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(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:32:31] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.  12 

Please be seated.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:49] Good morning, everyone.   14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:03] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

This is the situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor 17 

versus Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference 18 

ICC-01/14-01/18.  19 

And for the record, we're in open session. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:22] Thank you very much.   21 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  22 

Ms Struyven, it's a long time you have not been, at least in this case.  23 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:33:30] True, your Honours.  For the Prosecution today we have 24 

Irina Galupa, Yassin Mostfa, Kweku Vanderpuye and myself, Olivia Struyven. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  And the representatives of the victims.  1 

Ms Massidda first. 2 

MS MASSIDDA:  [9:33:43] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Good 3 

morning, everyone.  For the victims of the other crimes, appearing today, 4 

Maître Elisabeth Rabesandratana, Ms Gabriella dos Santos -- Batista dos Santos, 5 

Ms Evelyne Ombeni, Mr Merouane Chenaifa and myself, Paolina Massidda. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Thank you.  7 

I turn to Mr Suprun. 8 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:34:04] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 9 

Honours.  The former child soldiers are represented by Diletta Marchesi and myself, 10 

Dmytro Suprun.  Thank you. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:13] Thank you.  12 

Next is Ms Dimitri for the Defence of Mr Yekatom. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:34:17] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 14 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom and 15 

he is represented today by Mr Narek Chakhalyan, Ms Laurence Hortas-Laberge, 16 

Mr Gyo Suzuki and myself, Mylène Dimitri. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:34] Thank you very much.   18 

And Mr Knoops, finally. 19 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:34:37] Yes.  Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 20 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.   21 

Morning, Mr Witness. 22 

Our team today consists of Ms Despoina Eleftheriou, Melissa Beaulieu.  And the 23 

second row, Sorenza Bangaya and Mr Mathias Goffe.  And Mr Ngaïssona, of course.  24 

Thank you.  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:01] Thank you very much.   1 

And, most importantly, we turn now to the testimony of P-0974. 2 

Good morning, Mr Witness.  On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to welcome you 3 

to the courtroom.  You are called to testify and to assist this Chamber in the case of 4 

The Prosecutor against Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona.  You have been informed 5 

about this, but I would also like to tell you this from the bench here, as Presiding 6 

Judge, there are protective measures put in place to ensure that your identity is not 7 

revealed to the public.  So we have face distortion.  That means the public cannot 8 

see you.  And we use a pseudonym.  This is the reason why I address you not with 9 

your real name, but as "Mr Witness". 10 

Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell 11 

the truth.  Please read this card out aloud.  12 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0974 13 

(The witness speaks Sango)  14 

THE WITNESS:  [9:36:22](Interpretation) I solemnly swear that I shall tell the truth, 15 

the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:29] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  You 17 

are now under oath.  You are fully aware what this means.  I don't have to further 18 

elaborate on that.   19 

And, with that, I think we can turn already to the questioning by the Prosecutor.   20 

I think, Ms Struyven, you will explain a little bit what velocity of speaking and pauses 21 

and so on means.  You have the floor.  22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:37:13](Microphone not activated) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:13] Indeed.  Indeed, yeah.   24 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:37:13] (Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.   25 
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QUESTIONED BY MS STRUYVEN: (Interpretation)   1 

Q.   [09:37:15] Good morning, Mr Witness.  My name is Olivia Struyven.  We met 2 

briefly last week.  And I will be putting questions to you today on behalf of the 3 

Office of the Prosecutor.  4 

Before we begin, in effect, I have two comments for your attention:  First, as you can 5 

hear, I'm speaking quite slowly.  The reason for this is that whatever I say and 6 

whatever you say and whatever the judges would say in this courtroom is being 7 

simultaneously translated into English and French.  That is why it is important for us 8 

to observe a small pause between our conversations. 9 

Second comment is the following:  If anything whatsoever is unclear to you, please 10 

do not hesitate to point it out to us.   11 

And maybe one last comment:  You see, the judge has already explained to you that 12 

protective measures have been put in place for your benefit, and so your name is not 13 

public.  That is why everything that may relate to your identity will be dealt with in 14 

private session and the public will not hear it.  But whenever we have to discuss 15 

matters that may not identify you, we will proceed in open session. 16 

However, if you have any concerns around that arrangement, please do not hesitate 17 

to point it out. 18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:39:39](Interpretation) Your Honours, I believe that we will now 19 

have to proceed to a private session to deal with matters of identity. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:45] Indeed.  21 

We go to private session.  22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:39:57](Interpretation) Now I am -- 23 

(Private session at 9.40 a.m.)  24 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:40:09] We're in private session, Mr President.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:13] It's always like that, the ones who make 1 

the rules are the first, frankly speaking, who do not obey them.   2 

Please, Ms Struyven. 3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:40:23](Interpretation)  4 

Q.   [9:40:33] Mr Witness, for the record, can you please give us your full names?  5 

A.   [9:40:41](No interpretation) 6 

Q.   (No interpretation)  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:12] I have no -- actually, I have no 8 

interpretation.  9 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:41:20] Mr President, the English channel is on the French channel. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  I also assume that, but so -- (Overlapping speakers)  11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:41:25] Apologies from the English booth.  We are not --   12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:24] Well, this should not hinder us to proceed.  13 

Who wants to hear English has to switch to French and who wants to hear French 14 

switches to English and we can fix that perhaps during the pause.  Is that okay? 15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:41:38] Message from the interpretation booth -- 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  I think that's not too complicated.   17 

THE INTERPRETER:  -- it was just a little mix up with the console.  We believe 18 

we're on the correct channels now.   19 

Our apologies. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:48] No, it is already being fixed.   21 

So, Mr Witness, this can happen.  Could you please repeat your name and when you 22 

were born.  We have to apologise for that.  That was a problem, a technical 23 

problem. 24 

THE WITNESS:  [9:42:13](Interpretation) I'm (Redacted).   25 
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I was born on (Redacted) in the Central African Republic. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:42:31] 2 

Q.   [9:42:32] One last question, if you don't mind, about your identity.  What is 3 

your ethnicity? 4 

A.   [9:42:37] I'm from the (Redacted) ethnic group. 5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:42:44] I believe we can go back into open session for questions in 6 

relation to the witness's statement. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:52] Indeed, we go to open session for that. 8 

(Open session at 9.42 a.m.) 9 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:43:14] We are back in open session, Mr President. 10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:43:20](Interpretation)  11 

Q.   [9:43:21] Mr Witness, is it correct that you made a statement to the Office of the 12 

Prosecutor in July 2017? 13 

A.   [9:43:36] Yes, that is correct. 14 

Q.   [9:43:38] And for the record, this is CAR-OTP-2058-0165 -- that's the English 15 

version, which is to be found at tab 1 -- and CAR-OTP-2118-0813, which is at tab 4.  16 

That's the French translation. 17 

And when I put questions to you, I will be making reference to the French version.  18 

That will be easier for us. 19 

Now, Mr Witness, did you make this statement voluntarily? 20 

A.   [9:44:24] Yes, I did. 21 

Q.   [9:44:32] Is it correct that during your discussions with the OTP staff members 22 

you were asked some questions about events that occurred in the Central African 23 

Republic between 2012 and 2014? 24 

A.   [9:44:57] Yes, that's right.25 
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Q.   [9:45:09] And I'm given to understand that last week you were given some time 1 

to review your statement and the documents associated with the statement? 2 

A.   [9:45:27] Yes, that's right. 3 

Q.   [9:45:38] And I believe that you made a few minor corrections to the French 4 

version? 5 

A.   [9:45:57] Yes, that's right. 6 

Q.   [9:46:05] And just for the record, we are talking about CAR-OTP-00001761.   7 

Now, Mr Witness, this statement that you gave in 2017 with the corrections, does this 8 

statement represent a faithful -- is it a -- faithful to what you said to the OTP staff 9 

members during your interview? 10 

A.   [9:46:42] Yes, it does reflect what I said to the members of the OTP. 11 

Q.   [9:46:52] Could you confirm that this statement is true and accurate? 12 

A.   [9:47:00] Yes, I can confirm that. 13 

Q.   [9:47:10] Do you have any objections to your statement being placed on the 14 

record of the case?  Do you agree to the Chamber using your statement as evidence 15 

in this case? 16 

A.   [9:47:30] I have no objection, and I agree to this, yes.  17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:47:48](Interpretation) Your Honours, I believe that the 18 

conditions of Rule 68(3) have been met? 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:53] Indeed, for the record, the conditions of 20 

Rule 68(3) are fulfilled with the corrections made by the witness, and we have already 21 

the CAR numbers -- the ERN numbers on the record.   22 

Please move on. 23 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:48:11](Interpretation)  24 

Q.   [9:48:14] Mr Witness, this was the technical aspect of your testimony here, and25 
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now I'll be putting a few questions to you and showing you some documents, so I'll 1 

be asking you for additional information about specific paragraphs.  I believe you do 2 

have a binder with documents, and if you could move to tab 4, please, of the binder? 3 

A.   [9:49:17] Yes. 4 

Q.   [9:49:20] Now, I'll be referring to the French version of the statement.  I'll be 5 

asking you some questions about the content of this statement.  And for the first 6 

question I believe we'll have to go into closed -- or, rather, private session.  If we 7 

could go into private session, your Honour. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:44] Yes, private session. 9 

(Private session at 9.49 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:49:48] We are in private session, Mr President. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:50:06] I think, Ms Struyven, we would prefer it if 12 

you simply refer to the paragraph, ask the witness the question; if the witness says, "I 13 

don't recall", then we put it to him or he can even read it.  But I think it's even easier 14 

now to put it on the screen, the respective part, so that the witness is not constantly 15 

following through his former statement.  And that has also not been the practice we 16 

have established in the past.  I waited for a private session to clarify. 17 

I assume, Mr Knoops, Ms Dimitri, you are fine with my remark?  Yes, okay.  Please, 18 

Ms Struyven. 19 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:50:50](Interpretation) Yes, indeed, your Honour. 20 

Q.   [9:51:00] Mr Witness, on your screen you will see -- and I make reference to tab 21 

4 -- this is the translation of the witness's statement 00 -- 00 -- and I'll be asking you 22 

about paragraphs 80 and 81, page 0827.   23 

Mr Witness, I hope you can see the document up on the screen. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:51:36] Can't you ask your question and we put 25 
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only the exact -- what the witness has said?  It's already -- you can simply say, 1 

because procedurally it has been part -- it's already now part of his testimony today, 2 

you can simply say, "You have said" this and that, and you have an additional 3 

question.  It is less cumbersome and it also accords better with the practice we had.  4 

Okay. 5 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:52:01](Interpretation) Very well, your Honour. 6 

Now, at paragraphs 80 and 81 of your statement you described (Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  That was after Djotodia stepped down, (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  And you explained that there was (Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)   10 

And at paragraph 81 you said:   11 

"(Redacted) Ngaïssona explained (Redacted) that although he  12 

had been out of the country during the fighting, he still had been active with the  13 

movement.  He explained that he had organised meetings with ex-FACA from  14 

Cameroon and was in telephone contact with people in the provinces for the birth of  15 

the movement."   16 

(Redacted) meeting in Garam-Boulai, (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

My first question to you is this:  At that time, did you know where Ngaïssona was 19 

before he returned to the CAR?  What -- do you know what -- at that time did you 20 

know what country he was in? 21 

A.   [9:54:06] Ngaïssona was in Cameroon. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:15] May I?  Yeah.   23 

Mr Witness, a question by the Presiding Judge.  Did you know at the time when 24 

Mr Ngaïssona was in Cameroon -- did you have contact with him?  Did you meet 25 
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him?  Did you speak with him?  1 

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:32](Interpretation) No, not at all. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:41] Thank you, Mr Witness.   3 

Ms Struyven. 4 

MS STRUYVEN:  [9:54:43](Interpretation)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)   20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) when the movement had begun, he was still in Cameroon and he had 1 

already made contact with former FACA members and that he was in contact over the 2 

phone with a number of Anti-Balaka officials in the Central African Republic to 3 

establish the movement. 4 

As you know, the Anti-Balaka movement was born out of the upheaval, the rising up 5 

of self-defence groups in each village and area.  (Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  That is why he was a legitimate choice to be the coordinator of the 7 

Anti-Balaka. 8 

Q.   [9:59:12] Thank you very much.  Now, indeed, you've explained at a number of 9 

points in your statement -- paragraph 27, paragraph 15 and 39 -- you've explained  10 

that (Redacted) -- and I'm backtracking in time, I must admit -- you  11 

(Redacted) -- the coup and you explained that there were  12 

many FACA members, particularly those close to Bozizé, who went to Bangui, to  13 

Cameroon, to Garam-Boulai, and also to Yaounde, (Redacted)   14 

Am I to understand that -- well, at that time, did you know whether those people  15 

were going to hold meetings with Ngaïssona in Yaounde, or in other locations? 16 

MR KNOOPS:  [10:00:25] Mr President, this is a leading question.  It should have 17 

been formulated more generally and more neutral.  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:00:34] Yes, I agree.  And could you -- you 19 

repeat a lot of what the witness has said and the witness knows what he has said.  20 

Could you when you ask your questions perhaps simply summarise a little bit and 21 

then come quicker to the question?  Do you understand what I mean?  The witness 22 

knows the background.  The witness knows, of course, what he has said.  He has 23 

just confirmed that and he has said it is the truth.  So we can take this as his 24 

statement, as I'm always saying, so -- and I also agree with Mr Knoops.  Please 25 
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rephrase it. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:01:15](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President.  I was trying 2 

to simplify things.  I will try to simplify things.  3 

Q.   [10:01:23] Did you learn at some point that Ngaïssona was involved in the 4 

Anti-Balaka movement by way of contact with FACA and people who were in the 5 

provinces before he arrived in Bangui? 6 

A.   [10:01:52] No, I was not aware of that.  I know nothing about that. 7 

Q.   [10:02:11] No problem.  But let me take an example, and I'm referring to 8 

paragraph 27.  As I was trying to explain before, (Redacted) the Seleka had just 9 

carried out the coup, and you say that some persons close to Bozizé's regime fled to 10 

Cameroon.  So my question, in that connection, is whether you knew at that time 11 

who they were in contact with in Cameroon? 12 

A.   [10:02:56] I do not know those people.  Those men had sought refuge in 13 

Cameroon (Redacted) so what he said in this meeting or meetings in Yaounde -- well, 14 

that did not give me the opportunity to know those who had  15 

attended the meetings. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:29] Mr Witness, you say in paragraph -- this  17 

is paragraph 27, that you learned about this meeting later (Redacted)  That  18 

is in your statement.  You don't have to look at it.  You can believe the Presiding  19 

Judge when he cites you.  You said you learned about this meeting (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  Do you recall when you learned about that (Redacted) 21 

THE WITNESS:  [10:04:05](Interpretation) (Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:19] Thank you very much. 25 
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Ms Struyven, I think we can move on from here. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:04:25](Interpretation)  2 

Q.   [10:04:35] Now, you have explained that you did not hear about the meeting 3 

between the FACA -- the meetings that were held in Cameroon and elsewhere with  4 

Mr Ngaïssona.  I think it's clear.  But later on, (Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) did you hear or did you have any confirmation of the fact that  6 

Mr Ngaïssona was already involved in the movement before he returned to Bangui? 7 

A.   [10:05:13] No, no.  I did not receive any such information.  What I know is that 8 

the Anti-Balaka movement was spontaneously created in various different localities.  9 

I have no idea about the manner in which he was in touch with these people.  All 10 

I know is that we were in the Central African Republic and we organised ourselves 11 

into a resistance movement which burst spontaneously in various localities and 12 

various areas of the capital. 13 

Q.   [10:06:01] One last clarification on this point.  In your statement you say that  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

strategic meeting in Garam-Boulai.  Do you recall why you described the meeting as  18 

being a strategic meeting? 19 

A.   [10:06:57]I think what I said about the meeting in Garam-Boulai is that I was not  20 

present at the meeting.  This is what we learnt while we (Redacted) namely,  21 

that soldiers had held a secret meeting against the regime which had taken power in 22 

Bangui.  When the Cameroonian authorities learnt about that, they arrested all the 23 

soldiers who were in Garam-Boulai and those soldiers were put together at a site 24 

of -- the soldiers that was located in Bertoua. 25 
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Q.   [10:08:01] Thank you for that clarification.  Maybe one last question on this  1 

point.  (Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

Q.   [10:10:13] That is correct, but I will be talking about the chronology 17 

subsequently.  But my specific question was the following:  (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted) 5 

Q.   [10:11:52] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  Now, I'll move on to something 6 

else.   7 

When you (Redacted) - and I go back to the beginning, to proceed chronologically - in 8 

(Redacted) 2013 you were in (Redacted) and the Seleka coup had just taken place. 9 

And then at some point you left (Redacted) because you were in danger and you had 10 

to flee. You went to (Redacted) and then ultimately returned to Bangui, going 11 

through (Redacted). That is a little summary of how you moved about.   12 

And I'm referring here to paragraph 28.   13 

You said you got to Bangui in (Redacted) 2013, but you don't exactly recall the date, 14 

and at that time you had left (Redacted) because you went through (Redacted). But 15 

my specific question is the following: When you went back through (Redacted) and 16 

just before you got to Bangui, that would be around (Redacted) 2013, did you hear 17 

mention of any visit by Mr Ngaïssona to the (Redacted)? 18 

A.   [10:13:25] Not at all.  Not at all.  What I know is that -- is that Ngaïssona had 19 

not yet arrived, neither in (Redacted)  When I left (Redacted) I went through 20 

(Redacted) before I got to Bangui.  During that trip I did not hear any mention 21 

whatsoever of Ngaïssona. 22 

Q.   [10:14:01] Thank you very much.   23 

Mr President, I think we can go back to open session.  24 

And, Mr Witness, I will not be putting any questions to you about where you were25 
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located or questions referring to your identity. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:14:18] Open session. 2 

(Open session at 10.14 a.m.) 3 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:14:34] We're back in open session, Mr President. 4 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:14:40](Interpretation)  5 

Q.   [10:14:46] Mr Witness, I would like to continue chronologically, but I don't know 6 

if it will be possible, but I'll attempt.   7 

Now, just before the attack of 5 December 2013, in paragraph 46 of your statement 8 

you say that the Seleka persecuted the Anti-Balaka - and we agree on that - and you 9 

go on to say that the majority of the population will then join or support the 10 

Anti-Balaka.  And this is before 5 December. 11 

You then go on to say that every day the radio was talking about the progression of 12 

the Anti-Balaka, and then you also say that you heard mention about attacks on Peuhl 13 

outside Bangui and that they were brought to the central mosque and that this was 14 

even shown on television, but you were not in contact with any of the Anti-Balaka at 15 

that time. 16 

Now, I have a few questions for you on this paragraph.  When you say that the 17 

majority of the population then joined the Anti-Balaka, am I to understand -- or, 18 

rather, can you explain whether it was civilians who joined the Anti-Balaka?  19 

A.   [10:16:32] Yes.  When the Anti-Balaka movement was created, it was civilians 20 

and soldiers who created the movement.  Many civilians and many soldiers had 21 

joined the Anti-Balaka at that time. 22 

Q.   [10:16:58] Just to be clear, when you say that this was broadcast over radio, you 23 

are referring to the progression or the advance of the Anti-Balaka.  And you who 24 

were in Bangui and in other locations, could they follow what was going on?  How 25 
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can we understand exactly what you are saying? 1 

A.   [10:17:29] I haven't understood your question. 2 

Q.   [10:17:40] Well, it's because my question was not very clear.  So, you explain 3 

that you heard on radio that the Anti-Balaka were progressing.  How did that 4 

happen?  Was it through the newscast, was it in the written media, was it only over 5 

radio?  How did that happen? 6 

A.   [10:18:06] When they were progressing towards Bangui they attacked a number 7 

of localities and information on those attacks was broadcast over radio.  RFI talked 8 

about that progression all the way to Bangui.  So this was not a secret.  Every single 9 

day the news was on the airwaves.  This was a media event, including the attack 10 

against the Peuhl.  I don't know whether it took place close to Bangui or 11 

somewhere -- somewhere else.  I'm not aware of the locality.  But people were 12 

brought to the central mosque.  President Djotodia went to the mosque, along with 13 

his prime minister, and the images of that visit were broadcast on television. 14 

Q.   [10:19:21] Now, the attack on the Peuhls, that was a few days before the attack 15 

on Bangui.  Do you recall whether this happened a few days before the attack on 16 

Bangui? 17 

A.   [10:19:33] No, I don't recall.  But what I know is that the attack took place at 18 

some locality that was close to Bangui.  But it was shortly after that attack that the 19 

Anti-Balaka got to Bangui. 20 

Q.   [10:19:55] One last question on this point:  When you saw or heard news on the 21 

radio, was there mention of Muslim victims generally, victims of the attacks? 22 

A.   [10:20:15] The news was not only about Muslim victims, because the conflict 23 

had a religious connotation, given that the Seleka were also attacking Christians, and 24 

by way of reprisal the Anti-Balaka militia was created in order to self-defend against 25 
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Seleka attacks.  So the killings were not only of Muslims for no reason.  * You see, it 1 

was the Muslims who had taken up weapons and were supporting the Seleka.  And 2 

even the Peuhl as well, they had weapons in their camps. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:21:15] Ms Struyven, please concentrate your 4 

examination on issues/topics where the witness might have immediate own 5 

knowledge, and not what he heard on the media, because this is simply something 6 

that -- he can speak about it and he will do it truthfully, as he has said, but anybody 7 

could have heard this on the news.  So we would really appreciate it if you -- you 8 

move on. 9 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:21:41] Could I ask one follow-up question on this one, and then 10 

I'll move to the next topic? 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:21:47] Well, no, please move on.  This is -- we 12 

don't see the relevance here.  13 

Well, if you -- you had been at the time in CAR, you have -- we would have heard the 14 

same thing, everyone here, if we would have been there.  So, please, can you tell me 15 

where the probative value of any of this information, what somebody has heard on 16 

the radio, would be?  Can you imagine any probative value?  Perhaps you can 17 

simply enlighten me.  18 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:22:19] Yes.  I think it goes to the knowledge of the people that 19 

are planning the attack.  If it's widespread -- if there is widespread information going 20 

around that Peuhls or other Muslims are victims of the attacks that are ongoing prior 21 

to the 5 December attack, I think it shows the knowledge of the people that are 22 

organising the attack, or aiding and abetting in the attack, that it's likely that --   23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:22:40] We could have asked that in any -- any 24 

witness we had already here in the courtroom.   25 
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Please move on.  I've decided that. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:22:56](Interpretation)  2 

Q.   [10:22:57] Mr Witness, I will not put any -- or, rather, put any more questions to 3 

you about what you heard on radio or saw on TV but I will move to another question.  4 

But please be careful, we are in open session, and I will not be approaching any 5 

questions that might relate to your role or anything of that nature. 6 

In any event, at paragraph 54 in your statement you explain that at some point the 7 

group to which you belonged managed to obtain some ammunition.  My question is 8 

the following:  Where did the ammunition come from? 9 

A.   [10:23:48] When the Seleka took power, the armouries of the national army were 10 

destroyed and pillaged.  The senior officials of the Seleka, all of them had many arms 11 

and weapons and ammunitions stocked at their residences.  These were not weapons 12 

and ammunitions that they had bought; they had simply pillaged various arms 13 

depots. 14 

So during the attacks and the fighting that we prosecuted, we were able to capture 15 

some war booty and that is how we were able to obtain weapons and ammunition. 16 

Q.   [10:25:12] Was that also the case before the Seleka or some members of the 17 

Seleka left the country, or did that happen throughout? 18 

A.   [10:25:38] Yes, that is how it happened. 19 

Q.   [10:25:51] How did you manage to obtain the ammunition that was in the 20 

residences at that time?  Can you explain how you were able to recover that 21 

ammunition?  22 

A.   [10:26:26] When the Anti-Balaka entered Bangui they attacked houses belonging 23 

to Muslims and who were of the Seleka.  So because the Seleka had taken fear, they 24 

fled and abandoned their weapons and ammunition, which we then recovered and25 
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used in our own fighting against them. 1 

Q.   [10:27:17] Later on, were you able to obtain ammunition in other ways? 2 

A.   [10:27:29] There was no other way.  That was the only way.  We proceeded by 3 

attacking the Seleka and recovering their weapons. 4 

Q.   [10:27:55] Without providing any further details, what you have said is relating 5 

to your own group, but do you know how things happened in other groups? 6 

A.   [10:28:16] No, I can only tell you about my group.  You see, there were many 7 

groups and I do not know how the other groups managed to get their weapons. 8 

Q.   [10:28:36] No problem, Mr Witness.  I will now move on to another topic.  9 

And, indeed, I would like to discuss with you the period between late December and 10 

January.   11 

Unfortunately, once again, we might have to go into private session. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:06] Private session. 13 

(Private session at 10.29 a.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:29:13] We are in private session, Mr President. 15 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:29:30](Interpretation)  16 

Q.   [10:29:34] We are in private session once again so it will be easier to put 17 

questions to you, and I'd like to ask you about some meetings that you described in 18 

your statement beginning at paragraph 66 and going to paragraph 80.   19 

You described this period of time and various meetings that were held  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  And, indeed, you described at paragraph 66 and paragraph 67 of your 23 

statement -- you gave a description (Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)   25 
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And you explain that there was a second meeting (Redacted).   1 

Now, my first question to you is this:  Do you remember other people who were also 2 

present at this meeting? 3 

A.   [10:31:28] No, I don't remember. 4 

Q.   [10:31:32] (Microphone not activated) 5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:31:42] Microphone, please. 6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:31:44](Interpretation)  7 

Q.   [10:31:46] I would like to now show you a document at tab 19, actually, of the 8 

binder (Redacted)   9 

Now, this is a list of names, and I'd just like you to have a look at this list and see 10 

whether it corresponds to your memory of the people who were present.  ERN 11 

number (Redacted)    12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:32:57] Perhaps we can zoom in a little bit 13 

because it's -- on the screen it's a bit small for the witness.  14 

Mr Witness, have you ever seen this list of participants? 15 

THE WITNESS:  [10:33:12](Interpretation) No, I've never seen it before.  This is the  16 

first time I've seen it.  It is true that I recognise the names, but I don't know why this  17 

list was drawn up.  I can see (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  I see some other names, people I don't know.  But this is the  19 

very time that -- very first time that I've seen this list. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:07] So, Mr Witness, seeing this list now, does 21 

this jog your memory that this could perhaps be the -- that these are the participants 22 

of the meeting you yourself speak about?  Can you say something about this?  If not, 23 

it's also not a problem. 24 

THE WITNESS:  [10:34:40](Interpretation) No, no, that has nothing to do with the 25 
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meeting that I mentioned.  (Redacted)  I know these names, but I don't  1 

know when the meeting was held. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:58] Ms Struyven. 3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:35:00](Interpretation)  4 

Q.   [10:35:05] Very well.  If I've understood correctly -- well, have I understood  5 

correctly, you said that (Redacted)  Do you remember if at your meeting there were 6 

more people than what we see here or  7 

fewer -- more participants or fewer? 8 

A.   [10:35:33] Difficult to say, but I believe I mentioned the people.  When the 9 

investigators questioned me, I think that was -- well, that was six years ago, so it's 10 

difficult for me to remember all the details. 11 

Q.   [10:36:04] There's absolutely no problem with that.   12 

So you explain that during this meeting you talked about your objectives, your  13 

meeting at (Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) and you talked about your objectives.  And in your statement you  15 

said that you did not want to organise a coup d'état; you just wanted Djotodia to step  16 

down and the people of the Central African Republic to be liberated and the 17 

mercenaries be forced to leave.  And then after that in your statement you explained 18 

that Bara and Kokate were going to be chosen or elected to represent the Anti-Balaka 19 

and the N'Djamena summit. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:37:14] Well, yes, he has done this.  The 21 

question is -- the witness does not have to confirm again what is in a Rule 68(3) 22 

statement.  Please simply ask your questions.  Otherwise, well, we can spare this 23 

whole -- us this whole procedure and simply make him a full live witness.  But for a 24 

reason this has not been done, and for a reason the former statement of the witness 25 
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has been introduced via Rule 68(3), and the reason is expeditiousness. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:38:09] Indeed, your Honour.  I'm getting to my question. 2 

*Q.   [10:38:15] So Kokate and Bara went to N'Djamena, and the next day (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)   9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:05] Really, these are all speeches.  This is not 10 

a question.  Really, I would really appreciate it if you would follow my instructions.  11 

So you are reading out, you are summarising, but where is the question?  The 12 

witness knows the background, and let me put it this way:  I also know it, yeah.  13 

Okay.  So, please, a question every once in a while.  14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:39:41](Interpretation)  15 

Q.   [10:39:41] So, from whom did you hear that the Boy-Rabe Anti-Balaka group 16 

had rejected this idea for a coordination? 17 

A.   [10:39:53] Thank you.  I didn't hear about it through an intermediary.   18 

Everything -- well, we received the information.  (Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  That is what happened. 1 

Q.   [10:41:16] And when you said that the Boy-Rabe Anti-Balaka group had rejected 2 

this proposal, who are you talking about exactly? 3 

A.   [10:41:26] As I've already said, concerning the rejection of the concept for a 4 

coordination, I believe -- I believe it was all the leaders in Boy-Rabe.  I don't know.  5 

Perhaps -- well, I don't know exactly what they were thinking, so -- it was the men 6 

from Boy-Rabe and the ones from Boeing.  So there were several small Anti-Balaka 7 

groups in Boy-Rabe and Boeing.  (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

Q.   [10:42:45] And at that time, if you know, who were the leaders of the 13 

Anti-Balaka in Boy-Rabe, or do you know who took the decision to reject this 14 

proposal for a coordination group? 15 

A.   [10:43:09] There were several Anti-Balaka groups in Boy-Rabe and several 16 

leaders.  There was Konate's group, Andjilo's group, there were some groups, even 17 

the -- even 12 Puissances, his group.  We didn't know who was the chief commander.  18 

In Boeing, for example, the person who was best known was Captain Kamezolai, and  19 

the person who represented Boeing was Ngremangou.  (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) Rombhot was and Kamezolai was, there were several  21 

groups.  I gave you the names of some of the leaders in Boy-Rabe and in Boeing, so  22 

there you have it. 23 

Q.   [10:44:28] And at that time did you know why they had rejected (Redacted)  24 

for a coordination group? 25 
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A.   [10:44:53] No, I never found out. 1 

Q.   [10:44:57] Now, in your statement - and I refer to paragraph 72 - you say the 2 

following:  "Then the group led by Ngremangou joined the Boy-Rabe group."  3 

And then further on -- well, first question:  Do you know why Ngremangou changed 4 

groups?  And we are talking about early January 2014.  Why did he join the 5 

Boy-Rabe group? 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:30] Ms Dimitri? 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:45:33] It's not the -- it's not the first time counsel is testifying.  8 

There is nowhere in the statement where it says that Ngremangou left in beginning of 9 

January. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:44] That's true, indeed. 11 

So, Mr Witness, you said that Ngremangou joined the Boy-Rabe group.  Did you 12 

know if he belonged to any other group before that and, if you know that, to which 13 

group? 14 

THE WITNESS:  [10:46:06](Interpretation) Thank you.  I believe I told you that 15 

Ngremangou was the leader of all the Anti-Balaka in Boeing.  They were working  16 

together because, you see, Boeing, when you get to Boeing, (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  So  20 

this proposal for a coordination group failed and at that time Ngremangou joined  21 

with all the members of his group -- it was at that time he joined the Boy-Rabe group.  22 

And at that time Ngaïssona came in.  He held a meeting with the Boeing group at 23 

the Kpangaba school, Kpangaba school.  Shortly thereafter, he organised another 24 

meeting in Boy-Rabe at his own home and that is when Ngremangou's men joined 25 
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him in the coordination.   1 

So that's my summary of how things unfolded. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:48:33] Thank you. 3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:48:38] And just for the record, in paragraph 67 of the statement, 4 

I think the witness explains who is in the first meeting.  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:48:53] You have already read that --  6 

MS STRUYVEN:  And they set up the structure.   7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:48:51] You have already read that out to the 8 

witness.  So we have it now for the third time.  9 

You have asked the question, the witness, where you referred to, paragraph 67, and 10 

mentioned all the names in it.  So -- and the witness has already said that 67, like any 11 

other paragraph of his former statement, is part of his live testimony today.  So we 12 

don't have to refer to that anymore.   13 

So do you have any other questions? 14 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:49:33] Yes, I do. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:41] Let's have a break until 11.30 and please 16 

think if you can perhaps streamline your questioning a bit. 17 

(Recess taken at 10.49 a.m.)  18 

(Upon resuming in private session at 11.30 a.m.)  19 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:30:35] All rise. 20 

Please be seated. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:00] Ms Struyven, you have the floor. 22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:31:10] Thank you, Mr President. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:12] And we are in private session.  Should 24 

we stay there or go to open session?25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-243-Red2-ENG CT WT 28-08-2023 26/62 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0974  
 

28.08.2023          Page 27 
 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:31:22] It's difficult to say.  I would like to show a document to 1 

the witness, but I'm not sure if his response could -- we can give it a try, I think, 2 

maybe. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:31] Yes, then let's go to open session. 4 

(Open session at 11.31 a.m.) 5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:31:39] We are in open session, Mr President. 6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:31:54](Interpretation). 7 

Q.   [11:31:55] Good morning again, Mr Witness.  8 

I'd like to show you a document from the same period, and I want to start off by 9 

asking you whether you recognise the document or whether it rings a bell.  That will 10 

be the document at tab 27, CAR-OTP-2124-0512.  I would like you to briefly look at 11 

the document as it is displayed on the screen, and I will ask you simply whether you 12 

recognise the document.  Please kindly zoom in -- kindly zoom in on the document 13 

displayed. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:33:24] Does this document ring a bell, 15 

Mr Witness? 16 

THE WITNESS:  [11:33:29](Interpretation) No, I don't recognise this document at all. 17 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:33:47](Interpretation)  18 

Q.   [11:33:51] Am I to understand, then, that you did not hear mention of a meeting 19 

between Ngremangou and Wenezoui on 9 January 2014? 20 

A.   [11:34:03] January 2014?  Well, what meeting does that date correspond to, 21 

please? 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:17] No, it's -- the witness does obviously not 23 

know about the meeting, does not -- this document does not ring a bell. 24 

Do you know what this organisation CLPC is?  Does that ring a bell, Mr Witness? 25 
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THE WITNESS:  [11:34:35](Interpretation) No, no.  I do not recognise it. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:34:49] I think you can move on.  We don't want 2 

to spend more time on this document then. 3 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:34:56](Interpretation)  4 

Q.   [11:34:58] Very well.  I will move on to another document at tab 21.  The 5 

document is CAR-OTP-2087-9027.  6 

This is a list of names relating to a meeting you attended.  I will not be more specific 7 

since we are in open session.  8 

A.   [11:36:11] I remember that meeting because my name appears on that list, but I 9 

don't remember the date on which the meeting took place. 10 

Q.   [11:36:25] No problem.  But can you confirm that it is indeed referring to the 11 

meeting we talked about at the very beginning of your testimony? 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:41] The witness said he has not -- he does not 13 

recall the date, so the question perhaps better --   14 

(Overlapping speakers) 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:57] Mr Witness, I apologise to interrupt you, 16 

but there was an issue with how the -- how the question was asked. 17 

So you said that you do not recall the exact date of this meeting.  Do you recall the 18 

circumstances that you could, let's say, distinguish this meeting from others that you 19 

participated in? 20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:37:26] Excuse me, it's public.  We are in public session right 21 

now, so that's the reason why I didn't want to give --   22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:37:31] Yeah.  Perhaps it's better than -- indeed, 23 

for the benefit -- you are right, for the benefit of the witness we go to private session.  24 

And we will not be long, for the audience, I assume.25 
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(Private session at 11.37 a.m.) 1 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:37:52] We are in private session, Mr President. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:37:55] Thank you. 3 

Now, Mr Witness, we are in private session.  So do you recall the circumstances of 4 

this meeting, (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:38:59] So is this the meeting, to make it clear, 11 

because it was translated a little bit differently -- this was the meeting where also  12 

(Redacted)  Is that a correct understanding? 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:39:55] Thank you very much, 18 

Mr Witness, for the clarification.  So it is not the meeting we spoke about, obviously, 19 

before the break. 20 

Yes, Mr Struyven, please continue. 21 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:40:10] I think there may be a translation issue.  I said the very 22 

first meeting we discussed during the beginning of his testimony, the very 23 

beginning --  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:14] Yeah, yeah, that might very well might be, 25 
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but it's clarified now.  Yeah, it's not a problem, Ms Struyven. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:40:25](Interpretation)  2 

Q. [11:40:27] Did you have the opportunity to attend any other meetings (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

A.   [11:40:39] (Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)   7 

I really don't know. 8 

Q.   [11:41:21] I will put a few questions to you on this point. 9 

Do you remember who was present (Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

A.   [11:41:38] If I remember correctly, (Redacted) was in attendance and he was  12 

(Redacted) was also present, and there  13 

were other persons as well, but I don't -- I no longer remember their names. 14 

However, I know that I attended that meeting, (Redacted) was also there.   15 

(Redacted) as he was known, was also in attendance.   16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:42:21] Perhaps we can give it a try to figure it  17 

out which of the two, Mr Witness.  (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

THE WITNESS:  [11:42:48](Interpretation) Well, I know that the southern  21 

coordination, (Redacted)   22 

That's what I know. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:43:15] Just perhaps to give it a last try and then I 24 

think we can move on then:  There is also -- (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  Does that ring a bell? 1 

THE WITNESS:  [11:43:30](Interpretation) (Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:44:03] Thank you very much.   5 

I think we don't get more out of this.  Or we can draw some interferences -- some 6 

conclusions from that. 7 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:44:18] Okay.  Then I ...  8 

Q.   [11:44:27](Interpretation) I think we are in private session.  I have one more 9 

issue to discuss with you about your telephone number and we're in private session.  10 

Can you give us your telephone number? 11 

A.   [11:44:50] My telephone number during the events --  12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:45:05] Comment from the Sango booth:  They did not 13 

hear the first part of the witness's answer.  But it must have been:  "Are you asking 14 

for my current phone number?" 15 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:45:19](Interpretation)  16 

Q.   [11:45:19] I was going to make that distinction, but if it is not the same phone 17 

number what was the phone number you were using in 2012 and -- between 2012 and 18 

2015 or thereabouts? 19 

A.   [11:45:33] I no longer use that number.  (Redacted)  I currently  20 

(Redacted) and have lost that  21 

number. 22 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:45:51] Mr President, I can suggest him the number or I can 23 

show him a document. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:45:54] Well, you can -- I think he said he has lost 25 
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it, he had a different number.  You can suggest it. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:46:01](Interpretation)  2 

Q.   [11:46:02] Mr Witness, would the number be (Redacted)? 3 

A.   [11:46:16] Yes, yes, that's my number. 4 

Q.   [11:46:23] At the time - that is between 2012 and 2015 - did you use or did you 5 

have any other phone numbers? 6 

A.   [11:46:36] I no longer remember the details, but this is the number I used to use 7 

at that time, the number beginning with (Redacted) and ending in (Redacted). 8 

Q. [11:47:00] One last question: I have two further numbers, one ending in (Redacted)  9 

and another in (Redacted) I don't want you to mention your current phone number for  10 

safety and security reasons, but did you use any of these two numbers before 2015?   11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:47:48] Message from the Sango booth:  They did not get 12 

the first part of the witness's answer. 13 

MS STRUYVEN:  [11:47:59](Interpretation)   14 

Q.   [11:48:00] We did not quite understand your answer.  Now, the number ending  15 

in (Redacted) did you use that number before 2015? 16 

A.   [11:48:11] In 2015, yes, I used that number before 2015.  I used it for a long time.   17 

(Redacted) I continued to  18 

use that number. 19 

Q.   [11:48:33] Let me read out the full number for the record.  Would it be  20 

(Redacted) 21 

A.   [11:48:44] Yes, that's the number, yes. 22 

Q.   [11:48:52] Did you use any other numbers - once again, at that time, not 23 

today - I'm referring to the time we are looking at, not today? 24 

A.   [11:49:03] No.25 
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Q.   [11:49:07] Okay.  Thank you very much.  I have no further questions for you. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:49:11] Thank you, Ms Struyven.  2 

We go to open session. 3 

(Open session at 11.49 a.m.) 4 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:49:27] We are back in open session, Mr President. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:49:32] Thank you very much.  Ms Dimitri, am I 6 

right in assuming that you start?  And since there is activity, you want to start 7 

immediately?  8 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:49:44] Indeed, I'm starting, and I'm going before Mr Knoops.   9 

I would like at some point further discussions with my client, because you probably 10 

guessed that a lot of what was addressed was already anticipated by myself, so I want 11 

to streamline, but I can -- I can certainly start now and then --  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:09] Well, it -- you know that we -- because we 13 

have, let me put it this way, the Chamber and I personally, we have made good 14 

experiences with giving you and the participants the time, also Mr Knoops, and you 15 

yourself, I would simply say if you -- what is best for your preparation when you say 16 

you might be able to streamline it?  If you want to start now, it's fine, and at any time 17 

you think it would be good to have a conversation with your client to perhaps shorten 18 

the questioning, fine.   19 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:50:46] If I could just have a moment with Ms Hortas-Laberge.  20 

Thank you. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:49] Of course, yeah.  Please.  Please.  Take 22 

your time.   23 

(Counsel confer)  24 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:51:14] If it's okay with your Honours, we could take the lunch 25 
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break now and resume much earlier.  My goal, if I can, but I really don't want to 1 

make promises, but I would -- I would like to try and finish today, if possible, but I 2 

might spill over tomorrow morning's first session. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:51:34] So let's -- let's have a break until 1.  Is 4 

that okay?  And then, if need be, we have perhaps a two-hour session, but not more 5 

in the afternoon.  Okay.   6 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:51:44] Thank you. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:51:44] Lunch break now. 8 

THE COURT USHER:  All rise. 9 

(Recess taken at 11.51 a.m.)  10 

(Upon resuming in open session at 1.01 p.m.) 11 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:01:54] All rise.  12 

Please be seated.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:16] Good afternoon. 14 

Ms Dimitri, you have the floor.   15 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:02:21] Thank you, Mr President.   16 

Just for your Honours to have a bit of a road map, I'm going to start and I'll probably 17 

do 90 per cent of what I intend to do.  I'm going to leave one subject for tomorrow 18 

morning. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:34] Okay. 20 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:02:35] Because a number was mentioned by my learned friend and 21 

we were not on notice, neither in the binder, nor in the summary, nor in the disclosed 22 

evidence of this number, so I have now asked someone to do some telecom analysis 23 

and I might come back with a specific subject tomorrow morning. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:54] Fine, fine. 25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [13:02:56] Thank you. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:57] Please proceed. 2 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:02:58] 3 

QUESTIONED BY MS DIMITRI:  (Interpretation) 4 

Q.   [13:03:09] Good morning, Witness.  5 

A.   [13:03:15] Good afternoon. 6 

Q.   [13:03:15] I would like to introduce myself because we didn't have the 7 

opportunity to meet.  And I'm Mylène Dimitri, one of the lawyers of the Defence of 8 

Mr Alfred Rombhot Yekatom.  9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:03:37] There was an interjection by the interpreter. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:03:41] You just introduced yourself and you 11 

wanted perhaps to say, which is not on the record, that you would want to put some 12 

questions to the witness. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:03:53] Yes.  Thank you, Mr President.  I heard something in 14 

Sango and it wasn't interpreted.  But it's -- it's fine.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:03:59] It was not so relevant, I think, yeah. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:04:03] No. 17 

Q.   [13:04:05](Interpretation) So, Witness, if I rightly understand from your 18 

statement, you understand French well, so as you are testifying in Sango, 19 

I -- nevertheless I'm going to ask you to wait for three seconds between the end of my 20 

question and the start of your answer to avoid overlapping, because there is a Sango 21 

booth and there is a French booth and an English booth.  And so I would ask you to 22 

really count three seconds so -- at the end of my questions for the start of your 23 

intervention.  Is that okay? 24 

A.   [13:04:53] That's fine.  25 
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Q.   [13:04:57] I'm going to explain to you the objective of my questions for today.  1 

So your statement has been tendered into evidence and you also added certain details 2 

this morning following the questions put by my colleague.  Now my aim today is to 3 

go back over certain points by putting certain details to you which perhaps might 4 

have -- you might have forgotten.  That's not a reproach, but it's just to see whether 5 

you would confirm what I put to you, or otherwise you say, "No, I do not remember 6 

that."  Are you able to follow me up until now? 7 

A.   [13:05:52] I follow you.  8 

Q.   [13:06:00] I'm also going to try to put certain dates or to put certain individuals 9 

present at certain meetings based on people who testified before you.  And the 10 

objective, well, it's not for you to try to guess.  If you don't know, if you don't 11 

remember, there is no problem, then that's fine.  But if on the other hand it does 12 

refresh your member, then you can say, "Yes, I agree with that suggestion."  Is that 13 

okay? 14 

A.   [13:06:43] Yes, that's fine with me.  15 

Q.   [13:06:53] First of all, I'm going to go back to paragraph 44 and 45 of your 16 

statement.   17 

Now, you stated to the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor it was too risky to 18 

go out as FACA, and in paragraph 45 you say that the former FACA were scared.  19 

And the first time you met the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor you spoke 20 

about persecution, that the FACA were persecuted by the Seleka regime.  Could you 21 

explain more what you mean by that? 22 

A.   [13:08:04] Thank you.  At the time the Seleka were there when they had power, 23 

they had obscure practices.  In particular, they didn't want to hear the FACA.  And 24 

by way of proof, the FACA were dissolved with a new appellation, the republican 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-243-Red2-ENG CT WT 28-08-2023 36/62 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0974  
 

28.08.2023          Page 37 
 

army.  So the FACA were no longer known.  They -- anyone in the FACA 1 

uniform -- well, if you were in FACA uniform, that was a risk to you.  There were a 2 

lot of examples of FACA who were killed.  I think I said that to the investigators.  3 

For example, a soldier who was killed in lycée Boganda, he was killed and his body 4 

was left exposed.  And those are examples of persecution that was carried out by 5 

them at the time, persecution of the FACA.  And his -- he was killed and his body 6 

was left near the lycée Boganda. 7 

Q.   [13:09:50] Now, when you say that it was dissolved, from that do I understand 8 

that Djotodia had dissolved the army, the FACA, the Central African armed forces, he 9 

had decided to create the ARC, Central African army? 10 

A.   [13:10:17] Indeed.  11 

Q.   [13:10:27] Now, in paragraph 46 of your statement, you state that the Seleka 12 

considered all Christians to be Anti-Balaka and victimised them.  To the best of your 13 

knowledge, if you remember, if there's something that you saw or heard, to the best 14 

of your knowledge, were certain journalists or civilian Muslims, were they also 15 

classified as -- or were they also seen as Anti-Balaka?  Did people confuse them with 16 

Anti-Balaka? 17 

A.   [13:11:25] As you've just said, I really don't know what confusion there was 18 

between the journalists and the civilians.  What I do know what is true is that the 19 

Seleka in the provinces, they would get all the villagers together and they considered 20 

them all as Anti-Balaka.  These are facts.  These are things that I know.  But when 21 

it comes to giving a comment on what was said in the press, that's something I can't 22 

really go into.  We were afraid at that time.  We were living in hiding almost.  23 

Q.   [13:12:26] Thank you for limiting your remarks to what you know. 24 

Now, in paragraph 20 of your statement, you speak about -- what you say is that 25 
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Muslims -- or local Muslims also joined the Seleka and were given weapons. 1 

Now, my question is very precise:  Do I understand from your remarks that 2 

civilians -- Muslim civilians decided to join the Seleka and received weapons from the 3 

Seleka? 4 

A.   [13:13:32] Yes.  That was what happened.  I would take the example of when 5 

the Seleka entered into the town.  I was in Bouar and the first time they occupied the 6 

area, it was Muslims, like those who were livings in the Muslim neighbourhoods of 7 

Bouar, Mamadou-Sara, and another neighbourhood as well where Muslims were 8 

predominant.   9 

Now, there were a lot of them who went up to the Seleka, they had sympathetic 10 

relations with them, and the next day we saw all these Muslims armed.  They were 11 

armed, they had become soldiers.  That is a true fact. 12 

Q.   [13:14:30] Now, in paragraph 55 of your statement, I'll quote you, you say that:  13 

"Almost all Muslims had weapons.  If [they] hadn't collaborated with the Seleka, we 14 

would never have had problems."  15 

But given -- well, to try and get some precision here, could you tell me -- or could you 16 

give me examples of collaboration by the Muslims with the Seleka.  In what way did 17 

they collaborate with the Seleka to harm non-Muslim civilians?  Or in what way did 18 

they collaborate to harm the FACA or former FACA? 19 

A.   [13:15:33] Thank you.  I always give an example.  When I was in Bouar, at the 20 

time {ICR: (Redacted)}. 21 

MS DIMITRI:  (No interpretation) 22 

(Speaks English) Can we go --  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:16:01] I think we can -- yes, perhaps it's better to 24 

go to private session, yeah.25 
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THE WITNESS:  [13:16:26](Interpretation) I don't hear you very well. 1 

(Private session at 1.16 p.m.) 2 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:16:29] We are in private session, Mr President. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:16:31] We are in private session. 4 

Mr Witness, we are in private session now.  Because you were talking about your 5 

profession and what you did at the time, we thought it would be better if we discuss 6 

this in private session.  So you can answer then. 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:16:47](Interpretation)  8 

Q.   [13:16:49] Witness, if I could add something. 9 

A.   [13:16:53] Thank you. 10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:16:54] Overlapping speakers. 11 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:16:57](Interpretation) 12 

Q.   [13:16:57] As soon as we noticed, we went into private session.  There is a way 13 

in which we can cut what you said so the public will not hear it or see it, I can 14 

reassure you of that, and then you can take up your answer.  15 

A.   [13:17:15] Thank you.   16 

What I said was at that time (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  And when the Seleka entered,  18 

we fled.  (Redacted) the other soldiers also had to flee.  The  19 

collaboration that took place between the Muslims and the Seleka was seen in several  20 

different acts.  For example, in most cases they were at the mosque, we didn't go to  21 

the mosque.  And they carried out a lot of acts such as persecution of soldiers.  By  22 

way of example (Redacted)  I had to spend a lot  23 

of time in the bush.  And when I left from my place of refuge, I went to live with a  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)   2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

Now, when I heard all of that, I therefore fled.  First of all, I took my possessions to a  22 

neighbour and then I left.  I didn't spend the night in that house on that night.  I  23 

took refuge somewhere (Redacted) what was going to happen.  And  24 

then around 11 p.m. they arrived at my house, they broke open the door and they  25 
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were searching everywhere in the house, but they weren't able to find me.  They  1 

pillaged the house and they took a lot of items before withdrawing. 2 

So my neighbours at the time thought that I had already been arrested.  You know, it 3 

was late at night, nobody could go out, but the neighbours also thought that I had  4 

already been arrested.  And the next day, (Redacted) who had fled to take refuge in  5 

the town, they started to look for my body because they thought that I had already 6 

been killed and they were walking around everywhere looking for my body.   7 

And around 7 o'clock in the morning, I arrived discreetly in order to see what was 8 

happening and what had happened in my house.  And then I saw that the door had 9 

been broken down and I met one of the neighbours and the neighbour told me,  10 

"(Redacted) where were you?  Your (Redacted) are trying to find you.  We saw  11 

that the soldiers had come to search for you.  And we let them know" -- and I  12 

answered them that I hadn't spent the night in the house and that I was somewhere  13 

else.   14 

First of all, I had my phone, (Redacted) hadn't been able to call me, they  15 

thought that I had already been arrested.  And afterwards I took my telephone and I  16 

called a (Redacted) and he saw my number and he recognised it immediately and he  17 

answered, (Redacted) what's wrong?"  And I said to come back, that I hadn't  18 

been arrested by these bandits because I wasn't in the house.  And it was after that  19 

that (Redacted) returned. And on the same day, I left the town (Redacted) in order to  20 

(Redacted) and take refuge (Redacted) 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:25:15] Thank you very much, Mr Witness, for 22 

these details. 23 

Please continue, Ms Dimitri. 24 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:25:21] Thank you, Mr President.  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:25:28] Perhaps, perhaps I have a follow-up 1 

question for the witness. 2 

Mr Witness, you described how your home was pillaged.  Did you -- were you able 3 

to get anything back of the pillaged items? 4 

THE WITNESS:  [13:25:54](Interpretation) Thank you.  I will give you an  5 

explanation in this regard.  Firstly, I was living (Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:29:47] Thank you, Mr Witness. 4 

This was not exactly the answer, but it was quite interesting how the weaponry was, 5 

let's say, taken over, if I may word it this way.   6 

And in the French transcript it says, (Interpretation) "Several instances afterwards 7 

they changed their behaviour."  So we have understood that, that initially there was 8 

some sort of pretext to -- to say there would be collaboration, but immediately 9 

afterwards the comportment, the behaviour changed. 10 

Ms Dimitri, please continue. 11 

Thank you, Mr Witness.  12 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:30:35] Thank you, Mr President.  13 

Q.   [13:30:38] (Interpretation) Witness, just a clarification.  Am I correct in  14 

saying -- and we're still in private session.  Am I correct (Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

Q.   [13:31:16] And do you remember the year? 19 

A.   [13:31:27] (No interpretation)  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:31:38] We didn't get an interpretation.  21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:31:55] Could the Sango booth please repeat.  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:32:12] Did the Sango booth get the answer?  23 

Because then we would have to repeat it otherwise if they didn't get it.  24 

Well, some sort of information would be nice. 25 
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THE WITNESS:  [13:32:32](Interpretation) (Redacted) 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:32:35] But the last question was when -- in 2 

which year the witness -- it's too complicated. 3 

Mr Witness, you see there's some issue with the interpretation.  My apologies for 4 

that.  Obviously not your fault.  The question was, if you recall, when -- in which 5 

(Redacted)  Can you please repeat it.  That would be  6 

kind.  7 

THE WITNESS:  [13:33:08](Interpretation) (Redacted) 8 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:33:20] Thank you, Mr President.  And for my next series of 9 

questions we could go back to public session. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:33:33] Open session. 11 

(Open session at 1.33 p.m.) 12 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:33:44] We're back in open session, Mr President.  13 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:33:48] Thank you. 14 

Q.   [13:33:49] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, I'm now going to completely change the 15 

subject.  I'm going to ask you questions which you can answer with a yes or no.  I 16 

just want a clarification.  As I already said, your statement is already part of our 17 

evidence. 18 

A geographical question for you because I see you mentioned that Kalangoi -- the 19 

location of Kalangoi.  Do you agree with me that this is central -- it's not the 20 

Democratic Republic of Congo, it's in CAR; is that correct? 21 

A.   [13:34:37] Yes, that's correct.  Kalangoi is 35 kilometres on the road to Mbaiki, 22 

about 7 kilometres into the bush.  23 

Q.   [13:34:53] Thank you.  Now --  24 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:35:04] Mr President, I'm in your hands.  I want to now discuss the25 
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series of meetings.  I understand that my learned friend, colleague, did the entire 1 

meetings in private session.  Several individuals participated -- I'm in your hands, 2 

and my learned friend can specify if she prefers public or private.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:35:31] I think we should -- I think we should 4 

discuss that in private session to have also a consistent line with -- with what we did 5 

during your examination. 6 

MS STRUYVEN:  [13:35:40] Unless the meetings are big enough with enough 7 

participants, then they can be in public session, but --  8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:35:46] We know -- 9 

MS STRUYVEN:  [13:35:47] -- often they're smaller -- 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:35:48] We know what we are talking about.  11 

We are talking about, let's say, two or three distinct meetings.  And, yeah, 12 

unfortunately for the audience, but you have already recognised, this is a protected 13 

witness and whenever things are discussed that could identify him, we have to 14 

do -- and discuss it, of course, in private session. 15 

We go to private session. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:36:09] Mr President, before we go, I don't know if you want to -- I 17 

can already indicate that this will probably cover at least the next 45 minutes. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:36:17] Thank you very much for that 19 

information.  20 

(Private session at 1.36 p.m.) 21 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:36:34] We are in private session, Mr President.  22 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:36:46] (Interpretation)  23 

Q.   [13:36:49] Mr Witness, you spoke at length in your statement, which is now part 24 

of your evidence, you also talked about it with the OTP.  I'm going to go back to the 25 
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meetings, the meetings (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  My aim is to try and  3 

jog your memory about some details.  What -- I'm going to suggest some things to  4 

you, and it's up to you to say whether I'm right, whether you agree with me or not,  5 

whether you remember or not. 6 

So, firstly, we're going to start with the meeting which you mentioned in paragraph 7 

67 and onwards.  Do you follow me so far? 8 

A.   [13:38:02] Yes, I understand. 9 

Q.   [13:38:05] If I understood your statement correctly, in paragraph 66 of your  10 

statement you say that (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  Is that the way  19 

that events unfolded?  Could you answer that first, please.  20 

A.   [13:40:03] Thank you.  As you have said, (Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)   24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

A.   [13:47:05] In reality, the coordinator of the Anti-Balaka group was Kokate.  16 

I don't know if you know him.  I think it was Joachim Kokate.  And the deputy of 17 

Kokate was Leopold Bara, who was the spokesperson, the political spokesperson.  18 

He was the one who had contacts through the national and international press.  But 19 

as regards the head coordinator who was recognised by everyone, was Kokate.  20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

Q.   [13:49:06] You said -- I'm going to repeat my question, don't worry about that.  4 

You said that Kokate arrived during the conference in N'Djamena.  And after that, he 5 

returned or came to Bangui.  When you -- when you talk about the N'Djamena 6 

conference, you're talking about the conference of 10 January 2014, where 7 

President Djotodia resigned as president of the Central African Republic? 8 

A.   [13:49:43] Yes.  I think it was at that time, so it was -- it was his first meeting in 9 

Africa where he met the president and other political leaders in Chad.  And after the 10 

resignation of Djotodia, he came back to Bangui.  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)   6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

A.   [13:58:48] I follow you. 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)   13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) 17 

A.   [13:59:48] That's correct.  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

A.   [14:00:20] Yes.  You are right.  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

A.   [14:01:08] I don't know anything about that.  I've got no -- any -- I don't have 3 

any information about him. 4 

Q.   [14:01:21] No problem, Witness.  As I told you, just -- don't worry.  If you 5 

don't know, just tell me.  6 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:01:40] Mr President, if I could have a moment, please. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:01:43] Sure.  8 

(Counsel confers)  9 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:02:18] (Interpretation)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)   19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)   21 

(Redacted) 22 

A.   [14:03:55] Well, I don't remember the details, as I said in my statement.  What I 23 

do know is that our first demands were about the resignation of Mr Djotodia.  We 24 

also spoke about the return of the Seleka mercenaries who were in our country, that 25 
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they should go home.  I only remember three or four demands.  I don't remember 1 

the rest.  2 

Q.   [14:04:50] I understand.  I'm not going to ask you to remember the 12 different  3 

demands, but would you agree that (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

A.   [14:05:18] That's what we were demanding.  6 

Q.   [14:05:29] I'm sorry, your answer isn't clear.  It's probably my question which 7 

isn't clear.  (Redacted)  8 

is that correct? 9 

A.   [14:05:49] That's correct.  10 

Q.   [14:06:01] Now, in paragraph 69, (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)   12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)   16 

If you remember.  17 

(Redacted)   18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)   20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)   23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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Q.   [14:08:29] Do you remember (Redacted) 1 

A.   [14:08:36] (Redacted)  2 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:09:17] Again, Mr President, if I could have a moment, please.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:09:21] Yes.  4 

(Counsel confers)  5 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:10:22] (Interpretation)  6 

Q.   [14:10:23] Now, in paragraph 72 of your statement you say that the (Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

A.   [14:11:23] So in that regard, (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

Q.   [14:11:45] Now, in paragraph 80 - once again, this is a clarification - you state  15 

that (Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [14:12:14] I haven't understood your question. 19 

Q.   [14:12:18] I'm going to repeat it.  Now, in paragraph 80 of your statement, you  20 

say, when you speak about (Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

A.   [14:13:00] Well, I don't know.  If I remember well, it was when people came to 25 
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interview us.  What can I say?  Yes.  (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)   3 

I think that's what I wanted to say to you. 4 

Q.   [14:14:01] I'd now like to speak about another meeting.  You speak about  5 

that -- in paragraph 81 of your statement, (Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  In paragraph 80  7 

of your witness statement.  (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  And I'm  9 

going to try once again to refresh your memory on the basis of the evidence in the  10 

case file.   11 

Would I be right to say that when you speak about (Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  Would I be right that that is what you are referring to? 16 

A.   [14:15:30] I think (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)   18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

Q.   [14:16:20] Very well.  Just a few clarifications here.  (Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

A.   [14:17:02] Yes, that's correct.  Yes. 2 

Q.   [14:17:14] So a second clarification.  Would I be right to say that (Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) is that correct? 6 

A.   [14:17:44] Yes, that's correct.  7 

*Q.   [14:17:51] And would I be right to say that (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)   11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

Q.   [14:18:29] And if you know and if you remember, would I be right to say that  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

A.   [14:19:09] Yes.  That's correct.  17 

Q.   [14:20:03] Would I be right to say, if you remember, and I know that it was a 18 

long time ago, in the speech that was held by Leopold Narcisse Bara, he was 19 

demanding national consensus for the appointment of the head of state, and that was 20 

his way of saying "We want to have elections which take into account the will of the 21 

people."  Do you remember that? 22 

A.   [14:20:36] I don't remember everything that he said, but (Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

Q.   [14:20:56] Once again, to be very clear, when you say (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

A.   [14:21:18] (Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted) it was the demand of the entire people, because our movement want  5 

Djotodia's resignation and that the mercenaries who had invaded the country to go  6 

home and to leave the country in peace.  7 

Q.   [14:22:09] And if my time frame is correct, (Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) We'll go into the details of it later, but is my time 11 

frame correct? 12 

A.   [14:22:51] Yes, that's correct.  (Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

Q.   [14:23:29] Thank you for the efforts that you're making to refresh your memory.  18 

Once again I'm going to ask you to make an additional effort and I'm going to try and 19 

put a date.  Would I be right to say (Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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Q.   [14:24:49] Thank you for this clarification.  So I'm going to present a document 1 

which you saw this morning with my colleague at tab 6 of the Defence binder, and 2 

I'm going to ask the court officer to be careful not to show the signature which is in 3 

the corner at the bottom on the right-hand side.  4 

So I'm going to show the document CAR-OTP-(Redacted). 5 

So the document is on the screen, (Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

Q.   [14:27:58] Now, you refer in paragraph 72 to your statement -- in your statement  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-243-Red2-ENG CT WT 28-08-2023 58/62 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0974  
 

28.08.2023          Page 59 
 

(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:30:25] Mr President, if I could just consult my client for a moment 9 

because I'm looking for a name. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:30:31] Yes.  Take your time.  11 

(Counsel confers)  12 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:31:07] (Interpretation)  13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted) 24 

A.   [14:32:47] No, I don't think I've understood your question.  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:59] Yes. 1 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:33:00] Excuse me, Mr President.  (Redacted)  2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted)  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:33:15] Mr Witness, you have heard what 5 

the -- what Madam Prosecutor said.  (Redacted)  6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)  11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:34:20] That was a bit different (Overlapping 12 

speakers). 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:34:24] But I have the reference, Mr President, of this morning --  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:34:27] Okay.  Yeah, please. 15 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:34:28] -- where I'm going to quote in French because I have the 16 

French reference. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:34:32] Yeah, fine. 18 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:34:34] 9:55 this morning.   19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)   2 

(Redacted)  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted)   7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted)  9 

(Redacted)  10 

Q.   [14:36:52] I'm going to show you a video.  (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted)  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

(Redacted)  16 

(Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted)  20 

(Redacted)  21 

(Redacted) 22 

Q.   [14:38:30] I'll let you see the video and then I'm going to put some questions to 23 

you. 24 

So it is item 12, CAR-OTP-(Redacted)  We're going to watch from 0 minutes to 25 
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59 minutes.   1 

The transcript for the interpreters is tab 13, line 10 -- 1 to 10 inclusive, 2 

CAR-OTP-(Redacted) 3 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:39:25] I notice that there's now only one person in each cabin, and 4 

I just looked at the time.  Do we need a five-minute break because we went over an 5 

hour and a half?  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:38] Well, we continue now.  Perhaps we 7 

can -- after we're done with the video and your questions, perhaps we simply 8 

conclude for today and then start then tomorrow at 9.30.  Perhaps we do it this way 9 

so it will probably last only 5 to 10 minutes.  Or ...? 10 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:40:02] If I can make a suggestion, because it's a series of videos 11 

that go together and it's my last subject, so if you want, we could break now and I 12 

finish tomorrow morning in less than half an hour, I believe. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:40:15] Yeah, we do it this way. 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:40:17] Rather than cutting the videos in two parts.   15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:40:18] Yes. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:40:19] I'm in your hands. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:40:23] No, no, no; that makes sense.   18 

And I don't know how long Mr Knoops will take, and I don't want to insist, but I 19 

assume that at least some of the information visited by your colleague might also be 20 

of interest for you.  Just mentioning. 21 

So we finish for today then.  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  Tomorrow we 22 

will continue at 9.30. 23 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:40:46] All rise.  24 

(The hearing ends in private session at 2.40 p.m.) 25 
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