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International Criminal Court 1 

Trial Chamber VI 2 

Situation: Central African Republic II 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Mahamat Said Abdel Kani - ICC-01/14-01/21 4 

Presiding Judge Miatta Maria Samba, Judge María del Socorro Flores Liera,  5 

Judge Sergio Gerardo Ugalde Godínez and Judge Keebong Paek 6 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 2 7 

Tuesday, 15 October 2024 8 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.42 a.m.) 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:42:27] All rise. 10 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 11 

Please be seated.  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:42:50] Good morning, everyone. 13 

Mr Court Officer, can you kindly mention the case. 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:42:57] Good morning, Madam President.  Good 15 

morning, your Honours. 16 

This is the second situation in the Central African Republic, in the case of The 17 

Prosecutor versus Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, case reference ICC-01/14-01/21. 18 

And for the record, we are in open session.    19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:43:15] Thank you very much. 20 

Can I ask for representation, starting with the Prosecution. 21 

MS MAKWAIA:  [9:43:21] Good morning, your Honours.  For the Office of the 22 

Prosecutor this morning, Ms Sanyu Ndagire and myself, Ms Makwaia. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:43:29] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia. 24 

Ms Pellet for the victims, please. 25 
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MS PELLET:  [9:43:34](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.  The 1 

victims are represented by Tars Van Litsenborgh and myself, Sarah Pellet, counsel 2 

with the Office of Public Counsel for Victims. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:43:48] Thank you very much, Ms Pellet. 4 

Ms Naouri for the Defence, please. 5 

MS NAOURI:  [9:43:53](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.  Good 6 

morning.  On my right, Capucine Banet and Maître Jacobs on my left and I am 7 

Jennifer Naouri, lead counsel of Mr Said. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:44:07] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri.   9 

And for the record, I do take note that Mr Said is here in court with us. 10 

A very good morning to you, Mr Said, I hope I see you well. 11 

MR SAID:  [9:44:19](Interpretation) Yes, good morning, Madam Judge President. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:44:25] Good morning. 13 

Good morning, Mr Witness, I hope you rested well. 14 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-2239 (On former oath) 15 

(The witness speaks French) 16 

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 17 

THE WITNESS:  [9:44:31](Interpretation) Very well.  Good morning to you all. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:44:34] Good morning. 19 

Now we're going to continue with your testimony this morning and I'm going to 20 

invite the Defence to put questions to you on behalf of Mr Said.  I wish to remind 21 

you that you are still on oath to say the truth to this Court.  And we want your 22 

cooperation with Defence counsel. 23 

Ms Naouri, your witness, please. 24 

Maybe, Ms Naouri, before you start, we all know about the -- a little bit of a challenge 25 
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that we have with our interpreters, so I'd ask that you speak slowly for purposes of 1 

interpretation from French to English in particular.  Thank you very much. 2 

MS NAOURI:  [9:45:26](Interpretation) Thank you very much, Madam President.  3 

And it is noted. 4 

QUESTIONED BY MS NAOURI: (Interpretation) 5 

Q.   [9:45:33] Good morning, Witness. 6 

A.   [9:45:37] Good morning, madam. 7 

Q.   [9:45:38] So I'm Jennifer Naouri, and I'm the one who is going to put certain 8 

questions to you today for the Defence. 9 

A.   [9:45:52] I am at your disposition. 10 

Q.   [9:45:54] I thank you.  And as you will have heard, Madam President is going 11 

to ask to make attention to speak slowly because we speak the same language, we're 12 

speaking in French, and so we have to allow some time for the interpreters who are 13 

interpreting everything that we say.   14 

So I'm going to try every time to count up to five in my head before putting a new 15 

question to you.  If you could do the same thing, that would be very useful for 16 

everybody here. 17 

A.   [9:46:36] Okay. 18 

Q.   [9:46:37] Thank you very much, Witness. 19 

MS NAOURI:  [9:46:39](Interpretation) So I'm going to ask if we could go into 20 

private session, your Honour, for the start of my questions. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:46:46] Certainly. 22 

Mr Court Officer, can we go into private session briefly, please. 23 

(Private session at 9.46 a.m.) 24 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:46:58] We're in private session, Madam President. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:47:00] Thank you very much. 1 

Ms Naouri, your witness, please.  2 

MS NAOURI:  [9:47:04](Interpretation) Thank you very much, Madam President. 3 

Q.   [9:47:07] So, Witness, we are in private session, as you will have understood 4 

during your examination-in-chief.  Nobody, apart from the people in this room here, 5 

can hear you. 6 

A.   [9:47:19] Okay. 7 

Q.   [9:47:20] So I'm now going to put questions to you with regards to your family.  8 

Could you give us the full name of your father, please? 9 

A.   [9:47:32] (Redacted).  10 

Q.   [9:47:42] Thank you very much.  And what job did he perform? 11 

A.   [9:47:48] (Redacted).  12 

Q.   [9:47:55] Very well.  Could you also tell us in a few words what (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)? 14 

A.   [9:48:07] (Redacted).  The time of  15 

President Patasse. 16 

Q.   [9:48:26] So, Witness, could you just say what the (Redacted) is, because --   17 

A.   [9:48:37] (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted).  19 

Q.   [9:49:02] Thank you.  We now have it in the transcript, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted). 21 

Witness, you will have seen that we overlapped with each other, we were speaking at 22 

the same time.  So if we do that, it's very difficult for the interpreters, so we really 23 

have to try not to cut each other off, even if it's to give important information.  24 

A.   [9:49:26] Okay.  25 
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Q.   [9:49:30] So thank you for this clarification and could you tell us who your 1 

brothers and sisters are of the same father, from (Redacted)?  Thank you. 2 

A.   [9:49:54] (Redacted) 3 

So I'm the only one from my mother.  4 

Q.   [9:50:11] So if I understand well, you were (Redacted) on your father's side but 5 

you're the only child of your mother; is that correct? 6 

A.   [9:50:20] That is indeed correct.  7 

Q.   [9:50:27] Very well. * And your brother (Redacted), is that from the same father? 8 

A.   [9:50:35] Yes, that is correct. 9 

Q.   [9:50:39] Very well.  Could you explain to us how you are related to 10 

(Redacted)? 11 

A.   [9:50:56] (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted), there was a group of Seleka  13 

elements who left. 14 

Q.   [9:51:16] Witness, I'm just going to interrupt you there because we have your 15 

statement in the record.  So I'm going to ask questions by way of clarification and 16 

I would ask you to please listen to the question that I'm putting to you and in that 17 

way we will be able to make progress in the time that we have available to us.   18 

And now my question is just to know how you are related to (Redacted).  So I just 19 

have a few follow-up questions with regards to this answer because you say that 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted), Witness? 22 

A.   [9:52:03] That is correct. 23 

Q.   [9:52:06] Thank you very much.  And could you give us the name of your older 24 

sister * who is (Redacted)? 25 
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A.   [9:52:22] (Redacted). 1 

Q.   [9:52:23] And what is the link between (Redacted)? 2 

A.   [9:52:30] They are from the same father.    3 

Q.   [9:52:39] Thank you very much.  And in order to finish with the question of 4 

your family, what is the relationship between (Redacted), your other  5 

brother?  6 

A.   [9:52:53] They are from the same father and the same mother. 7 

Q.   [9:53:01] Thank you very much, Witness, for this clarification on that point.   8 

So I would like to come back in private session to your own career path.  9 

* In paragraph 11 of your earlier statement, you say that you obtained your diploma 10 

from the (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted).  So what year did you obtain this diploma? 12 

A.   [9:53:44] It was in 1998. 13 

Q.   [9:53:49] And this training, where did you receive it?  Was it from a school, and 14 

what was the school called? 15 

A.   [9:53:59] It was the (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted).  17 

Q.   [9:54:11] Very well.  And for -- as part of the training, were there entry 18 

conditions related thereto? 19 

A.   [9:54:20] Yes, yes, you had to do tests to get in.  You had medical tests in order 20 

to get in. 21 

Q.   [9:54:31] Was there a condition with regards to age in order to do that training 22 

and in (Redacted) in a general way? 23 

A.   [9:54:38] Yes, yes.  It was 18 to 25 years.  That was the age condition to enter in 24 

the training. 25 
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Q.   [9:54:48] Thank you, Witness. 1 

And after this training, did you join (Redacted)? 2 

A.   [9:54:58] Yes, it was (Redacted) that recruited.  3 

Q.   [9:55:05] And what was your first post? 4 

A.   [9:55:17] My administrative post, because at the start I -- I was in (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted).  And when I  6 

returned -- can you hear me? 7 

Q.   [9:55:37] I'm listening to you attentively, Witness.  I'm just looking at the 8 

transcript at the same time and I'm seeing if everything is noted well, because you 9 

know that everything that you say is noted down.  So if I don't look at you, it just 10 

means that I am looking down at the transcript.  So please don't worry, I'm listening 11 

to you with attention.  Thank you.  12 

A.   [9:55:59] Very well. 13 

Q.   [9:56:00] So you stated -- well, you made a distinction between your 14 

administrative post and (Redacted), and what I wanted to know, what was your first 15 

post when you left once you got a diploma from the (Redacted)? 16 

A.   [9:56:18] So after my (Redacted) diploma, I was in the field and I didn't hold the 17 

post, I was in (Redacted).  And after that, (Redacted)  18 

(Redacted). 19 

Q.   [9:56:45] So when was (Redacted), Witness? 20 

A.   [9:56:55] That was between 2007 and 2010. 21 

Q.   [9:57:04] So if I understand well, between 2007 and 2010 you weren't in the 22 

Central African Republic, you were (Redacted).   23 

Have I understood that? 24 

A.   [9:57:16] Yes, that's correct.  25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-123-Red-ENG CT WT 15-10-2024 7/53 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision ICC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/21 
WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-2239 
 

15.10.2024          Page 8 
 

Q.   [9:57:21] Very well.  And when you came back in 2010, what was the post that 1 

you held at that time? 2 

A.   [9:57:34] Well, having arrived in Bangui, I was appointed as the (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted). 4 

Q.   [9:57:54] So you occupied this post (Redacted) from 2010? 5 

A.   [9:58:01] That is correct.  6 

Q.   [9:58:04] And in 2010, (Redacted)? 7 

A.   [9:58:12] (Redacted).  8 

Q.   [9:58:21] Thank you.  And you also held this post until March 2013; is that 9 

correct? 10 

A.   [9:58:31] That is correct.  11 

Q.   [9:58:36] And you were based where when you occupied this post, Witness? 12 

A.   [9:58:45] You're asking me where I was living? 13 

Q. [9:58:50] Or where you were based.  I presume that you were living there as well? 14 

A.   [9:58:55] Yes, I was living in (Redacted).  I was living in (Redacted) and I was 15 

working at (Redacted). 16 

Q.   [9:59:04] Very well.  So where was (Redacted)? 17 

A.   [9:59:10] (Redacted). 18 

Q.   [9:59:21] Very well.  So could you tell us how Camp de Roux was organised 19 

(Redacted)?  For example, which battalion -- which battalion was  20 

based there? 21 

*A. [9:59:40] The Camp de Roux is a base for security elements, and next to it is the 22 

administrative building of the Armed Forces General Staff, where the Chief of Staff of 23 

the Armed Forces worked. 24 

Q.   [9:59:51] Very well.  Could you tell us a bit more, on the one hand, or starting 25 
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with the security elements who were at Camp de Roux. 1 

A.   [10:00:07] Well, the security elements, they were dealing with the security of the 2 

president of the republic. 3 

Q.   [10:00:19] And how many elements were there, to the best of your knowledge? 4 

A.   [10:00:24] Well, it's a battalion, it's a battalion. 5 

Q.   [10:00:32] Very well.  Do you know the name of one of the commanders, the 6 

battalion commanders at Camp de Roux (Redacted)? 7 

A.   [10:00:42] In which year? 8 

Q.   [10:00:45] So between 2010 and 2013, preferably 2013.  9 

A.   [10:00:55] I don't remember.  10 

Q.   [10:00:58] No problem.  Tell us what you remember, Witness. 11 

A.   [10:01:05] Thank you. 12 

Q.   [10:01:06] Who was the chief of general staff in 2013? 13 

A.   [10:01:24] If you give me a bit of time, maybe I will remember. 14 

Q.   [10:01:29] No problem.  If you remember it, please tell me.  If not, there's no 15 

problem.  16 

I would like to come back briefly to the administrative building.  How many people 17 

were working in that administrative building? 18 

A.   [10:01:52] That building contained all the various administrations, the various 19 

services. 20 

Q.   [10:02:06] Can you tell us which were the various administrative services? 21 

A.   [10:02:11] Yes.  There is the service under the chief of staff of the armies, that is 22 

the first bureau, then there is a second bureau, the third bureau, and the fourth 23 

bureau (Redacted).  That's it.  24 

Q.   [10:02:38] Thank you, Mr Witness. 25 
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Can you tell us what were the duties of the fourth bureau? 1 

A.   [10:02:52] The fourth bureau is responsible for logistics. 2 

Q. [10:03:01] Very well. And (Redacted)? 3 

A.   [10:03:12] Are you talking about the present time? 4 

Q.   [10:03:21] I was waiting for the pause.  No, not at the current time.  In 2013.  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:03:32] Madam Prosecutor -- maybe if we have a 6 

period in 2013.  Are you talking about January to March 2013 or March to 7 

December 2013?  Maybe that would help the witness and for us also, because we 8 

want to understand.  9 

MS NAOURI: [10:03:52](Interpretation) Madam President, he explained that 10 

(Redacted) 11 

What is of interest to me is actually just the period during which (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) and he said in his statement, and he confirmed it, that (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted). So we are speaking about the period before  14 

March 2013. 15 

Q.   [10:04:36] So can you remember (Redacted)* in early  16 

2013 or even a little earlier, at the end of 2012? 17 

A.   [10:04:53] (Redacted) 18 

Q. [10:05:05] Very well. Thank you, Mr Witness. Now, what are the duties of the first 19 

bureau? 20 

A. [10:05:16] It is -- the first bureau is the human resources office, it is in charge of 21 

recruitments. 22 

Q.   [10:05:31] And the second bureau? 23 

A.   [10:05:33] It is the information service, that is the second bureau.  It provides 24 

information. 25 
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Q.   [10:05:46] When you say information, do you mean intelligence, is that the 1 

intelligence service? 2 

A.   [10:05:53] Yes, the intelligence service. 3 

Q.   [10:05:57] And the third bureau? 4 

A.   [10:06:01] It is the third bureau that takes care of training. 5 

Q.   [10:06:07] Very well.  Thank you for those clarifications, Mr Witness. 6 

Now, still on (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted), that is after March 2013, * after the arrival of  10 

the groups making up the Seleka coalition?  Two, three weeks maybe?  Can you 11 

give us an indication of the time? 12 

A. [10:07:05] After the arrival of the Seleka, I was working (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

(Redacted) 15 

Q.   [10:07:34] Thank you, Mr Witness. 16 

* I'd just like to point out that I mentioned ‘groups that made up a Seleka coalition’, not to 17 

be shortened to ‘Séléka’ - which is a shortcut for interpretation. Now, I've understood 18 

from your statement that (Redacted). My question was how long after the  19 

arrival of those groups did (Redacted)? Was it a few weeks, two, three,  20 

four weeks? How long after that did (Redacted)? 21 

A.   [10:08:17] I no longer remember.  22 

Q.   [10:08:23] Very well.  No problem.  As I told you, just tell us what you 23 

remember.  24 

At the time of your arrest, do you remember what Mr Binoua's position was at that 25 
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time? 1 

A.   [10:08:59] Binoua, he is the minister of the interior. 2 

Q.   [10:09:09] And Nouradine Adam, what was his position at the time of your 3 

arrest? 4 

A.   [10:09:18] I'm not sure, but he was responsible for defence.  5 

Q.   [10:09:32] Very well.  I'll ask you another question.  When you were at the 6 

(Redacted), was Binoua already a member of the  7 

government at that time? 8 

A.   [10:09:48] Yes. 9 

Q.   [10:09:58] Very well.  Thank you, Mr Witness.  10 

Last question on this point.  The FACA, and (Redacted), which ministry do they 11 

come under? 12 

A.   [10:10:17] The ministry of defence.  13 

Q.   [10:10:26] And do you make a distinction between the ministries of defence and 14 

the interior or not? 15 

A.   [10:10:35] Yes, there is a difference.  16 

Q.   [10:10:39] Very well, Mr Witness.   17 

And what position did you occupy after the fall of the government of 18 

President Djotodia? 19 

A.   [10:11:00] Kindly rephrase your question, please.  20 

Q.   [10:11:07] When President Djotodia was no longer president, what was your 21 

occupation?  What was your position after that? 22 

A.   [10:11:20] (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

Q.   [10:11:35] And you are still at that position now today, Mr Witness? 25 
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A.   [10:11:41] Today's date, (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

Q.   [10:12:00] Now I want to show you CAR-OTP-0003-7510.   3 

It is not yet submitted and it is tab 16 of our list of materials.  4 

Can you see that document displayed, Mr Witness? 5 

A.   [10:12:38] Yes, it is indeed me.  6 

Q.   [10:12:47] I would like to show you the next page, 7511.  Now, can you confirm 7 

that that is still your card? 8 

A.   [10:13:06] Yes, that is correct.  9 

Q.   [10:13:11] Thank you.   10 

I would like to ask for the formal submission of tab 16, please. 11 

Do you have other (Redacted) cards with you, Mr Witness? 12 

A.   [10:13:25] That is the only one. 13 

Q.   [10:13:28] Very well.   14 

I'm done with this document.  It can be removed from the screen. 15 

Mr Witness, I would like to talk about your contact with the International Criminal 16 

Court.  How were you contacted the first time by the investigators of the ICC? 17 

A.   [10:14:04] I was contacted by my elder brother (Redacted).  He's the one who 18 

called me and put me in contact with your collaborators. 19 

Q.   [10:14:29] Very well.  Did he tell you that it was contact for the purpose of 20 

testifying in a case before the International Criminal Court? 21 

A.   [10:14:46] Yes, he told me to get in contact with one of your collaborators to talk 22 

about the events that took place and of which I was a victim.  23 

Q.   [10:15:03] Very well.  What did he explain to you regarding what was going to 24 

happen during that meeting that you would have with the representatives of the 25 
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Court? 1 

A.   [10:15:19] He told me to give an account of the events that had taken place. 2 

Q.   [10:15:28] Had you already spoken with him before that time; that is, about 3 

what had happened to you at the OCRB and at (Redacted)? 4 

A.   [10:15:42] With whom? 5 

Q.   [10:15:45] With (Redacted).  When I say "he", I mean (Redacted) because you 6 

say it is him who put you in contact.  7 

A.   [10:15:56] (Redacted) is my elder brother.  He's a member of the family so he is 8 

aware of everything that happened.  I didn't need to explain anything else to him. 9 

Q.   [10:16:07] Very well.  I will show you a document, tab 21 of our list of materials, 10 

CAR-OTP-00001698-R01.   11 

It is the first paragraph that is of interest to me.  It can be displayed.  It has not yet 12 

been submitted.   13 

I will read it in a very careful manner.  It is in English -- but, I'm sorry, it should not 14 

be shown to the witness.  I was mistaken.   15 

I will read it very carefully.  The document is in English, but I will give you an 16 

unofficial translation in French.   17 

If it can be removed from the screen, please. 18 

It is a report drafted by investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor and which 19 

explains to us what happened according to them.  And in paragraph 1, they say that:   20 

"On 29 August 2018, investigators Roel Versonnen and Elena Taropa called [...] 21 

((Redacted)) to inquire about his brother's [...] availability to meet with the 22 

investigators and  (Redacted) indicated that he had informed his brother who was 23 

already on his way to the interview location." 24 

That is what they have told us.  My question is since you were already on the way to 25 
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the interview, according to the investigators, had you already been informed by 1 

(Redacted) that there was going to be an interview in advance? 2 

A.   [10:18:22] Yes, he had called me to say that the investigators were there and 3 

needed me to give them information and so we made an appointment with the 4 

investigators.  Then he called me back and said that the investigators were waiting 5 

for me so that I should go there.  That is when he called the investigators to tell them 6 

that I was on my way. 7 

Q.   [10:19:01] Very well.  Now, during that first meeting on 29 August 2018, did 8 

you propose to the investigators other names of people who could be relevant and 9 

who could testify? 10 

A.   [10:19:23] Yes.  I told the investigators that I was not alone.  I was there and 11 

then (Redacted) was there with (Redacted) too, as well as (Redacted).  So I gave 12 

those names to the investigators.  13 

Q.   [10:20:04] Very well.  I read -- I will read out to you the excerpt of the 14 

investigator's report on that point and it tells us as follows.   15 

Same document, paragraph 2, CAR-OTP-00001698.  That is tab 21.  It should not be 16 

displayed to the witness. Unofficial translation on paragraph 2:   17 

"On the same day, investigators Roel Versonnen and Elena Taropa met with 18 

(Redacted) who was cooperating.  He indicated to the investigators that (Redacted), 19 

(Redacted), had already -- also been arrested and detained, he accept -- at the OCRB.  20 

(Redacted) accepted to contact (Redacted) and put her in contact with the Office of the 21 

Prosecutor." 22 

My question is:  When did you have that conversation with (Redacted), to inform her 23 

that she was going to be contacted by the investigators of the OTP?  24 

A.  [10:21:45] After having had the interview with the investigators, they asked me to 25 
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put them in contact with (Redacted), and so I called (Redacted) and I told her "There 1 

are people who need you to have clarification on the events that had taken place." 2 

Q.   [10:22:12] Very well.  You told us that you also referred the investigators to 3 

(Redacted).  Did the investigators ask you to put them in contact with (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)? 5 

A.   [10:22:37] (Redacted).  , I don't know  6 

his name, * but it was (Redacted) who was supposed to get in touch with him to bring 7 

him to the investigators. But I'd given (Redacted) name, but I didn't have her contact 8 

details, because we'd gone out and then everyone goes home where they belong. 9 

Q. [10:23:06] So the investigators did not ask you for any further information about (Redacted)? 10 

A.   [10:23:12] Yes, * they wanted to contact (Redacted) and at that time I did not 11 

have any communication with him, so I don't know what else happened. 12 

Q. [10:23:29] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. And when you informed (Redacted) 13 

that the investigators wanted to speak with her, did you explain to her how a witness 14 

statement was given? 15 

A.   [10:23:44] I told her what I had done, that it was enough to come and give an 16 

account of what had happened and then you go back home.  17 

Q.   [10:24:01] Very well.  And did you accompany (Redacted) to her interview 18 

with the investigators of the OTP? 19 

A.   [10:24:08] No, I think they did that individually.  During my interview, they 20 

never needed me to be there with (Redacted).  We were never two of us in the room. 21 

Q.   [10:24:28] I would like to specify, you talk about being in the room, but were 22 

you the one who accompanied her to her interview? 23 

A.   [10:24:36] No, I described the location to her and she went there on her own.  24 

Q.   [10:24:47] Very well.   25 
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I'll read out paragraph 3 of that investigator's report, tab 21, CAR-OTP-00001698.  1 

And it should not be displayed for the witness. 2 

Unofficial translation:  "On 31 August 2018, Investigators Roel Versonnen and  3 

Elena Taropa with the investigators -- they met with an interpreter [...] met  4 

(Redacted) who was accompanied by (Redacted), who left immediately after 5 

(Redacted) had been introduced to the investigators."   6 

Do you have a comment? 7 

A.   [10:25:53] Yes, I think the first time we were together just to introduce her to the 8 

investigators, and then after that, she was the one who alone came and provided 9 

information. 10 

Q.   [10:26:19] Very well.  Thanks for that clarification.  I would like to ask for the 11 

former submission of tab 21, CAR-OTP-00001698. 12 

Mr Witness, when you met with the investigators of the OTP and they took your 13 

statement, did they tell you what they already knew with regard to your experience?  14 

They had already spoken with (Redacted), a member of your family.  Did they have 15 

information already on what had happened to you? 16 

A.   [10:27:07] I'm not quite sure, but they took contact with (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted).  So it is (Redacted) who called me and (Redacted), they thought 18 

(Redacted) had been the one who was jailed and he said it was not him, so he put 19 

them in contact with me.   20 

Q.   [10:27:38] But they were already aware that you had been jailed at the OCRB, is 21 

that correct, that is, when you met with them? 22 

A.   [10:27:48] Yes. 23 

Q.   [10:27:49] Did they explain to you what were the topics of interest to them 24 

concerning you and particularly your detention?  25 
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A.   [10:28:08] They explained to me the importance of their mission and that I 1 

should provide them information about all the events that took place in order to help 2 

them in their mission. 3 

Q.   [10:28:27] Very well.  Now, did they ask you yes or no questions? 4 

A.   [10:28:34] It depended on the question.  5 

Q.   [10:28:42] Very well.  * Did they help you to remember certain names, for 6 

example? 7 

A.   [10:28:56] I do not think so. 8 

Q.   [10:28:59] During that first meeting, did they ask you for an identity card? 9 

A.   [10:29:11] Yes, they asked me whether I had an identity card and then I brought 10 

to them a copy of my passport. 11 

Q.   [10:29:22] Very well.  Do you have a copy, did you give them a copy of that 12 

passport that you brought? 13 

A.   [10:29:38] They made a copy. 14 

Q. [10:29:43] We do not have a copy, Mr Witness, and we can ask for it. * If necessary, would 15 

you agree to us making a copy of the passport that you showed to the OTP investigators? 16 

A.   [10:29:57] I don't have my passport with me, but Mr Roel, when we met for the 17 

first time, he asked me whether I had an identity paper, so I brought it and they made 18 

a copy. 19 

Q.   [10:30:15] Very well.  That is enough for me for the time being.  Thank you.  20 

A.   [10:30:25] Thank you. 21 

Q.   [10:30:26] When I see your statement between 29 August 2018, that is the first 22 

meeting, and the next meeting, 26 October 2018, there was a period of two months 23 

between the two meetings.  Why was such a gap necessary, if you remember? 24 

A.   [10:30:58] Can you kindly rephrase the question, please.  25 
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Q.   [10:31:03] Of course.  I'm looking at the interpreters and I'm just wondering 1 

what they're looking at -- so I'm looking at the interpreters, if you're wondering what 2 

I'm looking at, to make it possible for them to do their work.   3 

So what I was saying, the first time that you met, that was in August 2018, and the 4 

next time, that was in October, so that was two months later.  Do you remember why 5 

it had taken so much time, if you remember?   6 

A.   [10:31:35] Well, I don't know how their service works, so every time when they 7 

call me, I present myself to them.  For the rest, I'm not aware of that.  8 

Q.   [10:31:47] No problem.  You tell us.  So, Witness, the last time that you met 9 

them on 22 March 2019, it was on that day that you signed your prior recorded 10 

testimony, was it not? 11 

A.   [10:32:12] That is correct. 12 

Q.   [10:32:15] And you signed the English version of your prior recorded testimony, 13 

did you not? 14 

A.   [10:32:25] That is correct.  15 

Q.   [10:32:30] Very well.  And when you went to meet the investigators of the 16 

Office of the Prosecutor, did you receive per diems, that is to say, reimbursements for 17 

daily expenses? 18 

A.   [10:33:04] Yes, whenever there was a trip, I was repaid the transportation costs 19 

or travel costs. 20 

Q.   [10:33:13] Do you remember how much it was approximately? 21 

A.   [10:33:17] 4,000 CFA francs. 22 

Q.   [10:33:26] Very well.  Did you have to present an invoice or a receipt? 23 

* A.   [10:33:32] And every time I signed a release.  24 

* Q.   [10:33:40] Very well. So you handed a signed release to the OTP investigators, 25 
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if I understand correctly? 1 

A.   [10:33:49] Yes.  2 

Q.   [10:33:52] At a particular time, did the representatives of the Office of the 3 

Prosecutor cover other costs for you? 4 

A.   [10:34:00] No.  Once -- every time that we had a meeting, then they would look 5 

after me or take care of my expenses. 6 

Q.   [10:34:13] Very well.  So I just -- on that subject of your relations with the Office 7 

of the Prosecutor, I just want to go back to what you said yesterday.  And this is at 8 

transcript T-122, page 45, lines 27 to page 46, lines 8.  T-122, page 45, line 27 to  9 

page 46, line 8:  10 

Question:  "Do you recognise the signature which is there and the name on the 11 

screen?" 12 

And I should state here that these were exchanges on -- between -- on what we call 13 

your preparation log, these notes that were taken during your preparatory meeting, 14 

recent preparatory meeting for your testimony here today, and in which corrections 15 

were made or amendments were made to your prior recorded testimony.   16 

And so the question: 17 

"Do you recognise the signature that's there and the names on the screen?" 18 

Answer:  "It's my signature with the names." 19 

Question:  "Do you remember when you signed this document?" 20 

Answer:  "Yes, I signed it." 21 

Question:  "Do you remember when you signed the document?" 22 

Answer:  "I think that it was on 1 October." 23 

Question:  "What was the objective of the document that you signed?  What was its 24 

content?" 25 
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Answer:  "They presented me it in English.  If it had been in French, I would 1 

understand it better." 2 

So, Witness, you confirm to me that you signed a document in English and not in 3 

French and that you don't understand English; can you confirm it, Witness? 4 

A.   [10:36:25] If on that day I was with an interpreter -- I don't understand English, 5 

so the interpreter had interpreted it into French and they explained the document and 6 

that's what made it possible for me to sign the document.  7 

Q.   [10:36:48] Thank you for these clarifications, Witness. 8 

At a particular time, were you shown the translation of the document? 9 

A.   [10:36:57] Yes.  10 

Q.   [10:37:02] I was going to clarify it was in French, but -- so you had a French copy 11 

of the preparation log; is that what you're saying? 12 

A.   [10:37:09] Yes, that's correct.  13 

Q.   [10:37:14] And when did you obtain this copy, Witness? 14 

A.   [10:37:19] I was presented with it, but I don't have it -- it was reread to me.  I 15 

didn't have a copy of it.  16 

Q.   [10:37:33] So you were reread the document, but the written French document, 17 

did you see the written French document or not? 18 

A.   [10:37:42] No, I didn't see that.  I don't have the written French document. 19 

Q.   [10:37:46] Very well.  Okay, thank you.  Then we understand what you have 20 

and what you don't have.  No problem. 21 

So, Witness, when did you find out that Mr Said had been transferred to the 22 

International Criminal Court? 23 

A.   [10:38:02] Well, I had no idea about him, but it was on the day that I was 24 

contacted to put me in contact with the Office of the Prosecutor with the investigators, 25 
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that's when I found out that Mr Said had been arrested.  1 

Q.   [10:38:24] So, Witness, you met the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor 2 

in 2018 and you signed your statement in 2019.  At that time, Mr Said had not been 3 

arrested or transferred to the International Criminal Court.  So how did you find out 4 

that Mr Said had been transferred to the International Criminal Court? 5 

A.   [10:38:59] With regards to his transfer, I have no idea about that, but it was at 6 

the time that I had interviews with Mr Renault (phon) and it was at that time that I 7 

found out that Mr Said had been arrested. 8 

Q.   [10:39:20] Very well.  So we're going to clarify a few elements with regards to 9 

what you just said. 10 

So when were these interviews with Mr -- and it's written "Renault (phonetic)" on the 11 

French transcript.  Is it -- is that right, "Mr Renault"? 12 

A.   [10:39:41] Yes.  Well, you've just mentioned the name of the first investigator 13 

with the lady Elena. 14 

Q.   [10:39:55] Roel Versonnen, is that it?   15 

A.   [10:39:58] Roel, yes, Roel, that's correct, yes.  That's -- that's correct, the first 16 

investigator. 17 

Q.   [10:40:02] So I'm probably not saying the name correctly either, so it's normal.   18 

Now, my question is when you had the interview that you're speaking about with 19 

this investigator, when did you learn that Mr Said had been transferred to the ICC, so 20 

he had been accused before the Court? 21 

A.   [10:40:22] Well, I have no idea with regards to his arrest because, as far as I'm 22 

concerned, the day on which (Redacted) contacted me to have contact with the 23 

investigators, that's when I found out that Mr Said had been transferred to the ICC 24 

and that's what I understood. 25 
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Q.   [10:40:47] Well, so, it was an interview to take your statement; is that correct? 1 

A.   [10:40:51] Yes.  That is correct.  2 

Q.   [10:41:01] And you didn't review them afterwards, or review it?  You didn't see 3 

them afterwards? 4 

A.   [10:41:07] No. 5 

Q.   [10:41:08] So, very well.   6 

Now, the confirmation hearing, that's a major hearing here at the Court in this case.  7 

There were a lot of major announcements in Bangui that you could follow these 8 

hearings on the radio and on television, were there not, publicity? 9 

A.   [10:41:30] Yes.  10 

Q.   [10:41:34] So I'm going to show you a document, Witness.   11 

This is at tab 23 of our list of materials, CAR-D33-0014-0044, and it's an element which 12 

has not yet been submitted but which can be shown.  13 

Do you see -- do you see the advertisement? 14 

A.   [10:42:26] Yes. 15 

Q.   [10:42:28] So you can see it's written "Confirmation of Charges, Mahamat Said 16 

Abdel Kani on 12 October 2021, Listen to it on local radio or watch it on television" 17 

with the logo of the ICC.  So did you see this advertisement in Bangui, this poster? 18 

A.   [10:42:55] Well, I didn't see that poster because I didn't have time to see it. 19 

Q.   [10:43:06] So we're asking for the formal submission of tab 23.  20 

Witness, now you're a victim who is participating in the proceedings, are you not? 21 

A.   [10:43:24] That's correct.  22 

Q.   [10:43:32] And the number (Redacted) is one of your telephone numbers, is it 23 

not, (Redacted)? 24 

A.   [10:43:49] Correct. 25 
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Q.   [10:43:50] Very well.  And this is an Orange number, is it not? 1 

A.   [10:43:54] That is correct. 2 

Q.   [10:43:57] Very well.  So I'm going to show you a document -- well, I'll read an 3 

excerpt, this is 25 of our list of materials, CAR-OTP-2130-5450, and this is an item 4 

which has not yet been submitted.  It is an investigators report entitled "SMS witness 5 

appeal".  6 

So it's the first page, it's a document in English.  I'll give you an unofficial translation 7 

of the first paragraph.  So:  8 

"This investigative report documents the process and the planning involved in a 9 

witness appeal undertaken by the CARIIA investigation team in Bangui in April 2021.  10 

The aim of the appeal was to gather additional information about victims and/or 11 

witnesses with information about the OCRB Central during the Seleka regime in 12 

2013."  13 

And what's of interest to me, now we understand the object of the report, I would like 14 

us to go to page 5451, if you would be so kind. 15 

Thank you.  And what we can see, indeed -- so Orange sent an SMS on 13 April 2021 16 

to their entire network.  I'm making an unofficial translation, but I'm saying it in 17 

French.  So: 18 

"Orange sent the SMS on 13 April 2021 to their entire network, so over 700,000 people 19 

in the Central African Republic.  The message seems to have been rolled out 20 

throughout the day, as different contacts received the message at different times.  21 

The message was designed to appear to have been sent by the ICC.  The image 22 

below shows how the SMS looked on receipt.  23 

Prosecutor ICC is looking for families of disappeared victims due to the Seleka in the 24 

OCRB in 2013.  Send a free SMS to 4080 before 16 April.  Confidential.  25 
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Now, people who sent back an SMS to 4080 received a following confirmation 1 

message:  Your data have been registered and we thank you therefor." 2 

And we can remove the document so that we can see each other, Witness.  3 

Did you receive such an SMS on your Orange number? 4 

A.   [10:47:31] I do not think so.  5 

Q.   [10:47:36] Very well.  I would ask for the formal submission of this report, 6 

tab 25 of our list of materials, CAR-OTP-2130-5450. 7 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:47:57] The Prosecution objects to the formal submission of this 8 

document in the light of the response that the witness gave in relation to it while he 9 

has -- while he was answering the questions of Defence counsel, and essentially no 10 

foundation -- no basis has been established by the Defence for its formal submission. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:48:18] Okay.  I appreciate your reasoning, but 12 

this is in line with the Chamber's ruling that documents which are put to witnesses 13 

would be formally submitted.  It's in line with our ruling.  So that objection is 14 

overruled. 15 

Please carry on, Ms Naouri. 16 

MS NAOURI:  [10:48:37](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour. 17 

Q.   [10:48:39] So, Witness, I'm going to continue and then I will soon finish.  18 

I would like us now to speak about your application form, your individual 19 

application form to participate in the proceedings, and this is at tab 19 on our list of 20 

material, CAR-OTP-2135-3826. 21 

Now, my first question is how were you informed that you could make an application 22 

to participate as a victim in the proceedings? 23 

* A.   [10:49:13] I told you that it was (Redacted) who called me and told me to get in 24 

touch with your office. I didn't ask to go. 25 
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Q.   [10:49:35] We're going to clarify some things.  You met the investigators of the 1 

Office of the Prosecutor --  2 

A.   [10:49:40] Yes. 3 

Q.   [10:49:41] -- to take your statement and you've got the result of the statement.  4 

But in addition to that, you are a victim who is participating in the proceedings and 5 

your representative put questions to you in the hearing because you are a 6 

participating victim.  And what I would like to know, if you remember it, is how you 7 

were able to participate as a victim, not as a witness, but as a victim in these 8 

proceedings.  9 

A.   [10:50:18] I don't understand your question properly.  I've got no idea about 10 

that.  11 

Q.   [10:50:28] So I'm just going to try and help you a bit.   12 

In the transcript, what we've noted during the hearings -- yesterday in the edited 13 

version of the transcript T-122, page 48, lines 27 to lines 49 -- line 1, it is indicated by 14 

your representative that you had -- that you had been authorised to participate in the 15 

proceedings on 22 May 2022 and, once again, on 8 November 2023 on the basis of a 16 

form that you filled in with Sarah Pellet on 14 March 2022.   17 

Do you remember having filled in your participation form with Sarah Pellet on 18 

14 March 2022? 19 

A.   [10:51:26] Yes, I filled in a form. 20 

Q.   [10:51:34] Very well.  So now we know what we're talking about. 21 

Was there another lawyer who was present? 22 

A.   [10:51:43] A lawyer from another country? 23 

Q.   [10:51:47] Yes. 24 

A.   [10:51:49] There was Mr Dibert. 25 
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Q.   [10:51:56] Very well.  Mr Dibert-Bekoye.  Dibert-Bekoye.  So where is 1 

Mr Dibert-Bekoye's office? 2 

A.   [10:52:12] It was in the town centre next to Phoenicia (phon), the restaurant, 3 

cafeteria Phoenicia. 4 

Q.   [10:52:22] And what other lawyer was at the same address, to the best of your 5 

knowledge? 6 

A.   [10:52:28] I have no idea.  7 

Q.   [10:52:31] Very well.  No problem, Witness.   8 

And with a view to filling in your application form to participate, you once again 9 

stated what had happened to you; is that correct? 10 

A.   [10:52:51] Yes, correct. 11 

Q.   [10:52:55] Did you draft, yourself, the account of the events as they figure in the 12 

form? 13 

A.   [10:53:09] I never drafted it.  They drafted it. 14 

Q.   [10:53:16] Very well.  Was it explained to you the fact that in the Said 15 

case -- when the filling -- or when the form was filled in, was it explained to you that 16 

they were discussing the Said case when they filled in the statement? 17 

A.   [10:53:44] Can you reformulate the question? 18 

Q.   [10:53:46] Yes.  When you filled in your form, your application form to 19 

participate, was it explained to you the -- or were the facts or the acts or crimes 20 

explained to you that were going on in the Said case? 21 

A.   [10:54:03] Well, they explained the elements that had been produced.  That was 22 

it.  23 

Q.   [10:54:12] So I'm going to ask you to reformulate and explain your answer 24 

because I'm not sure I've understood it.  25 
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A.   [10:54:22] Well, I think that Mr Said had to respond for the acts that he 1 

committed in the Central African Republic, so I made myself available to them such 2 

that justice be done.  3 

Q.   [10:54:44] Very well.   4 

So I'm now going to show you the advice which is written.  That's tab 19 our list of 5 

material CAR-OTP-2135-3826.  And this is on page 3827.  That's the page of interest 6 

to me.  7 

Yes, I think if we could zoom up to show the advice at the top, right at the top of the 8 

page. 9 

So you can see in the advice:  10 

"If you don't have enough place to describe in detail what happened to you in the 11 

space provided to this effect, please use an additional piece of paper on which you 12 

can indicate your name and write your signature."   13 

And your account, we can see it here.  That's on the page we can see.  That's on 14 

page 3827.  And then we're going to have 3835.  You see 3835.  15 

So if we go to the top, on the right, just above "Page 1 of 1".  If we could go up a bit.  16 

Thank you. 17 

So we can see your name (Redacted), following the account of events.  And this 18 

page is not signed.  We'll just go to the very end of the page so you can see that it's 19 

not signed.   20 

Do you know why this page wasn't signed, even though it is in the guidance to sign 21 

the additional pages of the account, Witness? 22 

A.   [10:57:48] So you're asking me to ... 23 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:58:00] Overlapping speakers. 24 

MS NAOURI:  [10:58:02]  25 
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Q.   [10:58:02] I was asking you why this page wasn't signed to the best of your 1 

knowledge. 2 

And we can take the document away and then we can see each other.  3 

A.   [10:58:14] I think that the question shouldn't be put to me.  It should be put to 4 

the person who drafted it, because the person who drafted it would give me a copy 5 

and you can -- why I didn't sign that paper, I don't know. 6 

Q.   [10:58:31] No problem.  You tell us.   7 

I would like us to show before finishing the document, so still -- I'm just looking for 8 

the tab.  Please excuse me.  Tab 19.  And I would like us to go -- so that's 9 

CAR-OTP-2135-3829, but I would like us to go to page 3834. 10 

Now, you can see there you have to fill in the "Coordinates of the person or the 11 

organisation that helped the victim to fill in this form in the case in point".   12 

But it is not indicated that it's somebody else who's filling it in for you.   13 

Do you have anything to add to that, Witness? 14 

The document can be taken off now.  15 

A.   [10:59:50] I have no idea about this document.  16 

Q.   [10:59:59] Very well.  So a last question on this form.   17 

Do you remember where you signed this form? 18 

A.   [11:00:25] I don't know the name, but it was a building that was made available 19 

to the investigators.  It's a building which you have builders who work there, and 20 

they took this building to work on it. 21 

Q.   [11:00:42] Very well.  I'm going to ask you -- I'm going to show you the last 22 

document today and that is at tab 19, CAR-OTP-2135-3826.  And it's at page 3831 23 

that I'm interested in.  24 

Do you see, Witness, right at the bottom, right at the very bottom of the document?  25 
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Is that your signature, Witness? 1 

A.   [11:01:23] Yes, it's my signature.  2 

Q.   [11:01:26] And you only signed one page; is that correct? 3 

A.   [11:01:31] That's correct.  4 

Q.   [11:01:33] Thank you, Witness, because I've managed to get -- I've managed to 5 

put the questions to you with a bit of a delay and thank you.    6 

MS NAOURI:  [11:01:42] Your Honour, that finishes the examination of the Defence. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:01:51] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri. 8 

Madam Prosecutor, do you have any question in re-examination, please? 9 

MS NDAGIRE:  [11:01:59] We have none, your Honour.  Thank you. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:02:04] Thank you very much. 11 

And, Mr Witness, I'm going to ask my colleague to put a few questions to you 12 

in -- from the bench. Judge Socorro Flores, please.  13 

JUDGE FLORES LIERA:  [11:02:23] Thank you very much, Madam President.   14 

And thank you very much, Mr Witness, for your testimony.  I have just one question 15 

for you.  In your original statement you indicated that -- you do not mention the 16 

name of the colonel in charge of the OCRB.  But yesterday when responding to 17 

questions from the Prosecution, you indicated that, and I'm referring -- I don't know 18 

exactly the page, but it's in the transcript of yesterday.  You said: "Mr Tolmo gave the 19 

instructions to Mr Mahamat Said who was the colonel of the building of his troop and 20 

to give him -- or gave him the instructions to carry out the investigation". 21 

So my question is:  When and how were you able to recall that Mr Said was the 22 

colonel in charge of the OCRB?  Can you tell us a little bit more how and when you 23 

remembered the name of Mr Said? 24 

* THE WITNESS: [11:03:26](Interpretation) Thank you. On the day that President 25 
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Djotodia gave the instruction to Mr Tolmo, the state prosecutor, to take us to the 1 

OCRB, upon our arrival it was already 8 p.m. And when we alighted from the vehicle, 2 

Colonel Said was called. They said "Colonel". They didn't mention his name. They 3 

said 'Colonel". These were the people he was supposed to keep in custody for an 4 

investigation. After I was jailed, it was the next morning when we were brought out 5 

for breakfast and when he came out, people were saying "Colonel, Colonel", but there 6 

was one in particular who then said "that's Colonel Said".  But at night, I had not 7 

known that it was Colonel Said. It was the next morning that I found out it was Mr 8 

Said, Colonel Said. Because I spent 12 days there. 9 

JUDGE FLORES LIERA: [11:04:40] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. Then a follow-up question, 10 

because your statement was taken in 2018 and 2019, and at that time you didn't mention Mr Said. So 11 

my question is: When after your interviews you recall the name of Mr Said?  12 

THE WITNESS:  [11:05:05](Interpretation) I think that I had mentioned Mr Said's 13 

name at the beginning of the interview, because he was the head of the OCRB.  * 14 

Maybe in the Court's account, maybe they forgot that I had mentioned that name. I 15 

don't know. But I mentioned Mr Said's name because he was the head of the OCRB. 16 

He was the one giving the instructions over there. 17 

JUDGE FLORES LIERA: [11:05:24] Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  I 18 

have no more questions for you.  19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:05:30] Thank you very much, Judge. 20 

Judge Ugalde?  No question. 21 

All right.  Thank you, Mr Witness.  This brings us to the end of your testimony.   22 

The Defence indicated that they have no further question for you after the questions 23 

from the bench, so we thank you for your testimony and we ask you to remain safe.  24 

We wish you well at your present location.  Thanks again for helping us, to come to  25 
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explain what happened as you know it best in the Central African Republic. 1 

(The witness is excused)  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:06:11] Now, we note that the next Prosecution 3 

witness will be P-0342, the 55th witness for the Prosecution.  I'm going to ask that we 4 

go away, I'm going to adjourn and ask that we come again in 45 minutes so that we 5 

can start off with that witness.   6 

So I rise the Court for 45 minutes. 7 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:06:38] All rise. 8 

(Recess taken at 11.06 a.m.)  9 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.53 a.m.)  10 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:53:57] All rise. 11 

Please be seated. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:54:24] Good morning again, everyone. 13 

I see we have new faces at the bar, all angle, Prosecution, Victims, Defence.  So I'm 14 

going to ask for representation, starting with the Prosecution. 15 

MS MAKWAIA:  [11:54:43] The addition to the Prosecution team, your Honours, is 16 

Mr Kamran Choudhry, Ms Hilary Dyer, Ms Brunhild Le Bailly.  As for myself and 17 

Ms Ndagire, we remain the same. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:54:59] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia. 19 

Now, Ms Pellet, your team for the victims, please. 20 

MS PELLET:  [11:55:06](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.  21 

Tars Van Litsenborgh has left and replaced by Ms Bedoucha.  Thank you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:55:16] Thank you very much. 23 

Welcome, Ms Bedoucha. 24 

Mr Jacobs for the Defence, please. 25 
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MR JACOBS:  [11:55:25](Interpretation) Madam President, in the Defence we have 1 

Elina Legat, Florian Jacquemin, and myself Dov Jacobs, co-counsel for Mr Said. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:55:45] Indeed.  Thank you very much, Mr Jacobs. 3 

And for the record, I do take note that Mr Said is still in court with us here.   4 

Welcome back, Mr Said. 5 

MR SAID:  [11:55:58](Interpretation) Yes, good morning once again, 6 

Madam President. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:56:04] Good morning. 8 

The Prosecution is calling P-0342 as its 55th witness.  It is our understanding that this 9 

witness will be testifying in French, so I remind everyone of the importance of 10 

the need to speak slowly and to observe the five-seconds rule between questions and 11 

answers. 12 

Before commencing, the Chamber notes briefly that protective measures are 13 

confirmed for this witness by virtue of decision numbered 870 and that the VWU 14 

recommends no special measures. 15 

Mr Court Officer, can you please bring the witness into the courtroom. 16 

(The witness enters the courtroom)  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:57:57] A very good morning to you, Mr Witness. 18 

You're going to testify before the International Criminal Court.  On behalf of this 19 

Chamber, I welcome you to this courtroom. 20 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0342  21 

(The witness speaks French) 22 

THE WITNESS:  [11:58:15](Interpretation) Good morning.  Good morning, 23 

everyone. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:58:19] Now, Mr Witness, you should have in front 25 
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of you the solemn undertaking which every witness who appears before us is to agree 1 

to.  Can you please read that out for us.  2 

THE WITNESS:  [11:58:43](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I shall speak 3 

the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:58:52] Thank you very much. 5 

Now, Mr Witness, do you understand and agree to what you just read out? 6 

THE WITNESS:  [11:59:02](Interpretation) Yes, I understand and I agree. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:59:11] Thank you.  Now let me now explain to 8 

you, Mr Witness, the protective measures we have in place for the duration of your 9 

testimony. 10 

We have in place for you the use of voice and face distortion, which means that no 11 

one outside the courtroom will see your face or hear your real voice. 12 

There is also in place for you the use of pseudonym.  By that, we shall all refer to you 13 

only as "Mr Witness", so that the public does not get to know your name. 14 

When you answer questions that will not give away who you are, we will do so in 15 

open session, which means that people outside the courtroom will hear what is being 16 

said inside this courtroom.   17 

When you are asked to describe anything that relates specifically to you, or if you are 18 

asked to mention facts that might reveal your identity, we will do so in private 19 

session. 20 

And lastly, Mr Witness, I have a few practical matters that you should have in mind 21 

when giving your testimony. 22 

Everything we say here is written down and interpreted.  It is therefore important to 23 

speak clearly and at a slow pace.  Please speak into the microphone that you have 24 

before you and only start speaking when the person asking you the question has  25 
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finished.  To allow for the interpretation, we will all have to wait a few seconds 1 

before we start to speak.   2 

If you have any question yourself or if you need a break, please raise your hand so we 3 

know that you want to say something to us. 4 

Have you understood all that I have said, Mr Witness?  5 

THE WITNESS:  [12:01:37](Interpretation) Yes. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:01:43] Thank you very much. 7 

So I'm going to invite the Prosecution, Mr Witness, to put questions to you.  We'll 8 

start with your testimony. 9 

Madam Prosecutor, your witness, please. 10 

MR CHOUDHRY:  [12:01:54] Thank you very much, your Honours. 11 

Perhaps we can start in private session.   12 

And, just for the benefit of the members of the audience, due to the nature of this 13 

individual's evidence, a substantial portion of his evidence will be in private, 14 

Madam President, your Honours. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:02:12] Thank you. 16 

Mr Court Officer, can we go into private session, please.  17 

(Private session at 12.02 p.m.) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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Q.   [12:38:36] (Redacted)  1 

(Redacted).  What is the red line, please?  2 

* A. [12:38:56] Because when the Seleka arrived, well before, when they started to take 3 

the town of Birao, they were advancing and they met in Bambari, where they had a 4 

meeting, a major meeting, that is where they took the decision to attack Bangui. But 5 

before attacking Bangui, you must note that the UN soldiers were on ground and so 6 

they came all the way to Boali and they set up their base there, whence the red line. 7 

That's it.  8 

Q.   [12:39:39] And where is Damara?  Where is it located? 9 

A.   [12:39:54] Damara is -- I don't know how to locate it properly, but I think it's in 10 

Kémo, I believe.  11 

Q.   [12:40:16] Approximately how far is Damara from Bangui?  12 

A.   [12:40:24] Ninety-five kilometres from Bangui, that's where Damara is located. 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

Q.   [12:42:14] (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted).  Who were the Seleka, please?  5 

A.   [12:42:30] The Seleka were an armed group.  6 

Q.   [12:42:39] What does the term "Seleka" mean?  7 

A.   [12:42:48] Seleka means union, coming together, fusion.  8 

Q.   [12:42:58] And where did the members of the armed group I'll call the Seleka 9 

come from?  10 

* A.   [12:43:19] Well, the Seleka came from various regions, as we must recall.  But 11 

you may want to note that the Seleka also had Chadian - for the majority - Sudanese, 12 

and persons from other countries who came to support that armed group.  They 13 

came from various regions.  And that's why the name Seleka, meaning union, 14 

mixing, was used. 15 

There were several branches within the Seleka.  They had many leaders -- it had 16 

many leaders.  And that's what the Seleka was.  17 

Q.   [12:44:18] Can you remember the names of any of the leaders at Damara?  18 

A.   [12:44:36] Many leaders came together in Damara, yes.  19 

Q.   [12:44:40] What were the names of the Seleka leaders at Damara, please?  20 

A.   [12:44:53] Almost everyone was there.  * Nourredine Adam was, Hissene.  21 

There was Arda and there was Damane.  Mahamat Ousman as well.  Oumar was 22 

there.  There was also Bachir.  Djono Aba was also there.  Gazambeti was there.  23 

And Dhaffane was there as well.  Almost everyone was there.  Some I may have 24 

forgotten to mention.  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

A.   [12:54:45] (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted),  12 

that the Chadian army also participated alongside the Seleka elements.   13 

You see, when Deby is said to have sent reinforcements to provide security for 14 

the Central African Republic on the Damara axis, well, it was an entire colonne, 15 

convoy of vehicles and armed persons that were sent.  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

Q.   [12:56:00] (Redacted), who do they  18 

belong to?  19 

A.   [12:56:23] Some Chadian soldiers were there for security purposes.  And there 20 

were also elements of the Seleka there.  21 

Q.   [12:56:34] Thank you. 22 

If I could now turn to tab 41, CAR-OTP-2074-0824. 23 

Mr Witness, could you do the same, please, and explain what this photo shows.  24 

A.   [12:57:03] Here we see the Seleka troops.  25 
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Q.   [12:57:15] What are the Seleka troops carrying, please?  1 

A.   [12:57:32] They're wearing uniforms and they're bearing weapons.  You see, 2 

the red piece of cloth is an identification mark for various sections, which indicates 3 

who belongs to which group.  4 

Q.   [12:58:11] And did you learn which group this particular -- or the people in this 5 

particular photo belonged to?  6 

A.   [12:58:24] No.  7 

Q.   [12:58:31] (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

A.   [12:58:47] They had all types of weapons.  They were soldiers.  10 

Q.   [12:58:58] Did you ever learn the names of any of the weapons that they had?  11 

A.   [12:59:12] No.  12 

Q.   [12:59:17] (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

A.   [13:00:04] Here, you see the Seleka elements who had stopped along a road 16 

which led to Bangui.  And that is the Damara road.  17 

Q.   [13:00:35] Thank you. 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

(Open session at 1.02 p.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [13:02:18] We are back in open session, Madam President. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [13:02:20] Yes, thank you very much. 16 

So, Mr Witness, as I was saying, do not discuss your testimony with anybody when 17 

you leave this courtroom and you'd still be on oath when we meet tomorrow to 18 

continue with your testimony. 19 

So I rise this court for 9.30 tomorrow morning. 20 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:02:35] All rise. 21 

(The hearing ends in open session at 1.02 p.m.) 22 
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