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International Criminal Court1 

Trial Chamber V2 

Situation: Central African Republic II3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard4 

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/185 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 18 

Friday, 27 October 2023 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 10.02 a.m.)10 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:02:21] All rise.11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.12 

Please be seated.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:02:48] Good morning, everyone.14 

Court officer, please call the case.15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:02:53] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning,16 

your Honours.17 

This is the situation in the Central African Republic, in the case of The Prosecutor18 

versus Alfred Rombhot Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference19 

ICC-01/14-01/18. 20 

And for the record, we are in open session.21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:10] Thank you.22 

Ms Struyven.23 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:03:14](Microphone not activated) Mr President.  Good24 

morning, everyone.  For the Prosecution today we have Caroline Neithardt, Yassin25 
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Mostfa, Kweku Vanderpuye, and myself, Olivia Struyven.1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:25] Thank you.2 

For the representatives of the victims, Ms Massidda first.3 

MS MASSIDDA:  [10:03:30] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  For the4 

victims of the other crimes appearing today, myself, Paolina Massidda and Merouane5 

Chenaifa.6 

I would like to apologise to the Chamber because I will need to leave at a certain point7 

really for an urgent matter.  Thank you very much.8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:43] Okay.  Noted.9 

MS MARCHESI:  [10:03:58] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your10 

Honours.  The former child soldiers are today represented by myself, Ms Diletta11 

Marchesi.  Thank you.12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:03:58] Thank you.13 

I turn to the Defence.14 

Ms Dimitri first.  I  hope you are well, if I may say so, well -- well under the15 

circumstances.16 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:04:03] I won't hide that I'm actually worse than yesterday, but the17 

medicine is doing its magic.18 

Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Good morning, everyone, Madam19 

Witness. 20 

Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom.  He is represented today by Mr Florent21 

Pages-Granier, Ms Doriane Huet, Ms Laurence Hortas-Laberge.  We have Ms Alexia22 

Legault, who's going to step inside the courtroom in a few minutes, and myself,23 

Mylène Dimitri. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:28] Thank you.25 
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Mr Knoops then.1 

MR KNOOPS:  [10:04:31] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your2 

Honours. Good morning, everyone in the courtroom.  We are actually in the same3 

composition as yesterday.4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:38] Thank you. 5 

And, of course, a very good morning to Madam   Samba-Panza at the video-link6 

location.7 

WITNESS: CAR-TCV-P-0952 (On former oath)8 

(The witness speaks French)9 

(The witness gives evidence via video link)10 

THE WITNESS:  [10:04:50](Interpretation) Thank you.  Good morning, your11 

Honour.12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:04:52] Bonjour, Madame, and we really hope that13 

we can finish your testimony today, so -- but we will see.  We don't force anybody -- 14 

Ms Dimitri has the floor and she will explain to you how it unfolds.  15 

QUESTIONED BY MS DIMITRI: (Interpretation)16 

Q.   [10:05:20] Good morning, Madam   President.  I'm just going to take a few17 

minutes to introduce myself.  I am Mylène Dimitri, and I am the lead counsel for18 

Mr Alfred Rombhot Yekatom.19 

I would, first of all, like to apologise unreservedly.  I'm trying to give the example of20 

being -- and I'm taking a lot of responsibility, juggling with family and work.  And in21 

the first for -- first years, I've actually made an agenda error, and I'm really sorry22 

about that.23 

A.   [10:06:08] No problem, counsel.24 

Q.   [10:06:11] Right.  I'm going to now explain the way I'm going to proceed today.25 
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I'm going to ask you questions on facts.  I  really do not intend to ask you questions1 

on politics, and neither on the various factions.  I'm going to ask you factual2 

questions because you have been the mayor of Bangui, you've been the president, and3 

you are a Central African citizen.  You observed things that happened on the field4 

and that's what's of interest to me.5 

I'm also going to -- in fact, the meeting you had with the OTP investigators is not6 

evidence.  There are certain -- you said certain things during your meeting with the7 

OTP investigators, so what I'm going to do is I'm going to read certain of these8 

excerpts and I'm just going to ask you to confirm that.  So it'll be quite quick, because9 

what you said at that point of time is also of great interest to me.  So this is how10 

I intend to proceed today.11 

Is that okay with you?12 

A.   [10:07:30] Yes, please.13 

Q.   [10:07:35] First of all, Madam, I would like to refer to -- in fact, the first theme14 

that I'm going to broach with you is the Seleka period.  So my first series of questions15 

is basically related to the Seleka, what you observed at that point of time, and I'm16 

going to notably refer to a speech given during a meeting with the youth on 1817 

April 2014.18 

I'm going to basically ask you to listen to an audio excerpt.  Not the entire speech, of19 

course, because it's more than one hour 30 minutes, but I'm going to ask you to listen20 

to a 30-second excerpt and I will draw your attention to what is said in this extract21 

and I would have a few questions on that. 22 

So it's in tab 15 of the Defence binder; CAR-OTP-2042-0853 for the booth.  The23 

transcription is in tab 16, D29-0006-0060.  24 

And the extract is from 01:11 to -- sorry, 01:11:23 to 49 seconds, so it's a very short25 
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extract. 1 

And for the interpreters, it's lines 928 to 934.2 

If you could -- yes, please.3 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:10:13] English booth is ready. 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:10:18](No interpretation) Alors, on écoute l'extrait, Madame.5 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)6 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:10:25](Interpretation of the video excerpt)7 

"My son, there were 5,000 and now there are 25,000 because the 20,000 are the ones8 

from Bangui.  The Seleka is the same thing.  The 20 Seleka of the country [...] and9 

now you must really make sure that they leave.  They are saying that they're the10 

Anti-Balaka whilst when the bullet touches them they die, but whereas the former11 

Anti-Balaka ..." and points of suspension. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:11:16](Interpretation)13 

Q.   [10:11:17] Madam, you've heard the extract.  What's interesting for me -- I am14 

not going to come back to what you said yesterday; it was quite clear - your testimony15 

on the Anti-Balaka.  I'm talking about the numbers of the Seleka group.  16 

In the extract you are talking about the Seleka numbers.  17 

Can you tell me what you mean by say -- when you say that in the beginning there18 

were 5,000 and now there are 25,000 of them, 20,000 of them in Bangui.  What do you19 

mean by that?20 

MS STRUYVEN:  [10:11:50] Excuse me, Mr President, but we're -- we're showing21 

three lines out of a whole -- 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:53] No, no, please.  This is -- we have one23 

and a half hour, or what it was, so it is clear that Ms Dimitri is picking out something. 24 

And there was -- there was a clear statement about numbers and Ms Dimitri is25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-252-ENG CT WT 27-10-2023 5/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS: CAR TCV P 0952

27.10.2023          Page 6

entitled to ask about that.1 

So please, please ask it again.2 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:12:22] Merci -- thank you, Mr President.3 

Q.   [10:12:23](Interpretation) So I'm going to ask you the question, madam.  4 

What's really of interest to me is only the Seleka phenomenon.  Can you explain5 

what you mean when you said there were 5,000 and now the Seleka are 25,000 to6 

20,000 in Bangui; what do you mean by that?7 

A.   [10:12:45] Thank you, your Honour.  We spoke about this.  When the Seleka8 

started marching towards Bangui, they were few, they were about 5,000.  And9 

gradually, as they advanced towards Bangui, the group gained in strength and10 

numbers.  Others joined the group.  The numbers increased gradually as they11 

arrived in Bangui, and when they arrived in Bangui they even grew in numbers. 12 

This is what I wanted to say.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:13:30] And we have also taken note - I'm not14 

finding it here - that Madam   Samba-Panza has said during the interview, during the15 

investigation, phase that she thinks in the end there might have been about16 

13,000 -- this is what I have in mind.  But the point that you wanted to make is that17 

obviously the numbers swelled significantly, yeah.  So, thank you. 18 

Ms Dimitri.19 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:14:01] Thank you, Mr President. 20 

Q.   [10:14:03](Interpretation) Madam   Samba-Panza, am I right in saying, if you are21 

aware of this, that this -- the number that reached Bangui tripled or quadrupled,22 

because many of the traders in Bangui, Boeing, PK5, joined the ranks of the Seleka? 23 

I'm not making a generalisation, I'm not saying just the traders or the merchants; I am24 

saying that this is also one of the reasons why this figure increased exponentially once25 
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they reached Bangui. 1 

A.   [10:14:54] It's basically the youth who joined the ranks of the Seleka gradually as2 

they were passing through the towns and heading towards Bangui.  It's true that in3 

Bangui there were traders who came on board, who joined the ranks of Seleka. 4 

There were some traders, some civilians, and Muslims who joined the ranks of the5 

Seleka.6 

Q.   [10:15:31] Madam, you described to the OTP investigators that you were the7 

victim of pillaging by the Seleka.  I'm not going to come back to the details that you8 

did explain in great length during your interview where they actually entered your9 

residence and they wanted to leave with a car and they pillaged your home.10 

My question is:  At that point of time there was a member, someone who was part of11 

your family who asked to speak in Arabic.  Do you consider that the fact that you12 

spoke to them in Arabic minimised the gravity of their actions?13 

A.   [10:16:31] Yes, I do confirm that.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:36] And for the parties who were interested,15 

this is at CAR-OTP-2107-0746.  This is absolutely in line with what the witness said16 

during the investigation phase, yeah.17 

Ms Dimitri.18 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:16:58](Interpretation)19 

Q.   [10:17:00] Madam, you also said that civilians, some civilians joined the Seleka. 20 

You also spoke on Wednesday, last Wednesday, in transcript 250 at 10 o'clock, 5-7,21 

and the FACA had to flee their position and hide -- and go into hiding because of the22 

exactions of the Seleka.   23 

Now, am I right in saying that the civilians helped the Seleka to identify the homes of24 

FACA soldiers who were being hunted down by the Seleka?  I s this something that25 
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you heard or something that was brought to your attention?1 

A.   [10:17:52] Yes, it is quite possible.  The Seleka from the inside of the country2 

did not know the districts of Bangui and the inhabitants, so it is quite possible that3 

Muslim civilians helped them identify the homes of the FACA soldiers.4 

Q.   [10:18:25] Madam, am I right in saying that during the Seleka period, if a Seleka5 

found or identified a FACA member, most of the time he was either arrested or6 

tortured or killed?  So this is what happened in Bangui, right, in 2013? 7 

A.   [10:18:51] Yes, I do confirm that.  That's exactly what happened.8 

Q.   [10:18:57] Madam, I have a document here that I would like to show you. 9 

You've probably not seen this.10 

It's in tab 17, CAR-OTP-2126-2719.11 

Madam, I'd like to draw your attention, I think there's a spelling mistake here.  Can12 

you see in the section -- can we just zoom in, please, Michel Djotodia -- it says13 

"Localisation of Dotodja", and the right column we can see in the neighbourhood14 

"Katin".15 

A.   [10:19:51] I'm sorry, where do we see?16 

Q.   [10:19:55] It's actually written with a K instead of a C -- "Katin", it's written with17 

a "K" instead of a "C". 18 

A.   [10:19:59] And who are we referring to? 19 

Q.   [10:20:01] We are referring to the localisation of Djotodia's dignitaries? 20 

A.   [10:20:05] Yes, I do see that.21 

Q.   [10:20:09] My question is, because I was given to understand, and please do22 

correct me if I am mistaken, you have a home in Cattin.23 

Now, to the best of your knowledge, were there dignitaries of the ministry of defence,24 

of the Seleka regime located in Cattin?25 
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A.   [10:20:32] I cannot respond to that because I've left Cattin and I have given this1 

house to my sister, and when there were security problems, she left and the house2 

was abandoned, so I've got no information on this subject.3 

Q.   [10:20:54] Madam, your -- did your sister leave Cattin during Djotodia's rule?4 

A.   [10:21:06] My sister left Cattin after the Anti-Balaka entered.5 

Q.   [10:21:17] Even though your sister left the Cattin home that you lent to her, you,6 

madam, have you heard of a Seleka called Bichar or Bichara?  He was a merchant7 

and he was a self-proclaimed colonel.  Bichar or Bichara, who was actually working8 

in Cattin, he was a trader in Cattin.9 

A.   [10:21:59] I know Mr Bichara, I've heard of him, not as an inhabitant of Cattin,10 

because he was one of the people in charge of the local market, and since I was11 

working at the mayor's -- at the town hall of Bangui, and it's in this context that12 

I heard of Bichara and not as an inhabitant of Cattin.  I  cannot tell you much on this13 

respect.14 

Q.   [10:22:34] Madam, have you heard of -- have you heard talk of him as a member15 

of the Seleka faction?16 

A.   [10:22:43] Yes, I have.17 

Q.   [10:22:55] Did you also hear that he was basically patrolling in Boeing and18 

Cattin with his men?19 

A.   [10:23:08] In Boeing and Cattin, I cannot confirm that, but I know that he was20 

active.21 

Q.   [10:23:27] Madam, you explained that when you returned to Paris - and here22 

I just want to give you an idea of the time; this is, after 5 December - and you told my23 

colleague yesterday that the Seleka were actually shooting at everything that moved. 24 

And it was at nine hours and 46 minutes.  And you also said to the OTP25 
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investigators that there was not a single sole in the avenue near the airport.  Can you1 

bear this out, please?2 

A.   [10:24:12] Yes, I do confirm that I said this.3 

Q.   [10:24:21] There are so many witnesses who came and who provided testimony4 

here on the reprisals against civilians by the Seleka, notably the Prime Minister Ngaya5 

who talked about these reprisals.  And according to the information that you6 

received from your fellow citizens, do you agree that people fled this region because7 

of the Seleka reprisals, because they were firing at everyone?  Here I'm talking about8 

only 5 December, please.9 

A.   [10:25:01] Yes, I do confirm that, and I heard talk about this.10 

Q.   [10:25:06] Thank you so much.  I'm going to move on to another theme. 11 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:25:18] Mr President, if I could just have one minute.12 

(Counsel confers)13 

Q.  [10:25:37](Interpretation) Madam, in your statement to the OTP Prosecutors, once14 

again it's the same exercise -- you did make a few statements and I just wanted to15 

validate that -- get that validated by you.  You talked about the Anti-Balaka cards16 

and you also -- these are the cards that the Anti-Balaka wanted to have, the ID cards.  17 

Now, this is not of interest to me.  What's of interest to me is:  Am I right in saying18 

that the Seleka had ID cards at some point in time?  Is it something --19 

A.   [10:26:21] I don't know.  I  have no knowledge of that.20 

Q.   [10:26:33] Again on the subject of the Seleka, when you met my colleagues from21 

the OTP, you said that when the Seleka were inside the country - and I'm referring to22 

tab 7, CAR-OTP-2107-0897, page 0898 - and they actually went through PK9, the23 

Seleka went through the PK9 and committed exactions in the PK9, Mbaïki, Boda Road. 24 

Now, do you confirm that you said this, madam?25 
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A.   [10:27:18] Yes, I do confirm I said this.1 

Q.   [10:27:26] Now, again, in your interview with the OTP investigators, you said2 

that when you were the mayor of Bangui, Bangui was in a great turmoil and you say3 

at some point in time - and this is in tab 1, CAR-OTP-2107-0732, page 0748 - you said4 

that the inhabitants had to flee due to the Seleka exactions and that the entire5 

Boy-Rabe fled and they sought refuge in the l'ôpital de l'amitié.  Now, do you confirm6 

this, please?7 

A.   [10:28:18] I confirm this.  The town of Boy-Rabe fled and sought refuge in8 

l'hôpital de l'amitié when the Seleka raided Boy-Rabe for disarmament.  This is -- this9 

is what exactly happened.  They went to the l'hôpital de l'amitié. 10 

Q.   [10:28:43] Are you talking of the disarmament of April or August?11 

A.   [10:28:47] There were so many of them, but this was one of the disarmaments12 

that took place in Boy-Rabe by the Seleka.13 

Q.   [10:28:53] Now, what is of interest to me, madam, is that you told the OTP14 

investigators that the l'hôpital de l'amitié was also attacked by the Seleka.  15 

Now, can you confirm this statement?16 

A.   [10:29:08] Yes, I do confirm this.17 

Q.   [10:29:13] Many people who were in the hospital, l'hôpital de l'amitié, the18 

civilians, were actually slaughtered by the Seleka at more than one instance?19 

A.   [10:29:27] Yes, I can confirm that.20 

Q.   [10:29:28] Madam, did this also happen on 5 December?  To the best of your21 

knowledge, on 5 December, was the l'hôpital de l'amitié attacked by the Seleka?22 

A.   [10:29:46] I cannot say that.  I  don't know.23 

Q.   [10:29:49] That's not a problem, madam.  24 

(Speaks English) I apologise to the interpreter, I just realised that I got into it without25 
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looking at the English transcript.1 

(Interpretation) Madam   Samba-Panza, my next series of questions will be about2 

5 December and the information that you received.  Once again, what's of interest to3 

me and the subject of my next questions is just about the Seleka.4 

Now, you testified that, on 5 December, the Seleka attacked the civilians and you5 

referred to that earlier.  So I would like you to confirm certain words that you spoke6 

to the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor.  And I'm going to read an excerpt7 

to you where you say that the Seleka, when they arrived, they destroyed the houses,8 

the neighbouring houses at KM5, Kilometre 5, where there were Christians - i.e., the9 

non-Muslims - where the non-Muslims were living.  And when you go to Cattin,10 

you go to -- across, and there's a firing area and all the houses have no roofs11 

whatsoever.  There is nothing nowadays.  So they came with flame launchers, the12 

Seleka, and they burnt the houses et cetera, and everything.13 

End of quote.14 

I'm just going to ask you, madam, to confirm your words.15 

A.   [10:31:53] I confirm the words in the following context:  Following the attack of16 

5 December by the Anti-Balaka, there were reprisals by the Seleka, and what17 

I describe there is the reprisals carried out by the Seleka and also the attacks of the18 

Anti-Balaka.  So, following this confrontation and these attacks, a lot of19 

neighbourhoods were attacked and houses were burnt and there was not much left.20 

Q.   [10:32:38] Could you be a bit more explicit on speaking just about the Seleka and21 

the reprisals by the Seleka on that day?  Could you be a bit more explicit when it22 

comes to the reprisals of the Seleka when you say that they burnt the houses around23 

the non-Muslim neighbourhoods and they used flamethrowers? 24 

A.   [10:33:10] How can I be explicit?  There was an attack of the Anti-Balaka on25 
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5 December.  The Seleka reacted and they started to attack civilians and to persecute1 

the Anti-Balaka.  There were reprisals for reprisals, attacks for attacks.  It was chaos2 

and -- on that day and the days that followed.  That's all I can give you by way of3 

information in this regard.4 

Q.   [10:33:42] And in relation to your words according to the fact that the Seleka5 

came with a rocket launchers or flamethrowers to Cattin on 5 December by way of6 

reprisal, I'm going to show you a video and then I will have a few questions about it,7 

if you don't mind.8 

This is 37 in the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2065-1300.9 

* The metadata are at tab 38, CAR-OTP-2065-6204.10 

And for the interpreters, the transcription.. the translation is at tab 39,11 

CAR-D29-0006-0087.12 

Could I have a sign from the interpreters when they're ready. 13 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:35:12] Yes.14 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)15 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:36:42]16 

Q.   [10:36:45] (No interpretation)17 

A.   [10:37:07] That's the Cattin neighbourhood with the Seleka.18 

Q.   [10:37:11] And by way of curiosity, madam, did you recognise anyone?19 

A.   [10:37:17] No, I didn't.20 

Q.   [10:37:26] And I know that we didn't see a large part of the neighbourhood, but21 

the house where the insecurity was, is it close to the pictures that we have just22 

seen -- the house that you had to leave because of the insecurity?23 

A.   [10:37:47] It was about one kilometre from there.24 

Q.   [10:37:51] I'm going to present another video to you and I would like to25 
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thank you for your patience.  I'm the last person to put questions to you and it's1 

always a bit more difficult, but --2 

A.   [10:38:01] I'm at your disposal.  It's no problem.3 

Q.   [10:38:05] So this is at tab 89 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2065-1396.4 

And I'm going to give the interpreters time off for this video because I'm particularly5 

interested in the images on this video and not in the text.6 

Madam, I'm presenting this video to you.  I  would say that we are getting close to7 

your house here, that's the impression I have, and the residence of Ambassador8 

Nimaga.9 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:38:41] Counsel, before you play the video.  10 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:38:43] I'm sorry.11 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:38:44] We don't have a tab 89.  Could you kindly12 

confirm what tab number it is?13 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:38:54](Interpretation) He says he doesn't have tab 89.14 

Q.   [10:39:04] Excuse me, madam.15 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:39:07] You don't have it as a paper copy or you don't have it in16 

Nuix? 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:39:12] In the e-binder in Nuix.18 

(Counsel confers)19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:16] Can you play it from perhaps -- can you20 

play it, perhaps?21 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:39:20] He always does, but I was just trying to assist mister -- 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:24] Well, then it's no problem, I think.  Let's23 

simply play it because we don't need sight translation.  It's about the images. 24 

Thank you.25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [10:39:54] May I ask the court officer to put back the sound though. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:39:59] I think we can play it -- you can play it2 

from the start again.  It's not a problem.  It's not such a long piece.  Please play it3 

again.  Okay.  Thank you.4 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)5 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:40:40]6 

Q.   [10:40:42](No interpretation)7 

A.   [10:40:51] Indeed.8 

Q.   [10:40:52] So this is the road where -- where there was the residence where your9 

sister lived, is it not?10 

A.   [10:41:03] Yes, that's correct, just before the entrance to the ambassador's11 

residence.  Ambassador Nimaga.12 

Q.   [10:41:43] I'm going to ask another question.13 

And this is at tab 90, CAR-OTP-2065-1408 and (Speaks English) it can be broadcast14 

publicly.15 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)16 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:42:40](Interpretation)17 

Q.   [10:42:42] Madam, would I be right to say that the Seleka that we see on the18 

screen is walking towards the Cattin crossing and going towards the house of19 

Ambassador Nimaga and, therefore, your residence or it's in the opposite direction? 20 

A.   [10:43:03] Well, I have the impression that it's not the same entry to go to21 

Ambassador Nimaga's residence.  You have to take a small one-way street to go22 

there, and in taking that road, that one-way road, we, therefore, on the right-hand23 

side, have my villa, but there it's far away.  That's the main road.24 

Q.   [10:43:49] There are certain people who have come to testify here who have25 
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described the Seleka reprisals of 5 December, and they use the term that they went1 

from house to house, from door to door.2 

Now, you indicated that they shot at everything that moved.  I'm going to show you3 

a video, and this is still 5 December and it's still in the morning of 5 December, still4 

the Seleka that we can see on the video, and I'm going to ask you if what we see on5 

the video is what was reported to you by your co-citizens because you were mayor of6 

Bangui at the time.7 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:44:30] So this is at tab 40, CAR-OTP-2065-1568.  And this is a8 

video that is of 26 seconds.  Metadata is at tab 41, CAR-OTP-2065-6338.9 

This is a video which was taken at 9:56 in the morning of 5 December.  It can be10 

presented to the public.11 

And for the interpreters, the translation can be found at tab 42, CAR-D29-0006-0090. 12 

If the interpreters could give me a sign when they are ready.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:25] You're surprised how quick they are14 

today?15 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:45:28] I am.  I  missed it.16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:45:29] Yeah, yeah.  You missed it.  Indeed,17 

they are ready.18 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:12] There was not said so much, I think we20 

can continue, Ms Dimitri.  You understand, yeah.21 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:46:20](Interpretation)22 

Q.   [10:46:30] I noticed that -- is that part of the things that were reported to you;23 

namely, that the reprisals, the Seleka reprisals of 5 December, was that they went24 

from door to door and that they were firing?25 
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A.   [10:46:48] Yes, your Honour.  What was reported to me was that during the1 

attack of 5 December, the Seleka resisted and the Anti-Balaka had to withdraw; and,2 

as such, the Seleka imagined that the Anti-Balaka had to receive the support of the3 

non-Muslim population in order to hide or to help them flee.  And, as such, they4 

were looking for them in the surrounding houses or in the neighbourhoods without5 

being favourable to the Anti-Balaka; and, indeed, that's what was reported to me.6 

Q.   [10:47:36] And when you say in -- that they were going from house to house7 

when they were searching for people and firing, that's what you're saying?8 

A.   [10:47:46] Counsel, what have you put to me?9 

Q.   [10:48:09] I'm going to go on to another subject, Madam.10 

And I still want to speak about 5 December and the following days, but I don't want11 

to speak about the Anti-Balaka, and I don't want to speak about the Seleka.12 

I want to speak about -- well, you used the term "the hooligans", or "voyou", and as a13 

president, I put you in a situation -- you were in a very difficult situation when you14 

said there was chaos at the time.  So I therefore want to talk about the local Central15 

African people -- who was among the Central African population who carried out16 

violent acts, who contributed to this chaos, people who were not part of the17 

Anti-Balaka or part of the Seleka, who were -- or they carried out -- well, they said18 

nasty things against the Muslim religion and they carried out violence against them. 19 

That's my next issue.20 

So would you agree with me that on 5 December and in the following days, local21 

persons, the local population - so rogue elements which were not associated with an22 

armed group - decided to attack civilians, Muslim civilians, whether they were their23 

neighbours or not, in different neighbourhoods of Bangui?24 

A.   [10:49:57] I can confirm that.25 
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Q.   [10:50:01] And would you agree, madam, that these were members of the1 

population in different neighbourhoods of Bangui, including Cattin, Boeing - these2 

neighbourhoods - who were unable at the time to contain their anger or their feeling3 

for violence, and that's one of the reasons why when you gave your speech for peace,4 

you asked people, you asked neighbours, not -- not to see each other as being at fault5 

because the population was incapable of containing their anger in these6 

neighbourhoods of Bangui.  That's correct, is it not?7 

A.   [10:50:51] Yes, that's correct.8 

Q.   [10:50:55] And -- well, I'm not just going to speak, madam, about the9 

non-Muslim population that carried out violent acts against the Muslim population;10 

I'm also going to speak about the Muslim civilian population as well.  11 

Would I be right to say that when you were mayor of Bangui, some Muslim civilians12 

took advantage of the arrival of the Seleka in order -- well, some of them used -- they13 

became more arrogant, more abusive, more violent towards their non-Muslim14 

neighbours, their compatriots?  Would I be right to say that?15 

A.   [10:51:43] When the Seleka arrived or when the Anti-Balaka arrived?16 

Q.   [10:51:47] When the Seleka arrived, when -- in the months following the arrival17 

of the Seleka, would I be right to say that certain Muslim civilians took advantage of18 

the arrival of the Seleka to be more arrogant, more abusive, even violent towards their19 

neighbours who were not Muslim?20 

A.   [10:52:07] I confirm that.21 

Q.   [10:52:17] And would I be right, madam, or have you noted that non-Muslims22 

felt betrayed, sometimes they expressed a feeling of betrayal with regards to their23 

Muslim compatriots?24 

A.   [10:52:36] Yes, I confirm that.25 
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Q.   [10:52:37] And would I also be right -- would I also be right to say, madam, that1 

the more that the governance of the Seleka lasted for a long time, the more the2 

atmosphere among the population degraded?3 

A.   [10:52:59] I confirm that.4 

Q.   [10:53:03] And so, by way of consequence, madam   -- and you made a speech for5 

peace in that regard.  So by way of consequence, it's true to say that the anger of the6 

non-Muslim civilians increased against the Muslims?  The more -- the longer, the7 

more months of the Seleka regime went through, the more this anger increased?8 

A.   [10:53:31] I confirm   that.9 

Q.   [10:53:34] And I would like, madam, to have in your own words how was this10 

anger expressed by the non-Muslim civilians against the Muslims? 11 

A.   [10:53:53] Well, with regards to the organisations of young people, there was12 

human rights organisations of the population.  There was acerbic criticism made13 

against the Seleka authorities and there was discontent.14 

Q.   [10:54:28] And concretely, physically, the non-Muslim civilians who were angry,15 

in particular after 5 December, concretely, how did they treat the Muslims in certain16 

Bangui neighbourhoods?17 

A.   [10:54:45] They reacted to the attacks and they attacked.  There were reprisals18 

against them.  19 

Q.   [10:54:53] And you testified, madam   -- and this is in the transcript at 14:44,20 

transcript T-250.  Now, you indicated that the Central African population or certain21 

members of the Central African population were happy to see people of the Muslim22 

religion in enclaves or to see them leave.  That's at transcript T-250 at 14:00 and 14:44. 23 

Now, you spoke about that earlier. Do I understand from that by way of a consequence, is24 

that there was a feeling for vengeance - and I'm speaking about the non-Muslim25 
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population here - that there was this anger of the non-Muslim population? Was it difficult1 

to control? Did it have the effect which contributed to this -- this feeling among the2 

population, this Muslim population that they wanted to flee?  3 

A.   [10:56:01] I confirm that.4 

Q.   [10:56:04] Madam, in your speech for peace - and this is at tab 16,5 

CAR-OTP-9021 -- tab 16, 2087-*9201.  In your speech, we're going to show it, the6 

mayor of Bangui -- as mayor of Bangui, and it's for this reason that you asked the7 

population not to carry out acts of vengeance, and this was your speech as president8 

of the special delegation of the mayors of Bangui?9 

A.   [10:56:39] I confirm that.10 

Q.   [10:56:40] And just with regards to the speech, my colleague is going to draw11 

your attention to a particular paragraph.  So my colleague from the Office of the12 

Prosecutor indicated to you, and I think she might have led you into an error.  She13 

indicated to you that in the transcript T-250 at -- she put it to you that this was a14 

speech that you gave in August 2013 following disarmament. 15 

And following her suggestion -- and I'm not reproaching you for it -- you told her that16 

you think -- thought she might be right.17 

But I'm going to draw your attention, in fact, to a paragraph from this document,18 

which you referred to a major humanist who had died, Nelson Mandela.  And I put19 

it to you, madam, that Nelson Mandela died on 5 December 2013, and this speech,20 

unlike what my colleague said, it wasn't in August 2013, but after 5 December 2013. 21 

Is that correct?22 

* A.   [10:57:43] It's possible, I can't confirm that.  It's possible. Perhaps some days23 

after the death of Mandela, so it would sill be in December. I don’t know, I don’t24 

remember.25 
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Q.   [10:57:47] That was transcript T-250 at 9:30.1 

A.   [10:57:54] It might have been after a few days after the death of Nelson Mandela,2 

so a few days afterwards.3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:57:57] You have made a good case for that4 

I think, that it was not then August 2013.5 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:58:08](Interpretation)6 

Q.   [10:58:09] Thank you, madam, I wasn't expecting you to remember the exact7 

date.  I  just wanted to draw your attention to this passage about the death of Nelson8 

Mandela.  And, in this regard, in particular with regard to the term "Anti-Balaka",9 

I'm going once again -- because I referred to it before, I'm going to refer to your words10 

that you spoke to the Office of the Prosecutor's investigators.11 

And you stated -- and this is at 0732, and when you spoke about the Anti-Balaka, you said:12 

I put it to you -- I can tell you that I myself were surprised by this Anti-Balaka story. 13 

In December 2013 I was meant to go to Paris. 14 

And you give explanations, and you say:15 

My second day of meeting on the 5th, that was the entry of the Anti-Balaka, the16 

Anti-Balaka attack and that was the first time that I heard people speak about them in17 

France.18 

Do you confirm that, madam?19 

A.   [10:59:15] I confirm my words, but there are errors with regards to my memory. 20 

I said that, as a mayor, I must have been in contact with certain Anti-Balaka for the21 

liberation -- for the freeing of five Muslims.  It's possible that there was a confusion22 

with regards to the date in this regard.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:59:36] May I?  For the completeness of record,24 

it is indeed 0732, but at 0752.25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [10:59:49] Thank you. 1 

Q.   [10:59:58](Interpretation) Madam, again, on the chaotic situation that prevailed2 

and that you had to manage as the mayor of Bangui, and, subsequently, as the3 

president of the republic, I would like to show you a video.4 

Now I'm going to ask you a few questions on the subject. 5 

You talked about several things that contributed to the difficulties, especially there6 

was insufficient international forces -- chaos reigning in the city.  7 

I'm going to show you a video, and then I will have a few questions on that video. 8 

Now, this is tab 43, CAR-OTP-2120-0301.  Transcript is in tab 44,9 

CAR-D29-0006-0005.10 

If I could just get a signal from the booth if they're ready.11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:01:07] The interpreters are ready, English booth.12 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:01:21] No, no problem.  Please play it again.14 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:01:31] I think the problem comes -- I don't want to throw blames,15 

but the sound is cut from this side.  We have no control of it, I don't know why.  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:01:40] You wanted to say that -- or you did say17 

that you don't have the sound just now.18 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:01:46] Yes, and the problem is not on our side.  If the court officer19 

could just assist.20 

(Court officer confers with Trial Chamber)21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:01:59] Well, the problem was if it is confidential22 

or not, and without having heard it, I say it's not confidential.23 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:02:06] I'm going to make it easier for every -- other documents,24 

and I'm sorry because I know you asked me before we started, everything is public25 
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unless I say otherwise.  I  have flags in my paper when it has to be confidential, so we1 

can take -- 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:02:21] And -- 3 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:02:22] -- for granted that it's all public.4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:02:23] So then I think the interpreter is ready, so5 

we can play it now.  Thank you.6 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:02:32](Interpretation of the video excerpt)8 

"Now this has become a daily scene in Bangui.  A group of Christians contained by9 

the Sangaris forces are waiting for an occasion to plunder and attack Muslims. 10 

At each threat, the French soldiers fire a shot in the air to disperse the crowd.  11 

A Muslim man, who was hurt by Christians, comes out of the crowd and he is taken12 

care of by the French soldiers.13 

I don't understand anymore.  I  was attacked.  I  don't know why. 14 

Look how are you leaving me, they took my motorbike.  Look at all of this ...15 

Finally, the man was protected by the African forces.16 

He was evacuated directly and taken home.17 

Because is there a risk?18 

Yes, there is a risk.  He is Muslim and the population is against them.19 

After a few minutes, only two young Muslims who have become the new target of the20 

fury of a crowd, are requesting assistance from the French soldiers.21 

We cannot take on people one by one.22 

The Red Cross is solicited to take them back home ... and they accept to take them on23 

their car.24 

Now, because of the fear of being a target, the humanitarian organisation finally25 
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change their mind and put them back in the protection of the French army.1 

They would actually go back home on a bullet-proof vehicle and they've been booed2 

by Christians who are seeking vengeance."3 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:04:27](Interpretation)4 

Q.   [11:04:28] Madam, we spoke about this yesterday, the chaotic situation in5 

Bangui.  This video dates back to 28 December 2013 while you were still the mayor.6 

Now, the first question:  We can see the Sangaris soldier who wants to help the two7 

Muslims who've been attacked by the crowd, by the mob, and I'm not going to use the8 

word "Christian" -- I have taken note of the fact that they're non-Muslims.  And the9 

soldier says the armoured vehicle basically will go 500 metres and then they will10 

return back home.11 

Now, is this part of the difficulties that the international forces faced to protect the12 

Muslims against the non-Muslims, the fact that they can only travel on the main road13 

and the two poor Muslims should continue to -- continue back home and travel on14 

foot?  Is that true?15 

A.   [11:05:41] Yes, that's true.16 

Q.   [11:05:47] In December 2013, madam, the journalist says that this has become a17 

daily scene, what we just saw on the screen.  Can you confirm that?  Is it the part of18 

a daily scene of Bangui?19 

A.   [11:06:06] Yes, I confirm that.20 

Q.   [11:06:11] I'm going to show another video, madam, and I'm quite mindful of21 

the fact that it's not very nice for you because this is your country and, basically, jolts22 

your memory on what was happening at that point of time, but I really need to ask23 

you a few questions on the subject.24 

So I'm going to show you another video, tab 45, CAR-OTP-2074-0075, 5625 
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seconds -- from the beginning to the 56th second, tab 46, CAR-D29-0006-0001.1 

For the interpreters, it's from line 5 to line 20.2 

So I'm going to show you the video, then I'm going to ask you questions3 

subsequently.4 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:07:39](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 6 

"This morning, certain Christians against attacked a mosque of the district. 7 

Yesterday, it was completely ransacked.  Supreme insult, they actually tore the8 

Koran.  And these Christians called them -- calls themselves9 

"Anti-Balaka" -- anti-machete.  They are grouped as a militia.  They are taking10 

vengeance on the Muslims.11 

When you actually throw away a rotten egg, you don't consume it.  And it's over. 12 

You don't eat it.  The Muslims are like rotten eggs.13 

You're going to continue seeking vengeance.14 

Yes, until the end, until there is a complete cleansing in the country.  We don't want15 

to accept Muslims any more here.16 

There is a lot of hatred against the Muslims that's growing and the reconciliation17 

seems impossible."18 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:08:59](Interpretation)19 

Q.   [11:09:01] Madam, do you agree with me that on the screen you can see a part of20 

the non-Muslim population - and, again, on the theme of the population, I'm saying21 

non-Muslim population - and they were saying harsh things against the Muslims, and22 

these are not isolated words spoken, these are words spoken by a part of the23 

population and not an individual?  Am I right in saying that?24 

A.   [11:09:38] Yes, I can confirm that.25 
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Q.   [11:09:48] Do you also confirm, and again on the non-Muslim population, not1 

only they had very harsh words, but this anger also was translating into what we saw2 

on the screen -- that is to say, destruction of religious monuments like the mosque3 

because the non-Muslim population is incapable of containing their anger and it's4 

resulting in the destruction of mosques?  Do you confirm that?5 

A.   [11:10:29] We've seen that together with you.6 

Q.   [11:10:41] You also indicated during your testimony that you were opposed to7 

the departure of the Muslims from Bangui when transportation was organised.  You8 

spoke about this and you explained that you wanted to avoid the partition of your9 

country, and you wanted social cohesion and reconciliation.10 

Now, drawing from your experience in the field as the mayor, first, and then the11 

president, would you say that this anger we saw from the civilian population, it12 

contributed, it was basically leading to the mass departure of Muslims into adjoining13 

countries?14 

A.   [11:11:46] Now, in this very difficult period that you showed, you had to protect15 

the Muslim population.  The incidents of hatred and violence we saw, we saw the16 

transportation of people and then the security situation changed and then I said we17 

shouldn't continue to take Muslims out from these places but we should try and find18 

solutions so that they can remain in these places so that social cohesion can be19 

installed.  * But during the month of December, January, it was really very hard.20 

Q.   [11:12:30] Thank you so much.  I'm going to come back later on in my21 

questioning to the period where you tried to remain -- where you tried to bring back22 

peace and avoid the departure of Muslims.  I'm going to come back to it later.23 

Now, I'm going to move on to another theme and I would like to talk to you about24 

MISCA, FOMAC, and Chadian -- the Chadian contingent.25 
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Now, at that point in time were you aware of the fact that the Seleka were aided by1 

the FOMAC?2 

A.   [11:13:24] Aided by the FOMAC, that would be pushing it too much.  When the3 

Seleka arrived in Bangui, at the entry -- entrance of the city, the forces were stationed4 

that would prevent the Seleka from entering the Bangui.  So FOMAC was that force5 

and they -- they could not prevent the Seleka from entering the Bangui -- from6 

entering Bangui and taking over the city.7 

Q.   [11:13:59] During this period when you were the mayor or the president, we8 

heard some testimonies in this court, some contingent of FOMAC would have9 

fired -- opened fire on the civilians in Bangui.  We did see some videos, very difficult10 

scenes.  Now, were you privy to this?11 

A.   [11:14:27] Yes, indeed.12 

Q.   [11:14:32] Now, this -- so we've heard about these scenes.  Many people heard13 

about this and did this contribute to the anger of the non-Muslim civilian populations14 

against the Central African Muslim population but of Chadian origin?  I  don't know15 

if you're understanding my question.  So they -- basically, they criticised Chad16 

because of this contingent that opened fire on the civilians.17 

And my question is:  Did that contribute to increasing the anger of the civilian18 

population against the Muslims of Chadian origin?19 

A.   [11:15:23] There's more to that.  The fact that the Seleka have their forces and20 

of -- there was not a population -- problem with the Central Africans.  In fact, there21 

was a lot of confusion.  They thought that the Chadians, the Muslims, were all one,22 

and very often when the Muslim population were being transported to the north and23 

the eastern part of the country, these populations were protected by the Chadian24 

troops.  And when there were attempts to attack the troops, there were reactions. 25 
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The Chadian troops unfortunately opened fire on the population that was around the1 

trucks.  Again, that's a mistake on their part.2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:16:31] May I just ask:  So when the Chadian3 

soldiers, the FOMAC, opened fire, do you recall in which circumstances this was? 4 

You just mentioned it had something to do with the trucks.  Could you perhaps5 

elaborate on that or make it clear for us?  Thank you.6 

THE WITNESS:  [11:17:00](Interpretation) Your Honour, there were these incidents,7 

you see.  From my memory, I really cannot come back to this, but I know that there8 

were incidents along these lines and I reacted and the international community also9 

reacts, and this led the Chadian president to withdraw his troops from the African10 

Union mission in April.  E ight-hundred-and-fifty people were withdrawn and that11 

was problematic because there was a huge gap in the international forces, but I knew12 

that there were incidents when the Muslims were being transported, and they were13 

almost attacked by the Anti-Balaka and where the Chadian forces opened fire.  But14 

I really do not remember exactly the precise facts, your Honour.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:18:01] Yeah, I understand.  Thank you.16 

Ms Dimitri.17 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:18:06] Thank you, Mr President.18 

Q.   [11:18:09](Interpretation) My next theme is the movement of arms.19 

We spoke about this as another problem that you had to encounter.20 

Now, I'm going to show you another video, madam, and then I will have a few21 

questions.22 

It's in tab 47, CAR-OTP-2120-0303.23 

For the interpreters, it's -- the transcription is in tab 28, CAR-D29-0006-0056.24 

Madam, just for your information, this is a video that dates back -- this is a report25 
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by -- from the French TV that dates back to 10 December.  We're going to look at the1 

30 seconds, the first 30 seconds.  I  will have questions, then I'll show you another2 

extract and then I'll have a follow-up question. 3 

If the interpreters are ready.4 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:19:39](Interpretation of the video excerpt)6 

"The Seleka, the Seleka, go against the wall, against the wall, open your legs, open7 

your legs.8 

At this time, this man that the French soldiers are frisking was supposed to be in his9 

home for several hours.  The disarmament has started and the former rebels do not10 

have the right to move around in the city.11 

You've got to go back to your barracks.  You've got to go back to your barracks,12 

agreed?13 

His belongings.14 

No weapon has been found and he would finally be freed."15 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:20:20](Interpretation)16 

Q.   [11:20:21] Madam, you spoke about the billeting of the Seleka and I'm not going17 

to come back to the billeting as a subject, you've actually spoken about it in great18 

detail.19 

My question is specific.  Now, it's not a criticism, it's about the fact that the Seleka20 

were billeted.  Some of the ex-Seleka actually are coming out of their barracks and21 

roaming around the city and this is a security problem.22 

A.   [11:20:50] Yes, of course.23 

Q.   [11:21:07] I'm going to show you another extract from the same video, from24 

00:30 until 01:13.25 
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For the purposes of the record and for the interpreters, it's line --1 

(Counsel confers)2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:21:45] Well, if -- when the --3 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:21:46] It's very short, very short. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:21:46] When the video simply continues, also it5 

should be -- 6 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:21:51] I just don't know where it stops in the transcript.  I  wanted7 

to help them, but they'll figure it out. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:21:56] I'm quite sure our interpreters will figure9 

it out.  So I think can play it.10 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)11 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:22:03](Interpretation of the video excerpt)12 

"Now, in this district that was hard hit by exactions, the French soldiers have put in13 

place a checkpoint where they frisk all inhabitants in cars.14 

Can you give up, please?  Machetes.15 

Several machetes have been hidden, even in the most unexpected places.  In a few16 

hours these are the weapons that have been confiscated -- Kalashnikovs, hunting17 

rifles, rockets and most of them on civilians.  Their owners have been retained and18 

they have been interrogated secretly in this boutique."19 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:23:01](Interpretation)20 

Q.   [11:23:05] Madam, you spoke about the movement of arms.  You also heard21 

and seen how the weapons were confiscated, and the journalist said that most of the22 

weapons were actually confiscated from civilians.23 

Now, my question on the theme of civilian population -- now, do you confirm that the24 

free movement of weapons was not only a phenomenon related to grouped25 
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arms -- armed groups but even many civilians that were not affiliated with any armed1 

group were also armed?2 

A.   [11:23:47] You see, these civilians could be Anti-Balaka as well.  They could be3 

Anti-Balaka.  You can't make them out.  Not all the Anti-Balaka were wearing4 

amulets.  It is true -- (Overlapping speakers)5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:24:04] You're too quick.6 

MS DIMITRI:  Oh, sorry.  Sorry.7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  There was -- I understand, but there were, I would8 

say, a significant overlap.  So please start your question again.9 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:24:14](Interpretation)10 

Q.   [11:24:17] I understand, madam, is it true that it is not all armed civilians who11 

were Anti-Balaka.  We agree with that?  Do you agree?12 

A.   [11:24:25] Yes, yes, I do.13 

Q.   [11:24:47] Now, due to this problem, do we agree that even in a zone, it is14 

extremely difficult to check all armed individuals.  Some would be part of the Seleka,15 

of the Anti-Balaka or armed groups, and some are just non-Muslim civilians in a zone16 

holding weapons, so we really cannot check everyone; am I right in saying so?17 

A.   [11:25:22] Yes, you are.18 

(Counsel confers)19 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:25:37](Interpretation)20 

Q.   [11:25:38] Madam, I'm going to show you the end of the report of the21 

documentary, of the same documentary that we just saw, and this time it'll be from22 

01:15 to 01:36, and then I'm going to have a few questions.  And I'm going to ask you23 

to pay special attention to the owner of the shop that we can see at 01:32.24 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [11:26:08](Interpretation of the video excerpt)1 

"Right.  The disarmament complement is being -- is seemingly under control in2 

certain districts of the city.  There are incidents of violence and pillaging.  And3 

Bangui is again plunged into a situation of chaos."4 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:26:40](Interpretation)5 

Q.   [11:26:43] Madam, I don't know if you observed, because I don't know to what6 

extent the images are clear at your end.  We can see pillagers who are basically7 

rushing to a shop and we can see at one point, 32 seconds, the owner of the shop has a8 

machete in his hands.  He is Muslim and he wants to protect his shop against the9 

pillagers.10 

Now, you explained yesterday that the voluntary disarmament was really slow. 11 

There was a lot of tension. The journalist spoke about chaos and people wanted to12 

protect themselves.13 

Now everything we saw, the videos that we saw, pillaging included, it was part of the14 

reasons why the members of the Central African population, including armed groups,15 

wanted to protect themselves and wanted to protect their belongings, and they16 

wanted to basically retain their weapons, whether it were bladed weapons or not.17 

A.   [11:27:55] Yes, I did say that yesterday.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:28:01] Can we perhaps freeze it at 01:32 again? 19 

I would like to see the still image actually, just for the impression, for my own20 

impression.21 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:28:13] Of course.22 

(Viewing of video excerpt)23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:28:26] Stop.  Okay.  Thank you very much.24 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:28:37] There is a -- I can come back to it with a reference by the end25 
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of today.  There is a very clear picture taken by a journalist.  It's an HD picture of1 

that scene where you see it much better.  We'll give you the reference by the end of2 

today.3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:28:56] We can do it after the break, the lunch4 

break.5 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:28:59] Yeah, yeah.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:29:02] Good.  Thank you.7 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:29:03] And I'm just going to use this natural pause to ask your8 

Honours, what's the timing today?9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:29:11] Well, I was -- actually I wanted to decide10 

it on the spot, so since you are asking me, well, I thought it would be best to go until11 

12:00 and then have the lunch break until one o'clock, and then have another12 

two-hour session and hopefully finish by then.  If not, we would have -- we could13 

continue until -- 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:29:36] Let's give it a -- let's see.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:29:39] Yeah, but, but -- well, I have the16 

impression -- you know, I want to encourage you.  I  have the impression that you're17 

making progress, but I don't know, of course.  Please continue.18 

And the answers of Madam   Samba-Panza today are very succinct and short.19 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:30:06](Interpretation)20 

Q.   [11:30:07] Madam, I'm going to change subject.  Well, you spoke a bit about the21 

disarming of the 3rd arrondissement and the fact that this was a22 

demand -- a recurring problem.23 

I would like you to listen to an exchange during your speech of 18 April 2014 where a24 

speaker questions you with regards to disarming of the 3rd arrondissement.  I  would25 
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like you to listen to what was said and then I'll have a precise question to put to you1 

on this issue.2 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:30:46] And this is at tab 15 of the binder, the Defence binder,3 

CAR-OTP-2042-0853, from 1 minute -- no, I'm sorry, from 01:03:01 to 1:04:04.4 

The transcript, for the interpreters, is at tab 16 of the Defence binder,5 

CAR-D29-0006-0060, lines 821 to 834.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:58] We are ready.7 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)8 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:32:02](Interpretation of the video excerpt)9 

"So if we go back to the subject of peace, today we note that KM5 has become as a10 

state within a state and that's something that's not good.  Even if it's not a way of11 

disarming the KM5 by force, we have to find another method because our brothers12 

from KM5 are Central Africans as we are.  What can we do to go to meet them and13 

raise awareness for them and to get them to put down their weapons so that we can14 

circulate among ourselves?  We've managed to have exchanges by phone because15 

I'm the leader of students at the university and these -- they're not Christians. 16 

They're also Muslims.  You will have followed on RFI, I spoke about the secularism17 

of the university and we have friends, Muslim friends at KM5 who we telephone and18 

they've told us, Madam   President, and I'm going to tell you today that they would19 

like to be able to go out and walk around as their Christian brothers do among them20 

at KM5, that there are mercenaries who are there and who have taken hostages, taken21 

them by hostage, and we ask that they be identified and that these mercenaries be22 

identified and that they are disarmed so that they will be free to walk around and are23 

ready to do so."24 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:33:38](Interpretation)25 
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Q.   [11:33:40] Madam, in this exchange, would I be right to say that when the1 

individual mentions the presence of mercenaries who are at PK5 and who are people2 

making problems within PK5, the mercenaries referred to, that is the Seleka who are3 

armed, and they are in PK5; is that correct?4 

A.   [11:34:04] Yes, that's correct.5 

Q.   [11:34:13] And when this person mentions that the mercenaries have taken6 

hostages, are they referring to the Muslims who are in PK5 and who are with these7 

mercenaries who are heavily armed; is that correct?8 

A.   [11:34:31] Yes.9 

Q.   [11:34:38] I'll now go into another subject.  We are making progress.10 

So my next subject is very short, once again.11 

I'm going to take up the words that you said to the investigators of the Office of the12 

Prosecutor, and then I'll ask you to confirm them.  So I'm going to speak about the13 

Anti-Balaka.14 

Now, you described the Anti-Balaka to my colleague as being a myriad of movements,15 

of non-structured groups which were spread out, and you stated that at16 

10 o'clock -- 10:49, and that's in transcript 251.17 

And is it correct, madam, to say that this was in the prefecture of the villages, the18 

small groups, small self-defence groups at the time, at the start of this myriad of19 

movements coming into creation, that these groups were independent one from each20 

other and that that was a phenomenon that was happening pretty much everywhere21 

in the country; would that be correct?22 

A.   [11:35:52] That's correct.23 

Q.   [11:36:03] Now, you also during your testimony spoke about infiltration within24 

the movement by bandits, by young rogue elements, by idlers.25 
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Would it be right, madam, to say that the journalists and the population were not -- or1 

they didn't always make a difference or a differentiation when you said they didn't2 

have distinctive signs, the Anti-Balaka -- it's something you said on several occasions. 3 

But the journalists or even certain members of the population, they couldn't4 

distinguish, or they didn't distinguish always between them, and they would put this5 

Anti-Balaka label onto people who were not in fact, a bit like putting a Christian label6 

onto people who were animists; is that correct?7 

A.   [11:36:51] Counsel, we've been speaking about this for three days.8 

Q.   [11:36:57] I understand your impatience, madam, but my question had a slightly9 

different sense to it.  You're the one who spoke about infiltration.  I  shan't go back10 

to it, but what I'm asking you is whether it's correct to say that this label, Anti-Balaka,11 

was put on people who were not Anti-Balaka?  This is a question that wasn't put to12 

you.13 

A.   [11:37:22] Ngaïssona himself said that.  I  myself have said that, and we've14 

said -- I've said it to you.  And people have said it to you as well.15 

Q.   [11:37:40] A   last question on this subject, madam.16 

Would we agree that there were -- at the time when you were mayor of Bangui, there17 

was a huge amount of disinformation coming from journalists?  Some classified as18 

bandits the Anti-Balaka just because they were creating disorder?19 

A.   [11:38:14] If you read that in the press, yes, certainly.20 

Q.   [11:38:19] Another issue, a very short issue.21 

You explained, madam, that they didn't have distinctive signs, markings.  Now,22 

during your interview with the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor, you23 

made a reference to somebody who was offering you their services to walk your dogs. 24 

This is somebody who you continued to use their services for a certain amount of25 
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time without noting that this person was Anti-Balaka until that person said to you1 

that "I am Anti-Balaka," and at that time I think you ended the use of this person's2 

services.  Would you confirm that?3 

A.   [11:39:12] He's not the person who said that he was Anti-Balaka.  It was my4 

entourage who said that.  I  had an enemy in my entourage -- sorry, in my5 

surroundings.  I  had an enemy in my environment.6 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:39:34] If I could have just a moment, please.7 

(Counsel confers)8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:39:37] Of course.9 

THE WITNESS:  [11:39:57](Interpretation) I'm tired.10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:00] Madam   Samba-Panza, we heard what11 

you said, that you are tired and we fully understand that.  Would you appreciate --12 

THE WITNESS:  [11:40:09](Interpretation) I'm sorry, your Honour.  I  apologise.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:11] You don't have to apologise.  You cannot14 

hide anything from this Chamber.  Would it assist you if we made a break now? 15 

Would this assist you, or can we go on for another 15 minutes, let's say, and have the16 

break then?17 

THE WITNESS:  [11:40:33] Yes, can I still be patient for 15 minutes, your Honour. 18 

There's no problem.19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:40:38] Thank you so much,20 

Madam   Samba-Panza.21 

Ms Dimitri.22 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:40:53](Interpretation)23 

Q.   [11:40:56] Madam, I'm going to go and take up another subject -- two or three24 

questions with regards to this subject to get some points of clarification from you.25 
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Now, you mentioned a document, and I'll put it to you on the screen.  When you1 

spoke about the delegation that was led by Kokaté.  And you will remember2 

yesterday you got this document from the binder of documents that were near you,3 

and I'll show it to you on the screen.  4 

My colleague will take it down a bit.  * It's at tab 19, CAR-OTP-2087-9289.5 

And I'm not going to go back to that or the interview that you had, you were very6 

precise.  But I just have one question, madam.7 

When you had your interview with the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor,8 

they presented to you this document and they showed it to you -- this same document. 9 

So you weren't the person who provided it, because from what I understood is that10 

you were looking for documents in your archives, you provided a certain number of11 

documents and they also showed you documents which they had available to them.12 

Now, this is the Prosecutor who presented you with this document, it didn't come13 

from your archives, and you -- well, they also asked if you had already seen this14 

document, if you remember this document and there, you see, "I haven't seen it -- no." 15 

"I haven't seen it", referring to this document.  All that I ask you, madam, if you16 

could confirm your words.  And that document was CAR-OTP-2087-9289.17 

A.   [11:42:51] Yes, certainly.  I  don't understand.18 

Q.   [11:43:08] Madam, I know it's difficult for you, but your interview with the19 

investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor isn't in evidence, so, necessarily, I have to20 

put questions to you which have been put to you at the time, quite simply because21 

I have to put that into the case file.22 

I'm also tired.  I've got a very bad fever, but I want to finish today because I know23 

that you want to go home.  And I apologise if it seems repetitive to you, but I have to24 

go through the interview that you had with the investigators of the Office of the25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-252-ENG CT WT 27-10-2023 38/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS: CAR TCV P 0952

27.10.2023          Page 39

Prosecutor.  And I'm   -- fortunately, I'm the last person putting questions to you, so1 

that's a consequence that I have to undergo, and I apologise but I'm trying to move2 

forward as fast as I possibly can?3 

A.   [11:43:59] Your Honour, I apologise to Maître Dimitri if I showed any impatience.4 

I apologise, counsel, but as they are the same questions or comments with regards to5 

things that have already been said.  That was why I didn't understand.  I'm not6 

used to that.  Please excuse me.  I'm at your disposal.7 

Q.   [11:44:21] You don't have to apologise.  I  fully understand.  It's the fourth day8 

for everybody and in particular for you.9 

So on this point, I would also ask you to confirm the words that you gave to the Office10 

of the Prosecutor, and this is my last, or my second last question on this subject, on11 

this issue.12 

Now, you described the Anti-Balaka from the north when you met the investigators13 

of the Office of the Prosecutor, and you describe those from the south.  And you14 

stated from the south there is Kamezolai, there is Rambo.  And all I ask, madam, is to15 

confirm   your words, that's all, if you would be so kind. 16 

A.   [11:45:07] Yes, I confirm them, counsel.17 

Q.   [11:45:09] Thank you very much, madam.  18 

Last question on these meetings with the Anti-Balaka.  You mentioned the meeting19 

that took place with your -- or at your residence, that took place at your residence. 20 

And there's a clarification that you didn't give during your testimony here which you21 

gave at the time to the investigators of the Office of the Prosecutor, and you indicated22 

that this meeting at your residence at the time that you became President of the23 

Central African Republic.  You state that this meeting at your residence had been24 

initiated, or organised, by MISCA.  And I think that there you're referring to General25 
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Essongo, and I would ask you to confirm your remarks.1 

A.   [11:46:07] There were two generals, in fact, who were managing this period at2 

the time:  General Essongo who was the representative of the mediator in the Central3 

African Republic, and there was also another one who was more active in this field of4 

contact than Essongo, and I no longer remember the name of that person, of that5 

general, so I no longer remember.  Yes.6 

Q.   [11:46:37] I think you're either referring to General Mokoko or Garcia?7 

A.   [11:46:45] Garcia -- General Garcia.  Now, I have lost that; but, yes, General8 

Garcia.9 

Q.   [11:46:53] And the meeting in your residence that had been organised by --10 

A.   [11:46:58] Garcia.11 

Q.   [11:46:59] And to the best of your knowledge, General Essongo, did he also12 

participate in the organisation or in the initiative which was behind that; do you13 

know that?14 

A.   [11:47:10] No, I don't know, but it was -- for me it was, rather, Garcia.15 

Q.   [11:47:19] Very well, thank you, madam.  I'll change subject, once again.  16 

I would like to present to you a video which has the date of March 2014 and is17 

therefore the time that you were president.  And this is a rally, and just to put you in18 

the context, I will -- starting about reconciliation and social cohesion.  And I'm going19 

to present you with a video -- I'm going to present a video, I'm going to present three20 

extracts.  21 

It lasts for 51 minutes normally, but I'm just going to -- well, my colleague is just22 

going to play three excerpts therefrom.  This is a meeting, a rally at the Omnisport23 

stadium.  And I'll present you the three excerpts, and then I have some questions to24 

put to you and then we'll have the break.25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-252-ENG CT WT 27-10-2023 40/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS: CAR TCV P 0952

27.10.2023          Page 41

And -- so it's at tab 85 of the Defence, CAR-OTP-2023-1831.  And the transcript is at1 

tab 86, for the interpreters, of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2127-6561.2 

The first excerpt, for the record, is from 01:13, and -- from the start, 01:13. 3 

And for the interpreters, it's from lines 1 to 33.  4 

And thereafter I will indicate -- later on indicate the second and third excerpts.5 

Can I have a sign from the interpretation booth when you are ready, please.6 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [11:49:48](Interpretation of the video excerpt)8 

"Indeed, a large prayer took place this morning in the place where we play football9 

called Omnisport in the town of Bangui.  It has brought together the children of10 

Central African Republic who are Muslim, Catholic believers and Protestants.  These11 

are the services of the minister of solidarity and information and -- which were12 

behind the initiative of this meeting of prayers.  This meeting between Catholics,13 

Protestants and Muslims has the aim of bringing them to an understanding, an14 

agreement after the confrontation which has opposed Muslims against Christians15 

since the start of taking of power by the Seleka until today.  The major resolution16 

that has resulted therefrom is the return to peace."17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:50:55] Yes.18 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:51:03](Interpretation)19 

Q.   [11:51:04] So the second excerpt, this is from 28:30.  This is still the same video,20 

madam.21 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)22 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:51:25](Interpretation)23 

Q.   [11:51:25] And the third excerpt, from 44 minutes to 44:12.  And that's towards24 

the end of the video and the translation isn't necessary.25 
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(Viewing of the video excerpt)1 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:52:00](Interpretation)2 

Q.   [11:52:01] So, madam, yesterday, you saw a video in which you recognised your3 

minister for reconciliation, and you stated that he was in charge of social cohesion,4 

and that you had indicated on Wednesday at 14:54 in transcript 250, that Sebastien5 

Wenezoui had made a lot of efforts for social cohesion.  And the video that we've6 

just seen, I don't know if you were able to recognise Madam Montaigne, your former7 

minister for reconciliation.  I showed you Mr Wenezoui and Rombhot Yekatom. 8 

Now, this video, this ceremony at the Omnisport area, was this one of the initiatives9 

for reconciliation and social cohesion organised by your government, madam?10 

A.   [11:53:08] Yes, that's what was said in the video.11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:17] Well? 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:53:19] I have another subject, so I'm in your hands, if you want the13 

break now or after.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:53:29] I think let's have a break until 2 o'clock15 

now so that everybody can -- 2 o'clock was of course wrong.  It's, you know, of16 

course 1 o'clock, not -- 2 o'clock would be too extensive.17 

And so we come back together here at 1 o'clock.  Thank you.18 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:53:50] All rise.19 

(Recess taken at 11.53 a.m.)20 

(Upon resuming in open session at 1.02 p.m.)21 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:03:06] All rise.22 

Please be seated.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:03:26] Good afternoon, everyone.24 

Ms Dimitri, you have the floor.25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [13:03:30] Thank you, Mr President.1 

Q.   [13:03:37](Interpretation) Good afternoon once again, Madam President.  I'd2 

like to ask you to turn on your microphone, if you could.  I  can see your lips moving3 

but no sound.4 

A.   [13:03:57] Yes, thank you.5 

Q.   [13:04:01] Now the next topic, ma'am, and I reassure you I don't want to talk6 

about politics at all, I just want to see whether you know a person, Souleymane7 

Daouda, who was a Seleka combatant of the Muslim faith and became minister of8 

education under the Faustin Touadera government.9 

Does that name ring a bell?  He has passed away.  He is no longer alive, actually,10 

unfortunately.11 

A.   [13:04:40] Yes, I do know that name.12 

Q.   [13:04:41] I'd like to show you some video footage now, just a few screenshots,13 

and we will see this person and then I will have a number of questions for you.14 

This is tab 70 of the Defence tab, and this is CAR-OTP-2055-2610.15 

And the translation, for the interpreters, is at tab 72, CAR-OTP-2122-2271.16 

And for the record, we are going to view from 3 minutes to 3:49, lines 100 to 112. 17 

And then I will play another excerpt and then I'll put my question to you.18 

So you will be seeing this person, in actual fact, Mr Souleymane, on the screen.19 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:06:04] If we could have the sound back, please.  Thank you.20 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)21 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:06:16](Interpretation of the video excerpt)22 

"... Bangui is in utter chaos. ...23 

Journalist:  Captain Souleymane and his men continue to hold this position even24 

though the Seleka generals have already begun to flee. ...25 
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And today the post is being held by a number of soldiers from the African Union. 1 

We meet up with Captain Souleymane, his life have certainly changed.  The Seleka2 

are accused of having committed many exactions and the Christians are taking their3 

revenge.  Most of the former rebels have fled.  As for Souleymane he decided to4 

remain, but he's keeping a low profile."5 

End of sight translation.6 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:07:07](Interpretation)7 

Q.   [13:07:09] Now I'd like to play another excerpt for you, ma'am, before I put my8 

question to you.9 

And this is line 178 to line 188 and 6:42 to 7:05.10 

And I will just wait for the interpreter to gesture. 11 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)12 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:07:51](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 13 

"Journalist:  Souleymane takes us to over to greet one of his old acquaintances. ...14 

What a surprise, this is Master Corporal Rombot who has just shaved.  The two men15 

who were shooting at one another six weeks again met up at the hospital.  They have16 

known each other for years."17 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:08:21](Interpretation)18 

Q.   [13:08:24] Now, ma'am, you made mention of the horrible incident that led to all19 

your efforts coming to naught when the Seleka people were lynched and you -- this20 

was at the ENAM and you said something that really struck me yesterday, you said21 

that when -- you said, quote:  "When we get out of the plane in Brazzaville we have22 

to come out of the plane all together at the same time, this is a sign of reconciliation."23 

We've seen some footage from February 2014, we have seen a Seleka fighter, and on24 

the other side we see a non-Seleka fighter, and was this one of the signs of25 
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reconciliation that you were hoping to demonstrate at ENAM at the time and during1 

your government? 2 

A.   [13:09:27] Yes, counsel.3 

Q.   [13:09:30] Thank you, ma'am.  I  would now like to move on to something else,4 

and I reassure you, each time we move on to something else, that means we are5 

getting closer to the end of your testimony. 6 

And just before we move on to the next topic, your Honour, I was referring to a7 

photograph that you wanted to see.  You wanted to see the high definition8 

version -- (Speaks English) I don't know why I'm speaking in French to you, it's9 

CAR-OTP-2096-1646.  It's taken by a different photograph, but it's the same -- it's the10 

same scene. 11 

(Interpretation) Ma'am, during your testimony on Wednesday, transcript 250, you12 

said -- you made mention of acts of violence and abuse against Muslim civilians by13 

Anti-Balaka elements.  Now, some witnesses have come before this Court before you14 

to give testimony, approximately 60 such witnesses, during this trial, including a15 

number of Muslims who came and gave testimony, including a number of imams. 16 

And they specifically, and I refer to P-159 and P-166, who provided examples of17 

leaders associated with the Anti-Balaka who took a number of initiatives with a view18 

to protecting Muslim civilians and specifically said that they were -- that they were19 

after the Seleka and they were not going to harm the Muslim civilian population. 20 

And they said that the civilians should be left in peace.  These people, these21 

Anti-Balaka leaders' words led to a lessened tension amongst the civilians.22 

Would you agree with me, ma'am, that one cannot make -- one cannot generalise? 23 

When it is said that there were actions taken against civilians and that Seleka and24 

civilians were likened to one another, would it be fair to say that we can't make such25 
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generalisations?1 

A.   [13:12:11] In all situations there are exceptions, counsel.2 

Q.   [13:12:15] Thank you, ma'am.  I  would now like to move on to something else3 

and I would like to talk about Boda, actually.  You made mention of Boda, you4 

talked about it quite a bit.  And you wanted Boda to be an example of reconciliation.  5 

And so what I'd like to do with you today, because Boda will be a longer topic for me,6 

but allow me to explain why.  There were several initiatives to bring about7 

reconciliation in Boda and I would like to look at them in chronological order because8 

these initiatives occurred during your term of office.  And I'll be asking you some9 

specific questions, I don't want to hark back to what you said yesterday, but I will try10 

to situate a number of events in Boda in time.  Is that all right with you?11 

Am I correct, ma'am, in saying that when you began your term of office as head of12 

state, the situation in Boda was calm, and it was only a few days after you took up13 

your duties, late January, when the Seleka left Boda that the situation in Boda became14 

critical?15 

A.   [13:13:45] I agree. 16 

Q.   [13:13:54] In response to a question from one of the legal representatives of17 

victims you said that there were various initiatives to ensure peace would return to18 

Boda. 19 

I would like to show you some documents and place some video footage that speak to20 

such initiatives from your government which you did not mention when you were21 

giving testimony earlier.  22 

So I'd like to show you a mission order signed by your prime minister Mr Nzapayeke. 23 

And this is a mission order for mediation in Boda and I'd like to show it to you and24 

ask you whether you remember it.  25 
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This is tab 58, CAR-OTP-2100-1699.  CAR-OTP-2100-1699, tab 58. 1 

Now, the first paragraph indicates that this is a mission order for a trip to Boda for a2 

mediation and security mission.  And it's been signed by Andre Nzapayeke, your3 

prime minister.  The Sangaris and MISCA are copied on this mission order.  The4 

date is March 2014.  Apparently there were some press conferences by government5 

members that explained what happened.  Do you remember that for -- that first6 

particular stage, the first initiatives?7 

A.   [13:15:54] Yes, I do remember that. 8 

Q.   [13:16:03] I would now like to play an audio recording for you.  This is a press9 

conference by an adviser at the prime minister's office subsequent to the10 

minister's -- the prime minister's mission.  I'll play it to you and then I will ask my11 

question.12 

This is tab 59, CAR-OTP-201 -- tab 59, CAR-OTP-2042-3464.  Transcript is at tab 60,13 

CAR-D29-0006-0053. 14 

And I will just wait for a sign from the interpretation booth. 15 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:17:09] The interpreters are ready.16 

(Playing of the audio excerpt)17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:17:15](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 18 

"Unidentified speaker:  The anger of the Christians.  They have had time to explain19 

to us why they do not want to cooperate with the Muslims.  20 

Initially, they said that they were natives of the town of Boda and that they agreed to21 

receive the Muslims in their homes.  22 

As for the Christians themselves, they were not able to understand why it was only23 

on the date of 28 January that this unfortunate event occurred in Boda ... and they24 

wonder, they wonder why, why the houses were torched, why there were deaths,25 
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why they were not ready to reconcile.  And until the Muslims give them clear1 

explanations, they don't want to reconcile with them.  2 

We tried to talk with the Christians.  We tried to go further, but the message - and3 

I'm not going to hide this from you - the message was difficult.  4 

For them, they agreed -- they accepted the Muslims in their homes.  The Muslims5 

came, they did everything.  They made money, according to their own words. 6 

There were children with the Muslims.  And even when the Seleka had arrived in7 

Boda, the Muslims did receive the Seleka in Boda.  They, the natives, they also8 

received elements from the Seleka coalition in Boda.  They lived in perfect harmony. 9 

There was no trouble in Boda.  But, to their great surprise, last 28 January, ... after the10 

departure of the elements of the Seleka coalition, a few hours thereafter, the Muslim11 

took up arms to attack them, and torched their houses.  And so they had to defend12 

themselves.  And a few days after that, the Anti-Balaka were obliged to regroup in13 

order to defend themselves."14 

End of the sight translation. 15 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:19:34](Interpretation) 16 

Q.   [13:19:36] I'm sorry for the delay, I was just waiting for the English interpreter to17 

finish the sight translation.18 

Now, what we just heard during the press conference given by the adviser at the19 

prime minister's office, does this correspond to the beginning of the crisis in Boda?20 

A.   [13:19:52] Yes, indeed.  Entirely. 21 

Q.   [13:19:58] You also gave testimony in response to a question put by the22 

Presiding Judge that after the bishop in Mbaiki intervened, you also decided to send a23 

mission of people to Boda to look into what was actually going on.  24 

Transcript 249, time stamp 12:13.25 
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I would like to play some other footage, an audio from Radio Centrafrique, that1 

makes mention of the situation, and then after we listen to that I will have a question2 

for you.3 

Tab 61, CAR-OTP-2042-4040.  Transcription tab 62, CAR-OTP-2122-9433. 4 

And once again, I will wait for a signal from   the interpretation booth. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:21:19] Yes, they are ready. 6 

(Playing of the audio excerpt)7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:21:23](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 8 

"Journalist:  The situation in Boda is extremely difficult; two communities that have9 

always lived together - the Muslim community and the non-Muslim community, that10 

have lived together for so many years - have begun to kill one another and reject one11 

another.  The government and the national transitional counsel decided to travel, to12 

make a two-day trip on 13 and 14 May 2014 to Boda, to listen to each party, they13 

listened to the people, and now today, the government and the national transitional14 

council are able to see -- say with accuracy what really happened and what the causes15 

of the slaughter was, a slaughter that has plunged this very rich part of the republic16 

into mourning.  The non-Muslim community criticises the Muslim community, with17 

whom they have always lived together, for rising up one fine day just like that and18 

beginning to kill people.  The non-Muslim community began to flee and took refuge19 

at the Saint-Michel  church, many of them fled into the bush, the death toll is20 

considerable, both sides agree on that point.  The Muslim community, in turn, said21 

that they were only defending themselves.  The non-Muslim community lost22 

everything, because the houses torched, property destroyed, and many people were23 

killed in Boda.  At present, the non-Muslim community is asking - and this is not24 

negotiable - they are asking for all the Muslims to leave Boda.  On the other hand,25 
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the Muslim community, in turn, they are saying that they are ready to accept the1 

pardon or the apologies of the non-Muslim community.  And they are ready to2 

relearn how to live together with their non-Muslim brothers."3 

End of the sight translation.4 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:23:42](Interpretation) 5 

Q.  [13:23:44] Ma'am, when you gave testimony to the effect that you decided to send6 

a group of people to Boda to look into the situation and after the bishop in Mbaiki7 

and the prefect in Lobaye intervened, was this the mission you were referring to?  8 

* We heard in this audio recording that the government and the national transition9 

council made a two-day trip to Boda on 13 and 14 May 2014.  Was this the10 

government mission you were referring to?11 

A.   [13:24:17] After the bishop of Boda intervened, and the prefect of Boda, that was12 

the mission led by Mr Demafouth which I sent to Boda. 13 

Q.   [13:24:43] Ma'am, I'm going to try to refresh your memory.  And I'm not trying14 

to be critical.  I realise many things did happen.  Mr Demafouth's mission, and I'm15 

telling you this off the top of my head, correct me if I'm wrong, that mission was very16 

late in 2014, that was the task force mission where he re-established the legal17 

authorities in that area.  But before Mr Demafouth went to Boda, there was a joint18 

mission with the national transitional council and your government to take stock of19 

what was going on in Boda, get a feel for the situation, and that mission was done by20 

a number of ministers.  I will mention them to you.  Mr Moloto, for instance, from21 

the national transitional council.  Does that refresh your memory?  22 

First of all you sent a number of ministers and then you sent Mr Demafouth for23 

practical measures in the field?24 

A.  [13:25:50] That mission was much more structured and led by the prime25 
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minister and the prime minister's office.  More by the government and the prime1 

minister.2 

Q.   [13:26:02] Very well.  And once again, the audio recording that we just heard3 

makes mention of the situation after the government mission and by the national4 

council, and this summed up the situation in Boda as was reported to you.5 

A.   [13:26:28] Yes. 6 

Q.   [13:26:32] Am I also correct in saying that the bishop of Mbaiki and the prefect7 

of Lobaye had come all the way to Bangui to have a meeting with you?8 

A.   [13:26:50] That's what I said in my statement. 9 

Q.   [13:27:05] And the mission that was just mentioned, we just heard an initial10 

report about it, am I right in saying that in addition to Gaétan Roch Moloto,11 

representing Lobaye within the national transitional council, there were also a12 

number of ministers, Isabelle, Colonel Wangao? 13 

A.   [13:27:36] I no longer recall.14 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:27:38] Interpreter correction:  The minister mentioned in15 

the question was Isabelle Gaudeuille.16 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:27:46] (Interpretation)17 

Q.   [13:27:46] I'd like to show another recording -- or play another recording.  This18 

is a joint press conference, a joint press conference given by the national transitional19 

council and your government, and during the conference they report on their findings20 

after their mission to Boda.  This is tab 93, CAR-OTP-20 -- tab 93, and the transcript21 

is tab 94, CAR-OTP-2127-6298, lines 1 to 27 and then lines 30 to 37.22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:28:57] The interpreters are ready, so we can play23 

it.24 

(Playing of the audio excerpt)25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [13:29:05] Sight translation. 1 

(Interpretation of the video excerpt) 2 

"GM:  Dear gentlemen from the public and private press --" 3 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:29:39] I'm sorry that I stopped it, but I don't see the screen4 

for -- for -- yes, thank you very much. 5 

Q.   [13:29:47] (Interpretation) You can't see the actual image?6 

A.   [13:29:51] Yes, I can see it.  I have it in front of me. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:29:57] Okay, then we replay it without the8 

music.  It was nice music, really, it's something that loses the tension a little bit also9 

in the courtroom.  However, I think we are more into what has been said at the time.10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:30:13] Sight translation. 11 

(Interpretation of the video excerpt) 12 

"GM:  Dear gentlemen from the public and private press, the national transitional13 

council has asked you to come here today to this press conference to have a14 

discussion with you about the important mission that has been entrusted to us in the15 

Lobaye, missions that were conducted from 13 to 19 May 2014, I was honoured to16 

lead the mission.  I  am Moloto-A-Kenguemba Gaétan Roch and I am the national17 

councillor.  I represent La Lobaye on the national transitional council.  I led a18 

parliamentary mission intended to raise awareness of peace, reconciliation and19 

assistance to the people living in the provinces of the Central African Republic, more20 

specifically in the Lobaye prefecture. 21 

[...] there were two phases.  The first phase was with the government in the town of22 

Boda.  And this was from 13 and 14 May 2014.  And the second phase was the23 

mission of the parliament, that continued on from 15 until 19 May 2014.  Now, the24 

first phase of the mission -- the first phase of the mission, which was a joint mission25 
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jointly led by the government and the national transitional council in Boda, 13 and1 

14 May, a large ministerial delegation made up of five ministers, that is to say the2 

minister of the interior, the minister of public security, the minister of justice, the3 

minister of mines and energy, the minister of mines and the minister of the post office4 

and telecommunications, so this was the government delegation, they were5 

representing the -- including two representatives of the minister of state responsible6 

for agriculture and the minister of public health."7 

End of sight translation. 8 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:33:14] (Interpretation) 9 

* Q.   [13:33:17] Madam, now that you've heard Mr Moloto talk about the joint10 

government mission with five of your ministers, does that jog your memory as11 

regards that it was that particular mission where you asked after the intervention of12 

the prefect of Lobaye?13 

A.   [13:33:44] Yes, that -- that jogs my memory.  I remember now that that14 

happened. 15 

Q.   [13:34:04] In the press conference, Mr Moloto said, and this is May 2014, that it's16 

too early to have a reconciliation mission, it's initially to test out the various17 

communities to see what is happening in Boda.  Am I correct in saying that it was a18 

lot of effort from your government so that peace could be restored in Boda simply19 

because, as Mr Moloto said, it was too early to have a reconciliation centre as the two20 

communities were really very -- had moved very far away from each other? 21 

A.   [13:34:47] I had no information.  So firstly we had to have a mission to get some22 

information which we could assess to see what we could do.23 

Q.   [13:34:57] Madam, can you remember -- I'm going to jog your memory, if you24 

allow me.  Do you remember a meeting between the bishop of Lobaye and the25 
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minister Willybiro, a former deputy and national, or person who used to live in Boda,1 

who tried to be involved in the reconciliation in Boda?2 

A.   [13:35:30] That's what I said yesterday.  There were native people of Boda who3 

became involved.  There were also authorities of Boda, amongst others, this person,4 

who tried to become involved.  That was also including the minister Willybiro.5 

Q.   [13:35:51] Thank you.  6 

I'm   now going to move on to another topic.  7 

I want to go back to the mission or the visit which you carried out with the minister8 

Le Drian, to Mbaiki in -- on the 12th -- you talked in the transcript 59 -- I first of all9 

would like to say did you only have a single visit to Mbaiki with the minister?  10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:36:15] That was in February 2014.11 

THE WITNESS:  [13:36:21] (Interpretation) Yes, you showed me the images12 

yesterday.13 

MS DIMITRI: (Interpretation) 14 

Q.   [13:36:30] I am going to play part of the image, but we didn't see them yesterday15 

because yesterday we only saw a part of your speech.  16 

I'm going to play -- this is tab 41 of the Chamber, CAR-OTP-2023-1636. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:37:06] Is this the part -- is this the part when18 

Madam  Samba-Panza addressed the crowd in Sango? 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:37:13] No.  I'm going to come back to that later.20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:37:17] Okay, okay. 21 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:37:18] Since we're on the subject -- you'll notice, Mr President,22 

because we're going to play the Sango part, you'll notice that we distributed a23 

homemade translation, if I may say so.24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:37:37] Well, that will do, I think. 25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [13:37:39] Okay. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:37:41] Thank you. 2 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:37:56] (Interpretation) 3 

Q.   [13:37:57] I'm going to play some seconds, madam.  My aim is to see if you can4 

recognise some individuals.5 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)6 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:38:09] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) 7 

"We composed that --" (Overlapping speakers)8 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:38:16] (Interpretation) 9 

Q.   [13:38:17] Just to clarify, because you said the prefecture of Boda a little earlier,10 

those who came and intervened with former minister Willybiro and the bishop of11 

Mbaiki was Kouroupé-Awo; is that correct?12 

A.   [13:38:36] That's correct.13 

Q.   [13:38:37] And can you confirm that the prefect Kouroupé-Awo worked a lot for14 

social cohesion in Lobaye?15 

A.   [13:38:47] I've already said that.16 

Q.   [13:38:49] I'm going to show you another extract because several times you17 

called upon the bishop of Mbaiki.  At 06:26, if I'm correct.  18 

THE INTERPRETER:  [13:39:03] Rather, 06:27.  19 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:39:11] (Interpretation) 20 

Q.   [13:39:11] I don't reproach the use of terms, but I want to ask you whether the21 

archbishop of Mbaiki is the one that you can see on the image at 06:27 where he's22 

holding a speech?  I'm not going to ask you to listen to the speech, but he did23 

address the Mbaiki population when he was there.  It is the bishop who is now24 

monseigneur in Rino -- Monseigneur Rino, that's what he is now?25 
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A.   [13:39:48] Yes.1 

Q.   [13:39:49] Isn't it correct, madam, at 19:05 of the video you were accompanied2 

by -- you were accompanied by Jean-Jacques Demafouth for this mission?3 

A.   [13:40:05] Should I look at the image or answer your question?  I don't4 

understand.5 

Q.   [13:40:12] No, we don't control your image, but yes.6 

A.   [13:40:17] Yes, it is Demafouth. 7 

Q.  [13:40:24] Madam, during -- when you saw the video, there was a helicopter. 8 

Did you travel by helicopter from Bangui to Mbaiki?9 

A.   [13:40:38] I was with Minister Le Drian.  I don't remember what vehicle we10 

used, but it could be, it could have been a helicopter.11 

Q.   [13:40:49] No, what I want to say, I should be more specific, you didn't do it by12 

road, that's what I want to say; you didn't drive on the road in a vehicle?13 

A.   [13:41:01] No, no.14 

Q.   [13:41:03] Mr Demafouth didn't go by road.  He got on to a helicopter or some15 

sort of vehicle with members of the mission?16 

A.  [13:41:21] As regards logistics, I don't deal with that. 17 

Q.   [13:41:30] During your meeting with investigators of the OTP, you said, whilst18 

talking about this particular visit to Mbaiki with the local authorities and the19 

population, you said, and I quote what you said:  "It went -- we made a lot of20 

progress, it went very, very well".  Can you confirm that?21 

* A.   [13:41:58] I can confirm that.  22 

And later on I expanded on it afterwards. That’s the start, an introduction, but23 

afterwards I expanded on it.. 24 

Q.   [13:42:12] I will.  Do you agree that on that particular day in your presence25 
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where -- at the moment where you were about to leave, there were no deaths?  I'm1 

not talking -- I can see your surprise.  I understand the lawyers always have to ask2 

some questions.  I know that ENAM affected you deeply but on that day,3 

12 February, when you visited Mbaiki with Mr Le Drian, there was no death, even at4 

the moment when you were about to leave; is that correct? 5 

A.   [13:42:55] Yes.6 

Q.   [13:43:03] I'm going to read an extract from a document, and I will have a7 

question that follows on.8 

"Mbaiki, the day when we were with the president in February, the Anti-Balaka killed9 

one of the last Muslims who remained in the town, but in a way that was very, very10 

brutal.  And it discredited everything that we had to do in Mbaiki.  Unfortunately,11 

at the moment when we were about to leave, the Anti-Balaka elements took him and12 

killed him."13 

My question, madam, and I'm talking on that day in Mbaiki, 12 February, what I've14 

just read out to you, do you agree with me was not -- means that you were not a15 

witness?16 

A.   [13:44:17] No, I was not a witness.  I  was in ENAM.  It happened after me. 17 

I was not a witness to that incident.18 

Q.   [13:44:27] And do you agree with me, madam, at ENAM it wasn't -- it wasn't19 

something you saw but you -- you didn't see it with your own eyes, because it was20 

reported -- it wasn't even reported to you afterwards because it discredited21 

everything you were trying to do with the FACA.  So even after your departure of22 

Mbaiki, it was not reported to you that -- the scene was not reported because it would23 

have discredited your visit to Mbaiki?24 

A.   [13:45:02] Really, I cannot remember.  I do apologise.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:45:09] Ms Dimitri, please give -- 1 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:45:10] The reference? 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:45:11] Yes, the reference. 3 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:45:11] Of course.  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:45:13]For the quotation.5 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:45:14] Yes. P-2328, that's the witness.  T-047, that's the transcript6 

number.  And what I read is 15:23 in the transcript.  And I also read 12:09 of T-050. 7 

I'm sorry, I made a mistake.  I said 15 minutes.  Let me start over.  The first8 

reference is transcript 047, it's Witness 2328 and it's 15:23, so three hours 23 minutes.  9 

I'm sorry, I'm tired.10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:46:33] You are not the only one, I think.  But11 

you have the most right to be so, I have to say. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:46:42] (Interpretation) 13 

Q.   [13:46:44] Still, I do apologise, madam.  I'm really a bit tired.  But again, on14 

your visit to Mbaiki, am I right in saying, madam, that a large part of the population15 

in Mbaiki came to this meeting, to this ceremony, to this important event; there was16 

Mr Le Drian, there was you as the president, there were dignitaries from the province,17 

the majority of the population came to attend the ceremony?18 

A.   [13:47:18] Yes, that's correct. 19 

Q.   [13:47:22] We saw on the images on the video - and I'm trying to save time so20 

I'm not going to show you the entire video - there were several discussions, there was21 

the one from the mayor, there was one from the prefecture of the Lobaye, as well as22 

the archbishop Rino, there was your speech and also one from the minister Le Drian,23 

and behind that you can see a large number of the population, significant number of24 

the population.  You hear cries.  Do you agree with me that when you see the25 
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images - I can show them to you if you like - and when you heard the cries, you1 

weren't in a position to say who is Anti-Balaka, who is Christian, who is an animist,2 

who is a non-Muslim, who is a youth of the Mbaiki; is that correct?3 

A.   [13:48:31] Yes, that's correct.4 

Q.   [13:48:34] When you say, madam, that you were booed at a certain moment5 

during your speech, am I correct in saying that you were not in a position to say6 

specifically who booed you?7 

A.   [13:48:57] Yes. 8 

Q.   [13:49:07] Thank you, madam.  Once again, I'm going to change topics.9 

Do you want a break or can I continue?10 

A.   [13:49:15] No, we can continue because you don't have a lot of time left. 11 

Q.   [13:49:23] I now want to move on.  During your testimony, you spoke, but I12 

have an additional question, I want to talk about the international organisation.  13 

Madam, if at any moment you want a break, let me know.  I know I talked a lot14 

about Mbaiki, I know sometimes it's very difficult for you.  If you want to have a15 

break, a breath of fresh air, that's no problem, and then I'll ask the Presiding Judge to16 

allow you to see daylight again. 17 

A.   [13:50:00] No, it's fine.  It's going to be fine. 18 

Q.   [13:50:07] On Wednesday you touched upon the subject of the fact that you had19 

problems, this is with the OIM, the migration international organisation, and the20 

United Nations, because they loaded the trucks with parts of the population but21 

without agreement from the authorities.  In 250 at 14:55 you said that.  So I've got22 

some questions on that, questions which you haven't answered yet. 23 

During your meeting with the OTP, you mentioned a trader, Algoni - sorry if I don't24 

pronounce the name correctly - who called you in 2014 to tell you, "Madam President,25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-252-ENG CT WT 27-10-2023 59/83 T



Trial Hearing                    (Open Session)                        ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS: CAR TCV P 0952

27.10.2023          Page 60

there is something that is not good.  We have decided to send them all there", and1 

this is referring to the evacuation of all the population from PK5 to the north.  2 

Can you first confirm that statement, and also can you also confirm that Mr Algoni3 

was your intermediary with the imams who were responsible in PK5?4 

A.   [13:51:26] Yes, I can confirm that. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:51:29] Please, the reference? 6 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:51:31] Yes.  (Interpretation) The reference is tab 13,7 

CAR-OTP-2107-1070, page 1089, and the reference on the intermediary is on8 

page -- it's on page 1089.  A little higher, a few lines higher.9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Thank you.10 

MS DIMITRI:  (Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [13:52:04] Madam President, when Mr Algoni said there is something that's not12 

working as it should, that they didn't want to continue and go and they asked you to13 

intervene; is that correct?14 

A.   [13:52:20] He doesn't want to --15 

Q.   [13:52:19] He wants you to intervene because he explains that there's a problem16 

with the IOM and he wants you to step in and help.17 

A.   [13:52:33] Yes, for the Muslim community, not for himself.  18 

Q.   [13:52:35] Yes, because he's the intermediary, but he wants you-- steps in so that19 

you can help the Muslims that he is representing?20 

A.   [13:52:51] That is it.  That is correct, in KM5. 21 

Q.   [13:53:06] Madam, I have a clarification.  You mentioned that you knew him22 

within the framework of your insurance company.  Is it a heavy transporter between23 

Bangui and Douala?24 

A.   [13:53:25] Yes, that was his activity.  But we had relationships because he was a25 
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municipal adviser where I was a mayor.1 

Q.   [13:53:37] He was a municipal adviser in the 3rd arrondissement; is that correct?2 

A.   [13:53:43] Yes, that's correct. 3 

Q.   [13:53:51] And during your meeting with the OTP, it's the same reference but4 

page 1141, and I just want you to confirm what you said, the IOM and PNUD wanted5 

to take all the Muslims to the north and that sort of led to the separation of the6 

country; can you confirm that?7 

A.   [13:54:13] Yes. 8 

Q.   [13:54:16] And during that discussion with Mr Algoni, madam, he explained to9 

you that he bought merchandise which -- and IOM had hired trucks and they had10 

expenses in order to load everything and it was very costly, and that's why he asked,11 

"Who are we going to get reimbursement from if it's not the IOM?"12 

A.   [13:54:45] Yes, I can confirm that.13 

Q.   [13:54:49] And can you confirm to say to the OTP investigators that according to14 

what you said, the IOM said to those Muslims that they must leave on the basis of a15 

list -- of a list that had been created by the United Nations?16 

* A.   [13:55:08] Yes, the communities at risk have been identified in very specific17 

areas throughout the Central African Republic, and therefore by the UNDP.18 

Q.   [13:55:23] You also told the OTP investigators - it's still the same reference, but19 

this time -- but this time it's page 1090 - and I quote you:  "What was happening20 

often, the government was not aware of it, they often moved the population without21 

referring back to us."  Is that correct?  Can you confirm that's what you said?22 

A.   [13:55:51] I can confirm that. 23 

Q.   [13:56:03] Wednesday during the questions put to you by my co-counsel from24 

the victims, you touched upon the subject that there were people who had sought25 
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refuge outside started to come back, and you gave some examples like the Malian, if1 

I'm correct.  But in your meeting with the OTP investigation team, you mentioned2 

what happened as regards the Central African Muslims who originally came from3 

Chad and you said, "The proof is that as soon as it went better, they all - and we're4 

talking about Chadian Muslims - they started to return to the Central African5 

Republic and Bangui, people organised themselves to welcome them."  End of6 

citation.  7 

Can you confirm that, madam?8 

A.   [13:56:56] I can confirm that.9 

Q.   [13:57:00] And madam, can you confirm also, if you know, that the IOM   -- do10 

you know if the IOM also assisted in the evacuation of Seleka fighters?11 

A.   [13:57:16] No, I can't confirm that. 12 

Q.   [13:57:21] Thank you, madam. 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [13:57:24] Mr President, I'm told that the reference on the Chadian14 

communities, I missed it.  It is CAR-OTP-2107-0897 at page 0909.15 

Q.   [13:57:51] (Interpretation) And my final question, madam, on this subject and16 

then we'll change topics.  17 

Mr Algoni asked on behalf of some of the Muslims, you intervene because IOM did18 

not let them   -- leave them with any choice other than leaving.  And am I to19 

understand they asked you to intervene and you were in the position to intervene to20 

allow some Muslims to have a choice so that they could stay; is that correct?21 

A.   [13:58:27] No.  It's not generally speaking like that.  It was for the departure of22 

the people from PK5 where I could obtain for this group that they could stay and23 

wouldn't have to leave with IOM. 24 

Q.   [13:58:46] Perhaps my question wasn't clear.  That group which Mr Algoni25 
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represented, that group in PK5, they asked you to step in because IOM did not leave1 

them any choice other than leaving, and Mr Algoni asked for this group that you step2 

in so that this group in PK5, so that some of them could opt to stay.  Did I3 

understand correctly?4 

A.   [13:59:16] This sentence didn't leave them any choice but to leave, I don't agree5 

with that.  IOM took them, but there are some could go and others could stay.  And6 

one group said, "Look, we would like to stay", and -- et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. 7 

That's how it happened. 8 

Q.   [13:59:44] And when they asked you to intervene, ma'am, and they said "we9 

would really like to stay", did the IOM give them the opportunity to stay?  Why did10 

they have you intervene as the head of state to exercise this right to stay?  11 

Now, I -- was it that they didn't have this option and they were asking you to12 

intervene?13 

A.   [14:00:14] Certainly.  Certainly.  I can't confirm.14 

Q.   [14:00:24] I'm going to move on to another topic and I have two questions for15 

you -- no, I don't want to mislead you.  I have four questions for you about hostage16 

taking.17 

When you were the mayor of Bangui and you intervened, you mentioned this during18 

your testimony and I do have a few small questions just to clear up a few minor19 

points.20 

You said, when you mentioned this incident at 10:09, transcript 249, you stated that21 

Cattin was not far from KM5, Cattin was not far from Boeing, it was a buffer zone22 

between Anti-Balaka bases and Muslim bases.  End of quote.23 

You used the word "Muslim bases", but you meant Seleka bases, correct?24 

A.   [14:01:40] I don't know.  To my mind a Muslim base means -- well, when you25 
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leave PK5 and head towards Cattin, all along that particular road there's Muslim1 

communities living there before you get to Cattin.  Many Muslims bought parcels of2 

land and built there, so there were many Muslims along that road towards Cattin.3 

Q.   [14:02:05] Yes, but I'm not asking you about residents.  I'm asking about the4 

word "bases".  Anti -- you made mention of Muslim bases and --5 

A.   [14:02:19] The Anti-Balaka bases were Boeing, but the Muslim people were6 

towards PK5.  I may have expressed myself poorly and I apologise for that.7 

Q.   [14:02:33] Once again regarding the hostage taking, in response to a question8 

from the OTP, during your interview you said, and this is CAR-OTP-2107 -- 9 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:02:51] Reference numbers read at great speed.10 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:02:59](Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [14:03:01] You were not able to see the hostages in person.  Can you confirm12 

that?13 

A.   [14:03:07] I confirm that. 14 

Q.   [14:03:09] I would like to read out something from another document, ma'am,15 

and once again -- and I'm waiting for your -- I expect your answer, but this is part of16 

my job, to put the question to you, although I do expect a certain answer in any event.   17 

"It is in this way that Mrs Catherine Samba-Panza, who was the mayor of Bangui at18 

the time, learned about the decision to go and get the hostages.  She came to the base19 

to get the seven people and get them out of there, remove them so that they should be20 

released.  Ms Samba-Panza was the one who was able to go get them."  End of21 

quote.  22 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:04:09] I will give you the reference, yes.23 

Q.   [14:04:13](Interpretation) Would you agree, ma'am, that what I've read to you is24 

incorrect?25 
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A.   [14:04:19] It is incorrect.  The hostages were handed over to the French troops1 

who needed certain information.  They asked them questions, and so on and so forth,2 

so the hostages could not be turned over to me because of security matters.  I  was3 

not the one who got the hostages.  Later on, I received people to discuss this, but it4 

was not me who went and got those hostages. 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:04:57] The reference, Mr President, is P-0884, transcript 056, at6 

12:10 to 12:17.  7 

And the second reference that I read is T-057, same witness, at 15:28, 15 hours,8 

28 minutes. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:05:28] Ms Struyven.10 

MS STRUYVEN:  [14:05:29] Maybe just a small remark.  These documents are being11 

presented as documents to the witness.  Maybe it would be more fair to refer to them12 

as testimony, so that it's clear -- 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:05:38] Well, yeah, that's -- yeah, you14 

are -- technically you are right.  On the other hand, also, I agree with what you said15 

initially, the answer was relatively clear by the witness and to be expected.  So we16 

continue.17 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:05:54] Yes.  But just to be -- because I'm -- really I'm in your hands,18 

I did it on purpose by using the term "document" because -- and -- and if my learned19 

friend doesn't like it I can change the term, but because I don't want to draw attention20 

to individuals that testified with protective measures, so that's why I'm using21 

"document".  But if --22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:06:18] No, you can -- but as long as you use, you23 

know, the pseudonym, I think there's no problem with it.  24 

And when you read it out, it's clear that you read something out that somebody has25 
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said.  1 

Madam   Samba-Panza clearly recognises that you're reading something that another2 

witness has said, so I don't see any problem here.3 

Please continue.4 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:06:52](Interpretation) 5 

Q.   [14:06:54] Ma'am, one last question on this topic.  6 

Can you confirm that you never had any kind of communication regarding this7 

incident, that specific incident, you never had any kind of communication in this8 

regard with Sebastian Wenezoui?9 

A.   [14:07:14] For this incident, no.  It was with Yagouzou Sylvestre.  But with10 

Wenezoui, I have no memory of that.11 

Q.   [14:07:24] Thank you.  Thank you for that, ma'am.  I'll move on to another12 

topic.  I do have a few questions about DDR. 13 

Once again, I'm not going to talk about the policies or the politics behind the DDR. 14 

Now, you were the president, so you better understand what DDR actually meant in15 

practical terms.  My questions are intended to elicit some details about the process as16 

such.17 

Am I correct in saying that the international partners and the Central African18 

Republic authorities set up an inclusive and progressive programme for disarmament,19 

return to society and that -- disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration and that's20 

what DDR was?21 

A.   [14:08:36] Yes, that's right.22 

Q.   [14:08:37] And for that it was necessary to get funding from international23 

partners?24 

A.   [14:08:42] Yes, that's right.25 
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Q.   [14:08:44] Is it also correct to say that there was some financial support, there1 

were certain allowances paid out for demobilisation and return to society during a2 

number of months for demobilised ex-combatants?3 

A.   [14:09:05] As part of the DDR, yes.4 

Q.   (Overlapping speakers) 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:09:13] Please slow down a bit.6 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:09:15] It's a direct consequence of your pressure, Mr President. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:09:16] No, not only, but you're in a flow now, I8 

recognise that.  So please continue.9 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:09:24](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [14:09:25] I apologise, ma'am.  11 

And only combatants on the lists that were sent to the DDR could benefit from this12 

financial support, right?13 

A.   [14:09:41] Right.14 

Q.   [14:09:48] And to determine which individuals were recorded, registered for the15 

DDR programme, the authorities had to base themselves on lists that were submitted16 

by various armed groups, correct?17 

A.   [14:10:05] There had to be vetting.  I  think you understand what vetting meant,18 

identification, determining who met the criteria before people were put on a list. 19 

Q.   [14:10:25] Am I correct, ma'am, in saying that the armed groups, not the20 

government but the armed groups abused the DDR process, that is to say, they put21 

the names of some people on those lists who were never combatants, people who22 

never took part in the hostilities because they wanted them to benefit from the23 

financial compensation?24 

A.   [14:10:57] We hadn't got yet to the DDR programme, given those various25 
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conditions and criteria you mentioned, and given the lack of means.  When we were1 

talking about pre-DDR, we were at the stage of identifying people in the groups who2 

could benefit from the pre-DDR process.  We had not yet got to the actual3 

programme of demobilisation and rehabilitation.  That was too cumbersome at that4 

time.  We wanted to begin with identification.  We wanted to offer them the5 

opportunity to learn some trades so that they could organise themselves and manage6 

to earn some money for themselves.  So it was really something quite, how should I7 

put this, quite, quite light that we were agreed -- that we agreed to organise with8 

technical and financial partners.9 

Q.  [14:12:13] I perfectly understand, but my question was somewhat different,10 

actually.  Now, when the groups, even before the government was ready or not and11 

before the money was available, well before, when the armed groups started to drop12 

their lists -- because your government was not the first one to talk about DDR, there13 

were past governments, and there were DDR programmes in the past in the Central14 

African Republic.  My question to you is this:  Were you ever asked about or did15 

you hear anything about armed groups taking advantage of the opportunity, this16 

programme and sometimes they added the names of family members to the list, the17 

names of people who had never taken part in the hostilities, who had never fought,18 

just in the hope that one day these people might get some financial benefits because of19 

the DDR programme, for example, a kit or some training or some financial allowance?20 

A.   [14:13:36] It is known and established that wherever DDR programmes are21 

established, such a situation does exist, be it in the DRC or Chad or elsewhere.  That22 

is well established.  So you have to be very strict and you have to check the23 

programme very carefully.  That has been established. 24 

Q.   [14:14:13] Thank you, ma'am.25 
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We're going to move on to another topic now. 1 

Now, you made mention of this topic -- and I reassure you, we are getting closer to2 

the end.3 

A.   [14:14:30] For 10 minutes you've been telling me that.4 

Q.   [14:14:33] Yes, I know, I know.  I'm trying to encourage you.  You seem to be5 

impatient. 6 

A.   [14:14:40] No, no, no.  Go ahead.7 

Q.   [14:14:44] You mentioned an obstacle during your government, and I would like8 

to play something for you, an audio recording of something that you said on a9 

programme, Banguiwood, and this is tab 37, tab 37 of the Chamber's list, tab 28,10 

CAR-OTP-2071 -- lines 18 and 19. 11 

(No interpretation)12 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)13 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:15:52] Sight translation, line 18. (Interpretation of the video14 

excerpt) 15 

"When I became head of state, that could not be my only concern.  Who was16 

responsible for a return to security?  Who was in charge of restoring public order in17 

Bangui and within the country?  As you know, we were part of an international legal18 

framework.  And I am speaking of the resolutions that you are all familiar with: 19 

The UN resolutions 21-21, 21-27 and 21-34 that set out the framework for this.  It is20 

up to the troops of the MISCA and the Sangaris to restore order, to restore security,21 

and above all to neutralise any person wanting to destabilise the Central African22 

Republic.  That was the mandate that was given to Sangaris and MISCA.  Of course,23 

when I arrived, I situated myself within that framework because the international24 

community has always been with us."25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:17:34] He is finished.  Not finished?1 

MS DIMITRI:  No, there's a part missing.2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:17:41] Which line would you -- would counsel like me to3 

continue until?  Apologies, but I may have fallen behind.  Up until which line,4 

please?  5 

The interpreter will continue the sight translation. 6 

"I realise that there was a problem with these troops.  These troops could only stay7 

on the main roads."  8 

MS DIMITRI:  Can you read until line 29. 9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  Yes, he's already on it.  10 

MS DIMITRI:  Ah, sorry. 11 

THE INTERPRETER:  Yes. 12 

"These troops could not go into the interior of the country or within the country, nor13 

could they go into certain neighbourhoods.  These troops were dealing with urban14 

warfare and they weren't suited to properly carry out urban warfare." 15 

End of translation, line 30. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:18:47] Thank you. 17 

Q.   [14:18:50] (Interpretation) Apologies, ma'am, we had a bit of a technical issue for18 

a moment. 19 

You said that the international forces were insufficient, there weren't enough troops. 20 

And I'm interested in what you've said, because during that television programme,21 

you basically said the same thing as what you said during the hearing, but you did22 

say that the troops could not enter -- could only stay on the main roads, they couldn't23 

go into the interior of the country and they couldn't even go into certain24 

neighbourhoods.25 
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Now, when you said at that point that the Sangaris and the MISCA could not go into1 

the interior of the country or even into some neighbourhoods, did that contribute to2 

the danger and the tension within the country, this limits for the international troops? 3 

Was this a factor that contributed, in addition to everything that -- everything else4 

that you told us about, the low troop strength, et cetera?5 

A.   [14:20:17] You played some footage and you saw an attack in Bangui, and some6 

Muslims asked the Sangaris troops for help and the Sangaris troops pushed7 

them   -- well, they put them in a vehicle, but they could not even take them back to8 

their neighbourhoods.  So that was just one example.9 

Q.   [14:20:43] Because the video shows Bangui, but I would like to ask you about10 

the interior of the country.  I  think we agree that this problem, this lack of security11 

also applied to the interior of the country because of these limits placed on the troops?12 

A.   [14:21:05] Much more within the interior of the country, the troops were mostly13 

deployed in Bangui and surrounding towns.14 

Q.   [14:21:17] And since this danger was even more pressing within the interior of15 

the country, do we agree that it also contributed to this need?  You said that people16 

had this need to protect themselves and so they kept their weapons.  Did this also17 

contribute to the fact that people did not want to disarm themselves voluntarily, they18 

wanted to keep their weapons?19 

A.   [14:21:50] Yes, yes, I agree, we agree on that, but it's not an excuse.20 

Q.   [14:21:56] Ma'am, a bit earlier we talked about -- and the Presiding Judge asked21 

you for details about incidents linked to the Chadian content -- contingent of FOMAC,22 

and you said that mistakes were made, and we do know that those incidents got a lot23 

of media attention because several witnesses mentioned this before you.  Am   I24 

correct in saying, if you saw this or were you told -- am I correct in saying that it also25 
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was a factor that contributed to this lack of trust -- or confidence, rather, in certain1 

international forces, people were thinking, well, they will do what they want to do? 2 

Some people said to themselves, "I really need to protect myself because I'm not even3 

sure that I can have any confidence or trust in these international forces", was this4 

something that you heard or something that you were told?5 

A.   [14:23:07] Yes, quite so, indeed. 6 

Q.   [14:23:16] I'd like to show you something else now, and this is from the same7 

video footage -- no, rather, another video footage, but the same period of time, and8 

you were giving some speeches during that time.  And I have some questions for9 

you.10 

This is tab 43 of the Defence, CAR-OTP-2023-1863, from 30:45 to 32:16.  Transcript,11 

tab 40, CAR-OTP-2122-9401, lines 326 to 342. 12 

And I'll just wait for a sign from the booth. 13 

I apologise.  It's the binder -- it's the Chamber's binder. 14 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:25:01] The interpreters are ready. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:25:17] We are ready.  We can play it now. 16 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:25:38] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) 18 

"When you don't like the army, you appoint the heads of units?  You don't appoint19 

the heads of units.  I redid the military.  With what money?  With my special20 

funds from the presidency.  Rather than giving it to people, I said:  'Head of staff,21 

redo the military for me.  Make it over.  Like that, at least you have your authority22 

and when the soldiers return, they have a place where they can find themselves and23 

deal with their command.'  What else do I have to do?  That is what I'm doing. 24 

I am fighting with the international community to attenuate the measures that have25 
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been put in place.  It takes some time to re-organise the army, okay.  And so, the1 

police and the gendarmerie?  Let's get them back on their feet so that they can2 

intervene alongside the MISCA, alongside the Sangaris forces.  It was tough at the3 

beginning.  I began to get results very slowly.  Now we have made available 4844 

men who can accompany them, accompany them with nothing in their hands. 5 

Nothing in their hands.  You have the Anti-Balaka who have their guns, their6 

artillery, they fire.  So I said:  'If I can, I'm sending, I'm sending elements with7 

nothing in their hands to restore order and what -- and what did they have?  What8 

did they say to me?  With gourds?  Facing these no-accounts, these thugs?  But it's9 

like I'm handing them over to these people.  I said:  'No, I can't send people like that10 

with such measly weapons.  Help me rearm them.'  11 

We are reflecting to what extent we can arm these people.  There are things that are12 

being done within the country.  There's no administration.  We agreed with MIS ...13 

with Sangaris and MISCA, since now what's more" --14 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:28:16] You can stop.  15 

Q.   [14:28:18](Interpretation) Ma'am, in this passage when you said that you were16 

fighting with the international community to attenuate the measures that had been17 

established, am I correct in saying that you were referring to the confidence-building18 

measures that were established?  Is that what you're talking about?19 

A.   [14:28:44] Yes, that's right.20 

Q.   [14:28:46] So you were fighting with the international community to lessen these21 

measures, your national forces were disarmed, your interior forces were disarmed?22 

A.   [14:29:05] Confidence-building measures.23 

Q.   [14:29:10] And you had this fight going on with the international community24 

because, as you said Wednesday, and I quite liked your expression, you said that a25 
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country cannot live without its army; is that correct?1 

A.   [14:29:25] Entirely correct. 2 

Q.   [14:29:31] Ma'am, it's correct to say that these confidence-building measures that3 

the international community imposed upon you contributed to the lack of security in4 

the country?5 

A.   [14:29:52] The insecurity, no.  The purpose of the confidence-building measures6 

was to bring security back to the country within a particular framework.  But there7 

were some measures that were just not necessary.  The confidence-building8 

measures as such, no, but amongst these confidence-building measures there were9 

some that needed to be dialled back, given the context, which was a context of a deep10 

crisis.11 

Q.   [14:30:26] Amongst the measures for which there was no reason and contributed12 

to the lack of security in the country, one of these measures was the fact that your13 

national forces, your domestic security forces could not work properly; is that correct?14 

A.   [14:30:51] Yes, they didn't have the tools they needed to work properly. 15 

Q.   [14:31:02] Despite all your efforts, madam, is it correct that the international16 

community couldn't do anything about the -- maintained their sanctions against the17 

state forces because of the security measures?18 

A.   [14:31:22] Yes, until 2015. 19 

Q.   [14:31:29] Am I correct in saying that the incident in ENAM and its media echo20 

contributed to the refusal of the international community to ease up the confidence21 

measures despite the fact that you had to fight against the international community? 22 

ENAM was the key effect and its media effect meant that life became even more23 

difficult and that led also to the measures of confidence not being lifted? 24 

A.   [14:32:08] As a consequence of ENAM, there was great harm committed to the25 
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restructuring of the armed forces and setting up the armed forces.  That is1 

recognised.  I've always deplored that. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:32] I suggest that we, also for the benefit of3 

the interpreters, we have a short break and then we finish afterwards, somehow.4 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:38] Can I give a hope for everyone before we take this break? 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:44] Yeah, yeah, tell me.6 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:45] I'm going to be done after the break.  I mean, I'm really --7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:48] Okay.  Let's have just five minutes.8 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:52] No, no, we can take 10.  It's not going to affect the fact that9 

I'm going to be done by 3:15 at the latest -- at the very, very latest.10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:33:01] Okay.  Then let's have a break -- well,11 

five minutes then, enough, if we have half an hour to go.12 

So this means don't go away too far and be back on time.  Let's say seven minutes, 2013 

to 3 o'clock we continue.14 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:33:18] All rise.15 

(Recess taken at 2.33 p.m.) 16 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.39 p.m.)17 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:39:50] Please be seated.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:39:57] The curtain seems also to be tired, but19 

I think we can solve this problem.20 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:40:06] You took them by surprise.  21 

I said it's because you took them by surprise.22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:40:09] Well, sometimes, you know, you have to23 

accelerate things, so to speak.24 

You have the floor, Ms Dimitri, obviously.25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [14:40:19] Thank you. 1 

Q.   [14:40:27] (Interpretation) Madam, I promise you that I will finish in the next2 

20 minutes and then you can go back home. 3 

A.   [14:40:36] Thank you, counsel.4 

Q.   [14:40:39] I'd like you to listen to an extract.  When you were in Mbaiki on5 

12 February, you addressed your population, your people, in Sango and we didn't6 

hear the extract of the speech in Sango, the judge made it stop just before that, so7 

together I'd like to listen to it, and after that I'll have some questions as regards your8 

statement, your speech.9 

This is -- it's tab 75 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2023-1636, from 24:39 to 25:02, so10 

it's not very long.  And the translation is at -- it's 92, 0006-1337, page 1338.11 

For questions, I'm not going to ask to listen to the entire speech in Sango.  What I'm12 

going to do is just that you listen to a short extract and then I have a question I'm13 

going to put to you. 14 

Can I have a sign from the booth?  It's from Sango.  Can I have a view from the15 

Sango booth?  And the translation, it's 92. I think my colleague has given you a16 

paper version.  You should have a translation from Sango.  Do you have it?   17 

This is line -- it's the second page, page 1338, and it's the fifth paragraph.  It's a18 

translation.  Can you see it, interpreters?  It's the fifth paragraph.  It's the only19 

paragraph we're going to listen to.  Can we go ahead?20 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:44:08] Yes.21 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:44:09] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) 23 

"You, the Anti-Balaka who are listening to me here, you have to stop!  Listen to me,24 

you must stop!  Because the United Nations have given the authorisation to MISCA25 
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to kill you.  If they catch you, you will be thrown into prison.  Also I'm saying to1 

you, you are all sons of the country, if you start to kill them and you put them into2 

prison, what are we going to do?  It's much better to move on gently and provide3 

advice."4 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:44:46] (Interpretation) Sorry, I wanted to go too quickly.5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:44:53] No problem.  6 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:44:54] (Interpretation) 7 

Q.   [14:44:56] This is an extract of a lengthy speech you held in Mbaiki.  Single8 

question:  Can you confirm that in this extract you heard in Sango, the United9 

Nations have given the authorisation to MISCA, the international forces, to kill the10 

Anti-Balaka; is that correct? 11 

A.   [14:45:20] This is a political discussion, you know, and you've listened to the12 

translation as well.13 

Q.   [14:45:26] Thank you.  Now I move on to my final subject.  This is tab 34 of the14 

Chamber binder, CAR-OTP-2001 -- this is the submission which was done and was15 

sent to the ICC.  I have some additional questions.  16 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:45:50] It's 2001-3268.17 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:46:01] (Interpretation)18 

Q.   [14:46:01] In the document I have a letter, I think the judges have shown it to19 

you, the letter which was signed by your minister of justice and also the letter which20 

you signed and stamped, when you decided to discuss it with your minister21 

Gaudeuille to ask the ICC to take on the Central African Republic document.  22 

Now, I'm talking about the submissions, and these are questions you haven't been23 

asked yet.24 

Did you say that the name that you find at the end of this page, Gabriel Faustin25 
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Gbodou - sorry, if my pronunciation is poor - made a report during a ministerial1 

meeting -- what I'd like to know, when -- so after the referral letter when you had2 

already contacted the ICC, am I to understand that it was the moment when3 

Mr Gbodou, who was the minister of justice, that you handed him the document to4 

draft, if you like, the submissions in support?5 

A.   [14:47:41] Yes, we've talked of this at length since the very outset of these6 

submissions in September.  We have spoken about this already.  We did the letter,7 

we referred to the Court, and they said they needed submissions to support the8 

referral and we asked the minister of justice at that time to do all the necessary9 

documents.  We've talked about it with your co-counsel at length.  I'm tired about10 

this.11 

Q.   [14:48:15] Madam, I understand, but I assure you that the question that I'm12 

going to ask you has not been put to you beforehand.  I'm going to ask you the13 

question.  Mr Gbodou was appointed minister in justice on 22 August 2014 and the14 

submission was signed on the 9th, and I'm just going to ask you when you did that. 15 

I understand from you what you said that it's yes.  I assure you there are only some16 

few questions, I'm not going back to the content of your submissions.  17 

I'll move on to my second question.  18 

Contrary to the letter, the referrals which you signed and stamped with your seal, as19 

well as the letter that accompanied it signed by the minister of justice, Isabelle20 

Gaudeuille, which has her stamp and seal, the support doesn't have a stamp or seal. 21 

My question:  Is there a signed, stamped version somewhere or do you simply not22 

know?23 

A.   [14:49:30] I assume that there must be a signed, sealed version somewhere.24 

Q.   [14:49:43] So if there is a signed and stamped version, I suppose you're not in a25 
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position to explain why that -- the document in the hands of the ICC in the1 

Prosecution is a version which does not have a stamp, nor seal?2 

A.   [14:50:08] I am not in a position to offer any explanation. 3 

Q.   [14:50:14] I noticed that when I took note of the submissions, the sources have4 

not been quoted.  Do you know   -- if you don't know, it doesn't matter, but do you5 

know whether they were transmitted with the documents or was it sent as it was so6 

that the ICC could carry out its own verification?7 

A.   [14:50:44] I do not know, counsel.  I can't confirm it. 8 

Q.   [14:50:52] We've just established that the minister was appointed on9 

22 August 2014 and this document has the date of 9 September, so two weeks later. 10 

Do you know   -- if you don't know, you don't know.  Do you know what deal or11 

percentage of the information was checked by the minister of justice?12 

A.   [14:51:19] I don't know.  I can't tell you.  I  don't know.13 

(Counsel confers) 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:51:51] Mr President, can I have a moment with my client, please? 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:51:55] Of course.16 

(Discussion between Ms Dimitri and Mr Yekatom) 17 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:52:36] (Interpretation) 18 

Q.   [14:52:38] Madam, a final question on the brief, the submissions. Do you know19 

whether your adviser on security, Jean-Jacques Demafouth, participated in the20 

drafting of this version of the brief?21 

A.   [14:52:57] I can't answer that.  I  don't know.22 

Q.   [14:53:00] Madam, thank you very much for your patience.  That was my last23 

question.  I held my promise, as you can see.  I have finished my questioning. 24 

Thank you very much and I wish you a safe journey home. 25 
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A.   [14:53:15] Thank you, counsel.  Thank you very much.1 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:53:18] Thank you, Mr President.  It was a marathon for me, but2 

thank you for your patience.3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:53:23] I also thank you, Ms Dimitri.4 

Madam   Samba-Panza, this concludes your testimony.  On behalf of the Chamber5 

I would like to thank you again for having made yourself available as a witness in6 

these proceedings.  In doing so, and testifying in open court, you lived up to your7 

responsibility as a former president of the Central African Republic in an exemplary8 

fashion.9 

THE WITNESS:  [14:54:07](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honour.  I too would10 

like to thank you and thank the Court and all the people who work in the Court for11 

your availability and your patience.  As far as I'm concerned, I know I sometimes12 

showed a bit of impatience.  I do apologise for that.  I apologise to everybody in the13 

Court, the judges, the counsel and the interpreters.  But I would like to extend my14 

warm thanks.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:54:44] Thank you very much. 16 

You don't have to apologise.  We understand that answering all those questions four17 

consecutive days must have been a stressful and tiring exercise, experience.  And18 

allow me to say so, at the end, you have shown great stamina and patience.  We19 

thank you also for that and wish you a safe trip back home.20 

THE WITNESS:  [14:55:10](Interpretation) Thank you.  Thank you, your Honour. 21 

Thank you very much.22 

(The witness is excused) 23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:55:13] And I really have to -- you know, we all24 

know that it was not easy with regard to the technical issues that we had from day25 
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one to conduct specifically the examination of this witness.  Because of that, I would1 

like to thank CMS and also the court officer, court usher in the room, and specifically,2 

of course, also the interpreters who did a great job.  We don't do that every day, but3 

I think under the special circumstances, it is absolutely the right thing to do today.4 

The Court is adjourned. 5 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:55:56] All rise.6 

(The hearing ends in open session at 2.56 p.m.)7 

CORRECTIONS REPORT8 

The following interpretation corrections, marked with an asterisk *, are brought into9 

the transcript.10 

Page 13 lines 10-1111 

“The data are at tab 38.12 

And for the interpreters, the transcription is at 39, CAR OTP 0006 0087“13 

Is corrected to14 

“The metadata are at tab 38, CAR-OTP-2065-6204. 15 

And for the interpreters, the transcription.. the translation is at tab 39,16 

CAR-D29-0006-0087“17 

Page 20 line 2418 

“A.   [10:57:43] It's possible, I can't confirm that.  It's possible. »19 

Is corrected to20 

« A.   [10:57:43] It's possible, I can't confirm that.  It's possible. Perhaps some days21 

after the death of Mandela, so it would sill be in December. I don’t know, I don’t22 

remember. »23 

Page 26 line 2024 

« But during the month of December it was really very hard. »25 
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Is corrected to1 

« But during the month of December, January, it was really very hard.2 

Page 38 line 53 

« It's at tab 19, CAR OTP 2087. »4 

Is corrected to5 

« It's at tab 19, CAR OTP 2087-9289. » 6 

Page 50 line 107 

“We heard mention made in this audio recording of a two day trip to Boda. “8 

Is corrected to9 

“We heard in this audio recording that the government and the national transition10 

council made a two-day trip to Boda on 13 and 14 May 2014“11 

Page 53 lines 10-1112 

« Q.   [13:33:17] Madam, now that you've heard Mr Moloto and évoqué notamment13 

from the government with five of your ministers jointly, does that jog your memory »14 

Is corrected to15 

« Q.   [13:33:17] Madam, now that you've heard Mr Moloto talk about the joint16 

government mission with five of your ministers, does that jog your memory » 17 

Page 56 lines 22-2418 

« A.   [13:41:58] I can confirm that.  And later on I expanded. Tell me what happens19 

afterwards.  That's the beginning, it's an introduction, but let me know what20 

happens after that. »21 

Is corrected to22 

« A.   [13:41:58] I can confirm that.  And later on I expanded on it afterwards. That’s23 

the start, an introduction, but afterwards I expanded on it. »24 

Page 61 lines 17-1825 
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« A.   [13:55:08] Yes.  The high risk population was    was made, and because of1 

that, they had to leave.  And this was also made by the PNUD. »2 

Is corrected to3 

« A.   [13:55:08] Yes, the communities at risk have been identified in very specific4 

areas throughout the Central African Republic, and therefore by the UNDP. »5 
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