women in

the group as well.
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Q.  [16:02:16] Unfortunately I don't have her nickname, so I think that's all I have for
you.

I want to thank you for your cooperation and for your patience.

Thank you, as well, Mr President and the Chamber.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:02:26] Thank you, Mr Vanderpuye.

Before we part, the expected and dreaded question, Ms Dimitri. I don't want to say
anything, but ...

MS DIMITRI: [16:02:41] I can read in your mind, Mr President. We will finish
tomorrow.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:02:45] And I would --

MS DIMITRI:  [16:02:48] Mr Suzuki is always optimistic, he estimates that we will
only need two sessions.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:02:56] We prepare for three.

MS DIMITRI:  [16:02:59] Yes, thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:03:00] Good.

Mr Knoops, can you confirm that you don't have any questions for this witness.

You didn't hear me, Mr Knoops? Can you confirm that you don't -- you know,

it's with a twinkle in my eye.

MR KNOOPS: [16:03:20] Most likely we don't have questions. It might be just

a handful, but that's just in the extreme if the topics are not addressed by our friends
from the Yekatom team (Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:03:27] You have to make this caveat --

MR KNOOPS: [16:03:28](Overlapping speakers)

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [16:03:27] But we are such a long time together

already you don't have to make these caveats, because I understand if the situation
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1 changes that we -- that you also change your thing.

2 Okay, that concludes for today.

3 Thank you, Mr Witness. We see each other, everyone, and specifically Mr Witness,
4  tomorrow again at 9.30.

5 THE COURT USHER: [16:03:50] All rise.

6  (The hearing ends in open session at 4.03 p.m.)
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