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International Criminal Court 1 
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Situation: Republic of Mali 3 

In the case of The Prosecutor v. Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag 4 

Mahmoud - ICC-01/12-01/18 5 

Judge Antoine Kesia-Mbe Mindua, Presiding, Judge Tomoko Akane and Judge 6 

Kimberly Prost 7 

Trial Hearing - Courtroom 3  8 

Friday, 28 May 2021 9 

(The hearing starts in open session at 9.32 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT USHER:  [9:32:46] All rise.  The International Criminal Court is 11 

now in session.  Please be seated. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:33:01](Interpretation) The Court is now in 13 

session. 14 

Court officer, please call the case. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:33:20] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  16 

This is the situation in the Republic of Mali, in the case of The Prosecutor 17 

versus Al Hassan Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud, case number 18 

ICC-01/12-01/18. 19 

And for the record, we are in open session. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:33:41](Interpretation) Thank you, court 21 

officer. 22 

We will start, as usual, with the introductions.   23 

Office of the Prosecutor please, first. 24 

MS SACCHI:  [9:33:59] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  For the 25 
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Prosecution today, there's Ms Dianne Luping by my side and myself, Paola 1 

Sacchi. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:34:09](Interpretation) Thank you, Madam 3 

Prosecutor. 4 

Defence. 5 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [9:34:14] Good morning, Mr President, your Honours.  6 

The Defence for Mr Al Hassan is this morning represented by Ms Melinda 7 

Taylor, Mr Michael Rowse and myself, Kirsty Sutherland. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:34:30](Interpretation) Thank you, Ms 9 

Sutherland.   10 

The legal representatives for victims. 11 

MR KASSONGO:  [9:34:34](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr President, good 12 

morning, everybody.  I am here today with Madam Claire Laplace to assist 13 

me, and I am Maître Kassongo. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:34:54](Interpretation) Thank you, 15 

Maître Kassongo.   16 

Today, we're going to start hearing the 35th Prosecution witness, P-0127.   17 

So I turn this morning to the witness.  18 

Good morning, Mr Witness.  Can you hear me?  19 

WITNESS: MLI-OTP-P-0127 20 

(The witness speaks English)  21 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:15] Yes, I can hear you. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:35:19](No interpretation)  23 

THE WITNESS:  [9:35:50] I'm sorry, your Honour, but I can only listen to 24 

French and I'm not very familiar.  I'm missing the English translation.  Thank 25 
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you. 1 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:35:57] There was a microphone issue.   2 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:35:59](Interpretation) Yes, you are here to 3 

shed light on and assist the Chamber to find the truth in the case against 4 

Mr Al Hassan. 5 

THE INTERPRETER:  [9:36:15] I apologise for the microphone issue. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:36:18](Interpretation) Protective measures 7 

have been put in place so that your identity is not revealed to the public 8 

whenever you have to give details (Overlapping speakers)  9 

Monsieur le greffier, c'est réglé ?  10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:36:32]  Yes, there's English interpretation at this 11 

moment.  12 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:36:34](Interpretation) Okay, that seems to 13 

have been re-established. 14 

I was saying that protective measures have been put in place so that your 15 

identity is not revealed to the public.  Thus, whenever you are likely to 16 

give details -- you have to give details which are likely to reveal your identity, 17 

we will move into private session.  That way nobody outside this courtroom 18 

will be able to hear what you say. 19 

I will now proceed to your solemn declaration under paragraph 66(1) of the 20 

Rules of Procedure and Evidence.   21 

On your desk, you have a document which gives the wording of the solemn 22 

declaration.   23 

I believe that is correct.   24 

Mr Witness, I see that you are nodding, but it is better for you to speak because 25 
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of course it has to be noted into the record.  So have you seen the document?   1 

I can't hear you?   2 

THE WITNESS:   [9:37:51] Yes, your Honour, I have the document here. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:37:55](Interpretation) Thank you very 4 

much.  I couldn't hear you. 5 

So please read this aloud. 6 

THE WITNESS:  [9:38:07] I solemnly declare that I will speak the truth, the 7 

whole truth and nothing but the truth. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:38:14](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr 9 

Witness.  You are now under oath.  The representatives of the legal -- of the 10 

LRV and of the OTP will have explained to you already what this means. 11 

I also have a number of practical points to make.  You should bear in mind 12 

that throughout your testimony, everything that is said in this courtroom is 13 

transcribed by court reporters and translated simultaneously into a number of 14 

languages by interpreters. 15 

It is therefore important to speak clearly and slowly.  Of course, if you have 16 

a question, raise your hand to indicate that you wish to speak.   17 

Have you understood this? 18 

THE WITNESS:  [9:39:26] (Overlapping speakers) ... your Honour. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:39:29](Interpretation) Thank you, Mr 20 

Witness.  As you know, you will first be questioned by the OTP and then 21 

possibly by the legal representatives of victims and then by the Defence, and, if 22 

required, the Chamber will also ask questions.   23 

So without further ado, I will hand the floor to the Prosecution for the 24 

examination-in-chief. 25 
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MS SACCHI:  [9:39:54] Thank you, Mr President. 1 

QUESTIONED BY MS SACCHI: 2 

Q.   [9:40:03] Good morning, Mr Witness.  As the presiding judge has 3 

indicated to you, it is important to speak slowly.  I will start by asking you 4 

some questions on your personal background.  5 

MS SACCHI:  [9:40:10] And for this, Mr President, with your leave, I would 6 

move into private session for two minutes. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:40:23](Interpretation) Of course, Madam 8 

Prosecutor.   9 

But I would first like to turn to Mr Witness.   10 

Mr Witness, would it be a problem for you to remove your mask?  As that 11 

would make you easier to understood for the benefit of the interpreters, if 12 

that's okay?  13 

Thank you very much, Mr Witness. 14 

So court officer, could we please move into private session. 15 

(Private session at 9.40 a.m.) 16 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:41:00] We are in private session, Mr President.  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:41:13](Interpretation) Thank you, court 18 

officer.   19 

Madam Prosecutor. 20 

MS SACCHI:  [9:41:17] 21 

Q.   [9:41:18] Mr Witness, can you please state your full name.  22 

A.   [9:41:21] Yes, madam.  My full name is (Redacted). 23 

Q.   [9:41:27] You're an (Redacted) 24 

(Redacted) in the Office of the Prosecutor at the ICC, am I right? 25 
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A.   [9:41:46] Yes, you're right, ma'am.  1 

MS SACCHI:  [9:41:48] Mr President, we can now go back into open session. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:41:51](Interpretation) Court officer, public 3 

session please.  4 

(Open session at 9.41 a.m.) 5 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:41:52] We are back in open session, Mr President. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:41:53](Interpretation) Thank you, court 7 

officer. 8 

Madam Prosecutor.  9 

MS SACCHI:  [9:42:02] Thank you, Mr President.  10 

Q.   [9:42:04] Mr Witness, you took up your current position in July 2019 -- in 11 

'09, I apologise.  Is it correct?  12 

A.   [9:42:09] It was 2 July 2010, actually. 13 

Q.   [9:42:13] Can you explain what the main focus of your work is? 14 

A.   [9:42:19] Yeah, my main role is to help colleagues in the Office of the 15 

Prosecutor to visualise all line of products using videos, presentations, 16 

animations -- everything that is visual and helps to describe, to depict, to 17 

visualise reports, statements, maps or whatever.    18 

Q.   [9:42:50] Can you please now look at tab 1 in your binder.  For the 19 

record, MLI-OTP-0076-0348, and this is a confidential item.   20 

Are you there? 21 

A.   [9:43:15] Yes, I am there. 22 

Q.   [9:43:16] This is your CV, correct? 23 

A.   [9:43:20] The tab number 1?  24 

Q.   [9:43:29] Mr Witness, I believe you're not looking at the right binder.  I 25 
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suppose that that's the Defence binder.  You will have to look at the 1 

Prosecution binder first. 2 

A.   [9:43:39] I only have one, madam.   3 

(Pause in proceedings)  4 

Q.   [9:44:27] So yes, if you please go to tab 1 of your binder. 5 

A.   [9:44:34] Yeah, I am in tab 1. 6 

Q.   [9:44:36] Can you confirm that this is your CV? 7 

A.   [9:44:42] Yes, it is my CV.  My CV. 8 

Q.   [9:44:46] Mr Witness, I understand that you worked on four different 9 

projects, you prepared two presentations.  Later in time, you created several 10 

panoramic images and finally you enhanced one video frame.  We will be 11 

addressing these projects in turn.   12 

MS SACCHI:  [9:45:12] Your Honour, before I do, I would like to ask your 13 

permission to lead the witness in relation to non-contentious areas and the 14 

reasons are essentially the same I explained in relation to witness 631; namely, 15 

this is also not a crime-based witness.  This is a technical witness.   16 

The information to be elicited is already contained in the witness report and is 17 

purely of a technical nature.  Therefore, the leading is not prejudicial to the 18 

Defence and this is also in line with paragraph 48 of the decision on the 19 

conduct of proceedings.  20 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:46:04](Interpretation)  I assume there is no 21 

problem for the Defence.   22 

I'm slightly surprised to see Ms Sutherland on her feet. 23 

Ms Sutherland?  24 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [9:46:13] Thank you, Mr President.  No, in this instance, 25 
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I'm not raising an objection, but I would observe that conventionally - and I 1 

believe it's also in the directions - we would be consulted before the hearing. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:46:38](Interpretation) I don't understand.  3 

You would have liked to have been consulted before the hearing relating to this 4 

procedure.  Is that what you're saying?  5 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [9:46:48] Yes, simply for the record, Mr President. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:46:53](Interpretation) Yes, I understand.  7 

Thank you very much.  8 

Madam Prosecutor. 9 

MS SACCHI:  [9:47:03] If I could proceed with the leading then, your Honour?  10 

I would do so just to speed up time. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:47:13](Interpretation) Yes, please do, please 12 

do. 13 

MS SACCHI:  [9:47:15] 14 

Q.   [9:47:16] So Mr Witness, let's start with the first presentation you 15 

prepared.   16 

Now, the pictures for the first presentation were taken by Eric Baccard in June 17 

2013 in Timbuktu, is this correct? 18 

A.   [9:47:36] Yes, madam. 19 

Q.   [9:47:37] And for the Court's information, Eric Baccard is witness P-0055. 20 

Mr Witness, who instructed you to prepare this presentation? 21 

A.   [9:47:51] Do you mean, who showed me how to 22 

prepare presentation -- 360 presentations?  Or who asked me to prepare the 23 

360 presentations?  24 

Q.   [9:48:00] That would be the last one that you said.  25 
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A.   [9:48:05] My -- I don't remember.  It was the -- the trial lawyer or it was 1 

my -- my direct supervisor, Eric Baccard.  I don't remember by heart who 2 

asked me to do it. 3 

Q.   [9:48:17] And when you mention the senior trial lawyer, who is that?  4 

Can you please state his name. 5 

A.   [9:48:22] Yeah, Mr Gilles Dutertre. 6 

Q.   [9:48:26] Mr Witness, can you please look at tab 2 of your binder.  So for 7 

the record, MLI-OTP-0025-0289.   8 

What is this document? 9 

A.   [9:48:49] This document is a technical note where I explained the way I 10 

prepared the 360 presentation and gave some details on -- on my work.  11 

Q.   [9:49:09] As indicated at page 0064-0289 (sic), you were provided with 12 

849 pictures in JPEG format with coordinates.   13 

Is that correct?  14 

A.   [9:49:29] Yes, I'm -- I don't remember by heart, but I'm reading that I took 15 

the pictures and also the coordinates that were taken in the field by Eric 16 

Baccard. 17 

Q.   [9:49:59] Yes, I would direct you to the heading, "Description of pictures" 18 

at page 0289.   19 

Can you confirm that the pictures you received were 849? 20 

A.   [9:50:12] Yes, this is what I wrote here, yeah.  Yes, madam. 21 

Q.   [9:50:19] Do I understand it right that these pictures were provided to 22 

you by the Office of the Prosecutor? 23 

A.   [9:50:28] Yes, madam. 24 

Q.   [9:50:34] Could you confirm that all photographs you used for your four 25 
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projects were, in fact, given to you by the Office of the Prosecutor? 1 

A.   [9:50:44] Yes, I didn't collect any picture from any other source for this 2 

project. 3 

Q.   [9:50:51] Now, going back to the 449 (sic) photographs, would it be 4 

correct that you used them to first prepare 14 panoramic images? 5 

A.   [9:51:07] Yes, but maybe I stated somewhere that not all the pictures were 6 

used to create the panoramas because some pictures, probably, they 7 

had -- they -- they were pictures with the GPS coordinates or details or 8 

photographs that were not used for the panoramas.  But that's the way it is.   9 

Normally because the photographer is taking all the pictures with the same 10 

camera, and he's sometimes taking pictures for the 360 panoramas, sometimes 11 

pictures for details, and they are all mixed up and I have to clean it and go for 12 

the -- the right ones. 13 

Q.   [9:51:49] Thank you.   14 

MS SACCHI:  [9:51:50] Your Honour, I would have a remark in relation to one 15 

mistake in the transcript and that would be at page 9, line 25.  I believe I 16 

mentioned "849" pictures.  Not "449".  17 

Q.   [9:52:20] Now, Mr Witness, which software did you use to create the 18 

panoramas? 19 

A.   [9:52:28] For the creation of the panoramas, I used the Autopano Giga 20 

software, that is -- is a commercial software created by a company called Kolor. 21 

Q.   [9:52:47] And do I understand it right that you used different versions of 22 

this software for the different panoramas you prepared, and, for these ones, 23 

you used the 3.0 version.   24 

Am I right?   25 
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And this is also in your report, so MLI-OTP-0025-0289, tab 2, at page 0290 1 

under the heading, "Creation of panoramas".  2 

A.   [9:53:18] Yes, that's correct because we have updates of the software 3 

every now and then with improvements, and probably, by that time, the -- the 4 

3.0 was the most advanced version available. 5 

Q.   [9:53:34] Very briefly, can you explain how this software works? 6 

A.   [9:53:43] Yes, madam.  The software is trying to find overlap between 7 

consecutive pictures and then stitch them together.  Because the principle is, 8 

when you are on the field, and what you want capture is the surroundings of 9 

yourself.  And then what you do is you take several pictures in a circle around 10 

you and then with the software, what I do, is, I stitch these pictures together to 11 

create the surrounding of the camera and then to be able to play it in 12 

a computer.   13 

Because the idea of this software that is used for many other purposes, for 14 

example, real estate companies, when they want to show a flat, they take this 15 

type of round pictures, and, I think, probably, your Honours are -- you are 16 

familiar already with this technique.  The tricky part is first taking the pictures 17 

and then creating the -- the round panorama and this is what I did with this 18 

software, Auto -- AutoPano Giga. 19 

Q.   [9:55:02] Thank you, Mr Witness.  During this process, did you enhance 20 

or in any other way alter the images? 21 

A.   [9:55:09] No, no, madam. 22 

Q.   [9:55:14] And after you created the panoramas, you then created 23 

presentations.  Correct? 24 

A.   [9:55:20] Yes, because the panorama itself is just a very wide picture and 25 
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has no sense for the viewer.  You need to present this picture to be able to 1 

rotate and to zoom in, zoom out, look up, look down.  And to do all these 2 

movements, you need to prepare the presentation. 3 

Q.   [9:55:44] Which software did you use for the preparation of the 4 

presentation? 5 

A.   [9:55:50] As I stated here in the page 2 -- 0290, I used the software 6 

Panotour Pro, the version 1.8, and it's coming from the same company, Kolor. 7 

MS SACCHI:  [9:56:04] Mr President, the Prosecution will now show from the 8 

Prosecution bench, MLI-OTP-0025-0006 at tab 3 of the E-Court binder and this 9 

item can be publicly broadcast.  10 

Q.   [9:57:01] Mr Witness, do you recognise this presentation? 11 

A.   [9:57:04] It's on the screen?  Sorry, madam?  12 

Q.   [9:57:10] Not yet. 13 

A.   [9:57:11] Oh, okay. 14 

Q.   [9:57:12] One moment. 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [9:58:12] Your Honours, we have a technician on the 16 

way.  It seems that there's an issue with the connectivity, I apologise.  And, it 17 

seems to be back.  Thank you.   18 

I would invite the Prosecution to display the document as it is 19 

currently (Overlapping speakers) 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [9:58:39]  Oui, maître? 21 

MS LUPING:  [9:58:42] Just to bring to the attention of the court officer and 22 

court usher, that it's not this laptop that's being displayed.  It's my colleague's 23 

laptop.  We have two.  It's the other HDMI port that has to be shown. 24 

(Pause in proceedings) 25 
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MS LUPING:  [10:00:06] Mr President, in the interests of time, we've simply 1 

shifted HDMI ports to save time. 2 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:00:15] Yes, it works.  Thank you. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:00:16](Interpretation) Now we have an 4 

image on the screen. 5 

MS SACCHI:  [10:00:20] Yes, now it should be. 6 

Q.   [10:00:24] So, Mr Witness, do you recognise this presentation? 7 

A.   [10:00:27] Yes, madam. 8 

Q.   [10:00:29] Before I ask you further questions on the presentation, can you 9 

briefly explain how you prepared this presentation?  Very briefly, please.  10 

A.   [10:00:37] Yeah.  What I did, is, I create first all the panoramas and then 11 

using the GPS coordinate, I found the locations from where these panoramas 12 

were taken.  And then I pinpointed all these positions in the map that you can 13 

see on the screen with one tilt in a wide circle, and this orange area that I 14 

discovered by the picture ...  Yeah, and then this is the normal -- the usual 15 

layout for these kind of 360 presentations.    16 

Q.   [10:01:24] And with regard to the circular indicators on the map, can you 17 

explain a bit more what they indicate? 18 

A.   [10:01:35] Yeah.  They indicate the position of the camera when the -- the 19 

pictures were taken around the -- that camera, and the positions were indicated 20 

by the GPS coordinates taken on the -- on the field. 21 

Q.   [10:01:51] And what about the orange indicator?  What does it indicate? 22 

A.   [10:02:00] The orange area is the area that is covered by the view that you 23 

have in front of you.  And when you are moving like this, it's because you are 24 

turning on the right.  And when you are moving left, it's because you are 25 
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turning on the left in the picture.  1 

Q.   [10:02:18] Right.  As an example, I will now click on this one.  The one, 2 

number 1 -- named number 1.  We have arrows there, so would it be correct 3 

that by clicking on the arrows, we can move to the right?  4 

A.   [10:02:49] Yes, madam. 5 

Q.   [10:02:53] And to the left, like I have just done? 6 

A.   [10:02:57] Aha, that's correct. 7 

Q.   [10:03:01] And what about the magnifying glasses in the middle of the 8 

image.  What do they indicate? 9 

A.   [10:03:11] Yeah, this symbol indicates that we have a close-up picture of 10 

this particular area of the scenario, and normally they are taken because there 11 

are details or -- yeah, part of the -- especially, or -- yeah, especially interesting 12 

for the -- for the case and we call them "exhibits", even if they are not exhibits, 13 

it's just to refer to something that is interesting for the -- for the case, maybe for 14 

the investigators or for analysts or other -- other colleagues. 15 

Q.   [10:03:53] Thank you.  And maybe we can open one as an example.   16 

So the user would have to click on them and then click again to have them 17 

disappear.  And to go back to the main map, the user would have to click on it 18 

again.  Is it correct? 19 

A.   [10:04:15] That's correct. 20 

Q.   [10:04:26] In relation to the GPS coordinates, which you've mentioned, 21 

would it be correct that they were taken by Eric Baccard using a Garmin GPS to 22 

find the right place on the map?  23 

A.   [10:04:39] Yeah, according to the -- the technical note, it was like this, and, 24 

yeah, I think that's the way it worked. 25 
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MS SACCHI:  [10:04:47] Mr President, in the context of his witness 1 

preparation, the witness has provided a lengthy clarification concerning two 2 

points in his report.  With your leave, I will lead the witness in relation to 3 

these two to streamline the questioning. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:05:14](Interpretation) Yes, indeed, 5 

Madam Prosecutor, please go ahead.  6 

MS SACCHI:  [10:05:20]  Thank you, Mr President. 7 

Q.   [10:05:20] Mr Witness, please look at your report, so  8 

MLI-OTP-0025-0289 in tab 2, we're on the first page, 0289, under the heading, 9 

"Introduction", there is a sentence reading, and, I'm quoting:  10 

"They correspond to pictures taken in 17 different sites." 11 

Now you clarified in the context of your witness preparation that in CD, 12 

MLI-OTP-0006-1253, which was given to you, there were in fact not 17, but 16 13 

folders each for a different site and that one folder, called, "Monument Flamme 14 

de la Paix", did not contain any image.  Would that be right? 15 

A.   [10:06:27] I don't remember by heart, but yeah, I'm sorry, but I don't 16 

remember by heart the number of -- of files.  What I can read here, is that they 17 

were taking more panorama pictures.  They were taken from more than one, 18 

two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, 10, 11, 12, 13 -- we have 14 spots in 19 

the map and there were 17 sites.  Probably some sites were not relevant at the 20 

end, and we included -- we didn't include them in the presentation.   21 

But I don't remember by heart the number of folders or ...  I'm sorry.  22 

MS SACCHI:  [10:07:14] Your Honour, just for the record, I would refer to the 23 

witness preparation log, which is MLI-OTP-0080-2076, and this is mentioned at 24 

paragraphs 15 -- 13, 15 and 18 at page 2080-2082. 25 
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Q.   [10:07:48] Now, Mr Witness, at page 0025-0290, under the heading, 1 

"Creation of presentations" in relation to the sentence reading -- and I'm 2 

quoting:  3 

"I exported the presentation as a web application, based on Flash, able to run 4 

on any computer and any browser."    5 

I understand that when you mentioned "Flash" in this sentence, you mean 6 

Adobe Flash, is that right? 7 

A.   [10:08:29] Yes, you're correct. 8 

Q.   [10:08:30] And that this software has been discontinued, am I correct?  9 

A.   [10:08:38] Yes, you're correct. 10 

Q.   [10:08:40] So as a consequence, at present, the only way to open the 11 

presentation we've just looked at is through a laptop not connected to the 12 

network and not updated.  Is that correct? 13 

A.   [10:08:52] That's correct, yeah.  14 

Q.   [10:08:53] We are now moving to the second presentation you prepared.  15 

Now the pictures for the second presentation were taken by Xavier Laroche in 16 

July 2014, in Timbuktu.  Is it correct? 17 

A.   [10:09:09] Yes, it is correct. 18 

MS SACCHI:  [10:09:19] And Mr President, Xavier Laroche is witness P-0102. 19 

Q.   [10:09:30] Now, who instructed you to prepare this presentation? 20 

A.   [10:09:35] I'm trying to remember, but again, I don't remember.  It was 21 

the -- the senior trial lawyer, Gilles Dutertre or was my director supervisor, Eric 22 

Baccard.  I don't remember, I'm sorry. 23 

Q.   [10:09:56] Do I understand it right that you used 38 -- 3,864 pictures in 24 

JPEG format? 25 
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A.   [10:10:07] Yeah, maybe it would help me if I know what's the -- the tab of 1 

the binder where I can look at this because I don't remember by heart the 2 

number of pictures.  Probably it was written somewhere. 3 

MS SACCHI:  [10:10:37] Your Honour, this item is actually not on the 4 

Prosecution list of items because it was disclosed as a Rule 77 document after 5 

the witness preparation took place.   6 

Just to refresh the witness's memory, maybe we can just show the item which, 7 

for the record, is MLI-OTP-0077-4266. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:11:11](Interpretation) Please go ahead. 9 

MS SACCHI:  [10:11:13] 10 

Q.   [10:11:13] So this would be at page 4269 and 4270.  You indicated that 11 

you used the -- in total, 3864 pictures in JPEG format to create 201 panoramas 12 

for 15 different sites.   13 

Is that correct? 14 

A.   [10:11:46] I cannot see this -- this particular number, the 3,000.  I think 15 

it's somewhere in -- in other page of the document.  Is the -- sorry, madam, the 16 

name -- the number you just stated is 300 -- sorry, 3,864 pictures? 17 

Q.   [10:12:25] Yes.  This would be ...  This would be at page --  18 

A.   [10:12:31] Yeah.  19 

Q.   [10:12:32] -- 4270 and that's at the bottom of the table --  20 

A.   [10:12:38] Yeah. 21 

Q.   [10:12:39] -- on this page.  22 

A.   [10:12:40] Yeah, that's correct, madam. 23 

Q.   [10:12:43] Now, the software you used to create the panoramic images is 24 

the same that you used for the same presentation  -- for the first presentation.  25 
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So Kolor, Autopano Giga, but in an updated version, so 3.7.   1 

A.   [10:13:03] Yeah.  2 

Q.   [10:13:04] Is that correct? 3 

A.   [10:13:05] That's correct. 4 

Q.   [10:13:07] During this process, did you enhance or in any other way alter 5 

the images? 6 

A.   [10:13:14] No.  No, madam. 7 

Q.   [10:13:18] After you created the panoramas, you then prepared 8 

presentations for the 15 different sites, using the same software you used for 9 

the first presentation.  So Kolor, Panotour Pro --  10 

A.   [10:13:34] Yeah.  11 

Q.   [10:13:35] -- 2.0 this time.  Am I right? 12 

A.   [10:13:40] Yes, I think you're right.  I cannot read this on the document, 13 

but I think it is -- was the -- the software. 14 

Q.   [10:13:47] If I could * direct your attention to the same document we had 15 

been looking at earlier, so it's MLI-OTP-0077-4266, at page 4271. 16 

(Pause in proceedings) 17 

MS SACCHI:  [10:14:56] I apologise, your Honour. 18 

Q.   [10:15:03] It's on evidence channel 1.  Can you see it now?  No? 19 

A.   [10:15:09] No. 20 

Q.   [10:15:12] Mr Witness, are you able to see it now? 21 

A.   [10:15:26] Yeah, I can see the document. 22 

Q.   [10:15:29] So can you confirm that the version used was 2.0 --  23 

A.   [10:15:41] Yeah.  24 

Q.   [10:15:41] -- and we are talking about the software used to prepare the 25 
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presentations? 1 

A.   [10:15:44] Yes, according to the -- to the technical report in the -- under 2 

the "Presentations" paragraph, and the number "3.", I stated that it was the 3 

Kolor Panotour Pro 2.0 software. 4 

MS SACCHI:  [10:16:01] Mr President, the Prosecution will now show from 5 

the Prosecution bench, MLI-OTP-0029-0502, at tab 4 of the E-Court binder, and 6 

this item can be publicly broadcast. 7 

Q.   [10:16:39] Mr Witness, do you recognise these files? 8 

A.   [10:16:42] Yes, madam. 9 

Q.   [10:16:44] You originally used Adobe Flash, which we have just looked at 10 

for displaying this presentation, too.  Am I correct? 11 

A.   [10:16:55] Yes, it was the -- the software that was behind all the -- all 12 

presentations, 360 presentations. 13 

Q.   [10:17:10] I will now open site 5 as an example.   14 

Now, first of all, what is the big image on the left side? 15 

A.   [10:17:25] Every presentation was focused on one site.  The -- the -- this 16 

grayish picture on the -- on the left hand is the aerial -- the satellite image of the 17 

area where the pictures were taken. 18 

Q.   [10:17:49] And can you explain what the icon looking like a camera 19 

indicates? 20 

A.   [10:17:57] Yes, the icons looking like the visor of the camera is 21 

a -- indicates where -- from where the panorama was taken. 22 

Q.   [10:18:11] And as in the first presentation, you used the GPS coordinates 23 

of the pictures to place the panoramas on the map, am I correct? 24 

A.   [10:18:20] Yes, you are correct. 25 
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Q.   [10:18:23] What about the icon looking like a video camera? 1 

A.   [10:18:28] This -- 2 

Q.   [10:18:29] What does it indicate? 3 

A.   [10:18:31] Yeah, it indicates that a video was took from this particular 4 

place. 5 

Q.   [10:18:44] Would it be correct that the total amount of videos inserted in 6 

all 15 panoramas is 65, and that would be in the same report we looked at 7 

a moment ago? 8 

A.   [10:18:55] Yes, this is correct. 9 

Q.   [10:19:01] In relation to the magnifying glass, is it correct that as in the 10 

first presentation it indicates the presence of close-up images? 11 

A.   [10:19:16] Yes, that's correct. 12 

Q.   [10:19:19] And what does the icon on top of the image looking like 13 

a satellite indicate? 14 

A.   [10:19:29] Yes, it was an idea we -- I developed that was to show the 15 

satellite imagery before and after the alleged destruction of the -- of the area, 16 

and the idea was to have something to compare how it was before and after.  17 

And I developed this, that was -- it's not part of the software.  I developed this 18 

myself with -- through programming on Flash how to create this handle, left 19 

and right and move around the picture. 20 

Q.   [10:20:04] Thank you.  So the mouse is now positioned on one specific 21 

icon, which displays code * “P -- 5_P_A”.  22 

Can you explain what this code indicates? 23 

A.   [10:20:20] I, yes, respected the naming of the -- of the folders created by 24 

the photographer.  The "5" is because it was the site number 5.  And then he, 25 
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the photographer, tried to create a sequential order using A, B, C, D, E, F, G, 1 

and the only thing I did is I just -- I fit to the -- to the folder name of -- of the 2 

panorama.   3 

Q.   [10:20:53] Thank you.  We will open this one as an example. So the user 4 

would have to click on it, to click actually on the map to have the map 5 

disappearing, and having the panorama, and, here, again, there are arrows at 6 

the bottom so the user can click on them to move to the right.  And to the left, 7 

like I've just done now.  And then to go back to the main map, the user would 8 

have to click on it again.  Is this correct? 9 

A.   [10:21:37] Yes, it's correct, madam.  10 

MS SACCHI:   Mr President, your Honours, the panoramic images from the 11 

first and the second presentation were used by witness P-0204 to create an 12 

interactive platform in the Al Mahdi case.  The public version of the platform 13 

is ERN, MLI-OTP-0065-0898, and the confidential version is ERN, 14 

MLI-OTP-0046-9160.  And the two items I refer in the application under Rule 15 

68(2)(b) for witness 204. 16 

Q.   [10:22:28] Mr Witness, I will now ask you questions in relation to the 17 

third panoramic image project you worked on in 2018. 18 

MS SACCHI:  [10:22:38] Mr President, with your leave, I will move into 19 

private session for one question only, and it will take less than one minute. 20 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:22:52](Interpretation) Mr Courtroom 21 

officer, private session, please. 22 

(Private session at 10.22 a.m.) 23 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:22:58] We in private session, Mr President. 24 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:23:07](Interpretation) Thank you very 25 
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much. 1 

Madam Prosecutor. 2 

MS SACCHI:  [10:23:10] 3 

Q.   [10:23:11] Mr Witness, the photographers who took the pictures used for 4 

the preparation of this project were (Redacted) and Xavier Laroche, is  5 

that right? 6 

A.   [10:23:25] Yes, that's right. 7 

MS SACCHI:  [10:23:27] We can go back into open session, your Honour. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:23:34](Interpretation) Mr Courtroom 9 

officer, open session please. 10 

(Open session at 10.23 a.m.) 11 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [10:23:40] We are back in open session, Mr President. 12 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:23:46](Interpretation) Thank you very 13 

much. 14 

Madam Prosecutor. 15 

MS SACCHI:  [10:23:50]  Thank you, Mr President. 16 

Q.   [10:23:50] Now, the photographs were taken in Timbuktu in June 2018, is 17 

that correct? 18 

A.   [10:23:57] Yes, that is correct. 19 

Q.   [10:24:00] And you were instructed by Gilles Dutertre to prepare this 20 

presentation, is this correct? 21 

A.   [10:24:08] Yes.  Yes, it's correct.  But normally in all meetings, we had 22 

also my -- my former supervisor was there, Eric Baccard was also there, yeah.  23 

Q.   [10:24:27] If you could please now go to tab 5 of your binder, so 24 

MLI-OTP-0064-0806, and this is a confidential item. 25 
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A.   [10:24:43] I'm already there, yes. 1 

Q.   [10:24:44] What is this document, Mr Witness? 2 

A.   [10:24:47] This is a technical report where I explained what I did during 3 

the creation of the panoramas of -- after this mission took -- took place. 4 

Q.   [10:25:03] And as indicated at page 0064-0808, you received 5 

78 -- 7,008 -- sorry, photographs in JPEG format, the majority of which were 6 

used to create several panoramas.  Would that be correct? 7 

A.   [10:25:34] Yeah, that's correct. 8 

Q.   [10:25:37] And in order to do this, you used the same software already 9 

mentioned.  So Kolor, Autopano Giga, yet this version -- this time in version 10 

3.7.   Would it be correct? 11 

A.   [10:25:53] Yes, that's correct. 12 

Q.   [10:25:58] Did you have to resize some pictures to create these panoramic 13 

images? 14 

A.   [10:26:06] Yes, that's correct, madam. 15 

Q.   [10:26:11] Can you explain why? 16 

A.   [10:26:14] Yes, madam.  When you stitch a lot of images together, at the 17 

end you have a very wide picture, and, in some cases, because of the resolution 18 

of these pictures and the high number of pictures taken during the rotation of 19 

the camera, the final file was so large that it was not possible to -- to handle.  20 

The software complained and say, This is too large.  I cannot create 21 

a panorama.  Especially because a JPEG image by definition has a maximum 22 

size of around 65,000 pixels, and when I tried to add one picture after the other, 23 

the total was larger than 65,000 pixels, and the only solution was to reduce 24 

the -- the pictures.  Then, when they were stitched, the final file was smaller 25 
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than 65,000 pixels. 1 

Q.   [10:27:38] Thank you.  So when you're referring to the process of 2 

reducing the images, would I understand it correctly that you simply made the 3 

source images smaller? 4 

A.   [10:27:51] That's correct, madam. 5 

Q.   [10:27:53] And there was no other modification to the images other than 6 

making them smaller? 7 

A.   [10:28:00] No, madam.  I used an automatic tool from Photoshop, Adobe 8 

Photoshop, to reduce -- I don't remember by heart, but it was close to 30 per 9 

cent the size of the image, and because it's a standard in the way we work, I 10 

didn't enhance or manipulate the image at all. 11 

Q.   [10:28:23] Thank you.   12 

MS SACCHI:  Mr President, I would now move to the clarifications and 13 

corrections which the witness provided in the context of his witness 14 

preparation, which are indicated in witness preparation log, 15 

MLI-OTP-0080-2076, and the Prosecution has listed four purely clerical 16 

corrections in a separate document, which was disclosed with ERN 17 

MLI-OTP-0080-2268.   18 

Now, in relation to this document, the Prosecution and the Defence have 19 

agreed that it would be shown to the witness so that he can confirm it is an 20 

accurate reflection of what he stated.   21 

And with the court usher's assistance, I will submit it to the witness so that he 22 

can read it. 23 

Q.   [10:30:25] Now, Mr Witness, just please read this silently to yourself, so 24 

no need to read it out loud and you'll let me know when you're finished. 25 
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A.   [10:31:55] I have finished, madam.  1 

Q.   [10:31:58] Could you please confirm that they're an accurate reflection of 2 

what you stated in the context of your witness preparation? 3 

A.   [10:32:06] Yes, it was what we -- I -- I realised when I check it again, the 4 

document, there were some typos on the -- on the document and we corrected 5 

with this list. 6 

MS SACCHI:  [10:32:18] And for the record, when the witness is mentioning 7 

the "list", it's MLI-OTP-0080-2268. 8 

Mr President, further to this, the witness, in the context of his witness 9 

preparation, has provided five clarifications and, not in the context of his 10 

witness preparation, one additional correction.  In relation to this last 11 

correction, it was made in a report registered on 19 April 2021 with ERN, 12 

MLI-OTP-0080-2250, after the preparation indeed took place and this is the 13 

reason why this correction has not been included in the list of clerical 14 

correction the witness just looked at, and we'll address this very quickly later 15 

on.   16 

Before I do so yet, I would start with the five clarifications to the report 17 

provided by the witness in the context of the witness preparation.  So, for the 18 

record, the report is MLI-OTP-0064-0806 at tab 5 of the binder.   19 

And this has not been agreed upon earlier on with the Defence, but with your 20 

leave, I would lead the witness in relation to these points as they're not 21 

contentious. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:34:07](Interpretation) Madam Prosecutor, 23 

are you talking of tab 5 on the technical report on the creation of panoramic 24 

pictures, is that right?  25 
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MS SACCHI:  [10:34:20] (Overlapping speakers) That's correct, your Honour.  1 

The witness has provided clarifications in the context of his witness 2 

preparation.   3 

So with your leave, I would lead the witness in relation to a few points. 4 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:34:35](Interpretation) Yes, please proceed.  5 

Please do. 6 

MS SACCHI:  [10:34:39](Overlapping speakers) Thank you, Mr President. 7 

Q.   [10:34:40] Mr Witness, the first clarification for you, if you go -- if you 8 

could go to page 0064-0808, the first sentence on this page reads, quoting:  9 

"To create the panoramas I only used the pictures indicated in folders [...] 10 

"Photographs"."  11 

Now, I understand that this folder was contained in hard disk, 12 

MLI-OTP-0060-2012, which was shown to you in the context of the witness 13 

preparation.  Is this correct?   14 

A.   [10:35:22] Yes, that's correct. 15 

Q.   [10:35:25] Still on this page, so 0064-0808, under the heading, "Description 16 

of pictures" in relation to the sentence, quoting:  17 

"These pictures were handed over to me in a hard disk, registered with PRF# 18 

3145 31345."  19 

You clarify that this hard disk is again, MLI-OTP-0060-2012.  Is this correct? 20 

A.   [10:36:06] Yes, if this is what I stated when I had in front of me the hard 21 

disk, is correct.   22 

Q.   Now, at page 0064-0809, in relation to the sentence reading, and I'm 23 

quoting: 24 

"The folder of Site 9 was empty." 25 
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You indicated that hard disk MLI-OTP-0060-2012, in fact, does not contain 1 

a folder for "Site 9".  Is this correct. 2 

A.   [10:36:50] Yeah, if this is what I stated with the hard disk in front of me, 3 

that's correct.  4 

Q.   [10:36:58] Fourth clarification, if you could go to page 0064-0810, "Site 4".  5 

Are you there? 6 

A.   [10:37:10] Yeah, I am there. 7 

Q.   [10:37:12] Now, looking at the first column on the left, panoramic images, 8 

17 and 19, both display MLI-OTP-0060-3021 to MLI-OTP-0060-3043? 9 

A.   [10:37:43] Yeah, that's correct. 10 

Q.   [10:37:43] Am I correct to say that the explanation which you provided is 11 

that once you put the pictures into the software, the software could create 12 

different panoramic images by using the same pictures? 13 

A.   [10:37:59] That's correct. 14 

Q.   [10:38:01] Would it be the same explanation for other sites in the report 15 

when panoramic images display either identical images or have the same 16 

starting or ending ERN? 17 

A.   [10:38:15] That's correct. 18 

Q.   [10:38:18] And the last clarification at page 0064-0819.  19 

A.   [10:38:31] Yes, I am there. 20 

Q.   [10:38:32] In relation to the conclusion, would it be correct that you did 21 

not hand over the panoramic images to Gilles Dutertre directly, but rather to 22 

your colleague, who handed them * over to the Prosecution Mali trial team? 23 

A.   [10:38:49] Yes, that's correct. 24 

Q.   [10:38:51] There is now one correction which you refer to in the report 25 
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you produced after your witness preparation, so if you could go to 1 

page 0064-0814.  2 

A.   [10:39:22] Yes. 3 

Q.   [10:39:23] "Site 13".  4 

A.   [10:39:24] Yes. 5 

Q.   [10:39:26] Looking at the first column on the left, panoramic image 34. 6 

A.   [10:39:34] Sorry, you said page 0814? 7 

Q.   [10:39:40] Yes.  8 

A.   [10:39:43] Under the "Site 15", the picture number -- the -- sorry, the 9 

panorama number?  10 

Q.   [10:39:56] It's "Site 13".  11 

A.   [10:39:59] Yeah.  12 

Q.   [10:39:59] We're looking at panoramic image 34. 13 

A.   [10:40:05] Yeah, I got it. 14 

Q.   [10:40:08] Now, the ERN in the third column should read, 15 

"MLI-OTP-0060-5449" instead of "MLI-OTP-0060-4559".   16 

Is it correct? 17 

A.   [10:40:34] Yes, if this is what I stated because I don't have any tool to -- to 18 

instruct what was the first and the last picture used for the panorama.  I have 19 

to do it myself, typing, and, of course, after many 5s, 4s, 4s, 5s I had some 20 

mistakes.  Yeah, that's correct. 21 

Q.   [10:40:57] Thank you.  I have one last question for you in relation to your 22 

report, and this would be at page 0064-0819.  The last sentence under the 23 

heading, "Creation of panoramas" reads, and I'm quoting:  24 

"In total, I prepared 357 panoramas:"   25 
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Would it be correct that you later on corrected that the total amount of 1 

panoramic images you produced is, in fact, 366? 2 

A.   [10:41:36] Yes, it is -- is correct, that there were 366. 3 

Q.   [10:41:42] And would it also be correct that in addition to the original 366 4 

images, you then created two additional versions of the panoramic image 5 

called [Group 0]-MLI_0150 belonging to site 1.  One version was called 6 

"delete" and the second one had the word "reduced" added to the file name?  7 

Am I right?   8 

A.   [10:42:17] Yes, you're right. 9 

Q.   [10:42:21] Now you have already explained that you had to reduce some 10 

images, yet can you explain why you added the additional image called 11 

"delete"? 12 

A.   [10:42:36] Yes, it was a bit confusing because the -- we were -- I was 13 

working in a hurry and I was exchanging all the -- all these panoramas with 14 

my colleague, and, yeah, at some point, we realised that something was not 15 

correct in that picture.  Then I sent him the picture with the -- adding the 16 

word "delete", just not to forget that he has to delete this picture and that's the 17 

reason we have two times the same picture, one without the -- the prefix 18 

"delete" and the second one with the prefix "delete", just was to indicate that it 19 

was the one we had to delete.  And then I reduced -- I added the suffix 20 

"reduce" to explain that the picture was reduced, that the pictures in the -- used 21 

for the panoramas were reduced.  What I understood, after reviewing 22 

everything, it was the same picture was used three times with different suffix 23 

and prefix, and, yeah, it was a bit confusing to remember what happened, but 24 

yeah, we were working under stress, and, yeah, it was probably a difficult way. 25 
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Q.   [10:43:56] Thank you.  So as I understand, the picture was just -- that 1 

panoramic image was just deleted? 2 

A.   [10:44:06] Yeah, because it was not the -- the one we -- we wanted to hand 3 

over to -- to the Prosecution division.  4 

Q.   [10:44:11] Is it correct that out of the total amount of panoramic images 5 

which you produced, only 101 were selected by the Prosecution Mali team? 6 

A.   [10:44:28] Yeah, that's correct. 7 

Q.   [10:44:29] Am I also right that a list of these 101 panoramic images was 8 

created? 9 

A.   [10:44:34] I think it was a list created in Excel, yeah.  10 

Q.   [10:44:41] Yes.  If you please go to tab 6 of your binder, which is --  11 

A.   [10:44:42] Aha.  12 

Q.   [10:44:42] -- MLI-OTP-0064-0805, and this item will be shown from the 13 

Prosecution bench and it can be publicly broadcast.  And this is going to be 14 

displayed on evidence channel 1.   15 

Mr Witness, is this the list of the 101 panoramic images selected by the 16 

Prosecution Mali team? 17 

A.   [10:45:26] Yes, this is the list. 18 

Q.   [10:45:28] Now, Excel spreadsheet MLI-OTP-0064-0805 contain -- contains 19 

three tabs.  The one we are looking at now, is the tab called "PanoGroups".  20 

MS SACCHI:  [10:45:47] And Mr President, this is also the third page of the 21 

document at tab 6 in the physical binder. 22 

Q.   [10:45:59] Mr Witness, am I right that you indicated that this list contains 23 

a total of 2,543 images out of which 2,518 were unique images and this was in a 24 

report you produced after your witness preparation session?  25 
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A.   [10:46:17] Yeah, this is -- if this is what I just stated, it's correct.  But 1 

I don't -- I cannot see the -- the total number of pictures or ...  2 

MS SACCHI:  [10:46:33] Mr President, this report was also not included in the 3 

Prosecution list of items because it was indeed created by the -- produced by 4 

the witness after the witness preparation session took place.   5 

But for the witness's assistance, we can maybe display the items so that we can 6 

refresh his memory about these figures. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:47:03](Interpretation) Yes, please do.  Go 8 

ahead. 9 

MS SACCHI:  [10:47:06]  Thank you, Mr President.   10 

THE WITNESS:  [10:47:12] Yes, we were requested to clarify three points and 11 

myself and my colleague we went through the list of panoramas and all the 12 

information we had, and, yeah, we have stated here and we -- we confirm that 13 

there were some typos and mistakes on the previous report and we tried to 14 

correct them here in this. 15 

MS SACCHI:  [10:47:42] 16 

Q.   [10:47:43] (Microphone not activated)  17 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [10:47:50](Interpretation) Your microphone, 18 

please. 19 

MS SACCHI:  [10:47:52] Yes, Mr President.   20 

Q.   [10:47:53] So can you confirm that the list contains a total amount of 2,543 21 

images out of which 2,518 were unique images?  22 

A.   [10:48:05] Yeah, that's correct.  This is what we have stated in the 23 

document, mm-hmm. 24 

Q.   [10:48:09] And this is at page MLI-OTP-0080-2280, pages 2252, 2253.  If 25 

ICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red2-ENG CT WT 28-05-2021 31/70 TICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red3-ENG CT RCL WT 28-05-2021 31/70 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber X’s directions, ICC-01/12-01/18-789-AnxA, dated 6 May 2020, the lesser-redacted version of the transcript is filed in the record of
the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                       ICC-01/12-01/18 

WITNESS:  MLI-OTP-P-0127 

28.05.2021          Page 32 

 

we could now go back to the Excel spreadsheet we were looking at earlier, and, 1 

this again, will be done from the Prosecution bench.   2 

Now, we are looking at column B, called "Panorama Group" in site 1, and if we 3 

are scrolling down to site 8, there are two panoramic images which have the 4 

word "Reduced" in their file name.   5 

Now, are these the panoramic images composed of pictures the size of which 6 

was reduced? 7 

A.   [10:49:12] Yes, that's correct. 8 

Q.   [10:49:14] If I could now redirect you to your main report, so 9 

MLI-OTP-0064-0806 at tab 5, page 0064-0809, site 1, panoramic image 11.   10 

Would it be correct that this panoramic image is the one which contains 11 

pictures reduced in size as indicated in Excel spreadsheet, MLI-OTP-0064-0805? 12 

A.   [10:50:02] Could you please go up in the screen because I'm missing the 13 

site number 1.  Yes, because the first ERN -- the last one is not corresponding.  14 

I see here on the screen, 2205 and in the table, 2204.   15 

Yeah, maybe there is a typo here.  But yeah, this is -- this is the reduced one. 16 

Q.   [10:50:46] So that would be panoramic image 11 in your report? 17 

A.   [10:50:53] Yeah. 18 

Q.   [10:50:56] And if you could now go to page 0064-0812, site 8, panoramic 19 

image 18.  20 

A.   [10:51:14] Yes. 21 

Q.   [10:51:15] Would it be correct that this panoramic image is the one which 22 

contains pictures reduced in size as indicated in Excel spreadsheet 23 

MLI-OTP-0064-0805? 24 

A.   [10:51:31] Yes, because the first ERN correspond to the first picture and 25 
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the last ERN correspond to the last picture and they are the same.  I don't 1 

know, maybe it will be helpful for the Defence and your Honours if I explain a 2 

little bit the way it's naming -- the software, and why there are some 3 

contradictions sometimes because the way -- the way the software names the 4 

files is automatic.  I don't know, maybe it can explain why we have the first 5 

ERN, the last ERN.  I don't know. I already did it during my witness 6 

preparation.  I don't know if it's handy to do it again or not. 7 

Q.   [10:52:12] That's correct, Mr Witness.  I believe you have already 8 

explained so --  9 

A.   [10:52:15] Okay.  10 

Q.   [10:52:15] -- I believe we can move on.  11 

A.   [10:52:20]  okay.  12 

Q.   [10:52:22]  Now, in the context of your witness preparation, you 13 

indicated there was a third panoramic image, which you reduced in size, and 14 

that would be in your report, MLI-0064-0806 at page 0809, site 2, panoramic 15 

image 15.  Am I right? 16 

A.   [10:52:47] I don't see it in the list.  I don't know if it's correct or not. 17 

Q.   [10:52:56] Yes, this would be in fact not included in the panoramic images 18 

as selected --  19 

A.   [10:52:58] Yeah.  20 

Q.   [10:52:58] -- by the Mali team.  21 

A.   [10:52:58] Mm-hmm.  22 

Q.   [10:52:59] That's -- is that the reason why it's not included in the list? 23 

A.   [10:53:06] Mm-hmm, yeah.  But by heart, I don't know it was the -- the 24 

panorama 15 of the second site.  No idea by heart.  It's possible because the 25 
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number of pictures is very high.  You will have 33 pictures here, and, 1 

probably, the final size was too big.  But I don't know by heart, I'm sorry.  2 

MS SACCHI:  [10:54:00] Mr President, this would have been referred in 3 

witness preparation log, so MLI-OTP-0080-2076 at page 2108, paragraph 15 and 4 

page 2109. 5 

Q.   [10:54:33] Mr Witness, I'll be -- we'll be now showing from the 6 

Prosecution bench, 0076-1859, tab 13 of the E-Court binder and this item can be 7 

publicly broadcast.   8 

And this is on evidence channel 1. 9 

Mr Witness, do you recognise these files? 10 

A.   [10:54:58] Yes, these are panoramic pictures produced by me. 11 

Q.   [10:55:06] We can open as an example in "Site 1", the image starting with 12 

[Group 0]-MLI_0034 -- 35.  Not 34.   13 

Would it be correct that as in this one, all the panoramic images contained in 14 

this ERN were produced by you? 15 

A.   [10:55:46] Sorry, sorry, I don't understand the question. 16 

Q.   [10:55:51] Who was the author of this panoramic image? 17 

A.   [10:55:55] The author of the panoramic image is me. 18 

Q.   [10:56:00] Could it be the same for all the other panoramic images? 19 

A.   [10:56:05] Yes, yes. 20 

MS SACCHI:  [10:56:06] Mr President, I observe that the panoramic images for 21 

this third project were used by witness 20 -- 204 and witness 630 to create the 22 

SITU interactive platform, with ERN MLI-OTP-0078-0985 referred to in the 23 

application under Rule 68(2)(b) for these two witnesses. 24 

MS SACCHI:  [10:56:38] Now, Mr Witness, I have no more questions for you 25 
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concerning the panoramic images and the presentation you produced.  I have 1 

one last question concerning a different project you worked on in 2017, related 2 

to the enhancement of a video frame. 3 

The Prosecution will now show from the Prosecution bench the video frame 4 

without playing the video, at time stamp 00:00:00:00 from MLI-OTP-0041-0616 5 

and tab 10 of the E-Court binder, and it can be publicly broadcast.   6 

Q.   [10:57:22] Mr Witness, is this the video from which video frames were 7 

enhanced by you? 8 

A.   [10:57:27] Yes, madam. 9 

Q.   [10:57:30] Can you now please look at tab 8, MLI-OTP-0049-0180 and tab 10 

9, MLI-OTP-0049-0181.   11 

What is the connection between these pictures and the video frame we just 12 

looked at? 13 

A.   [10:57:59] Yeah, these pictures are frames extracted from the video and I 14 

applied some filters to try to enhance the video -- sorry, the image, and that's it.  15 

That's my work. 16 

Q.   [10:58:15] And which software did you use for the enhancement? 17 

A.   [10:58:20] For the enhancement, we have software called Amped FIVE.  18 

The "FIVE" is for forensic image and video enhancement and it's a very 19 

sophisticated video used for law enforcement to extract and enhance frames 20 

and works related to -- yeah, image and video enhancement. 21 

Q.   [10:58:42] Would it be correct that this means that the quality of the video 22 

image were made clearer? 23 

A.   [10:58:50] Yes, of course.  It's -- the software is working with forensic 24 

standards.  I mean, it's not altering anything - colours or adding or removing 25 

ICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red2-ENG CT WT 28-05-2021 35/70 TICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red3-ENG CT RCL WT 28-05-2021 35/70 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber X’s directions, ICC-01/12-01/18-789-AnxA, dated 6 May 2020, the lesser-redacted version of the transcript is filed in the record of
the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                       ICC-01/12-01/18 

WITNESS:  MLI-OTP-P-0127 

28.05.2021          Page 36 

 

information.  It's just enhancing from a forensic perspective.  That means not 1 

tampering here, not anything.  It's impossible to do this with the software. 2 

Q.   [10:59:17] Thank you.  If you could now please go to tab 7 of your binder, 3 

so MLI-OTP-0049-0182, and this item can be publicly broadcast.   4 

Who is the author of this report? 5 

A.   [10:59:29] The author of this report is the software, and it's automatically 6 

generated after the software uses different filters and algorithms.  All is 7 

registered in a -- in a log file and then it's published in PDF format or HDML 8 

format.  And that's the way I have to -- to be able to repeat exactly the same 9 

procedure which is needed and to explain the way I work it. 10 

Q.   [11:00:04] And would it be you to create the report using this software? 11 

A.   [11:00:09] Yes, but it was the way forensics were working before using 12 

not -- not this software, I mean using either Adobe Photoshop or 13 

another -- applications used for -- for video and image.  The problem is 14 

documenting the steps you do and the parameters you use, and everything is a 15 

very time consuming exercise and is quite complicated.  And with this 16 

software, it's automatic and it's much easier.  17 

Q.   [11:00:45] Thanks.  Just to confirm, could you please confirm whether it 18 

was you to generate this report with the software? 19 

A.   [11:00:53] Yeah, the Amped FIVE have a special tool called "report", that 20 

generates automatically a report containing all the steps, all the parameters and 21 

all the information that was related to the work of the enhancement of the 22 

video or image. 23 

Q.   [11:01:14] Mr Witness, I believe that you've clarified which software was 24 

used, I was just asking you whether it was you who produced (Overlapping 25 
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speakers)  1 

A.   [11:01:23] Ah, me.  Yeah, yeah, yeah, because I am the only one using the 2 

software.  Sorry.   3 

Q.   [11:01:31] Thank you. 4 

MS SACCHI:  [11:01:33] Mr President, this concludes my questioning. 5 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:01:37](Interpretation) Thank you very 6 

much, Madam Prosecutor.  Very good.   7 

So I now turn to Mr Kassongo, the legal representatives for victims.   8 

Do you wish to ask any questions?  9 

MR KASSONGO:  [11:01:52](Interpretation) Thank you, your Honours.  10 

Given the witness testimony, which is extremely technical - he is not a witness 11 

of the facts - having heard the testimony during the examination-in-chief, the 12 

legal representatives do not wish to ask any questions of the witness.  13 

Nevertheless, we would like to thank, Mr Witness, if that pleases your Honour. 14 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:02:31](Interpretation) Thank you very 15 

much, Maître Kassongo.   16 

It's 11.01.  We will now take a break and we will start again at 11.30.   17 

The hearing is suspended. 18 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:02:48] All rise. 19 

(Recess taken at 11.02 a.m.) 20 

(Upon resuming in open session at 11.31 a.m.) 21 

THE COURT USHER:  [11:31:17] All rise.  Please be seated. 22 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:31:32](Interpretation) Court is in session, 23 

once again. 24 

We shall now move on to the cross-examination on the part of the Defence.  25 
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But the Chamber has been informed that the Defence would like to raise 1 

a matter -- oh, no, it's Madam Prosecutor would like to raise a matter. 2 

MS SACCHI:  [11:32:03] (Overlapping speakers) Yes, Mr President.  Pursuant 3 

to paragraph 61 of the decision on the conduct of the proceedings, the 4 

Prosecution would like to make some preliminary objections to the use of 5 

seven items on the Defence list of material, and this would be item 20 to 26.   6 

And the Prosecution will address the objections in two different batches.  The 7 

first one concern items 20, from -- and then from 22 to 26.  And the reason 8 

we're objecting is because witness 127 is not the author of this material, which 9 

is, in fact, forensic video analysis produced by 631, and, therefore, it goes 10 

beyond the witness's area of expertise.  And assuming that the witness has 11 

read the material, the point remains that any comment he would make about 12 

this material would be of a speculative nature.   13 

Finally, 635 stated during her testimony that in order to produce the report, she 14 

used individual pictures; so not the panoramic images produced by witness 15 

127.   16 

And in relation to item 20, the panoramic image was prepared by witness 631 17 

on the interior of the Hotel La Maison and witness 631 commented in the 18 

course of his testimony that, in fact, he -- he was the one producing the 19 

panoramic image.  Therefore, I don't see how the witness could comment on 20 

a product that he was not involved in.   21 

I just wish to correct on the transcript that I wrongly referred to witness 635, 22 

who is the author of the items of 1, and then 23 to 26.   23 

And just to conclude the objections, the reason why the objections were made 24 

without the witness present -- being present is because he would have 25 
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understood.  So that's why we had asked for him to be excused from the 1 

courtroom. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:34:47](Interpretation) Indeed, we have 3 

accepted for the witness not to be present in the courtroom while this 4 

discussion is going on.   5 

Now, Ms Sutherland, you heard what the OTP has just said; namely, that they 6 

would not like you to have -- use images 20 and 22 to 26 for the reasons 7 

provided, which I shall not repeat.   8 

Now, what do you respond to that?  9 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:35:11] Mr President, in respect of those, the point is 10 

actually somewhat moot as we don't intend to rely on them in any event.   11 

My apologies to the Prosecution for not alerting them of that this morning.  I 12 

did alert your assistants.  We do not, however, agree with the characterisation 13 

of witness P-0635's testimony that was given by my learned colleague and we'd 14 

also ask that she provide a reference.  15 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:35:48](Interpretation) Madam Prosecutor. 16 

MS SACCHI:  [11:35:50] (Overlapping speakers) Yes, your Honour.  The 17 

reference would be in transcript 73, the English version, at page 8, line 20 to 18 

page 9, line 1.  I have it in front of me.  I could read it in the transcript if the 19 

Defence wishes me to do so. 20 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:36:10] The Defence's objection is, in part, the fact that 21 

the Prosecutor is cherry-picking because while the one witness, P-635, may 22 

have said one thing in cross-examination -- in -- under examination-in-chief, 23 

she may have said another in cross-examination.  24 

But in any event, we disagree with the characterisation that has been provided. 25 
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PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:36:45](Interpretation) Well, for the time 1 

being, the Chamber has taken good note of what you've just said and with 2 

regard to documents 20 and 22 to 26, we are in agreement that the Defence 3 

does not have the intention to use them.   4 

So I would now like to give the floor to Ms Sutherland. 5 

But first of all, we have to show the witness back into the courtroom. 6 

Madam usher, please. 7 

(The witness enters the courtroom)  8 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:38:05](Interpretation) Hello, again, Mr 9 

Witness.  I'm going to hand over the floor to Ms Sutherland for the 10 

cross-examination.   11 

And, your mask, I would like you please to remove it.  Thank you.  Not 12 

a problem at all.  Thank you very much, Mr Witness.   13 

Ms Sutherland, please. 14 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:38:36] Thank you, Mr President. 15 

QUESTIONED BY MS SUTHERLAND: 16 

Q.   [11:38:38] Good morning, Mr Witness, again. 17 

A.   [11:38:40] Good morning. 18 

Q.   [11:38:40] We've had quite an intricate morning going through 19 

complicated reports.  I would like to discuss with you each of the three 20 

missions that we've -- that the reports touch upon or rely upon in turn, and that 21 

being the 2013 mission, the 2014 mission and the 2018 mission. 22 

So regarding the 2013 mission, could I direct your attention, please, to Defence 23 

bundle tab 1, and the document number is MLI-OTP-0080-2076-R01, and this is 24 

the witness preparation log  and page 2078, please.  25 
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MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:39:54] Forgive me, Mr President.  Apparently Mr Al 1 

Hassan isn't receiving any audio. 2 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:40:06](Interpretation) Mr Courtroom 3 

officer, what is going on?  4 

THE ARABIC INTERPRETER:  [11:40:09]  I apologise.  It should be okay 5 

now. 6 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:40:16](Interpretation) Thank you very 7 

much.   8 

Mr Al Hassan, is that all right?  Have you got the feed? 9 

He's nodding his head. 10 

Ms Sutherland, please. 11 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:40:30](Overlapping speakers) Thank you, Mr 12 

President.   13 

Q.   [11:40:31] Mr Witness, if I could ask you to look at paragraph 8 on 14 

page 2078, I'll read the penultimate sentences, which is: 15 

"P-0127 stated that normally the work is very structured so every photograph 16 

would be in folders which belong to the panorama.  P-[0]127 stated that it was 17 

difficult to remember as he was reading the report for the first time in a long 18 

time, so it was almost impossible to remember because the Mali case was not 19 

the only case he worked on.  P-0127 added that also for the photographer, 20 

who in the field generates hundreds of photographs with no order, it is 21 

impossible to organise the information." 22 

Mr Witness, who is the photographer? 23 

A.   [11:41:28] Of this mission of -- from 2013, it was Eric Baccard. 24 

Q.   [11:41:34] And do I understand correctly that he did not organise the 25 
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photographs? 1 

A.   [11:41:40] I don't remember by heart because it was eight years ago, but I 2 

think because the amount of pictures he took, was not too high.  Probably, he 3 

had time to organise the pictures in -- in folders.  But I'm not sure in this 4 

particular case if it was the way I received it or it was a little bit mixed up. 5 

Q.   [11:42:04] So do you remember whether you received them in  folders 6 

or -- or --   7 

A.   [11:42:10] No, I don't remember.  I think I went through this during the 8 

preparatory meeting, but by heart, I don't remember.  I think it was organised 9 

by site, some -- but I don't know if later, if, for each panorama, it was in a folder 10 

or they were all mixed.  I -- I'm not sure, I'm not sure.  I'm sorry, I'm not sure.   11 

Q.   [11:42:35] And when you say "organised by site", who would have 12 

organised them in that way? 13 

A.   [11:42:39] Yeah, normally, the photographer, when he goes to a site, he 14 

has to prepare a folder of the site and all the pictures taken in the site are going 15 

to that folder.  And then, the ideal, if he has time to do it because normally 16 

missions are occurring in different -- difficult situations, if they have time, they 17 

create separate folders for each panorama to avoid mixing up the pictures from 18 

different locations.   19 

I don't remember by heart it was the case of this.  I remember the second 20 

mission, the 2014, it was very well organised.  I guess this one as well because 21 

there were not too many sites or pictures, and, the third, we will go later, it was 22 

a little bit more difficult.  There were much more pictures and sites and 23 

panorama. 24 

Q.   [11:43:35] So in this -- in this comment, it says, "[...] who in the field 25 
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generates hundreds of photographs with no order [...]", can you explain why 1 

you made that comment? 2 

A.   [11:43:48] Yeah, because especially for the mission of 2018, when I 3 

received the pictures, they were organised by site, I mean, for the different 4 

crime sites.  But then into the same crime site, you have pictures from 5 

different panoramas.  And then it's difficult for me and for the software to 6 

determine which one is the first and the last picture of each panorama, because 7 

if I know which one is the first and the last one, it's very easy to generate 8 

a panorama.  If not, I have to use the software to give different tries and he 9 

selects automatically, which one is the first, which one is the last one, and, 10 

sometimes we have different results.  And it happened in the mission of 2018, 11 

I received more than 7,000 pictures and it was a huge work on the field, with 12 

a lot of problems and security issues and that was -- I guess, that was the 13 

reason I didn't have everything properly organised.   14 

Because I am not going on mission, I have to rely on the material that is coming 15 

to me because I don't select the sites. I don't make the pictures.  I don't do 16 

anything.  I just facilitate that you, the Defence, the OTP and -- and 17 

your Honours, can visualise this properly.  It means, they're -- for me, when 18 

it's well organised, it's very easy.  If not, it takes some time to -- to do it. 19 

Q.   [11:45:27] Earlier my colleague for the Prosecution was discussing the CD 20 

that you received with information to create the panoramas, and the real-time 21 

transcript is today, which is transcript 87, page 16 -- page 15, lines 22 to page 16, 22 

line 12, and the CD is MLI-OTP-0006-1253.   23 

Who curated the information on the CD, do you know? 24 

A.   [11:46:16] I'm not sure.  I -- I guess it was the photographer, but I'm not 25 
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sure.  I was not -- I was not present when they -- they did this -- this part of 1 

the job.  No idea.  My -- my job starts when I get the information.  I don't 2 

know anything before. 3 

Q.   [11:46:34] Also in your preparation session for the Prosecution, you 4 

explained the use of - and, earlier this morning - Giga Panotour.  How did you 5 

learn of the software?  6 

A.   [11:46:49] This -- this software was used by the French gendarmery.  My 7 

former supervisor was -- was French and he knew people in the French 8 

gendarmery, that they were doing this kind of presentations, and, yeah, and 9 

he -- he was the one deciding the software, probably following the advice of 10 

the French gendarmery.   11 

And also, these -- these colleagues from the French gendarmery were the ones 12 

providing training and everything I needed to start working with -- with that 13 

software. 14 

Q.   [11:47:30] Do I understand correctly that your former supervisor was 15 

receiving advice from the French gendarmery? 16 

A.   [11:47:45] Yes, because, yeah, we are always trying to implement and to 17 

have the best solution for every problem and very often we go -- we ask for 18 

information to law enforcement of different countries, and, and, yeah, that's -- I 19 

think that's the reason we got this because Kolor, the company, is also French, 20 

and I guess that's the reason we have this -- this software in-house. 21 

Q.   [11:48:16] And the training that you referred to, who was that provided 22 

by? 23 

A.   [11:48:21] It was provided by one of these -- these gendarmes from the 24 

French gendarmery.  I don't know if I can say the name or not, but ...  25 
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Q.   [11:48:31] It would be helpful.  1 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:48:33]  But perhaps out of an abundance of caution, 2 

we go into private session very briefly. 3 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:48:41]  If you need it, we go to private 4 

session. 5 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:48:47] Very briefly, because I would also like to 6 

confirm the name of the supervisor at the time. 7 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:48:52](Interpretation) Mr Courtroom 8 

officer, private session, please. 9 

(Private session at 11.48 a.m.) 10 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:48:58] We are in private session, Mr President. 11 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:49:02](Interpretation) Thank you very 12 

much, Mr Courtroom officer. 13 

Ms Sutherland. 14 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:49:08] Thank you, Mr President.  15 

Q.    [11:49:09] Yes, if you could provide the name of the gendarmery officer 16 

and also confirm the -- your reference to your former supervisor, who that was, 17 

please?  18 

A.   [11:49:22] Yeah, no problem.  My -- my former supervisor was Eric 19 

Baccard and the name of the gendarme is (Redacted).  20 

Q.   [11:49:33] I'm afraid I have to ask you to spell that, please.   21 

A.   [11:49:35] Yeah, no problem.  (Redacted) 22 

(Redacted).   And the family name is  23 

(Redacted) 24 

Q.   [11:49:59] Thank you very much.  25 

ICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red2-ENG CT WT 28-05-2021 45/70 TICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red3-ENG CT RCL WT 28-05-2021 45/70 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber X’s directions, ICC-01/12-01/18-789-AnxA, dated 6 May 2020, the lesser-redacted version of the transcript is filed in the record of
the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Private Session)                       ICC-01/12-01/18 

WITNESS:  MLI-OTP-P-0127 

28.05.2021          Page 46 

 

A.   [11:50:01] You're welcome. 1 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:50:05]  Mr President, thank you.  2 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:50:07](Interpretation) Mr Courtroom 3 

officer, open session, please. 4 

MS SUTHERLAND:    5 

Q.   [11:50:12]  Do you remember when -- 6 

(Open session at 11.50 a.m.) 7 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [11:50:18] We are in open session, Mr President. 8 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [11:50:22](Interpretation) Thank you very 9 

much. 10 

Ms Sutherland. 11 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [11:50:25] I'm always in too much of a hurry, I apologise. 12 

Q.   [11:50:30] Mr Witness, do you remember when you received this 13 

training? 14 

A.   [11:50:36] Not the precise date, but I remember all the -- this project.  The 15 

360 project came around 2013, and, I guess, the training was around that time. 16 

Q.   [11:50:50] And did you consider other software? 17 

A.   [11:50:54] No, I was never requested to consider or to learn about any 18 

other software.  That was the software that was decided, and ...  That's it. 19 

Q.   [11:51:05] Thank you.  And is this software -- well, you described earlier 20 

how it automatically stitches the images together.  Is it able to identify if an 21 

item doesn't belong within the range? 22 

A.   [11:51:22] Yeah, at the end, an image is a matrix of numbers and what the 23 

software is trained to do is to recognise patterns, and when he finds the same 24 

pattern in two pictures, he stitched them together, overlapping this part that is 25 
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common to the two pictures.  It doesn't -- the software doesn't care about the 1 

content.  It doesn't know what the content is.  It's just looking for same 2 

information.   3 

In fact, I shared an example with the Prosecution when -- if you have 4 

something that is not correct when you take the pictures, you can have 5 

something that is not correct in the image either, and this you have to be very 6 

careful once you take pictures.  But the software is not capable to detect 7 

or -- there is an option called "anti-ghost" that can remove some artifacts that 8 

can appear in the image.   9 

For example, when you have someone moving, if you take two consecutive 10 

pictures, the person was here and then the person was there, the software, 11 

when it stitch the pictures, he can interpretate something that is wrong.   12 

For example, a person without legs or a person without head, because when 13 

he's stitching, he's taking what is common.  And you have an option to 14 

remove this kind of -- it's called "ghost", but it's not really related to the content.  15 

It's related to the fact that he's looking for the same information in two pictures.   16 

I don't know if I answered your question. 17 

Q.   [11:53:02] Yes, and I understand.  I mean, it's sort of quite easy to 18 

conceptualise when it's a moving person --  19 

A.   [11:53:06] Aha.  20 

Q.   [11:53:07] -- but it's a bit different when it's trees or walls that are all the 21 

same colour and --   22 

A.   [11:53:18] No, this is -- this is -- because it's the same information and the 23 

difference in time between two pictures is maybe two or three seconds, nothing 24 

has changed.  It's exactly the same element.  What it means, the software is 25 
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just treating as -- they are the same, and they overlap together. 1 

Q.   [11:53:33] But it's right that it can -- you can get ghosting of trees or 2 

extended (Overlapping speakers)  3 

A.   [11:53:39] No, when it's (Overlapping speakers) 4 

Q.   [11:53:39] -- building (Overlapping speakers)  5 

A.   [11:53:42]  -- when it's something that is still, no.   It's normally when 6 

you have something that it is moving --  7 

Q.   [11:53:55] And just as I mentioned to you this morning in our 8 

familiarisation session, I am being told to --  9 

A.   [11:54:03]  Slow down. 10 

Q.   [11:54:04] -- slow down and to ask that we both observe a pause between 11 

(Overlapping speakers) 12 

A.   [11:54:08] Yeah.  13 

Q.   [11:54:08] -- question and answer.  14 

A.   [11:54:10] Okay. 15 

Q.   [11:54:14] Mr Witness, referring again to your witness preparation log, 16 

which is Defence tab 1, MLI-OTP-0080-2076-R01 at page 0 -- at 2083, paragraph 17 

23, it states:  18 

"P-0127 explained that what he meant -- " 19 

Referring to importing all pictures into the software --  20 

"[...] was that he did not do any of the stitching himself; this was done by the 21 

software automatically so" that "there was no subjective criteria."  22 

Do I understand correctly that it's advisable not to do the stitching manually? 23 

A.   [11:55:33] I think the software can do the stitching much better than any 24 

human and the ideal - from the forensic perspective - is that you don't interfere 25 
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in the stitching or in any other process because if you asked me now to repeat 1 

what I did, if I did it manually and I use my own criteria, I had to remember 2 

how I did it and I can -- it's difficult to have the same result.   3 

On the other hand, if I do it using the software and use the same software and I 4 

use the same pictures, I should have the same result and I am able to replicate 5 

exactly what I did; that's the -- that's the forensic approach.   6 

And also because sometimes -- not for this case, but for others, when the 7 

overlap is not good enough and you don't have enough information between 8 

two consecutive pictures, sometimes you have to select yourself or identify 9 

yourself elements that belong to the two pictures.   10 

For example, when a stone -- a corner of a building, the -- the canopy of a tree, 11 

you can do it manually and then you help the software to do it.  But I didn't 12 

do that during this process.  If something was not matching in the -- in the 13 

software, I didn't -- I didn't push the software to -- to do it. 14 

Q.   [11:57:26] Mr Witness, forgive me, just to go back a little bit regarding 15 

ghosting.   16 

A.   [11:57:31] Aha.  17 

Q.   [11:57:31] If I could ask you to turn to Defence tab 3, which is, 18 

MLI-OTP-0077-4132, at page 4134, this refers to an email you -- you sent with 19 

an example of when a building can be distorted.  Is this a result of the 20 

software? 21 

A.   [11:58:11] This is the result of the software when you have done not a 360, 22 

but a little bit more.  And then you duplicate the picture and then the software 23 

doesn't know how to start and finish the panorama, and you have this ...    24 

This is not really -- this is not really a ghost, it's a -- it's duplicating one of the 25 
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images there at the end.  But it's obvious that something is not -- is not correct, 1 

and that's the reason I preferred working when I have the -- the pictures that 2 

belong to a panorama in only one folder because if I have to provide my 3 

colleagues with this -- this picture, it's obvious that something is not correct 4 

and then I have -- myself, to remove the picture and it's something that I'm 5 

not -- I'm not happy doing because it's not the way it should be.   6 

And that's the reason I also raised this issue with my colleagues, that it 7 

happened.  Not many times, but it happened sometimes. 8 

Q.   [11:59:24] Do you remember which mission this image (Overlapping 9 

speakers) 10 

A.   [11:59:39] Yeah, it (Overlapping speakers)  11 

Q.   [11:59:41] -- came from? 12 

A.   [11:59:42] -- I think this -- this is coming from the 2018 mission. 13 

Q.   [11:59:49] And in moving to the 2014 mission --  14 

A.   [11:59:54] Mm-hmm. 15 

Q.   [11:59:56] -- you received many many more files.  Is that correct? 16 

A.   [12:00:08] I don't remember by heart the name, but yes, I -- I had to 17 

produce a lot of panoramas, yeah. 18 

Q.   [12:00:19] And do you remember how you received the imaging? 19 

A.   [12:00:25] Yeah, this was well structured.  Every panorama had its own 20 

folder and the pictures that belonged to the panorama were inside the folder; 21 

that means my work was much easier because I was able to insert the pictures 22 

in the software one by one -- I mean, one panorama by one panorama and so 23 

we're working through this smoothly and -- and fine. 24 

Q.   [12:00:55] And did you trust the way that the material had been 25 
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organised? 1 

A.   [12:01:03] I have to.  I -- I -- I don't see any reason that -- to change or 2 

to shift anything, because the idea is to reproduce what you have there, bring it 3 

here and make people able to -- to see the -- the surroundings and familiarise 4 

with the area, and, yeah, I -- I trust the way they work.  It was correct, I have 5 

no doubt. 6 

Q.   [12:01:34] We are moving to the 2018 mission --  7 

A.   [12:01:44] Mm-hmm. 8 

Q.   [12:01:46] -- if I could again refer you to Defence tab 1, 9 

MLI-OTP-0080-2076-R01, but this time at page 2090.  It's paragraph 40. 10 

A.   [12:02:19] Mm-hmm. 11 

Q.   [12:02:22] And for the record, I'll read the sentence I'm concerned with, it 12 

says:  13 

"P-0127 stated that they obtained the information from -- " 14 

A member of your office --  15 

"on a disk containing more than 7000 pictures without any background 16 

information as to the location where the pictures were taken and they were 17 

requested to create the 360s which "was a huge amount of information"." 18 

Mr Witness, do I understand that practices in the field meant that the 19 

information was disordered? 20 

A.   [12:03:03] Not disordered.  It's just I was used to have everything better 21 

organised in the sense that I had every panorama independent, separated from 22 

the others, and, here - and, as I mentioned before, I guess because of the lack of 23 

time and all the security concerns - everything was done much faster.  All the 24 

pictures belonging to the same site were together and it was difficult for me 25 
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and for the -- for the software to -- to cope and to create the panoramas.   1 

That is -- this is why I stated here that 7,000 pictures is -- is a lot. 2 

Q.   [12:04:07] I'm a little bit confused as to how time is a factor when 7,000 3 

images were taken. 4 

A.   [12:04:15] Do you mean there is a factor when you take the pictures?  Or 5 

when you have to process the pictures?  6 

Q.   [12:04:21] Taking the pictures? 7 

A.   [12:04:22] Yeah, I guess when you are on the ground -- I've never been 8 

there because it's not -- I'm not an -- I've never been in the field taking pictures 9 

and I'm not an expert in crime scene.  But I guess what you want to do, is, you 10 

want to get as much as you can because you don't know if you're going to have 11 

the opportunity to go again to the same site and to -- to get more information.   12 

I guess, it becomes like an obsession to try to get as much as you can to 13 

facilitate later that your colleagues can continue working and -- and they can 14 

learn properly about the site.   15 

What I -- I meant here, is 7,000 pictures is a lot.  It's a lot.  Of course, for the 16 

person who takes the pictures, but also for the person who has to process the 17 

pictures, and, I guess, the -- the way it was organised, it was because of 18 

the -- the lack of time and they had to go really quickly from one site to another 19 

and they didn't have time to properly organise, and then they handed over the 20 

information to me very quickly as well.  And, you know, everything is -- is 21 

working quickly and it makes it more difficult to organise well the work. 22 

Q.   [12:05:51] Can you explain what you mean by lack of -- well, sorry, 23 

without any background information as to the location?  24 

A.   [12:06:04] Yeah, because I didn't know what they were looking for, what 25 
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they were aiming to visualise.  I didn't know anything because, for example, 1 

for the mission in 2013 and 2014, I was aware that they were looking for 2 

destruction in mausoleums and other buildings, and I have a little bit of 3 

background on what happened.   4 

But with this mission, I didn't know anything.  I didn't learn anything before 5 

the mission or during the mission.  I just was handed over the information.  6 

They handed over the information to me and then I had to start producing with 7 

no idea of ... I was going to find on my screen, was completely blind. 8 

Q.   [12:06:53] Is it feasible that errors can creep in?  9 

A.   [12:06:56] Sorry?  10 

Q.   [12:06:57] Is it possible in such circumstances that errors can creep in?  11 

You can muddle images that belong to one site into another?  12 

A.   [12:07:08] It's difficult to -- for the software to have these mistakes 13 

because, as I explained, the software needs to have an overlap between two 14 

consecutive pictures, and, if you're mixing pictures of one site and another, I'm 15 

sure nothing is going to work.   16 

The only -- no, I think the software  ...  For the software, it's not difficult in 17 

terms of algorithms or the way it's working.  It's difficult because when you 18 

ask the software to stitch 20 pictures, the computer can do it quickly and no 19 

problem.   20 

The problem is when you -- instead of 20, you have 200, the computer face 21 

problems.  It has -- it needs a lot of memory and then you have also problems 22 

with the hardware, not only the software.  Sometimes it crashed and you have 23 

to start from zero because of the -- the software also has limitations in the way 24 

it handles the information and that's the -- that was my -- my problem and my 25 
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concern from the beginning.   1 

If I put in the software hundreds of pictures, the software is not going to be 2 

capable.  And I had to split, myself, the pictures in different bunches, and this 3 

is the part I'm not happy doing that because it's subjective and I try to -- not to 4 

be subjective and it takes more time.   5 

For example, the example you showed before, probably the first time I didn't 6 

choose the right range of images and that's the reason the last one was twice 7 

and I had this double building and I had to remove one of the pictures.  But 8 

I -- I don't have any other solution to avoid these -- these problems.   9 

Q.   [12:08:58] Now speaking of a sort of degree of subjectivity, I'm very 10 

interested in the degree of subjectivity even when using the software.   11 

You earlier today - and, the reference is page 28, lines 21 to 25 in the real-time 12 

transcript - you were discussing how once you put, I quote:  "[...] once you put 13 

pictures into the software, the software can create different panoramic images ... 14 

using the same pictures." 15 

Are you able to reverse-engineer that process? 16 

A.   [12:09:51] That's -- that's a tricky question.  Theoretically, if you insert 20 17 

pictures, and, they are properly taken, you should have only one final product.  18 

If you do it two days later, you should have the same.  I've never tested 19 

myself, but this is the theory.  In practical -- what I have realised is when you 20 

have -- instead of the normal 20 pictures you have when you take the -- when 21 

you do the panorama, you have 30, the software can select not always the same, 22 

but it can change a little bit.  I don't know why because I'm -- I'm not an expert 23 

on the content -- sorry, on the -- on the way the software works, but 24 

what -- what I realise if I -- if I remove a picture, the result is different.   25 
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And that's the reason I like to have everything well organised and structured, 1 

and if it's not like this, yeah, I guess you can have different results. 2 

Q.   [12:11:05] And are you able to see -- well, I suppose what I'm asking is, 3 

when you get those different results, would you be able to understand why the 4 

differences have occurred? 5 

A.   [12:11:24] For example, in this example I shared with my colleagues from 6 

OTP, it was obvious that one building was part -- was duplicated.  For the 7 

others, no.  If there's something wrong, I don't know.  Of course, when 8 

you -- you play the 360 in the software and you move around, you can see that 9 

is consistent.  Everything is fluid.  It's smooth.  It's like you are looking 10 

around here, you see every corner, you will see every element and it seems to 11 

be consistent.   12 

But yeah, I think it's because they are landscapes.  You have many elements 13 

there, but I don't -- I don't think it's possible to -- to change what you see.  It's 14 

really complicated.  I don't know the purpose because -- so, if I fix something 15 

here, probably I will have something wrong there.  I don't see any ... 16 

Q.   [12:12:26] But if you have -- if you put in the range of say, 25 pictures -- 20 17 

pictures and from putting in the same range, you can receive three -- well, the 18 

software can construct three separate panoramas?  19 

A.   [12:12:47] If they are properly taken, no.  But the problem is instead of 20 

the 20, you have 30, is because some pictures are really close to each other and 21 

then the software can start facing some problems.   22 

In fact, sometimes what is supposed to be a 360, then it is split into two parts, 23 

but it's -- that's the software interprets the image.  I cannot push the software 24 

to work in another way.  I can, but I don't do it, because it's not the way it's 25 
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supposed to work.  1 

Q.   [12:13:23] So if there are -- well, the software will distort different things 2 

for different panorama -- to create different panoramas.  I mean, there's an 3 

inherent distortion, but ...  4 

A.   [12:13:34] No, distortion is possible, but it's possible when you use 5 

another kind of lenses.  When it's a wide angle, the wide angle is capable to 6 

take a wider range of -- a wider area in the picture.  What you have in the 7 

corners is always distorted, it's twisted or whatever.   8 

But with this technique we are using now, the -- the angle of the lens is quite 9 

straight and normally what you have is almost perpendicular here.  But with 10 

distortion, it's not -- it's not very likely to be there.   11 

And also because normally, you take -- you take the pictures in a consecutive 12 

order and maybe in one minute -- one minute or two minutes, you have taken 13 

all the pictures, you don't have many elements coming inside or leaving the 14 

image.    15 

Normally, it should be quite easy and quite fine. 16 

Q.   [12:14:28] And we've been discussing sort of static examples, but if you 17 

have -- if, in this process, you have something like trees blowing in the wind or 18 

a crowd of people, is it -- is it likely then that -- there's an increased likelihood 19 

of distortion? 20 

A.   [12:14:53] Yeah, it makes it more difficult for the software to find common 21 

areas to overlap.  Because if you have the -- the branches of a tree moving, like 22 

this, in two consecutive pictures, maybe they are displaced to each other, and 23 

maybe for the software, it's -- it's more difficult. 24 

Q.   [12:15:09] And what about something like clouds? 25 
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A.   [12:15:12] Yeah, but normally, yeah, it's also possible because they are 1 

moving.  But normally what we're -- what the photographer is doing, he's 2 

looking into something that is on the ground and he's focussed on the ground 3 

because normally we don't have too much scale -- sky in -- in the picture.   4 

No, normally it works very well.  I have prepared many presentations for the 5 

Office of the Prosecutor in these eight years and everything has worked quite 6 

smoothly and quite fine.  No major problems or ...  7 

But it's also that this is a tool to visualise.  It's not a tool to take measurements 8 

or is not a tool to do something that is more specific.  It's just to -- to visualise 9 

the surroundings of the -- of a place.  It's not intended to, you know, to do 10 

something more in-depth or more sophisticated.  It's just a visual tool  11 

Q.   [12:16:11] So it's a visual aid rather than a forensic tool? 12 

A.   [12:16:14] If you want to have a forensic -- a forensic image of the crime 13 

site, you have to go for something more sophisticated, like a laser scanner or 14 

something like this.  This is much more complicated and much more 15 

sophisticated, but with photography, what -- what I can assure you is that we 16 

are following forensic standards.  I mean, we are not manipulating or doing 17 

anything to the image.  We just take the image as it is and we put it in the 18 

software.   19 

Because, of course, if you go to a real estate website - and, they have these 360 20 

technique, they have enhanced the -- the pictures because they want to sell the 21 

house, and, of course, everything is -- has more light and is more beautiful and 22 

the colours are perfect, but we are not doing this.  We are just using the same 23 

technology to replicate the reality as much as we can.  It was cloudy, no light.  24 

It was raining, it was rain there.  We are not doing anything else. 25 
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Q.   [12:17:30] And if I could just explore the 2018 mission a little bit more 1 

from your perspective.  Could I ask you to turn to Defence tab 3, which is 2 

MLI-OTP-0077-4132. 3 

A.   [12:18:01] Mm-hmm. 4 

Q.   [12:18:04] Do I understand correctly that this note relates to the 2018 5 

mission, is that correct? 6 

A.   [12:18:11] Yes, that's correct. 7 

Q.   [12:18:14] At page 4133, this contact note reports that you stated that 8 

there were some panoramas from which you had to remove a picture because 9 

it was duplicated or confused the software. 10 

A.   [12:18:35] Mm-hmm. 11 

Q.   [12:18:36] Could you explain?  12 

A.   [12:18:40] Yeah, this is exactly referring to the example  we have in the 13 

same -- in the same document, in the page 4134.  When you have taken more 14 

pictures that the -- the number of pictures are needed, then the software can get 15 

confused.  And -- and then, yeah, you have to find -- in this case, for example, 16 

I had to find the two pictures that had the building, remove one, and then the 17 

software stitch everything perfectly well.   18 

With the second one, he created this double building, and this is something I 19 

had to do in some of them.  I don't remember by heart how many times I did 20 

it.  Not -- not too many.  But I wanted to -- to raise this issue to -- to my 21 

colleagues from the Prosecution division, just for them to be aware that I had to 22 

do it myself, this selection of pictures. 23 

Q.   [12:19:43] And is this a process of trial and error, essentially? 24 

A.   [12:19:49] No, it's not so complicated because normally it's one picture 25 
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and it's obvious that what -- which one is the one that is -- has the -- is 1 

duplicated or the one that is creating the problem.  I don't have to start one by 2 

one and testing 20 times.  No.  It was obvious what -- which one it was, the 3 

bad one, and I just removed it, and I think it happened two or three times.  4 

Not more than that. 5 

Q.   [12:20:19] On the same page, it reports that you explained, and I quote:  6 

"[...] when pictures are" taken "with tripod, consecutively, with" the "right 7 

resolution, etc. you don't need to remove pictures, change the size, etc, and the 8 

range coincides exactly with the pictures included in the panorama.  If you 9 

have too many pictures, with too high resolution, etc. you have to do manually, 10 

remove pictures, adjust sizes, etc, --"  11 

A.   [12:20:55] Mm-hmm.  12 

Q.   [12:20:55] "that is more work and it is more difficult to track"." 13 

When you say "more difficult to track," do you mean that it's -- you can't be 14 

confident to have captured the full image? 15 

A.   [12:21:12] No.  What I mean is that if I have to do the same work again 16 

because, for example, you ask me to do exactly the same, then I have to 17 

remember which picture I remove to have the same result, and it's more 18 

difficult for me.   19 

If it's just -- there is a lot of technique in the way you are working in the field.  20 

I explained tripod, and doing everything very carefully.  When you do it like 21 

this, what I get is perfect, and I just have to put it in the software and 22 

everything works fine.   23 

If you ask me to duplicate the work again, I can do it and it's going to work 24 

very well.  If I have to remove a picture, then it's something that is subjective 25 
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and it's more complicated.  In this case, it happened two or three times and I 1 

had to remove one picture.  Yeah, it's unfortunate, but it's the only way I have 2 

to -- to solve the problem, because it's more confusing if you had this double 3 

building in the middle of the picture.  This has no sense. 4 

Q.   [12:22:22] In the same document, but at the next page -- yes, the next page, 5 

there's a reference to -- I'll read it, it says: 6 

"P-0127 added that it helps to understand why he "had to do the work 7 

manually, remove some pictures, several times until the result was satisfactory".  8 

He further added [...] he had to review manually the panoramas and re-do 9 

many of them until they were corrected." 10 

Mr Witness, it sounds like that's a little bit more than two or three times? 11 

A.   [12:23:01] No, no, no.  There were -- I don't know by heart, but I think 12 

we were counting and it happened two or three times only.  And what I 13 

meant when I said "several times until the result was satisfactory", was not that 14 

I had to do the same work several times with the same panorama.  Normally, 15 

it was very obvious why the panorama was not correct and I removed the 16 

picture.  But the problem is then, I had to remember which picture, because 17 

then the exercise I had to do to have exactly the -- the same, but it happened, I 18 

don't remember, but I -- I was counting them and I think it was two or three 19 

times, maximum.  Not too -- not too much. 20 

Q.   [12:23:50] You accept that each of those processes involved introducing 21 

additional subjectivity to the process? 22 

A.   [12:24:11] It's subjective in the sense that I had to subjectively select the 23 

picture I was removing, but I didn't change anything else.  What it means, 24 

what is in the picture, was the reality.  I didn't change anything.  I 25 
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just -- because my role is to help to visualise, I wanted to remove things that 1 

were not logical or were not -- it has no sense to have something in the middle 2 

of nowhere.  It's -- it's for the -- for the sense of understanding what you have 3 

around, it's a nonsense, and I removed this.  But I didn't check one by one if 4 

the content was consistent or not.  It was two or three of them that were 5 

obvious and I fixed them, but the rest was as it was in the original, and I'm sure 6 

what was there was reflecting the reality.  7 

Q.   [12:25:16] Mr Witness, do you remember which -- the equipment that was 8 

used in the third -- the third mission?  The 2018 mission? 9 

A.   [12:25:26] Do you mean for -- by the photographer? 10 

Q.   [12:25:29] Yes? 11 

A.   [12:25:30] Yeah, it was * a Nikon D5 or D3.  It's quite a professional 12 

camera.  And the problem is the -- these cameras, they have a really big sensor 13 

and it's capturing a lot of information.  And for the purpose of this -- this 14 

particular exercise, when you have too much resolution, at the end, when you 15 

stitch all together, the file is so large that it's not workable, and then is when I 16 

had to reduce the size.   17 

You remember I was asked by my -- my colleagues, why I reduced the size and 18 

it's because of the resolution was too much.   19 

Just to give you an example.  When you want to print a huge poster, for 20 

example, for the -- for a cinema or movie or whatever, you need high 21 

resolution to be able to print something that is very big.   22 

But if you just want to see something on your screen, you don't need more than 23 

18 megapixels because the more information you have, is not doing the picture 24 

better.  It's that you have more information, but sometimes it's not necessary.   25 
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And, for this particular exercise, what you need is to create a bunch of pictures 1 

that, at the end, give you a visual representation.  You don't need to zoom in 2 

and zoom in and zoom in and zoom in to be able to see this small detail.  It's 3 

not the -- it's not the idea of this software.   4 

For this, you need the laser scanner if you want to go into such small detail.  5 

Or, what we are also doing, is we are going closer and taking a close-up of this 6 

particular element, and that was what I wrote here.  The resolution was too 7 

high for the purpose of the -- of the exercise of the 360.   8 

It's also true when you're on mission and you want to capture as much as you 9 

can, of course, the -- the most -- the more resolution you have the better picture 10 

you take.  But sometimes it's not necessary.   11 

This is something that is difficult to balance because you don't know in 12 

advance what you are going to find on the -- on the field. 13 

Q.   [12:28:02] Do you remember how you described the use of this camera in 14 

your preparation session? 15 

A.   [12:28:14] No.  But I think for me, I have the same criteria always is, it 16 

was too -- too much resolution and too -- yeah, too much information for the 17 

purpose.  And the software couldn't make it sometimes, and the hardware 18 

face a lot of problems and that's a reality. 19 

Q.   [12:28:40] So for your purposes, it was not the appropriate equipment to 20 

use? 21 

A.   [12:28:44] Yeah, but it was over-dimension for me, but that's my opinion.  22 

But based on my part of the work, again, because I am the one helping to 23 

visualise or facilitating the visualisation of the information, maybe for the 24 

criteria of the photographer, the resolution was appropriate.  This is 25 
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something I don't know.  But for me, it was a problem, and that's what I 1 

explained to -- to my colleagues. 2 

Q.   [12:29:18] So if different practices, and, for your purposes, better practices 3 

had been used in the field, that would have led to a more secure product? 4 

A.   [12:29:33] When I was trained to do the 360 photography, we used 5 

a normal reflex camera with -- I don't remember, it was 12 or 14 megapixels 6 

and I took this training from a specialist working from the -- for the 7 

International Criminal Tribunal of Yugoslavia.  He had a lot of years of 8 

experience, and I -- I remember we were discussing about many topics, and, 9 

yeah, I think you have to fit the equipment to the purpose of what you want.   10 

Again, the problem is when they are going on mission, they don't know exactly 11 

what they are going to find, and, what you cannot do, especially, in countries 12 

where the security is difficult, you cannot bring with you three or four different 13 

cameras.  Normally, you have one camera and another one as a backup, but 14 

you don't have four or five different cameras and you change the camera 15 

depending on the purpose.   16 

I think you do as much as you can.  And then, I have to face the problem and I 17 

think the problem is, it makes my life difficult, but on the other hand, it's 18 

always better to over-dimension than under-dimension because if you don't 19 

have enough resolution, then you don't -- you cannot do -- do the work.  If 20 

you are over, you have always a solution and it's just going down.  But you 21 

cannot go up.   22 

I don't know if I -- you understand what I mean, so ...  23 

Q.   [12:31:08] Something that perhaps other people in the courtroom do 24 

understand, but I'm a little bit confused about, when you said you reduced the 25 
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resolution, did you do that before or it sounded to me like it was after? 1 

A.   [12:31:22] Before.   2 

Q.   [12:31:23] It would have to be --  3 

A.   [12:31:23] Yeah, before, because the problem is, I have to reduce the size 4 

of all images, the stitching before, because if I do it later, the software cannot 5 

make it.  I have to reduce it before and then the software can make the -- the 6 

panorama.  It was before. 7 

Q.   [12:31:41] You also explained this morning - and the reference is 8 

transcript, real-time transcript 87, page 31 and it's line 2 to 16 - you explained 9 

that you were working in a hurry, under stress, and other -- other descriptions 10 

were, "a bit confusing" and "a bit difficult".   11 

Could you -- 12 

A.   [12:32:11] Yeah, but that's -- that's the way I have to work because I am 13 

normally the last step of -- on the chain and also the most -- the most 14 

demanding part of the -- of the chain because what I produce is normally the 15 

final product the office is going to use.  And normally, I have to wait until all 16 

previous work is done to start my work and normally my deadline is very 17 

short in terms of -- in terms of time.   18 

I am working alone.  I don't have support.  I mean, I have to do it myself.  I 19 

have to work for seven, eight different cases at the same time.  I have a very 20 

large workload, a big workload and, yeah, it's ...   To work in a hurry is not 21 

nice.  Sometimes that's the only way I have to work, but it's a reality.  And 22 

sometimes you have -- for example, with the -- I have several typos in the 23 

report because I didn't have time to properly read it.  And, that's the way it is. 24 

Q.   [12:33:29] I think we can all sympathise.   25 
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A.   [12:33:30] Yeah.   1 

Q.   [12:33:31] Do you accept -- well, you've just accepted that when you work 2 

under those kinds of conditions that mistakes can be made? 3 

A.   [12:33:39] Yeah, but not for the software.  The software needs two hours.  4 

I cannot speed it up.  I mean, it's a -- it's a big effort for me because I have to 5 

optimise my time, but, for example, for the creation of the panoramas, I put it 6 

in the software.  If the software needs 30 minutes to process, I cannot speed it 7 

up.  I have to leave the -- the software work.  And I have mistakes, for 8 

example, doing the -- what is not automatically done by the software, for 9 

example, writing the report.  I have -- I have typos, of course, and, yeah, 10 

things like this.   11 

But the software, normally you put the information there, you have the output, 12 

and the output normally is perfect. 13 

Q.   [12:34:38] Just bear with me for one moment.   14 

Mr Witness, earlier you referred to, and, I will look for reference, but you 15 

referred to somebody from the ICTY advising you?  16 

A.   [12:35:07] Mm-hmm. 17 

Q.   [12:35:08] Could you tell us more about that?  And could you identify 18 

that person for us, and, if necessary, we can go into private session.  19 

A.   [12:35:16] I don't know -- I don't remember the family name.  I 20 

remember the -- the name only, and it was a person in charge of -- he had 21 

a similar position to mine.  He was in charge of all visual in -- in the ICTY.  22 

He had a lot of experience.  I think he's already retired because he was older 23 

than me.  And yeah, we had a training with him maybe 2012, 2013, when we 24 

started with this project of 360.   25 
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And, yeah, we went outside, we were taking pictures.  He was explaining the 1 

procedure and the way he was working because we were learning from him, 2 

and was also a decision coming from my former supervisor, because he met 3 

him in the ICTY.  And, yeah, and that was the -- the training for 4 

the photographic part of the -- of the 360.  And we were three -- two or three 5 

people trained at the same time. 6 

Q.   [12:36:33] And when you say your former supervisor, is that the same 7 

former supervisor you previously identified? 8 

A.   [12:36:42] Yes. 9 

Q.   [12:36:42] Thank you.  Could you tell us -- well --   10 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [12:36:50]  Mr President, just -- just for the purposes of 11 

these answers, perhaps it would be prudent just to go into private session very 12 

very briefly. 13 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:37:01](No interpretation)  14 

(Private session at 12.37 p.m.) 15 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:37:11] We are in private session, Mr President. 16 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:37:15]  Merci beaucoup. 17 

Maître Sutherland.  18 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [12:37:20]  Thank you very much.   19 

Q.   [12:37:20]  Mr Witness, you can now answer with abundant freedom.  20 

A.   [12:37:22] Aha.  21 

Q.   [12:37:25] Could you please provide us to the best of your recollection 22 

names and nationalities? 23 

A.   [12:37:33]  Oh, it was in 2012, I remember the -- the name of the expert 24 

was (Redacted).... I don’t remember by heart.  He was coming from -- I  25 
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don't know if it was Serbia or Croatia, it was from -- from there, from the 1 

former Yugoslavia.  And, yeah, he had a lot of years of experience on 2 

photography and presentations and things like this, and yeah, he was the one 3 

delivering the training to me and to other colleagues.   4 

And, yeah, and that's what I can -- I can remember. 5 

Q.   [12:38:15] And this was ICC colleagues? 6 

A.   [12:38:18] Yeah, we were, by then, we were only three people in the -- it 7 

was not a section yet.  It was a unit, the scientific response unit.  We were 8 

three people.  One of the colleagues was going on mission to take pictures, 9 

and the other two, we were mainly working at the office.   10 

But yeah, we learned also because it was necessary, we were -- we were also be 11 

required to -- to go on mission and to be deployed to take pictures or that's the 12 

reason we tried to -- to learn from others and not only one person, but two or 13 

three in case one is busy, another one can do the -- the job. 14 

Q.   [12:39:01] Thank you very much.  And while we are in private session, 15 

one quick question, have you been in contact with (Redacted) in the last  16 

month? 17 

A.   [12:39:13] I was in touch with him because we were requested to gather 18 

and to try to clarify three -- three questions.  I think it's in one of the 19 

documents that the OTP provided; that we had to clarify three questions that 20 

were a little bit confusing about figures in the report.   21 

And then I have contact with him because he's part of my unit and we meet 22 

every week, one hour, but to discuss other issues because we have, of course, 23 

more -- more cases and more work in common.  But, yeah, but we didn't 24 

discuss about this.  I didn't follow his statement or I was -- I didn't want to be 25 
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contaminated, by -- by his testimony or anything.  I don't know anything 1 

about ...  If this is your question.  I have normal -- normal colleague contact, 2 

but not anything related to -- to Mali. 3 

Q.   [12:40:14] Yes, thank you.  No need to read anything into my question.  4 

And I believe Amy Hak had testified with her name in private --  5 

A.   [12:40:40] Mm.  6 

Q.   [12:40:40] -- so I'll ask, have you been in contact with Amy Hak in the last 7 

month? 8 

A.   [12:40:44] No, because -- unfortunately because of the COVID, we 9 

don't -- we don't see each other.  We don't meet.  We don't gather here in the 10 

Court.  No, I didn't see Amy for a long, long, long, long time.  More than two 11 

years, three years.  For a long time. 12 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [12:41:05] Mr President, I believe we can move back into 13 

public session now.  14 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:41:13](Interpretation) Public session, 15 

please, court officer. 16 

(Open session at 12.41 p.m.) 17 

THE COURT OFFICER:  [12:41:19] We are back in open session.  18 

Mr President. 19 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:41:28](Interpretation) Yes, thank you very 20 

much, courtroom officer. 21 

Ms Sutherland, please. 22 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [12:41:33] 23 

Q.   [12:41:34] Has she ever written to you without copying in Gilles Dutertre? 24 

A.   [12:41:41] No.  In fact, I don't know if she's working for this case or she's 25 

ICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red2-ENG CT WT 28-05-2021 68/70 TICC-01/12-01/18-T-087-Red3-ENG CT RCL WT 28-05-2021 68/70 T
Pursuant to the Trial Chamber X’s directions, ICC-01/12-01/18-789-AnxA, dated 6 May 2020, the lesser-redacted version of the transcript is filed in the record of
the case.



Trial Hearing                         (Open Session)                       ICC-01/12-01/18 

WITNESS:  MLI-OTP-P-0127 

28.05.2021          Page 69 

 

working on other cases.  We are not -- we don't have this level of 1 

communication.  I don't know.  Nothing.  I don't really know. 2 

Q.   [12:41:57] And have you been following this case and these proceedings? 3 

A.   [12:42:06] No, because I have a lot of work.  And I have other work for 4 

maybe other seven or eight cases, I don't have time.  I would love to, but I 5 

don't have time. 6 

Q.   [12:42:20] Mr Witness, thank you very much for being so cooperative this 7 

morning.  Thank you for answering my questions.  Don't read anything into 8 

them.   9 

MS SUTHERLAND:  [12:42:35] Mr President, thank you.  That concludes our 10 

questioning.   11 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:42:43](Interpretation) Thank you very 12 

much, Ms Sutherland, for your cross-examination.   13 

So I shall now turn to the Office of the Prosecutor.   14 

What do you say, Madam Prosecutor?  15 

MS SACCHI:  [12:42:53](Overlapping speakers) Mr President, we have no 16 

question. 17 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:42:58](Interpretation) Perfect.  Thank 18 

you very much, Madam Prosecutor.   19 

The witness would like to address the Court. 20 

Witness?  21 

THE WITNESS:  [12:43:07] (Overlapping speakers) No, Mr President, I just 22 

want to clarify when I got a question from the office of the Prosecutor about 23 

when I started working for the office.  I started working for the Office of the 24 

Prosecutor in 2010, but I started working for the ICC in 2009.   25 
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Maybe that's the misunderstanding. 1 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:43:29](Interpretation) Thank you very 2 

much, Mr Witness, for that point of clarification.  It has been taken down in 3 

the transcript.  There we are. 4 

So this marks the end of your testimony, Mr Witness.  The Chamber would 5 

like to once again, thank you, Mr Witness, for having answered in a clear and 6 

precise manner and a great deal of good will the questions put to you. 7 

Your testimony has come to an end, and I would like to wish you, on behalf of 8 

my colleagues, to continue on with your good work, which is very complicated 9 

as we've understood. 10 

Now, before wrapping up, I would like to start -- to thank the parties and the 11 

participants, the court reporters, the interpreters as well as the security officers, 12 

and, of course, those following us in the public gallery and further afield, I 13 

would also like to thank you. 14 

We shall now adjourn, but I shall turn to the Office of the Prosecutor.   15 

We are reconvening on Monday at 9.30 and we shall have your 36th witness.  16 

Is that correct, Madam Prosecutor?  17 

MS LUPING:  [12:45:00] That is correct, Mr President. 18 

PRESIDING JUDGE MINDUA:  [12:45:04](Interpretation) Very well.  Court 19 

is adjourned. 20 

(The witness is excused) 21 

THE COURT USHER:  [12:45:09] All rise. 22 

(The hearing ends in open session at 12.45 p.m.)  23 
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