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WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2504

International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber VI

Situation: Central African Republic II

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Mahamat Said Abdel Kani - ICC-01/14-01/21
Presiding Judge Miatta Maria Samba, Judge Maria del Socorro Flores Liera and Judge
Sergio Gerardo Ugalde Godinez

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 2

Monday, 25 March 2024

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.33 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [9:33:23] All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:33:53] Good morning, everyone.

Madam Court Officer, can you kindly mention the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:33:59] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours.
The situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of the Prosecutor versus
Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, case reference ICC-01/14-01/21.

And we're in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:34:15] Thank you very much.

May I ask the parties to introduce themselves, starting with the Prosecution.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:34:22] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours.

For the Prosecution this morning, myself, Holo Makwaia; Sanyu Ndagire;

Alessia Vitiello; Brunhild Le Bailly; Kamran Choudhry; and our intern,

Mamadou Fofana. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:34:45] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia.
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Ms Pellet for the victims, please, your representation.

MS PELLET: [9:34:56](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.

The victims are represented by Tars Van Litsenborgh and myself Sarah Pellet, counsel
in the Office of Public Counsel for Victims.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:35:09] Thank you very much, Ms Pellet.

Ms Naouri for the Defence, please.

MS NAOURI:  [9:35:18](Interpretation) Thank you. Good morning, your Honours.
Beside me we have Capucine Banet; to my left; Mr Jacobs; behind me Léa Allix; and

I am Jennifer Naouri, lead counsel for Mr Said.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:35:36] Good morning, Counsel.

And for the record we note that Mr Said is in court with us.

A very good morning to you, Mr Said. Ihope you had a restful weekend.

MR SAID: [9:35:48](Interpretation) Yes. Good morning, your Honour.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:35:53] Good morning.

Now, the Prosecution is calling P-2504 as its 25th witness. Yes, Ms Naouri, may

I hear you, please.

MS NAOURI:  [9:36:09](Interpretation) Excuse me, your Honour, but I have a
technical issue I'd like to raise. I see that the French transcript has stopped. It
simply says "Bo" instead of "Bonjour", so I would ask that we ascertain whether the
French transcript is working before we continue.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:36:28] All right. Let's get some help from the court
clerk.

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:36:32] Yes, Madam President.

Indeed, we just noticed and I reported the issue immediately. It's also frozen for the

English transcript as well. Currently they are investigating into it. I'm going to ask
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1 whether we can have an estimation on how long it will take to be solved and I will
2 inform the Chamber accordingly. Thank you.
3 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:36:52] Thank you very much. Ijust realised that
4 this one was also frozen, but I see it's coming up. We'll have some help, Ms Naouri,
5  then we'll continue.
6 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:37:35] Just a quick update, Madam President. The
7  French transcript is apparently now working. The English transcript is still frozen.
8  Maybe we can wait a few minutes and if the issue should take more time, maybe we
9  will have to adjourn, but I would like to try to wait a few minutes, maybe it can be
10 fixed. I'm sorry for the inconvenience.
11 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:37:57] Certainly, let's wait a few minutes and see
12 how it goes.
13 (Pause in proceedings)
14 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:40:24] For the court reporters: Test, test, test, please.
15 Madam President, we can give it a try, because it's now working.
16  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:41:27] Thank you very much.
17 The Prosecution is calling P-2504 as its 25th witness.
18  Itis the Chamber's understanding that this witness will be testifying in French, so
19  Iremind everyone of the importance of the need to speak slowly and to observe the
20  five-second rule between questions and answers.
21  Before commencing, the Chamber notes briefly that the protective measures are
22 confirmed for this witness by virtue of decision numbered 714 and that the VWU
23 recommends no special measures.
24 Madam Court Clerk, can I ask that the witness be brought in, please.

25  (The witness enters the courtroom)
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:43:50] Good morning, Mr Witness.

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2504

(The witness speaks French)

THE WITNESS: [9:43:56](Interpretation) Good morning.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:15:47] Now, you're going to testify before the
International Criminal Court, so on behalf of the Chamber, I would like to welcome
you to the courtroom.

THE WITNESS: [9:44:11](Interpretation) Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:44:14] You should have in front of you, Mr Witness,
the solemn undertaking that every witness who appears before this Court is supposed
to testify to, to undertake to tell the truth to this Court.

Do you have it before you, the solemn undertaking?

THE WITNESS: [9:44:37](Interpretation) Yes, I have it in front of me.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:44:41] Can you please read that out for us?

THE WITNESS: [9:44:51](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I shall speak the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:45:01] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.

Now, do you understand and agree to what you have just read out?

THE WITNESS: [9:45:10](Interpretation) Yes, I agree with it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:45:15] Good. So we will continue.

Let me now explain to you, Mr Witness, the protective measures that the Chamber
has put in place for your testimony. We have in place for you voice and face
distortion. This means that no one outside the courtroom can see your face or hear
your real voice during your testimony.

There's also in place for you the use of pseudonym. In accordance with that, we will
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all refer to you only as "Mr Witness" to make sure that the public does not know your
real name.

When you answer questions that will not give away who you are, we will do so in
open session, which means that the public can hear what is being said in the
courtroom. When you're asked to describe anything that relates specifically to you
or you are asked to mention facts that might reveal your identity, we will do so in
private session.

Do you understand that, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: [9:46:49](Interpretation) Yes, I understand.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:46:55] I also have a few practical matters you
should have in mind when giving your testimony.

Everything we say here in this courtroom is written down and interpreted. It is,
therefore, important to speak clearly and at a slow pace. Please speak into the
microphone and only start speaking when the person asking you the question has
tinished. To allow for the interpretation, everyone has to wait a few seconds before
starting to speak.

If you have any questions yourself or if you need a break, raise your hand so that we
know you wish to say something.

Have you understood all that I have said, Mr Witness?

THE WITNESS: [9:48:01](Interpretation) Yes, I've understood well.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:48:05] Thank you very much.

So we will start with your testimony. The Prosecution will put questions to you to
commence these proceedings.

Madam Prosecutor, your witness, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:48:22] Thank you, Madam President.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:48:30] Is your speaker on, Madam Prosecutor?
Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:48:38] It is indeed, Madam President. And with the Court's
leave, I would like to start the testimony of this witness in a private session for a few
minutes.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:48:48] Madam Court Officer, can we go into private
session briefly, please. Thank you.

(Private session at 9.49 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:49:06] We are now in private session, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:49:09] Thank you very much.

Ms Makwaia, carry on please.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:49:06] Thank you, your Honours.

QUESTIONED BY MS MAKWAIA:

[9:49:17] Mr Witness, can you please tell the Court what are your names?
[9:49:25] My first name?

[9:49:33] Your full names.

[9:49:39] (Redacted).

[9:49:44] And can you tell the Court where you were born, in which country?
[9:49:56] I was born in the Central African Republic.

[9:49:58] And how old are you?

[9:50:04] I was born on (Redacted).

[9:50:10] What is your religion?

[9:50:14] I am Christian.

[9:50:17] And what is your ethnicity?

> o » O » O » O » 0O » O

[9:50:23] Banda.

25.03.2024 Page 6



ICC-01/14-01/21-T-063-Red2-ENG CT WT 25-03-2024 7/63 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision |CC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2504

Q.  [9:50:27] And starting with your current employment, can you please tell the
Court what it is? What is your work right now?

A.  [9:50:39] I'm a (Redacted).

Q.  [9:50:46] Now, you met investigators from the Office of the Prosecutor who
interviewed you and then took a statement; do you recall that?

A, [9:51:06] Yes.

Q. [9:51:06] And during the course of this interview you gave them a series of
documents, correct?

A.  [9:51:12] Yes.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:51:16] With your leave, Madam President, can we have
displayed before the witness at tab 3 --

MS NAOURI:  [9:51:23](Interpretation) Sorry, your Honour. Excuse me. Your
Honour, excuse me. This is not a 68(3) witness, so we cannot simply ask the witness
whether he has provided documents and then move on to show documents that he is
said to have provided; rather, a foundation needs to be laid, a topic needs to be raised
with him, and then a document can be introduced. One cannot say "Do you recall
this document" and then put the document to him. One needs to establish a
foundation by speaking about a subject clearly; for instance, the fact that he isa -- or
has been (Redacted). And then, having raised the topic, one may present the
document.

But this is not a 68(3), because that would -- that's something quite different. A

viva voce witness provides their testimony and is presented with documents. It's
very important that the basis be laid first and the subject be raised before a document
is presented.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:52:29] Your response, Madam Prosecutor.
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MS MAKWAIA: [9:52:31] Thank you, your Honours.

I'm quite aware this is not a Rule 68(3) witness. The topic has been raised, your
Honours. I've inquired from him his name, his ethnicity, where he currently works.
Perhaps if counsel had waited a few minutes she would have realised that it is indeed
tied to the topic that I've raised with respect to his occupation, his current occupation,
and his identity.

Does that answer your Honours? I trust proper foundation has been laid.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:52:59] It depends on the documents that you want
to put to the witness. Is it to do with the questions that you asked him?

MS MAKWAIA: [9:53:07] Indeed, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:53:08] Carry on, then.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:53:12] Thank you, Madam President, your Honours.

If we can have displayed -- and this is not for the public, it's a confidential document
at tab 3 of our bundle. I'll give you the ERN number. It's CAR-OTP-2111-0206.
Can you scroll down a little bit more. That'sit. No, actually scroll up. I can see
it's a -- it's a document without any photograph.

Q.  [9:53:54] Mr Witness, can you see the document before you?

A.  [9:54:13] Yes.

Q. [9:54:14] Can -- you have a few minutes, can you go through it. Do you
recognise this document?

[9:54:24] Yes, I can. That's my professional ID card.

[9:54:29] And this -- can you tell us who issued this ID card?

[9:54:43] Yes.

[9:54:43] Please do.

> O > O

[9:54:46] It was the director-general (Redacted).
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Q.  [9:54:54] And can you read for the Court, what does it say is your current
function in full? Can you just read that?

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:55:12] Did you say "current function", Madam
Prosecutor?

MS MAKWAIA: [9:55:18] Okay, (Redacted).

Q.  [9:55:19] Where it says "(Redacted)", can you read that out?

MS MAKWAIA: [9:55:24] Yes, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:55:26] Because I'm looking at the date on the right
of that document, December 2017.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:55:34]

Q. [9:55:34] Okay. Mr Witness, on this document, we can see a (Redacted) that is
referring to you. Can you read that, and then I'll ask you a follow-up question.

A.  [9:55:49] Yes. (Redacted).

Q.  [9:55:59] And what is your current occupation?

A.  [9:56:09] Currently, my current post, yes, I'm head of (Redacted) in
(Redacted), or the (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q.  [9:56:24] Okay, thank you. And do you have a current identity card or is this
still the same one that you are using?

THE INTERPRETER: [9:56:35] The interpreter corrects: (Redacted)

(Redacted).

THE WITNESS: [9:56:39](Interpretation) Well, I lost this one, and the current
(Redacted) has issued a new card to me, but I've left it at

home in Bangui.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:56:59]
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1 Q. [9:57:00] Thank you, Mr Witness.
2 It can be removed from the display, Madam Court Clerk, please.
3 Now, witness, can you also tell the Court what is your level of education?
4 A, [9:57:26] My level of education, the level in my studies? I'm afraid I haven't
5 understood well.
6 Q. [9:57:32] Yes.
7 A.  [9:57:35] I'm not sure I've understood. Do you mean the level of studies or the
8 level of training?
9 Q. [9:57:41] We can do both. Shall we start with your studies and then we can do
10  your training.
11 A, [9:57:57] Yes. Icompleted my schooling in the senior year of secondary
12 school -- terminal.
13 Q. [9:58:07] And then after that, did you get any trainings?
14 A. [9:58:15] Yes. I was trained to become (Redacted).
15 THEINTERPRETER: [9:58:24] The interpreter corrects: I stopped my schooling in
16  the senior year of secondary school.
17 MSMAKWAIA: [9:58:34] Thank you, Madam President. We can now revert to a
18  public session.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:58:38] Thank you very much. Madam Court
20  Officer, can we go into open session, please.
21  MSMAKWAIA: [9:58:50] Apologies, Madam President, I might just as well
22 establish certain information before we go out so we don't flip back and forth.
23 So we're still in private session?
24  THE COURT OFFICER: [9:59:09] We're still in private session.

25  MSMAKWAIA: [9:59:12] Thank you. Iapologise for that.
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[9:59:15] Mr Witness, where were you living in 2013, in March 2013?
[9:59:25] In March of 2013, yes, I was living in the (Redacted).
[9:59:42] And where were you working?

[9:59:46] At the (Redacted).

o > 0 > O

[9:59:52] And what were your functions there?

THE INTERPRETER: [9:59:58] The interpreter corrects: The (Redacted)
(Redacted).

THE WITNESS: [10:00:05](Interpretation) In 2013, I was a member of the
(Redacted).

MS MAKWAIA: [10:00:19]

Q.  [10:00:20] And for how long did you occupy this position?

A.  [10:00:28] I held that post until the Seleka took power, so until the Seleka took
power.

Q. [10:00:44] And when did the Seleka take power?

A. [10:00:51] It was in 2013, March 2013.

Q. [10:00:59] And how do you know they took power?

A.  [10:01:08] Because back then I had been appointed as a (Redacted) at
(Redacted).

Q. [10:01:26] Did you see the arrival of the Seleka yourself?

A. [10:01:38] Yes, I did.

Q. [10:01:44] And how did you know they were Seleka?

A.  [10:01:53] Because at that moment in time I had started to hear the gunshots.
There was gunfire and people had started to flee. We were left at the airport
(Redacted) all the entry points. I was with the elements and until early morning

I heard the French soldiers telling us to come and liberate the airport because they
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1  want to guarantee safety and security at the airport, and that is how myself and my
2 elements liberated the airport and we remained at the intersection on that day.
3 Q. [10:02:42] When you saw the Seleka, were they armed?
4 A, [10:02:50] Yes, they were. When the Seleka arrived in the 8th arrondissement,
5  I'was with the elements at the intersection by the airport. Some of the -- of my
6  Christian brothers said to me that the Selekas were advancing, and as I had the
7  elements in my -- with me, I said to two of my elements who stayed with me, I said,
8  "Well, we need to take our clothes off, we need to take our uniform off." And
9 underneath our uniform we were in civilian attire, so we took the uniform off. We
10 took our weapons. We took our -- and then we went to hide our military garb.
11 Icould see the vehicles driving in front of me. Isaw them enter.
12 Q. [10:03:57] Mr Witness, why was it necessary for you to remove your uniform,
13 you and your elements?
14 A. [10:04:08] Well, because at that moment in time I had called our (Redacted)
15 (Redacted). Icalled all the chiefs. Their telephones were all off.
16  Icalled all the officers. All their telephones were also off and I thought to myself,
17 "Well, they must have fled." Icouldn't see anybody. All the soldiers who were at
18  the intersection also fled, so I was in an impossible situation. Ihad to take my
19  uniform off in order to protect my life.
20 Q. [10:04:48] Were other military men or soldiers also targeted at this point, like
21 yourself?
22 A, [10:05:05] I haven't understood your question.
23 Q. [10:05:08] My fault. I'll come back to this subject later on, witness.
24 So after you left your position, where did you go?

25 A, [10:05:25] I went to seek refuge at a relative's house in the (Redacted)
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neighbourhood.

Q. [10:05:34] How long did stay there?

A. [10:05:41] I spent a week with my relatives.

THE INTERPRETER: [10:05:47] Correction: (Redacted) neighbourhood.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:05:52]

Q.  [10:05:52] After this week, what did you do?

A.  A.[10:06:01] *I was with my relatives in their living room. I didn't go out at all
during the daytime. And when the relatives said to me, well, that the Seleka had gone
to look for me there because *I'm of the same religion, Celestial Christianity, with the
outgoing President, Bozizé, and I'm his spiritual son, they were looking for me
everywhere. I had fled. I didn't go out at all. I stayed in the room and even when
(Redacted).

I didn't go out at all.

Q. [10:06:48] Were other military or soldiers of the same religion - you've told the
Court - as yourself, as Bozizé, were they also targeted? If you know.

A. [10:07:10] Well, many of the soldiers who frequented each other and the president,
they also took refuge with Bozizé. They took refuge or sought refuge in Cameroon.
Q. [10:07:25] Okay. So after (Redacted), did you work again?

A. [10:07:40] Yes, well, when Djotodia resigned, that was when I went back to the
gendarmerie to start working again.

Q. [10:07:54] We haven't quite reached the resignation of Djotodia. Let me just
cast you back a little bit.

So you told the Court you were in hiding in (Redacted) for about a week; do you
recall that?

A. [10:08:18] Yes, I do remember.
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Q. [10:08:19] So, after staying there for one week, what did you do?

A. [10:08:30] *Yes, after a week there was a brother or a colleague by the name of
(Redacted). He was a brother or a colleague who was together

with me at the *lycée Boganda. When I became a (Redacted), he went off to university.
So we set up an entrance exam for (Redacted) and I helped him to pay

for the entrance fee.* He sat the exam, was admitted and he entered the (Redacted)
(Redacted). He graduated. He is a (Redacted), and at the

time he was Francis Bozizé's (Redacted). “He was arrested at Ngaragba prison and
when the Seleka came, amongst them there was his brother who was (Redacted)

who went to release him at the prison. He became (Redacted) and it was he. When he
knew that the Seleka were looking for some people, he said, *'No, I have a brother
who helped me into the army, I'll go and ask his parents. (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). I went out, he picked me up and I was under his

protection. He took me to the base, and I was under his protection at the OCRB
Damala base. And as he knew I was a (Redacted), he said: "OK, stay here under my
protection”. And I stayed with them at OCRB Damala. He took me on as his assistant.
He gave me all the court cases that came up and I dealt with them.

Q. [10:11:07] So can you just situate for us, where is OCRB Damala found in Bangui?
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A. [10:11:22] *Well, OCRB Damala is to be found in the 8th arrondissement. When
you get to Combattant, you take the old road to the former Combattant market. You
go to Ngola neighbourhood, and it's just next door to the Don Bosco establishment.
Q. [10:11:52] You may have said it, Mr Witness, but just for the clarity of the record,
who was in charge of OCRB Damala when you arrived?

A.  [10:12:09] When I arrived it was Colonel Yacoub, and his deputy was Nordine.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:12:19] Madam Prosecutor, do you still want us to
remain in private session?

MS MAKWAIA: [10:12:30] It's a difficult question because his evidence is so
intertwined, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:12:37] That's understandable. I see he's naming
names. Okay. We'll stay in private session then.

Continue, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:12:52] Thank you, Madam President.

Q. [10:12:54] And, witness, were there other Seleka elements when you arrived at
OCRB Damala?

A. [10:13:12] I haven't really understood your question. Could you please put it
again.

Q. [10:13:17] Okay. So you arrived at OCRB Damala and you started working
there, correct?

A.  [10:13:25] Yes. Colonel *(Redacted) tasked me with taking on everything that
was to do with judicial matters at the OCRB Damala.

Q. [10:13:44] Were there other persons working there with you?

A. [10:13:54] Yes. When I arrived, Colonel Yacoub had elements who had come

from the provinces together, or from the bush together with them. These were
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Muslims, Peuhls, they were all there. There you are.

Q. [10:14:16] How do you know they came from the provinces?

A. [10:14:25] Because many of them do -- did not speak Sango, they only spoke
Arabic.

Q. [10:14:40] And these judicial complaints that you've told the Court was part of
your work, or your work, what did you do with them when you received them?

A.  [10:14:55] Well, when such judicial matters were entrusted to me, if I ascertained
that they were criminal matters, I would send them to the gendarmerie, to the
competent brigade, because we did not have a cell where we could keep people. But
were it petty offences, then I was the one in charge of dealing with them and I would
ask people to pay fines and go home. If people had got into a brawl or if there was a
debt outstanding, then I would sort the matter out with those individuals. But if it
was aggravated assault or common assault, then I would send it to the gendarmerie.
It was not up to me in that case.

Q. [10:16:07] Mr Witness, when you were working there, were you and the other
persons working there wearing uniform?

A.  [10:16:23] Others were wearing uniform, others did not have uniform, they
might be wearing a civilian top and a military bottom and vice versa.

Q. [10:16:41] Were some of the elements or persons working there armed with
weapons?

A. [10:16:55] Yes, there were some individuals who had weapons and some who
did not.

Q. [10:17:03] Do you have an approximate number of the persons who were
working there, if you recall?

A.  [10:17:19] Well, I can't tell you. It's a long time ago now. I've forgotten the
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precise number of people.

Q. [10:17:34] So, apart from your base, were there other bases that you knew of?
MS NAOURI: [10:17:42](Interpretation) Madam President, we have already reached
the limits of leading, but the witness has not uttered the word "base" and witness's
words should not be put in his mouth. We would like it to be limited to the words
he has uttered and not words that he has not.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:18:06] I can look for the part in the transcript where the witness
has testified that he worked at the Damala base, Madam President, so he has actually
uttered this word before.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:18:19] Refer us to that part of the transcript,
please.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:18:24] Thank you, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:18:33] And I agree with Defence counsel and ask
that you try not to lead the witness in questions.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:18:40] I am guided, Madam President, as we locate the
transcript.

So this, I am told, would be at page 17, line 11 to 18 of the transcript, your Honours.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:19:31] Can you read that out for ease of reference
for us, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:19:50] He says -- the question was:

"Where is OCRB Damala found in Bangui?"

And then the answer was:

"Well, OCRB Damala is to be found in the 8th arrondissement. When you get to
Combattant, you take the old road to the market."

And then again -- and then again he mentions it at lines 18 -- from 18:1 to 18:11,

25.03.2024 Page 17



ICC-01/14-01/21-T-063-Red2-ENG CT WT 25-03-2024 18/63 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision |CC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2504

Madam President. But I actually believe his evidence came before this answer with
respect to the base.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:20:31] Can you put a number -- (Overlapping
speakers)

MS MAKWAIA: [10:20:35] At lines 4 to 5, Madam President, actually. That's --
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:20:38] Can you -- can you read that out for us?
I'just want to hear the word "base" that was used.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:20:45] Okay. So it starts -- when you go to 17:5, his evidence
is -- in fact, I'll just read it from 17:1, your Honours:

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). And he took me under his wing, under his protection, and I went to the
base where I was under his protection."

That's the first time we hear this mentioned, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:21:25] Thank you. Thank you very much.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:21:27] I'm obliged.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:21:29] Continue, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:21:32]

Q. [10:21:32] So, witness, I will put the question again to you.

Apart from the OCRB Damala base, were there other bases that you are aware of?
A. [10:21:57] Yes, there is another base, the former RDOT, which is at PK11.

Q. [10:22:16] Any others that you're aware of?

A. [10:22:23] Well, there are several bases, but the one that I went to a lot was the
OCRB Damala base and the RDOT.

Q. [10:22:34] Okay. And, Mr Witness, can you tell us who was in charge of the
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RDOT base, if you know?

A.  [10:22:56] At the time it was General Ali Mahamat Ali, and his deputy was
General Ali.

Q. [10:23:14] Now, before the arrival of the Seleka, where were criminals or bandits
held, do you know, in Bangui?

THE INTERPRETER: [10:23:29] Correction from the English booth: the deputy was
General Haroun.

THE WITNESS: [10:23:36](Interpretation) It was at the OCRB Central.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:23:40]

Q. [10:23:40] And during the time that you were working at OCRB Damala, was
the OCRB Central functioning?

A.  [10:23:58] Yes, indeed, the OCRB Central was functioning.

Q. [10:24:06] And do you know who was in charge at this time when you were still
working at the OCRB Damala? Do you know who was in charge of OCRB Central?
A. [10:24:25] Yes. Ido know the person in charge at Damala. It was Colonel Said.
Colonel Mahamat Said.

Q. [10:24:44] And how did you know this?

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:24:45] Just a moment, counsel.

What came through on our screen, and I don't know whether that's -- I'm sure that
was not the answer to your question, because your question had to do OCRB Central.
What came through on the screen is OC -- the person in charge at Damala.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:25:09] That's correct, Madam President. I can take it up again
for the clarity of the record.

Q. [10:25:16] Mr Witness, for the clarity of the record, I'm going to put the question

again to you.
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Who was in charge of OCRB Central?

A.  [10:25:33] At the time the OCRB was headed up by Colonel Mahamat Said.

Q. [10:25:47] And I think I had asked you how did you know this.

A.  [10:25:54] Yes, I knew that because *whenever I would take documents to Camp
de Roux, when I came back I would go by that place and I would see him and I would
greet him, and I would go back to the OCRB Damala.

Q.  [10:26:20] When you went to the OCRB Central, did you see -- who were the
people working there? What type of persons were working there, do you recall?

A. [10:26:36] I knew somebody else, some people I knew by name, some people

I knew visually.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:26:49] Madam Prosecutor, do you still want us to
be in private session?

MS MAKWAIA: [10:27:00] We could go into a public session but then I might touch
on -- on an issue that will bring us right back into closed session. We could --
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:27:10] Well, when you want to -- when you want
to touch on those issues, could you let the court officer know so that we'll go back to
private session.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:27:18] I'm obliged, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:27:19] And, Mr Witness, just be mindful not to
give information that would disclose your identity, Mr Witness. Thank you very
much.

Madam Court Officer, can we go into open session, please.

And be careful now, Prosecutor.

(Open session at 10.27 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:27:51] We're back to open session, Madam President.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:27:53] Thank you.

Ms Makwaia, continue, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:28:02] Thank you, your Honours.

Q. [10:28:03] So, Mr Witness, you've heard the Presiding Judge. We're now in a
public session so please don't mention names or information that may lead to your
identification. Okay?

A.  [10:28:15] Thank you.

Q. [10:28:32] So, are you in a position to tell the Court how many times you visited
OCRB Central during this period?

A. [10:28:52] More than four times.

Q. [10:28:56] Now, the first time you went there --

MS MAKWAIA: [10:29:21] I'm afraid, Madam President, I just have to go back to
private session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:29:26] Okay, let's go back to private session,
Madam Court Officer.

(Private session at 10.29 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:29:42] We're in private session, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:29:45] Thank you very much.

Continue, Madam Prosecutor.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:29:52] Thank you, your Honours.

Q. [10:29:54] Witness, as you were still working at OCRB Damala, were you still in
contact with your family?

A. [10:30:13] Yes, over the telephone.

Q.  [10:30:17] And whilst you were still there -- let me take that up again.

Do you know an area known as Tapis rouge?
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A.  [10:30:40] Tapis rouge, yes, I know a football pitch that's called Tapis rouge.

Q.  [10:30:51] And where is it found, where in Bangui?

A. [10:31:01] Yes, it's located in the 8th arrondissement, and it -- in fact, the former
Combattant market became the Tapis rouge pitch and it's adjacent to the town hall of
the 8th arrondissement.

Q. [10:31:30] Now, during the period between -- okay, let me take that up again.
Did you ever go to Tapis rouge in 2013?

A. [10:31:46] I don't understand the question well.

Q. [10:31:48] Okay. So you told the Court that Tapis rouge is in the Combattant
area and it was a football pitch area. Did you ever go there in the year 2013?

A. [10:32:06] Yes, yes. I went to the Tapis rouge pitch in 2013.

Q.  [10:32:20] Why did you go there?

A. [10:32:28] Yes, back then I was at the base, the OCRB Damala.

Now, we had one element called (Redacted). There was also a young element who
came to the base to sign up seeking to receive military training. *So he was with us.
And during the day of the kidnapping... and he's (Redacted), the deceased. So,

at the time, I was working at the base and I received a phone call from Mr (Redacted),
and he told me that his brother, (Redacted), who was a soldier --

Q.  [10:33:28] Sorry, witness, can you speak slowly, we have interpretation.

A.  [10:33:33] Okay. So I was saying that back then I was working at the base and
I received a phone call from (Redacted) who was also an element at our base, and he
rang me and he told me that his elder brother had been stopped by the Seleka who
didn't know him and he had been stopped at the Tapis rouge pitch and he was asking
me whether our base could take action. Now, back then we didn't have vehicles, we

didn't have any means of transport. I took three elements with me and we stopped
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two motorbikes and that day we went to Tapis rouge in connection with the
kidnapping of (Redacted).

Q.  [10:34:33] So you said a kidnapping. Do you know who kidnapped him?

A.  [10:34:46] Yes, when we arrived, so I arrived with the elements at the Tapis rouge
pitch, and I saw two vehicles, a Hardbody, and Colonel Mahamat Said was in that
vehicle with his soldiers. He had put the soldiers in the Hardbody and they were
heading off.

Now, as this was all taking place in our jurisdiction, I said to my elements we need to
follow the vehicle to their base. So we followed them to the OCRB Central.

Now, when we arrived, we saw that he had been put in civilian clothing and Colonel
*Said had ordered that he be put in cell 3. Afterwards, when he went back to the office,
I went and saluted him the military way, and introduced myself as “Ah, I'm
Commandant (Redacted) !”, and I'd come about a soldier who had been taken in our
jurisdiction and that I'd come to inquire what it was all about. He told me he was very
busy and that we should come back at the following day. And so it is that I returned
to our base.

Now, the next day, when I went back, as soon as I entered the base, the chief of the
prisons came to me and said, "Who are you coming to see?" and I said, "I'm coming to
see the colonel" and he said, "About what?" and I said, "Well, no, I've come to see the
colonel about a soldier which was taken last -- yesterday, rather, at the Tapis rouge
pitch by the former Combattant market." And they told me, "My brother, he's
already been executed. The job has already been done", the corvée. So he said,
*"The colonel has already executed ... ok. I'm really sorry about that." Rather than
going up to see him....(inaudible). "*If you want I can open the cell for you". I said no,

there was no point. So I went out and told my element, who is his younger brother, I
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said: "(Redacted), it's no use, I've been there, the head of the jail told me *he had
already been executed in Andja. That's how the (Redacted) brother left our base and
went home to his family, and that's the situation as of today. And that is the reason
why I went to Tapis rouge back then.

Q. [10:37:25] Thank you, witness. So I will just ask you a few follow-up questions
with respect to this incident.

Do you recall the time frame it took place, which month?

A.  [10:37:50] I'm not in a position to say because I'm not able to date -- date when
this happened. I've forgotten what date it was.

Q. [10:38:07] Now, how do you know it was Said who ordered he be held in cell 3
at the OCRB? You've testified to this just a few minutes ago.

A.  [10:38:29] A few moments ago I said that when I arrived at Tapis rouge I saw the
colonel with the elements, and they took him and I followed them to the OCRB.

And when I entered the OCRB, I saw the colonel order that he be putin cell 3. Iwas
an eyewitness to it. I was there as it happened. And when the colonel returned to
his office, I followed him to his office and told him that I had come about that soldier,
about the soldier that he had taken at Tapis rouge and I explained why. Isaid I was
there because it had taken place in our jurisdiction, territorial jurisdiction. I told him
that's what it was about and he told me to come back the next day.

And the next day when I came, I heard the sad news that nothing could be done.
And as I had only a little power, I couldn't really impose my will. Ididn't have the
power to impose anything upon them.

Q. [10:39:53] Okay, thank you, witness.

You've also testified that the next day when you went back, the chief of prison told

you they were executed.
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Can you give us his name, please, at the OCRB Central?

A.  [10:40:17] Now, the other day when you -- and right from the beginning of the
investigation, I informed the investigators that most of the people at the

OCRB Central were people who I didn't know. Many of them were Muslims.

Many of them had come from the bush. Ididn't know them. Ididn't know their
names.

Q. [10:40:42] Okay. Do you know where this person (Redacted) was executed?
Did you come to find out?

A. [10:41:00] The other time? Yes, it was the chief of the -- of the post that told me
that he been taken to Andja, and that it was the colonel who had taken them to Andja,
and he had been executed there -- or they had been executed there. It was the chief
of the prison who told me that.

Q. [10:41:29] Do you know why it is (Redacted) was targeted?

A.  [10:41:42] I didn't know about it. That day we had issued a communique, a call,
saying that all soldiers should return to their base to work, and so all of the soldiers
began slowly but surely returning to work. Now, I don't know what (Redacted) did.
I don't know why. Ijust don't know.

Q. [10:42:14] Now, witness, before this day when you went to the OCRB, before the
(Redacted) incident, had you been there before?

A.  [10:42:35] Prior to the (Redacted) incident, yes. As I said before, when I would
go and deliver -- when I delivered a file to Camp de Roux, when I returned, I passed
by the OCRB Central and I greeted the colonel.

Q. [10:43:00] Thank you, witness.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:43:01] Madam President, your Honours, can we have displayed

tab 6, CAR-OTP-2111-0209. But before it's displayed perhaps I can do additional
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foundational questions.

Q. [10:43:19] Mr Witness, again during the course of giving your statement to
investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor, after you had narrated different incidents,
did you provide a sketch of the OCRB Central?

MS NAOURI: [10:43:47] (Interpretation) Madam President --

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:43:50] Can you rephrase your questions, Madam
Prosecutor? Can you rephrase your question?

MS MAKWAIA: [10:43:55] I shall do that, Madam President.

THE WITNESS: [10:43:58](Interpretation) Yes.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:44:05]

Q. [10:44:06] Mr Witness, we've heard testimony you have been to the

OCRB Central before the (Redacted) incident; correct?

A. [10:44:18] Yes, indeed. That's right.

Q.  [10:44:22] Is it fair to state you're familiar with the OCRB Central?

A. [10:44:39] I don't understand well.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:44:43] Maybe -- the witness did say in testimony
that he gave the investigators some documents. Does he remember which
documents he gave them?

THE WITNESS: [10:44:58](Interpretation) Yes. Yes, I recall all of the documents
that I provided to the investigators.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:45:10] Can you take it from there, Madam
Prosecutor.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:45:14] Thank you, Madam President.

Q. [10:45:16] So you remember all the documents you gave the investigators. Can

you describe for the Court what type of documents you gave to the investigators?
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A.  [10:45:31] *I provided a map of the OCRB Central. I provided my certificate of
nationality, my birth certificate and my professional card as well as the decree, part of
the decision incorporating elements of the Damala OCRB into the Central African
Army; these are the documents that I handed over as a file.

Q. [10:46:17] Thank you, witness, for that fulsome answer.

I will start with, you said, map that you gave them. Would this be -- what exactly is
this? Can you tell the Court?

A.  [10:46:51] I'm not sure I've really got your question.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:46:55] The witness did say that he gave them a
document, too, of the OCRB.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:47:08] Okay.

Q. [10:47:10] Do you recall giving the investigators -- you've heard the Presiding
Judge -- do you recall giving them this document?

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:47:17] He said he gave them the documents. He
gave them.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:47:25]

Q. [10:47:26] Do you recall giving the investigators a document where you drew
the OCRB Central; do you recall that?

A. [10:47:37] Yes. Irecall providing to the investigators the layout of the

OCRB Damala, which I included.

Q. [10:47:54] Can we now have displayed on the screen, your Honours, at tab 6,
CAR-OTP-2111-0209.

THE INTERPRETER: [10:48:08] The interpreter adds: The witness said that he
drew the map with his own hand.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:48:33] Apologies, Madam President, my attention is being
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drawn to an interpreter's error.

(Counsel confers)

MS MAKWAIA: [10:48:48] It's at line 14 of the transcript where it is stated that:

"I recall providing to the investigators the layout of the OCRB Damala, which
Iincluded."

It's in fact OCRB Central, the witness said.

So with that correction, your Honours, may I proceed?

THE INTERPRETER: [10:49:18] Message from the English booth. In the French
version it is said "OCRB Damala". Thank you.

MS NAOURI:  [10:49:29](Interpretation) I'm sorry, just for the transcript to be clear, it
is not an interpretation error. It was also written "Damala" in the French version.

So I don't know where the error lies, but it's not a correction with regard to the French
transcript, whatever the case may be.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:49:50] We can put the question -- (Overlapping speakers)
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:49:52] Yes, when we deal with the document, you
could get him to clarify that also, whether that's the layout of OCRB Damala or - is it
Damala or Damara? - or OCRB Central. Then we'll have it for the record. Thank
you.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:50:09] I'll do that, your Honours.

Q.  [10:50:12] Witness, the sketch or the drawing that you provided to the
investigators, it was a sketch with respect to which base?

A.  [10:50:27] It was the layout of OCRB Central.

Q. [10:50:39] I don't know if it's possible to -- to flip the sketch.

Mr Witness, the Court has before it a document, a sketch.

Do you recognise this document?
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A.  [10:51:23] Yes, I recognise it.

Q. [10:51:27] What is it?

A. [10:51:39] What we're looking at is the layout of the OCRB Central, and a map of
there.

Q. [10:51:51] Do you recognise anything else on this document? Can you see a
date on this document, Mr Witness?

A.  [10:52:05] Yes. Yes, I produced it on 3 June 2019.

Q. [10:52:17] And did you sign this document?

A.  [10:52:24] Yes, that is my signature.

Q. [10:52:28] Can you circle where your signature is found on this document,
please?

And on this sketch, Mr Witness, have you numbered different buildings; is that
correct?

[10:53:13] Yes, that is correct.

[10:53:18] Now, what is number 1?

[10:53:29] Number 1, that's the gate.

[10:53:38] And 2?

> 0 > O »

[10:53:44] Number 2, that's also a gate. That's the gate that's opposite the
director-general of police.

Q. [10:53:53] And what is number 3?

A.  [10:54:01] Number 3, that was the prison, and it was the prison to which the
colonel ordered (Redacted) be -- in which the colonel ordered that (Redacted) be
detained in unit number 3.

Q. [10:54:32] And what is number 4?

A.  [10:54:38] Number 4, that is the building of the -- the office of the OCRB Central.
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Q. [10:54:53] Do you then also indicate on this sketch, with arrows, Mr Witness, the
direction to a camp. And can you read for the Court at the bottom -- I don't know
how it is on your screen. At the bottom, the other the road from Camp de Roux.
Can you see that in your sketch? What is that building? You've annotated it as
well.

A.  [10:55:36] Yes, we have the arrow that's going straight upwards. There I'm
showing the direction one must travel to go to Camp de Roux. You have the Palais
présidentiel, so the presidential palace on the one side of that arrow and the
director-general of police on the other.

Q. [10:56:08] Okay, you've also testified that you were told (Redacted) was killed at
Andja. Where is this?

A. [10:56:24] Yes. Yes, I know where Andjais. You follow the arrow that's
pointing in the direction of Camp de Roux, but rather than entering Camp de Roux,
you take a road which is going up towards SODECA. Now SODECA is a company
which manages, generates water. And then you travel up there to the Andja antenna.
But before you get there, there's a wooded area; that's the Andja forest.

Q. [10:57:07] Okay. Thank you, witness.

Your Honours, this sketch can be withdrawn from the screen.

Thank you, witness.

Now, Mr Witness, can you tell the Court what type of individuals were held in cell 3
in OCRB Central

A.  [10:57:44] Well, cell 3 was used solely for people who -- well, how should I put
it? -- for dangerous people, real criminals, those who were to be executed. They
were the ones who were imprisoned in cell 3.  We also called cell 3 "portes rouges".

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:58:27] Can you -- can you speak into the
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microphone, counsel.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:58:32] Sorry, Madam President. It's a bit far. Thank you for
that reminder.

Q. [10:58:38] Witness, can you tell the Court, please, why it was called portes rouges?
A.  [10:58:50] Well, it was called portes rouges because those who were held there
had been involved in grave offences.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:59:06] Thank you, witness. I'm mindful of the time, your
Honours. It's an opportune moment for the break if you -- with your leave.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:59:14] Yes.

Mr Witness, we're going to take a little break and come back in 30 minutes; the
Prosecutor will continue with her examination-in-chief.

So I rise the court and ask that we come back in 30 minutes, please.

THE COURT USHER: [10:59:26] All rise.

(Recess taken at 10.59 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.32 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [11:32:29] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:32:56] Good morning again, everyone.

Mr Witness, we are going to continue with your testimony in chief.

And just for parties to know that we are in open session.

Madam Prosecutor, you may continue with your questions in chief, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:33:19] Thank you, Madam President, your Honours.

I shall pose a few questions in the public, in open session.

Q.  [11:33:33] Mr Witness, without mentioning where you were working - you've

already told the Court where you were working in 2013 - now, can you describe for
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1 the Court the general -- what was the general atmosphere in Bangui at that time?
2 A,  [11:34:14] Could you please rephrase your question. Ihaven't understood it.
3 Q. [11:34:19] Okay. You were still living in Bangui after the Seleka took over,
4  correct?
5 A, [11:34:36] Yes.
6 Q. [11:34:39] So what was the general atmosphere, are you in a position to tell
7  the Court, after the Seleka took over?
8 A. [11:35:02] Well, in fact, after the Seleka arrived in Bangui, there were lots of
9 threats. There was a great deal of insecurity. SoI didn't walk around much. Iwas
10  atthebase. Ijustran the errands that were given to me by {ICR: (Redacted)} or {ICR:
11 (Redacted)}. So I didn't move around in any old way due to the security measures.
12 Q. [11:35:49] And do you know who the Seleka was engaged with or -- okay, I'll
13 take that back.
14 Frangois Bozizé, what or who was he aligned with?
15 A, [11:36:24] I do not understand your question.
16 Q. [11:36:26] Okay. What was the name of the national army before
17 Frangois Bozizé was deposed?
18 A. [11:36:40] It was the FACA, the Central African armed forces.
19 Q. [11:36:46] Okay. When Seleka took over, who were they fighting?
20 A. [11:37:00] They were fighting against the Central African armed forces.
21 Q. [11:37:07] Apart from the Central African armed forces, were there other
22 groups?
23 A. [11:37:21] There were the Anti-Balaka.
24 MSNAOURL [11:37:27](Interpretation) Madam President, please.

25 Idoapologise. We would need to give the temporal scope, because we're going into
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1 rather general questions here and we don't quite know where we are situated in time.
2 Ibelieve that we need to give the question some temporal scope.
3  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:37:52] Ms Makwaia, please.
4 MSMAKWAIA: [11:37:55] I think the temporal scope has been given, I have
5  situated it in identifying the national army before the President Bozizé was deposed,
6  and then the subsequent questions followed. But I'm happy, your Honours, to
7  narrow the time frame.
8 Q. [11:38:15] Mr Witness, do you know when the Seleka started fighting
9 the Anti-Balaka in Bangui?
10 A. [11:38:37] I do not know the date.
11 Q. [11:38:41] Are you in a position to tell, if you know, which neighbourhoods
12 the Anti-Balaka controlled in Bangui during this time frame when you were working
13 where you were working?
14 MSNAOURI: [11:39:01](Interpretation) Madam President, I do apologise.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:39:03] Sorry, Ms Naouri, if I can ask counsel
16  a question.
17 Now, you mentioning the Anti-Balaka and putting him within a particular time scope,
18  I'm thinking about, according to the witness, the Seleka came in on 24 March of 2013.
19  When you mention the Anti-Balaka, which period are you looking at? Because
20  although this is a viva voce witness, but, I mean, looking at his statement, he spoke
21  about a particular time period outside the temporal scope of the charges in
22 the document -- I mean, in the document that is before the Court. If you want to
23 place the Anti-Balaka within that time period, you know, can you put the question
24  properly so that we ourselves understand, because you know how important that is

25 tous. Thank you.
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1 MSMAKWAIA: [11:40:09] Thank you, Madam President, your Honours.

2 Q. [11:40:12] Mr Witness, did you continue to reside or to live in Bangui

3 throughout the year 2013?

4 A, [11:40:32] Yes.

5 Q. [11:40:39] And are you aware when the Anti-Balaka came to Bangui during

6  theyear 2013? Are you aware of this?

7 A.  [11:41:08] Yes. Well, when Djotodia resigned, I had left the {ICR: (Redacted)}

8 and I was residing with relatives in the {ICR: (Redacted)} neighbourhood. It was

9 after Djotodia resigned that the Balaka started to react. It was after the resignation.
10 Q. [11:41:43] Do you know which year and month Djotodia resigned?
11 A. [11:41:57] I do not know the date.
12 Q. [11:42:11] And how did you know that the Anti-Balaka started reacting? How
13 do you know this?
14 A, [11:42:26] *Yes. Well, when we -- when I heard that President Djotodia had
15  resigned over the radio, one day later they started to react from Fouh Damala
16  neighbourhood towards PK12, Gobongo, Boy-Rabe, Camp Kassai, they were starting
17 to conduct assaults or attacks and I heard that they were starting to attack OCRB
18  Damala and that's when I left the base and went to seek refuge with relatives in the
19  {ICR: (Redacted)} neighbourhood.
20 MSNAOURIL: [11:43:26](Interpretation) I do apologise, Madam President. I do not
21 know whether it is identifying, but I am a little bit under the impression that it's
22 somewhat identifying, what was just said. ~So I think we maybe need to think about
23 redacting and maybe, according to the line of questioning of my learned friend, we
24 might need to go into private session. But I did want to bring this up.
25 MSMAKWAIA: [11:43:53] We didn't want to mention it in public, Madam President.
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We've asked for redactions for the obvious reason. Iam happy to revert back to
private session, with your leave.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:44:04] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri.

Madam Court Officer, can we go back into private session, please.

(Private session at 11.44 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [11:44:25] We're in private session, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:44:28] Thank you very much.

Ms Makwaia, please continue.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:44:32] Thank you, Madam President.

Q.  [11:44:36] Prior to the events you've described about the Anti-Balaka,

Mr Witness, were you aware of any other activity by the Anti-Balaka in Bangui?

A.  [11:45:14] I have misunderstood your question. Could you please put it again.
Q. [11:45:18] Okay. Do you know who was leading the Anti-Balaka?

A.  [11:45:34] Well, the Anti-Balaka were headed up by two or three individuals:
Ngaissona, some people are under the command of Ngaissona, some are under

the command of Mokom, and others are under the command of Wenezoui. So there
were three individuals who were in charge, so the Anti-Balaka group were divided
into three. There were those who were for Ngaissona, there were those who were
for Mokom and there were those who were for Wenezoui.

Q.  [11:46:20] Thank you, Mr Witness.

Madam President, the next series of questions I can actually pose in open session with
the witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:46:28] Okay.

Madam Court Officer, can we go back into open session, please. Thank you.

(Open session at 11.46 a.m.)
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THE COURT OFFICER: [11:46:48] We are back to open session, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:46:50] Thank you very much.

Ms Makwaia, carry on, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:46:53] Thank you, Madam President.

Q.  [11:46:54] Mr Witness, during the course of your interview by investigators of
the Office of the Prosecutor, you've told the Court you gave them a number of
documents.

A. [11:47:13] Yes, I did provide them with a certain number of documents.

Q. [11:47:17] And during this same interview, were you shown by the investigators
a set of photographs?

MS NAOURI: [11:47:28](Interpretation) Madam President, it is extremely leading,
extremely leading. Questions are being put on the type of photograph, on

the information associated with people and photographs, and, of course, no problem
at all, let's show the photographs, you know, no shortcut saying, you know, we
should set the foundations and ask whether you know the people who are in

the photographs and then put the photographs to them. We should let the witness
speak before we show these very relevant photographs to them.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:48:10] No photographs have been shown. I think
counsel's last question was: "And during this same interview, were you shown by
the investigators a set of photographs?"

Which I'll ask that you rephrase, maybe, you know, Ms Makwaia. Rephrase

the question so it does not sound leading, although you've already put the question
and the witness has heard you. But try to rephrase it for the record, maybe.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:48:49]

Q.  [11:48:49] Mr Witness, what was shown to you? Okay. Because you've told
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the Court you gave the investigators some documents. Now, do you recall them
showing you anything? And if yes, what?

A.  [11:49:09] Yes. On the first day of my interview with the investigators, back in
the country, they showed to me several photographs and put questions to me with
regard to those photographs as to whether I knew the individuals in the photographs.
I said, yes, I that I knew some people and some people I did not know. And, as far
as those I did know was -- those people I did know was concerned, I showed them on
the photographs.

Q. [11:49:47] Thank you, Mr Witness.

Your Honours, with your leave, I will now ask the court clerk to assist me by
displaying some of these photographs. And I shall be starting with the photographs
at tab 14, CAR-OTP-2069-3226.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:50:18] 3226 or 3221? Can you correct us --

MS MAKWAIA: [11:50:25] Twenty-six, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:50:27] Thirty-two?

MS MAKWAIA: [11:50:32] 3226 at tab 14 of the Prosecution bundle.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:50:37] Okay. Noted.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:50:40]

Q.  [11:50:41] Mr Witness, was this one of the photographs that was shown to you?
A.  [11:50:51] Yes, this is one of the photographs that was shown to me during my
interview.

Q. [11:50:58] Now, I believe you have a marker before you. If not --

A.  [11:51:05] Yes, I do.

Q.  [11:51:20] Now, can you tell the Court if you recognise any of the persons on

this photograph. And if you do, you can then mark them with numbers, starting
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with number 1.

Please start.

A.  [11:51:48] Yes. Iknow three individuals in this photograph.

The one who is wearing a coloured top is the former President Djotodia.

Q. [11:52:10] Can you mark number "1" on that individual you've identified as
president -- former President Djotodia?

A.  [11:52:23] Yes.

Q.  [11:52:25] Who else do you recognise on this photograph?

A.  [11:52:35] I knew Colonel Mahamat Said. He is wearing a leopard-coloured
attire, number 2.

And then we have the colonel of the police who was in charge of judicial matters at
the OCRB.

Q. [11:53:08] Thank you, witness. And which period was this when he was in
charge of judicial matters at the OCRB; do you remember?

A. [11:53:24] It was at the Seleka office.

THE INTERPRETER: [11:53:32] Message from the interpreter: It was unclear what
the witness just said.

THE WITNESS: [11:53:38](Interpretation) It was at the time of the Seleka.

THE INTERPRETER: [11:53:44] Correction.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:53:46]

Q. [11:53:47] Thank you, witness. Do you remember his name?

A.  [11:53:53] The colonel here, I know him visually, but I did not know him by
name.

Q.  [11:54:05] Thank you, witness.

Madam President, I've been informed to ask for the evidence number for
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1 the annotated photographs by the witness.
2 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:54:24] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
3 number for that photo, please.
4  THE COURT OFFICER: [11:54:31] Yes, Madam President. This annotated item will
5  bear the following Registry number: CAR-REG-0002-0110.
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:54:47] Thank you very much.
7  Ms Makwalia, carry on, please.
8 MSMAKWAIA: [11:54:55] Thank you, your Honours.
9 Q. [11:54:58] Witness -- sorry, perhaps I should start by requesting the photograph.
10 Can this photograph be removed and can we have placed on the screen at tab 10,
11 CAR-OTP-2069-3222, your Honours.
12 Mr Witness, you have before you another photograph. Can you tell the Court if you
13 canidentify any of the individuals on this photograph.
14 A, [11:56:29] Yes, I can identify three individuals in this photograph. Number 1,
15  thisis President Djotodia. Number 2 is his aide-de-camp. Number 3 was
16  Colonel Wanzet-Linguissara Henri.
17 Q. [11:56:55] Thank you, witness. Do you know where this photograph is taken?
18 Do you know this location?
19 A. [11:57:16] I do not know this location.
20 Q. [11:57:18] All right.
21 Thank you, your Honours. Similarly with the previous photograph if we can get an
22 ERN number and then the photograph can be removed from the screen.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:57:29] Yes, Madam Court Officer, can we have an
24 ERN number for that photo, please.

25 THE COURT OFFICER: [11:57:34] The annotated item, tab number 10, will bear
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the following Registry reference: CAR-REG-0002-0111.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:58:11] Can we now have displayed at tab 19,
CAR-OTP-2069-3245, your Honours.

Q.  [11:58:34] Mr Witness, can you tell us if you identify any person or persons on
this photograph, please.

A. [11:58:51] We would need to zoom in somewhat.

Q. [11:58:54] Please can we have the assistance of a zoom.

A.  [11:59:01] Okay. Okay. Yes. Ican tick off a number of individuals whom I
have identified in this photograph.

Number 1 was Colonel Mahamat Said. Number 2 was the commander in charge of
judicial matters at the OCRB. Here, number 3 is Commander Andja. Number 4 is
Colonel Sophil. Number -- well, number 5, I would always see him at the OCRB, but
I didn't know what he was doing there. I do not know his role.

As for the other photographs - says the witness - they are blurred. Those are

the people that I knew.

Q. [12:00:35] Just for clarity, Mr Witness, you said you would always see number 5
at the OCRB. Which OCRB?

A. [12:00:47] Yes, OCRB Central.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:01:01] Thank you, Madam President, your Honours.

Can we have an ERN number for the photograph as well.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:01:05] Yes, Madam Court Officer, an ERN number
for that photo, please.

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:01:10] Tab 19, annotated by the witness, will bear

the following Registry number: CAR-REG-0002-0112.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:01:30] Can the photograph be removed and can we have placed
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at tab 12, CAR-OTP-2069-3224, your Honours.

Q.  [12:02:00] Can you tell us again, Mr Witness, if you identify any of these
individuals.

A.  [12:02:10] *Yes, I know two people on this photo. Number 1 is former -- the
former president Djotodia. Number 2 is Commander Modam Zanefi (phon).

Q.  [12:02:39] Thank you, witness.

Can we have ERN numbers for this photograph well, Madam President.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:02:46] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
number for this photo, please.

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:02:49] Tab 12 annotated by the witness will bear

the following Registry number: CAR-REG-0002-0113.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:03:03] And the final photograph for today, your Honours, is at
tab 15, CAR-OTP-2069-3227.

Q.  [12:03:24] Who do we see on this photograph, Mr Witness?

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:03:30] It's not displayed yet, I'm sorry.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:03:34] Apologies.

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:03:45] It's now on our screen. Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:03:52]

Q. [12:03:52] Can you tell us, Mr Witness, who -- what does this photograph
depict?

A.  [12:03:59] Yes.

Number 1 was former president, the former president. And then at number 2 is his
aide-de-camp and number 3 is Colonel Mahamat Said. Number 4 is the person who
I would often see but whose name I don't know and whose role at the OCRB Central I

know nothing about. Number 2 is in the corner of the photo.
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Q. [12:04:49] Thank you, witness.

Your Honours, can we have an ERN number.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:04:53] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
number for that photo, please.

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:04:57] Tab 15 annotated by the witness will bear

the following Registry number: CAR-REG-0002-0114.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:05:08] Thank you very much.

Ms Makwaia, carry on, please.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:05:10] Thank you, Madam President, your Honours.

Q.  [12:05:13] Mr Witness, do you know who Said reported to during the period
we've been speaking about at the OCRB Central?

A.  [12:05:39] Could you re-put your question, I haven't understood it well.

Q. [12:05:45] Do you know who Said, whom you've told the Court was in charge of
the OCRB Central, do you know who he reported to?

A.  [12:06:10] Well, I don't know who he reported to, I don't know who he officially
reported to on his work.

Q. [12:06:25] When you were at the OCRB Central, were the Seleka there
armed?

A.  [12:06:44] Yes, they were very well armed, extremely well armed.

Q. [12:06:51] Are you in a position to tell us what type of weapons they had?

A.  [12:07:02] They had AK-47s, RPG-7s, Pangs, FALs, grenades.

Q. [12:07:31] Thank you, Mr Witness.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:07:33] Madam Prosecutor, shall we remove

the exhibit on the face of the screen?

MS MAKWAIA: [12:07:39] Yes, please, Madam President, and perhaps an ERN
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number would be appropriate, thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:07:43] It already has an ERN number, I think.
MS MAKWAIA: [12:07:45] It has? All right, thank you.

Q. [12:07:51] Thank you, Mr Witness. Ihave no further questions for you.

That ends my examination-in-chief with this witness, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:08:02] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia.

Mr Witness, that ends the Prosecutor's questions to you. Now we are going to turn
over to the Defence for Mr Said, who is represented here, to put a set of questions to
you for which we require an answer.

Ms Naouri, questions in cross, please, to this witness.

Are we still in private session, Madam Court Officer?

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:08:53] We're in open session, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:08:55] Okay. That's noted.

May I remind you about the five-second rule, Ms Naouri. Thank you. Please put
your questions.

MS NAOURI:  [12:09:08](Interpretation) You're quite right, your Honour. And I'd
like to ask, are we in open session or are we in closed session? We need to be in
private session for the start of my questioning, if you don't mind.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:09:23] Court Officer, can we go into private
session, please.

(Private session at 12.09 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [12:09:38] We're in private session, Madam President.

MS NAOURI:  [12:09:45](Interpretation) Thank you very much, court officer.
QUESTIONED BY MS NAOURI: (Interpretation)

Q. [12:09:49] Good afternoon, witness.
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A. [12:09:53] Good afternoon.

Q.  [12:09:54] I am Jennifer Naouri and I am counsel representing Mr Said and I
shall be putting questions to you on behalf of the Defence.

A.  [12:10:03] Yes.

Q. [12:10:05] We're both going to be speaking French.

A.  [12:10:07] Okay.

Q. [12:10:09] So we can help the Court, because what we are saying is being
interpreted, so I will try to follow the five-second rule, as we call it here, in other
words, before I speak to you, I will first count five seconds in my head, and I would
ask you to do the same.

A.  [12:10:30] Okay.

Q. [12:10:37] Very well. I'd like to first go back and have a look at your -- your
background and career.

A.  [12:10:48] Yes.

Q. [12:10:50] Now, earlier on today, and I would refer to the transcript, page 11,
lines 16 to 22 of the transcript, and you said that you reached your final year of
secondary school and then you were trained to become (Redacted).

Now the first thing I would like to ask you is where did you receive your (Redacted)
training?

A.  [12:11:11] It was at the (Redacted) in Bangui. In (Redacted) in Bangui, to be
specific.

Q. [12:11:28] Very well. And when did you start your training, witness? What
year was it, if you recall?

A.  [12:11:37] In 2003.

Q. [12:11:42] Now, did you start your training before or after joining
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(Redacted)?

A.  [12:11:54] I'm listening, but I haven't understood you. Could you put your
question again.

Q. [12:12:07] You're quite right, witness, let me rephrase my question. So my
question is the following: In 2003 you started at (Redacted), or was it the point in
time when you started receiving your training?

A.  [12:12:28] I started my training in mid-2002 and it was in the course of 2003 that
I became a member (Redacted).

Q. [12:12:44] Thank you, that's very clear.

Now, to join (Redacted), are there specific conditions, for instance, a minimum age or
a maximum age?

[12:12:56] Yes.

[12:12:58] And what was that age, witness?

[12:13:01] You need to be 22 years old before joining.

[12:13:14] So does that mean you need to be aged less than 22 years?

[12:13:20] Yes.

O O S

[12:13:23] Very well.

Now, I'd like to return to your training. While you were being trained, were there
written tests or examinations in certain subjects?

A. [12:13:46] Yes, there were examinations.

Q. [12:13:50] Could you tell us something about these examinations.

A.  [12:13:56] We had French language tests, including grammar and dictation, and
also a test regarding our general knowledge, which included some mathematics, and
also writing, composition.

Q. [12:14:20] Very well.
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And were there also tests of a physical nature or sporting nature?

A.  [12:14:35] Yes, the final test that we had was indeed a physical test.

Q. [12:14:48] And was it during this training that you learnt to handle weapons?
A.  [12:14:55] Yes, it was during my (Redacted) training that I learned how to
handle weapons.

Q. [12:15:08] Very well. Could you tell us a little bit more about your weapons
training, what types of weapons and how you were trained and where?

A.  [12:15:23] Yes, we were taught how to handle weapons and we used AK-47s for
that, but also automatic pistols, RPG-7s. I would say those three weapon types.

Q. [12:15:47] Very well. And was there any check carried out on your -- on
whether you were morally upstanding before joining the army?

[12:16:05] Before joining (Redacted) there was indeed such an inquiry.
[12:16:13] And who carried out the inquiry into your moral standing?

[12:16:17] I no longer recall his name.

O

[12:16:22] Allow me to be more specific. What service carried out that check?
A.  [12:16:30] Well, it was a department (Redacted)

(Redacted), in fact, that carried out the inquiry into our moral standing.

Q. [12:16:46] Okay. Thank you, witness. And now my final question regarding
your training and, above all, regarding the conditions required to join the army.
Were you submitted to a medical examination?

A. [12:17:06] Yes, indeed, there was a medical check-up.

Q. [12:17:18] very good. Thank you, witness. Now, over the course of your
career, did you receive training from French soldiers?

A.  [12:17:27] Would you mind rephrasing your question, I haven't understood it

well.

25.03.2024 Page 46



1CC-01/14-01/21-T-063-Red2-ENG CT WT 25-03-2024 47/63 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision |CC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.

Trial Hearing (Private Session) ICC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2504
1 Q. [12:17:35] No problem. In 2003, or indeed later, because you have a career
2 behind you as (Redacted), were you ever -- did you ever receive training from
3 aFrench battalion, from French soldiers?
4 A, [12:17:53] No.
5 Q. [12:17:59] And did you receive training from the UN?
6 A. [12:18:01] Yes, yes.
7 Q. [12:18:08] I'm trying to make sure that we don't speak at the same time, to help
8  the interpreters, so perhaps you could try and help me to ensure that we don't
9 overlap, that would be helpful.
10 So, tell us a little bit more about this training you received from the United Nations.
11 A, [12:18:30] Yes, I received some training regarding (Redacted)
12 training that was provided by the (Redacted).
13 Q. [12:18:44] And when did this training take place, witness?
14 A. [12:18:48] I don't recall, but I have the certificate.
15 Q. [12:18:55] And let me be more specific, my question is in fact was it between
16 2013 or before?
17 A, [12:19:04] After 2003.
18 Q. [12:19:09] Yes, you joined (Redacted) in 2003?
19 A, [12:19:12] Yes.
20 Q. [12:19:13] And the period I'm now more interested in is 2013, the year where
21  there was Bozizé and then the arrival of the Seleka groups. So my question is to
22 know whether that training provided by the United Nations took place before
23 the Seleka, what you call the Seleka, arrived on the scene or after?
24 A, [12:19:36] I said a few moments ago I received that training after 2003, so I think

25 it -- thinking it was around 2004 or 2005.
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Q. [12:19:48] Ah, now I think we've understood well. Thank you, witness.

So, witness, you joined (Redacted) in 2003. What was your first posting?

A.  [12:20:00] I was posted to the (Redacted).

Q.  [12:20:08] Could you tell us in a few words what was the (Redacted)
(Redacted)?

A.  [12:20:20] It was a body responsible for carrying out interventions. When
people were in trouble, if there was an incident, if there was an assault, it was that
unit which had the task of intervening.

Q. [12:20:42] Very well. Thank you. And what was the structure (Redacted)
(Redacted)?

A.  [12:20:53] The structure of the (Redacted), well, there were (Redacted): There
was a (Redacted) then

the elements.

Q. [12:21:15] So you say that the -- it was made up of (Redacted). Now, were
there also (Redacted)?

A.  [12:21:26] Yes, yes, that's it. That's -- well, those (Redacted) are what we called
(Redacted).

Q. [12:21:37] Okay, thank you, witness.

I have a final question. Now, is there a particular profile that (Redacted) should
have, those who are chosen to be assigned to the (Redacted) and to a particular
(Redacted)?

A.  [12:22:04] I haven't understood you well.

Q.  [12:22:08] On what basis is it decided to assign somebody to (Redacted) that you
were a member of, witness?

A.  [12:22:19] You don't need any particular abilities. When you leave the
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(Redacted), it is the higher commanders who assign (Redacted) to the various entities,
so you don't have to have a specific skill set.

Q. [12:23:00] And (Redacted), was it still in operation, did it still exist

in 2013?

A.  [12:23:08] Yes, yes. In 2013 (Redacted) was still in place.

Q.  [12:23:15] Do you recall who the commanding officer of (Redacted)

was in 20137

A, [12:23:22] *When the Seleka came in 2013, the (Redacted) was headed up by
Colonel (Redacted).

Q.  [12:23:40] Thank you, witness. And what did you do later, after your
assignment at the (Redacted)?

A.  [12:23:50] After the (Redacted), I was assigned to the United Nations, that is to
say the (Redacted).

Q.  [12:24:03] What -- to what service were you seconded?

A.  [12:24:13] I was seconded as a (Redacted) to the United Nations system.

Q. [12:24:17] And why did you change post?

A, [12:24:21] Well, it didn't -- it wasn't up to me. The (Redacted)

(Redacted) and I would be deployed wherever was deemed fit.

Q. [12:24:35] And how many elements were there in (Redacted) entity that was
assigned to the United Nations?

A.  [12:24:46] At the UN?

Q.  [12:24:49] At the (Redacted).

A.  [12:24:54] At the (Redacted)?

Q.  [12:24:58] Just to be sure, I've understood that you were assigned to

the (Redacted), so you were really part of the (Redacted). So if that is indeed the case,
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how many of you were there in that capacity at the (Redacted)?

[12:25:12] We were eight.

[12:25:14] And where were you based?

[12:25:19] At the (Redacted) headquarters.

[12:25:26] And where was that, geographically speaking, where was it located?

> o0 > O »

[12:25:41] It was at the end of the ministry (Redacted). The (Redacted) building
was back then located there. There was a floor here, opposite the ministry of
(Redacted).

Q. [12:25:59] I understood from your answer that you were in Bangui. Were you
also assigned outside of Bangui?

A.  [12:26:08] Yes, I was indeed assigned to the provinces at the (Redacted) in
Bambari, that was the (Redacted) in Bambari.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:26:27] The interpreter corrects: (Redacted) should be (Redacted).
MS NAOURI: [12:26:31](Interpretation)

Q. [12:26:32] And, witness, and how much time did you spend in Bambari?

A.  [12:26:38] I spent a year, almost a year there.

Q.  [12:26:42] And during that period of time did you, on occasion, coordinate with
other sections of (Redacted) or (Redacted) or sections of the armed

forces?

A. [12:27:01] Yes, yes. In Bambari, there we would work, we worked together
with our brothers in arms who were there.

Q. [12:27:12] Very well. And what did you do then after you left the (Redacted).
A.  [12:27:24] As 1 said a moment ago, after I left the (Redacted) I was assigned to
the (Redacted) in Bambari.

Q.  [12:27:35] Oh, just one moment, I thought that that assignment was part of your
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work at the (Redacted)?

A. [12:27:41] No, no, no, no. When I had finished at the (Redacted) I was assigned
to the (Redacted) in Bambari.

Q. [12:27:54] Ah, that's clearer. So what did you do after working in the (Redacted)
in Bambari?

A.  [12:28:04] After the (Redacted) in Bambari I returned to Bangui and I was at

the -- the (Redacted) number 1 as a (Redacted), as an element, then.

Q.  [12:28:22] So what was -- can you explain a little bit more about this post, being
attached to the (Redacted).

A.  [12:28:31] When you had finished a deployment and you don't have a new post,
you return to Bangui, you are assigned to the (Redacted) because it's the (Redacted)
(Redacted) that manages staff, human resources, if you like. So you need to report to
bureau 1 each day in order to be taken into account. So when I left Bambari I first
reported to the (Redacted) as an element. And that was ...

Q.  [12:29:21] So if I understand well, when you report to the (Redacted), you don't
have a specific posting, you must just report for duty there; is that right? And that is
awaiting a new posting, of course?

A. [12:29:36] Yes, that is indeed the case.

Q.  [12:29:40] I'm just keeping an eye on the transcript to make sure that we are not
overlapping and that everything is noted.

So, witness, how long did you spend waiting for a new posting?

[12:29:52] I couldn't say how long. I'm not sure how long.

Q. [12:30:07] And what was in fact your next posting?
A.  [12:30:13] I was then posted to the (Redacted).
Q. [12:30:26] Very well. We've understood that you waited some time before
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being posted to that new job. Approximately how long did you wait? Was it
maybe one month or one year?

A.  [12:30:39] Yes, it took almost a year.

Q. [12:30:45] Very well. And could you tell us, so you waited approximately

a year or almost a year and then you had this new posting, what did you do at the
(Redacted)?

Mr Witness, would you like me to put my question to you again?

A.  [12:31:12] *Yes, yes. I was in charge of (Redacted)

(Redacted). So I was (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. [12:31:41] Very well. I'mjust trying to have a little bit of an idea of the years
during which you occupied this post.

So in 2003 you entered (Redacted), you were in your first post. Do you remember
which year it was that you worked for the (Redacted) and which year it was that you
were in the Bambari -- in Bambari, just the year?

A.  [12:32:08] Well, I do have a list of my postings, but as I do not have -- or

the decisions of my postings, but as I do not have it here, I can't show it to you.

Q. [12:32:17] Very well. I'm going to put another question to you. It's going to
help us, I think.

When you were (Redacted), who was the president of the republic at that moment in
time?

A.  [12:32:27] It was during the time of the incumbent president, so that's Faustin
Touadéra.

Q. [12:32:37] Very well. And are you still in that post?
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1 A, [12:32:45] At the time being I am in (Redacted)
2 (Redacted).
3 Q. [12:32:58] Very well. Thank you for clarifying.
4 Now, when were you (Redacted), just before you obtained your current post which is
5 (Redacted)?
6 A. [12:33:12] I haven't heard you well.
7 Q. [12:33:19] So at this current moment in time you are (Redacted)?
8 A. [12:33:25] I am (Redacted).
9 THE INTERPRETER: [12:33:28] Message from the booth: Could a pause please be
10 observed.
11 MSNAOURIL [12:33:30](Interpretation)
12 Q. [12:33:30] Is that what you're doing at this point in time?
13 A, [12:33:31] Yes.
14 Q. [12:33:36] You've just told us that under Touadéra you occupied this post of
15 (Redacted) within the ministry, and I'm trying to ascertain exactly when that was
16 under Touadéra. Was that just before the position that you occupy now?
17 A. [12:33:54] That was before. The work that I was conducting in the (Redacted)
18  (Redacted), it was just before. *It was after the (Redacted) that I
19  was appointed (Redacted)
20  (Redacted).
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:34:18] Okay. Can I ask that both counsel and
22 the witness observe the five-second rule.
23 Especially the witness. Can you wait for Ms Naouri, the lawyer, to finish her
24 question before you answer so that we can help the interpreters, so that we get every

25  word that you say on record. Thank you very much.
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THE WITNESS: [12:34:47](Interpretation) Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:34:47] Yes, carry on, Ms Naouri.

MS NAOURI: [12:34:54](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.

Q. [12:34:57] Very well. So we're going to come back somewhat in time. We've
talked about today. Who was president when you were part of the (Redacted)?

A. [12:35:15] It was under President Francois Bozizé.

Q. [12:35:23] And who was president of the republic when you were in Bambari?
A. [12:35:28] It was still President Bozizé.

Q. [12:35:33] Very well. So we've jumped somewhat in time. What I want to know
is, after Bambari and after having done the (Redacted), what was your first posting
after your period of (Redacted)?

A. [12:35:56] After the (Redacted), I was seconded to the (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q. [12:36:16] Who was president of the republic when you were at the (Redacted)?
A. [12:36:22] At the (Redacted), it was President Touadéra. Since President Bozizé
until President Touadéra.

Q. [12:36:37] So to understand clearly, what you're telling us is that between Bozizé
and Touadéra, you did not have an official posting; is that what you're telling us?

A.  [12:36:51] Yes.

Q. [12:36:56] Very well. Thank you, Mr Witness. It's very clear to us now. That
really is very helpful to us.

I'd like to come back rapidly to when you were at M'Poko in March 2013.

When you were in M'Poko on *24 March 2013, when the groups who said that they
were Seleka arrived, who was in your company on that day?

A.  [12:37:54] Other (Redacted) who had been posted with me. There were eight
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(Redacted) who were posted alongside me to guarantee -- to do (Redacted)
(Redacted).

Q. [12:38:11] Very well. Apart from the (Redacted), were there any other
individuals? Civilians, for example.

A.  [12:38:20] No.

Q. [12:38:27] So, Mr Witness, I'm going to read to you an excerpt from what
another witness said to us. This is witness MTr Tiangaye. He was prime minister
under Bozizé and Djotodia. I'm getting my presidents mixed up.

Well, he told us, as follows -- I'm going to read an excerpt to you.

I'm going to provide -- this is tab 65 on our list, “*CAR-OTP-2034-0036, and it's
paragraph 70. Itis a confidential document, but the witness did testify publicly and
the document was entered into evidence, so I believe that we can show this excerpt.
I'm going to be reading paragraph 70 - 7-0 - of what Mr Tiangaye told us. He said:
"On *Friday 22 March 2013, I was at the office when I heard it said that the rebels had
come over the demarcation line into Damara. I went home and I held a meeting
with a delegation of -- from the International Francophone Organisation (OIF). I
noted that there were vehicles parked up in front of my house. A soldier from
FOMAC came to my house, and handed me a helmet and he practically forced me to
get into a vehicle. He drove me to the airport. The OIF delegation also managed to
leave. My family joined me at a later stage at the airport. At the time, Bozizé was
not in the country. He had asked for help from South Africa. South African
soldiers who were already providing security in Bangui fought against the Seleka and
a number of them were killed." End of quote.

He also still tells us, and I'm going - this is still Witness Tiangaye - I'm going to be

citing from transcripts.
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Transcript T-61, French version, page 45, lines 5 to 9, and the question put to

Mr Tiangaye is:

"Who else were at camp M'Poko when you were there?"

To which he answered:

"Many personalities, ministers, the president of the national assembly, and even army
generals had sought refuge at M'Poko camp, including, if I am not mistaken, the chief
of staff of the army was also there." End of quote.

So my question to you, Mr Witness, is: How is it that the prime minister is at
M'Poko camp two days before the Seleka arrived and that you did not see him?

A.  [12:42:01] Thank you, Counsel. We should know that M'Poko camp where

the authorities were based was in FOMAC camp. [ was designated (Redacted)
(Redacted) and not FOMAC camp. Those in charge of guaranteeing security there
were those who went there, but I was not designated to go to the FOMAC camp.

I was at the entry to the OCRB. We need to understand where I was assigned for
surveillance. It was at the entry to the airport, if you've understood me well, not at
the FOMAC camp.

Q. [12:42:49] Very well. Just to clarity, I am looking -- when you say "I was at the
entrance to the OCRB", which --

A.  [12:42:57] I was at the entrance to the airport.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:43:09] Says the witness, interrupting.

MS NAOURI:  [12:43:15](Interpretation)

Q.  [12:43:15] Very well, that was perfectly transcribed. That's important to us,

Mr Witness. Very well.

So my question to you: You who were at the entrance to the airport and were

(Redacted) there, were you in contact with or collaborating with
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1  the FOMAC?

2 A, [12:43:32] No.

3 Q. [12:43:34] And was the FOMAC far from the entrance to the airport?

4 A, [12:43:38] It's a little bit far away. Their base is a little bit far away.

5 Q. [12:43:45] A little bit far away is how long, a few metres, a few kilometres?
6 A. [12:43:54] No, 400 to 500 metres.

7 ~ THE INTERPRETER: [12:44:01] Can a pause please be observed between witness

8 and counsel.

9  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:44:01] The five-second rule, please, counsel and
10 witness. The interpreters need your help, please.
11 MSNAOURI: [12:44:16](Interpretation) Yes, you are right, Madam President. I'm
12 going to try and continue to help the witness. I'm counting to five and I'm going to
13 count to seven from now on.
14 Q. [12:44:30] Thank you, Mr Witness, for this clarification.
15 When the French arrived, when you were at M'Poko camp, where did those French
16  come from?
17 A. [12:44:45] They came out of their base. They came out of their base, which was
18  about5.30/6 p.m. They were coming out of their base and they were coming
19  towards the intersection where I was located as (Redacted). They told us to leave
20  thatlocation in front of the entrance to the airport and they took the post over. We
21  advanced somewhat towards the Marché de Combattant and I took my telephone and
22 started making phone calls. Nobody picked up.
23 Q. [12:45:33] And where was that base? You said that they came out of their base,
24 where was that base located?

25 A, [12:45:42] In M'Poko there were two bases. There was the FOMAC base and
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1 there was the French base. So they came from the base of the French soldiers.

2 Q. [12:46:07] Very well. So the French soldiers' base was in M'Poko; is that

3 correct?

4 A, [12:46:13] Yes.

5 Q. [12:46:27] And how many were they, those French soldiers?

6 A. [12:46:33] I didn't count to see how many they were, but there were many of

7  them.

8 Q. [12:46:42] Very well. Well, it does provide me with an indication. Thank you,

9  Mr Witness.
10 And how long had they been in M'Poko, how long had that French base been in
11 M'Poko, to your knowledge?
12 A. [12:47:02] The base was -- in its entirety was the French soldiers' base. It was
13 divided into two. They gave one part that was occupied by the FOMAC and
14 the other side that was on the way to the airport was occupied by the French soldiers.
15 Q. [12:47:39] Perfect. Thank you, Mr Witness. Thank you for that clarification.
16  We're going to be moving on to another subject now.
17 Do excuse me for one minute, I'm trying to manage time.
18  So, Mr Witness, I would like to come back to the OCRB Damala, all right?
19 A, [12:48:30] Okay.
20 Q. [12:48:36] First of all I'd like to talk about (Redacted). Did he have any other
21 names, to your knowledge?
22 A.  [12:48:44] He does not have any other names. These are the only names that I
23 know.
24 Q. [12:48:59] Very well. I'm going to be showing a document to you, Mr Witness.

25 Itisitem 34 on our list. *CAR-OTP-2100-0895. And I would like us to bring up
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page 0829, please.

As you can see, Mr Witness, it is the decision incorporating young recruits into

the Central African armed forces.

And I would like us to now please consult 0895, which is the next page -- no, a few
pages later, 0895, please.

Perfect. Thank you.

And the line that is of interest to me is line 2540. It's right at the bottom. Could we
please scroll and zoom in a little bit for it to be clearer. Thank you very much.
Perfect. 2540.

We can see on this list that there is a second class soldier (Redacted)

(Redacted), with the serial number.

So my question, Mr Witness: This (Redacted), is this the same person we're talking
about, Mr (Redacted)?

A.  [12:51:14] No, this is not the (Redacted). I'm talking about (Redacted).
(Redacted). It's not this one.

Q.  [12:51:27] Thank you.

*And thank you for that answer, Mr Witness. And I have finished with that document.
So you are belabouring (Redacted).

Now, (Redacted), does that ring a bell?

Is that the (Redacted) that you are speaking to us about?

A. [12:51:51] (Redacted) went into the sub -- into the non-commissioned officers
school. That is the one I'm talking about, in Kassai.

Q. [12:52:07] Very well. To your knowledge, (Redacted), whom you knew,
converted to Islam a short time after joining the Seleka. Were you aware of that?

A.  [12:52:24] He also speaks Arabic, but I never saw him praying, so I was not
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aware of his religion.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:52:38] Ms Naouri, do you still want us to remain
in private session? Do you still want us to remain in private session?

MS NAOURI:  [12:52:48](Interpretation) I do understand your question,

Madam President. And I'm thinking about it alot. But as it's somebody who is
close to the witness we're talking about, that he was close to Mr (Redacted), that he
tinanced a part of his studies, et cetera, I think it might be better to be prudent. But
as soon as things change I will move into open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:53:10] That's okay then. Continue, please.

MS NAOURI:  [12:53:15](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.

Q.  [12:53:18] Now, still with regard to (Redacted), he was part of the MLC]J group
of Sabone, was he not?

A.  [12:53:32] I was not aware of this group.

Q. [12:53:43] Very well. What did (Redacted) do after the fall of

President Djotodia?

A.  [12:53:52] Well, after President Djotodia fell, I did not see him.

Q. [12:54:18] So you did not see him after Djotodia fell. But did you collaborate
with him subsequently, (Redacted)? You talked about

(Redacted), did you coordinate or collaborate with

Mr (Redacted) in that context?

A. [12:54:46] No, I did not. We need to be clear here. The (Redacted)
(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted), who is also part of it. You have

part of the delegation (Redacted). This is what we call (Redacted), which is placed
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under the command of the ministry (Redacted).

Q.  [12:55:28] Very well, Mr Witness. That's very clear. Thank you for that point
of clarification.

So, you told us at an earlier stage that you did not know precisely how many people
there were at the Damala OCRB. Now, do you recall the names of some individuals
who worked with you at that time when you were at the Damala antenna?

A.  [12:55:55] Yes, I did know some people.

Q. [12:56:01] Can you please remember or give us the names of the people you
remember?

A. [12:56:06] I knew Colonel Yacoub. Iknow -- knew Commander Nordine. I
knew *Kakobanga Dieu Bénit.

I knew Ndelafei. Iknew Zouaba Youssuf.

Q. [12:56:36] Now, Mr Witness, I am cutting you off because I'm trying to see
whether all the names have been correctly transcribed in the transcript. We're going
to go slowly, all right?

[12:56:49] Okay.

[12:56:50] Now, for the time being I have Colonel Yacoub, Nordine, Kakobanga?
[12:57:02] Yes.

[12:57:04] And what did you say after that?

[12:57:06] I said Ndelafei.

[12:57:09] Ndelafei, okay.

[12:57:13] Zouaba Youssuf.

O O S

[12:57:20] Just for us to have the time.
So Ndelafei.

I heard Zouaba Youssuf.
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1 And now I'm going to take a little breath, you're going to take a little breath, and then
2 give us the next name.
3 Please go ahead.
4 A. [12:57:45] I don't know any further names.
5 Q. [12:57:52] You mean that some names you've forgotten. All those all the names
6  that you remember?
7 A.  [12:58:01] Well, there are other names, but for the time being they escape me.
8 Q. [12:58:11] No problem, Mr Witness.
9  ButI can see what time it is, Madam President. And I have a witness -- I have
10 adocument to give to the witness to comment. But as we only have two minutes left
11  andI've been told that it's becoming a little bit difficult behind me, I think it might be
12 the opportune time to take the break.
13 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:58:37] Yes, I took notice of what's happening
14 behind you.
15 Mr Witness, we are going to -- well, it's actually not a break, isit? We are going to
16  stop here for today's testimony. We are going to stop here today for -- with your
17  testimony. Are we in closed session?
18  THE COURT OFFICER: [12:58:57] Indeed, private session, Madam President.
19  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:58:59] Can we go into open session so that I may ...
20 (Open session at 12.59 p.m.)
21  THE COURT OFFICER: [12:59:18] We are back to open session, your Honours.
22 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:59:20] Thank you very much.
23 So, Mr Witness, we are going to end your testimony here for today. We'll meet again
24 here tomorrow in the morning so that counsel for Mr Said will continue with her

25 cross-examination.
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1  I'm going to ask that you do not discuss your testimony here today with anybody

2 when you leave this courtroom.

3 Solrise the Court and ask that we come again tomorrow at 9.30, please. Thank you.
4  THE COURT USHER: [12:59:50] All rise.

5 (The hearing ends in open session at 12.59 p.m.)
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