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(The hearing starts in open session at 9.36 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:36:22] All rise. 11 

The International Criminal Court is now in session. 12 

Please be seated. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:36:54] Good morning, everyone. 14 

Could the court officer please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:37:01] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours. 16 

Situation in the Central African Republic II, in the case of The Prosecutor versus 17 

Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona, case reference ICC-01/14-01/18. 18 

And for the record, we are in open session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:16] Thank you. 20 

I ask for the appearances of the parties.  We start with the Prosecution.   21 

Mr Leddy first. 22 

MR LEDDY:  [9:37:22] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  I'm 23 

Nicholas Leddy, representing the Office of the Prosecutor today.  With me is 24 

Kweku Vanderpuye, Pierre Belbenoit-Avich, and Yassin Mostfa. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:31] Thank you. 1 

Ms Rabesandratana. 2 

MS RABESANDRATANA:  [9:37:33](Interpretation) Good morning, Mr President.  3 

Good morning, your Honours.  Good morning, Mr Witness.  Good morning, 4 

everyone.  The CLRV 2 team is made of Evelyne Ombeni, Anne Grabowski and 5 

myself, Elisabeth Rabesandratana. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:37:56] And Mr Suprun. 7 

MR SUPRUN:  [9:37:58] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  The former 8 

child soldiers are represented by myself, Dmytro Suprun, counsel at the Office of 9 

Public Counsel for Victims.  Thank you. 10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:06] Thank you. 11 

For the Defence, Ms Dimitri first. 12 

MS DIMITRI:  [9:38:09] Good morning, Mr President, good morning, your Honours.  13 

Good morning, everyone.  Mr Yekatom, who's present in the courtroom this 14 

morning, is represented by Mr Florent Pages-Granier, Mr Victor-Louis Lapointe 15 

Saint-Pierre, Ms Laurence Hortas-Laberge and myself, Mylène Dimitri. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:24] Thank you. 17 

And Mr Knoops. 18 

MR KNOOPS:  [9:38:30] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  Good 19 

morning everyone in the courtroom.  The Defence of Mr Ngaïssona comprises today 20 

just of two people, Ms Sara Pedroso and myself.  And Mr Omissé Landry is 21 

following the proceedings from the field office I'm informed, Mr President. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:38:49] Thank you very much, Mr Knoops. 23 

We will now start with the testimony of Witness P-0876. 24 

Mr Witness, good morning.  On behalf of the Chamber, I would like to welcome you 25 
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to the courtroom. 1 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0876 2 

(The witness speaks French) 3 

THE WITNESS:  [9:39:18](Interpretation) Thank you. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:39:19] You are called to testify to assist this 5 

Chamber in the case of Mr Yekatom and Mr Ngaïssona. 6 

I also note the presence of Ms Leto Cariolou, who has been appointed as legal adviser 7 

to you pursuant to Rule 74 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence.  For the record, 8 

this is filing number 1193.  Good morning also to you. 9 

Mr Witness, you have legal counsel here for a reason.  Whenever you think there is a 10 

need to confer with counsel, let us know.  There might be questions put to you that 11 

might tend to incriminate you.  In these cases, you can answer the questions or you 12 

can refuse to answer them and you can consult with your legal adviser for that 13 

purpose.  I think you understood that.  So there is no reason to give you general 14 

assurances also with regard to the testimony, at least as it is expected with regard to 15 

the summary of the Prosecutor. 16 

Mr Witness, there is protective measures in place to ensure that your identity is not 17 

revealed to the public.  These measures were granted by the Chamber on 18 

9 March 2021.  I'm sure that you have been informed about them.  But, shortly, we 19 

have face distortion in place so that nobody sees your face, voice distortion, so that 20 

nobody outside this room hears your voice and can identify you by your real voice.  21 

And, as you have recognised, we address you with "Mr Witness" and not mention 22 

your real name. 23 

Mr Witness, there should be a card on the desk in front of you with the solemn 24 

undertaking to tell the truth.  Could you please read out loud the content of this 25 
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card. 1 

THE WITNESS:  [9:41:45](Interpretation) I solemnly declare that I shall speak 2 

the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:41:54] Thank you, Mr Witness. 4 

You are now under oath and you have already been informed about the -- by 5 

the Victims and Witnesses Unit about the importance to speak the truth.  And you 6 

also know that it is an offence within the jurisdiction of this Court to give false 7 

testimony. 8 

Before we start with the questioning, Mr Witness, a few practical -- a little bit of 9 

practical guidance.  Everything we say here in the courtroom is written down and 10 

interpreted, and to allow for the interpretation we have to speak at a relatively slow 11 

pace.  That is very difficult for some of us.  Some even over the years do not really 12 

and fully learn it.  But please try to speak not too fast so that the interpreters can 13 

follow.  And please only start speaking when the person who has asked you 14 

a question has finished and then perhaps wait two or three seconds. 15 

Thank you for your patience until this moment and I think we can now start with 16 

your testimony. 17 

I give the Prosecution, Mr Leddy, the floor. 18 

MR LEDDY:  [9:43:06] Thank you, Mr President. 19 

QUESTIONED BY MR LEDDY:  20 

Q.   [9:43:10] Good morning, Mr Witness. 21 

We met briefly in the courtroom last Friday afternoon.  My name is Nick Leddy and 22 

today I'll be asking you questions on behalf of the Office of the Prosecutor.   23 

When we refer to private session, this means that only people in the courtroom will 24 

be able to hear you, not the general public.  And if at any point you want to go into 25 
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private session today, please just let us know. 1 

So this morning I'm going to ask you a few questions about your identity in private 2 

session.  And then I'll ask some questions about the submission of your prior 3 

statement and to clarify some portions of it as well. 4 

At any time, please let us know if you don't understand a question or if you need it to 5 

be repeated. 6 

So, request private session, your Honour. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:44:06] Yeah, of course. 8 

Private session. 9 

(Private session at 9.44 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:44:20] We are in private session, Mr President. 11 

MR LEDDY:  [9:44:23] Thank you. 12 

Q.   [9:44:24] Mr Witness, could you please state your name and date of birth for 13 

the record.  14 

A.   [9:44:43] My name is (Redacted), first name (Redacted).  I was born on 15 

(Redacted) in (Redacted), Central African Republic.  16 

Q.   [9:45:05] Could you please state your religion and ethnicity for the record?  17 

A.   [9:45:23] I am a Catholic and my -- my ethnic group is Sango.  18 

Q.   [9:45:30] Could you tell us the email and phone number that you used during 19 

the period of 2013 and 2014? 20 

A.   [9:45:51] The email address is (Redacted).  I also  21 

had (Redacted).  And the phone number that I was using  22 

during that period was (Redacted). I also had number (Redacted). And then there was  23 

also 75.  And I really don't remember because I did not use that number for a long 24 

time.  25 
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Q.   [9:47:17] Did you have a Facebook profile at that time?  And if so, under what 1 

name? 2 

A.   [9:47:26] My Facebook profile was under my name (Redacted) and it was linked 3 

to my email account (Redacted).  I have another profile with the same name that is 4 

linked to the second mail address, that is (Redacted).   5 

Q.   [9:48:15] Mr Witness, you made a statement to the Office of the Prosecutor in 6 

(Redacted) and in the presence of an attorney.  I understand that with the help of the 7 

victims and witness unit that you recently reviewed the transcripts of this interview 8 

and its two annexes; is that correct?  9 

A.   [9:48:46] That is correct.  10 

Q.   [9:48:48] And I understand you also wrote down some corrections that you'd 11 

like to make to those transcripts; is that correct?  12 

A.   [9:49:04] That is correct. 13 

MR LEDDY:  [9:49:05] For the record, your Honours, a courtesy copy of these 14 

corrections was disclosed on Friday afternoon.  The ERN is CAR-OTP-2135-1449 and 15 

it will be formally disclosed in the next disclosure package. 16 

Q.   [9:49:22] Now, Mr Witness, aside from these corrections, do you have any other 17 

corrections you'd like to make to your prior statement at this time?  18 

A.   [9:49:51] At this point I stand by what I have already done. 19 

Q.   [9:49:55] So do you then agree to the submission of this prior statement with its 20 

corrections and the two annexes?  21 

A.   [9:50:14] I totally agree. 22 

MR LEDDY:  [9:50:16] So for the record, your Honour, I believe the conditions for 23 

Rule 68(3) have been met. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [9:50:22] Yes, I would also say so.  25 
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The preconditions for Rule 68(3) are met. 1 

Please continue.  2 

MR LEDDY:  [9:50:37] 3 

Q.   [9:50:37] Now, Mr Witness, a couple of questions about those corrections.  You 4 

mentioned in the corrections to your statement there were some confusion about 5 

the trip to Zongo.  Now, in your statement you indicated you went to Zongo around 6 

(Redacted), but in your corrections you indicated you actually went to (Redacted) at 7 

this time and that you went to Zongo later upon (Redacted); is  8 

that correct?  9 

A.   [9:51:14] That is perfectly correct.  10 

Q.   [9:51:17] And what were you doing in (Redacted) for those months?  11 

A.   [9:51:28] I was living in (Redacted) before I went to Bangui, so I naturally 12 

returned to my place of residence.  13 

Q.   [9:51:42] And why did you leave (Redacted) to come back to Central African 14 

Republic?  15 

A.   [9:51:56] Obviously I went to Bangui on (Redacted) 2013 after the fall of Bozizé 16 

and the capture of Bangui by the Seleka coalition.  The (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted)  21 

Q.   [9:53:05] To clarify the record, Mr Witness, the (Redacted)th of what month? 22 

A.   [9:53:18] The (Redacted).  This means (Redacted) after the Seleka entered 23 

Bangui town.  24 

Q.   [9:53:33] And am I to understand correctly from your corrections that you went 25 
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to (Redacted) in the time period from the end of (Redacted)  1 

A.   [9:53:51] That is correct.  (Redacted).  I arrived Bangui (Redacted) after Seleka 2 

took over the government.  And in Bangui there was a coordination of the civil 3 

society which was meeting to try and really understand the objectives and political 4 

aims of Seleka for the country.   5 

And since the association (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

Q.   [9:55:50] To whom did you report?  14 

A.   [9:55:58] The (Redacted).  And in (Redacted) 15 

I was the (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Q.   [9:57:23] Did (Redacted) play a role in (Redacted)?  23 

A.   [9:57:47] (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

Q.   [9:58:17] So I'd like to ask you why you came back to the Central African 3 

Republic in (Redacted) 2013, after your summer in (Redacted)?  4 

A.   [9:58:36] I returned to the Central African Republic because, after the fall of 5 

Bozizé, I -- as I explained a short while ago, and Djotodia's accession to power, 6 

the country went into a state of chaos.  And from (Redacted), where we were, we 7 

were following up developments over the radio as well as on social media networks.  8 

There was the emergence of groups confronting the Seleka in the field.  There was 9 

a group known as Siriri whose spokesperson was Levy Yakete.  There was another 10 

group known as FROCCA, that is the front for the restoration of the constitutional 11 

order in the Central African Republic.  And the leader of that group was 12 

Maître Lin Banoukepa. 13 

(Redacted) things were  14 

developing, and there were mass killings becoming commonplace, rapes were 15 

becoming commonplace, there was carnage all over in villages and there were mass 16 

killings of Christians and Muslims and it had become almost normal and carried out 17 

on a daily basis, (Redacted).   18 

Because if we limited ourselves to the measures taken by the international community, 19 

which was really just window dressing and did not provide any real solutions, that is 20 

remain in the Libreville accords which in fact had become irrelevant because one of 21 

the parties to that accord, namely François Bozizé, was no longer the head of state.  22 

And nowhere in that agreement was it mentioned that Djotodia was supposed to 23 

become head of state. 24 

Insofar as they had violated that agreement and people were dying on both sides, 25 
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the solution was no longer a military one as they were thinking, so (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted).  Because the real problem  2 

was actually the interpretation of the Libreville accord, as well as the implementation 3 

of those Libreville accords. 4 

Secondly, the next problem was the conduct of Seleka against the Central African 5 

population in general.  The conduct of Seleka was not necessarily just against 6 

Christians alone but everyone, including Muslims.  On the other hand, with 7 

the emergence of politico-military groups, the self-defence groups as they were 8 

initially known in each village, in each neighbourhood and each town of the CAR, 9 

that is the provinces, people had started organising themselves to defend themselves 10 

faced with the barbaric action of the Seleka. 11 

But, unfortunately, in this organisation organised in (Redacted), there was confusion 12 

because -- or, rather, an unarmed Muslim was systematically taken as a Seleka, and 13 

even a Christian who was unarmed and who was found in a dominantly Muslim 14 

neighbourhood was systematically taken for a FROCCA or Siriri element.  At that 15 

time, there was not yet the mention of Anti-Balaka.  So (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted), the positions of the civil societies and the political parties that  18 

were not part of the nine parties who had -- which had accompanied Djotodia to 19 

power, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

THE INTERPRETER:  [10:04:58] And the witness has said that is what they had been 23 

observing from (Redacted). 24 

MR LEDDY:    25 
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Q.   [10:05:02] Mr Witness, why did you go to Zongo in September 2013? 1 

A.   [10:05:17] I did not go to Zongo immediately in September 2013.  I returned to 2 

Bangui on (Redacted) 2013.  When I got to Bangui, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted).  For them, my return from (Redacted) was certainly with  4 

(Redacted)   5 

The pressure was so high.  You know, (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted).  Why did I do  8 

this?  Because as soon as I arrived on (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted).  When they received or did not receive, because I didn't get a reply to  11 

that letter, I noticed that there was an increase in killings.  So what did I have to do?  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

It is for this (Redacted) in Zongo.  18 

Q.   [10:07:56] When you were in Zongo, did you see any other Anti-Balaka or 19 

COCORA members there?  20 

A.   [10:08:18] At that time, I knew nothing about COCORA, except that which was 21 

written, published or spoken over radio.  I knew nothing either of the Anti-Balaka.  22 

As I pointed out a short while ago, the Anti-Balaka were not yet in existence.  There 23 

were self-defence groups in various neighbourhoods and villages and in 24 

the hinterland, as well as in some neighbourhoods of Bangui.  There were 25 
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self-defence groups as well in Muslim areas, in areas where Muslims were in 1 

the majority. 2 

So my approach at the time was not political or military, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted).  And I did not have any reason to seek to meet up with members of  4 

COCORA, Siriri or other self-defence groups, neither in Bangui nor in Zongo.  5 

Q.   [10:09:34] Mr Witness, you made a correction to your statement as to your 6 

knowledge of whether Pascal Koyagbele was in Zongo.  In your statement you 7 

indicated he was there, but in your corrections you indicate you don't know whether 8 

he was there.  Can you tell us why you made this correction?  9 

A.   [10:10:05] I -- I think that on the case of Pascal there was a poor transcription.  10 

You know, when these things were unfolding, we all knew that Pascal was supposed 11 

to be in South Africa or in Kinshasa.  It was only after, after Touadéra had been 12 

elected that in (Redacted) 13 

was not Anti-Balaka as they had always claimed.  Because I do not know anything 14 

about what was happening.  He was in Zongo and he was leading the operations.  15 

But I doubted what he said because, you see, on hindsight anybody can say they were 16 

anywhere doing whatever they choose to talk about.  But when Seleka was in power, 17 

I could not say that I was crossing over to Zongo and Pascal was there.  No.  18 

Q.   [10:11:47] Is it still your evidence that Pascal Koyagbele coordinated operations 19 

and financing through Zongo for the Anti-Balaka?  20 

A.   [10:12:06] I was not with them, so how can I say with certainty that he 21 

coordinated the financing operations and so on and so forth?  No.  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

Q.   [10:12:37] Are you aware of whether he was in Cameroon prior to that point of 25 
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being in Zongo?  1 

A.   [10:12:52] I could not have known where he was located exactly.  We were in 2 

two different camps.  He was part of the government that had fallen.  We were part 3 

of civil society, (Redacted) and civil society.  So at that time I could only rely on 4 

statements on social media or other media.  Outside of those communication 5 

channels, I was not able to certify or to know where he was located.  6 

Q.   [10:13:51] Are you aware of his current role in the CAR government?  7 

A.   [10:14:04] He is the general director in charge of major works with the rank and 8 

prerogatives of a minister.  9 

Q.   [10:14:21] Now, Mr Witness, you indicated in your statement that Ngaïssona 10 

was funding the movement when he was in Douala.  You described him as 11 

a financier.  Can you tell us more about how you know that.  What is your basis of 12 

knowledge for that? 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:14:41] Mr Knoops. 14 

MR KNOOPS:  [10:14:44] Could it be addressed in open session?  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:14:46] Yes, I think so.   16 

Mr Leddy, if you don't have any objections to that. 17 

MR LEDDY:  [10:14:52] I have no objection, your Honour. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:14:57] Any founded objections.  19 

Okay. 20 

Then we go to open session.  Thank you.  21 

(Open session at 10.15 a.m.) 22 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:15:10] We are in open session, Mr President. 23 

MR LEDDY:  [10:15:13] 24 

Q.   [10:15:14] Mr Witness, you indicated in your statement that Ngaïssona was 25 
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funding the movement when he was in Douala in Cameroon.  You described him in 1 

your statement as a financier.  Can you tell us more about how you know that.  2 

What is your basis of knowledge for that information? 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:15:33] But perhaps we should, for the benefit of 4 

Mr Witness, if the answer, if you -- if you have to be so specific that it relates to you as 5 

a person that you could be identified by the answer, we go to private session.  I think 6 

you're a very intelligent person, you understand what I mean.  So what we need is 7 

a -- a full answer by you with all the details that you know, and if these details would 8 

reveal your identity, even by -- via conjecture, we would do this in private session 9 

so -- so that you know that.  You can apply for that.  And you have also counsel 10 

there who can also be aware of these problems.  Thank you, Mr Witness. 11 

So you may answer now. 12 

MS CARIOLOU:  [10:16:26] Could we have a moment, your Honour, to consult my 13 

client?  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:33] Yes. 15 

MS CARIOLOU:  Thank you.  16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:16:52] Thank you.  That was indeed a moment.  17 

Thank you.  That was indeed a moment, which is -- which we appreciate. 18 

So, Mr Witness, you may answer the question. 19 

THE WITNESS:  [10:17:07](Interpretation) Just as I said a short while ago in relation 20 

to Pascal, I do not think that in my statement I stated that I knew that Mr Ngaïssona 21 

was the financier of the Anti-Balaka at the time when I was taking those 22 

initiatives -- undertaking those initiatives here and there.   23 

What I said is that, in all my activities I never heard mention of Ngaïssona in -- within 24 

the Anti-Balaka, within the two Anti-Balaka groups.  I only got to see Ngaïssona 25 
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much later, after Djotodia fell from power, and he returned from Cameroon when I 1 

also returned (Redacted).   2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted).  So any information relating to Ngaïssona and any other financier or  6 

Anti-Balaka at that time was provided by the state prosecutor who had issued an 7 

international arrest warrant against them.   8 

But I did not belong to that group and I could not say that Ngaïssona was, formally 9 

speaking, the financier.  How would I have known, given that I did not even know 10 

that he was with the Anti-Balaka movement? 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:41] Well, is this the same what he said before 12 

in his statement? 13 

MR LEDDY:  [10:19:45] It's not substantially different, your Honour. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:19:49] Okay.  Good. 15 

MR LEDDY:  [10:19:54] 16 

Q.   [10:19:57] Mr Witness, you also mentioned COCORA in your statement.  Now, 17 

do you have a sense of how many members COCORA had over time?  18 

A.   [10:20:18] I am not able to provide the number of elements in COCORA over 19 

time, because when the COCORA and COCOE (phon) existed, at that time I was in 20 

Paris and they were in Bangui.  The only information I got was either by word of 21 

mouth, through Radio France Internationale, Africa N°1 and Radio Ndeke Luka.  That 22 

was it.  So I am not able to indicate the number of persons who belonged to 23 

COCORA and tell you who was what.  I may be able to say something about 24 

the leaders who made statements on the air.  Apart from that, I am not in a position 25 
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to identify a single COCORA member. 1 

Q.   [10:21:39] What would you like to say about the leaders of COCORA?  If I 2 

understand correctly, you said you had something to say about them?  3 

A.   [10:21:59] I did not say that I had something to say about them or in relation to 4 

them.  I said that we only got to know the COCORA through the voices of their 5 

leaders.  We were 6,000 kilometres away from the location, that is the distance 6 

between Paris and Bangui.  So I cannot say anything about the leaders of COCORA 7 

outside of what we heard and what we read.  8 

Q.   [10:22:34] Who were the leaders of COCORA at that time?  9 

A.   [10:22:44] The leaders of COCORA who were known were late Levy Yakete, and 10 

there was another one, a lieutenant, I forget his name, but I remember that he was in 11 

prison in Cameroon at some point.  He was in COCOE.  COCORA was Levy Yakete.  12 

Was -- there was Kossimati.  And those are the names of persons who made 13 

the statements that we heard.  14 

Q.   [10:23:23] If I put the name Lieutenant Steve Yambeté to you, does that refresh 15 

your recollection as to one of the leaders?  16 

A.   [10:23:38] Yes, that's correct, that's the name I was looking for.  I did not quite 17 

remember his name.  But as for Levy Yakete, (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted). 19 

As for the other two, Kossimati and Yambeté, I do not know them.  This is why I did 20 

not quite remember the names of Kossimati and Yambeté.  Because today -- in fact, I 21 

do remember, because today he is the director of examinations in the Central African 22 

Republic.  23 

Q.   [10:24:28] Just a clarification, Mr Witness.  I understand you referred to 24 

COCOE, is it possibly you were referring to COAC, the Comité d'organisation des 25 
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actions citoyennes?  Is it a confusion of acronyms?  1 

A.   [10:24:53] That -- that must be correct, I think so.  There were so many names.  2 

I think it is COAC, yes.  COAC, not COCOE.  3 

MR LEDDY:  [10:25:00] Your Honour, I'd request private session for the next 4 

question (Overlapping speakers)  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:25:05] Yes, private session. 6 

MR LEDDY:  [10:25:07] -- show the witness a document.  Thank you. 7 

(Private session at 10.25 a.m.) 8 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:25:17] We are in private session, Mr President. 9 

MR LEDDY:  [10:25:21] 10 

Q.   [10:25:21] Mr Witness, I'd like to show you an email, this is item number 47 on 11 

the list of materials.  The ERN for the record is CAR-OTP-2084-0605.   12 

Now this is an email from you to Levy Yakete dated July 2, 2013.  In this email, and 13 

I'll quote the French, you indicate:  (Interpretation) "Could you please communicate 14 

me -- communicate your phone number to me, it would be best to do so by the net, 15 

one never knows." 16 

(Speaks English) Can you tell us why you sent this message to Levy Yakete in July of 17 

2013?  18 

A.   [10:26:19] Yes, because he was making statements and I wanted to meet with 19 

him.  We knew each other.  I knew him personally, he knew me personally, as I told 20 

you a short while ago, and this for a very long time.  But he was extremely prudent 21 

or cautious.  And this was not the only email.  It took a while before he answered.  22 

He replied, asked me a number of questions in order to make sure that I was actually 23 

the one writing to him. 24 

Q.   [10:27:00] You mentioned earlier this morning his association with Siriri.  Was 25 
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that part of the reason why you asked to speak on the phone and not communicate 1 

over the internet?  2 

A.   [10:27:25] Well, given all what was happening there and his high level of 3 

involvement, I was already thinking of going to Bangui, but if it was possible to talk 4 

with the leaders from Paris and convince them to abstain from going down the path 5 

of war, that could have spared me a trip -- the trip to Bangui.  Unfortunately, our 6 

exchanges remained virtual and he never wanted to meet with me.  7 

Q.   [10:28:03] I'd like to show you another document from the list of materials.  8 

This is number 64.  For the record, it's CAR-OTP-2084-1046.  It's an email dated 9 

(Redacted) 2013, from yourself to (Redacted).  I'd like to  10 

show you the document and ask you about certain portions of it. 11 

Can you see it there in front of you, Mr Witness?  12 

A.   [10:28:54] Yes, I can see the document.  13 

Q.   [10:29:11] I'd like to direct your attention to the second paragraph down.  It 14 

indicates -- you indicate to her, and I'll quote the French:  (Interpretation)  15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Speaks English) Can you tell us more about this passage here.  What elements are 20 

you referring to and what operations?  21 

A.   [10:30:10] Yes, indeed.  When I returned to (Redacted), I did not know her. She  22 

was the (Redacted).  And we had some  23 

discussions on the situation in the country.  I told her of (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

And on the other hand, on the other side in Zongo, the Congolese who I am referring 6 

to is a friend who was over there and who was able to know what the others on 7 

the other side were planning.  Were the Siriri and COAC from the hinterland going 8 

to come to Bangui, or would they come from Zongo?  So I must underscore that at 9 

that point I was not yet aware of the Anti-Balaka.  10 

Q.   [10:32:12] So if you were not aware of the Anti-Balaka, which elements were you 11 

(Redacted)  12 

A.   [10:32:35] The (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  You see, if you read further down, I make reference to  15 

the depression of the chief of the transition where the automatic pistols were being 16 

distributed at the central mosques.  And I referred to the fact that machetes were 17 

being distributed at PK13, at the cattle market as well. 18 

Now, this was an open secret.  Everyone had already heard about it.  But I could 19 

not gather information that was collected generally and then put it into my own 20 

requests.  So I needed to make specific requests for (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

Q.   [10:33:59] I direct your attention back to the first paragraph, where you indicate: 24 

(Interpretation)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Speaks English) So it appears from this paragraph that you're in fact (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted); is that  4 

correct?  5 

A.   [10:34:44] (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Q.   [10:35:23] And in the third paragraph, Mr Witness, you mention the name 9 

(Redacted).  Can you tell us who or what this is?  10 

A.   [10:35:42] Well, (Redacted), I am not -- I cannot provide an answer to this 11 

question, because it would identify me.  12 

Q.   [10:35:56] I'll remind you, Mr Witness, you are in private session.  If your 13 

concern is about identifying yourself to the public, you shouldn't be concerned about 14 

that now.  If you have other concerns, you can talk to your counsel, of course. 15 

MS CARIOLOU:  [10:36:13] Your Honour, could I have a moment again with the 16 

witness? 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:36:19] Yes, but I think we are in private session, 18 

so it would be, I think, the right thing to encourage the witness to answer the question.  19 

But please have your time with the witness. 20 

Okay.  Fine. 21 

Then you can answer the question then, Mr Witness. 22 

THE WITNESS:  [10:37:22](Interpretation) Yes, (Redacted) is my younger brother, 23 

my cousin.  And since I personally had already been identified as someone 24 

(Redacted), I knew that if she could (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted), she could do so through that name.  But I would like to point out that I 1 

gave the name while the person himself had not yet been informed, so I wanted it to 2 

be agreed upon before informing the person. 3 

MR LEDDY:  [10:38:21] 4 

Q.   [10:38:22] Mr Witness, I'd like to move to another email from about nine days 5 

later, to the same individual.  This is number 51 on the list of materials.  For 6 

the record, CAR-OTP-2084-0912.  And the subject of this email, I'll quote the French, 7 

is: (Interpretation) (Redacted) 8 

(Speaks English) Now, directing your attention to the third line down from the top, 9 

you indicate: (Interpretation) (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Speaks English) What reinforcements are you referring to here?  12 

A.   [10:39:29] Well, indeed there was what was referred to as the Boali force, 13 

the French force, the Boali operation.  So the French force, it had been indicated that 14 

they would have reinforcements. 15 

And if you scroll down, I think immediately afterwards, I am saying that today, at the 16 

very moment the Benzambe village is set on fire by the Seleka, it is over the radio.  17 

And then there were (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted).  So I understood that because of the difficulties people would be 19 

throwing in the towel, so people could not do everything themselves.  You need 20 

money to be able to have (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

And the paragraph after that is -- it says we are (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted).  There were people who contacted  24 

them and told them things that didn't mean anything, but we had a real logic to 25 
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(Redacted).  But it was not the Anti-Balaka because, as I have already said, I did not 1 

know about them yet.  2 

Q.   [10:41:43] In the second paragraph from the bottom you refer to an arsenal of 3 

the Seleka's.  I'll quote the French:  (Interpretation) (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) (Speaks English)  6 

(Overlapping speakers) What arsenal are you referring to here, Mr Witness?  7 

A.   [10:42:11] But the Seleka wore arsenal.  They had taken over total control of the 8 

armoury and they distributed the weapons amongst themselves and the military 9 

doctors who were there, who were organising that, who were organising military 10 

visits for the integration of 2000 Seleka were telling us about what they were seeing 11 

there.  So they told us that they had too many weapons and that all the armouries of 12 

the Central African Republic were in the open air amongst their hands and in their 13 

hands. 14 

Q.   [10:43:12] To your knowledge, Mr Witness, did the Anti-Balaka or any group 15 

that later became the Anti-Balaka ever come into possession of these weapons?  16 

A.   [10:43:35] How would they come in to possession of these weapons which were 17 

in the hands of the Seleka?  So I was not aware that they took possession of those 18 

weapons.  Except the skirmish or the fighting that took place in Bouca between 19 

the self-defence groups of the locality who were to later take up the name Anti-Balaka, 20 

they would recover weapons after they defeated Seleka in their village and it was 21 

over the radio that this was announced.  I did not receive direct information or 22 

evidence.  It was as from that moment that people started talking about 23 

the Anti-Balaka.  24 

Q.   [10:44:31] I'd like to show you another email, Mr Witness, from about a month 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-085-Red-ENG CT2 WT 07-12-2021 22/94 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0876 

07.12.2021          Page 23 

 

later.  This is to the same individual from (Redacted), 2013, number 56 on the list of 1 

materials.  And for the record it's CAR-OTP-2084-1003.  And there's an attachment, 2 

which is CAR-OTP-2084-1005, number 57 on the list of materials. 3 

Now, looking at this email, Mr Witness, it's another email to (Redacted) 4 

and you indicate, I'll quote the French:  (Interpretation) (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

A.   [10:45:40] Yes, indeed, that was the attachment which in fact was  8 

the (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

Q.   [10:46:37] (Microphone not activated)  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:46:39] Microphone, please. 15 

MR LEDDY:  [10:46:41] Sorry. 16 

Q.   [10:46:42] Moving now to another email, number 63 on the list of materials.  17 

That's CAR-OTP-2084-1045.  This is on (Redacted) 2013 to the same individual.  18 

And in this email you're referring to - this is the third paragraph from 19 

the bottom - a lot of (Redacted). 20 

Can you tell us more about that.  21 

A.   [10:47:17] Yes, precisely.  You know, I was organising (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted)  23 

(Redacted).  I said that in my  24 

preliminary statement for the second (Redacted).  People started having fear, being 25 
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afraid of the possible Seleka reaction because these were not people who were used to 1 

engaging in dialogue or accepting that people should challenge them.  At one point, 2 

(Redacted).  Even the person with whom I had  3 

(Redacted), he did not (Redacted).  I also  4 

understand why people would be afraid in the face of the barbaric action of the Seleka.  5 

No one wanted to die.  6 

Q.   [10:48:38] Okay.  One more email, Mr Witness.  This is number 58 on the list 7 

of materials.  That's CAR-OTP-2084-1008.  This is from (Redacted) to  8 

yourself on (Redacted), 2013, subject: (Redacted).  9 

Now, in this email she's referring to -- I'll quote the French, this is the second 10 

paragraph: (Interpretation) (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

A.   (Overlapping speakers) 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [10:49:40] Mr Witness, please slow down a little bit.  15 

You were too quick.  The interpreters could not follow.  So please start anew with 16 

your answer.  17 

THE WITNESS:  [10:50:03](Interpretation) Yes, indeed.  I think she must have also 18 

felt *that I was discouraged myself.  (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted).  That is why, as you can see, she said (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted)  2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

MR LEDDY:  [10:51:40] 5 

Q.   [10:51:41] Mr Witness, that was on (Redacted).  I understand from your 6 

statement that around this time you (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted).  You mentioned at least four  8 

meetings with him in your prior statement and you talked about it over the course of 9 

several days in that statement.  So I just want to make sure we have the chronology 10 

of those meetings clear for the record. 11 

So do I understand correctly you had two meetings with him and his men -- his 12 

elements, excuse me, (Redacted) in the (Redacted) 13 

and that these meetings were one week apart; is that correct?  14 

A.   [10:52:48] That is correct.  And you have to understand why I had this meeting 15 

with this group.  Considering that I was on (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted).  And the main group  18 

was the one led by (Redacted).  It was at that time that  19 

(Redacted), whom you referred to a short while ago, told me that amongst  20 

them there, (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted).  That is how come he went there, to  1 

convey to them the message to the effect (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted).  The Seleka  3 

were very well armed and each time they came out to perpetrate acts, it was 4 

the civilian population, the people who came out who bore the consequences.  This 5 

is why when the Seleka arrived on any area, they would shoot live bullets 6 

indiscriminately on everybody in neighbourhoods, in villages in towns.  He went 7 

there, he met with them, he spent a night with them there.  And the following day he 8 

came back and reported and told me that (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

And this is how come I was given the phone number of a (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted).  I called the (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted).  The international community had  7 

validated the overthrow by weapons of Bozizé.  Today, the same Bozizé had to 8 

return to power using force, and if ever he succeeded in overthrowing Djotodia by 9 

force, what is certain is that the Seleka would definitely not simply give up and lay 10 

down their weapons, there would be too many deaths.  (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted)  11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:10:32] Yes, thank you, Mr Witness.  That was 12 

a very long answer, I may say.   13 

So we have now a break until a quarter to 12. 14 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:10:44] All rise. 15 

(Recess taken at 11.10 a.m.)  16 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.46 a.m.) 17 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:46:37] All rise. 18 

Please be seated. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:03] Mr Leddy, you still have the floor and we 20 

are in open session. 21 

MR LEDDY:  [11:47:15] Thank you, your Honour. 22 

Q.   [11:47:20] Mr Witness, I'd like to continue the questioning about these meetings 23 

we discussed earlier.   24 

And for that reason, I'd request private session.  25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:47:30] Okay.   1 

Private session. 2 

(Private session at 11.47 a.m.) 3 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:47:42] We are in private session, Mr President.   4 

MR LEDDY:  Thank you.  5 

Q.   [11:47:48] Now, Mr Witness, you mentioned in your statement the third meeting 6 

with (Redacted) was in (Redacted), and this was sometime around (Redacted) or 7 

(Redacted).  But, in any event, (Redacted). 8 

Now, can you tell us who else was there besides (Redacted)?  You mentioned 9 

(Redacted) in your statement, and I'd ask you to identify any other members of 10 

the Anti-Balaka that were present on that date.  11 

A.   [11:48:36] As I told you a short while ago, I did not know them individually, 12 

neither before nor during the meeting, except for (Redacted), whom I had met on 13 

(Redacted).  And up until this  14 

day, we are in contact.  (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

Q.   [11:49:49] Before the break, Mr Witness, you mentioned (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

Q.   [11:51:17] Now, in your statement you indicate when speaking to (Redacted) 8 

and his men (Redacted), that you warned them not to conflate Muslims with 9 

the Seleka.  Can you tell us why you did this.  What was happening on the ground 10 

to -- to inform this speech?  11 

A.   [11:51:51] It was necessary to reach out to them and to explain to them that 12 

a Muslim is not necessarily always Seleka.  Muslims were also victims of Seleka 13 

excesses, particularly the Peuhls, whose sectors had also been looted by the Seleka as 14 

well.  So I had to explain to them that wanting to engage in war may be a good thing, 15 

but when you fight it must be against someone who has a weapon and who is 16 

fighting against you.  But if you see a Muslim going back -- by or you go to a Muslim 17 

village, as we hear over radio and everywhere, and simply kill Muslims because they 18 

are Muslims, that will distort and take away from your objective.  So as far as I am 19 

concerned, you are in a state of war and, therefore, you can defend yourselves when 20 

the Seleka arrive with weapons.  So please defend yourselves, but do not confuse or 21 

conflate things.  It would then be as if the Anti-Balaka were attacking all Muslims 22 

and that is how the idea of a religious conflict emerged, whereas that was not the case.  23 

That is what I tried to explain to them.  24 

Q.   [11:53:44] And at the time you made these speeches to (Redacted) and his men, 25 
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did you have information that they had attacked Muslims prior to that date?  1 

A.   [11:54:03] I was not the only one who had information.  The information was 2 

available to the whole world.  The media had regularly covered this kind of 3 

information.  But my understanding was that people were more concerned about 4 

counting numbers of the killings rather than seeking genuine solutions to the problem.  5 

So everybody was aware of this.  6 

Q.   [11:54:42] Now, you mentioned in your statement that when you first went 7 

there -- 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:54:46] Just wait a second, Mr Leddy. 9 

Ms Dimitri.  10 

MS DIMITRI:  [11:54:50] I'm sorry to interrupt, but the -- the witness was talking 11 

about two different entities and then the question about who had knowledge about 12 

Muslims was quite vague, so I'm not sure what he was or whom he was referring to 13 

in his answer. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [11:55:07] Mr Leddy, can you take this up and 15 

perhaps try to clarify it with the witness.  16 

MR LEDDY:  [11:55:13] 17 

Q.   [11:55:14] Mr Witness, my question to you was about your basis of knowledge 18 

going into that speech and whether you had information that (Redacted)'s group had 19 

committed crimes or had attacked Muslims prior to that speech.  I believe there was 20 

some confusion in your answer about your attributing that knowledge to people, if 21 

you could clarify for the record.  22 

A.   [11:55:45] Now your question is clearer, as you have referred to (Redacted)'s 23 

group.  A short while ago your question was more general in nature as it referred to 24 

Anti-Balakas.   25 
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Now, when I went to meet with (Redacted)'s group, the idea for me was that it was 1 

a group which was on the ground.   2 

But the acts of violence and the crimes that were being committed on the territory 3 

were not specifically linked to -- or at least I was not aware, but I knew, like everyone 4 

else through the media, that the Anti-Balaka, since that had become the name, no one 5 

was talking about COCORA or Siriri or COCOE anymore.  Everybody was only 6 

talking about the Anti-Balaka at that time. 7 

So let me point out that there was not only one or two Anti-Balaka groups.  There 8 

were several dozens of Anti-Balaka groups across the country.  Wherever there was 9 

a country that had been attack by the Seleka or where people had come under abuses, 10 

in those areas the youth and the population of each village, of each region 11 

self-organised into self-defence groups without waiting for any call for mobilisation 12 

to come from anyone. 13 

It was after these self-defence groups were set up across the country that we heard on 14 

radio that the Anti-Balaka had committed some abuses and that the Seleka came in 15 

and retaliated and burnt down villages.  But that information was from the radio.  16 

It was in the media.  I do not have any direct knowledge or did not testify or witness 17 

any of these facts.  My approach was to (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

Q.   [11:58:37] Mr Witness, you indicated in your statement that at the first time you 21 

met (Redacted) and his men there were approximately (Redacted) to (Redacted) 22 

elements present.  And then you indicate in your statement that the number of 23 

elements increased.  At one point in your statement you refer to there being 24 

(Redacted) or (Redacted) elements at that location.  Are we to understand correctly 25 
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that the group grew in size from (Redacted) in a matter of a week? 1 

A.   [11:59:20] The group took on enormous proportions when I went back to meet 2 

them on the second occasion.  But if you say that this happened within one week, 3 

I am not able to confirm that.  It is possible that at my first meeting, maybe all 4 

the elements were not present.  Maybe they had selected a few or selected those who 5 

had to meet me.  But maybe the second time it was to create an impression as well.  6 

In any event, people continued to come in from the hinterlands, on foot, on dirt tracks, 7 

through the forest as they converged on Bangui.  So all these factors put together can 8 

help us to understand how things were happening.  9 

Q.   [12:00:24] And you indicated, timing wise, that this was - in your 10 

statement - about a week apart, these two meetings.  And I'll cite the ERN there.  11 

That's CAR-OTP-2046-0324 at page 0336, lines 412 to 414.  12 

And today in your answer, Mr Witness, it seems like you're a little unsure about 13 

whether it was a week or more.  Is it fair to say, though, that in any event, the second 14 

meeting with (Redacted) and his men during which there were many more elements 15 

was (Redacted)?  16 

A.   [12:01:10] Yes, we can agree on that.  We can also agree on the fact that 17 

the figures, the numbers increased, going by what I saw.  But to say that it is when I 18 

came on the first occasion that they brought in elements, I am not able to -- to verify 19 

that.  All I know is that there had been a significant increase in numbers. 20 

Allow me also to be more specific about what I said a short while ago regarding 21 

(Redacted) in Zongo when we met.  When we met, he gave me to  22 

understand that (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted)  25 
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(Redacted).   1 

I just wanted to clarify that point in relation to my meeting with (Redacted). 2 

Q.   [12:02:39] Thank you for that the clarification. 3 

Now, with respect to your meeting (Redacted) and his men (Redacted), did you see 4 

whether any of these elements were armed with weapons?  5 

A.   [12:03:04] You know, these people were rebels and I went to meet them.  To 6 

begin with, 2 or 3 kilometres before arriving their base, I saw an advance post of 7 

armed elements, all of them were armed.  And when I arrived at the base where 8 

(Redacted) was located, and another FACA soldiers, they were  9 

armed, some people were armed with machetes.  That is those who did not have 10 

firearms.  But I will also say that if (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

And it was after explanations that the (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  That is how I was able to win their trust.  15 

Q.   [12:04:40] Thank you, Mr Witness. 16 

I'll get to your meetings with (Redacted) at (Redacted) later, but I'd like to turn now to 17 

the events of 5 December 2013.  18 

Now, I understand from your statement that you indicated it was the Anti-Balaka 19 

who supported Bozizé that launched the 5 December 2013 attack.  And you said this 20 

included those in Boy-Rabe and those on the hill (Redacted).  You also mentioned 21 

there being several targets around the city of Bangui, which was attacked by -- by 22 

many groups. 23 

Now, what is your knowledge about Andjilo's participation in the attack that day, if 24 

any?  25 
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A.   [12:05:41] With specific regard to Andjilo, I did not know him.  I met him on 1 

a single occasion by chance, and that meeting did not last more than three, four 2 

minutes, so I cannot know.  I myself, I was not aware that those attacks were going 3 

to take place in Bangui town.  So to know that Andjilo would have taken part in that 4 

fighting would be a bit stretching it for me.  Even to say that (Redacted) 5 

took part in the attacks, I cannot venture to say that because I'm not aware of their 6 

organisation and their activities. 7 

I was only informed after the -- after the fact.  (Redacted) 8 

explosions everywhere in the 7th arrondissement.  (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted).  So it was around 4 to 5 a.m., very  10 

early in the morning, that I heard gunshots.  I woke up.  I did not know what was 11 

happening.  Was it an attempt of armed robbery?  Those were frequent in those 12 

days.  Was it the Seleka attacking people or the Anti-Balaka?  At that time I was not 13 

aware. 14 

Now, at 7 a.m. I received a phone call from a certain (Redacted), not (Redacted), 15 

a certain (Redacted) who is a civilian and who was not an Anti-Balaka.  In any case, 16 

he was introducing himself as (Redacted).  He called me and he told me, (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

And I asked him, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

It was at that time that I received a phone call from (Redacted) who asked me, "What 23 

is happening?  I'm hearing gunfire."  And I told him, "I am in the same situation as 24 

yourself.  And where are you?"  And he said, "I am also here in the (Redacted)th 25 
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arrondissement."  I told him I am at home and if he could meet with me at home, it 1 

would be a good thing.  That is how (Redacted) came and met with me at home.  2 

And we stayed for one week, blocked there, because we did not know what was 3 

happening.   4 

So it was after the fact that we knew that the Anti-Balaka had come out, so it is not 5 

possible for me to know who was in the field and who was not in the field -- who was 6 

not in the field. 7 

However, subsequently, I called (Redacted) and asked him what was happening, and 8 

it was then that he told me that they were in -- in their base there behind (Redacted). 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

I believe that this is something I mentioned in my statement.   13 

And upon a simple analysis of the situation, you will understand that the Anti-Balaka 14 

who came out on that date were misled by those (Redacted).   15 

And it is very easy to understand.  I hope that the Court has looked into this 16 

particular situation specifically, that is the situation of those (Redacted) who went 17 

there and told them to come out and confront the Seleka.  And during that time, 18 

the Boali operation, which we thought was going to be reinforced, actually meant 19 

the arrival of the Sangaris.  And as if by chance, it was on that date, the 5th, that 20 

Sangaris also emerged in Bangui town and passed themselves off as the people who 21 

would save the situation. 22 

Now, if those (Redacted) had not gone to see those people -- because, as I have told 23 

you, I went there several times to (Redacted), but it was  24 

enough for them to have these (Redacted).  They came  25 
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and asked them to go out, and they went out.  So I understood that there were 1 

people in the shadows, forces in the shadows acting, which I did not understand.   2 

So that is my reason for contacting (Redacted) in order to understand what was 3 

happening on the ground.  4 

Q.   [12:12:46] And is it still your evidence, Mr Witness, that (Redacted) was attacked 5 

by (Redacted)?   6 

This is a reference in your statement at CAR-OTP-2046-0427 at 0442, lines 517 to 526, 7 

and again at page 0443 at lines 550 to 561.  8 

A.   [12:13:28] I believe that I, in my statements, I did not specifically mention 9 

(Redacted)'s name as having been the one who attacked.  I said that it was attacked 10 

by the Anti-Balaka.  (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted).  I cannot imagine another group attacking that  13 

(Redacted) where the Seleka had heavily armed individuals. 14 

So that is what I thought because you had (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

Q.   [12:14:35] Now you mentioned phone calls with (Redacted) that day.  If we 17 

look at call detail records from 4 and 5 December 2013 - and for the record this is item 18 

36 on the list of materials, CAR-OTP-2054-1480 - it indicates that there are dozens of 19 

calls between yourself and Mr (Redacted) on 4 and 5 December 2013.  There are calls 20 

as late as 2045 hours on the night of the 4th and as early as about 7 o'clock in 21 

the morning on 5 December.  Several of those calls last longer than 30 seconds.  Can 22 

you tell us what you were talking about in all of these phone conversations.  23 

A.   [12:15:43] Of course, (Redacted) is (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted).  We had an (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted).  I knew only that group up to that moment.  And considering 1 

the difficulties that I had each time, I would ask him to (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted).  So  3 

these calls could take 30 minutes and this means you had to activate the same call.  4 

You put 100 francs in the SIM card and you have 30 minutes of communication, and 5 

then you reactivate to call again. * The discussions were on (Redacted) because we 6 

didn't know that there would be an attack that night. And it was not only then that 7 

I was in communication with him.  I was in communication with him initially 8 

because he accepted to play the role of (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

Q.   [12:17:48] To your knowledge, did (Redacted) and (Redacted) have 12 

a relationship in December of 2013?  13 

A.   [12:18:06] Do you mean a relationship before the attacks of 5 December?  14 

Q.   [12:18:13] We can start there and then as well as after, yeah.  So, both.  15 

A.   [12:18:24] I was not aware that there was as group existing (Redacted) 16 

there under the command of (Redacted).  And that is where (Redacted),  17 

(Redacted) and the others had retreated to.  I was not aware of that.  (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted)  19 

(Redacted).  But as soldiers they must have known each other in  20 

the army.  (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted).  And that is how 5 

they introduced themselves.  But in order not for me to go there unexpectedly to 6 

meet with them and because of security reasons, given that they themselves were 7 

there because of their own security, the Seleka did not want to see the FACA.  When 8 

they saw the soldiers of the national army at any time, they would execute them.  9 

And since I was told that this -- it was the soldiers who were there, I still had to ask 10 

(Redacted) whether you know X or Y and he told me, (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  And I told him, (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted)  In light of this prevailing situation,  12 

the Anti-Balaka were fleeing from some of the areas where the Muslim presence was 13 

too strong.  So you had all these Anti-Balaka elements and everyone could not be 14 

controlled.  (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

Q.   [12:31:51] Mr Witness, I am mindful of the time and I'd just ask that you keep 10 

your responses focused to the question that I ask. 11 

One clarification, you mentioned Soleil, who is that?  12 

A.   [12:32:28] When (Redacted).  13 

Q.   [12:32:33] Just so we're clear for the record, which (Redacted)?  14 

A.   [12:32:47] Within the Anti-Balaka context, Soleil was Bozizé, François Bozizé, 15 

the former president of the republic.  16 

Q.   [12:32:59] Now, you indicated in your statement that Yekatom targeted Muslims.  17 

You discussed, quote, "unnecessary slaughters along the Mbaïki-Bangui axis".  You 18 

discussed Yekatom and elements killing Muslims systematically.  Can you tell us 19 

how you know this.  What is your basis of knowledge for this information?  20 

A.   [12:33:38] Before I answer the question, I said that this is what I heard over 21 

the radio.  I did not see anything.  They mentioned the name of Yekatom who was 22 

committing acts of violence on the Bangui-Mbaïki road, and this was said over radio.  23 

Personally, I didn't see Yekatom attack Muslims.  24 

Q.   [12:34:02] Now, you mentioned in your statement someone with the last name 25 
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Beina, based at Yamwara, and who also committed exactions at the airport and 1 

targeted Muslims at the airport in January 2014.  Was this Habib Beina?  Does that 2 

name refresh your recollection?  3 

A.   [12:34:39] As I told you, it is the radio that announced the name Beina.  There 4 

was no first name or any other name attached to it.  The name mentioned was Beina 5 

over radio.  I do not know the physical person who bore that name Beina.  We 6 

heard these things on radio. 7 

Q.   [12:35:05] And what did you hear specifically on the radio about Yekatom's 8 

conduct?  9 

A.   [12:35:20] Well, what I heard was not only in relation to Yekatom's conduct, it 10 

was about the behaviour of the Anti-Balaka in general.  You see, at the beginning, 11 

people welcomed and saluted them as being liberators.  But later on, they morphed 12 

into killers.  They meted out the same conduct that the Seleka had been denounced 13 

for on the population.  The people then also said same.   14 

Now, to say that Yekatom was the one doing it, I was not on the ground.  All I heard 15 

was from the radio, I only heard about the exactions from the radio, so I could not be 16 

the one to say that Yekatom committed some exactions. 17 

What I mentioned in my statement, referring by Yekatom in name -- by name, rather, 18 

is when he (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)  1 

(Redacted) 2 

Q.   [12:37:36] So my question was more about vehicles, it was about the targeting of 3 

Muslims that you talked about in your statement.  And for that I'll quote.  This is 4 

CAR-OTP-2046-0267 at 0273, starting at line 234.  I'll read the French.  And this is 5 

yourself speaking, Mr (Redacted):   6 

(Interpretation) "But the control on the -- on this other side was Captain Kamezolaï, 7 

even here, he had no control.  It was more Lieutenant Yekatom Rombhot, alias 8 

Rombhot, who was more heeded, who was * much more listened to than * the 9 

captain -- it is true that there were many cases of unnecessary killings and exactions 10 

and that there was even some genocide, at some point the captain confronted 11 

Lieutenant Yekatom on that question and they -- he almost shot the captain and all 12 

the soldiers who were with him who objected to those practices.  He killed them 13 

systematically."   14 

(Speaks English) So my question to you is, where did you gain this information from?  15 

A.   [12:39:13] Well, that information was still from the radio.  (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted).  This is what he told me. 21 

Now, yes, indeed on the Bangui-Mbaïki road, that was Yekatom's jurisdiction.  On 22 

that road, many Muslims were targeted, indeed.  Muslims from Bangui to Mbaïki, 23 

Carnot, Nola, wherever, in any of these places there were exactions committed on 24 

the Muslims and that is why the Muslims were forced to organise themselves into 25 
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self-defence groups too and they were not Seleka.  1 

Q.   [12:40:41] In your statement, Mr Witness, you indicated that (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

A.   [12:41:15] (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted), I saw Yekatom, who was there.  I told him about  8 

what I had learned was happening on the ground.  I explained to him that normally 9 

resistance should not continue after -- or should not have continued after Djotodia 10 

had resigned.  Resistance was meaningful when Seleka was in power and were 11 

attacking people, then it makes -- it made sense to resist, but that what was being said 12 

currently was not good.  Namely, that it was not at all good to attack Muslims 13 

simply because they were Muslims.  (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:42:33] Mr Leddy, may I shortly. 16 

MR LEDDY:  [12:42:35] Sure. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:42:36] How did Mr Yekatom respond to that 18 

what you told him at (Redacted)? 19 

THE WITNESS:  [12:42:55](Interpretation) He was calm.  He remained calm.  Quite 20 

honestly, I can tell you that the Yekatom whom I met, whom I knew, is the entire 21 

opposite of the Yekatom I was hearing of on the radio who was attacking Muslims 22 

and about which I had no evidence.  Whenever I talked with him he was calm.  I 23 

talked to him on that day and he remained calm. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:43:26] Well, he remained calm, but did he say 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-085-Red-ENG CT2 WT 07-12-2021 47/94 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0876 

07.12.2021          Page 48 

 

anything, for example, in all calmness? 1 

THE WITNESS:  [12:43:42](Interpretation) He remained calm.  When I say that, I 2 

mean that he didn't say anything.  He didn't utter a single word. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [12:43:50] That is of course important to know. 4 

Please continue, Mr Leddy. 5 

MR LEDDY:  [12:43:56] Thank you, your Honour.  6 

Q.   [12:43:58] Do you recall when this conversation took place, Mr Witness?  7 

A.   [12:44:10] I am not able to recall the exact date, but at the time it was Nzapayéké 8 

who was the prime minister at the time.  He is the current Central African 9 

ambassador to South Africa.  His mandate as prime minister ended on 10 

22 August 2014.  So it matters -- it must have been between January and August 2014 11 

that we met (Redacted)  12 

Q.   [12:44:42] If I put it to you that call detail records -- and for this I refer to items 13 

36, 37 and 38 on the list of materials, CAR-OTP-2054-1480, 1481 and 1482.   14 

If I put it to you that these records show phone contact between your phone and 15 

Yekatom's phone from December 25, 2013 through 27 June 2014 and no more after 16 

that, does that refresh your recollection about the date, approximate date of this 17 

conversation?  18 

A.   [12:45:39] What I can tell you is that those conversations, that physical contact, 19 

I don't remember the exact date.  (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

Q.   [12:46:08] And to your knowledge, did anyone else in the Anti-Balaka cease 22 

contact with him for the same reasons as you?  Did anyone else confront him and 23 

then -- about his crimes and then cease contact with him after that?  In other words, 24 

are you the only individual, to your knowledge, that this happened to?  25 
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A.   [12:46:46] No, I don't believe that I am the only one.  There was a lot of 1 

misunderstanding between Yekatom and other elements who were in the same group 2 

as he was, including Sergeant Mbomon.  It is through the media only that I learnt 3 

that he had a group on Mbongo Soa Island, the island of monkeys.  I learnt of that on 4 

the radio.  And then (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

Q.   [12:47:58] Now, Mr Witness, you mentioned in your statements how 9 

the Anti-Balaka took the (Redacted) hostage.  Can you tell us  10 

what else you know about the circumstances of this event?  11 

A.   [12:48:23] I cannot say more on that event, because on the date on which they 12 

took (Redacted), I was not on the ground with  13 

them and I was not yet with them to know the circumstances in which it happened.  14 

I learnt of this, like everyone else, on the radio.  I sent out some SMSs on the matter 15 

to understand and to find out whether what we were learning was true.  So I am not 16 

in a position to tell you about the circumstances, nor am I in a position to tell you 17 

the reason behind it.  18 

Q.   [12:49:24] Were you in communication with Yekatom about this incident?  19 

A.   [12:49:38] Yes, with the two numbers that I had been given.  I contacted them, 20 

and that is what I have just said, to find out whether, one, it was true.  So I wrote to 21 

the two numbers, be it Lieutenant Yekatom's number or (Redacted)'s number. 22 

Q.   [12:50:14] And what information did they provide in response to your SMSs?  23 

A.   [12:50:25] That is what I have just said. * They said that they had indeed taken 24 

(Redacted). 25 
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Q.   [12:50:36] Did they provide any other details or information?  Is there any 1 

additional follow up or conversations you had about this with them?  2 

A.   [12:50:51] As soon as I contacted them, I think that Madam Samba-Panza, who 3 

was mayor of the town of Bangui at the time, also contacted them.  She went and 4 

met with them directly to seek her release.  So when I recontacted them, they told me 5 

that Madam Samba-Panza had come and taken the lady away already.  6 

Q.   [12:51:23] Did -- did Yekatom say anything else about the conditions of that 7 

event, about what happened to her?  8 

A.   [12:51:40] I don't remember.  I don't remember, because Yekatom, as I have 9 

already told you, is -- is not very -- he's a man of few words.  You see, it was more 10 

with (Redacted) that I would call and have discussions.  But things were always brief 11 

with Yekatom and so on this -- on this particular event he didn't say anything else, as 12 

far as I can remember -- as far as I know.  13 

Q.   [12:52:18] Now I'd like to talk about (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  And you mentioned in your statement this was sometime between 15 

5 December 2013 and the departure of Djotodia in January 2014.  So we're talking 16 

about mid- to late-December more or less.  You mentioned (Redacted) being there.  17 

That was the (Redacted) you talked about. 18 

My question to you is, who else from the Anti-Balaka was there, and whether you 19 

saw elements at (Redacted) as well?  20 

A.   [12:53:01] Well, I think there's a mix-up there.  There's a mix-up.  All 21 

the (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:18] So, I think we are at 1 o'clock and I, of 15 

course, understand that it is impossible for you to finish now. 16 

How long would it take you? 17 

MR LEDDY:  [13:02:34] Your Honour, I hope to just take one more session.  I think 18 

hopefully by the end of the day today. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:41] I think -- I think that should indeed be 20 

enough. 21 

MR LEDDY:  [13:02:45] Thank you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [13:02:45] And as you already did and tried, 23 

perhaps you can encourage Mr Witness to answer very focused, very to the point.  24 

Perhaps you can even try to guide him with a manner of questioning. 25 
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So we have now the break, the lunch break until 2.30. 1 

THE COURT USHER:  [13:03:07] All rise. 2 

(Recess taken at 1.03 p.m.) 3 

(Upon resuming in private session at 2.30 p.m.) 4 

THE COURT USHER:  [14:30:45] All rise.   5 

Please be seated. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:31:14] Good afternoon. 7 

Before we continue, Ms Dimitri. 8 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:31:19] Thank you, Mr President.  It will only take one minute.  I 9 

just wanted to point out for the record that I, I had planned my lunchtime with my 10 

client to discuss the evidence, to discuss the scope of my questioning and of course to 11 

take instructions.  And despite the fact that Mr Knoops didn't need the consultation 12 

room, I was cut short after 10 minutes.  The guards told me they had the order that 13 

I was only allowed 10 minutes of consultation.   14 

I know your Honours don't like to get into Registry matters.  I can assure you that 15 

I'm following up with the Registry this afternoon.  But you will also understand that, 16 

given this affects the time and facilities statutory right of my client, if I don't find 17 

a swift resolution with the Registry soon enough, I cannot go through the complaint 18 

procedure and the time it takes and I might need to address your Honours on -- on 19 

this issue. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:32:11] Well, this is an issue that -- that -- of 21 

course we always have to hear the other side, that's clear.  But taking now 22 

what -- what you say at face value, this is an issue that is quite important, I would 23 

think, and also it is an urgent issue.  So I -- for the moment, without further 24 

information, I fail to understand why this happened.  I'm quite sure that we can 25 
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solve this problem and we will solve this problem on short notice. 1 

I also assume that you will not start with your examination today.   2 

That is perfectly clear.  And we will follow up with the Registry and we will ask for 3 

an explanation, and also for a remedy.  So ... 4 

MS DIMITRI:  [14:33:02] Thank you very much, Mr President.  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:33:03] Okay.  So we are in private session.  It 6 

was good to address it in private session, this issue too.  And Mr Leddy, you can 7 

continue with your examination.  And you keep in mind it was -- it was -- absolutely 8 

is no reproach by me, but put questions that ask for concise answer is I think always 9 

a good thing. 10 

MR LEDDY:  [14:33:26] Thank you, your Honour.  11 

Q.   [14:33:31] Good afternoon, Mr Witness.  Just to clarify in reference to your last 12 

response before the lunch break, part of why we don't seek to ask questions about 13 

the entire sequence of the events from 2013 to 2014 is because that's already covered 14 

in a lot of the transcripts from your prior statement which you agreed to submit into 15 

evidence this morning.  So we don't need to repeat the details that are in that prior 16 

statement.  This afternoon I'm just going to ask you to clarify some matters and to 17 

expand on what was in that prior statement. 18 

So being mindful of time, I'd also ask that in this final portion of my examination, 19 

which I hope to complete in the next 90 minutes, that you try to focus your answers to 20 

be more concise and responsive to my questions. 21 

So my first question is about the sequence of phone calls that we've discussed this 22 

morning and also in your prior statement.  I'd like some clarity as to the timing of the 23 

phone calls that you had with (Redacted) and (Redacted) after your  24 

(Redacted).   25 
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There is an analysis of your call data records.  And this is number 36 on the list of 1 

materials, CAR-OTP-2054-1480.  And this analysis indicates the sequence of calls you 2 

described occurred in mid- to late-December 2013. 3 

And in your prior statement - and this is at CAR-OTP-2046-0295 at 0299, lines 110 to 4 

139 - you also describe more or less the same, that these calls happened around 5 

15 December.   6 

However, this morning you seem to indicate these calls happened before 7 

the 5 December attack, before 5 December 2013.  So I just ask you to clarify for us 8 

when these calls took place.  And I appreciate it was a long time ago, but is your 9 

evidence like you said in your prior statement, that it was around 15 December, or 10 

was it in fact before 5 December 2013?  Thank you.  11 

A.   [14:35:46] Thank you.  You know, there were several phone calls between them 12 

and me.  From the first time that I had contact with them, it was by telephone, 13 

a phone call.  Now, what call specifically are you referring?  From the month of 14 

November I had calls from them.  They started on 5 December.  I had phone calls 15 

from them and I continued since (Redacted). * I  16 

continued the phone calls until the day that (Redacted) 17 

I continued the phone calls until the day that (Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted). It finished then, in January. 20 

So what call are you talking about and what was said in that phone call?  21 

Q.   [14:37:05] Mr Witness, I'm referring specifically to the sequence of calls -- of 22 

three calls that you said you received first from (Redacted), and then from (Redacted), 23 

and then from (Redacted).  And you referred to them being more or less in the span 24 

of a couple of days and you discussed this morning on  25 
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the record how you were (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted). 2 

So I'm referring to that specific sequence of calls.  And my question to you again is, 3 

which, if you know, time period was that sequence of calls and was it prior to 4 

5 December or after?  5 

A.   [14:37:55] If I remember correctly, it was before 5 December.  Because they 6 

started on 5 December, I phoned to find out what was happening, I phoned to 7 

(Redacted) to understand more fully what was happening.  So I already had contact 8 

with them before that.  9 

Q.   [14:38:23] Okay.  Thank you.   10 

I'd like to move into the events of 2014 now, to Ngaïssona's arrival in Bangui. 11 

You mentioned in your prior statement seeing him at a church in Boeing, I believe it 12 

was, in early January 2014.  And from your statement earlier this morning that was 13 

part of how you deduced he was a financier of the Anti-Balaka.  I would like to ask 14 

you about that meeting and which specific members of the Anti-Balaka you saw at 15 

that meeting in Boeing that day?  16 

A.   [14:39:06] Small correction.  I didn't deduce that Mr Ngaïssona were 17 

the financier person, because from all the events and all my contacts from all 18 

the meetings which I had with the Anti-Balaka in Bangui, * they never referred to 19 

the name of Ngaïssona.  I know Ngaïssona very well outside those Anti-Balaka 20 

events.  He is a sports leader, he's a businessman.  And when I'm travelling in 21 

Cameroon, usually he and I, even if we haven't got any particular relations, we 22 

resided in the same hotel. 23 

So when I returned, (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted).  It's when I entered into Bangui again that I was  25 
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supposed to go to the (Redacted) that I  1 

saw on the ground of the -- the Christian church, the Cèleste church Mr Ngaïssona 2 

who had gathered the Anti-Balaka of the Ngremangou group.  And that is how I 3 

realised that Ngaïssona, * he too was part of the Anti-Balaka which corroborated the 4 

prosecution case when he quoted the names of people he regarded as the ones who 5 

financed the Anti-Balaka who were in Douala in Cameroon, or he also mentioned 6 

the name of Ngaïssona.  It wasn't me, but it was the prosecutor of the Republic at 7 

that time who made his case this way.  8 

Q.   [14:41:42] You mentioned in your response, if I understood you correctly, that 9 

you stayed at the same hotel with Ngaïssona in Cameroon.  Can you tell us more 10 

about that.  When that was.  11 

A.   [14:42:01] Speaking about it, it has nothing to do with the Seleka and 12 

the Anti-Balaka.  It has nothing to do with them.  The first time Ngaïssona and I 13 

spoke in Cameroon was in the Hôtel Lumière.  (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

This goes back to (Redacted), so it had nothing to do with the Anti-Balaka. 23 

Q.   [14:43:48] You mentioned in your prior statement that when Ngaïssona arrived 24 

in Bangui that things changed radically and that tension increased greatly.  Can you 25 
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tell us why that was and what your basis of knowledge for that claim is?  1 

A.   [14:44:12] I am based in reality of what was happening then.  When 2 

Mr Ngaïssona arrived in Bangui, (Redacted) 3 

(Redacted).  They started to make statements, declarations,  4 

and Mr Ngaïssona said that it was victory of the Anti-Balaka and that no one should 5 

deprive them of their victory.  Going on from that, the Anti-Balaka started, behaved 6 

any way, anyhow throughout Bangui and in the provinces.  And that's when I said 7 

to myself things became extremely tense in the sense that, after the departure of 8 

Djotodia, the climate should have been different if the problem was merely Djotodia.  9 

Now, this fight took another dimension where it wasn't Djotodia who was 10 

the problem, but the problem became general, it was power that had been taken and 11 

victory had been taken away.  That's why he said that. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:45:41] Mr Leddy, you keep in mind when there 13 

might be a possibility to go into open session. 14 

MR LEDDY:  [14:45:46] I will, your Honour.  I don't think we're quite there yet, 15 

unfortunately. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:45:50] Yeah, yeah, it's -- you know, it's a back 17 

and forth, so parts of the last question could have, of course, been in public.  But 18 

please continue. 19 

MR LEDDY:  [14:45:58] Thank you, your Honour.  20 

Q.   [14:46:00] Mr Witness, I'd like to now show you a letter, this is number 40 on 21 

the list of materials, CAR-OTP-2063-0075.  And this a letter you wrote on (Redacted) 22 

to (Redacted).  I'd ask  23 

you to take a look at it on the screen in front of you and direct your attention to 24 

the second to last paragraph on the second and last page, 0076. 25 
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Do you recognise this letter looking at it today?  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:47:08] Perhaps we can scroll it up so that -- that 2 

the witness can see what kind of document it is, because if you go into the text it's 3 

difficult for him, I think, I would assume.  Just at the beginning, please 4 

(Interpretation) "Your excellencies" (Speaks English) and so forth. 5 

MR LEDDY:  [14:47:32] Sure.  6 

Q.   [14:47:33] Mr Witness, you can see at the top of page 0075, it's addressed to, I'll 7 

quote the French:  (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)   10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:48:01] So, Mr Witness, do you also want to see, 11 

perhaps, the end of the document?  Because there we see that it is supposed to have 12 

been drafted by you, so that you are fully aware what it is about.   13 

And then, perhaps, we can go into the details of the text, Mr Leddy. 14 

Please scroll down to the end of the document, if this is possible. 15 

Please the end. 16 

Further down.  Further down.  So, thank you. 17 

So now, Mr Witness, I think you have enough information to say if you recognise this 18 

document. 19 

THE WITNESS:  [14:49:01](Interpretation) I do recognise this document. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:49:03] Okay, Mr Leddy.  And from there we 21 

can go into the details of the text. 22 

MR LEDDY:  [14:49:07] Thank you, your Honour.  23 

Q.   [14:49:08] So directing your attention to the second to last paragraph, you 24 

indicated (Redacted), I'll quote the French:  (Interpretation)  25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:49:52] Perhaps for the benefit of the witness, can 5 

we scroll a little bit up so that he exactly sees what you -- yeah, and there you see this 6 

was the passage counsel was referring to.  I think.  7 

MR LEDDY:  [14:50:08] Thank you, your Honour.  8 

Q.   [14:50:11] Mr Witness, what did you mean here?  What was your intention in 9 

drafting this paragraph?  10 

* A.   [14:50:22] (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted)  7 

Q.   [14:53:35] I'd like to move now to item 4 on the list of materials.  This is 8 

CAR-OTP-2001-3372.  It's a one-page  document.  I'd ask you to take a look at it on 9 

your screen, Mr Witness.  It's a communiqué conjoint dated 23 January 2014, with 10 

the signature of Patrice-Edouard Ngaïssona.  Do you recognise this document in 11 

front of you?  12 

A.   [14:54:21] Yes, I do recognise the document.  13 

Q.   [14:54:26] And did you discuss this document with Ngaïssona prior to its being 14 

published?  15 

A.   [14:54:39] This document was never published.  Firstly, you have to 16 

understand why this document was created.  Mrs Samba-Panza was already head of 17 

state at the time.  (Redacted).  The two groups, the two Anti-Balaka groups were 18 

received at her residence.  (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted).  1 

Q.   [14:56:11] Mr Witness, I'm going to stop you right there.  This -- this is 2 

discussed in detail in your prior statement.  My question was just about whether you 3 

discussed this document with Ngaïssona.  That was it.  So we don't need to get into 4 

the details of your prior statement that you've already discussed there, given that we 5 

only have an hour left.  My question was simply did you discuss the content of this 6 

document with Mr Ngaïssona? 7 

A.   [14:56:34] Not only with Ngaïssona, (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted).  9 

Q.   [14:56:47] (Microphone not activated)  10 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [14:56:51] Microphone, please. 11 

MR LEDDY:  [14:56:52] Sorry. 12 

Q.   [14:56:53] Could you tell us more about that conversation about this document 13 

with Mr Ngaïssona.  When did it happen and what did you say about it?  14 

A.   [14:57:10] (Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

Q.   [14:59:18] Thank you.  I'd like to show you item number 71 on the list of 9 

materials.  It's CAR-OTP-2087-9027. 10 

Now, do you see it in front of you, Mr Witness?  11 

A.   [14:59:51] Not yet.  12 

Q.   [15:00:14] You can see now on the screen in front of you it's a list of individuals 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted)  16 

A.   [15:00:51] Yes, I think so.  17 

Q.   [15:00:54] Okay.   18 

I'd like to move to open session now, your Honour. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:00:58] Yes, we go to open session. 20 

(Open session at 3.01 p.m.) 21 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:01:15] We are in open session, Mr President. 22 

MR LEDDY:  [15:01:19] Thank you.  23 

Q.   [15:01:21] Now I'd like to play a video, Mr Witness.  It's a bit of a long excerpt.  24 

This is from number 8 on the list of materials, CAR-OTP-2014-0755.  It's transcript  25 
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number 79 on the list of materials, CAR-OTP-2122-7370.  And the excerpt that I'm 1 

going to play is in the transcript at 7372, line 74 to line 127 and from minute 7:38 to 2 

minute 12.  3 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:02:12] And the video will be played on evidence 4 

channel 2. 5 

MR LEDDY:  Thank you.  6 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:02:17](Interpretation of the video excerpt) 8 

"... that the Anti-Balaka came and they intervened on 5 December, they were a limited 9 

group of persons.  Since, they have experienced the same phenomenon as Seleka.  10 

An intrusion of thugs, bandits, voyous and unemployed persons and so on joined the 11 

Anti-Balaka.  As soon as I was elected, one week after, I met 20 Anti-Balaka at my 12 

residence, Konate, Bara, Ngaïssona and the rest, I met them.  I met them at my home.  13 

When I got to the helm of the state, I had a language of openness.  I called for 14 

dialogue.  I wanted a dialogue.  They all heard.  I said, 'My children, Anti-Balaka, 15 

my Seleka children, please drop your weapons so that we can rebuild our country 16 

together.'  That's what I said.  But then there began to be political pressure exerted 17 

with regard to obtaining a number of positions in the government or the prime 18 

minister's office or in some state corporations or at the national assembly.  So 19 

the negotiations became difficult and I was not able to give everybody what they 20 

were asking for.  That is when problems began -- that is where the problems began, 21 

where the problems began.  The Anti-Balaka felt that they had not been sufficiently 22 

involved in the management of the public matters.  So what happened?  When we 23 

met 20 of us and at other meetings, I asked them for numbers -- for names, rather, for 24 

persons who could be included in government as long as those names were compliant 25 
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with criteria that I defined on the basis of which I was elected.  Competency, 1 

integrity and so on and so forth, but also mindful of political openness in the context 2 

of the obtaining situation on the ground based on what I have been saying.  So I 3 

made overtures towards Seleka, but that's another story, because since I was not in 4 

N'Djamena, there were discussions, negotiations that took place there, I wasn't 5 

informed and I jumped into it without knowing every angle of the story.  So I was an 6 

outsider in that story.  Therefore, the Anti-Balaka sent me names, Kokaté, Ngaïssona 7 

and another name -- Bara, Bara.  The prime minister said:  'Moral probity and 8 

integrity requires that we send this to the state prosecutor for investigations.'  So 9 

Ngaïssona might have a number of cases with the courts.  Kokaté had a case against 10 

him for an attempt to -- on public security and so on and so forth.  But all of these 11 

three names were assigned by the Anti-Balaka, the three names that were sent to me.  12 

So I told the prime minister:  'Well, let's take Bara, rather, and see at the presidential 13 

cabinet who we can put there.  You will consider a position in the prime minister's 14 

office, otherwise the government will be too big and we will have people to deal with 15 

such complicated dossiers.  So we took Bara.  And as soon as we -- the government 16 

was announced:  'No, there is no Anti-Balaka -- there is no Anti-Balaka.  We don't 17 

know Bara.' 'So how come you are the ones who gave me Bara's name?'  And they 18 

said:  'No, there is no Anti-Balaka in government.  You have preferred Seleka, you 19 

support Seleka, you are for the Chadian community.'  And that is where 20 

the problems began.  But in a spirit of openness, I said:  'Come, come.  Let's meet.  21 

How can we make up for this.'  So Ngaïssona asked for three positions.  And I just 22 

want to tell you so that you can be sure.   23 

He wants to be GM of ENERCA or DG of SOCAPS, the oil company.  If it's 24 

not SOCAPS, it's DDR, he wants to be general manner. 25 
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Then he provided the names of Feikere and Feizoure, and he also provided other 1 

names.  And he said:  'These are the positions for the presidential cabinet, Feikere 2 

and Feizoure, and at the prime minister's office this and that, at the CNT, 3 

such-and-such' a request was also made. 4 

I was being blamed that there were some prefectures in my government which were 5 

not yet filled, so I decided to use as a priority the prefectures that were not in 6 

government.  So when I saw Feizoure, I said:  'Oh, there's too many Ouham.  We 7 

cannot take Ouham ... Feizoure.' Feikere, he's Ouham, but that's okay, he could be 8 

the adviser for education, so I took him.  Then there was Willy Bozoumna, chargé de 9 

missions, I took him, special chargé de missions.  So without portfolio, that's fine.  So 10 

we tried to open up in that way and ..." 11 

MR LEDDY:  [15:07:23] I'll just stop the recording there.  12 

Q.   [15:07:28] (Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

A.   [15:07:55] That is exactly what happened, what she has narrated is exactly what 16 

happened.  17 

Q.   [15:08:11] Now I'd like to turn to item number 2 on the list of materials.  18 

And for this, your Honour, I believe I will have to go back to private session. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:08:21] Private session. 20 

(Private session at 3.08 p.m.) 21 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [15:08:34] We are in private session, Mr President. 22 

MR LEDDY:  [15:08:40] I apologise, I'll start actually with item number 11 on the list 23 

of materials.  That's CAR-OTP-2029-0629 and I'll direct the witness's attention to 24 

page 632. 25 
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This is a 29 January 2014 article from Libération (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted), I'll read the French:   2 

(Interpretation) "Out of the 10 sites regrouping the Anti-Balaka, three, including that 3 

of Boy-Rabe, refused to disarm.  They are in fact being manipulated by former 4 

President Bozizé François who has never given up a desire to return to power." 5 

(Speaks English) Now, at this point in time, late January 2014, who ran those 6 

Anti-Balaka groups in Boy-Rabe that refused to disarm?  7 

A.   [15:09:53] Since I was not with them, I am not able to say who was their leader 8 

there.  You clearly followed what happened even before the publication of this daily 9 

through the report that the head of state Madam President has tried to analyse here.  10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

On 29 January I therefore am not able to answer about what was happening there.  If 14 

you ask me whether I heard or I read an article from the media about what was 15 

happening, I can say yes, because we all read these things in the press.  16 

Q.   [15:10:55] So I'll move then to item 2 on the list of materials.  This is 17 

CAR-OTP-0080-0840 and I'll turn your attention to the third page, page 0842, on 18 

the bottom half.  Now, this is a CAR intelligence report.  It's undated, but it 19 

indicates here, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

Now, my first question:  Is this an accurate description of the Anti-Balaka group to 23 

which you belonged?  24 

A.   [15:12:00] Well, no, this is a construction or fabrication that I have just become 25 

ICC-01/14-01/18-T-085-Red-ENG CT2 WT 07-12-2021 68/94 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber V’s Initial Directions, ICC-01/14-01/18-631, dated 26 August 2020, the public redacted version of this transcript is filed in the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                         ICC-01/14-01/18 

WITNESS: CAR-OTP-P-0876 

07.12.2021          Page 69 

 

aware of.  Well, first of all, (Redacted), as far as I know, when I went to (Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted).  I don't know, really.  This is quite a hodgepodge, a mixture of 3 

everything.  So you have Seleka in there, Damane is of the FDR, he was a Seleka 4 

leader. (Overlapping speakers) 5 

Q.   [15:12:42] Mr Witness, I'll just ask you to stop for one second.  I'm referring 6 

your attention to the second half of the page, item B.  Item A is separate, it's not part 7 

of the enquiry I'm asking.  But I understand your response in relation to item B.  8 

Just to note that it indicates (Redacted). 9 

Now, that is also reflected in the next document I want to show you, which is number 10 

1 on the list of materials.  That's CAR-OTP-0080-0821, an intelligence report from 11 

10 February 2014 which suggests at pages 0834 (sic) to 0824 that you are a (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted). 14 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:13:36] Mr President. 15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:13:37] Ms Dimitri. 16 

MS DIMITRI:  [15:13:38] Mr President, I'm sorry for the interruption, but unless I 17 

missed something, I didn't get his answer in relation to item 2.  I think on 18 

the evidence channel the top of the page was shown to him instead of the bottom of 19 

the page and I -- I don't think I got his answer in relation to the bottom of the page, 20 

which was the part you were referring him to. 21 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:13:58] Yeah, I -- actually I think you were right. 22 

MR LEDDY:  [15:14:01] (Overlapping speakers)  23 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:14:02] Can we go please back a step and show 24 

the second part of the page. 25 
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MR LEDDY:  [15:14:07] Yes. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:14:08] And since (Redacted) of the second part 2 

of the page, we can go on from there.  3 

MR LEDDY:  [15:14:12] My apologies, your Honour.   4 

Q.   [15:14:21] Sure, we can go back to the previous document.  That's the undated 5 

intelligence report I was asking you to look at.  Going back to the bottom half of 6 

page 0842, it indicates under subsection B "Les Anti-Balaka" in Bangui, and there's an 7 

arrow indicating (Redacted), that it's Anti-Balaka (Interpretation) (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted)  9 

A.   [15:15:05] I can answer you on this document.  Once again, it's a fabrication of 10 

the mind, a pure and simple fabrication of the mind.  (Redacted) may have been 11 

used as a caption simply because (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted). 15 

As far as I am concerned, when (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted).  Anything else that happened in that extension or in the (Redacted)th  17 

arrondissement, which is where I lived, there were no Anti-Balaka in that 18 

arrondissement.  It is afterwards that an Anti-Balaka movement was set up.  And 19 

(Redacted) 20 

because (Redacted). 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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So it is only later on that there was this idea of an extension.  So I think that as far as 1 

I'm concerned the intelligence services only worked based on a fabrication of their 2 

minds and it has nothing to do with reality, all of that.  3 

Q.   [15:17:11] Mr Witness, I'll turn then again to the February 10, 2014 document, 4 

item number 1 on the list of materials.  As I said before, it's CAR-OTP-0080 to 0821.  5 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:17:34] At page?  6 

MR LEDDY:  [15:17:35] I'm sorry, it's at page 0823 to 0824.  Sorry, just the bottom of 7 

page 0823.  And we can see item number IV, I'll read the French: (Interpretation)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Speaks English) This is dated February 10, 2014.  Is this an accurate statement of 14 

your position in the Anti-Balaka in February 2014?  15 

A.   [15:18:41] If you refer to everything that I have said in these previous minutes, 16 

and you look at what (Redacted), said, you will notice  17 

yourself that there is a blatant contradiction with this document.  I cannot be 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted).  You see, (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)?  Don't you see  22 

any contradiction in there?  23 

Q.   [15:19:33] So --  24 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:19:34] You don't have to answer, Mr Leddy.  25 
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MR LEDDY:  [15:19:36] I won't.  I won't, your Honour.  1 

Q.   [15:19:40] Number 13 on the list of materials is the next document I'd like to 2 

show you, Mr Witness.  This is CAR-OTP-2030-0280 at 0280.  And at the top of the 3 

first page this is titled "Organigramme du mouvement Anti-Balaka".  There's the political 4 

coordinators listed, the coordinators listed, (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

Is this an accurate description of (Redacted), Mr Witness?  9 

A.   [15:20:39] Once again this is an inaccurate fabrication.  As you can see -- no, 10 

please, you're showing me something else now.  You talked about the (Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) before.  Please scroll up to the (Redacted), please. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:21:04] I think -- I think for the witness to grasp 13 

what kind of document it is.  And perhaps even he recognises it, that he has seen it 14 

before, even if it -- the information he finds is not accurate, but we -- exactly, from 15 

the -- from the start. 16 

So you see "Organigramme du mouvement Anti-Balaka".  Have you ever seen this 17 

document, Mr Witness? 18 

THE WITNESS:  [15:21:43](Interpretation) No.  First of all, the idea of (Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted).  Apart from those two groups, I never had any  22 

meetings nor any direct or indirect contacts with any other Anti-Balaka group. 23 

I used to live in the (Redacted)th arrondissement and I was never (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted).  That's the first point. 25 
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Secondly, you see Namsio Emotion Brices' name, but he was not of the 7th 1 

arrondissement.  He was of the 4th arrondissement.  (Redacted).   2 

It is really the first time that I'm seeing this document. 3 

Q.   [15:23:01] Okay.  We can leave it then, Mr Witness.   4 

I'll move to another email I'd like to show you.  This is item 60 on the list of materials.  5 

It's CAR-OTP-2084-1015.   6 

Now, Mr Witness, this is an email you wrote to (Redacted)on  7 

(Redacted).  And it indicates at 14:01 hours you wrote her, and I'll write  8 

here -- I'll quote the French --  9 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:23:36] Please wait a second until we have it on 10 

the screen so that the witness can read it at the same time.  11 

MR LEDDY:  [15:23:44] Sure, no problem.  I'm just mindful of the time, 12 

your Honour.  I've quite a bit more I want to get through.  13 

Q.   [15:24:06] So, Mr Witness, I'll have you look at the screen in front of you, 14 

scrolling down a little further to your email at 14:01 hours.   15 

You can stop the scrolling there, thank you.   16 

At 14:01 hours you write to her: (Interpretation)  17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

A.   [15:24:50] That is correct.  It is an email that I sent to (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

Q.   [15:26:13] So my question, Mr Witness, was about (Redacted) 7 

(Redacted).  It appears from this email in  8 

October of that year that you did have that capacity; is that correct?  9 

A.   [15:26:35] In my capacity as (Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

Q.   [15:27:31] You mentioned in your response, Mr Witness, 18 

President Samba-Panza's trip to the United States.  Do you know who was in charge 19 

of the Anti-Balaka at the time that she was in the United States?  20 

A.   [15:27:54] The general coordination was headed by Mr Ngaïssona.  Apart from 21 

what he said officially, everyone knew that he was the general coordinator.  And 22 

I am not able to say who really was in charge of the Anti-Balaka on that day on the 23 

ground. 24 

I want to also point out something which is necessary to point out.  (Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted)  14 

Q.   [15:30:22] Now I'd like to move to May of that year, specifically to May 15.  15 

And I'll show you a news article from that date.  This is number 5 on the list of 16 

materials, CAR-OTP-2001-4867.  And it's discussing an event that (Redacted)  17 

(Redacted).  It's a meeting of several Anti-Balaka.   18 

Sangaris is there as well.  And (Redacted).  And I'll read here the passage.  This is 19 

on page 4867.  It's a news article, as you can see.   20 

And in the third paragraph from the bottom of the article it reads here, and I'll quote 21 

the French:   22 

(Interpretation) (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted)  5 

Q.   [15:32:20] And what specific exactions are you referring to committed by 6 

the Anti-Balaka here?  7 

A.   [15:32:33] Well, everything that was happening on the ground where there was 8 

of a report from Amnesty International crisis group, the newspapers around, 9 

the press generally speaking, the radio, the radios, the crimes that were being 10 

committed in the name of the Anti-Balaka or in the name of Seleka.  But in this 11 

particular case, (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  But reality,  15 

the coordination had already been installed.  They just came there to make it official.  16 

It was already all set up.   17 

On the one hand there was the Anti-Balaka with Yekatom and Sebastian Wenezoui, 18 

because (Redacted) and Djotodia  19 

was no longer in power, and the Seleka was no longer in the towns of Central African 20 

Republic.  At that moment the resistance came to an end.  So to continue with 21 

coordination of this nature, whereas behind this coordination exactions were being 22 

committed, (Redacted) 23 

(Redacted)  24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted). 1 

Q.   [15:34:52] Now, Mr Witness, I'd like to play a couple of videos for you, which 2 

I believe are (Redacted).  That's item number 68 on  3 

the list of materials.  The video is *CAR-OTP-2084-1319 and the transcript is number 4 

76 on the list of materials, CAR-OTP-2107-1577.  Now it is a five-minute video and 5 

I'd like to play the whole video at this time.  Thank you. 6 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 7 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:35:40](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

MR LEDDY:   4 

Q.   [15:40:56] Mr Witness, that was the first clip I'd like to show you, and in that clip 5 

you mentioned clearly attacks on Bouca and the targeting of Muslims there.  Do you 6 

know when that attack on Bouca happened?  7 

A.   [15:41:20] As I said in the beginning just now, I was not in Bangui.  We 8 

followed what was going on through the international radio on the Ndeke Luka 9 

foundation and the Irish (sic) foundation we found out what was going on in Bouca.  10 

I never saw Bouca in my life. 11 

Q.   [15:41:47](Overlapping speakers) My question is if you know when it happened, 12 

the date.  13 

A.   [15:41:51] I haven't got the date in my mind.  If you look at press cuttings, then 14 

you will find the date.  But I haven't got the date right now here.  15 

Q.   [15:42:03] And (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

A. [15:42:31] I said it already in the beginning.  Just look at the situation simply.  19 

The Seleka didn't have this war arsenal which it had afterwards when Bozizé left.   20 

* Seleka took control of all the weapons the Central African Army had, and each of 21 

them kept weapons, war munitions, weapons of all calibres, because the armouries 22 

were looted. Seleka strengthened itself sufficiently by managing the power of the state 23 

during the 10 months of their Presidency. So with all this armament, if through 24 

exceptional circumstances the Anti-Balaka would reach a point where they would 25 
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topple the situation so that Bozizé, who was toppled from power by the Seleka, do 1 

you really think that the situation would be better and more peaceful in the Central 2 

African Republic if Bozizé came to power? There would be a feeling of revenge in 3 

the Seleka and they would try and return by force. And like in all wars, the civilian 4 

population would suffer and have bloodshed. * To avoid that, (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted). But to my astonishment, when  6 

I arrived at FROCCA, the reporting had stopped. Maybe it would start again. 7 

(Redacted)  8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted). But  10 

nobody asks too many questions about him, we just skim over his actions, (Redacted)  11 

(Redacted). For me, it was this individual who was really the 12 

decision maker. He was the one who wanted the war. Thank you.  13 

Q.   [15:45:21] Now, Mr Witness, I'd like to turn to the last portion of that speech.  14 

So this is item 70 on the list of materials.  That's CAR-OTP-2084-1327.  Its transcript 15 

is number 78 -- number 78 on the list of materials at CAR-OTP-2107-1583.  And this 16 

is an excerpt I'd like to play from the beginning through 4:28.  That's transcript 17 

page 1584, from lines 1 through 50. 18 

(Viewing of the video excerpt) 19 

THE INTERPRETER:  [15:46:08](Interpretation of the video excerpt)  20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted) 5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted)  13 

MR LEDDY:  [15:50:42] 14 

Q.   [15:50:46] So, Mr Witness, I have a couple of questions about this excerpt.  15 

The first is with respect to near the beginning of that clip, (Redacted) were 16 

opportunists who were part of the movement who only targeted Muslims because of 17 

their religious group.  Can you tell us today who those opportunists were?  18 

A.   [15:51:18] The first example of this were those fighting in the 7th arrondissement, 19 

because who was coordinating that, I don't know.  But there were others as well who 20 

came from nowhere.  Because the Seleka danger had already been pushed aside, 21 

everybody became Anti-Balaka.  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted), I didn't see him.  *Sebastien Wenezoui, I never saw  23 

him either.  There are quite many of them who arrived and said they were 24 

Anti-Balaka, but I never saw them. 25 
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Again, if I *had had a glimpse of them with them, at least at the meetings where they 1 

were mentioned, or reference was made to them, that would be one understandable 2 

thing.  But everybody suddenly became Anti-Balaka overnight.  And worse, what I 3 

noticed and what I deplore, is that (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted).  It was  5 

preferential to deal with those who committed crimes, who looted, who thieved.  6 

They were received and their voice was heard.  And here I'm talking about 7 

the international community who at a certain point of time played a role, a troubling 8 

role, if I may say so.  And when I stressed the presence of French officers, we didn't 9 

go back to there, and I wonder why.  In order to know, you have to know what's 10 

behind it, what happened, and how did this all come about. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:53:29] Mr Witness, may I shortly interrupt.  I 12 

think you have answered the question.  Please continue, Mr Leddy. 13 

MR LEDDY:  [15:53:34] Thank you, your Honour.  14 

Q.   [15:53:35] Mr Witness, you referenced briefly in your answer just now crimes in 15 

the provinces.  What date were these crimes committed, to your knowledge?  Was 16 

this in 2013 or 2014 or both?  17 

A.   [15:54:00] It is from December, since 10 December 2012 that the country fell into 18 

chaos.  Initially, they were Seleka crimes on the population.  After that, in reply or 19 

responding to that they were crimes committed against the Muslims.  So from 20 

10 December until today, in fact, it hasn't finished yet.  21 

Q.   [15:54:43] I'd like to draw your attention to a bit later in the same speech.   22 

And for reference, this is transcript page 1584, lines 40 and 41, and I'll quote 23 

the French.  You indicate: (Interpretation) (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Speaks English) Tell us more about what inspired you to make this statement that 1 

day in May 2014?  2 

A.   [15:55:27] What line was it, sorry?  3 

Q.   [15:55:30] In the transcript it's page 1584, line 40 to 41.  4 

A.   [15:55:56] Yes, exactly.  Here I was turning to the general coordinator.  I said 5 

that one day (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted). That's what I was trying to convey.  9 

Q.   [15:56:37] And to be clear for the record, Mr Witness, by the coordinator general, 10 

are you referring to Mr Ngaïssona?  11 

A.   [15:56:49] Exactly.  12 

Q.   [15:56:52] Okay.   13 

Your Honour, I'm mindful of the time.  I have about, I'd say five or six documents I'd 14 

like to show the witness.  I think these are mostly emails.  I guess they would take 15 

10 or 15 minutes. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:07] I think -- I think -- yeah, then we finish 17 

that.  18 

MR LEDDY:  [15:57:09] Okay.   19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:09] We finish today.  For several reasons, 20 

which I afterwards will also announce. 21 

MR LEDDY:  [15:57:15] Okay. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [15:57:16] Please. 23 

MR LEDDY:   24 

Q.   [15:57:17] (Redacted), I'll try to move more quickly through these last 25 
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documents I'd like to show you.   1 

Now, (Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted) 4 

(Redacted). 5 

My question to you is, were you informed what kind of weapons those were at that 6 

location?  7 

A.   [15:58:02] A slight correction.  I didn't say that Ngaïssona stole goods.  I said 8 

that (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

Q.   [15:59:41] Mr Witness, my question specifically relates to what kind of weapons 18 

were stored there.  I'll quote your prior statement at CAR-OTP-2046-0500 at 19 

page 0525.  That's line 860 to 862 you indicated:  (Interpretation) (Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

A.   [16:00:21] (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted) 3 

(Redacted)  4 

Q.   [16:00:55] You also indicated in your statement that a week or so later 5 

the Anti-Balaka (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted).  That's number 44 on the list of  7 

materials at CAR-OTP-2084-0165.  That's number 44 on the list of materials. 8 

I will have you take a look at this document, Mr Witness.  Have you ever seen this 9 

document before?  10 

A.   [16:01:53] This document was (Redacted).  11 

Q.   [16:02:02] (Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

A.   [16:02:27] (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

(Redacted) 20 

(Redacted) 21 

(Redacted)  22 

Q.   [16:03:27] So I'd like to -- last series of documents is a series of emails between 23 

yourself and (Redacted).  The first I'd like to show you is from later that  24 

same week, from 29 June 2014, and this is item number 59 on the list of materials, 25 
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CAR-OTP-2084-1010.  It's just a one-page document and I'll direct your attention, 1 

when it comes to the screen, to the bottom of the page.  As with the other emails, it 2 

starts at the bottom and reads to the top.   3 

And I'll quote the French here, about halfway down in the original email on 29 June, 4 

12h53, halfway through you indicate:  (Interpretation)  5 

(Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted) 14 

(Redacted) 15 

(Redacted) 16 

(Redacted)  17 

Q.   [16:06:13] I'd like to move to item 61 on the list of materials.  That's 18 

CAR-OTP-2084-1025.  And at page 1025, this is another email between yourself and 19 

(Redacted).  And I'll wait till it's on your screen in front of you.  This is on 20 

26 August 2014, you email her, mentioning, quote:   21 

(Interpretation) (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Speaks English) My question to you is, what (Redacted) are you  25 
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referring to there?  1 

A.   [16:07:48] I don't know whether it's the same text that I'm looking at here on 2 

the screen.  3 

Q.   [16:07:55] Yeah, I can see it there.  It's the email you sent at 1147 hours.  You 4 

say:  (Interpretation) (Redacted) 5 

(Redacted)  6 

(Speaks English) And then a little further down, I believe the second line of that same 7 

paragraph is the sentence I just quoted. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:08:23] It's the next paragraph after (Redacted), 9 

where -- from which counsel is citating. 10 

MR LEDDY:  [16:08:41] 11 

Q.   [16:08:43] Do you see it there, (Interpretation) (Redacted)  12 

(Speakers English) on the second line?  13 

A.   [16:08:52] Yes, I see it.  14 

Q.   [16:08:56] What (Redacted) were you referring to?   15 

A.   [16:08:59] (Redacted) 16 

(Redacted) 17 

(Redacted) 18 

(Redacted) 19 

Q.   [16:09:35] You anticipated my next question.  Do you know who was involved 20 

in (Redacted)? 21 

A.   [16:09:52] Well, (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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Q.   [16:10:16] So the next email is item 60 on the list of materials.  That's 1 

CAR-OTP-2084-1015 at 1015.  It's an exchange between you two -- between yourself 2 

and (Redacted), between 10 and 14 October 2014.   3 

Now, I'll direct your attention to the email you wrote on 12 October.  This is at the 4 

bottom of the first page.  Very last line of the first page.  It says here, you write to 5 

her:  (Interpretation) (Redacted) 6 

(Redacted) 7 

(Redacted)  8 

A. [16:11:43] Yes, obviously I can see the email. But the part I see ends with (Redacted) 9 

(Redacted)  10 

(Redacted) 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:12:04] We have to scroll it down, obviously. 12 

MR LEDDY:  [16:12:07] If we could flip to the next page. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:12:09] It's just, on the next page, the first --  14 

MR LEDDY:  The top of --  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  -- first line. 16 

MR LEDDY:  [16:12:16] Sorry.   17 

Q.   [16:12:16] At top of page 1016 is the rest of the email that I quoted to you.  18 

* A. [16:12:33] Yes, indeed. If Ngaïssona is aware, he would understand that many 19 

people came to him and talked to him, some gave him good advice, some gave him 20 

bad advice. But behind that, (Redacted) 21 

(Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted) 1 

(Redacted) 2 

(Redacted)  3 

MR LEDDY:  [16:13:56] 4 

Q.   [16:13:57] Can you explain what -- specifically what destabilisation you believe 5 

Ngaïssona was planning at this time?  6 

* A. [16:14:16] No, I did not say that Ngaïssona was planning destabilisation. What I 7 

did say was (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

(Redacted) 11 

(Redacted) 12 

(Redacted) 13 

You may also want to know that (Redacted) 14 

(Redacted).  It was necessary for the transition to continue, in spite of all  15 

the criticisms that could be brought against it, so that we can end up with multiparty 16 

elections as soon as possible so that the state could move towards peace.  (Redacted) 17 

(Redacted)  18 

(Redacted). 19 

Q.   [16:15:37] Mr Witness, the last email I'm going to show you today is number 62 20 

on the list of materials.  That's CAR-OTP-2084-1032.  And you can see this is an 21 

email (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted) 23 

(Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) 25 
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(Redacted)   1 

And for the record, I believe that's at CAR-OTP-2084-0958, which is number 53 on 2 

the list of materials.  And actually, if we could turn to that one instead, number 53 on 3 

the list of materials, I'd appreciate it.  4 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:17:39] And which part now so that we ... 5 

MR LEDDY:  [16:17:43] It's just the first page, your Honour.   6 

Q.   [16:17:47] You can see here, Mr Witness, this is dated December 26.  It's 7 

a message from yourself to (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted) 9 

(Redacted) 10 

Do you recall writing these responses to her at the end of 2014?  11 

A.   [16:18:26] Sorry, I cannot see that on my screen here. 12 

Q.   [16:18:28] So you can see at the top of the screen here the -- your name, the date, 13 

the person it's sent to, as well the subject.  And if you scroll down a little bit, you can 14 

see in red what appears to be your responses to certain allegations.  And that 15 

continues throughout the document. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:18:53] And the -- the question is only if these 17 

remarks have been made by the witness.  We don't go into details here. 18 

MR LEDDY:  [16:19:00] That's right. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:19:13] So the only question, Mr Witness, is if 20 

these, as it appears to be these comments in red, have been made by you. 21 

THE WITNESS:  [16:19:26](Interpretation) Yes. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:19:29] Thank you. 23 

MR LEDDY:  [16:19:30] 24 

Q.   [16:19:30] And do you know whether this report was circulated to other 25 
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members of the Anti-Balaka at the time?  1 

A.   [16:19:48] The NGO report?  2 

Q.   [16:19:52] Yes.  3 

A.   [16:19:52] I -- I have no idea, because (Redacted) 4 

(Redacted).  And I even see here that this was written from Kenya.  Kenya.   5 

That is where the Anti-Balaka and the Seleka had met, in Nairobi. 6 

Now, did they have this document there, did they not have it?  I am not able to say.  7 

All I note is that (Redacted) 8 

(Redacted).   9 

Why did I analyse things in this way?  It's because it reminded me of the mass 10 

displacement of the Muslims, which is attributed to the Anti-Balaka, whereas it is 11 

the IOM - OIM, rather - without consulting government organised the displacement.  12 

(Redacted) 13 

(Redacted).  That was not something  14 

done by the Anti-Balaka.  So now I remember that it was in that context that I made 15 

these analysis.  16 

Q.   [16:21:51] Do you know the underlying reasons why the IOM might have 17 

assisted in the displacement or deportation of Muslim civilians in CAR at the time?  18 

A.   [16:22:15] (Redacted).  But only  19 

the IOM itself can provide those reasons and why they decided to act without 20 

contribution from the government nor without informing the government.  Even if it 21 

came to placing a population in safe conditions, the least it could have done would 22 

have been to inform the government of the activity that they were undertaking within 23 

their -- within the territory. 24 

Q.   [16:22:53] Thank you, Mr Witness.  I've no further questions.   25 
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I'd like to thank the Court and the Court staff for their indulgence in going late today.  1 

PRESIDING JUDGE SCHMITT:  [16:23:02] Yes.  Thank you very much.   2 

I would also thank everyone for the indulgence and patience today.  But it -- it made 3 

really sense to finish and you will soon hear why. 4 

First of all, I would like to address before we conclude the hearing for today 5 

the request or the complaint of Ms Dimitri.   6 

The Chamber has enquired with the Registry regarding the issue you raised earlier on 7 

consultation times.  According to the information we received, the Registry has 8 

prepared a schedule to ensure equal distribution of the consultation times available 9 

between the two defendants and what was the reason why your consultation was 10 

ended after 10 minutes.  In the concrete instance it was, perhaps, not the most 11 

flexible approach.  That said, of course, there might be instances where one of the 12 

defendant does not require a consultation room and this time could therefore be used 13 

by the other defendant, as was seemingly the case today. 14 

In such instances, the Chamber directs the Registry to facilitate such extended use by 15 

one team.  Needless to say, this requires that the Defence teams agree amongst 16 

themselves and that this agreement is communicated to the Registry.  In this regard, 17 

the Defence is instructed to liaise with the Registry in a timely manner.   18 

Furthermore, the Chamber has enquired if it is possible to extend consultation times 19 

during lunch break, and I have good news in that respect:  So the security can 20 

accommodate 20 minutes consultation time per accused during the lunch break.  If 21 

I'm not mistaken, if only one defendant needed consultation time, this would amount 22 

to 40 minutes.  But I have said that before, I'm not very good in counting. 23 

So this is the first issue. 24 

The second issue concerns the hearing, the continuation of the hearing.  25 
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The Chamber has been informed by the Prosecution that it was unable to secure 1 

P-1193's appearance during this block, but that it is in the process of securing 2 

the testimony for contingency Witness P-0475 instead.   3 

The Chamber was also informed that the Yekatom Defence would prefer to begin its 4 

examination of P-0876 only on Thursday.  In order to prepare for this change in 5 

the schedule, of this potential change in the schedule, the other participants have no 6 

problem with this schedule.  Of course, the Chamber also has no problem with that 7 

and we will resume on Thursday, because of that, at 9.30. 8 

Thank you very much.   9 

Thank you, Mr Witness.  Have also a good day. 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [16:26:03] All rise. 11 

(The hearing ends in private session at 4.26 p.m.) 12 
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