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Friday, 21 October 2022 8 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.) 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:32:23] All rise.  10 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.  11 

Please be seated.  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:47] Good morning, everyone. 13 

Court officer, please call the case.  14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:32:51] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 15 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 16 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.  17 

And for the record, we are in open session.  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:06] I ask, like always, for the appearances of 19 

parties.  We start with Mr Vanderpuye for the Prosecution. 20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:33:12] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your 21 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Good morning, Mr Witness.   22 

Today the Prosecution is represented by Irina Galupa, Yassin Mostfa and myself, 23 

Kweku Vanderpuye.  Good morning again. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:27] Thank you.  I turn to the 25 
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Defence -- Ms Rabesandratana. 1 

MS RABESANDRATANA:  [9:33:31](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honours.  2 

Good morning, everybody.  The legal representative of other crimes are represented 3 

by Enrique Carnero, Madam Mouhia Asso and myself, Madam Rabesandratana. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:48] Thank you. 5 

Mr Suprun. 6 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:33:50] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  The former 7 

child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of 8 

Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:58] Thank you. 10 

We turn to the Defence of Mr Yekatom, and we are glad to see Ms Guissé and 11 

Ms Dimitri in the courtroom. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:34:06] Thank you, Mr President.  Good morning, your Honours.  13 

Good morning, everyone.  Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom.  He's 14 

represented today by Ms Laurence Hortas-Laberge, Ms Léa-Marie Gagnon, 15 

Mr Victor-Louis Lapointe Saint-Pierre, Ms Anta Guissé, and myself, Mylène Dimitri. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:27] Thank you.   17 

And, Mr Knoops, it's your turn.   18 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:34:27]Thank you very much.  Mr President, your Honours, 19 

everyone in the courtroom, good morning.  The Defence team of Mr Ngaïssona 20 

appears today before the Chamber with Ms Despoina Eleftheriou, Mr Michael Rowse, 21 

Mr Simon Décot, and Mr Landry is following the hearing remotely.  We thank the 22 

Chamber for allowing that Mr Landry for this witness can follow the hearing.  Thank 23 

you very much. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:55] We have a reason that this is a -- a special 25 
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circumstance, so it makes sense. 1 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:35:00] Thank you, Mr President.  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:02] Thank you, Mr Knoops. 3 

And of course, most importantly, we have a witness here.  It's Prosecution Witness 4 

P-0954. 5 

Mr Witness, do you hear and understand me well? 6 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 7 

(The witness speaks French) 8 

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 9 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:22](Interpretation) I can understand you very well. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:24] And I can say that we understand and hear 11 

you also very well. 12 

Mr Witness, good morning.  On behalf of the Chamber I would like to welcome you 13 

to the courtroom.  You are called to testify to assist this Chamber in the case of the 14 

Prosecutor against Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona.   15 

And we also note the presence of Counsel Bagaza-Dini, who has been assigned as 16 

counsel to the witness pursuant to an order issued by the Chamber on 9 May 2022.  17 

Good morning.   18 

Mr Witness, you might have been informed about that before, but it's also good, I 19 

think, when you hear this from the presiding judge, to protect your identity there 20 

have been put in place protective measures.  First of all, this is the reason why I 21 

address you as "Mr Witness" and not with your real name.  Secondly, we have face 22 

distortion.  That means nobody can see you outside the courtroom.  And we have 23 

voice distortion so that nobody outside the courtroom can identify you by your voice. 24 

Mr Witness, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell 25 
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the truth.  Please be so kind and read out this card aloud.  1 

THE WITNESS:  [9:36:52](Interpretation) Solemn undertaking:  I solemnly 2 

undertake that I shall speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:00] Thank you.   4 

Mr Witness, you are now under oath.  I want to reiterate to you that as you have just 5 

sworn you have to speak the truth, that it's perfectly clear to you that this is what the 6 

solemn undertaking means. 7 

Before we start with your testimony, I have two or three practical matters to address 8 

with you.  Everything we say here in the courtroom is written down and interpreted.  9 

And to allow for the interpreters, we all have to speak at a relatively slow pace and 10 

speak -- please only start speaking when the person who has asked you something 11 

has finished.  Even if you understand it, for example, in French, and perhaps wait 12 

two or three seconds with your answers.  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  For 13 

the moment that is what I have to say at this time and I give the floor now to the 14 

Prosecution. 15 

Mr Vanderpuye.  16 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:37:55] Thank you, Mr President.  Good morning to you, 17 

your Honours, again. 18 

QUESTIONED BY MR VANDERPUYE: 19 

Q.   [9:38:03] Good morning to you, Mr Witness.  We met last Friday, but let me 20 

introduce myself once again.  My name is Kweku Vanderpuye.  I'm going to ask 21 

you some questions on behalf of the Prosecution during the course of your testimony 22 

today.  And I want to thank you for making yourself available, I know we've had 23 

some difficulty scheduling you for quite some time. 24 

As I think is clear, your identity is not public, but we may cover some certain areas 25 
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during the course of your examination which might tend to reveal your identity, but 1 

don't be worried about that.  To the extent that that might occur, we have 2 

mechanisms in the Court to ensure that no public transmission of your identity is 3 

made.  As well, I will try to organise my questions in a way that we can avoid the 4 

possibility of that. 5 

It's important, I think, to keep in mind that we are going through interpreters, so it's 6 

important that we pause between the questions that I may put to you and the answers 7 

you give so that everything can be properly transcribed for the record in the case.  8 

It's my hope that we can cover as much of your testimony in public possible, but as I 9 

said, if there are areas which concern you or which might tend to reveal your identity, 10 

we can find a different way to manage those.  Is everything clear so far? 11 

A.   [9:39:55] It's clear.  12 

Q.   [9:39:58] All right.  What I'd like to do then is to start out by asking you some 13 

questions about your background and about your statement.   14 

So if we could please, Mr President, go into private session.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:40:14] Yeah, we go into private session but 16 

relatively shortly, I assume.  Well, I hope. 17 

We go to private session. 18 

(Private session at 9.40 a.m.) 19 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:40:29] We are in private session, Mr President.  20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:40:38] Thank you. 21 

Q.   [9:40:40] All right, we're in private session now, Mr Witness.  That means that 22 

the public cannot hear or see you.  I'd like to ask you first to state your full name for 23 

the record.  24 

A.   [9:40:52] (Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

Q.   [9:41:29] What's your date of birth and where were you born? 3 

A.   [9:41:40] (Redacted).  4 

Q.   [9:41:51] What is your ethnicity and what is your religion? 5 

A.   [9:42:04] (Redacted).  6 

Q.   [9:42:16] Has anyone approached you regarding your possible cooperation in 7 

this case or with respect to your testimony that you are providing here today? 8 

A.   [9:42:35] Concerning today's testimony?  That --   9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:46] Yes, that was the question, Mr Witness.  10 

Has anybody contacted you with regard to your testimony that you are going to give 11 

today and in the coming days? 12 

THE WITNESS:  [9:43:01](Interpretation) Yes.  Previously, staff from the ICC met 13 

me and we had discussions and I proceeded to giving my deposition.  It was in 2017.  14 

And now I'm before the Court to provide a testimony on what I said. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:43:31] Thank you, Mr Witness. 16 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:43:33] Yes. 17 

Q.   [9:43:34] Aside from people that are associated with the Court, what I mean to 18 

ask you is whether people that are not associated with the Court or associated with 19 

the Defence or associated with the Anti-Balaka have approached you in respect of 20 

your prospective cooperation in this case or your testimony to be provided before the 21 

Court? 22 

A.   [9:44:06] No.  23 

Q.   [9:44:09] Have you been threatened in any way or coerced in any way with 24 

respect to your cooperation or your testimony by anyone? 25 
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A.   [9:44:31] No, madam. 1 

Q.   [9:44:34] Since your interview with the Office of the Prosecutor back in 2017, 2 

which you just alluded to, in February and March 2017, have you met with or 3 

discussed your testimony with anyone outside of the Court, that is anyone from the 4 

former Anti-Balaka or individuals associated with the Defence? 5 

A.   [9:45:13] This happened in secret.  No one knows this.  No one knows what 6 

happened, what transpires between me and the Court.  (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

Q.   [9:49:17] Does he have any affiliation or association with the Anti-Balaka as far 6 

as you know? 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:21] There was overlap, Mr Vanderpuye.  Can 8 

you please repeat it.   9 

And in the meantime, perhaps shortly for the interpreters, you can perhaps make 10 

clear who is asking, so, for example, when Mr Vanderpuye is asking, because you 11 

have been addressed as madam, so it's because of the interpreter.  And also when 12 

the Presiding Judge is asking something, you can perhaps make this shortly clear 13 

when you translate to the witness.  Thank you.  14 

Mr Vanderpuye. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:49:52] Thank you, Mr President. 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

Q.   [9:50:42] Which group was he a member of, if you can recall? 22 

A.   [9:50:56] I beg your pardon? 23 

Q.   [9:51:01] Which group of Anti-Balaka was he an element of or a member of, if 24 

you can remember?  25 
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A.   [9:51:22] He was part of the Ngaïssona group. 1 

Q.   [9:51:29] Aside from these two individuals, has anyone else intimated or 2 

suggested that they had knowledge of your cooperation with the Office of the 3 

Prosecutor or with the Court concerning your testimony or your interview? 4 

A.   [9:51:50] No.  Apart from them, no one else.  5 

Q.   [9:51:57] Is there anything about your encounters with these two individuals 6 

that you're concerned about and which you think may affect the testimony that you 7 

will give before the Court? 8 

A.   [9:52:23] The danger is that the testimony is public testimony and everyone has 9 

seen it, they know it's me.  (Redacted).  That's the risk.  If -- I don't -- with these 10 

two individuals specifically, I don't see the danger.  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

Q.   [9:56:48] All right.  What I'd like to do is to go into open session.  I'm going to 13 

ask you some questions about your statement, and I will try to frame them in a way 14 

that it won't identify you.  If ever you feel that it might, then let us know so that we 15 

can take the appropriate steps with the Chamber's leave and permission.  Okay? 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:57:15] Open session.  17 

(Open session at 9.57 a.m.)  18 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:57:33] We are in open session, Mr President.  19 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:57:40] Thank you. 20 

Q.   [9:57:42] Initially, sir, I was asking you some questions about your interview 21 

with the Office of the Prosecutor in -- at the end of February 2017 and beginning of 22 

March.  Do you recall having -- you recall that interview? 23 

A.   [9:58:04] Yes, I remember the interview very well.  24 

Q.   [9:58:08] During the course of the interview, was it your understanding that the 25 
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subject matter to be covered concerned the crisis, particularly between 2012 and 2014 1 

in the Central African Republic?  2 

A.   [9:58:32] That's it, madam.  I know it.  3 

Q.   [9:58:38] In particular, the investigators with whom you met sought to -- sought 4 

your knowledge acquired during the period in question regarding the Anti-Balaka 5 

but also the Seleka; is that right? 6 

A.   [9:59:09] Yes, it was on the Seleka and the Anti-Balaka as well.  7 

Q.   [9:59:16] And they asked you about your position, the structure of the 8 

Anti-Balaka, the structure of the National Coordination, as well as the acts or actions 9 

of Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona; is that right? 10 

A.   [9:59:41] Yes, that's true, madam.  11 

Q.   [9:59:52] During the course of your interview, I take it it was impressed upon 12 

you that it was important for you to tell the truth and to answer the questions put to 13 

you completely and as accurately as you could; is that right? 14 

A.   [10:00:13] Yes, that is correct.  15 

Q.   [10:00:18] Did you do that? 16 

A.   [10:00:26] Yes, I did that.  17 

Q.   [10:00:32] During the course of your interview, at the end of the interview, were 18 

you given the document to sign? 19 

A.   [10:00:50] Yes, they asked me to sign and I did sign the document.  20 

Q.   [10:00:58] Before signing the document, did you have an opportunity to read it 21 

or have it read back to you and to make any observations or corrections regarding 22 

either what was read to you or about the way the interview was conducted? 23 

A.   [10:01:23] Yes.  They gave me the document, I read through it, I brought some 24 

corrections, and I signed it again and handed it over to them.  25 
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Q.   [10:01:39] Now, I understand also from your answers earlier today that you 1 

were recently given an opportunity to review that statement and to make 2 

observations and corrections in respect of it, which I believe you did; is that right? 3 

A.   [10:02:00] That is exactly what happened.  4 

Q.   [10:02:04] Okay.  And we have this document, it's at CAR-OTP-0000030, and 5 

maybe we can show that to the witness.  6 

Do you recognise what's in the screen in front of you, if you can see it? 7 

A.   [10:02:48] Yes, I can see it.  Those are the corrections that I made.  8 

Q.   [10:02:54] Okay.  And there a number of these corrections, as we can see at 9 

paragraph -- at page 7, page 8, and with respect to a number of entries beginning at 10 

page 12, for example, and so forth.  In addition to what you've written here, there 11 

appear to be further -- what I would describe as minor corrections throughout, 12 

spelling errors and things like that.  Did you make these markings on this document 13 

and write these corrections in yourself? 14 

A.   [10:03:47] Yes, it's me.  I made these corrections.  15 

Q.   [10:03:52] Okay.  That's very helpful as well. 16 

Mr President, I would ask whether you want me to go through them or -- 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:02] No, I think that costs us too much time 18 

and it's on the record.  Everybody had the opportunity to look into it.  And 19 

everybody who will question the witness will take into account the corrections made 20 

by him.  I think we can proceed further. 21 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:04:20] Thank you, Mr President. 22 

Q.   [10:04:23] Mr Witness, having made these corrections, together with what is in 23 

your statement otherwise, are you satisfied that the statement and the corrections 24 

together are truthful and accurate and do you stand by them today? 25 
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A.   [10:04:50] Yes.  The corrections are -- are correct.  1 

Q.   [10:04:58] Do you have any objection to the Chamber considering your 2 

statement subject to the corrections you've made as evidence in this case?  3 

A.   [10:05:20] I have no objections.  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:05:23] I think we can state then for the record 5 

that the requirements of Rule 68(3) are fulfilled with regard to the witness statements 6 

with the corrections made by the witness.  7 

Please, Mr Vanderpuye. 8 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:05:36] Thank you, Mr President.  I think we can still stay 9 

in open session.  I think so. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:05:46] Let's see.  11 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:05:49] 12 

Q.   [10:05:50] I wanted to refer you, first of all, to paragraph 16 of your statement 13 

which you describe a group that took control of an area in June 2013.  And with 14 

respect to that group, they posted civilians around as informers and had young 15 

villagers to help the group.   16 

We could take a look at -- I could put the statement in front of the witness so that it 17 

might help him.  It's at paragraph 16, the French version is at tab 4, 18 

CAR-OTP-2102-0160, 01 -- at page 0164.  Great.  19 

We're at paragraph 16 and I'm just referring to pretty much the last sentence or so. 20 

Can you see that, Mr Witness? 21 

A.   [10:07:09] Yes, I see it clearly. 22 

Q.   [10:07:10] Now, I wanted to ask you about this use of civilians as informants and 23 

whether to your knowledge this was a practice that was employed by Anti-Balaka 24 

groups during the period of time that we're referring to, that is in 2013 and 2014? 25 
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A.   [10:07:35] At that point in time, when {ICR: (Redacted)}, I went to my family to 1 

seek refuge, and from there, the villages, small -- where my parents live there's a 2 

small village.  As the Seleka were looking for soldiers to kill them, I hid and I told 3 

them if there is the Seleka, if they are approaching, please alert me, tell me so that we 4 

flee.  It was this.  And that is the reason why I was in a {ICR: (Redacted)}.  That 5 

was the situation. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:08:30] May I shortly.  I have been informed that 7 

the counsel is not at the field office.  But since it's a counsel for 171 and we don't 8 

have the situation, we don't have to worry and we can continue.  But I want to lay it 9 

open and that we can continue with that. 10 

Please, Mr Vanderpuye.  It's not a Rule 74 counsel, that is the difference. 11 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:08:54] Thank you very much, Mr President. 12 

Q.   [10:08:57] In referencing -- in referencing posting of civilians as informers, in 13 

that context, was that for the purposes of hiding or for the purposes of organising or 14 

carrying out operations?  Are you able to say?  And mind you, we're in public 15 

session so don't say anything that might identify you.  16 

A.   [10:09:40] No.  It was in order to hide.  It wasn't to carry out operations.  But 17 

it was to hide.  18 

Q.   [10:09:48] Do you know if Anti-Balaka groups, other Anti-Balaka groups used 19 

civilians and young villagers as informants or in other ways in relation to operations, 20 

checkpoints, various functions associated with the group?  21 

A.   [10:10:19] You know, at that time, there were many civilians who had a big 22 

shock.  They saw the soldiers, and so they gathered together around the soldiers in 23 

order to defend themselves.  For the others, what happened in the villages until the 24 

arrival in Bangui.  But for me, I fled and I hid, and it's only afterwards when I left 25 
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that village to go to Bangui to defend myself, that was the situation.  1 

Q.   [10:11:08] Okay.  That's very helpful.  2 

Mr President, I want to ask a couple of questions about a particular group which 3 

I think might identify him, so I'm going to ask to go into private session. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:23] Yeah, of course. 5 

Then we go to private session. 6 

(Private session at 10.11 a.m.) 7 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:11:29] We are in private session, Mr President.  8 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:11:47] Thank you. 9 

Q.   [10:11:49] (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) and you refer to  11 

that at paragraph 25 of your statement, which is at ERN ending 165 in the document 12 

in front of us. 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

A.   [10:12:44] That is correct.  17 

Q.   [10:12:45] And I think you can see in this paragraph you indicate a certain 18 

number of telephone numbers here.  (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted).  Were these numbers that you were able to use or did use at the time in 20 

order to be able to reach these individuals? 21 

A.   [10:13:14] Yes, that is their numbers.  22 

Q.   [10:13:19] Were you -- if I can ask, do you recall the number that you were using 23 

at the time? 24 

A.   [10:13:33] The number at that time --  25 
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Q.   [10:13:38] Yes, yes. 1 

A.   [10:13:38] I didn't see my number in that. 2 

Q.   [10:13:51] All right.  I just want to ask you a quick -- I want to show you a 3 

document very quickly and then I'll come back to it, come back to this paragraph if 4 

I can.   5 

If I can just briefly go to tab number 5, CAR-OTP-2063-0074.   6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

Q.   [10:15:24] All right.  I'd like to go back to your statement for a moment.  And 18 

this time we're going to go to paragraph 36, that should be at page ending 0167 in the 19 

French version.  Here you can see there's a number that is indicated for Mr Yekatom, 20 

(Redacted).  Did you use that number at the time in order to contact Mr Yekatom, to 21 

your recollection? 22 

A.   [10:16:25] Yes, I remember it was his number which I often *called him on.  23 

Q.   [10:16:44] Okay.  I'm going to ask you just to repeat your answer because I 24 

don't see that the translation corresponds exactly to what you said.  Could you just 25 
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repeat what you said? 1 

A.   [10:17:04] Yes, that is the number of Yekatom, Rombhot.  And I called him on 2 

that number, that is his number.  3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:21:47] You have the microphone on, please.  7 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:21:51] 8 

Q.   [10:21:53] (Redacted) 9 

A.   [10:21:59] (Redacted) 10 

Q.   [10:22:06] Thank you.  Now, you indicate in your statement that at a certain 11 

point -- I have this at paragraph 26 which should be at page 166.  At a certain point, 12 

there were around 357 FACA and 2000 civilians which joined the group.  Which 13 

group are you discussing here? 14 

A.   [10:22:53] The Anti-Balaka group. 15 

Q.   [10:22:55] Okay.  And is that the whole of the group or a certain part of the 16 

group?  A certain region, section or is it the whole of the group, to your knowledge? 17 

A.   [10:23:11] Not -- not the entire group.  (Redacted)   18 

(Redacted) 19 

Q.   [10:23:23] Okay.  Let me just ask you one other question about that.  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:23:30] And I think we can take it also that a 21 

couple of paragraphs later the witness says that at a later point in (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted). 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:23:40] That's right, Mr President.   24 

There's just two documents I wanted to show him.  The first one is at tab 19.  This is 25 
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a list of Anti-Balaka elements and I want to show you -- this is, I'm sorry, tab 19, 1 

CAR-OTP-2039-0031 and then we're going to go to page 0040.  And if we could just 2 

go down to the bottom of that page, you'll see what I'm referring to.  3 

Do you recognise your name in there?  On the left.  And you can see a list of 4 

individuals in a list beside that.  Do you recognise any of those names? 5 

A.   [10:24:51] Yes, I recognise them.  I know some of those names.  6 

Q.   [10:24:57] And if we can go to the next page.  The list continues down to 7 

number 555, but do you recognise the names there? 8 

A.   [10:25:13] Yes, I recognise some of the names.  9 

Q.   [10:25:21] (Redacted). 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:25:24] Mr Vanderpuye, you are a little bit too 11 

quick. 12 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:25:30] Oh, sorry. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:25:32] There is always a little overlap.  Thank 14 

you.  15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:25:39] 16 

Q.   [10:25:40] (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

A.   [10:26:10] I recognise it very well. 19 

Q.   [10:26:11] These are individuals that are listed to be part of or (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted).  From what you can see here, does this appear to be accurate? 21 

A.   [10:26:27] Yes.  Correct. 22 

Q.   [10:26:29] All right.  I'd like to show you another document.  Just bear with me 23 

a second.  This one should be at tab 6. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:26:50] And the whole list, do we -- I think we 25 
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might have seen it before.  However, perhaps you can recall or help my recollection, 1 

when -- what point in time are we speaking about here?  And -- 2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:27:05] That's a very good question.  I think I'll put that to 3 

the witness as well --  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:27:09] Okay good. 5 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:27:11] -- with respect to this list. 6 

Q.   [10:27:14] The list I just showed you, I'm sorry about that, which is at -- I think I 7 

said it was tab 19, and I asked you did this reflect the people that were (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted).  Around what period of time would that have been to your  9 

recollection? 10 

A.   [10:27:40] I think it was almost at the end of 2013 and the beginning of 2014.  11 

Q.   [10:27:52] Okay.  That's helpful.  And now I'd like to show you this other list, 12 

it's the same question -- or same questions, rather.  I'll ask you first if you recognise 13 

some of the names on here and then I'll ask you what period of time it relates to.  The 14 

first thing is this is entitled (Interpretation) (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Speaks English) These would be just civilian members of the group.  And first of all, 17 

do you recognise any of these names?  If we just scroll down.  18 

A.   [10:28:44] Yes, I recognise some of the names.  19 

Q.   [10:28:49] Let me ask you about a particular name, then.  That's at page 0079, 20 

number 117.  There you see the name Guiyegba Bonaventure, indicating 21 

(Interpretation) the area he comes from (Speaks English) as Bangui.  Is that right, 22 

accurate, to your recollection? 23 

A.   [10:29:27] Yes, I believe that's correct. 24 

Q.   [10:29:30] Now, I'm not going to show you the whole list, but are you able to say 25 
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that this more or less reflects a fair number of the civilians that were at that site? 1 

A.   [10:29:46] Sorry, I haven't understood.  I haven't followed. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:29:49] Please repeat, Mr Vanderpuye. 3 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:29:51] 4 

Q.   [10:29:52] I said I'm not going to show you all the names in the whole list.  It 5 

goes up to number 728 at page 0092.  But are you able to say whether the list more or 6 

less reflects the number and individuals that were in or around that base in 2013, 7 

2014? 8 

A.   [10:30:27] Yes, it was in 2013, 2014, that's right. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:30:33] Okay.  Mr President, I think we can go into open 10 

session. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:30:37] Then we do that. 12 

Open session. 13 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:30:40] Thank you, Mr President.   14 

Q.   [10:30:43] I'm going to refer you back to your -- oh, just one moment. 15 

(Open session at 10.31 a.m.) 16 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:31:01] We are in open session, Mr President.  17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:31:05] 18 

Q.   [10:31:06] I'd like to refer you back to your statement again.  It's at tab 4, 19 

CAR-OTP-2102-0160, and this time we'll go to page 166, paragraph 31.  Yes, I think 20 

we've got it there.  21 

In this paragraph there's an indication that Bara had called on -- that the -- Bara 22 

related that the French had called on the Anti-Balaka groups to encircle Bangui to 23 

build pressure and to remove Djotodia.  24 

And then there's an indication that many Anti-Balaka came to Bangui from rural 25 
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areas and that -- it was around that time that Yekatom moved to the Yamwara school.  1 

So my question in relation to that is:  At that time, if you know approximately how 2 

many elements Mr Yekatom led or was in control of or command of at the Yamwara 3 

school? 4 

A.   [10:32:48] Thank you for this question.  He was commanding many people, 5 

both civilians and military alike.  I don't know the exact numbers, but they were 6 

*truly huge in numbers at the Yamwara school.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:33:07] Perhaps, Mr Witness, if you compare 8 

it -- it's absolutely understandable that you don't -- that you did not have counted 9 

them.  But if you compare it with people that you were together with, to put it in a 10 

generic way, can you tell us then perhaps more, if you compare it? 11 

THE WITNESS:  [10:33:37](Interpretation) You're talking about the numbers he was 12 

using? 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:33:42] Well, the numbers he had control over.  14 

THE WITNESS:  [10:33:54](Interpretation) I said they were in great numbers.  15 

I don't know the exact numbers.  They were really in huge numbers.  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:04] Okay.  Thank you. 17 

I think we have to leave it at that, Mr Vanderpuye. 18 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:34:10] Yes, Mr President.  I think it's in the statement.  I 19 

have to find it but --  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:15] No, it is the statement.  Therefore we can, 21 

I think, continue. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:34:18] Exactly. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:34:21] Because it's a Rule 68(3) statement. 24 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:34:24] 25 
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Q.   [10:34:25] Do you know before that group went or moved to Yamwara school, 1 

do you know where they were based or where they were deployed? 2 

A.   [10:34:45] Before this group set up base in Yamwara, they travelled through 3 

villages to reach that place and set up base in Yamwara. 4 

Q.   [10:35:07] Are you familiar with -- wait a minute.  Okay.  Are you familiar 5 

with a location or an area known as Projet? 6 

A.   [10:35:30] No, madam.  7 

Q.   [10:35:32] Are you familiar with Boeing? 8 

A.   [10:35:39] I know Boeing.  9 

Q.   [10:35:42] Do you know if Mr Yekatom's group or members of Mr Yekatom's 10 

group were billeted there? 11 

A.   [10:36:03] In Boeing behind airport, it -- at that time, it was 12 

Captain Ngremangou and he was based -- it was Captain Ngremangou and his men 13 

who were based there.  But Rombhot Yekatom was --  14 

Q.   [10:36:24] Okay.  I think you referred to Ngremangou --  15 

A.   [10:36:24] -- based at the Yamwara school. 16 

Q.   [10:36:25] -- in your statement and I'll come to that in a little while.  17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:36:28] Overlapping, counsel. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:36:30] Mr Vanderpuye, there was overlapping 19 

again. 20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:36:34] Really? 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:36:35] Yes, really. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:36:36] All right. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:36:37] I was admonished for that because -- but 24 

I'm not the culprit because I did not speak.  Perhaps really try to observe this couple 25 
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of seconds rule, so to speak.  1 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:36:53] I'll keep my eye on the transcript.  I'm sorry about 2 

that. 3 

Q.   [10:36:59] Do you know how many individuals or how many people 4 

Captain Ngremangou had under his or among his group over there in Boeing? 5 

A.   [10:37:39] I don't know the exact numbers, but they were also in great numbers.  6 

But I don't know the exact numbers.  7 

Q.   [10:37:56] Okay.  You mention Captain Ngremangou in your statement and I'll 8 

come to that in a little while.  But you also describe in your statement some 9 

information concerning the 5 December attack and I want to ask you some questions 10 

about that.   11 

At paragraph 32, where we are just about now, you indicate that there was a big 12 

advance from different groups of Anti-Balaka on 5 December.  And so what I'd like 13 

to ask you about is how you came to know that and what those groups were, to your 14 

knowledge.  Who was involved in that advance? 15 

A.   [10:39:01] It was Captain Ngremangou who was organising the advance.  They 16 

decided to attack Camp Kassai, to attack the young Seleka, and they constituted half 17 

the FACA.  So he called upon Rombhot to send him regiments and they met the ones 18 

coming from the north.  There was also Andjilo with his group and other chiefs.  19 

They rallied, they organised themselves and they attacked on Camp Kassai on 20 

5 December.  21 

It was amongst gunshots that I called Yekatom and told him that there was something 22 

happening in the district and this was the Camp Kassai attack.  And this is how I got 23 

to know about the situation.  And then it was broadcast on the national radio station.  24 

Q.   [10:40:51] Okay.  Now, I note in paragraph 34, and you said that Yekatom's 25 
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group joined in that attack and that you asked him about it.  So I want to ask you 1 

some questions about that topic.  The first is, to the extent that you refer to his group 2 

joining in that attack or sending regiments, I think is what you've just said now, to 3 

what extent did they participate in that attack, if you know? 4 

A.   [10:42:09] I do not know the organisation.  I don't know how the -- they were 5 

deployed, which group went there.  But this is the information I got, that the group 6 

participated in the attack and what I know I just told you.  7 

Q.   [10:42:28] That's -- that's very helpful.  8 

I'd like to ask you very particularly about the conversation that you had with 9 

Mr Yekatom about the attack which you've indicated at paragraph 34.  Can you tell 10 

us as specifically as you can what that conversation entailed?  So, first, for example, 11 

when was the call made?  What day and about what time, if you can remember? 12 

A.   [10:43:18] It was in the morning when we heard the gunshots.  This is when I 13 

called Yekatom to find out if he had received any information about these gunshots 14 

and that's when he informed me about the attack.  15 

Q.   [10:43:56] So it was the morning of 5 December; is that right? 16 

A.   [10:44:05] Yes, that's right.  17 

Q.   [10:44:09] When you -- did he call you or did you call him? 18 

A.   [10:44:19] I called him to get this information.  19 

Q.   [10:44:27] Did you get him directly or did you speak to someone first? 20 

A.   [10:44:45] I have his number, so I called him directly.  21 

Q.   [10:44:55] You said that he informed you about the attack.  Do you remember 22 

specifically what he said about it? 23 

A.   [10:45:12] He said it's Captain Ngremangou who sent elements to attack 24 

Camp Kassai.  This is the information he passed on to me.  25 
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Q.   [10:45:32] Did he tell you whether his group participated in that attack? 1 

A.   [10:45:44] Yes, he said that Ngremangou asked him to send elements, and he 2 

managed to send elements to join Ngremangou's elements to bolster the other groups 3 

for the Camp Kassai attack.  4 

Q.   [10:46:12] Did he tell you how many elements he sent? 5 

A.   [10:46:24] He did not give me the numbers.  He only told me that he sent 6 

elements.  7 

Q.   [10:46:38] Let's go to the next page on the document in front of you so you can 8 

see some of what I want to ask you about in terms of the details of your conversation 9 

with Mr Yekatom.  10 

In your statement you say that Captain Ngremangou -- that Yekatom received the 11 

order from Captain Ngremangou and they didn't want to inform other people.  Did 12 

he explain why they didn't want to inform other people with respect to the 13 

5 December attack? 14 

A.   [10:47:26] I called him and he gave me the information.  For the others, I don't 15 

know.  But since I called him, he gave me this explanation.  16 

Q.   [10:47:54] In this paragraph you also say that you knew that he was in contact 17 

with the Anti-Balaka from the north.  So my question is:  How did you know that 18 

he was in contact with the Anti-Balaka of the north, first; and then, who would that be?  19 

So are you able to answer that? 20 

A.   [10:48:29] Thank you, madam.  He was in contact with Andjilo and others such 21 

as the deceased -- someone who died, his name just escapes me, but it will come back 22 

to me.  He was in touch with certain leaders from the north because it was -- because 23 

Ngremangou had all the contact details and through -- and Ngremangou who would 24 

get information about everything.  25 
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Q.   [10:49:23] Did he tell you that he was in contact with Anti-Balaka from the north 1 

or do you have that information from some other source? 2 

A.   [10:49:44] The information came to me because at that point of time there was 3 

nothing secret.  It was said even -- it was broadcast on national radio and it was on 4 

the lips of everyone.  The information was not private, it was public.  5 

Q.   [10:50:11] In this conversation you had with Mr Yekatom, you indicate that he 6 

said that he received an order from Captain Ngremangou.  So my question is:  First, 7 

do you know who Captain Ngremangou received his orders from, if anyone? 8 

MR KNOOPS:  [10:50:38] Indeed, Mr President.  It's an objectionable question. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:50:43] But Mr Vanderpuye has amended the 10 

question and we let it pass like this.  11 

So the question, it was a little bit -- sometimes there is a back and forth between 12 

counsel in the courtroom.  The question was:  Did Mr Ngremangou receive orders 13 

from someone, if any, if you know something about it.  14 

THE WITNESS:  [10:51:20](Interpretation) Yes, madam.  Mr Ngremangou received 15 

orders from outside, from a major figure.  And you can ask me questions and I will 16 

answer and give you the name in due time.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:44] Mr Vanderpuye, I think you will simply 18 

ask for the name. 19 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:51:47] Indeed. 20 

Q.   [10:51:49] You've anticipated our question.  Who is this person that you're 21 

describing that would have given Captain Ngremangou orders? 22 

A.   [10:52:10] It was president -- the former president who was ousted, General 23 

Bozizé, who was -- who had fled when the Anti-Balaka started their exactions on the 24 

Seleka.  And this *gentleman was holding out hope to the Anti-Balaka - and to many 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-166-Red3-ENG CT WT 21-10-2022 27/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 

21.10.2022          Page 28 
 

other people - that they could return to power.  So he was in constant contact with 1 

Ngremangou because he was a senior officer.  He was constantly in touch with this 2 

captain.  This is it, madam.  3 

Q.   [10:53:09] And if I can ask, how do you know this?  If you're able to answer 4 

without identifying yourself, please do.  But if not, then just let me know.  How do 5 

you know that Bozizé was in contact or permanent contact with Ngremangou or 6 

anyone else, if he -- especially if he was in the exterior of the country?  How do you 7 

know this? 8 

A.   [10:53:49] Thank you so much for having asked me this question, madam.  It 9 

was during a meeting at the Yamwara school that Ngremangou was there, Kamezolai 10 

was there and some other people were there.  So during this meeting -- {ICR: 11 

(Redacted)} the meeting and the following day, in fact the same evening, Captain 12 

Ngremangou called Captain Kamezolai to say that he received orders, he received an 13 

order from the outside to not change the name of Anti-Balaka.  The name 14 

Anti-Balaka {ICR: (Redacted)}. 15 

You had to resist and ensure return to constitutional order.  It's with respect to this 16 

that the following morning Captain Kamezolai {ICR: (Redacted)} – {PFR: (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted)}.  {ICR: (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)} {PFR: (Redacted)}.  {ICR: (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)}, "Who said that to you?"  And he had to {ICR: (Redacted)} the name.  20 

And this is how the captain said that it was the General Bozizé who called him and 21 

who -- and General Bozizé was not aware that -- what we were doing here so we had 22 

to keep him posted.  And he gave this order so that things are like this and this is 23 

how the meeting went and it actually came to a dead end.  24 

Q.   [10:56:19] All right.  I think that's -- I see your answer is in the record. 25 
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I just want to show you a document and I think I've showed it to you before but let 1 

me show it again.  It's at tab 5, CAR-OTP-2063-0074.  It's this one with signatures on 2 

it which is incredibly difficult to see and read, but I want to ask you because it 3 

says -- actually, I can't see it quite well, but it says something about or suggests a 4 

certain presence of these individuals.  I want to ask you, first of all, if you recognise 5 

all the names on this list and whether these individuals were present at the meeting 6 

you describe.  7 

A.   [10:57:21] That's the attendance sheet and all these people were there. 8 

Q.   [10:57:24] Is there a reason, if you know, why each of these individuals signed 9 

and put their -- or -- and their telephone numbers were written down on this 10 

document? 11 

A.   [10:57:49] This is the attendance sheet of everyone who were present during this 12 

meeting and each person put their names and their phone numbers.  And then 13 

they -- this is -- they would actually put their names and their telephone numbers so 14 

that {ICR: (Redacted)} -- so that they accepted that -- it was with respect to {ICR: 15 

(Redacted)} and then it was overturned. 16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:58:45] I'm sorry, if you could ask the witness to repeat the 17 

last bit because it was extremely unclear.  This is the interpreter talking. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:53] Mr Witness, can you repeat perhaps the 19 

last bit of your answer.  The interpreter could not follow.  Not your fault.  Please 20 

repeat it.  Thank you.  21 

THE WITNESS:  [10:59:10](Interpretation) Thank you, madam. 22 

The signature and the names and the phone numbers make up the list, the attendance 23 

sheet of everyone who participated in the meeting.  (Redacted){ICR:  24 

(Redacted)} (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted){ICR: (Redacted)}.  But it's only after that that  2 

Captain Ngremangou {PFR: (Redacted)} said that the outside authorities had decided 3 

otherwise.  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:00:05] Okay, thank you.  I think we can have 5 

the break now until 11.30.  Thank you. 6 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:00:16] All rise.  7 

(Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.)  8 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.31 a.m.) 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:12] All rise.  10 

Please be seated.  11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:26] I think the session is not so closed, so 12 

perhaps we should open the blinds and then we start.  13 

Thank you. 14 

Mr Vanderpuye, you have the floor.  15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [11:31:38] Thank you again, Mr President.  16 

Q.   [11:31:45] Good morning again, Mr Witness.  I was asking you some questions, 17 

I think, when we left off about Captain Ngremangou and also about General Bozizé, 18 

in particular his giving instructions and directions to Captain Ngremangou with 19 

respect to the Anti-Balaka or operations.  20 

And you described a certain meeting in which some instructions and directions were 21 

conveyed by Bozizé. 22 

What I wanted to ask you was, aside from Captain Ngremangou, are you aware of 23 

other individuals through whom Bozizé provided directions, instructions or orders 24 

concerning the Anti-Balaka? 25 
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A.   [11:32:51] Thank you very much, your Honour.  What I do know, aside from 1 

Ngremangou, and the second person was a person called Beorofei who received 2 

orders from Bozizé.  He was called Beorofei.  Yekatom knew him very well.  He 3 

was very close to Yekatom.   4 

Q.   [11:33:29] The Beorofei that you're talking about, is that a Sylvain Beorofei? 5 

A.   [11:33:46] No, I don't know.  I only know him as Beorofei.  I don't know his 6 

first name, but he was called Beorofei.  He is close to Mokom.  He's in the Mokom 7 

movement.  8 

Q.   [11:33:59] All right, that's helpful.  9 

Do you know or are you aware of somebody by the name of Yvon Konate -- well, yes, 10 

are you aware of Yvon Konate?  Do you know that name?  11 

A.   [11:34:30] Yes, your Honour, I know that name.  I know that name well.  He 12 

was one of the leaders of the Anti-Balaka.  He's a former soldier, an officer.  It is a 13 

military officer in FACA.  14 

Q.   [11:34:47] Do you know if he was a member of the Anti-Balaka north or south or 15 

a different group, to your knowledge? 16 

A.   [11:35:08] Thank you, Prosecutor.  It was a member of the north Anti-Balaka.  17 

That's it.  18 

Q.   [11:35:20] All right, then.  Okay.  That's helpful.  19 

This Sylvain Beorofei that -- well, rather, this Beorofei that you describe, do you know 20 

if he was a ComZone in Boeing or anyplace else? 21 

A.   [11:35:52] No, he wasn't a ComZone.  He was the focal point of the late Bozizé, 22 

the president.  He carried out the instructions which Bozizé gave him, but he was 23 

not a ComZone.  24 

Q.   [11:36:21] You mentioned that he was connected to Mokom.  Do you mean 25 
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Maxime Mokom? 1 

A.   [11:36:37] Correct.  2 

Q.   [11:36:39] You mentioned that Yekatom knows him very well.  How do 3 

you -- how do you know that?  We're in open session, so if it will identify you, then 4 

just let us know.  5 

A.   [11:37:01] Thank you, your Honour.  This gentleman was in Yamwara, 6 

alongside Yekatom.  He was the finance person for Bozizé.  {ICR: (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)} (Redacted).  He saw Tova (phon), Ngremangou, so he  8 

was very close to Yekatom and was together in Yamwara with Yekatom.  Yekatom 9 

knew him very well.  10 

Q.   [11:37:43] And in terms of his connection to Maxime Mokom, what was the 11 

nature of that? 12 

A.   [11:38:01] When I was with Yekatom, Maxime Mokom wasn't there yet.  13 

Maxime Mokom was in Zaire.  So that gentleman was with Yekatom at the moment 14 

when Maxime Mokom returned from Zaire.  And this gentleman, Mokom, spoke of 15 

Bozizé and that Bozizé had given him money to purchase weapons, et cetera, et cetera.  16 

As he is an agent of Bozizé, he attached himself to Mokom.  And he stayed with 17 

Mokom until Mokom went into the ICP -- ICC, sorry.  18 

Q.   [11:38:58] A little earlier you mentioned that Bozizé was in contact with 19 

Ngremangou and then someone else who you said had died.  I think you said you 20 

had some -- 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:39:26] Ms Dimitri. 22 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:39:28] Thank you, Mr President.  I was waiting because I was 23 

hoping Mr Vanderpuye would elicit it, but now that he's changing subject -- I know 24 

I can do it when it's my examination but we --  25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-166-Red3-ENG CT WT 21-10-2022 32/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 

21.10.2022          Page 33 
 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:39:40] Go on, please.  Go on. 1 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:39:42] We have various allegations here of he was the financier, he 2 

was in contact, so I have no idea what's the -- how does he know that?  Did he speak 3 

to him?  I can do it during my examination, but you'll understand that this will -- if 4 

we have drops like that of evidence, it will make my examination longer. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:02] Well, Mr Vanderpuye has -- several times 6 

before the break has asked for the source.   7 

You keep that in mind, Mr Vanderpuye.  It's also in your interest, to put it this way.  8 

Yeah, okay. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [11:40:15] Maybe we can just -- we can resolve that now before 10 

I move on a little bit.   11 

Q.   [11:40:22] I think you might have heard what the Defence counsel was saying 12 

and that is your knowledge or the basis of your knowledge concerning Beorofei and 13 

his role and association with Yekatom and his group.  So if you could tell us how 14 

you know that, how you came into that information, that would be helpful.  To the 15 

extent that it might identify you, let us know and then we can see about proceeding in 16 

private session.  17 

A.   [11:41:00] Thank you very much, your Honour.  18 

Let me answer the question.  That gentleman was very close to Yekatom.  {ICR: 19 

(Redacted)}  20 

with Yekatom.  They walked together, the two of them, and he slept at the same 21 

place.  So this gentleman, he, himself, spoke himself from his very mouth and also 22 

Yekatom spoke about this himself.  The words came from his very mouth.  This is 23 

what I can tell you as regards what I know.  24 

Q.   [11:41:54] You mentioned that he was a financier, I think, for Bozizé.  Correct 25 
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me if I'm wrong.  But how would you know that and -- first let me ask you that.  1 

How do you know that? 2 

A.   [11:42:13] Thank you, your Honour.  This gentleman said that Bozizé sent him 3 

money via someone from the bank and he took that money to keep it to procure 4 

weapons, to buy them for the movement.  So this gentleman himself explained this 5 

himself personally.  6 

Q.   [11:42:49] What was his relation to Mr Yekatom, if you know?  Was he a 7 

member of his group?  Was he just billeted or staying at the Yamwara school?  Was 8 

he functioning completely independently of Mr Yekatom, or under his command?  9 

Do you know? 10 

A.   [11:43:14] Thank you very much, Mr Prosecutor.  He was with Yekatom.  He 11 

was somebody who went on the field.  He was there at the spot instead of Yekatom.  12 

He dealt with all the things I've just related to you.  This is what I know.  13 

Q.   [11:43:37] Just a moment ago I was asking you a question about Bozize but I 14 

misspoke and -- 15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:43:39] Correction by the interpreter: he didn't go on to the 16 

field. 17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [11:43:45]  18 

Q.   [11:43:47] -- my colleague has corrected me.  You testified a little earlier that 19 

Mr Yekatom was in contact with members of the Anti-Balaka from the north and you 20 

mentioned Andjilo as one and then you mentioned someone -- you mentioned that 21 

there was another person who had died.  I was going to ask you if you recall that 22 

person's name, and if not their name, perhaps what group they might be with or other 23 

associates of that person.  Are you able to recall who that person is or describe their 24 

affiliation or association with other people? 25 
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A.   [11:44:30] Thank you, your Honour.  It was Mazimbele.  He was a *first-class.  1 

His name was Mazimbele, but unfortunately he has passed away.  May he rest in 2 

peace.  And there were also some others.  I can't quite remember their names 3 

anymore. 4 

Q.   [11:44:47] Thank you.  That's very helpful as well. 5 

In your conversation with Mr Yekatom about the 5 December attack, did he ever 6 

mention Maxime Mokom or Mr Ngaïssona or President Bozizé? 7 

A.   [11:45:28] No, no, he didn't talk about Ngaïssona, because at that moment 8 

Ngaïssona was not there but in Cameroon.  Ngaïssona was not in Bangui.  He came 9 

to Bangui when Djotodia left power.  So he didn't talk about Ngaïssona.  *He didn't 10 

talk about Bozizé.  He didn't talk about anyone. 11 

Q.   [11:45:54] Did he ever mention to you who was leading the groups from the 12 

north that took part in the attack? 13 

A.   [11:46:08] No, he didn't talk about that.  14 

Q.   [11:46:14] Did he mention in your conversation whether there were other groups 15 

from the south that were participating in the attack besides his? 16 

A.   [11:46:32] No.  It was only his group, only his group.  Ngremangou asked for 17 

assistance and he sent his men to join *Ngremangou's elements to carry out this 18 

attack.  19 

Q.   [11:46:57] If I can ask, how do you know that it was only his group from the 20 

south that took part in that attack? 21 

A.   [11:47:13] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  He himself talked about that.  22 

Q.   [11:47:23] Do you recall what he said specifically? 23 

A.   [11:47:32] I just told you, Ngremangou asked that men be sent to him so that 24 

they could carry out the attack.  And he obeyed and he sent men to Ngremangou so 25 
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that the attack of 5 December could be carried out.  1 

Q.   [11:47:58] Did you ever discuss with other members of Mr Yekatom's group 2 

about their participation or the participation of the group in the 5 December attack? 3 

A.   [11:48:21] I spoke to elements, to elements.  We chatted amongst each other.  4 

For example, I spoke to one of his elements which he killed, Seda is already dead, 5 

then there was another who was called -- oh, I can't quite remember his name.  6 

Goliatha, Goliatha, that's it.  Goliatha.  He explained to me what was happening.  7 

They spoke amongst each other and they carried out the attack.  So people talked 8 

about that.  These are the names which I still recall.  9 

Q.   [11:49:20] Let me just ask a couple of follow-up questions.  So Seda you 10 

referred to.  Seda, do you recall his first name? 11 

A.   [11:49:43] I can't remember his first name. 12 

Q.   [11:49:45] Does Oscar sound right to you? 13 

A.   [11:49:55] Sorry, Mr Prosecutor? 14 

Q.   [11:50:03] Oscar.  15 

A.   [11:50:04] No.  16 

Q.   [11:50:09] Was he a military man? 17 

A.   [11:50:14] Yes, he was a military man.  18 

Q.   [11:50:24] Goliatha, do you know his first name? 19 

A.   [11:50:32] No.  I don't know his first name.  20 

Q.   [11:50:37] Does the name Alban Cyriaque ring a bell? 21 

A.   [11:50:47] No, no.  No, I don't think so.  22 

Q.   [11:50:56] Did you ever discuss the 5 December attack with Habib Beina or 23 

Coeur de Lion? 24 

A.   [11:51:11] Yes, yes, those are the names I was looking for.  Coeur de Lion and 25 
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Habib Beina are already dead, but yes, we talked with them.  I was trying to find 1 

those names. 2 

Q.   [11:51:27] Are you able to recall what they told you about the group in relation 3 

to the 5 December attack, whether they participated, what they did, what they didn't 4 

do, where they were and so on? 5 

A.   [11:51:53] Yes, those men talked to me about the attack, that they -- they were 6 

based on the Bangui and they went down by the field of -- by the -- they went from 7 

the base on the hill in Gbazabangui and went down to the camp in Kassai so that they 8 

could go to the former residence of Djotodia.  And they followed that route so that 9 

they could attack the Seleka which came to defend.  They couldn't -- couldn't deal 10 

with the attack and therefore each group withdrew to their base.  So that is what 11 

they told me about their participation during that attack.  12 

Q.   [11:52:52] Did they tell you what their specific group was doing during the 13 

course of that attack, or just generally about what the Anti-Balaka were doing in 14 

Bangui? 15 

A.   [11:53:16] What they said, Mr Prosecutor, they said they received orders from 16 

those who I've just mentioned to attack the Camp Kassai which was organised by 17 

Captain Ngremangou.  And when that finished, they each -- each side withdrew to 18 

their own base. 19 

Q.   [11:53:40] Okay.  That's helpful.  I'd like to ask you about another part of your 20 

statement concerning Yamwara school.  This is at paragraph 86 of your statement.   21 

If we could have that up in the French, it's tab 4, CAR-OTP-2102-0160, and we'll need 22 

to go to page 177, I believe.   23 

Paragraph 86 you describe -- you describe an incident concerning who you relate here 24 

as being the child of General Lapo and an aide-de-camp of Djotodia's wife being 25 
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killed.  1 

In this paragraph, you describe how this individual's hands were tied and legs were 2 

tied and his throat was cut and a certain information from some individuals who are 3 

related this circumstance to you.  So I wanted to ask you about this specifically. 4 

The first thing is about how you came into this information.  Now, if it would 5 

identify you, we can -- I'll ask Mr President if we can go into private session.  But if 6 

you think you can answer that without identifying yourself, then I'd prefer to do it 7 

that way.   8 

So how is it that you came into this information concerning this incident? 9 

A.   [11:55:36] Thank you very much, your Honour, for asking me this question.  10 

This information came from Yekatom Alfred and some other elements who were 11 

around him.  And also the family of this element who was in his group.  They 12 

withdrew from this group {ICR: (Redacted)}.  The wife of  13 

Djotodia left to bury the body in Boeing and this soldier was the aide-de-camp of this 14 

lady.  When they arrived there, as you know, Boeing was in the hands of 15 

Mr Yekatom and Ngremangou, and the Yekatom elements stopped this soldier and 16 

said, "This is a Seleka, we have to kill him."  So they took the element and with the 17 

wife of Djotodia, this element was coldly killed before Yekatom.  And when I 18 

received this {ICR: (Redacted)} who I've just mentioned, and this is the information 19 

which I had and checked, the element was indeed killed, I told the elements, the men, 20 

that this is a FACA person and Yekatom said he was together with the Seleka.  So 21 

he's a traitor and therefore needs to be killed.   22 

And that is why he was killed.  23 

Q.   [11:57:46] I just want to show you a document.   24 

Now, here in this statement there's a reference to two individuals, someone named 25 
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Likoundou and someone named Motema.  1 

Let me show you a document, it's at tab 25, CAR-OTP-2101-3241.  And then we'll 2 

need to go to page 3242. 3 

This is a document, it's entitled: (Interpretation) Expression of needs - Bimbo site.  4 

(Speaks English) And on this page, if we go down the page, we'll see Mr Yekatom's 5 

name and his matricule number.  Underneath that you'll see a person indicated there 6 

as Armand Motema.  And if you look at the bottom of the page, you will see a name, 7 

premier class Likoundou Perrin.  Are these the two individuals that are referenced in 8 

the statement? 9 

A.   [11:59:33] Correct, Mr Prosecutor.  10 

Q.   [11:59:37] Okay.  Now, if you go up the page, you will see a reference to Gilbert 11 

Kamezolai.  He's referenced in your statement as well, yes? 12 

A.   [12:00:00] That is correct.  13 

Q.   [12:00:02] If we can go to page 3244 and at the bottom of the page you will see, 14 

third from the bottom, premier class Seda Jean Baptiste Oscar, and then you'll see 15 

premier class Goliatha Alban Cyriaque.   16 

Are these the two individuals that you were referring to? 17 

A.   [12:00:40] That's right.  18 

Q.   [12:00:49] Okay.  That's fine for this document, and let me go back to your 19 

statement then.  Back to paragraph 86, tab 4, CAR-OTP-2102-0160, page 177.  And 20 

in terms of the timing of this event, you indicate that this happened while Yekatom 21 

was based at the Yamwara school before Djotodia had left power.  That's what you 22 

seem to be able to recall at the time.  Are you able to recall now more precisely when 23 

that event occurred?  If not, it's not a problem, but I just thought I would ask.  24 

A.   [12:01:54] Thank you, Prosecutor.   25 
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Now, this element died when Djotodia hadn't left power, he was still in power, but 1 

tension was at its peak in the country.  And so Djotodia was still in power and very 2 

shortly Djotodia left the country -- left the power. 3 

Q.   [12:02:23] And you indicate in the statement here that you had a conversation 4 

with Mr Yekatom about this event.  Are you able to recall that conversation today?  5 

A.   [12:02:44] Thank you, Prosecutor.  I remember this conversation.  I called him 6 

when I received this information, I called him to have the real information.  He said 7 

yes, he was taken, and he spoke in Sango.  And he -- they peeled the papaya, he said 8 

that from his own mouth.   9 

And there were two numbers, my number and his number.  And you could contact 10 

Orange and you will actually find the audio conversation.  So he spoke to me about 11 

that and I said that he is a military person.  And he -- he -- but he said that he's a 12 

treater -- traitor and he cannot be -- he is in cahoots with the Seleka so we cannot keep 13 

him.  14 

Q.   [12:04:12] You said that he said that they had peeled the papaya.  Now, the 15 

transcript is a little unclear, but what did you understand that to mean? 16 

A.   [12:04:41] Thank you so much.  It means -- it means grate, they grated him.  17 

It's in Sango language, eforolo tonga na papai.  It means they actually took him and 18 

they removed the skin like they would do to a papaya.  It means they just killed him.  19 

Q.   [12:05:17] Do you know if that expression has any other meaning in Sango?  Do 20 

you know of any other meaning that it could have is my question?  21 

A.   [12:05:47] I'm not aware.  This is the meaning I know.  It means to grate.  In 22 

Sango the verb is eforolo.  And in French it's to grate.  You take something and you 23 

grate it, so you -- you cut it and decapitate it.  That's what it means. 24 

Q.   [12:06:13] Did he tell you -- did he tell you who was involved in his group in 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-166-Red3-ENG CT WT 21-10-2022 40/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 

21.10.2022          Page 41 
 

killing that individual? 1 

A.   [12:06:48] He was around him and there were elements who were just 2 

mentioned.  They were around him, and these were the people I just mentioned.  So 3 

I think it's these people who did it.  I believe so.  4 

Q.   [12:07:37] Did he tell you that he -- 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:07:44] Please, Mr Vanderpuye.   6 

Ms Dimitri. 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:07:47] Mr President, the answer is not clear to me.  "Ces gens-là", 8 

are we still talking about Motema, Likoundou?  It's not clear.  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:07:55] Indeed.  Indeed. 10 

Mr Witness, when you mentioned in the answer to the last question "ces gens-là", 11 

could you perhaps, just for the record, tell us which person do you mean by name?  12 

A.   [12:08:17] I do not understand the question.  Could you please repeat it for me, 13 

Prosecutor.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:08:23] Well, that was my fault.  I was not 15 

precise enough.  You said that there were people around him, certain people around 16 

him when this happened, or around Mr Yekatom.  And just for the record, can you 17 

tell us the names of these people that were around him at that moment when the 18 

person was killed.  19 

THE WITNESS:  [12:08:55](Interpretation) Thank you so much, Prosecutor.  You 20 

will find -- you will find the names Goliatha, Seda, Goliatha, Seda and Habib Beina.  21 

And you will also find Bodios, Bodios, Coeur de Lion.  And who else?  And others 22 

whose name I don't know.  There were many people.  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:09:38] Thank you very much. 24 

Mr Vanderpuye.  25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:09:44] 1 

Q.   [12:09:45] In your statement, still at paragraph 86, you describe that Yekatom 2 

was present and ordered the killing.  So my question is:  How do you know that?  3 

Did he tell you that he ordered the killing or did someone else tell you that? 4 

A.   [12:10:12] Thank you, Prosecutor.  If you call someone and you ask them, they 5 

give you information, clear and precise information that "we decapitated him", it 6 

means he's the one who issued the order.  He's the chief, so he gave the order to 7 

decapitate this element.  So if he said that he wasn't there, I would believe him, but 8 

he actually said "we decapitated him". So this means that it was done in his presence.  9 

Q.   [12:10:47] All right.  That's also clear. 10 

Did he describe to you how it came to be that the wife was released? 11 

A.   [12:11:17] Excuse me, Prosecutor.  Could you please repeat the question. 12 

Q.   [12:11:21] Yes.  At a certain point in your statement you mentioned that the 13 

wife was released.  Do you remember that, first of all? 14 

A.   [12:11:34] Yes, that's right.  15 

Q.   [12:11:37] How did you come to -- did he describe to you the circumstances 16 

under which that happened? 17 

 18 

A.   [12:11:49] Thank you, Prosecutor.  He said that when he was taken, they also 19 

took Djotodia's wife and transferred her to the Gbazabangui mountain and she was 20 

retained there.  And there were calls from places and she was then released.  I think 21 

it was one or two days after.  I don't remember that very well.  22 

Q.   [12:12:31] Was she liberated from his group or his control or from someone 23 

else's, to your knowledge? 24 

A.   [12:12:48] It was under the orders by -- issued by Captain Ngremangou that this 25 
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woman was freed. 1 

Q.   [12:12:56] Okay, that's very helpful. 2 

I'd like to ask you about the area around the PK9 bridge and that's at paragraph 89 of 3 

your statement where you start to describe that. 4 

You indicate that Yekatom had a checkpoint at PK9.  And I wanted to ask you first, 5 

do you know when that presence there was established, that checkpoint? 6 

A.   [12:13:54] Thank you for having asked me this question, Prosecutor.  It was in 7 

2014, after 10 January 2014, when Djotodia left power, that's when Yekatom occupied 8 

the other side of the bridge in -- on the banks of the river.  It was Pissmiss' house he 9 

occupied.  10 

Q.   [12:14:37] And this compound or this house of Pissmiss, do you know how long 11 

Mr Yekatom and his group held that -- that location or took it over? 12 

A.   [12:14:59] Thank you so much, Prosecutor.  They occupied this place as of 2014 13 

till 2016.  Till the MINUSCA drove them from that place and evacuated them.  And 14 

then this place was freed.  15 

Q.   [12:15:31] All right.  I'd like to -- well, first let me ask you do you know about 16 

how many elements or how many men were under Mr Yekatom's control at that 17 

point?  Not necessarily just at that location, but in his group at that point.  18 

A.   [12:15:58] He had -- at that point of time, he had almost -- he had around a 19 

hundred or some FACA and 3,000 civilian Anti-Balaka. 20 

Q.   [12:16:22] I'd like to show you a video.  Should be at tab 15.  And I'm just 21 

going to play part of it from -- tab 15, CAR-OTP-2118-0723.  The translation is not 22 

really important.  It's just to identify locations and individuals.  So let's see if we can 23 

play that for you.  24 

All right, I think we can play the whole thing.  It's short, I hope.  I think it's two 25 
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minutes -- 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:21] We'll see.  If it is too long, at some point 2 

in time we will violently stop it. 3 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:17:28] Yeah, it looks like it's about it two minutes and 4 

something. 5 

Q.   [12:17:32] So just pay attention to this video, watch it.   6 

The interpretation is not really that important.  So don't worry in the booth if you 7 

don't catch it.   8 

So whenever we're ready, we can play it for the witness.  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:45] It's just the imagery that we are interested 10 

in.  11 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:17:46] Mainly, yes. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:17:47] Okay.  Then that's fine.  13 

Can we play it from the Prosecution side?  It's not possible? 14 

Well, I think it's looks promising.  Sometimes it takes a little bit.  No problem.  15 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:18:42](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  17 

Beyond this barrier you have the main access.  It's where the clashes occurred 18 

between the Seleka and the Anti-Balaka.  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:53] Well, it's nice that we have sound, but 20 

since we have agreed upon that we are interested in the imagery, this does not help so 21 

much. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:19:04] I can -- all right.  It looks like we can play it.  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:10] Evidence channel 2.  Very well.  Then 24 

we play it from your side.  Thank you very much. 25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:19:15] Thank you. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:16] We have it now. 2 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 3 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:19:19](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  4 

"Beyond this barrier you have the PK9 bridge, which is the main axis for supply to 5 

Bangui, and now on it's the major point of clash between the Seleka and the 6 

Anti-Balaka militia.   7 

Ever since the president resigned, these combatants do not have a chief, but they are 8 

still putting up the fight.   9 

Since for the past three days we're observing that we did not react.  But since they 10 

decided to open, we could -- we did open fire.  We -- we replied.  We have the 11 

Anti-Balaka on the other side of the bridge.   12 

"For the moment, the two groups are looking at each other, they're just observing, but 13 

the rockets are ready to be launched, less than 200 metres of distance between the 14 

fighters.  The caporal-chef Rombhot commands the small troops.   15 

"No, we did not attack.  There was no fire.  They are the ones who started fire.   16 

"Working with the French army is a project of both sides, but for the moment it's not 17 

looking realistic at all.   18 

Now they've -- you really have to open up the barrier because they've -- so I'm going 19 

with two vehicles and I'll explain that I'm here this evening and, if there is fire, I will 20 

retaliate.   21 

"The Seleka have been warned, anyone who would use weapons would actually 22 

receive firing from the French.  And for the Anti-Balaka, they -- they have to say that 23 

they -- they have to be told that they shouldn't fire.  Here, they know that it would 24 

be the same -- so the person who attacks will be eliminated.  It's going to be the same 25 
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treatment for anyone.   1 

So what's happening around this bridge is basically -- should displace the crisis.  So 2 

you've got the Anti-Balaka and the Seleka and then you've got the international forces 3 

trying to broker peace."  4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:21:41] 5 

Q.   [12:21:41] Mr Witness, were you able to see and hear that video? 6 

A.   [12:21:53] Yes, I did see it and I heard it.  7 

Q.   [12:21:59] Okay.  And did you recognise the individuals on the Anti-Balaka 8 

side at least that were shown in the video? 9 

A.   [12:22:13] Yes, I did recognise some of them, the Anti-Balaka.  You have Habib 10 

Beina, it's unfortunate he's already dead.  I saw Momokama, there's Seda, Goliatha.  11 

They're around him.  And there are some, I don't know them -- I don't know the 12 

names, but I recognise their faces.  13 

Q.   [12:22:51] Okay.  I just want to show you a couple of still frames, if I can, 14 

hopefully. 15 

If we can go to 51 seconds and hold it there, we'll see if we can -- no? 16 

Do you recognise this individual sitting down with a couple of guns under -- next to 17 

him? 18 

A.   [12:24:04] No.  He has camouflaged with a band. 19 

Q.   [12:24:18] Are those the types of weapons, if you know, are those the types of 20 

weapons that were available to and used by Yekatom's group? 21 

A.   [12:24:37] That's right.  It's a rocket launcher with AK and it's propulsive 22 

ammunition.  That is Beina. 23 

Q.   [12:24:53] That's at -- it appears to be 41 seconds in this one.  The last one was 24 

at 49 seconds with the person sitting down.  25 
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We're now at 39 seconds.  Do you recognise the individual on the right of the screen, 1 

that is left of Mr Beina? 2 

A.   [12:25:24] Could you please zoom in? 3 

Q.   [12:25:38] We'll try.  4 

It's okay if you don't recognise him, that's fine.  So just let us know. 5 

A.   [12:25:45] It's Momokama.  6 

Q.   [12:25:52] Let's take -- and that's at 39 seconds.  7 

Let's take a look at 1 minute 54 seconds.  Actually, it might not be true to this version 8 

of the video, but let's see.  It's before this, I think.  9 

Okay.  That's good.  This is at 1 minute 51 seconds in the video.  Do you recognise 10 

the individuals here?  Obviously we can see Mr Yekatom right in the foreground and 11 

next to him Mr Beina.  Do you recognise anyone else in this -- in this sequence? 12 

A.   [12:27:03] The -- I do not recognise the others.  Their face is camouflaged so it's 13 

really hard for me to identify them. 14 

Q.   [12:27:16] Okay.  That's fine.  And we can move on to a different -- a different 15 

part now. 16 

At paragraph 79 of your statement, which is again tab 4, CAR-OTP-2102-0160.  You 17 

describe -- sorry, you have something to say.  Go ahead.  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:27:46] Yes, you may speak, Mr Witness. 19 

THE WITNESS:  [12:27:52](Interpretation) I would like to relieve myself, if you could 20 

just grant me the leave. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:28:00] Of course, Mr Witness.  Take your time. 22 

(The witness exits the video-link location) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:28:18] Well, we could discuss -- Mr Vanderpuye, 24 

you were too quick.  We could discuss how we continue during the block. 25 
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Mr Vanderpuye, you were too quick putting your earphones off.  We could discuss 1 

how we could continue perhaps during the block.  2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:28:33] Sorry.  A little bit uncoordinated today. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:28:38] No problem.  No problem. 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:28:40] I expect -- it seems like I'm on time, for once.  So if 5 

that's the case, and assuming that the Defence is relatively true to the schedule, I think 6 

we'll probably only get through the next witness before the -- I think we'll get through 7 

1839, I think is next, and -- and that will be it.  I don't think there's enough 8 

time -- although we've reduced our estimate, we believe we can reduce our estimate 9 

for 2419, would be the witness after (Overlapping speakers)  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:29:15] Yeah, I understand.  I had a little bit of 11 

hope.  12 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:29:19] Unless we -- I mean, it depends on whether we sit 13 

longer sessions and things like that.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:29:24] We have to be flexible, then, perhaps. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:29:26] But I think even if we did that --  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:29:27] Yeah, well, we cannot force it.  And 17 

any -- for how long would we need for 2419, how many days? 18 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:29:37] I think there was quite some -- I think the estimate 19 

was something like 5 hours or something for the Defence, just Mr Yekatom.  Am I 20 

wrong?  I think that's right. 21 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:29:49] You're correct. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:29:51] Yeah.  And so if we do two hours, I think that's still 23 

(Overlapping speakers)  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:29:54] But no, no, I thought that perhaps another 25 
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witness could be, you know, a so-called short witness, a one-day witness, but that's 1 

not possible. 2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:30:03] I don't think so.  I think the only one is -- I don't 3 

want to -- I think 1528 is the other one, but I don't think even that one we can squeeze 4 

in. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:30:14] Then let's leave it at that for the moments. 6 

Mr Witness is back.  You can continue, Mr Vanderpuye.  7 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:30:29] I was going to go to paragraph 79 of the statement, 8 

that's at tab 4 -- oh, it's already here.  Great. 9 

Q.   [12:30:39] All right.  So in this paragraph you refer to, Mr Witness, that 10 

Mr Yekatom was in control of about half of Bimbo 1 and then a number of other 11 

places up to Mbaiki, including Pissa, you have here Boda, Kapou, Ndagala, 12 

Mongoumba, Sekia, as well as Zila.   13 

So I wanted to ask you first how do you know this, where did this information come 14 

from?  And whether or not you yourself have seen that he has or had control over 15 

these areas.  So if you could tell us without identifying yourself that would be 16 

helpful.  17 

A.   [12:31:42] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  It's not information which I heard but it's 18 

something I saw with my own eyes.  I experienced it, I touched it, I was part of it.  19 

So this gentleman and -- this gentleman occupied this area up to Boda, et cetera, 20 

et cetera, et cetera.  I experienced that myself.  21 

Q.   [12:32:12] And in what period of time did he have control over these areas to 22 

your knowledge? 23 

A.   [12:32:30] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  I've just told you that it was the moment 24 

when Djotodia left power on 10 January, not February, 2014.  At the same month 25 
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when this gentleman occupied this area.  1 

Q.   [12:32:54] That's very helpful.  Do you know if there were checkpoints that 2 

were set up in these locations?  Or on that route or axis? 3 

A.   [12:33:19] Yes, your Honour.  On the other side of the bridge PK9 at Pissmiss, 4 

there is a checkpoint.  And on arrival to Sekia, there's a checkpoint there.  And also 5 

arriving at Pissa, there is a roadblock of Pissa, his men are there.  And also at Mbaiki, 6 

there is a checkpoint.  All along the road, the route you will find his men.  In the 7 

villages, in some of the villages, they were all elements there who spent some time 8 

there, carried out checks, et cetera, et cetera.  Slept there.  That's the position, 9 

Mr Prosecutor.  10 

Q.   [12:34:21] All right.  That's helpful as well.  11 

And do you know who manned these checkpoints?  What was done there by the 12 

individuals that were -- that were stationed there?  What were they doing? 13 

A.   [12:34:57] Thank you very much, your Honour.  These checkpoints that you see 14 

caused a lot, a lot, a lot of crises in Bimbo.  The head of the post at these checkpoints, 15 

there is a person called Momokama, and you also find Beina, Beina who has passed 16 

away, and also some soldiers and also Anti-Balaka fighters.  To pass these 17 

checkpoints, God had to be with you, really.  Otherwise, you could be killed.  So 18 

you had to be really careful.   19 

They were there to check the vehicles, to control the motorbikes, the people, and also 20 

to find out what equipment there was in the various vehicles, and whether it was a 21 

vehicle of the Muslims or the positions of the Muslims or whether the Muslims were 22 

passing through or finding out who was passing through in order to aid their position, 23 

to betray their position.  These were all the points that checkpoints were looking for.  24 

There were many roles they played, Mr Prosecutor.  25 
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Q.   [12:36:52] Thank you.  You mention also Mongoumba, which is far south.  1 

And you indicated that you had an opportunity to go to these locations.  Did you 2 

have a chance to go down to -- all the way down to Mongoumba as well? 3 

A.   [12:37:34] No, Mr Prosecutor. 4 

Q.   [12:37:35] And there are a few other locations indicated here, Botambi, Djimba, 5 

M'Poko.  Were you able to go to those locations? 6 

A.   [12:37:51] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  I stayed at the other bridge.  I was 7 

looking over there.  And I often went to the other side of the river, M'Poko, and I 8 

saw his men.  I walked and passed through sometimes.  I found his men at 9 

Golgotha.  There's a checkpoint by the river which controlled all the movement that 10 

was coming and going, and it was there which I saw what was going on.  It wasn't 11 

working between us.  He knew that I didn't go move around completely freely, that I 12 

limited where I went. 13 

Q.   [12:38:54] Okay.  Thank you for that clarification.  14 

I'd like to show you a video.  Tab 16, CAR-OTP-2055-2610.  And I would like to 15 

play you from 1:18 to 3:15.  And then I'll play you a second segment from 7:14 to 8:20.  16 

The first has a translation.  I don't know if we've got it on the booth, but I don't have 17 

it on my list.  The translation ERN is CAR-OTP-2122-2271, and we'll go from 18 

page 2275, line 36, to 2276, line 103.  We'll start there and then we'll do the next one. 19 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:40:13] The English booth has not got any translation.  20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:40:20] Just wait a second. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:40:21] Are you interested in what is being said 22 

in the video or are you again more interested in what is being shown? 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:40:28] It's a bit of both (Overlapping speakers)  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:40:31] Okay.  Then we try to get a translation 25 
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somewhere --  1 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:40:34] (Overlapping speakers)  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:40:35] -- to facilitate the work for the -- yeah, 3 

yeah, to facilitate the work for the interpreters.  4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:40:51] All right.  We have the transcript references then as 5 

well.  CAR-OTP-2107-6906, from page 6906, line 39, to page 6910, line 103.  That's 6 

the first one.  And then I'll give the second reference when we're ready. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:41:19] So when you -- no, the interpreters don't 8 

get it. 9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:41:21] Maybe if we could have it displayed on the screen, 10 

that would be helpful. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:41:26] Okay.  Then we have done that before.  12 

That would be a good idea.  We can display it for the interpreters on the screen and 13 

then they can read it out from there.  14 

Well, it's easy to say from my side, but perhaps not so easy to execute.  15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:42:13] I think we're okay. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:42:15] Are we okay?  Yes, we are.  We can 17 

play it now. 18 

Thank you very much to the interpreters. 19 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:42:23](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  21 

"Journalist:  The bridge PK9 at kilometre 9 is the exit of the capital on the strategic 22 

axis.   23 

On the other side, the DG of the gendarmerie has a meeting with the allies which is 24 

very surprising.   25 
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"JK:  Colonel.  1 

"HWL:  Minister. 2 

"JK:  Welcome.   3 

"HWL:  Thank you.   4 

"JK:  We are delighted to see you.   5 

"HWL:  Us too.   6 

"Journalist:  These men belong to an Anti-Balaka group, Christian militia who are 7 

about covering a hundred kilometres of the route.   8 

"HWL:  You see the gendarmerie is stopping at the barrier which we've just crossed.  9 

What is happening after the barrier is something we can't control.  Today the men 10 

today intercept stolen goods.  The false Central Africans who want to destroy our 11 

country and hand them over to the gendarmerie.  This is the collaboration.   12 

"Journalist:  The gendarmerie have no other choice but to work with the Anti-Balaka 13 

who is regarded as the enemy of the peace by Catherine Samba, the new president of 14 

the Central African Republic.   15 

"Journalist:  The militia group is led by Caporal Chef Rombhot.  They have installed 16 

themselves here about six weeks ago.  At that time, no one could enter.  The former 17 

soldiers carried out an offensive in PK9.  Under his order, an Anti-Balaka group 18 

barricaded themselves in this house and harassed the position in front of them.  19 

Their aim is to have a guard held by the Seleka who are mainly Muslims under 20 

international president, the President Djotodia who was came to power, was forced to 21 

resign, and Bangui has fallen into chaos.   22 

"Journalist:  At this stage Souleymane and his men maintain their position, even the 23 

general of the Seleka are fleeing."   24 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:44:33] Thank you very much to the interpreters for that. 25 
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Q.   [12:44:37] Did you have an opportunity to see and hear that, Mr Witness? 1 

A.   [12:44:50] Well seen, well heard, Mr Prosecutor. 2 

Q.   [12:44:53] Do you recognise the locations shown in that video? 3 

A.   [12:45:01] Yes, Mr Prosecutor.  It is the checkpoint of Pissmiss on the other side 4 

of PK9.  5 

Q.   [12:45:23] You said the bridge of PK9? 6 

A.   [12:45:33] Yes, the other -- *on the other side of the PK9 bridge, where Pissmiss' 7 

house was, Pissmiss' building.  That's where I saw.  8 

Q.   [12:45:46] Did you recognise the individuals that were shown in that sequence? 9 

A.   [12:45:55] Yes, Mr Prosecutor, I recognise some people.  I recognise quite a few 10 

people in that extract, but the names escape me.  But I do remember some of the 11 

names.  12 

Q.   [12:46:15] Okay, that's no problem.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:46:20] He can tell us which name -- yeah, okay. 14 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:46:24] Yes, indeed. 15 

Q.   [12:46:26] Mr President is asking which names of individuals do you remember 16 

or did you see? 17 

A.   [12:46:40] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  *Amongst those various people, the 18 

authorities, I saw Kokaté.  Kokaté was there.  I saw Kokaté.  And then on the 19 

military side, there was Yekatom with his men surrounding him.  You can see the 20 

colonel from the gendarmerie talking to them.  You see many elements.  I know 21 

them to see them, but I don't really know their names.  So that's more or less what I 22 

know.  But I did see Kokaté there.  23 

Q.   [12:47:14] Did you see Kamezolai in there? 24 

A.   [12:47:23] No, Kamezolai, no.  Kamezolai is not there amongst them. 25 
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Q.   [12:47:28] Let me show you 1 minute 57 seconds of this video.  1 

No, that's not it.  We have to go before.   2 

51 seconds.   3 

Take a look at this screen, tell me if you recognise the individuals in this sequence.  4 

A.   [12:48:29] Yes, I see now.  As the image was not so clear before, now I see now.  5 

On the right-hand of the colonel of the gendarmerie, you will see Mr Kokaté.  And 6 

next to -- on the right of Mr Kokaté is Captain Kamezolai next to him.  Et cetera.  7 

There are also other elements who are in the background, so I can't see their faces 8 

clearly.  So Kamezolai is there amongst them. 9 

Q.   [12:49:14] I'd like to show you a document.  This is tab 18, CAR-OTP-2030-0232.  10 

This is a list or -- entitled a Liste des Com Zones Anti-Balaka, which has been, I believe, 11 

submitted in evidence, but in any event presented in Court on a number of occasions.  12 

And I wanted to, first of all, ask you if you've seen this document before.  13 

Maybe we can zoom out so he can get a better look at what it looks like.  14 

A.   [12:50:38] No, I haven't seen this document before.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:50:47] Can we enlarge it a little bit, please.  16 

Thank you.  17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:51:01] 18 

Q.   [12:51:01] I wanted to ask you if you recognise these names as people that were 19 

involved with the Anti-Balaka or whether ComZones or otherwise, to your 20 

knowledge or in the course of your interactions with them.  21 

A.   [12:51:30] Could you please zoom in a bit more?  Okay.  It's fine like this.  I 22 

know some of them.  Not all of them, but some of them I know.  They're all there 23 

and I do know some of them. 24 

Q.   [12:51:51] All right.  If we can ...  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:01] Mr Vanderpuye, are you interested in all 1 

the names the witness recognises?  Because -- 2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:52:09] There are a few that I want to draw his attention to 3 

but they're on the next page (Overlapping speakers)  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:13] Okay, then. Then if you want to draw 5 

some out, yeah, yeah, then -- but otherwise, I would have suggested that we give the 6 

witness an opportunity over the break to look into the list and then ask him.  Would 7 

perhaps be quicker. 8 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:52:25] I think you might be right.  Let's do that, then. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:28] Okay, then we do that. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:52:31] Thank you, Mr President. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:52:36] And I think we don't need a lunch break 12 

then until quarter past -- no, let's resume at a quarter past 2, so we have nearly one 13 

and a half hour.  Okay? 14 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:52:56] All rise.  15 

(Recess taken at 12.52 p.m.)  16 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.32 p.m.) 17 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:32:17] All rise. 18 

Please be seated. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:41] Good afternoon, everyone. 20 

I've been informed that the witness has looked into the document, and I think 21 

it's -- does it already have an ERN number, so to speak? 22 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:33:00] Yes, Mr President.  It's CAR-REG-0001-0010. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:33:08] So I think we can, Mr Vanderpuye, put 24 

this document to the witness, draw one or two out, if you want, and then that might 25 
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be pars pro toto, so to speak. 1 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:33:18] Yes, Mr President.  I -- I wanted to show the second 2 

part of the video clip, and then I'll go to that document and then (Overlapping 3 

speakers)  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:33:27] Absolutely.  But since we -- 5 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:33:27] No, we're not going to dwell on it -- 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:33:29] -- have it now annotated and it has been 7 

done now on the spot, not under our observation, but nearly under our observation, I 8 

think we can shorten the procedure here.  Thank you. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:33:41] Thank you, Mr President.  10 

Q.   [14:33:49] For the second -- good afternoon, Mr Witness.  For the second part of 11 

this video clip I wanted to show, it's at tab 16 once again, CAR-OTP-2055-2610.  And 12 

we'll play, this time, 7 minutes 14 seconds -- 13 

A.   [14:34:09] Thank you very much. 14 

Q.   [14:34:12] I heard something.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:34:13] No, no, he thanked you.  And since we 16 

have now an interruption, Mr Witness, thank you very much to you, specifically, that 17 

you undertook this during the break and made this annotation.  Thank you for that 18 

from the side of the Chamber. 19 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:34:39](Interpretation of the video excerpt) "And it's been 21 

years this is happening, so the end of -- Rombhot is ill and" --  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:34:48] I think we have to start that again.  23 

That's not a problem.  I was talking and the video already started.   24 

The interpreters, do you have a translation for that?  25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [14:34:58] I don't think so, your Honour. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:01] Can you do it on the spot? 2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:35:03] I will do my best, your Honour. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:04] Okay.  Then we play it again and you try 4 

to do it on the spot.  So thank you very much. 5 

Please play it again. 6 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:35:37](Interpretation of the video excerpt) "A surprise.  8 

This is" --  9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:35:44] If I could just give the transcript and translation 10 

reference (Overlapping speakers)  11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:47] I think -- I think we have them. 12 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:35:49] Oh, we have them?  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:50] No, no, I think he will -- he will be able --   14 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:35:50] Okay.  All right. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:35:51] -- will be able to -- simply play it.  It was 16 

very short.  Please. 17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:35:55] Okay.  Thanks.  18 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  19 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:35:58](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  20 

"Journalist:  Surprise, this is Lance Corporal Rombhot.  He's clean-shaven.  The 21 

two men that were fighting on each other -- fighting against each other a few weeks 22 

ago, they're in the hospital.  They've known each other for years.  Rombhot's wife is 23 

ill and Rombhot is trying to find desperately some medication for her.  He's in too 24 

much of a rush to speak to us, so he will see us tomorrow at PK9 at the bridge.   25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-166-Red3-ENG CT WT 21-10-2022 58/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 

21.10.2022          Page 59 
 

And we see him surrounded by his militiamen.  Not many weapons are visible.  1 

He's trying to come across as respectable, despite -- even at the checkpoint, cars are 2 

stopped and searched.  3 

But Souleymane, you were this side of the bridge last time and the enemy -- or your 4 

opponent on other side and you were fighting against each other, weren't you? 5 

"AY:  Yes, with my brothers, the Seleka. 6 

"Journalist:  Yes, but you knew them, you knew each other, didn't you?  7 

"YN:  Yes, but if you want -- you have to defend yourself, if somebody is seeking to 8 

kill you.    9 

"Journalist:  And where did you find the means to do that?  10 

"AY:  I had 3000 men.   11 

"Journalist:  3000 men.   12 

"AY:  And we had to help put into barracks people who weren't soldiers.   13 

"Journalist:  Rombhot was in a position of strength to negotiate a good position in 14 

the army.  After months of fighting, his house was ransacked and his eight children 15 

were scattered across the country, but he doesn't regret anything.   16 

"YN:  I fought against the Seleka, because this is my country.  I am a career soldier.  17 

I don't want to live in the bush.  I don't want to live in another country.  And I went 18 

into the forest and came out to defend my country. 19 

"Journalist:  The Anti-Balaka don't have a similar set of circumstances.  Fifty are in 20 

Bangui prison waiting for trial.  The Ngaragba central prison, in there we see a 21 

mutiny under way.  The Anti-Balaka detainees are former high-ranking officers in 22 

the prison and they try to rule there." 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:38:16] Well, first of all, that was much longer 24 

than expected, therefore, a big thank you for the interpreter that it worked out 25 
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anyway.  Thank you very much. 1 

Mr Vanderpuye, your questions. 2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:38:30] Thank you very much, Mr President. 3 

And thank you to the interpreters for keeping up with that. 4 

Q.   [14:38:37] A few questions I wanted to ask you about.  First of all, did you 5 

recognise the location by the bridge there that was depicted in this video footage?  6 

A.   [14:38:55] Yes, I know the place well, Mr Prosecutor. 7 

Q.   [14:39:04] And is that the area of the PK9 bridge, Pissmiss, that you described 8 

earlier in your testimony?  Around there. 9 

A.   [14:39:22] That's it, yes. 10 

Q.   [14:39:27] Were you aware of fighting between the Anti-Balaka, that is 11 

Yekatom's group, and the Seleka in that area as we can hear is being described or 12 

discussed in the video footage with Mr Yekatom?  13 

A.   [14:39:57] Thank you very much.  Thank you for your question.  There was no 14 

fighting between the Seleka and the Anti-Balaka at that particular location, at PK9.  15 

*But when PK9 was taken, the Sangaris forces were there, and they locked down the 16 

area.  So there wasn't an Anti-Balaka-Seleka clash up until the point when the Seleka 17 

left that particular location.  18 

Q.   [14:40:46] You heard, I'm sure, in the video that Mr Yekatom said he had 3,000 19 

elements.  Was that the case according to your recollection or knowledge at that 20 

time?  21 

A.   [14:41:11] Yes, that's right.  I even mentioned it in my written statement, and 22 

that's -- that's right.  23 

Q.   [14:41:25] And I think there was a reference to the checkpoints that you referred 24 

to earlier in your testimony.  Do you know if the -- 25 
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A.   [14:41:41] I'm sorry, would you mind repeating your question.  1 

Q.   [14:41:52] Do you know if -- there is a reference in this video footage.  I think 2 

Mr Yekatom refers to checkpoints.  So my question was, do you know if those 3 

checkpoints were used as a means to -- to get funds or money to be able to feed the 4 

elements, his -- his elements?  5 

A.   [14:42:25] Thank you.  I think I've -- I think I've told you previously, in a 6 

previous answer, now that particular place, really, generally caused crises in Bimbo.  7 

And it was designed, that checkpoint, to get money to stop vehicles, if the vehicles 8 

had Muslims in them or the luggage were belonging to Muslim or to kill traitors.  9 

Basically the checkpoint was really -- was spoken about, and if that checkpoint 10 

was -- was set up and it was really used for the devil's purposes. 11 

Q.   [14:43:32] I'd like to ask you some questions -- sorry.  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:43:33] Mr Vanderpuye, again, wait two or three 13 

seconds, please. 14 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:43:39] I'm sorry. 15 

Q.   [14:43:42] I'd like to ask you some questions about the list that you marked. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:43:47] Ms Dimitri has the floor.  17 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:43:49] Thank you.  Thank you, Mr President. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:43:50] Is there a translation issue?  No.  19 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:43:52] No.  Just before you change subject, Mr Vanderpuye, I 20 

don't think we have the time frame of the video shown for the record.  The time 21 

stamp was not given. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:44:02] Yes.  Yes, I think you are right.  But that 23 

should not be a problem. 24 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:44:07] Yes, I think there is an indication in the video 25 
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footage itself which indicates 11 January as part of the footage.  And then there's a -- 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:44:15] Indeed, I have seen that too. 2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:44:18] Oh, the time -- I'm sorry, the time stamp 3 

reference -- the reference (Overlapping speakers)  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:44:20] No, no, Ms Dimitri -- Ms Dimitri is not 5 

speaking about the date. 6 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:44:23] Got it, got it, got it.  Indeed.  I think we played it 7 

from 7 minutes to about 8 minutes 50 -- 9 minutes and 4 seconds.  That's the time 8 

reference.  Sorry about that. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:44:37] Thank you.  No, because we all know 10 

that this is very important if we sit all -- we will sit in deliberations and we want to 11 

follow what has happened and, of course, also counsel for their further work, yeah. 12 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:44:54] Thank you.  I appreciate that. 13 

Q.   [14:44:56] What I wanted to show you or ask you about was the list that you 14 

marked, I guess, over the break.  I don't have the reference number for it, though.   15 

Maybe Registry can help me out with this one and pull that up on the screen, if it's 16 

there.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:45:21] Well, I think we have it now on the screen, 18 

haven't we? 19 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:45:24] Okay.  Yeah, we do, we do, we do. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:45:29] Okay. 21 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:45:31] 22 

Q.   [14:45:31] For the record, the reference is CAR-REG-0001-0010.  Thank you very 23 

much. 24 

I'm just showing the document that you marked.  You are the one who placed these 25 
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Xs next to these names; is that right, Mr Witness?  1 

A.   [14:45:56] Yes, I did. 2 

Q.   [14:45:59] And these -- these are individuals with whom you were familiar with 3 

and were in the movement or in the group of Anti-Balaka indicated here?  4 

A.   [14:46:19] That's right, yes. 5 

Q.   [14:46:23] Okay.  I'm not going to go through the whole list, but you've 6 

marked -- you have gone all the way through the list yourself and marked those 7 

individuals who you knew or knew about.  Is that fair to say?  8 

A.   [14:46:46] That's right, yes. 9 

Q.   [14:46:48] Okay.  Then I'll -- let me ask you about just a couple of people then.   10 

If we can go to item number or the person at number 61, I'm not sure what page it 11 

would be in this document, but I think it's probably about three pages or four pages 12 

in.  61.  Okay.  Perfect. 13 

Do you -- this person named Junior Keapex, you are aware of this person?  Tell us 14 

who he is. 15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:47:40] Overlapping speakers. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:47:42] Mr Witness, there was an overlap 17 

between you and the Prosecutor.  Could you please repeat what you said about 18 

Mr Keapex. 19 

THE WITNESS:  [14:47:58](Interpretation) Thank you very much. 20 

Mr Keapex was a Yekatom element -- Rombhot.  That was who he was.  21 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:48:19] 22 

Q.   [14:48:19] What about Sakada? 23 

A.   [14:48:30] These were his elements, Sakada including. 24 

Q.   [14:48:38] And number 68? 25 
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A.   [14:48:51] Ondimba, again one of his elements. 1 

Q.   [14:48:56] And you've marked Beorofei at number 74. 2 

A.   [14:49:07] Yes, he was next to Rambo at Yamwara. 3 

Q.   [14:49:19] Can I just go up to number 20 for a minute.  Number 20 is an 4 

individual by the name of Guy Mazimbele.  This is the person you were referring to 5 

earlier in your testimony? 6 

A.   [14:49:38] Yes, that's him, at Yamwara. 7 

Q.   [14:49:46] Okay.  That's all I'll do with this document.  Thanks very much for 8 

that.  9 

A.   [14:49:51] He's been dead a while. 10 

Q.   [14:49:54] I want to take you --  11 

A.   [14:49:56] Thank you. 12 

Q.   [14:49:57] I'd like to take you to paragraph 70 of your statement.  And that 13 

should be at tab 4 in the French, CAR-OTP-2102-0160, page 1 -- 0174.   14 

In this paragraph of your statement, you indicate that Mr Ngaïssona was the general 15 

coordinator of the Anti-Balaka and that he coordinated the actions of the movement.  16 

If something went wrong in the country, he would call the ComZones and would, for 17 

example, order them to erect roadblocks, and when he said something, everyone had 18 

to execute.  19 

So in respect of that, when you say that he coordinated the actions of the movement, 20 

what did you mean?  What did you observe?  21 

A.   [14:51:14] Thank you for your question.  If I could just have a couple of minutes 22 

because I need to explain this in greater detail. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:51:34] Yes, Mr Witness, take your time.  Please 24 

give your answer. 25 
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THE WITNESS:  [14:51:43](Interpretation) Thank you very much. 1 

This is about Mr Ngaïssona.  When Djotodia left power, Ngaïssona was in Bangui 2 

and there was no nobody there to *coordinate the Anti-Balaka.  So he took upon 3 

himself to be coordinator of the Anti-Balaka so as to control the Anti-Balaka leaders, if 4 

there was any slippages or things got out of control.  *So that's how this gentleman 5 

became the coordinator of the Anti-Balaka during a meeting at the UNDP.  All of us, 6 

everybody voted -- had elected that person as the general coordinator of the 7 

Anti-Balaka.  8 

*So he was responsible for coordinating the Anti-Balaka.  If a chief got out of hand, 9 

he could order that the chief be arrested and put in prison.  Or if Mrs President did 10 

something wrong, then he could order that a bit of pressure be applied to clear things 11 

up.  He could tell people to barricade the road to clear things up.  So he was 12 

responsible for coordinating things.  He was the coordinator.  That was his role, Mr 13 

Prosecutor.  14 

And if you wish to ask any follow-up questions, then I'm ready to answer them.  15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:53:39] 16 

Q.   [14:53:41] Thank you for your answer. 17 

Before the unified coordination was established in this meeting at the UNDP, do you 18 

know what Mr Ngaïssona's role was after he returned to Bangui? 19 

So our information, and you can correct us if we are wrong, is that the unified 20 

coordination was set up in June 2014, whereas Mr Ngaïssona returned to Bangui in 21 

January 2014.  So my question is:  Do you know what his role was within the group 22 

between January 2014 and June 2014?  23 

A.   [14:54:46] Thank you.  Thanks for your question.  So in January, he went -- he 24 

returned when Djotodia had left power.  Now, at that point in time, {ICR: (Redacted)} 25 
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Rambo, {PFR: (Redacted)} in the south -- well, we are from the south.  And he and 1 

others, he was in command.  He was commanding those in the north.  It was only 2 

afterwards, after a meeting in Pissmiss, an extraordinary meeting in Pissmiss, there 3 

was the appointment of the coordinator who should control the south in the person of 4 

Wenezoui.  And after that, an association called MOUDA was responsible for the 5 

links between those two separate sections.  And this was successful in the UNDP, 6 

and it was therefore a single movement.  There was no longer a northern part and a 7 

southern part.  It became unified.  And that's where Mr Ngaïssona became the 8 

umbrella coordinator, the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka, and all the way 9 

through to the present day. 10 

But Mr Ngaïssona's role in January all the way through -- I don't -- I'm not familiar 11 

really with his role because in those days, he wasn't {PFR: (Redacted)}.  He was with 12 

the people in the north.  So I don't really have any real idea of what he said or was 13 

saying.  But -- but we did elect him to that position as general coordinator.  And 14 

that's when I was more privy to his actions.  But beforehand, before that, I wasn't 15 

really aware.  Thank you. 16 

Q.   [14:57:10] Thank you, Mr Witness. 17 

Let me ask you about paragraph 47 of your statement.  And that should be -- yeah, 18 

just a couple of pages ahead. 19 

In this paragraph, you note that the Anti-Balaka north was commanded by former 20 

president Bozizé.  He gave the orders.  And you say in the second -- in the third 21 

sentence that Ngaïssona, Mokom and Francis Bozizé financed the Anti-Balaka to buy 22 

weapons and ammunition.  They were given orders through Captain Ngremangou, 23 

Konate, Wangai, Wenezoui, Father Kob, Kokaté. 24 

So my question is, first, how did you come into this information?  How do you know 25 
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it?  And before you answer, if your answer would identify you, then let us know, 1 

and we can proceed in private session, if Mr President allows that.  But -- so that's 2 

my question.   3 

First, how do you know that Ngaïssona and Mokom and Francis Bozizé financed the 4 

Anti-Balaka to buy weapons and ammunition? 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:58:57] Wait a second with your answer. 6 

Ms Dimitri. 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:59:00] Thank you, Mr President.  Unless I'm mistaken, 8 

Mr Vanderpuye gave the name of Kokaté which was scratched out in the corrections. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:59:08] Oh, you are right.  You're right. 10 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:59:10] I think the reason is because the wrong statement is on the 11 

screen.  It should be the corrected statement. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:59:16] Yeah.  Mr Vanderpuye has already 13 

backtracked from that.  Okay.  So perhaps you repeat your question.  It's always 14 

confusing for a witness if we have back and forth in the courtroom. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [14:59:30] Thank you, Mr President. 16 

Q.   [14:59:32] Well, in your statement at paragraph 47, you say that Ngaïssona, 17 

Mokom and Francis Bozizé financed the Anti-Balaka.  So my question is simply, how 18 

do you know that?  That's the first question.  The next question is when?  So let's 19 

try with first that part.  20 

A.   [14:59:56] Thank you very much.   21 

Now, regarding Ngaïssona, remember before he went to Bangui, I didn't know him, 22 

and I didn't know what he did.  So that part of Ngaïssona's history, if you will, you 23 

can leave that to one side because I don't know that very well.  But I did see him, did 24 

meet him at the UNDP, and it was there that I knew what he did and was doing.  25 
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But before that, I didn't know what he did and was doing. 1 

Now, Mokom, {ICR: (Redacted)}, I heard him speak of Mokom and they were 2 

receiving money, I heard, from Bozizé.   3 

And they were in constant contact with Mokom.  Mokom was talking about the 4 

money he was receiving from Bozizé to buy weapons.  And Bozizé's son was giving 5 

a helping hand.  And everything that flowed from that. 6 

So this information I received {ICR: (Redacted)} who beforehand was the {ICR: 7 

(Redacted)}, and I received said information from the {ICR: (Redacted)}, who was a 8 

commander.  And {PFR: (Redacted)}.   9 

He was also at Boeing. 10 

So I received information to that effect.  But as I say, Mr Ngaïssona, before that point, 11 

I didn't -- I don't know what he did.  I knew his role when he become -- when he 12 

became, rather, the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka.  And that's what I can tell, 13 

Mr Prosecutor.  14 

Q.   [15:02:23] Just so that I'm clear, in the reference that I've read to you from your 15 

statement, do you mean to say that where you say Ngaïssona, Mokom and Francis 16 

Bozizé financed the Anti-Balaka to buy weapons and ammunition, that that 17 

information as concerns Mr Ngaïssona relates to after the meeting in the UNDP?  18 

A.   [15:03:03] That is correct, Mr Prosecutor.  19 

Q.   [15:03:12] So should we understand that what you mean here is that after the 20 

meeting in the UNDP, when Mr Ngaïssona became the general coordinator, he, 21 

Mokom and Francis Bozizé financed the Anti-Balaka to buy weapons and 22 

ammunition?  Is that what we should understand?  23 

A.   [15:03:43] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor, for having asked this question.  As I have 24 

just told you, before Djotodia even left power, I mentioned different names, two 25 
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names, who got money which Bozizé sent.   1 

And from that, to go to Ngaïssona, I'm saying Ngaïssona, I didn't really know what 2 

he was doing when he was in Cameroon.  And the money that he sent, I don't know 3 

anything about that.  But I did know him when he became the general coordinator of 4 

the Anti-Balaka, when he was voted into that position at the UNDP. 5 

As regards Mokom and Francis Bozizé, et cetera, et cetera, who contributed, I heard 6 

this from {ICR: (Redacted)}, and the  7 

lieutenant.  But when they spoke about it, I didn't hear the name of Ngaïssona.  So 8 

the name of Ngaïssona is perhaps an error.  But I knew Ngaïssona from the moment 9 

when we were in UNDP and he became the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka.  10 

That's when I got to know him well and his actions.   11 

This is just what I've told you, Mr Prosecutor. 12 

If you have any other questions, I'm happy to reply.  13 

Q.   [15:05:38] I do have some other questions.  Now, you talked about the 14 

Anti-Balaka north and the Anti-Balaka south.  In terms of the Anti-Balaka north, was 15 

Maxime Mokom a member of the Anti-Balaka of the north?  16 

A.   [15:06:14] That is correct, Mr Prosecution.  If you allow me, if you give me one 17 

or two minutes, I will explain a bit about Mokom and his actions in this movement, if 18 

you allow me. 19 

Q.   [15:06:28] Please.  20 

A.   [15:06:34] Thank you very much, Mr Prosecution.  When the Anti-Balaka 21 

started or when the Seleka entered Bangui, Mokom was -- had fled to Zaire.  From 22 

there, he coordinated via orders that he received from the -- Bozizé, President Bozizé, 23 

and he passed them on to the Anti-Balaka of the north.  And when Djotodia and his 24 

mercenaries left power in the month of January 2014, Mokom entered Bangui 25 
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amongst -- and went to the Anti-Balaka of the north and not to the south.  He led 1 

and commanded the Anti-Balaka of the north, not the south.  That is the situation, 2 

Mr Prosecutor. 3 

Q.   [15:07:35] Was Andjilo a member of the Anti-Balaka of the north?  4 

A.   [15:07:50] That is correct, Mr Prosecutor.  5 

Q.   [15:07:53] What about Mazimbele Guy?  6 

A.   [15:08:04] Yes, he was from the Anti-Balaka of the north. 7 

Q.   [15:08:11] 12 Puissances?  8 

A.   [15:08:16] That's correct, Anti-Balaka of the north. 9 

Q.   [15:08:23] Dieudonné Houronti? 10 

A.   [15:08:30] That's correct, again from the north,  Anti-Balaka of the north. 11 

Q.   [15:08:38] Lieutenant Konate?  12 

A.   [15:08:45] That's correct, again, from the Anti-Balaka of the north. 13 

Q.   [15:08:55] Between January 2014 and June 2014, do you know what 14 

Mr Ngaïssona's role was with respect to the Anti-Balaka of the north?  15 

A.   [15:09:17] Sorry, could you please repeat that question.  I do apologise.  But 16 

could you repeat the question.  17 

Q.   [15:09:29] Between January 2014, when Mr Ngaïssona returned to Bangui, and 18 

June 2014, when the unified coordination was established, do you know what 19 

Mr Ngaïssona's role was with respect to the Anti-Balaka north, as you've described?  20 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:09:52] Mr President, the question was in general already 21 

answered by the witness. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:09:57] Well, but I think he -- actually I don't 23 

have it now in front of me.  But he may answer again if -- I think there is no harm in 24 

it. 25 
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Mr Witness, to your knowledge, what was the role of Mr Ngaïssona with regard to 1 

the Anti-Balaka of the north during the time period that Mr Prosecutor mentioned?  2 

THE WITNESS:  [15:10:25](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Prosecution, for having 3 

asked me this question. 4 

From January to the month when we voted Ngaïssona as the general coordinator, I've 5 

already said this in the past hours, that I really don't know much about the orders he 6 

was giving to the Anti-Balaka north.  But from the point when he was the national 7 

coordinator, I began to know his actions a bit more. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:11:05] Okay.  Fine. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:11:08] 10 

Q.   [15:11:08] Let me take you to paragraph 45 of your statement.  We can just roll 11 

up this screen, I guess, it's fine.  Just -- yes, that's fine. 12 

Towards the middle of the paragraph, you describe a split in the Anti-Balaka.  And 13 

in it you say:  14 

"The split was based on the disagreement about the return of Bozizé.  The 15 

Anti-Balaka South wanted a new government, the Anti-Balaka North wanted to 16 

restore the constitutional order, which means that Bozizé and the Parliament from 17 

before the crisis would come back." 18 

My first question -- 19 

A.   [15:12:19] Thank you very much, Mr Prosecutor. 20 

Q.   [15:12:22] My question is:  How did you come to know about the reasons 21 

underlying that split, as you describe it?  22 

A.   [15:12:43] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  I'll answer that question.  {ICR: 23 

(Redacted)}, all those names which you've just seen on the  24 

list were gathered together to make a decision to see what should happen.  And then 25 
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the spokesperson Leopold Bara discussed certain points, and the others, the other 1 

Anti-Balaka, {ICR: (Redacted)} to remain Anti-Balaka and stressed the return of the 2 

constitutional order.  And at that point, Captain Kamezolai said no, {ICR: 3 

(Redacted)}, and the others as well.  And because of that, {ICR: (Redacted)} give an 4 

opportunity or chance to the Central African people to choose their own president.  5 

So there is no question to have a return of the constitutional order, and that Bozizé 6 

should be reinstalled.  His deputy, {ICR: (Redacted)} don't want that.  So it was 7 

{ICR: (Redacted)} that Ngremangou spoke about this and it became a discussion point.  8 

That was the position. 9 

If you have any further questions, I will do my best to answer.  10 

Q.   [15:14:41] Thank you.  That's also very helpful. 11 

I wanted to ask you about a meeting that occurred on 15 May 2014, but let me just ask 12 

just generally speaking, do you recall that around that time Mr Wenezoui was named 13 

the new general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka?  14 

A.   [15:15:16] It was in 2014.  15 

Q.   [15:15:22] Yes, May 2014 is what I'm asking about.  Do you remember that?  16 

A.   [15:15:31] Yes, I do remember. 17 

Q.   [15:15:38] Before Mr Wenezoui was named the new coordinator, who was the 18 

coordinator of the Anti-Balaka?  If you know.  19 

A.   [15:15:52] There was no coordinator.  There was no coordinator.  It was at the 20 

moment when Wenezoui became coordinator of the south, but before that, there was 21 

no coordinator.  22 

Q.   [15:16:17] All right.  I would like to show you a video.  It's at tab 8, 23 

CAR-OTP-2023-2227.  I'm just going to show you this.  I don't think we have a 24 

translation for it.  I think we do, but I don't think I have it on my list, unfortunately.  25 
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But it concerns a meeting on 28 June 2014, and you might -- you might be able to 1 

provide some comment that's helpful to the Chamber about it.  I think we can play it 2 

from 24 -- let me see if we have it here.  Yeah, from about 24 seconds to 39 or so 3 

seconds.  It's a pretty short video, I think. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:56] No?  5 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:17:58] If it can assist the interpreter, the transcript is on my list, it's 6 

at tab 24. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:18:04] That's helpful.  So then let's wait until 8 

the interpreters may show us. 9 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:18:16] Please wait until we play it.  If you have 11 

it? 12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:18:17] The interpreters won't be able to have it, but we will 13 

try and do an impromptu translation. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:18:24] Okay.  Well, thank you very much for 15 

that.  So now we can play it. 16 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:18:32](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  18 

"Sébastien Wenezoui in his talk as national coordinator of the Anti-Balaka of 19 

Mr Ngaïssona indicated that the youth of the Central African Republic have formed 20 

an Anti-Balaka group to fight against the massacres of the population.  They do not 21 

want those looting and ransacking.  Samba-Panza, the president of the MOUDA 22 

association, said they should all fight together for peace and, in the meantime, their 23 

aim would be reconciliation and mediation between the daughters and sons of the 24 

country." 25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:19:50] 1 

Q.   [15:19:54] Were you able to see the footage that we've just played you?  2 

A.   [15:20:08] Yes, I've seen the video. 3 

Q.   [15:20:16] Now, we played you, I believe, from 24 seconds through to about a 4 

minute and 20.  Now what we're showing you is right at the beginning of the video, 5 

so I would say 00.  And here we can see 27 June 2014:  (Interpretation) "As of 6 

8 o'clock at the hotel Azimut, presentation of the national coordination of the 7 

Anti-Balaka by the MOUDA association."  8 

(Speaks English) This is what you were referring to in your testimony previously, 9 

right? 10 

A.   [15:21:09] That is correct. 11 

Q.   [15:21:14] As usual, I'll ask you if you recognise some of the people in the video 12 

footage and who you recognised.  13 

At 24 seconds we all saw clearly Mr Ngaïssona.  I don't think that's going to be 14 

contested.  If we could just go up there and we can stop and take a look and see who 15 

you recognise in that footage.  16 

A.   [15:21:55] Okay. 17 

Q.   [15:21:56] Yeah.  Who do you recognise here?  18 

A.   [15:22:04] That is the general coordinator who is on the left of Mr Wenezoui.  19 

And on the right of the coordinator, the general coordinator, is Wenezoui.  Behind 20 

them -- behind them is the new, the new spokesperson, Emotion Namsio.  And on 21 

the other side, who has glasses, I don't know who he is exactly.  I don't really know 22 

him.  So the three of them I've mentioned, those are the ones I recognise.  23 

Q.   [15:22:55] Okay.  And if we could just go very briefly to 39.  Okay.  We are 24 

now at 39 seconds, I think.  39:20.  Do you recognise the individuals in this frame?  25 
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A.   [15:23:29] I know all of them on that frame.  Number 1 over there at the end, 1 

the name escapes me, and then there is Zilabo Paleon next to him.  And next to 2 

Paleon Zilabo is Kokaté.  And next to Kokaté is Mokom, which -- who is currently in 3 

The Hague.  And the one over there is -- I can't think of his name for the moment.  4 

But if during this afternoon's session I remember his name, I'll tell you his name.  I 5 

know who he is because he was the minister and the return -- after the return of 6 

Brazzaville and his name was given to Madam Samba-Panza and he was nominated 7 

as minister, minister of agriculture.  But I just can't think of his name for the moment.  8 

But if I remember, I'll let you know. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:24:49] Well, I think there is nothing indecent in 10 

putting a name to him if you are interested and if this jogs his memory, if you want. 11 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:25:00] I was going to move on, Mr President. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:25:02] Well, then move on. 13 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:25:04] Thank you. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:25:06] I only wanted to help. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:25:08] No, I think you have -- you have helped indeed.    16 

Q.   [15:25:13] There is a document I'd like to show you, Mr Witness, and that is at 17 

tab 17.  This may help jog your memory, but it's at tab 17, CAR-OTP-2001-6924.  18 

And maybe we can have that up on the screen in evidence 1.  It's a list of participants 19 

at the Brazzaville forum in July 2014.   20 

I'd like to go to page 6926, please.   21 

And I just want you to take a look at that list here and under Anti-Balaka to confirm 22 

that these are indeed, if you know, the individuals who attend the forum.  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:34] Mr Witness, I give you the floor.  You 24 

may speak, Mr Witness. 25 
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THE WITNESS:  [15:26:44](Interpretation) The name that I was looking for is number 1 

7, Vomitiade Romaric.  That's the name I was looking.  He was next to -- 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:59] Thank you. 3 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:27:02] Thank you. 4 

Q.   [15:27:04] And you can confirm --   5 

A.   [15:27:05] -- Paleon. 6 

Q.   [15:27:06] -- that all of these individuals were there, to your knowledge, at least.  7 

Mr Ngaïssona signed that agreement?  8 

A.   [15:27:13] That is correct, Mr Prosecutor.  That is correct, Mr Prosecutor. 9 

Q.   [15:27:26] Let me show you a different document then.  This is at tab 7, 10 

CAR-OTP-2087-9029.  And we will go to page 9031.  First let me ask if you 11 

recognise the signature that appears above Mr Ngaïssona's name on this document.  12 

A.   [15:28:24] Yes, I see the signature. 13 

Q.   [15:28:47] I'm following the transcript.  I don't see the witness's answer in there.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:53] I've understood that he, well, recognises 15 

that he sees the signature.  I don't know what this exactly means.  Perhaps you 16 

could try to narrow it down a little bit. 17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:29:07] 18 

Q.   [15:29:07] Do you recognise that signature?  Have you seen it before?  19 

A.   [15:29:19] No, I don't recall.  I don't recognise or recall that signature. 20 

Q.   [15:29:24] Do you know if during the course of the Brazzaville talks the 21 

government provided certain sums of money to the participating groups?  22 

A.   [15:29:53] Yes, that's right, Mr Prosecutor.  23 

Q.   [15:30:00] What can you tell the Chamber about that?  24 

A.   [15:30:09] Thank you.  Now, *the forum in Brazzaville  lasted three days, that 25 
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particular forum.  And when the forum finished, the president, the sitting president 1 

provided 2 million per participant, 2 million, 2 million, as I say, per person, for the 2 

Anti-Balaka.  It's Maxime Mokom who received the money, because Ngaïssona 3 

was -- had already returned on the third day, he had already returned.  Ngaïssona 4 

left instructions to Maxime Mokom to receive that money.  Maxime Mokom 5 

therefore received said money and didn't really exactly know how much money he 6 

had received.  And that posed problems because when the money was provided, the 7 

Anti-Balaka turned against him, up until the general coordinator Patrick Ngaïssona 8 

received the remainder of the money that Mokom had siphoned off.  It was 2 million, 9 

anyway, the amount of money that was initially provided, 2 million per person. 10 

Q.   [15:31:53] Do you see at the top of this screen a figure that is 3,450,000 CFA? 11 

A.   [15:32:11] Yes, I can see that.  I can see that sum of money, but I don't know 12 

why that amount is there. 13 

Q.   [15:32:29] Let me go to the previous page then, ERN ending 9030.  Here you 14 

can see "Partis politiques sans plateformes". And you see an amount there of 1,800,000 15 

CFA and a signature.   16 

If we can go down the page, you will see -- wait a minute.  Next group.  Go up, 17 

please.  Yes.  (Interpretation) Independent political persons (Speaks English) 18 

900,000 CFA, and you see a signature there. 19 

Now, we go down and we can see the Seleka, 3,450,000 CFA.  And we can see a 20 

signature there.  And if we go back to the page we were on before, that is 9031, we've 21 

seen the Anti-Balaka figure of 3,450,000 CFA, and if we go down, we can see the 22 

group of Armel Sayo --  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:33:57] Yeah, I think that's it.  Yeah, yeah, even 24 

the judges who are not very good in math could perhaps identify a certain pattern. 25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:34:11]  Okay. 1 

Q.   [15:34:11] So are you aware that all of these groups signed for, at the very least, 2 

if not received the amounts that are indicated on this document?  If you know.  And 3 

if you don't know, that's okay as well. 4 

A.   [15:34:31] I know it because all the groups, all the groups that went to the 5 

Brazzaville forum signed for a sum of money.  But because I wasn't part of the group, 6 

{ICR: (Redacted)}, so I was just contacted by that group.  So the amount of money 7 

that {PFR: (Redacted)} -- corresponds to this sum I mentioned earlier.  But for the 8 

other signatories and the apportioning of monies happened on site.  So I don't -- I 9 

can't tell you how it was apportioned among the groups.  But each group had the 10 

money that was given by the sitting president. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:21] May I shortly, Mr Vanderpuye.   12 

Is it correct to say that we see here sort of, let's say, an extended receipt? 13 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:35:32] That's -- yes, that's effectively my question to him, if 14 

he is aware of that, but -- that's what I see.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:38] Then I apologise for my intervention. 16 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:35:41] But if he knows -- I think he has essentially testified 17 

to what he knows, so I'll leave that alone. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:46] Yeah, I also think so.  And it looks as if 19 

the pattern that I thought to have identified means that for each participant of each 20 

group 150,000, or not? 21 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:36:01] It varies according to the size of the group, it appears.  22 

The number of members and --  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:07] Yeah, well, but if you have, for example, 24 

"Personnalites Politiques Independantes" and you have six, and it's 900,000, and then you 25 
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have above 12, and it's 1,800,000, I'm perhaps not completely wrong. 1 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:36:21] No, no, no, you're -- no, you're completely right, 2 

actually.   3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:22] Okay, thank you. 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:36:22] I misunderstood.  I misunderstood what you said.  5 

You're completely -- completely right. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:25] No, no, you can really make me insecure 7 

and uncertain with regards to mathematical operations, but this seemed to be 8 

relatively obvious. 9 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:36:35] Yes, indeed. 10 

Q.   [15:36:37] There is one document I wanted to show the witness.  It was 11 

something that was provided just yesterday.  It's a photograph.  So I hope I don't 12 

have too many objections about it.  It's not on my list, but it was disclosed as a 13 

courtesy yesterday evening.  And it's been registered under the following 14 

number -- it was provided by the witness through VWS --  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE:  [15:36:59] Okay.  Then, of course, yeah, we show it, and you 16 

may ask. 17 

And, by the way, do you think you can finish until 4 o'clock?  18 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:37:05] I'm about to -- I think I'm about to finish, yeah. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:37:07] Oh, very good.  Thank you. 20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:37:08] Thank you, Mr President. 21 

It's CAR-OTP-0000-0412, and then 000001.  22 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:38:04] Mr President, I don't believe it's already disclosed. 23 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:38:10] I think we are in the process of doing it.   24 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:38:10] Yes. 25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:38:11] We're in the process of doing it.  Nevertheless, we 1 

can display it for everybody and then you can be assured it's one of the ones that was 2 

disclosed informally. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:38:20] Okay.  Let's have a look at it and then 4 

we discuss further if there is any -- anything to discuss.  On which evidence channel 5 

would this appear then? 6 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:38:32] I think we may have to drag and drop it the same as 7 

the video or no? 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:39:00] So it can be displayed here from the court 9 

officer and court usher or do we need your help?  Yeah, so we need your help from 10 

the Prosecution side to display it, please.  Don't feel pressured.  Take your time. 11 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:39:44] I think we can see it now.  I just want to be sure the 12 

Defence can see it.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:39:50] Indeed, we have now a photograph here 14 

on the screen.  And, yeah, please, Mr Vanderpuye, please continue. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:39:59] 16 

Q.   [15:39:59] Mr Witness, can you see this photograph in front of you now?  17 

A.   [15:40:09] Yes, I can. 18 

Q.   [15:40:11] I'd like to ask you first of all if you know approximately when it was 19 

taken.  20 

A.   [15:40:27] At the Brazzaville forum, Mr Prosecutor. 21 

Q.   [15:40:31] And the individuals that are shown in the photograph are people that 22 

attended the forum, is that right, from the Anti-Balaka side?  23 

A.   [15:40:46] That's right, Mr Prosecutor. 24 

Q.   [15:40:54] Okay.  So on the far right, who is that individual?  25 
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A.   [15:41:12] On the right we see the person who has got his hands behind his back, 1 

Zilabo Paleon is his name.   2 

Next door to him we have Yekatom Alfred Rombhot.   3 

And next to Yekatom Alfred Rombhot, I can't quite remember his name.  He is 4 

dressed in blue in the photo.   5 

Next to that gentleman in blue is the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka, 6 

Ngaïssona.   7 

*And then the person with the white jacket, that is Beina Vivien.  And the one beside 8 

Beina Vivien, with the bag, that is Lebene Thierry, alias 12 Puissances.  9 

And next to 12 Puissances we have the minister.  I spoke about him a moment ago, if 10 

you remember.  That's him who is next to 12 Puissances.  And then behind 11 

12 Puissances is Mr Mokom.  Mr Mokom, Maxime his first name, Maxime Mokom 12 

we see there.  And then next to him -- next to him in white, I can't really make out his 13 

face properly.  If you go next to him, though, over there, look, if you go next to him, 14 

the man who is dressed with a white coat, we have Mr -- he is currently in France.  15 

His name is escapes me for the time being.  And then him in blue, in the blue jacket 16 

next to him, you will see -- the gentleman in the black jacket, rather, he looks like 17 

Kokaté to me.  He resembles Kokaté, but I don't think it is Kokaté.  But he looks 18 

very much like him.  And then next to him {PFR: (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted)}.   20 

And that's all I can tell you, Mr Prosecutor. 21 

Q.   [15:43:46] Okay.  That's very helpful indeed.  What I would like to ask you is 22 

just a couple of questions about what transpired with the group, that is, the 23 

Anti-Balaka, after Brazzaville.  In your statement -- 24 

A.   [15:44:32] Thank you very much for putting that question to me.  After the 25 
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Brazzaville forum, we came back to Bangui and automatically there were agreements 1 

struck up among the Anti-Balaka because Mokom had siphoned off money that was 2 

to be divvied out and that, of course, sparked problems.  And it was the general 3 

coordinator by Ngaïssona who was able to remedy that particular problem by giving 4 

back money to each individual, by topping up each person's allotted amount to avoid 5 

any problem.  So after Brazzaville, that's what happened. 6 

And then after that, each person went back to their respective base, his base, to relay 7 

the peace message that had been imparted at the Brazzaville forum.  And then the 8 

Ngaïssona general coordinator convened meeting sometimes to provide instructions 9 

so that everybody should relay that message, the message at the Brazzaville forum, to 10 

restore forum.  But some didn't abide by that.  And -- but, anyway, that was what 11 

the message was at the Brazzaville forum.  Even the general coordinator had tried to 12 

relay over the radio waves a message of peace to make sure that all the checkpoints, 13 

the roadblocks be removed, and so there will be very few roadblocks.  That's really 14 

what happened after Brazzaville, Mr Prosecutor.  15 

Q.   [15:46:36] In terms of the roadblocks that needed to be removed and were 16 

removed, did these include roadblocks or checkpoints that were set up on the 17 

PK9-Mbaïki access under the control of Mr Yekatom and his group?  18 

A.   [15:47:01] Thank you very much for putting that question to me, *Mr Prosecutor.  19 

The Yekatom Alfred Rombhot who you see today, he is in The Hague, he acts like he 20 

is the Good Samaritan.  I apologise, Mr Prosecutor, for putting it that way.  He is 21 

someone who never listens.  *Even the order that Mr Ngaïssona gave, this gentleman 22 

pretended to remove the roadblock, but soon thereafter, * he re-established the 23 

roadblock to get money to feed the elements that he just made mention of, Mr 24 

Prosecutor.  So the roadblock wasn't completely removed.  Although it was 25 
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removed at Pissmiss, at night he would put the checkpoint back up.  And at the 1 

place where tolls were collected, extortion would occur.  And on the Pissa roadblock.  2 

That's how it went. 3 

If you want any follow-up questions answered, then I can do so.  4 

Q.   [15:48:08] As someone -- as someone familiar with this axis at PK9 all the way 5 

down to Mbaïki and beyond that, are you able to tell the Chamber what, if anything, 6 

happened to the Muslim population that was living along that axis during this period, 7 

between December and June 2000 -- December 2013 and June 2014?  8 

A.   [15:49:00] Thank you very much.  I think in 2013, the Muslim population was 9 

along that thoroughfare, but in 2014, Djotodia was there.  Yekatom was responsible 10 

for that thoroughfare, and you wouldn't see any Muslim there or anybody who had 11 

been converted.  There was not one at all.  They took their goods, their houses, 12 

and -- and it's impossible to find any hide or hair of Muslim, or anybody who follows 13 

Islam along that road artery, no.  If I've answered your question properly.  But I can 14 

take more questions if you see fit. 15 

Q.   [15:50:06] Do you know how it is they came -- it came to be that they were no 16 

longer found there?  In other words, was that as a result of what Mr Yekatom's 17 

group and he were doing along that axis or for some other reason? 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:50:23] Ms Dimitri. 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:50:26] Mr President, it's calling for speculation.  This morning he 20 

said he didn't go on the axis.  He stayed at his location so --  21 

PRESIDING JUDGE:  [15:50:34] I think it's not calling for speculation, but 22 

it's -- actually on direct examination, I would prefer a different manner of questioning.  23 

So I think we can reword it in a generic manner. 24 

Mr Witness, you described that during 2014, no Muslims were found anymore on this 25 
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axis.  Do you know the reason for that?  1 

THE WITNESS:  [15:51:10](Interpretation) Thank you very much.  You know that 2 

when the Seleka left Bangui, that particular thoroughfare, we saw Muslims along that 3 

thoroughfare.  And then that thoroughfare came under Yekatom's authority, who 4 

belongs to the Anti-Balaka movement.  And so no Muslim can set up on that 5 

thoroughfare.  Everybody was running which way.  If you tried to stay, well, then 6 

you would be killed.  So on that basis, all Muslims left.  Some went to Boda and 7 

some sought to find another home.  And that's how it went, Mr Prosecutor.  8 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:52:11] 9 

Q.   [15:52:11] If I could just refer you now to your statement again at paragraph 70.  10 

In the French, that should be at tab 4, CAR-OTP-2102-0160, at 0174.  In this 11 

paragraph you say that as the general coordinator of the Anti-Balaka, Mr Ngaïssona 12 

coordinated the actions of the movement.  I've read part of this already before so I 13 

won't repeat it.  But you said that he would call the ComZones and would, for 14 

example, order them to erect roadblocks and some received plenty of orders to erect 15 

roadblocks and create disorder.  16 

So my question to you is about these orders to erect roadblocks or to create disorder.  17 

If you are able to tell the Chamber what those are about.  And if you -- if in doing so 18 

it may tend to identify you, then we can ask to go into private session.  But can you 19 

tell the Chamber what these orders to create disorder were about.  20 

A.   [15:53:47] Thank you very much, *Mr Prosecutor.  Thank you.  Now, this part 21 

was when Mrs Samba-Panza, the president, embezzled the donation.  The 22 

coordinator, Mr Ngaïssona, convened a meeting.  He shouted that everyone was to 23 

put up roadblocks and take to the streets to claim this donation, so that it would be 24 

paid into the coffers of the state and light would be shed on this donation.  So that 25 
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was what this order was about, not something else, your Honour.  1 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:55:02] Mr President, could the Prosecution ask the witness also 2 

for a time frame.  It's important for us. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:07] First of all, I'm not sure if I've understood 4 

the answer correctly, what it means. 5 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:55:16] Yes, I would --  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:17] Then we have in the Rule 68(3) statement 7 

the source, so we don't have to ask that.  But the question by Mr Knoops also stands.  8 

Are we speaking about, well, December 2013, first half of 2014?  So these two things 9 

have to be clarified. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:55:41] Yes. 11 

Q.   [15:55:42] If you could, Mr Witness, if you could give us the time frame that you 12 

are describing with relation to the -- the meeting that was convened by Mr Ngaïssona 13 

in respect of what it appears to be someone siphoning off gifts or donations.  What 14 

time frame are we talking about?  What month?  What year?  15 

A.   [15:56:34] Thank you.  This was in 2014 that the transition president, 16 

Samba-Panza received a donation, an Angolese donation, and that donation was not 17 

paid into the coffers of the state.  And so Ngaïssona, the general coordinator, took it 18 

upon himself to say to people to erect roadblocks and to make sure that there was a 19 

sort of a general strike to make sure that light had been shed on what had happened 20 

to those donations.  And that's why the coordinator gave the instruction, because of 21 

that *Angolan donation that Mrs Samba-Panza had received but hadn't actually put 22 

into the accounts of the public treasury. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:34] So now it's my -- my question is answered 24 

too. 25 
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MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:57:38] Yes, indeed. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:38] Which was that I did not understand the 2 

answer properly. 3 

Yeah, Mr Vanderpuye. 4 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:57:44] 5 

Q.   [15:57:44] One question I have is, in the statement you refer to a number of 6 

such -- a number of orders to erect barricades so -- and that those orders were 7 

transmitted by people like Dieudonné Ndomate or Namsio Emotion.  So first 8 

question I have is, when you say you received or, rather, that a number of orders 9 

were issued, what do you mean by that?  10 

A.   [15:58:42] Thank you very much.  Certain orders were issued.  If my memory 11 

serves, this was on the day of the arrest of Andjilo and the arrest of some Anti-Balaka 12 

groups.  That's what happened.  That was the order that Ndomate and Emotion 13 

gave, the orders that they gave, to make sure that the road was barricaded.  That's 14 

what it was all about.  But, of course, if you have any other questions that may jog 15 

my memory, and I can answer your questions.  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:59:44] Microphone, please. 17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:59:48] 18 

Q.   [15:59:48] Just to be clear, with respect to those two individuals, is it that they 19 

were conveying orders issued by Mr Ngaïssona, or were they issuing the orders in 20 

their own right, so to speak?  21 

A.   [16:00:09] Thank you.  Thank you very much for your question.  When 22 

Mr Ngaïssona was the general coordinator *and he gave the order to barricade the 23 

road, that was the time of the Angolan donation that I was just telling you about.  24 

And that's why he gave the order to erect barricades in the first place.   25 
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Now what -- Andjilo, when he was arrested, the order was -- he didn't give the order 1 

to that effect.  It was Mr Emotion, Ndomate, they stood up and said no.  He is too 2 

soft to give orders.  So they themselves took their -- took it upon themselves and 3 

took the decision to tell people to erect roadblocks.  So they themselves, they took it 4 

upon themselves to give the instruction to erect barricades.  And all this -- and then 5 

central power said to people to remove the barricades.  Some people weren't 6 

accepting these orders, they weren't obeying these orders, and that -- hence the 7 

disorder, the disorder that was reigning and prevailing at that particular time. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:01:56] I take it that you finish your examination 9 

today. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [16:02:01] I have one question. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:02:02] No, no, I just wanted to -- absolutely, no 12 

matter, but we do not -- we will finish that, yeah?  13 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [16:02:13] Yes.  Yes, Mr President. 14 

Q.   [16:02:15] Should I understand from your testimony that as the national general 15 

coordinator of the Anti-Balaka as of June 2014, that the Anti-Balaka were not obeying 16 

the orders of Mr Ngaïssona?  Is that what you are saying? 17 

A.   [16:02:46] Thank you.  I said some.  Not everybody, but some, Mr Prosecutor. 18 

Q.   [16:02:51] Who was obeying his orders?  19 

A.   [16:02:59] Excuse me, Mr Prosecutor? 20 

Q.   [16:03:03] You said that certain people were not obeying his orders, so my 21 

question is:  Who was obeying his orders?  22 

A.   [16:03:22] There were some who did not obey his orders, and there were some 23 

who did obey his orders.  Those who did not obey his orders, there were many who 24 

were in the hinterland.  You'll find someone like Andjilo.  You will also find 25 
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someone like Ndale, also someone like -- I can't think of his name for the moment.  1 

You will also find someone like Yekatom Alfred Rombhot and some others.  And 2 

I've forgotten their names.  Those were bloodthirsty because people -- they relied on 3 

their arsenal and the means that they held.  Sometimes they obeyed and sometimes 4 

they didn't obey.  That's the situation.  But the rest did obey the order which the 5 

general coordinator issued to calm down the situation.  That's it, Mr Prosecutor. 6 

Q.   [16:04:47] I appreciate that. 7 

How do you know who obeyed and who didn't obey Mr Ngaïssona's orders as the 8 

coordinator of the Anti-Balaka?  9 

A.   [16:05:10] Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  I've just mentioned some names of those 10 

who did not obey his orders.  Those who obeyed his orders, you will find some of 11 

them in neighbourhoods like the 5th arrondissement, Miskine completely, sometimes 12 

those in PK12, those who are in Bangui, some who were in Bangui.  If you allow me, 13 

I can look for their names and then mention them to you.  I will then be able to tell 14 

you who obeyed the orders.  That's it. 15 

Q.   [16:05:57] I don't think that's necessary.  My question was how did you know 16 

but -- if you are able to say how you know that, then that's okay.  But 17 

otherwise -- are you able to say who was obeying and who wasn't obeying?  Where 18 

you got that information?  Who told you or anything like that?  Or are you --  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:06:30](Microphone not activated)  20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [16:06:31] Okay. 21 

THE WITNESS:  [16:06:36](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr Prosecutor.  I know about 22 

it because the coordinator called all the *ComZones to his place to have meetings and 23 

to pass on his comments.  To give names, to say that this one was stubborn, this one 24 

didn't obey, that one didn't obey, so was to stir up trouble.  So it's because of those 25 
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meetings that I got information about those who obeyed and those who did not obey.  1 

And those who did not obey did not come to the meetings sometimes.  They -- or 2 

they only came for a short time.  That's it. 3 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [16:07:19] 4 

Q.   [16:07:20] Okay.  That's very helpful as well. 5 

Mr Witness, I want to thank you very much for your patience and for -- like I said 6 

before, I want to apologise for the scheduling issues that we've had on behalf of the 7 

Office of the Prosecutor, but this concludes my direct examination.  So thank you 8 

once again. 9 

Thank you, Mr President.  We are finished. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:07:44] Mr Knoops, shortly. 11 

MR KNOOPS:  [16:07:47] Yes.  Just before court reconvenes, it can also be done 12 

outside the witness's presence.  We have just a logistical question for the 13 

examination on Monday and Tuesday. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:07:56] Okay.  Then perhaps I just speak --  15 

Mr Witness, the Presiding Judge is now speaking.  Also from the side of the Judges, 16 

thank you very much for answering the questions today.  Please do not talk during 17 

the weekend with anybody about your testimony, and we can reconvene then on 18 

Monday at 9.30. 19 

Mr Knoops, now for the logistical thing.   20 

MR KNOOPS:  [16:08:21] Yes, Mr President.  Thank you very much. 21 

THE WITNESS:  [16:08:22](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour. 22 

MR KNOOPS:  [16:08:26] Mr President, the Prosecution introduced the photograph 23 

of Brazzaville, which is not yet disclosed.  We didn't object despite it's not on the list 24 

of evidence because it doesn't need any forensic investigation, but it's one other 25 
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document which the witness provided to the witness and victims unit, and that's a 1 

very, for us, relevant letter of -- and since the Prosecution didn't use it in examination, 2 

it's the letter of 17 April 2012 of Mr Djotodia.  And we would ask the Prosecution to 3 

disclose that document for us because we really want to introduce it to the Court. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:09:15] Yeah, why not?   5 

I don't see a problem in that, Mr Vanderpuye. 6 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [16:09:20] Yes, it's a technical issue.  The documents are all 7 

registered.  They are all in the system.  Somebody just has to flip a switch so the 8 

Defence has access. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:09:32] Okay.  I don't see a problem with that. 10 

Then now I have a question.  Who will start with the examination on Monday?  Ms 11 

Dimitri or Mr Knoops?  I would assume Ms Dimitri.  12 

MS DIMITRI:  [16:09:38] I will, Mr President, indeed. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:09:40] Okay.  So thank you very much, 14 

everyone.  Have a nice weekend.  Until Monday 9.30. 15 

THE COURT USHER:  [16:09:50] All rise. 16 

(The hearing ends in open session at 4.09 p.m.) 17 
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