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International Criminal Court1 

Trial Chamber V2 

Situation:  Central African Republic II3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard4 

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/185 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács,6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung and Judge Beti Hohler7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 18 

Monday, 15 July 20249 

(The hearing starts in open session at 10.02 a.m.)10 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:02:42] All rise.  11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.  12 

Please be seated.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:02:57] Good morning, everyone.14 

Court officer, please call the case.15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:03:12] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II in the case of the Prosecutor versus Alfred17 

Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.18 

And for the record, we are in open session19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:26] Thank you. 20 

The appearances of the parties, please.  Mr Vanderpuye, first.21 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:03:32] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 22 

Good morning, everyone.  Good morning, Mr Witness.  23 

Today, the Prosecution is represented by Yassin Mostfa and myself, Kweku24 

Vanderpuye.  Good morning, again.25 
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MS RABESANDRATANA:  [10:03:51](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour. 1

Good morning, everyone.  Good morning, Mr Witness.  The legal representatives of2

victims 2 are represented by Evelyne Ombeni and myself, Elisabeth Rabesandratana.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:06] Exactly like that.4

Mr Suprun.5

MR SUPRUN:  [10:04:10] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning,6

your Honours.  The former child soldiers are represented today by Anne Grabowski7

and myself, Dmytro Suprun.  Thank you.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:21] Thank you. 9

The Defence of Mr Yekatom, Ms Guissé, please.10

MS GUISSÉ:  [10:04:27](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 11

Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom today.  He has the assistance of Lina12

Hammi and myself, Anta Guissé.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:42] Mr Knoops next.14

MR KNOOPS:  [10:04:43] A very good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 15

Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.  16

Good morning, Mr Witness.  17

Mr Ngaïssona is assisted today by, in the first row on the right side, Ms Chiara18

Giudici, Lauriane Vandeler; on the left side, Christian González; in the second row,19

Michael Rowse, Mr Mathias Goffe and Lehna Guidou. 20

And Mr Ngaïssona is in the courtroom.  21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:05:12] Thank you very much,22

Mr Knoops. 23

And, most importantly, we have a new witness in the courtroom. 24

Good morning, Mr Ouébio.  I hope you are feeling well.25
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WITNESS:  CAR-D30-P-4679 1

(The witness speaks French)2

THE WITNESS:  [10:05:25](Interpretation) Good morning,3

Mr President. 4

I feel all right, not great, but I'm here to answer your questions.  No problem.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:05:32] Indeed.  And what is important is that6

you are here.  You are welcomed by the Chamber.  You are called here to assist this7

Chamber in the case of the Prosecutor v. Mr Ngaïssona and Mr Yekatom.8

There should be a card on the desk in front of you, Mr Witness, to make the solemn9

undertaking.  I would like to ask you to read this card out aloud.10

THE WITNESS:  [10:05:56](Interpretation) Solemn declaration:  I declare that I shall11

tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:06:09] Thank you, Mr Ouébio. 13

This means, as you surely understand, that you are under oath.  Everything you say14

must be correct, and you cannot omit anything.  You answer every question that is15

put to you truthfully and fully truthfully.  16

Before we start with your testimony, there is a practical matter.  You see that17

everything we say here is written down and interpreted into various languages and18

this means that we all have to speak at perhaps a slower pace than we would19

normally do.  And please, Mr Witness, only start speaking when the person who20

asks you a question has finished, and perhaps wait two or three seconds.  21

I think that will do for the moment, and I give the floor then to the Defence of22

Mr Ngaïssona, Mr Knoops.23

MR KNOOPS:  [10:07:04] Thank you very much, Mr President. 24

Just to introduce our examination to the Chamber and the parties and participants,25
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Ms Vandeler will most likely use the full day today to go through the whereabouts of1

the witness in 2013, after which I will go into the Defence materials, and specifically2

various Facebook messages.  3

Our expectation is, Mr President, that we will at least use today, tomorrow and part4

of Wednesday, maybe the first two sessions Wednesday. 5

I just alert it to the Chamber, in light of also the time the Prosecution needs, that there6

might be a moment that the Court could consider reduced lunch breaks, because we7

estimated 10 hours, but you see our binder is quite some material and we might8

exceed the 10 hours, depending, of course, on the pace of the examination.  But I9

think it's important and transparent to the Chamber to, at the outset, explain our10

composition of the examination and the time frame.  So we might need more time11

than we expected.  It might go to 12 hours.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:08:14] Mr Vanderpuye can, of course, not tell us13

what he has in his mind.  It's too early, I think, to ask him.14

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:08:21] I'm always eager to share, Mr President.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:08:23] I know, but because of that I at least try,16

yes.17

MR VANDERPUYE:  [10:08:28] Well, I plan to -- I'm going to try to reduce the18

amount of my expected examination substantially.  Obviously it depends on the19

scope of the direct examination, but I anticipate, like has been in the past, it will be20

substantially less than we have estimated.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:08:46] So let's do it this way:  We have started22

today a little bit later, then this means that the second session will end at half past 1. 23

I suggest that we continue at 2.30 and have a normal day, so to speak, and finish at24

four. 25
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From tomorrow on, we also contemplate extended hours, perhaps, and, as you said,1

Mr Knoops, reduced lunch breaks.  2

Let's say we start from tomorrow on - also, today and tomorrow and3

Wednesday - reduced lunch break, and we will see how far we get with that.  And4

Mr Vanderpuye will keep us abreast because we know we have to finish on Thursday. 5

Yes, this is clear.  6

So, Mr Knoops, it's -- no, it's -- Ms Vandeler, I think, you have the floor.7

MS VANDELER:  [10:09:36](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour, Mr President.8

QUESTIONED BY MS VANDELER: (Interpretation)9

Q.   [10:09:48] Good morning, Mr Witness.  I hope that you had a good trip and10

thank you for being with us today.  11

We know one another, we've met once before, and I am Lauriane Vandeler and I am12

part of the Ngaïssona Defence team.  Mr Knoops and I will be putting some13

questions to you today, tomorrow and Wednesday morning, and I'm the one who14

will be conducting the examination-in-chief, for most of today, perhaps all of today.  15

You are testifying without any protective measures; in other words, openly in public. 16

However, if you need to mention any sensitive topics or if you think you might say17

things that are very personal or very confidential, just tell me so and I will ask the18

Chamber if we can continue in private session for a few moments on an exceptional19

basis.20

Private session means that only the people in this courtroom can hear what we are21

saying and, of course, in that case, the public will not hear what is being said.22

As the Presiding Judge has just told you, it is important to speak slowly and to pause23

between question and answer because of the interpretation.  Perhaps count out a few24

moments in your head before answering.  We are both going to be speaking in25
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French and we may tend to speak a bit too quickly.  And I will also try to remember1

that rule myself.2

If a question is not clear, please don't hesitate to tell me so, and I will try to find3

another way to reword the question.  It's very important for you to understand the4

question properly before answering.5

Is everything clear so far?6

A.   [10:11:51] Everything is clear.7

Q.   [10:11:54] Thank you, Mr Witness.  8

We will now begin without any further ado because we have many questions for you. 9

First of all, some general questions about you, your identity, your schooling and your10

professional background.11

What is your full name, please?12

A.   [10:12:18] My full name is Ouébio Didier.13

Q.   [10:12:26] Thank you.  When were you born and where?14

A.   [10:12:32] I was born on 28 May 1968 in Bouar, in the Central African Republic.15

Q.   [10:12:51] And what is your religious faith?16

A.   [10:12:56] I'm a Christian.17

Q.   [10:13:05] Which ethnic group do you belong to?18

A.   [10:13:10] I belong to the Gbaya ethnic group.19

Q.   [10:13:26] Are you married?  Do you have children?20

A.   [10:13:30] I am living common law with my wife whom I paid a dowry for and I21

have five children.22

Q.   [10:13:49] So you were born in Bouar, and where did you grow up?  Also in23

Bouar?24

A.   [10:13:57] I was born in Bouar but I grew up in Bangui.25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-299-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 15-07-2024 6/93 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4679

15.07.2024          Page 7

Q.   [10:14:09] And which neighbourhood did you live in in Bangui with your1

family?2

A.   [10:14:19] I'm living in Cité XXIII now   -- Cité Jean XXIII. 3

Q.   [10:14:34] The time -- at the time of the events?4

A.   [10:14:38] At Cité Jean XXIII.5

Q.   [10:14:50] And did you study at university, and if so, what did you study?6

A.   [10:14:57] After doing my university degree in 1988, I went to a polytechnic.7

Q.   [10:15:11] Thank you.  Could you briefly explain your professional background8

to us? 9

A.   [10:15:24] Well, I was at the University of Bangui and then I did a number of10

competitions and testing as well.  * I was sent to Morocco, first of all to Kenitra, for11

military training and then in Marrakesh I did my specialised training.  That was in12

1989 and I finished in 1991.  First I did electronics, air navigation and communication13

system.  Then I went back to Bangui in 1991.  14

In 1996, I went back to Morocco for further education and training.  That went well. 15

And I came back, and I came back with a diploma in electronics and I continued to16

work as a maintenance technician and gradually, bit by bit, I assumed more17

responsibilities.  18

After that, we started to work on another model of aircraft and I went several times to19

Portugal to learn more about aircraft maintenance.  And from there, I went back to20

Bangui and we continued working on this aircraft.  21

And some of my co-workers had problems with President Bozizé.  So I was asked to22

work on the helicopter and to do maintenance on the helicopters and gradually, I23

became a co-pilot and then a pilot.  24

Right now I am a commander -- first, before, I was a lieutenant, now I'm25
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a commander, and I continue in the area of communications and transmission.1

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:17:33] Correction:  I am head of the transmission battalion2

in Bangui.3

MS VANDELER:  [10:17:39](Interpretation)4

Q.   [10:17:40] very well.  Just to clarify a few points.  What year and month did5

you begin working as a co-pilot on the president's helicopter?6

A.   [10:17:53] That was in 2012, I believe.  2012, in the month of August.  That's7

when I began working in that capacity.8

Q.   [10:18:04] And before then, did you know the president personally?9

A.   [10:18:13] He was the president of the republic, so I knew him as such, but10

not -- but not -- well, I don't know how to put it.11

Q.   [10:18:31] So you did not rub shoulders with him, so to speak, before 2012; is12

that correct?13

A.   [10:18:40] Correct.14

Q.   [10:18:47] And what were you in charge of specifically on this helicopter? 15

Were you trained to fly this helicopter?16

A.   [10:18:55] No, for maintenance I received training.  And I received an17

attestation for the helicopter, so I was able to work on it.18

Q.   [10:19:10] And who was the pilot of the helicopter?19

A.   [10:19:23] Beounde Claude.  Commander Beounde Claude.20

Q.   [10:19:27] What was the helicopter used for?21

A.   [10:19:32] It was used only for the travel of the former head of state, the22

president, within the country.23

Q.   [10:19:47] Was it a military helicopter or a personal helicopter belonging to24

François Bozize?25
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A.   [10:19:55] It was bought by the Central African Republic.  It had a military1

registration, * but it was being used for civilian purposes. It was used exclusively for2

the transportation of the President of the Republic.3

Q.   [10:20:14] Could you describe the helicopter to us?  Did it have weapons?4

A.   [10:20:22] It did not have weapons on it.  It was a Dauphin model, and it was5

not possible to mount weapons on it.  No, it didn't have any weapons. 6

Q. [10:20:45] So I understand that you only flew within the country on that helicopter. Which7 

areas in particular did you go to or what area did you fly within on that helicopter?8 

A.   [10:20:59] Generally, the former head of state - how should I put this? - he had9

a place in the -- inside the forest and he spent his weekends there.  So often we10

would fly there and then we would go back directly to Bangui, or we would go by11

way of Bossangoa, he had a residence there.  And he had another12

residence -- actually, we would go there.  And then he would return to Bangui. 13

Sometimes we would go by way of Bossembélé and then we would return to Bangui.  14

Q.   [10:21:45] How often would Mr François Bozize ask to use this helicopter?15

A.   [10:21:51] Every weekend usually.16

Q.   [10:22:02] And when he wanted to use the helicopter, would there be other17

people with him?18

A.   [10:22:08] Affirmative.  Often he went with his aide-de-camp, his butler,19

sometimes with one of his wives.20

Q.   [10:22:28] How many people could the helicopter take, maximum number of21

people -- passengers?22

A.   [10:22:39] There were 10 spots, but we couldn't have so many people in the23

helicopter with the former head of state; so there were -- we were able to take his wife,24

and in the middle, the aide-de-camp would sit.  Maybe two at the most.  So four25
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behind and then me and my colleague, for a total of six people in all.1

Q.   [10:23:14] Thank you for that information. 2

I would now like to ask you about the events that are of particular interest to us late3

2013, early 2014.  First of all, the months and day before the arrival of the Seleka in4

Bangui.5

* So if I've understood correctly, late 2012 to 2014, you were still the co pilot of6

Mr Bozizé's helicopter?7

A.   [10:23:51] Yes, indeed.8

Q.   [10:23:54] And Claude Beounde was still the pilot?9

A.   [10:23:59] He still was the pilot.10

Q.   [10:24:05] And in the months preceding the arrival of the Seleka in Bangui,11

November 2012 and March 2013, was the president able to go wherever he wanted to12

by using the helicopter as before?13

A.   [10:24:24] Yes, we were able to go places, but not everywhere, we always went14

to the same places, sometimes to Bouar, sometimes Bozoum and then we would15

always go back.16

Q.   [10:24:52] Were there already -- were there already places that were no-fly zones17

because of the Seleka's presence?  18

A.   [10:25:00] The helicopter had a limited range and some of the places that were19

further away, we couldn't go without refueling to do the complete trip.  So we20

would place our -- our fuel stores in various locations so that we could refuel and21

then continue along our way.22

Q.   [10:25:31] Very well.  But there never was any -- a time when you were not able23

to land or you decided not to land because perhaps it was too dangerous?24

A.   [10:25:46] Well, usually we look ahead and we ensure security and if -- and if it's25
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not safe, we don't go.1

Q.   [10:26:00] And when you saw the president and you would take the helicopter2

in the months before the Seleka arrived in Bangui, * between November 2012 and3

March 2013, would Mr Bozizé talk to you or to your colleague, Claude, about the4

situation in the country?5

A. [10:26:28] At the time, he was a head of state. One cannot have a chat with the head6

of state. We just took him to places he wanted to go and that was it. Nothing more7

than that.8

Q.   [10:26:43] Very well.  But as best you can remember, he never made any9

specific comments?10

A.   [10:26:50] No.11

Q.   [10:27:03] Could you tell us about the time just before the Seleka came in to12

Bangui and what you did?13

A.   [10:27:13] Just before the Seleka arrived in Bangui, the former head of state was14

in South Africa.  After he returned, we were asked to get the helicopter ready and to15

fuel it up, and we waited.  Around 1300 hours, he arrived at the airbase in Bangui. 16

From there, he asked that -- well, before the engine was turned on -- and there were17

South Africans, you see, including soldiers, and he said, "Okay, we get in, we get in."  18

They closed the doors and then we asked, "Where are we going?"  And he said then19

he had heard that behind the hill in Bangui, there were already Seleka who had20

infiltrated and he... 21

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:28:18] Inaudible.   22

THE WITNESS:  [10:28:20](Interpretation) Immediately he took off from the23

M'Poko-Bangui airport.  We headed west towards Mbaïki.24

MS VANDELER:  [10:28:33](Interpretation)25
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Q.   [10:28:34] I'm sorry, I'll just stop you for a moment, please, because I would like1

to show a map, and this might be helpful when you explain your itinerary.  But I do2

have one prior question; namely, when the president got there, was there someone3

else with him?  4

Did someone else come into the helicopter with him?5

A.   [10:28:56] It was him and one of his aides-de-camp.6

Q.   [10:29:12] And do you remember which aide-de-camp it was?7

A.   [10:29:16] No.8

Q.   [10:29:20] Was that the standard procedure?  He would get into the helicopter9

with a security officer?10

A.   [10:29:31] Exactly.  You might crash somewhere, and so there had to be11

a security person to evacuate the area -- to ensure our safety and then evacuate the12

area.13

Q.   [10:29:48] Could you explain the itinerary to us?  14

I would suggest that we put up a map on the screen.  This is a map that has been15

annotated and signed by another witness in this case.  So I would like to ask the16

court officer not to display the right-hand side, please just zoom into Bangui and the17

surrounding area.  18

This is map CAR-OTP-2082-0108, tab 17 of the Defence binder, tab 17, and this19

document can be shown in open court except for the margin, which has been20

annotated.  CAR-OTP-2082-0528, a map.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:11] Well, it's on the screen, you can ask the22

witness.23

MS VANDELER:  [10:31:15](Interpretation)24

Q.   [10:31:18] Yes, if we could view just a little bit further north of Boali, to view25
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Bossembélé, to be more exact.  There we go.  Thank you very much.1

Witness, can you see the map clearly on your screen?2

A.   [10:31:54] Yes.3

Q.   [10:31:56] Well, could you describe the route you took and what you saw en4

route?5

A.   [10:32:05] We departed from Bangui from the airport here and we headed6

westwards and climbed in altitude.  Once we gained in altitude, we returned to7

Bangui and then * we went towards the Bazoubangui hill, where there's also8

a location where one can resupply.  It was an area where one also can see cattle, and9

herders.  So we flew over this area to see what we could see, but we could not see10

much.  This was the day before 24 March.  We then continued along the Damara11

road -- above the Damara road, and then to the right of that road, over the bush, the12

full bush, but keeping an eye on the main road.  So we continued in this way until13

we got to Damara.  14

We saw absolutely nobody, not even a vehicle on the road, and upon arriving in the15

town or over the town of Damara, we went around Damara, we were flying at16

altitude at about 6,000 feet, we saw no one.  We saw no soldiers, no rebels, nobody,17

no.  We considered returning to Bangui, but the order was not to do so.  We18

returned to Bossembélé.  From there, on the GPS, we could see Bossembélé, and we19

continued on our trajectory as far as Bossembélé.  And -- sorry, we continued as far20

as Boali, and then decided to continue on to Bossembélé.  We kept the road to our21

right, keeping an eye on the road.  We saw no one.  22

Upon arriving in Bossembélé, we crossed over the Bossangoa road, and there is a site23

there, a former school, where weapons and vehicles are stored.  There is even24

a prison there. 25
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So we had -- we observed from above, we observed that from above, to also check1

whether the weapons were safe.  We saw that the facility guarding -- or in which the2

weapons were contained had been broken into, the doors were open and, in fact, all3

had been taken, the munitions had been taken. 4

We then descended to the left of the Boali road.  Upon arrival in Boali, we went a5

little further than Boali, heading in the direction of Bossangoa, and, there, we saw6

a whole convoy of military vehicles -- sorry, civilian vehicles which were7

carrying -- full of rebels.  They saw us and they stopped.  They were surprised to8

see a helicopter approaching them, but as we weren't armed, we just passed by. 9

They observed us, we observed them.  We pushed on to PK45.  10

At PK45, at the cattle market, we saw the Chadian army with four-wheel drive11

vehicles, with heavy weapons on top.12

Q.   [10:35:57] Could you point this out on the map?13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:59] Yes, okay, yes, indeed, but let the witness14

speak.  So I think this expedites significantly.  We have this experience in the15

courtroom, if you let the -- and the witness has a very good recollection, I have the16

impression, and I think a lot of the questions that you want to put to the witness are17

already answered when he is able to put his narrative to the Judges.  18

But you can ask him in the meantime to point out where we are now, yes. 19

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:36:30] Message from the interpreter:  Could we ask the20

witness to slow down.21

MS VANDELER:  [10:36:38](Interpretation)22

Q.   [10:36:39] I would like you to indicate where PK45 is on the map?23

A.   [10:36:44] It's halfway between Boali and Bangui.  There.  Around Bouboui.24

Q.   [10:36:51] Very good.  Thank you.  I won't -- please do continue on, but I25
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won't interrupt you again.1

A.   [10:36:59]  Yes.  Near Bouboui, we saw the Chadian army -- several convoys2

of vehicles, in fact, so the columns of vehicles with heavy weapons mounted on them. 3

We came from behind and took them by surprise.  They then dispersed under the4

trees to take cover, to be hidden, but we could see them under the trees.  We5

continued our journey as far as Bangui.  6

Q.   [10:37:25] I'm just interrupting again because our interpreters say that you are7

speaking quite rapidly.  Would you like to slow down.8

A.   [10:37:40] Yes, I was saying from Bouboui, here, here we saw Chadian vehicles,9

several four-wheel drive vehicles, with heavy weapons mounted on them.  We came10

from behind.  They were moving in the direction of Bangui on the road.  As soon as11

they heard the helicopter, they went to take cover -- to hide, in fact, under the trees.  12

We saw them but as we couldn't do anything, we just continued on to the airport of13

Bangui.  We landed.  At the main parking area in Bangui, we filled the tank full14

again.  The president of the republic left while we did that and returned when we15

had finished tanking, and then we departed again.  16

By the way, I forgot to say that on our return to Bangui, at PK25, there is a river there17

called the M'Poko, which passes through there.  And there, on the bridge -- behind18

the bridge on the Bangui side, we saw South Africans who were facing any units that19

might approach them on the bridge.  20

We continued to Bangui.  We tanked, as I said.  While we were tanking, the former21

president returned, he boarded again and we took off again.22

We travel -- we travelled overhead above the South Africans at PK25.  We landed at23

PK25 and he said, "We shall now depart again to Bangui, because there are military24

men who can return in vehicles."  25
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From Bangui, he said, "Right, if that's how it is, we shall now take the helicopter back1

to Camp de Roux and we shall remain there."  That was about 1600 hours/1700 hours. 2

Myself and my colleague, Beounde, travelled by helicopter.  People didn't know3

where we were going.  We travelled the Mbaiki road, we continued on, followed the4

watercourse to Bangui, we followed that watercourse to get to Cotonou -- 5

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:40:17] Inaudible.6

THE WITNESS:  [10:40:19] (Interpretation) We spent the night there like that,7

without eating well at all.  That's how it was.  So we spent the night like that.  Each8

of us had a telephone and so we called our families.  We said they're at PK12,9

et cetera.  And then in the morning, they had -- they were approaching Bangui, and10

the president was at Camp de Roux.  So at around 7:45, 8 a.m., he came in a hurry,11

he said, "Get the motor going, the engine going and we're going, we're leaving."  We12

said, "Well, no, that's not the process.  We have to start off before we take off.  The13

engine has to heat up." 14

So we got the engines going and we took off as a matter of emergency, * so at great15

haste, we left Bangui.16

MS VANDELER:  [10:41:32](Interpretation)17

Q.   [10:41:32] Thank you very much for those detailed explanations.  I'm going to18

have some questions for you regarding that route, that journey.19

Now why was it logical for you to first follow the Damara road?20

A.   [10:41:49] Well, the president said, as soon as he boarded the helicopter, that he21

had heard that the rebels had infiltrated the hill to the north-east, that they were22

located there in that region in the bush and that we needed to take off to observe the23

area.  And when we were in the air, he said, no, it will be perhaps best to follow the24

road but at some distance from the road and there we can view the road and see if25
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there are rebels with their vehicles on the road.  1

And, in fact, we did that but saw nothing.2

Q.   [10:42:30] And you also said at one point in time that you stopped -- first of all,3

you had done a flight over at Bossembélé.  Was this the first time that you had4

traveled by helicopter to Bossembélé to visit that container containing the arms?5

A.   [10:42:52] No.  We had been several times before.6

Q.   [10:42:58] And what was the purpose for the president to go to that site where7

the containers were containing arms?8

A.   [10:43:16] Well, our concern was not his purpose.  When we got there, we9

stopped off at the stadium near the school and beside the road.  People came to10

collect him and took him there.  We remained at the helicopter. 11

And if there is something I could just correct, I'd like to get in quickly to resolve it. 12

We did that.  When he was finished, that was some 30, 45 minutes later, he13

re-embarked and we continued our journey.14

Q.   [10:43:58] Very well, but based on the information you had, François Bozize was15

going to check that those -- that armoury container was still in place and all was in16

order; is that correct?17

A.   [10:44:10] Well, I don't know.18

Q.   [10:44:13] Very well.19

And do you know what kind of weapons were held at that depot?20

A.   [10:44:27] I've never been there.21

Q.   [10:44:36] And as regard the vehicles that were taken, did you have an22

opportunity to see those vehicles previously?23

A.   [10:44:46] Before, no.24

Q.   [10:44:54] And do you know whether there were other containers containing25
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weapons elsewhere in the country?  Did you ever go with the president to Benzambe1

to check up on an arms container?  Does that mean anything to you?2

A.   [10:45:12] Benzambe, we were only there once, but it was for a party, for3

festivities, we went there in the evening.  We parked close to his residence, we went4

to the party, we spent the night here, and the next day, we departed anew.  I5

didn't -- I don't recall a compound as such.  I didn't see a container in the compound6

as such.7

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:45:53] Corrects the interpreter.8

MS VANDELER:  [10:45:56](Interpretation)9

Q.   [10:45:56] So you spent the day before the 24th doing this, you went to check the10

container and you yourself saw that the container had been opened; is that correct?11

A.   [10:46:11] Affirmative.12

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:46:14] The interpreter adds:  Counsel said that * the13

container had been opened and looted, is that correct?14

THE WITNESS:  [10:46:22](Interpretation) Affirmative.15

MS VANDELER:  [10:46:25](Interpretation)16

Q.   [10:46:25] And when you saw the Seleka on the road, if I've understood correctly,17

this was around PK60, were they many in terms of their number?18

A.   [10:46:38] Yes, they were -- there were a lot of them.  All of the vehicles were19

filled in the back.20

Q.   [10:46:48] And how many vehicles are you referring to, approximately?21

A.   [10:46:55] I'd say 10, a dozen.22

Q.   [10:47:11] But were you able to confirm that some of those vehicles used by the23

Seleka were vehicles or pickups that had been stolen?24

A.   [10:47:22] Yes, they were new vehicles.  Some were orange, some were white in25
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colour, and we could see from above that they were new vehicles and so we were able1

to ascertain that they were the selfsame vehicles which had been parked at2

Bossembélé.3

Q.   [10:47:44] And when you say that "we were told", who are you referring to4

when you say you were told?5

A.   [10:47:56] Military -- military colleagues told us that they were vehicles which6

had been -- they were vehicles from Bossembélé that had been looted to be taken to7

Bangui.8

Q.   [10:48:13] And the colour of the vehicles you referred to, orange, and white,9

were these distinctive markings of anything, distinctive signs of anything?10

A.   [10:48:28] No.  Well, perhaps orange, orange may have related to the colour of11

the party, but white, I don't know.  These were the vehicles that were parked there12

for the president and I don't know why.13

Q.   [10:48:47] Did you see other vehicles other than the vehicles which had been14

stolen, other vehicles that were being used by the Seleka?15

A.   [10:48:56] No.16

Q.   [10:49:03] And could you see whether they were armed?17

A.   [10:49:11] We didn't see any heavy weapons from above as regards the Seleka,18

but there were military men piled into the vehicles.  We could identify the vehicles. 19

The ones ahead, we saw the Chadians and their vehicles too, they were easy to20

identify.21

Q.   [10:49:35] (Overlapping speakers)22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:38] Please slow down. 23

MS VANDELER:  [10:49:42](Interpretation)24

Q.   [10:49:42] And these Chadian soldiers, how do you know they were Chadian25
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soldiers?1

A.   [10:49:49] Your question? 2

Q.   [10:49:58] How did you know they were Chadian soldiers?  I repeat: How did3

you know they were Chadian soldiers?  Did they have distinctive signs, markings4

that would allow you to recognise them as such?5

A.   [10:50:13] The vehicles were the Land Cruiser type that the Chadian army used6

and the heavy weapons were mounted on them, and the Seleka couldn't have heavy7

weapons, so we could rapidly ascertain what was what.8

Q.   [10:50:37] And now the same question as regards the Seleka -- sorry, the same9

question as regards the Seleka, were there many Chadian soldiers?10

A.   [10:50:52] The vehicles -- the vehicles were four-wheel drive.  It was the fact11

that they had heavy weaponry with them that really made the difference.12

Q.   [10:51:12] So if I've understood correctly, you continued on to PK25 to where the13

bridge is and there you saw the South Africans; is that correct?14

A.   [10:51:22] Yes, that is correct.15

Q.   [10:51:25] So my question is the same as regards the South Africans.  Did they16

have distinctive markings or signs that allowed you to identify them?17

A.   [10:51:39] Yes.  They had their tactical vehicles which could be identified. 18

Those vehicles were different to the other vehicles.19

Q.   [10:51:53] And were they armed?20

A.   [10:51:58] Affirmative.21

Q.   [10:52:05] What type of weapon, if you recall?22

A.   [10:52:10] It was their organic weapons, I don't know, they were specific to the23

South Africans.  I don't know what they're called.24

Q.   [10:52:24] Did it strike you that their weapons were as heavy as the weapons25
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that you had seen on the Chadian vehicles?1

A.   [10:52:34] Well, they were also well equipped.  They were soldiers and well2

equipped.3

Q.   [10:52:43] And were they many in number?4

A.   [10:52:49] Well, I'm afraid I couldn't really say, I don't know what their number5

was.6

Q.   [10:53:07] And at the end of the day, when you sat down at  Camp de Roux -- 7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:53:18] Inaudible.8

MS VANDELER:  [10:53:21](Interpretation) 9

* Q.   [10:53:24] Was the President with you?10

A.   [10:53:25] He wasn't with us.11

Q.   [10:53:27] And you said you had family or friends located at PK12, is that12

correct?13

A.   [10:53:32] Yes, indeed.14

Q.   [10:53:40] And so you called them to know what developments had taken place15

at PK12, is that correct?16

A.   [10:53:50] Yes, that is correct.17

Q.   [10:53:54] And what did they tell you exactly about what was going on there?18

A.   [10:54:03] Well, my nephew explained that the Seleka were there in large19

number, that they were marching on foot but that they were not causing any harm to20

the local people.  The evening before -- the day before, there had been a conflict at21

PK12, the Chadians and the South Africans had had a violent conflict, and then had22

pushed -- or returned to Bangui.  They started to leave Bangui the day before at23

night.  They had left Bangui and the road was free.  24

The Seleka had began to advance.  The Seleka were moving on foot.  So the next25
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morning, they were arriving into the area, they were arriving by foot into Bangui, and1

my nephew said, "Yes, they are large in number.  There's many, many of them."  So2

they were marching on foot to return to Bangui. 3

Q.   [10:55:17] But before that, did you receive a little bit of information on what was4

going on between the Chadians and the South Africans a few   kilometres earlier?5

A.   [10:55:33] Yes, we heard that there had been a violent battle between them,6

between the two parties, and that the South Africans had suffered casualties.  That's7

what I learnt.8

Q.   [10:55:55] Very well.  Thank you.9

We're going to continue on.  Can you explain what then happened, so it's now the10

morning of 24 March?11

A.   [10:56:18] On the morning of 24 March, so in the morning, we woke up, we12

just -- we had a little time to wash our faces, et cetera.  Shortly thereafter, we were13

following the news regarding the positions of the Seleka in Bangui and their14

movements.  They were moving on to the -- the  Palais de la Renaissance.  It was when15 

the president heard that they were moving on to the palace that he told us that we16

should get the helicopter going and head off.  17

In the meantime, the aide-de-camp of former President Bozizé, Wapanouba,18

called -- well, I'm not sure if it was the French embassy, but in any case he asked19

whether we could take refuge there.  We had a categoric no.  We were told that the20

helicopter was not working.  That's what the aide-de-camp said.  21

Now, as soon as we did get the helicopter up and running, people were amazed.  It22

had been strategic of him to say that the helicopter wasn't working so people were23

surprised when it did work.  We embarked.  There was the former president, his24

two sons, Giscard and Franklin, aide-de-camp, Wapanouba, myself and the pilot. 25
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There were six of us.  1

Camp de Roux -- it's almost like an aircraft carrier, because it's quite high up.  When2

we left Camp de Roux, when we took off, you're immediately over the Bangui river. 3

We left the side of the hill and we headed towards the river and we did so to gain4

some speed.  So we took up some speed, and then we crossed over the river.  But5

there was also fire upon us, rocket fire on us.  The -- we had done a nosedive, if you6

like, which allowed -- also allowed us to evade the fire. We had nosedived to make7

speed but also to evade fire.  8

So we headed off for Bangui, we followed the river.  Upon arrival in Bangui, he said9

to take him to Zongo.  At the airfield in Zongo, we expected to find an aircraft10

waiting for us there, but there was nothing there.  We were stationary on the runway,11

and my colleague, the pilot, said to me, "Mr President, it is better that we go to12

Bayanga where he lived and we can wait there and to make new plans, because there13

was nobody where we had come down and therefore we might be open to fire."  14

So we left again, we took altitude, then we had to overfly Berengo.  At Berengo, my15

colleague said, "Right, we're over Berengo" -- and he said "Right, we should touch16

down here".  We did.  And there, there were presidential guards present and they17

took charge, secured us.  They called the son of the president, Francis Bozizé, but in18

vain.  He wasn't -- he didn't have network it seemed.  19

We went past Zongo, but it was impossible to make communication.  We spent20

30 minutes at Berengo and we heard heavy weapon fire at Bangui.  So we said to the21

president it wasn't a good idea to stay there.  We travelled to Bayanga, we touched22

down there.  The soldiers whose task it was to provide protection, they were with us,23

they headed off in vehicles, all of them did.24

And we needed to be refueled there.  So we did need to touch down from time to25
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time to fill the tank.  We got out of the vehicle, we went to where he lived, we broke1

the door because the keys had been taken.  He got clothes, he also got some rice. 2

They ate.  Myself and my colleague stayed at the helicopter.  We sent the pygmies3

to come and get us.  We took his case, his attache case, which was in the helicopter.4

The pygmies put it on their head.  We alighted.  We went back, he was there with5

his children and aide-de-camp.  Now, he said, "Well, look, this is what we've eaten. 6

If you want to eat something, eat something because there's nothing to eat."  7

We had some rice.  We ate it dry, just like that.  So we ate something.  And then he8

said, "Between two weapons" --9

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:02:14] Inaudible.10

THE WITNESS:  [11:02:15](Interpretation) "If we have -- if we are too heavily loaded,11

it will be difficult to take off over the water."  There are also hills all around here.  It12

was very difficult. 13

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:02:27] Could the witness be asked to slow down.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:02:30] Mr Witness, could you please speak a15

little bit slower.16

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:02:35] Thank you, your Honour.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:02:36] Please continue, Mr Witness.  It's18

not -- you have a lot to tell, we understand that, and everybody here in the19

courtroom -- and we are doing this for a very long time, it's sometimes too fast, so no20

problem.  But please try to slow down a bit.  Thank you very much.  21

So we understand that at some point in time you took off with the helicopter.  22

Is that correct?23

THE WITNESS:  [11:03:09](Interpretation) That's right, Mr President.  We took off24

from there and we went to the house here, we landed and then we fueled up.  Once25
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we had fueled up, the aircraft became heavier and we took off, just me and my1

colleague, we took off from the house here to go up and park there.2

And from there, the former president --3

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:03:43] Inaudible 4

THE WITNESS:  [11:03:45](Interpretation) -- went up the hill to meet up with us. 5

That was at 1700 hours, or 1730.  From there, we took off.  We headed for Batouri6

and we took them there by the Cameroonian area.  And we wanted to -- it was7

already dark.  We looked, we were at Batouri, but we -- the -- we were in a helicopter,8

so we could continue stationary flight.  9

With the rescue flashlight, we looked for the airstrip and we landed.  Once we had10

landed, we stopped the engine and one of the airport staff who was supposed to be11

on duty was there, and the former president got out, and he said, "It's me.  I'm the12

president of the republic and I have come here to live in exile."  13

They took out some chairs and he started to call the local authorities.  We waited14

about an hour, about an hour until 2100 hours, and then, the prefect had set up an15

emergency cot and they also put up a table.  16

And shortly thereafter, we saw a whole column of vehicles coming towards us and17

they were the regional authorities, the governor, the military authorities, all of them18

went there to the -- to the airstrip.  And he repeated what he had said before; that he19

was the president of the republic and he was seeking shelter.  He was going to go20

into exile.21

So they had managed to set something up.  We got to the subprefecture, and since22

the president of the republic hadn't slept, he was very tired and he laid down on the23

cot.  We stayed there, we were very tired, we just laid down right on the cement to24

rest.  And shortly thereafter, we were brought some food.  And once we had eaten,25
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the authorities said, no, this is too close to Bangui and they asked him to go to Bertoua1

to the hotel there where he could rest and then continue on his way towards2

Yaoundé. 3

As for me and my co-pilot, we spent the night in that place, while the president rested. 4

And there were people with us until early in the morning.  Unfortunately, early in5

the morning, it was raining heavily.  It rained all night until 11 in the morning. 6

And it was raining heavily.  And, once the rain had stopped, there was a young7

soldier who was made available to us and --8

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:07:26] Inaudible. 9

THE WITNESS:  [10:08:13](Interpretation) -- LETA military base, we took off at 130010

hours.  We set the GPS to LETA, and, from LETA, we turned off the helicopter and11

we tied down the props of the propeller and the head of the local garrison took me12

and my colleague to Bertoua.  13

In the meantime, they were talking to people who were already in Bertoua saying that14

we were on our way.  Once we got there, we were told to get into one of the vehicles15

and the president was in front.  We were sitting behind with two security staff and16

an entire cortege or convoy of vehicles.  And so, we headed towards Yaoundé and17

we got to Yaoundé and we were housed there at the hotel.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:08:35] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  19

I think you can take it up from there and can put more specific questions to the20

witness, also from now on, if we go further with the timeline.21

MS VANDELER:  [11:08:48](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.22

Q.   [11:08:51] Did you have weapons in this helicopter?  And if so, why?23

A.   [11:08:58] Yes, we had individual weapons.  We had some before we left24

because it was total security.  I had my weapon, my colleague as well, the co-pilot,25
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the president had his weapon and the aide-de-camp had their weapons.  Everyone1

had weapons.2

Q.   [11:09:20] Were you able to retain those weapons?3

A.   [11:09:27] They remained in the helicopter and once we had left for Yaoundé,4

the Cameroonian army came and searched the aircraft and took everything.5

* Q.   [11:09:52] Did they get the weapons in LETA or was it before that, in Batouri?6

A.   [11:10:02] It was at the state.  Once the helicopter was turned over to the state,7

we left, and, two weeks later, we were told to come and get the helicopter to go to the8

base in Yaoundé and to park the helicopter there.9

When we went to get the helicopter, I opened the storage coffers and there were no10

longer any weapons there.   11

Q.   [11:10:30] But I suppose before you got into the vehicles, of that group of12

vehicles, that you -- I suppose you were frisked before?13

A.   [11:10:42] Yes, well, we weren't frisked, but if there were weapons, such as AKs,14

we couldn't hide them.  We couldn't hide them.15

Q.   [11:11:11] Were you able to get the helicopter back at one point in time?16

A.   [11:11:17] No, it stayed in Yaoundé.17

Q.   [11:11:25] You mean that even today, the helicopter is in Yaoundé?18

A.   [11:11:30] It's still there.19

Q.   [11:11:35] Could you explain to us what prevented the authorities of the Central20

African Republic from getting the helicopter back?21

A.   [11:11:46] Well, once we went back to Bangui, as the person who had technical22

responsibility for the aircraft, I contacted the company that did the maintenance and I23

asked for a quote from a company in France.  And I asked for a quote for a complete24

overhaul in Yaoundé, and I passed that on to one of the ministers -- a number of25
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ministers, but in vain.  1

Once as well, the new president, Touadera, through the former prime minister, who2

was his chief of staff, I went to see him and I explained everything.  I had the keys, I3

had the documentation, the field visits, and I wanted to explain the state of the4

helicopter. 5

He took note of all that, but it -- he didn't get back to me and it remains a dead letter,6

as they say in French, even today.7

Q.   [11:13:09] Just to understand: the helicopter was in such  bad condition, that it8

could not be flown unless it was repaired?9

A.   [11:13:17] It was almost at the end of its useful life.  There were only a few10

hours of flight time left -- five or six hours.  It had gone past -- you see, there's11

a certain tolerance, but once we got there, it was no longer possible to take off with it. 12

For several years, you see, the -- we couldn't know about the wiring, so it was13

dangerous to take off.  It had to be completely overhauled before it could be used14

again.15

Q.   [11:14:01] And did you go back to Cameroon after the events, much later to16

inspect the helicopter?17

A.   [11:14:11] Yes.  One of the ministers at the time asked us to go and see what the18

helicopter's condition was, me and my co-pilot, we went once.  We looked at it and19

we prepared a report, and I even filmed it using my camera, and we showed it.  We20

made a report.  They took proper note.  21

But there was no answer.  It was only later - when it was a matter of getting the22

weapons and the vehicles back that the soldiers had taken there - my colleague and I23

were part of the group of people who were supposed to take stock of the matter and24

get the weapons and the helicopter.  25
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We were greeted well there, but our government thought it was better to only take1

the military vehicles and the weapons.  2

As for the helicopter, they thought it was better to wait until later, and, up until now,3

there has been no further developments.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:15:29] I think we can leave -- I think we can5

leave the fate of the helicopter now.6

MS VANDELER:  [11:15:35] Just one more question.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:15:37] This was also a lot, I think, because we8

understand.  I don't see the relevance, actually of the current state of the helicopter.9

MS VANDELER:  [11:15:46](Interpretation)10

Q.   [11:15:50] Now you said that you were also able to go and inspect the weapons. 11

Were they weapons from the Central African Republic that had been confiscated12

when crossing the border?13

A.   [11:16:13] Yes, that's right, ma'am.14

Q.   [11:16:20] And where were these weapons?15

A.   [11:16:24] I believe at headquarters, military headquarters in their armoury16

there.17

Q.   [11:16:37] So you were able to see that the weapons that had been confiscated in18

2013 were still being stored safely at that location?19

A.   [11:16:48] Exactly.20

Q.   [11:16:56] Thank you, Mr Witness.21

I have finished my questions about the helicopter.22

Now, I would like us to discuss your arrival in Yaoundé.23

Now I've understood that it was the same six people -- the president, Franklin Bozizé,24

Giscard Bozizé, * Vincent Wapanouba, Claude Beounde and yourself; is that correct?25
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A.   [11:17:29] That's right.1

Q.   [11:17:32] And where did you stay?  You may have already said this, I'm sorry2

about that. 3

A.   [11:17:40] At the Hilton hotel.4

Q.   [11:17:47] Were other people -- did other people join this group of six people at5

the Hilton hotel, and, if so, how long after your arrival there?6

A.   [11:18:00] I believe the following day, his wife Mado and one of his children and7

a cousin.  There were many of them actually who came.  I didn't count them.  They8

met up with us at the hotel and they stayed there for a month before leaving the hotel.9

Q.   [11:18:28] Who else was part of this delegation of Ms Bafatoro?10

A.   [11:18:38] Well, there was her aide-de-camp.  I believe at the time, Mr Guerson11

was also there, I remember now.  There were many of them, actually.  Others I12

didn't know, but I didn't know Guerson beforehand, it was only later that I learned13

that it was him.14

Q.   [11:19:05] You mentioned Madam Bafatoro and you mentioned her15

aide-de-camp, who's that?16

A.   [11:19:21] Severin Namkoisse. 17

Q.   [11:19:26] Guerson?  Do you remember Guerson's family name?18

A.   [11:19:34] No, I don't.  Oh, Namaka (phon).  Something like that.19

Q.   [11:19:42] Nganadekoe?20

A.   [11:19:46] I think so.21

Q.   [11:19:51] Other than Ms Bafatoro's delegation, did other people meet up with22

you at the Hilton?23

A.   [11:20:01] There was at the hotel, Boris Danboy -- no, Junior Danboy, and the24

other one -- no, he was already there actually.25
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Q.   [11:20:24] Junior Danboy, who is he?  Does he have another first name?1

A.   [11:20:31] I don't know.  I'm not really sure.  And also Sosthène, the cousin. 2

That person also met up with us there.  Sosthène.3

Q.   [11:20:55] Firmin Danboy?  Does that name ring a bell?4

A.   [11:21:01] I believe that's him.5

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:21:02] Overlapping.6

MS VANDELER:  [11:21:04](Interpretation)7

Q.   [11:21:06] So Firmin and Junior are the same person?8

A.   [11:21:10] Yes, I believe it's him.9

Q.   [11:21:16] Who was Firmin Danboy also known as Junior Danboy? 10

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:21:24] Inaudible.11

THE WITNESS:  [11:21:27](Interpretation) ... President Bozizé. 12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:21:32] The witness obviously does not have13

a very good knowledge of this person.  I think you can move on. 14

MS VANDELER:  [11:21:54]  Yes.  Thank you.15

Q.   [11:21:55](Interpretation) Eric Danboy?  Do you know that person?16

A.   [11:21:59] Yes, I knew him.  He was a military leader who was working for the17

security in Bangui, but we had no direct contact at the time.  He was part of the18

presidential security detail.19

Q.   [11:22:26] Was he also staying at the Hilton?20

A.   [11:22:30] No. 21

Q.   [11:22:39] Socrate Bozizé, do you know that person? 22

A.   [11:22:46] I heard about him in Bangui, but once we were at the Golf where we23

lived together, that is when I got to know him more.24

Q.   [11:23:01] Was he also staying at the Hilton?25
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A.   [11:23:04] No.1

Q.   [11:23:04] Did you see him at the Hilton?2

A.   [11:23:07] No.3

Q.   [11:23:10] Did anyone tell you that he or she saw him at the Hilton?4

A.   [11:23:16] No one said that to me.5

Q.   [11:23:30] Do you know whether he, too, went into exile, and, if so, where at the6

time that the Seleka arrived at the beginning?7

A.   [11:23:38] At the beginning, I didn't know, and after he met up with us -- or,8

rather, he joined us at the Golf, that's when I actually saw him in flesh and blood. 9

But before that I didn't know him -- or I didn't know.10

MS VANDELER:  [11:23:57](Interpretation) For the record, I'm referring to11

allegations from a witness, transcript 38, English version, page 15, line 13.  12

And also to the allegations of another witness, transcript 188, page 69 and 70.13

The second witness mentioned was P-2625. 14

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:24:34] Neither the transcribers nor the interpreters were15

able to get the number of the first witness mentioned.16

MS VANDELER: [11:24:43](Interpretation) 17

Q.   [11:24:44] You spent a month at the Hilton?  18

A.   [11:24:48] Yes, that's right.19

Q.   [11:24:59] I'm sorry, you also made mention of Franklin and Giscard who were20

with you at the beginning.  Okay. 21

Now, all these people that we have mentioned, did they stay until the end of the22

month?  Did they spend the entire month at the Hilton or did some people leave23

before the end of the month?24

A.   [11:25:18] Before the end of the month, there was Franklin, Giscard, there was --25
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THE INTERPRETER:  [11:25:31] Inaudible.1

THE WITNESS:  [11:25:32](Interpretation) The wife -- oh, there was an altercation, *2

and she was beaten up in front of the elevator -- in front of the elevator there.  The3

former president flew into a rage and -- "Evacuate the hotel, leave for France."4

Q.   [11:26:01] So they left and that was related to a personal family scandal?5

A.   [11:26:06] Yes, exactly.6

Q.   [11:26:18] Was François -- 7

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:26:19] Correction -- 8

MS VANDELER:  [11:26:20](Interpretation)9

Q.   [11:26:21] François Bozize was angry?10

A.   [11:26:22] That's what he gave us to understand.11

Q.   [11:26:29] And where did they go after they were driven out of the Hilton hotel?12

A.   [11:26:34] We learned that they had left for France.  That's what I heard, but we13

weren't actually there, so we couldn't check.14

Q.   [11:26:50] And staying -- the stay at the Hilton hotel for an entire month, who15

paid for that?16

A.   [11:27:05] Actually, I don't know who paid.  But I believe it was the17

Cameroonian head of state who paid.18

Q.   [11:27:17] So to your understanding, it was an arrangement between Paul Biya19

and François Bozize?20

A.   [11:27:29] It seems to be the case.21

Q.   [11:27:38] And what were your dealings with François Bozize?  Were you close22

to him?23

A.   [11:27:46] No, it was a purely professional relationship.24

Q.   [11:27:54] So it was an employer/employee relationship?25
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A.   [11:28:04] Exactly.1

Q.   [11:28:07] According to your information, why were you amongst the people2

who were able to take advantage of this accommodation, courtesy of President Paul3

Biya?4

A.   [11:28:20] The former president thought that since he had saved his life, maybe5

he preferred for us to stay there.  I don't know.6

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:28:34] Correction: I think so. 7

MS VANDELER:  [11:28:42](Interpretation)8

Q.   [11:28:43] Did you have the impression that something was expected of you in9

exchange for the accommodation?10

A.   [11:28:48] No, we didn't know where to go either.  We stayed -- even if we had11

to leave, where would we go?12

Q.   [11:29:02] I'll clarify my question.  Did the president ever ask you to do13

anything -- a favour, for this accommodation at the Hilton?14

A.   [11:29:16] No.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:29:17] Break until 12.16

THE COURT USHER:  [11:29:20] All rise.17

(Recess taken at 11.29 a.m.) 18

(Upon resuming in open session at 12.02 p.m.)19

THE COURT USHER:  [12:02:16] All rise. 20

Please be seated.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:02:38] Yes.  22

You have still the floor.23

MS VANDELER:  [12:02:42](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.24

Q.   [12:02:47] Now, before taking up where I left off, I just have two minor points. 25
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First of all, my attention has been drawn to the fact that a reference I gave at 11:35:59,1

on page 35, was not entirely captured in the transcript, so I will return to that now. 2

This is transcript 38, English version, page 15, line 13, of Witness P-0801. 3

Now, Mr Witness, just to return to the weapons which were stored in Cameroon that4

you had an opportunity to inspect, I have two follow-up questions. 5

Do you know how many weapons you recovered, approximately?6

A.   [12:03:52] We went to carry out an inspection and the head of our mission,7

Commander Arnold, reported back.  I was not a member of the group that went to8

carry out the inspection.9

Q.   [12:04:14] Thank you.  Okay, now let's go back to the Hilton.  Okay.  And10

you had just told us that the president had never asked any assistance from you while11

you were working at the Hilton as a counterpart to the lodgings which were provided12

to you in the Hilton.  13

Did you spend any time with François Bozizé at the Hilton?14

A.   [12:04:58] Yes.  One time he called upon myself and my family to have our15

impressions and to know whether we were in contact with our families and had16

received news.  We said that we had.  He provided us with 1 million Central17

African francs each, and we thanked him for that.18

Q.   [12:05:24] And can I ask you what type of person was François Bozizé and, more19

specifically, was he somebody who was talkative in general?20

A.   [12:05:38] No, I don't think he was talkative.  He was always quite calm.  That21

was his nature.  That's what I recall of him.22

Q.   [12:05:48] And, during your stay at the Hilton, did the Cameroonian authorities23

ask you to comply with certain rules, security rules, while you were at the Hilton?24

A.   [12:06:09] Well, we were asked to be cautious.  We had heard that Seleka had25
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infiltrated Cameroon with the intention of causing harm, harm to the former power1

holders, and that's why we preferred to be cautious and we spent our time playing2

cards, et cetera.3

Q.   [12:06:37] And were you able to leave the hotel as you saw fit, or did you need4

to inform somebody if you were leaving the hotel?5

A.   [12:06:54] While the president was still in Cameroon, there was a lot of tension6

and, therefore, we could not just leave the premises with ease.  We needed the7

Cameroonian -- Cameroonians to ensure our security.  But once the president had8

left, we were left to our own devices, and -- but otherwise we had to stay on site and9

not just leave willy-nilly.10

Q.   [12:07:24] Okay.  Well, let's focus our intentions on the Hilton, first of all.11

So, when you would leave the hotel, you needed to be escorted by the Cameroonian12

guard; is that correct?13

A.   [12:07:42] That is correct.14

Q.   [12:07:46] And did those rules apply to President François Bozizé also?15

A.   [12:07:59] He was the one who was the most highly protected, so he was the one16

who was most concerned by such measures.17

Q.   [12:08:12] And did he leave the hotel often, if you know?18

A.   [12:08:18] He didn't go out.  I think he left once.  He -- a vehicle from the19

presidency of Cameroon came to get him, I think it was to go and see President Biya20

himself, but otherwise he did not leave the premises.21

Q.   [12:08:46] And in that case, when he went to visit President Biya, what vehicle22

did he travel in?23

A.   [12:09:00] I don't know.  We were in the hotel.  It was the presidential guard24

who came to collect him.25
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Q.   [12:09:19] We're now going to look at the configuration of the hotel more1

specifically, okay?  Where was François -- President François Bozizé's2

accommodation, on which floor?3

A.   [12:09:37] I believe it was in -- he had a suite.  He was staying in a suite on the4

penultimate floor.5

Q.   [12:09:48] Did the Cameroonian authorities set up a system of surveillance or of6

security at the hotel and, if so, what reasons were given for setting up those7

special -- that special regime, if there was one?8

A.   [12:10:08] Well, it was designed to ensure his security.  At the entrance to his9

suite, there was a kind of a gate, if you like, to screen individuals to make sure that10

they didn't enter his suite bearing a bladed weapon, for instance.11

Q.   [12:10:29] So, the security system focused on the floor where the suite was; is12

that correct?13

A.   [12:10:38] Yes, that is correct, but also the ground floor of the hotel was kept14

secure.15

Q.   [12:10:49] So not only was there security on the ground floor at the reception,16

but also further on the relevant floor?17

A.   [12:11:04] Yes, that is correct.18

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:11:06] The interpreter adds that the security was provided19

by the presidential guard.20

MS VANDELER:  [12:11:18](Interpretation) 21

Q.   [12:11:18] So, everyone who came to visit the president had to go through the22

security that was maintained by the Cameroonian guard at two locations -- on the23

ground floor and then later?24

A.   [12:11:36] No, I think that on the ground floor it wasn't there that they screened25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-299-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 15-07-2024 37/93 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4679

15.07.2024          Page 38

individuals; they would only screen individuals, I believe, at the entrance to the suite. 1

I think that the presence on the ground floor was intended to be dissuasive, but it was2

actually up on the relevant floor that individuals were screened.3

Q.   [12:12:03] And was the Cameroonian guard present at H-24 -- was it present4

24 hours? 5

A.   [12:12:21] Yes.6

Q.   [12:12:26] You referred to the aide-de-camp of François Bozizé, Vincent7

Wapounaba.  Now, what was his role at the Hilton Hotel?8

A.   [12:12:42] He was still his aide-de-camp, so he would assist him and perform his9

functions, his duties as an aide-de-camp.10

Q.   [12:12:51] Did he ensure his protection and, if so, in what way?11

A.   [12:13:01] No, I don't really know what he would do, but he lived in the suite12

with him, or at the entrance to the suite.  He was his aide-de-camp.  He just acted as13

his aide-de-camp.  I couldn't say exactly how.14

Q.   [12:13:22] Thank you.  I'm going to put some questions that are more specific so15

that we can look at all of this together.  Can I ask you, did this individual work for16

François Bozizé for a long time?17

A.   [12:13:38] Yes, he had been working for him for a very long time.18

Q.   [12:13:44] And you said that his room was just adjacent to that -- to the suite of19

François Bozizé. Now, when François Bozizé received visits, did Vincent20

Wapounaba have a particular role to play with respect to those visits?21

A.   [12:14:10] No, no, because the people who would come to visit might pass, or22

did pass by his room, but he was not present during the visits.23

Q.   [12:14:29] Was it his job to screen those individuals or, perhaps, announce to the24

president that the individuals had come to visit?25
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A.   [12:14:39] Well, perhaps he did do that, but I wasn't actually present to witness1

it, to witness such actions.2

Q.   [12:14:49] But did they have to go through -- I mean, by his room to visit the3

president?4

A.   [12:15:20] They would have had to go by his room, but there was -- there was a5

door, of course, to his room.  To get to the room, the sitting room, where the6

president was, one had to go along a corridor and necessarily in front of the door of7

his room.8

Q.   [12:15:52] So, from his room did he have a direct view of the entrance to the9

presidential suite?10

A.   [12:16:02] Yes.11

Q.   [12:16:05] Did Vincent Wapounaba share his room   with anybody else?12

A.   [12:16:21] *I think he did, with Junior Danboy,  at one point in time.13

Q.   [12:16:36] Thank you.  And where did the cook Sosthène sleep?14

A.   [12:16:42] Oh, yes, with him too.  I think that he also slept in that room.15

Q.   [12:16:53] Approximately how big was that room?  Was it quite spacious or16

was it small?17

A.   [12:16:58] It was small.18

Q.   [12:17:00] And where was your own room?19

A.   [12:17:12] It was one floor down.20

Q.   [12:17:23] And did you share your room with somebody?21

A.   [12:17:27] Yes, I did, with my pilot, Mr Beounde.22

Q.   [12:17:36] And earlier we spoke about Guerson Nganadekoe.  Did he spend all23

of his time at the hotel, or did he come and go?24

A.   [12:18:00] Well, this is quite some time ago.  I think that he entered -- he would25
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leave and enter as he wanted.  I didn't follow what he was doing, however.1

Q.   [12:18:16] And was his room on the same floor as yours?2

A.   [12:18:18] Yes, it was at the same floor, but it was separated.3

Q.  [12:18:25] And how did you spend your time at the Hilton?  Did you have4

visitors, for instance?5

A.   [12:18:39] We had just arrived.  We didn't have any visitors.  We had6

television in our room.  Sometimes we would play cards during the day.  That kind7

of thing.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:18:58] So, may I.  9

So is it a correct understanding that you mostly stayed in your room during this time?10

THE WITNESS:  [12:19:04](Interpretation) Yes, your Honour.  We didn't know11

where to go because we had just arrived into that country, and we didn't know12

anybody there to spend any time with.   13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:24] Thank you.  14

Please move on.15

MS VANDELER:  [12:19:26](Interpretation) 16

Q.   [12:19:30] And did you stay in contact with your military supervisors while you17

were in exile?18

A.   [12:19:40] Well, back at -- back then the army had almost been disbanded. 19

Everybody had dispersed, so there was no real hierarchy at the time.  Everybody just20

stayed in contact with their family back home.  That's all.21

Q.   [12:20:02] And did you sometimes spend time in Vincent Wapounaba's room22

and that of Firmin Danboy, and Sosthène?23

A.   [12:20:16] I think a couple of times we played cards.24

Q.   [12:20:27] Did you do anything else in that room other than play cards?25
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A.   [12:20:32] No, nothing else, just that.1

Q.   [12:20:36] Perhaps you would watch the news together?2

A.   [12:20:41] Yes, from time to time.  Actually, quite often.3

Q.   [12:20:46] So, you would go from time to time to their room when you were4

bored in your room; is that right?5

A.  [12:21:02] Yes, that's it exactly.6

Q.   [12:21:07] When you were playing cards or following the news, I suppose you7

spent some time -- quite some time there, did you?8

A.   [12:21:19] Yes, indeed.9

Q.   [12:21:22] And did you sometimes go back -- go down to the reception of the10

hotel on the ground floor?11

A.   [12:21:33] No, I didn't generally go down to the reception, only if I was going12

downstairs to go out and do a little bit of shopping.  Then we would go down, go to13

the market and then return and go back upstairs.  I would go back to my room.14

Q.   [12:21:50] And how often did you go shopping to do your errands?  Was it15

perhaps once a week, or several times a week?16

A.   [12:22:03] Well, it was to buy clothes, notably, because we had left with nothing. 17

We had nothing with us.18

Q.   [12:22:22] So, we've just been talking about the fact that you would sometimes19

spend some time in the room of Vincent Wapounaba, who had a direct view of20

visitors to the president.  Did you see anybody visiting the president?21

A.  [12:22:44] Yes, I saw an ambassador, an individual who was an ambassador22

there at the time.  I saw him visit him.  Mr Poussou.  He was a former minister. 23

He was also a journalist, I believe, and he visited him I think to interview him.  There24

may have been others, but I don't recall.  I don't recall them.25
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Q.   [12:23:18] So, you spoke of Jean-Louis Oguere, did you see him visiting alone or1

was he accompanied by somebody else?2

A.   [12:23:32] He was alone.3

Q.   [12:23:35] And did he visit the hotel also to obtain consular cards for the Central4

African citizens who were in the hotel, residing in the hotel?5

A.   [12:23:48] Yes, and I myself received such a card.6

Q.   [12:23:52] And do you recall whether it was on that occasion that you saw him7

visit François Bozizé?8

A.   [12:24:05] Yes, that is right.9

Q.   [12:24:09] And you also referred to Adrien Poussou.10

A.   [12:24:19] Yes, he came, in that he suggested an interview to the former11

president.  That's what I understood.12

Q.   [12:24:28] And did you also see him enter the suite and did you see that from13

Wapounaba's room?14

A.   [12:24:41] Yes.15

Q.   [12:24:44] Was he alone or did he have somebody with him?16

A.   [12:24:50] He was alone.17

Q.   [12:24:54] Did you speak to him before or after the visit?18

A.   [12:25:04] With Poussou?  Yes, yes.  After the visit he said that he had come to19

suggest an interview to the former president.20

Q.   [12:25:20] And when he left the suite, was he alone or was there somebody with21

him?22

A.   [12:25:27] He was still alone, and that's when he greeted us and that's when I23

knew   -- I realised he was Poussou, I knew he was a former minister and I realised that24

was him.  He spoke a few words to us and he said that he had suggested an25
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interview to the former president, and then he left.1

Q.   [12:25:49] And at that time that you saw Adrien Poussou, is that the same time2

that you saw Jean-Louis Oguere?3

A.   [12:26:07] Yes, I think so.  Whether he attended on other occasions, I don't4

know.5

Q.   [12:26:25] Did Adrien Poussou visit on another day, another day other than the6

day that general Jean-Louis Oguere visited?7

A.   [12:26:37] I don't recall.8

Q.   [12:26:40] And do you recall whether you saw Adrien Poussou the day after you9

saw him or did you see him once again on the floor where the suite was?10

A.   [12:27:00] I don't recall, madam.11

Q.   [12:27:03] So you only recall seeing Adrien Poussou that one time; is that right?12

A.   [12:27:12] Yes, that is right.13

Q.   [12:27:20] Do you recall seeing other individuals visiting François Bozizé?14

A.   [12:27:28] I think Mr Kokate visited also.  I recall Kokate.  I saw him there.15

Q.   [12:27:47] Was he alone or was there somebody with him?16

A.   [12:27:52] He was alone.17

Q.   [12:27:55] Was that the same day that you saw Adrien Poussou, or even18

Jean-Louis Oguere, or was that on another occasion?19

A.   [12:28:08] I don't recall.  It may have been another occasion, but I don't recall. 20

This is a long time ago.21

Q.   [12:28:14] And aside from these individuals that you saw from Wapounaba's22

room, did you hear about other visitors, other visits to François Bozizé at the Hilton?23

A.   [12:28:42] I don't know if I do recall.24

Q.   [12:28:58] Did you hear that members of the Cameroonian government came to25
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visit him?1

A.   [12:29:07] Well, the Cameroonian authorities, I don't know.2

Q.   [12:29:25] Did you see Mr Ngaïssona at the Hilton?3

A.   [12:29:30] No.  I don't recall.4

Q.   [12:29:38] Did you see Bernard Mokom at the Hilton?5

A.   [12:29:45] No, I did not.6

Q.   [12:29:51] On file, we have Facebook conversations between you and Levy7

Yakete from around May 2013 onwards.  When you were in Yaoundé, did you see8

him at the Hilton?9

A.   [12:30:13] Levy Yakete?  Oh, I don't recall.  At the Hilton, I don't recall.10

Q.   [12:30:27] What sort of dealings did you have with Levy Yakete?  Who was he11

to you?12

A.   [12:30:34] The aunt of my wife, * Danielle Douzima, was his mistress.  They13

had some children.  And in Bangui -- in exile, when my aunt-in-law was -- we would14

talk and there were other people in exile in Yaoundé.  So we were able to contact one15

another and we would call one another.16

Q.   [12:31:10] David Gbanga, did you see him at the Hilton?17

A.   [12:31:20] No.18

Q.   [12:31:23] I realise that I should have asked you whether you knew all these19

people, but these are high-level figures in the Central African Republic.  You have20

heard of these people?21

A.   [12:31:39] David, we would see him on the television, hear on the radio, I22

recognised him.  Levy Yakete, physically, I didn't meet him before.  I met him when23

I was in exile, once I was in exile.24

Q.   [12:31:56] Now, you were staying at the Hilton and you were in contact with the25
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aide-de-camp of François Bozizé, his cook, some of his family members, on a constant1

basis.  Did you ever hear about a meeting amongst these people, Kokate, Adrien2

Poussou, David Gbanga, Bernard Mokom, Mr Ngaïssona in the suite of President3

Bozize at the Hilton?4

A.   [12:32:38] I never heard of any such thing.5

Q.   [12:32:42] And Levy Yakete who was one of your relatives never told you about6

that, not even after the fact, or when you were talking with him, perhaps?7

A.   [12:33:04] When we talked with him in Yaoundé, he was the one -- well, he8

knew that I was there and his wife sent me some money and he did call me to offer9

me some help.  And also we met up with David.  We went to Western Union to10

withdraw some money.  I suggested that we have a drink, a few beers, and then after11

that, he left and I, too, went back.12

Q.   [12:33:39] And, more generally speaking, do you know whether François Bozizé13

organised major meetings at the Hilton, and by that I mean with seven or eight14

people?15

A.   [12:33:56] I'm not aware of that, ma'am.16

Q.   [12:34:00] Did you ever see three or four people meeting in the suite with17

François Bozizé while you were playing cards with Vincent and the others?18

A.   [12:34:15] Usually when I was playing cards there, people would come19

individually.  I don't remember two or three people coming all in a group.  I don't20

remember that.21

Q.   [12:34:29] Very well.  So, that month at the Hilton Hotel was coming to an end22

and all these people from the Central African Republic who were staying there, at23

costs paid by President Biya, all had to leave the hotel?24

A.   [12:34:55] Yes, all of them, all at the same time.25
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Q.   [12:35:02] Do you remember the exact date?1

A.   [12:35:06] We were told we were entitled to one month to the very day, and on2

the last day of that month -- in the meantime, the former president had rented a villa3

at the Golf hotel and that is where he set up -- that's where he went, and once he went,4

we went to the place where he was staying.  And as for the others, I don't know5

where they went.6

Q.   [12:35:42] We'll return to that point; namely, who specifically went to the Golf7

and who left.8

So who was staying at that residence at the Golf when you all moved there with9

François Bozizé -- the Golf?10

A.   [12:36:05] The former president himself, his wife Mado and the young child, the11

niece of his wife who was taking care of the child, Wapounaba, myself, Beounde,12

Boris -- no, Junior Danboy, actually, he was there too.  And shortly thereafter, Evince13

came to join us, and very quickly his father, who was --14

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:36:41] Inaudible. 15

THE WITNESS:  [12:36:42] (Interpretation) -- of the former president joined us, so I16

think that was it.17

MS VANDELER:  (Interpretation)18

Q.   [12:36:57] And the cook?19

A.   [12:37:01] Sosthène as well.20

Q.   [12:37:04] Perhaps someone else from the family of Ms Bafatoro or Mrs Bozizé?21

A.   [12:37:22] I might have forgotten some people, that's possible.22

Q.   [12:37:31] And you mentioned the father, Emtenou.  This was the brother of23

François Bozizé?24

A.   [12:37:42] Yes, his elder brother.  He's almost paralysed.  He had diabetes,25
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which was difficult for him.  He was not in a very good condition.1

Q.   [12:38:00] And who took care of him and his medical problems?2

A.   [12:38:08] François Bozizé and for -- it was his son who actually washed him.3

Q.   [12:38:19] So his son took care of him on a daily basis?4

A.   [12:38:27] Exactly.5

Q.   [12:38:30] You said that Guerson was also at the Hilton Hotel.  Did he move to6

the house at the Golf with you?7

A.   [12:38:49] No.8

Q.   [12:38:52] And did you see him there?9

A.   [12:39:00] No, I didn't see him going there.10

Q.   [12:39:04] For the record, I'm referring to allegations of P-1847, and I'm referring11

to pages 63 and 64 of transcript 23.  P-1847, transcript 23.12

I'd now like to show you a photograph, CAR-30-0013-0001 at tab 10 of the Defence13

binder.  CAR-D30-0013-0001. 14

Can you see the photograph up on the screen?15

A.   [12:40:20] Yes, I can.16

Q.   [12:40:23] Do you recognise this house?17

A.   [12:40:32] Perfectly.18

Q.   [12:40:36] And what house is this?19

A.   [12:40:41] The villa rented by the former president, Mr Bozizé.20

Q.   [12:40:47] And the house that is painted blue that is in the background, was that21

part of the residence?22

A.   [12:40:59] No.23

Q.   [12:41:02] When I look at the photograph, I have the impression that there's a24

ground floor and then a first floor; correct?25
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A.   [12:41:12] Yes, that's right.1

Q.   [12:41:17] How many bedrooms were in the house and who slept where, if you2

remember?3

A.   [12:41:27] To the right, beside the pole, we see the bedroom of President Bozizé. 4

And then if you go back, you see where his brother was staying, in a room beside him. 5

And a bit more forward, that is where ma'am   -- 6

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:41:49] Inaudible.7

THE WITNESS:  [12:41:52] (Interpretation) -- and his aide-de-camp stayed.  And8

then further to the back there was a room where I stayed with the co-pilot.9

So there were four bedrooms on the main -- on the first floor.10

MS VANDELER:  (Interpretation)11

Q.   [12:42:10] Were there bedrooms on the ground floor?12

A.   [12:42:18] I think there was a small bedroom beside the kitchen, where Sosthène13

stayed, beside the kitchen.14

Q.   [12:42:36] So all the bedrooms were occupied?15

A.   [12:42:38] Yes, yes.16

Q.   [12:42:42] Now, during Mr Bozizé's stay at the Golf, what did he do during the17

day?  How did he spend his days?18

A.   [12:43:11] Either he was in his bedroom praying or he was downstairs.  There19

was a lounge there where he received people.  It was sort of like a special lounge. 20

He was always there.  If there were visitors, he would receive his visitors on the21

ground floor.22

Q.   [12:43:32] Did he ever leave the residence?23

A.   [12:43:39] Rarely.  It was rarely.  Once, he went to the presidency, or someone24

sent the minister, they went and fetched him, and then he came back, but he was25
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always safe with the presidential guard there.1

Q.   [12:44:07] Would you spend some time with him?  What were things like on a2

daily basis?  Would you eat with him?  Would you spend some time with him? 3

You and the others, I mean.4

A.   [12:44:32] No.  He always ate with his wife.  He was the former president. 5

We couldn't always be with him.  We ate outside, behind the house.  There was a6

garage where we played cards and that is where we would eat -- a garage behind the7

house, that's where we always ate.8

Q.   [12:45:01] You told us that he received visitors.  Did he organise meetings at9

the  Cité du Golf?10 

A.   [12:45:10] No.11

Q.   [12:45:12] Just to make sure we are quite clear about this, to the best of your12

knowledge, were there meetings at the Cité du Golf between François Bozizé, Bernard13

Mokom, Joachim Kokate, Mr Ngaïssona and perhaps other ministers?14

A.   [12:45:32] No, I never heard any talk about that. 15

Q.   [12:45:41] For the --16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:45:42] May I ask a question.  17

Mr Witness, when Mr Bozizé received visitors, were you always present?18

THE WITNESS:  [12:45:55](Interpretation) Mr President, when we were playing19

cards behind the house, at the entrance you see, right here, there was a door that gives20

directly into the -- that gives directly on to the lounge.  When people came in,21

we -- people would come in here and we would be playing cards behind.  We were22

not in a position to know.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:46:30] Thank you.24

Ms Vandeler.25
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MS VANDELER:  [12:46:39](Interpretation) 1

Q.   [12:46:40] We'll get to that point in a few moments, but you did see some people2

visiting Mr Bozizé, didn't you?3

A.   [12:46:45] Yes.4

Q.   [12:46:47] So, in relation to the special meeting amongst these various people,5

Bozizé, Bernard Mokom, Mr Ngaïssona and other ministers, I'm referring to6

allegations by another witness, and this is -- reference is being made to a witness7

statement, 1534 at page 1557.8

Now, you said that there was a security system in place and that was put into place9

by the Cameroonians.10

A.   [12:47:33] Correct.11

Q.   [12:47:36] How many people and where were they stationed, outside or inside12

the house?13

A.   [12:47:50] They were much more in the garage at the back with their cards. 14

Others were at the entrance here, at the entrance.  At the entrance, they would filter15

people.16

Q.   [12:48:12] So they were behind the --17

A.   [12:48:16] Yes.  Where you see the main gate and then the smaller door, they18

were there.19

Q.   [12:48:26] And, once again, now, when Bozizé was staying there, they were20

there around the clock?21

A.   [12:48:32] Yes, around the clock.22

Q.   [12:48:42] Did you ever see them let several people in at the same time?23

A.   [12:48:48] I didn't.  I didn't.24

Q.   [12:48:53] So, you've said that François Bozizé received these visitors in the25
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lounge.1

A.   [12:49:27] Yes.2

Q.   [12:49:29] Did you have access to that room sometimes?3

A.   [12:49:39] It was only later that I had access to the lounge.  When we were there,4

we didn't walk all around the house.5

Q.   [12:49:51] And when François Bozizé received visitors, Vincent was still at the6

Golf, responsible for liaison between him to see -- to determine who was coming and7

going to see him?8

* A.   [12:50:14] During those meetings, Wapounaba and us, we were always playing9

cards.  People might have been calling him on the phone and he would give10

permission to the presidential guard to let the person in, but with the presidential11

guard there, they were always safe.12

Q.   [12:50:34] But, all the same, you must have run into people, or Mr Bozizé, in13

such a small house.  Would he ever come and sit down with you while you were14

playing cards?15

A.   [12:51:02] Once, I remember he did come and he got his chair underneath the16

veranda.  He watched us playing cards and he was smiling, and after a few minutes,17

he left and went back to the spot where he often sat.18

Q.   [12:51:26] And during that stay at the Golf, did you ever hear François Bozizé19

saying anything about the Muslim people of the Central African Republic?20

A.   [12:51:45] Never.  Never, ever.21

Q.   [12:51:49] So, the other people staying at the house when François Bozizé was22

there, the others did not go out, or very little?23

A.   [12:52:19] People went out from time to time, but on a limited basis, either to go24

shopping or get supplies, but you couldn't just go out for a walk.25
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Q.   [12:52:38] Now, while François Bozizé was staying there, was the road outside1

the house barricaded or shut off after a certain time in the evening?2

A.   [12:52:53] I don't know.  It was the presidential guard who was managing that.3

Q.   [12:53:01] So, for your security, you were advised not to go out or to go out as4

little as possible?5

A.   [12:53:11] Yes.6

Q.   [12:53:14] At the Golf, do you remember who visited President Bozizé?7

A.   [12:53:39] I remember Marius Feimounazoui.  Even at the Hilton hotel, I saw8

him once there.  I  remember Songuet Yvon, there was a delegation from his church9

who had come from Togo, and they were barefoot, actually.  A few other people10

came to visit.  Eric Danboy came often, and I think once I saw the other fellow,11

Colonel Doubiwa, he came.  That's what I remember.  The others I might have12

forgotten, I don't know.  Even Francis Bozizé came.  It was his father, so he came13

often.  And at one point, Franklin, he came from France, I think, to live in Yaoundé. 14

I don't know where, but he, too, visited his father.  It was only later that the other15

one, Socrate, joined us after the departure of his father.  He came and he stayed with16

us for a while before he left.17

Q.   [12:55:18] You mentioned Eric Danboy.  Who would he come to meet?  Why18

did he come to see François Bozizé at the Golf?19

A.   [12:55:37] They are relatives.20

Q.   [12:55:41] And Francis Bozizé, did you see him after François Bozizé left?21

A.   [12:55:54] No, never.  He never came back after that.  Even Eric Danboy came22

rarely.23

Q.   [12:56:02] Marius, how many times did you see him at the Golf?24

A.   [12:56:15] I saw him once.  He did come once to visit the president.25
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Q.   [12:56:22] And the same question for Yvon Songuet.1

A.   [12:56:30] He came once.2

Q.   [12:56:33] Did Mr Ngaïssona come to visit Mr Bozizé at the Golf?3

A.   [12:56:41] I didn't see him.4

Q.   [12:56:44] Did Bernard Mokom come to visit Bozizé at the Golf?5

A.   [12:56:58] Him neither.6

Q.   [12:57:01] Levy Yakete, did he come to visit François Bozizé at the Golf?7

A.   [12:57:06] He neither.  At the time, the security was such that people did not8

just show up. With the presidential guard, things were complicated.9

Q.   [12:57:19] David Gbanga, did he come and see?10

A.   [12:57:27] Neither.11

Q.   [12:57:31] Adrien Poussou?12

A.   [12:57:34] I don't think so.13

Q.   [12:57:42] Joachim Kokate?14

A.   [12:57:45] I believe he came once.  I do think so, once.15

Q.   [12:57:51] Do you remember whether he was alone or was there someone with16

him?17

A.   [12:57:57] He was all on his own.18

Q.   [12:58:02] And just before the departure of François Bozizé, do you remember19

whether he received a particular visitor?20

A.   [12:58:15] Yes.  We learned it was the secretary general of the presidency of21

Cameroon who came at night to talk to him.  22

I don't know what they talked about.  It was a Saturday.  And then on Sunday, in23

the morning, we were told that the president had to go to the church and the24

president was going to leave.  We didn't know.  We got dressed and we saw the25
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suitcases.  We didn't understand why the suitcases were put in the car, and his wife1

as well was supposed to leave at the same time as him.  And so the suitcases were2

put in the car.  We went to the church and at the church we prayed and, once the3

mass was over, we were told, no, we're going to the airport, and we were wondering4

what that was all about.  So that was the departure of the former president.  He left5

Cameroon, and we left for the airport -- he left.  The presidential guard brought us6

back.  The presidential guard left.  The ones who were with him left and the ones7

who remained at the villa packed up.  They packed up everything that they owned8

and that was the end of it.  The former president had gone, his wife as well.  There9

were only us, we were the only ones left at the house.10

Q.   [12:59:57] You just told us that you went to the airport and you went to the11

airport -- well, you said "we".  Who are you talking about?12

A.   [13:00:25] Me and me colleague, the co-pilot.13

Q.   [13:00:29] Was Vincent also with you?14

A.   [13:00:33] Yes.  It was only once we got back that we learned that the president15

had had to leave the country.16

Q.   [13:00:45] Now, just to hark back to the day before, you say that the secretary17

general of the presidency of Cameroon came to visit François Bozizé.  Where were18

you at that time?19

A.   [13:01:05] Still behind the house.20

Q.   [13:01:08] But even though you were behind the house, you knew that person21

was visiting François Bozizé?22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:01:27] Please wait a second.  Mr Vanderpuye.23

MR VANDERPUYE:  [13:01:31] Thank you, Mr President. 24

I know we want to move a little quickly in this, so I don't mind that there are some25
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leading questions.  But that's a leading question, so I object to it.  1

And I also notice the time.2

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:01:43] Well, we only started at 12.3

MR VANDERPUYE:  [13:01:45] Oh, excuse me.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:01:47] Yes, yes.  5

So, well, I think the witness can answer it, I think.  I don't have any objections to the6

form of questioning.7

And you may continue until half past 1.  8

MS VANDELER:  [13:02:01] Thank you, Mr President. 9

I don't see at all how it was leading, but thank you for letting me continue. 10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:14] So you can ask the witness if he was11

aware of the appearance, and things like that.  That's absolutely no problem.12

MS VANDELER:  [13:02:25] Thank you.13

Q.   [13:02:26](Interpretation) So, you were behind the villa physically but,14

nonetheless, you knew that Mr François Bozizé was taking a visit; is that correct?15

A.   [13:02:40] Yes.16

Q.   [13:02:44] Okay.  We're now going to talk about François Bozizé's departure a17

little bit, if you agree.  18

At approximately what date did François Bozizé leave Cameroon; in other words,19

leave his residence at the Golf? 20

A.   [13:03:11] I don't recall, but it was a month, a month afterwards.  We spent21

two months there - one month at the Hilton and one month exactly at the Golf - and22

then he left.23

Q.   [13:03:26] I'm going to try and assist you a little bit.  I'm going to show you an24

extract from a Facebook conversation between you and an individual whom I'm not25
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going to name, dated 3 June 2013.  This is a document which should not be1

displayed publicly, and it is the document CAR-OTP-2131-6463, at page 6471, at tab2

31 of the Defence binder. 3

Do you see the document, witness?4

A.   [13:04:51] Yes. Could you go up the page a little, please?  No.  5

Q.   [13:05:03] Do you want us to move down?6

A.   [13:05:06] Yes.7

Q.   [13:05:07] Very well.  We are going to look at this in more detail.  We won't8

mention the name of the Facebook account.  We will state that only in private9

session.10

Do you see the Facebook account there?  Is it your Facebook account?11

A.   [13:05:31] Yes.12

Q.   [13:05:32] So, on 3 June 2013, this person says to you that the boss is in France13

and you answer him that he's no longer in Yaoundé, but you don't know where he is.14

Now, my question is the following:  Who is this "boss" you're referring to?15

A.   [13:05:47] Former President Bozizé.16

Q.   [13:05:51] And, as far as you recall, is what you said to this individual correct; in17

other words, had former president François Bozizé already left Cameroon on 318

June 2013?19

A.   [13:06:12] It is my cousin on the maternal side who lives in France, and still lives20

there today, who said that he was in France.  That's how I learnt that he was in21

France.  I didn't know where he had gone.22

Q.   [13:06:33] Very well.  But you agree that on 3 June, when you said this,23

François Bozizé had already left Cameroon?24

A.   [13:06:42] Yes, that is correct.25
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Q.   [13:06:45] And who did Mr François Bozizé leave with when he left, when he1

left by aeroplane?2

A.   [13:07:03] He took the plane alone to leave.  His wife also took an aeroplane to3

leave and she went to Chad.  They left on the same day, but separately.4

Q.   [13:07:20] So, if I understand correctly, he wasn't even accompanied by his5

aide-de-camp, Vincent Wapounaba?6

A.   [13:07:30] No, we stayed together.7

Q.   [13:07:35] And, if you know, when did Wapounaba leave Cameroon8

definitively?9

A.   [13:07:41] On 7 April 2014, we left Cameroon definitively.  I, myself, and10

Sosthène, as well as the pilot left Cameroon for Bangui, so all five of us.   11

Q.   [13:08:14] So did you all leave together by the -- with the same aeroplane?12

A.   [13:08:17] Yes, absolutely.13

Q.   [13:08:21] Correct me if I am wrong, but you hadn't been given notice that he14

was leaving on that day after that meeting at the church, and you did not know at all15

what the president's destination was?16

A.   [13:08:44] No, we didn't know.17

Q. [13:08:47] Were the others who were living in the house as surprised as you were?18

* A.   [13:09:03] No, I can’t say what the others knew. As for Wapounaba, I think he19 

actually knew that the president was going to leave, but he did not tell us.  But I20

couldn't really say for the others.  I don't know.  I believe that Wapounaba knew21

that he was going.  I don't know about the others.22

Q.   [13:09:27] Did he leave you any money for food, to pay the household expenses?23

A.   [13:09:37] I didn't hear anything about money, I don't know at all, but there24

were food supplies in the freezer, so we did have food.  But as regards money, I25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-299-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 15-07-2024 57/93 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4679

15.07.2024          Page 58

don't know about that.1

Q.   [13:09:49] But did you have enough to survive, in terms of food and the bills? 2

Did life become difficult at any point in time?3

A.   [13:10:11] We finished our supplies and then it was more difficult.  We asked4

for help.  We were given some, from time to time, and later we received some money5

from Mr Ngaïssona to be able to pay for food.  So, from time to time he provided6

assistance.7

Q.   [13:10:42] But before he left, were there some rumours in the house about his8

imminent departure from Cameroon?9

A.   [13:11:02] No.  No, well, we were surprised.  If there were rumours, we10

wouldn't have been surprised.11

Q.   [13:11:11] Did you have any information regarding why Mr François Bozizé left12

at that point in time?13

A.   [13:11:25] Back then, we had no idea.  But, with hindsight and having analysed14

the situation, I believe it was because of pressure from Chad and the authorities in the15

Central African Republic.  They put pressure on Cameroon to have him   -- to force16

him to leave.  That's what we deduced later.17

Q.   [13:11:51] And when you say you had understood that, who do you mean?18

A.   [13:11:57] I mean myself and also the co-pilot, but I think that also the RFI,19

et cetera, there were analysts who were saying that pressure from Chad and the20

authorities in the Central African Republic had forced Cameroon to ask him to leave. 21

Q.   [13:12:27] And did you hear why, why the Cameroonian authorities allegedly22

asked François Bozizé to leave?23

A.   [13:12:38] No, I didn't hear anything about that.24

Q.   [13:12:42] Did you remain in contact with the president after he had left?25
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A.   [13:12:53] No.1

Q.   [13:12:56] Did he subsequently send instructions to you from his new place of2

residence, either directly or through somebody else?3

A.   [13:13:18] No idea.  At the time, no idea.4

Q.   [13:13:22] So, could one say that he left the residence of the house alone to just5

get on as best they could without any news from him?6

A.   [13:13:41] The rent had been paid for one year, so we had no problem on that7

front.  When it came to food, we got some help to survive, that's all, but we didn't8

receive any news from him.9

Q.   [13:14:00] So, aside from yourself and Claude Beounde, did the others in the10

house have the same financial difficulties?11

A.   [13:14:15] Well, as regards money, I don't really know what their situation was. 12

I just knew our situation.13

Q.   [13:14:30] I'm talking about the expenses of running the house, the cost of14

buying food or paying bills.  You ate together, did you not?15

A.   [13:14:40] Yes.16

Q.   [13:14:42] So, did you observe that the other people living in the house were17

facing the same difficulties to get food and pay the bills?18

A.   [13:14:59] Well, we did a lot together.  If we received some assistance, we19

would pay the electricity and water bills.  When it came to food, we sometimes ate20

together, sometimes we did not.  When we received assistance, we would have21

something in the refrigerator and we would eat that, little by little, and that's how it22

went on.  When we would run out of things, we would negotiate additional23

assistance.24

Q.   [13:15:35] So, what I've understood from what you said, you and the others who25
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were living in the house continued to live in that house.  Did the Cameroonian1

authorities ask you and the others living at the Golf to leave the country?  Were you2

given notice, for instance, to leave Cameroon?3

A.   [13:15:57] Well, at the last minute, we were put under pressure and asked to4

leave the house, the villa.  We were -- when we were asked to leave the villa, the5

captain there called the minister of defence, Gina Timagouia, and said that actually6

we wanted to go back to our country.  That's when the minister sent five tickets to all7

five of us, to myself, Wapounaba, Beounde -- all five of us.  It was the minister of8

Defence who sent tickets for us so that we could indeed return to Bangui.9

Q.   [13:16:35] Thank you, witness.  Now, I'm actually referring to in the immediate10

period after the departure of François Bozizé, or the weeks after that.11

A.   [13:16:45] No, no, no, there was no pressure put on us.12

Q.   [13:16:52] Did I understand correctly, you've also just said that the Cameroonian13

guard had also left?14

A.   [13:17:01] Yes, automatically.15

Q.   [13:17:05] Very well.  And, so, after the departure of François Bozizé, how did16

you spend your time?  How did you spend your days?17

A.   [13:17:20] Well, it was difficult.  All we did was play cards.  We had no other18

activity.  We didn't want to leave the house, and so we would stay on the compound,19

play cards, eat, see out the day and then sleep.  It was not very enjoyable, but that's20

how it was.21

Q.   [13:17:42] Sorry if I'm   -- to have to push you on this, or to come back with more22

questions, but can you tell me which people in the house would play cards?23

A.   [13:17:56] Everyone, everyone in the house would play  24

cards.25
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Q.   [13:18:01] So Claude, Vincent Wapounaba, Firmin Danboy, Nankosse?1

A.   [13:18:19] Nankosse didn't play cards much.  He was big into sport.  He2

would run and run and run.  Sosthène and myself, and the chap who joined us,3

Raymond, he was the person who dealt with the wardrobe, the clothing of the former4

president.  And he also provided some security, ensuring that nobody could get5

close to the president.  He, too, played cards with us.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:18:52] Please move on to another subject.7

MS VANDELER:  [13:19:12](Interpretation) 8

Q.   [13:19:12] Did you have a lot of visitors?9

A.   [13:19:16] Only very rarely.  And I, myself, no, I had none.10

Q.   [13:19:24] In general?11

A.   [13:19:31] Yes, there were visitors who came, after the departure of the12

president.13

Q.   [13:19:40] I would like to display a document at tab 58 of the Defence list.  It's14

CAR-OTP-2133-4163, and at page CAR-OTP-2131-4174. 15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:20:32] I think again not to be displayed.16

MS VANDELER:  [13:20:37] Sorry.17

THE WITNESS:  [13:20:48](Interpretation) Yes, I see it.18

MR VANDELER:  [13:20:53](Interpretation)  19

Q.   [13:20:54] So, on 15 July at 16:17 and then 16:22, you say that you're playing20

cards, you've got nothing to do, you're just filling your time.21

A.   [13:21:09] Mmm-hmm.  Yes, that's right.  Yes, we were filling our time.22

Q.   [13:21:17] And then if you go to page 4236 of the same document, it's now23

17 September 2013, so somewhat later - 4236, please - at time 07:17:03, you're asked24

how was your day yesterday, and you said, "Like the others before it, didn't do25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-299-Red2-ENG CT2 WT 15-07-2024 61/93 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18
WITNESS: CAR-D30-P-4679

15.07.2024          Page 62

anything, it's a pain"?1

A.   [13:22:01] Yes.2

Q.   [13:22:03] Does this reflect, in fact, how life was at the Golf in the month after3

the departure, or months after the departure of François Bozizé -- that was in June4

and now we are in September?5

A.   [13:22:17] Well, we were state employees and when you are an employee of the6

state and have nothing to do, well, it's really quite tricky.  We just played cards. 7

Okay, yes, it's an activity, but it's just to pass the time and that's why I said it was8

rather painful.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:22:34] Well, that confirms what the witness has10

said.  Please move -- really, it's enough with playing cards now.  You can be sure11

that we understand what you want to elicit from the witness, but we have entertained12

this now sufficiently. Yes.13

MS VANDELER:  [13:23:04](Interpretation) Yes, thank you, your Honour.14

Q.   [13:23:07] Now, any time, did -- at any time after the departure of François15

Bozizé, did you see Joachim Kokate, Bernard Mokom and Mr Ngaïssona together?16

A.   [13:23:25] Mr Ngaïssona came to visit us and, as he also likes to play cards, he17

also played cards with us, per times.  Sometimes he came to provide us with some18

help, with food, and he would play cards too.  I never saw Kokate at the Golf.19

Q.   [13:23:49] Thank you.  My question was actually did you ever see all three of20

those individuals together?21

A.   [13:23:53] No.22

Q.   [13:23:58] And did you see Joachim Kokate and Mr Ngaïssona together at the23

Golf?24

A.   [13:24:05] No.25
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Q.   [13:24:08] At that point in time, there were no longer any presidential guard1

members and you had free rein of the premises; is that correct?2

A.   [13:24:25] Yes.3

Q.   [13:24:28] For the record, I refer to the allegations of the witness 2673 in his4

statement, CAR-OTP-2127-6435 at page 6448. 5

So, now we're going to talk a little bit about Mr Ngaïssona, if I --6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:25:03] If I may.  This is essentially a new7

subject, and it's shortly before --8

MS VANDELER:  [13:25:10]  Sorry, I hadn't kept track of the time.  No, it's perfect9

if we can break now.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:25:17] Indeed, I also think.  11

So let's have the break until 2.30.12

THE COURT USHER:  [13:25:20] All rise. 13

(Recess taken at 1.25 p.m.) 14

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.33 p.m.) 15

THE COURT USHER:  [14:33:14] All rise. 16

Please be seated. 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:33:36] Good afternoon.  Ms Vandeler has still18

the floor.  Not surprisingly.19

Mr Witness, I would ask you a favour to speak even a bit slower than you did before20

the break so that the interpreters can follow, yes?  Please try.  And perhaps when21

you get too quick and I make a gesture, you understand what it means, yes?  To slow22

down a little bit, if I do it this way.  Thank you very much.23

THE WITNESS:  [14:34:10](Interpretation) Very well.24

MS VANDELER:  [14:34:12](Interpretation) Mr President, I will bear that in mind as25
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well.  So I will try and speak slowly as well.  Fine.  1

Q.   [14:34:27] So after the departure of Francois Bozize, Mr Ngaïssona, did he go to2

the Golf? 3

A.   [14:34:37] If you say come to live, that's an exaggeration.  He came from time to4

time, and I remember that he was a bit ill and he played cards.  A bit of time past,5

and he spent a night or so with us and then afterwards he left again.6

Q.   [14:34:59] So he never lived in the Golf for a certain period of time?7

A.   [14:35:06] No. 8

Q.   [14:35:12] Do you know which town did Ngaïssona live?9

A.   [14:35:17] I don't know exactly, but I think in Yaounde he has a house or his10

children are there, and once he invited us to play cards there.  We took a taxi, I and11

Wapounaba, and perhaps Sosthène as well, we went there.  He -- he gave us a meal12

and then we played cards until the night fell and then we returned back home.  13

But whether he slept there or where he spent the time with his children, I really don't14

know.15

Q.   [14:35:55] He didn't say he -- that he lived in Douala at that moment?16

A.   [14:36:03] I never asked him that question. 17

Q.   [14:36:15] And when he came to play cards with you, did he come alone or was18

he accompanied?19

A.   [14:36:23] He was alone. 20

Q.   [14:36:29] Did he sometimes give you a bit of money?21

A.   [14:36:36] Yes.  Not individually, but our reserves of food was limited and he22

gave us some money for that, so he tried to fill the deep freeze, et cetera, so in that23

way he helped us. 24

Q.   [14:37:02] And roughly how many times did he give you money for food?25
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A.   [14:37:10] Two or three times.  Once there was -- there was Marius who came1

once.  Yvon Songuet also.2

Q.   [14:37:34] What sort of amount are we talking about that Ngaïssona gave you or3

those two other people who came that you just mentioned?  Was it an amount in4

order to live for how long, for how many days?5

A.   [14:37:50] No, he didn't give us money individually, he just had a lump sum and6

he gave it in an envelope and he said that was for us to have food.  He was there7

with Sosthène who was working in the kitchen and he saw to it that we had enough8

in the deep freeze.  He wanted to make sure that we always had something to eat.9

Q.   [14:38:23] Do you remember that the first time when you saw Mr Ngaïssona, did10

he seem to be in good form, physically speaking?11

A.   [14:38:32] As I told you, at a certain point of time, he looked a bit ill.  Even if he12

was playing cards, he didn't look well.  And I saw also that he was taking some13

medication. 14

Q.   [14:38:54] Do you remember a paraclinic, a Chinese paraclinic in the Bastos15

neighbourhood where Mr Ngaïssona went?  16

A.   [14:39:07] He advised us to go there because they had good products.  He even17

advised us, but I never had the -- any reason to go there.18

Q.   [14:39:19] Do you know Fred Serefio?19

A.   [14:39:51] Yes, he was a former driver of Bozize at that time before he left for20

exile.21

Q.   [14:40:09] Did he go to the Golf?22

A.   [14:40:12] No. 23

Q.   [14:40:17] Did you ever see together, with Bernard Mokom and Mr Ngaïssona,24

did you ever see them together? 25
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A.   [14:40:30] Never.1

Q.   [14:40:33] Have you heard it said that he received money from Mr Ngaïssona2

and Mr Bernard Mokom?3

A.   [14:40:42] Never. 4

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:40:46] Correction:  It's M Mokom.  5

MS VANDELER:  [14:40:52](Interpretation) I'm talking -- I'm making as a reference6

to the allegations or statements made by P-1847 in his testimony of7

CAR-OTP-2122-825 -- 2122-8251.8

Q.   [14:41:20] After the departure of Francois Bozize, did you see Bernard Mokom at9

the Golf residence?10

A.   [14:41:28] After, yes, he came once.  He didn't live there.  He just dropped in11

once and that's how I got to know him.  And then afterwards, he went on his way.12

Q.   [14:41:47] And do you know who he came to see on that day?13

A.   [14:41:49] No, it's relatives, family.  They are all relatives of Bozize, Sosthène,14

et cetera.15

Q.   [14:42:03] Are you saying it wasn't -- that you weren't surprised that he went to16

see his relatives; is that correct?17

A.   [14:42:10] Yes, that's what I'm deducing.18

Q.   [14:42:15] Bernard Mokom, did he play cards?19

A.   [14:42:21] No, he didn't know how to play cards. 20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:42:25] Well, there you have it. 21

MS VANDELER:  [14:42:31](Interpretation) 22

Q.   [14:42:33] Bernard Mokom, did he ever live at the Golf residence?23

A.   [14:42:39] I don't remember.24

Q.   [14:42:44] Did you live there?  Can you try and remember whether he lived25
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there or not?1

A.   [14:42:53] For the moment, I can't -- I can't think of it.  I can't remember. 2

Q.   [14:43:04] Do you know Juvenal Ngouakossi or Kombo?3

A.   [14:43:18] Yes.4

Q.   [14:43:18] What was your relationship with him?5

A.   [14:43:23] The -- his wife had other children and they were living together.6

Q.   [14:43:38] So you knew him well?7

A.   [14:43:41] Yes. 8

Q.   [14:43:43] Did you see him at the Golf?9

A.   [14:43:50] Never. 10

Q.   [14:43:53] Do you know Steve Yambete?11

A.   [14:44:02] Yes.12

Q.   [14:44:05] Did you see him at the Golf?13

A.   [14:44:11] He never set foot there. 14

Q.   [14:44:18] You never saw him at a meeting with Bernard Mokom and Ngaïssona15

at the Golf?16

A.   [14:44:25] No.17

MS VANDELER:  [14:44:28](Interpretation) For the record, I'm referring to Witness18

P-2673, CAR-OTP-2127-6435, page 6445. 19

Q.   [14:44:54] Do you know Aime Vincent Bozize?20

A.   [14:45:00] Yes, by name.  It's the son of the former president.21

Q.   [14:45:07] Just to understand, are you saying you never saw him yourself22

physically?23

A.   [14:45:12] Yes, I saw him in the neighbourhood before, but I know it's the son of24

the former president.25
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Q.   [14:45:21] Did you ever see him at the Golf?1

A.   [14:45:27] He never set foot there. 2

Q.   [14:45:39] Do you know an officer, Lamkague?3

A.   [14:45:44] I've heard often talk about him, yes. 4

Q.   [14:45:50] Do you know him physically?5

A.   [14:45:56] Physically, no. 6

Q.   [14:45:59] Do you know Olivier Koudemon?7

A.   [14:46:14] Yes.8

Q.   [14:46:16] Do you know, whether it was Lamkague or Koudemon, did they ever9

go to the Golf when you were there?10

A.   [14:46:31] No, they never set foot there.11

Q.   [14:46:36] Do you know Christian Grimari?12

A.   [14:46:43] No, I don't know him. 13

Q.   [14:46:48] Do you know Elysee Sabe?14

A.   [14:46:54] I've heard that name.  It's a big brother.  But personally I don't know15

him.16

Q.   [14:47:01] Do you know Colonel Mboya?17

A.   [14:47:08] Yes, he was part of the presidential suite at that time, but I think he18

went to Bertoua.  He was the director of the presidential security. 19

Q.   [14:47:25] Do you know whether he ever visited the Golf when Bozize was20

there?21

A.   [14:47:29] I never saw him there.22

* Q.   [14:47:42] Do you know   an officer, Semndiro?23

A.   [14:47:47] Yes.24

Q.   [14:47:48] Same question, did he come to the Golf during your stay there?25
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A.   [14:47:53] Never.1

Q.   [14:47:56] Do you know Eugene Ngaikosset?2

A.   [14:48:08] Yes.3

Q.   [14:48:09] Do you know him well?4

A.  [14:48:10] Yes, I know him very well.5

Q.   [14:48:20] Mr Witness, I would like to remind you once again that please have a6

pause, a break after each of my questions.  I know it's difficult because you're7

concentrating on what you want to say, but please remember to have a pause. 8

So we were talking of Eugene Ngaikosset who you knew well. 9

Did he live in the Golf?10

A.   [14:48:50] No.11

Q.   [14:48:51] Did you see him once at the Golf, at least once at the Golf?12

A.   [14:48:55] Yes. 13

Q.   [14:48:59] Was it in the residence or in the neighbourhood of the Golf?14

A.   [14:49:09] *We were playing cards, he came, he greeted everyone. Well, he15

remained standing.  Since we were all playing cards, we didn't really have any16

discussions.  And after the cards, he left.  I remember that. 17

Q.   [14:49:35] And you don't know who he came to see at the residence?18

A.   [14:49:40] He came to chat with everyone and then we all played cards together. 19

When he came, we were all playing cards and we didn't really chat a lot.  And20

afterwards, he left. 21

Q.   [14:50:04] Do you remember who played cards at that moment when he was22

there?23

A.   [14:50:10] There was the same team always. 24

MS VANDELER:  [14:50:19](Interpretation) For the record, P-1847, transcript 23,25
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English version, page 8788. 1

Q.   [14:51:00] Do you know Davy Fono?2

A.   [14:51:07] Yes.3

Q.   [14:51:08] Did he come to the Golf?4

A.   [14:51:12] Yes, I think at the beginning when we started living in the Golf,5

I think he was the nephew of Wapounaba.  He lived with us for a certain moment6

and then he left.7

Q.   [14:51:32] Did you hear anything that Fono was a bodyguard of Mr Ngaïssona8

in Yaounde?9

A.   [14:51:47] I don't know anything about that.10

Q.   [14:51:55] And you don't know what sort of -- the relationship was between11

Mr Ngaïssona and Fono?12

A.   [14:52:03] No, I don't know.  Apart from Mr Ngaïssona, no, I don't really know. 13

I know that he's a relative of Wapounaba.14

MS VANDELER:  [14:52:21](Interpretation) For the records, I'm referring to Witness15

2673, transcript 41, English version, page 14. 16

Q.   [14:52:48] Do you know Jules Pessere?17

A.   [14:52:58] No. 18

Q.   [14:53:01] Do you know a certain Kambasseo?19

A.   [14:53:09] No.20

Q.   [14:53:15] Do you know a certain Didier Danboy?21

A.   [14:53:22] Yes, I know him.  It's an officer.22

Q.   [14:53:31] Did you see him at the Golf?23

A.   [14:53:32] No.24

Q.   [14:53:35] Do you know a certain Achille Godonam?25
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A.   [14:53:46] Achille Godonam, the name Godonam, I'm not sure. 1

Q.   [14:54:04] Generally speaking, were there Central African soldiers who gathered2

in the Golf residence?3

A.   [14:54:12] No, not really any soldiers.  Only the people who were there as4

residents. 5

Q.   [14:54:25] Was there never any youth groups, civilian youths from the Central6

Africans who gathered in the residence?7

*A. [14:54:39] No, it was not really a venue for meetings. We preferred a calm location.8

Q.   [14:54:45] Was there a soldier who -- knew and who lived in Yaounde, or other9

soldiers who you should know, told you that they got money from Mr Ngaïssona?10

A.   [14:55:04] No. 11

Q.   [14:55:11] And you never heard anyone talk about this?12

A.   [14:55:15] That's also true. 13

Q.   [14:55:21] Do you know or did you hear it being said that Francois Bozize gave14

money to some FACA members who were exiled in Cameroon?15

A.   [14:55:37] He was not in Cameroon and if he gave money, I don't know.16

Q.   [14:55:43] Just to be very clear about this, Mr Ngaïssona or Bernard Mokom, did17

they ever hand out money to soldiers or youths at the Golf residence so that they18

could transfer it at the border?19

A.   [14:56:06] I don't know because I'm not -- I wasn't a soldier over there, I don't20

know quite what was going on. 21

Q.   [14:56:18] I'm sorry, you did already answer that question. 22

And you, who saw Mr Ngaïssona from time to time in Yaounde, did he never tell you23

that he was going to Beloko, Garam-Boulai or Bouar in order to -- to meet soldiers24

who were on the ground?25
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A.   [14:56:46] I don't know.1

Q.   [14:56:50] Did he ever tell you anything like that?2

A.   [14:56:53] No.3

Q.   [14:56:56] And when you saw Mr Ngaïssona, what sort of topics did you talk4

about?  Did you talk about what was happening in the Central African Republic5

sometimes?6

A.   [14:57:09] Never ever.  We played cards, we joked and we just passed time like7

that.  We never spoke about what was happening in our country.8

MS VANDELER:  [14:57:31](Interpretation) Mr President, I've finished with my9

questions as regards this part and I'd like to hand over to Mr Knoops, with your10

leave.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:57:42] Of course.12

Mr Knoops, you have the floor.13

MS VANDELER:  [14:57:46](Interpretation) Thank you, Witness. 14

QUESTIONED BY MR KNOOPS:15

Q.   [14:58:04] Good afternoon, sir.  Good afternoon, Mr Ouébio. 16

A.   [14:58:13] Good afternoon.17

Q.   [14:58:13] We met this morning.  I'm one of the lawyers of Mr Ngaïssona.  My18

name is Alexander Knoops, I'm an attorney at law   here in the Netherlands. 19

The remaining part of this afternoon, sir, I intend to ask you about some specific20

allegations which are made against Mr Ngaïssona before this Court, and then most21

likely tomorrow and part of Wednesday, I envision to examine you about certain22

specific topics and Facebook conversations.23

My colleague, Ms Vandeler, already went into some of the topics I would like to24

address also, but more specific in light of the allegations made to Mr Ngaïssona.25
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Now, my first question is:  Did you ever in 2013 or later hear that Mr Ngaïssona1

brought together in Yaounde - apart from what you just said about the Golf residence,2

speaking now more in general about Yaounde in 2013 - whether you heard that he3

brought together in those days groups of youth or FACA soldiers in Yaounde?4

A.   [14:59:57] I don't remember that and I never heard that. 5

Q.   [15:00:02] You already answered the question whether these meetings were held6

in the Golf residence or not.  I have a follow-up question:  Did you ever hear in7

those days or later on that Mr Ngaïssona in 2013 in Yaounde was in communication8

with elements in the field at the border at Garam-Boulai?9

A.   [15:00:41] I don't remember that.10

Q.   [15:00:45] Are you familiar with a person with the name Hissene Mahamat11

Zokoue, also known as Machin-Machin?12

A.   [15:01:05] I don't know him.13

Q.   [15:01:08] A person close to this witness came before this Court to say that in14

2013, a group of 17 youth came from Douala to the Golf residence in Yaounde where15

Mr Ngaïssona appeared on the balcony of the Golf residence, and subsequently16

Mr Bernard Mokom would have distributed 15,000 CFA for transportation to17

Garam-Boulai.  Did you ever hear about such a narrative?18

A.   [15:02:07] If I ever saw that, if I heard it, I would confirm it because I swore to19

tell the truth.20

Q.   [15:02:21] It's for the Chamber reference P-1719, transcript number 141, English21

version, page 44 till 46.22

Did you ever see, Mr Ouébio, in 2013 in Yaounde at the Golf residence a footballer23

with the name Chogbo, full name Prince Samolah?24

A.   [15:03:05] Samolah, I don't know, I didn't know.25
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Q.   [15:03:12] Did you ever hear, Mr Ouébio, or see that Mr Ngaïssona in Yaounde1

2013 organised military reinforcements for the elements in the field on the ground at2

the border, such as ammunition, food, weapons, phone credit, et cetera?3

A.   [15:03:55] I didn't hear these allegations.4

Q.   [15:04:10] Did you ever hear of the persons with the name Kambasseo, Hector5

Emtenou, Didier Danboy and Jules Pessere?6

A.   [15:04:41] Hector, Danboy I knew.  And who else was it?  Kambasseo, I don't7

know. 8

Q.   [15:04:52] It's Hector Emtenou. 9

A.   [15:04:56] Hector Emtenou, yes.  Hector Emtenou, he's the older brother of10

Emtenou, the son of the older brother of President Bozize.11

Q.   [15:05:10] Did you ever see him at the Golf residence?12

A.   [15:05:18] Yes, he took over from Evince, who was meant to go back to Bangui to13

work there, and the person -- well, his father was replacing Evince.14

Q.   [15:05:34] Did you ever hear, Mr Witness, that Mr Ngaïssona sent these people15

from Yaounde to Garam-Boulai?16

A.   [15:05:54] I didn't hear that information.17

MR KNOOPS:  [15:05:58] For the Court, that's the allegation from P-2673,18

CAR-OTP-2127-6435 at 6460 till 6461.19

Q.   [15:06:24] Did you ever hear, Mr Ouébio, that Mr Ngaïssona in 2013, Yaounde,20

was in communication with the FACA elements at the border?21

A.   [15:06:40] I have no information about that.22

MR KNOOPS:  [15:06:51] That's, for the Court, P-1847, CAR-OTP-2122-8251-R01 at23

8254, paragraph 24, also cited in the trial brief. 24

Q.   [15:07:16] My colleague, Ms Vandeler, just asked you about Mr Eugene25
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Ngaikosset and you already said that you didn't see him at the Golf residence.  1

My specific question is the following.  Prosecution witness came before this Court2

saying that Mr Ngaikosset received instructions and money from Mr Ngaïssona and3

Bernard Mokom with a view to return to fight in the Central African Republic.  Have4

you ever heard about such an allegation?5

A.   [15:08:13] Never.  I never heard about that.  I didn't see it or hear it.6

MR KNOOPS:  [15:08:17] That is, for the Court, P-1847, transcript T-023, English7

version, at the pages 87 till 88.8

Q.   [15:08:39] Now, Mr Ouébio, I turn to the allegation that Mr Ngaïssona and9

Bernard Mokom financially supported from Yaounde the elements in the field of the10

Anti-Balaka and the FACA.  My first question is did you ever hear or see that11

Mr Ngaïssona or Bernard Mokom transferred money while in Yaounde to those12

elements via Express Union and using, therefore, intermediaries?13

A.   [15:09:26] I don't know that.14

MR KNOOPS:  [15:09:37] That's, for the Court's reference, P-1847, transcript T-023,15

English version, page 42, line 13 of the transcript.16

Q.   [15:09:55] You already answered the question of my colleague, Ms Vandeler,17

about Mr Fred Serefio that you never heard that he received money from18

Mr Ngaïssona or Bernard Mokom, but my question is specific.  There is an allegation19

before this Court made by a Prosecution witness that in 2013 in Yaounde Bernard20

Mokom   came to the Golf residence to ask Fred Serefio to make such transfers via21

Express Union.  Did you ever hear about such an incident that Bernard Mokom came22

to the Golf hotel to instruct Fred Serefio to act as intermediary using Express Union to23

transfer money to motivate elements to fight?24

A.   [15:11:16] Fred Serefio didn't live in the Golf.  He never put a foot down, I25
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never saw him there, so how Mr Mokom would have provided him with money, I1

just don't know.2

MR KNOOPS:  [15:11:32] The allegation is to be found in the statement of P-1847,3

T-023, English version, page 42, line 17 till 23, for the Court's reference.4

Q.   [15:11:59] There's also an allegation made in this case that you did say to Juvenal5

Ngouakossi, Kombo, that money transfers were made in 2013 for transportation of6

elements to the border to await further instructions to fight, to await the order to7

attack.  What do you say to this allegation made by the Prosecution witness about8

you?9

A.   [15:12:41] I haven't understood the question.10

Q.   [15:12:50] There is an individual, Mr Ouébio, who did say that you told Juvenal11

Ngouakossi that money transfers were made in 2013 to elements in order to fight, so12

you would have told about these transfers to Mr Juvenal Ngouakossi?13

A.   [15:13:26] For the moment, myself, I'm not even aware of it.  How can I14

possibly confirm something that I don't know.15

MR KNOOPS:  [15:13:42] For the Court's reference, that's the allegation made by16

P-300 and it is to be found in CAR-OTP-2055-2511-R01 at 2510, paragraph 48 of the17

statement of that witness.18

Q.   [15:14:20] Now, you already answered the question asked by my colleague,19

Ms Vandeler, about the money which was two or three times given by Mr Ngaïssona20

for purpose of food.  My question is did you ever hear him saying that that money21

was to support the elements in the field?22

A.   [15:14:54] What money?  I haven't understood. 23

Q.   [15:15:00] I understood that you did say that Mr Ngaïssona sometimes gave a24

small amount of currency of money to Wapounaba for purposes of food; is that right?25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:15:30] Mr Vanderpuye.1

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:15:31] I don't believe that the witness indicated how much2

money was given to Wapounaba.  He did say money was given to Wapounaba and3

Wapounaba used that money to give to the cook and to help (Overlapping speakers) 4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:15:48] Well, this has been answered.  5

I think you want to know something different, Mr Knoops?6

MR KNOOPS:  [15:15:54] My question was to Mr Ouébio whether he has any7

information or indication that the money which was supposed to be used for cooking8

was actually used to support elements in the field. 9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:16:07] That's different, of course.10

Mr Vanderpuye, you do not agree? 11

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:16:12] No, because Mr Knoops hasn't elicited from the12

witness how much money was given to Wapounaba in the first place.  So it's13

impossible for the witness to say X amount went to food and X amount went to why14

when we don't know what X amount is.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:16:28] Well, to shorten things.  Mr Witness, do16

you know exactly how much money Mr Ngaïssona gave -- Mr Witness, a question by17

the Presiding Judge.  Do you know exactly how much money Mr Ngaïssona gave to18

Mr Wapounaba, do you know the amount of money?19

THE WITNESS:  [15:16:53](Interpretation) No, I don't know. 20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:16:57] So if you don't know that, do you know if21

the money that has been given --22

THE WITNESS:  [15:17:03](Interpretation) No.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:04] Yes, okay.  If this was distributed24

differently, he doesn't know that, Mr Knoops.  Please continue.  Which is logical if25
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he doesn't know the amount. 1

MR KNOOPS:  [15:17:21]2

Q.   [15:17:23] Mr Witness, you never heard afterwards that that money was actually3

used for different purposes than for food, apart from the amount?4

A.   [15:17:36] My first understanding is that the money that was provided to5

Wapounaba, after a short time, he provided it to Sosthène, who went to the large6

market where they were selling beef carcasses and they would take cuttings from that7

and he would also buy fresh fish to fill the fridge -- or the freezer.  That's all that I8

know.  But using the money for other purposes, that's something I don't know.9

Q.   [15:18:09] Thank you, Mr Ouébio.  10

Now I turn to a different topic.  There's an allegation made before this Court that11

Mr Ngaïssona and Bernard Mokom used archers to provide Thurayas.  Now, my12

first question to you on this subject is did you ever hear or see that in October or13

November 2013, Mr Ngaïssona or Bernard Mokom met a group of persons identified14

as the archers in order to provide them with Thurayas?15

A.   [15:19:07] In my opinion, I don't know the question about the archers.  Did they16

come to -- the archers?  We didn't move from the -- we didn't move from the Golf. 17

Did they -- where did they meet?  I  don't know.  I have no idea about them.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:19:20] I think we leave it at that, Mr Knoops,19

because we don't even know if the witness knew the whereabouts from September,20

October, November of Mr Ngaïssona.  I  think they haven't been together.  So please21

move on.22

MR KNOOPS:  [15:19:35] Yes.23

Q.   [15:19:36] Mr Ouébio, let me approach the topic from another perspective.  Did24

you ever see Thurayas at the Golf residence?25
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A.   [15:19:47] No, I didn't. 1

Q.   [15:19:51] Did you ever hear that Mr Ngaïssona provided Thurayas to2

individuals who were at the border of Cameroon?3

A.   [15:20:10] I didn't see that, counsel.4

Q.   [15:20:15] Did you ever hear in the Golf residence about a plan, strategic plan to5

provide Thurayas to elements in the field in order to communicate with them?6

A.   [15:20:33] If I heard it, I would have already told you. 7

Q.   [15:20:45] Now, I would like to turn to some of the Facebook conversations in8

this regard.9

I would like to show you a Facebook conversation in our binder, tab 26, that's10

CAR-OTP-2101-9735 at 9818.  I will not mention the names of the two participants of11

this conversation, but it's a conversation which might allude to you.  To be found at12

the entry 15 October 2013, time code 09:32:34.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:21:55] Yes, now I understand, because I just14

wanted to say where is the witness in, but okay could be.15

So, Mr Witness, please read this entry timestamp 09:32:34.  So it -- they speak here of16

the pilot of the boss.  Do you think you are meant by this?17

THE WITNESS:  [15:22:31](Interpretation) The pilot of the boss?  The pilot of the18

boss is my colleague Beounde, I think, but it's not me.  I'm not the pilot.  Is it the19

communication?  I'm not sure.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:22:47] Okay.  You can move on, Mr Knoops. 21

That also makes sense because of what the witness said this morning.22

MR KNOOPS:  [15:22:58]23

Q.   [15:23:00] Did you ever see Mr Bozize using a Thuraya?24

A.   [15:23:14] No.  At Golf or at the hotel, he just had a mobile phone with him25
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which he would use.  But the need to use a Thuraya in the main part of town in the1

city, I really don't see that.  But I never saw him communicate with a Thuraya. 2

I would add, when he was still in Yaounde, he just stayed in the lounge, and you3

couldn't use a Thuraya inside.  You have to go outside in order to have satellite4

reception.  So he never communicated outside, at least I never saw it.5

Q.   [15:24:02] Did you ever hear or see that Mr Ngaïssona distributed a Thuraya or6

more Thurayas to people in the field?7

A.   [15:24:22] Thurayas to people?  He would have to be there.  I never saw that. 8

As I didn't see it, I couldn't know.  Is it true or not?  I wouldn't be able to say that. 9

One would have to be next to the people there.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:24:37] It's a little bit similar to the house of cards11

before the break, I think also the Thurayas we have exhausted now, Mr Knoops.12

MR KNOOPS:  [15:24:46]13

Q.   [15:24:47] One final question, Mr Ouébio, on this topic.  You know a person14

with the name Christian Grimari?15

A.   [15:25:00] I don't know him. 16

Q.   [15:25:09] You never saw such an individual in the Golf residence? 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:25:14] The witness has said he doesn't know him,18

so he cannot have seen him, if he doesn't know him.  19

Please continue.20

MR KNOOPS:  [15:25:21] For the Court's reference, I refer to the statement of P-2673,21

CAR-OTP-2127-6435-R01, paragraph 181 where this individual is mentioned as22

distributing Thurayas -- or receiving Thurayas from Mr Ngaïssona.23

Q.   [15:25:53] I turn now, Mr Witness, to the question of contacts between24

Mr Ngaïssona and other elements in the field.  25
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Did you ever hear or see that Mr Ngaïssona initiated contacts with Anti-Balaka1

members in order to prepare them to fight at the border or within the CAR in 2013?2

A.   [15:26:46] I don't know.  I  don't know. 3

Q.   [15:26:49] Did you ever hear in those days that Mr Ngaïssona was involved in4

military deployment of FACA or Anti-Balaka on the ground?5

A.   [15:27:09] No.  In one of my conversations with a friend, there were rumours6

going around, whether it was Ngaïssona or Mokom, that they can't manage what's7

happening in the country because they're not soldiers.  And I made that comment8

because the level of the crisis, the way it went is that only military tacticians could9

manage that.  But Ngaïssona or Mokom, they could not.  That was my opinion at a10

particular time which I gave.  But saying no -- I heard Ngaïssona or Mokom saying11

that, no, I couldn't say that.  I didn't see it so I can't confirm it. 12

Q.   [15:27:56] Let me show you a Facebook conversation and I think this is the one13

you referred to just a minute ago and just to confirm that this is the one we're14

speaking about.  15

This is tab 21 of our Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2100-2994 at 3027.  It's a conversation16

of 7 November 2013 between you and Yakete.  And I ask you to look at your17

response. 18

For the Court's information, this Facebook entry is mentioned in the trial brief,19

paragraph 258.20

Mr Witness, is this the Facebook entry you just referred to?21

A.   [15:29:22] Yes, that's it, indeed, exactly. 22

Q.   [15:29:29] Mr Witness, we're speaking here about 7 November 2013.  Do you23

have information that on 7 November 2013 Mr Ngaïssona was in Yaounde or had24

already left to another place?   25
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A.   [15:30:01] With regard to that, I don't know, but Levy Yakete, he spoke to me1

about Ngaïssona and Mokom and that's where I expressed my feeling that the two of2

them   -- well, this was my opinion, that the two of them could not manage things like3

that, and that's what I said.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:30:19] Mr Knoops, please.5

Mr Witness, I have also a question.  If you look at the entry which shows what6

Levy Yakete wrote you, it says here, it appears - I translate it by myself - it appears as7

if Mokom and Ngaïssona are with you at the Golf since quite some time.  8

Is that correct, this information correct, that he implies here?9

THE WITNESS:  [15:30:50](Interpretation) That comes from Mr Levy Yakete and he10

says it would seem, but he wasn't in Bangui.  He was in France, so how would he11

have known that they were with me?  I  don't know.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:31:02] I'm just asking.  So the answer is clear.13

Continue, Mr Knoops.14

MR KNOOPS:  [15:31:06]15

Q.   [15:31:08] In this regard, Mr Ouébio, I would like to show you another Facebook16

conversation.  Tab 47, CAR-OTP-2132-5849 at 5868.  It's also relating to the month17

November, 15 November 2013, which starts with several entries from another18

Facebook account, time code 10:40:44, and we see an entry at 10:42:12.  19

My question is:  Without mentioning the Facebook account, is the entry of the20

15 November, 10:42:12, is it your Facebook account?  Don't mention it in public,21

Mr Ouébio, just can you confirm that this is your entry?22

A.   [15:32:39] Yes, it's my account. 23

Q.   [15:32:45] Can you explain the source of information you have reflected here in24

this Facebook entry?25
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A.   [15:33:03] Just go back a bit.  I  think, is that where I said things are moving?  Is1

that it?2

Q.   [15:33:39] At time code 10:42:12 starting with (Interpretation) "Yes, the3

Anti-Balaka are managed or steered from Yaounde." 4

A.   [15:33:54] Yes, that's information that we received.  Even in Bangui, people5

with whom we were communicating told us that everything is going through6

Yaounde.  And there I capture the information because I was looking for information7

left, right and centre.  And so this was information between me and my8

brother-in-law and that's how I put it, without really checking the sources. 9

Q.   [15:34:34] You were in Yaounde.  Did it reflect your experience, this10

information?11

A.   [15:34:50] What I can tell you about this is that we called people everywhere, we12

called our contacts in Bangui and they provided us with information.  And then we13

received that information, we exchanged the information with people you trusted. 14

The aim was that we're trying to collect information wherever we could, and I kept15

the information and I shared it with others because they could have other16

information. 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:19] Mr Ouébio, who is the person with whom18

you are communicating?  Who is the person with whom you are communicating?19

THE WITNESS:  [15:35:29](Interpretation) It's my brother-in-law. 20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:35:31] Thank you very much.21

Mr Knoops.22

MR KNOOPS:  [15:35:34]23

Q.   [15:35:35] And this gentleman was in Bangui at that time?24

A.   [15:35:43] Leger Le Lourd, are you talking about him?  He was either in Bangui25
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or in the USA, because he lived in the USA.  So I don't know whether he was in1

Bangui or the USA at that moment.2

Q.   [15:36:01] But you have no information about how he got his information?3

A.   [15:36:06] There were rumours.  This is something we heard that was going4

around and that's how we tried to get information.5

Q.   [15:36:27] Mr Witness, my colleague has just reminded me that if you feel more6

comfortable to address the Facebook conversations with the individuals --7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:39] No, not comfortable, the witness didn't8

have an issue, we continue.  We don't mention the names, normally.  Because of9

that, I also asked him "Do you know the person", and he simply circumscribed it10

without the name.  That's fine until now.  11

When there is an issue, we can do that, but we don't induce, so to speak, the witness12

to revert to private session.13

MR KNOOPS:  [15:36:58] Thank you, Mr President.14

Q.   [15:37:01] Mr Ouébio, there were several conversations in the Facebook material15

which might suggest that Mr Ngaïssona was involved in certain operations.  I  would16

like to show you one example and ask you to explain that conversation for us.  It's17

tab 40, four-zero, CAR-OTP-2132-2869 at 2881.  I will also here not mention the18

names of the participants in this conversation.19

And I ask your attention specifically to your response at time code 10:36:49.  It's20

1 September. 21

A.   [15:38:02] I'm listening to you, yes.22

Q.   [15:38:04] So you say, "So certainly there are actions inside".  23

Could you explain what you meant with this observation in your Facebook entry?24

A.   [15:38:25] {ICR: (Redacted)} who said there is Ngaïssona, Kokate 25
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and others, and so something is in sight.  That's how we talked.  I s there something1

that's going to happen or not?  That was the question.  I  was asking him in the2

question.3

Q.   [15:38:47] And did you ever receive an answer from him, whether something4

was happening or not, or he didn't know either?5

A.   [15:38:57] If there would have been an answer, you would have seen it on the6

follow-up of that conversation. 7

Q.   [15:39:10] I would like to show you tab 32 of Defence binder.  It's another8

Facebook conversation with another individual.  I will not mention his name here.9

It's CAR-OTP-2131-6407 at 6407 till 6408.  It's a conversation of again November, in10

this situation, 4 November.  It starts at the entry time code 06:31:19.  It's four entries11

up to time code 06:30:03.  I ask you, sir, to read them.12

A.   [15:40:23] Should I read them?  13

He said, "Hello, my friend".  And he said, "Yes, I've arrived", but where he's arrived,14

that's something I don't know.  You will have to give me the context so that I can15

perhaps jog my memory.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:40:48] I think that's not your point.  Your point17

is the entry on 6408 on top.18

MR KNOOPS:  [15:40:56] Exactly, Mr President.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:40:58] Perhaps you show this to the witness,20

6408 on top.  That's also communication that you gave to the person.  I t starts with  21 

"Formidable".22 

And your question, Mr Knoops.23

MR KNOOPS:  [15:41:28]24

Q.   [15:41:29] My question, Mr Ouébio, is did Juvenal tell you at any moment why25
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he wished to call Mr Ngaïssona?1

A.   [15:41:42] He didn't give me -- he said he was going to call, but I don't know2

what happened after that.3

Q.   [15:41:54] Did this person ever tell you afterwards that Mr Ngaïssona would4

have given him money to go to the border?5

A.   [15:42:11] I repeat, no, I've never heard any talk about money.6

Q.   [15:42:17] Thank you, Mr Ouébio.  7

And I'll turn to my next topic, which relates to the allegation that Mr Ngaïssona and8

Bernard Mokom had gone to the field to bring pharmaceutical products to the forces.9

There's a Facebook conversation, tab 62 in your Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2133-772310

at 7776 till 7777.  11

It's starts at -- it's a conversation on 16 October 2013, between you and another person12

starting at the time code 12:00:12 and quite some entries, they run to time code13

12:26:14.  And I ask you specifically to pay attention to the entry of 16 October, your14

entry at 12:06:35 where you mention that Mr Ngaïssona went to the border to provide15

pharmaceutical products to the men " nos hommes". 16 

And, Mr Ouébio, when you have finished reading, please indicate it to me?17

A.   [15:44:25] Yes.  These allegations, yes, I heard them, and I said it like that, but I18

have no evidence right now to give to you.  I haven't any evidence that I saw this at19

the border, but they were rumours, so they were rumours and I just passed them on20

and exchanged them with the others, but I have no evidence at all.21

Q.   [15:44:53] Could you --22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:44:54] Mr Witness, but this entry, this23

information is quite specific, so perhaps you try to recall where you had the24

information from.25
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THE WITNESS:  [15:45:05](Interpretation) Yes, no, I was -- we heard information left1

and right and that's probably how I got the information.  It must have been2

information that I got with one of the people I was speaking to. 3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:45:25] Perhaps we scroll down a bit to 7777,4

page 7777, and the two entries Boris Danboy, 16 October 2013, 12 o'clock something5

and the answer of the witness.  6

Perhaps you read this, Mr Witness. 7

THE WITNESS:  [15:45:52](Interpretation) Where are you?  12:08? 8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:46:00] Exactly -- no, it's 12:10, Mr Danboy and9

just one more down.  Please stop here.  10

I'm referring to these two entries.  This looks, Mr Witness, as if there was a bit of a11

discussion with Mr Danboy about what happens there, so perhaps you can explain12

how you understand it what is written down here. 13

THE WITNESS:  [15:46:33](Interpretation) True, it's information that I passed on, but14

as I -- I said that he went to the border before returning, but I don't know, I just said it15

like that.  I said perhaps that they have stopped in Bertoua, but I haven't got any16

evidence to uphold this.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:46:55] Thank you, Mr Witness.18

Mr Knoops.19

MR KNOOPS:  [15:46:58]20

Q.   [15:46:58] Mr Ouébio, did you ever, after exchanging this information based on21

rumours, did you ever receive any confirmation that -- 22

A.   [15:47:13] No.23

Q.   [15:47:16] Did you receive any information at all whether pharmaceutics were24

sent to the field?  25
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Because there is also another Facebook entry which is not necessary to show,1

Mr President, but it's to be found in CAR-OTP-2131-5407 at 5497, it's of2

12 October 2013, also mentioned in one of the bar table motions of the Prosecution.  3

Where you inform the person you exchange with at the Facebook that, they say -- you4

say "they are sending medical supplies to the field".  So my question to you is:  Did5

you ever got confirmation that medical supplies were sent to the field at all?6

A.   [15:48:31] I've never had confirmation, because each time we received7

information, we exchanged that information, but we didn't have any follow-up after8

that.  So we don't know it's true or not.  We can't know that.  And then that's the9

end of the conversation because we then got more information.  That's how it10

worked.  But there's no confirmation to support this.  I haven't got any confirmation. 11

I never got any confirmation.12

Q.   [15:49:00] Thank you.  13

MR KNOOPS:  [15:48:58] I think for the -- before 4 o'clock I have just one topic14

I would like to finish with. 15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:49:09] Fine with us, Mr Knoops.  Please16

continue.17

MR KNOOPS:  [15:49:12] Thank you, Mr President.18

Q.   [15:49:13] This is a topic which relates to two bank receipts which were seized19

from Mr Ngaïssona's house after his arrest.  They tend to show that two deposits20

were made, each of 5 million francs CFA, on 4 and 5 November 2013 on the bank21

account of Mr Ngaïssona.  22

It's tab 18 and tab 19.  Tab 18 is CAR-OTP-2098-0066, that's the one of 4 November. 23

And the second one is CAR-OTP-2098-0067 of 5 November, also relating to 5 million24

CFA.25
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I would ask, Mr Ouébio, to -- for you to look at those two bank receipts and --1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:50:16] And why and how could the witness say2

something about these receipts? 3

MR KNOOPS:  [15:50:21]4

Q.   [15:50:23] The question is whether you can recall that Mr Ngaïssona gave you5

the money to make that deposit?6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:50:31] Excuse me, you're right.  Absolutely. 7

Thank you.  My colleague just showed me.8

THE WITNESS:  [15:50:43] (Interpretation) Can I answer?9

MR KNOOPS:  [15:50:45]10

Q.   [15:50:45] Yes, please. 11

A.   [15:50:47] Yes, I know that Mr Ngaïssona transferred money twice.  The first12

time he gave it to me with the account number and the name of the bank, and so I13

went to deposit it in his own account.  And then afterwards, the next day, he did the14

same thing again, and again I deposited it in his account.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:51:13] Did Mr Ngaïssona tell you what the16

purpose was to make these deposits and why you had to make them?17

THE WITNESS:  [15:51:25](Interpretation) He told me to go and deposit it, so I18

deposited it in his account, but I don't know what he wanted the money for.  I just19

put it into his own account.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:51:39] Mr Vanderpuye.21

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:51:41] I apologise for the interruption, I just don't see it on22

evidence 1 or 2 and I wondered if the witness can see it. 23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:51:51] Since I have the old-fashioned paperwork24

in the binder, I couldn't see that, so indeed, does the witness have it on his screen? 25
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Then of course we would have to do that, we would have to show the witness. 1

That's important.  2

Thank you, Mr Vanderpuye. 3

THE WITNESS:  [15:52:08](Interpretation) Yes, I just see it now and I can confirm it.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:52:13] Thank you.  Thank you.  5

But that -- we really have to do that correctly.  Thank you.6

Mr Knoops. 7

MR KNOOPS:  [15:52:20]8

Q.   [15:52:20] Mr Ouébio, did Mr Ngaïssona tell you what the origin was of those9

deposits, the two deposits of 5 million CFA?10

A.   [15:52:37] He never told me.  The first day he said I should go and deposit that11

and the next day he asked me to deposit again on his own account. 12

Q.   [15:52:53] Can you remember, Mr Ouébio, that shortly afterwards these two13

deposits, Mr Ngaïssona had to leave Douala, he was planning to leave Douala?14

A.   [15:53:13] I don't remember. 15

Q.   [15:53:15] Let me show you a Facebook conversation, tab 32,16

CAR-OTP-2131-6407 at 6408, which is a conversation between {ICR:(Redacted)} 17

of 4 November, entry 06:34:22. 18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:53:46] Well, we had that already.19

MR KNOOPS:  [15:53:49] Yeah, that's fine.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:53:51] And the witness has --21

THE WITNESS:  [15:53:53](Interpretation) I've never seen this.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:53:54] We have seen this already.23

MR KNOOPS:  [15:53:56] Yes. 24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:53:58] I think we have asked the witness what to25
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make of it, so we don't have to do this twice.1

MR KNOOPS:  [15:54:06]2

Q.   [15:54:07] My question to you, Mr Ouébio, you say that "Mr Ngaïssona left3

yesterday Douala".  How did you know that he did leave Douala at that time?4

A.   [15:54:23] I think I received some information a little bit before that and I heard5

that he was leaving to go to Douala and then come back perhaps today. 6

Q.   [15:54:42] Correct, he left to Douala, of course.7

Mr Ouébio, did you have information that he, or later on, heard that he took a flight8

from Douala to France at that time?9

A.   [15:54:58] Who, Ngaïssona?  No, I don't know if he was in France.  I don't10

think so.  I  don't know. 11

Q.   [15:55:09] Did Mr Ngaïssona indicate to you, Mr Ouébio, that he needed that12

money on his account for his own purposes and not for somebody else?13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:22] Reword it, please.  14

THE WITNESS:  [15:55:23] (Overlapping speakers)15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:27] No, no, no, re -- yes, okay.  16

I think the witness has already -- 17

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:55:30] He's already answered (Overlapping speakers) 18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:32] -- answered that he -- a couple of minutes19

ago that he doesn't know what the money was for.  20

Is this correct, my understanding, you don't know what the whole thing with the21

money was about; is that correct? 22

THE WITNESS:  [15:55:45] (No interpretation) 23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:55:48] Okay, thank you.  24

Mr Vanderpuye, I think your objection is void then.25
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Mr Knoops.1

MR KNOOPS:  [15:55:55]2

Q.   [15:55:56] Mr Ouébio, if you would be so kind to look at the receipt, both3

receipts again, you see at the right top of the two receipts the name of the client,4

Mr Ngaïssona Patrice Edouard, BP 396 --5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:56:23] First of all, we have to show it again to6

the witness.  I  think it's not -- actually, I don't see it on -- now it's there.  Okay.  7

Now you may continue, please, Mr Knoops.8

MR KNOOPS:  [15:56:34]9

Q.   [15:56:35] At the right top you see the name of the client, BP 396, and then you10

see BC -- or " S/C Ambassade de la RCA". 11 

A.   [15:56:52] Yes.12

Q.   [15:56:53] My question to you is, Mr Ouébio, do you have information that13

Mr Ngaïssona for his businesses has chosen domicile at the embassy of the RCA?14

A.   [15:57:12] It's only now that I notice this what has been written.  All I did was15

deposit the money in his account.  It was done and counted by a machine, but other16

than that, I don't know.  It's only now that I realise this, I see this what's written17

down here.  I just deposited the money and that's it.  And they gave me the receipt.18

Q.   [15:57:44] Was this -- were these the only two occasions that Mr Ngaïssona19

asked you to deposit money on his private bank account? 20

A.   [15:57:56] It's only these two occasions. 21

Q.   [15:57:58] Thank you.22

MR KNOOPS:  [15:58:00] Mr President, if we could (Overlapping speakers) 23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:58:02] I think if you would want to entertain24

another subject, I think we can do this tomorrow.  25
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I have the impression -- we have, of course, all read the expected summary of the1

witness's testimony.  I have the impression that it went relatively well today, fast. 2

With Ms Vandeler I had the impression.3

MR KNOOPS:  [15:58:22] Mr President, before we break -- 4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:58:25] I'm too quick again.  Okay, Mr Knoops,5

please.6

MR KNOOPS:  [15:58:29] I'd like to point the Chamber, for the record, to a document,7

CAR-OTP-2124-0927.  It is a document produced by the Prosecution from Air France8

about the travel of Mr Ngaïssona from Douala to Paris on the same --9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:58:53] I recall that, yes.10

MR KNOOPS:  [15:58:54] Just to understand that the relevance of our question was11

in relation to this document.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:59:01] I understand.  13

Thank you very much, Mr Knoops.14

That concludes the hearing for today.  15

Thank you very much, Mr Ouébio.  We reconvene tomorrow at I think now 9:30.16

THE COURT USHER:  [15:59:12] All rise. 17

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.59 p.m.) 18
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