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Trial Hearing (Open Session) I1CC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2563

International Criminal Court

Trial Chamber VI

Situation: Central African Republic II

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Mahamat Said Abdel Kani - ICC-01/14-01/21
Presiding Judge Miatta Maria Samba, Judge Maria del Socorro Flores Liera, Judge
Sergio Gerardo Ugalde Godinez and Judge Keebong Paek

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 2

Friday, 20 September 2024

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.33 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [9:33:55] All rise.

The International Criminal Court is now in session.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:34:27] Good morning, everyone.

Madam Court Officer, can you please mention the case.

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:34:44] Good morning, your Honours. Good morning,
Madam President.

Situation in the Central African Republic IL, in the case of the Prosecutor versus
Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, case reference ICC-01/14-01/21.

And for the record, we are in open session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:35:02] Thank you very much.

Can I ask for representation please, starting with the Prosecution.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:35:08] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours.
For the Prosecution this morning, myself, Holo Makwaia, senior trial lawyer;
Thomas Bifwoli, Marie-Jeanne Sardachti, trial lawyers; Sanyu Ndagire,

Anusha Rawoah, assistant legal officers; Alessia Vitiello, analysis assistant. Thank
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you, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:35:29] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia.

Ms Pellet for the victims, please.

MS PELLET: [9:35:38](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. The victims
are represented by Tars Van Litsenborgh and myself, Sarah Pellet, counsel OPCV.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:35:48] Thank you very much, Ms Pellet.

Ms Naouri, for the Defence, please.

MS NAOURI:  [9:35:56](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. Good
morning.

To my right, Capucine Banet; to my left, Mr Jacobs; and myself, I am Jennifer Naouri,
lead counsel for Mr Said.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:36:11] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri.

Rule 74 counsel, please.

MS BWIZA: [9:36:17] Good morning, your Honour, my name is Dignité Bwiza and
I'm the legal adviser for the witness. Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:36:22] Thank you very much.

And for the record, I do take note that Mr Said is in court with us. A very good
morning to you, Mr Said. Thope I see you well.

MR SAID: [9:36:37](Interpretation) Yes, good morning, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:36:43] Good.

Good morning, Mr Witness, I hope you rested well.

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2563 (On former oath)

(The witness speaks Sango)

THE WITNESS: [9:36:58](Interpretation) Good morning, Madam President. Yes,

I rested well.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:37:03] Good.

Now, Mr Witness, we're going to continue with your testimony this morning and

I wish to remind you that you're still on oath to say the truth to this Court. Il also
reiterate that you have your Rule 74 assurances, so do feel free to say what you know
happened in the situation we're looking into now.

We're in open court, open session, Madam Prosecutor, please start your questioning
of this witness this morning.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:37:48] Thank you, Madam President.

QUESTIONED BY MS MAKWAIA: (Continuing)

Q.  [9:37:58] Good morning, Mr Witness.

A.  [9:37:59] Good morning.

Q. [9:38:07] Yesterday, when we -- when the Chamber adjourned the hearing, you
were testifying about what you knew and saw with respect to the Seleka. So today
I'm going to continue my questions.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:38:19] And, your Honours, with your leave, if we can move into
private session.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:38:25] Madam Court Officer, can we go into private
session, please.

(Private session at 9.38 a.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [9:38:46] We are in private session, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:38:50] Madam Prosecutor, please carry on.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:38:53]

Q.  [9:38:53] So, Mr Witness, you had given evidence about the OCRB and you
named a few individuals, you told the Court, worked at the OCRB during the period

that you were present.
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With your leave, your Honours, I would like displayed for the witness, tab -- at tab 48
of our bundle of material, CAR-OTP-2082-0458.

Could I have the full list displayed, please, if it's possible.

Mr Witness, do you see the list before you?

A.  [9:40:18] Yes, I see it.

Q.  [9:40:22] Now, there's a few names on this list. Can you tell the Court which
names on this list you recognise?

A.  [9:40:51] I can see the name of Colonel Mahamat Said. I know that person very
well. His deputy, Tahir Babikir, also a colonel, I know him well. Mamadou
Laurent. Djidalbaye Salle. Ouiya Morin.

Q.  [9:41:39] Mr Witness, perhaps for the record, if you could also read the number
against the name as you say it. Thank you.

A. [9:42:02] Number 1, the first line. That's Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, the head of
the OCRB, number 1, the name on the first line.

Number 2, Tahir Babikir, the deputy of Mr Said.

Q.  [9:42:45] Yes, please continue.

A.  [9:42:56] I no longer recall the other names. I'm trying to remember. Number
17, Mamadou Laurent.

Q.  [9:43:19] Sorry, Mr Witness, before you continue --

A.  [9:43:23] Number 22 --

Q.  [9:43:25] Before you continue, who was Mamadou Laurent?

A. [9:43:40] Mamadou Laurent, that's the name -- number 17 there -- it's been
marked. There's a little sign or symbol beside the name. *He is a former gendarme.
He also worked at the OCRB. He is a former gendarme. He is the one with the asterisk

before his name at number 17.
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1 Q. [9:44:22] Okay. What was his role, do you know, at the OCRB?
2 A, [9:44:30] (No interpretation)
3 Q. [9:45:02] We didn't hear any interpretation, your Honours.
4  THE INTERPRETER: [9:45:08] Apologies from the booth.
5 Thelast reply was: *Being a former gendarme, at the time of the OCRB, Mahamat
6  Said entrusted him with training us from time to time in military (inaudible) and
7  military discipline which means that from time to time he would give us training. He
8  would give us this training or provide a framework for us, teaching us the military
9  profession. That is the role that he played at the OCRB.
10 MSMAKWAIA: [9:45:42]
11 Q. [9:45:42] Thank you, witness. Can you continue with the list.
12 Please continue -- before I stopped you, I think you were about to say something
13 about number 22; do you remember that?
14 A. [9:46:17] (Redacted)
15 (Redacted). We met in civilian life before we joined the
16  Seleka coalition. His name is (Redacted).
17 Q. [9:47:09] And what was his role at the OCRB?
18 A. [9:47:20] Sometimes he worked as a driver and he would drive the OCRB
19  vehicles. He also took part in a number of missions in the field, interventions. So
20  hedrove vehicles. He took part in interventions in the field if it was a matter of
21  bringing detainees back to the base.
22 Q. [9:47:55] And what do you know about the person at number 14?
23 Mr Witness, did you hear my question?
24 A, [9:48:29] Yes,  heard you. Idon't recognise some of these names because, you

25  see, it -- it starts with their -- well, I knew their nicknames but I didn't always know
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1 their family names. I'm looking here.

2 Now, (Redacted), I'm trying to remember.

3 Some of the names, after all this time, I no longer recall.

4 Q. [9:49:13] All right, Mr Witness. If you recall during the course of your

5  testimony, we can come back to it.

6 Do you remember any other person on the list?

7 Mr Witness?

8 A. [9:50:15] (Redacted).

9 Q. [9:50:31] Which number please?
10  A. [9:50:35] Number 21.
11 Q. [9:50:47] Yes, please continue.
12 And your Honours, perhaps it can be zoomed, the document.
13 Yes, what have you got to say about number 21, witness?
14 A, [9:51:24] I remember that name because that person, he comes from the Bria area.
15 He was one of the ones who took part in the torture and the beating up of detainees.
16 He was one of the ones who carried out the orders, who would beat up the detainees.
17  (Redacted).
18 Q. [9:52:03] Anybody else that you remember before I move on to someone else?
19  Okay.
20 A, [9:52:16] Yes, | remember the name at item (Redacted).
21 Q. [9:52:35] Please tell the Court what it is you remember about the person at
22 number 11.
23 A.  [9:52:59] He's a former officer. He was also at the OCRB. And after, we found
24 out that he had stood for election, and he was not elected. He had a motorcycle.

25  He ran for office in the Kabo region.
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1 THE INTERPRETER: [9:53:46] The Sango interpreter repeats: In the Kabo region.
2 MSMAKWAIA: [9:53:53]
3 Q. [9:53:54] Yes, and what was his role at the OCRB?
4 A. [9:54:09] Being an officer, he was not at the base permanently. He stayed for a
5  while, then he would leave on his motorbike, then he would come in, he would talk to
6 Commander Yaya with Colonel Said, and then shortly thereafter he would leave.
7  He was really much more focused on his own personal business. He wasn't all that
8  often at the base, not regularly.
9 Q. [9:54:51] Thank you, witness.
10 With your leave, your Honours, can I now have displayed tab 66,
11 CAR-OTP-2069-3227.
12 Mr Witness, can you see the photograph before you?
13 A, [9:55:34] Yes, I see it.
14 Q. [9:55:38] So there are a number of people on this photograph. Do you know
15 any of them?
16 A. [9:55:59] I can see the person who is wearing a pagne and also he's wearing
17  eyeglasses. That's President Michel Djotodia.
18 T also see Colonel Mahamat Said. I also see his deputy. Those are the people that
19  Irecognise on this photograph.
20 Q. [9:56:34] Can you please put a "1" on the person you identified as President
21  Djotodia; a "2" on Colonel Said; and a "3" on his deputy, please.
22 TI'd like to tender this as an exhibit, your Honours.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:57:27] Yeah, Madam Court Officer, can we have an
24 ERN number for that annotated exhibit, please.

25 THE COURT OFFICER: [9:57:33] Yes, Madam President. Tab 66 from the
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Prosecution list of materials will bear the Registry number, CAR-REG-0002-0138.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [9:57:48] Thank you very much.

Madam Prosecutor, please continue.

MS MAKWAIA: [9:57:54] Can we now have displayed, your Honours, tab 82,
CAR-OTP-2069-3244.

Q.  [09:29:22] Mr Witness, who is -- who is the person that we see on this
photograph?

A.  [9:58:52] On the screen, what we see here is this person, his excellency the
minister of the interior, Pastor Binoua, the one who replaced General Nouradine at
the ministry of the interior.

Q.  [9:59:17] And in the same photograph we see individuals dressed in uniform.
Can you see them?

A, [9:59:32] Yes, I can see them just fine. These are elements from the OCRB.

I see some OCRB soldiers. You can tell it's them because of the armbands that
they're wearing. You can distinguish them from other soldiers. The ones who
worked for Mr Said have the blue armbands. Those are the soldiers from the OCRB.
Q. [10:00:13] Please draw a circle on the blue armbands you're speaking of, on this
photograph.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:00:20] Mr Court Officer, can you zoom out a little
bit and let's see.

No, no, zoom. One more. Yes.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:00:53]

Q. [10:00:54] Can you please draw a circle on the blue armbands you've described
to the Court, please.

And put a "1" on the minister you also spoke about.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:01:31] Well, let's deal with the armbands first,
Madam Prosecutor.

Put a circle around the blue armbands, the ones that you can see.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:01:52] I have a better photograph I can also display perhaps.
Q.  [10:01:55] But on this photograph, Mr Witness, can you please do as the
President has instructed. On the blue armbands can you encircle, put a circle around
them please.

Thank you, witness. Can you now put a "1" on the minister.

We'd like to submit it as a Prosecution exhibit, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:03:09] Yes.

Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN number for that exhibit, please.
Thank you.

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:03:15] Yes, Madam President.

Tab 82 from the Prosecution list of materials annotated by the witness will bear
Registry number CAR-REG-0002-0139.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:03:36] Thank you very much.

Madam Prosecutor, please continue.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:03:38] I'm obliged, your Honour.

Q. [10:03:40] Can I please have displayed tab 76, CAR-OTP-2069-3238, please.
Now, can it be zoomed a bit as well.

Mr Witness, what do we see here?

A.  [10:04:54] I can see elements of the OCRB on that photograph.

Q. [10:05:05] Can you recognise any of them?

A.  [10:05:20] I can recognise certain persons on this photograph. I can see

Ngrekamba Steve William. I can see him on that photograph.
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Q.  [10:05:39] Can you put an "A" on this person, please.

Anybody else?

A.  [10:06:10] I have forgotten most of them, sort of.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:06:24] We would like to tender this as an exhibit, your Honour.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:06:27] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
number for that exhibit, please.

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:06:32] Yes, Madam President.

Tab 76 from the Prosecution list of materials annotated by the witness will bear
Registry number CAR-REG-0002-0140.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:06:53] Thank you very much.

Madam Prosecutor, please continue.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:07:03] If I may have tab 63 displayed, CAR-OTP-2069-2452,
please.

Q. [10:07:45] Do you recognise any of the persons on this photograph, witness?

A.  [10:07:56] Yes, I can recognise certain persons on this photograph. I can see His
Excellency President Michel Djotodia. I can see General Nouradine Adam. Ican
also see General Dolle-Waya. These are the people whose names I know. The other
people, I know their faces but not the names.

Q. [10:08:49] Okay. So starting with Dolle-Waya, can you please put a "1" on him.
A. [10:08:53] (No interpretation)

THE INTERPRETER: [10:09:18] From the Sango booth: They are asking the Sango
booth to speak a bit louder.

THE WITNESS: [10:09:30](Interpretation) Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:09:37]

Q. [10:09:37] I had asked -- I'll repeat the question then, Mr Witness.
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1  Canyou put a number "1" on the person you identified as Dolle-Waya.
2 A, [10:09:57] Yes, that is the person where I have indicated "1". And he's wearing
3 aképi and he's having some papers in his hands. I've already done that.
4 Q. [10:10:17] Yes, we can see that.
5 Now, can you put a "2" on General Nouradine.
6 A. [10:10:46] Done.
7 Q. [10:10:49] And just to complete, a "3" on President Djotodia.
8  The Prosecution seeks to tender this as a Prosecution exhibit.
9  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:11:20] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
10 number for that annotated exhibit, please.
11 THE COURT OFFICER: [10:11:25] Yes, Madam President.
12 Tab 63 from the Prosecution list of materials annotated by the witness will bear
13 number CAR-REG-0002-0141.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:11:46] Thank you very much.
15 Madam Prosecutor, please continue.
16 MSMAKWAIA: [10:11:52] Thank you, your Honours.
17 Can I have tab 83, CAR-OTP-2069-3249 displayed, please.
18  Could you kindly zoom in on the individuals.
19 Q. [10:12:38] Do you recognise anybody on this photograph, witness?
20 A.  [10:12:50] Yes, perfectly well. I can recognise certain people on this
21 photograph.
22 Q. [10:12:57] Please let us know who these people are.
23 A, [10:13:15] I can recognise Colonel Mahamat Said. His deputy right next to him.
24 The rest of them are officers of the police.

25 Q. [10:13:41] Put a "1" on Colonel Mahamat Said, please.
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And what is that armband he's wearing around his arm; can you see it?

A. [10:14:20] Yes, I can see it. It is the armband of the OCRB -- armband which

I mentioned a short while ago. That is what he is wearing.

Q. [10:14:37] Can you please put a circle around it as well.

And put a "2" on his deputy, please.

And on this photograph we see a soldier holding a weapon. What kind of gun is this,
do you know?

A. [10:15:46] That is an AK-47 with a wooden barrel. Kalashnikov AK-47.

Q.  [10:16:08] Put a circle around the AK-47 please.

And your Honours, we seek to tender this as an exhibit.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:16:37] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
for that annotated exhibit, please.

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:16:44] Yes, Madam President.

Tab 83 from the Prosecution list of materials annotated by the witness will bear
number CAR-REG-0002-0142.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:17:04] Thank you.

Madam Prosecutor, carry on please.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:17:08] Can I now have displayed tab 89, CAR-OTP-2064-0794,
please.

Q. [10:17:53] Mr Witness, what do we see in this photograph?

A.  [10:18:09] On that photograph, first of all, it is within the OCRB compound, and
I can see the director general of the police, Commander Wanze Linguissara, and
they're surrounded by Seleka elements. There are other authorities around him

whose names I do not know.

Q. [10:18:48] How do you know this is the OCRB?
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A.  [10:19:02] I have worked there, I spent nights there, so I don't have to bend over
backwards to be able to recognise this location. You can -- I can recognise the walls
and even the gate.

Q. [10:19:32] You've testified previously there were other gates at the OCRB. So
which gate would this particular one be?

A.  [10:19:54] It is the one at the back of the compound. It opens up towards the
tree under which Colonel Mahamat Said used to sit.

Q.  [10:20:20] Thank you, witness.

Can you put a "1" on the gate, a "2" on the person you identified as Wanze Linguissara,
please?

I'd like to tender it as an exhibit, your Honours.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:21:08] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
for that annotated exhibit, please.

THE COURT OFFICER: [10:21:15] Yes, Madam President.

Tab 89 from the Prosecution list of materials annotated by the witness will bear
number CAR-REG-0002-0143.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:21:39] Thank you very much.

Carry on, Madam Prosecutor.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:21:43] Can I please have displayed tab 95, CAR-OTP-2069-2503,
please.

MS NAOURI:  [10:22:16](Interpretation) I am sorry, Madam President. Idon't
know whether this was heard, but the French interpreters have asked on two
occasions whether the Prosecutor could repeat the ERN number because it was said

very fast.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:22:39] Apologies.
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:22:41] Actually, that didn't come through the
English channel. But if you may repeat the ERN -- the reference number. Please,
when you do make those references, talk a bit slow so as to help the interpreters.
Thank you.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:22:59] I shall do so, Madam President.

So the tab number is 95 and the ERN number is CAR-OTP-2069-2503.

Q.  [10:23:29] Mr Witness, you have a photograph before you, with two individuals.
Do you know who they are?

A. [10:23:46] Yes, I know them.

Q. [10:23:51] Starting with the one in uniform, can you tell the Court who it is?
A.  [10:24:09] The -- the person in uniform is Colonel Kader. He was working at
the Camp de Roux, within the services of the president of the republic.

Q. [10:24:35] And how did you come to know him?

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Q. [10:26:26] And were you trans -- so the purpose was to transform you into
career soldiers, and were you transformed into career soldiers?

MS NAOURI: [10:26:40](Interpretation) Madam President, on the

transcript -- I object. The question should have been more open: What was the
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objective? It is in the transcript -- I did not see it, so I will withdraw my objection.

It was not yet in the transcript but I have been told that it is there.

MS MAKWAIA: [10:27:19]

Q. [10:27:19] So before the interruption, witness, I had asked you if you were
transformed into career soldiers.

A. [10:27:46] Unfortunately, the training was cut short because of the arrival of the
Anti-Balaka on 5 December. Everybody was -- everything was turned upside down.
They invaded the (Redacted) and everything was in disarray and that is how come
the training came to an end.

Q. [10:28:18] And who -- who are the Anti-Balaka?

A.  [10:28:35] The Anti-Balaka is a group of revolutionaries who were created in the
Central African Republic by the members of the population. These are the people
who were ferociously opposed to the Seleka regime and they carried out attacks here
and there, left and right. They were fighting against the Seleka in order to chase
them out of power. So that revolutionary organisation known -- or, rather, made up
of members of the Central African population was known as the Anti-Balaka.

Q. [10:29:38] We also see on this photograph a second person in a suit, Mr Witness.
Can you tell the Court who this is?

A.  [10:29:54] The person dressed in a suit is -- well, when I came back to Camp Béal,
to the barracks, that is how I got to know him. He is Colonel Djida (phon). He was
a former soldier under the regime of President Bozizé.

Q. [10:30:35] And when is it you went back to Camp Béal?

A.  [10:30:55] It was after the resignation of President Michel Djotodia, in Chad.

All the Seleka elements in the various bases and in the various neighbourhoods, they

were asked to go to the various barracks, or places of housing such as Camp Béal and
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the RDOT. The purpose was to confine them to barracks and to determine what
should be done with them afterwards.

Q. [10:31:39] Do you have an approximate number of the persons or the troops
who went back to Camp Béal when you were there?

A.  [10:32:08] When I went back to Camp Béal, there were many Seleka members
there, 800 or a thousand, something like that. There were many, many Seleka
members there. They were very numerous.

Q. [10:32:30] You also referred to RDOT. What does that stand for?

A.  [10:32:54] The RDOT site was to be found on the PK12 road. It's a military base.
That base -- well, the Seleka were lodged there because the Anti-Balaka were
everywhere in the city.

Q. [10:33:30] Do you remember under whose command RDOT was?

A.  [10:33:54] When we went back to this site for lodging there were some leaders
there. The person I knew -- there were some leaders who were already there.

I -- there was Yakota Barhoum (phon), Commander Yakota Barhoum. He's the one
who I knew. Yakota Barhoum.

Q. [10:34:31] Thank you, witness. Now, just to finish with the photograph before
us, what was Colonel Djida, what was his role at Camp Béal?

A.  [10:34:59] He wasn't the colonel of Camp Béal. There were two camps side by
side. There was Camp Béal and then Camp BSS. That was a bit further away. In
front of --

THE INTERPRETER: [10:35:18] Inaudible.

THE WITNESS: [10:35:21](Interpretation) There were some Seleka elements based
there and they were -- they were based in the 36 Villas neighbourhood, not far from

General Karim Moussa, the former head of staff during the Seleka time. They stayed
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1 there with Colonel Mahamat Said in the 36 Villas neighbourhood when we were in
2 barracks. He was close to General Abdel. They were the ones who led the leaders
3  of thesites. When there were problems, they would criticise those leaders and what
4  they were doing. For example, when food was being distributed, at one point
5  MINUSCA provided food to the Seleka elements who were in barracks. All the
6  coordination of that was done by them. General Abdel was above all those other
7  leaders in those sites. He would sign documents. He would coordinate everything
8 amongst them before we would receive food or other supplies. That's what he did.
9 Q. [10:36:55] Thank you, witness. Still on this photograph, Kader -- we can see
10 Kader. Kader is holding something in his hands. Can you see that?
11 A.  [10:37:14] Yes, I see it.
12 Q. [10:37:22] Now, I think it will be the left hand for you. Starting with that hand,
13 what is he holding?
14 A. [10:37:53] It's the Thuraya that I was telling you about the other day. It was the
15  means of communication that the Seleka leaders used. You can see the Thuraya.
16  There's a kind of an antenna, and it's like a -- it's like a telephone. That's what he's
17 holding in his left hand. In his right hand, that's a mobile telephone. But in his left
18  hand he's holding the Thuraya that I was telling you about the other time.
19 Q. [10:38:26] Can you please put a circle around the Thuraya?
20  Allright.
21  Soin the circle there's two -- two objects. Put an "X" on the Thuraya.
22 I'would like to tender this photograph for the record, your Honours.
23 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:39:40] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN
24 number for that annotated exhibit, please.

25 THE COURT OFFICER: [10:39:49] Yes, Madam President.
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1 Tab 94 from the Prosecution list of materials annotated by the witness will bear
2 Registry number CAR-REG-0002-0144.
3  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:40:08] Thank you very much.
4 Yes, Mr Witness, I see your hand up. Do you want to say something to us?
5 THE WITNESS: [10:40:18](Interpretation) Could I have a bathroom break, please?
6  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:40:26] Certainly, Mr Witness. We'll wait for you
7  incourt.
8  (The witness exits the courtroom)
9  (Pause in proceedings)
10  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:41:30] Madam Prosecutor, can we be guided.
11 How much more time do you need to finish off with this witness?
12 MSMAKWAIA: [10:41:38] I hope to finish by the break, your Honours. If it spills
13 over, it would not be for more than 15 minutes. I'm at the tail-end of the
14  examination-in-chief.
15 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:41:49] I was hoping that you'd finish at least
16  maybe five minutes before the break, if you could.
17 MSMAKWAIA: [10:41:57] I will do my best.
18  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:42:03] Thank you.
19  (Pause in proceedings)
20  (The witness enters the courtroom)
21  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:47:11] Yes, Madam Prosecutor, carry on, please.
22 MSMAKWAIA: [10:47:15] Thank you, your Honours.
23 The photograph can be removed.
24 Q. [10:47:27] Mr Witness, you've told this Court previously that the number of the

25  military police was announced on the radio so if the Seleka went out of control, the
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population could call the number and then the military police could quickly go to the
place and disarm the elements who were lacking in discipline.

For ease of reference, your Honours, transcript 112, English edited version, page 40,
lines 4 to 12, is where this witness testified to this.

Do you remember saying that, Witness?

A. [10:48:22] Yes, I remember that very well.

Q.  [10:48:27] Thank you, Witness.

Your Honours, can I have displayed tab 50 of the Prosecution material,
CAR-OTP-2034-1738.

I'll give you a moment to read this document and then I'll ask questions, witness.
When you're done reading, can you let me know, witness.

A.  [10:50:39] This is a -- an announcement that announces the prohibition upon
bearing weapons by elements out of control in the neighbourhoods. And it also says
that people must lay down their arms; if they do not, they will be arrested by the
military police and will be punished.

This is the communique or the announcement that gave the power to the military
police to work.

Q. [10:51:29] Thank you, Mr Witness.

With that comment, your Honours, I would like to tender this document on to the
record.

Perhaps, if we can get an ERN number for it.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:51:50] Is it for formal submission or --

MS MAKWAIA: [10:51:53] Yes, your Honours, I should have been more explicit, for
formal submission.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [10:52:03] Then it is, so continue.
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1 MSMAKWAIA: [10:52:05] Obliged, Madam President.
2 Q. [10:52:08] My final picture for you today, witness, is at tab 93.
3 Madam Court Officer, CAR-OTP-2042-4942.
4  Mr Witness, what do we see here?
5 A.  [10:52:51] This is a vehicle belonging to the Seleka. It's Colonel Mahamat
6  Saleh's vehicle with some elements riding in the back.
7 Q. [10:53:11] How do you know it was his vehicle?
8 A. [10:53:24] I was in that vehicle several times. I took pictures from the vehicle
9 whenlIwasinit. Itis--itisindeed the vehicle of Colonel Mahamat Saleh.
10 I worked with him and I went into that vehicle several times in the -- the back of the
11 vehicle.
12 MSMAKWAIA: [10:53:56] Thank you, your Honours. We would like to formally
13 submit it.
14 Q. [10:54:16] Mr Witness, you testified previously that you were at one point
15 deployed and patrolled at Petevo; do you remember this?
16 A. [10:54:40] Very well.
17 Q. [10:54:44] So, from -- first of all, do you know where is the Boy-Rabe
18  neighbourhood found?
19 A. [10:55:01] Yes, I know very well where it is.
20 Q. [10:55:06] Where is it in Bangui?
21 A, [10:55:17] It's in the 4th arrondissement of Bangui.
22 Q. [10:55:28] During the course of 2013, after you arrived with the Seleka when you
23 took over Bangui, did you go to Boy-Rabe?
24 A, [10:55:49] Yes.

25 Q. [10:55:54] When did you go?
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A.  [10:56:09] Well, one point in time, the Seleka launched an attack upon the
neighbourhood of Boy-Rabe, twice, and those times I went to Boy-Rabe.

Q.  [10:56:24] Starting with the first time the Seleka attacked Boy-Rabe, can you tell
the Court which month this was?

A.  [10:56:44] It was a long time ago. Ino longer exactly remember when it was.
Q. [10:56:52] Still on this first attack, why is it the Seleka attacked Boy-Rabe?

A.  [10:57:12] When the Seleka took control of Bangui, it would appear that the
people in Boy-Rabe launched a challenge to the Seleka elements, saying to them that
they weren't allowed to -- to patrol in the Boy-Rabe neighbourhood. An ultimatum
really. After what -- well, I deduced the neighbourhood of Boy-Rabe was where
former soldiers of the Frangois Bozizé days were living. And when they gave their
ultimatum, the Seleka elements found out about it, and so those Seleka elements said
to themselves, "What neighbourhood is Boy-Rabe?" and then, "It's in Bangui, in the
CAR, and this neighbourhood can't not be under the control of the Seleka."

And, so, at one particular point in time, they decided to patrol that neighbourhood
and, unfortunately, the president of the republic told them not to do that. And one
day a Seleka vehicle was patrolling the Boy-Rabe neighbourhood and someone threw
a grenade at the vehicle and that caused -- that claimed the lives of two Seleka
elements. The news travelled quickly throughout all of Bangui. The Seleka
elements became angry and, so, this anger led to the first attack that they conducted
upon the Boy-Rabe neighbourhood.

Q.  [10:59:31] Still on this first attack, did you go to Boy-Rabe yourself?

A.  [10:59:55] It was after the elements went into Boy-Rabe. When I was visiting
Camp Béal, the events were underway and I was in Camp de Roux. The commander

asked me to quickly get into the vehicle with some elements whom he had called
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upon. So with the commander, we went to the Boy-Rabe neighbourhood. And
when I was in Boy-Rabe, I didn't see any enemies fighting us. Ijust saw Seleka
elements shooting left, right and centre, and the civilian population scattering. I was
indeed part of the team that went to Boy-Rabe.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:01:10] I'm mindful of the time, your Honours. I'm in your
hands.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:01:14] Yes, we see that -- I see you're not yet done.
So we'll break off at this point, Mr Witness. We'll come back after 30 minutes so the
Prosecutor will can conclude her questions.

So I rise the Court for 11:30. Thank you.

THE COURT OFFICER: [11:01:35] All rise.

(Recess taken at 11.01 a.m.)

(Upon resuming in private session at 11.31 a.m.)

THE COURT USHER: [11:31:48] All rise.

Please be seated.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:32:19] Good morning again, everyone.

Mr Witness, we're going to continue with your questions in chief and we're in open
session, I think -- or, we're in private session.

Yes, Madam Prosecutor, please put your questions to the witness.

MS MAKWAIA: [11:32:36] Thank you, Madam President.

Q.  [11:32:37] Mr Witness, when the Court adjourned for the morning recess you
were telling us about the attack by the Seleka in Boy-Rabe, the first attack.

So, who was the leader of your group when you went to Boy-Rabe?

A. [11:33:21] (Redacted)

(Redacted). And I went to his
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house when we were informed of the attack and he asked me to go with him to that
place.

Q. [11:33:53] So you've spoken of a second attack. Do you remember when this
one took place, the second attack of the Seleka at Boy-Rabe?

A.  [11:34:21] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

And, at that time, we had started to hear explosions.

We took measures and we followed the information and we found out that

the inhabitants of Boy-Rabe wanted to launch an attack against the National
Assembly with a view to -- with a view to stopping or rendering difficult what was
happening at the assembly. And at that time I was under the commander under
which -- or when he was also present, he spoke to us about what was happening and
what was being prepared. And certain Seleka leaders wanted to go directly to the
place in question and others refused. But afterwards they deployed them and we
took over the sector.

And I think that during the -- or, at this time, the president of the republic gave an
instruction not to attack Boy-Rabe, and at the end of it, the different people went back
to their homes. And the next day the -- when President Idriss Deby left, we didn't
know how the team -- or how a Seleka team had taken over the Boy-Rabe
neighbourhood. If I'm -- I think it was a Sunday, if I'm not wrong. And the Seleka
invaded the neighbourhood and took it over and I think that it was all the Seleka
commanders who revolted to finish with the Boy-Rabe neighbourhood and we heard

explosions.
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*I think that the Seleka spent -- had spent two days there. They carried out

there -- they carried out pillaging. Others pillaged vehicles, property. And it was
the next day that his excellency gave instructions to a Seleka general named Moussa.
He and General Moussa took over the sector, up to the 4th area, *and then the Seleka
opened fire on all people who wanted to enter or leave, and all the -- all the goods
that they had pillaged from Boy-Rabe, they took to the camp Sapeurs Pompiers.

*And the next day we asked the population whose goods had been pillaged to go to
Camp Sapeurs Pompiers and to indicate what property of theirs had been taken by
the Seleka elements. That is what happened.

Q.  [11:38:55] Mr Witness, you've told the Court that the people of Boy-Rabe wanted
to stop what was happening at the assembly. Can you tell us what exactly was
happening at the assembly that they tried to stop.

A.  [11:39:27] No, the explosions came from Boy-Rabe. They came from Boy-Rabe.
It wasn't at the assembly. I was one of the people in the team of the Scorta (phon).
The detonations or the explosions, as I said, came from Boy-Rabe. We didn't see
soldiers going down to attack the assembly, but we just heard it said that they wanted
to open an attack against the assembly, an attack against the National Assembly.

I didn't see soldiers go down to fight the Seleka elements. But it was the Seleka
elements who said to themselves that it was -- that these were soldiers who wanted to
attack them and so they decided to -- to attack thereafter.

Q. [11:40:35] You've said that the president had communicated Boy-Rabe should
not be attacked, but it was attacked. So who gave the order that Boy-Rabe should be
attacked?

A.  [11:41:05] So, having heard the explosions coming from Boy-Rabe, from what I

know, the Seleka colonels met with General Nouradine. And after the exchanges,
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1 the colonels said that they had to put an end to the exactions that were under way in
2 Boy-Rabe. And at that time nothing was happening. But I think it was after that it
3 was said that the Seleka elements -- so it was after that that it was said that the Seleka
4  elements attacked Boy-Rabe.
5 Q. [11:42:07] And how did the people of Boy-Rabe react to this attack, Mr Witness?
6 A. [11:42:35] During the first attack, or after the first attack, the FACA who were
7  residing in Boy-Rabe started to fire back and they attacked the Seleka and there were
8 several people who died. But where it concerns the population, the population had
9 fled. And when I went to Boy-Rabe, I only saw the Seleka, they were everywhere,
10 everywhere in Boy-Rabe. People had been killed, civilians particularly. That's
11  what happened in Boy-Rabe. There wasn't a resistance, as such.
12 Q. [11:43:36] Thank you, Mr Witness.
13 Thank you, your Honours. Ihave no further question for -- for the witness.
14 PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:43:42] Thank you very much, Madam Prosecutor.
15 Before I call on the Defence, maybe just taking off from where the Prosecutor left off.
16  Mr Witness, you mentioned that President Idriss Deby - was it Deby? - was in Bangui,
17 he went to Bangui. Why was he there?
18 THE WITNESS: [11:44:15](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.
19 Idon't know why he was in Bangui. To the best of my knowledge, we saw that he
20  was there without knowing the reasons for his visit. He -- we escorted him and we
21  accompanied him to his hotel. ButI can't tell you why he came, your Honour.
22 (Redacted)
23 (Redacted)
24 (Redacted)

25  (Redacted)
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1  (Redacted)

2 (Redacted)

3 (Redacted)

4  (Redacted)

5 (Redacted)

6 (Redacted)

7  (Redacted)

8  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:46:25] (Redacted)

9  (Redacted)
10  (Redacted)
11 Mr Witness, you said to this Court, and I'll quote what you said, so listen, you said:
12 "After a detained person was identified, then he would wait for the order from
13 the colonel. If he said that he should be put in a cell, then he would be put directly
14 ina cell, but if he said that he should be beaten up really well, then that would be
15 done. His instructions were executed to the letter."
16 Now my question to you, Mr Witness, is what would you mean when you said these
17  persons were beaten up really well? What happened during that beating?
18 THE WITNESS: [11:48:14](Interpretation) As I personally experienced this, there
19  was a man who was working at the Hotel Levy and there was a ceremony in this
20  hotel. And on that occasion there were gold forks -- silver forks which were taken
21  for this ceremony and at the end of the ceremony they saw that some of them had
22 disappeared, some of this cutlery disappeared. Whereas the son of the owner of
23 the hotel asked where this cutlery had gone and the employees presented certain
24 items, certain forks and he was unhappy and he led this employee to the OCRB.

25  And during this time the colonel was there and he put the question to him, where did
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this cutlery go, these knives and forks. And he answered that it wasn't him who
took them. The colonel said, "Because you don't want to tell us the truth, listen,
we're going to pour water on you and beat you up."

And that's how they poured watered over him, started beating him, really beating
him hard alot. And afterwards he started to indicate where he had hidden these
knives and forks that he had hidden in the Hotel Levy.

Now, there was also a young man who had been brought there and it would seem
that this young man, he had cut the electric cables of a house, but the Seleka elements
caught him. The colonel also gave instructions that he be soundly beaten and that's
to tell you that every time that the prisoners were brought there, the colonel would
give orders for the beatings. Sometimes the prisoners were put in cells, but apart
from him, nobody else could give such orders for prisoners to be beaten. That's
what I wanted you to understand.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:51:26] Thank you. I understand it now very well.
And do you also say that there was a certain tree in the OCRB compound where

the colonel would usually sit and observe - your word, "observe" - all that was going
on in the compound? Was he -- was the colonel present when these beatings were
happening?

THE WITNESS: [11:52:05](Interpretation) He was the one who gave the orders for
these prisoners to be beaten up. Every time he gave the orders, he was present, he
observed it. And when the prisoners were put into the cells, that was in his presence.
*He was always under that tree. And if you remember the drawing that I made,
there was a tree next to where the duty officers were. He wasn't regularly in his
office, he was always underneath this tree. And in front of him there was a small

table which he would sit behind. He would drink his tea. He would receive
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1 visitors under that tree. *Sometimes, at noon, when the prisoners were brought out
2 toreceive the relatives, he was always there. *Everything happened
3 in his presence.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [11:53:22] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.
5 Ms Naouri.
6  So, Mr Witness, the lawyer for Mr Said will put some questions to you.
7 Ms Naouri, I don't know who is going to do the cross-examination. Is it you or
8  Mr Jacobs?
9  Mr Witness, thank you very much for those clarifications.
10 MSNAOURI: [11:53:57](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.
11  I'm now going to carry out the cross-examination today and tomorrow -- well,
12 Monday, that is.
13 QUESTIONED BY MS NAOURI: (Interpretation)
14 Q. [11:54:15] Good morning, Witness.
15 A. [11:54:16] Good morning.
16 Q. [11:54:17] My name is Jennifer Naouri, I am the lead counsel of Mr Said and
17 I-- who I represent and I'm going to put questions to you for his defence. Is that
18  okay?
19  Very well. Good. So we are in private session for the moment, so nobody can hear
20  your answers apart from the people who are in this room. We hear you very well,
21  butnobody can hear you outside. Because I'm going to start with questions.
22 A, [11:54:58] Very well.
23 Q. [11:55:02] I'm going to start with questions about your background, because
24 when you answered the questions of the Prosecution we went straight into what you

25  were doing in 2013, but I am interested in how you got there and I would first of all
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like to know if you went to school, if you got any diplomas.

A.  [11:55:33] Yes, I went to school and I got diplomas, yes.

Q.  [11:55:39] Very well. Could you tell us which diplomas you received, Witness.
A. [11:55:47]Thad a CP -- CAP, BAPC, BEPC. 1had abaccalaureate. And I also
have a certificate in IT and logistics, so those are the diplomas that I hold.

Q. [11:56:19] Very well. Now, with your diploma in IT and logistics, did you
manage to get work with this diploma?

A. [11:56:34] No, I didn't get work with it.

Q. [11:56:40] Very well. So, before 2013, how did you manage to meet your
financial needs, Witness?

A. [11:57:03] I carried out commercial activities, sales. I sold articles.

Q. [11:57:16] Very well. And where did you carry out these commercial activities?
A. [11:57:25] I sold rice, beans. I would sell in wholesale and I would sell retail.
And I would sell packets of -- 500 franc packets. That's what I was doing.

Q.  [11:57:52] Thank you for this clarification, but my question was where? Was it
in Bangui? Was it in the countryside? Where would you carry out -- where did
you carry out this activity before 2013?

A.  [11:58:09] You know, I sold clothing, second-hand clothing. A lot of things.

So I would sell anything, small articles, anything to -- yeah, I'll limit myself there.
And I sometimes travelled to buy manioc and I would sometimes come back and I
would sell it retail. I would sell small items.

I spent most of my life selling in the past. That's all that I can tell you.

Q. [11:59:03] Very well. I've understood that. Butmy question is, you said "I
spent my life selling items before that." But, do I understand that you went to

the whole Central African Republic to sell, that you didn't have a specific location
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where you were living which was fixed; is that correct?

A, [11:59:28] I am somebody who can do stuff. Sometimes I would go to -- 1
would get manioc and beans and I would sell them. I would sell them to a certain
woman. So stuff that I would buy in Bandoro. And I would also buy goats, manioc.
Small items. ButIdidn't have a fixed commercial activity.

Q. [12:00:05] Thank you very much, Witness.

But before you explained to us, and this is something we're going to come back to,
you explained that you joined the CPJP Ndele. But, before that, where did you live
before you joined the CPJP in Ndele?

A.  [12:00:32] Ilived in Bangui. And these were the activities that brought me to
move there, but afterwards I would always go back to Bangui.

Q.  [12:00:59] Very well. So you travelled from Bangui to Ndele, if I understood
you well, when you accepted to be recruited at that time by the CPJP. Did I
understand you well?

A. [12:01:13] Yes, that is correct.

Q. [12:01:18] Very well. We will revert to that later.

Before going to Ndele, did you ever try or attempt to join the army?

A. [12:01:37] Yes, indeed. I wrote a test to be recruited as a non-commissioned
officer in the national army. Thatis whatIdid. Unfortunately, I was not
successful.

Q. [12:02:07] Very well. And where did you sit for this test?

A.  [12:02:16] In Bangui.

Q. [12:02:21] Very well. Which organ, which institution organised that test, can
you elaborate on that?

A.  [12:02:39] That competitive examination was organised by the state. During
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1 that period it was launched by President Francois Bozizé. The candidates had to
2 compile a file for their applications and then we went to the lycée Martyrs to write the
3 exams.
4 Q. [12:03:20] And what were the criteria to be a candidate for those examinations,
5  Mr Witness?
6 A. [12:03:37] All candidates had to be holders of the baccalaureate diploma. They
7 had to be of Central African Republic nationality, so those were the two criteria.
8  The person also had to be fit.
9 Q. [12:04:13] Very well. And how old were you when you wrote that exam?
10 A. [12:04:28] At that time -- I think I first of all have to think about that in order to
11  remember the age, my age at that time.
12 Unless I am mistaken, I must have already been over 20 years old.
13 Q. [12:05:08] Very well. And how long was that before you went to Ndele? Was
14 it a few years, a few months?
15 A,  [12:05:25] Unless I am mistaken, it must have been two years before I went to
16  Ndele.
17 Q. [12:05:41] Very well. Last question on that examination.
18  Why is it that you failed?
19 A, [12:05:56] No. Iactually passed. However, it is when it came to starting
20  the training that I was cast aside. They actually changed my name, but my first
21  name was still the same. I wanted to be admitted to start the training and I realised
22 thatIhad been replaced by someone else, so there was a case of fraud there.
23 Tactually passed the test, I was successful. But, unfortunately, on the morning,
24 when I went to the location to verify my name, they mentioned the names Yapende

25  Patrick. Ishowed my identity card and the authorities at that time said, "these are
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not genuine documents."

I was brutalised. They accused me of having committed fraud. That is what
happened.

There was no one to back me up and that's how come I had to return home.

Q. [12:07:41] Were there any other people who came for the training who suffered
from fraud and received the same treatment as yourself?

A. [12:07:57] Yes, indeed. Ibelieve that two individuals were accused, just like
myself. And after what had happened, I no longer wanted to insist. I wanted to
leave that place. There were other people who were trying to present documents to
justify that they had indeed passed the test, so I believe that there were also two or
three other cases.

Q. [12:08:39] So, if I understand you correctly, under the Bozizé regime there were
cases of people who had been successful in the examinations to join the army, but
they couldn't do so because they were accused of fraud, wrongly; is that correct?

A, [12:09:04] Yes.

Q. [12:09:07] Very well. Thank you, Mr Witness.

Now, after that rejection by the army, were things difficult for you, Mr Witness?

A. [12:09:49] No, that life had become difficult after that.

Q. [12:09:59] Very well. And as I have already mentioned, you already told us
that you were recruited Ndele.

T-112, page 12, lines 28, 13 to 17, French transcript.

I want to ask you, do you know at what time that you went to Ndele, specifically?
When?

A.  [12:10:49] I do not remember the precise date. No, I don't remember it.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:11:00] Correction: It was line 28 and at page 13, line 7.
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MS NAOURI:  [12:11:07](Interpretation)

[12:11:08] Was it before or after the Libreville accords?
[12:11:20] It was before the Libreville agreements.

[12:11:26] Very well. How long before that? A few months?

[12:11:38] I no longer remember, unfortunately.

o > 0 > O

[12:11:47] Very well.  You can tell us only what you know, Mr Witness.

Now, when you joined the CPJP, and this was in 2013, it had been existing for quite
some time, the CPJP. Do you know for how long it had been in existence?

A.  [12:12:24] As you know, this is a group that had been set up quite a long time
ago. It was created when I was still a student. When I joined that group, it was at
the time when the CPJP was preparing itself to join the Seleka. So I can tell you that
the CPJP had been created quite a long time before that.

Q. [12:13:15] Very well. Thank you for that clarification. And the CPJP, its
objective was to fight against the abandonment of the north by the government of
Francois Bozizé; is that correct?

A. [12:13:41] Yes, that is correct.

Q.  [12:13:54] And in the north, sometimes there was fighting between various
groups such as the CPJP -- I'm sorry, we have a technical issue here. There

were -- there was fighting amongst the groups of the north in order to grab diamonds
and other natural resources; is that correct?

A. [12:14:36] Yes, that is correct.

Q. [12:14:46] I don't remember whether I asked you this question already, but can
you tell us what CPJP stands for.

A.  [12:15:05] I knew what that acronym meant before, but right now I can't

remember.

20.09.2024 Page 33



ICC-01/14-01/21-T-114-Red-ENG CT WT 20-09-2024 34/49 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision |CC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) 1CC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2563

Q. [12:15:14] Very well. That is not serious. We will move on.

And there was also in-fighting within the CPJP, Nouradine Adam, Abdoulaye
Hissene, Massi, Dhaffane, in-fighting within the CP]P; is that correct?

A. [12:15:46] Yes,  had heard about that. But during that period I had not yet
joined the group.

Q. [12:15:56] Very well. Now, and when you joined that movement there were
two wings of the CPJP. Are you aware of that?

A.  [12:16:09] No. Iwasa member of the CPJP, Abdoulaye Hissene wing, and
Mahamat Saleh worked under him.

Q. [12:16:45] Very well. How did you know that you were working under

the wing belonging to Abdoulaye Hissene and how was that wing known as?

A.  [12:17:02] I beg your pardon?

Q.  [12:17:13] I will rephrase my question. To begin with, what was the name of
that wing of the CPJP belonging to Abdoulaye Hissene?

A. [12:17:26] As I have just said, I am not aware what -- of what the CPJP means.
Q. [12:17:37] Very well. So your wing of the CPJP did not have any name, that is
what you are telling us?

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MS NAOURI: [12:18:04](Interpretation) In fact, that is not in dispute. What I am
simply asking is whether that particular wing had aname. The wings of

a movement have different names and I simply wanted to know whether his own
wing had a particular name. *He can say yes or no, I know or I do not know. It doesn't

have anything to do with whether he belonged to the CPJP or not. (Redacted)
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(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:18:56] Continue, Ms Naouri.

You can put the question to the witness.

MS NAOURI:  [12:19:06](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.

Q.  [12:19:08] Mr Witness, as I was saying, if I understood you well, the wing to
which you belonged did not have any particular name; is that correct?
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: But he said he belonged --

THE WITNESS: [12:19:23](Interpretation) As I just told you --

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

MS NAOURI:  [12:19:38](Interpretation) I didn't want to be leading because of
reasons of credibility, but let me rephrase.

Q.  [12:19:46] *You belonged to the CPJP fondamentale, the CPJP traditionnelle.
Which was the name of the wing to which you belonged, if you know ?

A. [12:20:02] I do not know.

Q. [12:20:16] I'm sorry, I wanted to see your answer on my computer, but it is clear
now. Thank you, Mr Witness.

Now, before going to Bangui, the two wings of the CPJP were not united; is that
correct?

A.  [12:20:51] As I told you, I joined the CPJP and shortly after that they joined
the Seleka. So I cannot give you any details, given that I had not spent a lot of time
as a member yet. So I cannot give you all the details, counsel.

Q. [12:21:20] You have told -- you have to tell us just what you know, Mr Witness.
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1 A. [12:21:29] I have no idea.
2 Q. [12:21:48] I will read to you an extract of what a Prosecution witness said. Itis
3 tab 104 of our list. 104.3 for the English. And we should not show it to the witness
4  before because we are in closed session. It's page 0046, paragraph 27. It is formally
5  submitted under Rule 68(3). And thatis CAR-OTP-2074-0041. And that witness
6 told us:
7 "It was after that that Nouradine created the CPJP fondamentale in order to distance
8  himself from Abdoulaye Hissene who had reached an agreement with Bozizé. Once
9  the Seleka arrived Bangui, the CPJP became united once again. Djotodia called
10  Hissene to the Ledger and Hissene and Nouradine reconciled, despite the resistance
11  of Nouradine, who considered him as a traitor."
12 So, you can see, Mr Witness, that witness said that it was after the CPJP arrived
13 Bangui that the two wings united. Now, since you say that you arrived Bangui as
14 part of the CPJP, I am asking you whether you have anything to add to what this
15  witness said, that is apart from the reunification of the CPJP after the arrival in
16  Bangui.
17 A.  [12:24:15] I absolutely have nothing to say on that point.
18 Q. [12:24:20] Very well. You also told us, Mr Witness, that you worked for
19  Colonel Saleh and this Colonel Saleh, he worked for the FACA under Bozizé; isn't that
20  correct?
21 A, [12:24:47] Yes, he had joined the rebellion quite a long time before.
22 Q.  [12:24:55] I'm not asking you about the rebellion, I'm asking you about the fact
23 that he worked as a member of the FACA under Bozizé.
24  A. [12:25:08] No, he's not a FACA.

25 Q. [12:25:15] Very well. Now I will read what another insider witness said.
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It's P-2105, French edited transcript, T-23, page 13, lines 21 to 27.

And this was in open session. The question --

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:25:58] Ms Naouri, is there a tab number for your
reference?

MS NAOURI:  [12:26:05](Interpretation) We don't have a tab because it is a transcript
of a -- the testimony of a witness who testified just like this one is testifying here now.
So it is transcript 23, page 13, lines 21 to 27.

Q. And in open session, in answer to a question as follows:

"I would like to ask you a question about the group of Abdoulaye -- of Mahamat
Sallet Adoum Kette. First of all, can you tell us who was Mahamat Sallet?"

Answer of the insider witness:

"Yes. Mahamat Sallet was a colonel, first of all of the Central African army because
he was appointed colonel by President Bozizé by presidential decree. He is one of
the leaders of the CPJP group and one of the Seleka commanders."

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). For example, it was the rank given also to

Colonel Dazoumi by decree. *But he didn't want it. He did not want that rank. He
continued living his life just like myself. When I joined the group, I heard that he did
not want to work with Bozizé, that is why he rejected that appointment. He was not
even a career soldier. That is what I wanted to say. He was a member of an armed
group. And I heard that he was appointed to that rank to make it possible for him to

come and work with Bozizé, but he refused.
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A vehicle was even assigned to him, but he turned it down. He even set the vehicle
on fire. So thatis why I am saying he was not a FACA element.

Q.  [12:29:08] Very well. Thank you for that clarification, Mr Witness.

Now let us go to something else.

*Edited transcript 112 of Wednesday, 18 September page 10, line 22 to page 11, line 1.
And you said:

" said this because the Seleka was or is a coalition of various armed subgroups which
formed a single group known as the Seleka. The Seleka is made up of various armed
groups."

Question: "Can you tell the Court what -- which are those groups."

Answer: "They were groups such as the CPJP, UFDR, APRD and other armed
groups whose names I do not know. It was all those groups that came together in

a coalition which was subsequently known as the Seleka."

These were your words, so I would like to come back to the groups that you
mentioned.

First of all, you mentioned the UFDR. First question: Do you know what the UFDR
stands for, what it means?

A.  [12:31:02] As I told you, I did not join the UFDR group. It was after  had -- we
had joined the Seleka that I learned that the UFDR was a group created by the people
who hailed from Vakaga. Subsequently, that group joined the Seleka coalition, so I
do not have anything to say about the UFDR. But I know that there were colonels
who were members of the UFDR group within the Seleka.

Q. [12:31:56] Now, you say that the UFDR was a group created by the people of
Vakaga, but you know there were colonels who were members of the group. Now,

you were therefore aware of the internal struggles that there were within the UFDR to
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1 be able, for example -- or between Djotodia, Abakar Sabone and Zakaria Damane.
2 Do you know something about these internal struggles between Djotodia, Abakar
3 Sabone and Zacharia Damane?
4 A, [12:32:41] No, absolutely nothing.
5 Q. [12:32:44] Very well. And you speak, therefore, about the APRD. Do you
6  know what that refers to, the APRD?
7 A.  [12:32:58] No, I don't know what these initials APRD stand for. I got to know
8  certain elements who were first of all part of the APRD before the APRD joined
9  the Seleka. Some elements told me that they had tried to join the Central African
10  armed forces but they weren't able to and it was afterwards that they joined
11 the Seleka coalition.
12 Q. [12:33:46] So these elements that you speak about, do you know who their
13 leader was within the APRD? Was it Jean-Jacques Larmassoum or Demafouth?
14 Can you tell us something about that.
15 A,  [12:34:16] You know, I wasn't interested in anything -- everything that
16  concerned the APRD to have any information about the leaders or anything else.
17 Q. [12:34:35] Very well. Thank you very much, Mr Witness.
18 Do you know what the Zaraguina are -- the Zaraguina are?
19 A, [12:34:57] When I was younger I heard people speak about the Zaraguina. All
20  Central Africans know about the story of the Zaraguina. When I was younger,
21  the Zaraguina, they would be on the road and they would stop the population, they
22 would commit exactions. So every Central African knows the Zaraguina.
23 Q. [12:35:36] Very well. So I'm going to show you a document, Witness.
24 And this is at tab 109 on our notification list, CAR-D33-0004-0360. It's public and it

25 hasnot yet been submitted and this is a note, an information note of an international
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1 crisis group of 12 January 2012 entitled, "Central African Republic: relaunching
2 the political dialogue".
3 Now what's of interest to me here is the last paragraph on the right-hand side.
4  PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:36:31] I think the date -- the year on that document
5 is2010. It says 2012 in the English transcript.
6  Carry on, Ms Naouri.
7  MSNAOURI: [12:36:49](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. Yes, indeed,
8 2010, indeed.
9 Q. [12:36:54] And this the -- it's the next page which is of interest to me, 03. It's
10 0372. It's along article and what's of interest to me at 0372, so this would be
11 the paragraph at the bottom on the right.
12 So you see you have a reigning insecurity and a subtitle. Please don't move it any
13 more. Please could you go up a bit more so you have the bold.
14 So reigning insecurity and you have the APRD in the north-west. And what I'm
15  particularly interested in, the -- that's:
16  "The APRD in the north-west and the central north provided the local population
17 with a certain level of security guarding the -- by putting aside the people who would
18  cut off theroads. The field commanders are in regular contact with the local
19  authorities, the Central African armed forces (the FACA) and the consolidation
20  mission of peace in the Central African Republic (MICOPAX), the regional
21  peacekeeping force deployed in the west and the centre of the country."
22 So, as you told us, and you explained to us that these people would block the roads,
23 soit says that the APRD was making the roads safe against those road blockers or
24 cutters. What can you --

25  MSMAKWAIA: [12:38:57] Hang on, Witness.
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THE INTERPRETER: [12:38:58] Overlapping speakers.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:39:01] Madam President, we would like to place it on

the record these are our observations with respect to the passage read to the witness,
which clearly relates to a period outside the temporal scope of the charges against
Mr Said and this situation described in the passage read to the witness appears to be
from 2009. Now, what he testified to in the entirety of his evidence are events within
the charged period. So those are the observations we are making.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:39:38] Noted.

Ms Naouri, please continue.

MS NAOURI:  [12:39:49](Interpretation) I'm sorry, I was listening to the end of

the interpreting. It's not an objection, if I have understood. Let's not lose time in
comments or observations, my colleague can make them in writing. It's this is --

MS MAKWAIA: I could object (Overlapping speakers)

THE INTERPRETER: [12:40:02] Overlapping speakers.

MS NAOURI: (Interpretation) Please don't interrupt me. Please do not interrupt
me. [ waited for the end of your observations.

Please have the courtesy to allow me to respond thereto. Iam going to finish my
answer.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:40:18] Madam Prosecutor, can you be seated. Let
me listen to Defence counsel, please.

Yes, Ms Naouri.

MS NAOURI: [12:40:27](Interpretation) Thank you.

So what I was saying is that we have a foundation in what the witness says. He
knows who these people were who were cutting the roads. He's a Seleka insider, he

can therefore shed light on the links that there were between the different groups.
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He spoke to people from the APRD and we would quite simply want to know if he
was aware what the objectives of the APRD were, whether it was to make

the population safe, because it will impact the work of the Seleka or how to
understand the Seleka in 2013.

So it was very simple. It was just enough for the witness to answer and we could go
on to something else. It's got absolutely nothing to do with the fact that it's

about -- whether it's in the period of the charges. Here we're talking about his
credibility, about what he knows about the Seleka and what he doesn't know. He's
a Seleka insider. He's telling us that he was part of the Seleka and it is the right and
duty to know what he says, so it's our right and duty to know what he knows and to
try and establish exactly what he knows about the Seleka. And within this -- so we
need to find out at least what he knows and we have to draw the conclusions
therefrom.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:41:51] Yes, Madam Prosecutor.

MS MAKWAIA: [12:41:53] Thank you, your Honours.

And I now object. Ino longer make observations.

First of all, this witness was not in the Seleka in 2009 when this passage is concerned.
And a further objection is the time frame being referred in this document read to

the witness is outside the temporal scope of the charges against Mr Said.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [12:42:18] As I -- I mean, when the document was put,
I referred to the year that it was written.

But, Counsel, if you can observe some, you know, some decorum and respect for each
other, really, at the bar. These are things that could be dealt with when you do your
brief. If reference is made to that, we as a chamber can see and we know

the temporal scope of the charges against Mr Said. We know what we are looking
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1 for. We do analyse these documents.
2 So -- and because the scope of cross-examination is broad, Ms Naouri has a duty to
3 defend her client. I'm going to allow her to put questions to him, to this witness in
4 respect of this document. When arguments come finally when we are making our
5  determination, if it's outside the temporal scope of the charges on the charge sheet,
6  we're happy to bring that in and state that in our judgment.
7 So, Ms Naouri, please, put your question.
8 MSNAOURI: [12:43:31](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.
9 Ilistened to the end of the interpreting.
10 Q. [12:43:36] So, Witness, I'm going back to the question that I put on this
11 document and I'm going to go back.
12 Please give me a second. Idon't want to alter my question, but ...
13 So when you told us that you knew to explain that the Zaraguina were highway
14 robbers cutting or blocking the roads, how did you know that the APRD was making
15 the population safe against these highway robbers? What do you have to say about
16  that, Mr Witness?
17 A, [12:44:53] Well, you know, I was never a member of the APRD. SoIdon't
18  know what you want me to be able to tell you on that subject.
19 Q. [12:45:05] Very well. It's noted.
20 SoIwould ask the formal submission of tab 109, which we've just looked at together.
21 AndIhave alast question on all these movements. To the best of our knowledge, all
22 the movements that we've just spoken about, they participated in the political
23 agreements of Libreville in January 2013, January 2013, whereas you had already
24 joined the Seleka.

25 A, [12:45:44] I would ask you to repeat your question.
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1 Q. [12:45:50] You told us that you joined the Seleka before the Libreville
2 agreements, which date from 11 January 2013.
3 All the movements that you speak about, to the best of your knowledge, participated
4 in the Libreville accords at the time you had joined the Seleka; that's correct, is it not?
5 A. [12:46:31] No, I have no knowledge of that.
6 Q. [12:46:42] Very well, Witness.
7  Let's go back to the time when you say that you joined the Seleka.
8  During your different trips, Witness, from Ndele to Sibut, and from Sibut to Bangui,
9  were the orders that you were given not to brutalise the population and that those
10 who would behave badly would have to respond or they would have to be held
11  accountable for their actions; is that correct?
12 A. [12:47:37] Yes, that is correct.
13 Q. [12:47:53] Very well.
14 *Now you also spoke to us about fighting at PK55 - French edited version of the
15 transcript,
16 T-112, page 16, lines 10 to 11.
17 So before getting to PK55, during -- or, as you moved forward, the FACA withdrew.
18  Did the FACA withdrew or -- either the FACA withdrew or they had already
19  withdrawn; that's correct, is it not?
20 A. [12:48:52] First of all, there were clashes in Damara. It didn't last for a long
21  time and afterwards we moved forward, we advanced. But there was resistance at
22 PK55. Ispoke to you about a significant resistance where there was a plane which
23 was fighting against our positions.
24 Q. [12:49:21] So PK55 we -- we agree. I mean before.

25 I'm going to read an excerpt from your previous statement. And this is your
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1 previous statement, the ones that the investigators noted when they met you.

2 And thisis at tab 22.2 of our list of materials. And it's 22 for the English version,

3 CAR-OTP-2130-5853. And I'm going to go to page 58 thereof. And I'm going to go

4 to page 5363, lines 474 to 493.

5 AndI'm going to read from the line 8 -- 486:

6  "Now, when we arrived in Bandoro and the news spread that they were in Bandoro,

7  some of the FACA fled and others went to the FOMAC base.

8 [...] Okay.

9  [..] Most of the time during -- or, as we advanced, before getting to a town, the FACA
10 would withdraw or they had already withdrawn and there was no fighting as such.”
11 Do you confirm this is what you said to the investigators of the Office of the
12 Prosecutor, Witness?

13 A. [12:51:06] Yes, I confirm that.

14 Q. [12:51:10] Thank you very much.

15 Witness, when you were in Sibut -- so if we go back a bit, if you would allow me.

16  When you were in Sibut, that was within the framework of the Libreville talks, was it
17 not?

18 A. [12:51:41] I don't remember the dates well. I don't know what date it was

19  when these discussions or negotiations took place in Libreville.

20 Q. [12:52:01] Very well. So you don't know why the different representatives of
21  the Seleka coalition went to Libreville, Witness?

22 A, [12:52:18] Yes. Well, I know that they went to Libreville to sign agreements,
23 such that the Seleka could leave -- put their weapons down and not go into Bangui.
24 Q. [12:52:41] But colonel -- the colonels in Sibut, they wanted to identify their

25  elements such that some of them would be -- would join the Central African army; is
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that not correct, Witness?

A. [12:52:57] Yes, that's correct.

Q. [12:53:04] Very well. And the elements who were not identified as joining

the -- to join the army, they had to wait to take part in a DDR process; that is correct,
is it not, Witness?

A.  [12:53:29] You know, after the signature of the accords, we didn't find out about
the content as a whole. I only found out that after the negotiations in Libreville we
had to stop in Sibut and we had to help towards peace returning to the country.

Q. [12:54:04] Okay. I'm going to read an excerpt of what another Prosecution
witness said, an insider witness said.

*And this is the testimony of P-2105 in the corrected transcript T-23, page 30, lines 17
to21. And in open session he said that an important event happened in Sibut and
that event was that, after the Libreville talks -- first of all it was in -- it was in Sibut,
each colonel had to identify their men in order to -- for 2000 to 3000 of them to go into
the Central African army. And it was in this way that the identification was carried
out and that money was given to each person identified in Sibut.

And the same witness said, and this is a bit further in the testimony, in the French
corrected transcript, T-26, page 35, lines 9 to 13. And what he says in open session is:
Question: "So, Witness, could you tell us a bit more about the identification process
that was carried out in Sibut, if you would be so kind."

Answer: "I would say that it was a matter of sending 3,000 Seleka elements to join
the Central African army and the rest had to go back to the departure point and wait
for the DDR process to take place."

So my question is, Witness, you tell us you were in Sibut, so did you, like this person,

or were you like this person informed that it was not -- that you weren't going to
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return to the army but you were going to be involved in the DDR process, that you
had to wait for that?

A. [12:56:40] When I was in Sibut, the Seleka -- or the FOMAC went to meet us and
they identified whether there -- so they would get 20 to 30,000 francs after they had
been identified. And then afterwards I was identified and I received 25,000 francs.
But it was a matter about the Seleka not advancing anymore. Unfortunately, when
we were there and because the orders came from the superiors, things happened
differently.

After the identification, you would be given a sum of money which should make it
possible to meet your needs. But, at the same time, the person who was identified
would also -- yeah, at the same time the person who was identified would also
receive it.

THE INTERPRETER: [12:57:59] Received a receipt, corrects the interpreter.

MS NAOURI:  [12:58:01](Interpretation)

Q.  [12:57:58] Thank you very much, Witness. This is very clear.

So I'm just going to jump ahead now and I'm going to put myself at the time that you
arrived at Ledger. Now, you stated in the hearing -- no, I'm going too quickly.
Could you tell us how much time you spent at Ledger.

A, [12:58:39] (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted). And he personally didn't stay in Ledger. He was living

in the neighbourhood and then came back in the day to meet the superiors of

the Seleka.

20.09.2024 Page 47



ICC-01/14-01/21-T-114-Red-ENG CT WT 20-09-2024 48/49 T

Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision |CC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trial Hearing (Private Session) 1CC-01/14-01/21
WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2563

Q. [12:59:43] Very well. I'm going to read an excerpt from your statement,
Witness.

*And this is at 2.1 of our list of materials, the English is at tab 2, CAR-OTP-2130-4865,
page 4881, lines 512 to 519.

So investigator says: "Mm-hmm. So you said that (Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

(Redacted)

Interpreter who answers: "It was the military police team."

And I am putting the question to you, Witness, how much time did you spend at
Ledger, (Redacted)?

THE INTERPRETER: [13:00:52] And the reference is CAR-OTP-2130-4865, page 4881,
lines 512 to 519, at tab 2.1.

THE WITNESS: (Interpretation)

A.  [13:01:04] As I said to you, I was not the aide-de-camp of Nouradine, we were
working under his command. My chief would come and he would receive
instructions from him and thereafter we would leave. To say that I was

the aide-de-camp of Nouradine is not the case. We — or (Redacted)

(Redacted).

Q. [13:01:39] Very well. Thank you for this clarification.

And just to finish, Witness, for today, you said (Redacted)

(Redacted). So how much time did you spend at Ledger?

A.  [13:01:58] Well, I was speaking about Ledger. We worked for a short time in
Ledger and afterwards we were deployed elsewhere. I do not remember exactly

how much time it was, but what I know is that his excellency also didn't spend a long
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time in Ledger. Ino longer remember exactly the number of days that we spent at
Ledger. Mahamat Saleh was there and General Nouradine Adam and his excellency
the president Michel Djotodia was staying at Ledger. That's what I was saying to
you.

Q.  [13:02:48] Very well, Witness.

I see the time, your Honour, so I'm going to stop there.

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [13:02:54] Okay.

Mr Witness, we're going to end your testimony here for today and we'll have to meet
again on Monday to continue with your testimony. So I'm going to ask that you do
not discuss your testimony with anybody when you leave this courtroom.

Madam Court Officer, can you get us back into open session, please.

(Open session at 1.03 p.m.)

THE COURT OFFICER: [13:03:36] We are in open session, Madam President.
PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA: [13:03:39] Thank you very much.

So, Mr Witness, as I was saying, you do not discuss your testimony with anybody
when you leave this courtroom. We'll meet again on Monday and you'd still be on
oath when we meet again on Monday.

So rise the Court for Monday, 9.30.

THE COURT OFFICER: [13:04:00] All rise.

(The hearing ends in open session at 1.04 p.m.)
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