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International Criminal Court 1 

Trial Chamber VI 2 

Situation: Central African Republic II 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Mahamat Said Abdel Kani - ICC-01/14-01/21 4 

Presiding Judge Miatta Maria Samba, Judge María del Socorro Flores Liera and  5 

Judge Sergio Gerardo Ugalde Godínez 6 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 2 7 

Tuesday, 27 February 2024 8 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.) 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:32:12] All rise. 10 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 11 

Please be seated. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:43] Good morning, everyone. 13 

(Discussion between the Chamber and the court officer)  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:32:55] Good morning, everyone. 15 

Madam Court Officer, can you please mention the case.  Thank you. 16 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:03] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours. 17 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of the Prosecutor versus 18 

Mahamat Said Abdel Kani, case reference ICC-01/14-01/21. 19 

And we're in open session. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:33:18] Thank you very much. 21 

Can I have representation, starting with the Prosecution, please. 22 

MS MAKWAIA:  [9:33:24] Good morning, Madam President, your Honours.   23 

For the Prosecution this morning myself Holo Makwaia, senior trial lawyer; 24 

Thomas Bifwoli, trial lawyer; and Brunhild Le Bailly, associate trial lawyer.  Thank 25 
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you. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:33:38] Thank you very much, Ms Makwaia. 2 

Ms Pellet for the victims, please. 3 

MS PELLET:  [9:33:43](Interpretation) Thank you very much, your Honour.  4 

Victims are represented today by Caroline Walter and myself Sarah Pellet, CLRV.  5 

Thanks very much. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:34:01] Thank you. 7 

Ms Naouri for the Defence, please. 8 

MS NAOURI:  [9:34:07](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honours. 9 

With me on my bench, François-Jacquemin; next door, Capucine Banet; Dov Jacobs 10 

behind me; and I myself, of course, Jennifer Naouri, lead counsel for Mr Said.  11 

Thanks very much. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:34:25] Thank you very much, Ms Naouri. 13 

And for the record, I note that Mr Said is in court. 14 

Mr Said, a very good morning to you, I hope I see you well. 15 

MR SAID:  [9:34:38](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:34:44] Thank you. 17 

Good morning, Mr Witness.  Can you hear me?  Can you see me? 18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-2179 (On former oath) 19 

(The witness speaks Sango) 20 

(The witness gives evidence via video link) 21 

THE WITNESS:  [9:34:59](Interpretation) Good morning.  Yes, I can hear you and 22 

I can see you very clearly. 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:35:03] Good. 24 

Madam Court Officer, are we in open session or private session? 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:35:11] We are in open session, Madam President. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:35:15] Thank you very much.  So, for the record, 2 

we are in open session. 3 

Mr Witness, we are going to continue with your cross-examination today that was 4 

started off by counsel by the Defence yesterday.  So I just want to remind you that 5 

you are still on oath to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 6 

Counsel, your witness.  And we are in open session, please. 7 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:35:46](Interpretation) Thank you very much, 8 

your Honour. 9 

QUESTIONED BY MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN: (Continuing) (Interpretation)  10 

Q.   [9:35:52] Good morning, Mr Witness.  Can you hear me, sir? 11 

A.   [9:35:55] Good morning.  Yes, I can hear you. 12 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:35:58](Interpretation) My apologies, but I will be 13 

asking, with your leave, to move into private session. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:36:06] Madam Court Officer, can we go into private 15 

session. 16 

(Private session at 9.36 a.m.) 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:36:20] We are in private session, Madam President. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:36:23] Thank you very much. 19 

Counsel, your witness, please. 20 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:36:29](Interpretation) Thank you very much, 21 

your Honour. 22 

Q.   [9:36:31] So, Mr Witness, continuing on from yesterday, we talked about 23 

the soldiers that you cited to in your witness statement.  So let me perhaps refer you 24 

to them. 25 
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Now, in your statement, you talked about Captain Walo.  Do you recall that, 1 

Mr Witness? 2 

A.   [9:37:01] Yes, I do remember.  3 

Q.   [9:37:02] Very well.  Now, do you know, when did he enter upon service?  4 

When did he join the army?  5 

A.   [9:37:22] He was a former EMET, and he joined the army when in 2003 Bozizé 6 

took over and he was a captain.  2002 he was EMET and it was President Bozizé that 7 

incorporated him into the ranks and, just like all new recruits, with the rank of 8 

corporal. 9 

Q.   [9:37:53] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   10 

An EMET, what does that mean exactly, please?  11 

A.   [9:38:05] EMET means the children in the ranks.  There were two 12 

establishments, the one that was at Kassai and the other one at Koudoukou, and he 13 

was at the Koudoukou academy. 14 

Q.   [9:38:31] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  Now, you told us that he was in 15 

the presidential guard and that's since the beginning.  What rank did he hold, if you 16 

know, within the presidential guard? 17 

A.   [9:38:47] In the presidential guard he held the rank of sub-lieutenant and he was 18 

in the rapid intervention unit under the orders of Anatole.  Subsequently, he was 19 

seconded to Camp de Roux during the events in question.  Well, before the events in 20 

question, he wanted to run away and he was arrested at Pissa.  So he was arrested at 21 

Pissa, as I say, he was imprisoned at the SERD and it was then that he fled the SERD 22 

to join the ranks of the Seleka.  23 

Q.   [9:39:33] All right, so I derive from that that he wasn't there when 24 

François Bozize left by helicopter and called upon the members of the presidential 25 
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guard to desert; is that right?  1 

A.   [9:39:55] At that particular time, the Seleka hadn't yet crossed the red line.  2 

There were two of them and they wanted to run away, in order to reach 3 

the Cameroon border.  They were arrested at the Pissa checkpoint and they were 4 

brought back to Bangui, and Bozizé personally asked them to be held at the SERD.  5 

And then immediately after, the Seleka entered into the city.  6 

Q.   [9:40:33] What is the SERD, Mr Witness, please?  7 

A.   [9:40:47] It is -- it comes under responsibility of the gendarmerie.  Its role is 8 

the following:  It is to run investigations on military shortcomings or attempted 9 

coup d'état.  10 

Q.   [9:41:11] My thanks, Mr Witness. 11 

Now, under Michel Djotodia's presidency, do you know what rank Walo held and in 12 

what battalion he served under?  13 

A.   [9:41:31] Under Djotodia's presidency, he was a captain, and he -- he worked at 14 

the SERD under a colonel, but I can't remember the name of that colonel.  He was 15 

responsible for running the SERD.  16 

Q.   [9:41:51] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 17 

Now, to the best of your knowledge, what did Walo -- what rank did Walo hold 18 

under the presidency of Samba-Panza and in what battalion did he serve? 19 

A.   [9:42:10] Under Samba-Panza's presidency he remained a captain.  And he was 20 

at Obo.  He was the Obo detachment leader.  21 

Q.   [9:42:26] Thank you.  And, lastly, since the outset of Faustin-Archange 22 

Touadéra's presidency, do you know what rank he held and in what battalion he 23 

served in? 24 

A.   [9:42:44] Under Touadéra's presidency, he came back from Obo and he worked 25 
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alongside the chief of staff, * Zéphyrin Mamadou, and he was first a commander, then 1 

lieutenant colonel, and he commanded the BIT-6.  2 

Q.   [9:43:12] Thank you. 3 

Your Honour, we can now revert back into open session. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:43:18] Thank you. 5 

Madam Court Officer, can we go into open session, please.  Thank you. 6 

(Open session at 9.43 a.m.) 7 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:43:35] We are back to open session, your Honours. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:43:40] Thank you very much. 9 

Mr Witness, we are in open session.  Be mindful of what you say so you don't reveal 10 

your identity. 11 

Mr Jacquemin, your witness, please. 12 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:43:56](Interpretation) Thank you very much, 13 

your Honour.  14 

Q.   [9:43:58] So, Mr Witness, let me just remind you that henceforth we are in open 15 

session so I will endeavour through my questioning to not prompt you to disclose 16 

information going to your identity.  Also please be careful.  Don't talk yourself.  17 

I'm going to be talking to you about people, but please don't talk about yourself; is 18 

that clear, Mr Witness? 19 

A.   [9:44:21] It's crystal clear. 20 

Q.   [9:44:29] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 21 

Now, in your written statement you talk about Abdel Kader, a general.  Do you 22 

remember when he joined the army? 23 

A.   [9:44:49] In 2003 he belonged to those people who accompanied Bozizé in his 24 

coup d'état.  At that particular time {ICR: (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted).} 1 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:45:06](Interpretation) Your Honour, I'm going to 2 

be asking to revert back into private session, please. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:45:15] Madam Court Officer, can we go back into 4 

private session, please.  5 

(Private session at 9.45 a.m.) 6 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:45:31] We're in private session, Madam President. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [9:45:34] Thank you very much. 8 

Mr Jacquemin, please, your witness. 9 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:45:39](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  10 

Q.   [9:45:44] So, Mr Witness, we are once again in private session. 11 

Now, you said in respect of Abdel Kader that he was a former liberator.  Can you tell 12 

us exactly what that means?  13 

A.   [9:46:04] He was a liberator without the soldiers that accompanied Mr Bozizé 14 

when he took power in 2003.  It was those soldiers that are described as liberators.  15 

Q.   [9:46:24] Abdel Kader was a member of the (Redacted), was he not,  16 

under President Bozizé?  17 

A.   [9:46:34] Yes, that's right.  He was a member of the (Redacted) and he  18 

was a corporal chair -- a chief corporal, rather, when he went into the underground 19 

system, if you will, into the bush.  20 

Q.   [9:46:54] To the best of your knowledge, all the former liberators, were they 21 

members, all of them, of the (Redacted)?  22 

A.   [9:47:05] Yes, they were.  Al-Khatim, Mahamat Samson, all of us were part of 23 

(Redacted).  24 

Q.   [9:47:23] Now, Mr Witness, I heard you say that "we were all members of 25 
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(Redacted)."  Does that make you a former liberator as well?  1 

A.   [9:47:35] No.  I am not a former liberator.  I was trained --  2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:47:47] Sango interpreter didn't understand the year.  3 

The witness continues:   4 

THE WITNESS:  [9:47:49](Interpretation) But we all worked at Camp de Roux.  5 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:47:58](Interpretation)  6 

Q.   [9:48:01] Thank you very much for that clarification, Mr Witness. 7 

Now, remaining with Abdel Kader, did he have any specific or noteworthy 8 

assignments to accomplish under President Bozizé?  9 

A.   [9:48:19] Under François Bozize, he took us out of Damara.  In Damara there 10 

were three Muslims.  They took up arms and joined the others in the rebellion.  So it 11 

was in Damara that he was on assignment where he joined the ranks of the rebellion.  12 

Q.   [9:48:59] Do you know what Abdel Kader, his rank under President Djotodia 13 

and what battalion he was a part of?  14 

A.   [9:49:15] Under Djotodia, he was a general.  He was a two-star general.  That 15 

was the rank he held.  16 

When he was under the orders of General Dolle-Waya, he lived and worked in 17 

the chief of staff's office and he had two homes, one in 36 Villas and another one in 18 

the vicinity of the SERD.  19 

Q.   [9:50:00] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 20 

Did you ever work with Abdel Kader?  21 

A.   [9:50:11] Yes, I did.  He was part of our company, in the (Redacted), in  22 

the (Redacted).  We were in the same company, in (Redacted) company.   23 

But he was in another section altogether.  There was a shift system, a three-month 24 

shift system moving from one position to the next. 25 
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Q.   [9:50:39] Thank you, Mr Witness.   1 

Now, do you know what he did after Djotodia's presidency and under the subsequent 2 

presidency?  3 

A.   [9:51:02] Under Samba-Panza's presidency, he retained his rank as general.  It 4 

was -- he was kept, as such, through the National Assembly.  But the other Selekas 5 

had their -- had their ranks quashed.  And so he was at the ministry of animal 6 

husbandry when the president -- the next president took over.  He kept his position 7 

in the animal rearing ministry.  8 

Q.   [9:51:57] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 9 

Let's look at (Redacted) who you referred to in your written statement.  (Redacted), 10 

do you know when he joined the army? 11 

A.   [9:52:20] I don't know what year in which he joined the army. 12 

Q.   [9:52:28] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  He was part of the (Redacted) 13 

under Bozizé; isn't that right? 14 

A.   [9:52:37] Yes, he was, he was a member of the (Redacted).  He was responsible 15 

for the disciplinary code that would bind the soldiers. 16 

Q.   [9:53:04] What does that mean exactly, to be responsible for the disciplinary 17 

code over the soldiers?  18 

A.   [9:53:15] Now, I think I've already told you, if ever there was 19 

a shortcoming -- for example, I mean, I was an absentee at one point and I was 20 

arrested.  And so he was responsible for disciplinary matters to apply the requisite 21 

punishment.  For example, if I was detained, then he was responsible for applying 22 

that.  I was detained for 15 days and then he referred to my immediate superior so 23 

that I could then rejoin the ranks. 24 

Q.   [9:54:00] (Redacted) 25 
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A.   [9:54:10] (Redacted)  1 

Q.   [9:54:20] Did he undertake any specific or particular or noteworthy missions, 2 

assignments, under President Bozizé? 3 

A.   [9:54:38] Under François Bozize he was in the air force and then he was 4 

seconded to work (Redacted). 5 

Q.   [9:54:48] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.  Do you remember if he was there 6 

when Bozizé asked his (Redacted) to leave before he himself left by  7 

helicopter?  8 

A.   [9:55:09] When the president gave the order to the soldiers to desert, well, he did 9 

that because some people had been arrested on suspicion of sedition and rebellion.  10 

He was in the prison when the president left.  And that's what -- well, it was 11 

the Seleka who released him, actually, and that's why he collaborated with the Seleka, 12 

that he worked alongside the Seleka.  13 

Q.   [9:55:50] And do you remember why François Bozize put him into prison?  14 

A.   [9:56:03] Well, he was imprisoned because, because suspected rebels had been 15 

arrested.  And the chief, a (Redacted), had left that individual escape, had allowed 16 

that person to escape.  And so, by way of punishment, it was requested that he 17 

himself should be imprisoned.  So, he was in jail when the Seleka arrived and then 18 

they released him from his imprisonment.  19 

Q.   [9:56:48] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 20 

Do you recall his rank and the battalion that he served in under Michel Djotodia's 21 

presidency? 22 

A.   [9:57:02] Yes, under Michel Djotodia's presidency, he -- he rejoined his initial 23 

military body, namely the air force.  24 

Q.   [9:57:20] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 25 
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To the best of your knowledge, what rank did he hold under Catherine Samba-Panza 1 

and in which battalion did he serve?  2 

A.   [9:57:38] Under Catherine Samba-Panza, I only saw him once and he was 3 

wearing civilian attire.  And then immediately after that, I went off to (Redacted).  4 

Upon my return, I learned, in actual fact, that he had since died.  5 

Q.   [9:58:02] All right.  I'm going to read out a section to refresh your memory. 6 

For the Court and the parties, I refer you to tab 1, CAR-OTP-2130-2342-R04, * 7 

page 2354, paragraph 27.  It's at tab 2 for the English version, I point out. 8 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:58:49] Correction from the interpreter:  Paragraph 47.  9 

(Counsel confers)  10 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [9:59:25](Interpretation)  11 

Q.   [9:59:25] All right, so here it is.  I'm going to read out the end of the paragraph.  12 

Sir, it's a bit lengthy, and here you say:  13 

"The Seleka captain and his 'aide-de-camp' escorted us to the prison building, where 14 

we met the prison warding, called (Redacted), whom I also knew as he used to be 15 

a sergeant with Bozizé's (Redacted), but had joined the Seleka.  (Redacted) was still 16 

wearing his FACA uniform.  When the Seleka were ousted, (Redacted) was 17 

redeployed by the FACA and I heard he is currently based at (Redacted) airport."   18 

This is what you say in 2017, Mr Witness. 19 

Does this refresh your memory, somewhat?  This is 2018, I rectify.  20 

A.   [10:00:29] Yes, when the Seleka left, he worked at the (Redacted) base because 21 

that's the (Redacted).  22 

Q.   [10:00:41] Thank you, Witness. 23 

Now, (Redacted) Mahamat Samson.  Now, do you  24 

know when he joined the army?  25 
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A.   [10:01:04] Mahamat Samson came together with the team of liberators.  1 

Q.   [10:01:15] And was that former liberator part of the presidential guard under 2 

François Bozize?  3 

A.   [10:01:25] Yes, he was a member of the presidential guard.  He was in the 4th 4 

company and his company commander was Lieutenant Gbangouma, alias 5 

Koudemon.  6 

(Redacted)  7 

(Redacted)  8 

A.   [10:02:08] Mahamat Samson was not present.  9 

When there was still the red line at Damara, from the red line he gathered together 10 

the others and journalists put questions to him asking him why he had joined 11 

the others.  He answered he had joined the army in 2003, but Bozizé had not sent 12 

them for training missions at that time.  But only people who were of Gbaya 13 

ethnicity.  And that is the reason why he had decided to join the Seleka.  That was 14 

the answer that he gave the journalist.  15 

Q.   [10:03:07] Thank you, Witness. 16 

Now, under the presidency of Michel Djotodia, do you know what his rank was and 17 

what battalion he was a member of? 18 

A.   [10:03:21] Under the presidency of Djotodia he was a colonel.  And it was he 19 

who was the commander of the 114 instead of Anatole.  20 

Q.   [10:03:49] Now, in your written statement you refer to a certain Wilfred Mbosso.  21 

Now, do you know when he joined the Central African army?  22 

A.   [10:04:05] Yes, he was from the 2004 year group.  He also was a liberator.  He 23 

was trained in Chad.  * And then he received the service number of the class of 2004.  24 

Q.   [10:04:27] Thank you, Witness. 25 
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And what was his rank under François Bozize?  1 

A.   [10:04:38] Under François Bozize he had the rank of corporal.  And at that point 2 

in time I was a second degree -- or 2nd class private.  3 

Q.   [10:04:55] Thank you, Witness. 4 

And what was his posting under Michel Djotodia?  Do you know in which battalion 5 

he was serving? 6 

A.   [10:05:09] Under President Djotodia he worked at Camp de Roux.  7 

Q.   [10:05:25] Thank you, Witness. 8 

And do you know where he was deployed or what his rank was under the presidency 9 

of Catherine Samba-Panza?  10 

A.   [10:05:49] Under Catherine Samba-Panza he was a master corporal.  And we 11 

were all part of the group at ENAM.  A little later, he was killed by the Anti-Balaka.  12 

Q.   [10:06:21] Thank you, Witness.   13 

Now, (Redacted) Idriss Yaya.  Now, do you know  14 

when he joined the Central African army?  15 

A.   [10:06:34] Yes, Idriss Yaya was also a liberator.  16 

Q.   [10:06:42] And, Witness, what was his rank under François Bozize?  17 

A.   [10:06:51] Under François Bozize he was a master corporal.  18 

Q.   [10:06:59] And was he a member of the presidential guard?  19 

A.   [10:07:04] Yes, yes, he was a member of the presidential guard in the 3rd 20 

company.  21 

Q.   [10:07:15] And do you know what his rank and posting was under 22 

President Djotodia?  23 

A.   [10:07:29] Under Michel Djotodia, I saw him bearing the rank of captain.  But 24 

I don't know where he was deployed.  I saw him in Camp de Roux.  25 
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Q.   [10:07:52] Thank you, Witness. 1 

And do you know what his rank was and posting was under President Catherine 2 

Samba-Panza?  3 

A.   [10:08:06] Under Catherine Samba-Panza, when we returned to our military 4 

group, he had been redeployed to BIT-2.  And given that he had carried out a lot of 5 

abuses, some of the soldiers who had been the victims of his abuses killed him 6 

opposite the ENAM.  7 

Q.   [10:08:43] Witness, (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  12 

"I know of the following FACA who joined the Seleka after they took Bangui, but who 13 

were redeployed with the FACA after the Seleka had been ousted:  14 

Sergeant Chef Panguere, who is currently based at BIT-1 but was demoted to 1st Class 15 

Soldier.  Captain Walo is based at BIT-3.  Corporal Idriss Yaya, who is based at 16 

BIT-1."  End of quotation. 17 

Now, as I understand this passage -- or let me leave it to you to comment.   18 

First of all, Witness, (Redacted) Idriss Yaya's  19 

* deployment in 2018? 20 

A.   [10:10:37] (Redacted), he came to the ENAM because  21 

he had carried out a great many abuses against soldiers and because of that, his 22 

military brothers killed him in front of the ENAM.  23 

Q.   [10:10:59] Thank you, Witness. 24 

I had understood from (Redacted) that in 2018 he was at the BIT, but you have  25 
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now answered my question -- BIT-1, but you have now answered my question. 1 

Witness, I'm now going to talk to you about somebody else. 2 

Court officer, could you please display tab 36 of -- from our list.  This is 3 

CAR-OTP-2059-0549, page 0550.  And, please, if you could zoom in on reference 4 

number 18 -- 17. 5 

Now, this is a confidential document, but it was presented to the witness when his 6 

original statement was taken and it was also shown to him during the more recent 7 

preparation session. 8 

So I would ask that it be displayed, Court officer, tab 35. 9 

Do you see the image, Witness? 10 

A.   [10:12:48] (No interpretation)  11 

Q.   [10:12:49] Now, (Redacted) 12 

the person in the middle here.  Who is that?  13 

A.   [10:13:03] That is Captain Ismael, that was the aide-de-camp of 14 

President Djotodia.  Today he's a commander.  15 

Q.   [10:13:16] Thank you, Witness. 16 

Do you know when he joined the Central African army?  17 

A.   [10:13:30] I don't know in what year he joined the Central African army.  He 18 

was not a liberator, but, rather, he was a long-standing soldier.  I worked with him in 19 

Camp de Roux.  It was when President Djotodia was appointed minister of defence 20 

that he was assigned as aide-de-camp and he maintained -- he stayed in that post, 21 

aide-de-camp, under President Djotodia.  22 

Q.   [10:14:07] Thank you, Witness. 23 

Now, when he was at that post under President François Bozize, was he a member of 24 

the presidential guard?  25 
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A.   [10:14:22] Yes, he was part of the presidential guard, in the 4th company under 1 

Lieutenant Gbangouma.  2 

Q.   [10:14:31] Thank you, Witness. 3 

Court officer, could we display tab 69 from our list. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:14:33] I'm sorry, before -- Madam Court Officer, 5 

before we do that. 6 

Mr Jacquemin, which tab did you just refer to?  Thirty-five, 3-5?  7 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:14:55](Interpretation) Yes, that's right, 35.  And 8 

that is CAR-OTP-2059-0549, page 0550.  And I indicated the image in the centre to 9 

the witness at photo 17. 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:15:52] This is now displayed in front of your Honours' 11 

screen. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:16:01] Carry on, Mr Jacquemin.  Thank you very 13 

much. 14 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:16:07](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.   15 

I understand that tab 35 has just been displayed to the Court.  I would ask that in 16 

fact it be taken down straight away, if possible. 17 

Court officer, if -- tab 35 has just been presented to the witness, but I would now ask 18 

that tab 69 be displayed to the parties and to the bench.  And this is 19 

CAR-OTP-2069 -- sorry, 3234.  I repeat, 2069-3234. 20 

Could this also be displayed to the witness.   21 

This is also a document which has been classified as "confidential", but it was also 22 

presented to the witness when his original statement was taken and during 23 

the preparation session. 24 

Q.   [10:18:04] Witness, I'll just wait until you have the document before you. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:18:11] The document is on screen, Mr Jacquemin, 1 

please. 2 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:18:15](Interpretation) Thank you very much, 3 

your Honour.   4 

And thank you, Court Officer.  5 

Q.   [10:18:23] Witness, do you see the photo which is now on your screen?  6 

A.   [10:18:29] Yes, I can see it.  7 

Q.   [10:18:34] Do you recall that this photo was shown to you?  8 

A.   [10:18:41] Yes, I recall that.  9 

Q.   [10:18:47] When you commented on it, you said that what we could see here 10 

was Djotodia's visit to the police headquarters.    11 

Now, what visit was this, to your knowledge?  12 

A.   [10:19:06] This was at the gendarmerie.  13 

Q.   [10:19:14] Were you present that day, Witness?  14 

A.   [10:19:20] No, I was not present.  15 

Q.   [10:19:27] How do you know this place, Witness?  16 

A.   [10:19:41] I can recognise the place.  This is not the police location.  17 

Q.   [10:19:52] Have you already been to the gendarmerie, Witness?  18 

A.   [10:20:01] Yes.  (Redacted)  19 

Q.   [10:20:16] Thank you, Witness.   20 

Now, when this photograph was shown to you, you referred to a former (Redacted) 21 

called (Redacted); does that refresh your memory? 22 

A.   [10:20:34] Yes, indeed, that does refresh my memory. I also mentioned his older 23 

brother's name, his name is Oumar. It's the person who's standing at the back with 24 

the green beret on. *He also has 4-star rank insignia. He's (Redacted) elder brother. 25 
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Q.   [10:21:09] And was (Redacted) in the Central African army under 1 

President Bozizé, Witness?  2 

A.   [10:21:20] Yes, he was a FACA man under the Bozizé presidency.  3 

Q.   [10:21:23] Could you tell us what his grade and posting was? 4 

A.   [10:21:36] He was a master corporal and he worked at Camp de Roux and he 5 

was a member of the same company as me.   6 

Q.   [10:21:51] Witness, thank you. 7 

Was he in the (Redacted)? 8 

A.   [10:21:56] Yes, he was in the (Redacted).  9 

Q.   [10:22:04] Do you recall his rank under Michel Djotodia?  10 

A.   [10:22:13] Under Michel Djotodia he was a colonel.  11 

Q.   [10:22:29] Thank you, Witness. 12 

And do you recall his rank and his posting under Catherine Samba-Panza?  13 

A.   [10:22:42] Under Catherine Samba-Panza, when we had all gone to our camps, 14 

he had the rank of sergeant.  He was later assigned to the honour or honorary 15 

battalion and he is still deployed there.    16 

Q.   [10:23:05] Thank you, Witness. 17 

And do you know what his current rank is?  18 

A.   [10:23:16] He is currently a sergeant. 19 

Q.   [10:23:21] Thank you, Witness. 20 

This brings me to the end of my questions regarding your colleagues, your military 21 

colleagues. 22 

I now have a short series of questions to you regarding the SERD -- sorry, the OCRB.   23 

To your knowledge, during the period where you were present at the OCRB, were 24 

there other people detained there who had the name (Redacted)?  25 
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A.   [10:24:00] No, I'm the only person with the name (Redacted).  There was no 1 

other person there with that name.  2 

Q.   [10:24:10] Thank you, Witness. 3 

And during that period, do you know whether other people escaped from the OCRB?  4 

A.   [10:24:32] When I was detained at the OCRB, it was for one week and four days 5 

and I was kept in the basement.  It was the captain who would allow me to -- to 6 

leave myself for short periods of time.  I don't know if there were other prisoners 7 

who were able to escape.  8 

Q.   [10:25:03] Thank you, Witness. 9 

I'd now like to put you some questions regarding your dealings with the Office of the 10 

Prosecutor of the ICC. 11 

Court officer, could you please display tab 6 on our list.  It's a courtesy copy.  It's 12 

CAR-OTP-00036098.  At the first page, please.  13 

Witness, the document that I would ask the court officer to display is an investigation 14 

report regarding your contacts with the Office of the Prosecutor.  And I'm going to 15 

read a translation of a passage from that document. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:26:06] Mr Jacquemin, can you check and see 17 

whether you have a tab 6 on your own screen, because we don't have a tab 6 on this 18 

screen.  19 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:26:20](Interpretation) Just -- I'd like to inform 20 

the Defence that tab 6 does not appear in the binder.  Could you give us the ERN 21 

number once again so that we can display it correctly. 22 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:26:35](Interpretation) Apologies.  We have it.  23 

It's CAR-OTP-00036098.  And I'd like us to look at page 1 of that document. 24 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:27:01] It's now displayed on the screen, I believe.  We 25 
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have the courtesy copy.  So we can go ahead.  Thank you.  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:27:35] Yes.  Please, carry on. 2 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:27:38](Interpretation) Thank you, 3 

Madam President.  4 

Q.   [10:27:48] Now I'm going to translate to the witness the second paragraph of 5 

that document. 6 

There was a -- 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:28:09] Do you want us to be in private session for 8 

this? 9 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:28:13](Interpretation) We are in private session, 10 

your Honour, I believe. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:28:22] Do you want us to remain in private 12 

session? 13 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:28:39](Interpretation) Depending on the answers 14 

from the witness I will ask you to leave private session.  But for the time being I 15 

would prefer to start in private session and then, if possible, to move into public, to 16 

open session. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:28:55] Thank you. 18 

Carry on then. 19 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:29:03](Interpretation)  20 

Q.   [10:29:06] Witness, I am going to quote a passage from this investigation report 21 

to you:  22 

"Following investigative inquiries into FACA personnel detained in the OCRB in 2013 23 

[your identification number] contacted an investigator on 20 June 2018 and provided 24 

information that identified him as a person potentially relevant to the investigation."  25 
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End of quotation.   1 

Witness, so in fact it was you who first contacted the investigators of the Office of the 2 

Prosecutor; isn't that right?  3 

A.   [10:29:59] Yes, it's me who called them. 4 

Q.   [10:30:08] How did you contact them, Witness?  5 

A.   [10:30:21] Because they had met one of the prisoners.  I had told you he was in 6 

cell G4.  That prisoner talked to the -- to them about my complaint, my problem.  7 

My problem was greater than all those who were in the cell.  So he's the one who 8 

spoke to them about me and gave my name.  Later, they went to go and get me 9 

where I worked.  10 

Q.   [10:30:57] So, currently we're in private session, Mr Witness, so can you give us 11 

the name of that particular prisoner?  12 

A.   [10:31:18] The detainee, well, I don't know his name.  We weren't in the same 13 

cell.  He was in cell 4, but I was in the basement.  I would come out to clean up 14 

the motocycle.  But once my -- myself and my (Redacted) and he, we ate together 15 

and then I was taken back into the basement.  But I don't know that person's name.  16 

* The person I know is (Redacted), who I spoke of in my written statements.  17 

(Redacted).  But for the rest, I don't know their names.   18 

I didn't -- I don't know what he said, but he said that my situation was serious, and 19 

that's why they undertook investigative steps and they con -- and they contacted me 20 

and I gave them the explanations that I did.  21 

Q.   [10:32:23] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   22 

So I can hear what you're saying, but the memorandum that I read out says that it was 23 

you who got in touch with the Office of the Prosecutor.  So do you remember in 24 

what circumstances or how you contacted the OTP?  Did you ring them on 25 
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the phone, did you send them an email?  Did you go somewhere?  You know, 1 

the Prosecutor's document says that it was you who approached the Prosecutor 2 

initially and not the other way around.  3 

A.   [10:33:15] Well, first, it's because they met me, and I was infuriated by what I'd 4 

all suffered and about the matter that they were dealing with.  And based on what I 5 

had suffered, I was in such a state of anger that I refused to meet them, I refused to 6 

come forward and I told them that it's not me that they were to speak to.  But then I 7 

spoke to my hierarchical superior and he said this is the right way to do things.  And 8 

that's why I sought to establish contact with them.  I rang them up and I said, "Look, 9 

here I am, and I am Mr (Redacted)", I said.  10 

Q.   [10:34:00] Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   11 

And who was that hierarchical superior?  12 

A.   [10:34:10] Yes, my hierarchical superior, well, I was quite close to him.  He 13 

went off and I met up with (Redacted) and we continued to work together.  14 

Q.   [10:34:36] All right.  So (Redacted), was he there when you met the Office of the 15 

Prosecutor, Mr Witness?  16 

A.   [10:34:49] Yes.  When they met with me, he was there.  The captain who was 17 

in the ministry, he was there.  I can't remember the captain's name.  The captain 18 

was there because he met me.  Initially I was alone.  I said it wasn't me and then I 19 

said what had happened.  You know, and then basically, based on what I had 20 

suffered, I didn't want to have further suffering.  And I told that to him and he said, 21 

"No, these are investigative inquiries that they are conducting", and that's why 22 

afterwards I contacted them.  The captain gave me their number, * I called them and 23 

said that I was the person that they had met.  But I was so sad, I was in such a state 24 

of anger, that's why I initially refused to come forward.  Subsequently, I was able to 25 
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say what had happened.  1 

Q.   [10:35:51] All right.  So it's the captain who gave you the number so that you 2 

could contact the Prosecutor; is that right?  3 

A.   [10:36:03] No.  What I said was that it's not the captain who gave me 4 

the number, it was the investigators who met me.  They asked me, "Are you called 5 

(Redacted)?"  And I said, "No, my name is not (Redacted).  (Redacted) works here, 6 

and I was told that (Redacted) worked there and that they had information going to 7 

the OCRB."  And I told them, "No, he's not -- (Redacted) is not there, he's gone."  8 

And so I didn't come forward.  But when my boss came back, I told him what was 9 

going on.  I said, "Look, these white people had come to see me and they told me 10 

what had happened, but they told me it was the investigators that had come, but that 11 

I could tell them about what I had gone through."   12 

Subsequently, I tried to reach them, I tried to contact them, and I called them up and I 13 

spent -- well, I called them up and I said it's they that had met me but I was 14 

frightened of -- of coming forward and that's why I telephoned them to talk about my 15 

circumstances.  16 

Q.   [10:37:36] Mr Witness, do you remember the date where that first contact was 17 

made where you said that you weren't (Redacted) and then the date on which you 18 

decided to contact the Office of the Prosecutor?  19 

A.  [10:38:07] I believe it was in 2018. But the exact date, no. Because the first meeting 20 

was at the Camp de Roux I told them, no. They asked for information. People pointed 21 

out where I -- where I worked to them. *One of the detainees got into their vehicle 22 

and they said they would sometimes meet me at Camp de Roux. They went to the 23 

Roux camp to get information. The prisoner hadn't come down, so they went to ask 24 

for information to try to meet with Mr (Redacted) and I told them that it wasn't me.  25 
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Q.   [10:38:53] Okay.  Thanks very much, Mr Witness. 1 

And then after that particular telephone call, when you met with the investigators, 2 

where you say that you're (Redacted), the captain and the colonel were with you at 3 

that point?  4 

A.   [10:39:17] No.  When I called them, I had gone off to the ministry.  The colonel 5 

sent me there to meet with the captain to get information about how things were 6 

evolving.  So I went to see the captain, who was a -- an army commander, so I went 7 

to try and find out about things with him.  And then subsequently I called them up 8 

and they went to see me at the ministry and I told them what had happened and that 9 

I was a victim and I started going over everything in the finer detail.  But the colonel 10 

wasn't there when I actually made the call.  11 

Q.   [10:40:16] During that initial meeting, Mr Witness, that first meeting where you 12 

say that you are Mr (Redacted), so that's what I'm calling the first meeting, where you 13 

say that you're Mr (Redacted).  So, during that first meeting, what languages were 14 

used, what was spoken?  Which language was spoken?  15 

A.   [10:40:39] They spoke in English.  But there was an interpreter present.  There 16 

was an interpreter, because when I met them I was in military uniform and they told 17 

me, "No, you can't wear military attire."  So I took off the top part and I said that I 18 

had initially refused to come forward to -- to not suffer any -- any comeback and so I 19 

told them what had happened before and I was frightened, because there was a state 20 

of -- prevailing state of insecurity.  And that's what I told them. 21 

Q.   [10:41:23] And do you remember whether the chief investigator and 22 

the interpreter who was present during that first meeting, would they be the same 23 

people at your subsequent meetings?  24 

A.   [10:41:45] Yes, they were.  They always came with the interpreter because I told 25 
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them that I didn't speak either English or French.  I didn't understand anything.  So 1 

how would I tell my account so they would understand it?  And that's why they 2 

came with an interpreter and I was able, therefore, to lay out my circumstances.  I 3 

told them of certain individuals that I had met.  And, unfortunately, (Redacted), I 4 

mentioned him, he was still in the Ngaragba prison at that particular point in time.  5 

People that I had seen at the OCRB, it was about, about them, but those who were in 6 

the jails, no.  7 

Even the person who mentioned my name to the investigators, I didn't know that 8 

person.  But that person knew me and that person knew my name.  But I didn't 9 

know that person.  10 

Q.   [10:42:43] All right.  Let me read out an excerpt from your statement to refresh 11 

your memory. 12 

This is tab 1, or 2 in the English version on my list of materials.  This is 13 

CAR-OTP-2130-2342-R04, page 2344, paragraph 1. 14 

So let me read this to you, Mr Witness.  15 

"On 21 June 2018, I was contacted by (Redacted) from the FACA, he told me that ICC 16 

investigators wanted to meet me.  (Redacted) also told me that he was officially 17 

the focal point for the FACA to interact with the ICC and gave me leave to meet 18 

the investigators and to talk to them.  So I accepted to meet them and then (Redacted) 19 

asked me to come to the defence ministry on * (Redacted)"   20 

End of quote. 21 

The next day, the following day, and after this initial contact with the investigators, 22 

the investigators of the ICC OTP, (Redacted) contacted you; is that correct,  23 

Mr Witness?  24 

A.   [10:44:27] When they came to meet me and I hadn't come forward, the colonel 25 
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gave me some advice, he told me that -- that the directorate was at the ministry.  1 

And I met the captain so that he could tell me why these people were seeking to 2 

contact me.  And that's why I went to the captain, to know more about what it was 3 

all about.  He said these were investigators that had come. 4 

Now, because they had left a contact number, they said, "Look, if (Redacted) comes, 5 

this is the number."  And that's why I took that number and then I left.  I wasn't 6 

with the captain at that point when I rang them.  And when I did rang them -- ring 7 

them, rather, they then called the captain and the captain then called me.  That's how 8 

it went.  9 

Q.   [10:45:20] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 10 

Tell me, did you know that captain prior to this meeting?  11 

A.   [10:45:33] No, I had never -- I never met him, I didn't know anything about him 12 

prior.  * This was my first time. I'd been sent by the colonel.  13 

The colonel made it clear to me that he was in charge of collaboration with the Court 14 

within the Ministry. That's how I came to be involved with him. If he hadn't been a 15 

soldier, I would not have introduced myself to them. 16 

Q.   [10:46:07] Thank you, Mr Witness. 17 

So you had to have the Central African authority's permission to interact with 18 

the Office of the Prosecutor; is that right?  With the investigator emanating from 19 

the OTP; is that right?  20 

* A.   [10:46:35] I've never taken part in such proceedings. Because of what had 21 

happened to me and because suddenly I recognize people asking me questions about my 22 

situation. As I didn't know anything, I wanted to get information from my authorities. 23 

And afterwards I got the authorization, which is why I took part in the proceedings. So, 24 

before getting involved in this, I had arranged with my superiors to get the authorization, 25 
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because they were looking for me in the military camps, so they would not  suspect me 1 

of having been involved in collusion and scheming. I explained the situation to them 2 

before getting involved. I didn't understand the situation. I was quite scared. There was a 3 

lot of insecurity in the country, and that's why I was frightened. 4 

Q.   [10:47:31] Thank you, Mr Witness. 5 

Now, (Redacted), did he ask you what you wanted to say to the investigators of 6 

the Office of the Prosecutor?  7 

A.   [10:47:53] I went to (Redacted), saying to him that what had happened to  8 

me at the OCRB was a very bad experience, bad memory, and it conjured up pictures 9 

of all the sufferings that I had suffered at the OCRB.  And the captain told me not to 10 

tell him the situation, but to turn, rather, to those who were seeking to establish 11 

contact with me.  That's what the captain told me.  So then I asked the captain, 12 

"Well, who are these people?"  And the captain introduced me to them -- or told me 13 

about them. 14 

So, before I contacted them, I was not -- well, I was not with the captain when I 15 

sought to establish contact over the telephone.  Then they called the captain and 16 

the captain then came back to me.  17 

Q.   [10:48:57] Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 18 

Did your hierarchy prevent you disclosing certain information or talking about 19 

certain matters in your interactions with the Office of the Prosecutor?  20 

A.   [10:49:20] No, they didn't forbid me.  He had also fallen victim and he didn't 21 

want to talk about his experiences.  He didn't want to be a party to the process and 22 

he asked -- well, he said he was a representative of the authority.  He said that I was 23 

just a rank and file soldier and he gave me leave to talk about what I had experienced.  24 

He didn't forbid me giving my -- he didn't forbid me giving my account of my 25 
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experiences.  If I hadn't offered my account, I couldn't have come before 1 

the authorities.  It was because I had explained my circumstances that they then gave 2 

me permission to interact with the investigators.  3 

Q.   [10:50:34] Thank you, Mr Witness. 4 

Did he give you written permission?  5 

A.   [10:50:51] It wasn't written permission, the permission I received.  I was his 6 

bodyguard.  We move around as a tandem.  When I told him what I experienced, 7 

he gave me permission.  He gave me leave to sort out the matters.  And that's -- and 8 

to explain the situation and then come back to him.  9 

Q.   [10:51:19] Mr Witness, thank you. 10 

So you've just said "go back to him", so your hierarchy, did it ask you to give an 11 

account of what you had said to the Office of the Prosecutor?  12 

A.   [10:51:41] No.  They didn't ask me to offer an account.  They asked me to go to 13 

see them and then return to my post, because I was his bodyguard.  So I came back 14 

the same day.  So we met -- well, a week went by.  I was given leave for a week.  15 

I was at home.  And then when my military leave came to an end, because it wasn't 16 

a written authorisation, it was a verbal authorisation from my direct superior.  17 

Q.   [10:52:25] Madam Court Officer, can we bring up tab 6, please.  This is 18 

CAR-OTP-00036098, second page, please. 19 

Would you mind scrolling down just a smidgen, please, in the document.  Thank 20 

you.  It's the 1 February 2014 line which is of interest to me. 21 

Mr Witness, so this is the investigator's report that we've already looked at.  Let me 22 

read out a translation of a certain excerpt.  Let me quote.  I read:  23 

"On 1 February 2014 an investigator contacted [you] to obtain details for the request 24 

for assistance (RFA) to [the] FACA, related to his attendance as a witness."  End of 25 
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quote. 1 

The Central African authorities, therefore, gave you permission to take the stand 2 

before this Court today; isn't that right?  3 

A.   [10:54:27] Yes, that's right.  I received permission.  And this was signed by 4 

the defence minister.  5 

Q.   [10:54:43] Do you still have that document, Mr Witness?  Would you be willing 6 

to make it available to the Court?  7 

A.   [10:55:03] I don't have it with me today.  I had it with me yesterday, but today 8 

I don't have it on me.  I left it at home.  9 

Q.   [10:55:22] Very well.  Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 10 

But for the avoidance of doubt, you still have it, right?  11 

A.   [10:55:44] It was at our last meeting this document was signed by the minister.  12 

This document is authorisation.  It allows me to stay at home and to give my account 13 

of my experiences to the investigators.  Absent without written permission, without 14 

any valid reason, wouldn't be good for me professionally, so the signature allowed 15 

me, therefore, to stay legitimately at home.  16 

Q.   [10:56:24] Thank you, Mr Witness. 17 

Your Honour, we can now move back into open session. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:56:32] Madam Court Officer, can we go back into 19 

open session. 20 

Just to remind you, Mr Jacquemin, you have just about four minutes more until 21 

the break of session. 22 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:56:51](Interpretation) Thank you very much, 23 

your Honour. 24 

(Open session at 10.56 a.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:56:58] We are in open session, Madam President. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [10:57:00] Thank you very much. 2 

Counsel, please carry on. 3 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [10:57:05](Interpretation) Thank you very much.  4 

Q.   [10:57:09] Mr Witness, when you met the OTP investigators to establish your 5 

written statement, did you present any -- were you asked to present any identification, 6 

formal identification papers?  7 

A.   [10:57:36] Yes, I was.  When we met, they asked me to give them my identity 8 

papers.  And this is what I did.  9 

Q.   [10:57:51] Thank you, Mr Witness. 10 

So over and beyond the OTP investigators and the interpreter, was there anybody else 11 

in attendance at that interview?  12 

A.   [10:58:11] No.  There was just me and them.  13 

Q.   [10:58:18] Thank you, Mr Witness. 14 

During that interview, did the investigators tell you what areas were of particular 15 

interest to them?  16 

A.   [10:58:39] They asked me questions about what I had experienced and I told 17 

them about what I had gone through and I told them that I would only talk about my 18 

experiences.  So I talked very precisely about what I'd experienced. 19 

Q.   [10:59:00] Thank you, Mr Witness. 20 

Can you tell us how that interview went.  21 

A.   [10:59:23] It was very straightforward.  It went very straightforwardly.  I told 22 

them in detail what I experienced, what I had gone through.  I -- I told them my 23 

account.  I didn't talk about something that I hadn't experienced.  24 

Q.   [10:59:44] Thank you, Mr Witness. 25 
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Did they take any notes?  1 

A.   [10:59:55] Yes, they did.  As I was speaking, they would be writing.  I offered 2 

corrections after the document was read back to me.  3 

Q.   [11:00:12] Thank you, Mr Witness. 4 

Your Honour, if you wish, we can take the mid-morning adjournment now. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:00:23] We could do that.  I am just thinking, 6 

yesterday you promised to use just one hour.  But, yes, we could break off for now.  7 

And may I ask how much more time you need when we come back? 8 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:00:41](Interpretation) Well, I -- I was mistaken.  9 

I wasn't lying.  But maximum a half an hour. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:00:48] That's okay. 11 

Mr Witness, we'll go away and come back for 11.30 to finish your testimony. 12 

So this Court stands adjourned, please, until 11.30. 13 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:01:01] All rise. 14 

(Recess taken at 11.01 a.m.)  15 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.32 a.m.) 16 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:32:50] All rise. 17 

Please be seated.  18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:33:09] Good morning again everyone. 19 

Mr Witness, we are going to continue with your cross-examination. 20 

Mr Jacquemin, just for the record, we are in open session.  Thank you very much.  21 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:33:27](Interpretation) Thank you very much, 22 

your Honour. 23 

Q.   [11:33:32] Good morning again, Witness.  I'm now going to continue on with 24 

some questions regarding your meetings with the representatives of the Office of the 25 
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Prosecutor up until the point in time where your original written statement was 1 

produced. 2 

Now, during the interviews did the investigators put questions to you to which you 3 

answered simply "yes" or "no"? 4 

A.   [11:34:06] Yes, there were times when I simply answered with a "yes" or a "no".  5 

Q.   [11:34:18] Thank you, Witness.  And at the end of each interview, do you recall 6 

whether they asked you to re-read a document? 7 

A.   [11:34:30] Yes.  They would have me re-read a document and I would check 8 

whether it was indeed in line with what I said.  So I would check that it matched. 9 

Q.   [11:34:49] And after each interview, I'm not talking about the last interview, but 10 

after the first interview, the second interview, the third interview, you weren't asked 11 

to sign a document after each of them, were you? 12 

A.   [11:35:06] Yes, indeed.  After each meeting, my statement was read to me and 13 

that's what we did during each of the meetings.  14 

Q.   [11:35:28] Thank you, Witness.  15 

Now, an investigation report, that is a document produced by the Prosecutor, and 16 

such a document dated 24 August 2018 says that you told the investigators of the 17 

Office of the Prosecutor that you were ill.  The same report says that the next day on 18 

25 August an investigator contacted you to inquire about your health and you 19 

answered that you had got some medical care and that you felt better.  20 

A.   [11:36:08] Yes.  Yes, that's right.  I was ill and I told them what was making 21 

me sick and they gave me some money so that I could consult or get some medical 22 

care.  And I can tell you that even today I'm still not in good form.  It's true that 23 

I am following a treatment, but to date, my health is not perfect. 24 

Q.   [11:36:46] Witness, do you recall how much they gave you and did they give 25 
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you any other sums of money for the treatment? 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:36:54] Can we have a reference for the document 2 

you just referred to?  Thank you.  3 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:37:02](Interpretation) My apologies.  Tab 6, 4 

CAR-OTP-00036098 and at page 1.  Thank you, your Honour. 5 

Q.   [11:37:42] Witness, you may answer my question.  6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:38:00] Can you put the question again, please.  7 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:38:02](Interpretation) Yes, of course, your 8 

Honour. 9 

Q.   [11:38:05] Witness, you said that the Office of the Prosecutor paid for your 10 

health care.  Do you recall how much money you were given and also do you recall 11 

if other payments were made to you by the Office of the Prosecutor for treatment? 12 

A.   [11:38:23] No.  The money wasn't given to me.  I went with them and they 13 

paid for the medicine.  But, no, the money was not given to me.  I must say that 14 

when we did meet, I did receive money for transport, but they bought the medicine 15 

themselves because I was at the hospital and they went and bought the medicines that 16 

were prescribed.  17 

Q.   [11:39:03] Thank you, Witness.  Thank you for that extra detail.  Do you recall 18 

what medicine it was?  What kind of medicine was it?  Sorry, just one moment.   19 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:39:16](Interpretation) Perhaps I shall move into 20 

private session, your Honour, because I have some further questions regarding the 21 

health of the witness.  22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:39:29] Madam Court Officer, can we go into 23 

private session, please. 24 

(Private session at 11.39 a.m.) 25 
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THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:39:39] We're in private session.  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:39:45] Thank you very much. 2 

Mr Jacquemin, continue your questioning, please.  3 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:39:53](Interpretation) Thank you very much, 4 

your Honour. 5 

Q.   [11:39:58] Witness, do you recall what medicine the Office of the Prosecutor 6 

provided to you? 7 

A.   [11:40:20] Back then I had some issues with my stomach.  I was having 8 

problems swallowing anything at all, so I was examined, but that didn't enable me to 9 

recover entirely.   10 

(Redacted).  It was the same  11 

prescribed medication as I continue to take. But the same -- and I continued to take 12 

the same medicine that was prescribed then. 13 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:41:17](Interpretation)  14 

Q.   [11:41:18] Could you restate the name of the medicine, Witness? 15 

A.   [11:41:25] Amoxicillin, Gaviscon, and there's a third, a third medicine, but I've 16 

forgotten its name. 17 

Q.   [11:41:50] Thank you, Witness.   18 

And now a final question regarding your health:  Does the current state of your 19 

health impact on your work in the Central African Armed Forces? 20 

A.   [11:42:09] Yes.  My health does have an impact on my work.  As a result, 21 

I cannot be deployed to the provinces.  I'm not able to carry out physical activities.  22 

And when I go to work, I only go to work for a few hours and then I return home.  23 

Q.   [11:42:37] Thank you, Witness. 24 

I'm now going to put some questions to you regarding how your earlier written 25 
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statement was finalised.  Now, on 25 August 2018, following on from what we were 1 

just discussing before, you told the investigators that you were feeling better and you 2 

met them again to finish off your written statement.  Do you recall that?  3 

A.   [11:43:16] Yes, that's right. 4 

Q.   [11:43:19] And to finalise the statement, did you re-read the document, Witness, 5 

or was the document re-read to you? 6 

A.   [11:43:32] Yes, the document was read to me and then I signed it.  7 

Q.   [11:43:39] Thank you, Witness. 8 

Court officer, could I ask you to display tab 6, CAR-OTP-00036098 and to display the 9 

second page, please.  10 

Witness, this is the investigation report which we looked at earlier.  Now, I'm going 11 

to read a translation of a passage from it to you. In English it starts with the words "In 12 

the period 2021". * So I shall read it to you now, Witness. 13 

"The witness was questioned by an investigator on 2 September 2018 about the 14 

identity of people involved in another investigation, but he had no knowledge of 15 

them. In 2021, attempts were made to contact the witness to update him on the case 16 

status, but he could not be reached."  On 29 April [the witness] was contacted and 17 

advised of case developments and disclosure matters."  However, the witness was 18 

not contactable.  So "On 29 April [the witness] was contacted and advised of case 19 

developments and disclosure matters.  Was also asked about his well-being, safety 20 

and medical issues.  He explained his phones had been stolen which was why he 21 

was not contactable previously."  End of quotation. 22 

So, Witness, I understand that between the point in time that you signed your written 23 

statement and 29 April 2022 you had no contact at all with the Office of the Prosecutor; 24 

is that correct? 25 
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A.   [11:46:07] Yes.  After our first meeting, I told them that I was terribly ill, I was 1 

seriously ill, I lost my telephone and so I was unable to meet with them.  Then, when 2 

I began to feel better, I returned to work and they contacted (Redacted) and it was he 3 

who informed me that he had been contacted by the investigators. 4 

Q.   [11:47:03] Thank you, Witness.  So the investigators did not ask for your 5 

agreement that your written statement be used in the hearing to confirm the charges 6 

which took place in October 2021? 7 

A.   [11:47:34] When he contacted me, they told me that the person who had made 8 

me suffer had been arrested.  They -- I told them that it was the first I had heard of it.  9 

They then asked me if I had a passport.  I told them that I did have a passport.  And 10 

that is what was relayed to me by telephone. 11 

Q.   [11:48:06] Thank you, Witness. 12 

Now, I'd like to return to the payment you received for transport.  * On page 36, lines 13 

12 and 13 of today's transcript you said, "I received money for transport."  Now, did 14 

you receive money for each -- for each time you travelled? 15 

A.   [11:48:49] Yes, for each meeting, if I had to go and meet with them, I was always 16 

taken home by a taxi, so I received 250 euros to cover my travel costs -- 250 francs. 17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:49:08] The interpreter corrects:  2,500 francs. 18 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:49:15](Interpretation)  19 

Q.   [11:49:15] Were you given 2,500 francs for the outward journey or for the return 20 

journey for each meeting? 21 

A.   [11:49:26] Yes, for each meeting. 22 

Q.   [11:49:28] And were you asked to provide a bill for the taxi? 23 

A.   [11:49:36] No.  24 

Q.   [11:49:41] Thank you, Witness. 25 
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Now, yesterday in transcript 54, French version edited, * page 6, line 19, you stated, 1 

"I was born in (Redacted)."  * Now, Witness, was the only identity  2 

document you provided to the investigators your military ID, or did you provide 3 

others? 4 

A.   [11:50:27] No, I didn't provide any other identity. 5 

Q.   [11:50:37] Do you mean you didn't provide any other identity document, sir? 6 

A.   [11:50:46] Yes.  I provided my military ID card.  7 

Q.   [11:50:56] Did the investigators take note of the details that you provided 8 

regarding your identity?  Is that right? 9 

A.   [11:51:09] Yes. 10 

Q.   [11:51:15] Thank you, Witness. 11 

Do you have a birth certificate, Witness? 12 

A.   [11:51:25] Yes.  Yes, I have a birth certificate, but I don't have it with me. 13 

Q.   [11:51:36] Would you be willing to provide it to the Court in the coming days? 14 

A.   [11:51:54] I told you I was born in (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted).  16 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:52:24](Interpretation) Court officer, tab 3, please, 17 

that's CAR-OTP-2083-0029 at page 29, please.  18 

Thank you, court officer. 19 

Q.   [11:52:59] Witness, on the military card which you provided to the investigators, 20 

it is stated that your date of birth is (Redacted) and not (Redacted).  Did the  21 

investigators ask you why these dates did not match? 22 

A.   [11:53:23] Yes, yes, they asked me that.  And I gave them my true date of birth 23 

and I also explained that in order to be able to join the army, I had to modify my birth 24 

certificate and I had needed to reduce my age in order to join the army.  So I can 25 
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inform you that I was born on (Redacted), and to join the army, I had to reduce my 1 

age, otherwise that could have counted against me and could have meant that 2 

I would have to be -- that I would be retired very rapidly.  3 

Q.   [11:54:27] Thank you, Witness.  So you explained all of that to the investigators 4 

when they queried the difference between the date that you had given them and the 5 

date that was logged on your military ID card? 6 

A.   [11:54:44] Yes, yes, I provided that explanation.  I told them that the age on my 7 

ID card was not the right one and I provided my true date of birth.  8 

Q.   [11:55:05] Thank you, Witness.  And do you know why that doesn't appear in 9 

your written statement? 10 

A.   [11:55:18] No.  No, I don't know why.  11 

Q.   [11:55:26] And did they ask you for your birth certificate following that 12 

conversation, or indeed another ID document? 13 

A.   [11:55:44] They asked for an ID card and my birth certificate.  I told them that 14 

my mother had my birth certificate and my ID card, the one that I used when I was 15 

(Redacted), had been lost because my house had  16 

been set on fire.  17 

Q.   [11:56:19] Thank you, Witness.  So let me ask you again, would you be willing 18 

to provide your birth certificate to the Court in order for you to be identified? 19 

A.   [11:56:39] Yes.  As I told you, my birth certificate is -- well, it's back home.  20 

Q.   [11:56:49] Thank you, Witness. 21 

Now, to finish, I'd like to show you a document regarding the FACA Gregoire 22 

Dangavo who we spoke about earlier. 23 

Court officer, could you display the document at tab 11, that's CAR-OTP-2004-1686 at 24 

page 1772. 25 
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Thank you, court officer. 1 

Witness, * this is a decree of 30 November 2012 signed by Francois Bozize and in it it 2 

says that Dangavo-Gbei Gregoire is listed as being promoted to the rank of lieutenant.  3 

Now, does this refresh your memory of the time?  The decree is dated 2012.  4 

A.   [11:58:10] I told you I didn't know that man.  Although I was a soldier myself, I 5 

never met him.  I heard that he worked at the ministry.  6 

Q.   [11:58:38] Thank you, Witness. 7 

MR FRANÇOIS-JACQUEMIN:  [11:58:41](Interpretation) Your Honour, I have no 8 

further questions for the witness.  I'm in your hands.  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:58:47] Thank you very much, Mr Jacquemin.  10 

May I ask the Prosecution whether there is any re-examination question? 11 

MS LE BAILLY:  [11:58:59](Interpretation) No, we have no further questions.  12 

Thank you.  13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:59:05] Thank you very much. 14 

Can we go back into open session, Madam Court Officer. 15 

(Open session at 11.59 a.m.) 16 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:59:32] We are back to open session, Madam President.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:59:36] Thank you very much. 18 

May I ask my colleagues.  Judge Flores, do you have any questions for this witness?  19 

JUDGE FLORES LIERA:  [11:59:45] No, no questions for this witness.  Thank you. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:59:50] Judge Ugalde?  21 

JUDGE UGALDE:  [11:59:54] No, no questions.  Thank you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [11:59:57] Thank you very much. 23 

Mr Witness, may I, on behalf of the Chamber, thank you very much for your 24 

cooperation, for helping us in our work.  I ask that you take care of yourself. 25 
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And what has happened here today, I advise that you do not discuss with any other 1 

person so that you will keep safe yourself and your family.  We wish you the very 2 

best in all your endeavours.  Thank you very much. 3 

(The witness is excused) 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SAMBA:  [12:00:28] On that note, we understand that we meet 5 

again on Thursday with the Prosecution's 23rd -- will that be the 23rd -- 23rd witness 6 

at 9:30. 7 

So I'm going to adjourn this case and ask that we meet here again on Thursday at 9:30.  8 

Thank you. 9 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:00:52] All rise. 10 

(The hearing ends in open session at 12.00 p.m.) 11 
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