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International Criminal Court1
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Situation: Central African Republic II3

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard4

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/185

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and Judge Chang-ho Chung6

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 17

Wednesday, 2 November 20228

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.30 a.m.)9

THE COURT USHER:  [9:30:15] All rise.10

The International Criminal Court is now in session.11

Please be seated.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:30:39] Good morning, everyone.13

Court officer, please call the case.14

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:30:43] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.15

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus16

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.17

And for the record, we are in open session.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:30:59] I think the Prosecution is unchanged, I19

would say.20

MR SCALIOTTI:  [9:31:03] Good morning, Mr President.  You're right.  There's no21

changes, so the Prosecution team is still composed of Kweku Vanderpuye,22

Yassin Mostfa, Manochitra Prathaban at my side, and myself, Massimo Scaliotti.  23

Thank you.  And good morning, everyone, your Honours, and everyone in24

the courtroom. 25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:22] Yeah.  I'm not sure if I can say the same of1

Ms Rabesandratana, but I think so.2

MS RABESANDRATANA:  [9:31:28](Interpretation) Yes, your Honour, our3

composition is unchanged.  It's Madam Gabriella dos Santos, Mouhia Asso and4

myself, Ms Rabesandratana.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:44] Yeah.6

MS RABESANDRATANA:  [9:31:45](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour. 7

Good morning, everybody.  Good morning, Presiding Judges.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:51] Ms Lau is also unchanged.9

MS LAU:  [9:31:56] Yes, I remain unchanged.  Thank you, Mr President.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:31:59] Ms Dimitri then.11

MS DIMITRI:  [9:32:01] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning,12

your Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Good morning, Madam Witness.13

I believe the Yekatom Defence team is unchanged, and Mr Yekatom is still in14

the courtroom.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:12] That does not apply for Mr Knoops.  So16

you have to really inform us what's going on in your team personally.17

MR KNOOPS:  [9:32:20] Thank you, Mr President. 18

Well observed at this early morning.  Thank you.  19

Mr President, good morning.  Your Honours, good morning.  Everyone, good20

morning.  21

Our team today consists of Marie-Hélène Proulx, Ms Chiara Giudici, Ms Sara Pedroso22

and Brianna Dyer. 23

Thank you.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:32:36] Thank you. 25
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We also welcome Rule 74 counsel for the witness.  Mr Diarrassouba, good morning.1

And, of course, most importantly, because without the witness, we would not sit here. 2

Good morning, Witness.3

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-1839 (On former oath)4

(The witness speaks French) 5

THE WITNESS:  [9:33:02](Interpretation) Good morning, your Honour.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:03] And Ms Dimitri has correctly assumed that7

she will have the floor.8

MS DIMITRI:  [9:33:21] Thank you, Mr President.9

QUESTIONED BY MS DIMITRI:  (Continuing)(Interpretation) 10

Q.   [9:33:25] Good morning, Witness.11

(Speaks English) Mr President, for my next series of questions, if we could go into12

private session, please.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:33:35] Yes, we go to private session.14

(Private session at 9.33 a.m.)15

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:50] We are in private session, Mr President.16

MS DIMITRI:  [9:33:54] Thank you. 17

Q.   [9:33:55](Interpretation) * Good morning, Ma’am.  I'm just going to go18

on -- follow the same lines as yesterday.  It's the same principle.  I'm going to ask19

you questions, and you can confirm things that you said in 2017 and 2020.  At some20

point of time, if you need the references, please do say so.21

However, I would like to say sorry, because you're right, Madam, yesterday I publicly22

said (Redacted), and I apologise for that.  You've perhaps noticed that I'm extremely23

careful in my questioning so as to not identify you.  I spoke to the Prosecutor, and24

the portion (Redacted) was removed from the public transcript.  So all this was25
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redacted.  1

I can reassure you, and I'm going to be extremely careful, and this is an unintentional2

mistake on my part, and I apologise.  3

You remember that I've given you a series of names to confirm.  You said that you4

did not know them, to the OTP. * And I forgot to ask about two of them. Is it true that5

you've never heard of an individual called (Redacted) who apparently was at6

Yamwara.  You said "no" in 2020, and I'm asking you the question again. 7

A.   [9:35:34] I do not know him.8

Q.   [9:35:41] Thank you, Madam.  Again, the same question, in 2020, the OTP9

asked you if you knew someone called as (Redacted) (phon) and you said no.  Do10

you confirm that, please?11

A.   [9:35:55] Yes, I do confirm that. 12

Q.   [9:36:02] Madam, I would like to now talk about the pillaging at the (Redacted). 13

There are very few people who actually participated in it,14

 so I will try not identify you.15

Now, you testified on -- on last Friday that there was this (Redacted)16

And while you were in Gnawara, you also said that the -- that pillaging of17

the (Redacted) was the only incident that took place in Gnawara.  I just have some18

clarifications.  19

Now, is it true that this pillaging of the (Redacted) took place on the (Redacted)20

(Redacted)?21

A.   [9:37:10] Could you please be a bit more explicit. 22

Q.   [9:37:12] Of course.  I'm trying to try and establish a date on when23

the (Redacted) took place.  Am I right in saying so, that it was either the (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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A.   [9:37:32] I don't know.  I don't remember. 1

Q.   [9:37:36] No problem at all.2

If I understand from your statement to the Prosecutor, (Redacted)3

(Redacted) back to the base.  Do you confirm that?4

A.   [9:37:57] I wasn't there when the pillaging took place.  How can I help5

(Redacted) to the place -- to the base whilst I wasn't even 6

there when the incident took place? 7

Q.   [9:38:10] I'm going to read an extract of the declaration, of the statement. 8

Perhaps I misunderstood.  In 2017, when you spoke about the incident, you said that9

(Redacted)10

(Redacted) to the base.11

So I understood that you were not there during the pillaging at the (Redacted), but12

when (Redacted) back to base. 13

A.   [9:38:48] For more clarifications, I wasn't there during the (Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted).  Perhaps this is what I 16

wanted to say.  17

Some of our friends were there at the base who also went to help them bring18

(Redacted), but I did not take part in that. 19

Q.   [9:39:27] I understand.  Thank you so much for your specifications.20

To the best of your knowledge, did (Redacted) participate in the pillaging of21

the (Redacted)? 22

A.   [9:39:42] I do not know -- I don't remember. 23

Q.   [9:39:56] When you spoke about the (Redacted), when the OTP asked you24

questions, you said -- I think you said near (Redacted), if I'm not mistaken.  I just25
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want to jot your memory.  Don't you think it took place near (Redacted)? 1

A.   [9:40:23] Yes, it was something to that effect. 2

Q.  [9:40:34] You also testified that you saw the (Redacted) Coeur de Lion's residence3

and you -- yet you told the investigators, and this is why I'm so specific, in 2017, that4

Coeur de Lion was unhappy.  Can you please confirm what you said at that point of5

time. 6

A.   [9:41:04] Yes, I do confirm. 7

Q.   [9:41:11] Thank you, Madam.8

You did not talk about Mr Yekatom during this (Redacted), so do I understand that he9

was not present -- or, rather, you did not see him? 10

A.   [9:41:26] Yes, he wasn't there on that day. 11

Q.   [9:41:32] Thank you, Madam.12

And according to what you saw, is it true that the elements only took away13

(Redacted)?  Nothing else.  (Redacted) were taken away. 14

A.   [9:41:49] No, no other (Redacted). 15

Q.   [9:41:52] Thank you so much.  16

I'm going to change the subject again, Madam.17

You spoke about the Yamwara base and then you -- you spoke about the PK9-Mbaïki18

axis.  To the best of your knowledge, Madam, when you were at Yamwara, when19

the base was stationed in Yamwara, till you left Yamwara, is it true that there was no20

base at the Plateau school? 21

A.   [9:42:43] I do not even now of a school called Plateau.  I've completely22

forgotten everything. 23

Q.   [9:43:02] Madam, do you remember an individual who goes by the name24

Manoumana? 25
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A.   [9:43:24] No.1

Q.   [9:43:39] I'm going to again change the subject, Madam.2

I would now like to come back to a video footage that was shown to you by3

the Prosecution, and I'm going to do an exercise with you.  It will last for a few4

minutes, and then there's going to be some questions.5

Right.  Last week the Prosecutor showed you a video footage on Friday.  His6

objective was to ask you if you recognised someone specific on that video footage. 7

You said, no, and you were shown the video.  And my question is on the same video8

but another subject.  I'm just telling you the background so you understand what all9

this is about. * So the video that the Prosecutor showed you, for the records, it's in tab10

5, Prosecution binder, CAR-OTP-2065-4942.  And it lasts for three seconds.11

I'm going to show you an extract of another video that was taken slightly after the12

first video that was shown to you.  So I'm going to show you tab 6 of the Prosecution13

binder, CAR-OTP-2065-4966.14

So, for the records, we are going to play 15 seconds to 22 seconds.  15

And, Madam, I'm going to ask you to specifically focus on the person who is kneeling. 16

There's a person who's kneeling on his knees behind Momokama, and it's the same17

person -- when the Prosecutor showed you the video last week, we saw this person18

from far.19

Now, I'm going to show you this video, and please pay attention to -- please pay20

attention.  I'm going to make a demonstration, and then I'm going to actually ask21

you a few questions.  Are you with me? 22

A.   [9:46:14] Fine.23

(Viewing of the video excerpt)24

MS DIMITRI:  (Interpretation)25
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Q.   [9:46:38] So we've zoomed in on the person who's on his knees.  Now I'm going1

to show you a report that was broadcast on TV, and it shows the same scene.  It's 78,2

Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2012-0523.  And we're going to show you from3

51 minutes to 51:30.4

There's a transcription that's available.  It's in tab 127 of the interpreter folder. 5

CAR-OTP-2118-5547.  And for the interpreters, if you can read page 5587, lines 13086

to 1316.7

Madam, let me explain.  You can see the young man who's kneeling.  His face is8

distorted.  We can't see it.  So what I'm going to ask you to do is to pay attention to9

what the journalist is going to say in the video.  10

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 11

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:48:16](Interpretation of the video excerpt) "So the thing12

they've actually uncovered a traitor in their ranks, and the person is going through13

a very tough time now.  Do you -- do you know him or not?  Wait.  Leave him14

alone for a bit.  As permission, he has to attend the chief's meal.  If you come and if15

you stay on your motorbike and if you ask where's the place, where's the place, in16

the evening the -- he's going to be executed, another form of the trial."17

MS DIMITRI:  [9:49:00](Interpretation) 18

Q.   [9:49:00] So, again, are you with me?  My question is going to come.  I'm19

going to now show you -- 20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:49:06] There was a small overlap.  I just want to21

address that immediately when it pops up first.22

MS DIMITRI:  [9:49:18] Really, I apologise. 23

Q.   [9:49:22](Interpretation) So I'm going to show you some photos here.  124, tab,24

Defence binder, D29-0010-0064. 25
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(Speaks English) I'm sorry, could the court reporter -- yes, sorry.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:50:14] Indeed.2

MS DIMITRI:  [9:50:25] Maybe in "View" you could rotate it, if you press on "View". 3

No, it was there, "Rotate View".  Yes, thank you. 4

Q.   [9:50:48](Interpretation) I'm going to show you the -- a photo collage here, and is5

it -- it's the same person.  Now I'm going to show you another photo.  Now I'm6

going to show you the original.  The -- it's in CAR-D29-0010-0063.  And7

the metadata, for the records, is in tab 126, CAR-D29-0018-0001.8

(Speaks English) Could we zoom out, please.  I want her to see the full picture. 9

Thank you very much.  Zoom in just a little bit.  Yes.  Thank you.10

(Interpretation) Madam, the young man of the video is the man we see here.  He's11

wearing a tee shirt of a festival that took place in 2015, which means that he wasn't12

killed, contrary to what the journalist said.  He -- so she said that he would be13

executed in the evening without any form of trial, but he wasn't executed.14

So my question is:  First of all, have you seen this young man and have you seen him15

after 20 -- December 2013?  And, on the other hand --16

I'm going to wait because there's an objection. 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:52:36] Mr Scaliotti. 18

MR SCALIOTTI:  [9:52:41] Mr President, yes, I would like to object to the relevance19

of these line of questions.  Clearly the death of this individual is not in the charges,20

and I don't see the relevance in any way of this incident.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:52:51] It's not obvious, but perhaps, Ms Dimitri,22

you can give us a hint at least.  It has -- I will -- well, I will not overrule it quickly,23

because I also see not the relevance at the moment, but Ms Dimitri normally has24

something in mind.25
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MS DIMITRI:  [9:53:12] Thank you, Mr President.1

The video was shown by my learned friend.  I assume, maybe wrongly, that he's2

going to submit it into evidence.  The other video, the one where the journalist says,3

this -- that night he will day without any other form of trial is also submitted into4

evidence.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:53:33] Okay, fine.6

MS DIMITRI:  [9:53:34] So it's -- it's because she was at the base, and my -- my point7

is, (a) he's alive, (2), they are rumours by journalists.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:53:48] Okay.  Well, let me put it this way:  It's9

not at the centre of this case, but still -- well, it's -- yeah, I will not dismiss it from10

the outset.11

So, Madam Witness, do you know something about the person?12

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:07](Interpretation) No, your Honour.  I did not take part in13

that, and I know nothing at all.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:14] Well, that's also a solution to the issue. 15

Ms Dimitri.16

BY MS DIMITRI:  (Interpretation)17

Q.   [9:54:15] Thank you so much.18

(Speaks English) We can remove the picture from the screen.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:54:21] And I take it that you have always in mind20

when we can go to open session.  No, I only -- I say I want to flag it.21

MS DIMITRI:  [9:54:29] Yeah, I know.  Thank you, Mr President.  I do, but maybe22

in -- maybe in three questions. 23

Q.   [9:54:44](Interpretation) I'm again changing subject.24

You spoke -- you said that according -- in fact, according to what you said, a 25
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bébé Peuhl would have been killed by Mr Yekatom.  You said that last Friday at 10:49. 1

Once again, it's about to get some specific -- it's all about getting some specifications2

on statements you made to the OTP investigators in 2017.  They asked you who told3

you the story, and you said, and I'm quoting you, "(Redacted) at the same 4

time."  Do you bear that out?5

A.   [9:55:39] Yes. 6

Q.   [9:55:46] You added during the interview with the investigators, and I'm7

quoting you, "I don't know if it's a true story or not, but this is what they told me." 8

Do you confirm that?9

A.   [9:55:59] Yes, I do confirm that. 10

Q.   [9:56:06] Just some last specifications, please.  You said during your testimony11

that when -- that the group was already in Yamwara when this incident allegedly12

would have occurred.  And yet in your statement you say that you do not know13

the village, and according to what was told to you, this incident allegedly took place14

before coming to Boeing.  15

So my question is:  Do I understand that (Redacted) were not giving you any 16

other details, rather -- other than the ones you mentioned? 17

A.   [9:56:57] What I said was what I was told by them.  I do not know the name of18

the village, and I was quite specific.  I don't know whether it's a true story or not. 19

I was quite specific on that account. 20

Q.   [9:57:13] That was one of my questions.  Thank you so much.21

(Speaks English) I'm debating, Mr President, whether we can go in open session or22

stay in private.  We could give it a try.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:57:55] Well, then, let's -- let's give it a try.  Let's24

decide the debate.25
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MS DIMITRI:  [9:58:03] Just one --1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:58:05] Of course, yeah, yeah.2

MS DIMITRI:  [9:58:06] If I could just tell her one thing before we go.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:58:09] Of course.4

MS DIMITRI:  [9:58:10](Interpretation) 5

Q.   [9:58:11] Madam, my next subject is the gathering before you left Yamwara. 6

We're going to go into open session, and I'm going to ask you a few questions that7

will not identify you.  But at some point, I'm going to talk about your section head,8

and we will avoid mentioning his name in public; is that okay?9

(Open session at 9.58 a.m.)10

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:58:51] We're in open session, Mr President.11

MS DIMITRI:  [9:59:01](Interpretation) 12

Q.   [9:59:01] As I explained, Madam, I'm going to talk to you about -- I'm going to13

talk to you about Yamwara and the gathering before the great departure, and some14

general questions on Yamwara.15

In 2017, the investigators of the OTP talked about the other sections in Yamwara, and16

you said, I'm quoting you on this, "Very often I would focus on my section because17

we -- we can say hello and hi and have fun, but we don't really work together."  Do18

you confirm that?19

A.   [9:59:44] Yes, I do confirm that. 20

Q.   [9:59:52] During your meeting with the Prosecutor in 2017, you spoke about21

a meeting in Yamwara where the departure was to be decided, and you said, and I'm22

quoting you on this -- in fact, you were explaining to the investigators that Kamezolaï,23

Captain Kamezolaï suggested to leave the school because there were problems on24

how to feed the soldiers.  Do you confirm that? 25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 12/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 12/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 13

A.   [10:00:31] I would like to see what I said before I can confirm. 1

MS DIMITRI:  [10:01:01] It's OTP binder 45, CAR-2072-0762, at page 0779.2

Could we first go to 0778, and if you could zoom on line 546. 3

Q.   [10:02:21](Interpretation) Do you see that there, Ma'am? 4

At 546, please.5

Interviewer 1 asked you whether Kamezolaï made the suggestion.  You answered,6

saying "Yes."  And I'll go on to another passage.7

At -- on the following page -- (Overlapping speakers) (Speaks English) Could we go8

at the next, please.9

(Interpretation) Line 576.  The interviewer reiterated what you said, and he10

suggested leaving the school because there were problems providing food to -- can11

you confirm this? 12

A.   [10:03:14] Yes.13

MS DIMITRI:  If We could remove it from the screen.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:21] Witness, how do you know that?  Have15

you -- have you heard it, or have you been present when the discussion about leaving16

the school was taken -- or the decision was taken?17

THE WITNESS:  [10:03:41](Interpretation) (Redacted)18

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:03:47] (Redacted)19

MS DIMITRI:  [10:03:52] Maybe we could go into private session.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:55] Yeah.  Yes.21

You never know from the answer beforehand.22

(Private session at 10.04 a.m.) 23

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:04:11] We are in private session, Mr President.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:14] You said you were -- (Redacted) in25
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the (Redacted). Do you recall (Redacted)? Of1

course, not every person, I might assume, but can you recall some names who were2

(Redacted)3

THE WITNESS: [10:04:49](Interpretation) (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [10:05:10] Well, that's very precise.7

Ms Dimitri.8

MS DIMITRI: [10:05:12] Thank you, Mr President.9

Q. [10:05:24](Interpretation) Ma'am, let me reassure you, we're in private session.10

Afterwards you said to the OTP investigators that Mr Yekatom (Redacted)11

of (Redacted), and you said there were (Redacted)12

going by your memory, and everyone agreed.13

Can you confirm that you said that?14

A. [10:05:55] Yes, I can confirm that.15

Q.   [10:06:05] On the day of this (Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

correct? 18

A.   [10:06:21] Yes. 19

Q.   [10:06:23] And -- I'm sorry, I was going a bit too fast.20

All the section chiefs were summoning or calling their various sections, correct?21

A.   [10:06:35] Yes. 22

Q.   [10:06:38] And during this gathering, you all came out and you left Yamwara for23

once and for all. 24

A.   [10:06:47] Yes. 25
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Q.   [10:06:54] Am I correct in saying that the Seleka were still in control of the PK91

roadblock at that time? 2

A.   [10:07:04] Yes. 3

Q.   [10:07:13] I'd like to show another sketch that you drew, just for identification4

purposes and also for you to confirm that I've understood your sketch correctly.5

This is the Defence tab 50, CAR-OTP-2066-1461.6

Can you see the sketch up on the screen?  Am I correct in saying that the Seleka were7

positioned at -- do you see where it's written "Bimbo, a roadblock, police station or8

gendarmerie Seleka"?  Then on the other side there seems to be a place called 9

Plein Air snack bar. 10

So were the Seleka at this police station or gendarmerie where we see some kind of11

metal barrier or pole that goes up and goes down when you come from Bangui12

heading towards Mbaïki, before crossing the bridge?  Have I understood your sketch13

correctly?14

A.   [10:09:02] Yes, Ma'am. 15

Q.   [10:09:03] Thank you, Ma'am.  16

We can take this sketch down off of the screen now.17

Once again I'm going to move to another topic, and I think this time we can go ... 18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:09:25] If there are doubts, we stay in private19

session.20

MS DIMITRI:  [10:09:30] Yes, yes, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry. 21

Q.   [10:09:32](Interpretation) We'll stay in private session, Ma'am.22

I'd like to ask you about Freddy Ouandjio, Coeur de Lion.  So I do have some very23

specific questions, and I'd just like you to confirm a few things you said.  24

First of all, I'd like to show you a photograph so you can identify this person.  Tab 84,25
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CAR-D29-0010-0042.1

And you recognise this person wearing a red shirt, and I just want to ask you to2

confirm something. 3

A.   [10:10:23] Yes, I see the person.  To the left -- to the left -- 4

Q.   [10:10:34] There's a reference number. 5

A.   [10:10:36] CAR-OTP -- 6

Q.   [10:10:39] No, no, no.  Look, look.  I'll make things easy for you.  There's7

a number to left. 8

A.   [10:10:45] 12 at the end? 9

Q.   [10:10:48] Yes.  So number 4?  10

A.   [10:10:52] Yes, number 4.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:10:54] Well, why not have it for the record,12

extremely precise, the CAR-OTP number.  It's absolutely okay, Madam Witness.  13

MS DIMITRI:  [10:11:00] Yes, she identified CAR-OTP-2065-4512.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:08] Yes, yes, very precisely.15

MS DIMITRI:  [10:11:11] We can remove it from the screen.   16

Q.   [10:11:13](Interpretation) Thank you, Ma'am.  17

Once again regarding Coeur de Lion, I'd like to confirm something you said to18

the OTP investigators in 2017 and 2020.  You said that the aide-de-camp of19

Coeur de Lion were civilians, not soldiers, and the aides-de-camp of Mr Yekatom20

were soldiers for the most part.  Can you confirm?21

A.   [10:11:43] Yes, I confirm that.22

Q.   [10:11:48] During your second interview with the Prosecution in 2020, you said23

that Coeur de Lion committed a number of crimes without talking to Mr Yekatom. 24

Can you confirm that? 25
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A.   [10:12:08] Yes, I confirm that. 1

Q.   [10:12:12] Is it correct that Mr Yekatom complained about the behaviour of2

Coeur de Lion, and I quote you, quote:  "He often did things and Mr Yekatom was3

not aware of them."  End of quote.  Can you confirm?4

A.   [10:12:31] I confirm.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:12:33] Can we -- just for the record, can we have6

the reference, please.7

MS DIMITRI:  [10:12:35] Yes, of course, Mr President.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:12:40] It's very important because we have I9

think 900 or a thousand pages or whatever.10

MS DIMITRI:  [10:12:47] Yes.  Of course, Mr President.11

So the last reference is CAR-OTP-2122-7028, page 7043, line 528-533.12

The previous reference, Mr President, CAR-OTP -- well, let me make it simple. 13

The previous reference is the same reference but line 513-514.14

And do your Honour also want the reference about the military attire and the civil15

attire or ...16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:13:48] I think you can move on.17

MS DIMITRI:  [10:13:51] Thank you.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:13:54] Mr Scaliotti.19

MR SCALIOTTI:  [10:13:55] Mr President, I was wondering if we can get some clarity. 20

I'm reading here in the transcripts, the witness said Coeur de Lion did certain things. 21

If we can get clarity, if the witness knows what kind of things was Coeur de Lion22

doing.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:14:13] Well, I -- actually, I thought perhaps24

Ms Dimitri will address it in the -- in her further examination.  So that it would give25
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a little bit meat, so to speak, to what the witness has said.  But, otherwise, we can ask1

it, of course, yeah.2

MS DIMITRI:  [10:14:33] I had a number of questions on Coeur de Lion, and I was3

also going to quote an example that the witness --4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:14:38] So you are addressing it, okay.  Then5

let's see how it unfolds.6

MS DIMITRI:  [10:14:55] 7

Q.   [10:14:57](Interpretation) Just to address the issue raised by the Prosecution, is it8

correct that during -- well, when you got here to The Hague, you read over your9

statements and you made some corrections, and you added some things, and you10

went to the trouble to -- I'm speaking from memory. I don't have the actual11

corrections. But you did give an example of a crime allegedly committed by12

Coeur de Lion without the knowledge or agreement of Mr Yekatom. And this13

example that you gave was the (Redacted)14

(Redacted) Do you confirm this?15

A. [10:15:42] Yes, I confirm that. And I also made a point of saying that --16

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:15:54] Overlapping.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:15:57] As a remark, the French transcript was18

frozen, but I think now it's coming back.  Okay.  Please continue.19

MS DIMITRI:  [10:16:06] Thank you. 20

Q.   [10:16:07](Interpretation) Then you also told the investigators of the OTP, and I21

quote - please confirm - quote:  "Well, we understood that he too could do whatever22

he wanted to.  Coeur de Lion also could do whatever he wanted to."  End of quote. 23

Can you confirm that you said that. 24

A.   [10:16:40] Yes, I confirm that.25
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MS DIMITRI:  [10:16:41] Mr President --1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:51] There's a problem with the French2

transcript at the moment. 3

MS DIMITRI:  [10:16:56] Yes, which is a bit inconvenient for me.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:58] Yes, for me too, because I'm -- also these5

days I'm following the French transcript.6

The technicians are informed.  I think there's a problem with both transcripts, but I7

think we continue.  And, well, you slow down after you're finished your -- and wait,8

wait a couple of seconds, and then, the interpreters today are very quick, like always,9

so -- and -- and they will complain, of course, the interpreters, if it does not work. 10

Please, Ms Dimitri.11

MS DIMITRI:  [10:17:42] Thank you, Mr President.12

Q.   [10:17:44](Interpretation) We're going to slow down a little bit, because we have13

a transcript problem right now.  14

Now, the OTP investigators -- just to reassure you, we're in private session. 15

The investigators asked you when Mr Yekatom made (Redacted), and you 16

said, and I quote:  "(Redacted)17

(Redacted) 18

A.   [10:18:16] That was about Coeur de Lion, wasn't it? 19

Q.   [10:18:19] Still -- yes, we're still talking about the same thing, Mr Coeur de Lion. 20

A.   [10:18:26] Yes, I confirm that. 21

Q.   [10:18:29] Thank you, Ma'am.22

Now, during our investigation, certain Defence witnesses told us that Coeur de Lion23

had already brandished his weapon and tried to even hold up Mr Yekatom.  Did you24

know that? 25
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A.   [10:18:57] No. 1

Q.   [10:18:59] I note that yesterday you explained that, as (Redacted)2

(Redacted). * But were you aware at any point 3

in time that Coeur de Lion had tried to overthrow Yekatom at Yamwara, with soldiers4

such as Max Maidanda and Sakada, and that the two people in question went to Mr5

Yekatom to tell him about this?  Did you ever hear about this, even though you were6

not part of the discussions with the soldiers?7

A.   [10:19:45] No, I didn't hear anything about that.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:48] Well, it seems to be back on track.9

MS DIMITRI:  [10:19:52] Thank you.10

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:19:54] Interpreter correction:  The two soldiers mentioned11

were Maidanda and Sakada. 12

MS DIMITRI:  [10:20:04](Interpretation) 13

Q.   [10:20:07] Once again, can you confirm that you said this, you said, quote: 14

"The ones who were on Coeur de Lion's side, when Coeur de Lion wasn't there,15

Rambo would turn his back on them, and some of them got out of control, and some16

left and went to the other side."17

Corrected:  Defected.18

I'd like to ask you to confirm.  When you say Coeur de Lion wasn't there, I think19

you're referring to his death. 20

A.   [10:20:44] Yes. 21

Q.   [10:20:53] And you also said to the investigators - please confirm this - I quote: 22

"I told you that all the people who were close to Coeur de Lion, after they were left to23

their own devices."  Can you confirm this? 24

A.   [10:21:12] Yes, I confirm that. 25
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Q.   [10:21:18] When you use the term "Rambo turned his back on them", am I to1

understand, Ma'am, that you meant Rambo didn't think of them as members of2

the movement or the group anymore? 3

A.   [10:21:38] Left to themselves, well, what I meant, I didn't see them with certain4

chiefs.  But I didn't say that they weren't part of the group.  They were still there. 5

Q.   [10:21:53] I'm not talking about "left to themselves" or "left to their own devices". 6

I'm talking about Rambo turned his back on them.  7

When you used the expression "Rambo turned his back on them", am I to understand8

that Rambo thought that they were no longer members of the group and he turned his9

back on them?10

* A.   [10:22:17] Well, what I mean is that he -- no longer attached any importance to11

them.12

MS DIMITRI:  [10:22:31](Interpretation)13

Q.   [10:22:31] You also told the investigators that Habib Beina replaced14

Coeur de Lion as Yekatom's deputy.  He didn't take responsibility for15

Coeur de Lion's elements.  And you answered saying, "No."  Can you confirm that?16

A.   [10:22:50] Yes, I confirm that. 17

Q.   [10:22:59] You also said to the investigators, Apache was one of the people close18

to Coeur de Lion.  Can you confirm that?19

A.   [10:23:12] Yes, I confirm that. 20

Q.   [10:23:18] And you also said to the investigators that he belonged to21

Coeur de Lion's group.  Can you confirm that?22

A.   [10:23:24] Yes, I confirm that. 23

Q.   [10:23:37] Is it correct that he was part of the people who were left to their own24

devices after Coeur de Lion's death?25
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A.   [10:23:46] Yes. 1

Q.   [10:23:50] Thank you, Ma'am.2

I'll now move to another topic, Ma'am.  I'd like to ask you some questions about3

(Redacted) now.  And once again, this is the same exercise.  I'm going to repeat4

some of the things that you said and I'll ask you to confirm.5

MR SCALIOTTI:  [10:24:20] Mr President, I would like just to flag one problem with6

the interpretation.  I think something is missing from the English version, and I'm7

referring here to page 25, line 4, of the French transcript.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:24:35] Yeah, I've also seen it, actually, but it is in9

the French transcript, and I think it will be then incorporated also in the English10

transcript.  But you're right, and it's quite an important answer, I would say. 11

Important, but it's quite something substantial missing, to put it this way.  Thank12

you, Mr Scaliotti.13

Ms Dimitri.14

MS DIMITRI:  [10:24:54] Thank you, Mr President. 15

Q.   [10:25:04](Interpretation) I'll -- we're going to talk about (Redacted), and I'll16

repeat some things that you said, then I'll ask you to confirm.  17

You told the investigators in 2017 that within the Anti-Balaka movement, everyone18

wanted to prove that he was a winner, a victor.  Can you confirm that?19

A.   [10:25:29] Yes. 20

Q.   [10:25:36] You also told the investigators, with respect to (Redacted)21

(Redacted) explained to you how (Redacted)22

(Redacted) before the Seleka 23

came in.  That is to say, (Redacted).  So he told you 24

about this operation, (Redacted), when he started with the 25
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(Redacted),1

(Redacted),2

(Redacted),3

A.   [10:26:38] Yes, I confirm that.  It's not false. 4

Q.   [10:26:50] Ma'am, your testimony wasn't entirely clear, but I believe that I5

understood that when you were talking to the OTP investigators, I think you spent6

a lot of time  (Redacted),.  Am I correct that he told you a lot of things 7

when  (Redacted),8

(Redacted), or other times. 9

A.   [10:27:32] With  (Redacted),  We talked a lot.  I confirm that. 10

Q.   [10:27:44] You told the OTP investigators that when  (Redacted),11

(Redacted),12

(Redacted),   Can you confirm this?13

A.   [10:28:03] I confirm that.14

Q.   [10:28:09] You also told the OTP investigators -- I beg your pardon.  15

You told the OTP investigators that  (Redacted),16

(Redacted),17

(Redacted),   Can you confirm that? 18

A.   [10:28:41] I confirm that. 19

Q.   [10:28:50] And you also told the OTP investigators -- well, you confirmed that20

he joined the Anti-Balaka, but he didn't -- he didn't explain to you how it came to be21

that he had joined.  Can you confirm that?22

A.   [10:29:07] No, he didn't explain that to me.  I confirm what I said. 23

Q.   [10:29:20] The investigators asked you, Ma'am, what the relationship was like24

between (Redacted), and Coeur de Lion, and regarding the dealings between the two.  25
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You said that  (Redacted),.  He had to accept what he told him.  Can 1

you confirm that?2

A.   [10:29:41] I confirm that. 3

Q.   [10:29:50] You also told the investigators in the year 2020 that when you were in4

Yamwara, (Redacted),5

(Redacted),.  Can you confirm that?6

A.   [10:30:06] I confirm that.7

Q.   [10:30:15] If you know, how often would  (Redacted), visit Coeur de Lion in 8

Yamwara? 9

A.   [10:30:25] (Redacted),10

(Redacted),11

Q.   [10:30:44] That was not my question, but I'll try and specify it.  12

How often would (Redacted), visit Coeur de Lion in Yamwara? Was it every day, was it13

several times a day, what?  How often? 14

A.   [10:31:03] * Not every day, because  (Redacted),15

(Redacted),, and they would actually meet from time to time. 16

Q.   [10:31:21] Do you also confirm that  (Redacted), when 17

you joined?18

A.   [10:31:29] Yes, I do confirm. 19

Q.   [10:31:35] Thank you so much.  I'm going to now move on to another topic. 20

I'm going to talk about PK9.21

(Speaks English) Could I have just a couple of seconds, Mr President, to verify22

whether we could go into public session, open session.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:31:56] Of course.24

MS DIMITRI:  [10:32:23](Interpretation) 25
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Q.   [10:32:23] Madam, I think we can go into open session because I'm going to talk1

about the arrival in PK9-Mbaïki in a general way.  Again, it's going to be the same2

exercise.  I'm going to ask you to bear out certain statements you made at that point3

of time.4

At some point of time, if there's something that could identify you, please tell me. 5

We'll move into private session.  You say something without realising, and it's in6

public, but please be aware that the broadcast is 30 minutes down the line and it can7

be redacted.  So we really have to make sure that most of our sessions are in open8

sessions, insofar as possible, of course.  Thank you.9

(Open session at 10.33 a.m.)10

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:33:23] We're in open session, Mr President.11

MS DIMITRI:  [10:33:26] Thank you. 12

Q.   [10:33:27](Interpretation) You testified that there was combat in PK9, but you13

actually arrived after the fighting.  In 2017, when you met the OTP investigators, you14

spoke about this fighting with the Seleka in PK9.  I'm quoting you, and you said: 15

"After having come on to the main road, we wanted to free up the Bimbo road so that16

at least people who wanted to go and see their families could go and cross over."  17

I can see you nodding, but do you confirm that?18

A.   [10:34:13] Yes, I do confirm that. 19

Q.   [10:34:31] Madam, yesterday I asked you to tell me -- mark the position of20

Habib Beina and Momokama.  I did not realise that we've actually made an accurate21

sketch where we can see the garage.  And we talked about it yesterday.  I'm going22

to show you the sketch again.  Can you confirm to me that it's the same place where23

you had the position?24

It's CAR-OTP-2066-1961. 25
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THE INTERPRETER:  [10:35:18] Correction:  CAR-OTP-2066-1461.1

MS DIMITRI:  [10:35:45](Interpretation) 2

Q.   [10:35:45] The sketch is up on the screen.  You can see on the top of the page it3

says "villa", and then there is pelouse, which is the lawn, the entry, and arbre, which is4

a tree, and there are three Xs where it says "Balaka soldiers".  To the right you have5

voiture, which is a car, three Xs, and we can see the garage.  6

Now, have I understood your sketch properly?  This mean that the7

group -- Momokama's group and Habib Beina's group were positioned at that place,8

at the place where we can see the Balaka elements.  So at the level of the villa and9

the garage. 10

A.   [10:36:32] Yes, I do confirm. 11

Q.   [10:36:36] Thank you so much. 12

The sketch can be removed from the screen.13

Madam, last Thursday, during your testimony, you said at 12:44 that each person has14

the possibility to put some money and the cars would pay as well.15

Now, you were a bit more specific.  You said that the women did not pay.  You said16

that to the OTP investigators.  Do you confirm this?17

A.   [10:37:19] Yes, I do confirm. 18

Q.   [10:37:29] * And according to a witness met by the OTP -- and for the record,19

before my learned friend asks, it's P-2017, CAR-OTP-2127-0020, at page 0029.20

Now, according to this witness, the -- they organised the return to PK9, and21

they -- they organised a return to the gendarmerie or the police station.  And this22

was Mr Alfred Yekatom's group.  Do you know this? 23

A.   [10:38:14] Can you repeat the question. 24

Q.   [10:38:16] Yes, of course.25
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Now, after what you -- this installation at PK9, the members of Mr Yekatom's group,1

including Habib Beina and Momokama, do you know that they organised the return2

of the gendarmes and the police officers? 3

A.   [10:38:47] I was not there during the organisation, but afterwards, the police and4

the gendarmes did come back to their duty stations but in collaboration with other5

elements of the other side, sometime -- of our side.  In fact, sometimes they're also on6

that side of the barrier. 7

Q.   [10:39:16] Thank you, Madam.8

According to the best of your knowledge - and now I'm asking you what you heard9

and what you know - before the clashes at the PK9 bridge with the Seleka, am I right10

in saying that the Seleka were -- were at the control, had the control of the PK9? 11

A.   [10:39:54] The Seleka were there.  In spite of the clashes, they were still there. 12

Q.   [10:40:03] Thank you.  And before your arrival to PK9-Mbaïki, am I right in13

saying that the Seleka also had checkpoints?  We talked about PK9.  But they also14

had checkpoints in Sekia, in Pissa and Mbaïki. 15

A.   [10:40:27] In Pissa, I'm not sure.  In Sekia, yes.  It's when I said that there was16

a girl who came out to check the zone, and we were told that there were certain17

Seleka at the Sekia checkpost.  And I'm not aware of the other checkposts. 18

Q.   [10:41:01] You also said to the OTP investigators in 2017, with respect to how19

the groups were progressing at the axis, and I'm quoting:  "We're talking each village20

one by one to see if there are armed men in the villages."  Do you bear that out? 21

A.   [10:41:30] Yes, I confirm. 22

Q.   [10:41:34] Thank you, Madam.23

You also said in 2020 to the OTP investigators, and I'm quoting you on this: 24

"Yekatom, when we took over the PK9-Mbaïki axis, he was not on the field.  He was25
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far."  And you said that he was on site.  Can you confirm this? 1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:42:07] Mr Scaliotti. 2

MR SCALIOTTI:  [10:42:08] Mr President, I think it would be good to have some of3

the references from time to time.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:42:13] I -- you know -- 5

MR SCALIOTTI:  [10:42:14] Because this is -- 6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  -- you and I -- 7

MR SCALIOTTI:  -- going on for some time. 8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:42:14] You and I, we started it, but since -- well,9

I think if we do it every time, it's extremely cumbersome.  So I have a little trust,10

actually, in counsel that they do not distort anything.  But in that case, I agree.  So11

we -- we should put it on the record, yes.12

MS DIMITRI:  [10:42:37] Of course.  No problem, Mr President.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:42:39] And the -- it's not a problem, but14

the situation arises from the fact that it's not a Rule 68(3) witness and, understandably,15

that -- also like you did, that you have to revert more to the former statement to try to16

bring it in as evidence because we have a complete live witness here.  That's17

the situation.  Thank you.18

Perhaps for this citation, please, the reference.19

MS DIMITRI:  [10:43:06] No problem, Mr President.  And whenever -- whenever20

you want the reference, I'm ready to give them.  But, as you said, if I give them every21

time, it's very -- it's very heavy.22

So this one is -- sorry, I have so many footnotes.  It's CAR -- let me just find the tab23

number.  It's CAR-OTP-2122-7067.  I'm told it's tab 31 of the OTP binder, page 7076. 24

If we could zoom in, line 316-321.25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:44:10] And, of course, specifically important to1

give the reference -- or, it would be, if the witness says, "I don't recall," or says2

something different.  But when the witness says, "I confirm," well, there is3

the assumption that counsel citates correctly is perhaps even a little bit more4

strengthened.5

Okay, I think we have seen it and the witness has confirmed it.  We can move on.6

MS DIMITRI:  [10:44:47](Interpretation) 7

Q.   [10:44:47] I saw you nodding, but can you confirm that, please. 8

A.   [10:44:51] Yes.  During the clashes, he wasn't at the axis.  He was not there.9

MS DIMITRI:  [10:45:02] We can remove it from the screen.  Thank you. 10

Q.   [10:45:05](Interpretation) Now, during -- when you broached the subject with11

the OTP investigators, you mentioned that the objective -- the overall, overarching12

objective was to free up the country.  Do you confirm that?13

A.   [10:45:22] Yes, I do confirm that. 14

Q.   [10:45:24] I'm going to show you a video footage of the arrival on the main road,15

the axis, and I'm going to ask you if you witnessed similar scenes when you --16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:44] I assume we have seen this already?17

MS DIMITRI:  [10:45:48] I think so, yes.  I was just trying to verify for the public -- 18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:52] It doesn't matter.  But if it is the one I19

have in mind, it is quite lengthy, or not? 20

MS DIMITRI:  [10:45:57] I'm showing 15 seconds.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:00] Oh, well, that is not quite lengthy.  Yeah,22

please.23

MS DIMITRI:  [10:46:07](Interpretation) 24

Q.   [10:46:07] I'm going to show you a few seconds, Madam, and I'm going to ask25
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you if you witnessed similar scenes when you were making progress on the axis.1

It's 38 tab, Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2094-7618.  So we're going to see from 15:20 to2

15:35.3

Before we start, can you confirm that you can -- you have this in front of you. 4

A.   [10:46:52] Yes, I do.5

(Viewing of the video excerpt)6

MS DIMITRI:  [10:47:13](Interpretation) 7

Q.   [10:47:14] I think -- I see you smiling.  I think you recognised Habib Beina.  8

Now, have you witnessed similar scenes as you made progress, as you made9

headway?10

A.   [10:47:26] Yes, I have. 11

Q.   [10:47:28] Thank you.  Now, Madam, I'm going to move on to another subject,12

but we have to be careful, both of us, because I'm going to talk about the arrival in13

Sekia.14

So am I -- have I understood you well that the first place where you went when you15

left Yamwara permanently was Sekia?16

A.   [10:48:12] Yes, I confirm.17

Q.   [10:48:20] You testified last Thursday that the main base was in Sekia and that18

the group set up base behind a church.  So do I understand, Madam, that the -- most19

of the elements were billeted at Sekia?20

A.   [10:48:38] Yes. 21

Q.   [10:48:44] You spoke about the Sekia checkpoints during your testimony.  Now,22

when you met the OTP investigators, you were asked what was the objective of23

the checkpoint set up in Sekia.  You said it was for security reasons.  Do you24

confirm that?25
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A.   [10:49:05] Yes, I do. 1 

Q.   [10:49:19] I'm going to now read an extract of -- because you actually gave a lot2

of details to the OTP investigators on the objective of the -- the checkpoints.  I'm3

going to read it, and I'm going to ask you to bear it out.  4

(Speaks English) And for my learned friend, it's CAR-OTP-2072-0822, page 0833.5

(Interpretation) So the investigator asks you:  "So you're saying that the objective6

was security.  Can you explain what the soldiers were doing who were7

positioned -- who were stationed there."8

You said:  "Since the Balaka were there and everyone who was travelling on the road9

wanted to know information, wanted to have information to avoid being harmed,10

perhaps there is an enemy who could come and hurt us, without us even realising. 11

So this was why -- this is why we beefed up security by setting up these two12

checkpoints and also for surveillance.  Can you explain, what was the exact nature of13

the task of the elements on the checkpoints?"14

You say:  "It's just to make sure that who's coming in and who's going out."15

And you were asked:  "How do you do that?"16

And you say:  "They would verify everything.  They would check everything by17

asking questions.  'How are you?  Are you in the zone?'  Et cetera, et cetera.  'If18

you have a car, do you have ID on you?'  Et cetera.  Just to see your car and if you're19

part of the people plundering."20

And in the end, you say that it's just to secure the people who are at the base there. 21

Do you confirm this? 22

A.   [10:51:51] Yes, I confirm what I said. 23

Q.   [10:52:08] Now, I really would like to identify the position of the checkpoint. 24

I'm going to show you another sketch.  Now, this is in tab 91, Prosecution binder,25
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CAR-OTP-2066-1460.1

(Speaks English) And it's not broadcasted to the public, right?  2

Thank you.3

(Interpretation) Madam, the sketch you can see on the screen, are they -- do they4

represent the checkpoints in Sekia? 5

A.   [10:53:12] Yes. 6

Q.   [10:53:16] Thank you.7

Madam, you said, and I'm quoting you:  "This is why we beefed up security, by8

putting these two checkpoints."9

So do I understand that the -- that Yekatom's elements set a base at the place where10

there is a toll with gendarmes over and above the two checkpoints?  So it means that11

they're coming -- they're basically beefing up the security in addition to the -- to12

a tollbooth where there are gendarmes and staff from the air and forest department. 13

A.   [10:54:22] Yes, there are two -- there are two checkpoints at the church, and14

there's also the tollbooth and our elements.15

Q.   [10:54:37] During your testimony last Thursday, you said that, "I can tell you16

that this is a checkpoint that is controlled by the state.  So normally the Sekia17

checkpoint is where we have to make a payment." 18

A.   [10:54:53] Yes, this is a position where the staff from the forest department come. 19

And at that point of time, there was no one but us.  And we had taken over. 20

Q.   [10:55:11] So when you say that there was no one at that point of time, so21

the -- the homeland security forces were not there to -- to do their work in that area, to22

carry out checks.  Do I understand you well?23

A.   [10:55:30] Yes, that's it. 24

Q.   [10:55:37] Am I right in saying ...25
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I'm sorry, I'm just going to reread your answer.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:27] Well, it's quite clear, I think, the answer.2

MS DIMITRI:  [10:56:30] Yes, I was just --3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:34] Well, one answer is "oui".  That is clear. 4

But the answer before is a little bit longer, but however.5

MS DIMITRI:  [10:56:39] No, it's -- I'm sorry, I thought I heard something, and I was6

looking for it in the transcript -- 7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:45] I don't think so.8

MS DIMITRI:  [10:56:45] -- I got caught in my thoughts. 9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:47] Yes. 10

Q.   [10:56:50](Interpretation) Madam, am I right in saying that at some point of time,11

to the best of your knowledge, Mr Yekatom came -- made civil servants from the air12

and forest department come to the checkpoint in Sekia?13

A.   [10:57:17] At some point of time, it's Mr Yekatom who did his best so that14

people could resume their duties from PK9 to Sekia, on that road. 15

Q.   [10:57:37] Madam, what do you mean by this?  Could you be a bit more explicit16

when you say that he's done -- he did everything for people to resume their duties. 17

A.   [10:57:46] * It means that he is the one who called upon these people to get back18

to duty, but in collaboration with his elements.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:13] Mr Scaliotti.20

MR SCALIOTTI:  [10:58:14] Mr President, could we ask the witness what is the basis21

of knowledge for this assertion that she just made.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:22] Yeah. 23

You have heard the question by Mr Prosecutor.24

MS DIMITRI:  [10:58:25] Mr President, we're -- and I'm sorry.  We're in open 25
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session.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:30] Then we go shortly back to private2

session, indeed, I agree.  3

And you have heard the answer.  You can answer then, Witness.4

(Private session at 10.58 a.m.)5

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:58:50] We are in private session, Mr President.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:58:52] So how do you come to know that,7

Witness, please?  Perhaps you can tell us.8

THE WITNESS:  [10:59:08](Interpretation) I tell you what I know.  It's Mr Yekatom9

who called upon the people and asked them to resume their duties so that they can10

work at the checkpoints, but he did this by -- in hand and hand with his soldiers.  So11

that people from the state were there, but people from Mr Yekatom's side were also12

along with them.13

Now, to give you more details on how that happened, I don't know.  I've14

got -- I don't have a very good memory for that.  But what I know is he is the one15

who called upon them to resume their duties.  This is the truth, and I'm telling you16

the truth.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:57] Yeah, okay.  Then we have the break18

until 11.30.19

THE COURT USHER:  [11:00:01] All rise.20

(Recess taken at 11.00 a.m.) 21

(Upon resuming in private session at 11.31 a.m.)22

THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:11] All rise.23

Please be seated.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:25] We are in private session.25
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Ms Dimitri, please move on.1

MS DIMITRI:  [11:31:30] Thank you, Mr President. 2

Q.   [11:31:35](Interpretation) Good morning, once again.3

A.   [11:31:40] Good morning. 4

Q.   [11:31:42] We're still in private session. I'd like us to return to the topic of5

(Redacted), and I do have an additional question for you. I don't want to make you feel 6

uncomfortable, but I just need a certain reply for the record.7

Am I correct that -- in saying that (Redacted)8

(Redacted)9

A.   [11:32:09] Yes. 10

Q.   [11:32:13] Thank you.11

I'd like to hark back to one particular incident that you mentioned in your testimony12

regarding (Redacted).  Just to give you some background - and this is my next13

topic - (Redacted), okay.14

I would just like to ask you for additional information in relation to what you said to15

the OTP investigators.  If you could please confirm.  I understood that this was16

a soldier who had joined the Seleka.  And you were a bit more specific in your17

interview with the OTP investigators, and you said that this person, according to18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted)  Have I correctly understood?20

A.   [11:33:14] Yes.21

Q.   [11:33:15] Thank you.22

That was my only question about that particular topic.  I'll now change to another23

subject.  And now I would like to talk about the DDR.  This will be the topic of my24

next few questions.25
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I understand that you were (Redacted)1

(Redacted).  I'd like to clarify one thing you said.  You said that some chiefs brought2

(Redacted).  That's what 3

you said on Thursday.  And you said that there were (Redacted) in there.  4

Let me say what I've understood, and you can tell me if I've got it right or not.  I5

understood that the (Redacted).  That is to say, (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

(Redacted).  Have I 8

understood correctly, Ma'am?9

A.   [11:34:50] Yes. 10

Q.   [11:35:00] If I've understood correctly as well, some elements would (Redacted)11

(Redacted)12

(Redacted); is that correct?13

A.   [11:35:18] Ma'am, I think -- I didn't say elements in my testimony.  I think I said14

chiefs. 15

Q.   [11:35:26] So -- I'm sorry, I was going too fast.  16

So (Redacted), but, rather, (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

(Redacted), correct?20

A.   [11:36:02] Yes.21

Q.   [11:36:07] And, Ma'am, (Redacted)22

(Redacted) road? 23

A.   [11:36:22] Yes. 24

Q.   [11:36:30] And, Ma'am, I'll ask you to call upon your memory.  Do you25
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remember whether it was before or after the (Redacted)1

A.   [11:36:51] I don't remember. 2

Q.   [11:36:53] That's not a problem, Ma'am.  Not to worry.3

Now, (Redacted) you mentioned during your testimony, I think (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted).  Could you explain to me, Ma'am, how did you know that 6

(Redacted)7

And, Ma'am, I'm not doubting what you've said.  I just want to get a little bit more8

information about the circumstances. 9

A.   [11:38:02] (Redacted) his home. 10

Q.   [11:38:15] Just so that I can visualise this in my mind, (Redacted)11

(Redacted) to give him 12

the list; is that correct? 13

A.   [11:38:36] Yes. 14

Q.   [11:38:49] I'd like us to have a look at one of the lists that the OTP investigators15

showed you in 2020.16

This is Defence tab 101, *CAR-OTP-2039-0063.17

I beg your pardon, Ma'am.  I just want to make sure that I have the correct list.  Is it18

up on the screen?19

Ma'am, I'd just like to ask for confirmation.  I'd like to confirm what you said. 20

When the investigators showed you this list -- well, you were shown more than one,21

and I'll show them to you one by one.  You said -- and just to allow my learned22

friend to understand, 22-6684, 68 -- you said: 23

(Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

Can you confirm that?6

A.   [11:41:42] Just this list, Ma'am, or there are other lists? 7

Q.   [11:41:45] No.  There are other lists.  8

But, first, could you confirm what you said, what I just read out to you, when you9

were talking to the OTP investigators.  And then if you could look at the following10

pages, because there are some names, names of family members, for example, sisters11

of Mr Yekatom.  Let's go slowly.  One thing at a time.  12

First of all, can you confirm that that is what you said in 2020 about the lists when you13

were questioned by the OTP investigators?14

A.   [11:42:20] Yes, I can confirm that. 15

Q.   [11:42:22] Thank you, Ma'am.16

I'd like to draw your attention to 104.17

If the court usher could move to page 0066.18

And we'll take a few names here and use them as examples.19

Can you see 104, Chantal Saragba.20

And you'll also see 121, Carine Saragba.  21

Do you see those names? 22

A.   [11:43:17] Yes.  But do you mind if I scroll up and down the list? 23

Q.   [11:43:22] Sure, no problem.  But first a question.  Am I correct that these are24

two examples, Chantal and Carine Saragba, these are the sisters of Mr Yekatom and25
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they never were part of the movement, but they were added.  I understand that1

(Redacted) list here on the screen, but they were added for 2

the same reasons.  Namely, they were family members of Mr Yekatom, and he3

wanted them to benefit from -- and not from the DDR, because this is a list of soldiers,4

and I understand that the principle was different.  Namely, for the list of soldiers,5

people wanted to -- wanted -- people wanted to get a higher rank.  6

What I put to you is this:  These two sisters of Mr Yekatom were never part of7

the movement, but, so that they could benefit from a higher rank, their names are to8

be found on the list of soldiers.  That's my first question. 9

A.   [11:44:26] Yes, that's right. 10

Q.   [11:44:31] Thank you, Ma'am.11

I'll let you scroll up and down the list, and then we'll be looking at another list12

together. 13

A.   [11:45:21] I finished. 14

Q.   [11:45:24] Thank you, Ma'am. 15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:45:24] Mr Scaliotti. 16

MR SCALIOTTI:  [11:45:27] Thank you, Mr President.  17

Regarding this list, while the Defence counsel is putting questions, can we know18

when and by whom this list was done.19

MS DIMITRI:  [11:45:40] Can we put the question back to the Prosecution, because he20

introduced this list in the first place.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:45:45] Yeah.  Perhaps we can do the exercise22

together with the witness.  We have a witness here.23

Do you have -- do you have -- have any knowledge when this list might have been24

produced?25
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THE WITNESS:  [11:46:22](Interpretation) I don't remember.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:46:23] Mr Scaliotti, do you have any knowledge2

when this paper might have been produced?  Or anybody from your team.3

Mr Vanderpuye, actually, I wanted to -- 4

MR VANDERPUYE:  [11:46:40] I believe we've had testimony that the list was5

prepared in 2016, and it's signed by Mr Yekatom.  And I believe we had one witness6

who described the circumstances about that, but perhaps the witness can answer that7

as well.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:46:54] Well, let me put it this way:  I have9

also -- Mr Vanderpuye, I have also something in mind like that.10

Witness, when you hear that, 2016, could that be right?  But you can also say,11

"I don't -- I simply don't recall."12

THE WITNESS:  [11:47:22](Interpretation) Your Honour, what I know is that13

(Redacted), not in 2016.  In 2016, I was already ... 14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:39] Ms Dimitri. 15

MS DIMITRI:  [11:47:41] Mr President, just to complete what Mr Vanderpuye said -- 16

THE WITNESS:  [11:47:43](Interpretation) I was already -- I was -- 17

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:47:44] Overlapping.18

MS DIMITRI:  [11:47:46] -- and in fairness to the witness, my understanding is that19

(Redacted).  The list you have here in front of your screen 20

was -- we had the testimony, if my memory serves me well, it's P-1193 who indeed21

indicated that this was given to him in 2016 when the DDR had -- when they had22

embarked in the DDR.  That's my recollection.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:48:18] So that is not the list that the witness has. 24

This was, I think, the common understanding here, yeah.25
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MS DIMITRI:  [11:48:30](Interpretation) 1 

Q.   [11:48:30] Thank you, Ma'am.  We're going to take the list off the screen now.2

The Prosecution showed you another list.  What I've understood, Ma'am, and correct3

me if I'm wrong, (Redacted), and both the list that I showed you 4

and the list that the Prosecution showed you, which I'm going to put up, that's not5

the list that (Redacted).6

Now, I'd like us to go back to the list that the Prosecution showed.  Tab 63,7

CAR-OTP-2094-3642.  CAR-OTP-2094-3642.8

If we could first turn to a particular page, just so it's crystal clear.  Page 3644.9

And here, done here at Pissa on 15 March 2018. 10

What I understood from your testimony, I realise, yes, (Redacted)11

(Redacted), because we were very specific about that.  12

You even said that (Redacted).  That was 13

in 2014.  14

You (Redacted), but15

what I don't understand is that (Redacted)16

Am I correct, Ma'am?17

A.   [11:50:51] Yes.  (Redacted)18

(Redacted)19

Q.   [11:51:17] So (Redacted)20

A.   [11:51:22] Yes.21

Q.   [11:51:23] Thank you, Ma'am.  22

Because the Prosecutor showed you the list up on the screen, so I have to put some23

questions to you, even though I realise that you didn't enter the data.24

Now, if we go back to the first page, 3642, you recognised Rodrigue Momokama,25
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number 6.  Am I correct that Rodrigue Momokama, to your knowledge, was not1

a lieutenant?  He did not reach that rank. 2

A.   [11:52:07] No. 3

Q.   [11:52:11] "No" I'm right, or "no" he never reached that rank?4

A.   [11:52:16] No, he never reached that rank.5

Q.   [11:52:19] Thank you, Ma'am.6

Could you confirm to me that number 3 - well, if you know - Privat Koyagbia, to your7

knowledge, was not part of Mr Yekatom's group. 8

A.   [11:52:42] I don't remember.9

Q.   [11:52:43] At first glance, this name doesn't ring a bell, is that what you're10

saying?11

A.   [11:52:49] I don't know. 12

Q.   [11:53:00] If we could go to page 3643.13

Ma'am, I'd like to draw your attention to number 63 on this list and the number -- also14

number 84.  Do we agree that, once again, Chantale Saragba and Carine Saragba are15

the sisters of Mr Yekatom and never were part of the movement?16

A.   [11:53:37] Yes.  17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:40] I just have a correction for the transcript. 18

Defence tab 101 was CAR-OTP-2039-0063.19

MS DIMITRI:  [11:53:59] Thank you, Mr President. 20

Q.   [11:54:00] Number 64, please, if we could scroll down slightly.21

Boris Beina, do we agree that, to your knowledge, he was not part of the movement? 22

(Redacted)23

A.   [11:54:24] And Aristide.24

Q.   [11:54:25] And Aristide, exactly.25
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But you didn’t know Aristide in the movement, did you?1

A.   [11:54:31] No idea.2

Q.   [11:54:40] At page 3644 - these are a few examples that I'm giving you,3

Ma'am - Mbaye Arnold, am I correct in saying that this name does not ring a bell?4

A.   [11:55:06] Which number, please? 5

Q.   [11:55:07] I'm sorry, 96.  Number 96. 6

A.   [11:55:17] No. 7

Q.   [11:55:21] 97, Donatien Ipongo, am I correct in saying that this name does not8

ring a bell?9

A.   [11:55:32] No.10

Q.   [11:55:36] 98, Jean Gandje - I'm not sure if I'm pronouncing it correctly - does11

this name ring a bell?12

A.   [11:55:47] No.13

Q. [11:55:47] If we could go back to the first page, I'd like to draw your attention to14

number 21. I think you know this person, Vianney Guenewi. Am I correct in15

saying that he was not a lieutenant?16

A. [11:56:32] Ma'am -- well, we knew each other by our alias -- aliases. And I knew17

someone -- he was called (Redacted) and at the time he was a master18

corporal.19

Q.   [11:56:47] You have an excellent memory.  That's the person.  That's why I'm20

asking you.  21

So this Vianney was not a lieutenant.  He was a master corporal.22

A.   [11:57:06] Correct.23

Q.   [11:57:10] Gaël Guederan, does that ring a bell, number 33?24

A.   [11:57:19] No. 25
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Q.   [11:57:21] Last question, Ma'am, about this document.  1

If we could go up to the top of the page.  2

I have another document.  I don't necessarily need to show it to you, unless you3

insist.  This is 105, tab 105, *CAR-D29-0001-0142.  And I'd like to keep the current4

document up on the screen.5

From 2011 to 2016, Mr Yekatom was master corporal, but on 2 February 2016, he was6

demoted.  He became -- well, rather, he became a member of parliament and he left7

the armed forces.  Contrary to what we see up on this screen, Mr Yekatom,8

the person, was never a sergeant. 9

A.   [11:58:28] I don't know. 10

Q.   [11:58:28] Thank you, Ma'am. 11

I'm sorry.  I seem to remember that - tell me if I'm mistaken or not - in 2015,12

private -- in 2015, (Redacted) Facebook exchange with Aristide Beina who confirmed13

that Mr Yekatom in 2015 was still a master corporal. 14

A.   [12:00:19] I don't know.  If you have proof of that, could you show it to me,15

please. 16

Q.   [12:00:31] I'll come back to it because we're looking for it.  17

My question is rather simple and straightforward.  You've never heard that18

Mr Yekatom became a sergeant? 19

A.   [12:00:42] No, I never heard that. 20

Q.   [12:00:45] Thank you so much.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:47] I have here a tab correction.  Tab 105,22

CAR-D29-0001-0142.  There was just one "0" missing.  It was very close but not23

completely. 24

MS DIMITRI:  [12:01:03] Thank you. 25
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Q.   [12:01:10](Interpretation) Madam, I'm going to move on to a new topic now.  I1

would like to talk -- I know this is a rather sensitive topic that's impacted you.  I've2

got a few questions, and then we move on from there.  It's the death of Seda.  If you3

need a break, please do let me know. 4

A.   [12:01:33] Yes, I will.5

Q.   [12:01:35] I need certain clarifications in light of the testimony we heard.  Have6

I understood you well that on that day, no one died on the spot.  The two7

individuals who died, they died subsequently in the hospital. 8

A.   [12:01:59] Yes, they died in hospital. 9

Q.   [12:02:04] You also said that one of the two persons who died, you did not10

remember the name.  I'm going to try and jolt your memory.  Am I right in saying11

that his name was Fadal?12

A.   [12:02:24] Yes. 13

Q. [12:02:31] And do we agree that on that day there were now three deaths? Two14

people died, as you explained, and they died in the hospital. And the third was15

Dawili, who sustained injuries in his leg but he survived. Am I right?16

A.   [12:02:59] I don't know. (Redacted)17

Q.   [12:03:02] So you never heard that Dawili also was injured on that day; is that18

what I gather?19

A.   [12:03:10] That is not what I heard. 20

Q.   [12:03:13] Okay.  21

Madam, do you confirm that this event took place in PK9?22

A.   [12:03:25] Yes, I do. 23

Q.   [12:03:31] And, according to what was told to you, you confirm that when24

we -- when you were told when Mr Yekatom shot Seda and Fadal, at no point in time25
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Mr Yekatom came on site in a boat and he was firing from the boat; is it true?1

A.   [12:04:04] I was not told all the details. 2

Q.   [12:04:07] That was the only question on the incident, Madam.  I'm going to3

move on to another subject.4

During your testimony, Madam, you spoke about Fiacre Mballo.  I would now like5

to do an exercise with you.  I understand that you knew him well, and I would like6

to show you a photo.  And we're going to do the same thing as we did yesterday. 7

You have to confirm that the photo you see is not that of Mr Fiacre Mballo.  8

117, tab 117, Defence folder, CAR-OTP-2136-0237.9

Madam, would you like to have a short break?10

A.   [12:05:10] Yes.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:05:14] A couple of minutes, and -- yeah.12

(The witness exits the courtroom) 13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:05:28] How to proceed?  Do we have a -- let's14

have -- well, let's -- we go to the deliberation room. 15

And perhaps, court officer, please let us know when the witness feels well enough to16

continue.  Perhaps we do it this way.  Yeah.17

THE COURT USHER:  [12:05:45] All rise.18

(Recess taken at 12.05 p.m.) 19

(Upon resuming in private session at 12.19 p.m.)20

THE COURT USHER:  [12:19:45] All rise.21

Please be seated.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:20:08] I think we are in private session.  Yeah. 23

So, Madam Witness, I understand that you took your time and that you are feeling24

a little bit better.  Is this -- is my impression correct? 25
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THE WITNESS:  [12:20:32](Interpretation) Yes, I feel better.1

MS DIMITRI:  [12:20:34] Thank you, Mr President. 2

Q.   [12:20:38](Interpretation) I apologise, Madam.  We're going to completely3

change the subject.4

So during your testimony -- yes, we are in private session.  During your testimony,5

you said that you knew Fiacre Mballo rather well, I think, and I'd like to make -- I'd6

like to do an exercise with you.  I'm going to show you a map, the photo, and I'm7

going to ask you to confirm that this is not Fiacre Mballo.8

So this is in tab 117 of the Defence binder.  It's CAR-OTP-2136-0237. 9

Madam, if you wish, we can zoom in and enlarge the photo. 10

A.   [12:21:49] No, that is not him. 11

Q.   [12:21:53] Thank you so much.  12

I'm going to do the opposite now.  I'm going to show you an I-card with a photo, but13

it's not his name on the photo. * It's in tab 118 of the Defence binder,14

CAR-OTP-0236-0241. 15

A.   [12:22:44] That's his photo, but the name is not his. 16

Q.   [12:22:51] That's right.  Thank you so much. 17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:22:54] Does the -- if I may ask, if you know. 18

When we see the number, the ID numbers on the -- 0237, if we see "14" at the end, and19

0241, "16", is this the year of the issuance?  No?20

MS DIMITRI:  [12:23:17] I would love to have the answer to that question.21

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:23:20] No, no, no, it doesn't look like, because22

it's -- actually, it doesn't look like a date, but simply if you had known, or if23

Mr Vanderpuye has any information on that.  24

Any explanation why we have these Anti-Balaka card?  Especially the one -- the one25
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with the right guy and the wrong name, especially that one.  The other one I might1

have an idea, but --2

MS DIMITRI:  [12:23:47] Could -- may I respectfully ask you to ask Mr Vanderpuye3

that question, because I don't have the answer.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:23:54] Yeah. 5

But, Mr Vanderpuye, can you assist us in that regard?6

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:24:00] I can assist in terms of the provenance of this7

information, but I don't want to do that in the presence of the witness, or at least that8

she can hear, because I think that might influence her -- her evidence.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:24:15] Madam Witness, could you for a second10

perhaps -- but she hears it anyway if we --11

MS DIMITRI:  [12:24:22] Mr President, if I could assist and direct you, maybe it will12

shed some light, on our filing 1415.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:24:31] Okay.  And when we speak -- when we14

speak English, I think the witness will not understand it. 15

But, please -- Witness, can you please take off, for a second -- yeah, thank you very16

much.17

So first Mr Vanderpuye and then -- then Ms Dimitri.18

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:24:48] Mr President, you may be aware that this was19

among a group of identification cards that were recently acquired during a seizure20

operation which occurred I think in March, or so, of this year, and they were21

recovered from the possession of a suspect that is related to this -- this case and22

the events at issue.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:25:10] Okay.  Thank you.24

Ms Dimitri.25
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MS DIMITRI:  [12:25:14] Thank you, Mr President. 1

The only thing I can add is that they are highly contested, in addition to the fact you2

will recall that in our filing 1415, we also made a number of submissions in relation to3

the high irregularity of the search and seizure, and the fact that the cards did not4

appear.5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:25:35] Yeah.  So we don't discuss any6

regularities or irregularities because we don't, at the moment, at the bench, we don't7

have neither the time nor the information, the complete information.8

So my gesture seems to work.  Madam Witness is back.  So please continue.9

MS DIMITRI:  [12:25:54] Thank you, Mr President. 10

Q.   [12:25:58](Interpretation) I apologise.  There are certain legal arguments on11

submissions, so please don't be offended.12

I've actually lost track of my questions.13

Madam, do you remember that during your interview -- between the two interviews14

with the OTP, you downloaded certain photos and you put down names. 15

The Prosecutor showed you some during the examination, and you omitted one.  I16

would like to show it to you, and please confirm that you're the one who downloaded17

that photo and you are the one who put the name "Fleury Tipka" on that photo.  18

So this is in tab 78 of the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2125-0745.19

Two things, Madam:  It is true that you are the one who provided this photo to20

the Prosecution, and it is also true that it's Fleury Tipka that we see on the left of21

the photo, as you say. 22

A.   [12:27:57] Yes.23

MS DIMITRI:  [12:27:57] May I have just one moment, Mr President.24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:28:00] Of course.25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 49/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 49/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 50

MS DIMITRI:  [12:28:01] Thank you.1

And we can remove the picture from the ...2

(Counsel confer) 3

MS DIMITRI:  [12:28:12](Interpretation) 4

Q.   [12:28:13] Madam, I would now like us to come back to tab 117 of the Defence5

binder.  So it's CAR-OTP-2136-0237. 6

Do you agree with me -- I understand that this is not Fiacre Mballo, but do you agree7

with me that it is Fleury Tipka?8

A.   [12:28:49] Yes, it is. 9

Q.   [12:28:52] Thank you.  I'm now going to change the subject.10

I would now like to talk about Pissa. 11

Am I right in saying that, to the best of your knowledge, there were no clashes in12

Pissa? 13

I think I'm going to quote what you said to the investigators in 2020.  You said that,14

"We took control of Pissa without weapons."  So does that mean that there were no15

clashes in Pissa? 16

A.   [12:29:35] Yes. 17

Q.   [12:29:40] When you reached Pissa, you specified during18

the investigation -- during your meeting with the investigators that Alfred Rambhot19

Yekatom called upon the gendarmes so that they took -- they resumed their positions;20

is that true?  And you also explained that he worked alongside his soldiers to do21

that. 22

A.   [12:30:07] Yes. 23

Q.   [12:30:29] Did I understand correctly, Ma'am, because you have explained to24

the Prosecution and confirmed that when you got to Pissa, Rambo stopped and he25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 50/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 50/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 51

called upon those who were part of the Pissa brigade.  He called upon them to return1

to their posts, working with the elements.  That's what I've understood.  2

So am I correct in saying as well that, when you got there, the gendarmes were no3

longer at their positions, they weren't there, and it was Mr Yekatom who saw to it that4

they returned to their positions?  Have I understood correctly, Ma'am?5

A.   [12:31:28] Once we got there, no, we just saw our elements. 6

Q.   [12:31:36] So the gendarmes were not at position there?7

A.   [12:31:42] Yes, that's right. 8

Q.   [12:31:45] So it was after you arrived that he, as you said, launched the call so9

that the gendarmes from the brigade would return to their positions and work in10

cooperation with the elements?11

A.   [12:32:06] Yes. 12

Q.   [12:32:08] Thank you, Ma'am.13

Do you remember -- Ma'am, if you know, if you saw, do you remember if14

Mr Yekatom went and looked for gendarmes in the bush who had fled out of fear of15

the Seleka? 16

A.   [12:32:32] No idea. 17

Q.   [12:32:43] You told the OTP investigators in 2017, when speaking about Pissa,18

you said that (Redacted)19

(Redacted), and those people, you were talking 20

about the people in Pissa, that it was managed there in Pissa.  Have I understood21

you correctly, Ma'am? 22

A.   [12:33:15] * Yes, because Pissa is very far away.  (Redacted)23

and around.… Kapou, there was a small roadblock there as well.  But to go all the24

way to Pissa, that's quite a distance.  (Redacted)25
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Q.   [12:33:45] Thank you, Ma'am.1

Am I correct that, when you got to Pissa, you did not come up against any Muslims? 2

They had already fled. 3

A.   [12:33:58] There were no Muslims. 4

Q.   [12:34:04] I'd like to switch to another topic and talk about (Redacted)5

You said during your testimony last Friday that (Redacted).  And 6

this was at 14:20 on Friday.  You said -- now, in your statement, when you met7

the OTP investigators, you were a bit more specific.  Could you confirm what you8

said.  9

You said that when (Redacted) some Anti-Balaka members who 10

already were there.  Could you confirm that?11

A.   [12:35:01] I can be much more explicit about this particular point.  (Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

(Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:35:49] Correction:  Defence tab 118 should read19

CAR-OTP-2136-0241. 20

MS DIMITRI:  [12:36:15](Interpretation) 21

Q.   [12:36:16] Well, I'm going to tell you what I think.  And was that correct?22

A.   [12:36:22] Yes, correct. 23

Q.   [12:36:25] (Redacted), and already you -- there were some local people, 24

sons of the village.  If I've understood you correctly, they set up a self-defence group25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 52/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 52/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 53

to ensure the safety of that location, (Redacted).  And when (Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)  Is that what you're telling us?  Is that what happened?4

A.   [12:37:23] So that they be part of our group, yes.5

Q.   [12:37:33] So this group existed before (Redacted).  It was a self-defence 6

group that had set up operations in (Redacted)7

(Redacted).  Have I understood correctly?8

A.   [12:37:47] Yes.9

MS DIMITRI:  [12:38:02] Mr President, I keep getting messages from my team asking10

me if I could go into public session.  I mean, I'm -- I'm -- I'm debating because I think11

she's -- she's -- it's like a limited number of people in the (Redacted) moving around12

with her to (Redacted) to --13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:21] Yeah, of course, of course, it's indeed the14

case, and I think -- well -- and I think also the witness will feel more comfortable if we15

stay in private session.  So it doesn't matter.  Please continue.16

MS DIMITRI:  [12:38:35] Thank you.17

Q.   [12:38:37](Interpretation) Ma'am, to your knowledge, if you know, was there18

a group of Seleka at (Redacted)?19

A.   [12:38:49] I don't know. 20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:38:57] Mr Scaliotti. 21

MR SCALIOTTI:  [12:38:58] Thank you, Mr President.  22

Just one clarification, if it's possible, from the witness.  She said, "In (Redacted)23

(Redacted)."  Is it something that she noticed, or all the people that were 24

with her noticed?  Did they talk about that?  Was it something that everyone, they25
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noticed, or was it simply a perception that the witness had?1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:39:24] Well, yeah, you have heard it,2

Madam Witness.  When you spoke about this group when you came to (Redacted)3

was this your impression, or was there talk about it amongst your group, or did you4

talk also with the -- the people that were there already?  Can you perhaps elaborate5

a little bit. 6

THE WITNESS:  [12:39:56](Interpretation) Your Honour, (Redacted)7

And that's what I saw.  That's what I am telling you, what I saw.8

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:40:05] That's quite clear, actually.9

MS DIMITRI:  [12:40:08] It is.  Thank you.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:40:09] And it's -- well, in line with11

the comportment and the -- let's say, the mode of answering of this witness.12

MS DIMITRI:  [12:40:24](Interpretation) 13

Q.   [12:40:25] Ma'am, when you got to (Redacted) and you (Redacted) this14

self-defence group, these local people - I'm trying to determine what the date was - so15

Djotodia was no longer in power?16

A.   [12:40:48] No, he was no longer in power. 17

Q.   [12:40:51] Thank you, Ma'am.18

Am I correct in saying, Ma'am, that you didn't meet any Muslims in (Redacted), that19

they had already fled?20

A.   [12:41:09] Yes, there were no Muslims. 21

Q.   [12:41:24] I'd like to switch to another topic again, Ma'am.  I'd like to talk about22

(Redacted)23

Am I correct in saying that (Redacted)24

(Redacted)25
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A.   [12:41:59] I don't remember, but I do know that we -- it was when we went to1

(Redacted)2

Q.   [12:42:15] Is it correct that (Redacted), well, you were with -- that 3

you were with Mr Yekatom?4

A.   [12:42:24] Yes.5

Q.   [12:42:28] And (Redacted), is it correct that you did not see any 6

Muslims?  They had already fled. 7

A.   [12:42:42] There were no Muslims. 8

Q.   [12:42:57] Ma'am, do you remember -- now, (Redacted), did 9

Mr Yekatom speak to the people and asked them to stop the violence? 10

A.   [12:43:15] Well, (Redacted).  That's where we went 11

to see a person who was there, and it was then -- at that time -- to be very -- (Redacted)12

(Redacted) And (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

(Redacted).  But to say that we were in that general area, 15

no, I don't think so. 16

Q.   [12:44:10] So you don't remember.  It was a very small place, close to this 17

(Redacted), and it wasn't a town, but there was -- but some 18

people did live close to this company and you don't remember.  Maybe you left for19

a few minutes.  Maybe -- did he speak to the local people and call upon them to stop20

the violence? 21

A.   [12:44:44] I don't remember. 22

Q.   [12:44:47] Not to worry, Ma'am.  I'll move on to something else.  And I'd like23

us to talk about (Redacted)24

You talked about this place during your testimony.  I've read over what you said to25
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the OTP investigators in 2017, and I'll read out to you what you said and I'll ask you 1

to confirm. You told the investigators from the OTP in 2017 that (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

Can you confirm that you said that?6

A.   [12:46:11] Could I see the reference? 7

Q.   [12:46:15] Absolutely, Ma'am.  Absolutely.8

It's at tab 57 of the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2072-1068.  And this is at page 1072 and9

1073, tab 57, CAR-OTP-2072-1068.10

If we could look at lines 121 and lines 122.11

Can you see this, Ma'am?  Line 121. 12

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:47:37] Sight translation:  "What he had told us is that13

there were clashes and that there were Muslims in the location ..." 14

MS DIMITRI:  (Interpretation) 15

Q.   [12:47:46] Then there's another spot where you talk about (Redacted)16

(Speaks English) I'm sorry, I'm remembering what Marisela told me.17

Could we go to page 1073.  18

I apologise to the interpreters that I'm switching from French to English.19

Could we zoom in.  No, go up, please.  Yes, that's part of it.  I'm sorry, could we go20

to the previous page so she could see line 141.  Yes.21

(Interpretation) Do you see that, Ma'am?22

At 141, you were talking about (Redacted), and you said this: "But he had said that23

(Redacted)" next page, "(Redacted), in24

particular."25
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Can 1 you confirm that?1

A. [12:48:57] I confirm that.2

Q.   [12:48:58] Thank you.  3

This can be taken off the screen now.4

You also told the OTP investigators that (Redacted) said to Mr Yekatom, and I quote: 5

"That they still needed more people."  End of quote.6

You said that (Redacted) said that to Mr Yekatom.  Can 7

you confirm that?8

A.   [12:49:40] Yes. 9

Q.   [12:49:43] And then you said Mr Yekatom moved about so that -- and he went to10

get his telephone.  Can you confirm that?  11

You said -- I'll quote actually what you said:  "(Redacted)12

(Redacted)13

A.   [12:50:13] Yes.14

Q.   [12:50:16] You confirm that?15

A.   [12:50:17] Yes. 16

Q.   [12:50:22] Ma'am, you said -- well, I understand that (Redacted) with17

Mr Yekatom.  And you also said during your interview with the OTP investigators18

in 2020, that, and I quote:  "Each person had to buy his own uniform."  We're19

talking about military uniforms.  "They weren't distributed."  That's what you said.  20

Could you confirm, Ma'am, that Mr Yekatom never gave military clothing to people21

in (Redacted); not shirts, not trousers. 22

A.   [12:51:24] I don't know. 23

Q.   [12:51:28] And you agree that this is something you did not see? 24

A.   [12:51:37] I don't know.  Maybe some things happened and I wasn't there. 25
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Myself, I don't know, I didn't see it. 1

Q. [12:51:47] I understand completely, some things might have happened when2

you weren't there. I'm not asking to you interpret.3

My question is this: (Redacted) Mr Yekatom, (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

A.   [12:52:11] No.6

Q.   [12:52:12] Thank you, Ma'am. 7

* Ma'am, a Prosecution witness -- someone from (Redacted), actually, someone living8

there. And I'll help my learned friend, this is Witness P-2419. CAR-OTP-2122-5012. 9

This is a Muslim person who lived in Bimon, and he explained that after Mr Yekatom10

got to Bimon, he kept the Anti-Balaka from going out and killing the Fulata.  He11

mentioned the Fulata who had fled Bimon at the time of the clash. 12

Is this something you know anything about, something you remember?  (Redacted)13

(Redacted)14

A.   [12:53:20] No.15

Q.   [12:53:29] Thank you, Ma'am.16

Once again I'm going to switch to a different topic, and this is a longer topic.  I'd like17

to talk about (Redacted)18

It's important for me that we be very specific about each step of the visit to (Redacted)19

So -- you seem to have a good memory, so I'll try to refresh your memory on certain20

points, certain events, either because you saw them on the video footage on your21

tablet or because you remember or you were present when these events occurred22

when (Redacted)23

Am I correct in saying that when (Redacted), you were greeted by – welcomed24

by the population, like we saw in the previous footage, that they were throwing25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 58/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 58/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 59

flowers, branches and the like?1

A.   [12:54:57] Yes.2

Q.   [12:55:00] During your interview with the OTP investigators, you explained that3

there were (Redacted) because there had been 4

a misunderstanding between the Christians and the Muslims.  Can you confirm5

that?6

A.   [12:55:21] Yes.7

Q.   [12:55:33] Do you remember, Ma'am, whether -- when you got to (Redacted)8

whether there were Christians present with local people, that is, people from that9

place, who were there with machetes or sticks or knives? 10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:55:52] Mr Scaliotti. 11

MR SCALIOTTI:  [12:55:52] Thank you, Mr President.  12

If we can have, again, a clarification from the witness, because the questions are "your13

arrival".  So when -- so what is this "you"?  Who is "you"?  When the witness is14

answering the question, she means she was with whom?  If we can get clarity on that,15

I -- 16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Well, we have -- 17

MR SCALIOTTI:  -- think that would be helpful.  18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:56:13] -- we have always -- well, we19

might -- might do the exercise.  But we have the witness for a couple of days in20

the courtroom, and this is one of the witnesses who clearly distinguishes between21

hearsay, so to speak, and what she personally experienced.  But when you -- when22

you address it for this point, why not.23

So, Madam Witness, you have heard what the Prosecutor has said.  So what you24

were talking about the last couple of minutes, and -- where do you got your25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 59/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 59/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 60

knowledge from?  And if you -- if you know, can you tell us roughly when1

you -- when this happened, when you arrived.  I know dates is a little bit difficult,2

but can you try to roughly explain that to us.3

THE WITNESS:  [12:57:12](Interpretation) We (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:57:21] Yeah.6

Ms Dimitri.7

MS DIMITRI:  [12:57:25](Interpretation) 8

Q.   [12:57:26] Just to make sure that everything is very clear, we'll be talking about9

(Redacted) for a few minutes.  I just want to help my colleague from the Prosecution. 10

(Redacted) with Mr Yekatom at your arrival in (Redacted)11

A.   [12:57:47] Yes.12

Q.   (Overlapping speakers)13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  (Overlapping speakers) 14

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:57:48] Overlapping.15

MR VANDERPUYE:  [12:57:51] Mr President, that's not quite the issue.  The issue16

is -- isn't whether she was there but whether she's speaking for the group, which we17

understand did not arrive simultaneously in (Redacted) So the issue is whether there18

was a group or people from her group already in (Redacted)when she arrived versus19

when somebody else arrived is the issue. 20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:09] I understand.  I understand.  No, I21

understand.  Okay.22

MS DIMITRI:  [12:58:11] I can address it.  That's clear now.  I mean, that I23

understand.   24

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:15] That's -- no, no, no.  25
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Thank you, Mr Vanderpuye, that you have clarified that.  That is indeed -- I think I1

know the answer, but nevertheless -- so let me just -- just do it.2

So, Madam Witness, you have heard.  When you arrived there, were there -- were3

you the first to be there, or were other parts of your group already there?4

THE WITNESS:  [12:58:54](Interpretation) I don't know.  (Redacted)  I don't 5

know what happened before that.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:58:56] Any talks about that?  You know, you7

were in contact with Mr Yekatom and also with -- with others from the group.  Was8

there talk that, you know, that part of the group were already, let's say, in front of you,9

were already there?  Just -- just, if you don't know, like always, say, "I don't know." 10

THE WITNESS:  [12:59:21](Interpretation) I don't know.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:59:23] Ms Dimitri, is this a good time to have12

the break, or do you have, like I always word it, a question that has to be asked before13

the break?14

MS DIMITRI:  [12:59:37] With your leave, two, because my learned friend --15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:59:40] Yeah, yeah, please do that.  Of course.16

MS DIMITRI:  [12:59:42] Thanks. 17

Q.   [12:59:52](Interpretation) Ma'am, I'm not doubting what you said.  I'm just18

trying to refresh your memory.  I know it was a long time ago.  I think that it's19

a matter of determining, when you got to (Redacted), there was no other Anti-Balaka20

group of Mr Yekatom there.  I think that question was put to you by21

the investigators in 2017.  22

They asked you, "The day that you got there for the (Redacted)," and you 23

interrupted the investigator and you said, "No, for the (Redacted) there was no 24

one."25
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And then the investigator said:  "Okay.  So it was later when you went back to1

(Redacted), that is when there were Anti-Balaka members?"  2

And your answer was:  "Au-huh." 3

Does that refresh your memory, namely, that (Redacted) with 4

Mr Yekatom, on your way to the (Redacted), that 5

was the first time that the group got to the (Redacted)6

A.   [13:01:32] Yes, it was the first time. 7

Q.   [13:01:36] Thank you.  8

And the last question before the lunch break, because I was interrupted.  I asked you9

a question, during -- when you arrived in (Redacted), you explained how the population10

welcomed you, but I asked you another question to which I did not get an answer.11

Did you see one or more Christians, local Christians, who were present during your12

arrival and who were equipped with machetes, sticks or knives? 13

A.   [13:02:18] I do not remember. 14

Q.   [13:02:21] Thank you so much.15

Thank you, Mr President.16

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:25] Okay.  Then let's -- lunch break 17

until 2.30.18

THE COURT USHER:  [13:02:26] All rise.19

(Recess taken at 1.02 p.m.) 20

(Upon resuming in private session at 2.32 p.m.)21

THE COURT USHER:  [14:32:23] All rise.22

Please be seated.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:42] I think we are in private session, that's24

correct, and we stay there, Ms Dimitri?25
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MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:54] We could go in public session as long as --1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:59] Public session, yeah.  Yeah.2

(Open session at 2.33 p.m.) 3

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:33:18] We're in open session, Mr President.4

MS DIMITRI:  [14:33:20] Thank you. 5

Q.   [14:33:23] (Interpretation) Madam, good afternoon. 6

A.   [14:33:27] Thank you. 7

Q.   [14:33:28] We're in public session now.  I'm going to talk about Mbaïki.  If one8

of your answers identify you, tell me and then we'll go into private session.  But I'd9

like to try to do at least some portion of it in public or open session.10

Just a clarification, please.11

Is it correct that -- I'm talking about the group, not talking about your role, when you12

arrived in Mbaïki you said to the investigators of the OTP there were conflicts13

between the Christians and the Muslims of that locality.  Can you confirm that? 14

And do you remember if Mr Rambo Yekatom left the same day or the next day after15

the meeting in the church in Mbaïki? 16

A.   [14:34:52] I can't remember. 17

Q.   [14:34:58] No problem, Madam.18

I'm going to show you a photo.  And I'm going to jog your memory and I'd like to19

ask you whether you remember that the individual on the photo, was he part of20

the group in Mbaïki or not.21

It is tab 128 of the Defence binder, CAR-D29-0010-0061.  I'm going to show you two22

photos of the same individual, Madam.  This is the first and then I'll show you23

the second of the same individual, CAR-29-0010-0060.   24

You can see the same individual behind the man wearing a hat.  Do you remember25
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this person, Madam, when your group, when you visited Mbaïki? 1

A.   [14:36:44] I don't know. 2

Q.   [14:36:57] And, Madam, if I say to you that it is Saleh, a member of the family of3

the ambassador Mbanga (phon), does that jog your memory?4

A.   [14:37:30] No.5

MS DIMITRI:  [14:37:31] You can withdraw it from the screen.  6

Q.   [14:37:38] During your interview -- 7

(Speaks English) I'm sorry, Mr President, apparently I skipped a question.  Indeed. 8

Sorry.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:37:57] No problem.10

MS DIMITRI:  [14:38:03](Interpretation) 11

Q.   [14:38:04] I'm sorry, Madam.  I'm a little tired.  12

During your interview with the OTP in 2017, when talking about you moving to13

Mbaïki for (Redacted), you said, and I quote: "Arriving in the middle of 14

the road, he" - and here you're talking about Yekatom Alfred Rambo - "he explained15

to us that we are going (Redacted) in order to have an exchange with our Muslim16

brothers who are over there."17

Can you confirm that? 18

A.   [14:38:41] Yes, I can confirm that. 19

Q.   [14:38:51] Now I'm going to go to the peace message.  When you had20

the interview with the OTP you said Alfred Rambo Yekatom launched a message of21

peace at the end by saying to the Christians that they should make peace?22

A.   [14:39:14] Yes, I can confirm. 23

Q.   [14:39:22] You also said, you were even more specific and said to24

the investigators of the OTP that this was a peace message so that the Christians and 25
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the Muslims be together and there would be no discrimination between them.  That's1

to say that those who are in the refugee camps could go back to their homes.  Can2

you confirm that?3

A.   [14:39:53] Yes. 4

Q.   [14:40:00] And can you also confirm, Madam, that this message was launched in5

particular outside, after (Redacted)-- sorry, after (Redacted)6

(Redacted) 7

A.   [14:40:24] After (Redacted)8

Q.   [14:40:29] So the message was done outside, outside, after the -- the message9

was done after (Redacted), so the message was done outside, can10

 you confirm that?11

A.   [14:40:46] Yes. 12

MS DIMITRI:  [14:41:05] Mr President, I think the next series has to be asked in13

private.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:41:09] We go to private session.15

(Private session at 2.41 p.m.)16

THE COURT OFFICER:  [14:41:23] We are in private session, Mr President.17

MS DIMITRI:  [14:41:27](Interpretation) 18

Q.   [14:41:28] Madam, I'm going to talk of the substance of the message which19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted) I know you said that this was a message of peace. I want to now talk about 21

the substance of -- the content of the message.  22

What was said, what was the content when he said that his aim, "Our aim was to23

chase the Seleka.  We've already chased them".  And he said in particular that he24

has no problems with the Muslims.  And he also said the only people to fight were25
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those who were bearing weapons or arms.  Can you confirm that?1

A.   [14:42:25] I don't recall the speech, but I know that his speech was in favour of2

peace, that's all. 3

Q.   [14:42:42] Madam, (Redacted), at that meeting, do you 4

remember if (Redacted) from the Central African Republic 5

called (Redacted), who was, in (Redacted)6

(Redacted)?  We are in private session. 7

A.   [14:43:11] Yes, I know him. 8

Q.   [14:43:22] I have a written document from the journalist (Redacted) who9

says -- and as a reference for my co-counsel is CAR-OTP-2105-0195, paragraph 30,10

which says that (Redacted), Rambo (Redacted)11

(Redacted).  He said that there was a lot of people 12

outside and at that moment he said publicly that if somebody had killed a civilian13

Muslim, then they would have to have a problem with him.  Rambo wanted to free14

the country of the Selekas coming from other countries, the foreign Selekas.  Do you15

remember that?  Does that correspond to the message of peace you heard? 16

A.   [14:44:32] No idea. 17

Q.   [14:44:41] And, Madam, when (Redacted) with 18

Mr Alfred Rambo Yekatom, (Redacted)19

(Redacted)20

(Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

A.   [14:45:16] I don't remember that. 23

Q.   [14:45:25] You don't remember that the (Redacted) or that he had an 24

exchange with the Muslim? 25
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A.   [14:45:32] I don't remember. 1

Q.   [14:45:42] During your interview with the OTP you said that (Redacted)2

(Redacted)3

(Redacted)  Can you confirm that?4

A.   [14:45:59] Yes, I can confirm. 5

Q. [14:46:17] On this (Redacted), I have documents from6

the mayor of Mbaïki, from the mayor of Pissa, from one of the religious leaders who7

were present, who said that this speech on the (Redacted) was done before the Muslims and8

in front of the non-Muslims, so civilian Muslims and others. Does this jog your9

memory?10

A.   [14:46:57] No, there was a crowd. (Redacted)11

(Redacted).12

Q.   [14:47:07] I understand.  So you don't exclude that there were Muslim, you just13

saw the crowd.  But I understand what you're saying.  You can't say it was only14

Christians, only Muslims, or both; is that correct?15

A.   [14:47:21] Yes. 16

Q.   [14:47:28] And is it correct, Madam - once again, I am basing myself on certain17

documents and testimonies we have - that this crowd applauded?  Do you18

remember that?  After the message of Yekatom, there was applause? 19

A.   [14:48:12] I can't remember. 20

Q.   [14:48:18] Don't worry, because sometimes you concentrate on some details so21

I was just waiting.22

The imam of Mbaïki, Aboubakar Diakité, came here and gave his testimony publicly23

before the judges.  He spoke of the consequences of the speech of Alfred Rambo24

Yekatom.  25
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And for my co-counsel it is 136, page 38.  1

And I'm going to quote this to you and I want to see if this jogs your memory. 2

"Before the entire population of Mbaïki, Mr Rambo spoke up.  He said he didn't have3

any problems with the population.  But as the soldiers of the Seleka had left, there4

was no worries anymore.  There are no problems anymore.  All the population of5

Mbaïki could be left in peace, should not be concerned.  This is what Rambo said in6

front of the entire population of Mbaïki.  After that, there was a lull, there was some7

peace."8

Madam, did you also understand that the situation became calmer after that speech? 9

A.   [14:50:16] I don't know, because after (Redacted), I don't know what 10

happened (Redacted)11

Q.   [14:50:25] No problem, Madam.12

Still the same witness of the Prosecution, the imam of Mbaïki who came here who13

gave his testimony publicly, he said that Mr Yekatom also held a similar speech in14

front of the commercial centre of Mbaïki.  Do you recall that (Redacted)15

(Redacted)16

A.   [14:50:59] There was -- (Redacted)17

(Redacted)18

Q.   [14:51:17] Just to jog your memory, on that particular day, the same imam19

Diakité said in front of the judges that "Rambo went to the centre before the station20

road.  We immediately went there within centre of town and Rambo addressed21

the crowd.  He told them that he came to Mbaïki to chase away Djotodia and his22

men.  And since they had left, he would not harm anybody.  Rambo added that he23

did not want to have any disorder in the town." 24

(Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

A.   [14:52:31] No. 2

Q.   [14:52:31] You don't remember? 3

A.   [14:52:35] Just in (Redacted)4

(Redacted)5

(Redacted)6

Q.   [14:52:55] And what you're describing is near the station, it's near where people7

take some form of transport? 8

A.   [14:53:06] The area is also next to a market.9

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:53:17] Correction from the interpreter:  It wasn't a freight10

station but a (Redacted)11

MS DIMITRI:  [14:53:24](Interpretation)  12

Q.   [14:53:24] So he said in front of this Chamber, the imam said in front of this13

Chamber, and I quote: "What we noticed is that -- that the Anti-Balaka were not14

against this meeting, globally speaking, and what Rambo said, because what he15

wanted was to kill and loot.  Just after the speech of Rambo, they started to say, 'We16

do not agree with what Rambo is saying.  He must let us do what we want to do.'"17

So my question is the following, Madam:  I know you gave the explanation of Cube18

Maggi, but do you also remember that there was this reaction of people of19

the Anti-Balaka at the bus station of Mbaïki?  It doesn't matter if it's the bus station20

or not, but people who were around outside. 21

A.   [14:54:29] I don't know. 22

Q.   [14:54:37] No problem, Madam.23

Another person that had the investigators of the OTP met -- for the reference, 1588,24

2056-0612, they explained that the elements of Yekatom said he is corrupt and he25
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threw stones and insulted them.  (Redacted)1

A.   [14:55:14] No.2

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:55:21] Correction:  The reference is 2056-0412.3

MS DIMITRI:  [14:55:27](Interpretation) 4

Q.   [14:55:27] Then we had another discussion with a religious leader who was in5

Mbaïki on that day, and he said, "So, you see, in the minds of people, Rambo came to6

lead them into vengeance.  However, he disappointed them by his speech which he7

made because he said just the opposite.  He got down and faced the population who8

were waiting for him and said what he said to them and said what he had said at the9

meeting.  Rambo is for safety, peace and for people living together."10

Madam, (Redacted), the dissatisfaction of the population who were 11

disappointed by this speech which talked about peace? 12

A.   [14:56:41] No. 13

Q.   [14:56:54] P-1588, a Prosecution witness said that somebody had brought arms14

which had been hidden by the Muslims and that Mr Yekatom had handed over to the15

Sangaris.  Do you remember that?16

A.   [14:57:14] No.17

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:57:24] The witness is P-1558.18

MS DIMITRI:  [14:57:29](Interpretation) 19

Q.   [14:57:30] And now, Madam, I have some questions on (Redacted).  You said 20

(Redacted).  Could 21

(Redacted).  So this is a (Redacted); is that correct?22

A.   [14:57:46] Yes.23

Q.   [14:57:53] And you also said that (Redacted)24

(Redacted).  I just want to work out the configuration.  (Redacted)25
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(Redacted)1

(Redacted)2

A.   [14:58:29] (Redacted), I think. 3

Q.   [14:58:31] And he was also (Redacted)4

A.   [14:58:37] Yes, (Redacted)5

Q.   [14:58:40] And (Redacted)6

(Redacted)7

A.   [14:58:50] Yes.8

Q. [14:58:58] I have some small questions on (Redacted) which might seem odd to you,9

but I would like to talk through them with you.  Was (Redacted) with you when you10

were in (Redacted)11

A.   [14:59:12] No, I didn't see him.12

Q. [14:59:18] And when you arrived in (Redacted), do you agree it would be incorrect13

to say when you arrived with Mr Rambo Yekatom, it would be false to say that there14

was a clash, a strong clash and that certain elements were hit by bullets, that's15

something that you would have witnessed?16

A.   [14:59:45] No. 17

Q.   [14:59:49] No, you didn't witness this?18

A.   [14:59:51] No, I don't know. 19

Q.   [14:59:56] During the period when (Redacted) Mr Rambo Yekatom in20

(Redacted) -- because I don't want to know what happened, I don't expect you to say21

what happened when you're not there.  I'm just concentrating on the period when22

(Redacted) with Mr Rambo Yekatom.  Do you agree with me that 23

(Redacted) any combats or conflicts between Rambo Yekatom and the Seleka 24

in (Redacted)25
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A.   [15:00:33] No.  There was calm. 1

Q.   [15:00:36] There was calm, so there was no exchange of fire with the MINUSCA2

when (Redacted) with Yekatom?3

A.   [15:00:47] Yes, I confirm. 4

Q.   [15:01:17] Excuse me, Madam.  Because I understand that (Redacted)5

(Redacted), is it right -- am I right in saying that he did 6

(Redacted)7

A.   [15:02:10] I do not remember. 8

Q.   [15:02:12] No problem, Madam.9

With respect to the numbers, when (Redacted) with Mr Yekatom, we agree 10

that when you came it would be very exaggerated to say that there were 2,000 of you,11

this is not what -- this is not -- this does not correspond to what you observed; am I12

right?13

A.   [15:02:45] (Redacted)14

Q.   [15:02:47] Yes. 15

A.   [15:02:49] No, there were -- there were not 2,000 people. 16

Q.   [15:02:55] You were less than a hundred, if I understand you well?17

A.   [15:03:01] Yes. 18

Q.   [15:03:07] Do you remember, I'm going to again jot your memory, if there was19

a meeting -- I'm sorry, I'm -- if you do remember, there was a meeting between20

Mr Yekatom and certain Muslim civilians in a motel in Mbaïki? 21

A.   [15:03:48] I don't know. 22

Q.   [15:04:05] Thank you, Madam.  I'm going to move on to another subject.  Let's23

now move on to (Redacted)24

I'm sorry, I just have to say something to my colleague.25
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(Counsel confer) 1

MS DIMITRI:  [15:04:38](Interpretation) 2

Q.   [15:04:38] Again on the lines of (Redacted), the investigators asked you in 20173

if -- I'm sorry, let me explain in detail the (Redacted)4

the one you drew on a sketch.  The investigators in 2017 asked you if there were5

weapons in the house, apart from the ones you carried, and you said no.  But each6

one has its -- has its weapon, but apart from that, no.  Do you bear this out?7

I can read you the text if you wish.  8

So the investigator said: "Right, were there weapons in this house apart from the ones9

you carried?"10

And you said: "No, but each person has his weapon."  11

"Right, but apart from that?"  12

You said:  "No." 13

A.   [15:06:06] I confirm. 14

Q.   [15:06:09] Thank you, Madam.15

Is it right in saying that there was (Redacted)16

A.   [15:06:25] On the road to (Redacted)17

Q.   [15:06:32] On the road to (Redacted)18

A.   [15:06:40] I think there was a roadblock, but it wasn't a big roadblock. 19

Q.   [15:07:09] I will now talk about Kapou.  20

You told the investigators in 2020 that (Redacted)21

(Redacted)22

A.   [15:07:38] Near Kapou? 23

Q.   [15:07:41] A base that goes by the name Copiada.  We asked you the question24

and you said no.  Do you confirm that? 25
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A.   [15:07:50] Yes, I do confirm that.1

I would like to bring to your attention that there is Kapou 1 and Kapou 2.2

Q.   [15:08:03] I understand, but you never knew a base called as Copiada which3

could -- which was near either Kapou 1 or Kapou 2?4

A.   [15:08:16] No.5

Q.   [15:08:16] Thank you.  You also told -- well, I'm talking about the road now,6

the main road.  In 2020 you told the investigators about the soldiers in the group of7

Mr Yekatom.  You said that "If there are missions, it is important that we be dressed8

in military attire."  Do you confirm that?9

A.   [15:08:40] Yes, I do. 10

Q.   [15:08:46] Do you also confirm that  (Redacted)11

(Redacted), but for missions and officials trips, it was compulsory to be dressed in12

military attire?13

A.   [15:09:00] It was compulsory.)14

Q.   [15:09:07] When you met the OTP investigators, you told them, and I'm quoting15

you on this:  "Once we reached the PK9-Mbaïki axis, the leaders were not the only16

ones because this is an axis and there were certain leaders who would abandon their17

sections and they are themselves on the field and some of their elements were also18

uncontrollable."  19

Do you confirm this?20

A.   [15:09:43] Yes, I do.21

Q.   [15:09:53] You add, "They themselves", referring to the chiefs, "they preferred to22

go and visit their wives or their girlfriends in their homes."  Do you confirm that?23

A.   [15:10:08] Yes, I do. 24

Q.   [15:10:11] So I understand that many leaders would disappear and they would25
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go back to their wives in (Overlapping speakers) 1

A.   [15:10:23] When they arrived in Sekia, they abandoned their elements and we2

did not see them again.  Some of them went to their families and it was -- this is what3

I was trying to explain. 4

Q.   [15:10:41] Thank you.  Last question on this subject.  You said that in Sekia5

there was absolutely no road map, so to speak, and each one would go his own way6

and do what they want.7

Do you confirm that?8

A.   [15:11:08] Yes, I do. 9

Q.   [15:11:09] Thank you.10

We're again in private session.  You could see -- I would talk about the moments11

where you would see the lorries, the trucks of Chadian military people and Muslims. 12

This was when you were with Mr Yekatom.  Are you with me?13

A.   Oui.14

Q.   [15:11:38] Now, when the trucks would pass, no one would open up the trucks,15

this is not something you saw? 16

A.   [15:11:51] You mean to open the trucks and inspect them? 17

Q.   [15:11:56] No, the trucks would leave, but no one would open the trucks to see18

the Muslims hiding inside.19

A.   [15:12:09] It was -- it was not these closed trucks.  We would call them -- 20

Q.   [15:12:23] They -- they were open.  It's not completely closed, concealed.  21

A.   [15:12:31] It was open. 22

Q.   [15:12:35] Thank you, Madam. 23

* Again on the departure of Muslims, there is a Muslim who testified here, for my24

learned friend, it’s P-2353, paragraph 66 of his witness statement.  He explained that25
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when he left Mbaïki, just so that you know, he did not leave with the -- in the trucks1

with the Chadian soldiers.  He left a few days afterwards.  But he met Alfred2

Rambo Yekatom (Redacted)3

and he specified that he met Yekatom with his bodyguards.  So I basically presume4

(Redacted).  And he actually describes his meeting and I'm going to read what he5

said.  And I would ask if you remember that.6

So he says: "Around (Redacted), near the PK9 district, I met Rambo, who was driving7

his pickup with his men in the vehicle.  He saw me.  He stopped and he came to8

greet me.  Rambo asked me where I was going and he said that I should not go into9

exile.  He said that I should stay in Bangui and everything will be over in a few days. 10

And the situation would come back to normal and I could return to Mbaïki.  He also11

added that he knew what exile was and this is why we did not -- he did not want to12

us leave.  Now, all this was rather complicated.  In spite of what Rambo said, I don't13

think he could control all his men.  When Rambo was there, the men were in control,14

but when he was not there, they did what they pleased.  So this is why I did not15

know what to think."16

Now my question is:  Were (Redacted) Rambo Yekatom when he stopped to discuss17

with this Muslim person, (Redacted)18

A.   [15:15:42] No, I don't.19

MS DIMITRI:  If I could have one moment, Mr President. 20

Q.   [15:16:04] (Interpretation) I'm sorry, Madam.  I want to check something. 21

I would like to come back to your meeting with the Prosecutor investigators in 2020. 22

* You were shown video footage and recognised Max Maiganda. I would like to show23

you the video again and I would like to quote what you said when you saw that24

video footage and then I would have questions.25
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So it's tab 86 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2065-3188.1

I'm sorry, bear with me for a moment.  2

And the transcription is in tab 119, Defence binder CAR-OTP-2107-1547.  In the -- for3

the interpreters, line 9 to 18.4

So I'm just going to ask you to read -- to view the video and I'm going to read5

the -- your words that you spoke when you saw the video. 6

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:18:43] No sound.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:18:47] Well, so I didn't hear you because8

the microphone was switched on.  You didn't hear me because the microphone was9

switched on.  We didn't understand each other because the microphone was10

switched on.11

So do we have the sound perhaps now.  It sounded a little bit as if he had sound.12

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 13

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:19:11](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 14

"It's not Furogène [phon].  It's against aggression, it's tear gas.  Yes, it's initially for15

Muslims who are in their -- how can I say?  In fact, it's just to throw at the Muslims16

who are in the houses so that they can come out and suffocate.  And once they are17

out, we will kill them.  Even the small children, we'll kill them because we've18

suffered a lot.  And we, we are soldiers." 19

MS DIMITRI:  [15:20:07](Interpretation) 20

Q.   [15:20:08] Madam, the Prosecutor showed you this video in 2020 and the OTP21

investigators asked you, when you were part of the Anti-Balaka, did you hear people22

expressing themselves in a similar way, just as we heard in the video.  Did you hear23

similar words being spoken?  And you said no.  And you added: "I'm so surprised24

to see this video and surprised to see them speak this way."25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 77/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 77/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 78

Do you confirm that?1

A.   [15:20:59] Yes, I do confirm that.2

Q.   [15:21:07] Madam, in light of the words that we just heard from Maidanda and3

you identified him as a leader, and given your response that confirmed that you4

never heard people talk in such a way, can I understand rightly that you've never5

heard from the mouth of Alfred Rambo Yekatom, Habib Beina, Alkanto, and6

Coeur de Lion that children must be killed because they will exact vengeance in7

the future? 8

A.   [15:22:55] I'm taking some time to think it over.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:33] Can you --10

THE WITNESS:  [15:23:35](Interpretation) You're talking about killing children.11

MS DIMITRI:  [15:23:39] (Interpretation) 12

Q.   [15:23:40] Yes, I am talking about killing children. 13

A.   [15:23:47] Killing Muslims, yes, but not children. 14

Q.   [15:23:50] Thank you, Madam.15

You said to the investigators in 2020 that when you were based in Yamwara, and I'm16

quoting you, "The order he gave us was, if the enemy attacks, we defend ourselves."17

Do you confirm this?18

A.   [15:24:13] Yes, I do. 19

Q.   [15:24:14] Again in 2017, the investigators asked you your understanding of20

the enemy when you were in Yamwara.  And you said, and I'm quoting you,21

"The enemy are the Seleka."  Do you confirm that?22

A.   [15:24:35] Yes, I do.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:24:38] May I shortly.  24

When you said "killing Muslims", what do you mean by that?  Could you elaborate25
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a little bit on that.  1

And I want to avoid a redirect, actually.  If possible, of course.2

THE WITNESS:  [15:25:15](Interpretation) Now, as far as I understand, "killing3

Muslims" means both men and women.  But when we say "children", because4

the counsel was very specific, she referred to children and that's -- and I said no to5

that.6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:25:36] Absolutely.  We have understood that. 7

But when you said "killing Muslims," it was not completely clear what that meant. 8

And have we -- do we understand you correctly that you're saying that this was9

expressed by the mentioned leaders in that -- by the leaders that are mentioned in10

the question by counsel?11

THE WITNESS:  [15:26:00](Interpretation) Yes.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:02] Ms Dimitri.13

MS DIMITRI:  [15:26:04] Thank you, Mr President. 14

Q.   [15:26:09] (Interpretation) In 2017, when you talked about your trip along15

the PK9 axis towards Sekia, you said there were no clashes with the enemy.  Sekia. 16

I'm talking about Sekia.  I'm not talk can about the PK9 exit.  And you were asked17

"Whom were you referring to when we say 'enemy'?"  And you said, "The Seleka." 18

Do you confirm that?19

A.   [15:26:43] Yes, I do. 20

Q.   [15:26:47] During your meeting with the OTP investigators, when the Prosecutor21

asked you who said that all Muslims are the same, whether they're armed or not,22

your -- you were not specific.  You did not mention the name of the leader.  But you23

said, and I'm quoting you here, you said that "All Anti-Balaka have that in their24

heads."  Do you confirm that?25
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A.   [15:27:29] Can I see the reference, please.1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:33] And this would have been an instance2

where I also would have asked for the reference, actually, with regard to what3

Mr Scaliotti has asked for before the break.  So perhaps let's show us -- let's show this4

portion to the witness.5

MS DIMITRI:  [15:27:50] It's tab 52 of the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2072-0946.  It's at6

page 0952, 0953.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:20] We have it already on the screen.8

MS DIMITRI:  [15:28:22] Do we?  It's at the bottom of the page, please.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:27] Please stop.  Thank you.10

MS DIMITRI:  [15:28:43] It's not -- excuse me. 11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:28:45] I don't think that this is what you mean. 12

The context seems to be completely -- 13

MS DIMITRI:  [15:28:50] It's 09 -- I'm sorry.  It's 0943.  No, I'm sorry.  Can you14

give me a moment.  Normally I have it (Overlapping speakers)15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:12] Of course.  No, no, you are so quick16

normally, so no problem with that.17

And in the meantime, Ms Proulx, just, just to fill the void, the void is perhaps a little18

bit too exaggerated, but can you tell us -- actually, I would be very surprised if it19

would take you very long.20

MS PROULX:  [15:29:39] You're correct, Mr President.  I have about 15 questions21

and three documents to show the witness, so I would think I could be done within 2022

to 30 minutes.  So ideally this afternoon if Ms Dimitri -- 23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:54] Comes to an end.24

MS PROULX:  [15:29:55] Exactly. 25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:29:56] You can speak -- you can be outspoken. 1

Yes.2

MS DIMITRI:  [15:30:00] I have it right this time.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:30:02] It's good.  It's not a problem, not at all. 4

So please tell us.5

MS DIMITRI:  [15:30:12] I need the first page.  CAR-OTP-2072-0946, page 0953. 6

And it's line 248 to 253. 7

Q.   [15:30:49](Interpretation) Madam, look at line 248.  8

(Speaks English) Can we go up a little bit, please.  9

(Interpretation) Who said that that, that all the Muslims were the same, armed or not? 10

Sorry.  Who said that all the Muslims were the same, armed or not?  All11

the Anti-Balaka had that in their mind.12

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:31:18] Yeah.  Let the witness first answer. 13

The witness has requested she wants to see that, and then you -- or do you have an14

objection against showing this to the witness.15

MR SCALIOTTI:  [15:31:32] No.  The objection is against the question because16

I don't see what the question is.  I don't think that there is a clear question to17

the witness here.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:31:40] There was a clear question. 19

The question was if she -- if she stands by what she has said at the time and20

the question, I pick it up now.21

Madam Witness, you have seen this now.  You have said this to the office of22

the investigators.  Do you recall that this is correct?  Do you confirm that?23

THE WITNESS:  [15:32:17](Interpretation) Yes, that's correct.24

MS DIMITRI:  [15:32:20](Interpretation) Thank you.25
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(Speaks English) We can remove it from the screen. 1

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:32:22] And perhaps just to -- we have this also2

on the screen.  3

Is this also correct?  Because you were asked (Interpretation) "All the Anti-Balaka4

put that -- had that in mind.  Because that's -- because everything that was5

happening and all the destructions of the houses, the killings."6

(Speaks English) Is that -- is that the explanation why you said that to7

the investigators? 8

THE WITNESS:  [15:33:01](Interpretation) I'm going to be more explicit on this point. 9

I said it, I said that all the Anti-Balaka had that in their minds, because after10

the clashes of the 5th, the Seleka were mixed with the civilians in order to fight.  And11

how should I put it?  And our chiefs put this to us so we had it in our minds that12

everything that is a Muslim -- everyone who is a Muslim, Christian or Seleka who13

are -- have weapons are the same.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:33:48] Okay, please continue.15

MS DIMITRI:  [15:33:58](Interpretation) 16

Q.   [15:33:59] Madam -- Madam, now I understand that all the elements had this in17

their minds.  Now what is important for me, Madam, is to make the distinction18

between your understanding of the Muslims and the information which is in19

the minds of the elements.  I don't want to talk about the information that's around,20

but I want to stand -- your understanding, I want to talk about specific instructions,21

and that's the aim of my next question.22

Do you agree with me, Madam, that given the answers that you've already given to23

my questions in the last days, and given the statements and also the statements of24

the Muslim witnesses that have -- made in front of this Court, do you agree with me25
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that you have never heard from the mouth of Mr Alfred Rambo Yekatom any1

instructions to attack Muslim civilians who were not armed? 2

A.   [15:35:48] No. 3

Q.   [15:35:50] And do you agree with me that you've never heard it said from4

Habib Beina?5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:05] Mr Scaliotti, what's the problem with this6

question? 7

MR SCALIOTTI:  [15:36:07] I think this question has already been asked and8

answered, Mr President.9

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:11] Well, it's -- the question is about specific10

instructions, so the -- I think the -- the angle was a little bit different.11

So, Madam Witness -- do you -- do you plan to go through every one of the -- no. 12

Did you hear from the mouth of Mr Habib Beina any instructions to kill Muslim13

civilians? 14

MS DIMITRI:  [15:36:38] Non-armed.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:36:41] Unarmed, of course.  Unarmed.16

THE WITNESS:  [15:37:03](Interpretation) Habib Beina.17

MS DIMITRI:  [15:37:07](Interpretation) Thank you for your patience.  That was my18

final question.19

(Speaks English) Thank you, Mr President.  We're done.20

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:37:12] Thank you.  And I think we are still in21

private session, are we? 22

I give the floor now to Ms Proulx.  Can we stay -- do we have to stay in private23

session or can we go to open session?24

MS PROULX:  [15:37:24] I think I would actually like to start in open session.  25
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yeah, open session. 1

MS PROULX:  [15:37:28] But with your indulgence, I'll take a moment to set up.2

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:37:32] Yes.3

MS PROULX:  [15:37:34] Thank you.4

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:37:36] Of course.5

MS DIMITRI:  [15:37:37] Mr President, I'm sorry, I'm very sorry, can I have a moment,6

because apparently something is not clear in the transcript.  I'm sorry.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:37:44] Okay, please.  No, no.  No problem. 8

Ms Proulx will have to take anyway some time to arrange herself.9

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:37:52] Message from the English booth:  The Habib Beina,10

the word "no" does not appear.  That is line 98:6.  So it should be "Habib Beina, no."11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:38:09] Okay, we have clarified that. 12

Is there another problem with the transcript? 13

MS DIMITRI:  [15:38:28] Yes, yes, if I may just ask one last question, Mr President.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:38:31] Of course.  Of course.  You are still in15

the room and the witness is also still there.16

MS DIMITRI:  [15:38:37](Interpretation) 17

Q.   [15:38:38] Sorry, Madam.18

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:38:40] We are in open session I think now -- not19

yet.  Then we -- then it's okay.20

MS DIMITRI:  [15:38:47](Interpretation) 21

Q.   [15:38:48] Sorry, Madam, there was a problem with the transcript.  I am going22

to have to ask you the question because it's very important for me.  23

You never heard from the mouth of Alfred Rambo Yekatom a specific instruction to24

attack Muslim civilians who were not armed, and you said no.  That means "No, I've25
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never heard that being said"? 1

A.   [15:39:17] No.2

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:39:19] Okay, then we go to open session and3

Ms Proulx.4

MS DIMITRI:  [15:39:22] Is it clear, Mr President?  "No, I never heard it"?  5

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:39:25] So, you know, Witness, there's always6

a problem with -- with the answer no when the question is not clear.7

So did -- why not put it this way:  When you were present, when you were present,8

did Mr Yekatom ever give such an instruction?9

THE WITNESS:  [15:40:01](Interpretation) He gave the instruction to kill all10

the Muslims, but not Muslims that weren't armed.  That was very clear, specific.11

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:40:12] Okay.  Thank you.12

That's the problem when in the question there is already a negative.   13

MS DIMITRI:  [15:40:19] I completely agree, Mr President.  It's my fault.  It's my14

fault.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:40:23] If we ask more straightforward in16

the active, so to speak, a "no" is clear, so to speak.17

Ms Proulx now had enough time to arrange herself.  And we go to open session18

(Open session at 3.40 p.m.)19

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:40:47] We're in open session, Mr President.20

MS PROULX:  [15:40:53] Mr President, I have to start by an apology.  I was just21

informed that our physical binders haven't yet made it into the courtroom.  They are22

on their way.  They should be here any moment.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:41:05] But that does not hinder us to start24

because we have 20 to four and perhaps we can make do without them for once.25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 85/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 85/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 86

Well, Mr Vanderpuye is laughing.  Well, since I and my colleague are responsible for1

that, I think we can make an exception.2

MS PROULX:  [15:41:28] I appreciate the indulgence.  Thank you.3

QUESTIONED BY MS PROULX:  (Interpretation) 4

Q.   [15:41:35] Madam Witness, good day.  We met last week.  It seems a long time5

ago, because you've had a very difficult week in front of you, but it was last week we6

introduced ourselves.  I'd like to introduce myself again.  My name is Marie-Hélène7

Proulx.  I'm one of the lawyers of the Defence team of Mr Ngaïssona.  And as I said8

last week, I don't have many questions for you.  I think we're going to be able to9

release you today.10

You probably know that you must speak slowly.  I must remind myself as well,11

because I'm known to forget my own instructions sometimes.  Obviously, if12

the questions aren't clear, please ask me to rephrase them, there's no problem in that.13

I'm going to start by drawing your attention on three passages in your statement to14

the OTP investigators.15

And for these -- this we can stay in open session and then we'll go into private16

session.17

So the first passage where I'd like to ask you a question is 57 in the OTP binder.  It's18

CAR-OTP-2072-1068 and page 1094.  You explained that when you were part of19

the Anti-Balaka, some civilians in their own minds said that they were Anti-Balaka. 20

And you added in the next page, "Everybody wanted to become Anti-Balaka."21

Am I to understanding, Madam Witness, that you knew at that time that some22

civilians said to themselves, or introduced themselves as Anti-Balaka? 23

A.   [15:44:06] Could you show me the reference, please. 24

Q.   [15:44:10] No problem.  I repeat, it's 57 of the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2072-1068. 25
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And the first extract is on page 1094, line 924.1

You have to go up a bit.  There you talk about civilians who decided to protect their2

own area and you said, "In their mind, they were saying to themselves that they were3

Anti-Balaka."4

And on the next page, if you don't mind, move on, line 957, you say, "Everyone5

wanted to become Balaka."6

A.   [15:45:45] I confirm that.  But I want to stress, it's really important to explain7

what I said correctly, because when you only say a part of what I said and not entirely8

what the background is, then I can't really find out what I was saying, I can't find9

myself in that. 10

Q.   [15:46:09] You're absolutely right and I do apologise.  I didn't give you enough11

context.  So I'm going to repeat my question.  12

Are you aware that civilians said to themselves or introduced themselves as13

Anti-Balaka, even if they weren't?14

A.   [15:46:27] Yes.15

Q.   [15:46:37] Thank you.  I'm going to draw your attention to a second extract in16

your statement.  This is tab 29 in the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2122-7028, and it's on17

page 7041.18

And in this extract you say, Madam, because the Prosecutor -- sorry, the investigator19

asked you if -- if to get a gris-gris was a way for an individual to join the Anti-Balaka20

group.  And you answered, "No, not necessarily.  It's only for their protection." 21

So my question is as follows:  Am I to understand, Madam, that some civilians got22

a gris-gris and wore the gris-gris but were not part of the Anti-Balaka? 23

A.   [15:47:54] I don't know. 24

Q.   [15:48:04] Okay, I'm going to go to my third extract.25
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This is tab 53 of the OTP binder, CAR-OTP-2072-0974, page 0997, and the OTP asked1

you how you knew, or how did you find out, that Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona was2

a chief of the Anti-Balaka in Boy-Rabe.3

Your answer was:  "We listened to the radio to find out about this type of thing." 4

And a little later, and at page 0998 you said that you never heard about Mr Ngaïssona5

except on the radio.6

So my question is:  Am I to understand that it is by listening to the radio simply that7

you learned that Mr Ngaïssona had a role in the Anti-Balaka movement? 8

A.   [15:49:19] No, it's not -- not necessarily the radio.  It was through the 9

media.10

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:49:26] Well, I think that's as good or bad or11

whatsoever.  Please continue.12

MS PROULX:  [15:49:32] At least it's very clear.13

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:49:34] It is very clear, yes.14

MS PROULX:  [15:49:41] At this stage I would like to go briefly into private session.15

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:49:46] We go to private session.16

Before that, we have an audience here, and this is a protected witness, and we go to17

private session when issues are addressed where the answer might identify18

the witness, and that's the reason why you can't hear us any more for -- for how long? 19

We don't know yet obviously.20

Okay, private session.21

(Private session at 3.50 p.m.)22

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:50:26] We are in private session, Mr President.23

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:50:29] And when I tend now to explain this, this24

is simply when we have audience, it's a matter of courtesy, so to speak, because 25
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people perhaps won't understand it.  This is simply for that reason.1

Please, Ms Proulx.2

MS PROULX:  [15:50:43] Well, they will not have the benefit of knowing, but it's only3

for a few minutes.4

Q.   [15:50:52] (Interpretation) You were just speaking about the media and you said5

that the last couple of days you spoke to the OTP colleagues and the Defence of6

Mr Yekatom, you heard what they had to say.  Well, in the transcription T-171,7

page 88 at 14 you were asked (Redacted)8

(Redacted) was present.  9

I would like to show you a document, tab 1 of the Defence binder,10

CAR-OTP-2002-0723.  And whilst we're waiting, I'm going to explain to you this is11

a Twitter note of 2014 and it is a letter which Mr Konate read to12

the President Samba-Panza the day before. 13

Now you can see it.  So in the middle of the page the letter states, and I'm going to14

read some of it to you:  15

"The Anti-Balaka are ready to lay down their arms, to reintegrate their arms so that16

they can defend their country." And here one is talking about reconciliation and17

the billeting of the Anti-Balaka and the representation of the Anti-Balaka in the CNT18

and in the government.19

My question is as follows:  Do you remember that (Redacted) make such 20

a statement in the meeting with the president?21

A.   [15:52:54] I do not remember. 22

Q.   [15:53:02] I'm going to move on to another document.  Tab 5 in our binder,23

CAR-OTP-2084-0146.  And whilst waiting, I'm going to explain to you, this is a press24

communiqué which was signed by Mr Ngaïssona dated 21 January 2014 and in this25

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red2-ENG CT W T 02-11-2022 89/95 TICC-01/14-01/18-T-174-Red3-ENG CT RCL  W T 02-11-2022 89/95 T 
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public reclassified and lesser redacted version of this
transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                       (Private Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR-OTP-P-1839

02.11.2022          Page 90

press communiqué they congratulate Samba-Panza for her position and then to talk1

about the cessation of hostilities and the willingness of the Anti-Balaka to work2

together with the president so that they could have peace and security restored to3

the country.4

So firstly, have you seen or heard about this particular press communiqué? 5

A.   [15:54:02] No. 6

Q.   [15:54:14] According to your recollection, this press release, does it reflect7

the (Redacted)8

A.   [15:54:23] I do not remember, Madam. 9

Q.   [15:54:34] No problem.  I'm going to show you a third document.10

Tab 6 in the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2101-3225.  And this is a letter signed by11

Mr Ngaïssona and sent to the President Samba-Panza some weeks after the meeting. 12

He recalls indeed that he congratulated her on her election and he expressed his13

commitment for the transition.14

And on the second page, on the second paragraph, Mr Ngaïssona writes, "The aim set15

by the Anti-Balaka is -- has been reached."16

And I know you said that you did not know the objectives of the Ngaïssona group,17

but am I correct saying, Madam Witness, that in February 2014, or in any point in18

time in 2014 there was no return to order, the constitutional order, Bozizé never came19

back to power; is that correct?20

A.   [15:56:04] Yes.21

Q.   [15:56:04] Thanks.22

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:56:06] Well, that is -- okay, it's not necessarily23

a question that can be -- yeah, okay.  Please continue.  You can ask that a politician24

or whatsoever.  And I think it may also be a -- a matter of common knowledge, but25
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nevertheless, please continue.  Nobody doubts that Mr Bozizé did not come to1

power, I think, later on.2

MS PROULX:  [15:56:34] I can ask a follow-up question.3

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:56:37] No, you don't have to.  No, no, not at all. 4

You can simply move on to another topic, perhaps.5

MS PROULX:  [15:56:47](Interpretation) 6

Q.   [15:56:48] I have a final question in private session.7

Did I understand correctly from your statements with OTP investigators, when you8

(Redacted) that took place 9

there, and the moment when you left the Anti-Balaka, between those two moments10

(Redacted) again? 11

A.   [15:57:16] Yes.12

Q.   [15:57:19] Thank you. 13

MS PROULX:  We can now move to public session.14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:23] Open session.15

(Open session at 3.57 p.m.)16

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:57:39] We are in open session, Mr President.17

MS PROULX:  [15:57:49] (Interpretation) 18

Q.   [15:57:52] Madam Witness, in Monday -- on Monday you said in T-172,19

a hundred -- page 100, you said that there was a meeting in PK9 between members of20

the Yekatom group and some individuals who said that were associated to21

the Ngaïssona group.  And you also added that the two groups at that time did not22

get on with each other.23

So firstly I'd like to know whether you were aware that there was another Anti-Balaka24

group basically made up of soldiers who were based towards Bimbo on the other side 25
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of the bridge of PK9, did you know that?1

A.   [15:58:46] Could you please repeat the question. 2

Q.   [15:58:54] I'd like to know whether you were aware that there was an3

Anti-Balaka base, a group made up largely of military and that were based near4

Bimbo on the other side of the PK9 bridge.  Did you know that? 5

A.   [15:59:16] Bimbo, the other side of the bridge?  Which side?  Because there are6

two bridges.  There's PK9, Zila on the route to Mbaïki, and also PK9-Mbaïki. 7

Q.   [15:59:41] I'm talking about the side where you were not, on the other side of8

the bridge vis-à-vis you and your group. 9

A.   [15:59:59] No, there wasn't a base there. 10

Q.   [16:00:09] If I understand from your statement, when -- you say that you did not11

know the identity of the Anti-Balaka who came from the other side to meet Yekatom's12

elements in PK9?13

A.   [16:00:27] Yes, I do not know them. 14

Q.   [16:00:35] In your statement you describe the way the visitors from the other15

side introduced themselves and you say that, and I'm quoting you, these are people16

who know themselves -- who -- who were -- know each other ever since they're in17

the army.  So the visitors who came to meet your group were soldiers, basically?18

A.   [16:01:04] They were people who knew each other.   19

Q.   [16:01:13] But you do not remember if they were soldiers or not?20

A.   [16:01:19] Did I say they were soldiers?  If so, please show me the reference. 21

Q.   [16:01:26] Tab 28 on the OTP binder, please.22

CAR-OTP-2122-7001.  And I'm referring to page 7019.  It starts at 7018, at the23

bottom of the page, line 604 and 605.  The previous page, please.  That's it.  24

At the bottom of the page we -- you were asked, you said -- "When the men of25
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Ngaïssona came, how did they introduce themselves?" 1

And your answer is on the next page.  You say:  "... right, they were people who2

know each other ever since they were in the army.  They know each other since they3

were in the army."4

So if I understand it, they were soldiers who came to meet your group? 5

A.   [16:03:09] Which paragraph, please. 6

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:03:14] If you have it in front of you, Witness, it is7

from line -- yeah, line 606 onwards.  And there you say that these people knew each8

other from the army, from army times.  And the conclusion from that that they9

might have been soldiers is not so far-fetched.  So the question is, do you mean,10

indeed, that they were soldiers?11

THE WITNESS:  [16:03:50](Interpretation) Yes, because one of them, in fact, I know12

him from Yamwara, I know him by his face and not by his name.13

MS PROULX:  [16:04:09](Interpretation) 14

Q.   [16:04:10] Did I understand your statement well when you say that you did not15

know the objectives of this meeting and you did not -- you were not privy to16

the content of the discussions? 17

A.   [16:04:31] I don't know anything. 18

Q.   [16:04:37] Do I understand your statement well when you say that you -- who19

initiated this meeting, you did not know if these Anti-Balaka came on their -- out of20

their own free will?21

A.   [16:05:03] I do not know. 22

Q.   [16:05:08] You said several times during this week that Mr Yekatom at that point23

of time when you were part of the group did not like Mr Ngaïssona's ideas.  You24

said that the two groups did not get along and there were misunderstandings25
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between them.1

Now, if I -- do I understand you well that you were not aware of the fact that2

Mr Yekatom had the obligation to report to Mr Ngaïssona and he had to keep3

Mr Ngaïssona abreast of his activities?4

A.   [16:05:45] I do not know.5

Q.   [16:05:52] That was my last question.  Thank you so much.6

MS PROULX:  Mr President, I think that was my fastest examination.7

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:05:57] Thank you.8

We are in open session.9

Mr Scaliotti, any questions? 10

MR SCALIOTTI:  [16:06:03] Thank you, Mr President.11

Yes, I don't anticipate a long redirect at all, but with your leave, we would like to have12

the time to go through the -- it was a long examination by the Defence, so we would13

appreciate to be given the opportunity to go through the -- 14

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  I think -- I think that's -- 15

MR SCALIOTTI:  -- transcript and tomorrow morning we -- well, I promise it will be16

short.17

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:06:25] Well, that's only fair I would say.18

MR SCALIOTTI:  [16:06:28] It will be short anyway, I promise.19

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:06:31] And there were discussions about this20

anyway, so we can have a relatively calm rest of the day.  21

So thank you very much, Witness, for today.  You have already heard that we22

continue tomorrow at 9.30, but it will not last long then.  So it will be -- so your23

examination will finish earlier than expected.24

This concludes for today.  Tomorrow 9.30 we reconvene.25
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THE COURT USHER:  [16:06:58] All rise.1 

(The hearing ends in open session at 4.07 p.m.)2
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