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Thursday, 5 September 2024 8 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.31 a.m.) 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:31:12] All rise. 10 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 11 

Please be seated. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:31:38] Good morning, everyone.   13 

Madam Court Officer, can you kindly mention the case. 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:31:47] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours. 15 

The situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of the Prosecutor versus 16 

Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, case reference ICC-01/14-01/21. 17 

And we are in open session. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:04] Thank you very much.   19 

Can I ask for representations, starting with the Prosecution. 20 

MS MAKWAIA:  [9:32:10] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours. 21 

For the Prosecution this morning, myself, Holo Makwaia, senior trial lawyer; 22 

Thomas Bifwoli, Marie-Jeanne Sardachti, trial lawyers; Sanyu Ndagire, 23 

Anusha Rawoah, assistant legal officers; and Alessia Vitiello, analysis assistant.  24 

Thank you.  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:31] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia. 1 

Ms Pellet for the victims, please. 2 

MS PELLET:  [9:32:38](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President.  The victims 3 

are represented today by Adeline Bedoucha and myself, Sarah Pellet, OPCV. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:50] Thank you very much, Ms Pellet.   5 

Ms Naouri for the Defence, please. 6 

MS NAOURI:  [9:32:56](Interpretation) That you, Madam President.   7 

As was the case yesterday, Capucine Banet to my right; to the left, Mr Jacobs.  As for 8 

myself, I'm Jennifer Naouri, lead counsel representing Mr Said. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:33:11] Thank you, Ms Naouri.   10 

Rule 74 counsel, please. 11 

MR RAIMONDO:  [9:33:20] Thank you, Mr President.  Fabián Raimondo, legal 12 

adviser to the witness. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:33:27] Thank you very much.   14 

And for the record, I do take note that Mr Said is in court with us.   15 

Good morning, Mr Said, I hope I see you well. 16 

MR SAID:  [9:33:37](Interpretation) Yes, good morning, Madam President. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:33:40] Good morning. 18 

Good morning, Mr Witness, I hope you rested well. 19 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2161 (On former oath) 20 

(The witness speaks French) 21 

THE WITNESS:  [9:33:46](Interpretation) Very well, thank you very much. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:33:50] Good.  Now, Mr Witness, we're going to 23 

continue with your testimony at the point where we left off yesterday.  I wish to 24 

remind you that you're still on oath to say the truth and nothing but the truth to this25 
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Court. 1 

So I'm going to invite the Prosecution to continue putting questions to you in-chief. 2 

Madam Prosecutor, your witness, please. 3 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:34:20] Thank you, Madam President. 4 

QUESTIONED BY MS NDAGIRE: (Continuing) 5 

Q.   [9:34:28] Good morning again, Mr Witness. 6 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:34:30] Madam President, I would like for us to go into private 7 

session. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:34:36] Madam Court Officer, can we go into private 9 

session, please.   10 

(Private session at 9.34 a.m.) 11 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:34:45] We are in private session, Madam President. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:34:49] Thank you very much.   13 

Madam Prosecutor, carry on, please. 14 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:34:53] Much obliged.   15 

Could the court officer please display tab 23 of the Prosecution's list of material and 16 

the ERN, for the record, is CAR-OTP-2033-7060. 17 

And this document is already formally submitted. 18 

Q.   [9:35:24] Mr Witness, can you see the document on your screen?  19 

A.   [9:35:31] Yes, I can see it. 20 

Q.   [9:35:33] And have you seen this document, a photograph, before today? 21 

A.   [9:35:46] If -- well, if not -- the place.  I've seen that place in Bangui and I can 22 

see it, yes. 23 

Q.   [9:35:56] And please tell us exactly where in Bangui this place is located.  24 

A.   [9:36:05] That place is just behind the office of Mahamat Said. 25 
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Q.   [9:36:18] Now, yesterday, at transcript 107, the English real-time, page 50, lines 7 1 

to 8, when I asked you who decided who would be put in this underground pit at the 2 

OCRB, your answer, at page 50, lines 9 to 12, was the following: 3 

"I tell you, (Redacted)   4 

(Redacted) that's where they kept -- the police officers who are keeping the bandits, 5 

the highway robbers, they put them there."  6 

And then you also stated later, at page 65 of the same transcript, lines 3 to 4, that 7 

(Redacted) that the pit was "where highway robbers and killers are held."   8 

And so now my question for you is:  During the time that (Redacted), what other 9 

people were detained in the pit apart from the bandits, the highway robbers, and the 10 

killers, if you remember? 11 

MS NAOURI:  [9:37:50](Interpretation) Your Honour, I beg your pardon.  * I think 12 

first, one must ask whether there were any detainees. Not who were the detainees. 13 

Because the witness did not say that there were detainees. So this is rather leading. 14 

What should be asked is whether there were any detainees.  If the witness says, yes, 15 

there were, then very well, counsel can ask a follow-up question. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:38:19] Madam Prosecutor, please rephrase your 17 

question.  Objection upheld, please.  Thank you. 18 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:38:31] 19 

Q.   [9:38:34] Mr Witness, what is the image that we see here in this photograph? 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:38:40] We know -- he has said that that image was 21 

the underground pit.  Let's save some time.  He has said that that's an underground 22 

pit.  He has said the people -- I mean bandits, robbers and such people, according to 23 

him, who were kept in the underground pit during certain periods concerned.  Your 24 

question should be whether he knows -- if he knows whether other people were kept 25 
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in the underground pit, if he knows. 1 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:39:17] 2 

Q.   [9:39:17] Mr Witness, do you know whether other people were held in the 3 

underground pit? 4 

A.   [9:39:26] I'm telling you the truth, nothing but the truth.  What I have been 5 

saying since then was that (Redacted).  Other than that little hole that you see, 6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted) 8 

Ever since before, (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted), once like that.  Someone was put in there when (Redacted), no.  That's 17 

what I remember. 18 

Q.   [9:41:37] And were you told if other people, apart from the bandits, the 19 

criminals and the people who had done wrong, if other people were held in this pit?  20 

MS NAOURI:  [9:41:51](Interpretation) Your Honour, objection.  Asked and 21 

answered. 22 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:42:00] No, Madam President, the question has not been answered. 23 

MS NAOURI:  [9:42:05](Interpretation) He said that he didn't know. He said that he 24 

did not know, so once he doesn't know, there's no foundation to put a follow-up 25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-108-Red-ENG CT WT 05-09-2024 5/60 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision ICC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-2161 

 

05.09.2024          Page 6 

 

question. He has answered. *He doesn't know if there were any other persons. During 1 

cross examination I will return to the point of whether there were criminals, but he 2 

said he didn't know whether there were other people in the hole. No foundation. 3 

Counsel must move on to something else based on what the witness has said. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:42:38] Counsel wants to know whether he was told.  5 

I mean, that question is quite different from the answer that we got from the witness 6 

that he does not know.   7 

But were you told?   8 

Madam Prosecutor, can you put the question, please.  Thank you. 9 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:43:00] 10 

Q.   [9:43:00] Mr Witness, I will ask you the question again:  Were you told if other 11 

people, apart from the bandits, the criminals and the people who had done wrong, if 12 

other people were held in the pit? 13 

A.   [9:43:24] Myself, this is what I'll tell you:  (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) -- that hole was intended for highway robbers and killers, and he stopped 15 

then, at that point. 16 

That is what I'm telling you.  That is what I'm saying. 17 

(Counsel confers) 18 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:44:09] 19 

Q.   [9:44:09] Thank you for that. 20 

This document may now be removed from the screen. 21 

And could the court officer please display tab 24 of the Prosecution's list.  And this is 22 

CAR-OTP-2033-7061.  And this document is already formally submitted.   23 

Mr Witness, do you see the photograph on your screen? 24 

A.   [9:44:55] I can see it. 25 
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Q.   [9:44:56] And have you seen this photograph before today? 1 

A.   [9:45:04] That's the inside.  (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) what was inside, but it was  3 

completely dark.  Here it's open.  That's the cover that's open.  And now you can 4 

see the inside.  But (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) is where  7 

they put highway robbers, murderers and people who are in a very -- very serious 8 

situation"  (Redacted).  Now it's open.  (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted). 10 

Q.   [9:46:20] Now at page 8 of today's transcript you just said a few moments ago, 11 

that they put highway robbers -- this is lines 20 to 21, the English transcript, at 12 

page 8 -- they put highway robbers and people who were in a very serious situation.  13 

What do you mean by a "very serious situation"? 14 

A.   [9:46:50] Above all, killers, killers.  (Redacted) said that it was for killers.   15 

If you think that someone had killed someone, he would be put outside, and the 16 

relatives of the late -- of the person who had died, you see, they might assault the 17 

person, so that is why they found that place to hide them.  That's what the 18 

(Redacted). 19 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:47:28] This document may now be removed from the screen.   20 

And could the court officer now please display tab 16 of the Prosecution's list of 21 

material.  The ERN is CAR-OTP-2033-6838.  And this document is already formally 22 

submitted.  23 

Q.   [09:47:58] Mr Witness, do you see the photograph on your screen? 24 

A.   [9:48:03] Yes, I do.  I can see it. 25 
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Q.   [9:48:07] And have you seen this photograph before today? 1 

A.   [9:48:15] No.  This is the first time that I've seen this photograph that shows the 2 

police station within the OCRB.  3 

Q.   [9:48:45] And who occupied this police station within the OCRB that we see in 4 

the image?  5 

A.   [9:49:00] At the time, it was lieutenant colonel at the time, the one who now is 6 

the director general of the police, the current director general of police. 7 

Q.   [9:49:27] And when -- when you were at the OCRB, who occupied this building 8 

that we see here? 9 

A.   [9:49:38] I was telling you that before it was the national police, supported by 10 

the Seleka.  It was the national police who were working there, and when the 11 

disturbances happened, the police were not effective.  They could not meet their 12 

security objectives.  That's why they asked for assistance by Seleka elements.  And, 13 

so, that's how it happened.  14 

Q.   [9:50:37] Now do you know which people sat inside this building (Redacted) at 15 

the OCRB in 2013? 16 

A.   [9:50:56] There were the police officers from the national police.  They were in 17 

nearly all of the -- nearly all the offices at the front, the police, and then the director 18 

was on the other side there.  And towards the back, behind, when you look behind, 19 

there's a small window at the foundation.  And that's the hole that's at the corner, the 20 

pit, at the corner that you can kind of see.  The little black window, that's it. 21 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:51:48] Perhaps if the court officer could blow up the photograph a 22 

bit? 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:51:53] Do we still need to be in private session for 24 

this, Madam Prosecutor?25 
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MS NDAGIRE:  [9:51:59] We could actually move to open session for this, Madam 1 

President. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:52:03] Madam Court Officer, can we go into open 3 

session, please. 4 

(Open session at 9.52 a.m.) 5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:52:20] We are back to open session, Madam President. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:52:24] Thank you. 7 

Madam Prosecutor, please continue. 8 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:52:32] Thank you, Madam President. 9 

Q.   [9:52:33] Now, Mr Witness, just to -- now we are in open session and for the 10 

gallery to be aware, we're looking at a photograph, and you identified at page 10, 11 

lines 11 of the transcript, you said at the -- there were nearly -- they were in "nearly all 12 

of the offices at the front, the police, and then the director was on the [...] side there." 13 

Now using the electronic pen like you did yesterday, please indicate with 14 

number -- number "1" where the director sat or where his office was, with number "1", 15 

numéro "1". 16 

A.   [9:53:41] Can you see on the photograph, on the other side, behind the car, 17 

behind the police vehicle, the 4x4 that's parked in front of the office, on other side 18 

there's a taxi.  When you look carefully you can see a taxi and the taxi is opposite the 19 

office of the director of police, like that.  So when you turn, it's on the other side 20 

there.  It's opposite.  Opposite the little yellow car.  That's the office of the director. 21 

Q.   [9:54:31] Thank you.   22 

And for the record, the witness has indicated using an arrow and not the number 1.   23 

And remind us again the name of the director? 24 

A.   [9:54:54] I don't know.  He's now the director general of the police.  He's now 25 
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a general. 1 

Q.   [9:55:06] And can I confirm you are talking about the director who was there in 2 

2013 (Redacted)? 3 

A.   [9:55:20] Yes.  He's the one who before, he was a lieutenant colonel in 2013.  4 

He was ranked lieutenant colonel and he was the director of this unit. 5 

Q.   [9:55:40] Thank you.  And now you also mentioned again at page 10 of today's 6 

transcript - I'm referring to the English transcript - at lines 13 to 15, you said "and 7 

that's the hole that's at the corner, the pit, at the corner that you can kind of see, the 8 

little black window, that's it." 9 

Now, could you please indicate using the number "1", numéro "1", where this little 10 

black window that you're referring to is on the photograph? 11 

A.   [9:56:28] There you go. 12 

Q.   [9:56:39] Now, Mr Witness, an additional question.  How did you know that 13 

this little black window was connected to the pit because you spoke about it in 14 

reference to the pit?  How did you know? 15 

A.   [9:57:04] Because it's behind.  When you go past Mahamat Said's office, you get 16 

to that room, which is above, and you cross the corridor that links this pit to the 17 

officers of the judicial police, the investigators of the judicial police.  Their office 18 

starts from the office that is above the pit to continue. 19 

Q.   [9:57:54] Thank you for that. 20 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:57:56] And with your leave, Madam President, we request for the 21 

annotated photograph to be given an exhibit number. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:58:03] Madam Court Officer, can you give an ERN 23 

number to this exhibit, please? 24 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:58:10] Yes, Madam President.  The annotated version of 25 
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tab 16 of the Prosecution list of material CAR-OTP-2033-6838 will bear the following 1 

Registry number:  CAR-REG-0002-0129. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:58:33] Thank you.   3 

Would you want the annotated version to be formally submitted?  4 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:58:39] Yes, Madam President. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:58:40] Thank you very much.  Carry on, please. 6 

MS NDAGIRE:  [9:58:41] Thank you.  And this document can now be removed 7 

from the screen.   8 

And now for this -- this next phase of my questions I will try as much as possible to 9 

remain in open session. 10 

Q.   [9:59:07] Now, Mr Witness, yesterday you annotated a plan that you said you 11 

drew when the ICC investigators called you and asked you to shed light on their 12 

investigations.  And the reference to that was yesterday's transcript, T-107, the 13 

English real-time transcript.  And when -- when I asked you about it on page 41 of 14 

the same transcript, I asked what the document was.  You said it was the plan you 15 

drew of the OCRB. 16 

And now my question is:  Other than that plan, did you provide any other 17 

documents to the investigators when you met with them? 18 

A.   [10:00:22] No.  The document's here.  They asked me the question about the 19 

OCRB (Redacted).  That's why I raised my hand and showed them the -- showed you 20 

the features that you have in front of you. 21 

Q.   [10:00:52] Madam President, in the light of the witness's response, I would like 22 

to refresh his memory with reference to paragraph 91 of his statement. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:01:02] Please go ahead. 24 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:01:05] 25 
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Q.   [10:01:06] Mr Witness, I'm going to read a portion of the statement that the ICC 1 

investigators from the Office of the Prosecutor took when you met with them in 2019.   2 

And for the record, the reference to that is tab -- tab 1 of the Prosecution's list of 3 

material, the ERN is CAR-OTP-2100-2673 and at page 2689. 4 

So at paragraph 91 this is what you stated in your statement: 5 

"[The] Investigator", and I won't mention his name because we are in open session 6 

"handed back to me a number of documents I had supplied to the OTP during a 7 

previous meeting.  I am the author of these documents." 8 

Do you recall having provided documents to the investigator, Mr Witness? 9 

A.   [10:02:24] I remember, apart from the document showing the location, I gave a 10 

list of the OCRB units distributed in the neighbourhood, in the different 11 

neighbourhoods to intervene, because that's the central unit that I went over a 12 

moment ago.  That was the central unit.  And with the antenna, you have a list of 13 

antenna, an antenna office which I also provided among the documents, documenting 14 

the situation.  I remember. 15 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:03:19] And so I now request if the court officer could please 16 

display on the witness's screen tab 3 of the Prosecution's list.  This is 17 

CAR-OTP-2082-0458.  And this document should not be displayed in the gallery.  18 

And this document also has already been formally submitted. 19 

Q.   [10:03:52] Mr Witness, do you see the document on your screen?  20 

Perhaps, if it could be minimised in size so the -- thank you. 21 

Do you see the document? 22 

A.   [10:04:24] Yes, yes, that's it.  Yes, that's what I left.  I was the one who gave 23 

this list. 24 

Q.   [10:04:37] And what -- what is this list about?25 
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A.   [10:04:53] This list is a list of the staff of the OCRB Central.  That's it.  The 1 

general list of elements of the OCRB Central. 2 

Q.   [10:05:17] And in which year were these lists of elements at the OCRB Central? 3 

A.   [10:05:35] It was the year when it was necessary to add to the effectiveness of the 4 

Seleka in support of the national police who were working in this unit.  So Seleka 5 

effectives, or Seleka elements had to be added in support of the national police who 6 

were working in this unit. 7 

Q.   [10:06:11] And where did you get this list from, Mr Witness? 8 

A.   [10:06:26] {ICR: (Redacted)}.  It was just to be sure of the different antennas 9 

which -- all of which report to the central level.  If people are arrested there, they are 10 

brought to the central unit, and that is where the police, and with the Seleka in 11 

support, deal with the different cases.  So that is OCRB Central. 12 

There are others, and I can point to them in the list. 13 

Q.   [10:07:30] Please go ahead and point to the others that you are referring to. 14 

A.   [10:07:44] This is the central unit.  And you can put number "1" by it.  And for 15 

the units, the antenna, {PFR: (Redacted)} each different antenna, the elements, or the 16 

staff of each different antenna, for –  17 

to have a good knowledge of the situation. 18 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:08:16] Perhaps, Madam President, if we can turn back to private 19 

session, out of caution. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:08:22] Madam Court Officer, can we go back into 21 

private session, please. 22 

(Private session at 10.08 a.m.) 23 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:08:39] We are in private session, Madam President, your 24 

Honours. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:08:43] Thank you. 1 

Madam Prosecutor, can you go on, please. 2 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:08:54] 3 

Q.   [10:08:55] Now, Mr Witness, you said at page 16, line 14 of today's transcript in 4 

reference to this document that this is the central unit and you can put number "1" by 5 

it.  Using the electronic pen, can you indicate number "1" where the central unit 6 

appears on the document. 7 

A.   [10:09:31] Yes. 8 

Q.   [10:09:35] Thank you very much. 9 

And now I'd like to ask you about some of the names that we see here, starting with 10 

the person at number 1.  Please -- we're in private session, so please read out who 11 

that person is.  12 

MS NAOURI:  [10:09:59](Interpretation) Your Honour, I'm sorry, dear colleague, 13 

I have no objection, but we have a problem because in the French transcript there are 14 

a lot of things which haven't been transcribed so the passage that my colleague has 15 

just mentioned in English, which is well transcribed in English, is something that we 16 

don't have in the French transcript and that -- we've just got three dots there, so 17 

perhaps we could maybe slow down, maybe we could articulate better such that the 18 

transcript can reflect what the witness says so that we can check it.  And here I'm 19 

taking an example at page 16, lines 1 to 10 of the French transcript. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:10:49] Madam Prosecutor, just so we have 21 

everything on the record.   22 

Is it -- is it a matter of delay, Ms Naouri? 23 

MS NAOURI:  [10:11:00](Interpretation) I don't think that it's a delay.  I can't think 24 

of the French word, but I think that in fact the interpreting in the English is clear and 25 
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it was well transcribed apparently, but in the French transcript, what the witness said, 1 

we do not have.  So when my colleague reads the English transcript, and I trust 2 

that -- what the English transcript says, I cannot compare it with what the witness 3 

said in my French transcript because it is completely full of holes.  There are lots of 4 

dots so I don't know what the witness is saying.  Perhaps the only thing I can think 5 

of immediately is perhaps to allow the five seconds to really articulate well, speak 6 

slowly such that everything is well transcribed so that we have the transcript in 7 

real-time, which reflects what the witness says.  That's it. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:11:58] Okay.  Madam -- Mr Witness, we're going 9 

to respect the five-second rule.  You wait for the person, for the lady asking, the 10 

Prosecutor asking the question to finish.  Then you give your answer but slowly, at a 11 

slow pace, so that the interpreters and the lawyers and even us could get each and 12 

every word that you say.  Is that okay? 13 

THE WITNESS:  [10:12:33](Interpretation) Understood. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:12:35] Thank you very much. 15 

Madam Prosecutor, and please guide the witness.  Thank you. 16 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:12:43] Thank you, Madam President. 17 

Q.   [10:12:48] Mr Witness, let's try again. 18 

You said at page 16 - this is the English transcript that I'm referring to today - at lines 19 

14 to 15, and I quote:  "This is the central unit and you can put number '1' by it".  20 

And then after that -- that's the transcript reference that my learned colleague said 21 

they didn't have in the French transcript.  I then asked you, using -- to use the 22 

electronic pen to indicate number "1".  And as we can see on our screens now, you 23 

have indicated number "1" on the document. 24 

And so now my subsequent question is, starting with the name that we see on the 25 
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document in the table, the person at number "1", please read out who that person is, if 1 

you're able to? 2 

A.   [10:14:20] It is number "1".  It's written "Mahamat - Said Abdel Kani". 3 

Q.   [10:14:35] And at the time that (Redacted) what was his role? 4 

A.   [10:14:52] He was the person who was the chief of support at the OCRB level, 5 

when you see his name above. 6 

Q.   [10:15:09] And who was Said's deputy, if you know? 7 

MS NAOURI:  [10:15:20](Interpretation) Your Honour, objection.  Unless I am 8 

wrong, the witness never said that Mr Said had a deputy, so that's extremely leading.  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:15:32] So, Madam Prosecutor, could you ask the 10 

witness whether or not Mr Said had a deputy.   11 

Objection upheld.  Please. 12 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:15:44] 13 

Q.   [10:15:45] Mr Witness, do you know whether or not Mr Said had a deputy at the 14 

time that (Redacted)? 15 

A.   [10:16:03] (Redacted) Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, he was a colonel, followed by 16 

Tahir Babikir, colonel.  So Tahir Babikir is the person who comes after Mahamat Said.  17 

He is second in command after him.   18 

And afterwards you have the commanders. 19 

Q.   [10:16:59] And at the time that (Redacted), what responsibilities did Tahir 20 

Babikir have? 21 

A.   [10:17:14] Well, he was second in command and deputised for Mahamat Said 22 

when he was absent, or when he was travelling.  Then Tahir Babikir, he would be 23 

responsible and deal with -- for and deal with the men. 24 

Q.   [10:17:44] And so that the transcript is clear, when you say he would be 25 
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responsible and deal with the men, which men are you talking about? 1 

A.   [10:18:02] The elements.  So afterwards you have the commanders, you have 2 

the captains, the lieutenants and so on.  3 

Q.   [10:18:21] And now I'd like you to read out the name at number 9, number 9 in 4 

this table.  5 

A.   [10:18:41] At number 9, I can see "Abdal-Karime Mahamat Salle, commander". 6 

Q.   [10:18:56] And what was this person's role at the OCRB (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)? 8 

A.   [10:19:10] His role, well, he was also in the -- he was a commander.  He 9 

came -- well, he was still the chief of intervention, so (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) -- that's what I can say. 11 

Q.   [10:19:55] Mr Witness, your -- your last sentence wasn't quite clear.  I have here 12 

on the English transcript:  13 

"He came" -- this is page 21, lines 5 to 6:  "He came -- well, he was still the chief of 14 

intervention, (Redacted) -- that's what I can say."   15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

Q.   [10:21:25] And what duties did these commanders have that you're referring to? 23 

A.   [10:21:40] Well, with regards to the intervention, (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted).  If the person didn't come, then these chiefs,  25 
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with certain men, would get into a vehicle and they would go to pick up this person 1 

who refused to appear, and they would bring that person back to the unit, to the 2 

central unit. 3 

Q.   [10:22:19] Now at page 21 of the English transcript you have in your answer said 4 

that "these chiefs, with certain men, would get into a vehicle and they would pick up 5 

the person who would refuse to appear" this is lines 20 -- 25 of page 21 to line 1 of 6 

page 22.   7 

When you say "these chiefs, with certain men" which chiefs are you referring to? 8 

A.   [10:23:00] The patrol chiefs.  So in the service it was also the same as the 9 

national police or in the photograph you saw.  You saw -- a moment ago you saw a 10 

blue pickup which was parked in front of the central unit and there was a blue pickup.  11 

And it was written "police" on the cabin.  And they also had this mission if, on their 12 

part, they would send a convocation and the person would refuse to come, then they 13 

would get into their vehicle and they would go directly to find that person and bring 14 

them back to the unit.  That's the mission which was carried out, the mission or task 15 

that was carried out by the two forces. 16 

Q.   [10:24:07] And now looking at the person listed at number 17 of the table, who is 17 

that, Mr Witness? 18 

A.   [10:24:20] (Redacted). 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:24:25] All right.  Just so you be guided as to time, 20 

counsel, you have about 30 minutes more, please. 21 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:24:33] Thank you, Madam President.  I'm almost through.   22 

Now we -- we request one exhibit of -- rather, yes, exhibit number of this document 23 

since it's been annotated by the witness. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:24:49] Madam Court Officer, can we have an ERN 25 
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number for this document, please. 1 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:24:55] Yes, Madam President.  The annotated item 2 

tab 3 from the Prosecution list of materials, CAR-OTP-2082-0458, will bear the 3 

following Registry number, CAR-REG-0002-0130. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:25:19] Thank you very much.   5 

Would you want the annotated version to be formally submitted? 6 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:25:25] Yes, we do, Madam President. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:25:27] Thank you.  Carry on, please. 8 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:25:31] Now this document may now be removed from the screen.  9 

And could the court officer now please display tab 11 of the Prosecution's list of 10 

material.  The ERN is CAR-OTP-2082-0471. 11 

And this document is already formally submitted. 12 

Q.   [10:26:12] Mr Witness, do you see the document on your screen? 13 

A.   [10:26:21] Yes, I can see it.  It's a document that was (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  It's a list of elements of  15 

section 4. 16 

Q.   [10:26:48] And when were you (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

Q.   [10:28:11] And so that the Court can understand, what is section 4? 25 
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A.   [10:28:21] Section 4 is the antenna -- the antenna; that is the staff based in a 1 

neighbourhood which make the area secure.  It provides security for it.  So in terms 2 

of the central level, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

Now, with regards to acts that they were committing here and there in the 5 

neighbourhoods, (Redacted) to have the list in order to find where they were.  So in 6 

number 4 this is a neighbourhood.  You have the police antenna of -- with Seleka 7 

elements who are in the neighbourhood in number 4.  And they have their list here. 8 

Q.   [10:29:26] And which group did these antenna belong to, just so it's clear again 9 

on the transcript? 10 

A.   [10:29:39] Well, antenna 4 was commanded by Abdal-Karime Mahamat Salle, 11 

the chief there, and he was the one, if he had to go there to the antenna 4.  If he 12 

found that there were highway robbers there or people who would kill others, or 13 

robbers, then he would stop them and he would bring them back to the central level 14 

and then either the police director would go to the president of the tribunal and he 15 

would ask to detain them or Mahamat Said, representing Seleka, would sometimes 16 

also ask that the people be detained. And with regards to (Redacted) men, they would 17 

take that person there. And the police in other areas, 1st, 2nd, 3rd arrondissement, 18 

they would also send men to the central unit. So the work was carried out like that.  19 

Q.   [10:30:57] And this Abdal-Karime Mahamat Salle, who you said was 20 

commanding antenna 4, who did he report to? 21 

A.   [10:31:17] Well, he -- in his unit, in his antenna office, if there were events, he 22 

would go to the Central OCRB where (Redacted). 23 

Q.   [10:31:52] (Redacted) 24 

A.   [10:31:56] (Redacted), someone who had stuck  25 
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someone up or someone who had stolen or like any other offender. 1 

Q.   [10:32:22] And I'll ask my question again.  Who did Abdal-Karime Mahamat 2 

Salle report to? 3 

A.   [10:32:43] I just told you that within his unit there, within his antenna or satellite 4 

office, if he had decided on one case and the case dominated, he would take it to the 5 

central unit and would hand the person over to the national police or to the chef 6 

d'appui who was Mahamat Said. 7 

Q.   [10:33:36] Thank you very much for the answer. 8 

Now this document may be removed from the screen.  And the last document that 9 

I would like displayed for the witness is tab 14 of the Prosecution's list of material.  10 

This is CAR-OTP-2082-0478. 11 

Mr Witness, do you see the document on your screen? 12 

A.   [10:34:12] Yes, I can see it. 13 

Q.   [10:34:17] And what it this document? 14 

A.   [10:34:26] These are the former combatants from Camp Béal.  (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted), it was a matter of each person looking at options.  Those who  17 

opted for the customs office, well, they had their list.  People who wanted to go to 18 

civilian life, they had their own separate list.  And here what I see is a list that 19 

(Redacted), and this is the option of going to work for the customs office.  You see 20 

(Redacted) there. 21 

Q.   [10:35:28] And when you said "When people were demobilised" what do you 22 

mean? 23 

A.   [10:35:42] By setting down one's weapons, because Camp Béal, you see, was the 24 

first.  Elements from the Camp Béal were the first ones to set down their weapons, 25 
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and it was necessary to move towards peace.  And here we see the originals, that is 1 

to say, the people of Central African Republic origin.  They agreed to set down their 2 

weapons and move towards peace.  And, so, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted). 6 

The minister responsible for restructuring the armies, also veterans and war victims. 7 

Q.   [10:37:12] And do you recall when this demobilisation happened, which month 8 

or in which year it happened?  9 

A.   [10:37:32] (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted).  I even have a copy with me  11 

because (Redacted) of this delegation, this group of people who set down their 12 

weapons.  Tomorrow I could bring you the actual piece of paper with the time that 13 

the disarmament took place.  14 

Q.   [10:38:25] (Redacted) 15 

what happened after that? 16 

A.   [10:38:53] This list, after the disarmament -- this list was drawn up after the 17 

disarmament.  18 

Q.   [10:39:21] And could you --  19 

MS NAOURI:  [10:39:22](Interpretation) I'm sorry, sorry to interrupt, learned 20 

colleague.  We have many matters relating to interpretation with this witness, and 21 

I think something we have to raise.   22 

The witness said page 26, line 10, "this list that (Redacted)."  He said that (Redacted) 23 

the list, not (Redacted).  So I don't know what the interpretation was, but when my 24 

learned friend says that after (Redacted), the witness did not say that (Redacted) the 25 
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list.  The witness said (Redacted) the list.  These are two different things and this 1 

distinction needs to be clarified. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:40:07] Yes, in fact -- but both are in the English 3 

transcript.  The first one he did say (Redacted) the list.  But then going down to 27, 4 

page 27, at line 22 -- lines 22 and 23, this list -- he said "This list, after the 5 

disarmament -- this list was drawn up after the disarmament", although he did not 6 

(Redacted).  That is what appears in the English transcript. 7 

Counsel, maybe you want to -- you could ask him (Redacted) and for him to say so.  8 

I'm equally very much anxious to know -- all right, this first list (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:41:08] 11 

Q.   [10:41:09] Mr Witness, who drew up this list that we're looking at on the screen? 12 

A.   [10:41:18] This list, when the president of the republic (Redacted) to go back to 13 

the base at Camp Béal where (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

So that is why the list is drawn up in this way. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:42:40] Mr Witness, who drew up this list?  21 

(Redacted)? 22 

THE WITNESS:  [10:42:50](Interpretation) (Redacted). 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:42:54] Thank you very much. 24 

Counsel, please continue. 25 
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MS NDAGIRE:  [10:42:57] Thank you, Madam President. 1 

Q.   [10:42:59] Mr Witness, a short while ago, this is at page 28 of the English 2 

transcript, when I asked you who drew up this list, you said at line 24:  "When the 3 

president of the republic (Redacted) to go back to the base at Camp Béal where 4 

(Redacted)," and then you continued to give the response.  And my question is what 5 

was the name of the president of the republic that you're talking about? 6 

A.   [10:43:37] Djotodia Am-Nondokro. 7 

Q.   [10:43:49] And why did he ask (Redacted) to go back to the base at Camp Béal 8 

where (Redacted)? 9 

A.   [10:43:57] (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:45:09] Mr Witness, why did the President Djotodia 17 

(Redacted)?  18 

Counsel, you have about eight minutes more, please. 19 

Why did he (Redacted) from the OCRB?  Thank you. 20 

THE WITNESS:  [10:45:42](Interpretation) Since it was necessary to leave the location, 21 

the location, that unit to the police specialists, because (Redacted) had not yet been 22 

trained.  But security support came within that police unit to enhance security and 23 

safety, and since he himself decided to send (Redacted), he himself decided to have 24 

(Redacted) go back to Camp Béal in order to be disarmed.  So that is how it came to 25 
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be that (Redacted) went back to Camp Béal and the essence -- and leave the unit to the 1 

police of the nation and let them continue their work there.   2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:47:41] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 11 

Yes, counsel, continue please. 12 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:47:47] Madam President, the Prosecution requests the formal 13 

submission of this document. 14 

And the document may also be removed from the screen. 15 

Q.   [10:48:27] Now, Mr Witness, after (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) at were sent back to Camp Béal, what happened to Mahamat Said? 17 

A.   [10:48:46] He, too, was taken back to Camp Béal.  (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

Q.   [10:49:44] And what did he do at Camp Béal when he was taken back there?  23 

This is Mr Said that I'm referring to.  24 

A.   [10:50:01] (Redacted) taken back to the camp, the president -- the president of 25 
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the republic, before he left to go into exile, he provided some money (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

Q.   [10:50:38] I'll ask my question again.  What did Mahamat Said do at Camp Béal 4 

when he was taken back there (Redacted)? 5 

A.   [10:50:58] He didn't spend a lot of time there.  (Redacted), four or five days 6 

later he went back home, back to his neighbourhood.  He didn't spend a lot of time 7 

amongst (Redacted). 8 

And he would stay in the neighbourhood, but he would come.  He would spend the 9 

nights in the neighbourhood, but he would come. 10 

Q.   [10:51:35] All right.  Thank you for answering my questions, Mr Witness.    11 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:51:39] This brings me to the end of the examination-in-chief of 12 

the witness, Madam President. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:51:45] Thank you very much, Madam Prosecutor. 14 

Now, Mr Witness, I'm going to ask the Defence to start putting questions to you in 15 

cross on behalf of Mr Said.  And hopefully you'll cooperate and give us answers. 16 

Ms Naouri, you may want to start your cross-examination, please. 17 

QUESTIONED BY MS NAOURI: (Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [10:52:38] Good morning, Mr witness.  19 

A.   [10:52:42] Good morning. 20 

Q.   [10:52:43] I'm Jennifer Naouri and I'm lead counsel for Mr Said.  I'm the one 21 

who'll be asking you some questions today on behalf of his Defence, okay? 22 

A.   [10:52:55] Okay. 23 

Q.   [10:52:55] Both of us will be speaking French.  24 

A.   [10:52:58] Yes. 25 
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Q.   [10:52:59] So both of us have to be careful and try to respect the five-second rule. 1 

A.   [10:53:06] Yes. 2 

Q.   [10:53:07] Before you answer, please pause for five seconds and you can then 3 

give your answer. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:53:19] We're in private session, just so you know. 5 

MS NAOURI:  [10:53:24](Interpretation) Madam President, I was indeed just about 6 

to check whether we were in open session or private session. 7 

Q.   [10:53:33] And for my first questions I am thinking that we could go into open 8 

session.  9 

Mr Witness, I'll be very careful and I will ask for us to go into private session if 10 

anything comes out from your answers that might reveal your identity, okay?  11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:53:53] Madam Court Officer, can we go into open 12 

session, please. 13 

(Open session at 10.54 a.m.) 14 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:54:08] And we are back to open session, Madam 15 

President. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:54:12] Thank you. 17 

Ms Naouri, please put your questions. 18 

MS NAOURI:  [10:54:17](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. 19 

Q.   [10:54:19] First of all, I'd like us to hark back to the time line -- the chronology of 20 

certain events. So, just to hark back to {PFR: (Redacted)} at Camp Béal. Yesterday, you 21 

told us that {PFR: (Redacted)}.  22 

Page 15, lines 27 and 28 of the French transcript.   23 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:55:03] Correction:  Lines 25 to 28 of the French transcript. 24 

MS NAOURI:  [10:55:06](Interpretation) Madam President, I was a bit ambitious.  25 
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I'm afraid we need to go into private session for the first couple of questions and then 1 

after that we can go into open session.  But initially we must remain in private 2 

session so that I can establish the foundation. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:55:23] Yes.   4 

Madam Court Officer, can we go into private session again please. 5 

(Private session at 10.55 a.m.) 6 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:55:44] And we're in private session, Madam President, 7 

your Honours. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:55:50] Ms Naouri. 9 

MS NAOURI:  [10:55:52](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. 10 

Q.   [10:55:52] Indeed, (Redacted).  If I've  11 

understood you correctly, what you've just told us - today's transcript, 12 

page 26 - (Redacted); is that right? 13 

A.   [10:56:09] Uh huh. 14 

Q.   [10:56:12] Please say "yes", not "uh huh". 15 

A.   I apologise.  16 

Q.   [10:56:20] That's normal.  Don't worry.  Now if I've understood you correctly, 17 

you thought that (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)? 19 

A.   [10:56:33] Yes, of course.  Yes. 20 

Q.   [10:56:35] Thank you.  That allows us to understand why you say that 21 

(Redacted).  And, indeed, at (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted).  Transcript 107, page 10, lines 27 and onwards. 24 

(Redacted) 25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-108-Red-ENG CT WT 05-09-2024 28/60 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision ICC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-2161 

 

05.09.2024          Page 29 

 

belonged to the Seleka coalition; correct? 1 

A.   [10:57:22] Yes. 2 

Q.   [10:57:29] So you went to (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted).  4 

Have I understood you correctly? 5 

A.  [10:57:43] If you don't mind, when (Redacted) went back to Camp Béal, it was for 6 

disarmament.  After the disarmament, that was when (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

Q.   [10:58:21] That's very clear.  And you mention the time that (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted), late -- well, in August, let's say August after President Djotodia went --  11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:58:37] Overlapping. 12 

MS NDAGIRE:  [10:58:40] I'm sorry.  We would like to have the transcript reference 13 

here for this allegation. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:58:46] Well, it's an assertion.  I mean, she's 15 

speculating.  And she could do that.  The witness did not say "August", we all 16 

know.  But we would also like to have a time frame, so we do appreciate the 17 

question by Defence council.  Thank you.   18 

Ms Naouri, please continue. 19 

MS NAOURI:  [10:59:09](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. 20 

Q.   [10:59:11] Exactly.  I just wanted to situate your answer in time regarding 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted); correct? 23 

A.   [10:59:26] It was the president who came to drive (Redacted) go  24 

to Camp Béal.  Together, everyone was taken out of that unit, leaving the people 25 
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who were entitled to be there - the national police - to let them work there.  1 

(Redacted). 2 

Q.   [10:59:55] That's very clear.  And thank you for specifying the time frame.   3 

I see the time.  I'm in the Presiding Judge's hands of course.  But then after the break 4 

I'll ask you some questions about Camp Béal, after.   5 

Madam President. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:00:15] Yes, certainly.   7 

Mr Witness, we're going to break off for some 30 minutes and come back and 8 

continue with your questions in cross-examination. 9 

So I rise the Court for 11:30 please. 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:00:29] All rise. 11 

(Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.)  12 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.35 a.m.)  13 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:35:13] All rise. 14 

Please be seated. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:35:37] Good morning, again, Mr Witness.  We're 16 

going to continue with your testimony.   17 

And I'll remind counsel and the witness to please observe the five-seconds rule 18 

between questions and answers so that the interpreters can get the testimony. 19 

Ms Naouri, your witness, please.  We are very much in open session.  Thank you. 20 

MS NAOURI:  [11:36:02](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  Yes.  So, on 21 

that subject, just to finish a few questions, we have to go into private session and then 22 

we can go into open session. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:36:17] Okay, Madam Court Officer, can we go into 24 

private session briefly, please. 25 
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(Private session at 11.36 a.m.) 1 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:36:30] We are in private session, Madam President. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:36:33] Thank you very much.  Ms Naouri, please 3 

put your questions.  4 

MS NAOURI:  [11:36:40](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 5 

Q.   [11:36:41] So, witness, before the break, we were discussing Camp Béal, and 6 

I would now like us to discuss Camp Béal at the time when the groups arrived in 7 

Bangui demanding to be with the Seleka. 8 

Could we go into that and what you said to us yesterday - and this is in the transcript, 9 

page 10, lines 27 to page 11, line 2 - four days after the arrival of the groups, (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted).  Do you remember that? 11 

A.   [11:37:28] What I said was that four days after the Seleka arrival, (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted).  That's it. 16 

Q.   [11:38:17] Very well.  So when (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)   19 

Do I understand that correctly? 20 

A.   [11:38:27] Oui.  21 

Q.   [11:38:28] Very well.  After that moment (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

Q.   [11:39:47] If you will allow me, because for the interpreters, it's also to go back to 4 

what you were saying.   5 

So what you told us and it was very clear, my -- personally, (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)? 7 

A.   [11:40:04] Absolutely not.  (Redacted).  8 

Q.   [11:40:14] Thank you.  So you went to (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted); is that correct? 10 

A.   [11:40:34] Well, it was basically so that I would be safe.  I would live 11 

there -- I lived there.  From the moment that I went there, I lived within (Redacted). 12 

Q.   [11:40:52] And the other persons that were present in (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted).  That is what they would do.   19 

That's where we crossed over. 20 

Q.   [11:42:00] Thank you.  And when you say it was after the disarmament, so at 21 

Camp Béal at that time, you had the arrival of Seleka groups, that was the time of the 22 

Seleka? 23 

A.   [11:42:16] It's a camp like any other camp.  There was Camp Béal, there was the 24 

RDOT, there was BSS.  There was Camp Kassaï, Berengo, they -- there were men 25 
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there.  So -- and it was after the disarmament that (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted). 2 

Q.   [11:42:49] Thank you very much.  That's very clear.   3 

So I would ask the Presiding Judge to go into open session because we are going to 4 

address more general subjects, and when we're dealing with subjects specific to you, 5 

then we'll go back into private session. 6 

Please can we go into private session.   7 

Open session -- 8 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:43:05] Corrects the interpreter.  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:43:12] Madam Court Officer, can we go into open 10 

session please. 11 

(Open session at 11.43 a.m.) 12 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:43:25] We are back to open session, Madam President, 13 

your Honours. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:43:29] Thank you very much. 15 

Ms Naouri, please put your questions. 16 

MS NAOURI:  [11:43:34](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour. 17 

Q.   [11:43:37] Now, you've just explained that Camp Béal like any other camp was, 18 

firstly, a camp for disarmament.  And I want to show you a document at tab 32 in 19 

our documentation list, CAR-OTP-2054-1387.  This has not been submitted yet.  It is 20 

public, and it can be shown to the public and to the witness.  And this is an article 21 

from RJDH.  It's a human rights journalists -- their network.  And it's from 30 22 

March 2013, and it is entitled, "Bangui:  Michel Djotodia" makes the 23 

country -- has -- "is making the country safe and the economy as his priorities." 24 

If we could go a bit further down in the paragraph, I can read to you the paragraph25 
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which is of interest to me, witness. 1 

Super.  Thank you very much. 2 

So we have to go up a bit now that we have zoomed in.  If we could go down, I'm 3 

sorry.  If we could scroll down in the document.  Super.  Thank you. 4 

So the last paragraph states:  5 

"Michel Djotodia states that four sites were envisaged for the billeting of his elements.  6 

However, he reserves the right to say the exact date when billeting of rebel operations 7 

would start, while they continued to carry out exactions on the population in several 8 

different localities in the country." 9 

So my question for you, witness:  Is the sites mentioned in the article here, are they 10 

BSS, Kassaï, Béal and RDOT which you mentioned a moment ago?  11 

A.   [11:45:56] Could you repeat the question, please? 12 

Q.   [11:46:03] Well, when I look up, I -- I look at the interpreters to see if they're 13 

following, which is why I have to look up there.   14 

My question was to ask whether -- you see this article talks about four sites which 15 

were envisaged for billeting.  These four sites, were they Béal, Kassaï, RDOT? 16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:46:28] Overlapping speakers. 17 

THE WITNESS:  [11:46:31](Interpretation) BSS.  Yes, that is correct. 18 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:46:42] (Interpretation) I just note -- I just note that 19 

because of the overlapping speakers, there are elements missing in the French 20 

transcript. 21 

MS NAOURI:  [11:46:56](Interpretation) Thank you for showing me that.  I'm 22 

looking at the transcript.    23 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:46:59] And the English interpreter notes that due to 24 

overlapping speakers he wasn't able to get everything either. 25 
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MS NAOURI:  [11:47:07](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [11:47:08] Witness, I'm going to give the names of four camps that we have just 2 

mentioned.  Please could you say if that's correct, and please give me the time to 3 

finish my sentence so everything is transcribed.   4 

So Camp Kassaï, Camp Béal, Camp BSS and Camp RDOT, these are sites that were 5 

mentioned in this article or referred to in this article? 6 

A.   [11:47:32] Yes, those four. 7 

Q.   [11:47:39] Perfect.  Thank you very much. 8 

And the state authorities attempted to organise the people who were present in the 9 

camps in order --  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:48:00] Ms Naouri, where in the article -- are you 11 

referring to just the word "four sites" in the last paragraph?  Or are you suggesting 12 

that those four sites that you have mentioned are in this article?  It's undated, we 13 

note. 14 

MS NAOURI:  [11:48:24](Interpretation) Your Honour, the article speaks about four 15 

sites, and the witness, just before I read the article to him, indicated four sites.  And 16 

I was asking him to confirm if, to the best of his knowledge, the four sites that the 17 

article speaks of here are the same as the four that he himself mentioned -- that is to 18 

say, Béal, Kassaï, BSS and RDOT.  So the names of the sites are not in the article, so 19 

I was asking the witness to confirm that they are these four sites.   20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:49:05] Well, there may be sites referred to by the 21 

person named in that paragraph, the then President Djotodia, the four sites that he 22 

may be referring to. 23 

MS NAOURI:  [11:49:30](Interpretation) So there were sites in Bangui.  The witness 24 

says he knows which sites were used for billeting.  Here it's speaking about billeting, 25 

ICC-01/14-01/21-T-108-Red-ENG CT WT 05-09-2024 35/60 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber VI’s Decision ICC-01/14-01/21-683, dated 31 January 2024, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                            ICC-01/14-01/21 

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-2161 

 

05.09.2024          Page 36 

 

and he has just confirmed that the four billeting sites envisaged by the Djotodia 1 

government were these four sites.   2 

So I think that we have the answer, your Honour. 3 

And I would like to take advantage of this opportunity to ask for the formal 4 

submission of this document. 5 

Q.   [11:49:56] Now, Mr Witness, my next question, still with regard to the people 6 

who were present in these billeting camps, Camp Béal -- so the aim of disarming the 7 

elements, as you said, was also -- there was also the aim of training them and 8 

evaluating their competences. 9 

A.   [11:50:22] Yes. 10 

Q.   [11:50:29] So I would like to read an excerpt of a document which is not 11 

submitted.  It's confidential and it cannot be shown to the public nor to the witness.  12 

And this is tab 36 on our list, CAR-OTP-20 -- CAR-OTP-2099-1065, and it's page 0212 13 

and paragraph 255. 14 

And I'm going to read an excerpt from this document which is not going to be shown 15 

to you because this excerpt with regards to what is said -- another witness said it to 16 

the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor.   17 

I'm now going to read what this person says: 18 

"With the local UN office, we made proposals for the billeting of the Seleka, because 19 

at that time in the CAR, there was only the Seleka and the FACA.  And it was in this 20 

way that we were able to group together the new Seleka recruits at Beringo, 21 

camp Beal, in camp RDOT towards PK 12.  We grouped them together in these 22 

places to try to get an overview of their numbers, but it was very difficult work to 23 

carry out.  The interlocutor of the Seleka was General Mamour, the Minister of 24 

defence."  End of quote.25 
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So my question is:  (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)? 2 

A.   [11:52:28] Yes. 3 

Q.   [11:52:32] So could you explain how this was conducted? 4 

A.   [11:52:39] Well, it happened at Camp Béal.  So there were people who were 5 

opting for the army, and they were listed with regard to this census, and with regards 6 

to the customs, {ICR: (Redacted)}.  That was on the same day. 7 

Q.   [11:53:06] So, just to -- the witness speaks about the period that we're talking 8 

about here, and that is to say when the groups in the coalition arrived in Bangui in the 9 

first month -- or from the arrival in the first month.  They're not talking about the 10 

moment when (Redacted).   11 

So I would like you to focus on the time at the start in -- at Camp Béal and you stay 12 

there for a certain time before leaving and going to {ICR: (Redacted)}. 13 

If you would just wait a minute.  I'm going to ask for -- to go into private session so 14 

that I can finish my explanation.  15 

MS NAOURI:  [11:53:57](Interpretation) Can we go into private session and we will 16 

make a redaction.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:54:01] Yes.   18 

Madam Court Officer, can we go into private session, please. 19 

(Private session at 11.54 a.m.) 20 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:54:15] We are in private session, Madam President. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:54:19] Mr Witness, can I ask that you wait for the 22 

conclusion of the question before you give your answer.  Thank you very much. 23 

Ms Naouri, please put your question. 24 

MS NAOURI:  [11:54:35](Interpretation) 25 
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Q.   [11:54:36] Witness, so before we went into private session, I wasn't putting a 1 

question.  I was trying to give you an indication of the time frame.   2 

Now I'm speaking very much of the beginning of the arrival of the groups who 3 

claimed to be Seleka and before (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted).  This is the time frame that I'm interested in here.  So at that time, when 5 

(Redacted), do you remember having seen any kind of survey or inventory of the 6 

elements taking place? 7 

A.   [11:55:17] Yes, this survey took place and this census, and that's where they took 8 

the first wave of people, and they sent -- or they guided them towards Berengo and 9 

Kassaï. 10 

Q.   [11:55:40] Thank you.  It's very clear. 11 

But now we're in private session, I'm going to put some additional questions to you 12 

which concern (Redacted). 13 

(Redacted)? 14 

A.   [11:56:03] Yes.  Officers. 15 

Q.   [11:56:07] When you say "cadre", do you mean officers?  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)?  17 

A.   [11:56:20] (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted).  In order -- 19 

THE INTERPRETER:  Inaudible. 20 

MS NAOURI:  [11:56:50](Interpretation) So I'm looking at the transcript and not 21 

everything was noted.  So can you say once again what do you mean by "cadre" first 22 

of all?  23 

A.   [11:57:02] (Redacted).  That's it. 24 

Q.   [11:57:08] Very well.  (Redacted).  That doesn't  25 
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mean an officer? 1 

A.   [11:57:15] No, it doesn't mean that.  Okay.  No.  No.  It means (Redacted).  2 

Q.   [11:57:25] And (Redacted) on several occasions, so now  3 

we know when you say (Redacted).  4 

A.   [11:57:35] Yes. 5 

Q.   [11:57:47] Very well.  So (Redacted).  That's something that you have just 6 

confirmed.  So there was a will among the people who were in place to try to give 7 

training to the people who were present. 8 

Now my question is as follows:  Were there other (Redacted)? 9 

A.   [11:58:12] In (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

Q.   [11:58:37] Very well.  So there were also former soldiers, so former FACA? 13 

A.   [11:58:43] Yes, the FACA who were among the ranks who (Redacted). 14 

Q.   [11:58:50] Very well.  Thank you for this clarification. 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  19 

Q.   [11:59:35] So when it comes to the elements who were there, did (Redacted) 20 

listen to them within the framing of (Redacted)?  Did they listen to (Redacted) 21 

during the (Redacted)? 22 

A.   [11:59:48] It was a bit difficult.  It was difficult because they came from a 23 

civilian life.  And because of the catastrophe, they had taken up weapons.  And to 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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Q.   [12:00:19] Now, you say that some of them came from civilian life.  Did that 1 

mean that some of them were unfamiliar with certain military concepts, such as the 2 

chain of command? 3 

A.   [12:00:37] They had never held a weapon in their hands, not a single time, and 4 

then all of a sudden they had weapons and were going to the Seleka.  So even for 5 

them to present their weapons, that was difficult.  It was difficult. 6 

Q.   [12:01:09] So they didn't really respect the (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted); is that correct? 8 

A.   [12:01:17] Much more.  That's right. 9 

Q.   [12:01:26] When you say "much more" does that mean thanks to (Redacted) they 10 

listened better? 11 

A.   [12:01:33] Yes. 12 

Q.   [12:01:42] Very well. 13 

Now, when (Redacted), the various ranks that were given to people, were they often 14 

self-attributed; in other words, did people give themselves their rank? 15 

A.   [12:02:11] They were the stripes or the rank that each person within his team 16 

thought.  Some were captains, some were commanders, some were colonels.  They 17 

were there with their ranks, with their insignia. 18 

Q.   [12:02:40] Very well. 19 

I would like to read something out to you.  Tab 39 on our list, CAR-D33-0006-0390. 20 

And this element has already been submitted.  It's a public document.  It can be 21 

shown to the witness. 22 

This is page 0393, entitled "Refugees who have become" -- this is -- the book is called 23 

"République Centrafricaine" and I would like to read out the second paragraph.  It 24 

begins with the words "Les combattants":  25 
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"The Seleka combatants did not recognise any hierarchical authority and their 1 

military culture was such that they preferred ranks such as captain, colonel and 2 

general, ranks that they granted themselves.  One might see a colonel sitting at the 3 

back -- in the back of a pickup truck with a captain rather comfortably seated in the 4 

passenger seat of a vehicle driven by a general!  5 

The executives and senior administrative officials were of no importance to the 6 

new -- these new masters." 7 

My question, Mr Witness:  Once -- once (Redacted) and they had their various ranks, 8 

could they explain to (Redacted) where these ranks came from, because this article 9 

says that they granted themselves their ranks? 10 

A.   [12:05:12] I believe that paragraph -- well, I see this.  It's in keeping with I've 11 

already said. 12 

Q.   [12:05:20] It was just to specify.  So you're confirming that when you talk about 13 

ranks, people didn't know where the ranks came from and the ranks were 14 

self-granted? 15 

A.   [12:05:38] Mm-hmm. 16 

Q.   [12:05:38] Does "mm-hmm" mean, yes? 17 

A.   [12:05:42] Yes. 18 

Q.   [12:05:44] Now you mention some missions d'appui, support missions.  And in 19 

those missions, the ranks were self-attributed as well. 20 

A.   [12:06:01] Of course.  Yes. 21 

Q.   [12:06:04] Thank you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:06:11] Do we still need to be in private session, 23 

Ms Naouri? 24 

MS NAOURI:  [12:06:16](Interpretation) I was wondering about that.  Because I am 25 
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basing myself on the personal experience of the witness and (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) and I think it might be best to stay in private session for a little while yet 2 

and then I don't -- well, I don't want any blunders.  And then after that we can go 3 

into open session.   4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:06:39] Carry on. 5 

MS NAOURI:  [12:06:43] But my next question... 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:06:48] No, I was saying, "Carry on". 7 

MS NAOURI:  [12:06:52](Interpretation) 8 

Q.   [12:06:53] Mr Witness, my next question is about Camp Béal. 9 

Amongst these various elements who had self-attributed ranks there were 10 

communication problems such that a mediator was required; correct? 11 

A.   [12:07:09] Yes.  There was a communications problem.  You see, no one went 12 

into the camp without -- without having data, information. 13 

Q.   [12:07:37] Could you be more specific?  What do you mean by that, when you 14 

said that * no one went into the camp without having information? 15 

A.   [12:07:48] Authorised.  Authorised. 16 

Q.   [12:07:52] Very well.  So there were some elements who entered Camp Béal 17 

without being authorised, is that what you're telling us? 18 

A.   [12:08:00] Yes. 19 

Q.   [12:08:10] If I put it to you Captain Djamed, what was his role?  Was he a 20 

mediator within Camp Béal?  21 

A.   [12:08:22] Captain Djamed -- that's his name. 22 

Q.   [12:08:26] Yes. 23 

A.   [12:08:29] He was the commander of the site.  He -- he came back.  He was 24 

appointed because the other one who was commanding lost value and he was 25 
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relieved of his duties, even Captain Djamed.  (Redacted) when he left. 1 

Q.   [12:08:56] Very well.  I would like to read something out to you from your 2 

previous statement -- 1.4, tab 1.4.  Tab 1, English version. 3 

* CAR-OTP-2127-9323, page 9327. I'm interested in paragraph 17 and the end of the 4 

paragraph.   5 

You said:  "The third in command was Captain Djamed.  He was Central African.  6 

His role was mainly to mediate amongst the Seleka at Camp Béal by resolving minor 7 

issues amongst them." 8 

So my question:  Could you tell us more about this role he played as a mediator?  9 

That is what interests me.  10 

A.   [12:10:06] The mediator, well, that means he -- well, the service was -- he was 11 

the commander of the site.  So everything that went on at Camp Béal, he was 12 

one -- the one who was there to tell the hierarchy about everything that he might 13 

observe -- atrocities, damage here and there.  He would go and meet with them. 14 

Q.   [12:10:59] Very well.  So if I've understood correctly, there was much dissent 15 

amongst the various people at Camp Béal -- I beg your pardon, Mr Witness? 16 

A.   [12:11:12] That's right. 17 

Q.   [12:11:18] I would like to read something else out to you.  Tab 40 on our list.  18 

Tab 40.  CAR-OTP-2081-0496.   19 

And this can be shown to the witness.  It's a public document.   20 

This is something -- this is testimony by an expert before a subcommittee in the 21 

United States, the US Congress, dated 19 November 2013.  I will read it out in 22 

English and you will receive a French translation in your head set from our 23 

interpreters. 24 

I didn't give the page.  0530 is the page number. 25 
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If you could scroll down please. 1 

I'm trying to guide you because I did a cut and paste in my own document here. 2 

Following page, please, 0531.  I was a little bit generous when I prepared the 3 

reference numbers.  Perfect.  You were there. 4 

Second paragraph under the first heading. 5 

It reads as follows: 6 

(Speaks English) "There had always been little internal cohesion within the Seleka 7 

movement.  Seleka came into being as a coalition of fighters from long-running and 8 

historically-opposed rebel groups and remained fractious, with troops loyal to 9 

individual commanders with only a loose hierarchy." 10 

(Interpretation) And then if we could go to the sixth paragraph. 11 

Just for a translation.  It speaks of loyal troops to individual -- individual -- people 12 

loyal to their individual commanders with only a loose hierarchy.  The sixth 13 

paragraph, which reads as follows:  14 

(Speaks English) "[..] the lack of internal control makes it difficult for political 15 

leadership to reign in the remnants of the movement." 16 

(Interpretation) So my question to you, Mr Witness, has to do with this very loose 17 

hierarchy and the fact that the troops were loyal to individual commanders.  Did 18 

(Redacted) that at Camp Béal? 19 

A.   [12:15:16] Of course.  It was truly what you have said.  That is indeed correct, 20 

because there was a general who lived not far from Camp Béal and he reigned with 21 

his people all the time with his initiatives.  All the time elements would leave 22 

Camp Béal, go cause problems and go -- after that, they would go to him and report 23 

back to him, because he didn't live very far away from there.  I believe that's what 24 

(Redacted). 25 
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Q.   [12:16:15] Thank you.  Thank you for giving that example. 1 

And when (Redacted) at Camp Béal, President Djotodia also went to Camp Béal, isn't 2 

that so?  And we're talking about the beginning of the arrival of the Seleka troops, 3 

just to give you a time frame. 4 

A.   [12:16:31] Yes.  He would come.  He would come and (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) the General Abdel Karim Moussa, deputy chief of staff, who lived not very 7 

far away from Camp Béal, that's -- they would go by.  They would -- he would go 8 

and talk to them, give them advice about the atrocities committed, the violence.  He 9 

would observe that and then afterwards he would leave again.  More than two or 10 

three times (Redacted) come into Camp Béal. 11 

Q.   [12:17:36] Very well.  And the purpose of his visits was to tell the elements to 12 

disarm, isn't that so? 13 

A.   [12:17:43] Frankly, he was a man who was to take -- who should have taken 14 

power and worked normally.  But the ones who were with him in power neglected 15 

him and, going by their behaviour, their behaviour was truly the behaviour of 16 

anarchists.  And if he was to leave -- 17 

Q.   [12:18:19] You just said that it was anarchy.  So the elements didn't listen to 18 

Djotodia; is that right? 19 

A.   [12:18:26] Yes.  Yes. 20 

Q.   [12:18:33] So the political leaders like Djotodia did not initially have any impact 21 

on these elements; correct? 22 

A.   [12:18:43] Indeed.  When he would come, he would talk, and then he would 23 

leave, and then that would be a different story. 24 

Q.   [12:19:04] Mr Witness, I would like to read something else to you.  This is 25 
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something that another OTP witness told us. 1 

Tab 31 of our list -- 31.  31.3 for the English version.  CAR-OTP-2074-0041-R03, 2 

page 0047, paragraph 36.   3 

And this has been formally submitted.  It shouldn't be shown to the witness or to the 4 

public. 5 

Now, this person said, paragraph 36, and I will read it in a way not to identify 6 

anyone:   7 

"[...] Djotodia had to face opposition of several Seleka members when he tried to 8 

establish order amongst the Seleka troops.  Colonel Kader Abchanab, for example, 9 

told Djotodia that he was not going to take orders from him insofar as Djotodia had 10 

not provided weapons to the Seleka during the rebellion.  He was just the president 11 

'on paper' because he was the most educated.  Djotodia was refused a luxury official 12 

car by the Seleka and this led to some discontent amongst the people surrounding 13 

him." 14 

Now, (Redacted) to what this  15 

witness has described to us?  16 

A.   [12:20:56] (Redacted) that president and he -- he travelled, well, not with a 17 

luxury vehicle.  He was operational in that way.  Sometimes he would come in 18 

a -- a car of some kind and then he would leave.  Even sometimes in a 4x4, he would 19 

drive around.  (Redacted). 20 

Q.   [12:21:33] Very well.  Did (Redacted) any colonel such as Colonel Kader 21 

objecting or not listening to the instructions from President Djotodia?  If you 22 

remember. 23 

A.   [12:21:55] (Redacted) to the disarmament.  President  24 

Djotodia decided that all those who had accompanied had to lay down their weapons.  25 
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And that's why he -- people didn't want to accept that.  That's why he tried to take 30, 1 

30, 30, 30 from the sites to train a company of 120 men and have them at the palace so 2 

that those people could go to the commanders of the sites and get the weapons back.  3 

They didn't agree.  And they said, as you just repeated -- they said when he -- they 4 

brought their weapons.  Djotodia hadn't given them weapons.  So each person 5 

refused categorically to lay down their weapon.  And, so, he left and that was that 6 

for the initiative of the president, admittedly. 7 

Q.   [12:23:19] Thank you for that information, Mr Witness. 8 

Just before we go into open session -- no, we can go into open session.  We can go 9 

into open session if you are in agreement. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:23:43] Madam Court Officer, can we go into open 11 

session, please. 12 

(Open session at 12.24 p.m.) 13 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:24:00] We are in open session, Madam President, your 14 

Honours. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:24:00] Thank you.   16 

Ms Naouri, please continue putting your questions. 17 

MS NAOURI:  [12:24:05](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam President. 18 

Q.   [12:24:09] Once again to discuss Camp Béal, okay. 19 

A.   [12:24:14] Yes. 20 

Q.   [12:24:15] At one point the people who were at Camp Béal all the ones who have 21 

received training were sent -- were they sent elsewhere; and, if so, where were they 22 

sent? 23 

A.   [12:24:35] Much more to Berengo. 24 

Q.   [12:24:42] And in Bangui?25 
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A.   [12:24:44] In Bangui, Camp Kassaï. 1 

Q.   [12:24:47] And other camps? 2 

A.   [12:24:51] The RDOT camp, they were based just there.  There was no training. 3 

Q.   [12:25:09] To your knowledge in these other camps, did some elements continue 4 

to receive training? 5 

A.   [12:25:17] Particularly at the RDOT camp.  There was a former soldier who was 6 

in command there, so he -- he trained the ones who were suitable for the army.  He 7 

would -- he was training them. 8 

Q.   [12:25:45] Very well.  I'd like us to discuss the location of Camp Béal within 9 

Bangui.  Yesterday, T-107, page 14, lines 12 to 15, in response to a question "Where is 10 

Camp Béal?", you responded saying this:  11 

"Camp Béal is almost in the town.  {PFR: (Redacted)} 12 

So Camp Béal, I'd like to specify its exact location. Is it on Avenue des Martyrs;  13 

correct? 14 

A.   [12:26:34] Correct. 15 

Q.   [12:26:36] Very well.  Go ahead please? 16 

A.   [12:26:37] Opposite the community hospital. 17 

Q.   [12:26:43] I'd like to show you a map, Mr Witness.  This is tab 80 on our list.  18 

This is not submitted.  CAR-D33-0014-1215.  This is a map that the UN drew before 19 

the events of 2013.  Here we see the deployment of MINURCA within Bangui.   20 

And on this map you can see a blue dot, and it indicates Camp Béal along 21 

Avenue des Martyrs.   22 

Would you like me to zoom in further or is that okay with you, Mr Witness?  Please 23 

tell us. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:27:54] Would counsel want the court officer to 25 
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assist the witness in any way? 1 

MS NAOURI:  [12:28:02](Interpretation) Not for this map.  There won't be any 2 

annotation because the UN did indicate Camp Béal with a dot.  I would just like to 3 

ask the witness whether the location on this map, which shows Camp Béal along 4 

Avenue des Martyrs, whether --  5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:28:27] (Interpretation) Shall we zoom in, because we can 6 

barely see it and I fear --  7 

MS NAOURI:  [12:28:35](Interpretation) Sorry.  Yes, you could zoom in.  That 8 

would be very useful.  Thank you, court officer. 9 

THE WITNESS:  [12:28:44](Interpretation) Yes. 10 

MS NAOURI:  [12:28:47](Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [12:28:48] When we zoom in it's a bit pixilated, but I think you can see the blue 12 

dot, Camp Béal.  And it seems to be on Avenue des Martyrs. 13 

A.   [12:29:01] Right.  I see that. 14 

Q.   [12:29:03] Great.  Can you confirm that in 2013 that was also the location of 15 

Camp Beal?  16 

A.   [12:29:13] Camp Béal has remained where it is. 17 

Q.   [12:29:16] Great. 18 

I'd like to request formal submission of this document. 19 

And I would like to show you another document, Mr Witness.  Also a map.  And 20 

this is why I was going so quickly.  I was going to ask if you could be given a pen to 21 

annotate this next item, CAR-D33-0014-1213.   22 

This is a Google Earth screenshot and it dates back to 2024. 23 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:30:07] Message from the interpreter:  The tab number 24 

seems to have fallen by the wayside. 25 
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MS NAOURI:  [12:30:14](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [12:30:15] So you can see the large avenue that cuts across in the middle.  That 2 

is Avenue des Martyrs. 3 

If you can't answer, that's not a problem.  But could you show us where Camp Béal 4 

is, in relation to Camp Béal, the road, or the avenue that's going on the diagonal 5 

across this map.  Could you circle Camp Béal for us.  You can see the "H" to help 6 

you.  There's a "H", and that's general hospital at the very bottom, towards the right.  7 

Just to guide you a bit. 8 

A.   [12:31:04] Yes, I see that. 9 

Q.   [12:31:07] "H" is the general hospital.  Then we have the big road, the diagonal.   10 

Now, if we look at this aerial screenshot, can you show us where Camp Béal is? 11 

Perhaps we can zoom in close to the general hospital, towards the -- the gendarmerie 12 

headquarters.  That part is less useful. 13 

Mr Witness, you can see the "H" which represents the general hospital.  Can you see 14 

Camp Béal on Avenue des Martyrs? 15 

Mr Witness, I gave you a bit of time.  This is an aerial shot, so if you don't see it it's 16 

not a problem, but I wanted to try to determine whether you could see it or not.  17 

That's all. 18 

A.   [12:32:50] I can't quite make out or find -- 19 

Q.   [12:32:55] No problem.  We're not going to insist.  We'll leave it at that for this 20 

particular map.   21 

And we wish to request formal submission of this map and then we'll go on to 22 

something else? 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:33:09] Just for the record, can you give us the 24 

tab number.  I know you gave the reference number, but the tab number, for the 25 
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record? 1 

MS NAOURI:  [12:33:18](Interpretation) You're right, your Honour.  I am asking for 2 

the formal submission of 84, tab 84 on our list.   3 

And I've finished with this document. 4 

Q.   [12:33:38] I'd now like to speak about the number of staff at Camp Béal. 5 

Now, you told us that there were three to a minimum of seven people who were 6 

present.  And this is lines 16 to 23. 7 

At what time -- so when did you make this estimation?  Was it during 2013? 8 

A.   [12:34:10] {ICR: (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)} 17 

MS NDAGIRE:  [12:35:29] I hesitate to intervene at this point.  I note that we are still 18 

in open session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:35:34] Yes, we are.   20 

Shall we go into private session, please, Madam Court Officer. 21 

MS NAOURI:  [12:35:40](Interpretation) Thank you, colleague. 22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:35:43] And the English interpreter notes an error on 23 

page 61 of the English transcript concerning the number of soldiers.  The figure in 24 

the French transcript is 3,907 -- 3,907.  25 
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(Private session at 12.36 p.m.) 1 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:36:09] We are in private session, Madam President, your 2 

Honours. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:36:11] Thank you very much.   4 

Ms Naouri, please continue with your questions. 5 

MS NAOURI:  [12:36:16](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour. 6 

Q.   [12:36:17] So I was waiting for the end of your answer and I would like to show 7 

you a document, witness.  And this is tab 11 on our list CAR-OTP-2082-0476.  This 8 

can be shown to the witness. 9 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:36:54] 0471, just for the record.  Tab 11 is 471.  Maybe 10 

tab ... 13 is 0476, and I heard the Defence counsel stating 0476, hence my request for 11 

clarification.  Thank you. 12 

MS NAOURI:  [12:37:22](Interpretation) I'm going to check as well if I didn't make 13 

any mistake. 14 

So you're right.  I didn't make a mistake in the ERN.  It was the wrong tab number.  15 

It's tab number 13.   16 

So it is -- you're going to see it in the list that was provided to the Office of the 17 

Prosecutor, "Companies of Colonel Abdullah Kossi" from Camp Béal.  And it's the 24 18 

May 2013.  And on this first page I see that there's handwritten writing.  And it says, 19 

"Theoretical 3907, 2nd company 306" as the number of elements who were 20 

numbers -- troop numbers, theoretical troop numbers. 21 

And I would now go to the other page of this document -- the next page, 4077.  And 22 

if we go to the bottom of the page, you can see:  23 

"Number of officers and sub officers: 60".   24 

And if you --  25 
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"Men of the ranks: 245  1 

Total: 305" 2 

So: 3 

"NB: we draw up the present definitive list as 305 elements without cases of sickness, 4 

absence or other areas." 5 

And in order to complete what I said, I'm going to show you part of the previous 6 

statement that you gave to the Office of the Prosecutor.   7 

And this is tab 1.4 of our list at CAR-OTP-2127-9323.  And page R03, 9342.  It's not 8 

submitted.  It can be shown to the witness.   9 

And in paragraph 102 thereof what you state is that where it concerns the list that 10 

we've just seen, CAR-OTP -- on the CAR-OTP-2082-0476 you can see, theoretical:  11 

"'Theoretical numbers 3907'.  This is an estimate of the total number of soldiers in the 12 

Seleka initially based in Camp Béal on the arrival of the Seleka.  (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted)  15 

So if I understand it, (Redacted). 16 

A.   [12:40:51] Yes, indeed. 17 

Q.   [12:40:59] So, (Redacted) carry out a census of all these people? 18 

A.   [12:41:03] Well, in taking a census, what (Redacted) was make a total of 3,907 19 

people.  And, so, for Abdullah Kossi's section that was 305 for his section alone. 20 

Q.   [12:41:22] So very good.  So this census or survey (Redacted) it on the basis of 21 

what the commanders said, what they (Redacted)? 22 

A.   [12:41:33] Yes, that is correct. 23 

Q.   [12:41:37] Very well.  Now it's clear.   24 

And just some clarifications with regards to the list.  This was at tab 13 of our list.  25 
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There are missing pages from this document.  It's -- it's not complete.  If I show you 1 

the list, would that help you?   2 

So this is tab 13, CAR-OTP-2082-0476. 3 

Now, if you look at the first page, the number of the people, you've got 27 people -- 25 4 

people.   5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:42:45] Corrects the interpreter.  Twenty-five people.  6 

MS NAOURI:  [12:42:47] 7 

Q.   [12:42:47] And on the second page, we only have two pages.  You see at the 8 

start, if you go back up, the first number is 278.  So we only have two pages.  We 9 

are missing the pages between 25 at -- so if we go down we're going to see figure at 10 

the bottom of the document -- 305, if I remember.  Yeah, 305. 11 

So, do you have the full document, because we only have the first and last pages of 12 

this document? 13 

A.   [12:43:40] Well, it's lost somewhere.  I could be able to find it here or there in 14 

order to try to shed light on this for the Court.  But that is the handicap that there is 15 

here.  This part's lost. 16 

Q.   [12:44:10] I was waiting for everything you said to appear in the transcript.   17 

So what you're telling us, and that's why we have the first page and the last, and 18 

that's amply sufficient.   19 

So were there commanders who (Redacted) the amount of men they had?  These 20 

people, did they have a tendency to exaggerate the number of people under their 21 

charge because then they would be more respected? 22 

A.   [12:44:48] Well, the numbers that they (Redacted) are what (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) so that there was discipline, so that discipline could be  24 

carried out, so that discipline could be installed and so people could know what 25 
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discipline was.  Because discipline -- when they were disciplined they wouldn't 1 

commit a lot of acts.  So the president would come to (Redacted) to observe the 2 

behaviour.  And that was it. 3 

Q.   [12:45:33] So I will read to you what a witness told us who came to the hearing.   4 

And this is the French edited transcript, so T-92, and it's page 37 - it's 5 

confidential - lines 19 to 24.  I'll say it in a non-identifying way.   6 

Now, this person states, says the following:   7 

"In the world of work of the Seleka in their respective bases, if you have a lot of 8 

soldiers and there are some who don't have many soldiers, you will be feared.  And 9 

that's what was the most important thing, having more force so that they could work, 10 

having more force than the others.  But when you had a lot of soldiers, then others 11 

are going to fear you.  You're going to be feared.  But they're still under the 12 

command of the person in charge of the country." 13 

What do you think of what this person said? 14 

A.   [12:46:51] Yes, it's because other chiefs who had too many soldiers, or too many 15 

troops, they -- or too many men, they were feared.  They were feared because you 16 

observe a behaviour or you see one of these men.  For example -- I'll give you an 17 

example.  In the camp of a war chief there was another person who had taken a 18 

stone to stone someone else, and within the framework of (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted).  So if there's an act like that in the group,  20 

then (Redacted).  They would take the person who was stoning the other one and we 21 

would take the sick person or the injured person.  He would be put on a cart and the 22 

person who had stoned that person would accompany that person to the hospital.  23 

And when they arrived at the hospital, necessarily, (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted).   25 
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In the meantime, when the police started to be able to respond to security, then 1 

(Redacted).  And there was a general commissioner (Redacted) called "SIM bloquée".  2 

And (Redacted), he would send his men who would come directly to the hospital.  3 

They would get this person and they would go and put that person in jail.  And 4 

that's how they started by reducing the violence between them.  And that was what 5 

the witness said.  I confirm that. 6 

Q.   [12:49:30] It's a very interesting example.  Thank you, witness. 7 

So I'm going to come back to a question with regards to the numbers of men.  And 8 

I'm going to show you a document.   9 

We're going to take over that, court officer.   10 

But it's 51 in our notification list.  CAR-OTP-2069-0332.  It's already submitted.  I'm 11 

going to show it to the witness.  CAR-OTP-2069-0332.  It's a table carried out by the 12 

commission for the identification and registering of Seleka elements and FACA 13 

elements between May and December 2013, and the aim of which was to identify 14 

Seleka who wanted to take up civilian life again and those who wished to join the 15 

FACA.   16 

And I'm wondering if it can't be shown on evidence 2. 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:50:39] (Interpretation) Yes.  The Defence have control 18 

of evidence channel 2. 19 

MS NAOURI:  [12:50:48](Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [12:50:49] So to help you, witness, on the consul that you have in front of you, 21 

you can press the bottom where it is written "Evidence 2".  And the court officer is 22 

going to help you such that it is easier for you.  23 

Do you see the document, witness?  24 

A.   [12:51:33] This document, it's the first time that I've seen this document. 25 
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Q.   [12:51:39] Yes, it's normal.  I'm the one showing it to you.  But you can see it.   1 

So what I wanted to show you is that if you look at the fifth tab on the table, it's 2 

entitled "Sheet 2".  If you look at line 7, or number 7, it's written "Camp Béal".  The 3 

number is "1093".   4 

What do you think of this figure?  I would remind you that this is a table of 5 

identification and registering of Seleka elements and FACA elements between May 6 

and December 2013.  7 

A.   [12:52:35] Yes, it is a real number.  After the others had left for Camp Kassaï, 8 

some joined the RDOT.  Others went to the other one, Berengo.  And this is the 9 

number that stayed. 10 

Q.   [12:53:03] Very well.  Now, you told us a moment ago that there were elements 11 

who left Camp Béal who came back.  Was that an obstacle to any type of survey or 12 

census of the elements in Camp Béal?   13 

And here I'm referring to page 49 in the transcript, lines 14 to 22 of the transcript, 14 

particularly within the framework of the anarchy you have described.  15 

A.   [12:53:36] Yes, I would clarify that when (Redacted), each person, or each of the 16 

chiefs would bring their men and they would go to patrol as they saw fit.  And when 17 

they left they wouldn't leave people behind necessarily.  And sometimes that would 18 

leave nobody at the control post. 19 

Q.   [12:54:05] Very well.  Thank you, witness.  I've finished with regards to 20 

Camp Béal.  I'm not going to come back to the Palais de la Rennaissance.  I'm going to 21 

put a few targeted questions to you concerning the OCRB. 22 

Now the question that I'd like to put to you is -- well, you said in transcript T-105, 23 

page 30, lines 24, to page 33, line 2.  24 

I think I've got it wrong in my reference.  Hang on. 25 
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No, it's good.   1 

So you were asked a question about Nouradine.  That doesn't appear in the question.  2 

So what you say concerning Nouradine: "What was he doing at the OCRB?"  3 

And you answered:  4 

"He was the person who was giving orders, orders that were given out.  He made 5 

them -- distributed further down the line.  And when he brought somebody in a car, 6 

(Redacted) to lock the person up as soon as possible.  (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) to a security cell in order to keep him there".  End of quote. 8 

So the fact that he (Redacted) people in the car, that's something that (Redacted), was 9 

it not?  10 

A.   [12:56:03] Well, I have to tell you that he -- he reflected the security.  So what he 11 

lived outside, what he experienced, he would tell to President Djotodia.  As such, 12 

when in his patrols he discovered a situation of violence, of crimes, then he would 13 

automatically bring that to the unit for the repression of banditry, and then he would 14 

entrust that to the police, the national police, or to the Seleka who were in support.  15 

So -- so he would split the investigations like that. 16 

Q.   [12:57:07] So what you are telling us is because he was the minister of security, 17 

that was part of his mission as minister of security? 18 

A.   [12:57:16] Yes, yes.  He came every day, even at night.  Night and day, he was 19 

always there. 20 

Q.   [12:57:29] So, but my question is:  The fact that he brought people, (Redacted) 21 

him bring people (Redacted)? 22 

A.   [12:57:38] What I'm telling you is that (Redacted), he would come and he would 23 

leave people, two times (Redacted) bring men twice who he had picked up in his 24 

patrols and brought them to leave them with the repression unit. 25 
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Q.   [12:58:10] Very well.  So I wanted to put to you an excerpt from your statement.  1 

I was hesitating but I think it might be necessary.   2 

I will quote your statement at tab 1.4 on our notification list, and tab 1 in the English 3 

version.  CAR-OTP-2127-9323.  And this is paragraph 63 that I'm interested in.  4 

CAR-OTP-2127-9323. 5 

And it overlaps, page 9335, 9336:   6 

"Sometimes Nouradine Adam brought prisoners to the OCRB.  I know this because 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) Nouradine Adam came twice with detainees (Redacted)." 9 

I'll repeat it here.  What you say in your statement: 10 

(Redacted) Nouradine Adam coming with detainees (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) it was at night-time." 12 

And you state:  13 

"The first time, he was brought" -- sorry, "The first time he came with an armed 14 

robber." 15 

Or he brought an armed robber.   16 

"And the second time he brought a thief.  On both occasions, Noureddine Adam 17 

came in a vehicle and he remained seated in the vehicle while his men brought 18 

prisoners to be registered.  For the robber, (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) took him to the court and the prosecutor [pardoned] his  20 

incarceration at Ngaragba" -- "ordered his incarceration.  With regards to the thief, 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted).  It was another Seleka who took him.  The Seleka who had taken the 23 

thief to the court (Redacted) afterwards that he had been transferred to the Ngaragba 24 

prison." 25 
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So my question is simple:  Do you confirm what I've just said was in your previous 1 

statement? 2 

A.   [13:01:29] That is what -- under the command of Mahamat Said, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted).  That's right. 4 

Q.   [13:01:40] Very well.  So what I read out to you is correct? 5 

A.   [13:01:45] It's correct, normal.  That's what I said. 6 

MS NAOURI:  [13:01:52](Interpretation) I see the time, Madam President.  I believe 7 

it's time for the lunch break.  I'm in your hands. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [13:02:00] Yes.  Mr Witness, we're going to end with 9 

your testimony here today.  Like I did yesterday, I'll advise that you do not discuss 10 

your testimony with anybody when you leave this courtroom.  We'll see you again 11 

tomorrow and you'll still be on oath.   12 

So I rise the Court for 9:30 tomorrow morning, please.  Thank you. 13 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:02:21] All rise. 14 

(The hearing ends in private session at 1.02 p.m.) 15 
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