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(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:32:10] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:30] Good morning, everyone. 14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:32:34] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18. 18 

And for the record, we are in open session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:48] Thank you. 20 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.   21 

Mr Vanderpuye, first. 22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:32:53] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 23 

your Honours.  Good morning, everyone. 24 

Good morning, Mr Witness. 25 
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Today the Prosecution is represented by Irina Galupa, Yassin Mostfa and myself, 1 

Kweku Vanderpuye.  Good morning again. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:04] Thank you. 3 

For the representatives of the victims, Ms Rabesandratana. 4 

MS RABESANDRATANA:  [9:33:11](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President, 5 

your Honours.  Good morning, everybody. 6 

Today the representatives of the victims of other crimes are represented by myself 7 

and Evelyne Ombeni.  Thank you. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:27] Mr Suprun. 9 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:33:29] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 10 

The former child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the 11 

Office of Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:37] Thank you. 13 

And we turn to the Defence.  Ms Dimitri first. 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:33:41] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, 15 

your Honours.  Good morning, everyone. 16 

Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom, and he is represented today by  17 

Ms Laurence Hortas-Laberge, Ms Anta Guissé, Mr Gyo Suzuki.  We also have 18 

Mr Victor-Louis Lapointe Saint-Pierre and Ms Léa-Marie Gagnon, who I think are 19 

stuck in the elevator, but they should step in very soon. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:06] Thank you very much.   21 

Mr Knoops. 22 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:34:08] Mr President, your Honours, good morning.  Good 23 

morning, everyone in the courtroom. 24 

Our Defence team, Mr President, today consists of Ms Despoina Eleftheriou, in the 25 
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second row, Michael Rowse, and to the my left side, Mr Simon Décot.  Mr Landry is 1 

following the hearing remotely. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:26] Thank you very much. 3 

And, of course, good morning, Mr Witness.  I hope you are feeling well. 4 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0954 (On former oath) 5 

(The witness speaks French) 6 

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 7 

THE WITNESS:  [9:34:39](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr Prosecutor.  I am 8 

feeling well. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:34:43] Thank you. 10 

First the question, does -- do the Legal Representatives of the Victims have any 11 

questions for this witness? 12 

MS RABESANDRATANA:  [9:34:57] (Microphone not activated)  13 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:35:01] (Interpretation) No, no questions from our side.  Thank you, 14 

your Honour.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:03] Then I give the floor to Ms Dimitri and on 16 

time, your team is completed, so to speak. 17 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:35:10] Thank you, Mr President.   18 

May I ask in the meantime -- I don't know if it's just me, but there's a -- there's a buffer 19 

sound in the -- on the original channel. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:19] Yeah, there's a buffer sound.  I have it 21 

also.  Well, at the moment, it's okay, but perhaps after four hours, it would be a little 22 

bit disturbing and with long-lasting effects, potentially.  But it's not so bad that we 23 

can't continue.  Please, Ms Dimitri. 24 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:35:36] No, no, I was just mentioning it if in the meantime the 25 
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technicians can fix it.  Thank you. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:35:43] Yeah, yeah.  I have the same sound. 2 

QUESTIONED BY MS DIMITRI:  (Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [9:36:10] Good morning, Mr Witness.  I am Mylène Dimitri.  I am one of the 4 

Defence counsel for Alfred Rombhot Yekatom.  I am going to be asking you 5 

questions on behalf of the Defence team of Mr Yekatom. 6 

I'm going to speak in French.  I'm going to ask you to remember to pause five 7 

seconds between each of my questions and your reply, because everything you say is 8 

recorded, written down and interpreted by two booths of interpreters. 9 

Have you followed that? 10 

A.   [9:36:59] I understand, madam. 11 

Q.   [9:37:03] I'm going to ask you questions, very specific questions.  So listen 12 

carefully to my questions because, generally speaking, you can just say "yes" or "no".  13 

I want to clarify certain issues with you.  I want to distinguish between what you see 14 

and what you don't see.  Do you follow that? 15 

A.   [9:37:29] I am following what you are saying, madam.  16 

Q.   [9:37:37] I will have sometimes longer questions for the simple reason that I'm 17 

going to cite statements which you made last Friday, statements which were recorded.  18 

I'm going to cite them to remind you what you said so that you can see the context 19 

and then I will have some points of clarification. 20 

Do you follow what I'm saying? 21 

A.   [9:38:06] I follow quite clearly, madam. 22 

Q.   [9:38:13] And finally, I am going to attempt to ask most of my questions in 23 

public session.  However, there are some subjects which will make us go into private 24 

session, not to identify you, but I need your help.  If ever a response to any of my 25 
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questions might identify you in public session, do not hesitate to let me know and I 1 

will ask the Presiding Judge to move into private session. 2 

A.   [9:38:53] Thank you very much, madam. 3 

Q.   [9:39:14] Well, before we start talking about your declaration, the statement 4 

which you provided to the investigators of the OTP in 2017, I want to understand the 5 

circumstances under which you had that interview in 2017. 6 

For the record, I'm going to give the ERN a single time, and after that, I only will refer 7 

to the paragraph.  The French version is CAR-OTP-2102-0160, and the corrected 8 

version is CAR-OTP-00000303.   9 

And for the Registrar, it is not necessarily to display this on the screen unless I 10 

specifically request it. 11 

You said last Friday that during your interview with the investigators of the OTP in 12 

2017, the investigators asked you on the subject, and I quote, "of Mr Yekatom and 13 

Ngaïssona."   14 

So my question is as follows:  Am I correct in saying that when the -- the 15 

investigators met you in 2017, you, you understood that they were investigating this 16 

Mr Yekatom? 17 

A.   [9:41:04] That is correct, madam.  18 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:41:14] Your Honour, for about five minutes, I would like to go into 19 

private session, please. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:21] Private session. 21 

And for the audience who has just arrived but may not listen now, probably, as 22 

counsel has said, five minutes, we will then go back to open session.  But for the 23 

moment, private session. 24 

(Private session at 9.41 a.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:41:53] We are in private session, Mr President. 1 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:41:56] Thank you. 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:44:13] Mr President, I think we can go back to public session.  21 

Thank you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:44:17] Public session.  23 

(Open session at 9.44 a.m.) 24 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:44:33] We are back in open session, Mr President. 25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [9:44:39] (Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [9:44:42] Do you agree with me, Mr Witness, you have no family relations with 2 

Mr Yekatom? 3 

A.   [9:44:51] No, I don't. 4 

Q.   [9:44:59] {PFR: (Redacted)} 5 

(Redacted)} Do you agree that that is a mistake on his 6 

part, that you have no family link.  7 

A.   [9:45:16] There is no family link between myself and Mr Yekatom.  8 

Q.   [9:45:24] I would like now to talk about the setting up of the {ICR: (Redacted)}.   9 

I understand from your statement that {ICR: (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)} 12 

A.   [9:46:06] No, not that, madam.  13 

Q.   [9:46:25] In paragraph 20 of your statement, and I quote, when you are talking 14 

{ICR: (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)}  Is that a mistake? 16 

A.   [9:46:54] That is a mistake, madam. 17 

Q.   [9:47:02] According to your statement, {ICR: (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)} 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:17] Mr Vanderpuye.  20 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:47:19] Sorry for the interruption, Mr President, but I 21 

understand that we are in open session now. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:24] Yes, yes.  We go to private session.  23 

You're right. 24 

(Private session at 9.47 a.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:47:43] We are in private session, Mr President. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:47:46] Thank you.   2 

Excuse me for the interruption, but Mr Vanderpuye is right.  I think I also was 3 

worried.  From the first question, it's not completely clear.  I think no damage is 4 

done.  But since these are (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:48:13] No problem at all, Mr President.  It's my mistake.  It's 7 

written "closed session" in my notes, and I missed it. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:48:20] Yeah, please continue. 9 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:48:22] I apologise. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Please continue. 11 

MS DIMITRI:    12 

Q.   [9:48:29](Interpretation) In your statement you say that (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

A.   [9:48:55] I didn't -- didn't count the number of civilians, but there weren't many. 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:50:06] Mr President, I just need a bit of guidance.  My next series 23 

of questions relates to the role of FACA in general. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:50:16] That's -- we can discuss that in open  25 
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session. 1 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:50:18] Okay.  Thank you. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:50:20] Open session. 3 

(Open session at 9.50 a.m.) 4 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:50:36] We are back in open session, Mr President. 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:50:42](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [9:50:44] During your testimony last Friday, you used the word "serve my 7 

country" when speaking about your duties as a soldier.  That was last Friday.  That 8 

when you became -- when you talked about the FACA, you took an oath to serve the 9 

nation and to defend the flag of the Central African Republic giving your life as 10 

sacrifice, if necessary.  11 

A.   [9:51:19] That is correct, madam. 12 

Q.   [9:51:25] In paragraph 25 of your statement, and I quote you:  "I am a soldier 13 

well trained and I was called upon to protect my community from attacks of Seleka."  14 

End of my quote. 15 

What do you mean "I was called upon", what do you mean by that?  16 

A. [9:51:54] The word "called upon" means the word that is typically used in military 17 

circles. That's to say, I was called upon in the army to protect the population and to 18 

defend my country. That is what is behind that. That's what I meant when I said that.  19 

* Q.   [9:52:27] So what I understand from your answer is that we agree that your 20 

duty as a FACA soldier, a well-trained soldier, as you put it, implied that you would 21 

defend your fellow citizens from the attacks of the Seleka invaders and foreigners; is 22 

that correct? 23 

A.   [9:52:48] Yes, that's correct.  24 

Q.   [9:52:57] And in order to do that as a FACA soldier, to protect your community 25 
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and resist and fight mercenaries, you therefore created a resistance group, which we 1 

won't name, to accomplish that duty.  Do you agree with me there? 2 

A.   [9:53:21] We agree, madam.  3 

Q.   [9:53:36] I'm going to bring up this resistance group, but we are in a public 4 

session so be careful.  I do not want you to specify the role which you played in this 5 

particular group. We are going to talk about {PFR: (Redacted)} in general. Do you 6 

follow what I'm saying? 7 

A.   [9:53:53] I understand, madam.  8 

Q.   [9:53:58] In paragraph 20 in your statement, you said: {PFR: (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)} there.  Some of them were fleeing and were 10 

looking for a safe place."  End of citation. 11 

So am I correct in saying that the FACA, not only were they fleeing because they were 12 

hunted down by the Seleka, but also they needed protections because their very life 13 

was in danger? 14 

A.   [9:54:37] That is correct, madam.  15 

Q.   [9:54:42] And it's for that reason that they joined the group which you belonged 16 

to and that person in charge of that group agreed to incorporate them into the group? 17 

A.   [9:54:55] We agree with that, madam.  18 

Q.   [9:55:02] I would like to remind you to pause before answering my questions, 19 

please. 20 

A.   [9:55:13] I said that is correct, madam.  21 

Q.   [9:55:20] For the very same reason, you say, in paragraph 16 of your statement, 22 

that you united and sensibilised the FACA members to the dangers which might 23 

await them. 24 

A.   [9:55:40] That is correct, madam. 25 
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Q.   [9:55:48] Article 16 of the Central African Constitution of 2004 say the defence of 1 

the patriot country is a duty of all citizens.  Am I correct in understanding that the 2 

defence of the country is a duty of all citizens and that this duty is even more 3 

important for well-trained FACA soldiers? 4 

A.   [9:56:21] If the country is invaded, it's normal that everyone fights for the 5 

freedom of the country.  That is what is in force.  6 

Q.   [9:56:41] So do you agree with me, Mr Witness, there is a dual obligation, firstly, 7 

as a FACA member to defend the flag and also as a citizen to defend your country?  8 

Do you agree with that? 9 

A.   [9:56:58] Yes, madam.  10 

Q.   [9:57:19] Talking about civilians, you said last Friday at 10:10 that the civilians 11 

joined the soldiers to defend and also you tried to defend yourself.  So my question 12 

is as follows:  Am I correct in saying that it is a reason as a FACA member to defend 13 

your flag and as a citizen to defend your country, that the group, without mentioning 14 

who is responsible for the group, that the group accepts to integrate the 2,000 civilians 15 

within the group for resistance and defence of the country?  16 

* A.   [9:58:10] At that time, Ma’am, there was no military order.  Everything was 17 

disorganized and in a mess. You didn't know who was a civilian and who was a 18 

soldier at that particular point.  So the civilians helped and joined the soldiers who 19 

were fleeing.  And together they tried to chase out the mercenaries.  That was the 20 

situation, madam. 21 

Q.   [9:58:51] I understand.  But listen to my question.  My question is a bit more 22 

specific.  It is the reason, and part of your duty, to protect the nation against the 23 

invader.  It is your duty to protect your country and, therefore, you accepted to 24 

integrate civilians within the group, and by including them, they helped you to resist 25 
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and defend the country.  Do you agree with that? 1 

A.   [9:59:24] Yes, madam. 2 

Q.   [9:59:29] And if you put yourself in the shoes of a civilian, the civilian who was 3 

integrated into the group which you belonged to, he's included because he has a duty 4 

to defend the country.  He, as a citizen of the Central African Republic, also has a 5 

duty to defend his country.  6 

A.   [9:59:56] We agree, madam. 7 

Q.   [10:00:02] And reason for hunting down the FACA by the Seleka and the 8 

stronghold of the Seleka -- and you just said that everything was a -- everything was a 9 

jumble because of the strength of the Seleka.  Because of that, you could not resist 10 

and defend your territory and protect the population alone.  You needed the FACA 11 

and civilians who were incorporated into your group to be able to exert a minimum 12 

of resistance. 13 

A.   [10:00:48] We agree, madam. 14 

Q.   [10:01:06] And was it for -- it was for the same reasons, on 5 December, the 15 

Anti-Balaka in the rural areas -- you mentioned this in your statement at paragraph 36.  16 

You said that the FACA in rural areas looked for bases and you welcomed them as 17 

citizens of the Central African Republic.  Paragraph 35. 18 

A.   [10:01:37] Yes, we agree. 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:01:48] Mr President, with your leave, I would like to go into closed 20 

session, please. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:01:52] Yeah, private session. 22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:02:04] Correction, in the previous response, the witness 23 

said:  "These same Anti-Balaka members looked for bases, and you welcomed them 24 

as citizens of the Central African Republic." 25 
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(Private session at 10.02 a.m.) 1 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:02:21] We are in private session, Mr President. 2 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:02:24] Thank you. 3 

Q.   [10:02:25] (Interpretation) We are going to come back to (Redacted) in a 4 

few moments.  I reassure you, we're in private session.  At paragraph 34 of your 5 

statement, you said that after the departure of Djotodia, (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

My question is this:  Am I correct in saying that you took that action for three 8 

primary reasons?  First of all, there were still Seleka in the area, there was still 9 

general chaos prevailing, and there were no domestic security forces to manage these 10 

problems. 11 

A.   [10:03:30] Yes. 12 

Q.   [10:03:38] And do we agree that even though international forces were present, 13 

there were not enough of them to manage this chaos and they were not -- they were 14 

restricting their movements within the capital and certain areas?  Do we agree on 15 

that? 16 

A.   [10:04:00] Agreed. 17 

Q.   [10:04:04] Regarding (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

* A.   [10:04:38] These people -- that was just at the start, when we first joined forces.  23 

Once Djotodia had stepped down, the number of members dropped.  Some left the 24 

place where we were and they went to other places, wherever they wanted, because  25 
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(Redacted) that they could not steal and some of them just left.  So the number of 1 

members dropped.  (Redacted) 2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:05:25] Inaudible. 3 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:05:30] (Interpretation) 4 

Q.   [10:05:32] I'll repeat my question because you haven't answered it.  5 

A.   [10:05:35] Okay. 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

A.   [10:05:53] With manioc, cassava, which the people gave us.  That is what we ate.  9 

I couldn't find any other food supplies.  Nothing other than that. 10 

Q.   [10:06:23] And where would the members have to go to get food to eat from the 11 

population? 12 

A.   [10:06:32] Into the forest.  There were fields, and we would ask the people, 13 

because that day some people fled and we were there to defend them and they would 14 

assist us.  They would provide us with cassava leaves, with cassava to encourage us 15 

to protect them and drive out the mercenaries.  That's how we survived. 16 

Q.   [10:07:07] I understand, but you haven't answered my question.  I'm going to 17 

repeat it. 18 

A.   [10:07:12] Yes, yes. 19 

Q.   [10:07:15] (Redacted)  How far did they walk?  How 20 

many kilometres did they have to go from the base to get cassava leaves to eat?  I 21 

realise that the people were helping you.   22 

(Redacted) I suppose that they weren't constantly at the base. 23 

They had to go out into other areas to get some food.  But how far out did they go?  24 

What were the limits? 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-167-Red4-ENG CT2 WT 24-10-2022 14/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                        (Private Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 
 

24.10.2022          Page 15 
 

A.   [10:07:58] Thank you very much.  About a kilometre or 2 kilometres.  More 1 

than that, perhaps more, maybe 3 kilometres, and then they would come back. 2 

Q.   [10:08:21] Thank you.  I'd like to ask you to take part in an exercise with me, 3 

because you must realise, of course, we're in The Hague.  (Redacted) 4 

We're not in the Central African Republic.  So I would like to try to get some kind of 5 

image of (Redacted).  I asked one member of the team to take the Internet 6 

map of the area and to reproduce the map that you sketched, and it's found at annex 5 7 

of the statement, CAR-OTP-2048-0192.  I'll explain this exercise to you before I show 8 

you the map. 9 

We're going to go one step at a time.  We're going to go (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  Do you understand? 11 

A.   [10:09:31] Yes. 12 

Q.   [10:09:31] You gave a number of reference points in your statement, and you 13 

sketched the map.  So we're going to take these reference points and the map and we 14 

are going to put this information onto a Google map.  Understood? 15 

A.   [10:09:49] Understood. 16 

Q.   [10:09:51] Just to refresh your memory, I'd like to show you the map that you 17 

sketched.  And this is a map of (Redacted) as you described it at 18 

paragraph 59 of your statement.  This is tab 2 of the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-20 -- I'll 19 

show this up on the screen, and then we'll move on to the next document.  Okay? 20 

A.   [10:10:21] Okay. 21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:10:23] CAR-OTP-2048-0192 was the reference number just 22 

given.  23 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:10:37](Interpretation) 24 

Q.   [10:10:38] We're going to use this, and we'll put it onto the other map that I'll be 25 
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showing you.  So let's go to tab 53 of the Prosecution bundle, CAR-D29-0003-0033, 1 

tab 53.  I'll just wait for it to come up on the screen.  CAR-D29-0003-0033. 2 

Mr President, while they put the map on the screen --  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:48] Well --  4 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:11:50] I said, Mr President, while they put the map on the screen, 5 

because I know you are as good as me with maps, I'm going to go slowly, step by step 6 

with --  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:59] Yeah, you have to do that for me and --  8 

MS DIMITRI:  Yes.   9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:12:01] Not only for me --  10 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:12:02] For me as well.   11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:12:04] I hope so, yeah. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:12:08] I can repeat the tab.  It's tab 53, CAR-D29-0003-0033.  13 

Q.   [10:12:42](Interpretation) We'll go slowly, one step at a time, Mr Witness.  Can 14 

you see the map that's up on the screen? 15 

A.   [10:12:52] Yes, I can. 16 

Q.   [10:12:55] At the bottom of the map, we see -- I'll ask the court usher to put the 17 

cursor there.  We see a zigzag shape and that's the river and the map indicates 18 

(Redacted) 19 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:13:16] Excessive speed. 20 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:13:19](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [10:13:19] This is Bangui and the surrounding area.  And we can see the river 22 

and the river leading to the sea.  Okay? 23 

A.   [10:13:28] Yes. 24 

Q.   [10:13:29] Next page, just before we go to the next page, can you see that the 25 
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river is to the south?  It's at the bottom of the map.  Do you understand? 1 

A.   [10:13:41] Yes. 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:08] Just a correction of one ERN.  It's the 18 

map, I think we are talking about the first, or it's of the map by the witness, I'm not 19 

sure.  No, it's -- well, the first map, the correct ERN is CAR-D29-0003-0032.   20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Speaks English) Mr President, before I move to the next page, is it -- is it clear? 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:24:10] I think so. 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:24:14](Interpretation) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [10:26:20] Thank you, ma'am.  The map, which I see right now, this border or 24 

boundary was expanded when Djotodia had left power, (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

Q.   [10:26:46] I understand (Redacted) expanded after Djotodia left 2 

power, but my question is this:  When you look at this map, where -- between 3 

August 2013 and December or January 2014, where were the elements staying?  4 

Were they all at the same location?  Were they scattered throughout the entire area?  5 

Where were they? 6 

* A.   [10:27:21] Thank you very much, ma'am.  Before Djotodia stepped down, I 7 

went back to the bush. (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Q. [10:29:57]   (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) Some people came in and joined, others left.  The number 25 
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of elements varied from week to week.  Do we agree? 1 

A.   [10:30:23] Yes, we agree.  Some elements left the group.  They would head off 2 

and go wherever.  That's right, ma'am.  3 

Q.   [10:30:48] And you agree that you weren't constantly (Redacted) 4 

with you, close by you?  They wandered around.  They were looking for food.  5 

A.   [10:31:02] They did walk around.  They moved away from the base because 6 

there was also the bases of other Anti-Balaka.  They walked around, some left, some 7 

stayed.  That was the position, madam.  8 

Q. [10:31:25] You said in your statement that up to one week before the resignation of 9 

President Djotodia, the Seleka were in control of part of Bimbo.  They were located 10 

in PK9 as well. Were those Seleka commanded by Captain Souleymane Daouda? 11 

A.   [10:31:57] The Seleka? 12 

Q.   [10:31:58] Yes. 13 

A.   [10:32:00] That is correct, madam.  14 

Q.   [10:32:06] And then it's Captain Souleymane Daouda who became minister 15 

under Touadera and died from illness afterwards.  Is that the same person, a Muslim, 16 

a Seleka responsible for PK9 who became minister under Touadera and has passed 17 

away today? 18 

A.   [10:32:33] That is correct, madam.  19 

Q.   [10:32:37] We'll go back to the Seleka of Captain Souleymane Daouda a little 20 

later on.   21 

What I'd like to know is something -- know more information about the civilians  22 

(Redacted).  What type of clothing were they wearing? 23 

A.  [10:33:15] The civilians in the group were wearing their own clothing, civilian 24 

clothing. They had -- they remained like that. You could be a civilian and said he 25 
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wanted to defend his country. That's the position. They were civilians dressed as 1 

such. 2 

Q.   [10:33:39] So they had nothing that distinguished them, that suggested that they 3 

were part of the group, that (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  There is no distinctive sign to suggest which group they belonged to? 5 

A.   [10:34:04] There was no distinction.  The soldiers could be distinguished 6 

because of their outfits. 7 

Q.   [10:34:11] What did the military wear before December 2013 or in December 8 

2013, before the resignation of Djotodia? 9 

A.   [10:34:22] Before his resignation, they wore civilian jeans -- jeans, et cetera.  10 

And when January arrived and Djotodia left, the soldiers wore their proper outfits, 11 

et cetera. 12 

Q.   [10:34:47] Am I correct in saying that during the events of 2013, 2014, it was 13 

possible that thugs said they were Anti-Balaka and committed crimes, but they 14 

weren't necessarily linked to any particular group?  15 

A.   [10:35:08] That is correct, madam.  16 

Q.   [10:35:13] Do you agree that since the civilians didn't have any distinguishing 17 

marks, it was very difficult for someone to distinguish a civilian (Redacted) 18 

a civilian who was part of another group, or a civilian who was not belonging to any 19 

group?  Do you agree with me? 20 

A.   [10:35:34] That is correct, madam.  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:23] I think you can move on.  I think it's 4 

clear that -- I will not say there is a misunderstanding, but I think the question is 5 

answered at least between the lines.  6 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:39:39](Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [10:39:39] Final question on this subject.   8 

Am I correct in saying that (Redacted) "Anti-Balaka" when you appointed, not you 9 

personally, but the group of the south appointed Sebastien Wenezoui at the head of 10 

the Anti-Balaka south? 11 

A.   [10:40:05] That is correct, madam. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:40:20] Mr President, if I can just have a minute.  I'm just verifying 13 

if we can go into public. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:40:27] Of course.  Of course.  15 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:40:40] Yes, I think we can go in public session. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:40:43] Open session. 17 

(Open session at 10.40 a.m.) 18 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:40:58] We are in open session, Mr President. 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:41:02] Thank you.  20 

Q.   [10:41:10](Interpretation) Now, the term "Anti-Balaka," am I correct in saying, as 21 

you were explaining in paragraph 35, that the Anti-Balaka from the provinces were 22 

looking for a base and that some were incorporated or welcomed into your group.  23 

Am I to understand that civilians from different areas who used the term 24 

"Anti-Balaka" came from the small villages and joined your group without specifying  25 
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any role that they would play in your group?  Do you agree with that? 1 

A.   [10:41:52] Can I explain to you some -- the position, if you allow me to?  2 

Q.   [10:41:59] Yes, but we are in public session, so do be careful. 3 

A.   [10:42:04] Thank you, madam. 4 

At the moment, when the country was thrown into chaos, civilians, everybody was 5 

seen as a target and the population looked and moved around to go from one place to 6 

another.  And they came to us.  He's our brother.  You couldn't chase him away, so 7 

you incorporated him so that he would be in a place of safety.  And that is how we 8 

welcomed some of the people, and we incorporate them into our group and followed 9 

the principle of being calm and not create any disorder.  10 

Q.   [10:43:01] And you agree that some of these civilians were part of a 11 

self -- autonomous self-defence groups in the villages.  They came towards Bangui 12 

because they were fleeing.  And under these circumstances, they found themselves 13 

in your group. 14 

A.   [10:43:19] That is correct, madam.  15 

Q.   [10:43:30] At that time, between September and November 2013, before the 16 

attack of 5 December, were there any civilians -- I'm not talking about the Anti-Balaka.  17 

I'm not talking about FACA.  We'll come back to that a little later.  I am talking 18 

about the civilians who were not part of the particular group.  Were there civilians 19 

{ICR: (Redacted)} who were committing exactions, if you know?  20 

A.   [10:44:08] If you allow me, I can give you the arrondissement.  {ICR: (Redacted)} 21 

where civilians who were not part of the group indicated were carrying out exactions 22 

or causing damage and disorder and robbery. 23 

Q.   [10:44:49] And when the civilians who were not part of the indicated group, as 24 

you say, carried out exactions, robberies, am I correct in saying, because of the 25 
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popularity of the term "Anti-Balaka", it often happened, and I think you are a witness 1 

of that, that we said, "Ah, it's the Anti-Balaka," whereas they weren't part of the 2 

Anti-Balaka group that you specified?  Is that correct? 3 

A.   [10:45:22] Yes, I agree with that. 4 

Q.   [10:45:30] And if a Muslim was attacked, the immediate reaction was to blame 5 

often the Anti-Balaka and the ComZones in a particular sector; whereas, sometimes 6 

they were attacked by a civilian who was not part of the specified group.  Is that an 7 

experience you personally saw? 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:57] Please wait for the answer.   9 

Mr Vanderpuye. 10 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:46:01] Mr President, it calls for speculation and a 11 

hypothetical, especially since the question began with "if this would happen or would 12 

have happened".  So I think it's objectionable on that basis. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:16] On that basis, it is right, but like nearly 14 

always, if you rephrase it in a way, were there any instances, perhaps -- Ms Dimitri, 15 

perhaps you do it this way, if indeed calls --  16 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:46:28] If you look at the last, the last bit of my question, it was --   17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:27] Repeat the last bit.  I have it in mind --  18 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:46:29] Is that -- is that something you experienced personally?  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:34] Start from that.   20 

MS DIMITRI:  Yeah, of course. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:37] Did you experience that and that.  Yeah, 22 

please.   23 

And by the way, the question was very long.  So it's -- if I would myself, as Presiding 24 

Judge, put into the shoes of the witness, sometimes I would -- it's not -- everybody 25 
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does this deed, so to speak, in this courtroom, sometimes me too.  But if the question 1 

gets too long, it's really difficult for the witness to follow what do you really want to 2 

know from him.  Yeah, please. 3 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:47:16] I'll keep that in mind, Mr President. 4 

Q.   [10:47:21] (Interpretation) Mr Witness, I'm going to rephrase my question.  I 5 

don't want you to speculate.  We want to talk about the true Anti-Balaka later.  But 6 

do you agree with me that you personally witnessed, that you were blamed because a 7 

civilian of the sector where you were positioned attacked a Muslim and they blamed 8 

you, saying that it's an Anti-Balaka of this group; whereas, it was a civilian who 9 

wasn't part of the group that you specified?  Do you agree with that? 10 

* A.   [10:48:00] The people blamed in the location where the civilians were perhaps 11 

not part of the group specified.  People would say that it was the Anti-Balaka, but 12 

people did not know who was … who was serious. So if it happened in your sector, 13 

then people would say that it was… it was so-and-so’s sector, so his men did it.  But 14 

if it is outside that sector, then they would say that's an Anti-Balaka. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:48:45] May I say this question was much clearer, 16 

the second round, so to speak, the second time.  Please. 17 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:48:55] Thank you, Mr President.  I will continue to follow your 18 

lead. 19 

Q.   [10:49:01] (Interpretation) I'm going to talk about settling accounts.  Just before 20 

talking about settling accounts, it was pointed out to me that a little earlier you talked 21 

about arrondissement, a sector where holdups took place, but there was no 22 

Anti-Balaka -- sorry, there was no Anti-Balaka group.  There were civilians.  Do you 23 

remember you wanted to give me a name of a sector, an area? 24 

A.   [10:49:45] That's right. 25 
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Q.   [10:49:47] Is it the Petevo, the 6th arrondissement? 1 

A.   [10:49:53] That is correct.  You are well informed, madam. 2 

Q.   [10:49:54] Thank you, Mr Witness.   3 

So now I am going to talk about settling accounts, settling scores.  You said in your 4 

statement that you wanted to avoid looting and settling of scores.  I would like to 5 

know, what do you mean by settles accounts, settling scores. 6 

A.   [10:50:20] Thank you, madam.  At the time when Djotodia left power, the 7 

Central Africans who had lost their family, in their hearts, their heart was broken.  8 

So the Seleka weren't yet there, and if you weren't careful, the simple population 9 

could look for either the Muslims or those who were working together with Seleka 10 

and settle scores.  And that's why we had to be careful to avoid any settling of 11 

accounts.  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:12] I think the witness said the Seleka weren't 13 

there anymore.  Not "not yet there", I think.  "Pas encore" I have understood. 14 

I think we take it that he meant "pas encore" because this also, may I say so, makes 15 

sense. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:51:33] I think he means "pas encore partis", but I'll clarify.  I think 17 

there's a -- because I see the "pas encore" --  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:42] No, "les Séléka n'étaient pas encore là", I 19 

think that makes perfectly sense. 20 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:51:48] Ah, "là", yeah.  21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:50] Là, yeah.  That makes -- you know the 22 

settling -- why not, why not be open there.  You asked for the settling of scores.  23 

Settling of scores normally could have happened after the Seleka weren't there 24 

anymore, so it makes sense.  But not in the English version.  That was my only 25 
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attempt to clarify that.  And the witness said "pas encore là". 1 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:52:14] Yes, and that's -- that's my point, Mr President.  In French, 2 

"pas encore là" would mean they haven't arrived yet.  That's why --  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:52:24] You have to clarify that. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:52:26] Yes, that's why I said --   5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:52:30] Okay, I am wrong, I have to admit that.  6 

Well, then you have to clarify that.  7 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:52:40] (Interpretation) 8 

Q.   [10:52:42] My apologies.  Further clarification.  When you say, at the moment, 9 

when Djotodia left power, the Central Africans who lost their family, in their heart, 10 

their heart was broken and the Seleka were not yet there, they weren't in control.  11 

What do you mean, that the control hadn't left yet and therefore you weren't in 12 

control of the sector yet?  Is that correct? 13 

A.   [10:53:17] Allow me to explain a bit more clearly, madam.  At the moment 14 

when Djotodia had not left power yet, we did not yet have this possibility in our 15 

hands.  When Djotodia left power, we did what we could and we took this to -- in 16 

order to avoid the settling of scores because the Seleka weren't there with their 17 

leaders.  The Seleka were -- weren't there yet.  They had already left.  Djotodia left 18 

power and Seleka had left the location.  And we could therefore protect the people 19 

and thereby avoid the settling of scores.  That's what it is.  20 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:54:19] You were right, Mr President.  I was wrong. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:22] That's not about right or wrong.  It's 22 

simply, sometimes, you know sometimes we -- everything we hear in a courtroom we 23 

interrupt also with regard to what we have heard already.  So sometimes we draw 24 

conclusions and they might not be right.  The witness might have simply meant 25 
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something different.  Yeah. 1 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:54:46](Interpretation) 2 

Q.   [10:54:48] So before the Seleka left -- we are going to do this in two stages.  3 

Before the Seleka left and, as you said, the simple population was settling scores, 4 

vis-à-vis the Muslims, do you agree -- because you experienced that.  I don't want 5 

you to speculate.  I want to know what you experienced.  If you don't know, you 6 

don't know.  Do you agree that, nevertheless, the person in the sector, the person 7 

responsible for a zone were blamed because there was a total confusion between a 8 

Christian who did harm to a Muslim, a simple member of the population who was 9 

settling scores with a Muslim, he was qualified as an Anti-Balaka?  Do you agree 10 

with my proposal? 11 

A.   [10:55:46] That is correct, madam.  12 

Q.   [10:55:55] So when the Seleka left, do you agree that one of the objectives was to 13 

take over the control of an area in order to avoid the settling of scores?  Because as 14 

you said, the simple population wanted to settle their scores with the Muslims.  Do 15 

you agree with that? 16 

A.   [10:56:24] That's correct, madam.  17 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:56:38] Mr President, could we go into private session, please. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:41] Do you go into something completely 19 

new or something longer?  Shall we have the coffee break then?  20 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:56:49] Sure, no problem. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:50] Then let's have the coffee break  22 

until 11.30. 23 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:56:53] All rise. 24 

(Recess taken at 10.56 a.m.)  25 
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(Upon resuming in open session at 11.31 a.m.) 1 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:35] All rise. 2 

Please be seated.  3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:49] Ms Dimitri, you still have the floor. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:31:52] Thank you, Mr President. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:53] And we are in open session, I think, yes. 6 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:31:57] Could we go for maximum five minutes in private session, 7 

Mr President. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:32:02] Then we go to private session.  9 

(Private session at 11.32 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:32:17] We are in private session, Mr President. 11 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:32:19] Thank you. 12 

Q.   [11:32:20] (Interpretation) Good morning, once again, Mr Witness.  I'd now like 13 

to discuss a number of elements (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)? 15 

A.   [11:32:41] Correct. 16 

Q.   [11:32:43] Could you tell me, when did this person (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [11:33:04] Thank you, ma'am.  He joined the group just after Djotodia left 19 

power. 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

Q.   [11:34:19] Would you talk about the objectives (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)? 3 

A.   [11:34:30] That's correct, ma'am.  4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:34:59] Mr President, may I have a moment, please?  8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:35:01] Yes. 9 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:35:02] Thank you. 10 

(Counsel confers)  11 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:36:28](Interpretation) 12 

Q.   [11:36:28] I apologise, Mr Witness, for the interruption. 13 

If I've understood you correctly, you took (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:36:47] Mr Witness, you are raising your hand.  16 

Do you want to address the Court?  You may do so.  17 

THE WITNESS:  [11:36:53](Interpretation) Yes.  Thank you, ma'am. 18 

(Redacted) 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:37:06] Of course, you can correct it anytime.  20 

Please go forward.  21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:37:41] Inaudible. 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:38:47] Thank you for that clarification. 10 

Ms Dimitri. 11 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:38:55](Interpretation) 12 

Q.   [11:38:56] Thank you, Mr Witness. 13 

Did he join before or after the attack of 5 December on Bangui?  14 

A.   [11:39:09] Before. 15 

Q.   [11:39:17] So I'll put my question to you again.  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [11:39:38] That is correct, ma'am. 19 

Q.   [11:39:48] If I've understood correctly, at one particular point in time, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

A.   [11:40:19] Yes. 23 

Q.   [11:40:31] I'd like to show the list to you.  This is at tab 4 of the Defence binder, 24 

CAR-OTP-2063-0077.  Can you see the list up on the screen? 25 
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A.   [11:41:01] It hasn't come up -- oh, now I see it. 1 

Q.   [11:41:05] Tell me if I'm correct or not.  This is part -- this is some of the 2 

civilians who (Redacted), and unless I'm mistaken, because this list is 3 

printed out, typed, it was done well before the departure of Djotodia.  Am I correct? 4 

A.   [11:41:32] No.  This list was drawn up when Djotodia was leaving power.  The 5 

number of members was not like before.  (Redacted) awaiting 6 

the moment -- well, waiting to see whether the DDR service needed the list.  That 7 

was why we drew up this list, so that we could enter the various elements, the 8 

number of people. 9 

Q.   [11:42:22] I understand.  So this list was drawn up within a DDR context? 10 

A.   [11:42:28] Yes, that's right, ma'am. 11 

Q.   [11:42:30] After the departure of Djotodia. 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

A.   [11:42:53] He was part of the group, ma'am. 15 

Q.   [11:42:58] As of what time? 16 

A.   [11:43:07] As of the point in time when Djotodia stepped down, that was in 17 

January.  (Redacted) 18 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:43:29] Mr President, with your leave, my next subject can be done 19 

in open session. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:43:35] Open session.  21 

(Open session at 11.43 a.m.) 22 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:43:48] We are in open session, Mr President. 23 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:43:52](Interpretation) 24 

Q.   [11:43:53] Mr Witness, I'd like to talk to you about the Seleka in general terms  25 
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and then more specifically about the Seleka in your area.  Please be careful because 1 

we are in open court.  Don't specify the role that you played in that sector or the 2 

specific place where you were.  Do you understand?  3 

A.   [11:44:15] I understand.  4 

Q.   [11:44:21] My first question is this:  Can you explain to us what -- what is a 5 

Seleka in your own mind, in your own terms?  6 

A.   [11:44:33] A mercenary.  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:44:42] That was a succinct answer, I would say.  8 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:44:49] With a short question.  9 

Q.   [11:44:52](Interpretation) Mr Witness, were the Selekas just soldiers or were 10 

there many civilians who joined the ranks of the Seleka to declare themselves soldiers?  11 

Am I correct in saying that many civilians joined the ranks of the Seleka?  12 

A.   [11:45:18] The Seleka -- well, it was a catch-all expression.  13 

Q.   [11:45:26] In your statement, you mentioned that there was more than 100 14 

Seleka elements at PK9 that patrolled the surrounding area.  And you said in your 15 

statement that the Seleka left the control point at PK9 one week before the departure 16 

of -- just wait for my question.  17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:46:04] Correction:  After the resignation of Djotodia. 18 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:46:09](Interpretation) 19 

Q.   [11:46:15] To be more specific about the date, let me say it this way:  Did the 20 

Seleka leave before, during, or the same day of the election of Samba-Panza? 21 

* A.   [11:46:27] It was when Djotodia had left power on 10 January 2014.  One week 22 

after that, the Seleka left the location, with the assistance of the Sangaris forces… with 23 

the assistance of the Sangaris forces. They left PK9. 24 

Q.   [11:46:59] In your statement, you explained the position that the Seleka held at 25 
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PK9.  This is at paragraph 40.  What I'd like to know is this:  At paragraph 40, you 1 

said that the Seleka were patrolling in Bimbo.  Am I correct in saying that the Seleka 2 

were patrolling and that was before the resignation of Djotodia? 3 

A.   (Overlapping speakers) 4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:47:28] Overlapping. 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:47:30](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [11:47:30] That is the period I'm talking about.  Before the departure of 7 

Djotodia, am I correct in saying that the Seleka were patrolling the PK9 road as well 8 

and were heading towards the PK -- were they also patrolling this other road? 9 

A.   [11:47:55] Yes, that's correct.  10 

Q.   [11:48:03] I'm being reminded that we need to slow down, both you and I.  11 

Please pause for -- and count to three before you answer my questions. 12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:48:18] Interpreter correction:  The road mentioned was 13 

the road between PK9 and Mbaïki. 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:48:24](Interpretation) 15 

Q.   [11:48:25] Where was the Seleka base exactly in PK9? 16 

A.   [11:48:31] It was beside the bridge.  There was the roundabout, and it was close 17 

to Castel Brewery. 18 

Q. [11:48:50] You said that the Seleka was a sort of catch-all term, and you explained 19 

why you wanted to defend your country against the Seleka. Am I correct in saying 20 

that the Seleka committed many acts of violence and abuse and crimes in the PK9 21 

area?  22 

A.   [11:49:13] That is correct, ma'am.  23 

Q.   [11:49:24] You've said that the Seleka base was close to the Castel Brewery.  Am 24 

I correct in saying that before the departure of the Seleka, before the Seleka left PK9, 25 
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the Seleka were patrolling around the cement factory and the Castel factory, that that 1 

area was part of their patrols? 2 

A.   [11:49:55] That is correct, ma'am. 3 

Q.   [11:50:04] Am I also correct in saying that the Seleka were patrolling from 4 

M'Poko-Bac all the way to the cement factory, but along the river; that was part of 5 

their patrol?  6 

A.   [11:50:23] Along the river?  I'm not so sure.  But they were at a place called 7 

Golgota, Kotamboutou.  I was there.  They patrolled there, and then they would 8 

come back.  {ICR: (Redacted)} 9 

That was their zone.  10 

Q.   [11:51:14] We spoke about the Seleka who had a base, you said, close to -- close 11 

to the Castel Brewery.  Am I correct in saying, if you know, that they were 12 

also -- well, they patrolled the area close to the cement factory? 13 

A.   [11:51:55] That is correct.  14 

Q.   [11:52:01] So I'm correct in saying -- because you know this area.  If I cross the 15 

river at the cement factory or the brewery, the Seleka could see us? 16 

A.   [11:52:24] Could you repeat the question.  17 

Q.   [11:52:27] Absolutely.  No problem. 18 

Because of the Seleka's position before they left, this position of the Seleka close to the 19 

cement factory and the Castel Brewery, if I were to cross over to Zongo and if I were 20 

to leave the shore from these areas, the Seleka would see me in my boat if I were to 21 

cross over; is that correct? 22 

A.   [11:53:04] Yes, that is correct, ma'am. 23 

Q.   [11:53:21] Do you agree with me that the patrols and the checks of the Seleka at 24 

the PK9 bridge and the entire area they were patrolling near PK9 - the brewery, the 25 
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cement factory, Golgota - the patrols were done by Seleka members until the time that 1 

Djotodia resigned?  Do we agree on that point? 2 

A.   [11:53:55] That is correct, ma'am.  3 

Q. [11:54:03] I have another question for you about geography. I don't know whether 4 

you know a place called Kalangoi and Sekiamote. If you know those places, are you 5 

in a position to tell me how many kilometres separate these two places? If you know. 6 

A.   [11:54:29] Thank you, ma'am.  There is Sekiamote and Sekia.  So which Sekia 7 

do you mean?  Sekia is where you find the toll, the main road, and Sekiamote is close 8 

to the river. 9 

Q.   [11:54:49] I'm talking about Sekiamote. 10 

A.   [11:54:55] Alongside the river -- along the river. 11 

Q.   [11:55:00] And where is Kalangoi?  In the Central African Republic or in the 12 

DRC? 13 

A.   [11:55:09] In the Central African Republic. 14 

Q.   [11:55:12] Do you know the distance in kilometres between Kalangoi and 15 

Sekiamote?  16 

A.   [11:55:22] I don't -- I don't really know how many kilometres.  I know the 17 

places. 18 

Q.   [11:55:34] Thank you.  Once again, I'm still trying to get a good sense of various 19 

positions.  You testified on Friday at noon 13 that as of January 2014, Mr Yekatom 20 

occupied the other side of the bridge, around the house of a person called Pissmiss.  21 

Just to make sure that we're clear, when you get from -- if I go from Mbaïki and I go 22 

to -- well, first, you go by way of Pissmiss and then you cross the PK9 bridge and then 23 

you get to the Seleka roadblock.  Is my geography correct? 24 

A.   [11:56:43] Allow me to clear things up for you, if you don't mind. 25 
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Q.   [11:56:50] Yes, please, but do be careful.  We are in open court. 1 

A.   [11:56:56] Very well, ma'am. 2 

You go from Mbaïki and then you get to Pissmiss and then you have the PK9 bridge 3 

in front of you.  You cross the bridge, and automatically you get to the roadblock at 4 

PK9 where the Seleka were located.  So that's -- that's my explanation to you, ma'am.  5 

So the bridge is in the middle of the two camps. 6 

Q.   [11:57:36] That's very clear to me.  So when I cross the bridge, I leave Pissmiss, I 7 

cross the bridge heading towards Bangui.  You said that there was a roadblock.  8 

That was the metal pulley in front of the gendarmerie station; am I correct?  9 

A.   [11:58:00] You cross the bridge, and then you are at the roadblock.  The 10 

roadblock is opened, and then you can go towards Castel, gendarmerie.  So it's at the 11 

bridge.  It's at the bridge; that's where the roadblock is.  12 

Q.   [11:58:32] Yes, I understand, but my question is more specific.  There also was a 13 

small gendarme station at the roadblock, the real roadblock, where the pull has to be 14 

lifted up.  Do we agree on that point? 15 

A.   [11:58:52] Yes. 16 

Q.   [11:58:53] And then once you get over the bridge and there is the metal pull and 17 

the gendarmerie station, you keep on going towards Bangui, and then you see a 18 

gendarmerie station; correct? 19 

A.   [11:59:13] Correct. 20 

Q.   [11:59:16] In front of the first small gendarmerie station, the one close to the 21 

roadblock held by the Seleka, there is a spot right there where you can get something 22 

to drink; is that right? 23 

A.   [11:59:41] Yes, that's right.  24 

Q.   [11:59:53] Just a moment, Mr Witness.  I'm just going to seek clarification. 25 
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A.   [12:00:00] Thank you. 1 

(Counsel confers)  2 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:00:32](Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [12:00:34] And aside from the Seleka, where the Seleka were positioned, there 4 

was -- the Burundi soldiers were stationed as well. 5 

A.   [12:00:46] That's correct, madam. 6 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:00:56] Mr President, could we go into private session for just a few 7 

questions, please. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:01:01] Yes, of course. 9 

Private session.  10 

(Private session at 12.01 p.m.) 11 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:01:20] We are in private session, Mr President. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:01:22] Thank you.  I apologise if I go back and forth.  I am trying 13 

to be careful. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:01:27] It's absolutely okay.  Please continue. 15 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:01:31](Interpretation) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

A.   [12:01:57] That is correct, madam. 21 

Q.   [12:02:02] I'm now going to show you a video because I want to visualise it.  22 

We're going to go slowly because I'd like you to confirm that you see the position of 23 

Seleka and the Burundi.  This is 42 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2055-2610.  24 

And for the records, it's 2 minutes 54 seconds.  No interpretation is required from the 25 
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interpreters. One moment until we start, please.  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:02:50] I see a smile on the interpreter's face.  2 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:02:58] Mr President, with your leave, can I just consult my client 3 

just to make sure my geography was correct?  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:03:16] Absolutely, of course you can do that.  5 

Take your time.  6 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  7 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:04:14] (Interpretation) 8 

Q.   [12:04:14] Mr Witness, we've just paused at 3:18.  Is this the Seleka post that we 9 

see displayed on the screen? 10 

A.   [12:04:29] That is correct, madam.  11 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)  12 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:04:47](Interpretation) 13 

Q.   [12:04:48] Just go back.  We'd stopped at 3:22.  When you see in the middle of 14 

the screen, is that the PK9 barrier which you were referring to?  Do we agree on that? 15 

A.   [12:05:04] That is correct, madam.  16 

Q.   [12:05:09] And, again, on the screen, on top, on the bags, it is the Seleka post.  17 

Do we agree on that? 18 

A.   [12:05:21] That is correct, madam.  19 

Q.   [12:05:30] And at this place, it is where the Burundi set themselves up; is that 20 

correct? 21 

A.   [12:05:38] That is correct, madam.  22 

Q.   [12:06:18] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Another subject.  In your statement, you 23 

state that you went into the bush with the aim of chasing them away when talking 24 

about the Seleka, paragraph 27.  How did you proceed to chase away the Seleka 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-167-Red4-ENG CT2 WT 24-10-2022 42/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                        (Private Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 
 

24.10.2022          Page 43 
 

(Redacted) 1 

A.   [12:06:47] Thank you, madam.  Because the moment was very difficult, it was 2 

very difficult to live.  Everyone went into the bush to defend themselves with the 3 

means that they had available, which they had in their own hands in order to defend 4 

the country.  For the soldiers, if you had a weapon, you took it with you and use it in 5 

case you were attacked by the Seleka.  So it was with this in mind that I said, "We 6 

have come together to chase out the Seleka."  That was it, madam.  I hope I've 7 

answered your question. 8 

Q.   [12:07:52] So you were chasing the Seleka.  (Redacted) 9 

A.   [12:08:04] Thank you for the question, madam.  I think that the world 10 

was -- bore witness to what the Seleka did.  Before Djotodia left power, the Seleka 11 

took people in a bus of a gentleman who was wearing a T-shirt with the image of the 12 

former president.  They took everyone.  They killed them and threw them into the 13 

water.  They killed people, put them in bags and threw them into the water.  So 14 

they committed exactions on civilians.  From this fact, everyone had to bear in mind 15 

to try and get rid of the Seleka, to chase them out. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:09:00] Always the question.  Can we go to open 17 

session?  Not yet.  Okay.  Please continue. 18 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:09:06] Soon though. 19 

Q.   [12:09:10](Interpretation) (Redacted) If you were an enemy and 20 

captured, you must be taken to the base.  That's in paragraph 29.  Why did you say 21 

that the enemy should be taken to the base?  22 

A.   [12:09:28] Thank you, madam.  It was to *make sure that the elements did not 23 

go too far and kill people senselessly. They were told to take them to the base. In that 24 

way, we were hoping to call the Sangaris or hand them over to the Sangaris to take 25 
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them perhaps to prison or to take them to the gendarmerie.  And that's why  1 

(Redacted), so that the enemy would be taken to the base.  2 

Q.   [12:10:14] And before the Sangaris were deployed and before the Seleka left 3 

power, before Djotodia left power, do you agree you couldn't take the enemy to the 4 

prison, you couldn't give an enemy to the Sangaris before that? 5 

* A.   [12:10:35] When Djotodia was still in power, the Seleka were not joking around. 6 

If one of them saw you, he would kill you.  So you had to defend yourself against 7 

him.  This order came when Djotodia had left power. (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  That was the position, madam.  9 

Q.   [12:11:11] And what is an enemy? 10 

A.   [12:11:16] If he has a weapon in his hands to kill you, that is an enemy.  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:12:19] My question is addressed more to the Prosecution.  Can I 18 

do 5 December in public session? 19 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:12:29] I don't see why not.  It's just a question of whether 20 

or not the questions will identify the witness.  So I suppose we can do it in open 21 

session, then we will see how it goes. 22 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:12:38] Okay.  Thank you. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:12:38] I also think so.  Looking at the evidence 24 

in the Rule 68(3) statement and what he has given here in court, you can give it a try  25 
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at least.  1 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:12:50] So with your leave, Mr President, we can go in public 2 

session. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:12:55] Then we go to open session.  4 

(Open session at 12.13 p.m.) 5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:13:10] We are in open session, Mr President.  6 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:13:14](Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [12:13:15] I'd like to talk about 5 December, Mr Witness.  I've understood that 8 

you didn't participate in the 5 December attack, no one asked you to participate, and 9 

that you realised that this took place after it had taken place; is that correct?  Is that 10 

what you said in your testimony? 11 

A.   [12:13:35] That is correct, madam.  12 

Q.   [12:13:41] I'll go more slow.   13 

Where were you, specifically, just the day before the attack? 14 

A.   [12:13:53] Could you repeat the question for me, madam. 15 

Q.   [12:13:57] The day before the attack, 4 December, where were you?  Just wait 16 

before answering my question.  You're going too fast.  Where were you?  What 17 

place were you at?  18 

A. [12:14:17] I was in my initial post, which you've just mentioned {ICR: (Redacted)}.  19 

Q.   [12:14:35] The day before the attack, the days preceding the attack, you went to 20 

{ICR: (Redacted)}, to mobilise people? 21 

A.   [12:14:54] Could you repeat the question, madam. 22 

Q.   [12:14:58] The 4 December, the day before the attack, or in the days preceding 4 23 

December, did you go {ICR: (Redacted)}, to mobilise people? 24 

A. [12:15:26] It was after the attack {ICR: (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)} France had said, that we must 1 

be united and carry out attacks together, but we mustn't have dispersed attacks.  We 2 

had to wait and encircle Bangui so that we could exert pressure so that Djotodia 3 

leaves power.  And that was after 5 December, okay, {ICR: (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)}. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:16:08] I think it's difficult to stay in open session.  6 

So I think we go better to private session.  And then the witness can also openly 7 

speak about his sources and where he was and so, because all these things potentially, 8 

especially if you put them together, they could identify him. 9 

(Private session at 12.16 p.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:16:46] We are in private session, Mr President.  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

Prosecution deposed in tab 5 of the Defence, CAR-OTP-2054-1480.  There were 25 
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several calls between 4 and 5 December.  Was the aim of these calls which you 1 

explained to us, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

A.   [12:19:15] That's correct.  4 

Q.   [12:19:38] I have a question regarding the call with Yekatom on 5 December.  I 5 

first want to remind you of what you said on Friday, and then I'll put my question.  6 

So listen carefully. 7 

*You said you called Yekatom on 5 December 2013. At 10:38, on Friday, you said, "I 8 

called him directly.  I have his number."  And you specified that it is the number 9 

that you use all the time which ends in (Redacted). You said, "This is the number 10 

which I use at all moments." 11 

My question is:  When you called Mr Yekatom on his telephone on 5 December, was 12 

it with your own personal telephone with the number you used at that time, which 13 

you recognised and which ends with (Redacted)? 14 

A.   [12:20:50] (No interpretation)  15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:20:53] Sorry, correction:  (Redacted). 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:20:57](Interpretation)  17 

Q.   [12:20:58] Now, in 34 you say that members of your family informed you of the 18 

attack against Ngaragba.  You deleted this from your statement when you came to 19 

prepare for your testimony.  So in the corrected version, this is deleted.  Could you 20 

explain to us why.  21 

A.   [12:21:26] If you don't mind, could you repeat the question. 22 

Q.   [12:21:31] Of course I will.  In paragraph 34, it's written in the original version 23 

that "Members of my family informed me of the attack against Ngaragba."  When 24 

you reread the statement, before coming here to give testimony, you deleted that part.  25 
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Could you tell me why.  1 

A.   [12:22:05] Thank you for having asked me this question.  Because Ngaragba, 2 

(Redacted)  And when 3 

this attack took place, they telephoned, as they usually do when they -- they usually 4 

telephone me.  They telephoned me and said, (Redacted)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) This was what the calls were about.  7 

And I thought it was -- there was no point that it appeared and I deleted it. 8 

Q.   [12:23:16] So you thought the members of the family who informed you of the 9 

attack of Ngaragba, that's why you deleted it; am I correct in that? 10 

A.   [12:23:25] Yes, that is correct, madam.  11 

Q.   [12:23:39] In paragraph 38 of your statement, you state that Yekatom (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) he received the order to attack from Captain Ngremangou and no one else.  13 

During your testimony on Friday, you said Yekatom obeyed an order of Ngremangou 14 

to join the men together for the attack.  That's what you said on Friday.  15 

For the sake of clarifications, because (Redacted), before 5 December, do you agree 16 

that Mr Yekatom worked in bureau 3 and his superior was Ngremangou?  17 

A.   [12:24:28] Before 5 December 2013? 18 

Q.   [12:24:31] Before 2013, before the arrival in Bangui. 19 

A.   [12:24:37] Before March 2013, Yekatom was -- or still was working in the Bureau 20 

of Camp de Roux.  He wasn't -- he wasn't in the bush. 21 

Q.   [12:24:57] He worked in B3 under the orders of Captain Ngremangou; is that 22 

correct? 23 

A.   [12:25:04] *He was a soldier. * He served under the Chief of Staff, but not under 24 

Captain Ngemangou.  25 
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Q.   [12:25:16] Was Ngremangou *at the B3 or elsewhere? 1 

A.   [12:25:24] After the entry of the Seleka, I don't know -- before the entry of the 2 

Seleka, I'm not sure.  3 

Q.   [12:26:00] I'm going to --  (Speaks English) Mr President, I'm going to change 4 

subject, and I -- I think I can do it in public session.  If I could give it a try and then --  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:26:12] Yes, then we do that.  At least we try it. 6 

Open session.  7 

(Open session at 12.26 p.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:26:32] We are in open session, Mr President.  9 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:26:42](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [12:26:44] You said that on 20 December, the Seleka attacked the positions of 11 

Ngremangou and Yekatom in Bangui.  I want to go back to these clashes.  Do you 12 

know whether the Seleka attacked from PK5? 13 

A.   [12:27:08] Sorry, could you repeat the question, please. 14 

Q.   [12:27:14] You talked about a clash on 20 December 2013.  You stated that the 15 

Seleka attacked the positions of Ngremangou and Yekatom in Bangui.  16 

A.   [12:27:35] That is correct, madam.  17 

Q.   [12:27:41] When the Seleka attacked the positions of Yekatom and Ngremangou 18 

in Bangui, do you know whether these attacks started from PK5?  19 

A.   [12:27:57] I don't know the path that the Seleka used to attack Ngremangou, but 20 

they often -- often attacked Ngremangou or the position of Yekatom Rambo. 21 

Q.   [12:28:22] You indicated, when you talked about the Ngremangou base, that this 22 

was behind the Boeing Airport, on Friday, and you said there was a high number of 23 

elements there.  Am I correct in saying that the elements, if you know, that the 24 

Ngremangou elements were scattered in Berkai, Boeing, and part of Cattin in  25 
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December 2013? 1 

A.   [12:29:03] I don't know -- or the exact positions, I don't know. 2 

Q.   [12:29:16] So when -- what time did the exchange of fire take place on  3 

20 December? 4 

* A.   [12:29:28] Sometimes at 6 o'clock in the morning, until 8 or 9, sometimes  5 

5 o'clock in the morning, et cetera.  So the attack took place very frequently in the 6 

morning.  That's what the Seleka always did.  7 

Q.   [12:29:49] Just listen to me carefully, Mr Witness, because I don't want to  8 

talk about the attacks in general of the Seleka.  I want to talk about the one of  9 

20 December.  If you don't know, just say you don't know.  I don't want you to 10 

guess.  I want specific information.  I don't expect you to know everything, so if you 11 

don't know, just tell me.  "I wasn't there, I don't know." 12 

So 20 December, what time did the exchange of fire take place on that particular day? 13 

A.   [12:30:31] From my position, from what I heard, the gunshots started from about 14 

6 or 7 in the morning.  That's when I heard the shots. 15 

Q.   [12:30:51] Over the radio or via MISCA or international organisations, and on  16 

20 December, the Seleka had opened fire on the Saint-Jacques monastery and killed at 17 

least 27 people.  Did you hear about that?  18 

A.   [12:31:12] No.  19 

Q.   [12:31:30] You said that you were positioned at your base - and don't name the 20 

base because we are in open session - you were positioned at the base when you 21 

heard gunfire and you said that you called Mr Yekatom.  How much time elapsed 22 

between the moment you heard the shooting and the moment that you called 23 

Mr Yekatom on 20 December? 24 

A.   [12:32:07] It was at 6 o'clock.  I said it was as of 6 or 7 in the morning.  That is  25 
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when I would hear the shots, and I would ask for (Overlapping speakers)  1 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:32:28] Overlapping. 2 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:32:30](Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [12:32:30] So you would call Mr Yekatom between 6 and 7? 4 

A.   [12:32:35] Yes, at the time of the attack on 20 December.  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:32:43] Please slow down a little bit with your 6 

next questions.  7 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:32:54](Interpretation) 8 

Q.   [12:32:56] Yekatom informed you that the Seleka were attacking on 20 9 

December -- I beg your pardon.  I think it would be better --  10 

(Speaks English) Mr President, I'm sorry, I think the next question is better in private 11 

session. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:33:11] Private session. 13 

(Private session at 12.33 p.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:33:28] We are in private session, Mr President.  15 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:33:49](Interpretation) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

* Q.   [12:47:17] In your statement, you said that the bodies of civilians in 16 

Gbaya-Doumbia were laid to rest to be viewed at the Ali Babolo mosque.  That's 17 

something that you saw on the television, on France 24, because you didn't actually 18 

go yourself; is that correct? 19 

A.   [12:47:41] Correct.  20 

Q.   [12:47:57] (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) and you had some discussions, it was explained to you that the Seleka had 22 

attacked and that the men -- well, that the fighting was over and that's when you 23 

went back to your base.  Have I understood you correctly?  24 

A.   [12:48:24] That is correct, ma'am.  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

A.   [12:48:49] That is correct, ma'am.  2 

Q.   [12:48:56] And when you saw on France 24 the bodies of the civilians at the 3 

mosque, that is when you were surprised and you came to the conclusion that during 4 

the fighting some civilians had died.  Have I understood you correctly? 5 

A.   [12:49:19] If you don't mind, I'll explain this to you and to the Court, if you don't 6 

mind. 7 

Q.   [12:49:34] I'd like you to first answer my question.  When you said in your 8 

statement, "To my great surprise, the civilians had been attacked."  So the surprise 9 

came when you saw this on France 24; have I understood you correctly? 10 

A.   [12:49:55] Yes, that is correct, ma'am.  11 

Q.   [12:50:07] I'd like to switch to another topic now, Mr Witness.  When you met 12 

with the investigators -- well, I think we can do this in open session. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  Mr President, we could go back to public session.  Thank you.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:50:23] Open session.  15 

(Open session at 12.50 p.m.) 16 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:50:38] We are in open session, Mr President.  17 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:50:41] Thank you. 18 

Q.   [12:50:43](Interpretation) During your meeting with the investigators from the 19 

Prosecution, you said that you had heard people talking about a captain who had 20 

escaped the prison and joined Mr Yekatom's group.  This captain was Gilbert 21 

Kamezolai.  22 

A.   [12:51:12] That is correct, ma'am. 23 

Q.   [12:51:16] Do you know the position of Gilbert Kamezolai after he escaped? 24 

A.   [12:51:26] After he escaped, I heard that he went back to Yamwara to protect  25 
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himself there.  He joined Yekatom there. 1 

Q.   [12:51:43] In your statement, you said that you spoke to Mr Yekatom who 2 

confirmed to you that Mr Kamezolai had joined up with them.  From your 3 

understanding of the conversations, either with Mr Yekatom or Mr Kamezolai or 4 

others, this man joined Mr Yekatom immediately after escaping, just before 5 5 

December?  *Because if I recall correctly, this man escaped from prison on the 21st of 6 

November. 7 

A.   [12:52:23] That's right.  That is right.  That is correct.  8 

Q.   [12:52:32] Am I correct in saying that Kamezolai also confirmed that he joined 9 

Yekatom's men and group in this manner? 10 

A.   [12:52:44] I contacted Rambo, and he confirmed that Kamezolai was there.  I 11 

didn't know his number, but when I ran into them, I got that contact information and 12 

was able to call him. 13 

Q.   [12:53:20] Am I to understand from your response that at one point you began 14 

to have telephone calls with Mr Kamezolai? 15 

A.   [12:53:30] Yes, that is correct, ma'am.  16 

Q.   [12:53:35] On the two telephone numbers that you gave to the Prosecutor in 17 

your statement, I don't expect you to remember the exact numbers today, but do you 18 

remember meeting the Prosecutor in 2017 and giving two telephone numbers for 19 

Kamezolai? 20 

A.   [12:53:53] That is correct, ma'am.  21 

Q.   [12:54:04] Do you also remember that Kamezolai at one particular time used an 22 

Azur number that belonged to his wife? 23 

A.   [12:54:15] I don't know, ma'am.  24 

Q.   [12:54:25] Once you began having telephone calls with Captain Kamezolai, am I 25 
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correct to say that he knew how many elements you had? 1 

A.   [12:54:37] No, ma'am.  2 

Q.   [12:54:49] Am I correct in saying that you had contacts with Gilbert Kamezolai 3 

before the attack of 5 December?  4 

A.   [12:55:04] He was -- he had fled.  He was fleeing.  He was with Yekatom, and 5 

then I had the time to be in contact with him.  6 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:55:28] Mr President, for the next three questions, four questions, if 7 

we could go to private session, with your leave. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:55:37] Yes.   9 

We go to private session.  10 

(Private session at 12.55 p.m.) 11 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:55:49] We are in private session, Mr President. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:55:55](Interpretation) 13 

Q.   [12:55:57] (Redacted) 14 

are you in a position to tell me, if you remember, how often you would speak to him 15 

on the telephone between the time he escaped in November 2013 and April 2014?  16 

Would you speak to him every day, every week, several times per week? 17 

(Redacted) 18 

Q.   [12:56:40] In actual fact, between November 2013 and April 2014, on your 19 

telephone, the number that ends -- well, I'll give, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted), which you gave to the Prosecutor, in your statement it's mentioned, 21 

between those two dates there are approximately (Redacted).  To the best of your 22 

memory, does that correspond to the frequency of your contacts with him?  I'm not 23 

asking you for a specific number, but is that sort of the frequency,  24 

(Redacted) between November 2013 and April 2014?  This is at tab 6, 25 
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CAR-D29-0004-0048.  Tab 6 of the Defence binder. 1 

A.   [12:58:11] I don't remember, ma'am.  2 

Q.   [12:58:14] That's no problem.  I wasn't expecting a specific number, but can we 3 

agree that you called -- called him much more than five times per month, that you 4 

called him quite frequently. 5 

A.   [12:58:31] Yes.  Maybe four or five times *perhaps per month.  But *to have 6 

(Redacted) perhaps per month -- well, I don't know.  7 

Q.   [12:58:55] Do you agree that in December 2013, Captain Kamezolai was 8 

appointed chief of staff? 9 

A.   [12:59:06] Of the Anti-Balaka, the southern Anti-Balaka. 10 

Q.   [12:59:11] Yes, chief of staff, Anti-Balaka south.  Are we in agreement? 11 

A.   [12:59:20] Agreed. 12 

Q.   [12:59:21] During the entire duration --   13 

(Speaks English) Sorry, Mr President, I think we could go back to open session for this 14 

part. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:59:33] We can go back to open session.  We 16 

have 1 o'clock.  17 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:59:39] I'm in your hands.  I have seven, eight questions on this 18 

subject, and then I change subjects.  But I don't mind stopping now.  It's up to you. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:59:48] Because we are now going to open 20 

session, I think we will stop now, and we have the lunch break until 2.30. 21 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:59:58] All rise. 22 

(Recess taken at 1.00 p.m.)  23 

(Upon resuming in private session at 2.31 p.m.) 24 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:31:47] All rise. 25 
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Please be seated.  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:09] So we are in private session, as I 2 

understand it.  And you had already announced -- no, I think I wanted to go to open 3 

session.  This is my short-time memory that sometimes (Overlapping speakers)  4 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:24] No, no, you're right, but there is one question that might 5 

identify him. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:29] Okay.  Fine. 7 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:35](Interpretation) 8 

Q.   [14:32:36] Good afternoon, Mr Witness. 9 

A.   [14:32:38] Same to you. 10 

Q.   [14:32:41] Captain Kamezolai, let's turn back to him.  To your knowledge, did 11 

he try to get a high-level position within the military hierarchy or the transitional 12 

government? 13 

A.   [14:33:02] No, ma'am. 14 

Q.   [14:33:03] (Redacted) any kind of document that he would use to try to get a 15 

high-level position? 16 

A.   [14:33:14] He tried several times but was unsuccessful. 17 

Q.   [14:33:21] So he tried several times but didn't succeed.  Tried what?  Can you 18 

explain to me?  19 

A.   [14:33:31] Perhaps he was trying to get a military position, perhaps to be a 20 

counsellor to the presidency, but it was not successful.  It didn't go anywhere.  21 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:33:58] Mr President, your microphone is on.  Thank you.  22 

Q.   [14:34:04](Interpretation) How did you know that he had tried to get a position 23 

like a bodyguard or counsellor at the presidency but the negotiations were 24 

unsuccessful?  How did you come to know that? 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

A.   [14:34:36] He was trying to get a position.  3 

Q.   [14:34:53] Did he try to get you yourself to get a position as well, a high-level 4 

position of some kind?  5 

A.   [14:35:07] I beg your pardon?  Could you repeat the question. 6 

Q.   [14:35:17] During the various attempts by Mr Kamezolai to get a position of 7 

responsibility, did he try to get one for you?  Did he make any requests that you too 8 

receive a position of responsibility?  9 

A.   [14:35:36] He tried to get soldiers.  He wanted them to get ranks during the 10 

transition.  He tried to do that, but it didn't work. 11 

Q.   [14:36:04] I'd like to show you a document, tab 7 of the Defence binder, 12 

CAR-OTP-2092-1737.  CAR-OTP-2092-1737. Have you seen this document before, 13 

Mr Witness?  Take some time to read it.  14 

A.   [14:37:06] No, I haven't seen this document.  This is the first time I've seen it. 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:38:00] (Interpretation) If the court usher could scroll down.  23 

Q.   [14:38:07] When you said "He did that," I believe you're talking about Captain 24 

Kamezolai.  His signature is there. 25 
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A.   [14:38:22] Yes. 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

A.   [14:38:34] I didn't know that.  5 

(Redacted) 6 

A.   [14:38:48] No, ma'am. 7 

Q.   [14:38:54] Am I correct in saying that Mr Kamezolai was related to Andre 8 

Nzapayeke, the prime minister? 9 

A.   [14:39:11] I'm not -- I don't really know about that, ma'am. 10 

Q.   [14:39:16] So you don't know? 11 

A.   [14:39:17] No, I don't know.  (Redacted) any links between him 12 

and that person. 13 

Q.   [14:39:24] Did anyone else tell you that Kamezolai was related to Prime Minister 14 

Andre Nzapayeke? 15 

A.   [14:39:48] No, ma'am. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:39:51] (Interpretation) If we could zoom out a little bit so we can 17 

see the entire document.  Thank you.  18 

Q.   [14:40:03] Normally speaking, when official communications are sent to the 19 

government and it has to do with soldiers, normally speaking, is a copy -- because, 20 

you see, there is a stamp here, and it reads "Presidency of the Republic."  Normally, a 21 

copy would be sent to the Ministry of Defence since this has to do with soldiers, if you 22 

know.  23 

A.   [14:40:36] No, ma'am. 24 

Q.   [14:40:49] I understand that you weren't aware of this document.  But if we set 25 
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aside this document for now.  Now (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

A.   [14:41:13] No, he never talked to me about that.  Maybe he kept it as a secret for 4 

himself.  He didn't talk to me about that. 5 

Q.   [14:41:26] I'd like to show you another document.  This is at tab 8 of the 6 

Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2101-3241. A few moments ago you said that 7 

Mr Kamezolai tried more than once to negotiate a position in the government for 8 

himself or a military rank.  I'd like to show you this document, Captain – this 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  Is that another example of 11 

Mr Kamezolai's attempts to gain a position in the government or within the military 12 

hierarchy? 13 

A.   [14:42:50] This is the first time I've seen this document.  Maybe he did this of 14 

his own initiative, but (Redacted).  This is the first time I've seen this document, 15 

ma'am. 16 

Q.   [14:43:13] Am I to understand from your answer that you were not at all aware 17 

that a document indicating that (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  So are you saying that someone  19 

else expressed this need on your behalf? 20 

A.   [14:43:42] No, ma'am.  21 

Q.   [14:43:57] Thank you.  This document can be removed from the screen. 22 

I still have a series of questions about this man, the captain, Captain Kamezolai.  I 23 

think we can do these questions in open session.  If necessary, I'll ask for us to 24 

go (Overlapping speakers) (Speaks English) Mr President, with your leave, we could25 
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go in open session.  Thank you. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:44:39] Yes. 2 

Then we go to open session. 3 

(Open session at 2.44 p.m.) 4 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:44:56] We are in open session, Mr President.  5 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:45:07](Interpretation) 6 

Q.   [14:45:08] In your signed statement, you indicated that after the meeting of  7 

*31 December in Yamwara, {ICR: (Redacted)} received some funds from  8 

Captain Kamezolai, but he used them improperly.  These are your words.  In other 9 

words, he misused funds. Could you tell us the total amount of the -- these funds 10 

given to {ICR: (Redacted)}?  11 

A.   [14:46:02] Thank you, ma'am.  I didn't hear the amount, but I just heard that 12 

{ICR: (Redacted)} has received money from Captain Kamezolai, and now he didn't give the 13 

money back and the captain got angry at him and wanted his money back.  {ICR: 14 

(Redacted)} couldn't stay because of that. As for the amount, I don't have any idea 15 

what the amount was.  I just know about the deal, the money.  But the actual 16 

amount, that's a matter between Kamezolai {ICR: (Redacted)} didn't tell me that and 17 

Kamezolai didn't tell me that, but they just told me about the money. 18 

Q.   [14:47:14] Did that take place after the meeting of 31 December but before 19 

President Djotodia stepped down? 20 

A.   [14:47:30] It was before he resigned. 21 

Q.   [14:47:44] Could you be more explicit.  Tell us more about the conversation.  22 

You mentioned this in your statement, but what did Captain Kamezolai say {ICR: 23 

(Redacted)}? 24 

A.   [14:48:07] Could we go into private session?25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:48:13] Private session. 1 

(Private session at 2.48 p.m.) 2 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:48:32] We are in private session, Mr President. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:48:47] You can now answer, Mr Witness.  We 4 

are in private session.  5 

THE WITNESS:  [14:48:59](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  That's my explanation.   14 

If you have any more questions, I can answer them. 15 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:50:36](Interpretation) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

A.   [14:50:45] He was in another group.  I didn't know about the other -- I didn't 19 

know the other group.  He came to the place where I was, and he talked to me about 20 

that, and then he said that he had gone to see Captain Kamezolai because Kengwa 21 

had taken his money, and he is now the person responsible for new commissioners so 22 

he was going to go and see him.   23 

So that's the information I got. 24 

Q.   [14:51:39] Last question about this.  Captain Kamezolai, you say he got worked 25 
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up.  Were you present when he got upset, worked up? 1 

A.   [14:51:54] *He said that if… if… if Kengwa did  not give him his money, he 2 

would go after him, and so — Kengwa was afraid.  He was an officer.  He was 3 

frightened, and so he got out of there. 4 

Q.   [14:52:15] Thank you. (Speaks English) Mr President, with your leave, we could 5 

go back to open session. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:52:21] Yes. We go to open session.  7 

(Open session at 2.52 p.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:52:40] We are in open session, Mr President.  9 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:52:53](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [14:52:53] Mr Witness, do you know General Alias Abou?  11 

A.   [14:53:07] Could you repeat the name. 12 

Q.   [14:53:12] General Alias Abou.  13 

A.   [14:53:23] No, ma'am. 14 

Q.   [14:53:23] So you yourself personally, you never gave information to anyone 15 

about the actions allegedly done by General Alias Abou, a civilian who was allegedly 16 

called General Alias Abou? 17 

A.   [14:53:58] No. 18 

Q.   [14:53:58] Do you remember someone called Moussa who was disabled and 19 

who was at PK5, who committed acts of violence and abuse for the Seleka?  20 

A.   [14:54:17] I heard about a disabled person at Kilometre 5, but I don't know his 21 

name or his work.  His work was to take people, and he was the one who would slit 22 

their throats and collect the blood, collect the blood and the necessary parts, and then 23 

sell them to people.  But I don't know his name and I don't know exactly what the 24 

place was.  But if it was at Kilometre 5, I did hear about that. 25 
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Q.   [14:55:06] Have you ever heard about Mr Bala who apparently came and threw 1 

a grenade that -- he threw a grenade that killed between 20 and 24 people in Fatima? 2 

A. [14:55:30] I heard about that, {ICR: (Redacted)}.  3 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:55:57] Mr President, I'm now going on the -- I'm changing subjects, 4 

and I'm going on the meetings at Yamwara school.  I'm not sure, I need a bit of 5 

guidance, because I think part of it was done in public and part was ... 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:56:14] Well, it's always difficult, I would say, 7 

because the witness -- for example, as I always say, if the witness is going to talk 8 

about where he has his knowledge from -- I don't know where you are heading at.  9 

Let's give it a try in open session.  And once we recognise that it might become 10 

difficult, we go back to private session. 11 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:56:45] Thank you. 12 

Q.   [14:56:50](Interpretation) I'd like to talk about the meetings at Yamwara, but I'd 13 

like to begin by asking you this:  To your knowledge, how many meetings were held 14 

at Yamwara, meetings late in December?  15 

A.   [14:57:14] There must have been two meetings, unless I'm mistaken. 16 

Q.   [14:57:31] Was Mamadou Guiyegba present at both, to your knowledge? 17 

A.   [14:57:40] That is correct.  18 

Q.   [14:57:47] In your statement, you talked about the minutes that were drafted by 19 

Mamadou Guiyegba during these meetings at the Yamwara school late in December 20 

2013.  What do you mean by "minutes"? 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:58:07] Which paragraph, please. 22 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:58:09] 41 and 45.  23 

Q.   [14:58:23] (Interpretation) I'll put my question again, Mr Witness. 24 

When you make mention of these meetings at the Yamwara school, paragraph 41 and 25 
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paragraph 45 of your statement, you talked about the minutes of the meeting.  Could 1 

you explain to me, what did you mean by minutes of the meeting taken by or drafted 2 

by Mamadou?  3 

A.   [14:58:57] Thank you very much.  Well, what I mean is this:  During a meeting, 4 

everything that was said, he would write down.  He would write about the exactions 5 

done by the Seleka.  He would write that down.  So he would write these things 6 

down, like minutes, a record of what was said, so that if ever there were questions, he 7 

would be able to take out the minutes to remember what each person had said.  So 8 

that's what I meant when I talked about minutes.  9 

Q.   [14:59:57] During the two meetings, he took notes of what each person said? 10 

A.   [15:00:04] Yes. 11 

Q.   [15:00:05] And he also took note of the series of crimes committed by the Seleka 12 

that were discussed at these meetings; have I understood? 13 

A.   [15:00:16] Yes, that is correct.  14 

Q.   [15:00:24] I'm being -- there are some signals coming my way.  Apparently 15 

we're talking too fast.  Please wait three seconds before you answer my question.  16 

A.   [15:00:35] Okay, ma'am. 17 

Q.   [15:00:38] Now, on Friday the Prosecutor put a document to you.  You might 18 

remember it, it was a document with names and signatures, and you explained what 19 

that document was about. Now, {ICR: (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)}, that is to say, the document that showed the  21 

participants of the southern group who took part and said they wanted to become 22 

{ICR: (Redacted)}.  There were names, there were signatures, there were  23 

telephone numbers, and you explained that that was -- that that document showed 24 

that they were in agreement? 25 
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A.   [15:01:27] That's right, madam. 1 

{ICR: (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted)} 11 

A.   [15:02:32] Well, if I might, I'll explain something about that.  It might take a few 12 

minutes. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:02:43] Well, I think since we are talking about 14 

minutes, why not give you a few minutes to -- Mr Vanderpuye doesn't like the idea. 15 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:02:53] No, I actually agree with the idea.  The concern that 16 

I have is we are in open session and --  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:02:57] Yes, yes, I agree again. 18 

We go back to public session -- excuse me, private session.  It's back and forth, yeah. 19 

(Private session at 3.03 p.m.) 20 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:03:18] We are in private session, Mr President. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:03:21] Thank you. And if you allow me, if the 22 

participants and parties allow me a remark.  If we could get hold of (Redacted), 23 

this would of course be really very important. Well, Mr Witness, now we are in 24 

private session.  You can answer.  You can take your time and answer what you 25 
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know about (Redacted) and their whereabouts, so to speak. 1 

THE WITNESS:  [15:03:49](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 2 

(Redacted) Let me explain.  (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted), as I just explained, when there was a 4 

meeting in N'Djamena to decide on the fate of President Djotodia, from there - this 5 

was the meeting of the African Union - General Mokoko rang in, from one of the 6 

contingents, I believe, and he asked that preparations be made because N'Djamena 7 

had sent an aeroplane to collect him and bring him to Chad to defend the cause of the 8 

Anti-Balaka.  And (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  And that is how it was that Djotodia could not return to the country.  12 

So he was reading it in front of President Deby, and Djotodia could not return to the 13 

country.  And so it was that the African Union decided that Djotodia should step 14 

down, leave power, that power should return to the Central African people.  And 15 

that's what happened, madam.  The document left for N'Djamena, and it was 16 

Leopold Bara who can explain whether he obtained the document or whether it 17 

stayed in N'Djamena. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:06:18] Thank you.  But Leopold Bara could 19 

perhaps explain it, yes.  Ms Dimitri. 20 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:06:28](Interpretation) 21 

Q.   [15:06:30] Witness, the document to which you are referring, the one that 22 

Leopold Bara read in N'Djamena, now do we agree that that was the 12 points, the  23 

12 demands of the Anti-Balaka group, the south Anti-Balaka group? 24 

A.   [15:07:01] Yes, that is correct, madam.  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:07:15] We are in private session, of course, so 1 

when you think it's responsible to go to open session --  2 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:07:23] I think we can. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:07:25] Yeah, then we go to open session.  Okay.  4 

(Open session at 3.07 p.m.) 5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:07:41] We are in open session, Mr President.  6 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:07:50](Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [15:07:52] And along the same lines, Witness, do you agree with me that 8 

Leopold Bara was the person who was in contact with the international community, 9 

and it is for that reason that it was he who organised the meetings at the Yamwara 10 

school, and also the reason why he became the political spokesperson of the 11 

Anti-Balaka south, notably because it was he who had contacts with the international 12 

community?  Do you agree with that? 13 

A.   [15:08:34] Yes, that is correct, madam.  14 

Q.   [15:08:43] And am I also correct in saying that at one of the two meetings at 15 

Yamwara, the objective was not only not to join the groups who wanted to return to 16 

the constitutional order, but also to attempt to convince them to join the Anti-Balaka 17 

south initiative, which was to cooperate with the international community, to call for 18 

the departure of Djotodia; is that correct? 19 

A.   [15:09:31] Could you repeat the question.  That was quite long. 20 

Q.   [15:09:36] Of course.  I'll break it into two parts. 21 

You explained that at those meetings, the southern group refused a return to the 22 

constitutional order; is that correct? 23 

A.   [15:10:01] Yes, that is correct. 24 

Q.   [15:10:05] Now, am I right in saying that one of the objectives of these meetings 25 
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was also to try and convince the others to drop the idea of returning to the 1 

constitutional order but rather to follow the southern group in cooperating with the 2 

international community to call for the departure of Djotodia? 3 

A.   [15:10:36] Yes, that is correct, madam.  4 

Q.   [15:10:48] And when it comes to the southern group, we saw the document with 5 

the names, the telephone numbers and the signatures, the document that the 6 

Prosecutor showed you on Friday.  That was CAR-OTP -- was it also correct to say 7 

that the purpose of the southern group was not only not to return to the constitutional 8 

order but also to protect the civilian population, because protecting that population, 9 

that that group believed required Djotodia to leave and his mercenaries leave? 10 

A.   [15:11:49] Yes, that is correct, madam. 11 

Q.   [15:11:50] And you said that that same group, the signatories of the southern 12 

group wanted, and I quote, "to give the opportunity to the Central African people to 13 

choose their president." 14 

So do I understand correctly that that group, the southern group, wanted Djotodia to 15 

leave and his mercenaries to leave and wanted to give the choice of a new president 16 

to the people of the Central African Republic by means of a democratic vote?  Would 17 

you agree with that? 18 

A.   [15:12:26] Yes, that is correct, madam. 19 

Q.   [15:12:29] Now, you explained a little bit earlier that Captain Kamezolai would 20 

be named the chief of staff of the southern group.  {ICR: (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)} 25 
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Q.   [15:13:17] I'm going to put something to you and please tell me if I've got this 1 

wrong.  {ICR: (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)} 5 

Q.   [15:13:55] So then, am I correct in saying {ICR: (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)} 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:14:26] Mr Vanderpuye. 11 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:14:28] Mr President, I would ask to go into private session 12 

for a moment. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:14:33] Private session.  14 

(Private session at 3.14 p.m.) 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:14:51] We are in private session, Mr President. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:14:53] Well, it suggests itself a little bit, I would 17 

say, but -- because when we -- when we are talking (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Yeah, Ms Dimitri.  And please slow down a little bit.  It's always the same because 23 

you speak the same language, so I fully understand that.  And actually I would not 24 

say in the heat of the questioning, but in the course of the questioning, it's clear that 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-167-Red4-ENG CT2 WT 24-10-2022 73/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                        (Private Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 
 

24.10.2022          Page 74 
 

every once in a while people tend to forget it.   1 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:15:43] Thank you, Mr President.  I will.  2 

Q.   [15:15:58](Interpretation) Witness, we both need to slow down, both you and I. 3 

A.   [15:16:04] Okay. 4 

Q.   [15:16:07] So we have just established that at the first meeting, all of those 5 

present agreed that Captain Kamezolai should be appointed chief of staff. 6 

Now, I've understood that that selfsame evening, (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Now, my question is the following:  At the second meeting, when you said that the 10 

meeting ended rather unsatisfactorily, would I be right in saying that the southern 11 

group pushed on with its initiative of cooperating with the international community, 12 

and from that time on continued onwards with Captain Gilbert Kamezolai as the chief 13 

of staff of the southern group? 14 

A.   [15:17:31] Yes, that is correct, madam.  15 

Q.   [15:17:43] And am I correct in saying that all of the members of the southern 16 

group were in agreement that Captain Kamezolai should be the chief of staff of the 17 

southern group?  18 

A.   [15:17:56] That is correct, madam.  19 

Q.   [15:18:04] And am I also right in saying that Captain Kamezolai would continue 20 

to be the chief of staff of the southern group until the Anti-Balaka south and the 21 

Anti-Balaka of the north would join forces again in June 2014; is that correct? 22 

A.   [15:18:31] That is correct, madam.  23 

Q.   [15:18:40] Now, in your statement, you say that (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:19:03] Paragraph 47.  1 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:19:06] Thank you.  2 

Q.   [15:19:25](Interpretation) (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

A.   [15:19:37] What I know is what I told you.  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

Q. [15:21:13]   (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  Do you agree with that? 18 

A.   [15:21:35] I agree, madam. 19 

Q.   [15:21:43] Now, in your statement, you said that there was another Rambo at the 20 

meeting.  You said he was Jules Yamodo, paragraph 41.  Would I be right in saying 21 

that he was a FACA adjutant? 22 

A.   [15:22:04] That is correct. 23 

Q.   [15:22:08] And would I be right in saying that he was *also the former 24 

aide-de-camp of Bozizé's secretary-general,* Job Ozimba… Izima? 25 
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A.   [15:22:20] (No interpretation)  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:22:28] Well, I think it's paragraph 45, not 41.  I 2 

don't think so.  I'm sure, frankly speaking. 3 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:22:33] Thank you, Mr President. 4 

Q.   [15:22:39] (No interpretation) 5 

A.   [15:22:49] (No interpretation) 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:22:50] We didn't have translation at the 7 

moment.  8 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:22:57] Apologies, your Honour. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:01] No, no problem.   10 

MS DIMITRI:  Shall I repeat?   11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:02] I think it's better you repeat it.  It was a 12 

short question and a short answer.   13 

MS DIMITRI:  No problem.   14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:06] You could repeat it. 15 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:23:08]  16 

Q.   [15:23:09](Interpretation) Apologies, Witness.  From time to time we have 17 

technical difficulties.  I'm going to put my question again.   18 

Jules Yamodo, now his base was in Boeing; is that correct? 19 

A.   [15:23:30] He was with Captain Ngremangou in Boeing.  20 

Q.   [15:23:42] And to your knowledge, did he also work with Sebastien Wenezoui in 21 

Boeing? 22 

A.   [15:23:53] Could you repeat the question, madam. 23 

Q.   [15:24:00] Now, to your knowledge, did Jules Yamodo work with Sebastien 24 

Wenezoui? 25 
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A.   [15:24:12] I'm not familiar with the details.  I don't really know.    1 

Q.   [15:24:19] No problem.  Now, did I understand correctly that Jules Yamodo 2 

was also a ComZone? 3 

A.   [15:24:33] What I know is that he was with Ngremangou, but beyond that, I 4 

don't know, madam.  5 

Q.   [15:24:57] Now, I have a final question regarding the meeting of 31 December.  6 

Am I right in saying that from the point in time that (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

Q.   [15:26:45] Now I would like to talk to -- talk about N'Djamena, and I think that I 18 

can discuss this in open court, so I would invite the Presiding Judge to move into 19 

public session. 20 

Now, if you are going to say something with respect to N'Djamena that might identify 21 

you, let me know beforehand so that we can move into private session. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:07] Well, we give it a try then in private 23 

session -- in open session.  24 

(Open session at 3.27 p.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:27:29] We are back in open session, Mr President. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:31] Well, and important is that Madam Court 2 

Officer understands the Presiding Judge. 3 

Please continue. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:27:42] Thank you, Mr President. 5 

Q.   [15:27:45](Interpretation) Now, if I've understood your testimony correctly, 6 

Witness, after the second meeting in Yamwara, a meeting took place in N'Djamena 7 

during which President Djotodia stepped or stood down; is that correct? 8 

A.   [15:28:09] That is correct.  9 

Q.   [15:28:15] And it was that meeting in N'Djamena that you describe in paragraph 10 

64 of your statement when you say that Idriss Deby sent an aeroplane to collect 11 

Leopold Bara; is that correct? 12 

A.   [15:28:35] That is correct, madam.  13 

Q.   [15:28:55] Now, further to President Djotodia's standing down, do you agree 14 

with me that there was a short transitional period when President Alexandre 15 

Nguendet was in office? 16 

A.   [15:29:17] That is correct. 17 

Q.   [15:29:28] And, also, would I be right in saying that on around 15 January 2014, 18 

so during the transitional administration of Alexandre Nguendet, there was a 19 

ceremony at the National Assembly at which Leopold Bara took the floor on behalf of 20 

the southern group, and I'm going to try and remind you.  Alfred Legrand Ngaya 21 

also took the floor at the same meeting on behalf of Mr Ngaïssona. 22 

Now, do you recall that meeting at the National Assembly?  23 

A.   [15:30:20] That is correct, madam. 24 

Q.   [15:30:23] Am I also correct --  25 
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(Speaks English) I'm sorry, Mr President, could we go into private session, please. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:30:37] Private session. 2 

(Private session at 3.30 p.m.) 3 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:30:49] We are in private session, Mr President. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:30:56](Interpretation) 5 

Q.   [15:30:57] Am I also correct in saying that during this presentation at the 6 

National Assembly on 15 January 2014 - and that's an approximate date - am I correct 7 

in saying that (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

Q.   [15:31:50] Am I correct in saying that when Leopold Bara gave his speech at the 12 

National Assembly, he was not in favour of Francois Bozizé's return to power? 13 

A.   [15:32:05] That is correct, ma'am. 14 

Q.   [15:32:15] I'd now like to discuss (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  I think you will call that Ms Samba-Panza was elected president of the 16 

Central African Republic. 17 

A.   [15:32:44] That is correct, ma'am.  18 

Q.   [15:32:51] Am I also correct in saying that (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

A.   [15:33:42] That is correct. 25 
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Q.   [15:33:51] (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) is that correct? 7 

A.   [15:34:49] Correct. 8 

Q.   [15:34:51] I'd like to show you a document that is from tab 10 of the Defence 9 

binder, CAR-OTP-2087-9027.  And I'll just wait for it to come up on the screen.  This 10 

is an attendance list at the meeting held at the residence of Ms Samba-Panza. 11 

Let me reassure you, we are still in private session, Mr Witness.  (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  Would you agree with that  21 

statement? 22 

A.   [15:37:23] Yes, this is -- this list shows a mixture. 23 

Q.   [15:37:30] So, although the list is a mixture -- forget about the list.  At that 24 

meeting at the residence of Samba-Panza, there were two groups; are we agreed -- are 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-167-Red4-ENG CT2 WT 24-10-2022 80/90 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                        (Private Session)                          ICC-01/14-01/18 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-0954 
 

24.10.2022          Page 81 
 

we in agreement on that point? 1 

A.   [15:37:50] Yes.  2 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:38:08] (Interpretation) The document can be taken off the screen 3 

now.  Thank you.  4 

(Speaks English) Mr President, I think we could safely go back to open session for my 5 

next series. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:38:31] Open session.  7 

(Open session at 3.38 p.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:38:51] We are in open session, Mr President. 9 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:38:54] Thank you. 10 

Q.   [15:38:57](Interpretation) You testified that it was only in May 2014 -- this was 11 

last Friday at 15:15 hours.  You said it was only then that *Sebastien Wenezoui 12 

became the coordinator of the southern group, and you said that there was no 13 

coordinator for the southern group before that time.  Are you with me? 14 

A.   [15:39:23] That is correct, ma'am. 15 

Q.   [15:39:30] You also explained that the meeting that Sebastien Wenezoui was 16 

appointed coordinator of the southern group was an extraordinary meeting that was 17 

held in Pissmiss.  You said that on Friday.  18 

A.   [15:39:48] That is correct. 19 

Q.   [15:39:56] Then you explained that on 28 June 2014, the presentation of the 20 

National Coordination of the Anti-Balaka by the MOUDA association, and I think you 21 

will recall that it was video -- the video that the OTP played for you, and there was a 22 

table, Wenezoui was there as the assistant coordinator, Mr Ngaïssona as the general 23 

coordinator.  Do you remember seeing that video footage? 24 

A.   [15:40:38] Yes. 25 
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Q.   [15:40:38] So during that meeting, the announcement was made, an official 1 

announcement, that the two groups, the northern group and the southern group, it 2 

was then that the National Coordination was announced with Mr Ngaïssona as the 3 

main coordinator and Mr Wenezoui as deputy? 4 

A.   [15:41:11] Yes. 5 

Q.   [15:41:11] Between the meeting in Pissmiss where Wenezoui was appointed 6 

coordinator of the southern Anti-Balaka, between May 2014, this meeting at Pissmiss 7 

and the meeting of June 2014 organised by MOUDA, where Sebastien Wenezoui was 8 

appointed deputy coordinator of the National Coordination, do we agree that there 9 

were no other meetings at which Sebastien Wenezoui was introduced as the deputy 10 

coordinator?  11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:41:54] Correction:  As the coordinator of the southern 12 

group. 13 

THE WITNESS:  [15:41:59](Interpretation) In Pissmiss, up until Pinut (phon) and 14 

now arrived at the Azimut Hotel, during that there were a number of meetings with 15 

the MOUDA association before designating Ngaïssona as the general coordinator. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:42:31] Mr Vanderpuye. 17 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:42:35] Mr President, I don't object to the question insofar as 18 

it characterises what the witness is saying, in terms of Mr Wenezoui's nomination as 19 

the general coordinator of the zone sud.  However, I think counsel is aware that there 20 

is a videotape that's in evidence in this case of that ceremony where he is introduced 21 

by Paleon Zilabo and he is not qualified as the general coordinator of the zone sud but 22 

of all Anti-Balaka on the territory of CAR.  And I think counsel knows that.  So to 23 

the extent that she's characterising his testimony, that's fine, but if she is 24 

characterising the facts which is embodied in the videotape itself, that's a different 25 
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question. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:43:32] Ms Dimitri.   2 

Well, we have the answer already but ...  3 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:43:34] Yes, but I'm -- I'd like to respond because --  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:43:39] Yeah, of course, of course.  5 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:43:41] But could we just ask -- because I don't want to influence 6 

because I'm going to quote previous evidence given by -- by other witnesses.  So 7 

could we just ask that he is either disconnected or that there is muted, muted, maybe 8 

that's simple if it's just muted. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:43:55] Is this to clarify?  Is this really so 10 

important that we have to -- to do that?  I don't think so, actually. 11 

Actually, we have seen several times the video and we have -- we have talked 12 

extensively about this video and about what it entails.  So I suggest that you simply 13 

continue with your questioning, and we don't have to now disconnect the witness 14 

and then connect the witness again.  The witness has a remarkable memory, I would 15 

say, I think everybody sees that.  And he is not easy -- he is not a witness who can 16 

easily be, let's say, manipulated or influenced.  He is a very straightforward witness.  17 

So I think we simply continue, Ms Dimitri, with your next question, so to speak.  18 

Mr Witness, sorry for the interruption, but sometimes in the courtroom there are 19 

discussions about procedural issues and this was one of those instances.  20 

THE WITNESS:  [15:45:08](Interpretation) Not a problem, your Honour. 21 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:45:11](Interpretation) 22 

Q.   [15:45:14] Witness, I am going to repeat my question because I just lost my train 23 

of thought.   24 

At Pissmiss on 15 May 2014, as you understand things, Sebastien Wenezoui was 25 
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appointed coordinator of the Balaka south, in other words, of the southern group; is 1 

that correct? 2 

A.   [15:45:40] Yes, that is correct. 3 

Q.   [15:45:42] And it was only towards the end of June that the north and the south 4 

joined forces.  And that was after a series of negotiating and mediation meetings 5 

with the MOUDA association, the purpose of which was to reconcile the two 6 

Anti-Balaka groups, north and south.  So it was only after a number of meetings 7 

mediated by MOUDA that Sebastien Wenezoui was appointed as the deputy of the 8 

joint group and that Patrice Edouard Ngaïssona was appointed the national 9 

coordinator of the National Coordination; is that correct? 10 

A.   [15:46:34] That is correct, madam. 11 

Q.   [15:46:35] And now, at paragraphs 65 and 66 of your statement, you refer to a 12 

meeting at Lakwanga where Sebastien Wenezoui was appointed general coordinator.  13 

Do you agree with me that that's a mistake, that's a mistake that you made or that the 14 

investigators made? 15 

A.   [15:47:00] That is a mistake of the investigators.  That is a mistake. 16 

Q.   (Overlapping speakers) 17 

A.   [15:47:12] May I say something? 18 

Q.   [15:47:15] We don't want to make the job more difficult for the interpreters.  So 19 

let me put my question first, and then you can provide the information you want to 20 

provide. 21 

A.   [15:47:25] Okay. 22 

Q.   [15:47:27] So we agree that that is a mistake, and the only meeting or ceremony 23 

where Sebastien Wenezoui was appointed general coordinator was the meeting at 24 

Pissmiss in May 2014; is that correct? 25 
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A.   [15:48:07] Yes. 1 

Q.   [15:48:09] And do you agree that at that meeting there were -- at Pissmiss there 2 

were representatives of the Sangaris and of NGOs? 3 

A.   [15:48:24] As far as I recall, Sangaris were present and also other groups.  I 4 

didn't see a member of government or an association.  What I saw, and this is what 5 

I'm telling you, is that the Sangaris were there and other groups were present also.  6 

And if I'm not mistaken, the MOUDA association was present, a few members of the 7 

MOUDA association, if I'm not mistaken. 8 

Q.   [15:49:11] When I refer to government meetings, I'm referring to Leopold Bara, 9 

for instance, who was a minister. 10 

A.   [15:49:18] Yes, that's right. 11 

Q.   [15:49:24] And do you agree with me with that -- that the reason why the 12 

Sangaris and the MOUDA were present at that meeting was because the purpose of 13 

that meeting was to push forward with reunification, reconciliation?  It wasn't a 14 

meeting at which military organisational matters were discussed; is that correct? 15 

A.   [15:49:49] That is correct, madam. 16 

{ICR: (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)} 18 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:50:27] Mr President, with your leave, could we go into private 19 

session, please.  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:50:30] Yeah, private session.   21 

No problem.  22 

(Private session at 3.50 p.m.) 23 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:50:43] We are in private session, Mr President.  24 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:50:54](Interpretation) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) --(Overlapping speakers) 5 

A.   (Overlapping speakers) 6 

Q.   (Overlapping speakers)  7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:51:31] Ms Dimitri --  8 

MS DIMITRI:  I'm going too fast.   9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:51:31] -- We have -- you are rightly telling the 10 

witness to wait a little bit with his answers, but you have also to wait a little bit for the 11 

next question.  So I think the interpreter could not follow. 12 

The last that I have here "Est-ce que j'ai raison que les personnes ..." and from there you 13 

can perhaps continue.  That's the beginning of your last question. 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:52:01] My apologies to the interpreters. 15 

Q.   [15:52:10](Interpretation) I'm just going to repeat my last question because it 16 

was not noted down by the court reporters.   17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  Can you explain to me some more about what you meant by what you 19 

said.  20 

A.   [15:52:46] Sorry, madam, could you repeat the question. 21 

Q.   [15:52:48] Of course.  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [15:53:04] Yes. 24 

Q.   [15:53:09] Can you tell me what you meant when you said (Redacted)? 25 
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A.   [15:53:16] Yes, madam, I'll explain that.  (Redacted) because 1 

the country was basically in chaos.  We shouldn't have been divided.  We shouldn't 2 

have been fighting amongst ourselves.  We needed to join -- join forces, pull together 3 

and to bring about progress in our country.  (Redacted) 4 

because basically the country was at the lowest of depths.  And on the track it was 5 

on, the country was basically going to be wiped off the map.  (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

A.   [15:55:08] That is correct, madam. 14 

Q.   [15:55:12] And do I understand correctly that the soldiers from the southern 15 

group at the Pissmiss meeting worked together with the Sangaris and the MISCA, 16 

and that is notably why they were present at the meeting? 17 

A.   [15:55:32] That is correct, madam.  18 

Q.   [15:55:47] And so it is that thereafter the National Coordination, the one that 19 

you saw on the Prosecutor's video, the one on which we see Mr Ngaïssona, et cetera.  20 

Now, I'm going to show you a document, and what I would like to do is date this 21 

document because it's not very -- the date on it is not very clear.  It's at tab 21 of the 22 

Defence folder, CAR-OTP-2101-3611.  23 

Now, I'm just going to wait until that document is on the screen before you, Witness.  24 

I would like you to be shown page 3613.  3613.  Thank you. 25 
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Now, you can see that the date is not very clear, but you can see Mamadou Guiyegba 1 

as the accountant.  Now, do you agree with me that this document was drawn up 2 

further to the meeting -- further to the creation of the Anti-Balaka National 3 

Coordination with Mr Ngaïssona and Mr Wenezoui as deputy?  Now it must be a 4 

date at the end of June 2014; do you agree with that? 5 

A.   [15:57:55] That is correct. 6 

Q.   [15:58:03] And would I be right in saying that (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

A.   [15:58:43] That is correct. 13 

Q.   [15:58:52] And am I right in saying that one of the reasons why the southern and 14 

northern groups joined forces, and one of the reasons why the MOUDA association 15 

was mediating and was pushing for one single group was one of those reasons to 16 

have a single coordination in Brazzaville, and because that was a demand of the 17 

Central African government? 18 

A.   [15:59:21] That is correct, madam. 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:59:33] Mr President, one last before the break. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:59:35] Absolutely, yeah. 21 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:59:37] Thank you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:59:38] Yeah. 23 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:59:39](Interpretation) 24 

Q.   [15:59:41] Witness, I'm going to show you a photograph and it is at tab 21 of the 25 
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Defence's folder, CAR-OTP-2066-2466, and at page 2 -- oh, I think I'm mistaken.  I'll 1 

start again.  CAR-OTP-2066-2646, and I'm going to take you to page 2641 thereof.  2 

This is at tab 22 of the Defence binder, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

A.   [16:01:11] I haven't seen the document, madam. 6 

Q.   [16:01:14] You don't see a document on your screen? 7 

A.   [16:01:19] No, it's not appearing. 8 

Q.   [16:01:32] Do you see it now? 9 

A.   [16:01:36] Yes. 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

Q.   [16:01:41] Great.  Thank you very much.  13 

(Speaks English) Mr President, I'm done for the day.  I know you would like to ask --  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:01:49] Yeah, yeah, yeah.  I have a good -- I have 15 

a good feeling, so to speak.  The witness was always -- let's say, many of the 16 

questions were very short, not all, and the witness normally answered very 17 

straightforward.  And, like you indicated in the beginning, I asked him to do so, 18 

very -- give very short answers. 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [16:02:12] I would say I'm -- I had estimated between 6 and 8.  I can 20 

confirm that it's going to be more 6 than 8, definitely more.  I -- I don't think I'll be 21 

able to finish by 11, but I'm absolutely confident that I'll finish by lunchtime. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:02:33] Actually, that is exactly what I would 23 

have thought. 24 

MS DIMITRI:  Ah, good. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:02:35] And, Mr Knoops, the question, if you can 1 

tell us something about it, if you would want then to start tomorrow, or if you think 2 

you can make do with Wednesday, or if you even prefer to start on Wednesday and 3 

finish on Wednesday. 4 

MR KNOOPS:  [16:02:49] Thank you, Mr President, for the question.  My preference 5 

would be, and that of my team, to start Wednesday morning, and we can finish our 6 

examination in three sessions. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:02:59] Thank you very much. 8 

So then we are done for the day. 9 

Mr Witness, thank you very much. 10 

We reconvene tomorrow at 9.30. 11 

THE COURT USHER:  [16:03:11] All rise. 12 

(The hearing ends in private session at 4.03 p.m.)  13 
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