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International Criminal Court1 

Trial Chamber V2 

Situation:  Central African Republic II3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard4 

Ngaïssona - ICC-01/14-01/185 

Presiding Judge Bertram Schmitt, Judge Péter Kovács and 6 

Judge Chang-ho Chung7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 18 

Monday, 11 December 20239 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.35 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:35:53] All rise.  11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session.  12 

Please be seated.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:13] Good morning, everyone.  14 

Court officer, please call the case.15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:36:25] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of the Prosecutor versus17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18.18 

And for the record, we are in open session19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:43] Thank you very much.  20 

I ask for the appearances of the parties. 21 

We start with the Prosecution, as always.22 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [9:36:50] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your23 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  Good morning, Mr Witness.  24 

Today the Prosecution is represented by Maria Berdennikova, Yassin Mostfa, Tuomas25 
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Oja and Lucio Garcia and, myself, Kweku Vanderpuye.  Good morning.1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:10] Thank you very much. 2 

We turn now to the representatives of the victims. 3 

MS DOUZIMA-LAWSON:  [9:37:18](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President,4 

Judges.  Representatives -- legal representatives of the victims of the other crimes are5 

represented by Counsel Paolina Massidda, Alexis Larivière, Evelyne Ombeni, and6 

myself.7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:42] Mr Suprun.8 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:37:45] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, your9 

Honours.  The former child soldiers are represented today by Tayssir Othmani and10 

myself, Dmytro Suprun.  Thank you.11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:57] Thank you.12 

I turn now to the Defence, the Defence of Mr Yekatom.13 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:38:00] Good morning, Mr President.  Good morning, Your14 

Honours.  Good morning, everyone.  And good morning to Mr Witness.  15 

Mr Yekatom is present in the courtroom.  He's represented today by Ms Lena Casiez,16 

Ms Laurence Hortas-Laberge, Ms Alexia Legault, Ms Sabrine Bayssat, Ms Anta Guissé17 

and Mr Gyo Suzuki, as well as myself, Ms Mylène Dimitri. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:23] Thank you very much. 19 

Mr Knoops next.20 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:38:28] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Good21 

morning everyone in the courtroom.  The Defence team of Mr Ngaïssona today22 

consists of Ms Despoina Eleftheriou and Ms Sorenza Bangaya.  Thank you.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:46] Thank you very much.  24 

And most importantly, of course, we have a new witness.  This is the first Defence25 
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witness. 1 

A  very warm welcome, Mr Guerrino Perin.  Good morning.2 

WITNESS: CAR-D29-P-5015 3 

(The witness speaks French)4 

THE WITNESS:  [9:39:04](Interpretation) Thank you.  Good morning, Mr President. 5 

My respects to everyone, especially those who are representing the victims.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [9:39:10] Thank you very much, Mr Perin. 7 

As I said, on behalf of the Chamber I would like to welcome you to the courtroom. 8 

You are called to assist this Chamber in the case of the Prosecutor against9 

Mr Ngaïssona and Mr Yekatom.  10 

Mr Perin, there should be a card in front of you with a solemn undertaking to tell the11 

truth.  Would you be so kind to read this card out aloud.12 

THE WITNESS:  [9:39:41](Interpretation) Yes.  I solemnly declare that I will tell the13 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:51] Thank you, Mr Perin.  15 

You are now under oath, I don't have to explain to you what this means.  However, I16 

have a couple of practical -- practical matters.  17 

You are aware that everything we say here in the courtroom is written down and18 

interpreted into various languages, and to allow for the interpretation we have to19 

speak at a relatively slow pace and we have to allow a little bit of a pause for the20 

interpreters to follow when we start answering a question.  Well, I'm saying this21 

very often, however, I'm one of those who is guilty, so to speak, of breaching my own22 

rules, and everybody knows this here, but I'm telling you so it might very well be23 

when you -- when you perhaps are too quick that we will gently remind you to speak24 

slower.  Thank you very much.  25 
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I think that's, for the moment, for the practical guidance, everything.  1 

Since this is a witness that has been called by the Defence of Mr Yekatom, I give2 

Ms Dimitri the floor.3 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:41:04] Thank you, Mr President.4 

QUESTIONED BY MS DIMITRI: (Interpretation)5 

Q.   [9:41:06] Good morning, Monsignor Perin.  6 

I will repeat what the Presiding Judge has just said.  There are interpretation booths7 

here up top -- into English and Sango.  You and I speak French.  Every time I ask8 

a question, I will ask you to wait and count three seconds before you begin to answer9 

to give the interpreters an opportunity - who have a difficult job - to interpret it into10 

English.  11 

All the more so because you have noticed the Presiding Judge is speaking to you in12 

English; so it's important for all those following in English to have a complete13 

interpretation. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:42:05] Thank you for reminding.  No, but I15 

follow in French, but still it's, indeed, that this is the main point.  But the main16 

problems arise always when the person asking the questions and the witness speak17 

the same language because then things slowly start to accelerate, normally. 18 

Please, Ms Dimitri.19 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:42:28](Interpretation)20 

Q.   [9:42:28] And before we begin, Monsignor Guerrino, I will, before I start, not use21 

your name, but I will not be using your title, "monsignor".  22 

And before we start, I would like to take this opportunity, because you met some23 

members of the Defence team during the familiarisation process, and I told you Lena24 

Casiez would be there because she has come back, or she's -- and then there's Anta25 
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Guissé, who is Franco-Senegalese.  So these are the members of the team whom you1 

did not see on Friday during familiarisation, I wanted to introduce them.2 

Having said that, I want -- want to begin.  I will ask you to specify, when I ask you3 

a question, between what you saw with your own eyes, what you directly heard with4 

your own ears, as opposed to what you know because someone else told you.  5 

So I will guide you, so that we can make the distinction between what you see, what6 

you witness, what you hear.  7 

So I have ended with these introductory remarks.  8 

Now what I would like to do is to ask you to identify yourself with your given name,9 

your family name and your occupation.  Go ahead.10 

A.   [9:44:13] My name is Perin.  I am Italian.  Perin Guerrino.  11 

I am the bishop of Mbaïki, I'm emeritus bishop, and I have been working this way as12 

a bishop for 26 years, in a diocese which I created.  And I have been in Central13 

African Republic for 40 years and I have agreed, because this is my calling, to be close14 

to the people for the common good; so I make efforts for the good of the people.  15 

So I'm here simply to try to ensure that the truth of the events can help to decide.  I16 

am not on one side or the other.  I stand for what has happened.  I can testify to that. 17 

And then you will draw your own conclusions.18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:45:29] Well, a short remark before we start:  You19 

could not have summarised the different roles that the witness and the judges have20 

and what we are trying to do here better. 21 

Please.22 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:45:53](Interpretation)23 

Q.   [9:45:57] Mr Witness, could I ask you for your birth date, please.  24 

A.   [9:46:00] So, in the papers, it is 3 February 1944.  But, in fact, I was born on the25 
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2nd.  That's just for history.1 

Q.   [9:46:20] May I ask you, you are part of which religious congregation?2 

A.   [9:46:26] The -- the Comboni congregation.  So it's -- the missionary is Daniel3 

Comboni, and so that is 150 years old, that congregation. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:46:50] May I shortly. 5 

Mr Perin, but for our understanding, does this mean, in a more -- a broader6 

understanding, that you are Roman Catholic?  Or what would this mean, Mr Perin,7 

what you said?8 

THE WITNESS:  [9:47:12](Interpretation) I am a bishop of the Catholic church. 9 

But -- but as a bishop, I am not a Comboni -- because I'm a bishop I am Comboni. 10 

And also, I've been made a bishop in 1995 -- in 1995 in Bangui.  I have been a bishop11 

in Lobaye, in Mbaïki, for 26 years.  12 

So this is part -- you know, Mbaïki is in the Lobaye region.  And I left Bangui,13 

Central Africa, in June of 2021.  So I am a bishop emeritus, I've been replaced by14 

another bishop; so I have not been there for more or less two years, perhaps a little15 

more.16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:48:13] Thank you very much, Mr Perin. 17 

Just also a short explanation how things unfold here.  It's, in principle, Ms Dimitri18 

will question you today because the Defence of Mr Yekatom has called you. 19 

However, in our system, procedural system, the judges always can step in.  They,20 

specifically me, are doing this in a very restricted manner, but sometimes, you know,21 

when something comes to my mind, like this question, I'm stepping in.  22 

So don't feel irritated when you are questioned suddenly by two different persons.  23 

So, Ms Dimitri, now   -- but now you have the floor, I think.   24 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:48:58](Interpretation)25 
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Q.   [9:49:01] You had specified having been a bishop in Mbaïki as of 1995.  In1 

which year did you arrive in Central African Republic?2 

A.   [9:49:21] I arrived on 8 May 1975.3 

Q.   [9:49:30] And at the beginning of your introduction you specified, Mr Perin, that4 

you were Italian.5 

A.   [9:49:40] Yes.6 

Q.   [9:49:41] Do you have another nationality or citizenship?7 

A.   [9:49:46] I have a citizenship of the Central African Republic, but it is now8 

expired -- that is, my passport is.9 

Q.   [9:49:57] Well, as we are still in the introductory part, could I ask you what10 

languages do you speak?11 

A.   [9:50:05] In the Central African Republic, over 40 years I spoke in Sango.  The12 

liturgy, during mass with the people, I always spoke in Sango and, in French, of13 

course, when it was with people who did not know Sango.  But, in principle, the14 

main language on a daily basis that I used was Sango.15 

Q.   [9:50:32] And when you arrived for the first time in 1975 in the Central African16 

Republic, you were living in which commune?17 

A.   [9:50:49] On 24 May I was brought to Grimari, which is in the central part of the18 

Central African Republic.  It is now part of the Bambari diocese.  At the time it was19 

not a diocese yet.  It was under the -- let's say, umbrella of Bangui.20 

Q.   [9:51:12] And do I understand that after Grimari, you went directly to Mbaïki in21 

1975, or you went somewhere else?22 

A.   [9:51:24] Not at all.  I said 40 years in Africa, so there's much more.  So after23 

five years in Grimari, my congregation -- my congregation called me back to Italy to24 

work in a seminary, as someone working in a seminary, in a college.  So I did this for25 
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five -- five years, I was in Thiene.  1 

And from 1980 to '85, I was in Italy.  Then I returned to the Central African Republic,2 

to Africa to Bangui.  I was in Bangui for seven years, in the Fatima parish, and since3 

1985, up until 2001, June -- or 10 June 2001, I was in the Central African Republic,4 

except one period when I was in Paris for studies.  5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [09:52:36] 2021, rather.  6 

THE WITNESS:  [09:52:38] (Interpretation) That was after the seven years at7 

Notre-Dame de Fatima, I was the parish priest.  Then I left Fatima, and I went to8 

Paris for one school year, let's say.  And after that I was assigned and I went to Boda. 9 

And Boda is in Lobaye, and that is where I created the diocese of Mbaïki.  I created10 

it -- that is, this church decided, the Pope, the bishops decided, so I was made11 

bishop -- consecrated bishop, and I was appointed on 10 June 1995, but I was12 

consecrated on 29 October of the same year with others -- with two other bishops,13 

Central African bishops.  We were three in all.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:53:47] Mr Perin, a friendly reminder, please wait15 

three or four seconds before you start with your answer.  The interpreter is doing16 

a great job and she follows at the moment -- still follows at the moment, but you could17 

do her a favour if you wait three or four seconds until you start with your answer.  18 

I know, everybody knows you have a lot to tell us, but just tell yourself "Well, I wait19 

a couple of seconds" and give the interpreter the time.  Thank you.20 

Ms Dimitri.21 

THE WITNESS:  [9:54:23](Interpretation) Thank you, thank you.22 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:54:28](Interpretation)23 

Q.   [9:54:30] Starting at the time when you arrived in Mbaïki, where were you living24 

in Mbaïki?25 
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A.  [9:54:41] When I was appointed bishop in Mbaïki, the diocese did not yet exist. 1 

It had to be created.  So, first of all, I lived, I would say, I think for seven years in2 

a transitory place.  I did not build my own house as the bishop.  I built all the3 

structures to be able to work right away.  The secretariat was there.  Everything that4 

was needed, the procure --  5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [09:55:25] Says the speaker. 6 

THE WITNESS:  [09:55:26] (Interpretation) And I lived in a transitory place among7 

the nuns, where the nuns were.  That's it.8 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:55:41](Interpretation)9 

Q.   [9:55:42] On several occasions during the trial, we heard the name of the St10 

Jeanne d'Arc cathedral.  Is this a place you know?  And in the affirmative, could11 

you explain to us where this cathedral is located and what is the link between the12 

diocese and the St Jeanne d'Arc cathedral?13 

A.   [9:56:10] The cathedral is the headquarters.  Cathédrale, cathedral means the14 

seat of the bishop.  That is like the headquarters of the bishop, once the bishop is15 

appointed.  The church existed prior to that, but when we became a diocese, I16 

endeavoured to spare it because a church as a parish was becoming a cathedral.  So17 

there are two towers, there was only one, I had the second one built.  Then there18 

was -- there was stain glass windows and everything else.  19 

And the cathedral, for the transformation, and let's say to -- to -- let's say to change it,20 

was already worked on, even before the roof was changed, the tiles, this is before it21 

became a diocese.  This dated back to, I would say, 1949, 1950.  So the carpentry22 

was a bit worn.  So the roof had been somewhat repaired.  So we had to somewhat23 

bring it up to speed to make it a cathedral, so with French coopérants from the DCC,24 

we worked to have this missing tower built.  And I asked that we have a radio25 
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station for the diocese created.  1 

I'm not sure if I've properly answered all the questions asked.2 

So, the bishopric, that is, the location, is behind -- is behind this diocese.  You've got3 

the secretariat, the procure -- 4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [09:58:26] Says the speaker. 5 

THE WITNESS:  [09:58:27] (Interpretation) And then beside that, you've got my6 

home, which I had built only after seven years.  I had been a bishop for seven years,7 

and the last thing I built was my home.  8 

And before that, I just made do with what I had because the other structures were9 

more important, that is, for the people, for my ministry.10 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:58:53](Interpretation) 11 

Q.   [9:58:54] And so in 2012, 2013, your bishopric, if I understood your answer, was12 

located behind the St Jeanne d'Arc cathedral?13 

A.   [9:59:13] Yes.  A   bit beside.  Behind -- directly behind is the secretariat and14 

then there was these transitory rooms or a house.  15 

Q.   [9:59:33] In Mbaïki, was there what we call a mission, that is, a room which was16 

associated with the missionary Daniel Comboni? 17 

A.   [9:59:57] No.  There was Father -- Spiritan, so it was a parish, a very, very large18 

parish.  There was the presbytery where the parish of the cathedral -- which had not19 

been a cathedral, there were these transitory rooms.  There were the nuns who were20 

already there.  There was the house of the nuns, and there was a centre which21 

became a  -- the diocese training centre.  22 

Prior to that, this little house had been used for the catechism where others came from23 

Bangui for training, that is, catechism lessons.  That structure already existed, was24 

already present there.25 
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Q.   [10:00:57] This entire structure, the cathedral, the training centre and the1 

bishopric, in your words, could you describe to us briefly, when you arrive in Mbaïki,2 

on the road, going from Bangui toward Mbaïki, where is the training centre, the3 

cathedral, the bishopric, vis-a-vis the main road and vis-à-vis the city of Mbaïki?4 

A.   [10:01:42] Well, we were about 3 kilometres from the centre of Mbaïki.  When5 

you arrive into Bangui, there is the asphalt on the road.  The first thing you see is the6 

cathedral.  Then, on the left -- and that you've got the cathedral on your right, and7 

you've got the training centre, which I have changed it, I built this as well, and behind8 

that, you have the nuns' house, and then on the left, if you will, you've got the9 

secretariat, and lastly, there is the bishopric currently.  10 

And a bit further on the left, you have the presbytery, that is, the house of the fathers11 

who take care of the cathedral.  12 

I don't know if that's clear.13 

Q.   [10:02:57] Now, Mr Perin, in all the years that you were in Mbaïki, did you have14 

exchanges with the different communities present in Mbaïki?  What was your15 

relations with the different communities in Mbaïki?16 

A.   [10:03:14] Well, my work was to work with the people -- please excuse me, I17 

started a bit too quickly.  18 

My work was to firstly -- well, I already knew them a bit because I was in Boda.  I'd19 

spent one and a half years in Boda, so I was in the region and I went through Mbaïki20 

before being a bishop, so I did know the area a bit.  21 

But where it concerns the -- Mbaïki itself, in Mbaïki, there are two parishes, there's22 

cathedral parish and there's St Augustin parish in the town centre.  This disposition,23 

that goes back to the times when there was the first missionaries who were giving24 

training on catechisms, they needed a field so -- and they needed rooms in order to25 
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get what they needed.  They needed fields to grow what they needed.  So around1 

the cathedral, there was not a lot of people and so for that reason it was quite far from2 

the certain, about 3 kilometres, I would say.  3 

But in the centre there was a parish which is St Augustin.  So it's normal that I would4 

go into the neighbours of St Augustin, which was another parish, and where it5 

concerns -- well, one thing, you shouldn't confuse the bishop with the parish priest6 

because it was rather the parish priest who would be close to the people there.  Of7 

course, the bishop with his team, he -- in this case, you had a general vicar who was8 

the parish priest of the parish and is the shadow of the bishop, because if he's not in9 

agreement, the bishop doesn't take him.  He has to be in agreement with him in10 

order to have such exchanges with them and to try and make things progress in the11 

pastoral way that he wants to give with the pastoral plan of the diocese.  12 

So given that, I don't know what your knowledge is of the church and how it's13 

organised, I'm trying to answer, but of course there's a lot more things, perhaps other14 

questions you could put to me because I don't know what you understand, what you15 

don't, given that if you aren't in the Catholic church or you don't know it, it is a bit16 

difficult.17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:06:08] Mr Perin, you can be sure that Ms Dimitri18 

has a lot of questions to put to you.  So you don't have to worry about that, I'm sure.19 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:06:21](Interpretation)20 

Q.   [10:06:22] In fact, Monsignor, my questions are more about you personally.  So21 

when you say that you were working with -- or that your work with the people, what22 

I would like to know, is, whether you personally -- you made a distinction when you23 

spoke to the community of Mbaïki.  Did you make a distinction with regards to24 

people's religion?  What was your relationship with the people of Mbaïki including25 
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all religions?  That's my question. 1 

A.   [10:07:04] Well, I was in communion with everybody.  With the civil authorities,2 

with the préfet, the sub-prefect as well, and always working in collaboration with3 

them.  I can't say that we had -- well, we might have had different points of view, but4 

not in the sense of being one against the other.5 

So, to be very brief, I was always with the Muslims as well, so when there were6 

festivals - Tabaski, for example - we would go.  And I also learnt a song in a festival7 

of Tabaski, for those who came, because the event itself -- well, I'm mixing things up8 

a bit, but just to get you to understand, when the Pope came in 2015 at the end of9 

November, 26 November, or maybe the 29th -- 29th, he came and myself, I was there,10 

with my chorale of Mbaïki, and we did a song, and that was a call for peace, "Siriri,11 

siriri, siriri".  12 

Well, I can sing it for you.  And that song is something that I taught the Muslims as13 

well, because it was the same aim.  We had to work for peace so that everybody14 

could sing it.  15 

So we never had any difficulties with them.  Quite the contrary, when they had16 

a festival, they would send me the dinner as well.  So -- and the imam, when I left17 

Mbaïki, after 26 years, at the festival on the 25th of the diocese and myself, because18 

the diocese and myself, we were together, then he came, and he spoke and he19 

said -- the fact that -- he regretted the fact that I had to leave because we always had20 

very good relationships with the Muslims.  And what more, I don't know.  I don't21 

know if I've answered.22 

Q.   [10:09:45] Yes, I was just waiting for the end of the translation.  I was going to23 

put a more technical question to you and then afterwards I'm going to go back into24 

certain subjects.25 
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So in 2012, 2013, did you have a car available to you?1 

A.   [10:10:05] Yes.  At that time, I had a car.  I had to buy one because previously2 

when Patassé was in power -- I knew   all the presidents apart from the founder,3 

Boganda, but the others, Patassé, Dacko, I knew all the Presidents, Kolingba, Patassé,4 

everybody.  5 

So, during the mutiny of Patassé -- so I was in Mongoumba, that's still in the diocese6 

and there was a pastoral visit and there the rebels, et cetera, they were Congolese,7 

because they came to take vengeance with Kalashnikovs against me.  I said, "Be calm,8 

be calm", and they didn't know how to respond because I spoke Sango.  Sango was9 

my language, and that was to say that I had ...  And I can't remember the question10 

exactly. 11 

What was it again?12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:30] You have answered it, Mr Perin, it's13 

perfectly good.  14 

Ms Dimitri, you can continue.  I think you will at some point in time also ask about15 

how the situation between the different religious --16 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:11:43]  I'm coming there in two questions.  I just needed to deal17 

with a few items first --18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:11:46] I understand, but I'm just trying to, let's19 

say, give it a little bit of a flow.20 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:11:58] Yes.21 

Q.   [10:12:03] (Interpretation) Are you able to tell me in 2012, 2013, what the22 

proportion was, if you know, the proportion of different religious communities in23 

Mbaïki?24 

A.   [10:12:23] So the events started at the start of December 2012, and after, in 2013,25 
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in January, the Catholic church -- we had a week -- an ecumenical week from 18 to 251 

January and in that year, we took precautions because we noticed that the Seleka,2 

who were descending from Bria to Bambari, they were destroying the churches and3 

schools et cetera, and we were saying, "Well, what's happening?"  4 

So in January, I said, "We are not going to have the ecumenical week, but we will5 

have an interreligious week", that is to say, we prayed together.  Muslims, they6 

prayed with us, and then we had a feast with the Muslims as well.  And we had7 

a festival in front of the town hall.  It was public, everybody danced.  And they had8 

a small choir as well, they were singing in Arabic, and that made it possible for us9 

afterwards to put in place a platform   -- an interreligious platform to say that we -- we10 

had nothing against each other.  And the time when the Seleka came, we said, "We11 

are not one against the other".  It was that to prevent there being clashes because, at12 

that time, everywhere, we were saying -- people were saying that this is a religious13 

war, Muslims against the non-Muslims, and that was false.14 

So in 2013, January 2013, we came together.  We came together to try to say when the15 

Seleka come -- because it was a fact, they had arrived in Bangui and because16 

other -- there were other situations that we had experienced 40 years ago, they didn't17 

stay in Bangui, which -- we thought perhaps they were going to come to Bangui, they18 

would take power and they would stay in Bangui.  No, they went everywhere. 19 

They went into all the villages in the Central African Republic.  So we decided to20 

take actions for that.21 

Q.   [10:15:21] I have a few follow-up questions to put to you with regards to what22 

you've just said.23 

So you had the ecumenical week from 18 to 25 January.  Now, I understand from24 

what you've just said that in 2013, January 2013, 18th to the 25th, so that took another25 
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form, you had a festival with Muslims and you had celebrations.  1 

Now my question is, initially, in the previous years, this week in January, in 2011,2 

2012, what form did it take previously before the week of 2013?  I don't know if you3 

understand my question. 4 

A.   [10:16:20] Yes.  Those were prayers, that was eight days, so they were prayers5 

that we carried out in the entire Central African Republic, for all Catholics.  We6 

would all pray for the unity of Christians.  So, in that year we said, "You can't just7 

pray with the Protestants, with the different sects, et cetera of Christianity" -- we had8 

carried out different administrative steps as well.  We said, "No, you have to9 

understand that we have to take into account Muslims."  10 

Now, where it concerned the previous period, when they had festivals, we always11 

sent the best wishes to them, and they themselves, when we had a feast, for example,12 

Easter, or whatever, they knew it was somebody's feast, then they would send their13 

best wishes or they would sometimes come themselves to the cathedral and they14 

would be represented.  That was very normal in the Central African Republic. 15 

When there's a feast, then they do that.  16 

And that's what we said, this isn't a war of religion, that's ridiculous.  There isn't that. 17 

So there, we carried out initiatives and we set up the platform, the interreligious18 

platform, and I always worked with my deputy who was an intermediary, l'abbé19 

Antarese. 20 

So from -- these rebels who came, he was always there when there were actions,21 

because he felt like he was the person who had to protect these people from anything. 22 

So I always had my deputy and I would send him so that he could, first of all, contact23 

them and then he would report to me and afterwards we would decide on what to do. 24 

Q.   [10:18:34] Thank you.  I'm going to put a question to you to make sure I've25 
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understood your words correctly.1 

So initially, the -- this week of eight days was for the unity of Christians and every2 

year you had eight days of unity of Christians.  3 

And in 2013, if I have understood your remarks correctly, due to what the Seleka had4 

done from Bria, from December 2012, you decided to prevent that and to say, "18th to5 

25th in 2013, we're going to dedicate this week to the unity of all Mbaïki6 

communities."  7 

So Muslims were invited to the celebration, all religions were invited, if I have8 

understood your remarks correctly?9 

A.   [10:19:38] That's to say we didn't pray together because they pray in a different10 

way, but we had -- we were in communion with each other and we had a festival11 

together.  And we, the Catholics, we took care to ensure that in front of the town hall,12 

to put the different tarpaulins to celebrate this together.  So we didn't do what we13 

usually did.  That was the situation.  14 

So, what did we do?  Well, you have two different parishes.  Each parish had its15 

programme, its pastoral programme, but the sense was that we wanted to dedicate16 

this time to being able to mutually accept each other, if there were any difficulties,17 

and to speak about them and to see how we could resolve them.  18 

But we didn't find that there were any particular difficulties.  There wasn't this19 

Catholic spirit against Muslims.  Absolutely not.20 

Q.  [10:20:54] Now, you mentioned two things.  You spoke about a song, "Siriri",21 

and you also spoke about the interreligious platform.  Did the messages, the22 

information about the interreligious platform, were these messages communicated in23 

a particular way or in a particular form?24 

A.   [10:21:37] Above all, I was working with the abbot Antarese who was contacting25 
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different people.  Now, this made it possible when afterwards, we had the meeting1 

for -- or to put together the Anti-Balaka and the Seleka.  That made it possible to put2 

everybody together, the Protestants, the imams, the Seleka.  And afterwards, the3 

Seleka left, but the -- you had the Anti-Balaka, and with Yekatom and all that.4 

So this platform came before, and you probably heard about it, preceded a platform5 

with a cardinal.  That was for all of the Central African Republic, but we had the idea6 

before that platform existed, but it was limited to Mbaïki in my region.  So, now, it7 

was more the abbot who would contact people, who knew people personally, and8 

sometimes I would see him.9 

There wasn't a lot of time before the events, which were of interest to you.  There10 

wasn't a lot of time, because the Seleka left afterwards, they left quite quickly.  No --11 

Q.   [10:23:13] I'm going to come back to that, but you haven't answered my question,12 

and that's my fault because it was very vague; so I'm going to try to be more precise.13 

Did you know at any time within the framework of this interreligious platform about14 

any type of tract that was distributed?15 

A.   [10:23:39] No.16 

Q.   [10:23:49] And during your testimony you spoke about Muslims, Catholics,17 

Protestants.  According to your experience, and according to your -- what you saw in18 

terms of the composition of Mbaïki and the composition of the population, can we19 

speak of Muslims and Christians, or Muslims and non-Muslims?20 

A.   [10:24:21] It's more Muslims and non-Muslims, because non-Christians, where21 

did they go when there was a difficulty?  They came to us.  Muslims were much22 

more identified, and the others who weren't Christians, they would come to the23 

Christians, either Catholics or Protestants.24 

Q.   [10:24:48] And now regarding the interreligious platform, could you speak to us25 
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about its composition; that's to say, you spoke about Abbot Antarese.  Who else,1 

apart from   abbé Antarese, was part of the platform?2 

A.   [10:25:09] Well, there were des imams.  There were people -- there were imams. 3 

There were -- in addition to imams, there were Protestant leaders and there were4 

several Protestants.  I think there wasn't just one Protestant who was5 

a representative.  I think there were others because there were evangelicals et cetera. 6 

But I wanted to say that the work that was carried out by the platform, was -- it was7 

more the abbé Antarese who carried that out.  I would see that person, but I can't say8 

that I did it myself, personally, that I did those things, because it already reassured9 

me to know that the person who was responsible for the different communities, that10 

they were together. 11 

That -- that was the aim, to put the people from the different communities -- the12 

leaders of different communities together to see how they could manage the situation13 

at a security level.14 

Q.   [10:26:32] So when you say that it gave you reassurance, the fact that the15 

different religious leaders were coming together - and you're thinking of Father16 

Antarese for the Catholic community and the imams for the Muslim community and17 

the Protestant leaders for the Protestant community - is that what you're referring to18 

when you speak about those people who were responsible in the religious platform?19 

A.   [10:27:11] Yes.  Well, there are -- in Mbaïki, there were two Muslim20 

communities.  There were two mosques.  So you certainly had different imams as21 

well because they had -- well, they're different and they have their separate identities. 22 

It wasn't the aim to know that exactly.  The aim was to bring everybody in23 

communion with each other in order to be ready for when the Seleka arrived.  That24 

was the aim.25 
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Q.   [10:27:55] And was this -- did this interreligious platform have a name, if you1 

remember?2 

A.   [10:28:05] Interreligious platform, we didn't give it a particular name as far as I3 

know.4 

Q.   [10:28:13] And at this time, did you have the means of communication with the5 

other prefectures or other religious representatives who were elsewhere in the6 

country?7 

A.   [10:28:35] Of course, we were informed about what happened in the country. 8 

As a bishop, you had the conference of bishops.  So we would come together and we9 

would speak to each other.  We would take common decisions et cetera, and we10 

would give each other information to know exactly what was happening in Bambari,11 

for example, because Bria was in the diocese of Bambari and they came down to Bria12 

to get to Bangui.  You go through Bambari and Sibut, et cetera in order to get to13 

Bangui.  14 

So we wanted to know what's happening because we had the impression that people15 

were having to save themselves; that people had been destroyed.  That it was a16 

catastrophe there. 17 

I don't know if that's answered the question.18 

Q.   [10:29:43] Yes, thank you.  19 

I'm going to present a video to you.  And before presenting it to you, I just wanted to20 

give you the context for it.  21 

This is a video which was taken on 12 February 2014 in Mbaïki during the visit of22 

Catherine Samba-Panza, the president, and the minister of defence, Le Drian.  23 

And, Monsignor, I'm going to come back to this video.  I'm going to come back to24 

this video, to this precise event of the visit of Catherine Samba-Panza later.  25 
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But what's of interest to me in this video is -- was the words of the préfet.  I'll have1 

you listen to it and then I'll have questions about the remarks.  2 

Do you follow me?  Thank you. 3 

So, that's at tab 1 of the Defence binder.  Tab 1 of the Defence binder,4 

CAR-OTP-2023-1636, at 6:20 to 6:46.  5 

For the interpreters in the booth, I think that you have been given the paper version of6 

the transcription to help you.  This is at tab 2 of the binder, CAR-D29-0006-0107,7 

from page 3, lines 23 to 28. 8 

So I'm going to wait for a signal from the booth -- is it good?  So I'm sorry for all the9 

technical aspects.  10 

So, I present an excerpt from this statement.  It's Alexandre Kouroupe-Awo, and11 

then I will have some questions for you.12 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 13 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:32:21] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) 14 

"So we have to act fast because we cannot keep this disorder because -- let's listen to15 

the prefect of Lobaye, Mr Alexandre Kouroupe-Awo.  16 

[...] Madam President, the prefecture of Lobaye has not been spared by the Seleka17 

phenomenon, because the five sub-prefectures within it have been hit hard, but to18 

different degrees." 19 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:33:01](Interpretation)20 

Q.   [10:33:03] Before continuing with another excerpt, I want to know who was the21 

person on your right?22 

A.   [10:33:12] That was my vicar. 23 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:33:15] And the interpreter did not hear the name given by24 

the witness.25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [10:33:23](Interpretation)1 

Q.   [10:33:23] I will continue with another part of this statement by the2 

Prefect Kouroupe-Awo.  3 

And this is tab 1, same video.  This time it is 9:19 so -- to 10:00.  And it's still the4 

same transcript, but this is now going from page 4, from line 27, and continues until5 

page 5, line 6.  6 

And I will invite you to answer -- to listen carefully.  So this is going to --  7 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)8 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:34:26] (Interpretation of the video excerpt) 9 

"The commune of Mbaïki at this time, it's -- well, we see -- we are not left out.  We10 

still see the traces of the Seleka that were here for 10 months.  How did this happen? 11 

It is the work of intense awareness raising by an interreligious platform involving12 

Catholic, Muslim and Protestant leaders for all the layers of society.  And with a bit13 

of courage and daring and risking their lives, the administrative authorities, the14 

prefects and some mayors have also gotten down to work.  Some NGOs..."15 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:35:10]16 

Q.   [10:35:12] You are probably guessing my next question.  It refers to the17 

interreligious platform that includes leaders from the Catholics, Muslims and the18 

Protestants.  19 

Were you there that day?  Is this the same platform or is this another platform?20 

A.   [10:35:41] I suppose it is the same.  I say that confirms what I had said.21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:35:45] Mr Perin, we saw on the video people in22 

military attire in front of the crowd.  Do you recall from which, let's say --23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:36:02](No interpretation) 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:36:02] They were MISCA. 25 
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THE INTERPRETER:  [10:36:03](Interpretation) Answer:  MISCA. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:36:04] Thank you. 2 

And why were they positioned in front of the crowd?  Do you recall that?  It looked3 

like a little bit of cordon in front of the crowd, yeah.  Every couple of metres, one4 

MISCA soldier was standing there?5 

THE WITNESS:  [10:36:21](Interpretation) I suppose it is because there was the6 

French minister there, and also Catherine; so they did not know what reaction there7 

could be, I suppose, but I did not ask.  8 

Generally, that's the way it is.  When authorities move around, that's the way it is. 9 

And there, there was a reason, because they were not coming from Bangui.10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:37:04] I understand.  I understand.  Thank11 

you very much. 12 

Ms Dimitri.13 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:37:19](Interpretation) 14 

Q.   [10:37:20] Mr Perin, your vicar, could you give us his complete name.15 

A.   [10:37:26] Maximin Mozanga.16 

Q.   [10:37:40] Thank you.  17 

Now I would like to go on to another topic.  I would now like to talk about the18 

Seleka.  You spoke of them somewhat, explaining how they had moved forward in19 

Bria in 2012 and the initiatives you took in January 2013. 20 

Now, my question is more specific:  Did the Seleka come to Mbaïki, and if yes, when? 21 

And if yes, could you explain to us the circumstances of the arrival of the Seleka for22 

the first time in Mbaïki.  I will let you answer. 23 

A.   [10:38:33] First of all, there were some reeds -- there was the Bozizé government24 

that escaped toward the region which is by -- which is beside Lobaye.  I was not in25 
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the central part of Mbaïki, * I was in a village called Boboua and we were celebrating1 

Palm  Sunday.  2 

They came by and they tried to take my car and, fortunately, I had the keys on me.  I3 

was celebrating mass at the altar and I wondered what was going on.  They were4 

escaping, so they wanted to take as many cars as they could, to be comfortable -- to be5 

able to move around.  And the fact is that, right after that, we took the car and we6 

hid it further away because we did not know.  It was that very date when they left7 

Bangui, escaping, because the Seleka had arrived in Bangui.  8 

So -- well, subsequently, I wondered how I could go back and people told me, "No,9 

don't go home, stay in Boboua."  And everyone knows me, I have a car, everybody10 

knows that it's my car.  So I said I will go and see, and these are the people of the11 

government.  I don't know.  12 

So I go to Mbaïki, they had made the gas pump explode.  They -- they were looking13 

for fuel, or what can I say?  The Seleka, when they arrived, when the Seleka arrived14 

in Mbaïki, I think they arrived during the night.  They came in several waves.  It15 

was not just one wave, several waves, because these were groups headed by people16 

who had self-appointed themselves colonel, et cetera.  It was not the same in Mbaïki17 

and Bagandou au stade. They were not the same people. 18 

And it was later that there was a certain stability with a colonel, certain colonel, Adam,19 

in Mbaïki itself when he arrived.  He tried to put order in things and he was able to20 

impose himself because there was some theft, let's say a little scooter had been stolen21 

from a truck.  He had said, "Okay, put that down."  So he imposed himself there.  22 

And then I -- and he himself wanted to contact me, this colonel wanted to come into23 

contact with me.  He asked when he could meet with me.  So to, you know, show24 

my authority I said, "I'm not available right away."  So, I said, "One day later."  And25 
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when he came, he introduced himself with the mayor -- to the mayor, to the prefect,1 

and said, "We are here for the population."  2 

And I said, "Listen, sir, I am tired of hearing this type of thing."  And then, "This is3 

never what happens.  I hear excuses.  There are many.  The excuses -- we will see4 

what the facts are, mister.  Goodbye."  It's very quick.  5 

This created a real bond of communion with him.  He understood because there6 

were people -- precisely because of this platform, people would come to sleep.  They7 

were not safe with the Seleka.  The Muslims would come to the mission, to the8 

cathedral to sleep.  There were -- thousands of people would come and sleep there at9 

the mission.  Muslim women slept in the cathedral.  Some of them, not everyone,10 

but they felt safe, they felt safer there with us than remaining in the central part of11 

Mbaïki.  12 

I don't know if I have answered your question.13 

Q.   [10:43:40] You have answered several of my questions, but I have more14 

questions.  I will come back to what I understand was the second wave with this15 

colonel, Adam, and who the people -- the thousands of people who were coming to16 

sleep at the mission.  First, I want to come back to the first wave.  17 

I understood that you were in Boboua for the Sunday -- for Palm Sunday, rather, and18 

it is at that point that you realise that the Seleka are in Bangui.  And then you take19 

your car and you go to Mbaïki, and the Seleka arrive in Mbaïki during the night; that20 

is the conclusion that you made.  21 

Now my question is:  Who informs you or how do you learn about the first wave of22 

the Seleka coming to Mbaïki?  Not with Adam, but the first one. 23 

A.   [10:45:04] What we call the guardians of the night told us that twice there were24 

Seleka groups that arrived at night, by the cathedral; it's right beside the road.  They25 
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looked around the cathedral and then they left.  1 

A  second wave had come in front of the presbytery, which is where the fathers, the2 

priests live.  It's 100 metres away from the cathedral.  The same thing happened. 3 

They came, they got out of their cars, they looked around.  They had minivans, four4 

or five vehicles.  These guardians are the ones who told us about this.  They were5 

on the lookout.  6 

So I can say that at the mission itself -- well, the Seleka never came to the mission7 

itself, except Adam.  He came once to meet me and then another time.  But to8 

break -- or to have a look inside, no.  We were never bothered at the Catholic mission9 

of Mbaïki, to the point that in Pissa they were afraid.  And I said, "Bring the car here,10 

it's 35 kilometres away" --  from Mbaïki, that is.  So I said, "Come, put your car here,11 

it will be safe here," because there, it was more dangerous.  12 

Did I answer your question?  Perhaps I answered several questions.13 

Q.  [10:47:01] Yes, you answered several questions.  14 

When you say -- you often use the pronoun "they". 15 

"In Pissa, they were afraid and I asked them to bring the car here."16 

A.   [10:47:17] The nuns.  The nuns.17 

Q.   [10:47:22] Thank you.18 

Now, the guardians, do the guardians tell you about the number of Seleka elements19 

who arrived in the first wave and what weapons they had?  Do you remember some20 

of the details that the guardians gave you?21 

A.   [10:47:48] Not specifically.  No, I do not have -- no, I do not have any specific22 

answer with regard to that.23 

Q.   [10:48:02] You spoke of thousands of refugees who came to spend the night at24 

the mission.  Do I understand that this is in the courtyard of the mission?25 
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A.   [10:48:18] Well, the courtyard, but also especially the veranda.  There are big1 

verandas, so it is -- it's got a roof to shelter them from the rain.  So they would, they2 

would pass -- spend the night on the verandas.  * Our concern was not to give them3 

shelter.  They managed for themselves. They came for the place, to be safe.  They4 

knew that they would not be bothered at the mission and even later, that was the case. 5 

People would always ask, "Is the bishop there?"  They always felt safer if the bishop6 

was there.  It's in that sense that I said this.  7 

I never had any direct problems with the Seleka.  They never threatened me directly8 

at the mission.  In Boda or Ngoto, yes, there were problems, the cars were stolen9 

when the Seleka left.  That was later.  But not ours.  We hid our cars because you10 

never know.  But we did not have any problems, never.11 

Q.   [10:49:33] When you spoke of Adam, which I think was in the second wave, but12 

you also spoke of the first wave, my question is:  These people coming to sleep at the13 

mission, are they -- did they come during the first wave, the second wave or during14 

both waves?15 

A.   [10:49:58] I think they began as soon as the Seleka arrived.  We were not taking16 

a census.  They would come, they knew they were safe at our place.  We did not17 

take any specific measures, it was the place which reassured them.  So they came18 

earlier.  I would go to bed at night.19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:50:29] Mr Perin, you have said that these people20 

sought refuge, sought security at the bishopry.  Did you talk with these people, did21 

they tell you what their fears were, why they thought they had to take refuge at the22 

bishopry? 23 

THE WITNESS:  [10:50:56](Interpretation) Yes, because they did not feel safe in their24 

homes; otherwise, they would have stayed at home.  So we understood this because,25 
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I repeat, they were not sure about their Muslim brothers given that they did not know1 

them, and as we had this communion amongst ourselves, they felt safer with us, than,2 

you know, people coming from elsewhere who might exploit them.  That would be3 

clear, that would obvious.4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:51:36] Thank you. 5 

I think perhaps you will --6 

THE WITNESS:  [10:51:41](Interpretation) And the morning, they would leave. 7 

They would carry out during their day.  Our concern was not to see how to take care8 

of them.  It was an initiative that came from them.  We did not insist to say "Stay9 

here".  It was their initiative to come.10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:52:02] Thank you, Mr Witness.  Ms Dimitri.11 

Q.   [10:52:14] (Interpretation) And when you say "they -- "they" would take refuge?12 

A.   [10:52:22] The people.  Of course, I saw people I knew who would come. 13 

They would come with a sack.  We did not really do much.  Perhaps they did ask14 

for something, but it was on their initiative that they came.15 

Q.  [10:52:44] Okay.  When you say, "They were not sure about their Muslim16 

brothers", who are "they", once again?17 

A.   [10:53:00] It was the people in general, the people coming to our place.  We had18 

not called them.  They had come on their own initiative.  So I think it's easy to19 

understand that if they had been at peace with those who had come, they would've20 

stayed home because I repeat, these are people who had no ties with the mission. 21 

They were Muslims.  They had no ties to the Catholic mission, but they knew that22 

they would be able to come, they would be welcomed.  23 

There were people I did not know necessarily.  There were Muslims, but of course24 

there were others who came, not just Muslims, but it was free.  It's that they25 
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themselves did not feel safe.  They have -- they had their own reasons for this.  I1 

don't know, perhaps there needs to be an inquiry into that.2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:54:01] Well, I think because it fits here, and what3 

about when the Seleka arrived?  What about the reaction by the Christian population? 4 

Can you tell us about that?  We are still in 2013.  You said that, let me put it this5 

way, even the Muslim population of Mbaïki feared what could happen when the6 

Seleka arrived. 7 

What about let's say the reaction by the Christian population of Mbaïki.  Can you tell8 

us something about this?9 

THE WITNESS:  [10:54:36](Interpretation) You have to distinguish the different10 

periods of time, because when there was Adam during the second wave, it was11 

different.  He himself were -- was very surprised that people were coming and he12 

wanted the proof that the people were coming to sleep at the mission.  13 

So he came to the mission to see with his own eyes because he could not believe that14 

people did not feel safe. 15 

So there was a certain progression in terms of security with some because they left. 16 

The second wave, they stayed a year.  So let's say things dropped off as people felt17 

safer.  So there was this wave with the Seleka, but there were still people coming, but18 

we were free -- we accepted them if -- those who came at night, if they were looking19 

for a place. 20 

And I remember that Colonel Adam was very surprised.  He came to the mission to21 

see is it true that people are coming to sleep here because he was concerned, he22 

wanted people to feel comfortable with his government.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:56:11] So Mr Perin, when you speak about now24 

about people that also Mr Adam saw that were -- took refuge at the bishopry, do we25 
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understand it correctly that these were Muslim refugees, or were these mixed?  Were1 

these also Christian refugees because I haven't fully understood at this moment. 2 

THE WITNESS:  [10:56:39](Interpretation) It was mixed and he never saw this.  He3 

never came at night.  He had come earlier, he wanted to inform himself.  He4 

couldn't believe it.  He was saying, "How is it that people are coming here?"  5 

But it was not our main concern.  We wanted people to feel comfortable, to let them6 

go where they wanted to go.  And very early in the morning, they would go into the7 

fields and quite late in the evening, they would come back.  8 

So he would never see them when he would go, but it was mixed.9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:57:21] Thank you for that clarification.10 

Well, perhaps we have one question or can we --11 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:57:31] If it's okay with your Honours, maybe two questions before12 

the break.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:57:33] Short questions which require short14 

answers?15 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:57:36] Well, that ...16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:57:37] You can't guarantee that. 17 

MS DIMITRI:  [10:57:39] We can take the break, then I'll come back --18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:57:40] I think we will take the break now until19 

11.30 and then we continue.  20 

Thank you for the moment, Mr Perin. 21 

THE COURT USHER:  [10:57:55] All rise.22 

THE WITNESS:  [10:57:50] Merci. 23 

(Recess taken at 10.58 a.m.) 24 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.31 a.m.)25 
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THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:38] All rise. 1 

Please be seated.2 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:31:58] Before we continue, I have to announce3 

two organisational and scheduling matters.  4 

We have to shorten the lunch break today and we will only have a one-hour lunch5 

break and continue then until from 2 o'clock until 3.30.6 

Tomorrow, unfortunately, we have to change a little bit the scheduling.  We will7 

have only two long sessions, meaning tomorrow from 9.30 until 11.30 and from 2.308 

until half past 4.  That is inevitable for reasons I don't want to explain here.9 

Tomorrow, we will also discuss if it is realistic to have the second Defence witness10 

this week.  We will see that.  That largely depends, of course, on how fast you are11 

going, Ms Dimitri.  And also of course Mr Vanderpuye.  So we are aware -- I will12 

not say a problem, but of the issue, so that you can think about it and can tell us13 

tomorrow, perhaps, how we proceed.14 

Ms Dimitri, you have the floor.15 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:33:09] Thank you, Mr President.  If it can reassure you, as well as16 

my learned friend, I'm going faster than expected.17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:33:17] Yes.  Well, this is an interesting18 

phenomenon because we have a witness who has a lot to say, and you have a lot of19 

questions.  But when a witness has a lot to say, the answers are long and a lot of20 

questions that you want to ask are already entailed in the answers by the witness. 21 

We don't have to decide that now.  We discuss this tomorrow and, like always, we22 

will find a solution. 23 

Ms Dimitri, please proceed.24 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:33:51] Thank you.25 
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Q.   [11:33:53] (Interpretation) Greetings once again, Mr Perin.  So just a few1 

questions with regards to what you said this morning.2 

So, according to your discussions with the population, the people from Mbaïki, the3 

people who came to sleep in the mission, in your different discussions with your4 

vicars or with the abbot, with other people, was there a particular behaviour of the5 

Seleka which caused this fear, or this need to find security at night in the mission?6 

A.   [11:34:48] I can't confirm that.7 

Q.   [11:34:52] According to what you were told about the behaviour of the Seleka8 

and the conduct of the Seleka in the town, what was it that meant that the first wave9 

was worse than Adam's wave? 10 

A.   [11:35:21] Well, firstly, the first wave, they never presented themselves, so I11 

couldn't understand, whereas when it came to Adam's wave, they stayed after a year,12 

practically.  They presented themselves.  I  was able to go, go down to Mbaïki13 

calmly.  But for the first part, I think we stayed at home for two months.  You14 

couldn't leave.  It was dangerous.  Firstly, because they would see a car and they15 

would take the car.  And that was it.  So we would hide the cars and we stayed16 

indoors I think for two months like that.  Whereas afterwards it was no longer the17 

same thing.  18 

I don't know if that's answered.19 

Q.   [11:36:17] Indeed it has.  20 

Now, according to your discussions, or what you heard, because I'm not expecting21 

you to have gone to see this directly, but according to what you heard -- because you22 

said that the Seleka stayed for almost a year.  So, according to what you heard,23 

where did they sleep?24 

A.   [11:36:42] Who?  I haven't understood the subject.25 
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Q.   [11:36:47] The Seleka, what neighbourhood were they sleeping in?1 

A.   [11:36:49] They were in the former coffee factory.  So in the prefecture, you2 

continue after the prison. 3 

Q.   [11:37:07] Were they all sleeping, according to your discussions?  Because I'm4 

not expecting you to have seen it, but were you told where, in what neighbourhood,5 

or in which house they would spend the night?6 

A.   [11:37:23] Well, I repeat:  They stayed -- I stayed two months at home, because7 

we didn't know people were going -- coming and going.  It was a situation of8 

insecurity. 9 

Now, after two months, those people who were moving, people with their cars,10 

nobody had the courage to do so.  It was only the bishop with his car who was11 

moving.  But that was another chapter, when Boda was in flames after the departure12 

of the Seleka, of Adam, because in the night, so ... 13 

Q.   [11:38:14] And during the period of the Seleka, when the Seleka -- or the first14 

wave arrived, if you know, what were the authorities doing, the gendarme, the15 

police?16 

A.   [11:38:34] Normally the authorities left, they would disappear.  That was it. 17 

Even later, I went to the MINUSCA, and it was the United Nations, to go and find the18 

préfet, because he'd come back.  That was at the end.  And he said, "Come back,19 

come back".  But I said, "If you're not going to come back, if people don't see you in20 

your place, in the office of the prefecture, how can people come back?  Because you21 

can't command peur -- people are -- people are afraid".  So even at the end of22 

everything, I had to go to MISCA and at that time, they had moved on -- it was -- they23 

were towards Mbata at the end of the village, leaving Mbaïki.  They'd made a site24 

there. * Now, to find the prefect, because he was the one who would give the25 
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example, that now we are safe, so that he would also say this on the diocese radio. I1 

am giving you a lot of details like this as that avoids a lot of questions2 

Q.   [11:40:00] As you can see, I'm taking lots of notes.  3 

Now, you answered a question from   the Presiding Judge earlier saying that the4 

Presiding Judge -- well, you said that you had known Patassé, you had known all the5 

presidents, apart from the founding president.  6 

Now, my question to you is this coup d'état by the Seleka that year, in terms of what7 

you saw, what was the difference with that coup d'état and the others?8 

A.   [11:40:31] Well, the fact that they were spread in the whole country, whereas the9 

others, they would take power and they would just stay in Bangui.  And even when10 

Bozizé came, also with Bokassa, there's a lot of damages when he came in, and Bozizé,11 

there were two days and there were shots fired and that was it.  So they stayed in12 

Bangui and that was it.  It was over. 13 

The Seleka, they were spread out, they were dispersed.  I don't know if that was an14 

idea, but I don't know.  Perhaps Islamisation, but I don't know.  But that might15 

have been an idea.  I heard that a bit, but that's not in the spirit of the Central16 

Africans, so -- they were working in vain for that, I think.  And that's the reason,17 

furthermore, why they left afterwards, when the Seleka left, and they went to come18 

together in the north.19 

Q.   [11:42:03] Now, you spoke about the fact that there were Seleka pretty much20 

everywhere in the country, and you said earlier, you talked about the fact that there21 

were Seleka in Mbaïki, there was another colonel -- there was a colonel in Mbaïki and22 

there was another colonel in another commune.  Did you know if there was a type of23 

hierarchy of the Seleka in Lobaye?24 

A.   [11:42:41] What we understood -- because they didn't explain their strategy to25 
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us -- what we understood was that they came under different people.  And perhaps1 

there was a general in Bangui, I don't know, but when we went up to Boganangone,2 

for example, there was nothing to do with Adam.  That's to say, you could see that3 

there were different leaders.  Now, when it came to their own structure, that was up4 

to them and the links that there were between them.5 

Q.   [11:43:18] Did you hear -- and with -- hear is what you heard, rather than what6 

you saw   -- did you hear anything with regard to the distribution of weapons by the7 

Seleka?8 

A.   [11:43:36] I can't say.  That wasn't my problem.9 

Q.   [11:43:43] You spoke about the departure of the Seleka, and we are going to10 

come back to that shortly.  At the time they left, did you understand what they were11 

doing with their weapons -- did you hear what they were doing with their weapons?12 

A.   [11:44:06] Well, it could be said that in Boda, for example, they gave them13 

because it was normal.  You could expect that.  You could expect a reaction from14 

the population, so that was the idea of everything, because there was lawa lawa, and15 

what does that mean?  That means when there is another moment to get vengeance,16 

or another time to get vengeance, this is something which, despite everything, it was17 

an imposition of authority.  So there was this -- there were fears about once the18 

Seleka left, that the other people who weren't Muslims, then they could attack the19 

Muslims.  So that was something that was in the air at the time.   20 

Q.   [11:45:06] And what do you mean when you say that it was normal, that you21 

could expect a reaction by the population?22 

A.   [11:45:13] Because the Seleka arrived and the fact that people slept outside,23 

et cetera, then there would come another time when they would want to get24 

vengeance because that was taken in a Muslim form, but there were a lot of Muslims25 
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who were very familiar with people, people who were born in the Central African1 

Republic, et cetera.  So there was a feeling like that.  It was the ones who arrived2 

afterwards, Rambo -- so they were expecting from him some type of reaction and now3 

he was the one who came to support the reaction, but it was the contrary, and so they4 

were a bit disappointed.  And to say that when it comes -- you can't control people's5 

feelings with regards to what they have received, when it comes to making6 

complaints, et cetera.7 

Q.   [11:46:24] So we're going to come back to that a bit later.  We'll come back to8 

Mr Yekatom and the famous day when he arrived.  9 

Still with regard to the Seleka - I have almost finished with the Seleka - how did you10 

learn about their departure, the definitive departure of the Seleka from Mbaïki?11 

A.   [11:46:54] It was at night.  It was the night when Adam telephoned my deputy12 

who -- well, he wanted to greet me and recognise that there had been the same13 

agreement with regards to the safety and security of people, and it has to be said that14 

he worked, and from the moment he arrived he already -- there were thefts, but he15 

still introduced himself and he said -- well, at the beginning, I said, I'm going to see16 

the effects, but afterwards, you have to have a look.  And he himself, he didn't want17 

to leave, even if they left at night, because he had to come to the meeting, the same18 

meeting, to bring them together, to have discussions and dialogue.  And it was only19 

the next day that they left, because the meeting almost failed, but they had to be20 

present.  And then he excused himself because he had orders from elsewhere and he21 

had to leave and go towards the north.  And so he thanked everyone and took leave22 

of everyone, but thanked everyone for the good cooperation that there had been. 23 

But it wasn't directly -- I didn't see him any more.24 

Q.   [11:48:36] And what did you understand from the reaction of the Muslims who25 
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were in Mbaïki when the Seleka started to leave?1 

A.   [11:48:51] Well, it was more than Mbaïki, it was Boda.  And why was there this2 

issue in Boda?  Because there was this feeling that now the others were going to take3 

vengeance.  And in Boda, why did all this happen?  Well, it was between them for4 

their business, Muslims, at night, and when they shot -- carried out shots, when they5 

heard it, well, they thought this is the moment.  The Muslims themselves who were6 

not aware of the disputes that there were between them, and so they said -- well,7 

they -- when they heard shots, they said, well, now it's the non-Muslims who are8 

going to get vengeance.  And they moved forward and they went towards the hill,9 

where there's a Catholic church, and they started burning the whole village.  And10 

then somebody left Boda on foot and he came to tell me, and that's how I heard about11 

it.  And Sangaris had to come.  And the French were tired because even -- it was12 

said, we found a weapons stock and there were things that had been made by hand as13 

well.  So they want to ensure that this was something true.  So there was trust in us,14 

because we had no interest in saying anything else other than what had happened15 

and, in particular, that was a matter of grace, because our mission was never changed16 

for soldiers from Sangaris, when they went to Mbaïki.  So the people from Mbaïki17 

went to Boda and that was with the authorisation of the French minister, Le Drian, or18 

what was his name?  Because I asked him and they said no.  If you wanted me to19 

telephone, then I called the Sangaris leader to say, "Look, something's happening20 

here" and they came with helicopters and they went to Boda with two helicopters,21 

and we saw them going towards Mbaïki and towards Boda, and then a22 

helicopter -- one helicopter stayed up, the other went down to ask the fathers or23 

sisters if they needed something, because straightaway they saved the situation, and24 

that -- it was thanks to the Sangaris.25 
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Q.   [11:51:44] Well, you were speaking about Boda, and I'm trying to go in a1 

chronological way, because you were speaking about that, so just some questions by2 

way of clarification.  You state --3 

(Speaks English) Just a minute.4 

(Counsel confers) 5 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:52:20](Interpretation) Now, just by way of clarification you say6 

that in Boda, why did all this happen?  This was between them for their own7 

business.  8 

Just a question, when you say "them", who are you referring to?9 

A.   [11:52:51] Well, this is what we heard.  We weren't in Boda.  The origin of the10 

war, or this event, where over one hundred houses were set alight from the enclave,11 

which is at the bottom.  When you arrive, there's a small market and there is a large12 

market.  Well, we were told that there were these issues between two Muslims,13 

issues between them, and they shot at night -- they fired shots.14 

Q.   [11:53:32] When you say "ils", "they", who?  Who are they?15 

A.   [11:53:37] These people -- well, I think they were people who were in conflict16 

with each other.  You know that the Muslims in Boda, I can tell you, normally -- they17 

weren't normally armed, because they carry out work with diamonds et cetera, and it18 

was known -- it was known that they had to be able to defend themselves.  I'm not19 

against it, but it was to defend themselves.  20 

So between them, there was this dispute that they had and we don't know who it was. 21 

It's not something we can know.  But at night, the other Muslims heard shots being22 

fired, so they believed that it was the non-Muslims who were taking vengeance and23 

they were shooting, firing shots, to get other people to come at night.  24 

So they took that up and they themselves started to burn the entire neighbourhood. 25 
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And there was a red line at the small market, at the top, and people went to the1 

mission to save themselves.  2 

When the Sangaris arrived, they asked if they needed anything, but there were3 

thousands of people who were in the compound of the Catholic mission at the top of4 

the hill.  They were already safe there because there is a wall, a compound, and they5 

were safe there.6 

Q.   [11:55:11] And when you say -- well, two questions by way of clarification. 7 

You say that the neighbourhood that was burnt, or where the houses were set alight,8 

is that a particular religious community whose houses were set alight?9 

A.   [11:55:27] No, it was the village, the village of Boda, the town of Boda.  It's a10 

town.  So Boda -- it's got even more inhabitants then Mbaïki, because there are a lot11 

of people who come to work.  So it's the town of Boda.  That's what was set alight12 

from what we call the enclave, which was really the Muslim neighbourhood. 13 

Usually the Muslims, when they come to the town, they come together.  It's normal. 14 

Like other ethnic groups, they come together.  So, from there, going towards the hill.  15 

So it wasn't a particular neighbourhood, but it was all those who were Muslim,16 

because they figured that others were against them and now they would take the17 

opportunity to get vengeance.  I don't know.  Have I answered?18 

Q.   [11:56:25] Yes.  Now, there's another question by way of clarification.  You19 

said that people took refuge at the mission.  Just so that it's clear, you're speaking20 

about the Boda mission?21 

A.   [11:56:36] In Boda, Boda.  St Michel -- St Michel of Boda. 22 

Q.   [11:56:40] And afterwards, because we are on the subject of Boda there, I23 

understood that somebody came on foot from Boda and they saw you in the hours or24 

the days, in the media.  And it was from that time that you informed the Sangaris?25 
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A.   [11:57:08] Yes.  Let's say that the Sangaris had just arrived in Mbaïki and they1 

were staying at the school, at the primary school.  So they all came in the morning to2 

greet each other.  They were very respectful.3 

Now, when I found that out, I took the commanders who were there from that4 

group -- I don't know what they're called; the detachment -- and I said, "Listen, there's5 

something that's happening in Boda and you have to intervene".  And I am sure,6 

because it wasn't -- this isn't something I heard, and there was nothing, no, it was7 

really a very serious situation.  And he believed me, and he telephoned and it was8 

from there that they accepted to carry out the mission.9 

And I have to massively thank the Sangaris.10 

Q.   [11:58:07] And so if I understand, they accepted to carry out the mission? 11 

A.   [11:58:12] That's at their level, and whether their leaders considered it was better12 

rather than leaving Bangui to go there, to go to Mbaïki, they didn't come to go to Boda. 13 

But that's what's quite exceptional.  I don't remember what he said, but it's14 

exceptional.  Normally you don't change a mission of a troop or a section which15 

comes for a mission.  They came to Mbaïki for their own mission, particular mission. 16 

And at that time there was already MISCA that were there in Mbaïki.17 

Q.  [11:58:50] I'm just going to -- it's my fault as well.  But we have to be careful,18 

because we are making the life difficult for the interpreters because we are -- we are19 

speaking without respecting the three-second rule.20 

A.   [11:59:12] I'm sorry.21 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:00:05] If I could just have a moment, because I'm skipping many22 

questions.  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:07] Of course.24 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:00:09] I'm just adjusting to his answers.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:00:11] Of course, specifically for these reasons,1 

you get even two or three moments.2 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:00:15] Thank you.3 

Q.   [12:00:50](Interpretation) I'm going to switch topics, Mr Perin. 4 

I want to talk about Mr Yekatom, whom you refer to as Rambo.  Could you now talk5 

to us about your first meeting in person with Rambo, with Mr Yekatom, please?6 

A.   [12:01:18] It was when we had the meeting.  I did not know him.  It was at the7 

meeting.  He arrived at the meeting complying with -- and first of all, through my8 

abbot and the prefect, I think that they had met in Pissa to agree on this meeting. 9 

And the meeting had as a goal to reach an agreement to work for the good of the10 

people, because they were just working against each other.  So it was between the11 

Seleka, Adam, in principle, and all the others -- all the authorities, the imams,12 

et cetera.  13 

It was a meeting to have an exchange and to see how, you know, is this really the14 

solution, to hit each other, to kill people?  We were looking at the situation and we15 

were seeking to optimise the situation that we were living through at that point,16 

without taking sides.17 

So I had sent my assistant, mister -- the Abbot Antarese and the prefect to Pissa, first18 

of all, because we thought we would have a meeting in Bobangui.  It is where there19 

is a national monument for Boganda.  It's not far from Pissa.  20 

So I said, "No".  They, first of all, wanted to come to Mbaïki.  I said, "No, you stay in21 

Pissa."  And it was Yekatom's merit.  He listened.  He stayed there.  Because we22 

heard that he wanted to come and I said, "Absolutely not."  I did not know him at23 

that point.  I was working through intermediaries.  24 

So when we said, "No, we will have the meeting in Mbaïki at my place in the training25 
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rooms" - in that training centre of the diocese there were big rooms - that's where we1 

would have the meeting and everyone can come, because I wanted to have as greatest2 

representation of everyone. 3 

If it had been at Bobangui, who would have gone?  Whereas here, he was the only4 

one to have to travel and, as it would be held in Mbaïki, everyone could come, listen5 

and have an exchange.  So, subsequently, unfortunately, the Sangaris itself, the day6 

before we were supposed to have a meeting, they left.  7 

But we still had the meeting.  We said, no, we will have the meeting, those who8 

remained, because we have to understand how the security situation is at that point.9 

So, I saw Mr Rambo, if you will -- well, I saw him when he came with his bodyguards. 10 

I wasn't interested in the details of how everything was; that wasn't what was11 

important.  What was important was to hold the meeting to understand what he had12 

in his heart, because he was seen as the head of the Anti-Balaka, all those who were13 

there to defend the people, because they were trying to defend the people.  And then14 

what did they do in the end?  Well, there you go.15 

So I did not know him prior to that, except through intermediaries.16 

Q.   [12:05:23] Before my next question, a little correction.  You said, "So, after,17 

unfortunately" you said the "Sangaris had itself"?18 

A.   [12:05:45] No, no, the Seleka.  The Seleka were supposed to come to the19 

meeting.  The Sangaris had nothing to do with the meeting.  Excuse me.20 

Q.  [12:06:03] So the Seleka left in the night on the eve of that meeting. 21 

Mr Yekatom arrived.  I would like you to describe who is present, who is invited22 

inside this training room, this training room that is close to the St Jeanne D'Arc23 

cathedral we referred to earlier?  Who was invited to come into this room and24 

describe to me the contents, the words of each person who spoke?  I will give you25 
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the floor so you explain how things happened within that room.1 

A.   [12:06:51] So, first and foremost, the Seleka agreed to have this meeting, but then2 

they received orders from elsewhere, according to which they had to leave and then3 

go regroup in the north.  So they agreed.  That already, it might seem insignificant,4 

but it's not, it meant that Adam had -- well, they had agreed to see how we could5 

reach an understanding.  As they had left, the atmosphere of those who had come to6 

the meeting on foot, including children, well, Rambo was coming to avenge, if you7 

will, the harassment which they had been subjected to by the Seleka, not the later8 

Seleka but, you know, this had lasted a long time.  It had lasted not two days, but a9 

year, rather.  And so, yes, there was that feeling.  They felt that Mr Yekatom was10 

there in the name of those who now would go on the attack.11 

So we held that meeting, but the meeting, on the contrary, was to create dialogue and12 

to try to find solutions to have free movement of people and that we live in peace.  In13 

a word, Yekatom came, he said, "I am a corporal of the FACA".  So that meant, "I am14 

here and I stand for order", in a sense.  FACA is the Central African army.  So, for15 

order.  And then he spoke very well of the order he wanted to restore, so that we16 

would maintain a good security situation on both sides.  And I said to him, "Listen,17 

sir, you spoke very well here, but everyone has to know this, so you have to repeat18 

the same thing at city hall before everyone, before thousands of people who are19 

gathered at the city hall.  You have to repeat what you said here."20 

Later there were other statements, but we don't have all the details of this.  But the21 

problem was that in that room where there were Muslims, there were all the22 

authorities present.  Those who had positions of responsibility in Mbaïki, they were23 

all present there representing their respective departments, or their communities.  So24 

everyone listened to what he said and there you go.25 
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Mr -- agreed, he said, "Okay."  We ended the meeting, because then he had to go to1 

speak to the people and tell the people what he had to say.2 

And I want to point out that people, they were still thinking, those who were outside,3 

they were still thinking that he was there to do something against the Muslims.  I4 

don't know what.  So when he arrived, I was not there, my deputies were there, they5 

were all there, * and it was clear and no one can say the opposite. He said: "And if a6 

youth attacks a Muslim, I will kill him.  If another Muslim attacks yet another, that7 

will -- I will kill him", and that really shocked.  The people were dumbfounded. 8 

That means that the expectation that they had, they realised was not what they heard9 

from Rambo.  I said, "Okay, this is a consequential figure."  He didn't say one thing10 

here and something completely different elsewhere.  That's it.  11 

Did I answer the question?12 

Q.   [12:11:33] Yes, thank you.  13 

Just give me a few minutes, because I think you have answered in fact several14 

questions. 15 

Thank you, Mr Perin.  Now I will now ask more specific questions on the16 

participants of the meeting in that room.  You said all the authorities were present17 

there.  And what I would like to know -- let's first speak about Mr Yekatom and of18 

his -- you said that he had his bodyguards there.19 

A.   [12:13:32] I think they were outside the room.20 

Q.   [12:13:34] How were they dressed?  Was Mr Yekatom and his bodyguards,21 

were they dressed in military attire?22 

A.   [12:13:45] I think he was dressed in military attire.23 

Q.   [12:13:49] And you spoke of the abbot Antarese, and I understood that Abbot24 

Antarese is the one who went to city hall to attend Mr Yekatom's statement made25 
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outside.  Was he also present in the room?1 

A.   [12:14:09] Yes, he was the one running things.  He is the one who had2 

contacted initially the prefect, Yekatom, in Pissa.  So he was the one running things3 

and I was presiding over the meeting and looking at what was going on overall.4 

Q.   [12:14:34] You said that there were authorities.  Do I understand that there5 

were also imams present?6 

A.   [12:14:48] Of course.7 

Q.   [12:14:57] Earlier, you spoke of the nuns who had come to bring their vehicle to8 

the mission.  Were there any nuns present at the meeting?9 

A.   [12:15:18] I suppose.  I don't know.  It was open.  All those who were10 

authorities, the idea was that they hear, that we had to hear.  To not have hearsay, to11 

hear one said this, one said that.  Everyone was there and that was the conclusion. 12 

And I can respect this, because he kept his word.  What he said there, almost to sum13 

up, was what he said at city hall.  He did not make a big speech, but he said now is14 

the time to not have conflict among us, but just respect each other.  And let's be15 

careful, because what saved - and this I want to say - what saved Lobaye is that16 

because we had in these cases where everyone's doing what they want and feel free to17 

get revenge and to take advantage of the situation, the fact that they knew that there18 

was a chief, a head, Rambo, there was this possibility of imposing something.  19 

This is what saved Lobaye.  It was a source of security, better than elsewhere in20 

Lobaye.  Lobaye was less damaged, suffered less damage than elsewhere.  And21 

why?  Well, one has to wonder.  And that, as well, when the prefect wanted to stay22 

in Boda, because he lacked authority, there was a need for someone like that that we23 

would know we could not just do any old thing, because otherwise you could be24 

punished.  Because, you know, when the -- requests are difficult, and I cannot25 
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condemn this.  And what was done elsewhere, I don't know.  But that's that.1 

Q.   [12:17:29] We have retrieved certain photos which I would like to present to you2 

so you can see if you recognise some of the people.  3 

I will show you two photos first of all.  This is tab 6, CAR-D29-0010-0165.  And4 

before asking you a question on this photo, I will show you tab 13,5 

CAR-D29-0010-0172.  6 

And -- 7 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:18:47] Ms Dimitri, we have to change the channel in the8 

witness -- rather, to evidence 1.9 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:18:52] I'm sorry.  No problem.  But she -- she can -- my colleague10 

can take control, so you can leave it on evidence 2, maybe.  I mean ... 11 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:19:03] Okay.12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:19:05] Well, we don't care if it is on evidence 113 

or on evidence 2.  We only care that it is one of these channels.14 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:19:37](Interpretation) 15 

Q.   [12:19:39] I know that the head is tilted, we don't see the head very well, but do16 

you recognise the person with the yellow and red flowery shirt?17 

A.   [12:19:52] Of course.  This is Abbot Antarese.18 

Q.   [12:20:00] So I do not have to show you the photo on tab 6.  That answers my19 

question.  20 

I will show you the photo on tab 19, CAR-D29-0010-0178.  21 

I imagine that you recognise yourself on the left of this photo.  There's an22 

individual --23 

A.   [12:21:02] That is my vicar, it is Abbot Maximin, who is a vicar.  24 

Q.   [12:21:12] Thank you.  We can then take this photo off the screen.  I will now25 
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show you another one on tab 18, CAR-D29-0010-0177.  And I apologise here ahead of1 

time, because we don't see very well, but I want to draw your attention to the lady2 

who has something on her head and who is wearing a white shirt.  My colleague has3 

just put the cursor --4 

A.   [12:22:09] Yes, I see.5 

Q.   [12:22:09] Do you remember her?6 

A.   [12:22:09] I cannot say.  Oh, perhaps it is someone's sister, but it's not clear. 7 

Perhaps a nun, servant of God. What is her name, who was there?  Yes, yes.8 

Q.   [12:22:49] I can help you, if my colleague does not object.  Is it Sister Charlotte?9 

A.   [12:22:56] Yes.  She was working at the seminary, at the centre, and her10 

colleague is already dead.11 

Q.   [12:23:19] And I will show you the one on tab 6, CAR-D29-0010-0165.  We see12 

the one you recognise as Abbot Antarese who is standing up in front of Mr Yekatom13 

and we see representatives of the Muslim community who are in the front rows.  We14 

also see Sister Charlotte, who is here.  So, when you look at the photos, is this the15 

room?16 

A.   [12:23:57] Of course.17 

Q.   [12:24:02] It is the room where the meeting took place?18 

A.   [12:24:05] of course.19 

Q.   [12:24:08] Mr Perin, you told us that after having heard what Mr Yekatom had20 

said in the room, you asked him to repeat that outside in front of the city hall.  I'm21 

talking about the meeting in that room.  Before he took the floor, before he spoke,22 

did you know what he would say?23 

A.   [12:25:13] Not at all.  We did not know   -- we knew we had called him there for24 

peace to be together, but what he would say -- he introduced himself as a FACA25 
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member, as a man of peace, a man of security to install security everywhere.  But1 

there was no question of -- but the term he used is very strong.  You know, talking2 

about killing someone, that's radical.  It was to say that he absolutely wanted people3 

to respect each other, the non-Muslims and the Muslims.  So he was not against the4 

Muslims.  That's what must be said.5 

Q.   [12:26:09] And in the room, I understand that there were several people who6 

took the floor.  Did you understand -- from the reaction of the people in that room,7 

did you understand that they agreed with the words spoken by Mr Yekatom, or they8 

disagreed with his words?9 

A.   [12:26:31] I think we all agreed.  There was no reaction to say no, because it10 

was so beautiful, so wonderful.  That's why I said, "Okay, if that's the case, then you11 

have to tell the others."  That proved that we were all in agreement.12 

Q.   [12:26:52] And now I'm going to reach far into your memory.  Do you13 

remember if Mr Yekatom said - and if you don't remember, it's not a problem, it's no14 

big deal - do you remember if he spoke about the Sangaris?15 

A.   [12:27:11] I do not believe so.  I cannot say anything.  It was not the purpose.16 

Q.   [12:27:26] And now my next question:  You had asked him to go and repeat17 

what he had said outside before the population at city hall.  Why did you deem that18 

what he had said inside that room, why did you deem it important that he say this to19 

the population?20 

A.   [12:28:05] Because I agreed with what he said.  I thought that that was a21 

solution to our situation.  So if we really did, as he said -- because everyone at the22 

meeting agreed, nobody reacted saying, "No, we must not do that".  So, if that was23 

the case, then everyone had to know that, that we did not have anarchy in Mbaïki. 24 

People had to know that we had to respect each other.  And the two parties, the25 
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Anti-Balaka and the others, who could have in different ways had discussions, or1 

disagreements, they agreed that we should respect one another, because it was not2 

what the population had expected, or at least a part of the population thought, okay,3 

now it's going to be lawa lawa, the time had come -- so, in fact, what we experienced in4 

that room was very positive.  He said, okay -- and I said to myself everyone has to5 

know this and we have to abide by this.6 

Q.   [12:29:39] We would like you to complete your sentence.  You said "a part of7 

the population thought that lawa lawa had come" and the time had come for ...8 

A.   [12:30:02] To get revenge.9 

Q.   [12:30:06] Now we've covered what he said and your interaction, I'm going to10 

ask more precise questions.  At any time did you intervene with Mr Yekatom to get a11 

vehicle back?12 

A.   [12:30:57] I haven't understood -- I haven't understood the question, such that he13 

gives a vehicle back?14 

Q.   [12:31:06] Did you have -- or did you at any time say to Mr Yekatom, or did you15 

warn him   -- warn him that what he was going to do one day was going to take him to16 

the ICC one day?17 

A.   [12:31:31] Not at all.18 

Q.   [12:31:34] Did you say to him or did you ever warn him that his behaviour or19 

his acts -- or had you ever warned him of a trial against him?20 

A.   [12:31:46] Not at all.21 

Q.   [12:31:49] Have you ever told him, Mr Yekatom, that he and his elements22 

couldn't continue to harm the population?23 

A.   [12:32:02] Not at all.24 

Q.   [12:32:05] We spoke about the speech within the room and we talked about the25 
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speech in front of the town hall at which Abbot Antarese was there.  To the best of1 

your knowledge, was there a speech at the bus station?2 

A.   [12:32:43] That he did another speech afterwards?3 

Q.   [12:32:49] That is to say, do you know if he also spoke to the population at the4 

bus station or not?5 

A.   [12:32:54] I have no idea.  It's close, it's close by.  I think everybody was there. 6 

The bus station isn't even a kilometre away.7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:33:10] Mr Perin, I have a question from the8 

bench.9 

We had a testimony -- we had a witness here -- 10 

THE WITNESS:  [12:33:16] (Interpretation) Yes. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:33:16] -- who testified or who alleged to have12 

been present also during this meeting, and I read to you what he said in court here13 

and you can comment on that.  That is P-2041, T -- transcript 229, page 88, line 3,14 

page 89, line 9.  This is the -- the latter one is what I want to read out.  He claimed to15 

have heard the following:16 

"Then the bishop said to him" and now he seems to quote, "You said you're not17 

Anti-Balaka.  But the elements who are following you and who are saying that they18 

are Anti-Balaka, the ones who are destroying the mosques and doing bad things, they19 

are acting under your orders.  If there are problems, it is you who will be brought20 

before the courts.  Even if it's not in the Central African Republic, it will certainly be21 

before the ICC."  End quote.  22 

Has alleged that you have said that.  When you hear that, is the witness -- is the23 

witness wrong or what do you want to say?24 

THE WITNESS: [12:34:42](Interpretation) I don't remember having said that.  Firstly,25 
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where it concerns the mosques, we were always in agreement with the members to1 

see what we should do to help them, et cetera.  So having -- I don't think I ever gave2 

a warning to Mr Yekatom, because otherwise -- no, I'm sorry, but -- well, I don't regret3 

it, but ...4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:35:17] No, no, you don't have to regret anything,5 

but we have you here and it is alleged that you have said something and it's6 

absolutely natural that the parties, participants or the judges, in that case, bring it up7 

and ask you.  Thank you for your question.  8 

Ms Dimitri.9 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:35:35] (Interpretation)  10 

Q.   [12:35:50] I'm going to change subject now that we've covered the meeting.  11 

Do you remember in Mbaïki there was a Malian representative?12 

A.   [12:36:13] Yes, the mayor.13 

Q.   [12:36:15] Do you remember somebody called Gary Mamadou?14 

A.   [12:36:21] Yes, that's the person.15 

Q.   [12:36:24] Do you know if something happened to his house?16 

A.   [12:36:31] When they left, because the Chadians came to find all the Muslims,17 

et cetera, and when the Muslims left, they greeted as they went past the mission. 18 

They waved handkerchiefs to thank the interventions -- thank us for the interventions19 

we had made, particularly for the mothers and children who came from the interior,20 

because it had been decided -- well, they were no longer in security, due to this21 

vengeance that could be carried out in different villages.  So the Muslims, they22 

gathered together in Mbaïki.  23 

And afterwards, some of them   -- well, there were Chadian lorries that came and they24 

got on their lorries and went to Bangui and afterwards towards the north.  And so25 
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how I intervened was asking Caritas in Bangui - Caritas is a group that works for1 

Catholic action - and getting them to help to give foodstuffs, et cetera.  And2 

afterwards I said, "Well, there's this charity organisation which is opposite the3 

cathedral, opposite the presbytery", and I said, "we have to empty all your reserves,4 

and what we have as well in the centre, to help these people who are arriving from5 

elsewhere."6 

I'm a bit emotional about this, because I'm talking about something that I experienced. 7 

So, that's to say that the Muslims were very grateful to the Catholic mission because8 

there was no other group that had helped them.  And I want to say that everything9 

that we had, we gave them everything, and afterwards we said, "We'll see".  That's it.10 

Q.   [12:38:43] The Muslims who came from elsewhere and who arrived in Mbaïki, I11 

understand that you gave them food and you intervened with Caritas?12 

A.   [12:39:10] Not directly.  Our Caritas.13 

Q.   [12:39:18] What was their condition?  Did they have a difficulty in getting food? 14 

What was their condition, their living conditions until the Chadian lorries appeared15 

to come get them?16 

A.   [12:39:41] Well, I always work with intermediaries.  It's not me directly who17 

would go myself, but I was told about what was going on with their situation.  You18 

have to imagine there were people, mothers who have babies, et cetera, they had to19 

leave everything, they had to leave their houses.  So what could they bring with20 

them?  Perhaps they could bring something, but then what afterwards?  So, I said to21 

those who were from Mother Teresa and, fortunately, they had just received some22 

reserves, because there were a group of poor people, and within their compound23 

there were children, there were old people, et cetera, they were looking after them. 24 

So I said we have to give it to them, and afterwards we have to see what we do.  And25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-254-ENG CT WT 11-12-2023 52/89 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR- D29-P-5015

11.12.2023           Page 53

you can't close your eyes to what you can see, also in the media, and I wasn't going to1 

give something directly myself.  No, it's not for the photographs that I did that.2 

Q.   [12:40:52] I understand.  So, I understand from your words that you're saying3 

there was a woman coming with a baby, that she would bring that baby, but there4 

would come a day when there wouldn't be enough food.  So how did the population5 

react to that, to the fact that you, with the help of your intermediaries, were providing6 

via Caritas, via these charitable organisations, you were providing them, the Muslims,7 

with food?  So how did the population react with regard to that?8 

A.   [12:41:51] Firstly, the Christians were saying, "What, you're giving that?"  "Well,9 

you have fields here, but the others, they've left."  So there was an issue with giving10 

things for free.  There was a -- just a reaction like that.  I'm not saying that there was11 

any bad will there, but saying that "We also have our needs, you know."  You know,12 

everybody had their needs.  In the Central African Republic, the pay of a worker is13 

one and a half euros by day, per day.  Forty-five euros a month.  It's a disgrace,14 

comparing it with Europe.  Shameful.  So, that's it.  15 

Everybody was trying.  If there was a distribution, they were saying, "You've been16 

giving something out", they would say, "Why not us?"  That was understandable.  It17 

wasn't with bad will.  I said, "No, look, go into the fields, you've got your fields. 18 

You're at home.  They've come from elsewhere, so they have to have absolute19 

priority".  And we had already, on other times, we had it with the mutiny in Bangui,20 

there were people who were saved from Bangui and we went to help them as well.  21 

So, for 40 years in Central African Republic, we had known all types of situations. 22 

For me, I'm for people.  I'm not for -- I don't know.  But to go back to Yekatom, if23 

you wish, I knew him on this occasion, but I didn't have other relations with him. 24 

But another time we had a meeting, I think it was the inauguration of a church, a25 
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chapel, and it was with the mayor, Roger, of Pissa.  And after mass, he said, "This1 

man here with the beard", he said, "who's that?"  He didn't recognise him.  "How2 

come you don't know him?"  And I said, "I don't know."  And somebody said, "Oh,3 

that is Mr Rambo."  "Ah, really?"  So I didn't have a particular relationship with him,4 

but I simply can confirm that he was a man of word because what he said in the5 

meeting was something he repeated with force, and that put an atmosphere in6 

Lobaye.  7 

Well, you can -- my vicar can testify to that, or bear witness to that, so that people felt8 

there was more security.  Or, in Bangui you didn't know what you might find. 9 

They'd say "Rambo, Rambo", but things were happening like that.  It's a war10 

situation.  It's untenable.  You can't master it, you can't control it.  So it was11 

necessary to attach yourself to somebody who had a bit of authority, and that's why I12 

said in Boda it was the same thing, the prefect himself said, "I have to stay some days13 

in Boda because, if there isn't authority there, people start crashing into each other".14 

Q.   [12:45:46] I'm just going to ask you to finish your sentence.  You said it puts an15 

atmosphere in Lobaye.16 

A.   [12:45:53] Oh, an atmosphere of insecurity.   17 

THE INTERPRETER:  [12:46:04] An atmosphere of security, corrects the interpreter.18 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:46:07] (Interpretation)19 

Q.   [12:46:08] You spoke about Lobaye.  I understand that you divided it up by20 

different parishes.21 

Now, in Mbaïki, were there bandits, were there thugs?22 

A.   [12:46:19] There are everywhere.23 

Q.   [12:46:20] And during this period where there was the crisis, were they still24 

present, these thugs and bandits?25 
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A.   [12:46:31] They put up roadblocks, and so if it's said that Rambo was responsible1 

for everything, that's just not possible because, firstly, I said, there were several2 

different leaders with the Seleka, et cetera.  So the situation was very different.  You3 

couldn't control everything.  Nobody could control everything.  It was afterwards4 

that one could say -- well, if you found out that something happened, then he could5 

intervene to punish them, rather than the contrary.  But you couldn't control6 

everything to make sure that somebody didn't do something.7 

Now, with regards to MISCA asked -- also asked Rambo to help them to bring order,8 

to bring order to the situation that he didn't control himself, with regards to the zone9 

or the region.  So I didn't see it, but we were told that, but apparently he received10 

fuel in order to be -- in order to carry out missions with a view to bringing order or to11 

try and ensure that things didn't degenerate.12 

Q.   [12:47:59] When you say "he received fuel" --  13 

A.   [12:48:08] Yes, that's Mr Rambo.14 

Q.   [12:48:10] And Mr Rambo received fuel from MISCA; is that correct?15 

A.   [12:48:15] I didn't see it, but I heard that.  And, of course, if he's asked to go on16 

mission, then he has to have the means to do so, of course.17 

Q.   [12:48:25] And when you say that he was asked to carry out missions because he18 

didn't know the area, he didn't know the area, who's "he"?19 

A.   [12:48:38] Oh, MISCA.  They came from  -- there were different nationalities,20 

and afterwards they were there.  How could they know that area?  So I understand21 

your wish for correctness every time.22 

Q.   [12:48:59] So we spoke about thugs, we spoke about bandits, we spoke about23 

different Seleka groups with different leaders.  To the best of your knowledge and24 

your understanding of what was happening at the time in Lobaye, apart from the25 
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thugs and bandits, was there a phenomenon of those who were declaring themselves1 

Anti-Balaka or who were using that term, to the best of your knowledge?2 

A.   [12:49:37] That's quite possible, quite possible.3 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:49:51] I have a suggestion for your Honours.4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:54] Yes.  It sounds promising, actually.5 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:49:56] It is.  It is.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:49:57] I have to say.7 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:49:59] I know you said you would shorten the lunch break.  I8 

would suggest if we could start the lunch break now, because I covered a lot I would9 

like to reread and eliminate a lot of what's left.  And I will certainly not -- absolutely10 

not use the number of hours that was indicated.  It's the first time, so I have to adjust.11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:50:24] Well, that's perfectly clear.  It's your first12 

witness -- 13 

MS DIMITRI:  [12:50:28] Yes.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:50:28] -- and you have to adjust.  Not only15 

because it's the first witness, but because it's a specific witness who has a lot to say, as16 

I said, and does not only answer yes or no, but comes forward with a lot of17 

information.  I understand that.  Very good proposal.  18 

Lunch break until 2 o'clock. 19 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:50:51] All rise.20 

(Recess taken at 12.50 p.m.) 21 

(Upon resuming in open session at 2.01 p.m.) 22 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:01:54] All rise.23 

Please be seated.24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:02:18] Good afternoon.  25 
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Ms Dimitri, you have still the floor.1 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:02:27] Thank you very much, Mr President. 2 

There was a bit of an accident, so if I can have a moment.3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:02:42] Well, this seems to be something that can4 

be repaired.5 

So, everything cleaned up?  But take your time, we're not -- we're not in a rush.6 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:04:03] Thank you.  Apologies.7 

Q.   [14:04:06](Interpretation) I do apologise, Mr Perin.  My glass fell over.8 

Good afternoon, Mr Perin.9 

A.   [14:04:18] Good afternoon.10 

Q.   [14:04:27] I would like to come back to Boda.11 

A.   [14:04:30] Yes.12 

Q.   [14:04:31] I have additional questions to put to you.13 

When you hear that the houses are burning in Boda, at that moment in time were the14 

Seleka of Boda still in Boda?15 

A.   [14:04:58] No, they are no longer in Boda.16 

Q.   [14:05:03] And if you recall, or if you are aware, with regard to this incident that17 

you mentioned, namely, two Muslims arguing, there was a shot in the night and then18 

the next morning things heated up.19 

A.   [14:05:31] That very night.20 

Q.   [14:05:32] Yes, apologies.  That very night.  21 

How long before that incident did the Seleka leave, if you recall or if you are aware? 22 

Did they leave the day before or the day before that or a week before that?23 

A.   [14:05:53] I don't think it was a long time before.  Not long.24 

Q.   [14:06:02] Now, you explained to us how things unfolded in Boda, how things25 
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were set off.  What I'd like to know is how you personally, monsignor, went to Boda?1 

A.   [14:06:26] Of course, I went to Boda.  I  was the first person to be on the move2 

after all that time with a car, because there was a lot of insecurity.  So, you know,3 

cars were something that was very coveted at the time. 4 

Q.   [14:06:50] Now, could you explain to us, and I'll let you explain to us for a few5 

minutes, at what moment in time you went to Boda, what did you note in Boda, how6 

did things unfold in Boda, and why do you come to go to Boda?7 

A.   [14:07:14] Well, I went to Boda because Boda was on fire, it was alight.  So8 

I called the Sangaris.  The Sangaris set up shop in Boda and after a while, I don't9 

know how long exactly because no one was moving around yet.  After the Seleka left,10 

you know, people weren't moving around freely as normal because people didn't11 

know, really, what was going to happen, because of the security situation, generalised12 

insecure situation in Lobaye.  I  went because, as I was a former curate in Boda, or13 

clergyman, I knew Boda, and I knew   the individuals in charge in Boda, a lot of people. 14 

And I wanted to bring peace and especially protect the poorer amongst them who did15 

not have a voice themselves.  That's my vocation.16 

So I went to see everybody who was -- well, hundreds of them, even thousands of17 

them who were in the mission, they were safe, because they had had to leave their18 

houses.  Some of them no longer had a home because it had been burnt down.  So,19 

you know, when a house burns everything inside burns as well, so they would grab20 

whatever they could.  Yes, so I went there, and when I went there, I saw the Sangaris21 

who were already there.  The MISCA was there.  I  also went there on one occasion22 

with the préfet.23 

Q.   [14:09:14] The préfet?24 

A.   [14:09:16] Préfet Alexandre, but that was afterwards.  The first time I went in25 
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the company, I believe, of Antarese.  We were going to see what situation prevailed. 1 

We didn't have any specific news.  I wanted to take stock of the situation there. 2 

And that was when we tried to bring the authorities together.  I  spoke to the mayor3 

at the time, Ali Bouba, I believe, in the Ali Bouba neighbourhood.  We had him come4 

to the town hall with all of those people who might be interested.  We wanted to5 

reach some kind of agreement, to reach peace.  We didn't want people waiting to6 

ambush each other and take revenge.7 

So Father Adelino, late Father Adelino, was the clergyman in Boda at the time, the8 

priest.  So I went to the enclave to talk to Ali Bouba, I believe, for us to see what we9 

could do for peace to be restored.  And everyone realised that it wasn't one group10 

pitted against another, you know.  It was an occasional situation.  That's what11 

I heard.  I  didn't see it myself.  So if, you know, things were set off and then the12 

houses were burned down for a fact associated with a non-Christian, then why would13 

we not be able to find some sort of peace? 14 

So, we came together at the town hall, and I also asked the minister of the interior to15 

come to the town hall.  He was a Muslim, an Arab, at that moment in time.16 

We called him, but I'm getting a little bit confused because even the -- Catherine17 

Samba also came, Samba-Panza that is, she also came.  We went there as a delegation18 

in the company of Willybiro.  How is it again?19 

Q.   [14:11:57] Willybiro-Sako?20 

A.   [14:12:03] Precisely.  He was the former minister.  So we brought together a21 

delegation and the transitional president could then send some soldiers in order to22 

provide security and restore order.  She then came to visit subsequently.23 

But, before that, our aim was to bring people -- it was to bring the gendarmerie.  We24 

realised that the MISCA, I don't know why, was against the non-Christians -- the25 
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non-Muslims.1 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:12:50] Says the witness.2 

THE WITNESS:  [14:12:51](Interpretation) And in the company of Alexandre, we3 

went to see the colonel, to speak with him, and we were told in Boda, "No, he's not4 

here, he's in Mbaïki."  And after that, we heard that he was there.  So we were5 

misled.6 

When we came back, the préfet went to complain to the general in Mbaïki, saying,7 

"I am the préfet of the Lobaye.  You shouldn't mislead people."  We wanted just for8 

there to be some kind of agreement.9 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:13:38](Interpretation)10 

Q.   [14:13:38] I have a number of follow-up questions.  11 

How did you realise that the MISCA was against the non-Muslims?12 

A.   [14:13:51] Well, against, I believe that they even killed somebody at the mission13 

before going to that site of refugees.  Yes, and we thought to ourselves, "Well, why? 14 

What's going on?" * They had set up a sort of red line and you could not go from one15 

side to the other.  But had he done something?  But why was he killed?  16 

We wanted to see the colonel in order to talk to him and we were told that the colonel17 

wasn't there, but he was there.   18 

So, Sangaris was not intervening in cases like that.  They were monitoring the19 

situation from above at the sous-préfecture.  There's a little bit of a hill, you know.20 

So we were under the impression that there was not an attitude of equality, if you21 

like.22 

Q.   [14:15:14] And you said that you had been misled with Préfet Alexandre and23 

that you wanted to see a colonel.  Should I understand that it's a colonel from the24 

MISCA?25 
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A.   [14:15:25] A colonel from the MISCA, yes, indeed.  He said that he had gone to1 

school at Saint-Floris, so, you know, that's quite a famous place in France, isn't it? 2 

Q.   [14:15:44] So when you came back to Mbaïki with Préfet Alexandre, I understand3 

from what you've just told us --4 

A.   [14:15:52] To complain, to complain.  That was his boss.  I think he was a5 

general, I don't know.6 

Q.   [14:16:04] If we come back a little bit in time, should I understand that the first7 

time that you went with Abbot Antarese to Boda, the Sangaris were not yet in Boda? 8 

Was that after or before your first visit that the Sangaris moved?9 

A.   [14:16:28] No, I believe that they were already in Boda because the Sangaris10 

moved quite fast.  Quite fast.  Yes, I think that they were already there.11 

Q.   [14:16:40] So -- I do apologise.  I  forgot the three-second rule.  12 

So, chronologically speaking, if I come back to your testimony from this morning,13 

there's an individual from Boda walking to Mbaïki who informs you of the situation14 

and then you talk to the Sangaris who exceptionally displaces the Sangaris mission to15 

Boda and then you went to take stock of the situation yourself to Boda, and did you16 

personally go to Boda on more than one occasion?17 

A.   [14:17:23] At least twice.  That time and another time with the préfet.18 

Q.   [14:17:37] And you indicated --19 

A.   [14:17:40] With the préfet in my car, you know, because at that moment in time20 

the préfet was a very courageous person.  He really helped.21 

Q.   [14:18:05] Please tell me if you need a moment. 22 

A.   [14:18:08] I'm all right.  I'm sorry.  I'm a bit emotional because these are things23 

that I've lived through.24 

Q.   [14:18:19] You do not need to apologise.  It's quite normal.  If you need a25 
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moment, please tell me. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:18:26] Absolutely.  Mr Perin, when you need a2 

pause, please let us know.  You can simply raise your hand and we will3 

accommodate.4 

THE WITNESS:  [14:18:37](Interpretation) It's all right.  You know, it's going to5 

come back.  It's not because we take a pause that it won't happen emotionally.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:18:48] That is a very acute observation, I would7 

say, and it would be -- it is absolutely human that you react this way.  So no problem8 

in that.  And we are -- and we are not in a rush at all.  So we take our time with that.9 

Ms Dimitri, I think we can continue for the moment. 10 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:19:08] Thank you.11 

THE WITNESS:  [14:19:09](Interpretation) Thank you.12 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:19:22](Interpretation)13 

Q.   [14:19:23] You indicated that the Sangaris in Boda were set up at the14 

sous-préfecture, and you said that they did not intervene in -- well, can you tell us a15 

little bit more what you mean by that?16 

A.   [14:19:34] Well, there was the MISCA who was there.  They were supposed to17 

do it.  But as there was a lack of equilibrium, we went to the president, we convened18 

a delegation.  We went to see President Catherine, didn't we?  Catherine19 

Samba-Panza, that is.  And we asked her -- Demafouth was her deputy at the time20 

with regard to security, everything was there.  So they wanted to take time.  And at21 

that moment in time, the president said, "Well, monsignor, with his team, with the22 

former minister, Willybiro-Sako, they didn't come to -- you know, you need to think23 

about it because they're going to come back tomorrow morning and they're going to24 

ask you what you have decided."25 
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So they decided to bring a team from the military or the gendarmerie, I don't know. 1 

They wanted there to be more equilibrium, a more balanced situation.2 

Q.   [14:20:51] I am going to ask you to finish your sentences.  You said the MISCA3 

was supposed to, and you trailed off. 4 

A.   [14:21:00] Well, they were supposed to restore order, to provide security, you5 

know.6 

Q.   [14:21:11] And so because of that lack of equilibrium, you went as part of a7 

delegation to see Madam Catherine Samba-Panza and you explained what the8 

president said when she said, "Well, look, monsignor's coming back tomorrow9 

morning".  So who was she talking to when she said that? 10 

A.   [14:21:36] She was talking to the minister, Demafouth.11 

Q.   [14:21:47] And when you introduced yourselves as a delegation before Madam12 

Catherine Samba-Panza, I understand that Willybiro-Sako was with you.  Now, was13 

the préfet there, if you recall?14 

A.   [14:22:01] I can't say.  It is possible, you know, because everyone who wanted15 

to restore peace and restore security, it's quite possible, but I don't remember how16 

many we were.  Anyway...17 

Q.   [14:22:29] I understood -- and I'm being reminded that we are not respecting the18 

three-second pause.19 

I understood that you alerted Sangaris, which moved to Boda.  Now, at that moment20 

in time, if you are able to recall, had the vehicles from Chad already come to get the21 

Muslims or not yet?22 

A.   [14:23:11] Not at all.  Not at all.23 

Q.   [14:23:16] So the vehicles had not yet arrived from Chad.  And you then went24 

to Boda.  25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-254-ENG CT WT 11-12-2023 63/89 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR- D29-P-5015

11.12.2023           Page 64

I'll come back to the delegation of Madam Catherine Samba-Panza subsequently.1 

Now, did you meet anyone on your way when you were going to Boda for the first2 

time?3 

A.   [14:23:41] Yes.  I  was stopped.  There were people hiding.  They were4 

Muslims.  They knew that I could protect them as well as others.  And, as5 

I -- I repeat, no one was moving around.  There were no cars.  This was the first6 

time that a car was out and about.7 

So, if they have beef with me, then everyone knows that it's my car.  They know it's8 

mine.9 

They came, and when they heard the noise, they saw the car, they saw that it was10 

mine and they came out onto the road and they asked me to help them because they11 

were in hiding.  They were frightened.12 

Now, bringing a lorry from Boda to take them to Mbaïki, I didn't know what I would13 

find in Boda, whether I could get hold of a lorry.  We were thinking about what14 

solution we could find.  So I left them like that.  I  said, "On my way back, I will see15 

if I can do something."  And in my mind I was thinking that if I got to Boda and16 

found a solution, then I'd -- I'd see what I could do and on my way back I would tell17 

them what we could do.18 

So, I went on my way.  I  saw there the situation, the refugees at the mission, and we19 

thought about what we could do with the Muslims, with the chef de quartier, the20 

neighbourhood chief. 21 

I knew Boda.  Everyone knew me from a few years before.  I  had been a clergyman22 

there.  No-one had anything against me and I could move around.  So I wanted to23 

get a feel of the reasons behind all of this, to find solutions.  And it was at that24 

moment, the Sangaris was there, we realised that we needed a figure of authority.25 
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So, when I went with the préfet on the second occasion, he said, "I must come and stay1 

here in Boda for a few days in order to have people see that there is a figure of2 

authority present, that we're not doing any old thing.  So, when people want to3 

wreak revenge, they know when there's no figure of authority, that they won't be4 

punished, so we need to prove to them, for it to be understood."5 

So, I went and asked.6 

Q.   [14:26:50] As far as the Muslims who stopped your vehicle on the road are7 

concerned, do you recall which commune they came from?8 

A.   [14:27:00] I believe it was next to Boboua, but it was just before arriving in the9 

village itself.  It was -- Boboua is the village between Mbaïki and Boda.  It is at the10 

limit of the zone.11 

Q.   [14:27:20] It's still in la Lobaye?12 

A.   [14:27:23] Yes, it's still in la Lobaye, within the sous-préfecture -- the former13 

sous-préfecture, but approximately 60 kilometres from Mbaïki.14 

Q.   [14:27:40] I'll come back to Boboua a little bit later in your testimony.15 

Now I would like to play you a video.16 

So I'm going to present a video to you.  It's at tab 27 of the Defence binder17 

CAR-OTP-0023-2764.  I'm going to put questions to you after you have viewed it. 18 

From 01:23 to 03:16, and the transcript to be found at the -- tab 28,19 

CAR-D29-0006-0103, page 1, lines 21 -- 24, apologies, to line 17 on the second page. 20 

And you should have a copy of the transcript in your booths, ladies.  Could you21 

please tell us when you are ready?  22 

I'll repeat:  Page 1, line 24 to page 2, line 17.23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:29:33] I already saw a thumbs-up, so I think we24 

can proceed.25 
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MS DIMITRI:  [14:29:41] (Interpretation)1 

Q.   [14:29:41] Monsignor, the sound on this video is very bad, so you need to be2 

particularly attentive to the person who is speaking and then I'm going to have one or3 

two questions on the video.  4 

(Viewing of the video excerpt)5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:29:50](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 6 

"And there have been so many exactions after the departure of the Seleka from the7 

town of Boda that the two communities, both Muslim and non-Muslim, really have8 

become enemies, because we need to use terms, because from time to time acts of9 

violence and hostility are unleashed, either in the camp of the non-Muslims or on the10 

side of the Muslims and this has created a great deal of frustration, a great deal of11 

hatred within the population and the town that in the past was a very beautiful town12 

is practically destroyed, half destroyed, and the non-Muslim population for the most13 

part are living in the plantations in the surrounding areas or in the fields.  And that14 

tells you exactly what conditions they are living with in outside weather, adverse15 

conditions.  There are many cases of illness, of malaria, diarrhoea, et cetera.  And so16 

the situation in Boda is particularly difficult and the local authorities, particularly the17 

préfet and the bishop of Mbaïki, after all the attempts at reconciliation that took place18 

and that were not successful, thought that this time they would call upon the19 

inhabitants of Boda at the resource persons hailing originally from Boda.  And that is20 

how this -- we were able to think about what we could bring forward as a proposal to21 

the government.  So this is the meaning behind the meetings that we were able to22 

hold in Mbaïki, that we were able to submit to Madam   President of the republic, a23 

memorandum on the main proposals that we are making to the government to find24 

solutions to come out of this crisis.  And, thankfully, the President has welcomed us25 
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well and welcomed our initiative and has immediately put in place a platform of1 

numerous members of government, councillors, et cetera, et cetera."2 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:32:17] (Interpretation)3 

Q.   [14:32:18] Did you recognise Willybiro-Sako?4 

A.   [14:32:26] Yes, of course.5 

* Q.   [14:32:28] He said that the local authorities, in particular the préfet and the6 

Bishop from Mbaïki, called upon the locals of Boda and there was a meeting with7 

Madam Samba-Panza.  Do you -- and the Bishop from Mbaïki was you?8 

A.   [14:32:49] Yes, of course.9 

Q.   [14:32:53] Amongst the locals of Boda who stepped up in the same vein, in order10 

to bring about peace, can you remember of an individual called Fidel Soussou.11 

A.   [14:33:23] Yes, a former mayor.12 

Q.   [14:33:31] What you heard, the extract you saw from the video, Sako, does that13 

sum up accurately?  It's just an extract, but does that sum up the situation and the14 

attempts of intervening? 15 

A.   [14:33:45] Absolutely.  Willybiro was a former minister.16 

Q.   [14:34:04] The former minister of -- Sako, later in that interview, I'm not going to17 

have you listen to it, but he says that the state must be present in Boda, the18 

government, so that they can work together with the international forces.  Did you19 

have any discussions about that when you had the meeting with the President20 

Samba-Panza when you returned?21 

A.   [14:34:40] That was the very purpose of the meeting.  That was the reason why22 

we were going to meet.23 

And since I didn't have the habit, let me add if you don't mind, to have a meeting24 

with the president, that's why we asked the former minister to ask him to find out25 
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how we should do that, because -- when to come there, what day, et cetera, et cetera. 1 

Since he was a former minister we had a meeting, a rendezvous, immediately.  As he2 

said, it had happened very cordially and it happened immediately.3 

Q.   [14:35:25] I'm now going to show you a document.  Sorry, I don't know exactly4 

where the document is. 5 

(Counsel confers) 6 

A document which is 35 of the Defence binder, again on Boda, Mr Monsignor Perin. 7 

It's a report of a joint mission done by the President Samba-Panza to -- for -- this is8 

CAR-D29-0005-0392.9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:36:46] Which part specifically do you want to10 

show?11 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:36:50] I thought I had noted it down, but -- I'm usually very12 

organised.13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:36:55] Is it about the composition? 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:36:57] No, it's a part where he's specifically mentioned.15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:37:01] Okay.  Yes.16 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:37:03] That's why I wanted to...17 

I'm sorry, Mr President, there was a bit of confusion, it's my fault, in my notes.  But18 

there's a specific extract where he's mentioned, that's why I don't want to go on parts19 

where he's not mentioned.   20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:37:37] Well, if you don't find it at the moment,21 

you can do that at a later stage, but perhaps proceed simply.  I  think you will find it22 

again, but we don't want to waste our time by searching for something.  Then there's23 

a tendency to get nervous to find it and it doesn't work out in the end. 24 

(Counsel confers) 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-254-ENG CT WT 11-12-2023 68/89 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR- D29-P-5015

11.12.2023           Page 69

MS DIMITRI:  [14:38:00] I have it.  Thank you.1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:38:01] Even better.2 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:38:03](Interpretation)3 

Q.   [14:38:04] I do apologise for this interruption.  I'm going to start again.  4 

I'm going show to show you a document which is a press conference of an adviser5 

who was sent by President Samba-Panza because of the framework of the situation in6 

Boda.  So, for the record, it is 14 of the OTP binder and the ERN is7 

CAR-OTP-2127-6194.  8 

You're going to see your name, Mr Perin, on line 312.  9 

During that press conference the adviser said that in the evening, we paid a visit to10 

Mbaïki to Monsignor Rino who welcomed us in the church and discussions took11 

place.  They lasted about 30 minutes.  He stressed the need to act immediately12 

because the government has waited too long in sorting out the crisis in Boda.13 

My question:  Do you recall having these types of conversations in Mbaïki with the14 

authorities as regards Boda after your visit to Mr -- to president Samba-Panza?15 

A.   [14:39:54] Yes, I have, I do recall.16 

Q.   [14:40:10] Once again, I'm going to change topics.  I  would like to talk about the17 

visit.  We have an extract which we saw a bit earlier, the one of Samba-Panza and the18 

Minister Le Drian, a visit where you were present in Mbaïki.19 

A.   [14:40:32] In Mbaïki.20 

Q.   [14:40:33] Yes, in Mbaïki, in 2000 -- 12 June 2012.  I'm going to show you21 

another extract, 12 February 2014.  The video is tab 1 of the Defence binder,22 

CAR-OTP-2023-1636, from 14:15, and in the transcript, which is tab 2 of the binder,23 

which you have in the booths, CAR-D29-0006-0107, page 6, line 25, up to page 7,24 

line 15.25 
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I'll let you see the extract and then I have some questions I'd like to put to you.  1 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 2 

THE INTERPRETER:  [14:42:02](Interpretation of the video excerpt) "The3 

Archbishop of Mbaïki, Monsignor Guerrino Perin, urged everyone to follow the4 

example of Christ who asks to -- forgiveness for all.  5 

[...] I want to pass on the words of the church during this visit today, given the -- and6 

I'd like to thank everyone for making it possible to improve the situation and I hope7 

that things will change permanently. 8 

I also want to say something to everybody, the population.  9 

Peace is up to all of us to build it.  Each of us must contribute so if we change our10 

mentality, a mentality which is stronger than the one where we kill everybody, where11 

we have the courage and the possibility to forgive the others.  That must become12 

stronger.  That is more worthy of us. 13 

And so, we have always lived together in peace, and I hope that we will be able to14 

continue this communion.  15 

To conclude, given the situation which we are facing, the préfet is not living at his16 

place, the sub-prefect can't do that because there's nothing in his house.   We must17 

go beyond appearances and, really, move into action and do some practical steps. 18 

Please, I urge you to listen.  19 

Thank you very much for having come."20 

THE WITNESS:  [14:43:49](Interpretation) So, you see, I don't always speak Sango. 21 

Once again there were the authorities there, so I had to speak French, not Sango.22 

MS DIMITRI: [14:44:06](Interpretation)23 

Q.   [14:44:08] During that meeting with the President Samba-Panza and the24 

Minister Le Drian, I want to ask you a question which you might find a bit odd, but25 
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I want to put to you some allegations.  1 

Do you recall that a Muslim was killed on that particular day?2 

A.   [14:44:32] Not at all.  Those are rumours.  No, not at all.3 

Q.   [14:44:45] You spoke to the population, the crowds, you saw the people who4 

were around the president.  I  won't show you the speech she held, but afterwards,5 

do you know why she chose Mbaïki?6 

A.   [14:45:04] Well, that's the headquarters of the prefecture.7 

Q.   [14:45:13] Of that area?8 

A.   [14:45:16] Yes, of course.9 

Q.   [14:45:19] How was she received that particular day?  Were the crowds pleased? 10 

Did they jeer and boo?11 

A.   [14:45:30] No, no, no.  They were warmly welcomed, I think, because they12 

knew she was coming for peace.  You know, when I did the organisation for the13 

Pope, I took the same refrain, and I also taught them to the Muslims, and it was:14 

"Peace is me, is you, is us, all of us together."  That was what the refrain was.15 

Q.   [14:46:12] I'm sorry I'm stressing this, but I want it to be crystal clear.  You've16 

said she was welcomed warmly.  So as far as you can remember, the president was17 

not booed on that particular date?18 

A.   [14:46:28] No, I haven't got that impression.  I  was with the authorities, but19 

I don't have any recollection of that.  I  don't think so.  Firstly, this transitional20 

period was warmly received, even afterwards with the others there.  Maybe there21 

was a certain group.  It always happens.  That's possible.22 

(Counsel confers) 23 

THE WITNESS:  [14:47:15](Interpretation) May I also add.  It's thanks to her that we24 

could have the Pope.  The Muslims wanted the Pope, but the general impression of25 
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the French didn't want the Pope to be there because of reasons of security.  And we,1 

the bishops, wanted, because the president was in agreement with our position.  So2 

this is just to say the president was well regarded, highly regarded by the general3 

population, but I'm sure there are some who must disagree with that, but generally4 

speaking, warmly welcomed.5 

Q.   [14:48:08] Thank you, Mr Perin.6 

Once again, I'm going to change topics.  The more I change topics, the more7 

headway we make and the earlier we can terminate.8 

I have another document which I'd like to show you.  CAR-D29-0005-0392.  0396,9 

that's the page number.  It is tab 35 of the Defence binder.  0396.  10 

And I'd like to draw your attention, once again it is a parliamentary mission report11 

and in this report we talk about the town of Boganangone.  And it says, and I quote:  12 

"In this town, the situation is rather unique: the population Peuhl sought refuge13 

amongst the Catholic priests of the Saint Daniel church.  The Peuhl are protected by14 

the Anti-Balaka of Boganagone against the Anti-Balaka coming from LA Mbi and15 

Yaloke who are allegedly more violent."  16 

End of quote.17 

My first question, monsignor:  In the beginning of your testimony I asked what18 

mission you belonged to, because you explained to us that it's the missionaries of St19 

Daniele Comboni.  So here, when you look at the report which states that the Peuhl20 

population sought refuge in the Catholic priests in the St Daniele Comboni Church,21 

are you talking about the same mission?  Could you perhaps explain a bit more to22 

us. 23 

A.   [14:50:34] It is the head of the church who built that house.  When I moved24 

from bishop -- from Lobaye, there was no dioceses.  I  inherited three parishes and25 
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I left with 10 parishes.  Boganangone didn't exist as a parish.  It had a little chapel. 1 

So we built the main church and the head was Daniel Comboni, because since it was2 

the last parish, I never had -- I didn't want to impose mine, since he's our founder. 3 

But it was the last site, as each parish has its own protector, St Paul's, Jeanne d'Arc. 4 

This was St Daniel Comboni, which has nothing do with the congregation; it was the5 

patron of the church.  There was the church, the Presbyterian, there were the nuns,6 

and the school, which we built later, because the nuns didn't come at a certain point7 

in time.  So it was very difficult to find adequate personnel, and everyone accepted8 

simply because they felt very unsafe.9 

Lambi goes towards -- goes from Boganangone onwards to Mbaïki.  I  did10 

Mbaïki-Boganangone.  But we could go around that by going Mbaïki-Mbaïki.  You11 

could go to the north from Boganangone and come to Mbaïki via Yaloke.  The road,12 

or the route, was called Yaloke. 13 

So it's true, the youth of Boganangone protected that area and sought refuge in the14 

church, and I went to Boganangone.  There was a lot of insecurity.  The fathers of15 

Boda were scared to come with me. *A nun accepted and agreed to come with me, a16 

nun from Martinique. So we went with-- there was also -- the Abbot Antarese was17 

with me, and we went to see what was going on.  In all this I was never at peace18 

myself, I wanted peace in my diocese at the risk of my life. I risked it many times. We19 

wanted to protect the poor, those who didn't have a voice. 20 

And there, there were other Seleka. present there.  There was a case of a catechist21 

who had deceived them, the Seleka, and he deceived us as well. He came looking for22 

protection and defence, and he didn't tell us the truth.  When we went to see him I23 

found out the truth from the Seleka. But I said, "Why did you not tell me? 24 

These are small details just to explain to you what we really wanted, because it was25 
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possible, it was possible to try and find some sort of agreement.1 

Q.   [14:54:38] I have some other questions on Boganangone, which is in Lobaye?2 

A.   [14:54:48] It's in Lobaye.  It is in the sub-prefecture which is the northern-most3 

part of Lobaye.4 

Q.   [14:54:56] And you say that it's true that the youth protected, but you didn't5 

finish your sentence.  So the youth protected the Peuhl?6 

A.   [14:55:08] Yes, the Peuhl, but also the rest.  They protected their town,7 

because —  and there you can understand it —  the Anti-Balaka coming from all sides8 

with various ideas, they were worse than the Seleka at that moment.  That's what9 

was happening.  They thought they were leaders, chiefs.10 

Q.   [14:55:32] And when you say the Anti-Balaka came from all sides, could you be11 

more specific?  Are you talking about those who escaped --  12 

A.   [14:55:42] Via Lambi.  The Lambi route. 13 

Q.   [14:55:49] And when you say the Anti-Balaka came from all sides, does that also14 

include Yaloke, is that what I am to understand? 15 

A.   [14:56:00] No.  No, perhaps they came from there, but I don't know -- we don't16 

know where they came from, because Yaloke is very far away.  It's no longer in17 

Lobaye.  I t's on the other side of Bangui.  The centre Boganangone is not a18 

commercial centre.  The centre for that is further north.  19 

What's it called again?  It's about 20 kilometres where you had the heads of the20 

Seleka.  They weren't in Boganangone.  It was a bit further away in a town I can't21 

remember the name, but I'm sure it will come back to me later.  There, there were22 

deputies.  There wasn't only a single person who was in charge of Lobaye.  There23 

were several of them.24 

Q.   [14:57:02] And the youth who protected their town in Boganangone was a25 
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self-proclaimed group?  Who are these young?1 

A.   [14:57:16] Yes, they were a self-proclaimed group.  In general, we called them2 

"Anti-Balaka" because that was the official term, but afterwards it took various turns3 

and paths because sometimes they also caused damage.4 

Q.   [14:57:43] Do you know Boguere, a town called?5 

A.   [14:57:51] Yes, that's it, Boguere.  We call it "Gazipama", that town there.  But6 

the civilians called it Boguere.  Yes, yes, yes.  It's about 4 kilometres away.  I7 

remember.  That's the commercial centre and the Seleka commander lived that town. 8 

Thank you. 9 

And the St François church, if you want to understand the pattern, it is the St François10 

d'Assise.  That was the church.11 

Q.   [14:58:40] You talked about the Seleka who have several leaders.  You just12 

mentioned the self-proclaimed defence groups of Boganangone who were generally13 

termed the Anti-Balaka.  You also mentioned the fact that the Anti-Balaka came from14 

all sides.  These groups -- I don't want to talk about the Seleka.  I  want to talk about15 

the self-proclaimed defence group.  Did they have one single chief or several?16 

A.   [14:59:10] I don't know.  How can I know?  It's not my -- that wasn't my17 

problem.18 

I rented those from Boganangone because they took the defence of the Peuhl people19 

who could become targets, you know, the Peuhls.  So they are Muslims, and what20 

have they done wrong?  You know, why would they be targets? 21 

Q.   [14:59:43] And in Boganangone, these Peuhl were the targets.  Who was22 

targeting them?23 

A.   [14:59:53] Well, they could be targeted.  That doesn't mean to say that there24 

was somebody specific.  They needed to be protected.  We're talking generally25 
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speaking, because people were coming from all over the place and you don't really1 

know what's going on in their heads when they're seeking revenge.  * Lawa lawa,2 

that's what it was always about.  Now it’s our time.3 

Q.   [15:00:37] I'm going to have you listen once again to what préfet Alexandre4 

Kouroupe-Awo had to say.  He was talking about Boganangone.  And then I'll have5 

a few questions to put to you.6 

So this is for the record, at tab 1 of the Defence binder, CAR-OTP-2023-1636, from 8:10,7 

from 8:10.  And the transcript can be found at tab 2, CAR-D29-0006-0107, at page 4,8 

that's for the interpreters.  It's going to be very short, from line 15 to line 21.9 

(Viewing of the video extract)10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:01:58] (Interpretation of the video extract) 11 

"Let's come back to the cases of Boganangone and Mbaïki.  12 

The sous-préfecture of Boganangone suffered the most from cruelty of a warlord that13 

I do not want to name here because of Anti-Balaka retaliation that has already caused14 

the death of 40 people from 24 to 26 January 2014.  The razzias and the punishment15 

expeditions of this warlord have given rise to a number of human casualties and fires16 

in the villages, but the information relative to this was not really relayed.  And to17 

date, Boganangone has been forgotten and abandoned."  18 

End of excerpt.19 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:02:54](Interpretation)20 

Q.   [15:02:54] You heard the préfet Alexandre who is talking here about21 

Boganangone.  When he talks about the warlord, he is referring to a Seleka, an22 

Anti-Balaka, who is he referring to?23 

A.   [15:03:12] I believe that at the beginning it was the Seleka, a chief called Babo24 

(phon), a name, something like that.  He was the general.25 
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Q.   [15:03:28] You gave us the first syllable. 1 

A.   [15:03:36] Because -- well, you should know the name.2 

Q.   [15:03:38] Yes, I can tell that you've got a very good memory.  I'm going to help3 

you somewhat.  Does Barbosa ring a bell? 4 

A.   [15:03:50] Well, there you go.  That's it.  I  never met him, even if somebody5 

said that I did meet him.  No, I met his deputy in Boganangone, but he was in6 

Boguere, Gazipama we called.  In order to save a catechist who had also misled us. 7 

Because I realised that the chief, the Seleka chief did not speak either French or Sango. 8 

He spoke Arabic and he would translate just what he wanted to, but not what people9 

would say.  So we wanted to -- he wanted to tell the chief what he wanted to say and10 

not what we had said.  And as I knew Sango well -- this was a young man of11 

18 years of age, so the sister was saying, "Look, listen, think about your mother."  So12 

you can see the sister.  And we did manage to save that person because he would13 

certainly have been beaten.14 

Q.   [15:05:03] You explained to us what you know about Boganangone?15 

A.   [15:05:12] Well, I went after.  That's why I went to Boganangone, because of16 

that situation, the one that the préfet was writing about.  That Boganangone had been17 

somewhat forgotten.  It's 90 kilometres from Boda and 60 kilometres to get to18 

Boganangone and with roads that you have no idea about.  So, the road, it's called a19 

road, but reality is somewhat different.20 

Q.   [15:05:41] And do you know whether préfet Alexandre intervened in21 

Boganangone or not?22 

A.   [15:05:48] I do not believe so.  I  do not believe that he ever came up.  No, no,23 

he came to Boda with me.  As I said to you earlier, he came with me in my car.24 

Q.   [15:06:06] Now, as we are talking about -- or we're here on the video.  I'm going25 
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to show you a screenshot of another individual.  1 

Yes, I'm sorry, please go ahead.2 

A.   [15:06:26] But understand me correctly.  He went to Boda under his own steam3 

subsequently.  On the first occasion it was with me in my car.  He stayed in Boda4 

for a few days in order to make the presence of a figure of authority felt, and that was5 

under his own steam.  He went under his own steam.6 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:06:50] Repeats the witness.7 

THE WITNESS:  [15:06:52](Interpretation) But not to Boganangone, I do not believe8 

so.9 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:06:59](Interpretation) 10 

Q.   [15:07:00] When you say "he", who do you mean?11 

A.   [15:07:03] Alexandre the préfet.12 

Q.   [15:07:09] (Overlapping speakers) 13 

A.   [15:07:10] Yes, very well, well found.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:07:13] A very good préfet, I think.15 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:07:17] I'm doing my best to avoid the overlaps, sorry.16 

Q.   [15:07:25] (Interpretation) I'm going to talk about another figure of authority in17 

Mbaïki.  I'm going to show you a screenshot, the mayor.18 

A.   [15:07:33] The former mayor.19 

Q.   [15:07:34] The former mayor of Mbaïki.  And can you speak to us about20 

Raymond Mongbandi? 21 

* A.   [15:07:57] Raymond, yes. I know that once a well had to be made, but he didn’t22 

put us on the job. I was able to do it anyway.  Sometimes, you know, people speak23 

and speak, and reality is quite different.  But I can't really say.24 

Q.   [15:08:16] If you were to compare the actions of the Préfet Alexandre25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-254-ENG CT WT 11-12-2023 78/89 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR- D29-P-5015

11.12.2023           Page 79

Kouroupe-Awo and the actions of the mayor of Mbaïki --1 

A.   [15:08:29] Of that time, no, it was the préfet, the préfet.  I  say, generally speaking,2 

the authorities would -- would get angry, and generally speaking the préfet, but --3 

Q.   [15:08:49](Overlapping speakers)4 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:08:50] Overlapping speakers.  The interpreter could not5 

follow.6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:08:55] Ms Dimitri, please slow down.  7 

MS DIMITRI:  Oh, sorry. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:08:57] Please slow down so the -- otherwise, we9 

have overlapping speakers and then we cannot follow the transcript anymore.10 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:09:06] The witness said: "Generally speaking the figures of11 

authority would remove themselves, "s'est pas effacé".12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:09:17] Okay.  Then we have this too, so we can13 

continue.14 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:09:29] (Interpretation)15 

Q.   [15:09:30] I would like to change topic once again, Monsignor Perin.  16 

We talked about this a little bit, but I need to come back to it with a little bit more17 

clarity.  I'd like to talk about the departure of the Muslims from Mbaïki by convoy18 

that came from Chad.19 

A.   [15:09:58] Yes.20 

Q.   [15:10:13] I'd like us to come back somewhat in time because I'd like to21 

understand.  The Muslims were living in Mbaïki, they were from Mbaïki.  Now, at22 

a given moment in time, did the number of Muslims in Mbaïki increase?23 

A.   [15:10:38] Yes, of course.  All the Muslims who were outside of Mbaïki in the24 

small villages would come together, probably because they had heard -- or maybe25 
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some people went to get them, I don't know.  But Mbaïki was full of Muslims who1 

had come from elsewhere, from elsewhere in the region of la Lobaye, that is.2 

Q.   [15:11:12] And how did they come together?3 

A.   [15:11:17] Well, they were in the houses.  They were welcomed in the -- or4 

taken in, in the houses of Muslims in Mbaïki for the most part.  They didn't come to5 

the mission to ask if there was shelter or if they could be welcomed.  It was in the6 

town itself.  It was amongst themselves, amongst Muslims.  There wasn't a site to7 

say -- or that I'm aware of for people who were arriving.  8 

Q.   [15:12:02] Do you know how   -- please wait.  You're going to understand what9 

I'm getting at.  Do you know how they came together in Mbaïki, how they travelled10 

to Mbaïki?11 

A.   [15:12:26] I can't tell you.  I  never saw.  I  know that they were there because12 

every now and then Muslims would come and ask for help.  They would present the13 

situation to us and ask what they could do.  There was the jealousy of others saying14 

"Well, you know, why you are helping others?  We're poor too."  That's what15 

I mentioned earlier, remember.  I  knew the situation for what it was and on the basis16 

of what people told me, what people who came to the mission told me.  They would17 

say, "Well, could you possibly help us because this or that situation is going on," and18 

I would send other individuals on my behalf in order to ascertain what was going on19 

and what measures could or should be taken.20 

Q.   [15:13:29] According to your understanding of things, why did they choose21 

Mbaïki?  Why did they come to Mbaïki?22 

A.   [15:13:38] Well, Mbaïki is the head town of the region.  There are préfets there. 23 

There are figures of authority.  There is some security outside.  This is just, you24 

know, all for appearance, not -- three gendarmes aren't going to be able to react if an25 
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attack happens.  But they felt more protected in Mbaïki because it's a large town, it's1 

the main town, and there was more possibility to -- to live, you know.  You should2 

understand or imagine what villages are like outside, meaning that you could only3 

choose Mbaïki, really.4 

Q.   [15:14:31] Now, if we try and establish the moment in time when they started to5 

arrive, did the Muslim refugees arrive in Mbaïki before or after the meeting, the6 

meeting that was held in the training room?7 

A.   [15:14:51] It was afterwards.  They left afterwards.8 

Q.   [15:14:57] I understand -- I understand that they left.  I  understand that they9 

left after the meeting in the Chadian convoys.  My question is somewhat different. 10 

You told us that the Muslims hailing from the smaller villages were starting to gather11 

in Mbaïki, and that the number of Muslims from Mbaïki was increasing, and these12 

Muslims who had come from the small villages to Mbaïki, did that phenomenon start13 

before the meeting or after?14 

A.   [15:15:37] After the Seleka had left, the Seleka who were supposed to protect15 

them in the various villages, they visited all the villages.  So when the Seleka had left,16 

that was the moment in time, lawa lawa, you know. 17 

So they were no longer safe, and they feared retaliation and that's why they gathered18 

in Mbaïki.19 

Q.   [15:16:26] The departure via convoy, the evacuation of the Muslims in the lorries20 

that had come from Chad, do you know who organised this evacuation, as to your21 

understanding of things?22 

A.   [15:16:54] Well, it was the Chadians.  I'm talking generally speaking here, if23 

I can.  There were a lot of them, Chadians, you know, who could -- might go and be24 

able to find their families, but subsequently they created sites or set up sites between25 
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Chad and Central Africa.  I  know this.  You know, we're missionaries, we're also in1 

Chad, my congregation.  That's why we got news, but I do believe that it was an2 

organisation from Chad in order to repatriate people.  You know that the Chadians3 

and the Central Africans didn't always see eye to eye because in the Patassé period4 

there had been killings in the neighbourhood caused by the Chadians, because5 

Patassé couldn't pit his people against the army, because they come from the same6 

family, so he asked the Chadians to come and help out because they're not from the7 

same people and people were killed in my neighbourhood.  I  was in Fatima at the8 

time.  Anyway, just to tell you that I believe it was the Chadians who organised it.9 

Q.   [15:18:28] And you, personally, did you have any conversations, discussions,10 

exchanges, you or those working alongside you, with the HCR with regard to the11 

evacuation of Muslims?12 

A.   [15:18:59] I believe -- I don't know whether that is right.  They were never13 

ready.  This was, you know, in the context of help.  This is not baggage.  These are14 

people, people who need to eat, et cetera.  When are we going to go and get these15 

people?  That's why I asked Caritas from Bangui to help us as well.  These are16 

people, I said.  One day, two days a week.  It's not like baggage that can sit there for17 

a week.  You know, I -- I'm a little bit -- but something like that did happen.  Yes,18 

I pressed the matter because I said these are people we're talking about.19 

Q.   [15:19:55] And in addition to those discussions that -- or what you said to help20 

them, do you know whether any authority from Mbaïki also talked about the21 

departure of the Muslims from convoy coming from Chad?22 

A.   [15:20:13] I can't say.23 

Q.   [15:20:18] Do you know whether one or several figures of authority from Mbaïki24 

or clergymen, one of your colleagues, went to Bangui in order to talk about the25 
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evacuation of Muslims from Mbaïki?1 

A.   [15:20:50] I do not believe so.2 

We were not in favour of evacuation, but a situation had arisen and they needed to3 

live.  They couldn't live like that.  So the government had to find a solution, had to4 

do something, and it was at their level that they came to that decision.  I  don't know.5 

Q.   [15:21:25] I know that you left Central African Republic only two years ago, that6 

you spent a great part of your life there.  Did you remain in contact with people in7 

Mbaïki, or have you remained in contact since you left?8 

A.   [15:21:46] I remain in contact with my fellow clergymen, with the bishop who9 

replaced me who are part of the council, but not with people just like that, nothing in10 

particular.11 

Q.   [15:22:04] And are you still part of the episcopal conference?12 

A.   [15:22:12] Well, that's a legal matter.  Were I to be a Central African, then13 

certainly I would still be a part of the conference, even if I would not have an active14 

vote.  But by virtue of the fact that I'm an expatriate, so I maintain contact with them,15 

but I can't say -- it depends on the conference itself, to see how one can manage the16 

individuals who are called, the bishop emeritus.  He -- the archbishop emeritus of17 

Bangui just died, whom I visited in the past in France.  By virtue of the fact that he is18 

an emeritus of the same conference, he is considered a little bit different from me. 19 

I'm an Italian so I am also a member of a congregation.  If I was not a member of a20 

congregation, there are rules, then I would -- the conference would need to take care21 

of me.  But we do have a site.  We work together.  I say what I think.  22 

The cardinal did come to see me.  I  was in Padua at the time.  He's quite often in23 

Rome for his ministry and, as he's a cardinal, so I can talk to him.  He's the president24 

of the conference and I was the vice president of the conference in the past, not at the25 
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same time because he was not archbishop yet.  That goes back quite some time. 1 

That was the last time of the first wave, all those individuals who left, and there was a2 

second wave of bishops. 3 

So there we are.  I  am part, if you like, nominally speaking, of it.  But -- but Mbaïki4 

is not in Italy, it's in Central African Republic.5 

Q.   [15:24:31] Do you know today whether some Muslims have returned to Mbaïki?6 

A.   [15:24:39] I do believe that some have, but it wasn't as easy as all that.  I  do7 

remember having heard this when I was still there because even the préfet,8 

unfortunately, some Muslim houses were -- had been occupied in the meantime when9 

they had left for Chad so you had to move those people out.  Some people took the10 

Muslim homes because they no longer had their own.  So, they can give the Muslim11 

home back, but where are they going to live then?12 

I believe that there -- generally speaking, the Muslims are tradespeople et cetera. 13 

They were waiting for the moment in time when they could come home.  Otherwise,14 

I don't know, I didn't really follow.15 

Q.   [15:25:40] Thank you, monsignor.16 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:25:44] I think it's a good time to break.  I  do not have much left.17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:25:48] I know.18 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:25:50] So I-- is it two hours, the first session tomorrow? 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:25:56] Yes, the first session is two hours.20 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:25:59] I'm not going to take two hours.21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT: [15:26:01] Yes.  So then, when we're on it, I would22 

like to ask if -- first of all, of course, Mr Knoops, do you have a lot of questions for23 

your client? 24 

MR KNOOPS:  [15:26:08] No, Mr President, I think we have, max, 15, 20 minutes.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:13] Thank you.  Then I turn to1 

Mr Vanderpuye.  Of course, can you already tell, 'round about is enough.2 

MR VANDERPUYE:  [15:26:21] I would say a normal session is probably about3 

enough, an hour and a half, but I think we have two hours, so -- 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:28] We have also the victims.  I  would like5 

to ask you, Ms Massidda.6 

MS MASSIDDA:  [15:26:34] I have already deleted a number of questions, but I think7 

a maximum of 20 minutes should be okay for us, I think.8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:44] So, this -- 9 

MS MASSIDDA:  [15:26:45] Depending, of course, since we are last, from the10 

Prosecution.  Thank you.11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:50] I think, Mr Suprun, there will not be a lot12 

from you.13 

MR SUPRUN:  [15:26:54] I have no questions for this witness, Mr President.14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:26:56] We assumed that.  Ms Douzima? 15 

MS DOUZIMA-LAWSON:  [15:27:03](Interpretation) I will only have one question to16 

put to the witness.17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:07] I think we can fit that in, too. 18 

So this looks as if we could perhaps even finish tomorrow.  We have two two-hour19 

sessions, and this also looks as if we could proceed with the second witness,20 

whenever, some time on Wednesday, or even at the beginning of Wednesday.  So it21 

looks quite good but we can decide this finally I think tomorrow.22 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:27:35] I can already inform the Chamber there's no problem23 

starting the next witness on Thursday, but I think Wednesday is too early because24 

there hasn't been any handover, if I may say, with the VWU yet.25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:27:54] I understand, so then, of course, then we1 

plan, then we are not under any pressure at all.  Then we plan for Thursday with the2 

second witness and hope that we finish this witness on Thursday.   3 

So a lot of organisation planning things, Mr Perin.4 

We thank you for today, but you, of course, understand that your testimony is not yet5 

finished.  But the hearing for today is finished and we continue tomorrow at 9.30.6 

THE COURT USHER:  [15:28:26] All rise.7 

(The hearing ends in open session at 3.28 p.m.)8 

CORRECTIONS REPORT9 

The following interpretation corrections, marked with an asterisk *, are brought into10 

the transcript.11 

Page 24 lines 1-412 

“I was in a village called Boboua and we were celebrating the celebration of the reeds.  13 

They came by and they tried to    they tried to hide a car and, fortunately, I had the14 

keys on me.”15 

Is corrected to16 

“I was in a village called Boboua and we were celebrating Palm Sunday.  17 

They came by and they tried to take my car and, fortunately, I had the keys on me.”18 

Page 27 lines 3-419 

“Our concern was not to give them shelter.  They themselves did what they wanted20 

to do.  They just wanted to be safe.”21 

Is corrected to22 

“Our concern was not to give them shelter.  They managed for themselves.  They23 

came for the place, to be safe.”24 

Page 33 line 25 to page 34 line 325 
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“Now, to find the prefect, because he was the one who would give an example, just so 1 

well, there was insecurity, and the radio talked about that as well.  They would 2 

well, it was to show that we are now in security    there's a situation of security and3 

that's what was said on the diocese radio.”4 

Is corrected to5 

“Now, to find the prefect, because he was the one who would give the example, that6 

now we are safe, so that he would also say this on the diocese radio. I am giving you a7 

lot of details like this as that avoids a lot of questions.”8 

Page 44 lines 6-79 

“and it was clear and no one can say the opposite    "And if a youth attacks a10 

Muslim, I will kill him.”11 

Is corrected to12 

“and it was clear and no one can say the opposite. He said: "And if a youth attacks a13 

Muslim, I will kill him.”14 

Page 60 lines 15-1615 

“They had set up a sort of red light and you can go from one side to the other.”16 

Is corrected to17 

“They had set up a sort of red line and you could not go from one side to the other.”18 

Page 67 lines 6-819 

“Q.   [14:32:28] He said that the local authorities, in particular the préfet and the20 

person from Mbaïki, called upon the locals of Boda and there was a meeting with21 

Madam Samba Panza.  Do you    and the person from Mbaïki was you?”22 

Is corrected to23 

“Q.   [14:32:28] He said that the local authorities, in particular the préfet and the24 

Bishop from Mbaïki, called upon the locals of Boda and there was a meeting with25 
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Madam Samba Panza.  Do you    and the Bishop from Mbaïki was you?”1 

Page 73 lines 16-252 

“The nuns accepted and agreed to come with me.  3 

So Abbé Antarese was with me.  The sœur of the Martinique came with me and we   4 

there was also    the Abbot Antarese was with me, and we went to see what was5 

going on.  We wanted to try and work towards peace in my diocese.  We wanted to6 

protect the poor, those who didn't have a voice.  7 

And there, there were other Seleka present there.  There was a case of the Seleka also8 

misled us.  They said they would defend us but they didn't tell us the truth.  And9 

when I saw what was happening I understood what was going on and I said, "Why is10 

this going on?"11 

Just to explain to you what we wanted”12 

Is corrected to13 

“A nun accepted and agreed to come with me, a nun from Martinique. So we went14 

with-- there was also -- the Abbot Antarese was with me, and we went to see what15 

was going on.  In all this I was never at peace myself, I wanted peace in my diocese16 

at the risk of my life. I risked it many times. We wanted to protect the poor, those who17 

didn't have a voice. 18 

And there, there were other Seleka. present there.  There was a case of a catechist19 

who had deceived them, the Seleka, and he deceived us as well. He came looking for20 

protection and defence, and he didn't tell us the truth.  When we went to see him I21 

found out the truth from the Seleka. But I said, "Why did you not tell me? 22 

These are small details just to explain to you what we really wanted”23 

Page 76 lines 2-324 

“Lawa lawa, that's what it was always about.  So this was another moment in time.”25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-254-ENG CT WT 11-12-2023 88/89 T



Trial Hearing                       (Open Session)                           ICC-01/14-01/18

WITNESS:  CAR- D29-P-5015

11.12.2023           Page 89

Is corrected to1 

“Lawa lawa, that's what it was always about.  Now it’s our time.”2 

Page 78 lines 22-233 

“A.   [15:07:57] Raymond, well, we wanted to drill for something, but he hadn't4 

included us.  We did it anyway.”5 

Is corrected to6 

“A.   [15:07:57] Raymond, yes. I know that once a well had to be made, but he didn’t7 

put us on the job.  I was able to do it anyway.” 8 
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